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Speech 22ND MARCH, 1961 from the , Thro.ne 2 

WESTERN HOUSE OF (Sitting suspended. Mr Spealur ·'and . the 
ASSEMBLY Members of the House then: proceeded· to the 

. . . , House of Chiefs). ' · · .. :~. ;; :., . ' · 

l 
t, 
I . 
I· 
I 

. 'WEDNESDAY~ 22Nn MARCH; 1961 · .Sitting resumed.at 10.40 iz.:1J1.· .· • • ·.· 
.~-.;: ~ •. ~;; ,:;· · ~ · t~Girw _.;!, :;n.n , 1.Jt·. su,~·-o~. it1,u4.t. t ·, · · · I 

,. ~· · "·~•:'17 :~~- .•.,;.fJ::J~,'H~tft.prf.k !4t<!J. ··t.~;tJ,.·m:J ••·J.~·Y.~ '~'-J , J,....,~ r. :·. ; ' h<;j lt! J "hlO..,_L~:.;,.,.: .~ 1fOW I: • . . ~ 
. . . (M~· Sp~aker i~ th~~ Ch~ir) ' "' ' · · ~-'~ SPEECH FROM ~T·H'!1;7il!"'..t;;!«0NE ~:w ..... ; , .•• "',. .. . : .. - i ;,l.~.;.~.·~"''".:'. '·f';~: 

Mr Speaker: I . have to report that this . 
PRAYERS House ·has attended His Excellency the 

RESIGNJ,\.TIONS 

Mr Speaker: Hon. ·Members, I have to 
announce that three ' seats are vacant in this 
honourable House as a result .of resignation 
of the following Membe,rs :- · 

Mr A. Okusaga, Member for Ijebu South-
West; ' · 

Mr S. L. A. Fajimi, Member for Ibadan 
· South-East; 

Mr 0. Adebayo, Member for Ibadan 
South Suburban. 

Mi-" 0. Adebayo (Ibadan South Sub.:. 
urban): Mr Speaker Sir, I beg to say that 
I have not resigned my seat. 

The .Minister of Finance and Leader 
of the House (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): 
Mr Speaker Sir, on the announcement of the 
hon .. Mr Speaker that those two Members 
have resigned their seats, I beg to propose 
that it will be a breach of the privilege of 
this honourable House for those Members to 
sit down. 

.Mr Speaker: I agree with the .. hon. 
Leader of the House and as long as those 
seats ha:ve already been declared vacant, 
whoever comes in on the pretext that he still 
has . seat is a stranger to this honourable 
House and as such all strangers should clear. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms should see to that. 

' ' 

(Several Government and Opposition 
· Members: Shamel shame!!) (The two men 

from Ibadan walked out of the Chamber of the 
House). 

Chief· O'debiyi: Mr Speaker Sir, the 
pr9gramme has already been put iT). the 
pigeon hole for hon. Members. Ori the 

."-.procedure -for attending to His Excellency's 
command, the Sergeant-at-Arms will ·lead 
the procession with the Mace, followed by 
Mr Speaker, then Members of the Govern
ment and Opposition Front Benches · will 
follow iri two·s. 

Sergeant-at-Arms of the · House of 
Chiefs: Mr Speaker, Sir, His Excellency 
the Governor commands the presence of this 
honourable House to attend to him imme
diatelY: in th,e House of Chiefs. 

Governor in the other House at his request 
and that His ExceUency has been ·pleased 
to address a meeting of both House's and for 
the · purposes of greater accuracy, I have 
instructed that copies of his speech be 
circulated to Members. 

The text of the Speech was as follows: 
"His Ex~ellency, Sir Adesoji Aderemi, 

K.B.E., C.M.G., Governor, Western 
Nigeria: Honourable Members of the 
House of Chiefs and the House of Assembly: 
I have great pleasure in welcoming you to a 
new Session of the Legislature, This 
Session is doubly historic in that it is the first 
to be opened by a Nigerian and also the first 
to be opened since the Federation of-Nigeria, 
of which we are a part, attaine'd Independence. 
For me personally I have, since the last 
Budget Session, · exchanged the seat of the 
President of the House of Chiefs for that of 
the Governor and now instead of listening 
with you to the Speech from the Throne it is 
my pleasure to deliver · that Speech. I 
mentioned all these because they constitute 
evidence of immense progress which has 
been made by this Region and which culmina
ted in the grant of Independence to Nigeria 
in October last. · 

The principal business before you at this 
Session, hoyvever, wj,ll be the voting of supply 
for the ensuing financial year. . 

,The Estimates which honourable Members. 
of the House of Assembly will be called upon 
to consider at the Committee of Supply have 
been frameci to reflect the policies and 
objectives contained in the Development 
Phm. Since the Plan was drawn up, how'ever, 
our revenue prospects have ·altered with the 
present uncertainty in the pr_ice which Cocoa 
commands in the worid market. As far· as 
the Recurrent Budget is concerned, the , 
situation is by no' means desperate; although · 
if the present trends in 'the world market for 
our agricultural commodities continue, it may 
mean that there would be fewer surpluses 
for transfers to the . Development Fund 
during the planning period which ends . on · .- · 
31st March, 196 5, As you are already aware, 
my Government is doing everything possible 
to broaden the base of the R~gion's economy 
in order to reduce our dependence on the· 
one major cash crop. 
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During · this Session, my Government 
. intends' t<;> introduce legislation which will 
' . provide, in accordance with the Independence 
. • Constitution, for the colle-ction of Income 

Tax·. from· non-Africans resident in. the 
Region. As soon as .the necessary prelimi
nary arrangements have been completed, 
the ''Pay As You Earn~ ' system of Income 

· Tax . will be introduced in this Region in 
respect of persons who are in regular employ
ment. 

· In the all:-important field of Agriculture, -· 
'my Government's bold .. and enterprising 
Farm Settlements Scheme will be pursued 
with increas'ing vigour. The scheme, which 
now settles over 700 and offers t!mployment 
to thousands of persons, is intended to 
revolutionise agriculture by raising a new 
generation of young, educated, and indeptim-

-dent farmers who will respond more readily 
to new methods · of farming. The scheme is 
also · intended to increase the employment 
opportunities for primary school' and second
ary modern school leavers. Attention is 
now focused on" the raising · of• i~proved 
rubber and oil palm seedlings-for the benefit 
of farmers in areas where these crops form 
the main-stay of the people's economy. 
Research into other crops ' such as · coffee, 
citrus, and coconut will be . intensified in 
order to ensure . that our rural economy is 
speedily diversified. 

My Government is pressing on vigorously 
with the implementation of the 1960-65~ 
Development Plan in active consultation ana .. 
co-operation with the private sector; ~ 

My: Ministers are fully aware of the · desiia~ ' 
bility of co-ordinating all developmental 
efforts throughout the Federation and for this 
reason the current 1960-65 Development 
Plan will be projected t() 1967 so that there
after the planning period of the four Govern
ments of the Federation wi~l fall ( into. ~the 
same quinquenium. . l. , . , . .• , .• , 

My Government will continue to' develop 
the education services of the Region as 
rapidly as _pos:;ible. In this connection, .iny 
Ministers are now considering the Report of 
the Banjo Commission which reJriewed the 
current educational system of the Region and 
my Government's decision on the Commis
sion's recommendations will be announced in 
the near future . ·' 

In the field of higher education, a Bill will .' 
be presented to you during this Session 
providing for the appointment of a :Provisional 

. Council to manage the affairs of the proposed 
University of lfe. Hon: Members 'will 
be pleased to know · that !TIY Ministers are 
determined to pursue this project with great . 
vigour. 

. My Government will improve · existing 
medical and health facilities and will extend 
these into those areas of the Region which are 
at present underserved. Close attention 

. . will be paid to the eradication of infectious 
- In order to prevent the ruinous exploitation diseases , such as Yaws and Leprosy;<. '. ,, . 
of farmers by unscrupulous moneylenders, The training of medical and health · 
my .Ministers will introduce legislation which personnel will be intensified and extenueci. , 
will regulate the pledging of farm lands and Towards this end, schemes have been · 
economic crops in loan transactions. devised for the training of mental nurs~s · at . 

My Government continues to emphasise the Aro Hospital', where impressive work is · 
the importance of the training of agricultural being undertaken and two other training · 

· . workers and it is gratifying· that the Schools of institutions in,. lbadan, ''the e Health ·Auxiliary 
Agriculture ·are be<'!oming 'attractive to our Training School · and 'the Nurse's . Training · 
girls. The new buildings of the School of School, built at a cost of about a quarter of,a 
Agriculture at Moor Plantation will come into million pounds, will be completed during this . 
operation shortly. year. 

My Government will continue its pro-
My Government will review its Forest gramme for the rehabilitation . of · juvenile 

Policy to prevent indiscriminate e-xploitation . . delinquents and Remand Homes are . being 
ahd encourage afforestation, especially now . opened in areas where this .problem is acute. 
that our timber and other forest resources an~ Family reconciliation services which assist .' 
receiving the attention of foreign .investors . the young with family problems, family 
1 My Ministers ·attach very great .importance planning and . marriage education will be 
to · the de'v,elopment of the spirit of self-help extended. Family Guidance Councils along 
and to this end they will ensur~ · adequat~ the lines of the one which is proving quit{: 
organi!~iitiafi fer eom.munity clevelopruent ·!luaeogsful in lbad D-1'1. , will be Mgnniseel in 

·.' .. activities throughout the Region. The aim other urban centres of the Region . 
. · is to _generate in 'the rural areas a more active My Government is determined to improve 
eco~omic life which 111, the youth will play the organisation and the service conditions of 
an effective role. the Local Government Police. · My Ministers 
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will . maintain the high standard of service 
conditions which the Local Government 
Police Forces have attained and measures 
will he introduced to give more aid to Con
stabulary Committees and Local Authorities 
foi the maintenance of adequate Police Forces 
in their areas. In order to provide proper 
training facilities for the Fire Brigade my 
Ministers have in hand plans for the estab
lishment of a Fire Brigade Training School 

also review the present system of the payment 
of Grants-in-Aid to local government coun
cils with a view to encouraging a greater . 
degree of self-reliance leading to the expansion 
and improvement of the services which these 
councils provide. In ·regard to the councils ·. 
themselves, my Gov~rriment is concerned that 
women very rarely serve as councillors.' you . 
will, therefore, be asked to con~idet legislation 
which will provide for the representation of 
women on each council. · 

which will be the first in Nigeria and which Legislation will be laid before you during 
will also cater for 'trainees from othet Regions. this Session further to amend the Chiefs Law 

My Minist~rs are studying ways and means in order to facilitate the recognition of ' 
of improving - the publicity organs of the chieftaincy titles in those areas where ·· 
Region. In particular, they are determined methods of selection for and succession to 
to maintain and improve upon the progress so chieftaincies are not well defined. 
so far made by the Television and Sound My Ministers will soon launch the . Mid-
Broadcasting Services. They hope, by estab- west Minority Council with the Minister for 
lishing an integrated film unit, to have avail- Midwest Affairs as its Chairman. In the 
able a local supply of newsreels and docu- course of this Session, you will be asked to 
mentary films both for use on T~levision 
and the Cinemas. amend the relevant Laws so as to permit the · 

delegation of certain executive powers to the 
In pursuance. of my Government's aim Minister in regard to certain aspects of matters 

to improve the standards . of Customary closely related to local usages and custom 
Courts, a Commissioner for Customary in the Midwest Area. 
Courts will shortly b~ appointed to assist 
in the . administration of the Customary My Government is actively pursuing ;. 
Courts Law and to give advice on problems policy which, through the activities of the 
affecting these courts 'arid ensure an efficient Industrial Promotio,ns Commission, ,..will in
system of inspecting them. The printing of crease the rate at which industrial projects 
the last volume of the Revised Laws of this are being established with a view to promoting 
Regio~ (i.e., Volume VII) is nearing comple- greater use of our natural resources. Legis
tion and my Ministers hope to lay this volume lation will be laid before you providing for 
at the Table of each of the Legislative Houses certain amendments to the Marketing Board 
before the end of this Budget meeting . . Steps Law which are designed . to facilitate the 
are also being taken to enlarge the Law Report- operations · of the Board ~n order to enhance 
ing Committee and to ensure that the Law its efficiency. ' 
Reports of this Region are issued regularly. My Government hopes to complete, during 

l\1y Government will reorganise and this year, the programme of road tarring · 
d · s S · started in 1959. To the work of new 

expan Its urvey . ervices. Aerial Photo- . construction of roads will be added that of 
graphy and Mapping of towns will be under-
taken for town planning purposes. Attention reconstructing bridges· on all Trunk B roads 
will · be directed ' to the investigation and in order to e nsure safety for the increasing 
planning of industrial and commercial sites n~Jmber of heavy vehicles using those roads. 
in , areas which have such potentialities My Ministers plan to continue with the 
throughout the Region. development of both urban and rural water. 

In Labour Administration, my Government supplies throughout the Region. Electricity 
will continue to maintain good labour and supplies will be e~tended to several. other 
industrial relations and will strive to increase towns and the rural electricity pilot scheme, 

. ' employment opportunities throughout the which has proved so successful at Ijero, will. 
Region. My Ministers are actively consid- be established in other small towns. · 
ering the expansion of Employment Ex- Honourable Members, the programme 
change Services and ~other facilities iri order of _the activities of ·my Government in . 
to meet the demands of the increasing indus- the coming financiaf year shows that - my 
trial deyelopment taking place in the Region. Ministers will not relax their efforts to 
. -~n. the 

1 
fi.eld of . Local Government my ensure the rapid development of this Region. 

·M1msters w1ll examme proposals for achiev- They have striven-to utilise our resources for 
ing an over-all simplification of the existing · the benefit of all our people and in this first 
local government structures. They ·will · year of our Independence it is the duty of 

. ' .. ,. 

/ 
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every c1t1zen . to lend · his whole-hearted 
support :to all schemes whiCh are designed to 

· prOmote the well-being of our people. 

My prede~esS'Gr in office sai:d .last year that 
"when the echoes of the celebrations have 
died down the hard work of making Inde
pendence a reality ~ill remain". We have 
had our celebrations which include the 
memorable visit of .Her Royal Highness 
Princess 4Iexandra of Kent and the inspiring 
message which fier Royal Highness brought 
to · our people from Her Majesty the Queen. 
Since .the celebrations, we have already been 
called upon to face some of the realities of 
Independence and nntionhood. Our soldiers . 
have been sent to the Congo as part of the 
United Nations Forces operatini · in that 

: unhappy land. Our Police contigents have 
also gone there to play their part. 

Nearer home, as I . have already said, our 
prinCipal- export crop has met with reverses 
iq the world market and my Ministers have 
had painfully to sanction the reflection of the 
Slump in the cocoa market in the prices which 

. the Marketing Board pay to our producers. 
Although the circumstances leading to the 
present plight are 'beyond our exclusive 
control, measures are being taken, in co
operation with others equally concerned, · 
to ensure a speedy return of prosperity to 
cocoa producers in Western Nigeria. 

: I mentioned all these as examples of sacri
fices which our people have been called upon 

· <..to make since we achieved -Independence 
· ' · either in sending their sons to the Congo 

· or for the farmers who have had to be con
tented with reduced prices for their mam 

. economic crop. 
. . . 

Apart from such sacrifices, however, there 
also remains the duty of all citizens to support . 
the Government by paying their taxes. 

. I deprecate the incidence of tax evasion which 
i!> rampant' throughout the · Region. My 
Ministers have also pointed out the evils of 
tax evasion. I am sure that all citizens who 
stop to reflect, that the great work of deve
lopm~nt and improving the lot of our people 
which .. the Government has on hand cam1ot 
be carried forward without · funds, will rally 
round and' pay their ~ues promptly. . 

' this goal only by all of us working hard and 
fulfilling all our obligations as citizens. I am 
confident that under the leadership of · my 
Ministers the. people · of this Region will ·· 
continue to face the challenge of our age ·and 
will strive to make . Nigeria a worthy .example 
of self-help for all rapidly developing countries · 
in Africa. 

I pray that the blessings of God the 
Almighty may rest upon your deliberations." 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, for the ' 
information of hon. Members .it is· intended 
that the t;neeiing of this ' House ·should last 
for four weeks and if we are able to finish 
earlier, we would adjourn earlier. Members · 

·would have already been. in possession of 
the programme of the meeting. In between 
there will be Parliamentary ·delegations to 
visit certain economic projects which ·are · 
being carried out by the · Western Nigeria 
Government, so on those days there will be no 
sittings of the House. . · 

On Friday the 24th March, there will be a 
visit to the Ewekoro Cement Works, 'a venture 
costing over £4 ·million; then the ·N.P.C.C., 
Abeokuta, the Agege Dairy and Poultry Farm; · 
·and the Mushin Industrial Estate. On 
the 12th of, April, there will be another 
Parliamentary delegation to Apoje Plantations, 
on the 19th of April, the Ilesha Farm Institute 
and the Esa-Oke Farm Settlement, about 
which most of us have heard a lot. The 
Budget Speech itself will be presented on 
Monday, 27th March, and the Debate on the 
Address will be concluded on the 5th of April. 
The House will adjourn for the Easter Holi
days on the 29th of March and will resume on 
the 5th of April. It will be noticed that there 
will be no Saturday sittings, this will enable .. 
Members who want to see their famiiies or 
visit their' constituencies to do so. As the 
meeting of the House progresses if new 
developments arise I shall inform. Members . 

· NOTICES OF MOTIONs· 
Su~pension of Standing Order 4 '< 4) ; 
Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Si;, I ,beg to .. 

move that Standing Order 4 (4) be suspended 
during this meeting. · 

The Minister of Justice (Mr S • . 0. 
Ighoqaro) : I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
The ~alance Sheet. of t~e firs~ six. months ' Question put and agreed to . 

of our. Independence m th1s Regwn 1s one of , -F · t ' th H · £ M b · 
continued progress despite ... difficulties. My - ree. passage o e ouse or . em e~s 
Ministers are determined that we • shall be Chief Ode.biyi: I beg to move the motion 
·second to n~ne in maintai~ing the unity and standing in my name, that this House ·prays 
integrity of the Federation-of Nigeria as well His Excellency to give directions .that the 
as its 'peace and prosperity. We can achieve Commissioner . of Police , shall keep, during 
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· the Session of the legislature. the streets 
leading to the House free and open and that 
no obstruction shall be permitted to hinder 
the passage trereto of Members of th~ House. 

l'he Minister of Local Government 
(Alhadji D. S. Adegbenro): I ·beg to 
second. 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agrtted to. 

Committee of Selection 

Chief Qdebiyi: I beg to move that Chief 
A. Adekeye, Mr S. T. Adelegan and Chief . 

. J. 0. Fadahunsi be members of the Commit-
, .,_,ee _ of Selection. 

Alhadji Adegbenro: I beg to second. 
Question proposed. 
. Question put and agreed to. , 

NOTICES OF PUBLIC BILLS 
Notices .to present the following -Bills were 

given:- · · · 

(1) Incoro_e Tax (Amendment) Bill. (The 
Minister of Finance). 

(2) Statutory Emoluments Bill. (The 
Minister of Finance). 

(3) Loans Bill. (The Minister of Finance). 

Chief Odebiyi: The Moneylenders Bill 
is not my responsibility the appropriate 
Minister will move it. I will also, give the 
first reading of the Moneylenders Bill. 

The a,bove Bills are to be read later in the 
meeting. 

BILLS: FIRST READING 
_ The following . Bills were presented and 
read the First time, they were ordered to be 
read a Seco'nd time ·hter in the meeting. 

(1) Produce Inspection Bill (Minister of 
Trade arid Industry). 

(2). Marketing Board Law (Amendment) 
Bill (Minister of Trade and Industry). 

(3) Local GovGrnment (Amendment) 
. Bill (Minister of Local Government). 
·. (4) Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill (The 
: M!nister of Finance). ' 

· (5) Lands Instruments Registration Bill 
(The Minister of Lands and Housing). 

(6) Chiefs Law (The Minister of Chief-
taincy Affairs). · 

The Leader of the Oppostion (Mr R. A. 
_ Fa'ni-Kayode): We couldn't hear, you should 
speak louder, it should be repeated. 

Mr Speaker: I am not here to repeat ·what 
Members say to other Members; he should 
address his speech to me. 

(7) _University of Ife (Provisional Coun
cil) Bill (The Minister _of Education). 

(8) 1961 .:62 Appropriation Bill (T~e 
Minister of Finance). 

(9) 1958-59 Supplementary Appropriation. 
Bill-(The Minister of..finance). 

- (1 0) 19 59-60 Supplementary Approp.ria~ 
tion Bill (The Minister of Finance). 

(11) 1960-61 Supplementary Appropria
tion Bill (The Minister of Finance). 

Mr Oviasu: It is for the Minister to lay 
the Bills on the Table and read them from a 
piece of paper. 

SPEECH · FROM. THE . THRONE 
Motion for an Address 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr ' S. T. 
Adelegan): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to move 
that an humble Address be presented to His 

. Excellency the Governor in the following 
terms:-

That this Honourable House expresses 
its loyal and dutiful thanks to His Excel .. 
lency the Governor for his . Excellency's 
most Gracious .Speech. ' 

And that this address be formally pre
sented jointly by the Leader of the House 
and the Leader of Opposition. · 

First of all, Mr Speaker, Sir, I should 
wish to congratulate His Excellency for 
the richly deserved honour of being the first 
-Nigerian Governor to present an address to 
this House in this historic Session following 
the attainment of independence by the 
Federation of Nigeria. 

In his characteristic modesty His Excellency . 
has omitted the part he himself played in the 
evolution of this blessed country · from 
colonialism . to full and .mature independence. 
However, as praise should be given where it 
is due, this 'Honourable House will wish to 
place on record the past services of this illus
trious son of Nigeria in his capacity -as natural 
ruler and as statesman. There is no doubt, 
Sir, that "this Region, which has always been 
lucky to have as its pilots wonderful men of 
experience and steadfastness, will gain im-
mensely under his fatherly and 'mature 
experience. · 

In this memorable aadress His Excellency 
has toucherl practically on all aspects of the 
prodigious programmes of this far-seeing . 
Government, a{1d though it might be -well
nigh impossible to comment on most of the 
matters mentioned, there are such in these 
programmes as easily attract the eye and qn 
some of which I would wish to talk in brief. 

; I 
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·· One aspect of this Address, which has 
.. impressed me as · most realistic, is the way 
.in which His . cExcellency has presented, in 
an undisguised form., the social, :economic and 
moral problems . facing this Region and the 
,tremendous efforts his Government is making 

· to solve these problems. Take for example, 
Sir, the present uncertainty in the Cocoa 
market. Everybody knows, Sir, that the 
m ost important .cash crop which has earned 
·this Region envy and sometimes hatred from 
som·e people and some other Regions is cocoa. 
It must therefore be of concern to all lovers 
of this Region that at the time we are meeting 
for this Budget Session the price of this most 

' vital product is falling sharply, resulting in the 
' falling· of producer . prices, altering our 
. revenue prospects and reducing surpluses for 
transfers to the Development Fund. But 

· there are some in this Region who would 
choose to be mischievous in every Govern

. ment measure; who claim that the Govern
.· ment has been responsible for the lowering of 

the prices ana would wish the Government 
_to subsidise prices by using money badly 
needed for · development. Every sincere 
son of this Region will say "No". , No 
Government, no Minister in this Region, 

. eats cocoa. Cocoa is sold abroad . and the 
Govh-nment can only· pay back to producers 

. what it receives from the markets. 

· . One f; ct,' Sir, which is not always borne in 
mind by -those mischief makers -is that while 
tl:ie Government of this Region had been 

· paying £160 ~o £170 per ton for cocoa, the 
. M arketing Board of Ghana was all the time 
. paying £110. And this is exactly what the 

Gove.rnment of'. Western .Regior1 is now 
payin'g. .·· This is not to spite i.n any way the 
Ghana , Government which ·is accepted by 
many as progressive and · which, of course, 
is the idol of these mischief m·akers. It is 
only to show that in deciding to pay £110 for 
cocoa· the Western Nigeria Government has 
dor~e thy best in th~ prevailing circun::stance. 
Thts year alone, Str, even· when paymg the 

· reduce~ rate of £110 per ton of cocoa, the 
W estern Nigeria Government will still have 
to subsidise the cocoa producer.s with some 

· £ 6 mil!ion. I would therefore appeal to the 
mischief ·makers to change heart and co
ope.rate in the settlement of this vital matter. 

n is, -however, a matter for great jubilation 
that the farmers- the producers- who are 
primarily ~ concerned in this matter, fully 

· understand ' the situation and would only 
laugh at mischief makers. They know their 

· friends and · retain full confidence in ·this 
Government. We all take sol~ce in this and 

the fact · that the Government is doing 
· everything· possible to broaden the base o~ · 
the Region's economy in order to reduce 
our dependence on this major cash crop . . 

.. 
One other factor, Sir, of the realistic 

approach of this Government, is in the settle
ment of tax matters. h is gratifying to note 

· that while the Government will make tax 
easier to pay by introducing t~e "Pay as you 
earn" system, it will also arrange for collection 
of tax from non-Africans and · combat tax 
evasion. 

,., 

G-overnment .. has been particularly lucky . 
in having as Minister of Agriculture at · this 
moment a versatile and resourceful ·man, 
who takes his job as a vocation and has pnicti
cally succeeded in revolutionising agricultur~ 
in Western Nigeria. Vvhen this Minister 
paid visits to Israel a few years ago, he was 
being ridiculed and called names from certain 
quarters. But it is gratifying, Sir, that this 
very quartets has now come back to learn 
from this Region the value of farm settlements 
which are the products of the trips to Israel. 
This is going to be not only an ·effective 
means of checking unemployment but also 

· of bringing revolutionary schemes to the 
practice of agriculture throughout the Federa
tion of Nigeria. In short, Sir, the Eastern 

· Region has now borrowed a leaf from this 
Region. (Opposition Benches: Concentrate 
on the West a,nd leave the East alone.) I 
must make comparison ............ Everybpt;ly 
enjoys the prospects of farm settlements 
being set up in the Western Region. ·The 
Government should, however, · continue to 

·encourage the growth of· food . products 
as I. ~u.ch ' as that of . ~ash crops .. 
( Opposztwn Benches: Read · on .... : ...... :. 
read on .. ... . perhaps it was written for 'you 
by the Hon. the Minister of Local.' Govern
ment to read here). Prosperous countries like 
England an_d the U .S.A. and the U.$.S.R. do . 
·not depend solely on cash crops. TheGovern- c 
ment has 130 far encouraged the grow~ng of 
food _crops by issuing loans to farmers . This 
sysiem should be intensified and more 
effectively supervised. · ;•'. · 

Sir, when I remember how in this 'Region 
some ignorant far:r.Oers would -pledge . their 
cocoa or farmland in order to be able to. seduce · 
a third or fourth wife, my heart blesses 'the 
Minister of Agriculture for the. proposal to 
introduce legislation to prevent the ruinous 
exploitation of farmers by ··unscrupulous 
money-lenders. It is also gratifying t9 note 
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that the Government will review its forest 
policy to prevent_ unsqupulous exploitation. 
I wish; to remark, Sir, that in my constitu
ency such unscrupulous exploitation has 
caused great public concern. 

. ' 
Opposition Benches: You do not n~!ed 

to come and read a speech written for you 
here. , 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, on 
· point of order. 

Standing Order 27 section (1) prevents a 
Member from tea ding his speech, Sir ..... . .. . 
''A member shall not read his speech". . , 

_ Mr Speaker: The Hon. Member is only 
referring to fiis notes, and not reading. 

_(Cheers from Government Benches). 

Mr Adelegan: Sir, I would wish to 
commend this Government in its practical 
and positive approach to the problem of 
Nigerian unity. What more positive demon
stration of this practical approac~ can be 
found anywhere in this Federation than the 
proposal of this Government to alter its 
development plan to make it possible for the 
planning period of the four Governments 'of 
Nigeria to fall, into the same quinquennium. 
True, there are those ' apostles of chaos and 
confusion whose only thought is for cata
clysms, imbroglios and states of emergency. 
If they have any thought for the well-being of 
Nigeria and the prosperity and happiness of 
its citizens they would be well advised to 
borrmv a leaf from this Government. _ 

Free Primary . E.duc~tion in Nigeria is the 
baby of the Action: Group Government. 
The Action Group, as the mother, , knows 
much more how to care for her baby's health 
and when to take her to the doctor for a 
medical check-up. In this light, Sir, one feels 
to praise the Government for setting up the 
Banjo Commission-made up of veterans and 
experts in educational practice. We do not 
know yet what recorllinendations this Com
mission has m~de but hope that soon copies of 
their report will be made available to bon. 
Members. But one thing one feels to 
pr:aise the Government for is the .. fact that it 
has maintained the system without fail all 
these years. Government has at no time 
beheaded the classes, thereby causing mass 
retrenchment of teachers and distress - to 
children or voluntary agency organisations. 
Rather, the remarkable thing is that Govern
ment has all along taken teachers into. confi
dence and -'by respecting these professionals, 
has reaped rich dividends. In other places, 
the continued ,snobbery of teachers' organi-

sations has been causes of continuous fricti~ns 
- the reduction of classes without n otice has 
resulted in grief ~nd unem ploym ent for 
myriads of teachers . 

The decision of the Government of Westei n 
N igeria to build a university has only come as 
a logical corollary d sounq educational 
organisation and a ' steady tier of progress. 
First , Primary Education was expanded and 
established, then secondary education and 
sixth form workwtts expanded. The Govern- · 
ment can now go on to the building of a 
university. There are examples in ~ the 
Federation of a government which proceeded -
to plan a university even though its primary 
education scheme was breaking down and . 
another which has started the nucleus of a_ 
university while at the same time sending for 
experts in the United Kingdom to plan its · ·'.: 
universal primary education. This is like 
building storie skyscrapers on mud fc:;mnda-
tion. 
'The Government deserves a pat on the back 

on the development of roads. In the whqle of 
the Federation the Western Region Govern- 
m.ent has developed and tarred the highest 
mil~age of roads. The permanency and 
quality of these roads will only be appreciated 
by those who have occasions to travel to 
other parts of Nigeria, especially members of -
the Opposition who have need to travel to the 
East for inspiration. 

I would, however, draw the Government's 
attention to the need to redouble develop
·ment projects for the rural areas in order to 
keep their populations happy and ther~fore 
intact. It -is quite gratifying that the 
Government is considering. the extension of 
rural electricity and rural water supplies. 
But I can see also the need · for rural village 
and country planning and more rural health 
centres. Government should consider ·as a · 
matter of urgency the supply of water to 
most rural areas. · 

The proposal to improve the organisation 
and service _condition of the Local Govern
ment Police is most welcome. A fallacious 
op.inion is being held by many in this Region 
that the Local Government Police is inferior 
to the Nigeria Police. The Nigeria Police 
are looked upon as paragons of infallibility and 
impartiality while 'the . Local Government 
Police are ridiculed and paid less than the . 
Nigeria Police. Government should bring 
this situation to a steady and efficient end. 
The Local Government Police should be 
given the same efficient training and the same 
pay as the Nigeria - Police. Govern
ment should also look into the situation 
whereby during elections the Local Govern-

~' 
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rnent Police are not allowed to handle 
political cases. The Nigeri~- Police Force 
are also human beings and can have their 

·_ own sympathies and prejudices. I would 
like to suggest that the Local Government · 
Police should . be r'enamed "The Western 
Nigeria Police". . . 

Sir; l beg to mov~. 

Mr N. A. Adibi: Mr Speaker, Sir, in 
supporting the Motion I would wish to make 
some general observations. It has been well 
said in the Speech from the Thro~e that. this 
Budget Session is unique for beirig the first 
one since Nigeria has attained Independence. 

The return of the Action Group into power 
in this Region is an unqualified testimony and 
honour given to a party and its government. 
(Cheers). · · · 

Opposit~on Benches: Speak up .please! 

Mr Adibi: I was saying, Sir, that the 
return of Action Group .into power in . this 
Region · is an unqualified testimony and 
honour. The .political sanity of the Western 
Region electorate, in voting into power the 
Action Group, a dynamic and progressive 
party, has been yielding rich dividends. This · 
will continue to . be so as long as the electorate 
continue td support .this Action Group 
Government. The return of Action Group 
. . . . . . (interruptions). 

Mr Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
say that as the hon. Member is making his 
maiden speech, it . is only courteous that . 
Members of this House should listen. 

Mr Speaker: I agree entirely with the 
Leader of the House. 

1\tlr Adihi: I was saying, Sir, that the . 
. retur,n of Ac~ion Group into power has . 

ushered in the dawn of a new era of peace, 
· . progress and prosperity for the Western 
. Region in particular and the Federation of 
'Nigeria in general; for the lat;ter because in 
all progressive measures for social welfare 

. of the masses, this Action Group Government 
hns · al:ways set the pace for the other govern
ments to follow. 

This is a Government with a purpose. It is 
a G9vernment which pl'actises parliamentary 

. democracy and the rule of law (prolonged 
chee~s)~ · ' · 

I su'ggest! Sir; that there are two political 
econo~nic doors to any independent Region 
or country-there is the one door for "adver
sity" and there is the other for "prosperity". 
In the "adversity" room there is confusion, 
indiscipline, · planlessness, tribalism, hero· 

worship, suppression and oppression of the ~ 
niinorities, financial instability, regimentation 
of opinions, Q.eplorable conditions of the 
masses who are sacrificed to the dogs,, loud 
noise-making, and what is more, arrogant,. 
inefficient leadership. In the "prosperity" 
one you have discipline, orderliness, sound 

- planning, equal opportunities for all according 
to talents·· and initiatives, good financial 
husbandry, respect for minority views and 
exemplary leadership. The key to this all
important room is in the hands of this Action 
Group Government. · · 

Opposition Benches: 
to the other room? 

Where i~ the key, 
. ' 

Mr Adibi: I do not know. Don't ask, 
me. ; , · 
· This Government has a ' keenly reflective 
hind-sight and a clear, penetrating foresight. 

The Opposition Party M~mb~rs here seem 
to have completely lost their political hind
sight, while their foresight is .blurred, watery 
and yielding with the days. They believe . 
in boisterous noise-making,· and goodnessr· 
how they make it forgetting that, empty 
barrels make the greatest noise! No wonder, 
then, sterling qualities of the Action Group 
Government have placed .it ,. in · a coveted 
position of exemplary and. dynamic leadership, 
and no wonder it always set~ all progressive . 
paces.. · ·'. 

A progressive Government like this 
deserves ·all the co-operation the governed 
can give it. We are all in duty bound, no 
matter our positions in life, to give full 
support · to the Government in offices; 
workshops, in business, on the farms, in 
schools, etc. Vve should work very hard and 
be productive to our best . 

Taxes ·should be paid when due, without 
being chased for them. No progressive 
schemes,.are operated without money ar1d the 
Government has no magic wand to provide 

· necessary money for development schemes. 
The money must be provided by you· and me: · 

Foreign visitors from America, Germariy ,· 
India, etc., · have had nothing but praises for 
the Western Region's various social welfare, 
schemes. This is a Reg~ on waking into a 
coveted prosperity through the untiring efforts 
of the able men at the helm of Government 
affairs. Th~ Region could be made more 
prosperous. , . 

( ' 

New agricultural projects, e.g., .Farm 
Settlements, will not only stabilise our· 
economy bu ~ rnals:e the Regir..m the , bread 
basket of the F ederation of Nigeria. For a .. , . . 
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balanced and stable economy, agricultural 
development should go side by side with 
industrial and technical developments. There 
.is ample · evidence that Government has 
,embarked on th1s three-pronged development 
phm.. . · , ·· ,, 

"(- ~ .. The University of Ife is yet another proof 
;;•'y of .foresight and ··planning for which this 
;'t· ·;Government deserves a great pat on the back, 
:.~ (Hear! hear!). · My fervent prayerful hope 
X is . that the University will in due course so 

; ~-~ develop that it will have extensions in one or 
· \f two other places in the Region. It will, 
, ·. ~: I think, be of unlimited benefit not only to 
.' ', this Region or country, but also to Africa. as a 
~i: whole, if the University will specialise m 
'i both science and technology. 

Self-advertising is often necessary to 
achieve one's ends, and it cannot harm unless 

' one loses one's common::;ense and . feeling 
of proportion. It will be a justifiable pride 
if Government should do more of self-advert-

' ising ·_of its social service( l'!nd achievements. 

• Mr : Speaker, Sir, the situation in the 
Congo is Y-ery deplorable. It is · a pity that 
the situation arose at all. , The Congo affair · 
is a test for the United Nations Organisation. 
Whether it will at last succeed or not remains 
to be seeri. 

It is not very encouraging that the Federa
tion of Nigeria · is unable to make any clear
cut policy on the events in the Congo. 
Nigeria, therefore, seems to appear power
shy, waiting for other African . countries to 

· give · her a lead. Warmer blood of vigour, 
vitality and dynamism should run always in 
the veins of an independent Nigeria leadership 
(hear! hear!) . Nevertheless, our · soldiers 

. and . police force serving ·in the Congo 
deserve high ·commendation for the very 
admirable way they do their duty and for 
conducting themselves in such a good 
manner as to win for them and their country 
praisesthroughout the world. (Hear! hear!). 

In conclusion, Sir, this is a time in our 
political histor.y that requires all the best of 
us all, in leadership as well as in followership . 
We .have to prove to the world that Nigeria 
has arrived as· a N:1tion among the Nations of 
the world. 

So, therefore, in . this first year of' our 
: independence, let 'us all resolve anew to work 
harder, to co-operate with all who are we11-
meaning, to uphold democratic ideals and 
respect human dignity and rights; to leave 
this place better than we found it, and to 
make life 1'nore abundant f<;>r all (hem) hear!). 

• .. 

Mr Speaker , Sir, I beg to second. (Pro 
longed applause) . . 

Further Deba_te on this Motion adjourned till 
Monday, 27th March, 1961. · 

ADJOURNMENT . 
Chief Odebiyi : Mr Speal~er , Sir , I beg 

to move that the Hou~e d6 now ncljourn, 
I should like to mention to Members that 
arrangements are being made for two sepa
rate parliamentary delegations to the Ewe
koro Cement Factory, Abeokuta, .and the 
Agege Dairy Farm on Friday. A notice 
has already been passed round to Members 
who wish to opt for one or the other. I 
hope they will pass this to the Chief Whips 
so that they could really make the necessary 
arrangements . 

Alhadji Adegbenro: I beg to second. 
Question proposed. 

Refusal of Leader. of Opposition to 
be presented to His Excellency 

the Governor 
Mr J. A. Awopeju: Mr Speaker, ·sir. 

I wish to say that this Ho\}se deplores and 
deprecates the conduct of the hon. Leader of 
the Opposition by failing to team up with 
other VIPs for presentation by the hon. the 
Premier to His Excellency Sir Adesoji 
Aderemi, . Governor of Western Region. 
Sir, I should. say that this· is a piece of 
slight not only to His Excellency . but also to. 
this honourable House and the people of this 
Region at large. 

No matter what the Leader of Opposition 
may personally be thinking or nursing in 
his mind, he, as the Leader of the Opposition, 
is officially bound to play his part and respect 
this House and the Governor: There is a 
world of difference between Mr R. A. Fani
Kayode, Q.c·. and · hon. R., A. Fani-Kayode, 
Leader of the Opposition; so also it is in the · 
case of His Highness Sir Adesoji Aderemi; 
Oni of Ife, and His Excellency Sir Adesoji 
Aderemi, Governor of Western Nigeria. 

I would say" that when the Leader of . 
Opposition was making his election speeches 
he · cited the scriptures at large. I think 
he has given to me the cue and I should like 
to use it. Now I would recommend to my 
good friend to read the sayings of St Paul 
when he ~aid . "Feax God, honour the 
Kirtg and love brotherhood", and not only 
that, the Fifth Commandment is also appro
priate for his consideration, illumination arid 
reflection. 

Now, Sir, I do agree with Shakespeare · as 
stated in Richards II that 'if man is made to · · 
see a vision and that either .... . . (in,terruptions). ' · · 
Sir, I could say that the wisdom of Achitophel 

:. .. 

.. ,. 

'. 
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[MR AWOPEJU) . . . 
was turned into foolishness when he rebelled 
against David the King, a man to whom he 
could have been a worthy councillor, and so 
also . was Haman got in the toil and the 

. gallows prepared for Modecai. 
I think my good friend of the Opposition 

might have read the book · of Esther. I 
strongly appeal to the hon: Gentleman 

' to let by1;5ones be bygones, to execute his own . 
part to open up a new era for reconciliation 

which we, on this side·· of the House are 
prepared to reply to at the' appropriate time. 
(Jeers ........ . ) :. 

Mr F. H. Utomi: Well, l wish to raise 
on the floor of this House again a painf1,1l 
situation just occurring in Asaba DivisiQn. · '

Mr Speaker: Order. I thought you 
were going to speak on this motion. 

Mr Utom'i: I submitted my motion on · 
Adjournment. 

and change. I do agree with Thomas Calyle Mr Speaker: I am sorry, you cannot 
-· when lie· said (prolonged cheers) that: raise it now. 

: "T'oday"is not yesterday, The Premier (Chief S. L. Akintola): I 
We are that day. have been terribly much shocked to observe 

· . How then can our works -and thoughts 
1 • ·'·:continue always still. that this historic Session of this hou. House 

had to start with such an unfortunate incident 
. Ifthey are being defeated." as has already been described, but am a little 

"Change, he said, "is payable yet ever lived, · bit shocked to listen to the l\1emb'er for Ilesha 
and if memory has important worth so also admitting that it was indeed a slighL ·On . · 
is hope". ., 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am grateful for this whom? On the person and dignity of the 
opportunity. office of the Governor ........ . (uproar ......... ) 

!vir Olowofoyeku On point, of correc-
Chief Odebiyi: It is true, Sir' that the . tion. I said it is a slight incident. · 

l-Ion. Leader of Opposition is one of those 
tvho are norn1ally traditionally presented to Chief Akintola: He said it was a slight, 
Hjs Excellency the Governor at the State incident' ........ . (interruptions) .... .. I · say this' 
Opening of Parliament. The Leader of that we on this side of the House believe 
Opposition arrived this morning, took his that the hon. Leader of Opposition is entitled 
place on my left side and as soon as His Excel- to all rights and privileges pertaining to his 
lency was approaching to where he was office and the hon. Leader of Opposition ' 
standing he said he was going to the toilet. expects us to extend to him all his rights and 
Everybody knew, Sir, ·that the Leader of the privileges. · J • , , • • :, 

Opposition was trying to avoid His Excellency · We are all sensible enough, responsible 
because · if he were not trying to avoid His .enough, to draw a line between Dr Nnamdi 
Excellency he could have waited to re~eive the ' Azikiwe, the Governor-General of the Fede
handshake of His Excellency and could have - ration, and Dr Azikiwe as a person; The 

-gone to the toilet later. Governor-General must be respected under 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I tried to suggest to the any circumstances whatsoever. (Applause). 

Leader of Opposition to -wait but he. did not Do' not treat this in~ident as being slight: 
do .so. T.he.re we~e others ~n the ~me who I think the sooner the Members of the 
noticed thts .mclud_mg the C~tef J usttce and a Opposition have a private talk with their 
few others mcludmg the Btshop of Ibadan Leader, the better. I know there are sensible 
and all others who wer~ there. people opposite me. We want to respec~him · 

_I need l;ardly say, Str, that what happene.d as the Leader of the Opposition'· of this 
th1~ mornmg was a challenge ~0 the Const!- House and we want to respect his: office as 
tutwn bec~use the . Governor Is the Queen s part and parcel of the constitution and so 
representative and IS the ~ea~ of St~te and should the office of the Governor of the 
therefore any honou~ whtch · lS due to the Region be respected. By the . Grace of God 
Queen ought to be. gtven to whoever repre- the Governor is the Head of State today and 

· sents the Queen here. It ~oes . not matter by birth and position which he has attained in 
whatever may be the personal attitude of the h' R · f 1 h h b d L d f h 0 · · . · h 0 · f If t IS egwn, we ee e oug t to e respecte 

b 
ea erGo t e pfpohs~tlRon ~o t e . m . o . e by any Member of this House·. 
ut as ov~rnor o t 1s egwn, an mst1tut10n · 

which is reflected in the Constitution, I th1nk, \Ve say, as a final warning, if an incident: 
Sir, that the ho.n. Leader . of Opposition, like this is repeated, appropriate steps which :t 

· ' even as a Queen's Counsel, owes a duty to will be effective will be taken. (Loud ap7 · . 

pay · that respect to the Governor. plause from Government benches). 
Mr. B. Olowofoy:eku: Mr Speaker, Sir, Question put and agreed to. · 

I think this incident which is very slight has Adjourned accordingly at 11.40 a.m. until 
been unduly magnified and it is a matter, Sir, 10 a.m. on Thursday, 23rd Afarch, 1961. " 
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.wESTERN' HOUSE 
ASSEMBLY 

OF 

THURS-DAY, .23RD MARCI~I, 1961 
(The House met at 10:os a.m.) 

(Mr Speaker in th£! Chair) 
PRAYERS '· 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
EDUCATION 

Status of Secondary Modern Schools 

10/116. Mr M. A. Fetuga asked the 
•Minister of Education whether Government 

· ;, intended then or in the near futc:;:re, to raise 
· the status of the present Modern Secondary 
·. Schools to that .of Secondary. Grammar 
' Schools. . . :. . . . . . . . . . interruptions from the 
. Opposition Benches. ~ ............. . 

i' -r, ~ 

J. ·· The ParHamentary Secretary to the 
, ;~! · Minister of Education (Mr R. A. Olusa): 
1
,4 • The whole question of Secondary Modern 
~J Scho~ls in the We~tern ~egion is.undergoi~g 
'if a rudimentary review. The BanJO Commis- . 
~" .·· Sian set up by the Govern,ment towards the 
·,. end · of last year to review the educational 

;1V. .-system of the Region has made far-reaching 
',' conclusions .. On the question of the Second
,_ . ary .' Modern Schoqls which will conform 

I 

' 

in status- to, or not being different from 
those of ,Secondary Grammar Schools, the 
Government is at present considering these 
proposals. · · 

TRADE AND ,INDUSTRY 

Pr_oduce Inspectors 

10/117. Mr S. A. Sanni asked the 
Minister of' Trade and . Industry to state 
the to'tal number of Produce Inspectors in 
the Region. . .- • ' . 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Chief A. 0. Adeyi): There are 326 
inspectors of · various grades in the Region. 
........ '·· .. interruptions from both Government 
imd ·Opposition Benches .............. . 

The Minister of Finance and Leader of 
the House (Chief J. A. · 0. Odebiyi): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, on point of order, Sir. May 

· I refer to Standing Order 15 .(2) which says 
that "when called by Mr Speaker a Member 
shall ask his Question by rising and begging 
leave to ask Question No ...... of the Minister 
of ......... or such other Member as may be 
appropriate". 

Mr Speaker: In explanation to that I 
allowed Members to make mistakes · on 
account of their newness ..... . (wild applause 
and interruptions from both Government and 

'I • 

Opposition Benches) ........ . their newness to 
this Honourable Assembly; and I am really 
happy that it has been pointed .out by . the · 
honourable the Leader of the House as to · 
what is the proper procedure under the 
circumstance. . ....... . (prolonged applause and 
cheers from Government and Opposition 
Benches) ........... . 

.. 
Establishment of Industries . . . 

10/109. Mr S. A. Akerele asked the 
Minister of Trade and Industry why village · 
industries, such as brick-making and pottery, 
h:1·1e not been established in Aiyede and 
Ishan areas in Ekiti North-East Constituency 
-an area famous for day and native pot
making throughout the whole of Ondo 
Province. 

Chief Adeyi: The staff · of the Clay 
Section of the Ministry of Trade and Indus
try in the Region is now ·conducting investi
gations into the· suitability of cl.ay in the 
'Aiyede and Ishan areas in Ekiti Division. 
The first result of tests carried out on bricks 
made from the clay of the area is not very 

·· successful. It is learnt that better clays are 
available in certain parts of the area and 
further investigation is still being carried out. 

Loans to Indigenous Business:men 

10/37. Mr Y. Adekunle asked the Minis- ·· 
ter of Trade and Industry y.rhen and how 
Government would implement the decision 
to help indigenous businessmen in the 
Region with reasonable loans. 

Chief Adeyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
Western Region }i'inance Corporation is· now 
giving new loan assistahce to indigenous 
businessmen who are engaged in activities . 
calculated to increase the economic welfare 
of the Region. The Corporation has issued 
a number of industrial loans to assist such 
industries as quarry, saw-milling, rubbe.r 
proce!lsing, ceramics and yam processing . 
such' as the one in Ede. The question of 
loans to traders has been under consideration 
for some time now and Members will be . 
fully informed whe? a decision is- reached. · 

Patronage, of Government Projects 
. . 

10/38. Mr Y. Adekunle asked the Mi~is·
ter of Trade and Industry whether Govern
ment would consider the advisability of 
encouraging Government Departments hnd · 
other public authqrities to patronise . the 
industrial, agricultural and commercial 
projects already set up in the Region. 

•' 

·. ' 

. u. 
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Chief Adeyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, Govern
ment -fully recognises the necessity for 
giving . the fullest patronage to industrial, 
agricultural and · commerical projects which · 
are operating in the Region. To this end,. 
directives have been issued to all Government 
Departments and separate. C01;p6rations 
emphasising the need for giving the fullest 
patronage to products of loc.al industry in 

, · ~: all cases .where the prices and qualities 
prove to be competitive. Furthermore, the 
Federal Government, in consultation with 
the . Regional Governments, has organised .. 
a schedule incorporating numbers of products 
·of local industries approved for Government 
purchase. The schedule which is a fairly 
wide circular is subject to revision regularly 
as and when new industries are being 
,established: 

I . ., 
PARLIAMENTARY. DELEGATIONS 

r 
ChiefOdebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I would 

)ike t6 remind the hon. Members of the 
. parliamentary delegation which is taking 
place tomorrow to _Agege Poultry Farm, 

. ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY . 
27TH MARCH, 1961 

Chief Odebiyi :' Mr Speaker, Sir, · I beg 
to move that at its rising this day the House 
shall adjourn until Monday, 27th, March, 
1961. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: I beg to second. 
Question proposed.' 

Question put and agreed to. 

.. . 
PRESENTATION AND FIRST 
READING OF PUBLIC BILLS . 

. The following Bills were pr~sented and 
read the First time; they were 'ordered to be 
read a· Second time later in the meeting:-. . 

~ 
(1) The Statutory Offices Emoluments 

Bill (Minister of Finance). 

(2) The Local Go~ern~ent (Amend
ment) Bill (Minister of Local Government). 

'' 
THE STATUTORY OFFICES 

EMOLUMEN'l'S BILL 
SECOND READING 

Ikeja and Mushin Industrial Estates, the Order for Second Reading re~d. 
Ewekor9 Cement Works, and the Nigerian' · · · 
Pre-stressed Concrete Company, A,beokuta. , - Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speake'r Sir, under 

the Western Region· Constit\ltion, certain · 
offices are s;upposed to be statutory offices. 
These offices are, the Chief Justice, Judges 
of the High Court, the Chairman of the 
Public . Servi<;:e Commission, the Director 
of Public Prosecutions ·and the ·'Director 
of Audit. Sometime ago last year the · 
salaries attached to these posts were revised, 
and as a result, there is need for a revision 
of the Bill itself so that the new increases .. 
in the salaric;:s attached to these posts may 
be reflected. I think, Sir, that Members of 
the Opposition, will agree that in view of, the. 

It is expected that those who have already 
been allocated to the different tours will be 
here _at nine o'clock tomorrow to join the 
super de luxe buses which had been purchased 
by Government for this type of tours. 

· Lunch will be served at the Ikeja Arms 
for those who will go to the Ikeja Industrial 
Estate, and at the Catering Rest House and, 
if I may add, Sir, the hon. the Minister of 
Local Government has kindly consented to 
o:ffer · hospitality to as many .. Members as 
possible · who · pass through Abeokuta 

. tomorrow ...... (prolpnged applause from Govern-
ment Benches) .... .. 

BUSINESS MOTIONS 

Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

· Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg · 
to move that Standing Order 4 (2}· be. sus- · 

\ pended this day to allow the House. to 
continue sitting after 1.00 p.m. if necessary. 

The Minister of Local Government 
(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): I beg to second, 
Sir. · 

Question 'p1·oposed. 

Question put and agreed to. 

increases this Bill is very necessary;·_ 

I therefore beg to move. J .·"' . .. 

The Minister of Lands and Housing . · 
(Chief J. 0. Adigun): I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr G. I.· Oviasu: The Minister ofFin~mc~ 
hasn't said anything that warrants an utmost 
certificate of urgency from. the Go-yernor in 
Council ·showing· the reason why •this 'Bill 

· should be · stream-rolled for ·· their '. purpose. 
For this reason, Sir, I ' beg to prppose_ .'an 
amendment. The .amendment is ' that this 
Bill . be read a second time this . day three· 
months. · · ,. · ·' 

Chief ·odebiyi: May 'I ~all the''attention 
of the hon. Member to Standing· Order 41 
(1): At least one day's notice shall be given 

I. 

•' 
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[CHIEF 0DEBIYI] 

for the presentation of a Bill. Yesterday, 
Sir I gave notice of this Bill and only twenty~ 
fot:r hours' · notice· is necessary and that has 
been done. I have complied with the 
necessary provisions of that Order. , 

Mi· Oviasu: I think, Sir, that we 
Members on this side are just-seeing the Bill 
for the first time. I · would have said that 
the Minister of Finance is telling a blatant 

. lie ........ . 

· Chief Odehiyi: · 1\1ost unparliamentary, " 
Sir! ,,Most unparliamentary! 

.r. f 

Governll'f'ent Benches: Withdraw that 
word! . , 

· Mr Speaker: I strongly advise the hon. 
Gentleman to withdraw that language. · 

Mr Oviasu: I do Sir. 

. (Government Benches: . Shame, shame.) 

The Leader of Opposition (Mr R. A. 
Fani-Kayode): Mr Speaker, Sir, I made 
every effort to obtain a copy of this Bill from 
niv pigeon hole and from the Papers Office. I 
ca~ assure you, Mr Speaker, speaking from the 
floor of this House and with all seriousness, 
that Members of the Opposition did not 
get, I repeat, did not get, a sip.gle cop_y 
of this Bill in the Papers Office up to thts 
morning. I am certain that the Leader of 
the House will accept my word for it. 

Chief Odebiyi: There are many things 
that I can accept, Sir1 but I don't thipk I 
can accept this from the Leader of the 
Opposition .. ;· ........ . (interruptions). For ?-ll 
I know, Sir, the Clerk of the House dis
tributed these P.apers personally yesterday. 

(Opposition Benches : No, no.) 

Mr Speake~;: I should like to know·from 
the hon. Gentleman who has . moved this 
amendment whether or not he is satisfied with 
the explanation of the Minister of Finance. 

Mr Oviasu: Very far from being satisfied. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to move that this 
Bill be re'ad this day three .months. This 
Bill,r Sir, is dealing with statutory offices 
emoluments and is providing for increases 
in the salaries of Chief Justice, Judges . of 
the High Court, Chairman of the Public 
Service Commission, and the Director 
of Audit. You know, Sir, that the, Chief 

. Justice is earning £3_,500 an~ Judges £3_,0~0; 
Chairman of Pubhc Servtce Commtsswn 
£3,180, Director of Public Prosecutions 

£2,940, Director of Audit £2,940 . . Members 
of the Public Service Commission who are 
supposed to perform a full-time job. earn 
£2,500 and Members Of the Publi~ Se~ice 
Commission who perform part-tlme JOb 
earn £1,500. Well, Sir, this represen~s . a 
very substantial,intrease and this money wtll 
be t<tken from the coffers of the Treasury 
of this Region ........... . (interruptions) and if. 
we are to have our say, I think, . Sir, that we 
should have been given time to study this 
Bill before we know whether these increases· 
are justified or not. We feel that the 
increases in the statutory offices in thlt upper 

' segment of the Public Service should . not 
necessarily be as high as .all that. It is the 
lower income group · who require such. 
increases because both those in the upper 
segment and those in the lower grade all buy 
from the same market. 

.. . 
Sir, I beg to move that this Bill be read tl).is 

day three months. (prolonged cheers from 
the Opposition side). 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Mr Speaker, Sir, . in 
seconding this motion .. , ... ! wish to :say that 
we are participating. in a Government which 
is not capable of understanding ' simple . 
parliamentary parlance.. . But I mus~ say, Si:, 
that although the Mmtster of Fmance lS 

quite justified when he said he could give 
only one day's notice in o_rder to present the 
Bill, but is this notice and presentation the 
first Reading of the Bill? Surely, Sir, what 
is required between the time of First Reading, 
printing of the Bill, publication of the Bill 
and the Second Reading is giving the Oppo
sition ample time to study the contents of the 
Bill. ·Even if the _Minister may be .cC?rrect, 
Mr Speaker, and in actual fact, made available 
this Bill to the Opposition yesterday afternoon
is it justified rushing to expenditure, the 
p!lblic funds and revenue witho';lt giving 
the Oppositio1_1. ample time to const~er suc_h 
a Bill? Is that parliamentary practtce or IS 

that democracy? (Government Benches: :yes.) 

Mr Speaker, if this is ·the practice . of 
democracy, I arri certain this Government 
will accept without hesitation the things 
happening in the South Africa~ Government. 
Certainly, when··· it . 'comes to money 
matters this Minister of Finance should look 
after public funds as if he had been -. looking 
after his own personal purse. 

I am sure, Sir, that the Minister will 
consider his own personal· budget carefully 
before he rushes to make any large expend
iture. 

.. . 

~. ,· ' .· ,.. 

··~ 

' 
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[MR FANI-KAYODE] 
As a trustee of public funds he must 

· discharge that '' trust equitably. We are 
not he1;e, Sir, for fun. The days when 
politics was mere fun are gone, those were the 
days when attacking the ;British Imperialists 
was the sign of glory ..... :;. (interruptions) .... 
But today, Sir, we are having the Government 
of our own people and every step of that 
Government must be carefully watched and 
jealously guarded by the trustees of public 
funds : 

I am saymg, Sir, that today the Minister 
should realise his big responsibility. He 
cannot come to this House, steax:nroll a Bill, 

. involving and committing the Government 
to thousands of pounds a year, without 
giving us any opportunity to study such a Bill. 
Should the Opposition not I.e taken into 
confidence when financial matters regarding 
this State are to be discussed? 

· This Government, Sir, assured us of its 
co-operation only last year. This Govern
ment, Sir, that is, the Premier and this 
Minister of Finance, called Members of the 
Opposition, assured us of their co-operation, 
assured us that they will take us into confi
dence. Is this the example of that co-operation 
and that confidence? Are they going to 
treat us with contempt by coming to this 
House and treating the whole House like 
babies? ..... . (interruptions). But one day 
the sins•of this. Government will cry to Hea
ven; the sins of the Government will cry to the 

· very' depth of this earth on which we are living. 

The people shall rise against oppression. 
Again and again oppression shall be destroyed 
in every corner of this world (cheers from the 
Opposition Bench) whether the oppression 
is from the white race, whether from white 
~ascists ?r black fascists, and the Party which 
1s treatmg the oth~r Party with contempt 
shall be relegated to the oblivion to which it 
must go . .. · · ' 

Amendment proposed. 
' · Chief Odebiyi: Mr · Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to oppose the amendment (cheers). 
The increases which were proposed and which 

. are now reflected in the Bill which I have· . 
· just presented before the House were the 
increa,ses ·agreed to by all the Governments of 
the Federation when the Mbanefo Commis
sion was published vis a vis Morgan Commis
si_on. · \Yhat we · are doing here is nothing 
d1fferent from what has been done in the 
North, in the East, . and in the Federation. 

" . What we are doing here is hot the question 
' · of. arguing on "the wrongness or rightness of 

the increases. "What we are doing is to revise 
~ 

""v ''C). ,. 

the Law which governs the Law of stanitory · 
emoluments. The time for arguing whether ·. 
the increases should be made has ·already : · 
passed. I concede to the hon. Leader of 
Opposition that in his opinion he may be" 
righ~ for what he has · said but surely• we 
cannot be said to have behaved in l'!- very bad 
way. We have not shown any bad manners 
in the way we have handled any Bill or any 
public fund in this Region (cheers) ...... that is 
reinforced by the fact that in less than a year 
the electorate put us here with a great 
majority, whether the Leader of Opposition 
likes it or not. What he ought to do is to 
go out and whip the electorate for having 
voted us into power. ., 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as I said I don't intend 
to cross swords. I can assure the Leader of 
Opp0sition · that we · are here and can give' 
back measure for measure, number for 
number and language for)angu~ge. (Cheers). 
I should have thought that the Leader of 
Opposition who himself knows the constitu
tional implication of the Bill before the House 
ought to have known better; what he should 
have done is to deliberate with us zealously. 
On this side are many people who can never. 
allow themselves to be misled. As I ' have 
said before, the question befon~ the House is 
not whether these increases are justified or 
not and I am not surprised .that the Opposition 
on every occasion when. similar Bills come 
before the House has indulged in the same 
old arguments. You often hear from them 
talks of vic~imisation, oppression, suppression 
(inte~ruptions) talks of customary courts, 
taxation and so on. · I think, Sir, with . 
great respect, the members of the Opposition 
ought at least, for once, to · introduce some
thing new- something that wiil enliven the 
debate in this House. · We are already bored 
by listerning to the same old .long drawn 
and unimpressive terrriinology. · · , ' 

For these reasons, Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to oppose the amendment. , 

Amendment put and negatived. 

Original Question again proposed . 
' . 

The H;use divided .. 

. i 

(Chief Odebiyi : Mr Speaker, Sir, for the 
information of Members, sometime ago 
when we had a division in the House· people 
made a mistake. ' The '·Noes" should go' in 
through the "Noes" lobby and .the "Ayes" 
should go in through the "Ayes" lobby and 
come out thr~ugh the other side). 
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Tellers 

30 

AYES 58 NOES 33 

AYES · 58 

Mr Y. Adekunle 
Mr S. · T. Adelegan · 
Mr I. A. Adelodun • 
Alhaji A. L. Adenekan 

. Mr J. 0. Adeyemo 

. Chief A. 0. Adeyi 
Mr N. A.· Adibi 
Mr ]. 0. Adigun 

.Mr ]. E. B.· Agba~a . 
Mr E. Aina · 

11: Mr A. Ajibola 
1-2. Mr L.A. Ajimobi' 
13. Mr C. I. Akere 
-14. MrS. A. Akerele 
15. ChiefS. L. Akintola. 
16. Oba C. D. Akran 
17. Mr I. 0. Aniyi 

_,; 18. Mr'E. Anuku 
· 19. Mr R. 0. Areola 
· 20. Mr S. B. Aruwajoye 

21. Mr B. Ashiru 
22. Mr. A. A tie 

· 23. Mr D. Atolagbe 
24. Mr ]. 0. Awopeju 
25. Mr ]. E. Babatola 

· 26. Mr I. Edeki 
·. 27. Mr B. G. Ewah 

. . 28. Alhaji B. 0. Fawehimi 
29. Mr M.A. Fetuga 

. 30. Mr 0. 0. Gbolahan 
31. Mr. N. A. Idodo 
32. Mr ]. 0. Kehinde 
33. M~ R. A. Lana . 

. 34. Mr K. S. Y. Momoh 
· 35. Chief]. A. 0. Odebiyi 
. 36. Mr J. 0. Odigie 

37. Mr J. A. Odutuga 
· 38. Mr D. Ogundiran 

39; Mr Y. Ogunyele 
40. Mr B. Ojeniran 
41. Mr E. 0. Okte 
42. Mr B. Olaniyan 
43. Mr I. A. Olukoju 
44. ·Mr R. A. Olusa 
45. Dr J. 0. Omitowoju 
46. Dr S. D . Onabamiro 
47. Mr D: 0. Orowole . 
48. Mr B. E. 0. Osagie 
19. Mr J. E. Otobo 
50. Mr J. 0. Oye 
51. Mr D. A. Popoola 
52. Mr S. A. Sanni 
53. Mr 0. Sobande 
54. ChiefS. A. Tinubu 
55. Mr C. A. Williams 
56. Mr A. A. Zuokumor 

<:.. .,_, 

57. Chief' A. Adekeye 
58. Mr N. A. B. Kotoye 

NOES 33 
1. Mr J. 0. Abioshun 
2. Mr K. S. Adebesin 
3 . . Mr M.A. Adedigba 
4. Mr M. A. Adewumi 
5. Mr W. Agbahowa 
6. Mr ]. A. Ajuwon 
7. MrS. 0. Akerele · 
8. Mr V.I. Amadasun 
9. Mr E. B. Arowojol:u 

10. Mr A. Atoghegbe · 
11. Mr F. Ebubedike 
12. Mr R. A. Farii-Kayode 
13. Mr 0. Ishola 
14. Mr T. E. Igugu 
15. Mi' E. 0. Imafidon 
16. Mr J ~ L. Lawai 
17. Mr S. A. Layonu 
18.· Mr A. 0. Obadara 
19. Mr D. E . Okumagba 
20. Mr P. V. Okwesa 
21. Mr 0. Olaitan 
22. Mr C. 0. Olamigoke . 
23. Mr B. OlowofoyeJm 
24. Mr J. 0. OmokoV\rajo 
25. Mr F. Osuhor 
26. Mr G. I. Oviasu 
27. Mr K. 0. Owonikoko 
28. Mr S. 0. Oyewole 
29. Mr A. S. Somotan 
30. Mr F. H. Utomi 
31. Mr T. E. Elushade 

Tellers 
32. Mr A. T. Rerri 
33. Chief J. L. Tifase 

Bill accordingly read a Second time and 
ordered for Committee immediately. 

In the Committee. 
Clauses 1 io 5 agreed to. 

· ·Mr Speaker ·resumed the Chair. · 
Bill reported without amendment, read · the 

Third time and passed. 

BILL: FIRST READING 
The following Bill was presented and read 

the First time; it was orderec! to be read a 
Second time immediately. · · 

The Chiefs (Am~ndment) Bi11.-(Minister 
of Chieftaincy Affairs.) · 
THE · CHIEFS (AMENDMENT) BILL

SECOND READING 
Order for Second Reading tead. 
The Minister ·of Chieftaincy ' Affa,irs 

(Dr J. 0. Omitowoju): · Mr ~peaker Si.r, 
I rise to move the Second Readmg of a .B1ll 
for a Law further to amend the Chiefs' Law~ 

, · ... ,; .- I 

. I 

.. I 
" 
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[DR 0MITOWOJU] 
\ 

Difficulties have arisen . m certain areas 
within the Region in· connection with the 
settlement of dispute i'n respect o'r Chieftaincy 
titles and_, the traditional membership of ~ocal 
government co.uncils. 

·tn· some of these cases there is no estab
lished tradition regulating the selection of 
candidates to succeed to these titles and 
chieftaincy declarations cannot therefore , be 
prepared. Further there are some local 
government council areas where through 
lack of established tradition there are -no 
persons with proper chieftaincy titles and the 
instruments of these councils cannot therefore 
c~ntain provision · f~r traditional members. 

In order to overcome these difficulties and 
at the same time to meet, in deserving cases, 
the wishes of a community to have traditional 
representatives on its council, it is proposed 
to confer upon a competent authority to lay 
down customary law relating fo non-tradi
tional chieftaincies including the right to 
"create Titles". It will also be necessary to 
prescribe procedure for the·' creation of new 
titles while ensuring that the procedure to be 
adopted provides adequat~ safeguards against 
any abuse of their powers by the competent 
authorities. It is therefore proposed that 
competent authorities should be appointed 
for the purpose .of a new Part of the Law 
relating to the creation of titles. 

The competent authority should be either 
any person whose 'consent is required for the 
appointment of a recognised chief or a pre
scribed·authority or, where neither exists, an 
appropriate statutory local government coun
cil body. 

· The procedure to be followed will be 
that · the · competent authority should be 
empowered to submit to the Governor in 
Council proposals for creation of new titles 
after due enquiries have been ordered to be 
made as to the wishes of the Community 
associated with theproposed titles .. 

A declaration of proposed custom relating 
to the title to be created should be forwarded 
with. the proposals and where appropriate, 
reports and conclusions of the enquiries set 
up should be forwarded along to the Governor 
in Coup.cil. · 

When the Governor in Council is satisfied 
that the proposals represent a true statement 
of . customary· law it shall publish a notice 
in the Regional Gazette of its intention to 
create after expiration of thirty days from the 
date of publication of the notice, the proposed 
chieftaincy title and the manner in which it 

( 

should be created. The period allows for 
representations to · be made by the public. 
within that period. :' 

·The Governor in Council may ~fte~ 
considering any representations which may 
be made by interested persons or bodies 
approve or reject the proposals or approve the 
creation of the title but modify the declaration 
of custom relating to it. Notice of the 

· decisions taken by the Governor in Council 
shall be published in the RegionaL Gazette. 
Chiefi:aincies so · created should be "Minor 
Chieftaincies" unless and until Part II of the 
Law is af?plied to them and become recognised 
Chieftaincies. · ·. 

Finally it is proposed to insert' appropriate 
penalty clauses to make provisions invalida
ting any chieftaincy title' created or purporting 
to be created without the approval of the 
Governor in Council. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 
Chief Adeyi: I beg to second. 
Question proposed. 

. ·~. 

Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode,i Mr Speaker 
Sir, we on this side of the House vehemently 
oppose the passing of this Bill. We 'shall 
give our reasons to this House and we· hope 
that for once this Government will withdraw 
this Bill. Mr Speaker 'Sir, what does this 
Bill propose to do? 

What ~viis exist that it ·is proposed. to 
obviate? What wropgs exist, Mr Speaker, 
that it proposes to remedy? This Govern
ment . has deemed it further to amend the 
Chiefs Law. A law, ·Mr Speaker, which, as 
it stands, gives scope for the greatest abuse of 

. power over the ·rights of the people. A · l~w 
which makes this Government the -final 
arbiter of the dignities and traditions of the 
people· of our land. ·· K law ~hich precludes 
the people from seeking justice and their claim 
tested in the open arena of the law courts, 

· under the deserving eyes of. the people1 and 
of the whole world. A law which allows the 
Governor in Council to become a·· veritable 
star chamber answerable to none; either to · 
the people or to God. A law, Mr Speaker 
which allows this ·Government to give, 
decisions behind closed doors, to carry out 
its selfish and pernicious iniquities .· like 
thieves in the night. A law comparable:only 
with the worst form of colonial edict issued 
under the hated imperial regime. A ' law 
under which your accusers will condemn you 
If you are a Prince, which you are, or if you. 
pretend to be a king or a Prince, Mr Speaker, 
you might .be condemned. Mr Speaker, a 
law under which yo'u may be deposed without 
trial if, you are from a poor home in this 

. ; 
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FA.NI-KAYODE] 
A law which · depl:ives people of 

basic fundamental human rights and 
. of speech for any person to criticise 

·Government and under which the offence ' 
hable by two years' imprisonment. If 

dy should criticise the penalty imposed · 
this government is as· if it were a criminal 
. Here, Mr Speaker, is the independence 
have fought fqr! 'Where is the freedom · 
are longing for? The battle for freedom 
just begun. A' time will come when the 

people of the Region will rise, 
· only at · these iniquities, but also the 

and breeze and nature itself shall 
, and sink this Government into oblivion. 

It is a travesty'of everything that is just and 
everything that is Christian and everything 
is Godly, to tell iniquitous lies to our 

What further sabotage to democracy 
justice is this new law? Is the new 

going to abolish the evils of the old one? 
Mr Speaker, we have carefully scrutinised 

everything 'in the Bill. The new law may be 
applied by this Minister to any area of his 
choice in the Western Region from time to 
time as occasion demai~ds. In these areas 

chieftain~ies can be created by persons 
. virtually , appointed by· the Government and 

· the customs and regulations of selection of 
any person to these chieftaincies will be 
decided absolutely by the Go~ernment at its 
discretion. This law makes a caricature of 
the. native law and customs in the Region 
and a caricature of the traditional rulers in 

. our .country. ·, 
'In all . these ' matters, . Mr Speaker, which 

·are. of a pure civil nature, this Government has 
attached a penalty of two years' imprisonment. 
Mr Speaker, is this in the name of democracy? 
Is it in the name of good Parliamentary 
Government, freedom and justice? The 
Action Group has given a stroke of death to 
. genuine chieftaincy in the Region. By this 
way 'the Action Group can ·create its own 
chiefs whenever it desires. We have exam

tples of this- a Lagos man becoming sur-
repticiously an Ibadan chief ... What the 
Action Group has done shamelessly in the 
·past. without fear of any challenge, without 
fear of any criticism and any challenge to 
their action, it now seeks to . do openly. 

. Who will criticise th~ action of this Govern
ment? Mr Speaker, ~. once this Govern
•ment is clothed with this law the Action 
Group· can create a network of stooges and 

the threatened prosecution · of Right H~n. 
Nnamdi Azikiwe, when he was Premier of 
Eastern Nigeria for commenting on Obanla 
chieftaincy appointment and he was to have 
been given two years', imprisonment if · he 
were not a man of stature and reputation ...... 
·(interruptions ...... ) 

Chief Odebiyi: Standing Order 27 ' (7). 
Her Majesty's or the Governor-General's 
name shall not be used to influence the 

·House. 
·• 

Mr Speaker: The name of Governor-
General shall not be used to influence the 
House. 

Mr Fani-Kayode~ : It is not true to say 
that my purpose is to influence this House. 
I am at liberty· to cite instances to support 
any statement I . make ·on · the floor of ·this 
House and what I did, Mr Speaker, was to 
give an example. What chance, what right, 
what · an opportunity has an ordinary citiz.en 
when they hear of two years' . imprisonment? 

Mr Speaker, you can remember also the 
appointment of Omo-Osagie to the chieftaincy 
title of Iyasere of Benin by the Oba of Benin 
and the action the Government took against 
the Oba of Benin to revoke the appointment . 
Many political opponents of the Action Group 
have suffered this fate. This is in the name 
of Parliamentary Government. ' This is in 
the name of law and for what purposes does 
this Government want further powers. 

The objects and reasons were given in the 
text of the Bill ·and not tl).odified by the 
Minister for Chieftaincy, Affairs. I shall 
assist . him. "Difficulties have been experi
enced in certain areas within the Region 
in connection with the settlement of . the 
disputes in respect of chieftaincy titles and 
the traditional membership of local 'govern
ment council~". 

By all the logical arguments that can be 
adduced by this Minister· for Chieftaincy 
Affairs, on what grounds of reasoning, of law 
or even ' commonsense is his reason for 
presenting this Bill, which he has had the 
audacity, !,repeat, the audacity, to come and 
fool us Members of the Opposition, and the 
Speaker-in fact, the whole House? The 
second part of his reason is that "in some of. 
these cases there is no established tradition 
regulating the selection of candidates to · 
succeed to these ~itles and chieftaincy 
declaration cannot therefore be prepared". 

terrorists operating under guise of chiefs at Mr Speaker, Sir, there is nowhere in the 
· the . expense of persons holding politi<;:al -Western Region where there is no traditional 

views contrary to theirs. In this connection, _ tmethod ·of selectihg · chiefs. ·There _is no
. ·I shall recall Action Group veto on the where in the Western Region, Sir, where 

appointment qf Chief J. 0. Fadahunsi and 'these methods are not long established. 
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The meaning of the word, "traditional" 
suggests long. usage originated by custom, by 
time. If these methods are not established, 
according to this Minister, what then is the 
essence of the name "traditional chiefs"? 
How then d~es this Minister come before 
this House to talk of a traditional chief
taincy that does not exist? I hope, Sir, that the 
Minister was not in an operation room when the 
objects of this Bill were couched for him to be 
presented to this House.-! hope, Sir, that in 
a case like this the Attorney-General .should 
be consulted to look into such a Bill before it 
is brought be~ore this House. 

Furthennore, Sir, he states that "further, 
there are some local government council 
areas where, through lack of established 
traditio!!, ·there are no person~ with prop~r 
chieftaincy titles and the Instruments of those 
councils cannot therefore contain provision 
for traditional members". 

M~ . Speaker, Sir, I repeat again that the 
mere . word, tradition, presumes long usage. 
What the Minister wanted to say may be that 
he did not know the method of selection in 

·those areas. If this is so, why calil this 
Government not institute an enquiry into 
the method of selection and then incorporate 

. their findings into a declaration for inclusion· 
in the law. This is the only thing that the 
Minister could have done. I must submit, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, that if there is no tradition 
whereby traditional chiefs are appointed in 
these · areas, there cannot be traditional 
chiefs. · ·The han. Minister should not, 
in future, come to irisult us with this type of 

_, . reason. The reason he gives is illogical.. .... 
"that there are 'no persons with proper 
chieftaincy titles and the Instruments of 
those councils cannot therefore contain 
provision for traditional members". I hope 
to analyse this reason, ignoble as it is. If 
there are no traditional chieftaincies existing, 
,why does he want to create them, knowing 
full well that the word, tradition, means long 
usage? Can he, just by a stroke of the pen, 

.; create long usage? Mr Speaker, Sir, I can 
say with the greatest sense · of responsibility 
that this is an insult to the intelligence of the 
Members of this_ House; I believe, the intel
ligenc;:e of the people oi this Region and, in 

. fact, "that of Nigeria as a whole. That this 
Minister can come before this House with 
this mumbo jumbo to fool us and hope to pass 
this Bill through is what shocks me and in fact 
all sensible members of this House.· 

I mu:}t ~ay . furthor1 fil i-r, a§ I hnvtl §aid 
before, thit tradition is used to reflect a 
state or condition of things brought about 

by time. · How, then, can a traditional 
chief exist without long usage? 

May I say that one day, Sir, the Action 
Group Government of the Western Region 
shall be called upon to give an account of 
their stewardship. As their' predecessor, they 
shall be warned, and one· day, they shall 
stand condemned before God and · men. 

It is clear, Mr Speaker, Sir that the object 
a:nd reason for this law is to be able to inject 
Action Group sponsored. spurious chiefs into 
Local Government Councils ' where they 
(Action Group) require to have majoritY
and this will be in an NCNC controlled 
council. This is why this Minister cannot 
say a word supporting this BilL -·· 

- ' 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I must say that here we 

talk of democracy and talk of justice. -· This 
· Bill is an obvious preparation for destruc
tion of the democratic rights of the ele~ted 
members of the Local Government Councils 
in the Western Region.,. When ,our Premier 
joins others in decrying South Africa he is 
only decrying evils of a greater degree. 
As the Premier of this Region . is pointing . 
an accusing finger at South Mrica, let him 
know that he is doing the same things as are 
done in South Africa, and as one of those who 
oppose the fundamental principles of demo
cracy. 

I must say that this Bill is a travesty of 
justice, of law and of democracy. It is a 
political savagery couched in legal terms and 
constitutional language. It is parliamentary 
cannibalism. Mr Speaker, Sir, it must be 
rejected by this· House now and for all 
times. -. 

Mr ~peak~r, Sir, I beg to opp~se. 

Mr V. I. Amadasun: I rise to· oppose 
this very · obnoxious Bill presented to this 
House by the Hon. Minister of Chieftaincy 
Affairs. The reason for · my doing so, Mr 
Speaker, are as follO'\JV'S: · . , ... , 

The argumen~ yrese~~ed by ~he I:ea4er . ·. ' i{ 
of the Oppos1t1on this . mornmg 1s · so ; \j . 
difficult . for the Members on that side ' · ·' ,; 
to understand, that I have to bring them to · 
my side. · · 

It is a political victimisation of the Oba of 
Benin, in depriving him of his· ~ivine preroga:
tive of conferring minor chieftaincy titles .on 
his subjects and of settling disputes, if any, 

. . h f ~~ ansmg t ere rom~ • · 
' . . It i§ n .moans whet•e6y Aedort .Group 

Councils are given power to recommend 
only Action Group members as traditional 
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members of councils; Jthus depriving the -
natural rulers, who are prescribed authorities,
of their traditional duties. 

. · It aims at making the conferment o.f chief
. taincy titles in the ·Western Region, a political 

· , ,whereby only Action Group members 
be made chiefs, on the approval of thty 

Governor in Council. 
,: The Blll is an outrage, on the chieftaincy 

. tradition and custom of the peoples of the 
Midwest. 

In order to understand all bad things 
that the present Bill brings in its train, 

,it is, necessary we refresh our memo:ries 
with the principal aim of the 1957 
odginal Chiefs Law of the Western 
Region. This principal aim, Sir, was to put 
an end to the hitherto many chieftaincy 
disputes, which . were always partially settled 

. in courts, that were prevalent in the Y aruba 
country. Thus section 11 of the original 
Law lays down the procedure for . the ·selec
tion of a candidate from amongst candidates 
from many .ruling Houses. Section 12 of 
the original law, Sir, also lays down the 
procedure to be adopted in the selection of a 
candidate for · a vacant chieftaincy in non
y aruba areas. Section 15 stipulates that 
the Secretary of the competent Council 
should then inform the Minister who in 
turn shall present th~matter to the Cabinet 
for the approval or disapproval, of the Gover
nor in Council. Part II I, section 18 (2, 3 and 4) 
of the original Law confers, on the prescribed 
authorities, the power to appoint any person 
or persons ~o · fill vacant minor chieftaincy 
titles, and to settle , any disputes arising 
therefrom. · 

The old · Law, Sir, makes chieftaincy 
matters purely the · cpncern of the king
makers and of the natural Rulers. The 
present amendment law seeks to make 
chieftaincy matters the concern of the 
Ministers and of the Action Group Councils 
of the Western Region. 

In; the new amendment Law, Sir, the 
competent · authorities · who sh~uld' make 
proposals and declarations in respect of 
chieftaincy titles are the Councils, any person 
to be appointed by the Minister, and the 
prescribed authorities. These proposals and 
declaration have to be inquired into by a 
Minister . (who is a politician) in order 'to 
ascertain, whether the proposals are accept
able . to the Action Group members in the 
community concerned. After that .._ the 
·Minister has to submit to the Governor in 

. Council the reports of the inquiry, the 
declaration of the competent authority and 

his recommendation. If the Governor m · 
Council is satisfied, then a notice has to be 
published in the Regional Gazette to create 
the chieftaincy and the · manner in which 
the selection of a person to be the holder 
of that chieftaincy might be regulated •. 
After all these long and intricate · processes 
and in order · to consummate its political 
ambition, the Governor in Council has· to . 
consider representations in respect of the . 
creation or selection of a holder to a chief
taincy. By this process, Sir, it could be 
seen that chieftaincy matters have become 
matters for politicians in the W ~stern Region. 

A few months ago, Sir, the Oba of Benin, 
acting in accordance wit!). the arrcient tradition 
and the cherished custom of the Benin 
people, conferred · the lyase title Of\ Chief 
H. Omo Osagie, Minister of State in the 
Federal Government. But soon afterwards 
an order came from the Minister of Chief
taincy to the effect that tl).e conferment of 
the. title should be nullified, purporting that . 
the conferment was against the provisions 
of section 17 (1) of the Chiefs Law. In· 
other words it was necessary that the prior 
approval of the Governor. in Council be got 
before the conferment of the title could be · 
made possible. In 1958 and 1959 many. 
chieftaincy titles were conferred by the Oba 
on many Action Group members, but hone 
of these, Sir, was nullified by the Action 
Group Government of Western Region. 

. _ In matters of· chieftaincy the Benin law 
and custom are clear and unmistakable. 
In Benin · Division, unlike other Divisions 
in Yoruba areas, the Oba of Benin is the 
accredited traditional exponent of Beniri , 
law and custom, in so far as chieftaincy 
matters are concerned. The Benin , people, 
Sir, will oppose very vehemently any attempt 
by the Western Regional Government to 
make chieftaincy matters the concern of the 
Action Graul' Councils in Benin Division 
No wonder, Sir, because of this anticipated 
amendment, the Action Group Iyekuselu 
Distric t Council at its ordinary meeting on 
1Oth March, 1961, acting in pursuance of 
the essence of a letter No. C.A. 13/4/7/65 
of the 2nd of February, 1961 ,· recommended . 
twelve Chiefs as traditional members; without 
reporting this matter to the Oba; who is the 
recognised prescribed authority in chieftaincy 
and all traditional matters in Benin Division. 

The chiefs recommended as traditional 
members _are- .. 1 

Chief Ogbon·newan Idusin (Enogie of 
Uhogua) . 

ChiefS. A.Idugboe (Enogie of Iykeze). 
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_' Chief Obayagbona Aigbekaen (Enogie 
ofiyowa). 

. · ·Chief Ogboe Uwadiae (Ohonvia of Okhu-
mewa). 

If you want to know ttaditio:t1al chiefs you 
should refer to the Oba of Benin. He is the 
only t~aditional chief all over the Region. 
(Government Benches : Is he the only one!) 
Yes, the only one .. All these people are 
members of the Action Group. , For instance, 
Mr S. A. Ominai 'is the plantation manager 
of WAIFOR in Benin. He was made the 
Okago two years ago but he is not a traditional 
~~ . 

. . ' , 

A . Government Back Benche~: Mr 
Speaker,· Sir, I wish to draw attention to 
Standing Order 7 (1). · · 

Mr Speaker: Will the hon. Me~ber not 
read. his speech. (Cheers). 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
Minister is looking for a way to give the 
responsibili.ty of natur~l rulers to the local 
councils so that the ·councils' will . simply 
recommend people who are not traditional 
chiefs in their areas as traditional members 
of councils to the Action Group Government. 
It is a very clever and surreptitious way of 
depriving traditional chiefs the prerogative 
they . inherited from their ancestors and 
because of these reaSO:tlS which are clearly 
stated and y.rhich are understood by even the 

·dullest members on the other side who 
manouvre the electorate for power. (Govern
ment ·Benches: So dull people can convince 
electorate!) r' beg to oppose this Bill 'vehe-

. mently. 

·-, ' ~ - · Mr Speaker: This appears to be a 
· venient .time for a short break. 

1 I 

Sittin15, susp~nded at 12.05 p.m. 
. Sitting resumed at 12.40 p.m. 

con-

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, this 
morning the Leader of Opposition in opposing 
the Chiefs (Amendment) Bill made ' a lot of 

. scathing remarks about the activities of the 
Vl estern Nigeria Government. In one state-

- ment he referred to the veto-the ·alleged 
veto 'WhiCh was applied by the Governor in 
Council in regard to t_he Obanla chieftaincy 
title. Unfortunately, the hon. Member for 
Ilesh.a Central, hon. Tunji Olowofoyeku, 
who could have put him in the right, failed 
to do so and that is that it . was only the Owa 
of Ilesha who could have appointed the 

- Obanla of . Itesha. Unfortunately, the hon. 
Member was not in a position to apply · any 
restraining influence on the exd!ssiveness- of 
tht: ~ .. eader of Opposition. · When the hon. 

' ·r 

Le~der of Opposition wa~ speaking h~ made 
certain remarks by saying that the 
hon. Minister of Chieftaincy affairs ought 
to have been advised by the Attorney-Genera,! 
either de jure or de facto. I think, Sir, that 
this is the appropriate and opportune moment 
for me to make an adequate reply to the jibes · 
of the Leader of Opposition. Who is · the 
Attorney-General of the Western Region 
today? The Attorney-General of the 
Western Region is the veritable hon. S. 0~ 
Ighodaro, M.A. (Durham), B.A. (London 
University), B.C.L. (University of Durham), 
Diploma in Theology, LL.B. (London) and 
Diploma in Education _ (University of 
(Durham). (Loud cheers). In terms of 
scholarship and erudition I have no doubt 

_in my min'd that the Attorney-General · of 
the Western Region is a much more capable 
person than the Leader , of_ Opposition .. 
(Cheers) (Opposition Benches: The Leader 
of Opposition is Q.C. ·and far greater than an . 
ordinary Barrister). Mr Speaker, $ir, they 
are talking about Q.C. •'By ·h_onour the 
Attorney-General is higher trran any Q.C. in 
the country. And in any event there are Q.C.s 
and Q.C.s (Laughter). 

However that may be Sir, the hon. Leader . 
of Opposition spoke about the Chiefs (Amend
ment) Bill in a most annoying manner. He 
spoke of the enactment as the greatest abuse 
of power over the people. Then he spoke of 
the Government design in the existing law to 
preclude the question of chieftaincy matters 
from the law courts. Mr Speaker, Sir, we 
are not doing anything different from what 
obtains in Eastern Nigeria where ;the Oppo
sition party in this RegiOn is the Government 
Party. We are not doing anything different 
from what obtains in Lagos where the 

· Opposition Party is the junior partn~r in the 
cqalition. ( Oppo#tion Benches: : You went 
.round but were rejected). In any event, I 
know the hon. Leader of Opposition as a · 
learned counsel. He is capable of speaking . 
with great decorum and decency. This 
morning unfortunately, Sir, he allowed 
himself to be swept off his feet by speaking 
in such a manner as easily gave him away as a 
man with a grudge. Why did· he speak like, a 
man with a grudge? Once in the life of every 
man and nation comes (interruption) a time 
when he has to decide whether to stand by 
truth and justice or not. The hon. Leader 
of Opposition was a party to the Chiefs Law 
when it was originally passed. . He was a 
member of the party in power. (Opposition · 
Benches: No bearing). Not only that, he 
was chairman of the Action Group controlled 
council of Ife- Ife Divisional Council. ~ .' .. . 
(Opposition Benches: ' And so what?) and the 

' I 
l 
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L l\!gnl Advis~t . of Ac;tion Group Pat ty. At 
one stage, S1r, he was the Assistant Federal .. 

\~·-· .. Secretary of the Action Group Party of 
; '; · Nigeria. Mr Speaker, . Sir, if I were in the 

hon. Leader of Opposition's position parti
cularly on .matters .on which either impliedly 
or expressly I was a party, I would hesitate 
to. speak on any _subject which had already 
bee:;n discussed and approved by the party 
when I was a member. When the Obanla 
of Ilesha was to be appointed the man who 
advised us her~ on this side of the House 
behind the scenes was the hon. Leader of 
Opposition. 

: Mr Fani-Kayode: Mr Speaker Sir, I 
must protest. 

. Chief Odebiyi: Not only that Sir, when 
the hon. Member for Ilesha, Chief Fadahunsi 
aspired to the leadership of the Opposition, 
it was no other than the present Leader 
of the Opposition who prevented the man 
from realising his life ambition. No wonder 
Sir, for the past two meetings, the hon. 
Member : for Ilesqa has not seen .it fit to 
attend the meetings of this House: When 
the Leader of the Opposition was speaking, 
he said that the Premier has accused Oba 
Akran. Since· the death of the late Chief 
Bode Thomas, who was member of the now 
defunct legal firm of Thomas, Williams and 
Kayode, Chief S. L Akintola, now Premier 
of the Western Region, was hon . .. Fani
Kayode's bess. 

The Member for Benin spoke very very 
bitterly about the appointment of the lyase of 
Benin. (Opposition Members: Which part 
of Benin?) When I. talk of Benin, I mean 
Benin. As far as I know,.Benin is indivisible. 
Surely Sir, there is a declaration that governs 
the appointment of any lyase of Benin made 
by Oba Akenzua II of Benin, Uku Akpolopolo. 
Surely Sir, it is not being suggested by 
Members of the Opposition that we should 
violate age-long tradition and custom. . . 

· Sir, because the question of the appoint
ment of the lyase of Benin is a matter which 
is still being handled by ·the Ministry of 
Chieftaincy Affairs, I do not intend to let out 
any official secret in the discussion of this 
matter, but this much I can say, if the Oba 
has complied . with the declaration, the 
Minister, however powerful, would not have 
been able to advise the Oba to conform with 

·tradition. (Opposition Members murnnired). 
The Oba himself; .fortunately by God's grace, 
i~ still alive and I am quite sure that be is only 

. within fifty feet of the precincts of this 
' Chamber. · He himself admitted that he 

made a mistake and therefor~ he himself 

t 

voluntarily withdrew from the difficult 
situation in which he found .himself. If the · 
Oba knew Sir th~t he wag on very strong 
wicket, he W(')uld. . hav~ . etoocl his ground 
because everybody· knows the Oba is a man 
of his conviction. 

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition said 
that by the enactment of this Chiefs Amend.:. 
ment Bill, the Governor in. Council would be 
gloved with plenty of plenipotentiary powers 
to make and unmak~ any chiefs.. For .all I 
know, he will not dispute it here that he 
himself is the Olu of Mekunwen, the ·un
crowned Oba of Mekunwen, and the crowned 
Oba of Yaba. · I think Sir, that the Members 
of t~e Opposition have failed to recognise the. 
importance of the bill before the House. · 
What does the bill seek to redress? There 
are certain areas of the Western Region ...... · 
(Opposition Members : name them) One of' 
the places which is affected by the provision 
of this Bill is a place called Mushin which 
is a cosmopolitan area, Agege is a cosmo
politan area, and even in Lagos, with the so
called age-long tradition; it is by the grace of 
God and the work of this party that the head 
of the Dosumu family became the Ooa of 
Lagos. It is this same party which today is 
being called "pernicious" that was respons
ible for adding dignity and decorum to the 
stool of Oba of Lagos. According to the 
members of the Opposition, we ·wouldn't 
have been allowed to do this if they were ' 
in power. Now, in the objects and reasons, 
the position was made quite clear to metnbers 
of the House. It is stated that difficulties 
have been experienced in certain areas . 
It doesn't mean that · in a place like Benin 
where there is age-long tradition and custom, 
this Law will apply. Not in Abeokuta, and 
also not ip Ife, and not in Desha and Illa and 
in Egbado, and also in · Aniocha. It doesn't 
mean that where there are established custom 
and . tradition, this Law will be invoked. -

· Wh~t the Law intends to do is to try to 
bring order into areas which could, easily be 
confused by the activities of the Opposition 
party in trying to place wrong persons agairist 
the others in their quest for chieftaincy titles . 
Also, we want to try and ·Emit such areas in 
the Western Region. We want to try to 
prevent the Opposition from exploiting such 

· situation as are likely to arise fro:n the non-. · 
passage of this bill. They have come to this 
House to talk of the usual phrases. What are 
they? You heard them this morning and the 
Leader of the Opposition repeated them. 
But in the interest of those of you who wer~ 
not here, I will repeat them- political 
victimisation, .oppr_ession, suppression, re
pression, all the "sions". Sooner or later ·~ 
before the close of this meeting, we will hear 

; ' 

. I 
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of ?-rbitrary taxation, customary courts, etc. 
The qnly plea which I am going to make is 
that at least for a chap.ge, this is 1961, 

, they should stop these things. In 1952-53, 
· the same phrase; in 1955-56, the same phrase 
by somebody else, from 1957 un'til las~ year 
another ~person. Now a new Leader of the 
Opposition has come to this House to say the 
same thing over again. (Mr Olowofoyehu: 
then it must be true). The Member for 
Ilesha said it must be true. -

l\1r Speaker Sir, this bill coming before the 
- House is very necessary so as to regulate 

the .procedure for conferring chieftaincy titles 
in those areas where there is. no accepted 
tradition and I have mentioned the places 
which are concerned. (Opposition Members: 
you want to mahe tradition). The, l\1e::r:ber 
for Benin said we want to make trad1t10n. 

. Even the House where we are sitting became 
a tradition. What we started doing in those 
days up to now have becom'e tradition. 
People make traditions ~ (Opposition 
Members: Which was in existence before this , 
House). There was no confusion in Mushin 
(Opposition Members:. You brought confusion 
there). 

Now Sir, the other point I want to make 
before i take my seat i-s that in Cap. 19 of 
the Laws -of the Western Region of Nigeria, 
19.59, Volume One ...... (One Opposition Mem
ber: When did you become a lawyer?) I am 
not a "charge and bail" at ~11 . . 

The Part II of- the Law refers to recognised 
~chiefs. The provisions of this Bill refer to 
our reninor chiefs. There is a difference bet
ween r~coghised chiefs . under Part II and 
mir;10r chiefs to be created, under Part III 
ofthe Law . . · 

In · regard to the points made by the 
Member for Benin, I refer him to the Laws 
of the 'Western Region of Nigeria, 1959 
Vol. I, Cap. 19, section 9: 

"Where a declaration in respect of a 
re:cognised chieftaincy is registered ,under 
this Part, the matters therein stated . 
. (including any recommendation under 

• · paragraph (b) of sub-section (2) of section 
4) shall be deemed to be the customary 
law regulating the selection of a person to 
be the holder of that chieftaincy to the 

· exclusion · of any · other customary usage 
or rule'\ 

. (An Opposition Member: What are you 
getting at?) 

(A Government Member: He is explaining 
to y"ou). 

' ' 

Members of the Opposition are so dull thaf 
they do not see the difference between red 
and black. Everything is black. 

All the· provisions of the Chiefs. (Amend_. 
ment) layv stipulate that it is in respect of 
those areas where there are no customarY. 
usages and there are very few areas' that the ( 
Governor in Council ought to be competent 
to do something' about them. 

With those few remarks, I beg to su·pport 
this Amendment Bill. 

Mr J. A. Awopeju: Mr Speaker, Sir, in 
rising to support this Bill I have to comment 
that I naturally expected the Leader of 
Opposition to adopt an edifying attitude or to 
lay an edifying .. contribution to the Bill. 
What did my friend do? The sole point 
raised by the hon. Leader of Opposition was 
that the present law was adequate and 
therefore it should have been left as such~ 
It is saic!. that to err is human but to persist . 
in error is folly. If the law is not adequate 
enough and there are certain loop-holes-to be 
sealed, I see no reason why anybody should 
quarrel with this Government for closing 
the loop-holes. 

An Opposition Member: Are you a-, 
lawyer? 

Mr Speaker: 
Barrister at Law 

The hon. ·gentleman is a_: 
(Laughter). 

Mr Awopeju: The Laws of the Federa:. 
tion of Nigeria, published in · 1958 . and . 
released only in 1960, have' undergone a 
spate of amendments rendering some 
unamended volumes obsolete ·and misleading. 
So we do not want to be foolish by persisting 
in our errors; hence this Bill makes provisions 
for where there are loop-holes in the preseht 
law. r 

I must say that it is regrettable that the 
hon. Leader of the Opposition should make 
a scathing reference to the Attorney-General. . 
Now we have only one Attorney-General 
here. He is hon. S. 0. Ighodaro, the most 
lettered Attorney-General in the · whole 
Federation of Nigeria-'-a veteran pedagogue 
and an erudite scholar and lawyer. I ~egard 
it as contumelious for somebody to make 
such comments in this House. It is the 
h~ight of an· ·exhibition of bad manners and 
crude impertinence. It is uncalled for and 
unkindly meant. It is high time_ it was 
stopped. Laws are made for the disobedient, 
the intractable and the recalcitrant citizens; 
and so we- come to this House to make laws 
to curb the mischievous propensities in such ". · 
ones. .- . · 
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Now, Sir, it is said that the purpose 

Chief Odebiyi: Is the hon. Member 
of suggesting that Chief __ Akran got . his title 

·through the backdoor? (laughter) . this Bill is to inject into local councils some 
· Group' members. the purport. · of · 

the iniection of T r!lclitionnl members mto 
local councils is to do justice to these men·· 
who might be unable to withstand the on
slaught of election vendetta. The object is 
not to inject spurious chiefs as suggested 

· :but to put' in legitimate and responsible 
chiefs:into various councils where they ougpt 
to. be as of right. 

It is interesting to note that this Bill ste~s 
out from the · old law of 1957 to which my 
good friend, the Leader of Opposition, made 
his contribution. In point of fact h~ was 
one of the architects of the parent law. He 
is now a deus ex machina to the ·· NCNC 
in this dramatic episode. It is an attempt to 
play to the gallery, to pander to the vulgar 
taste of the uninformed and to humour the 
fancy of the unwashed. 

I say, Sir, that the opposition to the Bill is 
not made in earnest by way of constructive 
criticism. but .out of sheer freakish perversity. 

.Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr Oviasu: The speech of the Minister 
of Finance and that of the last speaker took 
a long time but they said ·nothing. Two 
Members of the Opposition have spoken on 
this Bill directly. The two Members who 
have spoken 'on the , Government Bench 
spoke about the personality of Fani-Kayode, 

· which is irrelevant. .,Mr Speaker, Sir:, that 
is a parade of)gnorance,_ .. : .. (interruptions ..... ) 
~he amendment is an addition to Part III 

of the principal Law which deals with certain · 
minor -- chieftaincy titles; By it, Govern
ment seeks to achieve what it failed to achieve 
under the Chiefs Law. The objects and 
reasons as given by the Minister for Chief
taincy Affairs are calculated to <;Jeceive the 
unwary. 

We are therefore opposing this Bill for the 
following reasons:- . · 

It• is a bold attempt to make a mockery of 
our · customary or traditional laws for selfish 
political purposes. 

It aims . at ' making only . Action Group 
supporters chiefs in the Region, for example, 
the Government party loves chief~aincy titles 
so much that all of them in the Front benches 
no~ hold chieftaincy titles. (laughter). 

M r Speaker: You mean majority of 
them? 

Mr Oviasu: Most of them got their own 
.through the backdoor'. · · · ' , · 

" Mr Oviasu: - It is a vigorous attempt to 
inundate local councils with traditional 
members of Action G roup leaning. 

( 

It is pernicious and iniquitous, for example, 
clause 20B (c) which reads: . ' . 

"Where there is no person or perscribed 
authority as describeq ·in the · preceedi!J.g. · 
paragraphs such local government council 
whose area of authority is wholly or .,partly 
inhabited by the community with whom 
the proposed chieftaincy titles is to be 
associated as may be nominated by the 
Minister". 
The operative word is "nominated by the. 

Minister". The Action Group Ministers 
are full of bias. If he is to appoint members . · 
he is going to appoint persot).s who are 
Action Group supporters. 

It is obnoxious because by clause 20n (e) 
the Governor 'in Council can reject proposals 
of a competent authority especially if that 
authority is not Action Group inclined or is 
neutral. 

The Bill is so framed as to allow differential 
application, 'and this is a challenge to the 
rule of law. Clause 20n (1): 

"The Governor in Council shall consider 
the poposals and declaration made by the 
competent authority together with the 
report of the findings and conclusions of 
the inquiry held ·under s.ub-section (2) of 
this section, and the recommendations of 
the Minister thereon, and if the Governor 
in Council is satisfied that the proposals 
represent a true or adequate statement of 
customary law he shall publish a notice 
in the Regional GazettP. ·of his intention 
to create'; after the expiration of thirty days 
from the date on which the notice is pub
lished as aforesaid, the proposed chieftaincy 
title and of the manner in which · the 
selection of a person to be the ~older of 
the proposed chieftaincy title shall be 
regulated so as to permit representations 
to be made by the public within that 
period. 
This clause is a gateway for fraud; lent 

manipulations by the Governor in Council. 
If Action Group supporters oppose a declara
tion in respect of a chieftaincy title, then . the 
Governor in Council will rule against such 
a declaration. 

Finally, Sir, it 1s my duty to tell this 
honourable House that this law aims at 
removing the prestig~ and power ·left with 

.. .· ,_ 
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'in mind is Oba Akenzua of Benin, who in 
December 1960 created twenty-one titles which 
the Government asked him to denounce 
publicly . or face a two-year jail sentence! 
The lyase title, the most important of the twen
ty-one titles, was conferred on Chief Omo
Osagic, NCNC Federal Minister, and whose 
title the Government of Western Region forced 
the Oba to withdraw. This happened as a 
result of nocturnal visit!3 to Ibadan. The 
next 'thing ·we heard was a letter by the 
Minister foJ; Chieftaincy Affairs asking the 
Oba that, unless he denounced publicly the 
conferment, action might be taken against 
him. The Oba as the consenting authority in 
Chieftaincy Affairs in Benin, does not need 
to have Government permission to create 
titles. All he need do is to create and ask 
for Government recognition by gazetting 
their names. That is what used to happen in 
the past; for example, the four Benin chiefs 
now in the House of ·Chiefs (Action Group 
supporters) had their titles that way. Govern
ment did . recognise them. ·Now that the 
9ba is no long~r r~garded a!> an Action Group 
member and confers titles on NCNC members 
_:_C.hief Osa~ie and Okotie-Ebo~-thy Gover
nor m Cou.nc1l refused to recogmse these twen-

. ty-one chiefs . . Action Group Presses refer 
to these men as Mr . Osagie, Mr Okotie
Eboh, etc. 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, it is this incident, in 
which the Minister for Chieftaincy Affairs 
played a prominent part, that led to this Bill. 

Will this Minister tell this honourable 
House,: Mr Speaker, Sir, whether since 
Oba Akenzua was compelled to submit these 
twen.ty-one titles for approval, the Governor 
in Co\:1ricil has given approval. 

M1~ Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose. 

· Questi01t put and agreed to; 
B ill accordingly read a second time ordered 

for Committee immediately. · ' . 
. In the Committee. 

Clause 1 agreed to . 
... Clause 2. .. 

·><Question proposed. 

' Mr ~lc;litan: Mr .Chairman", · Sir, I 
should hke to move an amendment to section 
2 of the Chiefs Law; . Under se'ction 2 
it reads: Any person who purports to 
creat_e :any chieftaincy title contrary to the 
provlSlons . of the Law shall be committing 
an offence. · I am moving the amendment 
for the omission . of the word ''purports" 
and to read · ''Any person who creates any 
ch.ief~aincy title". The reason yvhy I do 

. thts _1s that, as a legal practitioner, the word 

''purports',. reads ambiguous rand most of . 
these cases will go .to customary courts for 
trial and these people are more or less laymen 
and they won't understand what is meant by 
the word ''purports". But if the word 
"creates" is , used it will be so simple to · 
the minds of the people deciding the case ' 
that they will use it. In the dictionary 
the word purports" means: "that which is 
intended to be done".· . Without any dis- , 
respect to the draughtsman of the Bill, 1 feel 
that if the word "creates" is used it will 
mean some sense rather than the word 
"purports". ' 

(Opposition Benches: Tell them). 
Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, no

body has a right to create. . He can only 
pretend, purports to create. In any event 
Sir, I think it will be pretentious·, even on th~ 
part of anybody on the Opposition side ·to 
claim to have the competence of the l~gal 
draftsman of this Region today, Dr F. A . . 
Ajayi. 

Mr Olaitan:. I proposed the amendrr{ent 
in that invariably these cases wilt be handled 
by local government policemen in the Region 
and in a day or two they wi'll take these · 
people to the court to be punished, but if the 
Attorney-General has a say in the prosecution 
before action is taken, this will be much better. ·· 
~or example, in the Income Tax Law it is 
provided that you cannot prosecute any 
person without the consent of the Attorney
General. This is Section I of the Income 
Tax Law. So I will be suggesting that the 
Attorney-General gives the sanction before 
any action is commenced. 

Chief 'Odebiyi: The. Attorney-General · 
does not prosecute. Everybody knows now 
that the Director of Public Prosecuti6Q.s 
prosecutes. 

Amendment P'U.t a1Jd negatived. 

Clause 2 agree4 to. 

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Bill reported without ~mendment. 
, Motion made and question · proposed That 
the. Bill .be read a Third time (Dr J. 0. 
OmztowoJu). · · .. , . ' · 

The House divided. Ayes 52, Noes 28.' 

DIVISION LIST 
AYES '52 

1. Adekunle, Mr Y. 
2. Adelegan, MrS. T. 
3. :Adelodun, Mr I. A. 
4. },t..denekan, Alhaji A. L. 
5. Adeyemo, Mr J, 0 . 
6. Adibi, Mr N. A. 
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7. Adigun, Horr. J. 0. 12. Lawai, Mr ]. L. 

· 8. Aina, Mr E. 13. Layonu, MrS. A. 
9. Ajibe>laj Mr A. '14. Oku_magba, Mr D. E. 

10. Ajimobi, Mr L.A. · 15. Okwesa, Mr P. V. 
11. Akere, Hon. C. I. .. 16. O!aitan, Mr 0. 
12. Akerele, Mf S. A. . 17. Olamigoke. Mr C. 0. 
13. Akintola~ ChiefS. L. 18. Olowofoyeku, Mr B. 
14. Akran, Oba C. p. · 19. Omokowajo, Mr J. 0. 

··· 1s. Aniyi, Mr I. 0. 20. Osuhor, Mr F. 
· 16. Anuku, Hon. E. 21. Oviasu, Mr. G. I. 
.17. Areola, Mr R. 0. 22. Owonikoko, Mr K. 0. 
18. Aruwajoye, MrS. B. 23. Oyewole, MrS. 0. 
19. Asiru, Mr B. · • 24. Somotan, Mr A. S. 
20. Atie, Mr A. 25. Tabiowo, Mr P. I{. 
21.' Awopeju, Mr J. 0. 26. Utomi, Mr F. B. 
22. Babatola, Hon. ]. E. Tellers for Noes 
23. Edeki, Mr I. 
24 E h M B G 

27. Rerri, MrA. T. 
· wa ' r · · 28 T'f Ch' f J T -....5 F . h' . M B 0 . 1 ase, le . . = · 

. L. • awe 1nm1, r . . 
26. F t M M A . Bill accordingly read a Third time andpassed . . -. e uga, r . . 
27. Gbolahan, Mr 0. 0. 
28. !dodo, Mr M. A. 
29. Kehinde, MrJ. 0. 
30. Lana, Mr R. A. 
31. Momoh, Hon. K. S. Y. 
32. Odebiyi, Chief J. A. 0. 
33. Odigie, Mr J. 0. 
34. Q.dutuga, lYfr J. A. 
35. Ogundiran, Hon. D. 
36. Ogunyele, Mr Y. 
37. Oke, Mr E. 0. 
38. Olaniyan, Mr B. 
39. Olukoju, Mr I. A. 
40. Olusa, Mr R. A. 
41: Omitowoju, Dr J. 0. 
42. Onabamiro, DrS. D. 

·43. Orowole, Mr D. 0. 
44. Osagie, Mr B. E. 0. 

. 45. Otobo; Hon. J . E. 
46. Oye, Hon. ]. 0. 

. 47. Popoola, M,r D. A. 
48. Sanni, Mr S. A. 

. 49. Tinubu, <;hief S. A: 
SO. Williams, Mr C . .A.. 

. •' 

· . Tellers for Ayes 

51. AtQJagbe, Mr D. 
52. _Kotoye, Mr N. A. B. 

NOES 28 

1. Abioshun, Mr J. 0. · 
2. Adebesin, Mr K. S : 
3_: Adedigba, Mr M. A. 
4. Aghahowa, Mr W . . 
5. Amadasun, Mr. V. I. 
6. Arowojolu, Mr E. B. 
7. Ebubedike, Mr F . 
8. Elushade, Mr T . E. 
9. Fani-Kayode, Mr R. A. 

10. lgugu, Mr T. E. 
11. : Imafidon, Mr E. 0. 

UNIVERSITY OF IFE (PROVISIONAL 
COUNCIL) BILL- SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Ministet' of Education (Dr S. · D. · 
Onabamiro): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
move the Second Reading of the Bill for a 
Law to provide for the establishment, 
constitution, powe,rs and function of a 
Provisional Council of the University of Ife 
and for purposes incidental to. or connected 
with the foregqing matters. 

The purpose of this Bill, as is clearly 
shown under the statement of its objects and 
reasons, is to set up a Provisional Coui1cil 
with all the requisite powers for the planning, 
building and opening of the proposed · 
University of Ife. The Bill includes provi
sion for the establishment, incorporation and 
constitution of the . Council, the tenure of . 
office of its members, the general powers of 
the Council and its powers and functions in 
relation to the general mauageme~t' of· the 
affairs of the proposed University . 

In the short, space of four months a team 
has been sent overseas to study and observe 
the architectural design, organisational layout 
and administrative set-up of Universities in 
foreign countries, includif1g the United 
States of Atnerica, Mexico,· Brazil and Israel, 
and have reported back to Government 
on such features of the Universities in those 
countries as could be incorporated with 
advantage in our proposed University of the 
Western Region. 

Also during this short period a decision has 
been taken by the Government concerning · 
·the siting of the . University, and Ife has 
been chosen for ·this purpose. Preparations 
are already well m advance for acquiring a 

~· ' ' • · t · 
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suitable area of land for this new University 
. near the town of If<:, and detailed work is in 
' progress on the designing u'f plans for the 
buildings to be erected on· the site. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, for a University to ·be 
worthy of its name and to command the 
respect 'of the learned world, it must be 
independent of Government in the day-to
day running of its affairs. Members .. of this 
honourable House will be gratified to hear 
that ,the Government of the Western Region 
is determined to ensure the full independence 

·of the new University of Ife, in order that the 
atmosphere may be created right from the 

. beginning in which pure learning could 
thrive. It is -for this reason·, Sir, that the 
Government' would not like to handle the 
affair.s of the new university for one moment 
longt;r .than is absolutely necessary to start 
the project off. That is the reason, Sir, why 
every effort is being made to set up a Pro
visional Council . as soon as possible into 
whose hands the day-to-day administration 
of the University could be entrusted. 

When this Council is set up, it will be its 
duty to proceed to the appointment of some 
Professors and Lecturers, make n !gulatioris 
cci.ncerning 'the courses to be given in the 
University, and generally prepare the way 
fpr. the opening of the University in the 

· shortest time possible.· 

M1' Speaker Sir, after the Bill in the 
printed form has been sent out, a few very 

'simple amendments have been made. These 
are as follows : 

(i) The title of Principal has been 
changed to Vice-Chancellor, in conformity 
with the ·status of the Institution as a 
full University which is not a University 
Cpllege. _ . 

(ii) The· appointment of an Assistant 
to the Chief Executive of the University 
is provided for under the title of Pro-Vice
Chancellor. 

(iii) The number of members that may 
be appointed to the Council who shall be 
persons .not" employed on the . academic or 
administrative staff of the Universi~y has 
been increased from five tel' nine.. .. 

(iv) Provision has been made to ensure 
that members of the House of Assembly 
shall not be debarred from appointment · 
to the Provisional Council of the University, 
and vice versa. 

(v)' Only the first Vice-Chancellor, the 
fir'st Pro-Vice-Chancellor and the first 
Registrar shall be appointed by the 

Governor · in Council, and .subsequent 
appointments shall be made by the 
Provisional Council. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, if this Honourable House 

would be graciously disposed to pass the Bill 
for the. establishment of the Provisional 
Council,· we would have . taken another big · 
step towards realising our hopes for the 
Universit~ of lfe. 

Sir, I beg to move. 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr B. Olowofoyeku: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
the establishment of a university in Western 
Nigeria is a need which has been keenly felt 
by everyone. In fact my party has envisaged 
the establishment of at leaSt eleven universi
ties for the Federation of Nigeria. It is the 
intention of my party to have established in 
the No'rthern Region four universities. ·It is 
the intention of the party to have established 
in the Eastern Region three universities; 

. three universities in · the West and orie 
university in the Federal territory of Lagos. 
The practical possibility of this policy has 
been demonstrated by the establishment in 
the Eastern Region, by the NCNC ·Govem-

~ment of the East, of the University of Nigeria 
(cheers). Mr Speaker·, Sir, this was at a time 
when the Action Group · Government of the 
West was merely groping in the dark and 
unable to grapple with the realities of higher 
-education in - this Region. (Opposition 
Benches: Eire on!) The policy of the NCNC 
on higher education has been a matter of 
frequent discussion at party level. (Govern
ment Benches.: Your party level). Yes, my 
party level. At one stage or the other, we · 
had as our scribe, a man who goes by the . 
name, Dr Sanya Onabamiro. He later · ·· 
deflected from the party. He went to serve 
under a man whom he had had occasion to 
call "a self-appointed leader.". As he was 
going he took away with him .the ideas of the 
NCNC. Mr Speaker, Sir, we of the Opposi-· 
tion wiH not oppose this Bill. We will not 
.oppose it in principle. · It was co-nceived by 
us. But if · the proposed university is going 
to· be of lasting benefit it must command the 
respect and admiration of generations yet 
unborn. It must rank in cadre as one of the 
most famous universities of the world. 
The provisional council must be as widely 
representat1ve as· possible. , (Cheers) . 

A few months ago a White Paper on the 
establishment of this university was laid on 
the table of this House. In that White. 
Paper there was a promise that there would 
be established two committees- that there 

l 
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[MR OLOWOFOYEKU]' ·in lle-Ife. May ~ understand· Mr Speaker: 
was · going to be a University Planning that I am not entitled to. address the House 
Committee and a University Parliamentary upon the siting? (Silence) . Well Sir if I 
Committee. I believe, Mr Speaker, Sir, that must proceed without making further 'refer
it is. the · .former,. that had undertaken a edce to the siting of the University, I will 
journey1 of which we don't know the utility;. still .make one more point and that is in 
yet. ·. A journey has been taken · round the connection with the · membership of the 
globe arid I believe this was taken by the Provisional Council. In this Bill, . the 
Planning Committee. I am open to · appointments to the Provisional Council. are 
correction in this respect but the latter to be made by the Governor in Council. 
committee has become an abortion. There We want an assurance Sir that 'the appoint
has been no . Parliamentary Committee' for' ments will not be made an occasion of political 
this · university. I believe, Sir, that the jobbery. We want an assurance Sir that' 
reason for this is because the Government· is only the best people will be appointed to the 

..afraid to put its cards squarely on the table. Council and we want an assurance Sir that 
It is the inte11tion of the Government to people whose political opinion is not the 
put the Opposition in blissful ignorance. same as that of the · Government would not 
Mr Speaker, Sir, this is one 'more of the necessarily be prevented from ad~ising this 
examples in the catalogue of the contempt, Provisional Council. With these few 
disrespect, and disdain with which the remarks, I support. 
Government of this Region has for long 
tre?ted members of the Opposition. In 
matters which are vital for our well-being 
and the sum total of the population, 'we are 
l~ft out. We are expected to show up in 
public events and we even have no right to 
attend to the call of nature. (Laughter) Mr 
Speaker Sir, wl?.en .high-ranking members of 
the Action Group, when Obas and Chiefs and 
Ministers of State publicly declared a non

. fraternisation ' with a . former Governor-
General those,people wer.e paragons. .. 

Chief Odebiyi: Point _, of order. This 
has no .relevance. -

Mr Olowofoyeku: ' I am speaking about 
the contempt with which this Government is 
treating · the members of the Opposition. 

. . 
Mr Speaker, Sir, before I sit· down, I 

would like to say that the siting of the 
.College has . been a little controversial. 
From my own point of view, I would have 
liked the University to be sited between Ife 
and Ilesha. Mr Speaker Sir, I am not 
saying Ilesha in particular because I don't 
want to be selfish, but there is one matter 
which ........ . (Government Front Benches: 
Everybody wants the University in his home 
town). 

Unfortunately Sir, we have not been put 
into confidence by members of the Govern
ment party: 

Mr Speaker: ~ shall not agree that the 
hon. Gentleman should discuss. the question 
of siting now. 

The Premier (Chief S. L. Akintola): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, because this Bill has 
received 'unanimous support of both sides. of 
the House, I do not intend to make any 
lerigthy speech on it. But a point was made 
by my hon. Friend from Ilesha that the 
Government is treating the Opposition with 
contempt. I am very sorry if anything has 
been done to create that impression in the · · 
mind of the Opposition. I have always been 
saying it that the Governme!jt of this .Region 
is the responsibility of all of us, whether· you 
are on the Government Bench or on the Op
position. Every member of this House, regard
less of whatever party he belongs to, has the 
appellation of "honourable". We believe 
that all members here are honourable and as 
such it is the duty of the Government party, 
and of all members, to treat every member of 
this House with every respect. If anything 
has been done to give the contrary inpression, 
it must be due to a misunderstanding. I 
have always . been giving the assurance in 
this House that if there was any doubt in 
any member's mind on any matter leading to 
a misunderstanding, my doors are always 
open, either in the office or in my private · 
lodge, he can ·come and let us discuss it, 
whether you are a member of the Government 
Party or Opposition. 

I say this sincerely from the bottom of my 
heart. I have been a member of the Opposition 
myself in my political life and I have been. 
a ·colleagues of some of those who riow · 
sit opposite me; and we have always thought 
that it is the duty of the Government to 

, Mr ·Olowofoyeku: With due deference treat us with respect, arid I owe it a duty to 
to Mr· Speake.r, I am bound by the ruling of treat all of you with every respect that you 

· .Mr ·Speaker, but the Minister of Education deserve . . J assure you once again that it is not 
said that this University is going to be sited _ •our intention at all to be disrespectful to you. 

c 
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[CHIEF. AKINToLA] ments this Regional Government 'is · ever 
Now, reference has been made to a declara- going to make. It is gratifying to see that 

tion of policy matter on the floor of this today the Action Group Government of · 
House a few months ago to the effect that a the West is now taking this policy, con~idering 
Parliamentary Committee was going to be what was said on the building of the 
appointed to advise on matte1·s relevant to the University of Nigeria. Mr Speaker Sir, 
proposed University. This intention was it ought to be so, knowing quite well that the 
made manifest in the policy paper brought to man in charge of the Ministry of Education 

· · this House and I gave the assurance after has been an old member of the NCNC. · I · 
consultation with the Minister of Education have to say that in considering this Bill .:we 
that ~his Committee was going to be appointed would like to be assured by the hon. Minister 
to advise; But we must be sure before we of Education that sections 8 and 18 of the 
play the role of an adviser that the party to be Bill will not be used to create unwarranted 
advised comes into existence. You cannot jobs for th~ Government party political 
·have .advisers without a party to be advised good boys. . ; ... 
and if a committee of advisers has aot heen Likewise, Mr Speaker, I would like to 
appointed now it is ·bccnuse the body thnt the point out thnt the Minister of 'Education 
committee will advise has not come into should make it clear to us that section ·u ·(1) 
existence and the body to be adyised is the would not be affected by tribal and political 
one we are trying to create by law. If we tendencies. · :..· ·· 
have not appointed a committee before now Mr Speaker, Sir, the Minister ofEducation . 
it is not in a way to disrespect you or that we should rpake it clear that section ' 2 (i) will 
don't want to take you into confidence; but not be affected by political changes . . · I wish 
immediately the Law being considered now is to congratulate the Regional Government 
passed, · it is the ·intention of my honourable for the number of our primary and secondary 
Fri,end, the · Minister of · Education, to school leavers which is growing · yearly and 
announce to you the names of the Members the Government h~s thought it fit to provide 
of the House . who are appointed · to the ' opportunity of higher education for them. 
Parliamentary Advisory Committee on Higher · The university which we are going to open 
Education. It is , not our intention to treat should not he like that one where children are 
you with contempt at all. Some matters· not taught science. Many of them do ··not 
of importance come to us without any previous know the names of common plants in Nigeria 
notice. , In that case, we cannot ~ive you how much more of grass. When the · 
sufficiently long notice. But whenever we Provisional Council is established: ............. . 

. ~av:e notice on any ma~te; for a fairly long Chief Odebiyi: I do not agree with the 
ttme,, I assure you that It ts our duty to take . hon. Member. Even the babalawo knows 

. ypu mto confidence. Whatever may be our th s ofh bs ·, 
~ . I' . 1 d'.a: h 11 . d e name er . • .. ':po ttica Iuerent:es, we s a give you ue . . 
.· -respect; with uncertainties of politics, it may Mr Ebubedxke: We w~nt ~t to be on 

be that some of us will not sit on this side the model of Ibadan Umversity and in 
or some of you on that side: So, I feel fo; · accordance with ~~gerian backg~ound. I · 
this reason, and in order' to insure ourselves congratulaFe the Mimster of EducatiOn. 
a~ains.t the uncertainties of political life, we Mr E. B. Arowojolu: I have to congratu-
wtll give you due r~spect. late the Minister of Education for his achieve

ments ·which he has made during his short 
Mr B. I. _G. Ewah: Mr $peaker Sir, the term of office. You all know that this 

West Regional Government is to be con- Minister was called "guinea-worm" doctor: 
gratulated on its plan to establi.sh a University He went from this side to the Action Group 
at ' Ife. The siting of the University could to carry on the policy of the NCNC which 
not be controversial since it has been fixed has already established a University in the 
by experts and considering the history of Ife Eastern Region . . 
as the '·'traditional home of Y oruba race. I · · 
will suggest, however, that an extension of I want to give some suggestions. The 
the University should qe sited in the Midwest. proposed Provisional Council sliquld be made 

. up of men of intelligence so that not only 
Mr F. Ebubedike: Mr Speaker Sir, I ' Members ·of one party should be appointed. 

thank you for giving me . the opporunity 1 You all know what happens in Corporations 
to speak for the first time._ I am going to and Boards and even people who failed to be 

. speak here on the establishment of provisional elected c;Iurilig the last Elections have · been 
council for the University of Ife. I support made Chairmen of Corporations and. Boards. 
the establishment of . the Council because Let this not hap,pen in the P~ovisional 

'this is the first of the . highest achieve- CounCil. , · 
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.~ In recruiting staff for that University you 
' must see that you recruit scientists from 

l~~ Russia !lnd . other Communist countries to 
':f\, teach sc1ence. . . 

Mr I. Edeki: Mr Speaker, Sir, I should' 
like to point ·out ·"that the Regional Govern
merit ·should be congratulated on its move to 
establish a University in ,Ife. The Regional 
Education policy has been very sound. 
Primary · Schools have increased and the 
quality of education has been of a high 
standard: The opportunity for secondary 
education has increased Jour-fold and sixth 
·form work is being expanded. The creation 
of the proposed · University is going to be the 

. apex of our educational pyramid. There 
are Regions •which build their· educational 
pydtmi9. from the apex · downwards. We 
ha~e taken the initiative by laying prope'r 
foundation for our University which I have 
referred to as the apex of our educational policy, 
The foundation of this University must be 

· based on the needs of this Region-engineers, 
technologists, agriculturists, and educationists. 
Of course, I do not say .that humanities must 
be relegated to the background. The atmo
sphere of the college should be such as' to 
favour the grqyvth of those qualities which 
,make a man or woman a good citizen. 

Once again, I congratulat~ the Western 
Region because of its . move to found a 
University at Ife. 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to support this · Bill because it is the 
responsibility of every Government to• provide 
adequate facilities for education for the 
inhabitants of its area. I have stood up 

·tO speak about this Bill because the Action 
Group on this. occasion have been frank to . 
admit their fault in sayi.ng that they were not 

, the first to establish a University in Nigeria. 
Afterwards you will he~r their Ministers boast
ing they were the firsi: to establish Fre·e Pri
m:;try Education in Nigeria and in the whole 
world. They have said that their Television 
is the first in the world. They claim to be the 
first to do everything. · But in the founding 
of a University they were not the first, but 
the NCNC · Gove'rnmcnt of · Eastern 
Nigeria. Even the Northern Region f~mnded 
the Ahmadu Bello University College before 
them. · · 

Government Benches: It is a college 
and not a University. 

Mr Amadasun: What is the difference 
beteeen a college and a university? ' When 
the Minister first laid the White Paper before 

c2 

this House he told us that a team of experts 
was going round the Region to find a suitable 
site for the University and that the recom
mendations will be brought to this House; 
If the recommendations had been ·brought 
here we, of the Midwest would have been 
able to know why no suitable site was found 
in that area. My own city, Benin,' has the 
necessary geographical qualifications. 

Mr Speaker: _ I have ruled a few minutes 
ago that the siting of the' University · should. 
.not be dealt with. 

Mr Amadasun: .Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
talking of the recommendations of the 
experts. It appears that a lot is being done 
for only a section of the Region. The , 
first Governor is from a certain. town, the · 
first University is from a certain town." I feel 
·hat one community. should not be at a 
disadvantage because of another ........... ; .. ~ .. ; 
(Government Benches:, ..... And. the Leader of 
Opposition is from the same t'own). 
Finally, Sir, when erecting this University we 
warit the buildings to be magnificent. We 
want the contract to be given to people who 
know something about the building of Uni
versities and not Nigersol or Oni and .Sons ... 
(Laughter). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with these observations, 
I beg to support this'Bill. 

Alhaji B. O.'Fawehinmi: I would like to 
congratulate · the Western Nigeria Govern
ment for their big achievement in the field 
of education. When the Action Group · 
Government of the Western Region intro
duced the Free Primary Education, Members 
of the Opposition cried but today, they are 
reaping a Ilon's share of the benefits of that 
scheme. Wh~n the Finance Corporation 
was etablished, these very people cried as . 
loud as ever and today too, they are also 
benefiting from the fruits of that institution. 

I am going to refrain from mentioning 
names became those concerned know them
selves. Action Group does not believe in 
rushing; we believe in good planning, and 
that is why the Action Group is slow to act 
but when they act, they are ·likc fire. Before 
they put up any scheme there must be actual 
deliberations and experts must be consulted. 
This fulfils the s~ying that "he who laughs 
last laughs best". The Action Group ·does · 
not helieve in doing things spasmod,.ically so 
that people may praise them but they find 
time to do things well · so that everybody may 
be able to enjoy the fruits of their good 
leadership. 
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[CH!EF AKINT~LA] · ments this Regional Government is · ever 
Now, reference has been made to a declara- going to make. It is gratifying to see that 

· tiori of policy ma~ter on the floor of this today 'the Action Group Government of 
House a few months ago to the effect that a the West is now taking this policy, coneyidcring 
Pdrliamentary Committee was going to be what was said on ~he building of · the 
appointed to advise on matte!·s relevant to the University of Nigeria. Mr. Speaker · Sir, 
proposed University. This intention was it ought to be so, knowing quite well that the 
made manifest in the policy paper brought to man in charge of the Ministry of Education 
this House and I gave the assurance after has been an old member of the NCNC. I 
consultation with the Minister of Education have to. say that in considering ,this Bill ' we 
that this c·ommitt~e was going to be appointed would like to be assured by the bon. Minister 
to advise. But we must be sure before we of Education that sectjons 8 and 18 o.f the 
play the role of an adviser that the party to be Bill will not be used to create unwarranted 
·advised comes into· existence. You cannot jobs for the Government party political 
have advisers without a party to be advised good boys. 
and if a committee of advisers has not been Likewise, Mr Speaker, I would like to 

· appointed now it is because the body that the point out that the Minister of Education 
committee will advise has not come into should mall:e it clear to us that section 11 (1) 
existence and the body to be advised is the would not be affected by tribal and political 
one we are trying to create by law. If we tendencies. ~ 
have l).Ot appointed a committee before now Mr Speaker, Sir, the Minister of Education 
it is not.in a way to disrespect you or that we should make it clear that section 2 (i) will 
don't want to take you into confidence; but not be affected by political changes. I wish 
immediately the Law being considered now is to congratulate the Regional Government 

·passed,· it is the intention of my honourable for the number of our primary aria secondary 
Friend, the Minister of Education, to school leavers which is growing yearly and 
ar)nounce to you the names of the Members fhe Go.vernment has thought'it fit to provide 
of ·the House who are appointed to the opportunity of higher education for them. 
Parliamentary Advisory Committee on Higher The university which we are going to open 
Education. It is not our int~tion to treat should not be· like that one where children are 
you with contempt at all. Some matters . not taught science. Many of them do not 
of importance come to us without any previous know the names of common plants in Nigeria 
notice . . In that case, .we cannot give you how · much more . of grass. When ·the · . . 
sufficiently long notice. But whenever we Provisional Council is established ......... : .. ·: .. 

.: have notice on any ma,tter for a fairly long 
time, I assure you that it is 'Our duty to take Chief Odebiyi: I do not agree with the 

hon. Member. Even the babalawo knows 
you into confidence. Whatever may be our . the names of herbs. 
political differences, we shall give you due 
respect; with uncertainties of politics, it may Mr Ebubedike: We ~ant it to · be . ori 

· be that some of us will not sit on this side, the mo.del of Ibadan University and in 
or some of you on that side. So, I feel for accordance with Nigerian ~background; · I 
this reason, and in order to insure ourselves congratulate the Minister of Education. 
against the uncertainties of political life, we M:r E·. B. Arowojolu: I have to. congratu-
will' give you due respect. . . 1 - - late the Minister of Education for his achieve-· 

, Mr B. I. G. Ewah: lvl'r Speaker Sir, th~ 
West Regional Government is to be con
gratulated on its plan to establish a University 
at Ife. The siting of the University could 
not be controversial since it has been fixed 
by experts and considering the history of Ife 

·as the traditional home of Y aruba race. I 
will suggest, however, that an extension of 
the University should be sited in the Midwest. 

Mr F. Ebubedike: Mr Speaker Sir, I 
thank you for ·giving me the opporunity 
to speak for the first time. I am going to 
speak here on the establishment of provisional 

. council for the University of Ife. I support 
the establishment of the <Souncil because 
this is the first of the higlvest achieve• 

ments whi~h he has made during his short 
term of office. You all know that this 
Minister was called "guinea-worm" doctor. 
He went from this side to the Action Group 
to carry on the policy 6f.the NCNC .which 
has already established a University in the 
Eastern Region. 

I want to give some suggestions. The 
proposed Provisional Council should be made 
up of men of intelligence so that not only 
Members of "one party should be appointed. 
You all know wh~t happens in Corporations 
and Boards and even people who failed to be 
elected during the last Elections ·have been 
made Chairmen of Corporations and Boards. 
Let · this not happen in the Provisional 
Council . 
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[Mn. AROWOJoLu] this House he told us that a team of experts 
: · In recruiting staff for that University you was going round the Region to find a suitable · 

must see that you recruit scientists from site for the University and that the recom
Russia and , other Communist countries to mendations will be brought to this · House. 
teach science. · ~ · ·· If the recommendations had · been brought 

· Mr I. Edeki: Mr Speaker, Sir, I should 
like to point out that the Regional Govern
ment 'should be congratulated on its move to 
establish a University in lfe. The Regional 
Education policy has been very ·sound. 
Primary Schools have increased and the 
quality of education has been ·of a high 

· standard. The opportunity for secondary 
education has increased four-fold and sixth 
form work is being expanded. The creation 
of the proposed University is going to be the 

. apex of our educational pyramid. There 
are Regions which build their educational 
pyramid from the apex downwards. We 
have taken the initiative by laying proper 
foundation for our University which I have 
referred to as the apex of our educational policy. 
The foundation of this University must be 
based on the needs of this Region--engineers, 
technologists, agriculturists, and educationists. 
Of course, I do not say .that humanities must 
be · relegated to the background. · The atmo
sphere of the college , should be. such as to 
favour the growth of those qualities which 
make a mari or woman a good citizen. 

. Once · again, I congratulate the Western 
Region because of its . move to found a 

_ University at Ife. 

Mr Amada~un: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to support ~this · Bill because it is -the 
responsibility of every Government to provide 
adequate , facilities for education for the 
inhabitants of its area. I have stood up 

·to speak about this Bill because the Action 
Group dn this occasion have been frank to 
admit their fault in saying that they were not 
the first to establish a University in Nigeria. 

"·Afterwards you will hear their Ministers boast
ing they were the first to establish Free Pri
mary Education in Nigeria and in the whole 
world. They have said that their Television 
is the first in the world. They claim to be the 
first to do ev-erything. But in the founding 
of a University they were not the first, but 
the NCNC Government of Eastern 
Nigeria. Even the Northern Region founded 
the Ahmadu Bello University College before 
them. · 

Government Benches: It is a college 
and not a University. 

Mr Amadasun: What is the difference 
'beteeen a college and a university? When 
the Minister first laid the White Paper before 

c2 

here we, of the Midwest would have been 
able to know why no suitable site was found 

· in that area. My own city, Benin, has the 
necessary geographical qualifications. 

Mr Spe-aker: I have ruled a few minut~s 
ago that the siting of the University should 
not be dealt with. 

Mr. Amadasun: Mr Speaker, S.ir, I ~m 
talking of the recommendations of the 
experts. It appears that a lot is being done 
for only a section of the Region. The 
first Governor is· from a certain town, the 
first University is from a certain town. I feel 
·hat one. community should not be at a 
disadvantage because of another .................• 
(Government Benches: ... , .. And the Leader of 
Opposition ' is from the same . town). 
Finally, Sir, when erecting this University we 
want the buildings to be magnificent. We · 
want the contract to be given to people who 
know something about the building of Uni
versities and not Nigersol or Oni and Sons. ~ . 
(Laughter). · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with these observations; 
I ~eg to support this_]3ill. 

- ' Alhaji B.' 0. Fawehinmi: I would like to 
congratulate · the Western Nigeria Govern
ment for their big achievement in the field 
of education. When the Action Group 
Government of the Western Region intro
duced the Free Primary Edue&tion, Members 
of the Opposition cried but today, they .are 
reaping a lion's share of the benefits of that 
scheme. When .. the . Finance Corporation ' 
was etablished, these very people cried as 
loud as evet; and. today too, they ,are also 
benefiting from the fruits of that institution. 

I am going to refrain from mentioning . 
names became those concerned know them
selves. Action Group does not believe in 
rushing; we believe in good planning, and 
that is why the Action Group is slow to act 
but when they act, they are like fire . . Before 
they put up any ,scheme there must be actual .· ,. 
deliberations and experts must be consulted. 
This fulfils , the saying that "he who laughs 
last laughs best". The Action Group does 
not believe in doing things spasmodically so 
that people may ·praise them but they find 
time to do things well so that everybody may 
be able to enJOY the fruits of their good 
leadership. 

... 

·-
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On the question of the university it is very 
easy for our friends to say that they were the 
first .to take th» ~nitiative; we d~ not believe in 
puttmg somet'fung on paper w1thout actually 
~?tarting it. 

For these reasons, Mr ·Speaker, Sir, I 
.beg · to . congratulate the Action Group 
Government of the Western Region, and 
support the Bill. 

Mr D. A. Popoola: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
. rise to say a · word or two ·in connection 
~,: with the speech . of the last speaker but one . 

He was trying to prove to the House that 
the -Action Group Government of Western 
Nigeria is trying to copy the Eastern Region. · 
The Western Nigeria Government controlled 
by the Action Group does not copy but it 
takes time to plan its.Projects. ,. 

We were the first to have the Free Primary 
School ope:tating; then we turned our 
attention to the Secondary; Grammar Schools. 
Af.te~ we· have done all that; · now we are 
engaging our attention in our University. But 
in the Eastem ·Region, where they boast of 
being the first to build a University, the Free 
Primary Education is not functioning well 
and even then is not extended to all the 
classes, having only last year been extended 
to reach Standard 3. I am confident, and share 
the opinion of other hon. Members that the 
structure · and other things at the Univercity 
of Ife will have rio equal. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to supprt. 

Dr · Onabarniro: Mi- Speaker, Sir, 
may I congratulate the Members of the 
Opposition for recognising the merit of this 
Bill straightaway and so helping this Bill to be 
one of no controversy. 

Normally, if they had ~topped there I 
would have liked to thank the hon. Members 
for the many suggestions whicp they had 
given to us; but in the course of their speeches 
they had done more than this. My hon. 
Friend from Ilesha rhade a pqint that I left 
the NCNC and carried the NCNC idea on 
higher education to the Action Group. I 
think that de,mands an answer. 

I think it was generally recognised in the 
yeats I was with the NCNC that I was their 
educational expert. What can one do when 
advice was put on stoney ground? When I 
was in :the NCNC these very ideas were mine 
but )\hat could I do when these ideas were · 
~o~_..J~eded nor talten?, I would like to rai(le 
o.ne i11atter and remmd the Member for 
Ilesha of one incident which happened in the 
Constitutional Conference · of 1957. 

' 
One evening when we were · trying to 

develop what our stand should be on the 
creation of the Midwest State ......... : ....... . 

Mr Olowofoyeku: Point of order .... .. 
Standing O,rder 30 (1): "Debate upon any 
Motion, Bill ...... shall be relevant to that 
Motion, Bill ..................... " 

Mr Speaker: T.he hon. Minister is 
replying to the points you touched, in point 
of explanation. He should be, and is 
hereby, allowed to ·. continue ..... . (cheers from 
Government Benches). 

. Dr Onabarniro: ... during that evening 
members ·of the Eastern wing of the NCNC 
refused to agree with the Western·wing of the 
NCNC on the creation of the Midwest 
State because they felt they would compro
mise on the issue of the creation of the 
COR State. Then we fell into ' two irre-
concilable factions ...... (interruptions from 
Opposition Benches: it is not correct, it is not; 
correct, ·we have never opposed the crea~ion of 
the Midwest State). So it was that at the 
Conference when the NCNC supported the 
creation of the post of Deputy Prime Minister · 
the following day an NCNC Member ros_.e 
up to .~ttack the decision taken. by the party 
hierachy. And I left the delegation alone and 

, came . back to Nigeria by myself a week 
before the Conference closed. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it was shortly afterwards 
that I left the' party as a whole. All the ' idea 
or the educational policy which I had been 
trying to get through found itself on stoney 
r,rounds and so· I decided ·tq leave the party. 

Mr Speaker, · Sir, another Member of the 
Opposition has risen to say that the Western 
Region Government always claimed to be the 
first in everything but that it was not the 
first to build a University. I would like to 
refer the hon. Member to the Report of the 
Ashby Commission which says that the 
University of Nigeria could not hold its qwn 
but should be joined with the Nigerian 
College at Enugu to form a complex. Having 
this in mind, Sir, it stand to reason, there
fore, that this is the very first time which we 
are going to have a fullfiedged university which 
can stand on its own. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Question put and agreed to. · 
Bill accordingly read a Second time 

ordered for · Committee immediately. 
In the Committee1 " 

Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2. 

Question proposed. 

and 
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Dr Onabamiro: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
beg to move the following amendments:-

(i) substitute a semi-colon · for the full- . 
stop at the end of Clause 2. · 

(ii) Delete the WOI'ds "Principal" and 
· substitute "Vice-Chancellor" in lines 6 

and 7. 

~iii) Insert' after the 'definition of "the 

University" the following new definition:
. "the- Pro-Vice-Chancellor" means the 

Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the University. 

!J.mendment put and apeed to. 
Clause 2 as amended agreed to. 
Clauses 3 and 4 agreed to. 
Clause 5 (1). 
Question proposed. 

Dr Onabamito:· Mr Chairman, I beg 
to move. an amendment by: . 

(i) deleting the word "Principal" and 
substituting "Vice-Chancellor". 

(ii) inserting a new paragraph (c) as 
follows: · 

"(c) the Pro-Vice-Chancellor". 
(iii) re-numbering paragraphs (c) and 

(d) as (d) and (e) respectively. 
(iv) a new pa~agraph (d) to read as 

follows: . , 
~ "(d) ·not less than five nor more than 
nin~ members who shall be persons not 

. employed on the academic or a~ministra-
tive staff of the University." 

Amendment put and agreed to. 
Clause 5 (1) q.s amended agreed to. 
Clause 5 (2) agreed to. 
Clause 5 (3). 

Question proposed. 

Dr .Onabamiro: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I rbeg to move an amendment by: 

. (i) inserting a new Chmse 5 (3) as f<'lllows: 
"5 (3) (a) A member of the House of 

Assembly of Western Nige.ria · who 
becomes the chairman or other member 
of the Council shall not vacate his seat 
.in. that House by reason ortly of his 
becoming such chairman or_ other mem
ber, and a chairman or other .. member 
of the Council who becomes a member 
of the House shall not cease to hold 
office as chairman or other member 
of the Council b'y reason only . of 
becoming such a member of the House. 

(b) For the avoidance of doubt it is 
hereby declared that the office of chair-

man or other member of the Council is 
. not an office of emolument under the 
Crown. 
(ii) substituting a colon for the fullstop 

at the end of the former Clause 5 (3) now 
to be numbered as Clause 5 (4). 

The new clause 5 (4) is to be amended 
by-

(i) deleting "Principal" arid substitu
ting "Vice-Chancellor". 

(ii) inserting "the Pro-Vice-Chancel
lor" immediately after "Vice-Chancellor" 
in the first line. · 

(iii) i'nsering a new, proviso to the · 
new Clause 5 .(4) as follows: 

"Provided that no appointment to 
the office of Vice-Chancellor, Pta
Vice-Chancellor · or Registrar . other 
than the first appointment to ~my of 
these offices shall be made by the 
Council". 

(iv) re-numbering Cl~use 5 (4), (5), 
(6) an.d (7) .. as 5 (5), (6), (7) and (8) 
respectively. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 
Clause 5 (3) as re-numbered and amended 

agreedto. . 
Clauses 5 (4) and 5 (5) as re-numbered 

agreed to. · 
Clause 5 (6) as re-numbered. 
Question proposed. -
Dr Onabamiro: Mr Chairman, Sir, 

I beg to move an amendment that Clause 5 (6) 
a,s re-numb~red, be·amended by substituting 

· '"five" for "three" in the third line. · . 
' Amendment put and agreed to. 

Clause · 5 (6) as re-numbered and amended 
agreed to. 

Clause 5 (7) as re-numbered agreed to. 
Clause 5 (8) as re-numbered_: 

· Question proposed. 
Dr Onaban~iro; · Mr - Chairman, Sit: , 

I beg to move that Clause 5 (8) as re-numbered 
be amended by: · 

(i) deleting the word '.'Principal" wherev
er it occurs in the paragraph and ~ub
stituting "Vice-Chancellor". 

(ii) inserting ''Pro-Vice-Chancellor'' 
after "Vice-Chancellor Designate" in the 
second line. 
Amendment put and agreed to. 
Clause 5 (8) as re-numbered a'nd amend~d'-, 

agreed to. 
Clause'6. 

· Question proposed. 
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Dr Onabamiro: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I beg to move that the whole of Clause 6 
be d.eleted and the following new Clause be 
substituted therefor:-

" Tenure of 6 (1) Subject to· any other 
' ofllce of . prov1s10ns which may be 

members of . made by any other law, any 
the council. person appointed to any of 

the offices mentioned in 
sub-section ( 4) of section 5 
s h a 1 1 hold his office 
until such time as the 
authority which appointed 

' him thereto shall otherwise 
determine. 

"6 (2) Any· person holding 
. any of the offices mentioned 
in sub::-section ( 4) of section 5 
may at any time, by writing 
under his hand, addressed to 
the authority which appoin
ted him,. resign from his 
office." 

Amendment put and agreed to. 
Clause 6 as amended agreed to:_ 
Clauses 7 to 15 agreed to. 
Clause 16. 

.. Question proposed. 
Dr Onabamiro: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 

b eg to rriove the following amendment:-
(i) · Delete the word "Principal" and 

substitute "Vice-Chancellor" throughout 
this· Clause. · 

(ii) Insert after paragraph (a) of sub
clause (1) a new paragraph as follows: 

"(b) the Pro-Vice-Chancellor:'. 

(iii) Re-number paragraphs (b) and (c) 
of sub-clause (1) as (c) and (d) respectively. 

(iv) Insert a new sub~clause (3) immedi
ately after sub-clause (2) as· follows. 

"(3) The Pro-Vice-Chancellor shall 
be the Chief assistant to the Vice
Chancellor in the discharge of his 
functions under this Law and shall have 
such functions and perform such duties as 
the Vice-Chancellor. may from time to 
time assign to him". 
(v) Re-number the present sub-clause 

(3) as sub-clause (4). 

Amendments put and agreed.to. · 
Clause 16 as amended agreed to. , 
Clause 17 agreed to. · 
Clause 18. 
Question proposed. 

Dr Onabamiro: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I beg to move th at the word 1'Principal" 
be deleted and ctVice-Chancellor" be substi
tuted. · 

Amendent put and agreed to. 

Mr Arnadasun: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
move that Clause 18 be further amended as 
follows. 

· (i) delete "may" and substitute "shall" 

(ii) delete the whole of "if he thinks fit" 
and then ·delete from "him" to "Academic 
'Board". and substitute "the Council from 
amongst . the members of the Academic 
Board". 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the new Clause 
now will then be: "The Vice-Chancellor shall 
have powers to exercise disciplinary control 
over studen.ts of the University and, shall, 
for the purpose of his power under this 
section, consult any committee appointed by 
the Council from amongst the members of the 
Academic Board". 

The ref.lson for this amendment, Sir, is 
that experience has shown that some Vice-. 
Chancellors in some Universities, not only 
in Nigeria but also . over the world, are 
always harsh in the disciplinary tneasures 
given to students. So that if they are give:ll 
that power under this Clause to appoint 
a disciplinary committee, then the advice 
of the committee will not be obeyed by the 
V,ice-ChanceUor and this committee will 
have no statutory backing. If the discipli
nary committee is to be appointed by the 
Statutory Council, then any advice given by 
that committee must in some way be obeyed 
by the Vice-Chan~ellor. 

This is my own amendment, Mr Chairman, 
Sir. 

Further amendment proposed. 

Dr Onabarniro: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I beg to oppose the amendment on the ground 
that after eleven and half years' experience 
as a lecturer in a university (hear, hear) myself, 
I . think I am confident to express an opinion 
as to how students' discipline should be 
organised. The authority for disciplining 
students should be vested in the · Chief 

. Executive of the University and should be 
made flexible for him on how he should _. 
exercise that authority. If you compel 
him at any given issue to summon a committee 
of the Academic Board before he can take 
any decision, it will hamper hi~. disciplinary 
ability with the result that certain decisions 
which have to be taken within hours have to 
be deferred until the Board can ' be convened. 
So that it will be open to him to summon an 
advisory board on disciplinary matters when 
he thinks fit and to tal\e executive action 
either with his own initiative or in conjunction 
with the Registrar,. 

--
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' (DR 0NABAMIRO) 

1; · . · I beg to oppoae, 
38. C. A. Williams · 

To .Agege Dairy and Poultry. Farm 
Ittdmttial and Mtuhin Eatato, lkoja: · 

1. A. Adekeye 

and 

Further amendmmt put and negatived. , 
, Clause 18 as amended (but not further 

amended) agreed to. · 
Clauses 19 to ~-0 agreed to. 

Mr Speake;r resumed the Chair. 
Bill reported with amendments, read the 

' ' Third time and passed. 

ADJOURNI\fENT 

Parliamentary Delegation 
Chief Odebiyi: Mr· Speaker, Sir, I beg 

to move that the House do now adjourn 
until Monday, 27th March, 1961 at 10.00 a.m; 
May. I remind hon. Members about the 

· , ,Parliamentary delegation which is to take 
place tomorrow to·Ewekoro, Agege Dairy and 

:i . Poultry Farm and Mushiri Industrial Estate. 
i'i . If Mr Speaker would give the indulgence I 
' ' would like to go through ·;che names. 

(a) To Ewekoro Cement Wbrks and N.P.C.C. 
. Abeokuta. 

1. S. L. Akintola 
2. D. S. Adegbenro ' 
3. Y. Adekunle 
4. I. A. Adelodun 
5. J. G. Adeniran 

. 6. A. 0. Adeyi 
7. J. 0. Adigun 
8. Y. Aina 

· 9. L.A. Ajimobi 
.10. S. A. Akerele 
11. C. D. Akran 
12. E . Anuku 
14.' P. Ashiru 
15. D. Atolagbe 
16. · J. E. Babatola 
17. G. A. Deko 
18. E. Etchie 
19. E. A. A. Fadayiro 
20. M. A. Fetuga 
21. M.A. !dodo 
22. J. 0. Kehinde . 
23. R. A. Lana 

2.. A. Adedoyin 
3. S. T. Adelegan 
4. A. L. Adenekan 
5. S. A. Adeniya 

· 6. J. 0. Adeye!l').o 
7. N. A. Adibi 
8. A. Ajubola 
9. ]. E. A. Agbasa 

10. C. I. Akere · 
11. A. 0. Akingboye 
12. I. 0. Aniyi 
13. S. B. Aruwajoye 

· 14. A. Atie 
15. ]. 0. Awopeju 
16. A. A. Babayemi 
17. I. Edeki 
18. B. G. Ewah 
19. B. 0. Fawehinmi 
20. 0. 0. Gbolahan 
21. M. 0. Ijie 
22. N. A. B. Kotoye 
23. K. S. Y. Momoh 
24. J. A. 0. Odebiyi 
25. ]. A. Odutuga 
26. ]. A. Ogunmuyiwa 
27. B. Ojeniran 
28. S. A. Okeya 
29. B. Olaniyan 
30. D. K. Olumofin · 
31. J. 0. Omitowoju 
32. Z. A. Opaleye · 
33. B. E. 0. Osagie 
34. I. A. Ositelu . 
35. S. A. Otubanjo 
36. D. A. Popoola 
37. 0. Sobande 
38. S. A. Tinubu 
39. K . K. Zuokumor 
40. K. 0. Owonikoko. · 

May I remind hon. Members that they are 
expected to be here at 9.00 o'clock tomorrow. 
The buses will · take lbadan-Abeokuta road · 
and . Shagamu-Lagos road. It will be 

24. B. o ... Obisesan 
25. ]. 0. Odigie 
26. D.' Ogundiran 
27. Y. Ogunyele 
28. E. 0. Oke 
29. I. A. Olukoju 
30. R. A. Olusa 
31. S. Onasanya 

" necessary for every member to assemble here 
first so that the WNTV can cover the tour 
effectively starting from 9.00 o'clock tomorrow 
morning. We hope those who are not going · 
wilL be here to give inspiration to those who 
are going. I believe the Leader of Opposition 
will 'be here at least to cheer those who will 
be going. 

32. D. 0. Orowol~ 
33. J. 0. Osuntokun 
34. J. E. Otobo 
35. J. 0. Oye 
36. s: A. Sanni 
!37. S. 0. Sogbein 

Chief Adeyi: I beg to second. 

Mr Amadasuni Mr Speaker, Sir, V;re 
would like to know the leaders of these 
delegations. 

.. 
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Mr Speaker: · When they get here 
tomorro:w· they will choose their leaders. 

Question proposed. 

Parliamentary Committee for . 
the University of Ife 

· ~.})r Onabamiro: Mr Speaker, Sir, a 
' · Palj].iamentary Committee to advise the 

Provisional Council of the University of lfe 
and on the various reports which will be 
.submitted in connection with the project 
will be ·set up. There will be nine members 
in this Parliamentary Committee and its 
chairman · will be the han. the Deputy 
Speaker, Mr S. T. Adelegan. 

\ 

JV[r R. A. Fani-Kayode: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I am sorry to interrupt. J know it is 
unusual to interrupf a ministerial statement. 
If the Minister allows, I will continue, but 
if not, I will resume my seat. Even if the 
M!nister·' is going to reject the advice of the 
Opposition the Opposition should be in
formed before any men).bP.r is appointed or 
co-opted by the Minister. 

Dr S. ·D. Onabamiro: I appreciate the 
views of .the han. Leader .of Opposition. 
We have selected university graduates 
amongst us who have experience of University 

.. ·running and can advise. There are nine 
. members: six from Government and three 
from the Opposition. 

I 

The hon. S. T. Adelegan, B.A.- Chairman 
The han. R. I. Edeki, M.A. 
The hon. S. A. Akerele, M.A. 
The han. R. 0. Areola, M.A. 
The han. N. A. Adibi, M.A. 
The han. J. 0. Awopeju, B.A., LL.B. 
Thehon. R.A. Fani-Kayode, M.A., LL.B., Q·.c. 
The han. B. Olowofoyeku, B.A., LLB: 
The han. A. T. Rerri, B.A. 

'I shall consult the Leader of Opposition later 
on in . case , he will like to suggest some 
amendments. 

Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode: 
consultation with him Sir. 

I shall be 

' Sitting arrangements 

1n. 

Mr Speaker: Han. Members, next time . 
you may find that you may not be sitting in 
the position you are sitting now. Sitting 
arrangements will be made in 'consultation 
. with the Leader of the House and the 
. 'Leader 'of Opposition as to where Members 
ought to be. Thank you for the co-operation 
I have received so far. ' 

Question put and agreed to. 

Adjou.'rned accordingly at ' :}.45 p.:m. until 
Monday, 27th March, 1961, at 10.00 a.m. 
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'\'VESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

MONDAY, 27TH MARCH, 1961 
The House met at 10.05 a.m. 

Mr Speaker in the Chair 
-1 PRAYERS 
.: ORAL .ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

EDUCATION 
i~Retiring Benefits to Voluntary Agency 
· , · , Teachers . 

. 10/3. Mr D. A. Atolagbe asked the 
Minister of Education to state whether the 
Regional Government would extend the same 
retiring privileges to Voluntary ·Agency 
Teachers as those · enjoyed' by the Civil .. 
Se~vants.. ' 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Education (Mr R. A. ·olusa): 
The payment of superannuation benefits to 
non-Government teachers . is governed 
throughout the Federation by the non- · 
Government Certificated Teacher's Super-. 
annuation Scheme Rules, 1950. To· be 
eligible for a pension and · gratuity under 
these rules, a non-Government certificated 
teacher must have comp.leted fifteen years' 

·continuous service in this country and must 
. have attained the . age of fifty-five years. 
:iA non-Government certificated teacher who 
is fifty-five but has not completed fifteen 
years' continuous service is eligible for a 
gratuity only, provided that he has served 
'continuously for a minimum period of 
five years. 

The compulsory age of retirement m the 
Western Region Public Service is now 
sixty years. It is still fifty-five in the 
Federal Public SerV-ice · and the other two 
Regional Public Services in the Federation. 
In all the Public Services of the Federation, " 
an officer may elect to retire voluntarily 
at the age of forty-five . A civil servant in 
any part of the Federation would be eligible 
for a pension plus gratuity if he retires 
on reaching the compulsory or voluntary 
age of retirement. ·, Otherwise, he would be 
eligible for a gratuity only if he is confirmed 
in his appointment after completing his 
probationary service which nonnally lasts 
for three years and has served continuously 
for a minimum of ten years. 

The answer to the Hon. 'Member's ques.tion 
is that the Government does not propose 
to extend to voluntary agency teachers in the 
Region the same retiring privileges as ·are 
enjoyed by civil servants in its Public Service. 
In . any event, the Government of this, Region 

'· 

could not proceed unilaterally in this · matter 
since, as stated above, the payment of 
superannuation benefits to voluntary agency 
teachers is governed by rules · applicable 
throughout the Federation. 

Mr V. I . Amadasun : I want to know from 
the Minister of Education the difficulties con
fronting the voluntary agency teachers who · 
have retired in the way of getting their pensions 
and salaries.-

Minister in the Ministry of Education 
(Hon. J. 0. Oye): .. I require a notice to that 
effect. 

Opposition Benches: This is a supple
mentary question and as such it does not 
require a written notice. 

Mr Speaker: The · Minister wants a 
notice. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Grade I District Councils 

10/58. Mr N. A. Adibi asked .the Minister 
of Local Government to state the number, 
names, and responsibilities of the District 
Councils that had been raised to First 
Grade. 

· The Parlimentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Local Government (Mr A. 
Atie): There are at the present time three 
councils which have Class I status. They 
are the Ibadari District Council, the Benin 
Divisional Council, and the Egba Divisional 
Council. The y;esponsibilities of these coun
cils are clearly stated in that part of their 
Instruments describing the obligatory func-

. tions which they can, if they wish, perform. 
The hon. Member is advised to look up these 
Instruments, which are W.R.L.N. 223 of · 
1958, W.R.L.N. 191 of 1955 and W.R.L.N. 
164 of 1955 respectively. · 

Lqcal Gover nment Service Workers · 

·10/60. Mr ·. Adibi a~ked the Minister . of 
Local Government what steps the ·Regional 
Government had taken or were taking· to 
improve the lot of the L0cal Government 
Service workers in general. 

Mr Atie: The Regional Governme;nt 
is continually reviewing the ·conditions ·of 
service of Local Government employees and 
one of the most recent .steps in this direction 
of the provision of schemes of service for all 
Local Authority Staff in the Local Govern
ment Staff Regula1:ions, 1960 (W.R.L.N. 376 
of 1960). These Regulations provide for 
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[MR ATIE] 
scales of salaries and conditions of service 
which are similar to those for civil servants 

. on .comparable grades. 
The Unified Staff Regulations and Schemes 

of· Service for members of the Unified 
Service will be published shortly. 

Tl].ese schemes of · service clearly lay 
down the ·qualifications and conditions fbi:. 
recruitment and promotion into ·the various 
posts.· 

In . addition training courses are being 
provided within and- outside the Ministry 
to enable Local Government Staff to get 

· qualified for higher posts in the service. 

AGRICULTURE 
Farming Land in Irekari and Ekamarun 

District Council Areas 
10/94. Mr · I. A. Olukoju asked the 

Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resour
ces whether Government would favourably 
consider the request of the people of the 
Ir~kari and Ekamarun , District Council 
Area in . Owo South . I Constituency for a 
reallocation to them of a portion of the Forest 
Reserve Area for purposes of farming ir.. view 

. of the inc;;reasing number of farmers in the area 
· and also of the desire of the people to improve 
their lot by actually participating in the 
modern farming methods. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural Re
sources (Alhaji Z. A. Opaleye): An official 
committee set up by the Ministry of Agricul
ture and Natural Resources is now working 
on problems of Fq,rest Re~erves for the pur
pose of Farming and the result will soon be 
made known to all. 

, Mr V. I. Amadasun: I hope that the 
Government ........ . 

Government Benches: You can only 
·ask a question and not make a statement. 

Mr Amadasun: Yes I am still asking 
' ' a quest10n. I want the Benin Division to 

be considered too. What of Benin Division ? 

Alhaji Opaleye: Let us await the report 
of the Official Committee. 

EDUCATION 

Condition of Service of Teachers 
' 10/112. Mr S. A. Akerele asked the 

Minister of Education what steps were 
being take~ to nullify the existing disparity 
in the conditions of service between persons 
in the Teaching profession and their counter- · 
parts in the civil service. · 

.\ 

Mr R. A. Olusa: . The ·Government set 
up the Regional Advisory Board of Education 
and the Terms of Service Committee both of 
which meet at regular intervals to' discuss and 
make recommendations to the Government 
on the Education Policy of the Region and 
the Conditions of Service . of the staff of 
non-Government Institutions and Schools. 
Recommendations on the Conditions · of 
Service are invariably based on existing 
conditions for Government Teachers . . The 
following' conditions which are the outcome of 
the recommendations of these bodies and nego
ti~.tions with the Nigerian Union of Teachers 
clearly indicate that steps have in fact been 
taken to make the conditions of non-Govern
ment teachers not less favourable than those . 
of their counterparts in the Government 
Service. 

Salary.: (a) Non-Government Grade 
II and IIA teachers earn from £180 per 
annum to £474 per annum and £227 to 
£474 per annum respectively as against 
£174 to £432 in Government Service. 

(b) Non-Government Grade I teachers 
earn from £335-762 per annum. If a 
Government teacher is promoted Senior 
Teacher, he earns . from · £450-567 per 
annum. 

(c)' Non-Government teachers who pass 
the Ministry of Education Certificate or 
the Professional Teachers Certificate earn 
from £351-762 per annum. as against 
£450-567 if appointed Assistant Educt~;
tion Officer · Grade II in the Government 
Service. ' 

. (d) Non-Government Graduate Teach
ers with teaching ' qualifi~ation, earn 
from £762 to £1,584 per annum. In 
addition, expatriate officers are paid expa- .· 
triate allowances, as against · £720 to 
£1,584 in the Government Service. 

Leave!-( a) Non-Government Teachers. 
are free during school holidays except 
when on refresher courses which do not 
normally last for more than one week 
during any holidays. As in the Govern
ment service Expatriate non-Government 
Teachers take leave after a tour normally 
not exceeding eighteen months. according 
to the terms of their contracts. 

(b)' ·Non'-Government female teachers 
take twelve weeks maternity leave with full 
pay. This is being reviewed by the 
Terms of Service Committee to fall in line 
with six weeks with pay and six weeks with 
half-pay. 
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(c) Non-Government teachers like their 
·counterpart in Governm~nt are subject to 

.:: Medical Board after three months conti
. nuous sick leave. 

Tramport Facilities.- As in the Govern- , 
m~nt service, Voluntary Agencies and 
Local Authorities grant · motor vehicle 
•. dvances and suitable allowances to 

1 expatriate teachers and indigenous teachers 
holding positions of responsibility. 

Retiring Benefits.- There is a Govern
ment Superannuation Scheme for, ·non,. 
Government Teachers which is similar to 
the Pension .. rights enjoyed by their 
counterparts in the Government service. 

\ 

Other Conditions.-Certain allowances 
which are not 'applicable to Government 
Servants are paid to . non-Government 
Teachers: 

· (a) Annual bonus for teachers with . 
inspection reports; 

(b) Responsibility allowance for Head
masters, ·Principals and Supervisors. 
Prospects ofadvancement.-(a) A teacher 

with Grade I Certificat~, the Ministry of 
Educaii:m Certificate, or the Professional 
Teachers Certificate .. is eligible, on 
recommendation, for promotion into the 
extended scale of £690 to £1,580 per 
annum whereas his counterpart m 
Governg1ent service is promoted to the 
intermediate scale of £450 to £822 per 
annum. 

(b) The Terms of Service Committee, 
in conjunction with the Nigerian Union: of 
Teachers, are now discussing the possibi 
lity · of promoting Principals of tried 
ability and considerable experience to a 
superscale comparable with that of the 
Principals of Government Institutions. 

BUSINESS MOTIONS 

Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

The Minister of Finance and Leader of 
the House (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): I beg 
to move the motion standing in my name that 
Standing Order 4 (2) be suspended this day . 
to allow the House to continue sitting after 
1.00 ~.m. if necessary. . 

The Minister of Lands and Housing" 
(Chief J. 0 . Adigun): I beg to second. 

•. '\ • . ' J ' 

Questwn proposeq. , , 
. Qttestion put and agreed to. 

Suspension of Standin g Ord er 33 
Chief Odebiyi: I beg to move the 

motion standing in my name that Standing 
Order 3 3 be suspended this day to enable 
the Minister of Finance and his ·Seconder 
to complete their speeches on the Motion· for 
a Second Reading of the 1961 -62 Appopria-
tion Bill. · · · 

The Minister of Local Government 
(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to . 

PRESENTATION AND FIRST READING 
OF PUBLIC BILLS 

The following Bill was presented and read 
the First time, it was ordered to be read a 
Second time immediately:-

The 1961 -62 Appropriation Bill (The 
Minister of Finance). 

THE 1961-62 APPROPRIATION BILL
SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 
The Minister of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. 

Odebiyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to move 
the Second Reading of-

"A Bill for a law to appropriate the 
sum of nineteen million, one hundred and 
thirty-two thousand, five hundred and ten 
pounds for recurrent expenditure ' arid 
nineteen million, three hl..lndred and forty
four thousand, five hundred and seventy 
pounds for capital expenditure t~ the 
service of Western Nigeria for the year 
ending the 31st day of March, . one 
thousand nine hundred an G. sixty two". 
I have it in command from· His Excellency 

the Governor in accordance with section 26 (2) 
of the Constitution of Western . Nigeria t!) 

convey his recommendation for the considera-
tion of this Bill. · 

GENERAL 
~ 

It is again my pleasure and privilege to 
present the Budget of Western Nigeria. 
Since the last budget meeting of this House 
two notable events ·have taken place. First, 
there has been a general election to an 
enlarged legislature in this Region. The 
result of that election (as everyone can see) 
is that my Party still sits on this side of the 
House and in greater strength. · Secondly; 
the Fec,leration of Nigeria has, since the 1st of · 
October last year, become a sovereign · 
independent nation and l1:as taken its proper 
place in world assemblies. 

With these events behind us, I think this is 
an appropriate occasion to stand back and 
try_ ~o see wher e we have been and where we 

.· ~ 
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are going. Just a decade ago, this country 
was being administered by a Governmei1t 
·which•was neither of the people nor respon,- -
sible to the people. ·I m11st say, without any 
bitterness, that when my P3:rty first took over 
the reigns of Government in this Region, it 
had to contend with the heritage of colonial
ism; Colonial powers have an interest in 
monopolising their dependent territories as 
far as possible for their own interests and such 

· interests have not always coincided with those 
.of the colonies . . This fact has been accepted 

• by a good many citizens .of the metropolitan 
countries themselves. . There is ' no doubt, 
however, that we have derived great benefits 
from our association with the British\ 1 hope 
we shall continue to do so. 

Furthermore, until very recen,t years, the 
attitude of the industrialised countries seemed 
to be controlled by the fear that industrial 
development-and in this term I include 
improved agricultural rnethods-in the· pri
mary producing countries would jeopardise 
their own economic prosperity. Economists 
·have ,since agreed, however, that those fears 
were entirely unjustified. Analysis. of statis
tical evidence has shown that per capita 
exports of manufactured goods from indus
trialised countries to other industrialised 
countries are many times more than those to 
non-industrialised countries. The reason for 
this is simple. As a result of basic economic 
forces, ·the imp-orts of manufactured goods 
increase ~s countries become increasingly 
.developed. Economic and technological pro
gr~ss means greater productivity, greater 
money income, greater capacity of people to 
satisfy ·their needs . and desires for a wider 
yariety of goods and services .. 

Nigeria is now politically independent. 
We must not only be proud of this : but 
also be prepared to face the challenge of 
indepen,dence. Our duty now is to so plan 

.our economy as to raise productivity and the 
·standard of living of our people to the highest 
possible level in the shortes~ possible time. 

A short whife ago, I tried to emphasise 
the· fact that we have achieved only political 
independence. The truth, of course, is that 
the whole world is economically inter
dependent. That leads me to a point which 
has been made ,on many occasions by various 
leaders in this country. We shall welcome 
the -assistance of the more advanced countries 
in the fortn of capital or technical "know-

'how" in our efforts to promote rapid econo
mic growth. I believe· it is inevitable, to 
some ·extent, that economic aid to under
developed countries should be regarded as an 

·, . 

adjvnct of international diplomacy. I trust, 
however, that it will be pushing at an open 
door for me to appeal, especially to our 
friends in the Commonwealth, America and 
Western Europe, that the GOUt;ltries which._are 
in a position to help should give. greater 
thought to the benefits which higher standards 
of living in the under-developed countries 
cou·lu bring ~o the worl<;i as a whole. Nigeria 
has received a large number of economic 
delegations, especially since our attainment of 
independence, and there are hopeful indica
cations that the richer countries of the world 
are prepared to change from the negative 
attitude to~~rds foreign aid. 

Having said all this, let us consider 
what we ourselves have done or can do to 
help our economic growth. As far as this 
Government is concerned, everything possible 
within ·the limits . of our resources has been 
done since 1955. to engender rapid economic 
growth. Education, health and welfare ser
vices have been expanded far beyor1d what 
would have been considered . by the greatest 
optimist as , within the realm of possibility. 
Existing highways have been considerably 
improved and new ones have been con
structed. Electricity and goq_~ water supply 
have been taken to many more towns ... 
(applause). 

· Mr Amadasun: (if!terruption) No, there 
is no electricity in Benin City. .. ' 

Chief Oqebiyi: Mr Speaker; one man 
said there is no electricity in Benin City. I 
would say that the hon. Member does not live 
in Benin City but in the district ..... . (applause). · 
Industrial estates are being set up to promote 
and facilitate the establishment of industries. 

· Assistance by way of loans and technical 
advice have been provided to farmers -, to · 
enable them increase their productivity. 
Through Government agencies, like the 
Development Corporation, many industries 
and plantations have been established and 
these provide regular employment for more 
and more of our people. · 

' • 

In terms of money, the Govcrnmen t 
controlled by my Party has spent over £50 
million O'n ca.pital account alone in a deliberate 
effort to bring this Region quickly to the 
point · of "take off" to greater economic 
prosperity and more abundant life for all. I 
must remark, with a sense of pride, that we ' 
have been able to do all these entirely without '
resource to loans from external sources. ' 
Our public ·debt · at present consists only 6f 
£1 million loan from the Federal Gove,rnment 
and £10 million from the Western Nigeria . 
Marketing Board. 



1961-62 Appropriation 27TH MARCH, 1961 Bill~Second R~ading 78 
' 

(CHIEF 0DEBIYI] 

Honourable members may be interested in 
the following statistics from which the 
growth of Government expenditure can be 

compared with that of revenue smce the 
financial year 1956-57 when the' Estimates 

·were separated into Recurrent and Capital: 

RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE 

1956-57 
1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 

Year 

1960-61 (Revised estimate) 

Recurrent 

£m 

15.5 
15.7 
16.6 
19.7 
19.7 

8'7.2 

Capital Total 

£m £m 

26.9* 42.4 
0.4 16.1 
0.9 17.5 
1.5 21.2 

12.9 32.6 

42:6 129.8 

Recurrent Capital Total 

£m. £m ·£m 

11.3 5.9 17.2 
' 12.1 4.0 16.1 

13.5 6.4 19.9 
17.1 11.7 28.8 
19.3 16.0 35.3 

73.3 44.0 117.3 

* Loans anti Transfers from the Capital Works Account. 
It will be noted from the figures just quoted 

that recurrent revenue has increased at an 
average of £1.05 per annum as against an 
average increase Of £2 million per annum in 
recurrent expenditure. 

Now, I would like to address myself to 
everyone here and to the community at large. 
I have indicated what we consider to be the 

' proper business of Government in this matter 
, of economic development...:._that is, to assist 
and promote. There are ·two major ways _in 

' which the ordinary citizen's own behaviour 
is of vital importance. First, we must 'all 

;· help to correct the wrong impressio'n that 
Government's financial resources (for meeting 
the cost of services which it provides) are 

. limitless. It is our duty, as representatives 
of the people, to . bring all to a greater 
realisation of the fact that Government has 
no means of meeting its commitments other 
than taxes (direct or indirect) paid by 
members of the community. It should be 
clear also that even where a government is 
able to raise loans, it is the people who 
ultimately will make the repayment through 
the taxes paid. This means that a more 
enlightened attitude must be shown towards 

. the payment of taxes-especially income tax. 
At this time last year reforms, which were 

acclaimed by all, were introduced in our.. 
income tax sys·i:em. Considerable reductions 
were made' in the taxes payable by the great 
majority of · the. citizens. Womeri were 
exempted altogether from the payment of 
either general rates or special rates. Govern
ment undertook to assist local authorities in 
meeting any shortf~ll in their incomes which 
might result from the new arrangements. 
We have no intention, at the present time, of 
increasing the rates of income tax or changing 
the system of assessment and collection, 
except in regard to the introduction of Pay 
As Y,:ou Earn system which I shall deal with 

. ' 

.. 

' later. I wish to appeal once again that 
everyone- in the interest of the community 
as a whole-should ·eschew the present 
wide-spread practice of trying to evade the 
payment of tax entirely or to pay less _than 
one's just dues. I b'elieve that even it 
existing rates, the revenues ·of local author
ities would almost be doubled if we all 
performed our most elementary duty as good 
citizens. It must be borne in mind that the 
more the revenues accruing to local author
ities the less the grants which · the Regional 
Government will have to make to them, and, 
therefore, the more the money that will be 
available to both local authorities and 
Government for meeting the clemands f~r 
better roads, better educational facilities, 
more hospitals, etc. . 

I would also like tp appeal here to Local 
Government Councillors in ,this Region. 
As leaders and representatives of their various 
communities, they .should take greater pride 
in the efficient performance of their duties. 
They should cultivate greater financial 
responsibility and get away from the idea 
which seems to be gaining ground, that 
it is the busines~ of the Regional Government 
to provide the money for every improve- . 
ment· they would like to see in their commu
nity. It is the duty of councillors to 
show good example and inct1lcate . in th~ 
members of their community the spirit 
of self-help. Government will do its best 
to improve the lot of the people, but they · 
Oil_ their part 'must not sit back and wait -for 
everything to come from the Governm~n,t. 

I 'will now turn to the second point reg~rd
ing what we ourselves can· do to accelerate 
our economic growth. We must cultivate 
the habit of saving. This is the best way 
of finding money for· the capital with which 
to promote the industrialisation we all 
hear so much about these days. The · 1, 

,. 
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ultimate aim as far as my Party is concerned 
is that the greatest share in manufacturing 
industries established in Nigeria should be 
helq by the citizens of this country as indivi
duals arid ··not by the Government. Because 
we cannot afford to wait, the Government 
and its agencies have, however, been establish

. irtg various industries in partnership with 
overseas firms. We want people to come. 
forward' as soon as possible to take over at least 
the Government shares in these establish- . 
me_nts . . It is only by saving that we may find 
the money to buy these shares; Also, as 
is the practice in either countries, the Gov
ernments of the Federation· throug):l the 
Federal Government must seek from the 
people of Nigeria more and more loans for 
financing their development programn1es. 
I hope the £10 million loan recently biunched 
by the Federal Goveri)ment will prove to be 
a huge success and a good augury for the 
future. We do not need to have large sums 
of money individually before we can invest 
in . Government .stocks or · buy shares in 
companies. 

Recently, I had the privilege of addressing 
a Club in Abeokuta known as the Egba 
Investment Club. As ,members may know 
or have hearq, the aims and objects of 
the Club are "to encourage individual 
savings ...... and to provide funds for the 
industrialisation of Egbaland". This is an 
example worth copying in . all parts of this 
Region. Elsewhere in the world, such as in 
America and · the United Kingdom, the 
idea of an Investment Club has been trans
lated. into a popular movement. We must 
all start to think seriously· of such organisation 
as . Investment Trust Companies which 
are designed to provide a means of mobilising 
the savings of potential small · investors 
and channelling these savings to profitable 
investments.• As far as I know, most of the 
more developed countries are rich because 
a great many of their people have been 
able to accumulate large amounts of savings 
which they have been willing to lend to 
·Government or local authorities .or to the 
· ,entl'epreneurs who pwmote large companies. 
When private savings are put into productive 
investment they generate more wealth and 
more savings, and as the process goes on the 
standard of living of the people rises conti
nuously. Another matter which has a 
bearing on this question of saving is the 

. organisation of business enterprises. We 
must start right now to think less of the 
one-man business. There is a lot that can 
be done in the private sector if we will 
only pool our resources. An industry which 

cannot be started by one, man who has . '. 
only £2,000 to put in it can easily be started 
by twenty people each with £2,000 coming 
together. , 

· I have been speaking about wh~t we 'car{ · 
do to help ourselves. I make no apology; l 

-therefore, for repeating the plea that our · 
workers-be they in Government service or 
in private undertakings-must work .. harder 
and s4pw greater sense of responsibility. 
Above all; let's· strive at r all levels for a · 
situation where there will be less · talk of 
bribery, corruption and dishonesty. 

THE YEAR 1959-60 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I must now turn my 

attention to the .. Bill which is the subject of 
.the motion before this House. As is 
traditional I propose, first, to review briefly 
the Government accounts for the , last year 
for which the final out-turn is known, i.e:, 
1959-60, and for the financial year which is 
ending · in a few days' time. The year 
1959-60 ended with a little less favourable 
financial position for the Region than was 
anticipated in the review which I gave this 
House a year ago. As compared with the 
original estimated surplus . of £2.9 million 
the actual surplus turned out to be £2.5 
million. Although there was an increase of 
£1.2 million over the estimated revenue, 
actual expenditure on the other hand turned' 
out to be £1.6 million· more than the original 
estimates. The increase in expenditure was 
due mainly to the interim in·crease in salaries 
and wages paid by this Government with 
effect from the 1st of April, 1959 . . Yet, 
because we started the year with a ha~dsome 
balance in the Consolidated Revenue Fund, 
it was possible to transfer during the year 
a total sum of £5 million to the Capital 
Expenditure and Deveplopment Fund and 
the ·· · Revenue Equalisation Fund. The 
accounts for the 'year 1960-61 were therefore 
opened with the following actual balances:-

Consolidated Revenue Fund 
Development Fund ... 
Revenue Equalisatiof1 Fund 

£ 
3,757,258 
3,879,490 
4,977·,480 

£ 12,61'4,228 

RE.YIEW OF 1960-61 
The · danger in our present revenue 

structure, of which we have always been 
aware, has· been brought more glaringly 
to notice during the current financial year . 
As a result of what has happened in the world 
market for· cocoa the revised estimate of 
revenue under the item for export duty on 
cocoa is roughly £1 million less than the 
original estimate of £5,499,000. 
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have recently. been very lively 
over the action of the Marketing 

in reducing the producer price 'Of 
following the continuous fall in the 
market price for the commodity. 

· sure we shall be hearing more about · 
even if it w'~s possible for me to 

·from making any reference to it in 
Speech. · Let me say that it is 

a legitimate thing for the Opposition 
to replace the Government Party; 

consider it the height of irresponsibility 
memb,ers of the oppositi6n to play politics 

what we all know is the life-blood '· 
t.his Region. We are justly proud of 
·achievements so far in the development of 

Regi<Dn and it is no secret that over SO 
cent of the capital improvements under

by this Government has been made 
· by the generous financial contribu

of the Marketing Board. It has ' been 
argued that the primary purpose for 'which 

Board was established is to stabilise the 
prices paid to the farmers for their produce. 
That is certainly true. But none of my 
friends opposite has told the people what 
would have been the situation if there was 
no Marketing Board making available to 

r Government part of its accumulated profits 
for improving the living conditions of the · 

' people gen'erally. They have not told us 
whether the lot of the farmer would really 
have been better if they had more cash 

· which, inevitably, would have passed to other 
hands or which, in terms of purchasing 
power, would be worth less and less. 

I am not ashamed to ac~laim the Marketing 
Board as the goose that has been laying 
golden eggs for this Rbgion. Because "my 
frien~s on the opposite 'benches have lost 
hopes of ever sitting on this side of the House, 
they would like to see the goose killed. We 

·, are not prepared to .do .that. The farmers 
of this Region have shown by the result 
of the last election that they can · easily 

·~recognise a false prophet 'when they, see 
'One. It i8 remarkable that when the Leader 
of the Opposition was using cocoa producer 

· price in his electioneering campaign, he did 
say that prices would be reduced because of 
the downward trend in the world market. 
I hope he will be telling us later during this. 

. meeting what he would have done if, by any 
mischance, he . were the Premier of this 
Region in present circumstances. For two 
seasons running, the Marketing Board was 

. paying more to the producers tha11;, the price 
commanded by cocoa in the world market. 
It has been suggested that the Marketing 
Board should have continued to do so. That, 
I think, is another way of saying the Board 

should be wound up. If a merchant sells 
co'ntinuously at a lower price .than he buys, 
he will sooner or later go bankrupt. That, 
to me, is elementary. 

Mr Speaker, Sjr, I must return to the 
review ·-of the accounts. The revised total 
estimated revenue for 1960-61 is £870,640 
less than the original estimate of £20,558,880. 
Expenditure on the other hand- is likely to 
amount to £19,288,240 as compared with 
the estimate of £18,762,570. With an 
increase in expenditure and . a decline ih 
revenue, we are naturally faced with the 
prospect of a much smaller surplus than was 
envisaged at the time ·of the · preparation of 
the 1960-61 Estimates. The actual surplus 

· might not exceed £400,000 whereas a surplus 
of £1.8 million was originally budgeted for. 
The financial statement at page 12 of the 
Estimates book show, however, that the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund is likely to have 
a balance of about £4 million when the 
accounts for 1960-61 are closed. 

As regards the capital budget the revised 
estimates show that the figure of £!6 million 
will be reached for actual expenditure in 
1960-61. This , reflects a considerable 
increase in executive capacity. Total receipts 
of the Development Fund during the year 
is expected to be £15.7 million and if we 
add the opening balance for the year, there 
will still be a balance of about £3.5 million 
in the Fund at the beginning of the new 
financial year; 

OUTLOOK FOR 1961-62 

I turn now to the budgetary outlook for 
the 1961-62 financial year. As in previous 
years, our fortunes must depend very. largely 
on what happens to our export produ'ce, . 
especially cocoa. In the light of what is 
already happening in the world market for 
cocoa, it is difficult at the present time to 
forecast any improvement in our revenues. 
The estimat~s ~vhich I am presenting to the 
House consequently shows a slight net · 
decrease as compared with the original 
estimates for 1960-61. 

In re~ent months, a series of conferences 
have been held under the auspices of the 
Food and Agricultural . Organisation to see . 
what could be done j:o bring about a situation 
of more stable prices for cocoa. I hope that 
these conferences would not be in vain. 
Our best hope lies in finding new markets 
for our cocoa and in stimulating greater 
consumption of cocoa products in .America 
and Europe: I can assure hon. members 
that we are doing everything possible 
towards these ends. 

.t 
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Hon. members will no doubt be wondering 
wha:t revenue proposals I have to make 
in view of the continuous decline in our 
maj.or. source of revenue. In our present 
stage of development and in consequence 
of the revenue allocation arrangements 
which form ,part of our Constitution, I am 
afraid there is very little any one Region can 
'do to increase its revenues. As members 

· · are aware, about 80 per cent of the revenues 
of the Federation as a whole comes from 
indirect taxes (i.e., export duties, import 
and excise duties). These taxes arc levied 
and collected by the Federal Government. 
Export duties and some items in the imports 
and excise list are returned 100 per cent to 
Regional Governme1_1ts on . the basis · of 
derivation. In addition, · shares of import 
duties on general ilnports are r~ceived by the 
Regional Governments. A study of the 
Sm;nmary of Revenue at · page 13 of the 
Estimates book will show that Nigeria as a 
whole has a great problem: how to reduce the 
proportion of the ·country's revenues whtch 
come from sources not entirely within its 

· control. In the view of my Party, the 
answer lies in industrialisation; 'and no one 
will deny the fact that this Region is already 
taking great strides in this direction. We 
believe that as more and more industries are 
established, there will be greater employment 
opportunities for our people; the standard of 
living will rise generally and people will be 
more able to meet their tax obligations. 

. What is more, the country's balance of trade 
and payments situation will be greatly 
improved. I should like to say, at this 
juncture, by way of suggestion rather than 
criticism, that it is necessary Jor the Federal 
Government to show greater and more 
enlightened interest in this matter of the 
promotion of industries. 

The total revenue for 1961-62 is estimated 
at £20,368,420. This .. is £190,460 .. less . 
than the ' original estimate for 1960-61 but 
£680,180 . more than the revised estimate. 
It wi11 be seen· from the Estimates that a 
1arge decrease of £1,556,880 is shown under 
cocoa export duty. 'This would have been 
offs·et entirely by · the estimated increases 
amounting to £1,600,090 in respect of (a) 
Mining Royalties and Rents and (b) Grants 
from the Distributable Pool; but, unfortuna
tely, the yield from. import and excise 
duties on tobacco continues ·to fall. The 
latter items. show a total decrease of£ 43 5 ,480. 
The net increase of £1,164,610 shown under 
Head 311, Statutory Payments from Federal 
Government is mostly accounted for by the 
increa~es m general import duties which 

were introduced in December last. Simihirly 
an increase of. £291,750 is expected from 
export duty on Diesel Oil. A total net 
increase of £96,250 is also expected under the 
Heads classified as "Regional 'Revenues from 
other Sources~'. A notable item in this 
category is Motor V chicles . and Drivers' 
Licences which shows an increase of £50,000. 

Under Head 301, Perso~al Income . Tax, 
a decrease of £295,000 is shown because, . 
as already stated, the income tax collected 
from Africans will be retained entirely by the 
local government authorities. As I men
tioned in my last budget speech, jurisdic
tion over the income tax of non-African~ 
will be transferred to Regional Governments . 
during the 1961-62 financial year. 'This 
change would not, · however, necessarily 
mean an increase in our total receipts. The 
income tax collected by the Federal Govern
ment from non-Mricans has in the past been 
paid over in full to Regional Governments. 
Arrangements are being made to introduce in 
th1s Region during the m•w financial year 
th,e Pay As You Earn system of tax collection 
in respect of persons in regular employment. 
The system, called P AYE for short, will be 
operated by the Tax Division of the Treasury 
and will take away responsibility for the 
taxing of persons in regular ·employment 
from the local goven,unent councils. The 
great · advantage of the· system is that the 
burden of tax will be spread throughout the 
year, instead of tax-payers having to find 
the tax money in one lump sum. Rules and 
tax tables will be distributed to employers 
to enable them to make the appropriate tax . 
deductions " from each employee's salary 
every month on pay day. I am sure all 
tax-payers who . will come under the system 
will welcome its introouction and I hope 
that all employers will co-operate fully with 
the Government. · · · 

In Government finance, expenditure, as 
I have already shown, has a tendency of 
increasing at a faster . rate than revenues. 
In our own case the rate of increase was 
bound ~o be accentuated by the need to 
expand various services il). consequence of the 
high teinpo of development which is going . 
on all round. For example, additionaL-staff 
and equipment are needed · to meet the 
demands of more hospitals, dispensaries and· 
educational institutions. The more roads 
constructed or tarred, ·.·the more recurrent · 
expenditure that must be· incurred on their 
maintenance if the capital expenditure is not 
to become a waste. Since the year 1959-60 . 
there has, of course, been an unusual rise 
in recurrent expenditure due to the revision 
of salaries and wa~cs. 
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The total recurrent expen diture proposed 
for 1961-62 is £19,941,17.0, and represents 
an increase of £1 million (approximately) 
over the original estimate for 1960-61. This 
total has been arrived at after the most 
rigorous scrutiny of the proposals submitted 
by · various departments. As usual the 
greatest proportion of the total provision will 
be spent under the Heads for Education; 

: !?; followed . by Agriculture, and Health and 
· •. Social' Welfare. About 33 per · cent of the 

recurrent expenditure will go into personal 
emohiments. . , . · . 

-I would like to emphasise that with respect 
to all •Government expenditure we shall 
continue to search for economies .. ai)d to 

· eradicate inefficiency, waste and extravagance 
wherever we find them. I appeal to all 
members of the legislature, regardless of party' 
to deal ._with the Estimates much more 
seriously than they have done in the past. I 

{< , would prefer to hear less encomiums ~howered 
·:·i · . on the Govem.ment and also less talk of ·· 
}:· . victimisation and oppression allegedly per

petrated by· tax assessment committees and 
customary courts .. It is the duty of m embers 
to help us in the search for ways and means 
of getting more revenues to meet the rapidly 
expanding services, and to assist in tracking · 
down waste and extravagance. I can assure 
all hon. members, arid indeed every citizen' 
in this Region, that every good suggestion 
leading to economy and efficiency will be 
sincerely welcomed and considered. 
' Having forecast revenues at £20,368,420, 

and expenditure at £19,941,170 I expect, 
in. the absence of unforeseen changes, that 
a surplus of nearly £500,000 will be achieved 
in 1961-62. Disregarding any transfer which 
it may be possible to make to the Development 
Fund during 1961-62, it is estimated that 
the balance in the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund at 31st March, 1962 will amount to 
£4,584,508. ' 

Turning to the Capital Budget, I would 
like to say quite frankly that our ability to 
carry out the expenditure programme for 
1961 -62 will depend largely, once more, 
on the amount of financial assistance which 
can be got from the Marketing Board, 
and also on the raising of loans from other 
SO;t.trces. As members may recall, our 
1960-65 Development Plan showyd quite 
clearly that the proposed expenditure will 
exceed estimated internal resources by about 
£29 million. If the present trends· in 
revenues continue and are coupled wi'th 
increase in the cost of materials, etc., the 
gap which . must of necessity be filled by 
raising loans . may p rove to be even wider: 

D 

I 
! .. 

I indicated earlier on that ·our public debt 
at present stands at only £11 million. To 
amortise the loans, sinking funds have been 
established and to these we contribute 
the total sum of £220,000 ea~h year. :We 
also pay inte·rests amountit;1g roughly to 
£384,000 per annum. I am confident that . 
we can comfortably service a much higher' 
amount of public debt. 

Members will see at page 157 of ' the 
Estimates book details of the receipts which 

· we expect for the I:;>evelopment Fund in 
1961 -62. Three major items m!'lke up almost 
all the total of £22.8 million. If our hopes 
are realised there will- as will be seen from 
the financial statement at page 156 of the 
Estimates- still be a balance of about £7 
million in the· Development Fund at 1st 
April, 1962. This will be after the highest 
ever capital expenditure of £19,344,570 
proposed for 1961-62. 

I would like to draw special attention to the 
provision under Head 701 (Buildings), sub
head 6 (30) for the proposed University of Ife.' 
I am sure you will be hearing more about 
this project from my colleague the honourable 
Minister of Education: · · 

CONCLUSION 

Taking the recurrent and ·capital budget 
together, the total expenditure for the 
prospective financial year is £39,285,740. 
The major components of this huge expend
iture programme are-

Education ... 
Roads 
Loans to Statutory Corporations 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Health and Social Welfare 
Urban and Rural Water Supplies 
\Vorks and Transport 
General Administration and Mis

cellaneous Service 

£ 

£million 
.9.7 
'5.5 
4.4 .. 
2.9 . 
2.6 
2.6 
2.2 

.9.4 . 

39.3 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this is the fourth time in 
succession that I am having the privilege .of 
presenting the Region's Budget. I know it 
can rarely fall to the lot of a Minister of 
Finance, when preparing his budget, to be 
faced with conditions of his own choosing. 
Our aim, in spite of difficulties, is to provide 
suitable conditions for sustained economic 
growth. I can foresee my friends opposit~ 
trying to minimise the achievemen~s , of .my · 
Party and pretending that they could do 

' t 

' I .· " 
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[CHIEF ODEBIYI] development and reconstruction is spread , . 
· evenly all over the Region, care being taken 

better. With your permission, Mr Speaker, to ensure that the pattern of development is 
I would leave them with the words of the such as will enable investments injected int9 
great philosopher, Plato_:. the agricultural and industrial sectors to be as · 

· "The greatest ignorance is when a man productive l;!S possible. Perhaps I should . 
hates that which he nevertheless thinks to remind hon. Members that this is 'but the ' 
be ·good and noble, . and loves and t;mbraces second year of a Five-Year Development . 
that which he knows to be unrighteous Programme, and thnt the full pattern of 
and evil_". . road development will be clearer still a~. the 
These past nine years have been devot~d programme unfolds itself. 

by this Government to social and econ?m1c It is hardly necessary to comment upon the 
activities which would make for the happmess impact of the highway system , upon the 
of the masses , of our · people. Schools, economy_ of the Region ~nd, ind~ed, of the 
roads, ~ridges, hospitals and industries, to Federation as a whole, and upon the well
name a few which we can see all round us being of its citizens. Mptor vehicle registra
have been established with our own resources tion is increasing year in and yea:r out. The 
in what I like to term "operation bootstraps'~. dependence upon the road system for trans
From now on, the magnitude or our economic portation, for pleasure, business, produce 
projects demands our having to l·.:>ok beyond evacuation, and industrial activities, becomes 
our borders for the large sum of money that more evident with each passing day. I do 
would be required for effective industrialisa- not think we have kept pace with the increasing 
tion and modern agricultural development traffic demands on our highways. On the · 
which would solve most of our unemployment other hand, we have in the past years carried 
problems. If you ask me what sort of opera;. out a record-breaking construction pro
_tion that ~s, I'll say it is "operation take off". gramme. We need to do still more. That 

I beg to move. (applause). is precisely what this budget proposes. 
Next to the £St million- provided for 

... . The Minister of Econotnic Planning Roads and Bridges, there stands, as hon. 
and Community. Development (Oba Members will observe, loan funds totalling 
C. ·D. Akran): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise nearly £4t million which are meant to finance 
to second the motion so very ably put by my agricultural credit, farms and p1antations and ' 
colleague, the honourable Minister of Finance capital participation in industrial projects by 
that the Bill for a Law to Appropriate the Government Agencies holding shares . on 
sum of £19,132,501 for recurrent expenditure behalf of the public. The importance of · . 
and £19,344,570 for capital expenditure to the agriculture in the economy of this Region, as . ; 
service of Western Nigeria for the year ending indeed of the whole Federation is too obvious .. -· 
31st March, 1962, be read . a Second time. to require discussion. In addition to the 

.; It is not my intention to go over the grounds share 9f agriculture in the provision under 
admirably · and · adequately -covered by the Head 705, an amount · somewhat qver £! 
honourable Minister of Finance. I shall million is proposed under Head 709 for . 
address myself mainly on that aspect of the agricultural development-to . cover Farm · 
Budget which deals with development. Institutes, Farm Settlements and Fishereis. 

InCluded in this budget are. provisions for · . ··~ . 
Buildings, Roads and Bridges, Urban Water This impressive estimated expenditure on 
Supplies, Development Loans, Education, agriculture is not out of balance with the 
Health, Agricultural Farm Settlements, yields derivable from agricl.Jlture., And 
Electricity. agricultUre not the occupation of . 

' - 90 per cent oft he Region's ·population, 'I 
Because the Roads and Bridges fund is~ have to invite honourable Member's attention 

by far, the largest of all of the Capital H~ads, to page 157 of the Estimates which contains 
I consider it proper to start by way of refer- revenue Head 700: Capital Expenditure 
ence to the request in this category. Perhaps Development Fund Receipts. It is clea:t:lY. 
I should point out that ~ach category of this . stated . there· that the Western Region 
budget had been carefully reviewed and Marketing Board will be providing a sum · 

. scrutinised by the operating Ministry itself, £14.5 million out of the estimated 
by : other x:eviewing officials and by the merit revenue of £22.8 million. -
Treasury in an all out effort to ensure that admirable contribution by the ., .. '""''"'"''''" 
costs are kept at the minimum. Board is therefore justified by the amount 

As hon. Members will have noticed from expenditure -- on agriculture which Govern- •· 
the details at page 173, Head 702 of the ment is making. It could n?t have been ,. 
Estimates, the work on roads and· bridges otherwise because any econom1c programme 
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- ~hich does not put agriculture in a central 
position, at lea~t in the foreseeable future is; 
to say the least, lopsided. 
· Mr Speaker, Sir, ·although our economy is 
basically agricultural, there is the need to 
broaden the base of the economy by some 
diversification by way of industrialisation. 

_Indeed, after a certain stage, an agricultural 
economy needs a certain amount of industria
lisation in order to _ achieve healthy, 
accelerated growth. Honourable Members, 

. ev·en · those honourable Members · on the 
·other side of the House, will testify to the 

·- very tangible fact that the industrial develop-
merit of the Region has quickened. , The 

·.number of.industrial concerns that have gone 
. ' into production in the year ending is 

encouraging. There is reassuring' evidence, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, that more .industries will 
be following:- Honourable Members know 
the basic fact that industries are, so to speak, 
gregarious creatures. The establishment of 
initial industries has cumulative effect on 
the further development and establishment 
of more industries. Businessmen are always 
keen on exploiting what economists call 
external economies, and it is only I when a 
number of industries have been set up in 
any area that these external economies 
emerge . .. 

' As more industries are established in 
different parts ,of the Region, more employ
ment opportunities for our boys . and girls 

. are created. At present there seems to 
· be floating 'about a certain category of 

unemployed people. These are mostly boys 
and girls who have completed the primary 
education and have not been · able to pursue 
post-pl'imary educatio11. in either Secondary 
Grammar Schools or Secondary Modern 
Schools, or in any one of the Trade Centres 
that have been opened in the RegiQn. It 
is therefore in the interest of the economy that 
more industries should be established to 
provide increasing employment opportunities 
for our children. . This is precisely what 
the present budget sets out to achieve. 

Government is not spari1ig any effort to 
• provide adequate · inducements for these 

industries. On the other hand, the interest 
of . this Region is the first consideration 
when ·.dealing with foreign businessmen. 

trust for the_ people J¥here local initiative 
is ~ot forthcoming. At this stage, I wish· to 
invite the attention of Hon. Members 

. to page 185, Head 705 : Loans, Sub-heads 2, 3 
and 5 of the Estimates which total over 
£3.7 million. This amount has · been 
provided to assist Government development 
agencies to fulfil their statutory functions. 
By this far-sighted policy, Government is 
reducing the friction, if any, which will arise . 
in the future when ·the jndigerious business..: 
men will become bold enterprisers, invest
ment conscious, and seeking investment 
opportunities. The agencies will then unload 
to the public these shares they at present 
hold in trust. This is just one of the many 
ways in which the Government of the day is 
catering for the needs of the people. Our 
Government is government of the people 
for the people- to use the hackneyed phrase. · 

Again, Mr Speaker, I fear, .I must ask 
hon. members to return to page 185, Head 705 
this time Sub-head 4. The major part of the 
finances provided under this sub-h~ad is 
towards the development of Industrial Estates .. · 
This budget proposes to increase facilities 
which will attract and encourage private 
enterprise-both foreign and indigenous_:_to 
invest in industry. And it is partly to .this . 
end too that a total over £3 million is 
requested under Heads 703, 704, and 708; 
namely, to provide water and power-two 
major necessities in any scheme of industrial 
development. 

I want now, Mr Speaker, to explain that 
the request for a ' little '6ver £4 million 
under Head 701 includes provision of 
£1 million for the University of Ife, and of a 
little over £1 million for educational institu
tions of a post-primary character, directly 
managed by the Government and for 
hospitals .and medical institutions. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I take it that in our present 
stage of development, it would be a waste of 
words and time waiting to explain why. this 
expenditure p.roposal is justified. 

· Hon. Members are already aware of the 
declared . policy of this Government as 
far as local participation in industries is 
concerned. Government, as a matter of 
policy; still insists that there · should be 
·local ,participation in all important industrial 
projects and Government development ·agen
cies ·have been assigned to hold shares · in 

Mr 'speaker, Sir, when ~I had the privilege 
to ·introduce a motion for adoption of the 
Western Nigeria's Second Development Plan, . 
1960-65, I had the opportur..ity of informing 
hon. Members that one of the guiding 
principles . of the Plan was the creation of 
adequate pre-conditions that would accelerate 
the "take-off" of our economy into sustained 
growth. . Irt order to achieve · this desired 
objective, the order of priority in the Plan 
was fashioned to strengthen our strategy of · 
development. Emphasis was shifted from 
the social services to the productive activities. 
Industry and agriculture . received , ' more 

·emphasis. Technical and commercial ;educa-

' I 

... 
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tion came into prominence. This is precisely 
what this budget proposes. But Mr Speaker, 
Sir, · this does not, in any way, sig:Qify that 
public and social services are not provided 
for under the current Plan. Far from it. 
The precise implication is. that public 
expenditure on these social services has 
been ordered to grow at less rapid rate than 
public expenditure on '' productive" services 
-productive vis-a -vis social-services. This 
is the aim of the budget presented to you. 

Totally, 'this budget is predicated on 
an . am}?itious d~velopmental programme 
designed to accelerate the pace of industrial
isation, 'to · achieve the modernisation and 
intensification of our agriculture, to fa·cilitnte 
business and commel'cial transactions in the 
private sector, to increase employment 
facilities in the urban areas, to generate the 
pace of economic activity in the rural areas 
and, lastly but of seri<;>Us . importance, to 
improve _appreciably the quality of the 
Region's .manpower. · This 'programme, I 
am assured, Mr Speaker, Sir, is an entirely 
fe~sible programme. Beyond that, I am 
convinced it is a very necessary programme. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in a very true sense, 
this Budget is a reminder to us of our newly 
won status of Independence; it· is a call to 
greater and renewed effort. The budget 
is a progmmme geared to meet the demands 
in Western Nigeria within the context of a 
fast-moving world, the world of rapid 
industrialisation and of economy based on 
scientific advance and knowledge. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. . · 

· \: Question proposed. 

Mr· Speaker: The debate on this will be 
adjourned till the 6th of April, 1961, to 

. enable members to go through the speeches 
of the · Hon. the mover and the Hon. the 
seconder of the Motion. It appears to me 
that this is a convenient time to have a 
short break and therefore during ~he short 
break copies ' Of the Speech of. the Minister 
of• Finance and of the Speech of the Minister 
of ,Economic Plan,ning . 'and · · Community 
Development and also a copy of the Estimates 
will be distributed to members in their 
Pigeon J:Ioles in the Papers Office. 

·Sitting suspended at 11.40 a.m. 
' Sitting resumed f!-t 12. ~0 p.m. 

. SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 
Debate on the Address 

Adjourned Debate on _.the Question 
. (22nd March).-· That an humble Address 
. be presented to His Excellency the G overnor 
~n the following terms:- · . 

That this Bouse expresses its loyal and 
dutiful thanks to Your Excellency for the 
most gracious Speech addressed to both 
Houses of the Legi?lature; 

And that this Address be formally 
presented to His · Excellency by the 
Leader of the House and the Leader of the 

·Opposition. ' 

Question again proposed. 

Mr V.I. Amadasun: I rise, Mr Speaker, 
Sir, to support the Motion· om·the Speech 
from the Throne in principle in that the . 
Speech from the Throne is one made by an 
African who is no less a personality t}:lan 
Sir Adesoji Aderemi, K.B.E., c.M.G., Governor, 
Western Nigeria . Sir Adesoji Aderemi, 
the first African Governor of Western Nigeria, 
putting domestic politics as"ide, is an illustrious 
son of Africa whose activities in the evolution 
of taking Nigeria out of the shackles of white · · 
imperialism, will foreve.r be remembered 
(hear, hear). He should fil~o be very warmly 
congratulated for being the foremost Natural 
Ruler in the West, who has made it impossible 
for the NCNC to remove 'the taproot of the 
Action Group party in Nigerian politics. 
I wish, to say that if the Governor did not 
help these weaklings they would not have · 
found themselves back in the Government. 
We could not ,defeat them in the last Regional 

. elections because a father helped these 
weaklings to success hence they have been 
ruling this Region since 1952. Were it not 
for Sir Adesoji Aderemi the NCNC, a 
dynamic party in coalition with the · NPC 
from the North, coul,d have captured the 
Government of this Region from the Action 
Group. · ., 

The Speech from the Throne, be that as it 
·may Sir, contains some important facts for 
which His , Excellency has to be warmly 
congratulated. If the Speech is carefully 
read through by hon. Members of this· · · 
House it could be seen that it is pregnant · 
with the following facts which are worthy of · · 
note:- .· 

\ 

Chief Odebiyi: · On ·point of Order. ·' 
Standing Order No. 27 (8): The conduct; ' 
of Her Majesty, Members of the Royal .. 
Family, the Governor-General, the Governor, 
Members of the House an·d Judges or · the 
performance of judicial functions by other 
persons shall not be raised e'xcept up.on~~ 

' Substantive Motion; and in any amendment, 
,question to a Member or remarks in a debate ~ 
-on a motion dealing with any other subject, 
any reference · to the conduct of the persons 
aforesaid shall be out of order. The Hon. 
Member refers to the Oni as Governor. 
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Mr Speaker: I hope the han. Gentle
will not continue to address the House 

· in that form. 

·Mr Amadasun: The following facts are 
of note:-

. ~· (a) Legislation to be made by this House · 
· make it possible for the Government to 

-..v'"'"'-" Income tax from non-Africans in 
. accordance with Ihdependence Constitu
tion. · 
:' (b) The agri~ultural farm settlement 

::sch(me of the Western Region has now 
settled 700 youths and offered employment 

., to thousands of, persons. 

, (c) Research into the raising of rubber, · 
·ail palm, , . coffee, citrus and coconut 
seedlings has now been vigorously pursued 
by the. Government of the Western Region, 

. (d) During Sir Ade~oji Aderemi's time 
as 'the Governor of the Region, the School 
of Agriculture has become very attractive ·. 
'for our girls (hear, hear). 

(e) During Sir Adesoji Aderemi's time. 
as the Governor of Western Nigeria, the 
Government of the West is now considering 
the extension of family reconciliation 
services and organisation of family guidance 
councils to other urban centres. 

(f) During his time, Sir, the Ministers of 
the West Regional Government are made 
to be aware of the advisability, desirability 
(Government Benches: Which one of the two?) 
...... the desirability of the co-ordination of 
developmental efforts throughout the Fed.:. 
eration. 

The Speech contains repetition. Apart from 
the above facts, Sir, the lengthy Speech from 
the ' throne contains the usual obsolete 
annual expressions of the Governor. My 
ministers are vigorously ,pursuing the policy 
of free · primary education, free . medical 
services, and of payments of the five shillings 
minimum wage to labourers, etc. I think it 

· is time the Government st'opped boasting of all 
these things year in year out. We should 
tell the Governor not to come here to repeat 
these things again. 

(Opposition Benches: Hear; hear, tell 
them.) , 

The Prime Minister of Nigeria-In external 
matters, Sir, it was very good of H'is Excel
lency to have made mention of the heroic part 
which the Nigeria army and police contigent 
are playing in the strife-torn Republic of Con
go. Mention, ,Sir, could have been .made 
also of the noble, bold and historic role played 
by .the P rime Minister of the Federation, 

·Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa; at the most 
recent Prime Ministers Commonwealth 

- I 

Meeting held in London. · The Prime 
Minister of the Federation, Sir, has to be 
warmly congratulated for making South 
Africa to withdraw from the family of . the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. The 
~partheid ...... ' (interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. Apartheid 
is no English (laughter). 

Mr Amadasun: The~ apartheid policy of 
· South Africa will for ever remain condemned· 
by Nigerians. Chief Festus Okotie . Eboh 
should also have been congratulated by His 

· Excellency for his being the Acting Prime 
Minister of the Federation, during the 
absence from Nigeria of the Federal Prime 
Minister, a ·post which he held creditably ,. 
well. (Interruptions: He is· an ex-convict/) 

Chief Odebiyi: . On point of-correction . 
Chief Okotie Eboh has already appealed; so 
he is not an ex-convict (laughter). 

Mr Amadasun: Thank you, Mr Leader 
of the House, for correcting your back 
benchers. They do not know really what is . 
happening but I am glad you have corrected 
them. · It is only you people in the front 
benches who know what is really happening. 
The back benchers do not know anything 
(laughter). 

Mr Speaker: Chief Okoti'e Eboh is not 
an ex-convict (shouts of shame, shame, from 
Opposition Benches). 

Mr V. I. Amadasun: Creation · of M£d
west State.-In page 4, paragraph 5 of the 
Speech from the Throne, His Excellency 
lucidly expressed that His Ministers would 
soon launch the Midwest Minority Council; · 
and that dufing this Session, some amend
ments would be made to the relevant Regional 
Laws, so that launching the Midwest 
Minority Council might be a reality. Today 
Sir, the national usefulness of the Minority , 
Council, has been overtalmn by constitu-
tional changes in Nigeria. . · 

At · the 1958 London Constitutional 
Conference, Sir, after the Minority Commis..: 
sian's recommendation, it was agreed that 
the Midwest Minority Council be established 
to allay the fears of the people' of the Midwest. 
and to spur the Government' to the desirability 
of developing the Midwest; an area which 
even up to date, has not been developed, 
when cpnsideration is taken of the fact, that 
many industrial projects, e.~ .• Ewekoro Cemel').t 
Industry, the Housing Estates at Ibadan. and 
Ikeja, the Alumin,ium Industry and, ,, th.e· 
Asbestos Industry at Ikeja are blamably sited 
in the Y aruba West by the : Action Grqup 
Governmel').t of Western. Nigeria. · 

~ ;~ ' l 
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~or the reason t):1at if the Minority 
Council were to be launched, say, in 1959 or 
thereabout, the Acti"on Group legislators 
would form a minority and those of the 
NC,NC would be on the majority, the 

· launching of it ·was deliberately delayed until 
after the 1960 Western Region Elections 
where the Action Group got a marginal and 

poultry and I have it in command of the 
Chairman of the Midwest Council that names 
of "members· will be sent to the Government 
for recommendation to study poultry . . 

After all it is not fair that only mem
bers of the Action Group should enjoy 
life more abundant by eating eggs. · 

Finally, I beg to support this Motion of 
Thanks for 'the Governor's Speech in protest. 

shameful majority. 
Government Benches: Shame.! Is 32 to Mr B. I . G. Ewah: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 

rise to support the Motion of 'fhanks to His 
80 a marginal maJority? · Excellency for the brilliant and historic 

Mr Amadasun: Wheh you have been Speech from the Throne. 
ruling the Region for many years. This Speech is a further confirmation 
. What the .Midwesterners want today, Sir, that this Region is the most progressive part 
ts the creatiOn of the Midwest State or of the Federation of Nigeria, for it shows that 
-Region. They would not like .to be ruled the Government, by her providing essential 

. thro1;1gh a minority council, the delegated amenitie.s for the people governed, has put 
po:w~rs of which .are vested in . only the to prachce the saying that "The Welfare of 
Mmtstcr of Midw5'!st Affairs. This is ·blat- the State is the Supreme Law". 
antly un~emocratic . Since this Speech was ably delivered to us, 

6. Uneven Distribution of Amenities.-If I have had the privilege to visit some of the 
the Speec~ ~rom the Throne is carefully establishments a'nd ind4strial projects men
perused, Str, tt could be seen that social and tione~ in the Spe.ech. AsbestQs · Factory, 
industrial amenities are not evenly distributed Hous~n? Corporatwri', . Poultry Farming, 
in the · W.estern Region. All the industrial Alumt:uum Factory, Mrlk Factory, etc., all 
projects, Sir, which employ many workers at IkeJa and I must confess that when I just 

·are sited in the Yoruba West with the result merely say that I was 'highly impressed by 
Sir~ that many Midwesterner~ remain jobless. what I saw, although I was a bit disturbed 
It ts always the policy of this Government that no such industry has been established · 
not to employ a Midwesterner; and those in my own place, ..... . (loud cheers from 
.already in their services are never promoted or . . Members of the Opposition) ..... . it is because I 
cared for..... . · have not .got more appropriate words to 

give vent to my opinion on these wonderful · 
Chief Odebiyi: I think Sir, it will be developments. They were very wonderful 

wrong to bring Civil Servants into the debate. indeed. 

. Mr A~adasun! Apart from the Water Much has it is 11;ot true, M~ ·Speaker, Sir, 
· supply .for I shan . and Agbor, many other big to say t at certau:?- areas · in the Region 
towns m the Mtdwest, such as Benin City espectally the IVltdwest are deliberately 
.and Issele-Uku. have not been provided with neglected in the distribution of amenities 
u:ban water supply. The rural electricity I have this request to make. By the absenc~ 
pt~bt scheme which proved successful at Ijero of Industrial projects and large agricultural 
has not been introduced in any rural centre establishments in the Midwest there is a 
in the Midwest. Television which many tei_ldency for . the sons and daughters of 
are ·now enjoying in the y oruba West will ~hts area ,to dr~ft to other parts of the Region 
never· be introduced in the Midwest until m search of Jobs. This may, in the near 
after a century of its introduction in the · future, reach a very alarming height. I am 
Yoruba West. It is the duty of His Excel- therefore commending to the attention of the 

. le.nc~, Sir; to .· see that amenities are evenly Gov~r~~ent th~ iml'Il:ed.iat~ examining · of ' · 
• dtstnbu:ed all over tl~c Western Region. posstb1httes of mdustnahsing the Midwest 

and I ··am COJ?-Vinced that, with the dynam'i~ 
' Finally, when· I went '1:0 .the Poultry and progresstve Government we have the 

Centre the other day, I reserved what I Action Group Government of the p~ople 
wanted to say till I get ·to the floor of this for the people by the people (loud cheers from 

. H~u~e where I am covered by Parliamentary Government benches), it , will not be far 
Pnvtlege. (Laughter). In the l\.1idwest there distant before factories are established in the 
is .an Ass~ci~tion . . of . Midw~st Farmers. Midwest to make full use of the resources of 
Thts Assoctatton ts htghly mterested in this area, e.g., Rubber and Timber. The 
poultry. We heard that _the Western Region . . estab~ishment .of Rubber Marketing Board 
has sent r.ome people to Israel . to study: at thts stage ts most desirable, for if the · 
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: · · prices of cocoa in the World Market continue 
~ ;.: to fall, in the future the saviours of this 
'·.· .Region are sure to be rubber and timber. · 

~'l.v Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to add that the 
; · · award of scholarships should be extended to 
. ' the sons and daughters of my constituency 

and the Midwest as 'a whole as none has 
ever been awarded to any son or daughter in 
my North-East Uromi !shan Constituency 
though so many of them are qualified. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I understand there is a 
project in hand to instal electricity both in, 
Uromi Hospital and Uromi Catering Rest 
House. 'It is advisable for the Government to 
enhance this project and extend the same 

f facility to the inhabitants of U romi. 

.Mr Speaker., Sir, I beg to support. ·' 

Mr J. E. Agbaza: Mr Speaker, $1r, it, is 
really a pleasure for me to stand up to express · 
my thanks to His Excellency the Governor 
for his apt Speech from the Throne. 
Thanking His Excellency, there• is something 
I will like to express and ask this House to 
observe. It is in respect of the Opposition. 
I am not satisfied about it. (Laughter). 

I' must say Mr Speaker, Sir, that this 
Government has been in power in this 

. Region for over nine years and you will 
notice that each time this Government has 
been retu~ned with a greater majority, 
Now, you will notice Sir, that each time the 
Opposition members have come here for the 
past nine years (Interruptions), the only 
criticism they .have is that either they have 

' been victimised or they are being oppressed. 
If I may say Sir, that is the only type of 
criticism that the Opposition has always come 
here to ~-ay. If there is any other thing which 
they have done let them tell us .. . (Interruption) 
Mr Speaker, Sir, if there is any other type of 
contribution that the Opposition has ever made 
it is to tell us that the Assessment Committees 
have over-assessed their members. . You will 
agree with me that in the whole Federation 
our policy is the best. And if you will allow 
me to say, assessments and other things are 
aspects the Government have to perform as the 
representatives of the people. This Govern
ment has been voted into power because tli.e 
electorat.e are s,atisfied with it, and I must of 
course have to tell the Opposition that if the 
electorate believe in their policy they would 
have' voted them into power, but unf\;rtuna
tely they do not. Mr Speaker, Sir;· I nfGst say 
that I am happy I am not on that side of the 
House. I will never be there. I will never 
enjoy that side of the House. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, during the Speech from 
the Throne, you will observe that His 
Excellency had actually enumerated the 
policies of this Government, and I am sure 
that there is no Government of the Federa
tion which can boast of tf:te type ·of facilities _ 
and the · type of amenities well presented 
before 'this honourable House from the' 

.. Speech from the Throne. 
You will observe that this Government 

has provided hospitals in every division of this 
Region. I come from Urhobo. There is a , 
hospital at Ororokpe ........ . (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: I . arn compelled to invoke 
order 29, niles 4 and 5 to remind members of 
behaviour in this Honourable House. "All 
members shall be silent or shall confer 'only 
in undertones" and furthermore "Members 
shall not make unseemly interruptions while 
any Member is speaking". I shall have to use 

· my p~wer if these Rules are contravened. 
Mr Agbaza: As I was saying, Mr 

Speaker Sir, there is a Government Hospital 
at Sapele. There is a Mission Hospital 
which is subsidised by the Government at Elm. 
If they have not been to Urhobo, please let 
them know now. As I was saying the 
Government has been able to provide 
hospitals in every division in the Region 
and in places where there are no hospitals 
Government has been able to provide mat,er
nity centres and dispensaries. I am sure 
honourable Members went to Moor Planta
tion and they saw the School of Agriculture 
being built. 

And from the Speech from the Throne 
you heard all the Government has done and 
is still doing, and I am sure that that is enough 
to thank the Governor for his Speech from 
the Throne. (Interruptions Jrom the Opposi
tion). 

We heard from a Member on the other 
side that the .' Midwest is not being well 
catered for. · I wonder who made him the 
spokesman of the Midvvest? . I am from the 
Midwest myself. You w~ll notice that the 
Midwest have ' rejected you people from that 
side. And they have how seen the truth and 
they now believe that it is only the Action 
Group· Government that can only save them 
from the hands of the NCNC people. The 
trouble with most of Members from the 
Midwest is that they don't live in the Midwest 
in their constituencies. Those members 
from Urhobo, if you travel along Warri/ 
Sapele road, you. will see the agricultural 
projects. If you come from Sapele, you 
will know how much Government is spending 
on bridges . . Even the tarring of roads 
between Ughelli and Oleh is costing 
the Government £750,000. And of course 

- t' 
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during the last Session a sum of £60,000 
was voted for the development of rubber in 
the Midw~st area. I am sure that thi~ is 
proof positive · that the Government is not in 
any way cheating the Midwest in the provision 
of amenities. Mr Speaker, Sir, I don't 
wonder if for anything the NCNC is incon
siste.nt, because they 'are known foi· their 
inconsistency in their constituencies. . If they 
want to make any criticism, it must be 
reasonable and must be justified. I can 
assure them that in the case of co-operation, it 
will always be given to them from this side of 
the House. Mr Spe~ker, Si~, I am very sure 
that the . Speech froin the Throne is one of 
which every person should be proud. I have 
to say that as an individual, we should 
thank His Excellency for such an ab,le Speech. 

Chief J. L. Tifase: Mr Speaker, Sir, in 
supporting this Motion of Thanks, I will 
say that this House is getting tired of the 
repetitiotl of the Governor's Speech from the · 
Throne at every Budget Session. Sir, this is 
a new age, and the time has come when the 
Speech · from the Throne should contain 
something new which will raise the nopes and 
aspirations of the suffering people of this 

·:·Region. Sir, how many times'are we going 
to be told of the· various amenities provided 
by t_he Government?. Jn fact some areas of 
this Region are being discriminated against. 
Every village in . !jehu Province has got 
electric light. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: I am not being embarrassed. 

Chief J'ifase: Ondo is in e.ntire darkness. 
Lam greatly disappointed Sir. 

I am greatly disappointed at · the om1sswn 
of any mention of the siting of the University 
of Ife. The decision of the Government to 
build the University at Ife is ·very unfair. 
This is a clear case of discrimination against 
O~do Province. I think, Sir, this will not go 
unchallenged by all. The progress of Ondo 
Pr()vince, Sir, is to me beyond ideology and 
my friends on the other side should. not be 
afraid to speak out their minds to - bring 

. pre~s~1re on Government. 

The Health Policy of this Government 
.is to develop all Provincial Hospitals in the 
Region to first class hospitals with Specialist 
Surgeons. It is surprising, Sir, that while· 
other ·Provincial Hospitals like the Abeokuta, 
IjeJ:m-Ode and Benin have all been developed, 
the Ondo Provincial Hospital at Akure has 
been reduced· to the stage 'of a Divisional 
Hospital with very poor equipments, drugs, 
and rio Specialist Surgeon. I hope the 

Government will start to improve the Hospital 
to the stage of a first-class one. - · · 

Mr C. I. Akere: On -point of Order! 
Order 27 (1)-A member shall not read his. 
speech .. 

Mr Speaker: My ruling on that Order 
is that the Order quoted is in order. . .. • 

Chief Tifase: I am happy Sir that the 
Governor has made mention of his Govern
ment's determination to improve the organisa- · 
tion and the service condition of the Local · 
Government Police. There is no dbubt, Sir, 
that most of our Local .Government Police 
are not better than the old Native Authority 
Court Messengers. Th,.ey · lack .Police 
etiquette and constitute themsdves into 
instruments of terror to the public. The 
time , has come when the Government 
should centralise ·the trammg of these . 
Policemen by establishing a Regional Local 
Government .Police Training College instead 
of the Provincial local _ training. 

Mr Speaker Sir, mention has also been 
made about . appointing a Commissioner 
for Customary Courts in the Region in the 
Governor's Speech. The trouble with our 
Customary Courts in the Region is more than 
appointing a Commissioner. A ·~:housand 
and one Commissioners cannot get rid of 
unscrupulous; greedy and corrupt customary 
court judges who commit every crime in the . . 
name of the Action Group in this Region · 
today. · 

Alhaji Opaleye: Point of Order Sir, ! · 
Order 27 (7). The hon. Member said that 
the Customary Court ·Judges are corrupt; 
that is a judicial function. · 

Mr Speaker: The conduct of the jadges 
of the Customary Courts should not be 
brought into the debate. ·· 

Chief Tifase: The system 1s 
corrupt Sir. 

Mr .Speaker: It is the system 'that is 
c:orrupt; not that their conduct is corrupt. 

1 ~ • 

Chief Tifase: I will rather ~uggest Sir, · 
that this Government should set up a high .· ·· 
powered Commission comprising the rep- ' 
resent~_tives of the political parties in the 
Region to recommend to· the Government 
how· many grades of Customary Courts will 
be required and how best the Government 
could improve the stan~dard.s. 

In the last paragraph of the Governor's 
Speech, the need for the unity of this country 
has been stressed. Sir, if there is any time 
when everybody, irrespective of his political 
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afJiliation in this country, should begin to 
think about the position of this country in 
Mrica, I think now is the time. Nigeria has 
by far the largest number of political agitators 
in Africa. · We have the population and we 

' have the resources. We have to take our 
1·1 Cl~cision whether ou~s is ultimately to go 
~the way of other dead empires or whether 
l. our country will.· become the leader, of 
·. ~frica and the world. 

·: J}~ It is my belief, Sir, that our fail~re to lead 
;. !Africa is not mainly due to the weakness of 

,any particular leader, but to the type of 
"Constitution we have in this country. 

·r- ~Government Members: Tell your Prime 
. ~ Minister). Nigerian Constitution has given 
~ too much powers to the Regions of the 
~ t country so . much so that every citizen has 
/ almost forgotten that 1\e belongs to one and 

{:'only one country. (Interruptions) . . 

~·· .• What we need 'today in this country is a · 
new solidarity, national, unity with one aim, 

,, one mind · and one goal. In this regard, 
· if it be . true, Sir, that we in this Region 

.< usually set the pace for other Regions of the 
. country to ·follow, then, Sir, let us take the 
initiative of summoning a meeting of all 
politicall~aders in this country for proposing 
a new Constitution for the country which 
will make everybody think of Nigeria as an 
indissoluble unit (cheers). Unless, Sir, the 

~. leaders of ·this country agree to write a new 
Constitution which will project the Nigerian 
pers.onality, we will fail in our endeavours to 
lead Mrica. · · 

We need unity capable of creating a new 
: -,era of constructive relationship among the 

.. ,. various political ··leaders of the country . 
. ;; This unity will emerge as the pe()ple of the 
l ,; country begin to think of this country as one 
~~'t nation under a dynamic leadership which 

1i! will be within the framework of democratic 
(.. . . 
~. constitutiOn. 

. .~<!'-' . 
·' Sir, . the progressive elements of this 

country are looking anxiously to who, among 
our leaders, will be the hope of the nation. 

I beg to support the Motion. 

Mr J. 0. Adeyemo: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
in rising to support the Motion of Thanks 
to His Excellency the Governor for the 
laudable and comprehensive Speech from the 
Thrcme, it is an· admitte·J fact, I have to 
emphasise, that ,everywhere in the whole 
of the Federation of Nigeria, the progressive 
Government of Western Nigeria leads while 
others follow, . in formulating policies, in 
industrialisation, agriculture, in the field 
of education, health and social services. 

While the Free Primary Education of the 
Region and the secondary and post-secondary 
scholarship schemes have turned out to be a 
h· ·ge success, our hard-working Government 
has added one more industrious pace to its 
progress in the field of education, namely, 
the University of Ife, the establishment of 
which was recently announced. This is a 
tremendous achievement which marks the 
attainment of independence by the Federation 
of Nigeria, but before going on to other sub
jects, may I, through this opportunity which 
has been granted to me appeal to the Govern
ment for the establishment and founding of a . 
School of Journalism in the Region as is the 
case now i:ri Ghana; journalism being an im
pqrtant part of our education ~n this era . 

Turning to that aspect of the improvement 
and progress which has benefitted my town 
and district, my encomium to the Regional 
Governn;lent would be incomplete without 
expressing my deep appreciation · and 
gratitude·for the approval and establishment 
of the Irepodun District Council for Ifon, 
I1obu and Erin, the building of dispensaries 
and a maternity hospital in the district and 
the tarring of Oshogbo-Erin-Ilobu roads . 
But while expressing gratitude and apprecia
tion for these amenities, I should not forget 

, to present to the Regional Government the 
vital but remaining needs · of my people 
which are, . the building of more maternity 
·hospitals in my constituency, the tarring "of 
Erin-Ede road and the extension of pipe-
borne water supply and electricity to my 

· district, as the extension of the last-named 
amenity. in this Region is apparently quite 
unrivalled compared with other Regions in 
the Federation, and the earlier the scheme is 
implemented, the more disgraced the 
doubting Thomases, who make politics out 
of anything, would be. · 

In full support of the Motion of Thanks to 
the Governor for: the Speech from the 
Throne, I have to appeal to the Regional· 

. Government for the extension of the establish
ment of agricultural and other development• 
projects to my constituency, the Action 
Group Government of the Western Region 
being praiseworthy and remarkable for 

' progress and developments at every minute, 
every hour, every day, every month and 
every year. For the information of the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, the people ,of my constituency 
have given out almost one thousand and five 
hundred acres of rich land· for agriculture 
arid development projec~s. 

I should like to praise the Minister of 
Economic Planning and Community Devel
opment for various projects which arc being 

; I 
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carried out in the Ministry because political 
independence is impossible without economic 
freed01p; 

The Local Government Police of this 
Region is second to none in the Federation. 

In conclusion, I am appealing through this 
democratic Government of Western Nigeria 
to the Government of Northern Nigeria to 
create Minority Councils· for the Middle 
Belt and the Kabba/Ilorin areas. Members 
of this honourable House know very well 
what is happening in the North; how people 
from Minority areas and non-N.P.C. party 
suppo'rters are being oppressed, repre ~sed, 
depressed and distressed everyday. The 
Government of this said .RevJon should let 
the Fundamental Human Rights entrenched 
·in · the Nigerian Constitution be workable 
' an~ practised. · 

Mr Speaker, S~r, I beg to support. 
Further Debate on this Motion adjourned 

until WednesdaY,, 29th March, 1961. 

ADJOURNMENT 
\ 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to move that the 
House be adjourned. till ,tomorrow morning. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: I beg to second. 

.Mr Speaker: · The fact that the adjourn
m.ent of the House has been moved does not 
necessarily mean that the House will imme
diately adjourn .so let Members remain in 
their seats and not begin to rush to leave, the 
the , I~ouse. · 

Question proposed. 

Refusal of Leader of Opposition to be 
presented to His Excellency the 

Governor 

The Leader of the Opposition (Mr R. A. 
Fani-Kayode): I said this morning that 
I intend to make a speech from the floor of 
this House, Mr Speaker, Sir. I must deal 
with a matter which closely affects the 
Constitution of this Region, Her Majesty's 
Representative, the Governor, Her Majesty's 
Premier and Her Majesty's Lel;lder of the 
Opposition, which has ral.sed a tumult in 
Parliament and outside it. Let me state 
unequivocally ·from thy outset that Her 
Majesty's Opposition fully appreciates its 
'responsibility to the :House and to the Queen's 
representative in the Western Region of 
Nigeria in an Independent Nigeria. The 
Constitution under which our country exists 
at .this moment is of our own making and we 
are proud of the ppsition as a free .State within 
the Commonv.;ealth. Today we of the 

' ., 

Opposition are the watchdogs· of the people,· 
to see that this Government keeps to 'the 
letter and spirit of that Constitution ·and we 
jealously guard the :. prerog~tive of Her 
Majesty from all assaults, usurpations and 
any indignities from ,all or any quarter with 
all our strength, with all our might. For 
anyone to suggest that we are not aware of . 
this responsibility or that we fail to discharge 
in any way this honcurable duty is sheer 
impudence, much more impudence for any
one to suggest that we, the guardians of this 
Constitution, would, and have, shown the 
slightest disrespect to the very institution 
from which our own position of honour as 
Her Majesty's Opposition is a reflection. 
It is not only impudence, it is wickedness in 
its most perverse nature. I shall state the 
facts and reveal to the coun,try how this 

; \Government has shamelessly attempted to 
-'discredit Her Majesty's Opposition and 
thereby divert the attention of all right 
thinking . people from its own shortcomings, · 
iniquities and perversions which the Govern
ment realise must be spotlighted in this ·. 
Session of the Parliament. 

·The struggle in existence is one betwee~ 
the Government · and the Opposition, it 
is shameful to drag the Governor into it. 
On the formation of this new Government 
the Premier of the Region and the Leader of 
the House both promised to have consulta
tions with the Opposition on all major issues 
and take the Leader of Opposition into its 
confidence on these issue.s. Despite these 
assurances the Government from the ' onset 
had ·treated the Opposition with nothing. 
but contempt: ' ' . . 

During the past Sessions Bills y.rere flung 
into the face of the Opposition on the floor 
of this House without adequate notice or 
sufficient time for pr~paration by the Opposi
tion. The Opposition protested-took up 
the gauntlet and fought the point in . this 
House. The Leader of the House assured 
us of his co-operation in the future. · Again 
during the last Session of this House, the 
White P~per on the University project was 
laid on the table of this House, again the · 
Government assured us the Opposition 
would be taken into its confidence on the 
development of this project-which is a 
major development concerning every member 
of the Community and for which colossal 
sums from public revenue would be expended. 
Not taking chances, I approached the Leader 
of the House, Chief Odebiyi, and obtained 
from him personal assurance that the Opposi
tion will ' be consulted at all stages of the 
development of the project. And the very 
White Paper published by Government i.tself 
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~,,,.,.;.~*A fl f)f'OViSiOf\ for the Setting Up ,Of a 
Committee drawn_ from. both 

~ ~~ ':r ~vise Go...-emmeru:: 

ma: ~ 1 -c~a. ~ b,.,·.;tt ~ 
was the Govennnem · ~ 

soldiers on parade to the second gate which 
led into the inner courtyard of the Parliament 
Buildings. · We alighte~ _ fr~~ the. ca; ~nd 
saw a line o£ robed Judil:uU dtgi\itnrtM, 
)lfinjsre:-s <ln.l..t ather '1-.lEs, line!l ut!> insid.e the. 
~ ~dri.. ~ ~ ·?-.•w- s • .:.imL 
'-~ ~-& ~..1.11"..., o:m;r..e ~.efu~c:i:-6e: ~ 

to _ inves:igate the project, the Bill 
the 'Law setting up the University was 
· site selected. The project as a 

almost ·complete. Even now we 
the Building Plans are with the 

Bill is now Law. The 
Council will soon be appointed. 

stage of the developments was the 
notified much less consulted, . 

from the floor of this House two days 
ago the Premier apologis~d and informed us 
he had no intention to slight the Opposition., 
and the Minister of Education read out a 

, hurriedly prepared list of Members of the 
;.: Parliamentary Con;mittee including Members 

.t. of the Opposition again without consultation 
and the Premier again apologised and said 
Government will consider further suggestions 
of extending the membership from the 
Opposition. Again the Government .broad
~ast its intention to make a drastic innpvat~on 
m the Local Government Law of the · Regwn 
by giving to women special opportunities of 
taking part in Local Government Councils. 

This is a major politic-al change in the cqun
t..ry. The Opposition was not consulted much 
less taken into confidence, -neither before the 
public declaration nor afterwards, although 
Government consulted various women organ
isations, The Bill for the change was prepared. 

. It is before this Session of the House of 
Assembly. These are only two major items. 
This Government has continuously treated 
the Opposition with the greatest contempt 
and we had made it quite clear to Government 
th<lt we cannot and will not accept or tolerate 
such a situation. This is the background. 

This Session of the House of Assembly 
was summoned for 10 a.m., Wednesday, 
22nd . day of March, 1961. On Sunday 
night the Western Nigeria Television News 
announced that the time of the Meeting had 
been altered to 9 a.m. No communication 

· of the change · in time was made to the 
Opposition or its Leader except on the eve 
·of the opening day by News over the WNTV. 
l had breakfast at the Catering Rest House 
with a few Members of the House and 
proceeded to the House of Assembly at 

· 8.50 a.m. I arriveq at Parliament Buildings 
at 8.59 a.m. with Mr Qviasu, another Member 

. Qf the Opposition, in my car and on entering 
the gate to the first courtyard saw soldiers 
draw.n up on parade. We drove past the 

I and the Premier greeted each other and 
as both myself and Mr Oviasu ·were walking 
past the line to enter Parliament Buildings, 
Chief Odebiyi, Leader of the House, called me 
from the VIP line. I went back to him 
where he was standing on the line and hesaid 
"You are to take part in this ceremony" . 
I asked him "what ceremony"? and he said 
it was usual for Government to arrange a 
special ceremony for . the Opening of the · 
House including a presentation of the 
important Members of t_he House and the 
community to the Governor. I asked him 
why Government had not thought it fit to 
invite me to the ceremony and the presenta- -
tion.- He then told me it was purely a matter .. 
of- 'routine and thereupon showed me a 
programme of events with my name in ' the 
list of persons to be presented. I told him 
Government has a duty tci invite me or . at · 
least the courtesy to inform me and has 
failed to treat me with the slightest respect · 
or consideration and that I take objection 
to the situation. 

At the time · I ·had gone into the line to 
speak to Chief O<iebiyi, the Governor had 
arrived and was inspecting the Military 
parade in the outer courtym:d over 80 yards 
away from the inner court, and we were 
almost completely severed off by the walls of 
the inner court of the building from the 
mspection. I stood in the line a few minutes 
to consider the situation and to decide 
whether to ignore this fresh slight to the 
Opposition and attend the presentation or to 
protest and~. refuse to attend it. The 
famous first picture of the Press must have 
been taken at this stage, and from tht: picture 
the critics n1issed the fact that the O,wa of 
Ilesha who appeared in the second picture · 
between the Chief Justice and the Speaker 
had not even arrived to take his p!ace 'in the 
line at that time. The Governor was, 
speaking metaphorically, miles away. , Whilst· 
I was making up my mind whether to stay 
or not the Band struck the National Anthem 
which signified the end of . the inspection 
of the Military parade and everyone stood. 
at attention till the end. At this time. the 
Governor was stifl' at the place of inspeCtion in 
the fore -court as I had stated, and before the 
Governor made any move to leave the in
spection site. · ' 
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., . Immediately after the National Anthem, 

I informed Chief Odebiyi that I refused to 
accept his unkind and peremptory invitation 
to · attend the ceremony an_d started to walk 
away. Then Chief Odebiyi, on a· personal 
note, called me bY' my first name and said 
it would not be nice if I went away and I 
replied that I was not staying and added 
rather facetiously that in any event I was 
going to Winston Churchill, he said "what?", 
I said the toilet and walked away. I reported 
the incident to our Members in the Building 
'and left it at that: · 

· After the Speech from the Throne a few 
of us gathered in the Corridors of the House 
and were chatting with the Odemo of lshara, 
a photog1 apher had just taken a picture of 
myself and the Odemo laughing "and shaking 
hands (although he later made a fire eating 
speech devouring me for what he felt before _ . 
the picture · was taken) the Premier came 
down from a nearby staircase and .. called oh 
the . Odemo when we all turned and he said 
"I want to make a report to you concerning 
Kayode with whom yo.u are shaking hands". 
The Odemo went to him. 

Later as I was going into the House for 
· the business of the day, the Odemo, the Olowo 
and Dr Maja came up to me and said they 
would like to see me. We entered a Commit
tee room and th~ Odemo said Akintola 
accused me of not waiting to be presented to 
the Governor. I gave the facts exactly 
as I have now and said I refused to be treated 
as dirt by the Government and that I might 
even raise the matter later in the House. The 
Odemo said they . would inquire into the 
matter and that I shall hear from them later. 
I was therefore shocked when I heard Mr 
Awopeju making his accusations from the 
floor of the House and I recognised at once 
the machiavellian twist and slant the Govern
ment had given to the circumstanceg, 

The Government had taken advantage of 
· its . distardly wrongs to discredit me and 
the -Opposition in the eyes of the whole 
community in the most diabolic way. 
I did not refuse to be · presented to His · 
Excellency apd ther~by show disrespect to the 
representative of the Crown. I refused to 
attend the Presentation ceremony to which 
the Government.had no tthe slightest courtesy 
to. invite me or even the churlishness to have 
just notified me. These are the facts. 

Even if the facts as represented by the 
Government are true: that I excused 
myself to ailswer the call of nature and that. 
was the·sdle reason for leaving the line, would 
that not have accorded with decency, good 

trammg and goqd breeding? Why should 
the Government read evil motives to an 
innocent statement and action? This is the 
greatest condemnation of the utterances of 
the Premier and his galaxy of members 
of the House of Chiefs. If the Hon. the 
Premier had not been genuinely satisfied with 
the alleged explanation for leaving the line 
would he not have demanded an explanation 
from the floor of this House? 

. ' 
The Official Opposition is the largest · 

minority party in parliament. It is 1 a 
recognised institution which exists in its own 
right in a two-party system of' Government 
and the Leadership of the Opposition .has 
rights attached to the post and statutory 
recognition of these rights is part of a demo
cratic system of government. Rights which 
form . the basic fabric of a two-party system, 
We. are. not cowed by the threats of Govern
ment to withdraw its recognition. If the 
threat materialises, the 0Rposition shall · 
accept the . challenge and know too ~ell how 
to fight in the circumstances. · 

Vje of the Opposition in this House shall 
give co-operation only .in return for ·co
operation but expect no mercy · from . the 
hard-hearted Government party, we expect 
no quarter and we give none for this Govern
ment is becoming more dictatorial everyday. 
The vast masses of this Western Region, our 
supporters in the main, have been threatened, 
bullied, victimised and cajoled by the iniqui- · 
to us acts of the Government of the day. 
We shall stand up for them, f6r our rights; 
without fear of the loss of office or threats to• · 
our. rights. 

Weof the Opposition, at:J.d I as its Leader, 
hold the institution of the Governor in the 
highest esteem and would not do anything or·. 
take any step to farmish this exalted institu
tion which by its very nature has alway's 
stood and. should always be above the 'arena of 
party politics. In fact, speaking personnlly, · .. 
as a son of Ife, it is my pride that the Governor 
of the Region today is from Ife and I am 
certain that both · I and His Excellency will ' 
be personally happy when that day arrives·;- , 
and it is fast approaching, wheri both. His · 
Excellency the Governor of the Western . 
Region and the Hon. the . Premier · of the, 
Region shall both come -from th~ University 
Town of Ife. · · ' 

I choose to ignore with contempt the · 
coars'e vituperations poured on me by _ 

. members of the Government party especially 
in the House of Chiefs. That is to be 
expected as these are the best examples 
of good breeding and parliamentary decency · 
of the gentlemen concerned. This I must 
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h owever. I do feel that the floor of 
is' not the best forum to invite 

to murder and assassinate me, or issue 
of assassination. Apart from anything 

l feel it is in very bad taste. 
In this respect I must, however, inform the 

· members of Parliament through 
that I take notice of their implied 

P.Ylnrf•c::c::,pof threats of assassination as 
m Hansard. Hon. Awopeju who 

ded me that "The gallo'Vs was prepared 
Modeeca." The Elekole of lkole who 
"Nobody will regret it if he perishes" ... 
Deji of Akure who said "I am not here 

curse anybody but 1 am sure that young 
le who fa,il to respect elders always have 
life". Chief Oyes'ina who said "if in the 

days ·· Fani-Kayode did that and 
. shot him we would have praised · 

fellow". And the Olojudo of lddo 
wlio said "Fani-Kayode has surely done 
nobody has ever done and shall surely 

· what nobody has ever seen". . I am 
that . these gentlemen be warned as 

Let these gentlemen remember that I have 
shot at twice before, but I assure 
from now on I shall never again be a 

duck. In the same way, members of 
House of Chiefs in 1956 threatened the 

life of the late Adelabu, but I am not Adela bu. 
Verbum satis sapientis. As for my friend 

Williams, I cannot resist, Mr Speaker, 
that his utterances in Parlianent came 

as a surprise to me for, as a gentleman 
. and a lawyer, I would have thought the legal 

'.~v .. ............. • .. ""Audi alteram partem"-you should 
first hear the other side of the story-would 
have now been ingrained in him. · He is a'n 
able-bodied-very m\lch able-bodied-man. 
lf·he desires to cross swords with.me let him 
come into th.is House through the purifidl
tion of the polls and an election polls. For 
here men are not parliamentary parasites. 
. In this House men are men and are proud of it. 

. I have spoken to the Government, Mr 
: Speaker, only co-operation from them shall 

secure co-operation · from us. Only confi
dence shall beget confidence. Anythihg 
else will bring conflicts from which we shall 
not shrink, whatever the circumstances, till in 
the end freedom and justice become the 
inalienable right of every citizen of this Region. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, 'it is 
a pity that the hon. Leader of the 
Opposition was not magnanimous enough to 
give me a copy of his statement before he 
made it on the Motion for Adjournment 
because the statement raised quite a DUmber 

of controversial matters. . But there is one 
thing that runs through . the whole statement' 
which the hon. Leader of the Opposition 
made. Never was there any mention what
ever of any word of apology ~o his Excel
lency the Governor for the slight which the 
hon. Leader of the Opposition gave to , him 
on the State Opening of Parliament. . . 

The hon. Leader of the Opposition made 
certain statements about the attitude of Gov
ernment to the Opposition. He did say, Sir, 
that it was through the WNTV that he got 
to know that the State Opening of Parliament 
will take place at 9 a.m. instaed of 10 a.m. 
With your permission, Sir, I would like to 
read the letter of summons which was sent 
to all Members of the Legislature dated 
3rd March, 1961 and despatched .· ori the 
6th of March, 1961: · 

"To All Members of the Regional 
Legislature. 
Meeting of the Western House of As.sembly. 

The Clerk of the Western Legislature· 
presents his compliments to Members and 
hereby informs them that the Budget 
meeting commencing the 1Oth Session of 
the Regional Legislature will begin· on 
Wednesday, 22nd of March, 1961. , 

Proclamation to this effect is being made 
by the Governor in pursuance of section 30 
of the first Sched1:1le to the Nigerian Consti
tution, Order in Council ai1d will be pub
lished soon. 

Although the House of Chiefs and the 
House of Assembly will . be meeting at 
9 a.m., all, Members are advised to be in 
their seats by 8.45 a.m.". 
If the hon. Leader of the Opposition 

doubts what I say, he has access to the 
Clerk of the House and he can get a copy of 
the ~ummons for his own purpose (Opposition 
Benches: Did you send him one?). 

Government Benches: He has one. 
Chief Ode:hiyi: Included, Sir, with the 

letter of summons was the programme for 
the ceremonial opening (Opposition Ben·ches: 
No, No!). Assuming that was not •even 
sent to the hon. Leader of the Opposition, 
the Leader of the Opposition said he was 
not informed. But I suppose, Sir, 
he knows how much his salary will be, he 
knows what his ·entitlements are, he knows 
his privileges but does not know his duties. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there is ~ maxim which 
states: . 

"nobless oblige"- every position of honour 
has its duties. The hon. Leader, of the 
Opposition is prepared to fight for his rights 
but he is not prepared to dis-charge his duties 
as Leader of the Opposition. 

; I .· " 

• I ·.. ,~ 
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Assurr1ing, . Sir, that the statement made 
by the -Leader of the. Opposition is true, 
why did he not make this statement on the 
floor of this . House when the matter was 

. raised? His advocate on the occasion was 
no · less than hon. Tunji Olowofoyeku, 

. Member for Ilesha Urban, who said that 
we w"ere making a mountain of a mole hilL 
He said it was a "slight incident''.:. Why did 
he not explain, Sir, that it was as a result of 
the ·attitude of the Government to the Leader 
of the Opposition that made the Leader of the 
Op'position to leave the line. 

Not only that, Sir, I think, as a rule, I do 
not like to betray the confidence of my friend. 

·The hon. Leader of the Opposition, when he 
· stood on the line by my side as the Governor 
was . approaching,-! would not have said 
this, Sir, but I am compelled by circumstances 
beyond my control to say what I want to say 
now-I said we were going to be presented. 
I said that it is a tradition that on the State 
Opening of ParLiament certain Members of 
the Legislature are always presented to 
His Excellency. This is not the first 
occasion, Sir, the Leaders of Opposition 
are always presented and the predecessor of 
the present Leader of Opposition co-operated 

·so niuch with. this Government that his 
· position was enhanced more than in any part . 

of the Federation . . Then he said he was not 
shaking the Oni's· hand, but that he would 
only bow. I said "if you bow there is 
nothing wrorig in bowing" and he said he 
was going to the toilet. When the Leader 
of the Opposition left, what . happened? 
He ca~e t_o \~e fror:t bench of the Opposi~ion 
and sa~ W_Ithf wn. Olowofoyeku. There IS a 
photograph, Sir, which was taken of the hon. 

· Leader of the Opposition and hon. MelJlber 
for Ilesha Urban (Opposition Benches: How 
did you know that the picture was taken?). 

Then he made a statement for consultation . 
on major issues. If it is true ·that the Leader 
of the Opposition was quarrelling with the 
Goverhment for not taking him into confi
dence, why did he not put it up or lodge his 
complaints with the Premier? -Why was it 

·· that it was His Excellency that he wanted to 
· vent his spleen upon and slight the Governor? 

Why was that necessary? . Assuming, Sir, 
" ·that everything that he has said was true, 

why not walk up to His Excellency at 
Government Hill or to Governor's Office to 
explain it away? The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition had done none of these things . 

It 1s quite obvious, Sir, when the incident 
was raised on Wednesday last, the Leader of 
the Opposition was completely dumb-founded .. 

and he did not know what to say,, and the 
advocate was the hon. Member for Ilesha 
Urban who said it was a "slight incident"~·· - : · .·. 

I think, Sir, that wh~t has been said today 
is an afterthought. · The Leader of the 
Opposition having been / . condemneq by 
public opinion, by Members of the House of 
Chiefs·, by his · own back ' benchers 
(Opposition Benches: No! No!) .... ~ .I know, 
Sir, that erstwhile Members of the Opposition 
who heard about this incident were so · 
annoyed and felt that it should be taken up 
at -~ higher level. ·· ~ 

The fact', Sir, that . the Leader of the 
Opposition did not do anything to allay or to 
dispel the misapprehension of all of us on ' 
that day, as well as Members of the House of 
Chiefs, as well as His Excellency the 
Governor, showed that the act was deliberate, 
on his part. Having done all that, Sir, he 
now stood up on the floor of this House to 
make a statement which neither explains 
away what has happened nor contains any 
apologies to His Excellency the Governor. 
If . the hon. Lea.der of the Opposition was 
sincere in his protestation of loyalty to the 
person of Her Majesty's representative, 
namely, the Oni of Ife who. is Governor .of 
this Region, he should have said so in his 
speech and he would have included in his 
speech that he would take the next available 
opportunity to explain . the situation to His 
Excellency. That does not appear in him, 
neither . was there any apology . . 

Now, Sir, he spoke at length about 
assassination, oppression and the usual thing. 
Surely, Sir, all of us who are here now are 
mortals,_ We are bound. to die one day. Is 
it not true, Sir, in the Yoruba song: "Any 
boy ·or child who looks. at his mother's face 
is bound to enter hell of fire. ' Any child 
who despises his parents is bound to enter, 
into the hell of fire". That is the -Y aruba 
song which we were taught when we were 
young. We are living witnesses to the fact 
that any y0ung man who defies or disrespects. 
those who are older than him always ends his 
life ignominously. As a matter of fact, Sir, 
that has always been the guiding principle in 
my own life. How much I may disagree 
with anybody, I disagree on prinCiples not on 
personalities. I think, Sir, what I would 
like to leave for his consideration is that he 
ought to mend his ways (Mr Fani-Kayode: 
Thank you, Sir). 

Apart from the fact that th~ Oni of Ife is 
Governor of this Region, he has risen · to .his 
position · by reason that he was loved by 
his people. · Even in business, Sir, before he 
became the Oni of Ife, he was successful and 
apart from the fact that he is the Governor 
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Region by virtue of· his office he hyight of prosperity if the Government is 

h d f careful and wise in .her planning. It is not t e respect an courtesy o 
'"'"'"rr1n1> f enough to have a rich Government whose 0 us. 

have thought, Sir, that the fact citizens are poor. What we want is a 
·.the hon. Leader of the Opposition is . a Region . with contented cttlzens, whose 

from Ife- Ilah near · his paramount standards of living are high. 
, shol:Ild ·have made it much . easier for ' A Government may · be so· rich· to have 
to . walk straight to his paramount ruler enough money to waste over sending rockets 

~in 't away. Did he do so? (Govern- to the moon while her citizens are groaning 
>Y.IILHC.\: No). under abject poverty. That is not the 

quite sure, . Sir, that if a similar Government we want in Western Region. 
had arisen with any other Member .We want a Government that will create equal 

House; including the devil's advocate, opportunities for her citizens .. ... .. (interrup-
not have done it at all. · tions from Government Benches and cheers from 

the Opposition Benches) .... .. and raise their 
think, Sir, that the statement which the living standards. It does not appear to 

-Leader of -the Opposition made is me that industrialisation in Western Region 
ill-conceived and completely is actively directed towards this end.' In all 

(Uproar). ' the projects .iointly owned by foreign investors ,, 
' '.The Economy of Western Nigeria 

Mr. Ovi~su: Mr .Spe~~r,Sir, on Friday, 
·March, han. members of this House 
on a tour, visiting some of the Regipn's 

· 1 projects. One group went to 
Cement Factory while the other 

, visited Ikeja Industrial Estate. I was 
the group that visited Ewekoro and the 
-stressed Concr~te Factory at Abeokuta. 

~ We were , conveyed there 'in a comfortable 
' omnibus. The radio in the bus supplied 

dies. The approach· of our bus was 
heralded ·along the route·· by two active 
despatah riders of the Nigeria Police Force. 

I congratulate the Premier for the 
. excellent arrangement and for making it 

possible for · legislators to undertake such 
· ' useful trips while the House is in session. 

Outside the period of the session very few 
· would have had the opportunity of visiting 
... these projects. 

. After ·such visits one cannot resist the 
strong urge to commerit on what was seen 
or observed. First to spring to my mind 
was the hypocritical tendency of this Govern
ment. When Zik and Ojukwu, a few years 
ago, undertook an economic mission to 
U.S.A. and Europe with a view to attracting 
foreign capital investments into the Eastern 

. Region, this Government was loudest in its 
condemnation of such trips as tending 
towards the exchange of political freedom 
for economic servitude. Shortly after that, 
this . Government did exactly what they 
accused the Eastern . Regional Govern
ment of doing. It stands· to reason therefcre 
that this Government steals NCNC ideas " 
without paying the slightest compliments 
to :J the . NCNC Government for its 
dynamism. I strongly believe that ind.ustria-

and Government , agency-the W.N.D.C.
African workers are poorly paid. Labourers . 
are paid 3s 6d per day and other African· 
staff do not earn as much as their European or 
Israeli counterparts. Yet, unashamed, this
Government boasts that the minimum daily 
wage in the Region is Ss 10d per day. One 
may ask which ...... (cheers from Opposition) . 

(Government Benches: Where do they pay 
3s 6d? How do you know labourers are not 
paid Ss 10d per day in the Western Region?). 

Mr Oviasu: No labourer earns Ss 10dper 
day in the Western Region . .... . (wild znter'-
ruptions from the . Government Benches and 
loud and prolonged applause from the Opposition 
Benches) . 

Chief Oshuntokun: Point of Order, 
Mr Speaker, S!r, Standing Order No. 16 (1) 
which reads "A substantive motion for the 
adjournment of the House shall not be made · 
.. .... unless a Member rise in his place a~ 
that time and ask for leave to move · the 
adjournment for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public importance". 

I wonder whether vxhat ~y han. Friend is 
reading is of urgent public importance? 

Mr Speaker: You will then go on to 
move that the question be put. 

Chief Oshuntokun: Mr Speaker, Sir; 
I move that the question be now put. 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg . to second. 
Que>tion proposed. 
Question put and agreed to .. 
Qu ~st . (that the Hous_e do now adjourn) 

put and agreed to. 
Adjourned accordingly at . 2.30 p.m. until 

Tuesc/ay, 28th March, 1961, at 10.00 a.m. 

,• 

. ' , ~ 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

TUESDAY, 28TH MARCH,- 1961 
(The House met a(.10.20 a.m.) 

PRAYERS. 
(Mr Speaker in the Chair) . . 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
HOME AFFAIRS 

Catering Rest Houses 

10/56. Mr N. A. Adibi asked the Minister 
of Home Affairs how soon work would start 
on the Catering Rest . House at Ogbomosho, 
approval for which, it was understood, 
had been granted sometime ag'o. · 

The Parliamentary Secret~ry to the · 
.Minister · of Home ·Affairs (Mr J. G. 
. Adeniran): Government has not yet 
approved the establishment of a Catering 
Rest House in Ogbomosho. I am, however, 
aware of the need for such a Rest House in 
Oghomosho and the proposal to establish one 
is now being examined. As soon as a 
decision is taken ·by Government, . the 
hori. Member will be informed. 

JUSTICE 
Customary Courts 

10/62. Mr N. A~ Adibi asked the Minister 
of Justice and Attorney-General how many 
Customary Courts (Grades ' A, B, C and D) 
had so far been established in the Region, 
and who was responsible for the payments 
of the salaries of the Courts' Presidents and 
Assessors. 

. The Minister of Justice and Attorney
General (Chief S. 0. Ighodaro): Since 
the Customary Courts Law came into 
operation in Western Nigeria during 1957, 
nine Grade A, seventy-five Grade B, two 
hundred and forty-four Grade C and one 
hundred and thirty-four Grade D Customary 
Courts have been established in this Region. 
I.n addition, there are one · hundred and 

'': twenty-three Grade D Native Courts which 
· were deemed to be Customary Courts on the 

introduction of the Customary Courts Law 
in 1958. Arrangements to replace the last of· 
the deemed courts · and to establish new 
Customary Courts in their place are nearly 
complete. Altogetl).er, there are at the 
moment five hundred and eighty-five Custo-
mary Courts in the Region. . · 

~ Th0 tmlaries of Cu§tomary C(:)urt 
Presidents, Members and Assessors are paid 
by . the competent councils and court joint 
boards. 

Mr T. E. Igugu: Why does the Govern-. 
ment deem it fit to increase 'the number of 
Customary Courts Grade A from 'three . to 
nine? 

Chief Ighodaro: Mr Speaker, Sir, he 
must give notice to it to enable me 'to give 
a correct answer. 

Mr V.I. Amadasun: By the payment of 
these salaries to the Customary Courts 
Judges, insistence is being made ......... . 
(Government Benches: Are you asking a 
question or making a statement)._. .... to political 
system. 

Chief Ighodaro: Mr Speaker, Sir, he is 
not asking a question. (Loud cheers from 
Government Benches). 

Mr Amadasun: Are you not aware that 
by ·making the councils to pay the salaries 
of these Customary Courts Judges the whole 
thing is being made a political question? 

Chief Ighodaro: I am not aware of that. 
(Cheers from ·Government Benches). 

Mr Amadasun: How many of these . 
courts are being presided over by legal 
practitioners? ' 

·, 

Chief Ighodaro: Mr Speaker, Sir, to be· 
able to give an accur,ate answer to that 
question, I would like toh~ve notice. (Cheers 
from the Government Benches). · 

Mr Amadasun: We on this side of the 
House would like, and in fact, w'e want the 
minds of the Government to be as active as 
ever, 'so that they may be able to answer 'simple 

. questions without requiring notice . 

Difficulties of Customary Courts 

10/63. Mr N. A. Adibi asked the 
Minister of Justice and Attorney-General 
what difficulties, if any, were generally 
encountered by the Customary Courts and 
how they were surrhounted. 

Chief Ighodaro: As far as I am 
aware, difficulties facing the Customary 
Courts a'r'e difficulties of language, transport 
and inadequate court buildings. As · the · 
hon. l\1ember may be aware, the Customary 
Courts Manual is written in English and a 

· few Presidents and Members of Grades "C" 
and "D" courts are not literate in English. 
One way in which this difficlJlty · i$ l:>cin~ . 
surmounted is thrcmgh n series 6£ traihing 
courses' held annually throughout the ~egion 
at which Supervising Authorities and some 
barristers · explain in the vernacular the . 
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· · ons of the Custom,ary Courts Law and 
Courts Rules. Arrangements are 

decisiom of the customury courts und that 
that must be sufficient proof that justice does 
not appear to be done? . . · 

hand or the translation of the "Notes for Chief Igh odar o: Mr ·Speaker Sir, . I 
Guidance" .at pages 1 to 21 of the Customary am not aware that there is always· appeal 
Courts Manual i11to some of the approved from every __ judgment of the . customary 

· · ·······(interruptions from the CO!-lrts . That question Sir, is a deliberate 
··'"'·''"""'vosition Benches ...... what are the approved attempt to mislead this House. vVe . are

.···· .and a start is being made however very anxious that people should be 
Y oruba. A · Committee to do the allowed to exercise their -rights of appeal, if 

oruba translation has already been set up. · they are not satisfied . with the decision of a 
Transport difficulty' is being actively court. 

· tackled and many Customary Courts Pr.es- What is the Minister of Justice to be 
id~nts can now apply to their competent . · ashamed of? The man in the Magistrate 
councils and court joint _boards· for, and may Court, or in the High _ Court, is he not 

·be gn;mted, motor vehicle advances provided holding an office of justice and as long as 
' they satisfy the conditions laid down in the justice is done, that gives satisfaction to the 
Customary Court Members (Conditions of Government. · ' 

-~. Service) Regulations, 1960. (Western Re-
.gion Legal Notice 239 of 1960). Mr J. 0. Abioshun: As the Minister has 

~ just said that many of these customary court 
With regard inadequate court buildings, judges are illiterates, it appears in many 

competent councils and court joint boards customary courts that the clerks of the courts . 
are putting up new court buildings within will do most of the work. I do not know 
the limits of ' their financial resources. whether the Minister will think it fit to make· 
It is expected that most of the dilapidated it rotational, that is, transferring one clerk 
native court halls in which some customary 
courts continue to hold their .sessions would from one district t9 another. When they are 
have disappe_ ared by 1966. · permanent, they may not dispense justice. 

Mr A. T. Rer ri: 
vernaculars? 

Which are the approved 

Chief Ighodaro: We have started with 
Y 6ruba and we intend to add soyVe other 
languages like Benin, possibly Sobo ........ . 
.... . . (interruptions from the Opposition Benches: 
we do not want Sobo ...... ). 

Mr T. E. Igugu: I would like to know 
what the Minister of Justice and Attorney
General is doing to c'reate the . impression 
that our Customary Courts Judges appear 
to do justice because;' not only must justice 
be. done but it must also appear to be done? 

Chief Ighodaro: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
there is nothing that shows that our Custo
mary Courts Judges have failed to do justice. 
All m embers are doing their full best and 
when we consider the ' difficulties that these 
people encounter we all _ agree that it is only 
an infinitesimal part .. . (shouts of ·"you are 
not correct") ...... (cheers from Government 
Benches) . .. . .. That is another proof that the 
Customary Courts are doing justice ade
quately. On the question that not only 
must justice be done but it i.nust appear to 
be done, I will simply say that it is a fact 
that justice has been done, is being done, 
and appears also to be done .... .. (prolonged 
cheers from Government Benches .... .. ). 

Mr Amadasun: Is the Minister not 
aware that there are appeals in almost all 

E 

(Several Gov_ernment Benches: That is not 
a question!) 

The Minister of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi): On point of order. Standing 
Order 14 (3) "A question shall not contain 
arguments, inferences, opinions, imputations, 
epithets or controversial, ironical or offensive 
expressions; or be based upon hypothetical 
cases; nor shall a Question refer to Debates 
or Answers to Questions in the current 
Session" . The han. ·gentleman was making 
a statement and not asking a question . . 

Mr Speaker: My rulin'g on th.at is· that 
the han. gentleman loses 'his chance of asking 
that supplementary question. 

Mr Amac!asun: Mr Speaker Sir, I 
want to know from the Minister the 
arrangement Government has in hnnd to 
make Presidents who are about eighty years 
old surmount the difficulty of illiteracy. 

Chief Ighodaro: Mr Speaker Si:r, I 
don't think there is any of our Presidents of 
customary courts who is over eighty . . If 
I am aware of it, I will know how best to 
answer that questio~. 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE 

Promotion of Laboratory Staff 
10/183. Chief A. Adekeye asked the 

Minister of Health and Social Welfare 
whether it was true -that there had been no 

.· .. ;.,.:. 

., 
:j} 
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promotions made in the j1.mior segment of the 
laboratory services of the Region within the 
last two years. 

Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare 
(Mr J. A. Ogunmuyiwa): . Mr Speaker Sir, 
it is· not true that promotion has not been 
made in this section. . In fact, two officers 
are promoted on the salary scale of B 4 on the 
1st of April, 1960. 

INFORMATION 

Information on Current Affairs 

l0/193. Mr D : A. Popoola asked the 
Minister of Information through what means 
his Ministry hopes to impart information 
on current affairs to the people in the remotest 
parts of the Region. ~~ . 

The · Minister of Information (Chief 
E. A. A. Fadayiro): It is no longer a hope, 
but indeed a reality, that for many years the 
Government of Western Nigeria has imparted 

. information on current affairs to the people 
of Western Nigeria both in the urban and 
in the rural areas . . This is done through its . 
many information media which include film 
shows, weekly radio and televisio11 
programmes, a weekly newspaper, a quarterly 
illustrated magazine and other publications 
on the activities .of the Government of 
:Western Nigeria. 

The Ministry of Information has thirty 
·:· .. information centres throughout the Region 

· where .various publications are made available 
to the general public. · The Ministry also 
runs forty cinema vans and six cinema barges 
all over the Region. In addition, the 
Ministry has supplied television sets to most 
of . the Secondary Grammar Schools, 
Secondary Modern Schools, Teacher Train
ing Colleges and other Government Institu
tions in the areas at present served by 

·W.N.T.V. Through these, films produced 
by the Ministry _and a 'large stock of films 
p.roduced in other parts of the world are 
shown regularly in all parts of the Region. 
Curre.nt news · items are relayed on the 

·public address equipment attached to cinema 
vans and barges. A weekly newspaper, ·the 
Western · News and. a quarterly magazine 
Western Nigeria Illustrated circulate in all 
p·arts o£ the Region. · 

JUSTICE 
Magistrate's Courts 

10/15. Mr Popoola asked the 
Minister of Ju$tice and Attorney-General 
~hy three of the five Magistrate Courts are 

situated at Onireke and what arrangements 
are being m.ade to improve the condition of 
these courts. 

Chief Ighodaro: Mr Speaker Sir, there 
are now six Magistrates' Cou.rts in lbadan 
owing to increase in the volume of work. 
Three of these courts are at Onireke because 
it has not been easy to obtain more suitable 
accommodation elsewhere.· The Magistrate's 
Courts formerly at Agodi and .Oke-Ado have 
now been removed to the old Provincial 
Office at Akinloye Road (formerly Leaf Road) 
which has been converted to accommodate 
three Magistrate's Court.s. · 

Adequate provision has been made by the 
Government to provide suitable accomtnoda
tion for these Courts, and the new 
Magistrate's Courts building to be· erected. 
at a cost of £200,000 has been started. 

EDUCATION . 

Employ~ent for ' 

Modern III School Leavers 

10/18. Mr S. A. Sanni asked the 
Minister of Education in view of the fact 
that a large number of boys and girls who· 
have · successfully completed Modern III 
are yet unemployed what steps are being 
taken by the Ministry of Education to 
improve the situation. 

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
of Education (Mr R. A. Olusa): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I am not aware that a number of 
boys and giils who have successfully comple
ted the 'Secondary Modem III' course are yet 
unemployed. (Shouts of Ah! Ah!! from the 
Opposition Benches). 

Opportunities for employment · for this 
class . of school leavers are avail~ in the 
Civil Service and · in Teacher Training '·· 
Colleges. Opportunities of further profe:s
sional ., and vocational . training are also 
available to them in Trade Centre and 
Schools of Nursing. In addition, it is 
expected that they will take full advantage 
of the Farm Settlement Scheme which is 
being vigorously pursued · by_ my honourable 
Friend, the · Minister of Agriculture and 
Nat1;1ralResources. 

Mr Adeoye Adisa: I will like to ask the 
hon. Minister whether he has made inquiries 
from the Employment Exchange in lbadan ·as 
regards the number of people registered as 
unepployed. If not, why not? · 

' . 
M l' Olusa : I require notice of that 

question. 
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Mr G. I. Oviasu: - That reply is not 
satisfactory, Ma.y I ask what . Rmmgements · 
are made for the employment of Secondary · 
Modern School leavers for their absorption 
into the services of Western Nigeria? 

The Minister of Education (Dr 
S. D. Onabamiro): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
.arrangements are being made to employ 
Modem Schoolleavers in the services of this 
Region. For that purpose, they have to 
take an examination, which was taken on the 
4th of March. For that purpose they had to 

. ·pay a fee (Opposition Benches: £1) earlier- in 
the month. A large number of these·· 
school leavers have taken the examination on 

, the 4th of ·March. The following appoint
ments ·are awaiting them: Stenographer-in
Training for girls; Agricultural Assistants in 

>. Training, Veterinary Innoculators, Clet:ical. 
· .Assistants, etc. · I have mentioned three or 

.. four, but there are ,eight ·different vocations, 
waiting for the Secondary Modem School 
leavers who successfully 'pass the examination. 

HOME AFFAIRS 
Catering Rest Houses 

10/19. Mr S. A. . Sanni asked the 
Minister of Horne Affairs the number and 
the· locations of the Catering Rest Houses in 
the Western Region. 

· The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister oflnformation (Mr S. A. Okeya): 
There are eight -catering rest houses in the 
Region and these are located at · Ibadan, 
Ijebu-Ode, · Abeokuta, Oshogbo, Akure, 
Benin, Asaba .. and Warri. Work on the 
buildings of others is expected to be 
completed soon. ' 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, Stand
ing Order 15 (3): 

"Questions shall be taken on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
provided that except as provided in 
paragraph· ( 4) of this Order no Question 
shall be taken after 10.30 a.m,." 

Mr Speaker: The Standing Order raised 
by the Leader _of the House is in order. 
We shall put a 'stop to ' the Questions here 
and now. 

The Leader of th'e · Opposition '(Mr 
R. A. Fani-Kayode): ''Mr Speaker, Sir, 
there are some important questions, which the 
Minister might give consideration for asking. 
There is· n political demise; death of one 
Member of the Opposition. 

Mr Speaker: That 1s out of order. 
·Political death should be announ,ced · on 
political soap-boxes. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: I am sorry, Sir. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION · 
Mr S. 0. Akerele: Mr 'Speaker, Sir, 

in .accordance with the wishes of my constit
uents in Ife-Ila North, reinforced by my 
own personal conviction, I am today resign
ing from the ;NCNC and declaring for tpe 
Action Group ..... . (cheers from the Govern
ment Benches and jeers from . the Oppo
sition Benches) .... .. The mandate to cross . 
to the Government side .... .. (prolonged inter-
ruptions . ..... ) 

Mr Speaker: I am compelled to remind· 
Members of their behaviour in this House 
and also to remind you of my powers that 
not only could I ask .a stranger out of the 
honourable House ·but also Members who 
misbehave because all that the hon. Member 
has been saying I could not hear because of 
the noise of the other hon: Members. In 
any case, I can assure you that I shall use 
my powers, if necessary. Will the hol'l:. 
Member for Ife-Ila North star~ again; .start 
from the beginning. 

Mr J. 0. Omokowajo.: · Mr -Speaker, Sir, · 
point of Order, Order No. 27 (2): A member 
shall not read his speech. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
hon. Member is ignorant of the Order of 
this House; this comes under personal · 
explanation. (Laughter). 

Mr Akerele: Mr Speaker, Sir, in accord
ance with the wishes of my constituents in 
Ife-Ila North, reinforced by my own personal 
conv1ct10n, I am today resigning from 
the NCNC and declaring for the A.ction 
Group of Nigeria. In consequence, I will 
shortly be moving to the Government 
side of this honourable House. The mandate 
to cross to the Government side was formally 
given to me yesterday at a special meeting 
of the Ila District Council. 

This change is an inevitable culmination of 
the series of failures of the NCNC to live 
up to what is expected of a national and 
patriotic party. These failures become even 
more apparent when the glowing virtues· of 
the Action Group are set . against them. 
Without wasting time, Sir', I will enumerate 
S0me of the NCNC shortcomings which 
ought to make all reasonable people denounce 
the Party. 

Firstly, Sir, the attitude of· the NCNC to . 
tradition leaves much to b'e desired. The 
Obas and Chiefs are the fathers of the people. 
They constitute a great influence in the 

. ~ 

,. . . )~ 

. ...... 
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(MR AKERELE] 
Western Region in particular and m the 
Federation of Nigeria in general. · No Party 
which does not pay due respect to them can 
succeed. The NCNC has no respectable 
policy for these fathers - and · the Party 
continues to lose their support. Speaking 

. for my pe.ople iri .Illa, Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
would say that we respect traditional institu

. tion a great deal. In actual fact, we cannot 
be otherwise disposed because we are 
pure and unadulterated children of Oduduwa. 

party therefore, which treats our 
tional fathers with disr~spect and con

cannot enjoy the support of the 
.llla people for long. 

Mr Oviasu: Order 17 ''By the indulgence 
of the' Iiouse, and the leave of Mr Speaker a 
Member may make a personal ' explanation 
although there be no question before the 

·' · House; but no controversial matter may be 
brought forwa'rd nor may Debate arise upon 
tlje explanation. The terms of the proposed 
statement shall be submitted in extenso to 
Mr Speal~er when his leave to make it ·is 
sought". 

Mr Speaker, Sir, by discrediting the 
activities of the NCNC, he is raising a 
controversial issue· and therefore I consider 
that the' matters being ·read by the hon. 
Member for Illa North is out of order. 

' (interruptions). -

Chief Odebiyi: Apart from the fact 
that Standing Order 17 . gave power to 
Mr Speaker to allow any Member to make a 
personal .explanation, it is the practice and 
tradition of this House for a man to refer to 
the activities of the other Party when , he 
wants to change his seat in the House and 
therefore he has the right to do so. (interrit.P'-
tions). ·· .. 

Mr Speaker: I agree that controversial 
matters must not be stated in a matter of this 
nature. I do believe-that the hon. Gentleman 
has not brought up any matter that is cqntro
versial. · 

Mr Oviasu: Point of Order, Sir ......... 
(what order, sit down ...... interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: I have given my verdict on 
the controversiality or otherwise and as 
such will the hon. Gentlert1an cohtinue? 

contempt of the exalted office of the Governor 
was perpetrated by an' hon. member from 
Ife. My people took a very great exception 
to this assault 10n the spiritual head "of the 
Yorubas and have decided with one voice that 
I should resign from the NCNC forthwith. 
One may also recall the deplorable way in 
which "the Ilesha Urban District Council 
treated His Highness the Owa of Ilesha and 
President of the Houze of Chiefs. Unless 
the NCNC adopts a respectable policy 
towards our fathers, they will continue. to 
lose support daily. ·· 

Secondly, Mr Speaker, Sir, there is too 
much internal wrangling within the NCNC 
rank and file. Instead of the Party to face 
their political opponents, they continue to 
quarrel among themselves like mad dogs. 
In Oyo, for instance, you find Chief Afolabi 
and his faction waging war against Ashamu 
and his faction; i:p Lagos, you find honourable 
J. M. Johnson anq his faction and the local 
Chairman of the Party in a bitter warfare; in 
Abeokuta, after Mrs Kuti and her faction had 
annoyinglY' launched anotheF political party 
we again find Chief Akande and his faction 
and. Mr Fashanu and his faction embark on . 
inter-party skirmishes. 

Here in Ibadan, the Agbaje versus Adisa 
episode is still green in our memory. The 
most shameful of ·all internal wranglings l.s 
that, hon. Fani-Kayode as the Chairmap of 
the Party's Western Working Committe 
does not see eye to eye with Barrister Shofola, 
the Secretary of the Committee. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: ' On point of Order, 
Sir, Standing Order Nq. 2. "The pro
ceedings and debates of the · House shall be in 
the English language" (laughter) . The hon. 
Gentleman is . speaking in Chinese! (laugh-
ter). · 

Mr Speaker: The order cited by the 
Leader of Opposition is in OJ;.der but does 
not apply to this case before the House. 

( Gov~rn'-nzent benches: Shame, shame). 
. ' \ 

· Mr · Akerele: The last straw that 
broke the camels back , was the disrespect 
shown by hon. Fani-Kayode to our venerable 
father and Governor of this Region, Sir, 
Adesoji Aderemi, on Wednesday last. My 
pe?ple were shocked to learn that such a 

Mr Akerele: Hon. Fani-Kayode being 
a product of the dynamic Action Group 
Pary attempted to improve the NCNC but, 
alas, all his innovation fell on barren ground 
and today Fani himself has become adapted 
to the uneviable set-up in the NCNC. 
Indeed, to make the NCNC rule Nigeria is 
to make Nigeria another ' Congo (shame, 
shame). 

Thirdly, S ir, the NCNC has no plan 
whatsoever. There is not one subject on 
which the NCNC has a clear-cut policy. 
Planlessness in a developing society. like 
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ours, is dangerous and could only · lead to 
and social discontent. ·Take for 

the question of the growing un
in this country. In the labour 

Mr Speaker, . Sir, the .supply is 
l_ll9rea:smgl) · becoming greater than the 
'"u1au,.1. . But the Action Group Govern-

.· forbid (amen). The present set up whereby 
the NCNC is under the thumb c.f the NPC 
in the Federal Coalition· Government is 
bound to be NCNC.'s highest achievement 
in the political history of · this country. The 
next Federal Government . will, · by the . 
grace of God, he formeP, by the dynamic 
Action Group Party. (Government Benches: 

' of, this Region has been facing the 
~"uau<;a~:c: resolutely. This dynamic Govern

hear, hear, sure sure). · 
. Sixthly, Mr Speaker, Sir, the. NCNC 
deceives · its followers into taking irre-created many employment oppor

in all fields. There are · Farni 
••n;Luo;;;uts and - Farm Institutes which 

thousands of school leavers each year. 
in Ikej'a is an Industrial Estate which 
daily and empl"oys more hands thereby. 

,:Mr Speaker, this honourable House 
has the opportunity of visiting some of 

establishments. which are bound to 
rft\l''"Lu.u<>,·,uu those who in the past were fond of 

__ sponsible actions only t? neglect those 
followers whenever they find themselves in 
the grip of the law. It is not considered the 
duty of the party leaders to render assistance 
to members in." need. Many of the party_ 
followers are now in prison either because 

. they were not given legal aid at all or because 
the party refused to pay fines imposed . upon 

the Action Group Gove.rnment of 
Region. . . . · · · 

Fourthly, Sir, the NCNC is a party which, 
decryip.g tribalism verbally, makes . 

ism . . its rule of practice. All the 
-'""'"'"'"t,...,'· t' Federal offices of the Party ar~ 

. them as alternative to imprisonment. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, there is . no easier road to 
poverty than to join the NCNC (hear, hear, 
shame, shame). Any wealthy man who joins ' 
the NCNC finds himself as poor as a church 
rat within twelve calendar months. 

_ ·reserved . for one . tribal group. 
accident, . it was the tum of Chief · 

Fadahunsi to ·lead the Party, these 
departed from the Party's Constitu

.tion and ' created a new and impotent office · 
·for the poor . old- man. In the Federal 
Coalition, after the lion and most h,r~rative 

. share of appointments had gone to the NPC 
-one should have thought that the "crumbles 

fell from the table" would be equitably 
by all NCNC followers no matter 

they come from. But what do we 
. We find the Western NCNCers 

, neglected in the distribution of 
. patronage and -offices. Whereas these Wes

tern. NCNCers contribute as much to the 
growth of the party as their Eastern counter

. parts. 
Fifthly, :tyir Speaer, Sir, the NCNC 

makes false propanganda the instrument of its ' 
policy. The party leaders promise total 
abolition of taxes which they in private 
admit to be impracticable. They declared 
that the Western Goverp.ment was going. to 
be dissolved by the Federal Government but 
we have heard ' the Feder-~1 Prime Minister 
himself confess that the Federal Government 
has no . power to dissolve ariy Regional 
Government. · As if the electorate have not 
become disgusted with the party's false 
propaganda, its leaders ' now talk of the 
extension of Lagos boundary. How can ·a 
party which does · not settle down on any 
genuine"' and construct'ive policy ever rule 
Nigeria? I say, M r Speaker , Sir, God 

' · 

Mr Speaker, Sir·, the vic~s of the NCNC 
defy exhaustion and . it is better . to stop 
enumerating them at this stage. . But I must 
add, Sir, that, with effect fror,n yesterday, 
the Illa District Council of which by the 
Grace of God I am the Chairman, has 
become an Action Group controlled council. 
The Ilia people are unanimous on this. 
There is today, by the grace of God, not a 
single NCNCer in Illa. (hear, hear). The 
Action Group enjoys one hundred per cent 
support of my people with effect from 
yesterday. (hear, hear). The NCNC should 
take note of that' . 

Finally, Mr Speaker, Sir (Opposition . 
Benches : Not yet, keep reading your notes) 
(laughter). 

Finally, Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to 
emphasise that I? am merely resigning from 
the NCNC as a party. I am not resigning 
my seat in this honourable House at all. 
(laughter). As a matter of fact, I do not 
intend to resign my seat in this House until 
the life of the . whole House is constitu
tionally brought to an end . in 1965. · I 
repeat, Mr Speaker, Sir, I do' not intend ·to 
resign my seat until the life of this honourable 
House constitutionally ends. 

With these few remarks Mr Speaker 
I beg to join my colleagues opposite . . . It is 
my sincere hope that more Opposition 
Members of · this honourable House will · 
shortly sP.e the light · and leave the sinking 
ship of the NCNC for that of the pushful 
and dynamic Action Group of Nigeria. 
(long applause). 

, I 
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(Mr Akerele was esa?rted from the Opposi
tion side to the Goven1ment side by thl Leader 
of the House and · the Government Chief 
Whip). (Long ·applause and long shouts of 

·shame, shame). 

BUSI;NESS MO'l'IONS . 
Suspension ·of Standing Order 4 (2) 

. ' 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to· move that Standing Order No. 4 (2) be 
suspended this day to allow · the House to 

·continue sitting after 1 p.m. if necessary. 

The Minister of Health . and Social 
Welfare (Chief J. 0. Osuntokun): I 
beg ~o second. 

· Question proposed. 

Questio_n put and agreed to. 

:Suspension of Standing Order 18 (b) . 

Chier' Odebiyi: Mr Speaker Sir, I beg 
:t:O' move that S~anding Order 18 (b) be 
suspended this day to enable Government 
business to take precedence over Private 
Members' business. 

·Chief Osuntokun: · I beg to second. 
Question proposed. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: I think that the 

Chief Odebiyi: I want to assure the 
Leader of Opposition that I only moved . 
it so that we may allow the Attorney-General 
tO have time tO make hiS Speech, "' I 

Question put and agreed to. 

ORDERS OF Tlr£ DAY AND 
NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Volume VII of the Revised Edition 
of the Laws of Western Nigeria 

Chief Ighodaro: Mr Speaker, Sir, .I beg 
to move the Motion standing in my name- . 

"That this House do now authorise 
His ExceUency, the Governor, in· accord
ance with sub-section (3) of section 10 
of the Revised Edition of the Laws Law, 
1959, to bring into force by Proclamation 
that part of the Revised Edition of the Laws 
of Western Nigeria as is comprised in 
Volume VII thereof which has now been 
completed and published". .. 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, as Members will 
remember, a resolution was pa~sed by the 
House at its sitting on the 23rd Noyember. 
1960, authorising His Excellency the 
Governor ' to bring into force Volumes 
.I-VI of the Revised Edition of the Laws of 
this Region which had at that time been 
completed and published. As a result of 
that resolution the first six volumes of the 
Revised .. Edition were brought into force• on 
the 1st December, 1960, by Proclama~ion of 
His Excellency published as W.N.L.N. 
400 of 1960. 

Government, is putting the private Members 
i~ a very difficult · position: If Govern
ment is . able to bring its .Billl?, its Motions, 
everyday· of. the week and this day is the 
only day given for ptivate Members' business, 
I see no reason whatsoever for Government 
t<;> take ' upon itself again to deprive private 
Members the only day of the week set The present · Motion which is brought 
aside for them. But Sir, if the Government before. the House in accordance with sub
and the Members opposite and party members _ section (3) of section 10 of. the Revised · 
the.re ~r~ .. willing to assure me and assure the ' Edition of the La~s. Law, .1959, is for - ~he 
OpposltH)n that later in the day t~ey will 1 _purpose of authonsmg H1s Excellency to 
come to · the floor of this - House to offer _ bring the seventh and last volume of the ' · 

· their _ condolence .· to us for the political Revised Edition into force by Proclamation. · 
demise of one of our members we shall have It became necessary to delay the completion · 

.no objection to their using private Members' of Volume VII when the new Constitui~ons 
day·for their purpose (laughter). of the Federation and the Regions which 

came into force <;m the 1st October, 1960, 
had to be substituted for the pre-Independ
ence Constitution of Nigeria which was . 

:Chief Osuntokun: The Leader of the 
Opposition has our sympathies (laughter). 

Mr F~ni-Kayode: May his soul rest in 
pea'ce (laughter), 

· The Premier (Chief S. L. Akintola): 
Mr Speaker Sir, it is our duty to sympathise 
with•those who are bereaved and at the same 
time we .have the right to ask them to rejoice . 
with us when we ·have ca~se to rejoice. 
Our condolep.ces go to the Leader -of the 
Opposition and, Sir, I urge them to rejoice 
with me for -my . rank has increased by one . 
(hear, hear, hear). 

· originally to have appeared in that Volume: 
As now revised, Volume VII contains , 
Imperial Statutes and Orders in Council 
which are iri' force in this Region and·i 
subsidiary legislation made thereunder. The·· 
volume is divided into five Parts. Part I . 
contains the Nigeria Independenc~ Act, 1960, · ·• · 
and the Nigeria (Constitution) Order , in ; 
Council, 1960; Part II contains Subsidiary ' 
legislation made under the pre-Independence · 
Constitution and still in force; Part II( 
contains . laws . rela~ing , to appeals to ·the :.· 
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·~ .: ·pk ry Co~ncil; ·'Part rv contai~s Imperial ·· 'Most of the drivers have .ih/ belief that 
Statut~s and Part V contains Imperial Orders the worst that the Cqurt could do is to impose 
in Council. · . · a fine or to sentence them to. a sniall term of 

1'Mr Speaker, Sir, I be~ to move. Imprisonment. As soon as an accident occurs 
· .. , and the driver is safe, you find hi:m on the 

,:\;The Minister of . Economic Planning roadside smoking cigarette, no matter how 
, . and-Community Development (Oba C. D: serious the casualties may be . . 
t~~ran): Mr Speal<e~·r, Sir, I beg to second. In J ariuary 1956, during th~ visit of Her.· 

· ' Question proposed. Majesty the Queen Elizabeth II to Nigeria, 
~. ~·, Question pitt and _agreed to. there was a motor accident in a part of 

· •1'· · · ·· · Ekiti in which about twenty-three · school 
~· BEGISLATION TO. REDUCE RATE OF children lost theii:-' lives. These children 
~ t . t ···.:. · ROAD ACCIDENTS · might have been future Zik, or Awo, but 

~~r.·. · they went to the graves. 
' · :.~·.; Alhaji B. 0. Fawehimi: Mr Speaker, 
!f. '{'ir.J .beg to move the Motion' standing in my I appeal to all Members of the House to 

support this Motion and when it is passed 
~~·>?am~. 
; } ., "That in view of the increasing death 

r~te .. ;due to motor ., accidents occurring 
almost daily in . the Federation of Nigeria, 

. · a law should be passed by this hon. 
it . House approving the automatic revocation 
f' ·: .. 

1 

6f the driving licence of an individual who r .. ·." has tWice,been convicted in a Court ofLaw 
l.: :. of negligent and ,reckless driving". .. 
!'.: ,Mr Speaker, Sir, ,if a 'Law is· enacted it will 
:., certainly, be a help and big advantage to us 
~ all who . are forced by; circumstances to be 

travellers from ·place to place in cars and 
~. lorries · and I believe that it· will earn the 
,, unreseryed support of this · Hon. House . 
' and the members· of ·, the public, white, 
·' or black, rich or poor,, high and low. 

' " 

' '. ' ·::He ~ho has been once ~nfortU_nate to ,see the 
ghastly scene of a motor acc1dent or . who 
has lost a relative through motor accident 
will · not hesitate to give an unflinching 

. support to; this Motion. . And again,. it will 
be a creditable initiative on the part of this 
Regional Government ' and it will certainly 
he' an assurance to the members of the public 
·that the Government · cares very much for 
· their safety and general welfare. 

~_,:: .. If ·the law· is: effective, it' wil1 further 
• minimise the frequency of road accidents, 
.: inany . of which are . due to a disregard of 
:Jrdad signs' and· lack · of consideration for other 
~~~·road users· becimse' majority gf the drivers in 
"· the·· Federation are~ illiterates. . · 
y . .• ! . . 

Through the drivers' negligent arid reckless 
·driving, rriany ·school children going about 

·• on · holidays have lost their lives · to the 
irreparable and perpetual grief of the parents 
concerned. In · Ibadari alone in 1959 (904) 
and 1960 (974). · 

I \ : \ " ~ ' ·~ ~· • ' ' I ' 

) \tiany men .and womeri traders travelling · 
about in the Federation have also been sent 
to · the · graves; without any · previous sign of 
sickness, suddenly and ·untimely. 

into law it will be to the benefit of us all, · 
especially we parliamentarians who travel 
about. ·Most drivers do not care for human 
lives. You will remember that when we went 
on Parliamentary Delegation to Ikeja we saw · 
many examples of reckless driving. Accidents 
~ill be minimised when there is legislation. 

Last year when I went to Arabia I was 
surprised to find that throughout" our travel 
I could not see any single motor accident 
on the way. There were so many cars and 
lorries and yet no accident. Upon enquiry 
I was told that if any driver kills a man he 
would go in for it and it was usually capital 
punishment. · Bes;ause of that drlvers were · 
always very careful. No single accident was 
reported in the Arabian Papers. 

M.r Speaker, Sir, with these . few reasons, 
I beg to move. 

Mr M. A.i Fetug~: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg . 
to .second. The Motiori is non-controversial, 
considering the rate of road accide~ts in this 
country. · 

Question proposed. 

·The Minister of Works and Transport 
(Chief S. 0. Sogbein): :Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to IT-love an amendment- -

· "That this hon. House recommends to' 
the appr9priate Authority the proposal for . 
the award of certificate · of distinction to 

" those careful drivers who. over a given 
. period of time have neither been involved 
in accidents not have been convicted of· 
negligent and reckless driving by any court; 
and similarly, th.at this J1o1,1se recommends 
the au'tomatic revocation of licences of such 

· drivers who have been convicted for series 
of accidents involving loss of lfves." 

Mr Spe~ker Sir, there are good as well as 
bad drivers ~ If we want to <.;ncourage them 
we should encourage those of them_ who are 

' ' 
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>1 ~ .> good as well as bringing those of them who are 
·''lot ·bad_to·hoc:>k. ·we all travel on roads. There -· 
~- are many lives 'lost. I think if we. begin t~ 

give ·certificates of good·· driving, we shail 
have less accidemts. 

·: 'Tl,le' farliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural 

1 · .Resources (Alhaji Z. A. Opaleye): I beg 
· · to ·second. 

Alhaji Faw.ehimi: Mr Speaker Sir, 
I approve the amendment. 

· Amendment proposed . . 

. Mr Popoola: . I rise to support the 
amendment of the legislation to reduce the 
rate of accidents so ably moved by the hon. 

• the Minister ·of Works ' and Transport. 
In the first place, it is quite evid~nt that it is 

.. due, I' be~ieve, to give respect to many drivers 
'J.,who are conscientious and painstaking," and 
in the. Motion the Hon. the Minister should 
not forget to 'give certificates of credits 

·to those drivers who are conscien-
tious in their work. · Many drivers ' are very 
careful and they h'ave a number of years of 
accident-free driving. Most of them have 
been most kind to passengers and therefore 
these kind drivers are worthy of commen
dation. There are some drivers who care . 
little for the_lives of. the passengers they carry. 
They also care little for the property they 
carry whether their own or others'. Some 
'reckless drivers would get drunk, dead 
drunk, before they start driving and they feel 
that . being drunk they drive best. In 
addition, there are some drivers who get 
indulged in other traffic offences like smoking 
'while driving. This is the sort of un
scrupulous driver who gives the nation a lot 
of trouble with motor accidents every now and 
then. .Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to _support the 
amendm~nt. 

. Mr .A. E. E. Atohengbe: Although the 
" ).Vlotion is not all that controversial, I like to 

·say that it is ambiguous and far-fetched in that 
the hon. the Mover has failed to stipulate 
whether the revocation of the licence is 
for life or for a period of time. I should like· 
to ask the hon. the Mover to clear this point. · 

Alhaji Fawehimi: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
in view of the nature of the amendment 
I beg to withdraw .the motion in favour of 

.; the amendment '(Clapping). · 

. Mr Amadasun: · Mr Speaker, Sir, he is 
very lucky to h~ve withdrawn it before I 
have to make my comments because the origi,.. 
nal Motion, according to what has been said, · 

·is not very clear. · 

!• 

Mr Speaker Sir, I want to rriake a very 
brief reference. (Interruptions). 

Mr Spe:;tker: But you will not refer to it 
agam. 

Mr . Amadasun: Now Mr Speaker Sir, 
I rise to support the amendment which of 
course was very unintelligently made by the 
Minister of Works. 

!~. ~..r : ~ - ,.f r-

Mr Speaker: I beg your pardon ......... -.. 

Mr Amadasun: I mean the system of-it;:;. 
I don't mean the Minister is unintellig~n,t~ . 
(Interruptions). ...... 

Government Bench: It is my opinion Sir, that 
the hon. Mr Amadasun has challenged the 
authority of the Speak.er.) . · , · ·, , 

·-
Mr Speaker: My ruling is that the lion . 

Member has not shown any d_isrespect to x:ne. /· 
.. ~. 

Mr Amadasun: The amendment Sir .:·' 
is a good. amendment in that it is c'onfined t6\;·; ~: 
the Western Region. It is a fact that many-'·'··· 
illustrious sons have lost their lives ·through . :. · · 
road accidents, and Mr Speaker Sir, it is not '·· 
sufficient for the . Government to amend the .-
orig~nal Motion on the · strength that ·only··. 
certificates of honour shpuld be given to good;( 
drivers. It should be ,_sufficient that the'; 
Government of this Region should have to ~=. 
make arrangements wh~reby drivers should ··:' 
be efficiently trained for driving' their motor ~: 
lorries. In that way it is necessary for the ·:: 
Government to consider the establishment '; · 
of a driving school; a school for drivers where 
drivers will have to be taught the way of 
driving lorries, ........ .... ( ... Interruptions) ..... . 
Government Benches: You mean motor driving · 
schools? Now about that Mr Speaker; Sir, 
the Government must consider other ways 
whereby the accidents on ·roads. should be 
lessened. For instance if you travel along 
Trunk A roads yoU' will see that many of th~se 
roads and bridges are very narrow. I tis the duty 
of your Government to impress upon the Fed
eral Government to see ~hat· these roads 
are widened. The same thing applies to 
Trunk B ,roads. The roads and the bridges 
should be widened. 

Now in addition to this Sir, it is also t.he 
duty of the Goveriunent to see · that 
good police officers are placed in charge of 
traffic control points. Many of these traffic 
officers are corrupt. If .you check 'on the 
roads, many of the drivers are illiterates. 
They don't know road signs. As I was 
made to understand, it is a rule that 
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[MR AMADASUN] 

before a licence IS given to a driver, that 
driver must be literate. B].lt it is a big 
shame to the Government of the Western 
Region ........ . (Interruptions). 

(Government Bench: Clarify your shame). 

· intends to · meet this menace on the roads. 
One who takes a trip to Lagos . finds that 
before he gets there he comes across a 
number of ghastly accidents ·on the roads. 
One could say all these spring from the · 
recklessness and carelessness of motor drivers. 

It is, therefore, the intention of · this 
It is a shame on the Government of the Government, as much as-'possible, to device 

Action . Group~ Why is it that you are not means by which these drivers should be 
first in this?· Mr Speaker, Sir this is not a made to be alive to their responsibilities to 
very minor Motion. · It is a Motion that road users. If this Government issues certifi
~as got to be pass~d because many. pe_ople cates of · competence to drivers we' will find 
m th~ Western. Region have lost their hves., there will be a lot of drivers who would 
For mstance, If . the late Adegoke Adelabu · t s s s h a certi'ficate It · · · h' · 'd f h H asp1re o pos es uc . 
were to rel?am on t IS .s.I e 0 t e ouse · · · · ' · . . would therefore encourage them to drive 
(In~erruptwns). B~t. It wa~ because of road carefully, not to destroy life, and if in the 
accident. In ad~I~Ion Sir, Mr Asabo~o opinion of the authorities responsible for 

- has not been pnv1I7ged . to come to this issuing such certificates · they conside·r that · 
House. Many of his dnvers are, reckless. a driver for some years · has had no ghastly 

Now, finally it is true that in Arabia I accident, then he gets that certificate of 
· read . something about what the Alhaji competence. 
has just said. Even in Arabia in a year it 

. is very difficult for a driver to take the life 
. of any pedestrian. The life of that driver 
must be taken by the Government. Becaqse 

' even the Bible said it. "Whoever shall 
take the life of anybody ..................... " 
(Interruptions). ·· 
' Even in Arabia, Sir, if a driver takes the 
life of a cock, for instance, or a goat, for 
instance, that driver is to p'ay (Government 
Benches: Cock, Cqck) (Opposition Benches: 
Palm Tree, Palm Tree and · the Broom!):· 

'· , \ 

The Minister · of Local Government 
(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): That obtains 
too in some p-arts of Nigeria. 

Mr Amadastin: Just wait! Mr Speaker 
Sir, in Arabia if the life of any domestic· 
animal is taken-let me omit cock, whenever 
I make mention of cock they are always 
shivering-_ -the driver is to pay for that 
domestic animal. It is a very good govern
ment, so that finally the Government of this 
Region must have to find out how to make it 
possible for· the traffic officers to · be much 
more honest · and not to be corrupt in the 
discharge of their duties. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I . beg to support the 
· amendment. 

·· The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
. of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

' (Mr C. I. Akere): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to support the amendment. The Govern

·-. ment of the Western Region, Mr Speaker, is 
.~· alive to her ·responsibilities. to road :users. , 
: The intention of the Western Region Govern
., ment is to try as much as possible to reduce 

ghastly accidents on the roads. This Motion 
-- sets out the means by M"hich this Government 

There are other drivers, Sir, who to the 
extreme, are very reckless. They care less 
about other road users and if they are · 
involved in accidents, it is just enough for 
them to say; "well, we ai-e going to prison and 
come back to drive", and they continue 
t6 possess their licences. If a legislation, · 
Sir, is effected which deprives such drivers 
the possession of such licences it will, 
Sir, in some measure, correct the indifferent 
attitudes of motor drivers to ,pedestrians -
and other road users. 

The Opposition, Sir, have stated that this 
Government has not taken steps to combat 
accidents on the roads. The Opposition, Si.r, 
have failed to tell this House. wha.t measures 
have been · adopted . in otl)er Regions 
to combat this danger on the roads. 
It is the first Government in the Federation 
to be aware of this responsibility and is taking 
appropriate ~teps, therefore, . to correct it and 
to provide some measures. The Opposition, 
Sir, have exhibited palpable ignorance in 
assuming that it is the Government of this 
Region that is responsible for issuing driving 
licences to drivers. This Government has 
been accused that illiterate drivers possess 
licences and that they are allowed to drive 
vehicles on the roads. That, I must say, 
Sir, is an exhibition of ignorance (Opposition 
Benches: It is the duty of ·the local councils) . 
It is the duty of this Government id matters 

. of this nature to take the convenience of the 
community into consideration, ,and that is 
why the Government is proposing ways and 
means of combating ghastly accidents on the · 
roads, and Mr Speaker, Sir, this is one of the· · 
measures which Government intends to 
bring up. 
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[MR AKERE] have caused an accident due to no fault of h{;~ · 
·It is necessary, Sir, that while we W<?uld What happens? He may not be found guilty 

say there is the provision in the law for because he ·has not been 'guilty of ·that 
judges to exercise discretion in thr- matter offence as stipulated in the law, ' yet the 
of ·withdrawal of. licences from drivers, licence is to be withdrawn. Now I would 
that discretion has not been automatic and like a better provision t'o be in this form: 
it is. the. intention that if the judges know, ''If it is found that a driver has caused 
as a matter of fact, that a driver has been an accident not due to . his fault, he can be 
involved in a second accident resulting in the warned"· While the very fact that he has. 
loss of lives, that the licence will automatically caused the death of somebody c.ould be· a 
be withdrawn. · Th~t is the intention of this very go~_d deterrent for ~he future. · ' · · ' 
Motion· arid in the light of this, Mr Speaker, I don't like that prov1s10n in the: law 
·I begto support. because some allowance should be made to 

· those who may be resp~nsible for the death 
Mr D. E. Okumagba: Mr Speaker, Sir, of others due to no fault of theirs. · So, Mr 

· I rise to express appreciation of the fact that Speaker, I would like the Government to do 
the Government has a;t least considered the more than what they have brought to us this 
'great number of accidents on.our roads with · . morning by .consulting the· other Govern
some seriousness, but I . am disappointed in' ments of the Federation and then think of · 
the legislation being introduce,d into this· other ways of stopping these road accidents .. 
House as the means to battle with this evil. 

In addition,· I would add that in the I consider the law very ineffective. It 
: will not · be a very successful ;1ttempt to consultation· they should consider ways and 

reduce . the number of road . accidents. I . means of improving tests for drivers before. 
they are given licences becaus·e that is .not 

.. .would have liked an annouflcement in· the completely within . the competence of the 
·House that the- Government of the Western 
Region will enter into consultation with the Government of the vVestern Regrion. . 

other Governments of the Federation to So I expect the Minister, the hon. Mover 
consider the effective· means cif reducing of the A!nei)dment, will take these points into 
road accidents. Here is a law to be consideration and get in touch with the other 
passed in the Western Region that will have Governments of the Federation and find out 
effect . in the · Western· Region only. If a a very effective method to stop these road 
driver has : had his licence seized in the· accidents. · · 
Western ,Region what prevents him from! 
going to the Eastern Region:, to the Northern 
Region and to Lagos t<;:> kill more and more 
Nigerians on the road?· 

I have heard from the floor of the House 
many times when the Leader of the House 
made reference to cases or matters in which 
it was necessary for this Government and' 
the other Governm~nts of the Federation to 
meet to consult so as to find a common 

·solution . . I would like a consultation of that 
type in a matter like this. 

I have .just considered· one aspect why ·I 
think that the law will be very ineffective. I 
take· the actual provision in the law as 
revealed by the Mover of the Amendment. 
Now he says that certificates should be 
issued to good drivers who have shown some 
proficiency for some time and that licences 

. may be withdrawn · from drivers who · are 
guilty of fatal accidents. I would not like 
that provision very much because I know 
from· experience that an accident must occur 
when it must. · The driver can be very 
careful and he can as well do everything, the 
road may be very good, the accident must 
occur .when it ~ must, Now, driving is a · 
profession and here is son1ebody who might 

Mr Speaker: I · think I. have got · to '· 
remind the -Members of the· context of this 
amendment. It is to the effect that: · · 

"This honourable House · recommends 
to the appropriate authority the proposal 
for the award of certificate of distinction to ' 
those careful drivers ' who, over a given 
period of time, have neith,.er been involved 
in accidents nor have been convicted of 
negligent and reckless driving by any court. 
And similarly; that this House recommends 
the automatic revocation of licences of suchr 
drivers who have been convicted for serious: 
accidents involving loss of lives" ..... > '; 

(interruptions). I am given to .understand 
that the Amendment has been circulated 
among. Members. ~ c 

,Opposition Benches: No! No! 
. Mr Speaker: This appears to 

convenient time for·a short break. 

Sitting suspended at 12.00 noon. 
Sitting resumed at 12.50 p.m. 

I; 

Mr Sogbein: Hon. Members have · 
spoken in favour of this Amendment. 
Some Members said we should provide ir · 
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L' Driving School. I note the· Motion and I markets for the . Nigerian cocoa . outside· 

~ 
would say now that there is already a Driving Nigeria for the ' consumption of cocoa. 
School in this Region. The other is to make the Nigerians consume 

;_: "' Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. their own cocoa. The latter suggestion is 
· not feasible unless we can set up cocoa 

··: Amendment proposed. manufacturing industries which can adapt · 
~~~· .'• ~ ·Amendment put and agreed 'to. our cocoa beans to finished and edible 
f.W, COCOA PRICES products such as beverages, chocolates and 
1 • sweets. But Sir, this step will take long to 
•'t' ' .)- Mr R. 0. Areola: I beg to move the 'materialise. What the downward trend 

Motion standing in my name regarding requires is the urgent and immediate attention · 
Cocoa Prices: ' of the . Government, and Sir, the . prompt· 

,, . "That this honourable (House urge the and immediate action of this ever dynamic 
'. ,· · ~ . . Government of' this Region in view of the Government is ·to create new .. and la_rger . . 
. ': ~ ;,; ; downward . trend in cocoa prices to take markets for the Nigerian cocoa. 

f
. ., ' immediate ·steps, to establish markets for 

, " Nigerian . cocoa in Japan, Russia and Sir, Japan, Russia and India appear to me 
· ·' India." .- to be the countries which can ser\Te as the 

best markets for the Nigerian cocoa from the 
, Mr . Speaker, Sir, in submitting · this point of view of the teeming populations of' · 

··•Motion. for the consideration and adoption: the countries aN.d our political relationship 
; of this honourable House, it is my duty to with them. Sir, we cari, and . should take 
'·explain what the aim behind it is. advantage of our political independence and 
',. Recently, we all heard about the fate which friendly relationship with the countries 
,befell the Nigerian Cocoa market, and how mentioned . to help our farmers. Having 
. the Marketing Board, unable to continue thrown overboard the yoke of imperialism . 
to buttress the price of cocoa, had to reduce with all its concomitant evils and drawbacks, 
its prices and pay exactly what the Ghana the Action Group Gov~rnment of Western 
Government had been paying the · Ghanaian Nigeria can now deal directly. with '.the 

·. farmers for the , past five years. This countries mentioned and' manipulate, for the 
- '1 onslaught on cocoa prices has saddened our advantage of the .far:mers and the masses, 

farmers and created in them a great fear the cocoa trade which was previously handled 
:_for the future of cocoa prices. . . " . in such a way . as to satisfy the ·whims and 

Sir, .it ,is the aim of this Motion to allay caprices of our· imperi~list · overlords. I · 
the fears of the farmers, make them feel believe, Sir, that this is a Motion in which 
that their well-being and prosperity is the opinion . should not be divided if · one can 

,· concern of this , honourable . House, and in judge from the various steps already taken 
place of the present fear, . create in them the by the Action Group Government of Western 

·.hope that this House is wi'lling to, and can; Nigeria to help the farmers of the Region 
·by taking judiciQus steps, arrest the down- ·and the Opposition's public professions of 
'ward trend in prices, prevent a slump in love and friendship for the farmers of the 
the· cocoa market and banish depression Region . . I am reassured, Sir, by the fact 

'· · fr.om among the . fatmers. that the Action Group Governmen,.t is known 
and recognised '. all over the Federation · 
as the 'true-! am tempted to say, Sir-:-the, 
'only true friend of the farmers, the patron 
of the c.ommon · man and the .helper of the 

Sir,"· it is relevant to point out the Financial 
Times statement . which is reproduced in 
the Daily Express of today, lest Members 
are misled. With your permission, I read: 
"SHARP- RISE IN COCOA PRICES" 
' The statement about the rise is as follows: 

"This figure is about 35,000 tons lower than 
the .market has been expecting but in itself 
the shortfall will make only a limited inroad, 
into the probable world surplus of cocoa· 
this· .,year., which has earlier been estimated 
at.207,0QO tons." 
: This sensational topic should arrest the 

attention of this honourable House. 

; There · are tw~· ways of arresting this < 
trend and they immediately suggest , them- · 
elves. The one is to create new and mo;re .. 

·helpless. This contention of mine is 
supported by the following: The Action 

· Group Government has always striven to 
make life more abundant for the farmers 
and the common man. For instance, itohas 
established Regional minimum wages for the 
unskilled worker, and would have done so for . 
the whole of the Federation but for the · 
members of the Opposition- or rather their 
counterparts in the Eastern and Federal 
Legislatures. It has provided : comfortable . 
accommodations at low costs for the lower .· 
income groups of this Region · and, for the · 
sake of this group of people, reduced the . 
burden of taxation. . 
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I [MR AREOLA] 
To come to the cocoa itself, the Action 

Group Government has given loans to farmers 
to maintain their existing farms, or to plant 
new ones; it has given them high-yielding 
seeds to improve the . quality ,- and yield of 
their cocoa, provided them with chemicals 
wit}l. which to destroy the pests that are the 
enemy of the cocoa pods, employed a team 
of trained agriculturists to go round the 
farmers and teach them how properly to 
look after their farms, and above all, Govern
ment has set up a body of professional 
Produce Inspectors to see that the cocoa sold 
in Western Nigeria is of the best quality, 
and therefore, of the first grade. This 
means that the Government of the Western 
Region has been responsible for the tremen
dous increase in the output of coco;:J 'in this 
Region in recent years. 

·":Sl.r, Western Nigeria cocoa is increasing, 
arid going to increase , considerably both in 
quantity and in quality within the next few 
years. . This increase is due, no doubt, to 
various . steps taken, and introduced by the 

·Action Group Government to help and 
encourage the farmers. 

Sir, since the Government is responsible 
. for the yield and quality of cocoa, I think, 
the. logical corollary to these various actions 
are to found markets for . the consumption 
of cdcoa. · In .my opinion, Sir, there are no 
markets better or more · suitable than Japan, 
Russia, a~d India. · . 

The question may be asked, why is China 
not included? I do not forget that possibility, 
Sir, but China is so much wedded to Russia 
politically ·. and economically that she has 
become a .spoke in the wheel of Russia's 
political and economic vehicle, and so, Sir, 
what is sauce for the goose of Russia is also 
sauce for the gander of China. 

• Sir, I must not forget to mention one 
potential danger which now threatens, and 
will continue to threaten, the Nigeria cocoa 
from the Western Block. While the output 
of Nigerian · cocoa is increasing by leaps and 
bounds, the United States of America is 
leaving no stones unturned to reduc~ the 
consumption of the Nigerian cocoa, by 
finding substitutes · and near substitutes. 
Sir, it may not be a prophecy that takes 
long to come true if I say that the Americans 
may eventually abandon our cocoa or reduce 
their consumption of it to a , very small 
percentage of the present. . Sir, if other 
markets are not created, our friends will lose 
their most profitable trade and our aim · 
and practice of keeping them prosperous, 
happy and c~mtented may become a dream. 

The Action Group Government is · the 
lover and friend of the ·farmers, and the 
Opposition has always professed to be friend · 
and champion of the masses. . .. · · · ' 

But, Sir, I have my misgivings about 
the professions of love and' friendship on 
the part of the . Opposition. For recently, · 
when the Government had to anno"'mce the 
cut in cocoa prices, as the world prices were 
falling fast and the Marketing Boards' re
serves were being depleted, it did so painfully, 
sympathetically and consolingly. But, Sir"'· 
one was stung by the levity with which the 
Opposition responded to that heart~rending 
news, that sad occasion. One was astounded 
by the gigling, yelling and the childish glee 

. with which the news was received by the 
leading members of the Opposition Benches. 

Sir, it will redound to the credit of this 
honourable House and ·to the eternal joy of 
farmers of this Region if this Motion, which 
is tabled in the interest and prosperity of the 
farmers, is allowed to pass and immediate 
s.teps taken' . to . explore the possibility of 
creating cocoa markets in the proposed 
countries .. 

Sir, only a party which feels that by 
starving the farmers of this Region, it can 
force them to submission and make them 
vote for it at the next election can oppose 
this Motio.n. The farmers of this Region 
are wiser than that. They cannot be , so. 
easily coerced . or cajoled into voting for 
any party which appears to them to be 
incapable of steering their ship through these 
stormy seas of ~conomic instability. 

To found riew markets, Sir, /will help 
17-ot only the farmers to regain their . pros
perity, but the Government to carry on its 
laudable economic programmes which it has 
carried on with the assistance of the Cocoa 
Marketing Boara. · 

The loans made to farmers cannot be 
refunded without untold hardships if the 
farms on which . they spend the money 

. cannot bring them sufficient returns to cover 
their running expenses on· the farm. To 
enable the farmers to refund the loans, 
the Government must enable them to · sell 
at a profit the products of their farms. 

There are certain elementarY principles 
of the price economy which would not 
have necessitated any explanation ·.on the 
floor of this honourable House but for 
the palpable ignorance on economic principles 
recently · exhibited by some leading members 
of a side of this House. For instance, 
during the last election, one ·said that if 
his party won the election, he would abolish 
Income Tax. With what system of taxation 
will he run his .government? Another felt 
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'that if the Marketing Board had dictated 
the prices · of cocoa in the world market, 
the prices of cocoa c6uld not have been cut. 
Yet, anothe.r felt that this downward trend 
would affect Western Region alone and 
jubilated over the fact that his party is in 
p.ower in a Region where cocoa is not the 
life blood of the people. · 

,. The first erroneous . idea was immediately 
corrected during the election, and I hope, 
the legislator concenied is now wiser. · . . ~ ' . . 

The second point, Sir, needs some elucida-
ion. There is, Sir, an economic term 

known as sympathy of prices-for instance, 
. f. the prices of cocoa fall, the farmers of the 
' Western Region who normally buy, say 
f cattle of Northern Nigeria, will have less 
money from their cocoa, and therefore, 
reduced purchasing power. They will buy 
fewer heads of cattle, and the cattle rearer 
will • be compelled to reduce his output of 
cattle-and so the vicious cycle continues until 
there is widespread depression ·and unem
ployment ... (cheersfrom Government Benches). 

In the same way, Sir, the Marketing 
Board can never dictate the prices and expect 
the buyers to clear the market. It is the 
·prerogative of the , consumer to dictate 
the prices but . his sovereignty becomes 
loosened over the producer if the latter 
can ext!'!nd his market. · Hence, Sir, this 
quest for more markets for our cocoa must 
l?e urgent. ' . · 

This is an opportunity for both sides 
of this hortourable House to demonstrate 
in clear and unequivocal terms that they 
are concerned with the lot of the farmers 
of . this Region. This is an opportunity 
too for the Opposition to . prove to the 
farmers that the love and friendship professed 
by the ·' Opposition . is genuine and real. 
It .is an opportunity, too, to show that the 
jesting manner iri which the Opposition 

· ,received the news of the fall in cocoa prices 
was a mistake of the head and not of the heart. 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

'MJ J. 0. Awopeju: Mr Speaker, · Sir, 
I ·' beg to second. And in seconding this 
good Motion I have to say that before the 
days of our political emancipation the fate 
of our mar.k.et was a one-way traffic. The 
imperialists decided (i) the prices of cocoa and 
produce (ii) the market of sale or distribution 
of tqjs produce and (iii) thetprices of the 
same produce after it has und'ergone manu-

. facturing processes or metamorphosis. Thus 
the interplay of the economic law of supply 
.and demand was baulked and manoeuvred 

to advance the ecr1nomic interests of our 
political overlords. Sir, then we had to 
submit, though · unwillingly, to ruthless 
machinations and punishment by these impe- · 
rialists, these . economic ''juggernaults", 

Mr Speaker, Si;, by p~ssing this M~tion, 
we shall be able to higgle and haggle our 
prices under a firm economic policy and not 
under a spurious one. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, we know that if" we were 
to be. left with the opportunity of selling our 
goods in . the markets of our own choice, 
where our old friends and overlords ~vere 
able to pay us, say, £120, we might be-able, · 
on our own adventure, to get someone who 
would be willing to pay -us about half as 
much again or even d~mble that price, if not 
more. . 

Therefore, Mr Speaker; Sir, I beg to 
second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr A. Adisa: Mr Speaker, Sir,· I rise, 
not to oppose this Motion, but to . poin~ 
out certain things in the proposals which 
this Government now, having" been deceiving · 
the people of this- Region for a long time, 
has· come out with. It is our duty to try and 
help this House in its difficulties. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, we have just heard now 
that the Action Groupers are higglers aq.d 
hagglers of prices but I do not know, Sir, on 
what econo.mic grounds we can support the 

.. T~duction in cocoa prices in the W.estern 
Region. The background and the main · 
purpose of the Marketing Board was . that it 
should stabilise the prices of cocoa and the 
way it was to do this was that it would pay 
to farmers less than the market prices. 

Mr Sperker, Sir, during the last general 
election, Members of the Opposition, 
predicted tJ:at · ' this . · Government would 
reduce the prices of cocoa owing to lack of 
funds. We said this during the election and 
now our prophecy has been fulfilled. We 

· are not happy about it, because we are the 
lovers of the farmers. I hear, also, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, that some. Members of the 
Government also profess that they are the 
lovers of the farmers ... (Government Benches: 
are vou the lovers of the farmers? ...... don't yOu 
know we are the real lovers of the farmers) ...... 
Mr . Speaker, S.ir, the mere profession of·· 
love for the farmers is not enough. vVhat we 
want is for ,the Government to pay increased 
prices for cocoa and we of the Opposition 
say that, if this Government is not able to do 
this, it should resign ..... . (interruptions from 
the Government Benches and applause from the 
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Opposition Benches) ... . . . you should resign ... 
(laughter continues) ..... . you should all stand 
up there and let us come over there ..... . 
(Government Benches: You cannot come over 
here just like that ...... ) (prolonged cheers and 
interruptions both . }rom Government and 
Oppo~ition Benches).... . . . . 
' These · people have been making very 
er,roneous mistake~ and. it is .. only now that 
the Government is considering how to find 

. markets for cocoa in other countries. How 
the G9vernment cim do this they do not stop 
one minute to consider. It is the charac
te~istics of the Action Group to find faults 
wtth the Opposition . when they are in the 
wrong. We of the Opposition are not at all 
happy over the reduction of the prices of' 

~ne thing wrong with the Action -Group is 
th1s. Everyone of them keeps on shouting 
"we are happy' in the days of independence". 
We may remind you ..... . (Mr Speaker.: I am 
being rer:tinded). Through you, Mr Speaker, · 
the Act10n Group need be reminded that in 
1958 they spent a colossal sum of money on 
the so.-called Self-Government. At that 
time, we reminded them that it is mathema
tically incorrect that a part will be free 
while the whole is not free and now thred 
years later, w?en the wrole country is free, 
they now reahse they are breathing the air of 
independence and they put on the gown of . 
fr~ed~m. and they come .here singing that · 
Ntget:ta ts now free. If it is free now and 
not in 1958 .... .. (Interruptions' from Govern-
ment .Benches). . . 

cocoa ~ut we· know the reason; the Action , -· In any case, on the question of cocoa prices 
Group ts not a lover of the--farmers .- they have always been stubborn, they have 

· 1\>lr Speaker, Sir, I say this b ltcause they never been adaptable or amenable to ~eason , 
all know that the Opposition will table a The best they can do is to resign en bloc. 
Motion, and we are · going to see that this Give us just a year and I say again that the 
Government institute an enquiry to investi- prices of cocoa will be, increased to £142 
gate all those who have been enriching per ton. (Cheers from Opposition Benches). 
"themselves with over £900,000 because of (Government Benches: Not £1,000?) . 
this reduction of cocoa prices. And we say 
it again that it is not true, nor is it correct, 
to say that the money which belongs to the 
farmers has been used to build roads which 
are not used only by the f~rmers. 

It was said that things in' the Western 
Region are not getting bright. (Government 
Benches: Who told you so?) That is the main 
implication, the . main recoinmendation for 
this Motion. If things are getting b;ight 
then coco.a prices must be increased as th~ 
Opposition have suggested . on the floo'r of 
this House. I think we may recall that in the 
.Eastern Region, when the prices of cocoa in 
this Region were . reduced, the Regional 
Government stabilised their prices. · . 

(Government Ben~hes: How many tons?) We 
are proud of this · record of the NCNC. 
Although I am a member of the NPC
l\1abolaje Grand Alliance. I may say that I 
am always verynear the NCNC and I shall 
be far from the Ac-tion Gr.mip. I say again 
that .what · we really need is asort of appeal 
·from the Action Group to the NCNC-NPC 

. .• 

to. save you from this present predicament and 
the only way that can be done- as you can 
see · that the question of finding market 
outside Nigeria is a federal matter- is . to 
prostrate before the almighty powers in the · 
federal Government. 

We are happy now that the leaders of the . 
Actio~ · Group have been manifesting the 
proper ~pirit and as I said earlier, nobody 
needs fear that any evil is going to happen. 

I can make it £1,000 because the will is 
there and the ability is not lacking. I am 
serious and l do feel that what this House -
should welcome is an appeal to the Federal 
Government to ban entirely the importation 
of beverages, sweets and chocolates so that we 
could develop straightaway our own 
resources. It must be done because the 
prosperity of the inhabitants of the Western 
Region concerns those of us who know our 
duty and those who profess to be lovers of 
farmers. Once this is done, we shall ente~ 
into that era ~hich everybody in the country, 
under the aeg1s of the NPC-NCNC .. .... .. : . . . 
(Several' Government Benches: NPC-NCNC 
Mabolaje-Bakodaya_ .. .... ). has been yearning 
for. · · · . ·. -

The fariners ·must 'be protected, but ~they 
cannot be adequately protected by the Action. 
Group party which is ~. party purely for 'rich · 
men; people who are poor who want to '· be 
rich wiil cross · carpe-t:' .......... . ·(Opposition 
Members: Shamel shame!) . . · · 

' ' 

Finally, on this Motion Sir, a; 1 have said,· 
the most important thing is to know why the ' 
Action Group . reduced the prices of cocoa 
without having spent all the resources of 
the cocoa , l'v1arketing Board when actually 
the whole doctrine upon which the resources 
of the ·cocoa Marketing Board was built was · 
that the prices of cocoa would be stabilised 

· and the farmers would not be penalised by 
any sharp reduction of cocoa prices. 
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~hi~J Odebiyi : Mr Speaker Sir, we When the assets of the Central Marketing 
lVe listened with attention to the prophecy Board was being distributed, the hon. 
; ''Prophet" Adeoye Adisa. Unfortunately Member was in the United Kingdom as a 
ir, there are tr,ue prophets and false prophets. student. . , 
iJllnk Sir that the verdict of the electorates, He was talking Sir, about the Action Group 
r.en after "the prices of cocoa were reduced, celebrating Self-Government in 1958. When 
l . shown ·at last Saturday's Federal by- the Action Group was blazing the trail of 
.ection in Egba North Constituency, has . constructive nationalism in this country 
indicated the stand of the Action Group where was the hon. Member? (Mr Adisa: 
~OV((rnment in the reduction -of cocoa prices. We started it in Lagos before I left for the 
ir · $peaker Sir, · the propaganda stunt of _ United Kingd?m). · 
1e NCNC at that campaign was 'that the 
-~~ij1ln Group · Government of the West, 
~~uced cocoa prices ap.d that if the NCNC 
~nfij~ate was voted for; they would see to it 
lfl;h the Federal Government increased 
;i~?) prices. 
, .~t is unfortunate Sir, that a man of the 
~ariding of the hon. Member for Ibadan 
Rural" should exhibit such crass ignorance 
o'Jut . the -law of supply and demand. I 
&9;l~ld have thought, Sir, that having been 
fiyileged to breathe some air of academic 
:e,edom at the London School of Economics 
1e· hon. Member should have heard the time 
) s_l.t . down and learn some· elementary law 
ff,,supply and demand.· (Mr .l)..disa: I sat 
ver their heads). The hon. Member said 
C ,1 Sat OVer their heads, nO WOnder he 
o'uldn't learn anything. .. . , \ 

· He had su.ggested th~t we cut the price of 
ocoa because of our squandermani::1. I 
i1ink Sir that .-the whole. thing is most 
:logical. The prices of cocoa · depend on 
he consumer countries and secondly on 
he demand as well . as the supply. Efforts 
1ave been made by . this Government, 
hrough the Food and Agricultural Organisa-· 
ion, , to stabilise the prices of ·cocoa. He 
Jso said, Sir, that we always say that we have 
arred this road, that we have provided 
~ate.],- , and electricity supply for the farmers 
.nd .in effect it is not the farmers alone who 
rse ~ them but other members of the 
:orrifumnity as well enjoy them. I think Sir 
hat/:at this juncture I should let the hon. 
\!Iember know that the Western Nigeria 
VIi tketing Board shall continue to be the 
nstrument of financial policy of this Govern
nent. We are not ashamed to borrow 
noney from the Marketing Board. We are 
10t ashamed to have grants from the Market
ng Board. Even the Federal Government 
)orrowed 6.9 million pounds· from the 
W.estern Nigeria Mark.eting Board. (Opposi
~ iott ,Members: I-I ow much did you borrow 
rrom the Federal Government?). 

'"Now, the hon. Meinbei: asked how much 
we borrowed from the Federal Government . . 
What we borrowed ·from them was part of 
the assets of the old Central Marketing Board. 

·Now, the hon. Member spoke about some 
people having made money as a result of the 
reduction of cocoa prices. He said he wo~ld 
come to the House with a Motion that the 
Government should institute an inquiry. 
All I can say, Sir, is that we have nothing to 
hide. None of the Ministers on this side of 
the House knew beforehand that the price 
of cocoa was going down. As soon as the 
price went down we cut down the price to 
reflect the downward trend in world price of 
cocoa. (Interruptions from ·the Opposition) ... 
That was what we have done and we are not 
ashamed of it. That was done as a result of 
information got through the Magazine 
which always publishes the prices of cocoa. 

The hon. Member wants this Government 
to be so paralysed so that they can co.me out _ ·· 
and say "An emergency has arisen in Western 
Nigeria" with its concomitant consequences. 
(Opposition Benches: Are you afraid?) 

. He should tell us how many tons of cocoa 
the Eastern Region Government produced 

. yearly. The hon. Premier, Sir, did throw a 
challenge to the Opposition that if they were 
sincere in their protestation of friendship 
and love for the farmers what they should 
do is to get their Government in the Eastern 
Region to come and buy all the Cocoa 
produced in Western Nigeria, at prices 
prevailing elsewhere. Now, Sir we are used 
to this method of speaking to the gallery as 
demonstrated by the last speaker and even 
his predecessor, Alhaj i, the hon. Adegoke 
Adelabu did the same thing. May peace be 
unto him. (Hon. Adisa: And on you too). 

The present Leader of the Opposition 
used the price of cocoa to campaign during 
the last Regional Election and despit~ all 
his campaigns, this party was returned to 
power with an overwhelming majority. In 
any event, Sir~ I think Sir, that it is a waste 
of tiwe to try to reply to the vituperations of 
the last Speaker, who claimed that he is a 
friend of farmers. (Members of the OJ, position: 
He is! he is!). If it is true that Members of 
the Opposition including th~~hon. Member 
are friends ~ of farmers why did the farmers 
reject them last Saturday and also in the 
1960 . Reg'ional Elections? Only : last 
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·.· -Saturday, Sir, they were rejected by a bigger 
:majority than when they voted before. In 

'}" any event, Sir; >vhat does an NPC member 
.::· know about cocoa? The han. Mallam, Sir; 

' . ;~ r • . 

·/.., does he know anything about cocoa at all? 

' ' 

In any event, Sir, we are grateful for the 
points he made that something ·must be 
done about consumption of cocoa locally and 
the < hon. Minist~r of Works and Transport . 
who will be replying on behalf of the hon. · 
Minister of Trade and Industry will cover 
further grounds which I have not covered. 

Mr Speak~r, Sir, I beg to support. 

MJ," Speaker: I beg to correct the last 
Speaker on a certain small point. As 

· Members have got to be referred to by their 
constituencies, the · hon. Adisa is· not just 
"Member for Ibadan Rural'.' , he is a 
"Member for Ibadan South-East Rural" 
(Laughter from both sides of the House). 

Chief Sogbein: I wish to assure the 
Mov~er of this Motion and this honourable 
House. that the' GQvernment of the Western 
Region'' fully sympathises ' with this Motion 
in: its call for immediate steps to expand the 

. consumption of cocoa products so as to 
arrest the present downward trend in prices. 

The truth about the downward trend of 
cocoa price is already well known. Currently 

·the world price is between £150 and £160 per 
ton. As it is already well known, the 
Marketing Board has to add another £45 
to £50 on top of the producer price. This 
means in effect that with the world price 

. rq.nging ~etween £150 and £160. per ton and 
· tl:'te producer price at £112 per ton, tb,ere is 
· scarcely any margin of profit accruing to 
.·the Marketing Board. It· is, · therefore, 
clearly understandable that the · Government 
of · this Region cannot remain complacent 
in' view of these low prevailing prices. . 

In co-operation with the Federal Govern-
ment, the Western' Region Government is 
actively negotiating on the International 
Forum provided .. by the . F.A.O. Cocoa · 

· Study Group for measures to improve 
suitable cocoa prices. Only last February, a 

.; strong delegation of this Government joined 
the Federal delegation to place the facts of our 
position before the Working Party comprising 
·producers, deal~rs and manufacturers of 
coco~. A further meeting has been convened 
in Accra when Government representatives 
of all Nations interested in· the cocoa industry 
will consider the report of the Working 
Party which met in Rome. It is hoped that 
plans which have been worked out will be 
favourably considered. These plans included 
not on:ly ·measures to raise··and stabilise cocoa 
prices but also to expand consumption. 

Members will be pleased to note thai: quite 
apart from the steps' which the F.A.O. Cocoa 
Study Group meeting in Accra next month 
may decide· to take, this Government is 
giving very active consideration to the ' need 
for raising local consumption· of cocoa 
prod.ucts. The Ministry of Tra.de . and 
Industry is examining proposals for establish
ing local processing factories which will make 
cocoa products available at economical 
rates. Large quantities of coffee and tea 
beverages are annually being consumed· 
in the country. While.· we grow some 
coffee locally, it is quite true that we do not 
cultivate· tea locally. We are, therefore, 
examining the possibiiity of expanding · the 
local consumption of cocoa and coffee 
beverages and it is my earnest hope that 
han. Members will support actively this plan 
when implemented. 

Finally, I am pleased to announce. th~t the 
Western Region Marketing Board and the 
Ghana Cocoa Marketing Board are working 
more and more . clo'sely together. It is 
proposed that a delegation of the two Market
ing Boards should visit Japan and India at an 
early date in order td stimulate increased 
cocoa consumption (Cheers from the Govern
men.t Bench). 

This Government has fully supported 
the proposal. Members are probably also 
aware that,a Nigeria-wide Economic Mission 
will be visiting several · countries sometime · 
in May next. Among the objectives of the 
Mission are the promotion· of trade between 
Nigeria and the countries to be visited and the 
attraction of overseas investment for the 
establishment of , industries. The Mission 
will seek to interest the various Governments 
of the countries to be visited i~ ··our export 
commodities including cocoa in exchange for 
the consumer goods which are exported to 
this country. 

The above then are some of the plans which 
are at present in hand to expand the con
sumption of cocoa beans and so to arrest· 
the downward trend in the present prkes. · .. 
Government has give·n farmers full assurance 
that these steps will be taken and it is the 
intention of the Minister of Trade and 
Industry as soon as possible, to' advise 
farmers' representatives of what the Govern
ment is doing in their interest. · · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to s'upport. 
Qtf_estion put and agreed to. / 

SUSPENSION OF . SITTING· 
UNTIL 6 P.M. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg . 
to move that this House do' now adjourn 
until 6 p.m. this evening so as to dispose 
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of ' the remaining Motions and to allow 
Members who .have not spoken on the 
Speech from the Throne to do so. 

Alhaji Opal eye: I beg to secon.d. 

Mr Speaker: I accept the suggestion of 
the han'. the Minister of Finance and Leader 
of the House and I therefore rule that we . 
would 'have a break longer than we had in 

~· the morning . and therefore adjourn the 
House until 6 p.m. this -evening. 

Sitting suspe~ded at 1.50 p.m. 

Sitting resumed a-t 6.15 p.m~ 

ROAD ACCIDENT 

. Motion: . 
"That this honourable House calls on·· 

the Commissioner of Police, Western 
Region, to instruct members of the Police 
Force to exercise more vigilance in respect 
of the increasing traffic accidents", 

lapsed as Mt Adibi was not in the House. 

TARRING OF THE BENIN-EKEWAN 
ROAD 

Mr V. I. Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to move a Motion standing in my name 
that this honourable House call upon the 
Western Region Government to consiqer 
urgently the advisability of tamng the 

. " Benin-Ekewan Road because of its historical 
and commercial· importance (hear, hear). 

\ 

Mr Speaker, this very Motion, as it stands, 
is highly non.:.controversial and, conse
quently, it does not warrant any underhand 
business in order that the light of it might be 
taken out. Mr Speaker, Leaders on the · 
other side, year in year out, and day ip and 
day out, have been telling the Members of 
the Opposition to co-operate with them in 
order that t,he wheel in the Governmental 
machine might work smoothly. But, 
unfortunately, on sundry occasions we have 
found out that their promises are always 
trivial promises · of the lip and not of the 

· heart. Therefore, Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
going to see today whether.. this Motion that 
is highly non-controversial, as I am going to 

.. ~' prove' from the debate on this very Motion, 
will in o~~ way or the other, cunningly or 

· · uncunningly ......... 

Mr · Speaker: There · should be no 
-:1 .anticipation in the debate in this honourable · 
·: House (loud cheers from the Government side). 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
from the minority area and always live in 

fear. Even the Minority Cofnmission gave 
testimony to . that. Now, Mr Speaker, 
before I go on it is· necessary ........ . 

Mr Speaker: Are you a minority group 
in this House or outside this House? · 

Government Benches: Ou'tside and 
inside this House. (Laughter). 

Mr Amadasun: This important road 
situates on the south-west corner of lyekuselu
District, the largest and most populous 
district in Benin Division (Chief Odebiyi: 
Refresh your memory). On this road are 
impottant andc;ommereial towns of Ughoton, 
lkpako, Ughineh and lguohenwen. Benin
Ekewan road is only 23 miles off (inter
ruptions). By this I mean-the English there 
is too difficult for the Members on the other 
side-what I mean there is that the road is 
only twenty-three miles long. On it, Sir,, 
there are many many important towns; 
Because of the existence of these many 
towns, it is necessary that . the Government 
should consider the .' advisability of tarring 
the road. ' 

The town of Ekewan is on the banks of the 
Ovia River, a river which is as '1-ich in fishes 
as the Norwegian and the Canadian Rivers .. 

Chief Oclebiyi: Is it deep-sea fishing or 
shallow fishing? 

Mr Amadasun: Don't worry. There is 
no need taking me into Geography because 
you are a novice in Geography. 

Chief Odebiyi: I 
Geography. 

can teach you 

M~ Amadasun: You cannot. Come 
and let us draw the map of the world in two 
minutes (laughter from both sides of the 
House). 

Round the to~ of Ekewan many loads of 
fish are. carried nearly daily to Benin City 
both in the dry and . in the wet seasons. 
Many lorry loads of rice ........ . 

Mr J. U. E. Agbaza: . Point .of order, Sir: 
The han Member is reading his speech. · 

· Mr Speaker: Personal statement is quite 
different from debate. Do continue to 
refresh your memory (laughter from both 
sides of the House). · 

Mr Amadasun: Many lorry loads . of 
rice (Government Member: cocks) rubber, 
yams and garri are carried from important · 
towns on the road to Benin City_ daily 
(Government Bencher: No wonder). 

' '· 

. ' 
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[N1R AMADASUN] since the Action Group came to power in 
· . .. IJ?. the olden days, Sir, it was along this the Region in 1952, this road has been left 
road the Portuguese brought manufactured unimproved. ·' • · 
goods to Benin City and took away slaves Mr Speaker, Sir, this is a brief catalogue 
to · · Portug~l and to the tobacco and sugar I have given this honourable House to show 
plantation~ of America. Commercially, this commercial_ and historical . it;.,portance of the 
road has been very important for ages. Benin-Ekewan Road. It is a road that 
Ort ' 2nd January, 1897 when Captain James should be given the first priority if this . 
R. Philips led an expedition . to Benin to Action Group Government wants the blessing 
discuss with Oba Ovonramwen, the question · of the Benin people, because there is · no use , 
of the stoppage of slave trade and the intra- tarring ·Other less historical roads and leaving 
duction of legitimate trade to the Benins, the Benin-Ekewan Road behind. · 
this expedition started from Iwata· or Ugboton · Mr Speaker, Sir, it is against the law of 
and went through the towns of Ikpato and this House to, anticipate, and as I have said 
U gbineh io Benin City: It consisted of many · before, this Motion is non-controversial and 
Government and commercial officers. There if the lVIembers on the other side want us to 
were 230 ·men in all including Itsckiri crews. . co-operate with them, this very Motion 
At a point; sixteen miles to Benin, . Captain should receive the unanimous support of the 
Philips and his men were ambushed and only House. 

·]3qisvagon and Lock escaped the massacre, Mr Speaker, Sir, I, beg to move. 
J{riown in history as "Benin Massacre of 1897", Mr D. Atohengbe: I rise to. support 
At this ill-fated spot there is an epitaph on the Motion. I have a few words to add to 
which the names of the Europeans who fell what the han. the Mover has · ably said. 
victims of this massacre are written, namely: It is a fact ' tha~'this Benin-Ekewan Road may 

-·(a) · James R. Philips appear strange to most Members of this · 
(b) Peter W. C. Copland-Crawford honourable• House, but it will be recalled that · 
(c) Arthur I. M,aling the punitive expedition of 1897 went through 
(d) Kennett C. Campbell this road to Benin City. All the same, 
(e) Robert H. Elliot during · the last quarter of the fifteenth 
(f) Harris S. Powis century, about say, 1485, a Portugese mail . 
(g) Thomas Gordon.· Mr Alp~10nsus John d'Aviero made his first ; 

' · ' · ·· · journey through this road .to visit the Oba of' · 
These, Mr Speaker, · were the Europeans 
whose names are_ still vividly written on Benin. Similarly, the Dutch, the Danes, , 
the . tomb sixteen miles to Benin City. If the Prussians and the English all used this road 
the Speaker were given the opportunity to to establish trade in commercial , goods with . · 

the Benin people. · , . . ... 
travel as the lVIinisters, this road is very very 
important for you to. visit. (Chief Odebiyi: This, Sir, I like to add, althqugh they have 
And then' to massacre Mr Speaker). No, , been said by the Mover of the Motion, in 
Mr Speaker's life is always protected because order: to ·~mphasise the historical and com-;: 
he .is a . very jolly man. (laughter from both 1 -merclal Importance of this road . . vVere',. 
sides of the House). it not the punitive expedition mentioned' ; 

earlier, to -which this road 'has lost its _. 
popularity, this very road could have served 
as one of the Trunk "A" roads joining Oyo .. 
and ·'Benin P.rovinces together via Ondo: 

The Speaker himself will find out that 
what I am saying is the truth and that the 
lives ·of seven Europeans plus many other 
Africans were taken on this very road. 

· Boisvagon and Lock found their way to 
I wato after five days painful wandering in 
the bush. They left for England. Few 
months after, Oba Ovonramwen, the grand-:
father of Oba Akenzua II of Benin .. .. .. (Mr 
Speaker: The hon. Member is refreshing his 
memory with history) .... .. was, captu,red by 
the British soldiers and deported to Calabar 
wh~re he died in 1,914 after sixty years' stay. 

During the time of coloi1.ial imperialism 
no attention was paid to the development of 
this road. . The Bin is thought then that it 
was because of the Benin Massacre incident 
on it that made the colonial officers not to be 
i~tere~ted in the Benin-Ekewan Road. But 

Mr Speaker, now that the Western Region, · 
along with the other Regions of Nigeria, has · 
got her Independence, it will be good ', 
gesture on the part of this Region to allo'W\ 
this Motion to pass, because "we come 
this world but once", as Shakespeare 
said, "any good therefore, .any kindness we 
can do let us do it now for we may not pass ;. 
through this world again". . (Cheers from 
the Opposition side). ' 

Question proposed. 
Chief Sogbein: I am Pr<?posing ~n· 

amendment to the Motion in the following , 
tcrms :-

"That this honourable House cominends 
the Western Region 'Government ·for its 
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tenviable records in road development 
,, ,throughout the Region and prays the 

Government ' to consider the advisability 
tarring, in du.e . course, other .roads of 

"""."'·" •.. ,_torical and commercial · importance 
·_which have not yet been tarred". (Hear, 

· . ' lieci.r) .. · . · 
Mr .Speaker, Sir, throughout the length 

" .. , ,_ .... uu breadth of Nigeria the enviable role that 
Western Region Government plays on 
development is a household talk. 

.,,; 'in 1952, there were less than .6oo' miles of 
. tarred road in the Region. Today we have 
·more than 2,000 miles tarred. The Govern
ment came out in full force when in 1959 
it .· embarked on .a special road development 
programme when 700 miles of road were 

· tarred at an average cost of £5,000 totalling 
· £3.5 million apart from the construction of 
bridges on these roads at a cost of £ i million. 

. At that time just to mention only a few, 
th'e following roads were included in the 
Midwest Area of the Western Region:-

.. · Auchi-lgarra 
Auchi-Agenebode 
Uromi-Evue 
Ubiaja-Auchi · 

·· Ubiaja-Ughoha, 
lbusa-Asaba 
Umunede-Itolop-Ute Okpu 
Ekuku-Agbor-Owa Allidirr:ia . 

··· Ogwashi~Uku to Main Road 
Ughelli-Eku 
Ughelli-Oleh 
Abraka-Kwale 
K wale-U ghelli 
Agbor-Sapele 
Agbor-U romi'"Auchi 
Benin City-lguoriakhi 
Benin-Ehor 
Benin-Ogba 
Ologbo-Koko 

The total mileage is 362 at £5,000 per mile 
£1,810,000 equals £1.81 million. 

Again Government embarked on another 
gigantic road-tarring programme in 1960. 
A glance at pages 173 and 174 of the 1961-62 
Draft Estimates just given to Members will 

· show them that another amO"unt of £3.6 
million has been earmarked. A new feature 
will be the construction of Shabomi-lgbotu 
embankment and the investigation on Sapele 
Bridge which is earmar:ked to cost more 
than£! million. · 
· ·· As to the hon. Member's plea for .tarring 
Benin-Ekewan Road all I can tell him is 
that as we have not left any part of the 
Region out of development, his road will be 
considered along with others. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move the 
Amendment. 

The . Minister of Local Government 
(Alhaji Adegbe.nro): I beg to second. 

Amendment proposed. 

Mr P. V. Okwesa: I rise to support the 
original Motion and to rule out tl:).e amend
ment. There is need for immediate action 
to be tl}.ken in the tarr'ing of the Benin
Ekewan Road. The mover of this Motion 
has stated in no uncertain terms why this 
tarring should be immediate. He has told 
you of the historical and commercial import
ance of the road. you all know the history 
of Captain ·Philip ap.d his men and of the 
punitive expedition of 1897. This historical 
fact is enough to 'make this. Government think 
of tarring this road with the minimum .delay. 
You have all been told of the commercial 
importance ........... . 

Government Back Bencher: 
been told? 

Who have 

Mr Okwesa: All of you have been told 

·Mr Sp~aker: All Members of the House 
have not been told. I have been told to the 
hearing of all. 

Mr Okwesa: This is the road along which 
all the fish and other food-stuffs are carried to 

_ tevery part of the Midwest. From the point 
of view of commercial importance tnis road 
should have been one of the first to be tarred 
in the Region but the Government left that 
road untarred either because they don't like 
the Benin people or because our Chief· 
Whip is from Benin or because they ha've not 
thought of its commercial importance before, 
but they have known now how very important 
the road is. · · - · ' 

If you go to. the Y aruba We~t you wilf 
find that very insignificant roads have all been 
tarred because they were always the first to be 
considered ........ . . 

(As Mr Odigie entered the House). · Point 
. of information. A Portuguese has just 
entered the House. (loud laughter from all 
sides of the House). · 

Chief Odebiyi: Most 'tmparlia~·,. · ' 
sir. 

Mr Speaker: Stl'l.,. -· · 
It shall be out of O\ 
insulting language a, 
House. · !request t~ 

·withdraw what he has \ 

\ 

J 

I 

/ 
I 

I 
: .~ 
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· ~ .. ·Mr Okwesa: Mr Speaker; Sir, I with
draw. (Shame, shame.) 
: I have pointed out the significance of this 
roa'd and I have also pointed out that less 
impo'~i:ant roads in the Y oruba West have 
all been tarred. I have also pointed out the 
historical and commercial importance of this 
road which has beeh left out without any 
consideration from the Government and the 
Minister of Works and Transport. 
·:' Chief Sogbein: Point o(. information. 
May I know which is the more important 
road; Abtaka.:.Kwale or Benin-Ekewan Road? 

Mr W . E. Aghahowa : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I am supporting the original Motion. When 
the Minority Commission came to · Benin 

. it was repbrte4 'that this Government should 
tar more roads in the lVIidwest than many · 
other parts , of the Region. Since that report 
was published I do not think this Govern
ment has tarred any road in the Midwest. 
(No, no, no). 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member says . 
that he does not think that it is so. He could ' 
be told. 

Mr Aghahowa: All that we are 
Mr Okwesa: Mr Speaker, Sir, I require asking the Government for is the tarring of 

,1otice of the question bu~ in the meantime only twenty-three miles · of road. This 
1 should say they are both Important. There has been clearly emphasised by the various 
is no need to prolong this debate, the import- · speakers and we are saying that this Govern
ance of the road is well-known and it is an ' ment has been oppressing us in the Midwest. 
error of omi>sion on the part of the Minister . The Government is again bringing up this 
of Works and Transport to gave left ·out this _· sign of oppression. We have, put up a 
road. Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support the claim for the tarring of this road in , the 
original Motion. interest of the people of the Midwest. 

I : 

The. Minister of _ Education (Dr 
S. D. Onabamiro): Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to' support the amendment and oppose. 
the original Motion on the subject matter of 
the historical significance attached to it. · The 
hon. Member for Benin has laid stress on the 
historical importance of the road but unfortu
nately the incident that made it historical was 
most , unfortunate ·and it is not an incident 
that we would naturally like to remember 
from day to day. · 

. Now in the year· 1936 the President of 
France was to pay a State Visit to Great 
Britain but His Majesty The King arranged 
that the route of the Procession should not 
pass through Trafalgar Square so that his 
pa~sage ~here should not revive old memories 
and · bitterness of old. The President of 
France ·was not allowed to take the route 
which would take him through TrMalgar 
Square so that he would not see the Statute 
of Lord Nelson who vanquished France 
.(applause). 

· In · 194 7, after India's independence, the 
. first thing they did was ·to remove the 
statutes and objects f.rom pu,blic view that 
might . revive -the memories of bitterness and 
ho_:>tility between Great Britain and India. 
N~body would like to go back to things 

which revive bitterness a.nd hostility. We 
would · like to forget particularly now .. that 
we are independent all those incidents which 
will affect the mutual affection ·between us 
and Great Britain although we would appeal 
to the 'Government that the road be not 
forgotten but should take its due turn m 
course· of development. 

It might be a forerunner of greater· events. 
Some <'Members have mentioned instances 
that had happe~ed in Great Britain but we 
are in Nigeria (hear, hear) because India 
achieved its independence with . bloodshed 
and sweat. We got our own independence 
in a very amicable and constitutional way. 
So Mr Speaker, please help. The time has 
now come that this Government should 
change their minds about the affairs of the 
Midwest. You deny us all things. , Our only 
economic crop- rubber-is today now 
relegated to the background while you boost 
your cocoa. 

Mr Speaker: Rubber 1s ·not connected 
with this subject. If Members speak on . 
matters which are not relevant to the subject 
before this House I shall not hesitate to rule 
them out o£ order. 

Mr Aghahowa: 
motion. 

I support the original 

Mr R. A. Lana:. I · rise to support ·the 
comprehensive amendment as proposed by . 
the honourable the Minister of Works and 
Transport (hear; hear) . l believe that the 
. Mover of "the original Motion had some 
motives in his . mind when ·bringing · that · 
Motion before this House.' It appears not 
only selfish but also ungrateful· to the 
Government of this Region which has done 
so mu~h on road tarring in this Region 
within such a short time. He has failed 
to · see that this Government has done so 
.much for the Midwest and the way he speaks 
appears · ungrateful to those of us who 
have not been used to as many roads as 
are tarred in the Midwest. The amendment 

·-
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. the other hand does not only commend 
! efforts of the Government but also 
·es • the indication of the intention of the 
JVernment to pursue the scheme of road 
proverrients in more speedy and steady rate. 

'I . 

Some hon. Members on: the opposite side' 
:re ,trying to refer to roads in the Y oruba 
~ ~~l~ as being tarred. 'But may I mention 
lt: in' my district we have over 70 ,miles 
-roads. Eight out of these seventy have 
eh_,. tarred and indication on the tarring 
the next eight miles has been shown. As 
~ • 9overnment is trying to improve the 
;.~~of our roads I am sure that within a 
ort time .. the balance of 54 miles will 
);!~tarred. May I mention that these · 
· ;}niles I have just mentioned are of no 
;s• importance than those mentioned by 
.~.'Mover Of the original Motion (hear, hear). 
liey are neither more historical than our 
vn: roads. The Members of tho Opposition 
t6uld remember from time to time that the 
[embers on this side of the House are not 
1mindful of their requirements .. It is no 
;e trying to say that certain areas have 
~en neglected. · In the face of these few 
:inarks Mr Speaker, I beg to support the 
n'endment as proposed by the Minister 
:Works. ·. 
t; ' 
: Mr Speaker: I will like to call the 
:tention of the House to Order 25, rule 2 .. 
: says that if an Amendment has been 
roposed to a Question, the original Motion 
mnot be withdrawn until the Amendment 
as been disposed of. In any case it is the 
..mendment that we are dealing with now. 
orne Members have . stood up and wound 
p _their Debates by saying that they 
up ported . the ' original Motion. I think the 
•est thing to do in that case· is to oppose. 
~e Amendment. If their opposition carries 
Brough theri their original Motion carries~ 
f not the Amendment carries. 

' 
'• Mr 7M. A. i dodo: I rise to support the 
Uhendment and to ask the original Mover of 
4,e Motion to think well befor~ bringing ariy 
v,Iotion before · this House. They should be 
p:ateful to the Government for doing all these 
:h~ngs that have been done for the people of 
:he Midwest. If · we go through the Esti
:iiates we shall see what plans the Government' 
1ave in stock in the matter of tarring of . 
~oads in the Midwest especially in Benin 
Division. The Benin-Ighoriakhi road is in 
Benin City. ·. Benin-Ehor· .road is in Benin 
City. These roads are more historical. 
Agenebode road is in Benin City and it is in 
the Estimates for ·tarring this year. Another 
one is Igai:'ra/Auchi road. This is in the 

Midwest. Ask this man to come down and 
congratulate the Minister of ·works for the 
noble deeds. No need wasting . the time. 
Let us thank this Government for its · kind 
deeds Mr Speaker. 

Mr Utomi : I did not want to speak on the 
Motion (then sit down) but I just want to touch 
upon the history referred to by the ex
Professor of Zoology (laughter). He did not 
mention that at the time of Waterloo and 
Edward VII things happened contrary to 
what he said. He did not say that the 
statutes of past Governors were erecteq in 
India. People who have read the history of 
India should think that it will be good to do 
the same thing here. I oppose the Amend
ment. For a long time we have been fighting 
this Government to see that they improve 
the lot of the people of the Midwest. This 
very 'road in question is a commercial road. 
The Minister has explained off the matter 
by saying that at the time when road tarring 
programmes are considered this will come up. 
Even our ex-Professor of Zoology said that 
too. In view of these Sir, ' I oppose .the · 
Amendment. 

Mr B. E. 0. Osagie: I seize this 
opportunity to praise the West Regional 
Government for tarring the Benin roads. 
The road is so import;mt .......... . ....... · 

' Mr Amadasun: On point of ·order. 
The matter to be discussed should be relevant 
to the point under debate. His debate is not 
relevant to the Amendment Sir (laughter). · 

Mr Speaker: I thank the hon. Member 
for reminding me. What .is ,being discussed 
in the debate is · not relevant to the subject 
matter of the Motion and indeed the Amend
ment but I believe .that what is being said 
is quite relevant (hear, hear). 

Mr Osagie: These roads are com
mercial. The same roads connect Benin 
via Iforadi and this is a commercial road 
for rubber and cocoa transportation. African 
Timber and Plywood Company, the largest 
timber manufacturer in Benin, export their 
timber through Benin. Apart - from this · 
I do not think there is any other more import
ant road in Benin Division. I praise the 
efforts of the Government for doing all it has 
done for t~e people of the Midwest. . ... 

· · Chief Sogbein: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
exp~cted the Opposition would have kept. 
quiet and silent especially after my Amend
ment because as I said the Government was 
playing a very enviable role in road develop
ment. You will see that in the whole · of 
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Nigeria we are second to none . . I do not 
think that the Mover of this Motion will 
forget that his Chief, Chief Okotie-Eboh, 
will be annoyed at all he has said this evening 
that Benin roads are more important than 
Sapele and .Warri toads. · I am satisfied 
with: the role this Government is playing" 
in this matter and I am sure that the Govern
ment is conversant with the whole of this 
Region. We need not be told these things. 
I hope the inover · of the origimiJ Motion 

· wil_l praise the Governm,ent instead. 

As the han. Member for Aboh will agree, 
I know that the Abraka-Kwale road, which for 
over half of the year would be cut off from the 
rest of the Region, has now been improved. ·· · 
People · fram that area, who know better, 
should b~ . praising the Western Region 
Government for tarring ,that road. People 
who know better can tell. 

Regarding the commercial importance of 
the road in question in. Aboh Division of 
which the han. Member opposite spoke, I 
do not know of any road that is not commer
cially important -in this Region. , In fact, if a 
road is. not use'd in the transportation of food 
crops, or cash crops, it is used in carrying 
cocoa, . rubber, or palm oil. I think the 

. han. Member is only trying to be difficult. 

Also, one han. Member opposite all~ged 
that the Amendment moved by me referred 
to one road as being more important histori
cally or commercially than the other. I did 
not say so. In fact, the text of the Amend
ment says that the Government is considering 
the: advisability of constructing and tar,ring of 
other . roads of historical and commercial 
i ~p.ortance. 

I .• 

.- Finally, one Member opposite said that the 
minority ·area is neglected in road tarring 
p rogramme: I am sorry to say that the 

. hon.' Member is either new in this honourable 
House, · or that he does not travel wide in the 
Midwest area. In fact, I do affirm that out 

· of .a total fund of £3.5 million for road 
development programme for the whole of the 
Region, £1.8 million was spent on the 
Midwest area. If he want.s more facts and 
figures · 'on this issue, he · could · call at my 
office. I would say, Mr Speaker, Sir, that 
the 'Government does not neglect that part of 
th.e ·.Region. I rather recommend to this 
honourable House to coriunend the Western 
Nigeria Government for its great efforts in 
the road development of the Western Region. 

, A mendment put and agree4 to. 

COMMENDATION OF GOVERNMENT~S 
ACTIVITIES I N WESTERN ~G~RIA 

Mr n:~ A. Popoola: Mx: · Speaker, Sir, 
.I rise to move the Motion standing in my name 
that this honourable House congratulate 'the 
Action G:roup Government of Western 
Nigeria for commendable services, partic
ularly for the gigantic projects successfully 
undertaken in h~11lth, education, social and 
economic spheres throughout the Region · 
since the attainment of power in 1952, and for 
the progressive schemes envisaged , for the 
future welfare of this Region . . 

It is a great pleasure for me to· have the ' 
opportunity to commend the selfless and 
unbroken services rendered by this Govern
ment to the masses of the people since it 
came into power in 1952 . . I have also to 
commend the electorate for placing their 
implicit confidence in such a Government 
that has so ably led· it democratically to true 
nationhood in the foremost position among 
all the other Governments of the Federation 
of Nigeria. · · .. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in praising and commend
ing the services successfully undertaken by 
the Government of Western Nigeria, J shall 
discuss them under the following headings:-

' 
Health Services.- It is known to everyone · 

that health is wealth. The Western Nigeria 
Government has established a · first-class 
gep.eral hospital in each Division throughout 
the Region which caters for the health needs 
of the people. 'Not only that, in this Region, 
a second-class general hospital has been 
established. Besides, dispensaries and 
maternity centres · have also been built 
throughout the W estern Region in · large 
towns as well as villages and hamlets where 
medical attention is adequately given to the .' 
inhabitants. Competent doctors staff these 
medical centres which · give attention to · 
hundreds of needy people, to say the least of 
efficient junior staff as well. In view of this, ~, 
this honourable· House will see with me the 
need to commend considerably the efforts of 
the Government in this direction. 

. :~! 

It is also notable that free medical treatment 
is available to all children up ·to the ·age ;. 
of fifteen. This is of great economic 
assistance·· to all parents and guardians ~ 1 

throughout the Region. . · , · 1 
· 

' -~ 41~ 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the parents and guardians··· 
have been helped economically by the Western · .. 
Region Government because, instead of ,, ' 
m aking .. use of their money for _ the medical 
treatment of their children they. have been, 
'able to· make use of that money for other t 
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purposes. And therefore, Sir, this is a . 
sreat help for the people of Western Region 
~rttl . f6F thi~ ; Bftt, tke 0 vernment , de§@f'VM 
the commendat.ion of this House. 

Again, Sir, I go to educational advance
ment.· In the first place, before the ed\tCation 

, of anf country or any Region for that matter 
. can be firmly. established, teachers must be 
trained and such teachers must be able 
to handle the · education of their country. · 
I commend the . efforts of the Western 
Region Government because so many Grades 
II and III" Teacher ·Training Institutions 
have been established in the Western Region 
to see to the training of teachers. 

. . Then ·· c~mes · the question · of graduate 
teachers. ,. They constitute the foundati'on 
of. education in any country. In this Region 
we . are lacking in the employment and 
training of . these graduate teachers. In 

·. addition, Mr Speaker, Sir, scholarship 
schemes have been established throughout 
·this . Region and. I dare say that men are sent 
either to be . traiped locally or overseas and 
when they all return, they will 'help· ·this 
Region. Mr Speaker, Sir, I pray for more 
continuity of'the educational system of this 
Region. (cheers from Gover,nment Benches 
and interruptions from Members of the 
Opposition) .... : .from Primary Education with 
Modern School Education and Secondary 
Grammar School Education. 

. In the .third place,' the University of Ife will 
be established within a few months. , There
fore, I commend the efforts of the Action 
Group Government of the Western Region 
in the field of education. ' 

. Lastly, Mr Speaker, Sir, I proceed to soci~l 
development: , The opening of the Liberty 
Stadium, Ibadan, was a big achievement for 
the Western Region Government in the 
field of sports. · On the · day of this opening 
the hon. Chief Obafemi Awolowo ........ . .. . 
(cheers from the Government Benches) .. ... . said . 

. that as many other stadia as possible would be 
opened in the Western Region ... (cheers from 
Government Benches) . · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the W.N.B.S. is another 
exhibition of the Western Region Govern
ment's achievement. This is a good medium 
for giving information to . the Reglon. And 
then coines the Western Region Radiovision 
Service. With this service, everybody is able 
to relax and watch through the medium of 
the Radiovision Service. Both of them are 
yery good sources of informati~n as well as 
education for all our people and as well to the 
children who· attend our schools- either 
primary, secondary modern or secondary 
grammar schools. 

Also M r Speaker, Sir, I go to econ omic 
development. Just recently, Sir, Sir 
Aderemi, the Governor of Western Region, 
ofihiiEllly opened the new buildings of the 
Schaal of A~rfeuhure nnd. tht! new building!~ 
of the Research Headquarters at . Moor 
Plantation. To further develop this Region, 
an agricultural farm has been opened at Oyo, 
the , Apoje Farm Pr·oject at Ijebu-Igbo, · 
the- Agege Dairy, the various farm institutes 
and .farm settlements and many other 
development projects in the. Midwest areas 
of this Region, have been established. 
All these, Sir, is to stabilise the economy of 
the Western Region, which is mainly agricul.:
tural. There are other economic projects 
by way of industrialising the Region and in 
this group we haye such projects as the . 
Western Region Housing' Corporation Estates 
at Bodija and Ikeja poth of which will help 
to improve the standard of living Of our 
people; we have the Ewekoro Cement 
Factory, the Aluminium 'industry, the 
industrial estates and so many others. . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, having mentioned these . 
various valuable achievements of the Action 
Group Government of the Western Region 
of Nigeria, as enumerated above, I have · 
no doubt that this House, this· honourable 
House, will agree · with me wholeheartedly 
that this Government is worthy of the com
mendation of · this House. May the Action 
Group Government of Western Nigeria live to 
continue these good services, and also to see 
to the progressive projects envisaged for . the 
future welfare of this Region. 
· -Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

M r L. A. Olukoju: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to second the Motion that this hon. 
House congratulate the Action Group . 
Government of Western Nigeria for com- · 
mendable services, particularly for the gigantic 
projects successfully undertaken in ·. health, 
education, social and economic - spheres 
throughout the Region: since the attainment of 
power in 1952, and for the progressive 
schemes envisaged for the future ·welfare 
of this Region. The. Mover of the Motion 
has ably said everything bu~ I wish 'to take 
some aspects of the Motion, in detail. . 
. To begin with, Sir, we have to comme,nd . 
the Government of this Region on the 
Free Primary Education Scheme. I know 
that · there are some Members on the 
other side of this House who will say that it is 
a common saying to mention it. I will tell 
them that it is the .result of careful planning 
which is thriving very well today. Why it. is 
very important is that the other Governmen.t 
of the Eastern Region of Nigeria, controlled 
by the NCNC . imitated this particular 
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scheme , and failed. They tried this and 
failed but this Government pursued this 
and it is thriving we11, then this Government 
deserves some commendation from this 
honourable House. 

The· result of the first batch of the Free 
·Primary School leavers of last year indica~e 
· that the ~ystem has worked very well an~ 1s 
good eno\.lgh. for the whole of the Federatwn 
of Nigeria. 

'Another point which is a . cre_dit to the 
Acti6n Group Government of Western 
Nigeria, Sir, is the Secondary Modern 
School system, which the Governm~nts ?f 
the Northern Region and Eastern Regwn wlll 
soon imitate and I am sure that if they do so, · 
they will be bringing progress to t~1~s cou~try. 
The produ<:ts of these schools wll; fifl:d Jobs 
in the teaching fields; they are go111g to 
be trained as clerical assistants in the civil 
s~rvice · th~y will take appointments in the 
farm ;ettlements and farm institutes. If 

Government. I would say that the Govern
ment is very liberal and that they believe in the 
welfare of ' the people. Even in the creeks 
where land is difficult to get for the building 
of hospitals the Government stil~ thinks: fit f 
to have floating hospitals and . d1spensanes. 
All this is the result of foresight. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg•'to go still ' further. 
The Schools of this Region are in· no way 
comparable with those of the other Regions, 
and this will be seen from• the resl,llts of the 
last year's School Certificate examination. 
There is no doubt, therefore, Sir, that when 
the University of Ife starts, the Western 
Region will be given an opportunity of 
University education which will be second 
to none. Th'e youths of this Region will be 
given opportunity to improve their education 
and then come back to serve this Region 
to greater prosperity. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if I should mention· every 
aspect of the Welfare State, it will take. us 
some time, but all the same, I must·mentwn 
water supply, electricity, road tarring, agricul
ture and !>.orne , other developments pursued 

. with vigour and one can · say that !he peopl~ . 
of Western Nigeria are really living · in a 
Welfare State. 

't his Government had not established this 
type of education whic~ q~alifies t~ese 
you11:g men and women for Jobs 1~ the v:anous 
industrial and development proJects 111 the 
Region-if they had not been giv~n such 
opportunities-:-they should be creat1~g u~
employment in this Region, in fact, 111 th1s 
country. And for this Government to have 
had such foresight. deserves the commenda
tion of this House. In my mind, Mr Speaker, 
Sir this Government deserves the com
me~dation of this House.. · I recommend that 
the new establishment; the farm settlement, 
is a very important thing to be noted, because 
I 1 belit:,ve that Nigeria is an agricult~ral 
country in the mairi, and Western Regwn 
in particular, and that this · Government 
sees it right to introduce such a system to 
train our young generation to handle that , 
heritage .in improved farming and s? mal~e 
their life better is something for wh1ch th1s 
Government richly deserves- the · commenda
tion .of this House. This Government has 
had a very good foresight in establishing the 

• farm settlements. 
I g~ a little further, ·Sir, to say that this 

Action Group Government of Western 
Region deserves commendation in another 
field of importance, for creating a welf~re 
state for Western · Region in the Federatwn 
of Nigeria. Mention has already be~n made 
of the free medical treatment; it is also to be 
noted that in the Western Region of Nigeria, 
in every Division a hospitaLhas been• built; 
It does not mean that there is only one 
hospitaL In some . cases, there are m~ny. 
'In some Divisions we have some hosp1tals 
run by missionaries and .. yet aided by this 

Mr Speaker, Sir, to mention one more, the 
television, like the radio or the dailies, as a 
means of information and education, is one 
of those .things which should be commended ; 
on this 'Government. It· is true that we 
often hear "Western Nigeria Television
First in Africa". I think that only' is 
sufficient to make us happy that this Western · 
Nigeria, under the Action Group, is 'always ' 
the leader for other nations .. or countries. 
It is true they say that that of. the -Eastern 
Region is. "second to none". . ~ ·want to · 
make a point here. that you cannot break :· a : 

' record if somebody does not s~t the pace.,' 
If the Action Group does not introduce the·, 
television, it will be impossible · for' the 1 ·: 

NCNC in the East to establish · one, · ·and 
therefore the establishment of that one in the · 
Western 'Niger!a which is '.'First in Afric;:a"· . 
has caused the NCNC Government to fulfil ··· 
their promise and to say· that of the 
Region is "second to none" : That is .. 
impressive because someb~_dy who does some
thing first should claim tne credit. , · ' 

. •• ...A 

I say, Sir, without any fear of .. · 
thnt this Govctnrnent under the Ac~ion Group 
needs high commendation. 

I beg to second the Motion. 
Question proposed. · 
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IM;· S. A. Layonu: Mr ·Speaker, Sir, tion. The Action Groupers. today are not free. 
rise to oppose this Motion. . The They have no free movement. (Several 

fov.ernment of the Action Group is just Government Benches: You are misinformed). 
~1f!~ burgled house from where properties of You don't want Members of the Opposition 
he liuidlord were removed. ((Laughter from to refer to your characteristics. Your charac-
~_tilsides of the House). teristics are oppression, victimisation . . ... . 

·f· 1\ • • (Several Government Benches: Suppression, 
iM.J.· · Speaker: Will the hon. · Gentlemap · ) I '11 · · 
'ndly repeat that for the information of represswn. · · · · · · Wl say tt at the time 

members? you will hear me. 
.. . 
·~ .... ' \,., 
.'_;Mr Layonu: Mr Speaker Sir, it is a · 
0mmon saying that an opportunity once 
'ost .:cannot be regained. It is always _very 
_ifficult to regain such an opportunity. · 

..:ii~ 1952, we alllmo~ that the Action Group 
~tole· the Government from the NCNC. 
!Several Government B rmches: Where were 
~ou then?) In 1952, the NCNC won the 
,majority but due to the fact that some 
people sold their consdence and crossed 
?~er to the Action Group·; the Action Group 

,party had the opportunity at that time 
to steal the Government from the NCNC. 

,.Since 1952 Sir, it has been very difficult 
~or the NCNC to win due to all sorts of 
~ - practices of. the Action Group. During the 
.' elections, the Action Group will adopt fraudu-
-lent means, ' victimisation, and so on. That 
- is the reason why it has been . difficult for 
• the NCNC to take over the Government 
~ from the Action Group since that time so 
that I am always very surprised to hear 

; Members of the other side referring to the 
-.electorates - each time they speak, more 

;: especially the Leader · of the House. Every., 
time he gets up to speak, he will mention 
the electorates. The electorates of the 

~"·Western Region have lost confidence in 
"';· these people. (Laughter from both sides of 
':fl.··the House). 
{~: ' 'Mr Speaker, the motive behind this Motion 
i·· is to · ridicule the Government. I am sure 
;;~ that all the people in the Action Group 
.' .' today are not happy. The Action Group 
,.,·i_ has a tribalistic tendency. It always aClvo
.- -~· cates "life more abundant" for the selected 

few on top. I am very much surprised that 
a Motion of this nature should come to this 
House because the,Action Group is having a 
black record; even when a Motion was 

"~; brought to this House for a Royal Commission 
.' ~ ·~ on the activities ' of the . Government of the 
(' Western Region by the late Alhaji Adegoke 

Adelabu (laughter from both sides). Why was 
the motion , not passed if the Government 
had nothing to hide? That shows purely 
that the Government has 'something to hide 
and it has a black record. The Action 
Group can never be clear in its ways. They 
·always win all elections, either parliamentary 
or local by fraud, gerrymandering and depriva-

Mr Speaker: Will the hon. Members 
who have _deprived me of the privilege of 
hearing what the hon; Gentleman has said 
please listen when he repeats. 

Mr Layonu: I said the characteristics 
of the Action Group which Members of the 
Government side don't always like us to 
refer to --~re, oppre'ssion, victimisation, sup-

. pre_ssion, intimidation and deprivation. 
' 

.Mr Speaker, Sir, it is always v~ry difficult 
to understand how such a party like the Action 
Group can ever be taken seriously with 
its inconsistencies. The Motion should be 
rejected on the following grounds:- . 

(1) The Action Group does not enjoy 
farmers' confidence. ·They have ·· drastic
ally reduced the price of cocoa, even 
this, according to Governor's Speech, 
have made farmers to lose their prosperity. 
(Go·vermrm:t B eudU's: Hllw told you?) 
It is in page 5 of the Governor's Speech) 
The Governor said the prosperity of the 
farmers has been lost due to cocoa price 
changes. 

(2) The Government has concentrated 
its development programme, and its deve
lopment projects and social welfare . to 
only limited already-developed areas. 

The Mover of the Motion has indicted 
. himself when he was referring to the develop-· 

ment project of the Government. He 
referred_ to Ewekoro, Ikeja, Ibadan. He 
has forgotten to refer to Ijebu or to Oyo, 
his constituency, or Oshun, the Division 

· of the Premier. The Action Group has 
neglected under-developed areas completely, 
not only areas which · do not support the 
Government, even areas from where the 
back benchers of the Action Group come 
from. During the ·Action Group regime, 
many people have experienced hostile action 
through Action Group seeking to ignore the 
legitimate interest of the people. 

Mr Speaker: I can hear somebody saying 
that the . honourable Membe-r is reading 
from his notes. I allow him to continue. 
(Laughter from both sides). 

• ",._' ; I 
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Mr Layonu: Mr Speaker Sir, when you 

- refer to electricity and water supply at Eqe, 
I must seize this opportunity to say that water 
supply and electricity i!'l Ede are not the · 
achi!'!vements of this Government.-- They are 
the achievement of the old Legislative 
Council in its Ten-Year Development Plan. 
It ' is a gross mistake- to refer to that . . You 
cannot point to any achievement of the 
Action Group Government in my constitu
ency. It will , be gross political dishonesty 
for somebody from Oshun Division to 
support this Motion. . I would request the 
Mover of this Motion to withdraw it. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, having 
listened to the Member · for Ede-Ejigbo 
South, one feels constrained to make a 
reply so that the people who do not know 
the facts may not go away with ,the impression 
that he has spoken the truth. 

The· hon. Member, Sir, started by saying 
that as a result of the activities of the Action 
Group Party members of the NCNC 
have been made very unhappy. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I agree entirely with the hon. Member. 
The reason being that even Ii.erc tonight 
when · Members of the Legislature are 
supposed to be on their seats to make 
contribution to the debate for which they 
are adequately paid and also including the . 
Leader of , the Opposition, they are now 
at Illa. mourning over their loss this morning 
(Interruptions ......... . ........ ). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Members of this House 
are paid £840 salary plus £140 for car 
maintenance as well as 1s per mile. Where 
are the Members of the front bench of the 
Opposition? Where are the 42 members 
on the other side? (Government benches: 
Now thirty-eight or forty members). They 
are not on their seats because the interest 
of their party outside the Legislature is 
mot:e important than the jcb which they are 
paid to perform on the floor of this House. 

The hon. Member also spoke about oppres
sion and , victimisation: If it is true that 
the Action Group Government oppresses 
and deprives people of their liberty and 
movement, the hon. Member would not 
continue to be in the U.A.C. where-- he is 

. working at 'the moment. (Interruptions). 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I am told Sir, that he is 
no longer there. I do not need to tell 
Members· why he is no longer there. We : 
can' understand, Sir, that where a man gives 
very good service, where he · gives very 
honest service, . and ·is making money he 
will still be in that service, even his employers 
of course, will ask him to stay. (Interruptions 
· ......... · ... ). 

The Member said that it was as a result 
of the ten-year development plan that 
water supply was given to Ede and Oshogbo. 
For all I know Sir, when Chief Obafemi 
Awolowo was the Premier of this Region 
and waterworks in Oshog&o were . being 
constructed, it was a result of the request 
made to him that Ede and Oshogbo were 
given preferential treatment in the matter 
of the repayment of . the loan given for 
water construction and the amount of 
money involved was half a million pounds 
and the money came from the purse of this 
Government. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in any event, I think " 
that the people we ought to beg are the 
electorates who keep on changing Members 
of the other ·side. I think that if people 
discharge their duties honestly and they 
continue to be Members of this House for 
any length of time they would not have ·a · 
short memory. When the hon. Member 
was speaking he said that there are no 
amenities in Oshun Division. Only recently 
the hon: Premier of this Region opened 
formally the Farm Settlement at Ogbomosho, 
not ·only that Sir, an· Industrial Estate is 
also proposed for Oshogbo. Now at Ede, 
there is the only Government Girls' Secondary 
School in the whole Region. Not only that, 
Sir, all the towns and villages in Oshun 
Division are provid~d with rediffusion se~ice 
and .. all these were ~:l:qe to the activities of the 
Action Group members irt the area. I· 
think Sir, that ther~ is hardly any village or 
town which has not got some road tarred 
in Oshun Division. · . 

What happens, Mr Speaker, 'Sir, is that 
some members get elected in Ede/Ejigbo and 
live in Lagos . They only come home on 
Saturdays when they hear something about 
the Action Group. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Member ought 
to know that certain things are taken into 
consideration before the establishment of 
Industries. 'When it was · learnt that the 
Ewekoro Cement Factory is -going to be sited 
in Egbado Division, I was very happy. 
But when the experts arrived they had to 
choose a site very near the Railway Station 
where the transportation -of their products 
. would be quicker and cost.less. . .. 

.. .. . ~~ 

The hon. Member said that we bought -~ 
· Members after the election in 1952. Surely . 

Sir, if that is correct there must be somet.hing 
,wrong with the Members opposite. · In 
1956 when we had a direct election in -this 
Region, the Action Group was returned to 
power. In 1960 we had another Regional 



,, 
; ,; Commendation of 28TH MARCH, 1961 Government's Activities 170 

w :ODEBIYI] 
,1.._ . .. 

[(m and the Action Group was returned 
•wer with greater majority ......... (cheers 
th;~ Government Benches). 
· ~~; Speaker, Sir, only · last Saturday, 
t11,e Members of the Opposition and their 
campaigned about the reduction in the 

s 7 of cocoa to farmers in Egba Division, 
\:ction Group trounced the NCNC a~ 
as its allies the Mabolaje/NPC Grand 
1.ce. 
' 
:1at people from overseas ' have always 
about the Western Region Government 
at it is a .Government which . has put 
velfare of the people foremost in their 
. s. , 

r ' Speaker, $ir, I beg to support the 
on. 

le· Minister · of Chieftaincy Affairs 
J. 0. Omitowoju): Mr Speaker, Sir 
1pporting this Motion; I have to state 
the , people of Ife are particularly happy 
t tpe siting of the "()niversity to be 
• by. the Western Nigerian Government 
le-Ite. vVe thank the Government for 
h{storical gesture and the - people of 

o J?rovince for their magnanimity in 
'?.t;tjng this decision. 

lot of gigantic projects have been carried 
in different parts of the Region. As 
He, the original home of the people 
1.is' Region and other lands extending to 
s ~of Northern Nigeria and Ghana, it is the 
on Group Government of Western 
;!~ia that has thought it fit to honour this 
Jiical town . with a seat of learning that 
l 'be second to none in Mrica and rimk 
•ng the bestin the world. 
.1. 1the past Ife was famoils for its, museum. 
: future is now bright for her advancement 
it will be one of the important, University 

ns of the world. · . ' 
'here is a gigantic water scheme going on in 
ap.d a new hospital that befits this ancient 
n is under construction. 
.urely the Government which has done 
these things deserves all p'raise and 
gratulations . . 

!lr Speaker, Sir, I support the Motion. 
tir .K. 0. ·Owonikoko: Mr · Speaker, 
, I am opposing this Motion. I rise to 
icate that if anybody reads :this Motion 
y carefully he will be struck by . one 
a, that is, the idea of fishing for compli
nts where compliments are. not really 
:essary. The Mover 'of this Motion 
o hails from Oyo shamelessly moved this 
>~i~n when really since 1952 the Action 

:>.,;. 

Group has executed their power to exile the 
late Alafin (Opposition Benches: Shame, · 
shame). It was in this very Division. that the 
Action Group has caused the greatest 
mischiefs .. by causing a great ...... (interruptions) 
by causing a great disturbance whereby many 
souls were lost and many were hanged. 

-I had expected the Mover of this Motion to 
condemn this Action Group Government of 
the West particularly for discrimination 
in the distribution of amenities, legislation of 
the infamous Chiefs Law of 1957, the 
deposition of Chiefs and perpetration of acts 
of oppression ...... (Government Benches: 
Suppression, depression) ..... . against, and victi-
misation of the members of the NCNC in 
this Region . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I come to the other 
point ''Which is the most important: This 
point concerns the overall development of 
this Western Region, which is very often 
advertised in the papers and often in this 
House, that is the question of industrialisa
tion. 

. Most of these industrial projects 'were 
, concentrated iri Ikeja Division (Government 
Member: And therefore what?). These pro
jects on this aforesaid site could have been 
better sited all over the Region to combat the 
unemployment now pressing in the Region. 
Regrettably, due to the Action Group 
shortsightedness these ' projects · were 
concentrated on this very s1te. Really 
everybody is aware that this very site is on a 
certain land of the Western Region which will 
be affected because of the implementation of 
Federal extension which is almost . ready 
(Loud applaztse from . the Opposition side). 
When . the Action Group Party recently 
expressed their grave concern about this 
extension they said that it may likely cause a 

. great disunity in their Party and in the 
country, as a whole. 

We of the NCNC believe perfectly well 
that the NCNC will not only make the 
Federal capital worthy of "One Nigeria" 
capital, but it will afford the Oba of Lagos 
the privilege of being linked with his neigh
bours (hear, hear). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is the characteristic of 
the Action Group Party to deny amenities to 

· the towns and constituencies belonging to 
the NCNC. For instance, my own constitu
ency. This Government since its inception · 
about nine years ago does not consider it fit 
to provide any amenities like hospital, water 
~upply 'and other industrial pr.ojects, for the 
only reason that this town believes in the 
NCNC. Obviously, the Action · Group 
minority within my . constituency are the 
sufferers because the hon. Premier and his 
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colleag1,1es cannot afford to accommodate all 
these Action Group minority in my constitu
ency to come to thei~ own towns where these 
amenities have been concentrated, and 
therefore all those minority Action Group 

·members in my constituency become doubly 
unhappy because in the lifetime of the 

. Action Group the amenities enjoyed by the 
Action GToup are ' not. extended to them. 

If one reads the Moti~n which is presented 
to· commend this Government, one would be 
stn.lc:k again by the infamously manufactured 
Chiefs Law of Western Region whereby a 
dog can be recognised as a Chief and becomes 
unchallengeable (Opposition Benc;hes: Shame, 
shame). 

For instance, Sir, on 27th February, 1961 
in my constituency . .... . (interruptions) (Chief 
Akintola: . You call His Highness a dog?) .... . . 
on 27th February, 1961 my constituency was 
nearly turned into a second Katanga when 
some Nigerian Police arrived in my town 

, . 'without any just, cause. What happened? 
This police contingent were accompanied by 
the ~arliamentary Secretary to the Premier 
(Opposition Benches: For what?)., All of a 

. sudden. on the 4th of this month it was 
announced on the Radio that one Raji 
Adebola· was recognised as the Chief of Iseyin. 

If the Government of this Region ......... 
(Government Benches: His Highness, the 
A~eyin of lseyin). 

Chief Osuntokun: When referring to an 
Oba of the rank of the Aseyin of Iseyin it is 
only proper, in the Y oruba custom, to use the 
word ".Kabiyesi". (Opposition . Benches: 
What Order?). 

Mr Owonikoko: Mr Speaker, Sir, as a 
Y oruba born . .. . .... .. .. 

Mr Speaker: I think the hon. Member 
refers to a Chief in Iseyin. _I wonder. if he 
means a Chief -or the Aseyin of Iseyin 
in order to clarify the whole situation. 

; Mr Owonikoko: Mr Speaker, Sir, on the 
4th of this month Mr Raji Adebola was 
recognised as His Highness, the Aseyin 
of · Iseyin. (Government Benches: That is 
right, Kabiyesi) .... .. This Government when 
claiming perfection of . good government, 
not only in · this world even in Heaven, 
should advance a detachment of policemen 
into my constituency.. If the Govern
ment · knows really that they 'are doing 
the wishes · of the people and the King
makers of Iseyin, why is it necessary to 
instal the Chief in· my town' with police 
support? 

I want this Government, · Sir, to indicate 
any such or' similar incident in • Eastern 
Region where the NCNC is in power. 

(Government Benches: Tliere are no Chiefs) ... 
(interruptions). Mr Speaker, these are J;he 
characteristics of t.he Action Group in the 
Western· Region yet they claim to be perfect. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am very happy that I 
am here today. I can 'remember about · a 
week or two ago the hori. Premier from the 
same Oyo Province, came to my town and 
informed my people that: they have voted 
for an NCNC who is not acceptable to ·the 
House of Assembly when, in fact, I have been 
allowed today to speak in this House. · 

· Chief Akintola: Certain statements were 
attributed to •me, but the hon. Member did 
not speak in a way that I understood. Other
wise I have reason to contradict what he had 
said. He said the Member for Iseyin was 
not acceptable to the House of Assembly. 
My grammar is too comprehensive for him 
to understand (loud applause from Government 
Benches). .. 

Mr Owonikoko: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
observe that the Members on the· other side 

·would not let me speak as they often interrupt 
me. 

Mr Speaker, as often said by the Minister 
of Finance, I have a certain friend. He is 
nick-named Ojo. 'Whenever we call him· 
Ojo he declined to bear the narrie, and I told 
him that .. unless he refrained from his way
wardness, we shall continue to call him .Ojo. 
Until the Action b roup Government of the 
West and their people on the local·level ........ . 

Chief Aldntola: Mr Speaker, Sir, Ojo 
is a saqed name in this part oJ the world. 
Apart from anything else, Ojo is· one of the 
·sacred names in Ibadan, and apart from that, 
it is the name of the Chairman of the Public 
S~rvice Commission of Westerr Nigeria . . 

-I think you had better realise that and d~~·t 
drag that sacred n~me into the mud. · · 

,. ' 

Mr ~peaker: I hope the hon. Member 
has not imputed · that the narpe refers to the 
Chairman of the .Public Service, Commission. 

Mr Owonikoko : I am not referring to a 
member of a certain board mentioned by the 
Premier. 

If the Government of this Region · should 
refrain from oppression, suppression, victimi
sation (Government Benches: All the ':sions") .. . 
..... . (interruptions) ... · .. . it will have the support 
of all the people we represent in this House. It 
is always very interesting to hear the speech of 
the hon. Premier in which he promised to do all 

17: 1. i l '. 
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that , was - necessary to Members of the 
•nr'""1T. ". 'n in here and out but the . locaL 

a .. -. ... uJ.:rs of the District Councils regard 
Group as god and NCNC as felony. 

Mr Speaker,· Sir, in view of the perfection 
·· Action Group claims I suggest that 

Government Police should be handed 
to the Inspector-General of Police 

. the local government police are 
used by some Councils as the local 

-of the Action Group, · and use them 
·. tools of oppression and victimisation. 
'. Action · Group Government want to 

...... ,a.L ... . perfectiqn they should get proper 
for the local government police so 

they' could be like their counterparts in ' 
Nigeria Police Force, and by 'so doing 
will not be used by local councils and 

societies to oppress the people as they 
·. now doing. I think this is the proper 

for this Action Group Government to 
that the local government police belong 

everybody irrespective of whether .lie i.~ 
Action Group or NCNC. 

I do not consider that this. Action Group 
Government of this Region de~erves any 
commendation in this House. · Therefore 

· I beg to oppose. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
have only a short remark to make. I 

want to warn the hon. Member against the 
. criticism of the appointment and the ' re
. cognition of the Aseyin of Iseyin and that 

the Chiefs Law exposes such a . person to 
serious punishment without any option of 

· fine. Now this is Parliamentary debate and 
the hon. Member is. absolutely entitled under 
privileges of this House to s'ay what he likes. 
As a new_ Member, of this House, I will warn 
that he refrains from mentioning anything 
like it at home otherwise he will find himself 
in the warm embrace of the law and I will 
not be of any assistance. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is with these few words 
: I want to warn him serious.ly to refrain from 

referring to the appointment and recognition 
of the Aseyin of Iseyin ..... . 

Mr A dis a: In · rising to oppose this 
Motion, ·1 must say that I am not very much 
·impressed with the level of debate here 
_tonight, and to the level to which the hon. 
·Leader of the House has descended. I must 
· ·say that yesterday the hon. Leader of the 
:t:House said that in debates speakers should 
•,confine themselves to the expression of their · 
''-opinions and not with personalities. He 

has not .observed this rule in his speech... He 
has gone only to delve into the personality 

of the hon. Member for Ede-Ejigbo. He 
went eveu as far as to say why the hon. 
Member should be kicked oqt of his job. 

Mr Osuntokun: What the hon. Leader 
of the House said was that if Members 
are not free to move abo'l!~ in the Region as 
a result uf victimisation· and other "sions" 
it could not have been possible for the man • 
to be here . 

·· Mr Adisa: I will take the assurance 
from the colleague of the Leader of the House 
that it will never be repeated again on the 
floor of this House. I will say that the whole 
Motion should be thrown out and the Action 
Group Government o(,Western Region ...... 

Chief Akintola: Government of Western 
· Nigeria. 

A Government Back Bencher: You 
· are out of date. You are behind. time. 

Mr Adisa: The aspect in which the 
Action · Group of · this Region have totally 
failed is in the field of human relations. It 
is true that since the. Action Group came 
into power it has been trying to do its best 
but this best has , been very poor. That is 
why we say that it is not entitled to any 
encomium. When a business man starts a · 
besiness it is not for him to seek for praises, 
it is when he succeeds that he praises himself· 
I have this to say of the five-year develop
ment Plan. 

. Last year yoti. swindled this House ........ . 
·(interruptions). I said you swindled the 
undue praise of this House but I do not know 
what your other abilities might be in other 
spheres. 

A Government Bencher:. 
dled the NCNC and NPC. 

So you swin-· 
(interruptions). 

Mr . Speaker: . I did not hear the hon. 
Gentleman saying somebody swindled ihe 
NCNC and NP~ at the same tirrie (laughter). 
(Shame, shame). · 

Mr Adisa: I am not saying ·anything . 
about this statement whether responsible or 
irresponsibl'e but I want it to be repeated 
outside thi> House. I believe what is wrong 
with people in this planet is that people 
think they can deceive others an~ switch the . 
blame to people who are not blamable 
Evervbodv knows that the NCNC and NPC 
are i~ alliance · in the Federal Government 
so that the question of fish and fin, · does not 
anse. 
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Mr Speaker:· I think.' the hon. Premier 
is satisfied that the question of the £7,000 
from the NPC and £5,000 from the NCNC 
was due to the fact th,~t they are in allignce. 
(prolonged laughter). 

Mr Adisa: I think I have ~lt·eady 
thrown my challenge in respect of this 
matter to say it outside. When I say this 
Mr Speaker, it is not because I have anything 
.to fear from the establishment of so many 
customary courts in which the Action Group 
Government has indulged. We heard that 
585 customary courts · have been established 
in this Region and we are just wondering 
whether this Government is not deliberately 
pursuing a policy where everybody will 
land himself in jail. If they succeed it will 
be the most creditable achievement. 

Mr Speaker: All 'swindlers will find 
themselves behind the iron bars. (Laughter). 

Mr' Adisa: I say it is .wrong policy to be 
establishing so many industries at Ikeja. 
even though we all know of the power of 
the Federal Government to extend the 
Federal territory · to ·cover Agcge .... ........... . 

An . Opposition Member: . And Ogbo
mosho. 

Mr Adisa: If there will be any extension 
to Ogbomosho it . will be through Ilorin: 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think it is absolutely 
wrong .• to be e'stablishing industries where 
we know that sooner or later the Federal 
Government may extend its boundaries. 

I think it is absolutely wrong for the 
Western Region Government to establish 
customary courts in those places where, one 
day, the Federal Government will extend its 
jurisdiction. 

lV1r Speaker, Sir, I do not believe in the 
philosophy of the Western Region Govern
ment building stadia at fabulous amounts 
when· all these school leavers go about 
jobless. The best way to improve them is by 
endeavouring to teach lessons to children 
in school over ·and over again until they 

. understand the lessons. 

I do not believe that the hon. Minister of 
Local Government was correct on this 
question of challenging the recognition of the 
appointment of chiefs. I believe that if . he 
wishes to issue threats as he is a "Minister 
of Terror", the best place for him to do so is 

· outside this House. Here, ·we are fully 
covered, I say it is a .matter of comprehensive 
insurance to say that the recognition of the 
Aseyin of Iseyin is challenged in this House. 
I · challenge it, I say, because it is not in 
accordance with native ·law and customs 

justice, irrespective 
the hon. Minister. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, 

.t, . -~t. 
• < •• -~ }~ 

There are certain pamphlets whicM · 
necessary information sought on the .quest:101;1 
of the location of industries in Ikeja. . In 
man:y ·obvious factors combine together 
determine where it js wise or not to .go , 
this matter of location of industries;· some 
them being, · cheap , labour, transportation, 
entrepreneurship, etc. · Continuing' ' my· 
explanations on this question ._of loca .. ... 
industries in Ikeja urea, Mr. ·Speaker, 
I would be very much happy if, for ' 
own benefits, the Members. opposite' 
listen patiently once more. · The Ikej~ 
is very near the ports, as 'well as the 
facility of partnership with the· · 
Government through the Western · 
Development Corporation ..... . (interruptions)~ 

The 'hon. Member for Ibadan M~ 
Adeoye said something about the extensi:on 
of the Lagos boundary to the West. MaY' 
I ask with seriousness whether these · 
Members are citizens of Western Nigeria 

Western Nigeria is the smallest of all the 
three Regions in the Federation, and 
it is being contemplated by the NCNC or 
NPC to extend the boundary of Lagos 
If r may ' ask, what will be 'the feeling of ~-""""'·"
Members opposite ·to this matter, for'·. 
hope ·one day to be in control of the 
ment of this Region, if they happen to 
themselv~s in a plight whereby this , ·"'"·"'~v•••·· 
which is · the smallest Region in the: 
beirq~ reduced further than it is at present? 
I ,tl1ink this is a matter which requires · 
seriom attention ...... (interruption) and I ~m. 
quitt> sure too that the Prime Minister of-tht: 
Federation himself is aware of the dangers 
ent~iled, 
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~ [CHIEF OsuNTOKUN] 
,~ I a~ surprised, Mr ·speaker, Sir, that a 
'\c )'han hke the hon. Member for Ibadan, 
~;11as come to the floor of this House to argue 
. -that the building of the Liberty Stadium 
.~as ,, not worthwhile. I am sure that he 

;.:-aptly deserves to be known .. by the name 
.'"Omobolaje" for this. In fact, £ t million 

·:«\vas spent on this project, and already, Sir, 
· ,

1 
the~e have been requests .from other We~t 

-.:. Afncan Governments, askmg to send thetr 
:; staff 'to study the construction of this great 
~:: ach;,evcme~ t, . the Liberty Stadium. I . am 
~ ;very . certam that ,very soon, the Eastern 
·:' Region, the Northern Region as well as the· 

. "'Federal Government will erriulate this very 
·• modern monument. 

?1 . ~he hon . . Member for Ede also · raised a 
I question about Ede. On · this I would 
:_,. make very brief comments. and enumerate 
'' .what amenities and facilities do exist in Ede.· 

. First, there are farm settlements . for 
·. , which an acreage of land has already been 
: acquir~d · in Ede and Oshogbo. There is 
) .. electricity in Ede as well as water supply 
t·: ~osting about £ t million. R~ads in Ede ~re 
·., tarred. The whole place 1s dotted w1th 

maternity centres and dispensaries while 
,· · .~lso the whole place is full of primary 
:·' schools, secondary' schools, secondary 
. modern schools and a Baptist Teacher · 

·./.Training College. Lastly, there is an 
·. industry of Yam Processing to which 
.. ; the Finance Corporation has contributed 
i;', considerably, yet as a Member for Ede, he 
I' ., has come to the floor of this House to 

h)challenge the Government on the amenities 
:~: provided for Ede. * · Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. ' .. 

· Chief S. L. Akintola: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
!':' it is not my intention to elaborate further 

on the Motion itself .. I think it is advisable 
;. of course to make a statement on one rather 

·· explosive and controversial issue to which 
the Opposition has made reference. I do 
not quite ' . .tnderstand the relationship between 
the Members opposite and Western Nigeria. 
Whether they regard themselves as birds of 

· . passage in this Region or whether they · 
regard themseJves as indigenes of Western 
Nigeria. I raise this point because whenever 
matters affecting the welfare of this Region '· 
are -~aised the Members opposite always 
oppos·e them. They always seek to throw 
away their own possessions even against 

<the wishes of their people. This point is 
not explicable at · all. Do they regard . 

. themselves as sons of this Region? 
:Do they regard tpemselves as being at 

.. home in this Region? I wonder if they 

will ever rejoice at the· prospect of making 
it possible to cut a part of their own property 
and giving that part to other people to enjoy, 
I doubt if any of the Members opposite has 
a root in the Western Region . 

My father's house, for example, is my 
property and I will do anything on earth 
to keep it. I will fight to the last anybody 
who wishes to take it from me because I 
regard myself as a legitimate son of my · 
father (hear, hear). I · will enjoy owner
ship of my father's house with my brothers. 
But for the Members opposite this is n.ot 
the case. I do not question their morality : 
and I am not against them but I wonder if 
they are legitimate sons of their fathers, if 
they are true sons of this Region, the time 
has come for them to change their attitude 
as far as this question is concerned (hear, 
hear). 

Millions of people listen to what we are 
saying here and to them it would appear 
that this Re.gion does not belong to them. 
I would not say anything more and I only · 
advise them to continue along that line all 
the time because by dping so they make 
things comparatively eas'y for us on this side. 
You will all remember that when we met 
here last year we on this side of the House 
were not as many as we are today. Then 
it was a question of dissolving the Regional 
Government. That started well in advance . 
But with all their cries what do you see this 
year? By the grace of God, we have-returned 
to power with even a greater majority (hear, 
hem·). I · would ·not say anything more. 
Most of you who are here now are compara
tively new. Even my learned friend from 
Ibadan ......... my friend from Ibadan Rural. 
He is comparatively new in this House. 
I made _ a statement before and I wish to 
repeat_ ~he statement. 

By the grace of God and the will of the 
-people of Nigeria, we on this side of the 
House are the authors of the Constitution 
governing the Country of Nigeria today 
(hear, hear). If the Constitution is unknown 
to you then it will never be known to you 
(hear, hear). I am sure the mea11ing of the · 
Constitution is not' kno\.vn to many 
of them opposite. We on this side of the 
House and many of our comrades in \the 
whole of the Federation know the meaning 
of the Constitution and even we directed 
many others when the Constitution was . 
being formulated and we all agreed on 
what we thought might be the best thing 
for us. 

; I 
, · ~ 

.. ~ 
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(CHIEF AKINTOLA] 

Last year, during · the last election 
campaign, when the Prime Minister came 
down to Ibadan he and the hon. Member 
from Ibadan Rural promised to dissolve the 
Regional Government. But when we won 
th~ election wha,t did he say? He said that 
they had no power to do so. When the 
Constitution was made he knew that they 
could not dissolve the Government of any 
Region. , Even my learned Friend · from 
Ibadan knows, but he chooses to deceive the 

· people. My Friend from Ibadan has now 
shifted the argument from the dissolution of 
the Government to the extension. of Lagos 
boundary, that is , cutting away a portion of 
this Region. He has now embarked on the 
extension of Lagos boundary (shame, shame, 
shame). He was alive when the Prime 
Minister stated that no Governwent had the 
power to remove another Government. I 
would·advise them· that to . do that is not easy 
at all. · It is not easy to extend the boundary 
of Lagos at all. To do that, there are so 
many steps to be taken. Among the things 
to' take into consideration is the will of the 
people of this Region because they will be 
mostly affected. 
· The will of the people of Western Nigeria 
will take precedence over other points. I 
want to assure Members opposite that we on 
this side of the House cannot be threatened 
at all. · On the other hand we are fully 

:prepared: We are fully prepared to stand 
by the issue at any time. If the Members 

. opposite cannot understand the Constitution 
_:'·: i advise them to get interpreters to do the job 
· for .. them. We have many of such men in 

this House and thq will gladly help them: 
(Opposition Benches: 4.re most of your men 

on the other side interpreters who sit by the 
Post Offices?). 

l-Ion. Members of · this House should be 
good sons of their fathers but I doubt if we 
have such sons on the other side of the 
House. In other countries, the sons of 
those countries fight for their fatherland. I 
hope that the sons and the grandsons of the 
Members opposite will be able to read these 
efforts of ours in the hope that their fathers 
fought for their fatherland. If we continue 
to struggle for the fragmentation of this land 
to return some part of our land to other 
people, our sons may wake up one day to 
question the legitimacy of their fathers and in 
order to avoid that 1 have to appeal to you 
that the . less you spea~ of fragmentation . of 
this Region the better it will be for us all. 
In particular I will ' appeal to the· hon. 
Member from Ibadan. In any part of the 
world, it is a son's right to fight, not only to 
retain the property of..his own father, but to 
win more. I appeal to the Member for 
Ibadan" very strongly to think ' over again. 

Chief Osuntokun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to move that the Question be now put .. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: I beg to second. 

Question,proposed. 
Question put and agreed to . . 

Original question put and agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT . 

Motion made ' and Question proposed, 
That the House do now adjo~rn (Alhaji 
D. S. Adegbenro). .., 

Question put and agreed to. 

Adjourned accordingly at 9.iO p.m. until 
tomorrow; Wednesday, 29th March, 1961, at 
10.00 a.m. 

~. 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF . 
ASSEMBLY 

. WEDNESDAY, 29TH MARCH, 1961 

(The House met at 10.15 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 
. (Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

. ORAL ANSWERS TO , QUESTIONS 

LANDS AND HOUSING 

·· Notice 'to Illiterate Farmers about 
CompUlsory Land Acquisition ; 

· 10/13. JMr S. A. Layonu asked the 
Minister · of Lands and Housing whether he 
was aware of the fact that the majority of the 
farmers in the Westem Region are illiterates 
who do not read the Gaze.tte or other reports 

·.of our. parliamentary debates and if so, to 
know ·whether the Minister would devise 
better means (such as radio, television, etc.) 

. . of giving sucl1 notices when such compulsory 
land acquisitions are to be made by Govern..:· 

· me:qt. 

. The Parliamenta~ Secretary to the 
~. Minister of Lands and Housing (Mr C. A. 

Williams): The Public Lands Acquisition ·. 
La,w, Cap. 105 of Western· Nigeria provides 
that ·a Notice of Government's intention to 
acquire any land under that Law shall be pub
lished once at least in the Regional Gazette. 
Despite this p rovision, such notices are 
sometimes announced on the Radio in 
addition to the . Gazette publication. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Grant to lbadan District Council to 
improve Oje Market 

• · 10/23 . Mr S. A. Sanni asked the Minister 
of Local Government whether the Regional 
Government ·would consider the ·. advisability 
of granting substantial financial aid to the 
Ibadan District C<;mncil to improve the Oje 
Market in view of the fact that a large number 
of traders from · all over the Region come 
there to buy and' sell. ~ ., 

'· . 
· The. Par liamentar y · Secretary to the 

Minister of Local Government (Mr A. 
Atie): The Regional Government considers 
each year a number of applications from 
Local Government Councils for loans to 
build new markets or to expand old on<~s. 
Ibadan District. Council has not, as far as I 
know, applied for· a loan to expand the Oje' 

· Market. .When. an application is received 
it will be given such consideration as it merits. 

~· . 

Mr Ajimobi: I just want to know from 
the Minister if he has checked from the 
Ibadan District Council whether Oja-Oba 
Market has been demolished and that this 

. market requires attention from the Govern
ment. 

Mr Speaker: This is no supplementary 
· question. It is a new question entirely . 
( GovermJZent Benches: Shame!) 

LANDS AND HOUSING 

Limitations of Local Government 
Councils over Crown Lands 

10}40. Mr Ajimobi asked the Minis ~ 
ter of Lands and Housing what are the 

· limitations of Local Government Councils 
throughout the Region over ·Crown Lands 

• within their area of authority. 

M r C. A. Williams: Regional Crown ' 
Lands in Western Nigeria are ·under the 
exclusive control of the Regional Government . 
No Local Government Council has · any 
jurisdiction over such lands even if they lie 
in the area of the Council's authority. I( the ' 
Council requires any Crown land it has to 
submit an application to the .Ministry of 
Lands and Housing. No council may sell, 
lease, or in any way dispose of any Crown · 
Lands in its area. · · 

HEALTH AND SOCI AL WELFARE 

Increase in the number of Mater nity 
Centres in lbadan Rural Ar eas 

10/41. Mr Ajimobi asked the Minister 
of Health and ' Social Welfare whether 
Government intends to increase the number of 
Maternity Centres in Ibadan Rural Areas 
owing to the inc;rease in population and irt 
view of the fact that the majority of the people 
are unable to avail themselves of the use of 
the existing Hospitals at Ibadan. 

The Minister - of Health and Social 
Welfare (Chief j. 0. Osuntokun): Under 
the Special Health Development Programme, 
the Government has undertaken to build 
five new maternity centres in . rural areas 
under the Ibadan District Council; and one 
new centre in an area under the Ibarapa 
District Council. 

These new maternity centres are sited at 
Iddo, Iroko, Aremo/Agugu, Lalupon/ 
Erunmu, Akanran, and Lanlete (Ibarapa 
District Council). Some are nearing comple
tion. 

M r S. A. Layonu: I beg to ask the · 
Minister whether the Government will 
consider tne advisability of providing more 

.· ,. 
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.hospitals and maternity centres in Oshun 
Division in view of the fact that it is the 
largest Division in Western Nigeria.· 

Chief -Osuntokun: 1\tlr Speaker, Sir, 
that is not a supplementary question. A sup
plementary question is supposed to arise 
from the main question. 

10/50. Alhaji B. 0. F,awehinmi asked 
the Minister of I-iealth and Social Welfare 
.what efforts are . being made by the Govern
ment to prevent the spread of Tuberculosis 
in · the Western Region. 

Chief Osuntokun: The hon. Member 
is referred to my answer to question No. 10/74. · 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Transfer of Local Government Staff 

10/61. Mr N. A. Adibi asked the Minister 
: of Local Government how m~ny inter

divisional or provincial transfers were made 
jn the last year in the Local Government 
·Service and what are the reasons for the 
transfers. 

Mr Atie: The administrative and profes':' 
sior1al employees of the Local Authorities 
in this Region are members of the Unified 
Local Government Service and they are 
centrally deployed' and subject to transfer by 
the Local Government Service Board from 

. one CounCil to another. There is therefore 
• no inter-divisional or in~er-provincial transfer 

as· ·such: However, ·a total 'of sixty-five 
transfers of the members of the Unified 
Service were made during the year 1960 as 
exigencies of the Service demand, for example 

· transfers caused by acting appointments, 
promotions and leave reliefs. 

Other Council employees who are membe~s 
of the . Local Government Service can only 
be transferred from one Council to another -· 
if both Councils and the empolyee 'concerned 
mutually agree to the transfer. In the year 
1960 only one inter-Council transfer of this 
natU.re was reported to t:nY Ministry .. 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE 

· Government sponsored Maternity 
. clinics 

10/73. Mr Adibi asked the Minister of 
Bealth and Social ·Welfare to state ' the 
number of Government sponsored maternity 
clinics and also dispensaries -now operating 
in the 'Region. 

Chief Osuntokim: 
' Total No. of Government dispensa-

n~ 5 

Total No. of Local Government 
dispensaries 

Total No. of Government Maternity 
388 

Centres .. , .. . 1. 
(There are maternity wings in almo~t ail the 

Hospitals and also there are four Government 
Rural Health Centres). ,. 

Total No. of Local , _Govern~ent 
Maternity Centres 

INFORMATION · : 

221 

Publicity of Government Activities , 
i~ Schools 

10/77. Mr Adibi asked the Minister of 
Information whether and how · the pupils 
of Primary, Secondary Modern Schools and · 
Secondary Grammar Schools were kept 
informed of the Government activities in the 
various fields and to indicate what steps' 
were being taken to expand the means of 
communicating information to the people 
of this Region. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Information (MrS. A. Okeya): · 
School 'children throughout Western Nigeria 
share with all people of the Region the ·services 
provided· by the Ministry of Info~nia
tion. These services include film shows, 
weekly radio and television programmes, · 
a weekly newspaper, a quarterly illustrated .. 
magazine and other publications en !.the , · 
activit~es of the Government of Western ~: 
Nigeria. .,... .• · 

. . ' l, . 

The ·Ministry runs forty cinema vans ~ind :, . 
six cinema barges located throughout 'l theo· 
Region. These vans show regularly 
produced by the Ministry. These 
are · also shown .on the Vvestern N'.,.,_. .n,.. ,.~.

Television Service and in this 
over 200 television sets have been 
to most of the Secondary Grammar u\..JLlU\J!,., 

Secondary Modern . Schools • and 
Training Colleges in the areas at 
served by the W .N.T.V. My 
arr(IJ1ges a weekly Public Service 1--'r,..,a,r<>rnrru> 

on W·.N.T.V. which ' i~ devoted to 
activities of Government departments . 
which can be watched by all · 
schools and hom~s having television '' 
A weekly newspaper Western News 
a special Children's Page is very · 
amongst school-children. Every · 
Ministry produces a half-hour .radio 
gramme on the Nigeria Broadcasting 
tion system projectin¥ the· activities 
G overnment. T he cmema vans and 
alse relay n tlW§ . · items on the .: 
of the Government throughout ·the 
In thirty Information · Centres 
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the Regionf various publications are made 
available to the general public and from 
records, . school-children . patronise these 
centres very well. 

· BUSINESS: MOTIONS 

Susp.ension of Standing Order 4 (2) 
The Minister of Finance and Leader of 

the House (Chief J~ A. 0. Odebiyi): I beg to 
move that Standing Order 4 (2) be suspended 

f this day to allow the House to continue 
~ . .. !Jitting after 1.00 p.m,., if necessary. . r 

•1 ·• The "Minister of Trade and Industry 
~. (Chief A. 0. Adeyi): I beg to second. 
f ~ ~ ,, 

:~ ,, · Question proposed. · 

~:.~r,., Qu.estion,Pit.t and agreed,to. 
l ~ . 
!. ' Adjournment until Wednesday 

Sth April, 1961 
Chief Odebiyi: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 

beg to move that at its rising this day, the 
Hou'se shall adjoi.trn ·until Wednesday, 5th 
April, 1961. 

../ . - • ~ . l , ~ 

Chief Adeyi: I beg to second. 
·: Question proposed. 

Question put a~d agr.eed to. 
.. _,. 

Sitting ·arrangements 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Me~bers have had the 
. chart showing sitting arrangements distributed 

to them. I would like to point out that it 
is subject to amendment and the amendment 
·will be ~forthcoming ' so . that by the time '· 
we CQme back here on the' 5th ·of next month, 
probably you will find your name attached 
to a· seat quite different from where you are 
sitting now, and that will be the arrangement 
for the time being. This is subject .to 
amendment: . 

The Leader of the Opposition (Mr R. A. 
Fani-Kayode): Mr Speaker, Sir, we . on 
this side feel that when the Leader of the 
House makes any change in the sitting 

. arrangements, as proposed, he should consult 
· . the Opposition. 

i ' 

. Mr Speaker: The reason why the sitting 
1' · :arrangements have not been finalised is due 
.f to the fact that I have not had the opportunity 

;·, ' of contacting the Leader of the House anq the 
r Leader of the Opposition for my final 
· arrangements on the matter; and I can assure 
, the hon. Gentleman that the Leader of the · 
. :. ·, House, on behalf of the Government Benches, · 

" and the Leader of the Opposition, even the 
hon. Member, Mr 'Adisa, will be consulted. 
:; .... (laughter from both sides of the House) . .... . 

,We ~ have to go back . to Questions for Oral 
Answers. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT · 
Functions of a District Cpuncil 

10/88. Mr Y. L. Ogunleye asked the 
Minister of Local Government if he would 
make a definite statement in regard to the . 
main functions of a District Council in view 
of the fact that there are occasional · frictions 
between certain Town Planning AuthoritieS. 
and District Councils. · · 

Mr A tie: The short answer to my 
hon. Friend's question is that the functions of 
each Local Government Council are pre;. 
scribed in the Instrument establishing that 
Council under the Local Government Law, 
Cap. 68. The functions of a .Town Planning 
Authority are laid down in the Town and 
Country Planning Law, Cap. 123. · · 

There are, however, certain functions which 
may appear to be common to both Local 
·Government Councils and ·Town Planning 
Authorities where the latter . have been 
established, and I imagine it is this aspect 
upon which my hon. Friend seeks informa
tion. This is a' .matter ·;;f common interest 
to m:y 'colleague, the Minister of La~ds and 
'Housing and myself, and before answering 
this question I have consulted my colleague 

·who has agreed with the terms of this reply. 

My hon. Friend will be familiar with the ,. 
Instruments by which · Local Government 
Councils are established and by which 
functions are conferred upon . them: I 
need not, therefore, ehiborate upon them. 

. Where a T~wn · Planning Authority ' is 
· .established under the provisions of the 

Town and Country Planning Law; Cap. 123 
it has a statutory refp msibility to · frame a . 
scheme to be submitted to the . Governor for 
approval. The scheme may provide for any 
or all the services s"et out in the First Schedule 
to the Law, that is, the roads, amenities, 
public utility services, sanitary arraqgements, 
etc. And thus it will be seen that a Town 
Planning Authority can exercise within ·its 
declared area functions which have also been 
conferred upon Local Government . <;oundls. · 

In practice what happens is that the Auth
ority prepares a master plan for its area of 
jurisdiction, .and it is not, in practice, 
responsible for executing this master plan in 
detail; but must ensure that the development 

, is in . conformity with . the master plan . 
Within the area of the master plan the 
Authority may prepare a scheme and execute 
the same. Throughout the area of the 
master plan, Local Government bodies c;on:
tinue to exercise their normal statutory 
functions. 

( • 

; I 
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[MR ATIE] 
It is possible, however, in certain circum

stances, for a Town Planning Authority to be 
directly ·responsible for the execution of a 
scheme. But should this be the case, the 
authority would assume responsibility legally 
for exe~cising those functions conferred upon 
the Local Government Council· in question, 
which are set out in the First Schedule of the 

~ · Town and Country Planning Law. 
.. My. colleag~e and I encourage the closest 

l_iaison over the matter of the relationship 
between Local Government Councils and 
Town Planning Authorities, and we are 
engaged at present in an examination of 
certain practical difficulties which have 
arisen, so that these might be resolved to. the 
mutual advantage of the two bodies. 

HOME AFFAIRS 

' :Accommodation f~r IV1embers during 
Sessions of Parliament 

1,0/100. Mr. J. 0. Kehinde asked the 
Minister of Home Affairs what steps were 
being taken by the Government to provide 
·accommodation at Ibadan for the Members 
of the J:Iouse of Assembly., during the Sessipns 

·of Parhament. 

The Parliamentary. Secrefary to the · 
·Minister of Home Affairs (Mr J. G. 
Adeniran): Government has always been 
anxious to provide accommodation for as 
mimy Members of the Regional Legislature 
as possible during the Sessions of both 
Houses. In this regard, the Ibadan Cafering 
'Rest House chalets have always been closed 
to the public · during the sittings of the two 
Houses of the Regional. Legislature so that as 
'many Members as possible may be accom
modated therein. · But I think I ought to 
say that the likelihood of beip.g ablt< to provide 
accommodation · for all the Members of the 
Legislature-ov~r 200 of them- during the 
sittings of both Houses, i~ remote as demand 
for accommodation at other times is nowhere 
near that figure. in the circumstances, 
hon . . Members will be best advised , to get 
accustm,ned to seeking private or hotel 
accommodation in Ibadan township during 
the. sittings of the Regional Legislature. 

. Mr A. Onasan'ya: Mr Speaker Sir, in 
view of the fact that Members who are 
fortunate to · get Catering Rest House 
accommodation in Ibadan are subsidised on 
the fees paid in Rest Houses, what arrange
ments are being ma.de .about Members who 
arrange private accommodation. 

. . 
Mr Adeniran: 

question. 
I require notice of that 

'Mr C. 0. Olamigoke : Is it beirig 
contemplated to build fiats ; such as the one 
in Lagos for the Members of the House · of 
Representatives, for the use of Members 
of . this House when they are attendi~g 
meetings in Ibadan? 

The Minister of State (Justice) (Mr 
J. E. Babatola): Mr Speaker Sir, Govern
ment is not at present contemplating building 
such fiats. · 

' 
Mr A. Atohengbe: Does the Minister 

not consider it socially humiliating to lodge 
two male adults in the same chalet? 

The· Minister of Home Affairs (Mr Duro 
Ogundiran): The question of two men . 
lodging together is one of agreement. If 
two men can live together, it is good for them. 

(Mr Speaker: Even if they bring their 
wives). (Laughter). · s 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL WEtF ARE 
Free Medical Treatment for Teachers of 

Voluntary Ag,ency Schools 

·-10/121. Mr R. 0. Areola asked the 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare why 
the teachers from Voluntary Agency Schools 
pay for treatment received at General 
Hospitals while Governm~nt 'teachers are 
treated free of charge. 

Chief Osuntokun: Payments for 
tr-eatment .received at General Hospitals are 
made under the Hospital Fees Regulations. 
Under these Regulations only employees in 
the service of Government are exerp.pted 
from the payment of fees. Teachers from 
Voluntary Agency Schools are not exempted 
from payment under these rules. Similarly, 
staff of Public Corporations sponsored . by 
Government are not exempted. . , 

Separate Wards for Tubercular 
Patients in the Epe General Hospital 

10/128. Mr J. A. Odutuga asked the 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare 
whether the Government would consider ;. <f · 
the advisability of .,building separate wards . 1 

. ' ~-
. for Tubercular patients in the Epe General ' · · 
Hospital rather thim continue. to keep these 
patients on the verandah as at present. . ;· 

Chief Osuntokun ; Tuberculosis patients 
are kept on the verandah · as part ·of their 
treatment. An abundanc.e of frebh ·· air is 

· known to be highly beneficial to these patiehts. 
The new policy of the . Government as regards 
the treatment of Tuberculosis is to rely 
increasingly on the domiciliary and out
patient treatment of. cases. This accords 
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· [CHIEF OsuNTOKUN] ·· ; 

~·with mod~rn trends in many tropical and 
sub-tropical countries and is recornrnended 

. by the World Health Organisation. Certain 
; types of cases will require . admission into 
hospital. Such cases will · continue to be 

• accommodated on the verandah of general 
hospital wards or in Special Chest Clinics. 

~ The Government will take steps to increase 
~~ ·~he ·available bed accommodation for these 

speCial cases as the need arises. 

~~ : Mr V. I. Amadasun: Is the Minister 
aware that air is made up of oxygen, nitrogen 

! . arid •Carbon dioxide? ' Which of these is 
· b.~neficial to a tubercular patient? (laughter). 

Chief Osuntokun: What I have said is 
· that fresh air is beneficial to these patients. 
:The hon. Member has analysed the compo

{ nents of "air". · What further answer does 
~ he want? If the Member has tuberculosis, 
~.he should confess. : 

:¥' · Mr Amadasun: . If the fvtl.nister does not 
r: know anything about , it, he should confess 
-~< to' this House; 

Mr F. Osuhor: I wish to know why the 
, ~· Minister of Health found it necessary to keep 

together ·people suffering from tuberculosis. 
'; . and peopl~ suffering . from other diseases. 

' : Chief Osuntokun: Mr Speaker Sir, the 
hon. Member is getting things mixed up. 
What I did say is that it has · been comfirmed 

1 by modern methods 'that fresh air is beneficial 
to these patients and it has been recommended 
that patients should be kept in the verandah of 
hospitals. They are not kept in the general 
wards .,and so are not mixed up with .patients 
suffering from other diseases. 

LANDS AND HOUSING 

Appoi11tment of a 
Boundary. Commissioner 

. 10/135. Mr E. 0. Oke asked the Minister 
of Lands and Housing what efforts have 
been or are being made to recruit a Boundary 
Commissioner for the settlement of the 
various boundary disputes occurring in 
different parts of the Region. 

Mr Williams: ·.The post of Commis
sioner for Boundary Settlement in the 

. Ministry of Lands .and Labour (now Housing) 
was first ad vet tised as Western Regional 

, Notice No. 144 of 21st February, 1957 in 
' . . Western Region of Nigeria Gazette No.9 of the 

· ·same . date. The Public Service Commission 
. was unable to find an applicant with the quali
. fications prescribed in . the advertisement, 

the main reason being that those who were 
otherwise qualified lacked legal qualification. 
Further consideration is being given to . 
re-advertising the post . 

ltsekiri Communal Land Tt:ustees 

10/147. · Mr D. E. Okumagba asked the . 
Minister of Lands and Housing to state 
whether the I tsekiri Communal Land Trus
tees have negotiated fresh deeds with the' 
former Warri Crown Lessees . and if so to · 
request the Minister to furf1ish the honourable · 
House with a copy of such deeds. 

Mr Williams: The · I tsekiri Communal 
Land Trustees have made offers of new leases . 
to the former Warri Crown Lessees. ·About 
fifty of these lessees have ac~epted the ·offers 
and executed Deeds of leases which are in 
process of Stamping and Registration. 
Copies of the Deeds are available for inspec
tion in the · Ministry of Lands and Housing · 

" on payment of Ss for every half an hour 
of part thereof spent on every search. 

Mr Okumagba: Is the Minister aware 
that the_ Warri people petitioned Govern
ment abput the new lease to be negotiated 
between them and the I tsekiri .Communal 
Land Trustees. Why did the Minister not 
instruct the Itsekiri Communal .Land Trus
tees to hold on till the petition is considered? 

The Minister of Lands and Housing 
(Chief J. 0. Adigun): I am aware . that . 
some of the lessees petitioned the Government 
and the matter is being handled at present. 
I am not convinced that a good case is being 
made until I have listened to them. 

Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode: How can the 
Minister be convinced whether a good 
case has been made or not without listening 
to the c~se? · 

Chief Adigun: So far, papers submitted 
to me have not convinced me that a good 
case is being made. 

Mr Okumagba: The Minister has 
announced that ·he would . still look into 
the case and in fact is making some · attempt 
to hold some interview with people who have 
petitioned. I will like to know whether h(( 
would consider the terms of the leases so far 
signed if he is satisfied that a good case is 
made? 

Chief Adigun: · I would like to consider 
it if a case has been made, but a case has not 
.been made. 
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Ukpe Communal Land Trustees emphatically stated that NCNC , members 
~0)148. Mr · Okumagba: asked the should be appointed to all Assessment' 

M1mstet of Lands and Housing to state Committees in that area? 
whether the Ukpe Communal Land Trustees 
hl:ld negotiated fresh deeds with the former 
Sl:lp~le Crowl! Lessees ·and if so, to request the 
Mmister to furnish the honourable House 
with a copy of the conditions of such deeds. 

Mr Williafl}s: The Okpe Communal 
Land Trustees have made offers of new leases 

· to . the· former Sapele Crown Lessees.· From 
·, rycnrds in the Ministry of Lands and 

Housing, no deeds have so far been executed. 
Copies .of the forms of the two types of 

·deed containing the standard conditions are 
available for inspection in the Ministry of 
Lands and. Housing. · 

Stamp Duties and Registration Fees 
on the Itsekiri and 'Ukpe Communal 

Land Trustees .. 
10/150. Mr Okumagba 'asked the 

Mini~ter of Lands and Housing whether the 
q.overnme~t ·charges Stamping and Registra
tlOn Fees m respect <;>f Deeds submitted for 
Stamping , and Registration by the Itsekiri 
Communal Lands Trustees, Warri, and by 
the Ukpe Communal Lands Trustees, Sapele. 

Mr Williams: It was a condition of the 
hand-over qf the Crown Land both at Warri 
and at Sapele, that the former Crown Lessees 
~hould ~e . rdieved . of all statutory expenses 
lfl obt~mmg the title deeds of their fresh 
leases. Accordingly, Government does not 
·collect S~amp Duties and Registration Fees 
on those deeds. · · · .. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Selection of Members of 
Area Assessment Committees 

10/159. Mr Amadasun asked the 
Mi~i.ste~ of . Local Government why party 
pohtics IS bemg made the dominant point in 
the selection of Members of Area Assessment 

· Committees. 

Mr A tie: I disagree with the suggestion 
contained in. the question by the hon. 
Member that party politics is made the 
dominant .factor in the selection of members 
of Area Assessment Committees. The men 
appointed have been selected because of 
what they can contribute to the work 0f tax 

. asse~~ment and not because of their party 
leamng. 

· Mr Amadasun: If · it is not associated 
with party politiCs why is it that after the 
nullification of the Assessment Committee 
at Akure the Minister .of Loc~l Government 

The Minister of Local · Gov~rnment 
(~lhaji D. S. Adegbenro): . Mr Speaker, 
S1r, when Members of the Opposition stand 
up to ask questions about the Local Govern-
ment ......... . (interruptions) ......... and in the 
Income Tax Law, it is stated that Area 
Assessment Committees are not and ·should 
not be Committees of Council. 

In my reply to the supplementary question , 
by hon. Amadasun, Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
a~sessment -itself is not wrong ·but the 
method of computation was wrong in . all 
~kure Districts. Mr Speaker, Sir, in the · 
mterest of the community as a whole I 
enquired into it and it is not only the members 
of the NCNC who were wrongly over
assessed but also members of the other 
parties including the Action Group. ·, . 

\ . 

Mr F. H. Utomi: · When 'a similar 
request was made to the Minister of Local 
Government from people in Aniocha District, 
what was the reply? , , .. 

Alhajf Adegbenro: · There is 'a differenc~ 
between. the case in Akun~ · District 
ansf the case in Aniocha. The case in 
Xniocha came up as a result of an attempt of 
the leaders of the NCNC in that Council 
area to incite · people not to accept their · 
demand notices, as a result assessments were 
stopped .and the collection of taxes' consider
ablr imp.eded. . I shall .SO~:>n take r steps 
agamst this . . : L 

I • 

Mr Amadasun: I want to know · f1;ofri 
the Minister of Local . Government wlly · .! 
in Ik~h Area w~ere NCNC is in power only ' 
the hst of Actron Group members · in the 
various Assessment Committees were 
proved by the Minister? 

' -. 
Chief F • . Oputa-OtutU:: In the 

NCNC members · who are included in 
Assessment Committees "o/ere rejected and 
Action Grq:up members put, in their places. 
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Is that not .sufficiente vidence that party 1. The Local Government (Amendment) 
politics was being introduced in Tax Assess- Bill, 1961 (The Minister of Local Govern- . 
nient Coinmittees? (Opposition Members: ment). 
You are not going 7wme today) (laughter). 2

1
. The Road Traffic (Amendm~nt) Bill, 

Alhaji Adegbenro: Party politics · has 
place in my mind whatever either in Ikah 
a or anywhere in the Region. It is in 

-that part ·of the Regiqn that we find this 
trouble about people not willing to pay taxes 

· and people incite others not to accept demand 
•notices. I should appeal to my hon. Friends 

·tOn the opposite side that they should go home 
co-operate and let the machinery '·of 

· Local Government run smoothly. Up till 
cer1ain councils have not been able to 

collect their taxes and as a result of that 
functions are being neglected. The 

allegation of arbitrary tax assessment, , etc., 
has a1ways bt!en coming to this House all 
along and I think it is time this should stop. . : ' ~ 

Mr G. t Oviasu: I want to know, Sir, 
that by appointing · only Action Groupers to 
Ass~ssment Committees in Bez:1in .............. . 
-(interruptions) ..... . 

Alhaji Ade.gbenro: On the other hand, 
. , Sir, I have been regarded as a sa vic ur of 

Benin ,people from the hands of the han. 
Member. 

Mr · Fani-Kayode: . Order 15 (3). 
Questions shall be taken on . Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays pro• 
vided that except a3 provided in paragraph ( 4) 
of this Order no . Question shall be taken 
after 10.30 a.m, ' 

·. ' Mr · Speaker: The ., han. Gentleman is 
quite in order·; as ,regards· : ~he authority just 
cited, but in view of the · fact that so many 
Members would like their questions to be 
answered.,· I felt it my duty to give that 
latitude and I hope' it is going to be the wish 
of this House but if it is. not the wish of this 

·House I shall withdraw that privilege of 
latitude (interruptions) : ' ' 

Mr, Oviasu: Sir, the Speaker has no 
authonty .1 to go against the Standing Order 
.............. . (interruptions) ..... . 

I 

Mr Speaker: The Standing Order cited 
:by the hon. the Leader of the Opposition 
is in order and as such I rule that the Ques-

. tions should now stop. . 

PRESENTATION . AND FI~~T 
READING OF PUBLIC BILLS 

•: ; The following Bills were presented and 
. read the First time; they were ordered to be 
read a Second time immediately:-

1961 (The Minister of Works and Transport). 

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1961 

SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 
Alhaji Adegbenro: Mr Speaker, Sir, I . 

beg to move the Secohd ·Reading of a Bill 
for a Law to amend the Local Government 
Law, 1957. 

As hon. Members will see fr.om the objects 
and reasons of the Bill, the purpose of ·this 
Bill is to amend the Local Government Law, 
1957 in order to confer on the Governor in · 
Council the power to nominate women as 
members of Local Government Councils. 

The members so nominated, female 
me:nbers, however, .shall be in the' ratio of one 
nominated female member to every ten 
elected memb~rs subject to a minimum of 
two and a maximum of six female members 
for each local council (hear, hear) . 

This, Mr Speaker, Sir, is the principal 
provision of this Bill in Clause 4. All other 
Clauses are consequential · amendments 
resulting from the l.nsertion of a new section 
15 (a) immediately after section 15 of the 
principal Law. ; 

Mr Speaker, han. Members on both sides 
of the House no doubt, will agree that women 
are already playing a role, a very big role ~t that, 
in all spheres of public life of this ·Region 
and deserve every encouragement we can 
give so that they, as time goes on, may be able 
to play their full part in the smooth running 
of the Government machinery in this Region. 
This is to be clQne if we mean to be realistic 
in encouragir;g our women folk. 

It is obvious, Sir, that at present owing t9 
many dangers and hazards attendant to 
either parliamentary or local election:s, 
women cannot engage in muscular encounters 
with men. It will be · too great and too 
rapid a social change to. expect women to 
pass through the tn,tculent and harzardous 
way of elections in the local government 
councils . · · 

I would like to assure han. Members that 
the nomination of women members in the 
councils will be made by the Governor in 
Council after due consideration is given to the 
standing in public life of those to be 
nominated. · 

· M r ~peaker, Sir, I beg to move. · 

I ' 
, · l• 
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Chief Odebiyi: . I beg to second. (C!lriej Odebiyi: · I am coming back) ......... 
Question proposed . . 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Mr Speaker, Sir• 
we. · on this side of the House, with all 
seriousness; oppose this Bill, and I am 
hoping, Sir, that after I might have spoken 
the Government will have the guts to with
draw 'this · Bill for its deeper consideration. 

I am 'not at all surpris.ed to see this Bill when 
I know very well its source of origin. Day 

• after day, Sir, this Government in general, 
and this Minister in · particular, has done 
nothing but to go out of his way deliberately 
to tear up into little bits the very fabric of 
democracy in this Region.{ Opposition Benches: 
Shame, shame). · 

. It is clear, Sir, that this Government is 
quite determined to destroy the sanctity of 
freely elected Local Government Councils. 

By the Chiefs Law,' 1957 and the recent 
amendment ' to that Law made m1ly a few 
days ago, Sir, the Governinent has alrcri'dy 
attained a· menagerie of Chiefs in its Local 
Government Councils. And as if the species, 
Sir, . of Chiefs, . tamed men, Sir, to Gov
ernment breeding is not sufficient, the 
female species must be creat~d again by the 
same person, by the same Government for the 
.same purpose.. I inust say, Sir, lVIr Speaker, 

. that the creation or the nomination of women 
for the purposes of flooding Local Govern
ment Councils is a set-back, it is a retardation 

. and is contrary to all rules of progress. 

The Minister talked about women in 
· muscular strife with men. That need not be 

so, Sir. There are women in local govern
ment councils' in Great Britain and in other 
countries. There are women in local govern
'ment ·councils · in the Eastern Region. 
Women who were duly elected, women who 

· went through the polls, Sir. If Government 
Benchers would read their newspapers, · only 
tl.lis rho'rning, Sir, a woman went through the 
election in the Eastern Region and became 

· a member. of a local government council in her 
area. I arn certain that responsible and 
reasonable . Members on that side of this 
House, if they have read it, will surely agree 
with me that in 1961, at this state of our 
development, this is a wrong time to put the 

. hands of the clock back. 
' 

They ·au know, Sir, that there is no one, 
howeve.t; good that person is, . who ' is nomi
nated by any party into any Assembly, that will 
speak out his ~ind, but his conscience is 
robbed, his strength of character is robbed of 
anything that is just. And I hope the Leader 
of the House will not at this stage depart. 

I am happy that many Members of .Govern
ment might be · able to reason with the 
Government as a collective body and the 
Opposition and be collectively responsible 
in passing<'th~ Bill. . 

. I must sa~, Sir, that although the Premier 
of this Government was one of the architects 
..... . (cheers from Government Benches). I am 
happy, Sir, that the hon. Premier has come in 
at a very good time. I said although the 
Premier was one of the architects of our 
Independence from British oppression and 
was at that time a great advocate of democracy 
and rule by publicly ·elected persons, but 
since the hon. Gentleman, Sir, has come into 
power in ·the Western Region, it seems as if 
he is out for his Government to tear to bits the 

~ very foundation upon which democracy 
rests in the Western Region of Nigeria. 
This Government, Sir, on the Regional basis 
does not touch the day-to-day life of the 
people directly. But Government, Sir, on 

· the local government council :level, touches 
the very day-to-day life of everyday life of the 
individuals living in that community. (inter .;. 
· rup tions) . . . . . . .. . · · 

This G~vernment claims having respect for 
democracy, having respect · for the ~ very 
principle it shouts about loudest than any 
other Government · in the Federation, yet by 
the back door, Sir, they come down here to 
destroy the principles of parliamentary 
democracy: · 

We have had enough of · parliamentary 
Government, enough of these fascists, of 
undemocratic rule of this Government in 
Western Region of Nigeria. We have heard 
enough of the false Independence that all of 
us have got today in this Western Region of 
Nigeria. Let this Government .. Sir, come 
out in the clean open and' release its manifesto · 
instead of subjugating ........ . (interruptions) 
under the disguise of false democracy. 

Lmust say, Sir, that whatever appe~l I may 
make to this Government, I have ·a feeling ' 
that this Government is i?'lpervious to reason. 
If, I believe, Sir, that ''*his Government is 
capable of being reasonable I would appeal to. 
their leaders; as I have_ said before, that there 
is no Government in this our Federation 
more hat·d-headed than this Government of 
the Western Region. · 

The Premier of the Region, a few · weeks 
ago, Sir, made a statement that opportunities 
will be given to women to take part in Local 
Government matters but the whole country . 

1 
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[MR FANI-R".A.YODE] that whenever the Action Group loses elec
·hniled the suggestion .as most progressive· and tion in local government councils in any area, 
revolutionary. We knew, Sir, we had our within six or nine months •. Mrs Ogunlesi, Mrs 
misgivings, we held our peace, we waited for -Akintoye, Mrs So and So will be nominated · 
the Government proposals in vain. We .and injected into the local council and thereby. 
waited for consultatiol)s with the Opposition, make democracy a sham. 
none came, and Mr Speaker, Sir, you will · Mr Speaker: On point of information, 
agree with me that an issue such as this one Mrs Ogunlesi is my cousin-in-law. I protest 
presented before this honourable House is against the mentioning of her name. 
one of the greatest importance. I agree that (laughter). 
wo~~n should and must be given oppor
tumttes, to take part but as I shall show later 
I shall give reasons to show that this is not 
the ' -.best method of affording women that 
opportunity. 

· If the Premier, as he has always promised 
on such innovations which will enhance the 
prestige of this Region, had enabled us to 
have private deba~e on this proposal,- surely 
we should have been able to give out some
thing which should have been more acceptable 
to the whole country than this nomination of 
individuals to the popularly . elected local 
government councils. · 

A cursory glance at the Bill shows evidence 
why this Bill was not discussed with us at all 
and it is quite clear, reading between the lines 
of the Bill, the reawns why Governmen:t 
should not allow the proposals to see the light 

· of day by way of publication in the Gazette 
or in the press, because Government is aware 
of its innate wickedness and because it wants 
to push the Bill into law. -

I must say, Si'r, that i£ Government desires 
to give women opportunities to take part in 
local council , politics _, and if Government 
wants the democratic introduction of women 
into local councils, . I am ~ertain that it would 
have been the· ingenuity of the Premier to 
make a law which will afford men and women 
the same opportunity without allowing them 
to go into competition with men. - I must say, 
Sir, that I am in a position to say that this 
Government is bereft of sufficient ingenuity. 
Mr Speaker, is it impossible to divide council 
areas! into wards in. the proportion of one to 

. :ten and set aside a day -only for women to 
contest as candidates for positions in the 
councils? If.there is going to be the propor
tion of one to ten the Government could set 
aside a day for the women to vote for the 
eligible candidates and another day for the 
election of the men. Will that not bring some 
sort of democracy for persons to choose those 
who will look after their own affairs? This 
Government is-pernicious, this Government 

- is wicked and it does not want to create a de
mocratic institution but deliberately wishes to 
supplant and destroy the very basis of local 
government elections- The Premier knows 

Mr Fani-Kayode: I chose that name at 
random. I have great respect for Mrs 
Ogunlesi. I say, Sir, that' if Government is 
prepared to consider the suggestion I have 
made about creating democratic machihery 
for making women take part in Jocal govern
ment matters, those women nominated bv 
the Government in power must not be allowed 
to vote in these councils and should not have 
right to be chairmen of the:conncils. Also on 
the alternative that you run the government 
council, if you choose one woman, Her 
Majesty's Opposition should be allowed to 
choose one woman l.n which case there will 
be a balance an<;! there will be true democracy. 

The Premier: A balance between forty 
and eighty? 

Mr Fani-Kayode: It is not neces~arily 
the proportion here that it should be in lo·cal 
government councils. There will be cases 
in which the NCNC will have the majority. 
Of course the Minister of Chieftaincy Affairs 
will create more chiefs to inject into the 
councils. I say, sir, that the Minister at that 
end, Minister for Chieftaincy Affairs (loud 
laughter), ...... ! know Sir, that he came from 
Ife, will be creating more chitJfs and injecting 
them into local councils tohave Action Group 
majority. -

I think, Sir, I have said my mind about 
this Bill and I suggest that the Minister sits 
down again and looks at the Bill and I -should 
like to - appeai to the Government to re
consider their stand on this issue and they 
should appear to be fair and democratic and 

_the Western Region should not be a place 
to set such an example that the Government 
is bringing to us now. I think th~ West 
should always be in the leadership to protest 
where democracy is at stake and it will be a 
great pity that the 'West will suggest a step 
which will be retrogressive a1i'd which mny be 
adopted br the <;>ther Regions. 

In the Northern Region, women are not 
allowed to vote although in this Region 
women are allowed to vote but I know that 
if the Government feels that women's vote 
will throw them. out of power, we will not 
be surprised that this Government will bring 
a Bill to prevent women from voting. -
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[MR FANI-KAYODE] a local government council'? Perhaps ·the 
I hope the :premier will listen to the 

criticisms of the Opposition and I advise a 
delay in the passing of this Bill into Law for 
further consideration and . discussion on the 
suggestions yve have made which we believe 
will ensure that true democracy is brought 

·into this Region. - Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
oppose this Bill. 

/ 

.The Government Chief Whip · (Mr 
N. A. B. Kotoyej: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to support the Bill ably presented to this 
House by the hon. Minister of Local Govern
ment. The points which the hon. Leader 
of the Opposition had raised to · oppose this 
Bill a.re clear· b1,1t unfqrtunately he has 
drawn· wrong · conclusions from them. 
One reason whythe Action Group continues 

· to be in ·power in this Region is that we 
ul'J.derstand the people of this Region, their 
aspirations and yearnings, and I believe 
that the day will come when the Opposition 
·Members will realise their mistakes in 

hon. Members on the opposite side are not 
aware that a measure similar to this has been 
introduced in Ghana to. enable W{~men to 
enter the National Assembly in Ghana, and 
I do know that the Ghana Governmei).t, w.llich 
is regarded by Members of the Opposition as 
a progressive Government, has nothing to 
be ash~med of in what it has done. . 

Now, the Leader of the Opposition is 
criticising this Bill bec~use the Government-at 
the top level is not in close connection with 
the ordinary citizens of this Region. That 
might be true. It is because the local govern
ment councils themselves are closely concerned 
and connected with the day-to,·day lives of 
the people of this Region that we are arranging 
that women should be .able to _participate in 
local government councils. And I would 
say, Sir, that some of the things that have been 
said by the Leader of the Opposition are 
clearly in defence of women's rights in this 
country. , 

this respect. If they appreciate the feelings There is one other interesting point I 
and yearnings of the people of this Region should mention. The decision to introduce 
they will go a long way. to making progress this Bill is not a hurried one. Public state
and their allies in the Eastern and Northern ments have been made congratulating the · 

. Regi?n:s will come to copy from tl;lem. Government for introducing this Bill, and 
It is not in dispute, and I am happy that I want to place it on record that up till the 

the Leader of the Oppositi.on has rightly moment there has been no counter-motion on 
, . ' conceded that, .that at this stage of develop- it. Even Mrs Kuti, the greatest'woman that 

ment in this country women and men cannot has been produced in the NCNC camp, has 
compete in the hustle and bustle of commended ·the Government for introducing 
elections. There is no doubt that everybody this measure. With these · few remarks, ·I 
must agree that a so.rt of machinery must be beg t~ Sl}-pport the Bill. 
devised. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
I have no doubt in my mind that as Minister of Agriculture and Natural 

women themselves get accustomed to politics Resources (Alhaji . z. A; Opal eye): . Mr·· ~ 
through election to local government councils, Speaker Sir, I rise to support this Bill and in 

• a day will come in this Region, and I hope in doing .,so I would like to make the following
Nigeria, when men and. women could compete observations. The Leader ' of Opposition 
together at elections. - A lot has been said by made reference to a woman being elected 
the Leader of the Opposition ' about this to a local council, I would like him to mention 
GoveJ;nment having no respect for democracy. a woman elected -in the Western Region . . 

. I want to say that there is no Government in 
the whole of the Federation which has done The Opposition Leader is· a y oruba man, . 
anything to enhance. and demonstrate belief He knows it as a custom of the Yoruba ·and • ':· t 

in democratic society in this country than the. of the Midwest that women do give priority 
Action , Group Government. We have - to their husbands and male sections in all· 
nothing · to be ashamed of in this BilL ·I' respects. The customary tradition ·of the 
would say that it is only men who -are weak East could· not be the same' as that- of the-

. ·. in themselves who should be ashamed; arid West. Why did you not allow a woman to · 
unless the members of the local govern- contest in your place in your constituency? 
ment councils themselve_s so desire, there will Why is there no female member in this 
be : no reason to suggest that by this Bill a honourable House? Why . do you fail to 
woman could become a Chairman of a local bring a rider to this suggestion or a better 
government council. (Interruptions). plan? The NCNC is noted for criticising 

. Women are going to be nominated, one .others' originality. This Bill receives the 
woman to ten men, how then can a woman, su·pport of the entire female ·section of this 
by virtue of this Law, become a Chairman 'of Region including the NCNC female section 
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hands as soon as possible after we · took [.ALH~JI 0PALEYE] •· office. One of our agents, the Marketing 
The Action Group .is the only party th~t . Board invested £1 million in 4 per cent 

has given women the .chance to have a say m Prefer~nce Shares in the Bank and with this 
the Government. Action Group has the substantial injection of finance t he Bank has 
credit of appointing a woman, hon. ~rs been. able to cttrry . on its fioble W(jt k o£ 
Wura Esan, to the Senate. Your S\lggestton liberalising credit. (Hear , hear). Hon. · 
will be against the Constitution..:_"one man Members .are aware, however, that compe
one vote". So your suggestion will make titian is the order of the day in the business 
women vote twice in a local election. .. world. Other indigenous Banks have come 

· I challenge the ·Leader of Opposition to and gone and new expatriate ones have 
..... summon a meeting of women outside the been established. The opportunities . for 
· 'House · and oppose this move that women business have increased many-fold since 

should not be allowed to get into local the attainment of Independence. If the 
councils. Mr Speaker, . I beg to support. National Bank is to continue to hold its own 

· ·· it is necessary that it should receive further . 
. · . Mr Speaker :· . I would like to make this " assistance. (Opposition Members: You want 
·. announcement·· that I have been trying my to dump more funds into the Bank? Govern

best to see that speakers, not Mr Speaker, ment Benches: What of your Continental 
.,are :allowed' to speak in the ratio of two on Banh? (Laughter)) . In order to meet the 

· ' the Government bench to one on the Oppo- challenge of the times the Bank needs to pe 
,~~· sition side. (Interruptions). The Govern- reorganised . Its capital structure must be 
· ,'· ment Berich-80, the Opposition-40. improved and the banking t:xperts available 

Sitting suspended·a;t 11.55 a.m. to it must be increased. We have thought 
Sitting resumed at 12.3,0 p.m. it wise and in the best interest of the Bank 

that the existing 4 per cent Preference 
· Mr Speaker: There is going to be a Shares held by the Marketing Board should 

Ministerial Statement made by the honour- be converted into Ordinary Shares. (hear, 
able the Premier and I am allowing him· that hear). To meet the growing competition in ·. 
opportunity. in pursuance· of Order 9. banking business · and to be able to maintain 

1 

• Ministeri~l Statement . its own in the expandi_ng economy of indepen

The Premier (Chief S. L. . Akintola): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I should like to refer to an 
institut~on which . since its inception i~ the 
1930s has played a vital role in the struggle 
for the economic development of this country. 

·I mean the National Bank of · Nigetia. 
(Opposition Members: What about it? Y~u 
want to nationa}ise it?) Hon. Members w1ll 
recall the history of this Bank which was the 
first to demonstrate the capability of the 

· West African to· enter successfully into the 
banking field which had previously been the 
exclusive preserve of expatriate organisations. 
With meagre resources, the Bank was able to 
establish a bridge-head in the economic 

· battle-field and with perseverance and 
careful management it extended credit faci 
lities to small business men who had hitherto 

·received little or no encouragement from the' 
· expatriate fimmcial houses. As everyone 
.knows, the conditions which expatriate banks 
used to lay down before credit was · granted 
were well-nigh , impossible to fulfil by small 
businessmen. With the ,, emergence of the 
·National Bank,' however, the private s~ctor of 
the Nigerian economy has derived enormous 
benefits . · 

.. . In rec;gnition of the irnportant role of the 
Bank and in keeping with. the policy of this 

. Government we took steps to strengtheJ?- its 

dent Nigeria it will be necessary to inject fresh 
capital into the Bank (hear, heqr). 

In pursuance of this policy my Govermpent 
has authorised the Marketing Board to 
convert its £1 million Preference Shares~ in · 
the ·National Bank into Equity Shares. 
By this arrangement the Marketing Board .· 
becomes the majority shareholder in the · 
Bank. It is our intention to so ·adequately 
equip the Bank as to be able to play ~ts pa~t 
in assisting indigenous business men m the1r 
efforts to estab!'ish small industries in W estern 
Nigeria. For this reason if all arrangements 
are completed and expert advice obtained a 
substantial additional capital will be injected 
into the Bank. The effect of all these is that 
the ownership of the National Bank will pass 
from private hands to the Regional Marketing 
Board. In other v\rords, the National Bank 
has now become the Bank of the 'people of 
Western Nigeria (hear, hear). In taking 
over the Bank rriy Government 'through its 
agency, has done no more than the 
Government of Eastern Nigeria .which now 
own the African Continental Bank and the 
Northern Nigeria Government which· 
has established the Bank of the North. We 
now have our own Bank which will continue 
to be dedicated to the service of the farmers 
and small business men throughout Nigeria 
(hear, hear) . • 

. -~ 
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[CHIEF AKINTOLA] This Bill, Mr Speaker, should be strongly~ · 
With the take-over. of the Bank, all; opposed by Her Majes.ty's~: Opposition not 

necessary re<?~gani~ation anc;l expansion will only ~or ..its objectionable. sections but for j · 
be pursued:· With vigour. But in saying this what It cleverly conceals. Every section of, 
I would like to pay tribute to the courage and this Bill seeks to amend ,the · Local Govern- . 
enterprise ' of the founders · of the Bank. ment Law by substituting the wora "nomina-' 
They 'have played the role of pioneers in an ted" everywhere the word "elected" appears: 
important economic field and their names will This, -Mr Speaker, Sir, is a retrograde· step .. 

· always be remembered for the great services (Chief Osuntokun: What is your name?) 
which they have rendered to .this country. 
From . small beginnings the National Bank . This Bill ' is a reversion to the Nigeria 
has grqwn into a first-class indigenous . Constitution Order in Council, 1922 which· 
banking institution and ·the credit belongs provided, Mr Speaker, Sir, for the nomination 
to those men of great foresight and tremen- of Members into the Legislative Council 
dous energy who have nursed . the Bank whether the nominee is popular or not. 
through these years. In the preserit state of The Minister of Local GGvernm'ent is now 
economic affairs in this country it is inevitable· tired of dissolving Councils for unjustifiable 

·,,)f. their aims for the bank should be realised reasons and, I am afraid, that in a democratic 
that its control sli.ould pass into the hands of election, the Government supporters will 
a public agency. Indeed, it is the fulfilment no_t be returned. He has cruelly brought up 
of their ideal that the Bank which they have this amendment, not only to delude the un
built up should, by a change of ownership, wary but also to cover up the Government's 
now become truly national. . . past iniquities, future wickedness, and as a 

Hon. Meri1bers will be pleased to hear that subtle attempt to make every Council in the 
the Board of D.irectdrs of the Bank have as it . Region Action Group dominated. This · is 
is their prerogative to do, elected Mr S. L. wicked. Moreover, this Bill mixes up the 
Durosaro as the Managing Director of the amendment with the sitting of women -in the 
Bank as a first step toward& the re-organisation Local, I;)istrict or Divisional Councils. This' 
ab.out which I have spoken. 'I'he· services of must be clearly analysed -in order to expose 
Mr Durosaro to this Region are well known. the Governments concealed objective. ' Mr 
He was until recently the Chairman of the Speaker, Sir, I must make it clear that we on 
Regional Marketing ·Board and I am happy this side of the House are not opposed . to · · 
that the great experience . which he had women sitting in the Coundls, per se but to:the 
gained in marketing our produce abroad obnox.ious word "nomination'~ .... .. (interrup
especially cocoa; and · the financial pro bit~ tion). Women in the Western · Regio:1 have 
which he had displayed during the years in · votes .and . can be voted for. In this respect, ' 
which he was connected with the Marketing , .hon. Membe~s on the s;overnmen~ Bench 
Board will now be at the_ disposal .. of the have e:nphasis~d the. difficulty, of women 
National Bank. I am sure the House will Ct?ntestm¥ electiOns With men. May ~ say, 
wishMr Durosaro well in his new assignment. Sir, that m the. past, ab.le and cap!lble women 

. As a second step in the reorganisation my have . held _their own m cont~stmg:· pop~lar 
·. Government in consulation with the Central electwns ,with ~en .. ExaJ?ples m this Reg10n 

Bank _will shortly appoint banking expert~ are M~s Ogunlesi, MI~s. · Wura.ola Alade .. 
to advise the new Board of Directors. and Pnncess, Mrs Ad~biyi, the sister to the ., 

In ·conclusion I wish to assure the House 
that although the old order changeth yielding 
place to new, the National Bimk u.nder its 
new management will maintain the ideals of 
its old founders .and pursue the policy of my 
Government that it should offer· credit to all 
genuirie enterprises in the private sector and 
play a leading role in the economic emanci
pation of Nigeria (hear, hear) . • 

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(~NDMENT) BILL, 1961 . 

Adjourned Debate on the ·· Question "That 
the. Bill be now read a Second time". 

Mr T. E. Elusade: Mr Speaker Sir 
I rise to oppose this Bill entitled the Bi·Ii for ~ 
Law to amend the Local Government Law. 

hon. . Speaker of this honourable House 
(applause). · · · 

The last two, Sir, fought their 
their respective Divisional Councils. 

The Government of Western Nigeria has 
always acclaimed-itself as the most progressive 
Government in the'Federation of Nigeria. :· .... 
(interruption).. If this is in fact so, why ·( 
then · does It now try to · imitate the ·' 
Eastern Region, and the Northern Region · · 
Governments in the proposed nationalisation 
of the National Bank ? 

Recently, a woman became the Prime 
Minister of Ceylon by contesting election. ·., 
I think this is a good example for the Western >, 

Region to look up to for emulation. · Now ,.. 
Mr Speaker, if this Bill has been devised a~ ·· 
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[MR ELUSADE] near, this Government has again come with 
'a way by which women can be democratically this plan to inject women through nomination 
elected as Councillors that would have been · into Councils which, by the Grace of God: will 
a different matter. But as it is now, we still be controlled by the NCN.C despite its 
Members on this side of the House are subtleness. We know what it means to have 
opposed to the 11nomination" by one man· nominations. As was said by my . hon .. 
of from two to six women into Local Govern- Friend, in 1922 the Government in power 
ment Councils. This type of Bill ·has ·no nominated men of their own choice who 
:precedent in the whole free world and with naturally must incline to the Government . 
. the permission of Mr Speaker, I challenge And there on the opposite bench are hon. 
this Government to mention any one country Members, including the hon. Premier, who 
in the free world where councillors are thus agitated against the then imperial Government 
nominated. and fought that such practices should cease, ·a 

measure which ' resulted in many upheavals 
in this country; but today it is amazing that 
they now choose to revert to that same 
practi<;e of the Constitution of 1922. 

This is a retrogade step :;tnd re~ersion to 
the 1922 Nigerian Constitution Order in 
Council, which provided for the nomination 
of members into Councils. This is Action 
Group democracy in the year of our 'Lord, 
1961! This is objectionable, wicked and 
undemocratic. This is meant to deprive 
people of their r .. ght to vote for women 
councillors in their constituencies. If this 
Government is ' to be democratic, let the 
electorate elect proper candidates by popular 
-vote. Of course, the. ,Government knows 
that their supporters will not be returned to 
'powe:t; in ·most of the Councils formerly 
controlled by the Action Group. Mr 
Speaker, .Sir, I challenge the Government 
·.with your permission, to ' test its popularity 
on Local Government level in the Region 
by delaying the passing into law of this Bill 
if the Government feels it has been governing 
well and let us see the result. · 

. In conclusion, Mr Speaker, Sir, the Action 
Group Government . believes that by mass 
oppression, wickedness, cruelty, and this 
type of obnoxious Bill, creating chiefs 
·where they never existed before to make up 
for the deficiencies of its Local Divisional 
Councils, it can ' rule for ever; it is only 
building castles on dynamite which will 
sooner or later detonate. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose the Bill. 

Mr F. H. Utomi: I beg to oppos~ Mr 
Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: · Do ·n,ot oppose me ...... 
.(laughter). 

Mr Utomi: · Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
oppose the Bill in view of the fact that we are 
fully aware of the :;ubtleness of this Govern
ment. This Government has always 
presented ·to us Bills with subtleness of 
objective. In . 1957, it introduced · the 
Chieftaincy Law which at last was manipu
lated to their own advantage to inject Chiefs 
into the -Local Councils which normally 
-ought . to be run by the NCNC party. 
Because election into Local Councils is not 

Women in the East and in the West here 
have entered into local councils by means cif 
elections. There is no doubt, Sir; that this 
Government has created this Bill for a 
particular purpose and I still say, Mr Speaker, 
Sir, that if there is any wing of Government 
which has exposed itself to public ridicule 
it is the Ministry of Local · Government. 
The Bill is woven, so coucqed, that the airri is 
to ruin and destroy. This Minister has got 
Aniocha Council in view. He knows his 
party is not going to win elections to the 
Council and that is why he has brought this 
Bill. I challenge this Government to allow 
women both i11 the NCNC section and Action 
Group section to contest election into 
councils and our women will defeat their 
women. With all these subtle a~tivities and 
plans and with all the flimsy excuses the A.-ction 
Group will be defeated in the local elections. 
Already we are aware of their plans. The 
aim is to inje-ct women to add to the elected 
members. Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
oppose this Bill. (Cheers from the Opposition 
Benches). ·" · 

Chief Akintola: (Loud and prolonged 
cheers from .Government · Benches). It is 
a pity that the Leader of Opposition is 
not · here. (Opposition Benches: Wait 
for him. We are here). They say we 
are here. I mention only one person. 
How many of you lead the Opposition? All 
of you? Good luck to you! I am surprised 
about the interest which the Opposition 
takes in this Bill which deals with women. 
It is an eloquent testimony of how much · 
they · are interested ih their better halves . 
And if some of them are not careful they are 
not going to be well received by their wives. 
This Bill is intended to g~ve a say to the 

. women of the Region in the local government 
of their various areas. Already, under the 
Constitution and . under the law of the 
Region, the women have as much right 'to 
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contest. election as any of us (Hear! hear!) 
It is · not necessary to provide another ballot 
for women. Our complaint is simply this: 
because of the prejudice of the Opposition 
members and of men generally, women have 
riot been accorded the full rights. due to them. 
Men have appeared to be more selfish and as 
far as I know even in the NCNC hierarchy 
vvomen hardly exist at all. (Loud interrup
tions). · In many of the local councils, I can 
almost mention almost all the hon. Members' 
constituencies one by one, women are not 
represented. I start from Ede. . I am not a 
stranger to the council of Ede nor am I a 

: stranger tq Oshun Division. There is not 
one single woman in the local council at 
Ed e. · In Ife by the grace of God, out of the 
whole lot of seventy councillors, the women 
of Ife are rep'resented by one solitary ,Woman. 
And in the whole of the Region you can 
c'ount the whole of the women . in councils 

I Oh the fingers of one hand. It is true they 
can contest elections but not all of them are 
prepared to wage war with some of the 

· . .r:nasculine Members opposite me. None of 
. them is prepared to allow his wife to take 
part in the ' bitter scuffles of local elections. 
The question I have to put to the Opposition 
is: Do you agree that women should be 
nominated to. the local councils or not? 
(Lc;ud interruptions). The case of the election 
appears to be too narrow for · women. 
( Op:fio.sition Benches: Shame!) · 

Opposition Back Bencher: 
explanatibn. 

Point of 

Mr Speaker: A point of explanation 
only arises when a Member did speak and has 
either been misquoted- or quoted in a way 
that · does · not agree at all with his own 
interpretation. Then he can stand up and 
explain what he said. It is not for a Member 
to · stand and explain off what another 

.. Member has said. 
·. Opposition Back Bencher: I would 

like to know ...... (Government Benches: Sit . 
down!) . 

Mr Speaker: Will the hon. Member 
continue. 

Opposition B~ck Bencher: I would 
1ike to know when it would be possible to 
legislate prohibiting women frbm taking 
part in timber trade? 

·Chief Akintola: The hon. Member 
~pposite is asking when it would be possible 
to prohibit women from trading in timber. 
This · Gover.nment; by the grace of God, 

. will · never pass such a legislation. (Hear, 

hear). Women are going· ~o .compete with . 
you and if you are not careful they are going 
to oust you. The women of this Region are 
entitled to be represented fully in the govem:
ment of their area. And it is the purpose 
of this Bill to give them tht?, opportunity to be 
interested. ,. 

The hon. Leader of Opposition made a 
suggestion which appears . very r~asonable 
indeed and that is that we should move 
forward together. That we should create 
constituencies for women. Any time · an 
Opposition comes forward with a constructive 
suggestion that Opposition deserves the 
respect of th'e Government. May I say 
that it is a cause worth pursuing but in view 
of the urgency .......... .. (loud interruptions). 
(Opposition Benches: No urgency). There are 

· some people who are not qualified ~o ·speak 
for women. ((Laughter) (Opposition Benches: 
We are qualified). In the Federal Elections 
women take part. That is election.No. 1. 
Regional Elections women take part. That 
is No. 2. In Local Elections women take 
part. That' is No. 3. And you want us to 
make a different election for them! Won't 
there be . many battles for women to fight? 
We shall first try the experiment of nomina
tion. (Mr Adisa: That is poison. We don't 
want it). . I understand that the nomination : 
of women into councils according to hon. ~·. 
Adisa is poison. That means that to the · ; 
people ori that side of he House wo?len 
constititute poison. On this side · of the 
House women constitute honey. To this 
side of the House women· are sweeter tha~ 
honey. ' 

...... : .. I repeat again, that ' ~ am , 
. happy about the proposal made by the 
'Leader ' of ' the Opposition. We are going . 
to give thought to it although we are starting 
-with the experiment of nomination. (No ...... 
No ... from Opposition Benches ... withdraw that) ' 
And in the light of the experience we gain, · 

' the que_stion of nomination will be relegated . ' 
to the background. Today, all those who ' 
are· in this House are here by election and · I .. · 
want hon. Members orposite me to be . ' 
sincere· to the women of this Region. ( ... ~ .. 
cheers from Government Benches ......... and . 
prolonged interruptions from the Opposition). ; 
Nomination is not altogether ended in our "' 
Constitution. In Lagos, even in Lagos, .• 
some members there enjoy the privilege . 
of nomination, even members of 'the Civil 
Service are nominated to the cabinet. · Why.,... 
do you. not then want women to be nominated . 
into the Local CounCils here? . (Cheers from 
the Government Benches). In the Upper 
House here we still have some members 
nominated . 
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[CHIEF AKINTOLA] moment and if, by experience, a better 

In any case, I will say that this suggestion 
· will be considered and . in the light of the 

erience gained durirtg the process ' of 
· tion, I assure you that this nomination ·· 
not be made by tl-.e Governor in Council 

, .. ,,....,"---''"'- t ariy consideration at all of the 
ition in each Council, and I assure you 

in ·the nomination the position of the 
will be reflected .... This is to . say. 

every leader .in the . local government 
· will be con:mlted before women are. 

into the councils. If that is 
I would like to assure · you once 

, that justice is going to be done. I 
the whole process is going to be a 

tie compli'cated. . 
•• . • • l, 

Ana finally, may I end by appealing to all 
those who are opposite me, in the names of 

. \, your. beloved wives (cheers ......... ) in the 
:, . . names of even mothers who be gat you, will 

··you please give these women a trial. .......... . 
(continued cheers from Government Benches and 

· interruption from the Opposition Benches) . .... . 
' May I repeat, in -the names of your. wives, to 
· those who are married, to those who are not 
. married, I w.c;mld say, in the interests of 

your girl-friends; and for those who have 
neither wife nor girl-friend, ii1 the names of 
your mothers ...•• , ......... (prolonged laughter 
from both sides of the House). 

Alhaji Adegbenro: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I . am very happy that the hon. Premier 
has given a reply to the various points made 
by the speakers from the other side of the 

· House. (Interruptions fro'm the Opposition 
B~nches). - · 

The sum total of the points made by the 
Leader of Opposition is, that the Opposition 
accepts the Bill in principle or, in other words, 

. the principles ,of the Bill are acceptable to the 
Opposition. (Shouts o}No! ...... No!! from the 
Opposition). ' ·· 

I would like to add that it is very strange · 
for the .. Opposition to claim to champion the 
cause of the liberty or the welfare of the 
people of this Region.. After all we 011 this 
side of the House constitute 80 per · cent of 
the total membership of this House and we 
therefore represent 80 per cent of the entire 
population of Western Nigeria. (Cheers from 
the Government Benches and interruption from 
the Opposition Ben.ches).. .......... And we 
can · therefore consider ourselves rightly 
protecting the interest and liberty of the 
welfare of the people of this Region ... 
(continued interruptions from the Opposition). 

In fact, nomination by the Governor in 
Ccuncil is the appropriate com-:f>e at this 

method can be found, by all means we will 
adopt.it. · 

Another point I like to make there, Sir, 
is that · the Leader of the Opposition was· 
very bitter that the Government was not 
consulting him. That is very strange, 
indeed. I do not know anywhere in the 
democratic world where legislation proposed 
by the Administration has to be taken to the 

· Leader of the Opposition for acceptance and 
so on. All I know is that the proposed 
legislation is brought to the floor of Parlia
ment for debate and then the Opposition 
takes the opportunity to debate any act Of 
the Government on the floor oi the House. 
(Cheers from the Government Benches ... ). 

I do not know whether the Leader of the 
Opposition has taken care to check up from 
his Members from the Midwest. That law, 
Mr Speaker, was designed .to protect the 
interest of our friends from certain parts of 
the Midwest where custom and tradition are 
not clear .......... .. (wild interruption from the 
Opposition Benches) and Government has to 
come to their aid to prepare a declaration of . 
custom and tradition concerning certain · 
chieftaincies in certain areas of the Midwest. 
And may I say that the law, which has just 
been passed, , will empower the competent 
council-and as a matter of fact a majority of 
the councils in that area having been control- . 
led by the NCNC they will be able to regulate 
the methods of appointment of certain classes 
of chiefs in the Midwest. (Shouts of where? 
where? ...... from the Opposition Benches) ...... 

In order to bring it home to the Members 
of the Opposition, Sir, of the total number of 
Local Authorities in this Region, the NCNC. 
today controls only about five, only five .. .. ,. 
(interruptions from the Opposition) ...... ( Opposi-
tion Benches: where ,and wh.ere, na11Je· them). 

The hon. Member for Asaba South, Mr 
Utomi, again criticised . the Action Group 
Government of this Region for dissolving 
councils without reason. I would like to 
say, Sir, that this is grossly unfair·· to the 
Government because, before the Council in 
question w~s dissolved, p'ublic enquiry was 
conducted and the result of the enquiry was 
that the Council ou.ght to be divided into two, 
Aniocha South and Aniocha West, and the 
Council was dissolved and a Caretaker · 
Committee set up. And it is proposed to 
conduct elections into the two Councils 
when elections ar'e being conducted into 
Local Councils. I would like Members to 
note that in no case have Councils been 
dissolved, · either controlled by the NCNC 
or the Action Group, without reason. 
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(Opposition B qnches: . What reasons? what 
reasons?). The enquiry was held in public, and 
member~ of~the NCNC were represented, even 
they were represented by a legal practitioner. · 
(Interruptions from the Opposition). 

a 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the ·Leader of th~ Opposi-

tion spoke of the Ife Council. He is treading 
Ot:l danger01.1s grounds for if I have to mention 
all that happened in Ife before the Council 
was dissolved the Leader of the Opposition 
will be greatly . embarrassed, and I do not 

. want to embarrass him. (Opposition Benches: 
reveal,· institute a public enquiry ...... ). 

May I say, Sir, that the points raised by the 
Leader of the Opposition and other Members 
~:m the· other side. of the House have been 
amply _covered. by the hon. Premier and 
I do not intend to speak longer. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 
Question again proposed. 
The House divided. 
Ayes, 55; Noes, 25. 

DIVISION LIST 
AYES s·s 

1.. . Prince A. Adedoyin 
2. ' Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro 
3. Mr Y. Adekunle 
4. Mr S. T. Adelegan 

· 5. Mr I. A. Adelodun 
6. Mr J. 0. Adeniran 
7. Mr J, 0. Adeyemo 
8 . . Hon. A.· 0. Adeyi 

. 9. Mr N. A. Adibi 
-10. Hon. J. 0. Adigun 
.11. Mr E. Aina 
12. Mr A. Ajibola · 
13. Mr L. A. Ajimobi 
14 . . MrS. A. Akerele 
15. Mr S. 0. Ahrele 
16 . . Mr .A. 0. Akingboye 
17. ChiefS. L. Akintola · 

. . 18. Hon. E. Anuku · 
19. Mr R. 0. :A.reola 
20. Mr S. B. Aruwajoye 
21. Mr A: Ati"e 
22;' Mr D. Atolagbe 
23. Mr A. A. Babayemi 
24. · Mr I. Edeki 
25. Chief E . . A. A. Fadayiro 
26. Alruaji B.' ·o. Fawehinmi 
27. Mr M. A. Fetuga 
28. Mr 0. 0. Gbolahan· 
29. Mr J. 0. Kehinde 
30. MrR. A. Lana 
31.. Mr B. 0.' Obisesan 
32> Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi 
33. Mr J. 0. Odigie 
34. Hon. D. Ogundiran 
35. Mr Y. Ogunyele 
36. Mr B. Ojeniran 

37. Mr E. 0. Oke 
38. Mr S. A. Okeya 
39. Mr B. Olaniyan 
40. Mr I. A. Olukoju . 
41. Mr D. K. Olumofin 
42. Mr R. A. Olusa . . . 
43. Dr J. 0. Omitowoju · 
44. Dr S. D. Onabamiro 
45. Alhaji Z. A. Opaleye . 
46. Mr B. E. 0. Osagie 
47.· Chief J. 0. Osuntokun 
48 .. Mr I. A. Ositelu 
49. MrS. A. Otubanjo • 
50. Mr. D. A. Popoola · 
51. Hon. S . . 0. Sogbein 
52. Chief S. A. Tinubu 
53. Mr C. A. Williams 

,.Tellers 
54. "Chief A. Adekeye 
55. Mr N. A. B. K?toye 

NOES25 , 
1. Mr K. S. Adebesin 

, 2. Mr M. A. Adedigba 
3. Mr M. A: Adewumi 
4. Mr A. Adisa 
5. Mr, J. A. Ajuwon 
6. Mr E. B. Arowojolu 
7. Mr A. B. Bello 
8. Mr F. Ebubedike 
9. Mr T. E. Elushade 

10. Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode. 
11. Mr 0. Ish.ola 
12. Mr T. E. Igugu 
13. MrS. A. Layonu 
14. Mr A. 0. Obadara 
15 . . Mr D. E. Okumagba 
16. Mr P. V. Okwesa 
17. Mr C. 0. Olamigoke 
18. Mr J. 0. Omokowajo 
19. Mr F. Osuhor 
20. Mr G. I. Oviasu 
21. MrS. 0. Oyewole 
22. Mr K. 0. Owonikoko 
23.• Mr F. H. Utomi 

Tellers 
24. Mr 0. Olaitan . 
25. Chief F. Oputa-Otutu . 

Bill accordingly read a Second time 
o~deredfor Committee imme_diately. · ·. 

In the Committee. 
. Clauses 1 to 16 agreed to. . 

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Bill reported without amr:ndment, read the 

Third time and passed. , .. · \ 

ADJOURNMENT . .· 
. Motion made and question proposed ·:'. That : 

the House· do now adjourn till Wednesday, 1 

5th of April, 1961. (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi) . . 
Question put and agreed to. 
AdJourned accordingly at 1.50 p.m. until 

. Wednesday, Sth April, 1961, ' at 10.00 :a.m. · 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

I ' 

,.- WEDNESDAY,· . 5TH APRIL, .1961 
(The House met at, .lO.OS a.m.) 

PRAYERS 
-... (Mr Speaker in the Chair) . } . . . 

. _ORAL AN,SWERS TO _QUESTIONS 
- ~- ,EDUCATION 

Mr · Speaker: I do --·not agree t·hat it is 
no supplementary question but if you require . 
notice . of that question you could have it 
from him. 

TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
Expansion of Co-operative Thrift Societies , .. 

10/36. Mr Y. Adekunle asked the 
Minister of Trade and Industry what efforts 
Government is makihg to encourage the 
expansion of Thrift Societies in the Region. 

" · ' Secondary Modern III Final The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
Examination of Trade and Industry (Mr G. E. 

. \ 

10/2. M~ ·D. A. Atolagbe asked Fhe Ekwejunor-Etchie): It is part of the 
Minister of Education whether he could policy of the Co-operative Societies D~vision 
consider . granting 'Modern School Students of my Ministry to encourage formatiOn of 
who fail in one or two subjects the privile·ge Co-op~rative Thrift . and Savings Societies 

b · among the salary earners . in Government of repeating only those subjects in any su - h d 
sequent Modern,JII final examination. Departments, ~ercantile ouses an. at?o.ng 

teaching staff m . Government and Mtsswn 
The Parliamentary Secret~ry to the Schools. In addition to Co-operative 

Minister of Education (Mr R. A. Olusa): . Thrift and Savings Societies, there are a.lso 
No Sir, it is not proposed to change the Thrift and Credit Societies amongst th<;! 
present system of conducting the Secondary peasants, such as carpenter.s, . tailors, . men 

· Modern School Leaving Certificate Examina- and women petty traders, Qtcycle repatrers, 
tion and the standard is such that pupils etc., in order to enable the Society to raise 
with · average ability who have comp,leted funds to be lent to its members for necessary 
the three-year course should be able to pass. and productive purposes. The formation 

1 · £ s h 1 L of this type of Society provides facilities for 
Emp oy~ent or ~ 00 eave~s. , regular Thrift savings by members without 

10/9. Mr Atolagbe asked the Mmtster ~ such being removed from their control. 
of Education whether, . in view of the 
increasing rate of unemployment among 
School Leavers, Government would consider 
it advisable to · expand -~he . scope . of the 
curriculum of the Oshogb.o Trade Centre 
where "Mechanics" · is the only subject 
taught 'at the pres~nt time. , 

Mr Olusa: It is true that at the end of 
last y~ar we had the "bulg~" in our primary 
school system so that there were more 
primary school leavers than: . t.here were 
suitable employment opportumttes. I am 
sure, however, that this is a temporary phase. 
As far · as Trade Centres are concerned, 
the number and types _ of courses offered 
there are now under review with a view to 
the provision of more adequate training 
facilities for these young people. 

,J . Mr A. E. Atoh~gbe: I beg .to ask a 
,_- Supplementary question. Whether as 
··contained in this question that the rate of 
;' unemployment is increasing, the Regional 

Thrift Saving Schemes have also been 
introduced amongst members of the Co.:. 
operative Fishermen Association . of t?e 
Region in order to enable · them to ratse 
capital for the purchase of fishing materials 
and fishing boats. 

As part of the effort to encourage thrift 
savings, the Co-operative Union' of Western 
Nigeria has issued propaganda brochures 
on thrift savings which are being distributed 
by Field Secretaries of the Union. ·Arrange- · 
ment has already been made in such a way 
that every Legislator has got a copy o£ these 
brochures and I understand that as a result, 
many of my · colleagues here pre.sent h~ve 
made contacts with the ' Co-operattve Umon 
of Western Nigeria Limited for assistance in 
forming Co-operative Thrift and Credit 
Societies. ·· 

· Government would consider the immediate 
establishment of Trade Centres in such 

:· • areas of the Region where hitherto none is 
·~ in existence? 

Under similar arrangements, the Co
operative Bank of Western Nigeria Limited 
undertakes propaganda effort to encourage 
thrift savings by members of Co-operative 
Societies by means of ·Newspaper publica
tions, placards in the streets, cinemas and 
television. It also makes . use of book 
~atches as one of its propaganda methods . 

Mr Olusa: This is no supplementary 
; , - question, I should be given notice of that ' 

question. 

H 
.; .. 
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1• . . . 

· · · · Samples of these brochures and book 
:·r ~;in'atches ' are available for distribution, ih the 

-,
1 
·.·pigeon holes. , ' ' 

· ' Plans are, however, under active considera
.tion for intensive membership drive in the 
Co-operative Movement which wiH include 

· increased drive for thrift saving schemes. 
.! , Hereunder are comparative statistics 
showing . the development ' of thrift saving 
schemes among salary-·earners and peasants 
of the Region- . 
. . (~)· Co-operative Thrift and Loan Societies 

(salary-earners type) 

31-3-57 
31-3-58 
31-3-59 
31-3-60 

: ' 

. No. ,of 
Societies 

. 54 
59 

. '74 
67 

No. of Balance of 
lliembers :Savings · 

1,846 ' 
1,~86 
2,036 
2,320 

. £ 
62,403 
49,325 
62,974 
72,653 

(b)' Co ;operative Thrift and Credit 
Societies (Non salary-earners-type). 

No. of No. of Balance of 
Societies Members Savings 

Number of · Secondary Modern Schools 
in Ibadan and .District . . . 

10/44. Mr Ajimobf asked the Minister 
of Education the number . of ·Secondary 
Grammar S.chools that there are both at 
I bad an and the outlying districts '· and how 
many of these are assisted by · Government. 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
of Education (Mr J. 0. Oye): Mr Speaker, 
Sir; there are at . present sixteen Secondary 
Grammar Schools in Ibadan township . and 
one Secondary Grammar ; School in its 
outlying districts. Of the · sixteen schools 
within the township, twelve are grant-aided, 
three are not grant-aided,' . and one • .··lS a 
Government Institution. The · ·only 
Grammar School in the. outlying districts of 
Ibadan is grant-aided. '• 

. ' I I 

Chief F. Oputa-:Otutu: Mr Speaker', 
Sir, I wish to ask the Minister when the 
Government of this Region will consider 
secondary education as··a nec'essity and not, a 
luxury and accept as · a•· national duty the 
establishment' of secondary grammar schoqls 
in all Divisions as has been done in the · 
Eastern Region? , . ~ 

The Minister ·of Education (Dr S. D. · 
Onabaniiro): l\Ir Speaker, Sir, I will like 

.31-3-57 
31-3-58 
31-3-59 
31-3-6'0 

73 
92 

115 
136 

2,097 
2,100 
2,558 
3,614 

£ 
12,514 
15,740 
22,764 
27,708 

·· . to have notice of that question. 

EDUCATION 
· Increase in number of 

· Secondary Modern Schools 

• • 

4 

· · : 10/43. Mr , L .. A. Aji~obi · asked the 
Minister of Education whether the Govern
ment ; would consider the advisability of 
increasing the number ·of Secondary Modern 
Schools particularly in the 'rural areas. 

;i 

Mr Olusa: The whole question of the 
future of the . Secondary Modern Schools in 
the Western ·Region is under review. The 
Banjo Commission, set up by the G<;>vernment 

.; towards the close of last year, has submitted 
i_ts . Report to the G-overnment .and this 
Report contains · ~ soine far -reaching 
recommendations on possible ways of 
reshaping the existing Secondary Modern 

. Schools. 

Until · Government has taken a final 
decision i on the above..:mentioned recom
me'ndations, it would not be prudent to 
allow an unrestricted increase in the number -. 
of these schools though Divisions poorly • 
served with post-primary· educational insti. 
tutions are being allowed to open new Sec
ondary Modern Schools. for the time being. 

Amount of money spent on Schools 
in the Region · · 

10/78. Mr N. A. Adibi asked the Minister 
of Education if he would indicate the number 
of and the total amount spent on each of the 
various types of schools (including Technical 
or vocational schools) in the Region. ' ·· · · 

(For answer s~e columns 217 and 218) · '• 
Mr Oputa-Otutu: · I wish to ask. the 

Minister of Education whether · it is not .wise 
to scrap Modern Schools and utilise the 
hundreds of thousands of pounds for other 
important and better amenities in view of 
the constant criticism of this Government '• 
regarding the establishment of , Modern 
Schools. ·' ' · . 

Dr , Onabamiro: Mr Speaker, , Sir, 
the answer to that question ~· is '. already· 
contained in a previous · answer t'hat the 
future of Modern Schools is under review,,• 

. ·' 
LANDS AND HOUSING ·; 

Housing Scheme in' Oshun · Division' 
10/81. Mr Adibi ·askeci the 

of Lands and Housing ·whether 'the Hv ....... ,. .. ~<. ,.,3 
Scheme built at the Bodija Estate , 
also be introduced at some Oshun Dn' "·,,.,..,,.., 

The Parliamentary Secretary to ''the · 
Minister of Lands and Housing (Mr C. A.~ 
Williams): The Western Region Housing· 
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Mr Oye: 
. . . ' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the number of Institutions and its expenditure for the period April 19 54 to l\1arch 1961 are as follows: 

No. of 
Institutions 

9,540 
6,540 

90 
167 
533 
12 

.. ' 

Primary Schools 
Primary Schools 

-, 

Type 

-~ 

Teacher Training Colleges 
Secondary Grammar Schools 
Secondary Modern Schools 
Technica I Colleges and Trade Centres 

1954-55 
1955-56 
1956-57 
1957:-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 
1960-61 

Grand Total 

*Figures for 1960-61 are estimates. 

1954-55 
£ 

2,784,184 
2,784,184 

308,520 
_376,986 
115,758 
47,359 

3,632,717 
4,890,269 
4,882,383 
5,496,192 
5,580,394 
6,749,975 . 

:8,663, 192* • 

•"' •t. 

' ' . 

· , 

1955-56 
£ 

3,636,805 
3,759,805 

579,930 
371,693 

93,415 
85,426 

; .! .•.· 

"' 

':.~ 

1956-57 
£ 

3,363,460 
3,636,460 

621,035 
380,228 
1~6,370 
88,290 

. 1957-58 
£ 

4,293,855 
4,135,881 

702,332 
461,293 

93,467 
883,290 . 

.: ;:' 

1958-59 
£ 

4, 
4,293,855 

630,960 
498,712 

13,008 
143,856 

1959-60 
£ 

5,333,978 
694,000. 
591,624 

130,373 

-~'(-,. 

•. 

1960-61 
£ 

N -· -...] 

0 
· ·~ 
~ ..... 
~ 
~ 

"" ~ 
- ~ 

"" 
6,267,037* 

873,710* 
959 600*' . . 

20,400* v. 
542:445* -~~ 

>
-~ 

:::0 ...... 
~ -\0 
0'\ -
S" 

~ 
~ .... o· 
~ 

"" 

• ':! 

1'-l 
;...o. 
00 
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Corporation has so far established Housing 
Schemes at Bodija, Ikeja, Benin and Sapele. 

· For financial reasons, it has not been able 
to extend these schemes to other places. 
However, it is hoped that _similar schemes 
will . be introduced at Ogbomosho .. and 
Oshogbo soon. 

· The· hon. Member may like to know that 
the Corporation's mortgage service operates 
throughout the Region and sever.al loans 
have been made to people to build their 
houses on . their own land in all parts of the 
Region, Oshun Division not excluded. 
Individuals can deposit their savings with 
the Corporation and . apply for financial 
assistance to build their houses on land with 
good tit~e. 

Mr V. I. Amadasun: I rise . to ask the 
Minister of Lands and Housing to briefly 
explain the activities of the Housing Corpora

. tion in Benin. 

houses will be built. I am afraid my hon. 
Friend from Benin is 'not unl}.ware ·of it 
because he is one of those applying for " 
Crown Land and he knows we have recently 
allocated a portion of the Crown Lands. 

Mr ~. V. Okwesa: I wish to · ask the . 
Minister of Lands and Housing when the 
Government will consider it · advisable to· 
establish a Housing Corporation at Ashaka 
in the Mi<;iwest. . · 

Chief Adigun: I wondt;r if this is really a . 
supplementary question, but I would like to 
assure the hon. Member · that as soon as we 
find it practicable, we would do so. " 

EDUCATION ,. 

Amount Spent on Education 

10 /93. Mr J. 0. Adeyem'o asked the 
Minister of Education the total amount 
spent on Education in this Region during 
the period 1959-60. · 

The Minister of Lands and Housing Mr Oye: The total expenditure on 
(Chief J. 0. Adigun): The· Ministry has Education during the 1959-60 financial year 
recently allocated all the Crown Lands in was £7,731,924, the breakdown of which 1s 
Benin and it is on this very land that the as follows: 

EXPENDITURE, 1959-60 
Type Capital Recurrent Total 

£ £ £ 
Primary Education 420,904 4,913,074 5,333,978 

. ·:>.Secondary Gram nar · ... 170,711 420,913 . 591,624 . 
· Teacher Training 104,675 589,325 694,000 

Tec~nical Education 85,434 44,939 130,373 
193,191 . Scholarships ... 193,191 · 

Educational Administration and Other Expenses ... '12,418 77,6340 788,758 . 

TOTAL 
.. · 

ECONOMIC PLA~NING 

Census in the Wes.ternRegion 
10/99. Mr J. 0. Kehinde ··asked the 

Minister of Economic Planning when census 
will be taken in the ·Western Region. · 

· The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Economic Planning (Mr 
B. 0. Obisesan): As the Federal Govern
ment with the concurrence of the Regional , 
Governments has decided that a census of 
population in the Federation be conducted 
by the middle of next year;- the system will 
be by individual enumeration. Therefore, 
that in the Western Region will be at the 

• same . time. 

JUSTICE 
Eradication of Bribery and Corruption 

.10 /118. Mr M. A. Fetuga asked the 
Minister of Justice and Attorney-General 

£ 794,142 6,937,782 

·'i-·· 
what efforts are being made by the Regional 
Government to eradicate. bribery and corrup-
tion within its sphere of influenc.e. , ' ·; 

The Minister of Justice and Attorney
General (Chief Ighodaro): . Mr Speaker, 

. Sir, as far as the Public Service is concerned, · 
the Government of Western Region has. ·· 
made ~t a matter of policy to combat activelY, 
bribery and corruption. A committee was.: 
set up in 1952, discussing the ·problem 
and as a result of that committee's recmnnJ.erl-

1 dations, the post . of an Anti-Corruptiqn 
Officer was created. The du'ties of · 
Anti-Corruption Officer includes-

(a) investigating complaints of .. bn 
and" corruption in the ,Public Serv-ice 
where it is considered that. a prima facie 
has been established, submitting 

·report to the Permanent Secretary con
cerned for any action deemed to be" 
necessary; 

·: 
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(b) educating ~and informing the general 
·public by lecture and propaganda against 
the evils of bribery and corruption; . 

Several cases of bribery nncl corruption 
within the Public : Service have already been 
investigated and while some allegations . have 
been . found :groundless, others have been 
proved and severe punishments meted to 
the offenders. · 

Mr _, Oputa-Otutu: J wish to ask the 
· Minister of Justice and Attorney-General 
whether he can now consider instituting a 
Commi.§sion of Inquiry into the activities of 
Customary Courts ' and Customary Courts' 
Judges in view of inc.reasing allegatio!ls of 
corruption, bribery and victimisation levelled 
against them. 

Mr Speaker: The conduct of Customary 
Courts . Judges in the . discharge of their 
duties will not be questioned in this honour
able.House ..... ,. (Government Benches: Shame, 
shame) except on a substantive Motion. . . . 
· · The Minister of Finance and Leader of 
the House (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): Under 
Stan<:ling Order 15 (3) we should now proceed 
to Business Motion. 

BUSINESS MOTIONS 
Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

·Chief Odebiyi: I beg to move that 
Standing . Order 4 . (2) be. suspended 
.this , day to allow the , House to continue 
sitting after 1.00 p.m., if necessary. May 
I say, Sir, that it will be necessary in order 
to continue with the Debate on the 
Governor's · Address for the House to sit 
today in 'the eveni'ng. 

. Chief Ighodaro: I beg to second. 
Question proposer]. 
Question put and agreed to. 

NOTICES 'oF BILLS 

Notices of the following Bills were given:
. 1. The Education (Amendment) Law, 

1?p1 (The Minister 'of Education). 
'· · 2. The Stamp Duties Law, 1961 (The 

·· Minister of Finance). 
The Leader of ,P.le Opposition (Mr R. A. 

·. Fani-Kayode): Mr Speaker, I am Sir, 
afraid we are not aware of the Notice· being 

·given by the Minister of Education. In respect 
of what Bill? ( Gopernmentc Benhes: . Education 
(Amendment) Bill). Most wonderfuL He told 
us what the Bill is to be and didn't tell us 
the title is to· be. We want adequate notice 
of the Bill. , , 

Mr Spe_aker: I have been told. 

PRESENTATION AND FIRST READING 
OF P UBLIC BILLS 

· The following Bills were presented and 
read the First time, they were ordered to be 
read a Second time . immediately:-

1. The Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 
1961 (The Minister of Works and Transport). 

2. The Land Instruments Regi~tr~tion 
(Amendment) Bill, ,1961 (The Minister of 
Lands and Housing). · 

3. The Moneylenders (Amendment) 
Bill, 1961 (The Minister ojHome Ajfairs). 

ROAD .TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) 
BILL, 1961- SECOND IU:ADING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The 4 Minister of Works and Transport . 
(Chief S. 0. Sogbein): I rise to move the 
Second Reading of the Road Traffic (Amend
ment) Bill. The Bill is not a controversial 
one and should receive the · support of all 
sections of the House. 

At prese~t, the;~ are many delays in dealing 
with traffic offences mainly because of the 
difficulties experienced by the police in 

· serving summons. Offenders on being asked 
to state their address usually give one which 
is either false or misleading. The object of 
this Bill before . the House is to retain: the 
driving licence of an offender where it is 
considered that any difficulty is likely to . arise 
in the service of a summons until the offender 
reports at a police station to collect his. 
licence or a summons js in fact served on hirri. 

-- I would lilce to mention that a Bill on. the 
same lines as this before the House was 
introduced in the Eastern Jiouse of Assembly 
at its last meeti.ng. Tbe Federal Government 
also proposes to introduce a similar Bill at the 
next sitting of the .Federal Legislature. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move . 
. ' . 

Chief Odebiyi: _ . . I l;>eg . to ·secon.d . 

Question proposed. "d 

\ 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
according to the expression of the Mover of 
this Bill, this very Bill is . acceptable to Her 
Majesty's Opposition and is. not controversial 
in that the light in respect of this very Billl 
according to the M;over, has been given by 
the Eastern House of Assembly where the , 
NCNC is in power (laughter) . Now this is a 
vindication that the Action Group Govern~ 
ment is not fi rst in everything ; in the saving 

' \; 

; I 
, · 

.. 
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of life, in the detection of crime, the N{::NC 
Government in the ·land of the rising sun, is 

· giving the leadership to this Action Group 
Government of the West. 

· Mr Speaker·; Sir, let us call a spade a spade. 
This .Bill is non-controversial in that from 
my . k~owledge of road 'crimes and from my 
knowledge of many. Act,ion . Group members 

· drivir).g cars ·without licences and who pose 
to. he almighty gods, it is necessary to check 
these evils. · This Bill will eradicate those 
r'ascals in or outside this House .............. . 

, Mr Speaker: Rascals! In this House? 
I do not have tascals but hon. Gentlemen. 

Mr Amadasun: I mean the b~ck-
benchers . ...... . . 

Mr Speaker: This IS unparliamentary. 
You must withdraw. 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, · Sir, I 
withdraw .. . .. . (Shame, shame). Now Sir, 
we on this side of the House have beeri saying 

· that majority ·of the Bills presented to this 
House are ·not prepared by the Ministers 
presenting them be<;ause in such Bills it 
would have been ·advisable · to know the 
:n:umber of summonses not yet served on the 
offenders. We want to know whether they 
are 100 or 200 or 1,000 that have not beeri 
served. · · 

In the fir~t paragraph the very spirit of this 
amendment is stated-

"The number of traffic offenders on 
whom summonses have not yet been served 

· . is high throughout the Region, due mainly 
to" the fact that many offenders on being 

' asked, give false or misleading addresses". 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I think Her Majesty's 
Opposition wi'll not oppose this good . Bill. 

' . ~ . 

· ·· The Parliamentar '/ Secretary to the 
Minister of Finance (Mr D. · K~ 
Olumofin): I was shocked to hear the 
Member . mentiQriing that certain people 
we·re rascals. . · I want to show that this 
Law : will affect NCNC members and 
not Action Group Members. Even · the 
leader of the NCNC once said that the 
NCNC was a party of crooks. All I want 
to say now is that this Bill is m eant to check 
irresponsible members of the NCNC and 
I want to give you orie instance in my 
own division Owo. A high ranking 
member of the NCNC, who was a signatory 
to Ni~erian Curnmcy note§, waa arrtJatcli 
fot' drtving with an expired dr1vmg Hcence. 
When we talk of people we should know 
who should be in· the NCNC and who 

should be in the Action Group. We on· 
this · side of the House are never afraid of 
this Bill. There is a parlance to the · effect 
that ,the law is meant for evil-doers. I am 
afraid that the Member for Benin has 
demonstrated his fears . about this law and 
if you go to the road now and check on 
Members opposite you find that most of them 
have no driving licences. ~· · 

\ 

Mr R. A. Akinyemi: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I want to make an observation: We' have 
agreed that this Bill is no( controversial 
and in doing so the Chief Whip of the 
Opposition made a · statement and he was 
·asked to withdraw and he did it. I wonder 
why this carpet crosser was not asked to do 
·the ·same. 

Mr · Speaker, as it stands the object of 
the Bill is for the benefit o'f the whole Region 
irrespective of party but in presenting this 
Bill to this House the Minjster said that 

_.there were many summonses that have not 
ye~ been · served. I, 'Yill at this stage implore 
the Minister of Justice and Attorney-General · 
working in collaboration with the Minister 

· of Works to produce this Bill to check 
whether summonses evaded drivers . or • 
drivers evaded these . summonses. you 
should .. check whether · these summonses 
which ·were meant to be served were actually 
served on the road by the police and whether 
they made · every attempt' to serve them. 
Apart from that if these summonses, as this 
Bill states, are not served I would ·say that 
that Minister of Justice and Attorney
General should make ·it a point of duty · to 
investigate, and make sure that the · police 
officer who will be on the road for · this 
work will do so honestly and not for personal 
reward. 

Many of my learned Friend!> ·who are 
here know what ;they are facing in the '~- , 
courts in respect of this mattet~ · I say. ·'l 
with the greatest respect that there must ~' · 
be a check on bribery and corn.iption trom .;~- · · 
checking police officers on the 'road to prevent·~.;,. · • 
them from satisfying•·their own private ends. ,: 

. . · · ~ 

The Minister 9£. Home Affairs (Mr ~>-::·. 
Duro Ogundiran): We . ' have heard so . ·; · 
much about this corruption that I can assure ,., ,, 
my hon. Friend that any case brought to 'my · 
notice will he thoroughly investigated and 
dealt with. ' 

Chief Sogbein: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Member for Benin said that the Western 
R(,Jgion ill ~gpying fmm the Eust(;m Region, 
1 am very sorry that he Is most ignorant o£ 
the working of the Road T raffic Ordinance. 
This Ordinartce is for the whole of the 
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Feclerlltit'm nncl he ~hauld hnve lmown that 
· all of us have to meet and agree before each 
· Region enacts his own in Parliament. For 

him to say that we are · copying somebody 
in. this respect shows sheer ignorance. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I think he should be better 

. educated in this matter. 
. . ' 

The Member for Ikeja spoke of the polic~ 
and whether they served summonses or not. 
I have to say . that . they served them. If 
you go to the roads you . will see police with 
volumes of summonses and if they had 
succeeded in tracking a~d bringing offenders 
to law · it wouJd not hav~ been necessary to 
stop, every driver on the road. 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill ' accordingly read , a Second time and 

ordered for Committee immediately. 
In ·the Committee. · 
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 
Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Bill reported 'Without amendment, read the 

Third time and passed. 

·THE LAND INSTRUMENTS 
REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) 
BILL: 1961~SECOND READING 

Order for the Second Reading read. 

Chief Adigun: Mr Speaker, Sir·; it is my 
privilege and pleasure to move the Second 

. Reading of, and commend to the favourable 
consideration and acceptance of this House, . 
this Bill for a Law to amend the Land 
Instruments .. Registration Law. The Bill is 
very simple, str~ightfor-Ward and I· am sure, 
non-contentious. 

.Under the Land Instruments Registration 
Law, Chapter 56, any instrument excuted 
by an illiterate person orjointly by a literate 
and one or more illiterate persons cannot be 
registered unless it is excuted before · and 
attested to by a Magistrate or a Justice of the 
Peace. · · ·· 

· It is felt that since a· Justice of the Peace, 
who may or may not be a layman, is 
considered qualified to handle and attest to 
such documents it is desirable that Presi
dents ~- of Grade A and Grade B Customary 
c .ourts should also be given such powers. 

Thi~ amending Bill, Mr Speaker, has been 
brought up to redress what could be described 
·as an unfortunate experience of some lawyers 
who have sent many a conveyance to lawyer/' 
Presidents of Customary Courts for attestation 
'on the assumption that as Commissioners for 
Oaths, they become ipso facto Justice of the 

• 

Peace. All the documents thus witnessed 
by th~ lawyer /Pre!ddent!l hav~ been rightly 
rejected for registration at the Lands Office . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, where honour is due I am 
one of those who believe it should be giyen. 
My · attention has been called to this un
fortunate situation. by one of our young, . 
intelligent and hard-working lawyers in the 
person of Mr Moronfolu Adedapo Aderemi 
and the fact that Government is taking · this 
step to improve the · provisions of the law is 
an evidence of this Government's readiness 
always to listen to constructive criticisms 
and take good advice when -honestly giyen. 

I like to take this opportunity to congra
tulate Mr Aderemi and to appeal to other 
citizens, be they lawyers, doctors, farmers, 
teachers or what not, to come forward and 
let the nation benefit from . their learning, 
resourcduln~ss and industry. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr Akinyemi: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I am happy you .•are not (interruptions). 
For once the Minister of Lands and Housing 
has presented a good Bill. I am nq~ saying 
he has assisted the·lawyers. I am saying that 
the job of .the lawyers has been .made very 
very easy. But nevertheless, Mr Speaker, 
he made a comment that this has been done 
by a resourceful personality and he named, a 
particular person. I don't think this is 
necessary. I have to say that the .Govern- · 
ment ·of this Region should be prepared to 
listen to criticisms. There have been several 
times people . who are not members of the 
Action Group Government have brought 
criticisms, but because they have been · 
brought by a membeF of the NCNC these 
criticisms have-, not been examined ......... . 
(inte;ruptions). 

Mr A. T. Rerri :. Mr Speaker, Sir, I do 
not think it is safe to pass a Bill such as this 
into law without going into scime of . the 
grounds. It will be quite fair and in order 
that such a lawyer /President will be able to 
protect the interests of both parties. But 
where, as in some cases, .the President has no · 
legal education, I think it would be a dang~,
rous thing to both parties for such a person 
to be given such a post. ·My submission, 
Mr Speaker, is that the idea behind the law is 
quite good. But we· must be sure that when 
we try to protect one perSQn We must not 
destroy another. In an attempt to facilitate 
the work of lawyers ancl perhaps to facilitate 
the ideal, directions should be given . 

• · l' 
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,Adigun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am · Speaker, Sir, I beg to second. 

;;~»-~ &lfi!&UJi 'grateful to the Members of the Opposi- Question 'proposed. 
,; seeing good sense in this Bill. My 

. :
1
)'riend .. from Ikeja South argued that I 

;;:•:sliouldn't have mentioned names. When 
.' 1 said that I belong to one of those who 

· '~ ! b'elieve that honour should be given to whom 
.''it is due, and when somebody has done 
,something worthwhile, I think it is proper 

-~that he is' named. And I appeal to my 
Frien,ds in the Opposition to study some of 
these laws and if they have something con
·structive to present to Government we would ' 
not mirid. Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 
· Bill accordingly read a Second time and 
orderedfor Committee immediately. 

In the Committee . . 
-·· Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. · 

Mr · Fani-Kayode: Mr Speaker, Sir, some
times I appreciate the difficulties of any person 
who goes out seeking or trying to make impres
sions especially when these are overdue but I 
can assure the Minister of Home Affairs that 
bills or legislations such as this have caused 
more harm than the very evils they ·try to 
remove and I can warn the Minister of Home 
Affairs now that the likelihood is that this 
particular Bill, whatever its intentions might · 
be, is _goip.g to bring much more difficulties 
than he might possibly have envisaged. 
First and foremost the Bill is an amendment 
to the Moneylenders Law. In other words, 
it can only affect people who come within '· 
the class of the moneylenders as defined by 
the law". We know that it is the Government ' · Mr Speaker resumed the Chair: 

' Btll reported without . amendment, 
Third time and passed. 

read the that formulates policies but in this respect it 
is very easy, there is nothing as easy as that, 

.THE ·MONEYLENDERS (AMENDMENT) 
BILL, 1961-SECOND READING 

for persons, I mean for any person or persons · 
to pretend under the moneylenders ordinance 
by not getting licences at all and by so doing 
they cannot be caught by the claws of the Bill. · Order for Second reading read. 

, With all sense of responsibility I do not mind 
. Mr <;>gundiran: Mr _Speaker, . Sir, I beg · sitting down and seeing this . Bill getting 

to move the Second Readmg of a BtU. to amend 1 - through but it is my duty to sound some notes 
Moneylenders Bill. This ·-is a very simple-- of warning to the Minister of Nome Affairs. · 
Bill Sir. The objects and reasons have been It is for him to listen or refuse to listen· and if 

· clearly stated. There are at present practices he listens, to try and find ways and. means of 
of some moneylenders who induce personsto bringing further safeguards. I have .,, 
borrow money on the security of their sympathy for· people whq are deprived of 
farmlands or of crops growing thereon a11d their lands. . Sometimes, Sir, I have to 
_then try to avoid repayment of the loan whilst deviate a . bit and talk to this Government in · 
refusing to give up possession of the property the language it understands. The · 
pledged. ment should realise that whenever an 

The purpose of this Bill is therefore to important issue as this is being discussed, ~: 
amend the Moneylenders Law, Cap. 78, so ~ important issues are at stake, they ~. 
as . to prohibit the creating, by any money- shou~(i have the patience to listen. They. 
lending contract, of any . charge on,' or the should listen especially on issues where we''~ 
giving as security of, any land being used for are coming forward with concrete propo~als·:·· 

·. agricultural purposes or any growing crops (interruptions from the Government 
on such land. Under the provisions of the When concrete proposals are being \.uo•'-u'""''u 
Bill any moneylending -contract purporting in this House it is impudent of some u ....... u-· 

to create any charge on, or give as security, bers to interrupt especially when cons 
any agricultural land or growing crops thereon work is being done. It is impudence for 
will be noll and void. person to interrupt and · I say this with 

I say with pride that we on this side of the 
House with the National Banks which has just 
been nationalised (hear, hear) will keep looking 
adequately after the interest of the farmers 
when it comes to borrowing to finance 
a·5ricultural or other purposes. We are trying 
to avoid Shylocks in this Region and I hope 
that everybody in this. House will support 
this Bill. l\1r Speal~er, Sir,, I beg to move. 

The Pafliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (Alhaji Z. A. Opaleye): Mr 

sense of respo.nsibility and :with all l.l >u~>nt:~~<r: 
Sir. (Opposition Benches: Q.C., Q.C.). I 
that that _is one aspect of the matter that 
Minister of Home Affairs should look into. 
Not only should Goveclunent make it ill~gal 

· but should prohibit thish type of loans. 
should prohibit and make illegal pledging 
crops in this manner. ,Not only .should 
moneylenders be prohibited but the ' 
of trying to steal land from" the farrriers under 
the pretence of using them for the native law 
and custom should also be · prohibited 
(hear, hear). · 
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It is important to remember the difficul

tie_s encountered by these poor farmers when 
even they get loans for small sums such as £15 
or £20. The conditions of obtaining loans 
of up to £2,000 or £3,000 are that lands 
being used for the loan must be for agric
ultural purposes . which would include the 
plantation with the result that if the plantation 
owner wants to borrow some money 'or wants 
small loans he will find some difficulty in 
receiving this loan because he cannot use the 
only security he has, i.e., land. , That must be 
looked into by the Government because in 
such case that particular owner of land will 
find that he will be deprived of opportunities 
for getting more funds for his work and by 
trying to assist him indirectly the Minister 
might be harming him directly. 

Another point that must not be overlooked 
is that not all these moneylenders are crooks. 
Sometimes 'borrowers are not fools as well. ' 
You find that at times when a person borrows 
money from a moneylepder, the borrower 
gets his money and leaves as security ordinary 
uncultivated lanq and the.n overnight he pl;mts 
cassava all over the place before the time is due 
for repayment. What happens? You hear that 
this land is for agricultural purposes and there
fore the security is null and void. All these 
things affect the community. You cannot come 
before this House without giving considerable 
thought to the repercus'sions and these are 
what the Minister should do. The Mini'Ster 
can do another .· thing. He can niake an 
order that such people who have borrowed 
money on security of their crops under 
certain circumstances; that the circumstances 
becoine null and void when the lenders 
cannot be found. 

With that I support the Bill but I hope 
the Minister will give more consideration to it. 

Mr A. Adisa: Mr . Speaker, Sir, I 
wholeheartedly support the most able speech 
by the Leader of Opposition. It is the best 
sp~ech I have ever heard in this House. I 
believe Sir, that the Leader of Opposition . 
was most constructive and I am sure that 
the front benchers from the Government 

·side will listen, appreci~te, evaluate and then " 
abide by what .. the Leader of Opposition has 
said. I 'can say right away that the whole 
purpose or the whole intent of this Bill is to 
enable · the Action • Group members to clear 
wholesale the land of the farmers. 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. We sho.uld 
not impute motives./ I cannot see how this_ 
Bill can mean what the hon. Member is 
trying to suggest. No rnotives, please. 

Mr Adisa: As the Speaker has said, then 
I will repeat what I have said outside the 
House. · 

Mr Speaker: Or you will withdraw it 
here and now (hear, hear). 

Mr Adisa: I say that the whole effect of 
the whole Bill is to enable the Action Group 
to clear wholesale the lands of the farmers 
throughout the Western Region. That is 
why ........... . 

Mr Speaker: Will the hon. Member be 
assured once more that I give my ruling on 
that? I agree· with you when you , say 
that you will repeat it outside this House 
but for goodness sake withdraw it here. 
(withdraw, withdraw). 

Mr Adisa: As Mr Speaker has alleged 
that this Bill is not for obtaining the farmers' 
lands ......... . 

Mr Speaker: All I say 1s that it is a 
contravention of the · Standing Orders and 
advise you to withdraw for the third time 

Mr Adisa: In compliance .with the iuliP,g 
of the Speaker, the words are withdrawn .... . . 
..... . (interruptions, Shame! shame! shame!) . 
I do contend, Mr Speaker, Sir, that the Bill 
will not achieve the object for which it was 
brought to this House, which is to · help 
farmers who are in genuine or dire need of 
loans and whose miseries have been used by 
money lenders to make them poorer. That; 
so far, is the purported object . . This Bil~, 
it is contended, will not achieve that purpose 
because any of the Government Departments 
which loan out money could equally loan 
money out and then make a security for the 
farmers. In consequence, the same predica
ment will be encountered, and that is why, 
as the Leader of the Opposition has suggested, 
the best thing is to amend this Bill in a 
manner which will forbid absoll!tely, in its 
entirety, the lending of money upon a charge 
of security on 'an agricultural land. This is 
the contention, and if the hon. Members 
opposite have the interest of the· farmers at 
heart, there is no reason which will prevent 
them from doing it. But if the Action Group 
Government wants to give all its money out 
as loans to the farmers, well good luck to them · 
and in fact they will be most appreciative of 
this kind of help to the farmers, but not in a 
way which will forbid, moneylenders from 
loaging money·out to farmers and then allow 
members of the Acti_on Group outside this· 
House, I know there are no moneylenders 
in this House (laughter) .... : .but one thing 
I know is that moneylenders of the Action 
G roup will fail to renew their licences 

I ' 
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and continue to lend out m:oney as before and 
make the farmers poorer and poorer . ....... . 

'The best thing that this Government can 
do is to make the farmers who have no need 
for funds to be moreprosperous. It is not 
enough for. :Governmcnt only to continue to 
say from place to place that they are friends 
of farmers, l;·ather ·they should increase the 
price of cocoa so that the farmers will not 
stand in need of any_ loans. ' We · do not want . 
this half-hearted policy in this Government. 

Again, Sir, this money is needed in order 
to_impro've the lot of the farmers, hut they fail 
to get these loans from any agency of Govern
ment unless they can show Action Group 
membership cards. I am telling you that the 
past policy of this Government was that when 
loans were being given to these people, they 
must be members of the Action Group, and 

_if th~y were not, they were to obtain the 
. membership cards before the loans were 
given t<_:> them. 
- Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

.Mr Akinyemi: I do appreciate the good· 
intentions of the hon. Minister of Home 
Affairs in presenting the Bill for a Law 
entitled "The Moneylenders (Amendn1e~t) 
Law, 1961", but I am sorry to say: that this 
intention is defeated because the amendment 
is badly worded. It has been honestly, clear 
from best experience that it is not only 
moneylenders that _give this money out .. 
People who have no licence as, moneylenders 
even do give out more .money than such 
licensed moneylenders who give out loans. 

The second point is that this Bill should 
be . so w.orde9 that anybody riot necessarily 
moneylenders, anybody, should be liable 
under the law if caught. This should be so' 
becau.se under this Bill as it now ~tands, 
many persons could g'o behind and surrender 
their licences and begin to operate as money
lenders in order to get material benefit with
out the licence and if they are caught, they 

. cannot be prosecuted u~der the Ordinance. 
I do actually appreciate the good intentions 

of the hon. Minister but as I have said earlier 
it .has not got the proper drafting necessary 
to reflect the exact intentions. He does not 
know how to draft it ........ . (laughter) ......... > 

he should have given it to the Minister of 
Justice and Attorney-General who is a 
competent lawyer and who happened to be 
my tutor at Igbobi College. 

If ind~ed we wish to really protect the 
interest of the farmers we must be prepared 
to, adopt the same method adopted by the 
Eastern Region Government. Many of these 

.• 

moneylenders being so ·parsimonious, and 
avaricious, they could lend out £10 and make 
you sign for £100. In the Eastex:n Region, 
in order to avoid this kind of practice, it is a 
law that when a moneylender is loaning out 
money to a' borrower, he should do it by 
cheque so that he takes it to the ban,k and 
signs for it and once this is done, he cannot 
ask you ·for r;r, extra amoun.t again. It is . 
quite possible ,.Jr a moneylender to ask you to 
sign for £200 ~here in fact he loaned out 
only £100. It is therefore prudent that if we 
want to protect the moneylenders, we should 
also protect the interest of the public in 
general. 

Therefore, not to defeat this good intention 
on the "part of the .hon. Minister of Home 

, Affairs, it will be prudent either to withdraw 
. this Bill now, or amend it to reflect fully 
'the intention. · 

I fully support the intentions of the hon. · 
Minister of Home Affairs on this Bill· Mr · 
Speaker, Sir, and advise that it shguld be 
properly drafted: 

Mr N. A. B. Kotoye: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to support this Bill. Nobody who is · 
familiar with the problems of money lending 
in courts will fail to sympathise with the 
constructive suggestion which has beex:i 
put forward by the hon. Leader of the 
Opposition but I would say that the essential 
part of this Bill has been overlooked by· 
Members of the · Opposition who have 
contributed to the debate on the Bill. One 
point is that it is in the interest of the Govern..; 
ment and of the community that people 
should be allowed genuine means of getting 
money from some source and that · is -why 
this Bill is not prohibiting money lending 
absolutely. It, is prohibiting the creation by 
any moneylending contract, of any charge on, 
or the giv~ng as security of, any land being 
used for agricultural purpos'es or any growing 
crops on such land. It -is also true that 
people can get outside this Bill. One thing · 
the Leader of Opposition would agree with 
is that people would still find the mea11s 
of getting outside it. ·· Otherwise there 
would be -- no lawyers. I 'believe that the 
hon. Member for Ikeja South would. concede 
this: that even the Bill which was. passed in 
the East providing for the issue of cheques . 
for moneylending is being abused and it 
will not be surprising if in future they 'tur:q 
to our method here. The purpose of this ·' 
Bill is to protect the land of this Region from 
getting into tl1e hands of unscrupulous money
lenders. The Bill will not stop friendly 
loans. We have the Finance Corporation. 
or the Co-operative Societies, who are not 
affected by the Moneylenders Bill, , to whom 
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farmers could turn. The Government 
tis Region is not making it impossible for 
.~rs to get money. We have spent ~ lot 
tqviding loans to farmers and it would 
he' logical that we should protect farmers 
L · 1avaricious moneylenders. I would 
tfiat, in fairness to this Government, we 
progressive and that at all times we 
ect public opinion and that if in future it 
lind that the provision of this amendment 
tot adequate we shall do all that lie 
Lin our powers to protect farmers from 
unscrupulous moneylenders. 

lie Minister of Mid~est Affairs '(Mr 
~~ Otobo): Mr Speaker, Sir, I will not 
her to answer that" part of the speech of 

hon. Leader of Opposition ·which is 
racteristic . and usual among members 
the Opposition. 1 do ~ppreciate . the 

se 9f frustration which frequently moti-
ed such speeches. ' 

vfay I say at the outset, Sir, that the 
>lication of this Bill will be a welcome . 
asure in . the development of rubber 
.ntations in. the Midwest as a whole. 
1riy , Members · seem to think that the 
:>lication · of this Bill is limited to the 
."ruba area. There is a growing practice 
the Midwest whereby non-natives of the 
idwest very frequently take up most of 
e rubber · plantations belonging to the 
ti.ves. As soon as . this Bill comes into 
~ect most of these .unscrupulous money-., 
1.ders making it impossible for the farmers 
Benin to go and tap their rubber will be 

:evented. · 
·,')> . 

J· wish hon. Members to no~e, Sir, that it 
·very interesting for the Leader .of Opposi

on to attempt here to .• show genuine concern 
1r the cause of farmers. He was in a 
osition to do so as far back as two months 
io. · It is a matter for regret that the only ·· 
~tivity of his in connection with this Bill is 
egative. Negative in the sense that rather 
1an help us to solve the problem, he claims 
.1e affection of the farme.rs from the area 
.e comes. Happily, the farmers · there are 
vise to know who their friends are. I will 
tot take up the time of the House by making 
eference to venues which are provided by the 
]overnment for assistance to farmers. Re~ 
:nces have been made to the Fi~ance Cor{\ -
·ation anp also to various Co-operative Socie
:ies and it- would be in the interest of farmers 
:hemselves to form themselves into . co
)perative societies to enable them to obtain 
1ssistance from their superior counterparts. 

The Leader .. of Opposition made anothet 
point about the operation of the law. If 
he had taken pains to go through · the BiU 
as I used to do when I was on that side he 
would have thought differently. Section 2 
(1) of the Bill reads-

"No contract by a bo~rower or his agent 
for the repayment or securing of money 
lent. to the borrower or to any agent on 
his behalf by a moneylender, or for the 

' payment by the borrower or by any agent on 
his behalf . of interest on tnoney so lent, 
and no security by the borrower or by 
any 'such agent as aforesaid in respect of 
any such contract, shall create, give or 
include as security for the money lent 
or for interest thereon any charge of any 
kind whatsoever on land being used for 
any agricultural purpose or ' any grbwing 
crops on such land." 

In other . words, if at some future date the 
land is not going to be used as given then 
it comes under this clause. 

The hon. Member for Ibadan South-East 
wpuld like Members · to carry away with 
them his wild allegatitln. All I would · say 
is that far from being another design , to 
appropriate the farms of cocoa· owners in 
Western Region, ' it is to stop unscrupulous 
demands of those moneylenders operating 
in the. areas concerned. On this issue I 
speak · with · special knowledge because I 
have been very much concerned· · with 
the activities of our own people in the 
Midwest in regard t6 farm· crops. I should 
say at this stage that what Government has 
done so far is highly commendable and that 
is of course in contradistinction to the 
activities of certain NCNC leaders in the 
areas-! am not referring to NCNC 
members in this House. I wish to say 
also that there ·is no .reason whatsoever to 
suppose that the granting of lo~ns by the 
Finance Corporation and other Government 
financial agencies has ~ been done in any 
arbitrary manner. I do know in this particular 
respect that ·the Finance Corporation loans 
given to the' Aiyedade 'District Council go to 
NCNC and, Action Group members and 
I do know under the scheme people from 
the ~Midwest who have benefited ·who are 
NCNC and Action Group members. 

The bon. Member for Ikeja South made 
the point that this Bill was badly worded. 
I would not dispute that. I am not a 
la}Vyer but one would. ha.ve · thought that 
since there is a Q.C. on the other side his 
opinion should override that of ordinary 
lawyers. His opinion should prevail. I would ' 
be most hesitant to accept the view .. of the 
hon. Member in preference to the refined 
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wording of this Bili. The ·point was also 
made by him that the House should mal~e 
'an ·amendment right on the Table of thts 
House. I would advise him that should 
he come to power he should not carry out 
hasty amendments. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, some reference has been 
made to some cheque signing stunts in ' the 
Eastern Region. I do not knoyv about t~at. 
All we know here is that.we are not ·concermng 
0\].rselves with the various and multifarious 
·activities of moneylenders. We are con
cerned here with that · aspect of the function 
of moneylenders which relates to farm · crops, 
No more no less. (Hear, hear, from 
Opposition Benches). And if it is said thai the 
Eastern Region people are prptected by the 
cheque signing business, and so on, all well 
and good. All we think is that that cheque 
signing business will not be of us~ to us 
here unless it relates to money lendmg per
taining to cocoa farms. . It may be that 
the hon. Member does not understand what 
this Bill prov~des for. · (Shouts of shame, 
shame, from · Governme,nt ~er:ches). The 
question is not whether extstmg money
lender is ..... . (continued interruptions fro;n 
Opposition Benches) ........ . unscrupulous m 
the sense that if the farmer borrowed £10 he 
writes £20 or £50 in the agreement. That 
is .not the point, Sir, the point is the perpetual 
holding of farmland or crops for, it. 

One of the duties of the Opposition is to be 
very painstaking. Well, those of you w~o 
are used to the tradition of this House wtll 
know that in those days, when I . was on the 
other side of this House, I was very painstak
ing. Where. I did not understand. a Bill 
I w~nt to a lawyer; if it concerned agncult~r~, 
I went to an Agricultural Officer, and tf tt 
concerned engineering, I went to an Engineer, 

. in an attempt to understand. (Cheers from 
Government Benches). (Opposition Benches: 
We are always painstaking) ..... . ... but they 
will not do this but will continue to be 
·hopeless Members of the Opposition. 

T.he point was made, Sir, about · the 
definition of Moneylender. I am not a 
lawyer but I am sure that the hon. the Minis
ter of Home Affairs will say something 
about the definition of Moneylender in the 
original law. 

With thes~ comments, s·ir, I beg to support. 

Mr Ogundiran: · (cheers from the Govern
ment Benches). Mr Speaker, Sir, I am r:ally 
happy this morining just ~eca':se the Opp~st
tion has been to 1struct1ve m commentmg 
on this Bill and the points made by the Leader 
of · the Opposition will be considered where 

they are appropriate. But, as far as . · thi~ 
Bill' is concerned, I assure this honourable 
House that it has covered the grounds inten
ded. (Cheers · fron:z Government Benches). 
The Leader of the Opposition wanted us to 
make an all-purposes Jaw to include people 
who are not covered by the Moneylenders 
Hill. The original law sfa.tes "moneylender 
includes every person whose business is that 
of moneylending or who carries on or advert
ises or announces hirn3elf or holds himseU: 
out in any way as carrying•on that business; 
whether' or not he also possesses or owns 
property or money derived froffi:sources other 
than the lending of money and whether or not 
he carries ·on the busin.ess as a principal or as . 
an agent ............ " (interruptions from the 
Opposition Benches) ........... . I take it that 
his point is that where the man is unlicensed 
he cannot be said to be a moneylender; ,the · 
court will uphold, with due deference to 
Mr Speaker, Sir, and the court will deal with 
him under the law. (Continued interruptions 
from the Opposition Benches). '' 

The han. Member for Ikeja will have to 
consider that I am his -senior at the. Bai:: 
I have to say this, that Western Nigeria i_s 
one of the best in the ·Federation, not ,only 
in the number of lawyers, but also in t~e 
number of persons available in the' Attorney-:. 
General's office; I mean men who are 
known to be scholars of law . ..... (interruptions 
from - the Opposition) . ..... The .' fact is · th~t 
moneylenders are wise in their own way an1 
we on this side of the House do not -say:tha~ 
we cannot be · caught by' the people's tricks ·· 
especially when they live every~ay by trick~ · 
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and they all know tricks and planning. I 
assure this honourable House that when ~n'IM;; ··~ 
circu~stance arises my Government 
take appropriate n;teasure. We are not .· 
unaware of the fact that some men ....... ; . 
(Opposition Benches: Who are they? no'point,· 
no point) ..... . are saved by moneylenders,- but 
if a man should bring himself to calamity .; . · 
(continued interruptions from the Opposition) . . 

. 1 .,:;. ' • ~. ; ' t .. h.,~.~ 

The BiU is intended to protect agricultutaJ 
lands. As the Leader of the Opposition-has· 
suggested, I have taken notice of his . 
and the Government will consider them bu~ 
this Bill is the best we can have under tlie 
present set-up.: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Mr · Speaker, Sir, 
point of explanation, it is a pity that . Mr ·. 
Isoko, has left the House. · 

Government Benches: Mr What?, 
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Mr Fani-Kayode: Mr Isobo ..... . (pro
longed laughter from both sides of the House) · 

. .. : ... I am sorry, Sir, I think I miss~d his 
name, · Mr Itobo ..... . (laughter from both sides 
of the House). 

Mr Speaker: The people whom the 
hon. Member is trying to refer 'to as Isobos 
are no more called Isobos but Urhobos. 
(prolonged laughter from both sides of the 
House) . 

Mr ~ani-Kayode: Mr Otobo. 

· Mr Speaker: I think that the Minister 
shouJd be referred to by his p~rtfolio. He 
is the Minister of Midwest Affairs. 

. ' 
· Mr Fani-Kayode: · I refer to Mr Otobo 

the Minister of West, ..... ,of Midwest Affairs: 
· · ...... (laughter from both std,f!S of the House). 
The hon. · Minister said that I had to be 
personal in this assumption that relates to 
this Bill. )t is quite true, Sir~ · But I did 
my duty to report allegations, made to ine 
as counsel to the Police an~ to the authorities, 
of a sum of £600 having been taken from 
a . moneylender by somebody very healthy 
in the Government, and I am saying that, 
Sir, without any ill-feelings against the person. 
Whether he took the money or not, I do not 
know. I was not there but if an allegation 
like that is made to me as counsel, it is my 
duty to report it and I am asking, Sir, that 
the Minister of Home Affairs should look 
into the matter because the allegation is very 
strong that _somebody used the name of the 

-Premier to collect that money ...... (cries of 
shame.; .... shame . .... .from the Opposition 

. ·· Benches) ...... and I am saying this with all 
sense of responsibility. I am asking the 
Minister of Home Affairs to look into it and 
I · shall be there to give him a written letter 
and affidavits ... .. . (cheers from Opposition 

. Benches). · · 

· Mr Speaker·: The Minister of Home' 
' Affairs. You will look into .that. 

· Question put and /zgreed to. 
' . 

·· Bill accordingly read a Second time and 
ordered for Committee immediately. 

In the Committee. 
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed io. 
Mr Speaker resumes the Chair. 

Bill reported without ~mendment read 
the Thir4 time and passed. ' 

Sitting suspended at 12.05 p.m. 
~ . . 

Sitting resumed at 1.05 p.m. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY 

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 
Debate on the Address 

Adjourned Debate on the , question 
(22nd March).-"That an humble Address -
be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
in the following terms :- . 

That this House expresses its loyal and 
dutiful thanks to Your Excellency for the 
most gracious Speech addressed to both · 
Houses of the Legislature; 

· And that this · Address be. formally 
presented to His Excellency by the Leader 
of the House and the Leader of the 
Opposition." 

. Question again proposed. 

Mr F. H. Utomi: I rise to congratulate His 
Excellency for his personal acliievemerit and 
at the same time I rise to opp )Se the Speech 
from the Throne as His Master's voice. In 
opposing this Speech from the Throne I have 
got ~o ma~ce my observations · under npny 
headmgs. The first is Income Tax. The 
time is over iue for the int~oduction of 
Pay As You Earn system which is a decade 
old in th~ Eastern · Region. Here in the.· 
Western Region, those on regular service 
with ascet;tainable income groan under the 
bulk payment of heavy income tax, payable 
as a whole or under two or _three instalmental 
.policy. It is only this year that an attempt is 
being made to lighten the burden. Last 
year, two years ag), people paid tax in two 
places. They, paid .to the Regional Inland 
Revenue Department and also to · the local 
councils which is double tax unheard of 
anywhere in any part of the world . 

Under Agricultural development, I must 
. emphasise, Sir, that nepotism and parochi
alism are two factors against the Western 
Region Government. We in the Midwest 

., since 1952, have been clamouring for ~ 
Marketing Board for our rubber. If one 
per cent of Government .expenditure is spent 
on rubber, we should not have suffered by 
the reduction in the price of cocoa. We 
have- 'always been clamouring for rubber' 

· rehabil,itation and Rubber Marketing Board. 
We have fought for some time tprough various 
means for loans and I am going to comment 
on Government loans, which are given with 
bias only to party members of the Action ~ 
Group. _ . · 

Government Loans:· Because Government 
Loans have parcy .bias, majority of . the 
farmers pledge their farms to what the Govern
ment now call "exploitation by unscn~pu-

.. 



:\ ~ .. 

·-, 

·from the Throne ::241 
239 . ~ ... Speech . .. 5TH .,AYRIL.,' 1961 \ 240 

[MR UTOMI] 

lous moneylenders". Under the Govern
ment Loan policy, there is more exploitation 
by the Action Group ·Loan Board members, 
who besides lending public money only to 
their party members, .demand exhorqitant 
commissions before approving the loans. 
This has been pointed out to .the G~we-:z:
mcnt ycnrly, through- the rncd1un'l. of cntl
cisms of the Speech from the Throne. No 
attempt has been made by the Government to 
remedy the situation in democratising the 
membership of the Loans Board. 

Mr Speaker: It is . unfortunate I cannot 
. recognise the person who said that it is a lie. 
·It is unparli~mentary, but I don't know ~rom 
which quarters. (Laughter from both ~zdes). 

Mr Utomi: I teinember/ Mr Speaker, 
Sir, that in 1954, in Asaba Division, when the 

· members of the Loans Board find the Loan 
Secretary were one day rriobbed in an o~en 
place in Issele-Uku beca':lse . very h1gh 
commissions ·we :·e demanded and because 
commissions were given and :vhen NCNC 
members were not ·given loans. , I remem
be/ also, . Sir, the .Asaba Urban ,District 
Council elections, when the Action Group 
party, in order to get votes, brought loans on 
the eve of the elections, with the result 
that · the NCNC lost the Asaba Distric.t 
Council elections: · 

We come to education. It is a regret, 
Sir, that this Government has not . been 
able to see the flaws ·in her educational 
policy, which policy is for mass production 

· of School Leavcrs. who .have no hope of 
employrr:ent ~o~h in th:e West and Federal 
Services owmg to reduced standard, 
which makes our children vagrants, bandits, 
sorrows of our urban towns today. The 

· standard is miserably reduced to the extent 
that our children cannot compete with child
ren from the Eastern Region, · Northern 
Region or the·; Federal territory. At least, 
I am an authority on educational matters. It 
is time Primary School syllabu·s is reorientated 
to 1926 Education Code to make allowance for 
longer period in primary sdo,ls and impr<?v
ed academic standard to equate them w1th 
childr~n from other parts of the Federation. 
It is time too, Modern School Leavers 
those · of thc;m, as in England, who ~ave 
academic aptitude, should be allowed mto 
our Grammar. Schools. :The ban obstruct
'ing their entry into Grammar Schools sho1.1ld 
be lifted. The Secorrdary Modern School 
syllabus and the standard attained before 
entry is poor with the result that at the end 
you find them failing to pass the examination; 
and they do nothing at · all but to become 
riff-raffs, too lazy to work·. · 

' 
I come now to Teacher Training Colleges. 

. I make bold .·to say, · Sir, that · Elememary 
Teacher Training Colleges are an apology. 
Academically, graduates of these coLleges 
are not sufficiently equipped through no 
fault of theirs. As the teachers, so are the 
-boys. The academic standard is so reguced 
that the boys graduating from Eleme~tary · ; 
Truining Colleges nrc •not bcttcr . thu1,1 
Modern School boys. I reme:nb.er bringi,ng 
a Motion to this effect and I was begged to 
withdraw it because Government was pre
·pared to improve thG standard. Their syllabus 
should be ·academically improved and :inte-: 
grated with the syllabus of Grade II .Te:'lcher 
·Training Colleges to reduce the fatigue .and.· 
.drudgery now experienced in the extensionist 
course of . Grade III. · The Government's 
policy in. establishing Grade III Colleges, for , 
the mass production:of teachers is regret;table '' 
and disastrous to real educational grow~h· 
-~f this country. Their syLabus should· be · 
enlarged and the pe.riod extended .tot'three 
years. 

I now come to the position~· ·of teachers. 
The mad ru h to Europe and America. ·for 
teachers is the fault of our ! 

(Government Me'1zbers: Have you boen 
I have not b ~en there but I know 
have, been running · to Europe and Ameri 
for teachers. Teachers are slighted; ............. .. 
are neglected and their lot is not 
Mr Speaker, Sir, even graduate '""·"~u '"'' 
not satisfied. . If you need to know 
of teachers in this country I would like 
keep a statistics of the exodus of 
from the teaching profession. Why. 
resign? It is because'· they are not · 
.... .. (interruptions). Most graduate 
wish to join the Federal SeJNice or 
the mercantile houses because the . 
t~achers is one which is highly 

Chief Odebiyi: You are 
miserable ..... . (laughter). 

I 

Mr Speaker: From the way the . 
Gentleman is looking he does noL. 
miserable. 

Mr Utomi: Teachers· are 
neglected yet hundreds are turned out 
from colleges and the country i~ in dire~ 
of them. Due to the plight of teachers 
graph of exodus grows high yearly;' . 
service conditions are slavish. ea.cners 
realise th~y have no future and that is 
young ~eachers resign daily for more Ol'<>!!tres-' 
sive and lucrative adventures. 

Noboly would like to be chained vyith 
gemration to endl~ss poverty .and . 
One has to adventure and that is why' 
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·lous moneylenders". U:nder the G~we~n
ment Loan policy; t~?-ere 1s more explo1tat10n 
by the Action Group Loan Board members, 
who .besides lending public money only to 
their party members, demand exhorbitant 
commissions before approving the loans. 
This has been pointed out to the Govern
ment yearly, through the medium of · criti
cisms of the Speech from the Throne. No 
attempt has been made by the Government to 
remedy . the situation in democratising the 
membership of the Loans Board. 

Mr Speaker: It is unfo~tunate. I . cann_ot 
recognise the person who' sa1d that 1t 1s a he. 

·It is unparliamentary; but I don't know ~~om 
which quarters. (Laughter from both szdes). 

Mr 'utomi: I remember,· 'Mr Speaker, 
Sir,. that in 1954, in Asaba Div~ion, when the 
members of the Loans Board and the Loan 
Secretary were one day mobbed in an open 
place in Issele-Oku becaus~ ·very high 
commissions we:e demanded and because 
commissions were given and ~hen NCNC 
rrieinbers were not given loans. 1) remem
ber!' also, Sir, the Asaba Urban . District 
Council elections, when the 1\ction Group 
party, in 9rder to. get vot~s, brought loans on 
the eve• of the · elections, with the result 
that the NCNC lost the Asaba District 
Council elections. · 

We come to education. It is a regret, 
Sir that this Government has not been 
abl~ to see . the flaws . in her. educational 
policy, which policy is for .mass production 
of School Leavcrs who .have no hope of 
empl~yment both in the West and Fede.ral 
Services owing to reduced standard, 
which makes our children vagrants, bandits, 
sorrows of our urban towns today. The 
standard is miserably reduced to the extent 
that our children cannot compete with child-

" .· ren from the Eastern Region, Northern 
Region or the ; Federal territory. At least, 
I am an authority on educational matters. It 
i.s time Primary School syllabus is reorientated 
to 1926 Education Code to make allowance for 
longer period in primary sdoJls and impr~v
ed academic standard to equate them w1th 
children from other parts of the Federation. 
It is time too, Modern School Leavers 
those of them, as in England, who have 
academic aptitude, s~ould be allowed into 

. our Grammar Schools. :The· ban obstruct

. ing their entry into Grammar Schools should 
be lifted. The Secon·dary Modern School 
syllabus and the standard attained before 
entry is poor with the result that at the end 
you find them failing to pass the examination; 
and they do nothing at all but to become 
rjff-raffs, too lazy to work. 

• 
I come now to Teacher Training Colleges. 

I make bold to say, Sir, that· Elementary 
Teacher Training Colleges an!· an apology. 
Academically, graduates of these colleges 
are ·not sufficiently e'quipped through no . 
fault of theirs. As the teachers, so are the 
boys. The academic standard is so reduced 
that the boys graduatin.s from Elementary 
Training Colleges are not better . than 
Modern $chool boys. I reme:nber bringing 
a Motion to this effect and I was begged to 
withdraw it because Government was pre
pared to improve the standard. Their syll~bus 
should be ·academically improved and mte
grated with the syllabus of Grade II Teacher 
Training Colleges to reduce the fatigu~ :and 
-drudgery now experienc~d in the extensionist 
course of . Grade III. The Govei"nment's 
policy in establishing Grade III Colleges,· for 
the mass production of teachers is regrettable 
and disastrous to real educational grow~h 
'of thi's country. Their syl.abus should be 
enlarged and the pe.dod extended . to three 
years. _: . , . ,. 

I now come. to the position:· ·of teachers. 
The mad ru h to Europe and America ~ for 
teachers is the fault of our Government~,' · 
(Government Me nbers: ,Have you been there?) 
I have not b ~en there but I k'now that· we 
have been running to Europe and America 
for teachers. Teachers are slighted; teachers 
are neglected and th;!ir lot is not improved~ . 
M,.- Speaker, Sir, even graduate tea.chers are 
not satisfied. If you need to know the lot 
of teachers in this country I would like you to · 
keep a statistics of the ~xodus of teachers 
from the teaching professwn. Why do they 
resign? It is because they are not satisJ.ed . 
.... .. (interruptions). Most graduate teachers · 
wish to join the Federal Service or to join · 
the mercantile houses because the 1ot ·of' 
teachers is one which is highly miserable. '· 

I ' 

Chief Odebiyi: You are 
miserable ...... (laughter). 

Mr' ·sp~aker: From the· way 
Gentleman is looking he does 
miserable. 

Mr Utomi: Teachers are 
neglected yet hundreds are turned out · 
from colleges and the country is in dire( 
of them. Due to the plight of 
graph of exodus grows high yearly . 
service conditions are slavish. T ... a •• a~'"'"~"'' 
realise th:!y have no future and that is 
young teachers resign daily for more ·· 
sive and lucrative adventures. ~ 

Noboly would like to be-chained with 
generation to endless poverty .and ""''"'"'''"Q'''"·"' 
One has to adventure and that is why 
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teachers . with foresight drop the cloak for .. 

~ better attractive fields. Voluntary Agency 
teachc.rs are in social fetters. . Their service 

l ~as . no promotional ladder as in the Civil 
/; 'Service and hence depending on long 

· · el-emental range, initials and maxima of 
heir salaries should be given catapulting 
onsideration. . .' . 

,.r 
~: ... Now to the Ife University. Most bf us; 
.r;,{' even though not professors in the University 
' College, Ibadan, are not new in the history 

'~ •. of origin and location of ancient t.J.niversities. 
1·"' In the Middle Ages Universities · were sited 
~w in focal points and centres for their acces
·;~; sibility. In this way the Universities of 
• Pissa, Padus, Paris, Milan, Havard, Cologne 
::~; and Cain bridge originated. Scholars migrated 

!£:' to these great centres of learning to li~ten 
;•{ to master teachers·, the professors, each 
t~ in his own field of speciality. · It is 
· unfortunate th.at we in the Midwest are not 
:~ , given an opportunity to give our opinion about 
"' the siting of the Ife Univei·sity. And here we 
.. bring in the parochial nature of our Govern

:;" ment. You all know that Ife is only fifty-two 
'" .. miles.from Ibadan·where there is a University 

and about ·268 . miles .fro,m Asaba. V\Te 
appreciate the ' historic nature of Ife but we 
know very well the siting of the University 
constitutes flU injustice to the people of the 
Midwest. . Ondo, for the sake of proximity 
and equi-distance, is the ,place ~vhcre this 
University ought to have been sited. It is' 
due to parochialism on the part of th'e 
Government. that made .it to site the Univer
sity in Ife. The Salvation Army, the Baptist 
Mission and the Seventh Day Adventist 

!' Mission all in no distaht future, wish to 
~· ·establish . their Universities. Th~y are all 

~ collecting funds now. Assuming they are all 
· sited around Y aruba West, where is the 

' .·Midwest? . Then .·we have cluster of 
. · .Universities only in the Y aruba West. 
! h w ,. · Industries.-We appreciate t e estern 

't Government is doing a lot towards industries, 
· i but here again parochialism and nepotism 
:/ are two important factors against this 
. ~: Government. 'Whoever goes to lkeja will 

\; appreciate that the Western Government is 
·w d.oing so~ething fo~ the v"'estern West ....... 
·~ (mterruptwns). I sttll say that the Western 
·' '' Government is ··-doing something for the 

"'' ., Yoruba West. We want decentralisation 
,_ of industries. · (Chief Odebiyi: One Nigeria). 

I am for. one Nigeria Gut you don't expect the 
people · of the Midwest to be hewers of wood 
and drawers of water. It may mean that 
our school leavers will have to migrate, as · 
iri t<the early days of' Industrial England, 
to Yoruba West to look, for employment. 

The Government lacks any vestige of equity 
in distribution . of amenities as in · the wise 
Eastern Region. ·:'(Governrizent Whip: But 
they migrate to ·'Lagos for employment). .. . 

We come now to Medical Services. · I am 
going to capitalise on the tribalistic outlbok 

· of this Government. ... ~ .(interruptions). In 
1952 the Federal Government glwe an initial 
grant t6 cover the capital cost. of Ogwashi
Ulm and Owo hospitals with :the sole aim 
of making them subsequently combined 
hospitals. The Minister of Justice and 
Attorney-General, then the Minister of 
Health, was the Minister in charge. The 
two hospitals are 'Catht li:; Mtssion hospitals, 
but Owo hospital, because it is in the Y aruba · 
West, has since been combined in partnership 

· with the Government (Govermnent Member: . 
Who told you that?) I know that. Since 
1952 I have pleaded the cause of Ogwashi
Ulm Hospital in this House requesting · that 
.Government should make it a combined 
Hospital, but it has been neglected. I have 
been ple~, ding that the staff of the hospital · 
should no.t be allowed to suffer 1.induly. I . 
have asked this Government to give so,me. 
assistance to this hospital so th~t it will be
combined instead of expecting the Mission to 
run to America and Europe for aids. 

The original intenlion of the Governmt;nt 
is to get it combineJ and I am. happy that 
hun. Ighodnro, pow the Minister of ] usticc 
and Attorney-Gener: 1 but then the Minister 
of Health can tell the help he gave to this 
hospital. The initial grant made· by · the 
Government cannot efficiently and ~ de::J,uately 
maintain a ' Rural Health · centre a lot 'of 
which are found . in the . y OJ uba vV est. 
Imagme the amount yot,t spend in starting a 
new hospital. The initial amount is from 
£75,000, for instance, the Abeokuta Mental 
Hospital. Her~ agaiq, I pray the Govern
ment for a change of heart to see that this 
hospital is combined at no distant future. 
You catch more flies with honey than with 
vinegar. · (Government · Member: With 
apologies to Aggr~y) . 

Roads.-.-Here again we have no . roads. 
(Government Members: How did you come?) 
Roads which we have there are those con
structed and maintaine:l by the Councils. As 
far back as 1953 I brought a Motion on it on 
the floor of this House. Then this Govern
ment was givet:l £41 -· million for road 
develo~ment. W c were asked to recommend , 
which important roads will be tarred for us. 
I am happy ·again that the . Sp~aker was the 
·Chairman of that Road Planning Committee . . 
Asaba Divisional Council recommended 

.. ,· ~ 
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Asaba and Ogwashi-Uku. We also recom
. mended Ibusa-Ogwashi-Uhulu-Umunede, 34-
mile Road and Ogwa>hi-Uku-Nsukwa Utagba 
,Road to link . the two sister Divisions to 
facilitate trade and communication. Only 
a quarter of this 34-mile road Asaba-Ibusa
Ogwashi-Umuned.e road has been tarred. 
We pray for its c.omplction in the current 
'year and a start on Ogwashi-Uku-Usukwa
Utagba road,_ on priority recommendation of 
tlfe Action Group Midwest Advisory Council. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I · now come to Water. 
To think of Aniocha area is to think of a 
Ciesert with no oases. Since 1952, Ogw;;tshi
Uku, Asaba, and Issele-Uku were earmarked 
for ''water; All preliminary surveys have ·been 
made at Ogwashi-Uku by the '·Government 

. Water Engineer. From the onset Ogwashi
Uku was in the list of Urban Water areas. 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! the hon. 
Gentleman's time is up. The hon. gentleman 
may be given an extension of time by the 
House. (No, no from the Government 
Benches). 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I will 
beg that the hon. Member be given a minute 
to wind up. · ' ·. · 

Mr Utomi :' Mr Sp~aker, Sir, attempts 
to stir up our nerves have been made only 

. on election periods, when pretences for 
bore holes · were made by Israeli .. Water 
Engineers · at Ogwashi-Uku, Asaba and 
Issele-Ulm. ·If we are · considered part of 
Western Region and if the Government 
feels it owes us . an obligation,, the water 
scheme in this . area is overdue for · imple
mentation and should no longer be an 
election propaganda. · 

Customary Courts.- As to customary courts 
they only stand as inhuman exhibits of 
injustice _and vicJ;imisati<;m · to condemn the 
'Western Goven1ment on the great day of 
reckoning. Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
oppose. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Justice (Mr S. A. Otubanjo): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Motion 
on the Speech from the Throne. In doing 
so, I·will not like to deal with the·merits of the 
programmes contained in the Speech because 
they can speak for themselves and because · 
I am . sure that those programmes will 
gladden the hearts of all true ' sons of this 
Region. · (Cheers from Government Benches). 

Never~heless, before I cqntinue · I should 
say 'that.I will like to reiterate what the Leader 
of the House said on the· incident whicli 
happened at the State Opening of Parliament; 
that incident has been properly thrashed on· 
the Floor of this House but to me that 
incident made one revelation. It has proved 
that that brilliant lawyer can also become · a 
bl~tant lawyer. 

An Opposition Member: The hon. 
Member should not refer to a ·particular 
person in his speech. · 

.. Chief Odebiyi: The hon. Member is not 
referring to anybody. 

Mr Amadasun: He is referring to the 
Leader of the Oppositi9n. 

Mr Akinyemi: Mr Speaker~ Sir, the 
hon. Member should not speak to only one 
person in the House as he is now speaking 
about the Leader . of the Opposition. 
(Interruptions) ........... . 

Mr Otubanjo: Mr Speaker, Sir, this is 
another act in the already black record of , 
Members of the Opposition. I would now 
like to mention some specific matters men
tioned by some Members of the Opposition. 
Just a few minutes ago, the hon. the Member 
for Asaba, l am ·referring · to my Friend, 
the naked school master from Asaba 
·Training College. 

Mr Speaker: The · word "naked" in
this context is unparliamentary, being. un- · 
parliamentary as far as climate of Nigeria is . 
concerned. Moreover, the Member is . 
wearing his traditional dress. 

Mr Otubanjo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
your correction. (Opposition Members: 
J:Vithdrau:, withdraw, ............. . .......... long 

. znterruptzoms .... ............... . ............. ). 

Mr Speaker: Wil1 the hon. 
withdraw? 

Mr Otubanjo: 
withdraw. 

Mr Speaker, I 
\ 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, I now come to Custom~~·.; 
Courts. What Members of the Opposition · 
do not do and which they ought to do is to 
make a ' comparative ·study of Customary ·~ 
Courts system in the whole of the Federation ,.: 
of Nigeria. Earlier on today, the hon . . the \ · 
Minister for Midwest Affairs gave an ad 
to Members of the Opposition that before· 
they make any criticisms on the Floor of this· 
House they should :o:tudy the facts and get 

... 
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all the figures at their finger tips. They 
should try and tell us what is happening in 
oth~r parts of the Federation about Customary' 
(;gurts. · 

:' In the Eastern Region, Mr Speaker, 'Sir, 
the appointment of, Customary Court Judges 
is solely in the hands of the Minister 
c.c_:)ncerned and perhaps Members of the 
Qpposition will like to know that the number 
of professional lawyers appointed as Custo
mary Court Judges in the Eastern Region is 
negligible compared with the number in the 
Western Region. 

. In the Northern Region you know what 
the Alkali .Courts are like. What we are 
asking the Opposition to tell us is whether we 
should 'adopt the Customary Court System 
in the East or the Alkali System in the North. 
In which case many of them who dare to criti
cise the Government on the floor of this House 
will just go out and· find themselves arrested, .. 
tried and impriso~ed within .. an hour. In 
the West~rn Region, Customary Court Judges, 
as you all know, are appointed by an Inde
pendent Body. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: May I refer Members to 
Order 29 (5) which says that Members shall · 
not make unseemly interruptions while any· 
Member is speaking, you all have the oppor
tunity of replying when it is your time. 

Mr Otubanjo: As I was saying, we all 
have some professional men who are designa
ted Customary Court Supervisors, who go 
about . supervising the work of these 
~ustomary Courts in an attempt to see that 
Justice is done. People always say, the 
Members of the Opposition, that there are 
~any appeals against judgments of Customary 
Court Judges. What they have not told us 
is that they have (interruptions) ........ . In 
accordance to an answer to a question given 

. by . the hen. the Minister of Justice, the point 
about these things is that justice should be 

1 done and as far as justice is ·done in the end " 
there is no fear for anybody. · 

' Mr Speaker; Sir, another important point 
"" and criticism of the , Opposition to wliich 

I would like to make a reply is this question 
of factories at Ikeja. Many Members could 
stand up and criticise the Government about 
so many factories in lkeja. Any secondary 
school-boy would understand that there are 
certain conditions conduciv'e to the establish
ment of industries and Ikeja appears to satisfy 
these conditions. Just as Government did 
not contemplate the establishment of rubber 
in lkeja 9r Abeokuta in the 'scale in which it , 

was established in the Midwest, it is the same 
that the Government cannot contemplate 
factories at Benin. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker : Will the h~n. M r J\jimobi 
take his seat. 

M r Otubanjo I would like to reiterate 
the solemn appeal which the hon. P.remjel" 
made to Members of the Opposition last 
week and that concerns the alleged attempt 
and threat by Members of the Opposition 
about the extension of the Lagos Boundary.' 
Most Members of the Opposition I can say 
are short-sighted. They do not remember 
that history will record most of their acts . 

At this particular 'time an important 
problem which is facing all Governments of 
the Federation is the question of un- . 
employment. In the Western Region the 
Gov~rnment is tackling this problem by the 
establishment of Farm Settlements where 
hundreds of our school , leavers . can gain 
productive employment and be of very good 
use to their community. · Even in the · 
Eastern Region, where the NCNC is in 
power, the establishment of Farm Settle
ments is still' in the planning stage. It is not 
unlikely that so many delegations 'Yill be sent 
to the Western Region to study the Farm:· 
Settlement Scheme before the Eastern Region 
establish their own. Members of the Oppo
sition will come here and talk about 
unemploymept. I should have thought that 
if the NCNC is one and indivisible, that is the 
NCNC is not different in the West from what 
it ·is in the East, there &hould have been a 
common policy by which criticisms of the 
Opposition would be constructive. Why 
criticise what is . alread,y in operation in the 
West when you know quite well that there is 
going to be such thing in the East; where 
members of your party are in power? 
(Opposition Benches: We don''t know). 

· If you would list~n I have a diagnosis for 
the ailments of the Members of the Opposi
tion. I have been studying Members of the 
Opposition for the past six · months and I 
notice that what they are suffering from is 
not only frustration, as the hon. Minister of 
Midwest_ Affairs pointed out this morning; 
Membe:rs of the Opposition are not only in a 
position of hopelessness, that is talking -about , 
the present, they are also in a position of 
unhopefulness. What I mean by that is this. 
lf you always regard yourselves as an alterna
tive Government, that is, if you don't lose 
hope for the present, if you take your position 
for the present, you wiU be prepared to give 
suggestions to the Government which will be 
carried out when you .form a Government. 
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[MR 0TUBANJO] Mr Speaker, it is a fact that with the 
. But because you hav.e no hope, that is, in a crushing defeat of the NCNC candidate, 
state of unhopefulness, you begin to come Mr _Sorunke, the. _Pillar of NCNC . at 
forwa,rd with plans which cannot materialise. _ Abeokuta. ( Oppo~ztwn Benc~es: No. poznt) 

I ld 1
-.k . d . d 1 We are succeedmg ......... (mterntptwns). 

w JU 1 e to remq~ you to stu y_ 
politicians in other parts of the world. The Chief Odebiyi: Point of Information, 

- Conservative Party when they became wise Sir. The hon. Gentleman is making his 
adopted the Social Welfare Scheme of the maiden speech and it is good for all 'Members 
Labour Party because they knew that was to lis'ten in silence to wl}at he wants to say. 
what the people wanted. (Opposition Ben- · 
ches. They didn't) . ( Go,vernment Benches: Mr Babayemi: And again, Sir, please 
They did). permit me also to congratulate .... .. (inter

ruptions). (Opposition Benches: . This · is no 
place to congratulate him). · Members of the Opposition would just 

like to come here ar d criticise everything the 
Government does. My advice to you is in 
ord !r that the pages of history may not 
condemn you as was the appeal of the hon. 
Premier last time that before you come to· 
this House ...... ~ ..... : ... 

Opposition Member: Order .. No. 30-
Relevancy in debate. Well he is addressing 
the Speaker, but is it in order to say that he 
condernm the Speaker? (Laughter from b'oth 
si4es of .the House),. 

· Mr Otubanjo: I am telling Members of 
the Opposition through Mr Speaker that you 
should behave in a way ......... 

Mr Am'adasun: Point of Order Mr 
. Speaker. . He has no right to continue his 
debate. We want the ruling of the Speaker. 

.• 
Mr Speaker: . The hon. Gentleman is 

referring :to relevancy· in debate. I have not 
seen any irrelevance in the speech of the hon. 
Gentleman but he shoul<;l. direct his speech 
through me to the House. · , 

Mr Otubanjo: Finally, Mr Speaker, 
this is a piece 'of advice through you to 
Members of the Opposition. Let them 
remember the words of that wise man: .. 

"Hope rises eternally in human breath". 
Don't lose hope, try to examine Government 
m~asures, · s~e the goodness in them, criticise 
as- constructively as possible a n 'd then 
people will like to regard you as a very 

·a.~le Opposition." (Loud Applause from the 
' · Government side): · 

Mr A. A. Babayemi: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, in rising to support the Motion of Thanks 

·to His Excellency, the Governor for his 
excellent Speech, please permit me, Sir, 
to express my gratitude to the electorates of 

· Egba North-West Constituency for electing 
· me to this hpnourable House. . And again, 
· Sir, please permit me also to congratulate 

the electorates of Egba North-West for their 
recent success in the·last by-election into the 
Federal House (hear, hear). 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! There are 
many things you don't think are so and yet 
they are so. 

Mr Babayemf: Mr Speaker, Sir, with 
the crushing defeat of Mr Sorunke, NCNC 
pilla1· in Abeokuta, we have succeeded .· in 
seeing the end and the complete annihilation 
of NCNC in Egba (hear, hear). · 

Mr Speaker, words are definitely inade- · 
quate for me to express the appreciable 
functions of this Government being manned 
by the Action Group and, by the grace of 
God, the ·· conscious people of the Western 
Region shall always rightly choose good 
from bad, and we shall continue to rule. -· · 

There is no dcubt, Sir, that the Action 
Group PartY of the Western Region to which 
I am proud to belong, is the only liberal, · 
democratic, responsible ' ··and the most 
progressive Government in the Federation 
of Nigeria (hear, hear). Liberal, , I say, 
because all essential services are distributed 
without discrimination (Opposition Members: 
Ah). Democratic, ·because the elements 
of democracy are unpolluted in this Region. 
Responsible, because this ·Government is 

. always conscl.ous of its responsibilities as 
the guardian of the people's welfare. And 
above all, most progressive, because our 
opponents, despite their stark blindness, 
have admitted seeing the streaks of ·progress 
that have taken place in ever'y nook 
and corner in the Western Region. ( Opposi- · 
tion Member: You will be looking to nooks 
and corners in this Region). (Government 
Benches: };ell them). 

Mr Speaker; Sir, what is more, is. the 
position of our natural rulers. The Govern
ment does not only recognise them but has 
also elevated their status, improved their · 
welfare which act of benevolence has enabled 
every Oba and Chief not only to be secure · 
in this Region, breathing free air and also 
having their fair shares of the life more 
abundant programme of the Action Group 
(hear, hear). 
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Mr Riemu: T he hon. Member is reading 
his welcome address. ' 

Mt Speaker: Thank you, Will the hon. 
Gentleman ~ontinue . 

Mr, Babayemi: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
Government is already committed to i:naking 
this Region a true Welfare State. It has nqt 
shown any sign of reluctance in pushing this 
plan through. It is therefore, Mr Speaker, 
p:Jlitically insane for anybody to criticisl'! the 
Action Group Government adversely. 
For · example, · Sir, the Free Primary 
Education Schetne in this Region·· is 
a bold challenge to other Governments in 
the country. In the East, where the NCNC 
has been in power, it is only being pursued by 
instalments. In the · Federal ' Government, 
where the NCNC is a wife to the NPC, the 
Free Primary Education was only a story of 
yesterday, and in the North ......... (shouts of 
"read on", "read on" from Opposition Benches). 

Mr Speaker, I will be grateful if all these 
Standard Six hon. Members right from the 
second bench on the other side of the House 

· can keep quiet and listen to· constructive . 
debate (hear, hear). (Opposition Benches: 
Are you not a Standard Six? That is why zve 
call you rascals) .· . . 

Mr Speaker, !n the North where the NPC, 
of which the Prime Miilister is the Deputy 
Leader, is in .. power, the Free Primary 
Education has not been dreamt of. 

Sir, I will continue to refresh the memories 
of the Members of the . Opposition of the 
achievements of the Western Region govern-
ment.· ' · --· 

' 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Action . Group 

Government provides jobs for all irrespective 
of tribe (Opposition Benches : No, no). 
(Government Member: Come · to Ezvelwro). 
In fact, Sir, it is only 'in the West that the 
population of unemployment .is the least 
despite the fact that many Easterners and 
Northerners come to the vVestern Region in 
order to breathe free air. Take, for example, 
the palm wine trade which is being dominated 
by people from the Eastern Region (Opposition 
Benches: Where?) (Government Benches:· By the 

• ·· Ibos) . 

. · Come to the University site you have a 
legion of them there, and many of you have 
been going to drink palm wine (Government 
Benches: Ibo labourers). · , 

M r Speaker : When you make such 
noise it. appears·· that the noise makers don't 

· like what is being said to be heard. I am of 
. the opinion that ever.ybody wants to hear' what 

hon . . Members have to say. Will the hon. 
Gentleman continue. · 

Mr Babayemi: Mr Speaker , Sir, in order 
to facilitate the amelioration of. the state 
created by unemployment, an Industrial 
Promotiens Commfsgfon was established to be 
responsible for industrial development. · The 
main task of this Commission is to arrange 
for the survey of industrial and p rocessing_ 
possibilities with the aid of industrial consul
tants, and to take effective actions by the 
Government agencies and Ministers respon
sible for providing the service is connected with 
the industrial development. ·This is indeed · 
an achievement. 

Sir, Nigeria's demand for imported goods 
is soaring high daily and in order to arrest 
the doleful situation :the Government of Wes
tern Region, through its agents, the Western 
Nigeria Development Corporation, has em
barked on the establishment of various 
industries like the Canning Factory at Ibadan, 
the Cement Factory at Abeokuta and Ekpoma 
Rubber Factory and several others. 

The Government Sir, with its bouyant 
economy, coupled with its . fore3ight, is 
satisfactorily · meeting .. the different basic 
requirements for industry . 

For example Sir, 'there are about 234 
factory units operating in this Region and 
again Sir, as a practical demonstration :of 

·goodwill on the part of Government, the Min
istry of Trade and Industry encourages small 
businessmen. The Government has been 
pursuing this policy vigorously. The Minis
ter of Trade and Industry visited Iwo to put 
before them plans of the Government to 
help small businessmen. 

The Government has tarred about 1,390" 
miles of road carrying traffic of about. 300 
motor vehicles daily. To increase its laud
able scheme, an increase of between £400',000 
and £650,000 is being made . available 

. annually for road mai~tenance. 

Furthermore ; major p rograriune of elec
tricity . development was to make interest 
free loan of £1.6 million to the Electricity 
Corporation of Nigeria to finance new 
projects in Nigeria and for pu~ose of 
information, tlie West · Regional Govern
ment was the first to perform this magnani
mous act and many towns have been supplied 
with electricity. · · 

Finaliy, going pari passu with electricity 
.. expansion is the provision. of water supply 

and this is being carried out on a large scale. 
It is my candid view tP,at anybody criticising 
this Government has nothing to say . . 

W.,i~h these, Sir, I beg--to support. 
S itting suspended at 2 .08 p.m. 

. ' 
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Sitting resumed at 8.00 p.m. 
Mr Dep~ty . Sp~aker in the Chair. 

Mr. I. Edeki: Mr Speaker, Sir, in 
supporting the Motion on the Speech from 
the Throne, I would like to make some 
comments on the proposals of the Goyern
m·ent as contained in that Speech. 

What is said about cocoa reflects the true 
position - of that commodity in the world 
market. I mean to say 'that the Government 
does not attempt to throw dust in our eyes by 
toning the picture and giving it a false colour 
as other Governments do. Rather the 
truth has been spoken and the challenge 
accepted. The· Government is to be con
gratulated on the relentless efforts being made 
to diversify the econbmy of the Regiod\ md 
in this connection, the visits Members pa1d 
to some development projects in - Ikeja, 

• Agege and E:wekoro last Friday must have 
been an eye-opener. As there will be less 
mohey for development if the unfavourable 
price fluctuations in which our agricultural 
products · are involved in the worl:i market 
should ·continue, one might suggest that 
whib all essential services are maintained 
in the relatively advanced sections of the 
Region, a big fraction of the available fund 
shouLd be devoted to improving the lot 
of the less favoured areas wherever they may 
be. 

As agriculture is the . mainstay of the 
economy of Nigeria, the Farm Settlement 
Scheme will for ever be acclaimed as a 
worthwhile contribution by the ·. Western 
Region to the economic advancement of the 
Federation. Posterity is going to cherish 
the memory of the Minister of Agric~lture 
and Natural Resources who conceived the 
idea which is now being vigorously studied 
by the . East Regional Govern~ent. When 
the settle'11ents are well under way, or 
reach maturity, they will surely revolutionise 

, . ·· · · agriculture on. the West Coast of Africa. 

- But the benefits accruable from the scheme 
must not be confined to specific areas. 
In the very near future, every Division · 
ought to have one · Farm Settlement, but the 
ultimate aim of the Government should be to 
establish one in every administrative district. 

The proposal of the Government to 
develop the educational serV-ices of the Region 
is very encouraging. , Th.e far-sightedness 

< of. the Government and the efficiency with 
which it clothes its measures with reality 
once it is convinced of their practicability 
and ~ usefulness, are now proverbial in this 
country. The Banjo Commisson ·and the 
proposed University of Ife are cases in point. 

from ·the Throne 

· · At one time there was hue · and·. cry about 
falling standards of primary· education in the 
Region. · The Opposition nearly cried them
selves hoarse over the issue. But it is now 
known that the apparently falli'ng standards 
were- due not to bad teaching as such, but to 
difficulties . inherent in 'an expanding system. 
Comparative statistics have also proved that 
the performances of our children, the products 
of our primary schools, in competitive 
entrance examinations and in the West 
African School Certificate examinations, are 
not worse than those of candidates from 
other Regions. 

A solid foundation has been laid for the 
University of Ife; which is going to be, as in 
other places, the apex of our educational 
pyramid. Just as a Member said · here last 
week, the question of the site of the University 
must not be dragged into the realm · of 
controversy. Ife affords ample opportunities 
for Agricultural research and since it is 
as far from Ibadan as Oxford is from 
Cambridge, it will enable the two Universities 
to engage in joint cultural pursuits. How
ever, I agree with the Member wlio said 
that when the University is thorough,ly 
established a College of it shouJd be in the 
Midwest. ·· · 

t~ 

Many areas in the Region are under
schooled in so far as , Secondary Grammar 
Schools are concerned. The proposed 
expansion of ed 1cation'al facilities in the 
Region must therefore include the opening of 
more secondary schools, grant-aided from the 
time of their inception, in Afenmai Division 
and Ilaro,, etc. One such grammar school 
is needed in my own town, Otuo, and I hope 
the · Government will encourage us in all 
respects. 

In my own constituency, · our forest 
resources are .being crudely exploited. 
Forests, as we all.know, maintain the stability 
of climatic conditions and prevent soil 
erosion. Anything done by the Government 
to encourage afforestation anywhere in the 
Region will therefore redound to the welfare 
of the people. I would hence · tell the 
Governinent-"That which thou wish to do, 
do it quickly". 

If the health of the people is poor and ·the ';. 
expectation of life short, all we say · abqut ' 
economic development will be . a farce. : 
The desire of the Government to extend 
medical and health facilities is therefore most ~. 
welcome. In Etsakor District there is 
already one General H,ospital. It is only 
Ivbiosakon District, my constituency, ~ 
that has nothing to boast of. . In this Five 
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Year Development Plan I hope the Govern-
·. ment will meet our request as well as that 
of Agenebode for a cottage hospital at . least. 
· The wealth of a nation is more spiritual 
than material an,d her strength st~ins from 
its democratic heritage which is inculcated 
in the lives of its citizens in their youth and 
their homes. · Families are nations in minia
ture and it is within the co:.mtless homes of 
decent hard-working families that one must 
look for the glory of a nation. Within our 
homes one must find at work the forces of 
deep religious principle, the spirit of thrift and 
enterprise, respect for opportunity and for 
individual accomplishment. Our ' homes 
should be the repositories of those noble 

· customs and traditions we have inherited from 
our ancestors and those qualities of the 
mind-perseverance, humility, honesty, res
pect for consti~ted authority, charity and 
consideration for others-"-:which make a nation 
great . . But our homes cannot perform these 
functions creditably if they are not stable and 
if the atmosphere surroun:ding them is always 
disturbed by family bickerings and divorce. 
Young men and young women must therefore 
not be allowed to rush headlong into holy 
matrimony without the ' necessary guidance 
and education. · The wish of the Government 
to extend the Family Guidance Councils 

· which have been successfully tried in Ibadan 
to other urban centres is .most commendable. 
In due course, I hope they will be organised 
in some Djvisional Ht:_!adquarters all over the 
Region. The efficiency of these Councils 
will be ensured if ,the collaboration of the . 
·Church and other religious bodies is secured. 

The' Government of the Western Region 
could with justifiable pride pat itself on the 
back for being the first in the whole of Africa 
to introduce Television to 'its area of-jurisdic
tion. ·But I would like . the amenity to be 
extended to Ondo, Benin and Warri 
Provinces . . · 

' These are many other towns in the Region 
which have industrial and commercial poten
tialities. The earlier such towns are planned. 
the better would it be for us. l would 
hereby urge the Housing Corporation to 
extend its · services to the Midwest· at no 
distant date so th<tt towns like Benin City or 
Sapele may have Housing Estates sited in 
them. 

I have no doubt. in my mind that the NPC 
does not support" the creation of more 
Regions around ethnic groups in this country. 
There is also no doubt that the NCNC its . .. ' 
JUmor partner, the most clamorous in 
advocating the creation of the Midwest State ., ' 

while not favouring the application bf the 
principle it propounds to the Eastern Region, 
bows to the will of its senior ·partner behind 
the screen. · Thus in a shameful manner it 
plays politics with the destiny of. the Mid
westerners whose erstwhile confidence in that 
Party has turned out to be Dead Sea apples 
in their mouths. Herein is · the major cause :. 
of the reversal of feelings in fa)lour of the 
Action Group in the Midwest. 

The scales have fallen from their ey~s. 
They now know those who are their friends 
and those who deceive them for unworthy 
political ends. 

· The Action Group is the only Party that 
believes in the creation of more states in 
Nigeria and consistently advocates it in word · 
as well as action. The fact that the Midwest 
Minority Council will soon be launched with 
certain executive powers delegated to its 
Chairman is an earnest vindication of the 
West Regional Government's determination 
to bring the proposed Midwest State · or 
Region to life , at the' earliest possible time. 
For this reason if for nothing else, all Mid-

. westerners in this House must rally round 
the Action Group. · · 

To be in the Company of the NCNC 
Isfrustration and death . 
And to be in the Comp~ny of the Action · 

Group 
Is life more abundant. 

·We all are aware of the great part ·roads 
play in the economic development of a nation 
being, as they are, the arteries of trade, 

. commerce, culture and civilisation and the 
road programme of the Government is very 
commendable. In I vbiosakorr' District, lack 
of roads is our bane. There are no easy 
means of communications between villages 
and towns and our bridges are death ·traps. 
The exploitation of our agricultural resources 
for the benefit' of the Region is made difficult 
by lack of all-season roads and what is niore, 
there is not an inch of tarred road in the 
District. On the floor of this House I, on · 
behalf-of my people, cry to the West Regional 
Government, through its Minister of Works 
and Transport, for help so that the following 
roads may be tarred within the period of the 
present development plan:- . 

(1) Ifon-Uzebba-Sabongidda-Afuze- · 
Auchi. · 

(2) Snbongidda-Ekpoma. 
(3) Sebe Ogbe-Otwa-Ik,hin-Uzebba. 

·To check the incidence of water-borne 
diseases in Ivbiosakon District, the Gove:m
ment is urged to extend to the area its scheme 
for Rural Water Supply. ·Work on the 
Bore-Hole at Sabongidda should be resumed 
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' · and completed without further delay. I Mr Speaker: . The Governor's Speech 
would like work to start on the water scheme refers to the Midwe~t Minority Council arid 
for Uzebba, Afuze and Otwa at no distant did not anticipate the Motion for the creation 
date and Sebe to be given the amenity. I beg of the Midwest State which has been carried. 
to support. · (hear, hear, hear). 

·. .. . . ' Chi~f' Oputa-Otutu: His Excellency's ~ 
. · Ch1efF. Oputa-Otutu: . Mr Sp~aker, Str, ' - Speech on the so-called Midwest Minority 
yesterday, ! was present~- m the House of Council.. ....... Mr Speaker, Sir, I do hope 
~epresentat~ves when that .House was ?ebat- that now tliat the Motion for the creation of 
mg ~he Mott<?n for the_ creatw_n of t~e ~tdwest the Midwest State has been unanimously 
Regt~m, whtc_h . Reg~oz:, St~, ':"1~1. mclude pass_~:!d in the House of Repre-sentatives 
Akoko-Edo Dtstnct and Warn DtvlSlon. (long si!ence .. : ...... Government Benches: what 

next? the next thing is for you to sit down) .' 
The Minority Council is out-dated and 
will not serve any useful purpose. I hope 
Sir that this Government should be 
courageous enough to table a similar Motion 

Mr Speaker: May I refer the hon. 
Member to Order No. 30. I rule that the 
~reation of the Midwest State is not relevant 
to ...... (Interruption from the Opposition). 

Chief Odebiyi: On point of ~xplanation, 
Sir. The hon. the Speaker made a ruling 
and a member of the Opposition said "No". 
That I think ..... . (interruptions). 

Mr Akin y em i: . Mr Speaker was 
presiding in this House when the hon. 
Minister 'of Midwest Affairs discussed· the 
question. · I would like you to listen. (Inter
ruptions from Government Bench). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, l am on my legs and the 
hon. the Leader oJ the House has ' no right 
to get up when I am on my legs. The 
hon. the Minister of Midwest Affairs made 
a statement about the Midwest and it was 
relayed over the radio today ................... .. 
(interruptions). 

ChiefOdebiyi: · Order 37. 

.Mr Speaker: Order 37. Furthermore, 
I have to quote for the attention of members 
Order 34. "It shall be out of order to make 
.a motion or inove an amendment dealing _ 
with the subject matter of a Bill or other 
Order of the Day appointed for consideration 
...... ": I have notices here with me on 
the Midwest State on the Motion for 
Adjournment. 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: At 'the JOint 
session of the House of Chiefs and House of 

" ··Assembly His ~xcellency saiC.l: 
"My Ministers will soon launch the 

·Midwest Minority Council with the 
Minister for Midwest Affairs as its Chair .. 
.man. In the course of this Session, you 
will be asked to amend the relevant Laws 
so as to permit the delegation of certain . 
executive powers to the Minister in regard 
to ce~ain aspects of matters closely 
related to local usages and custom in the 
Midwest Area". 

in this House. 

Mr N. A. B. Kotoye: Mr Speaker, Sir, a 
Standing Order says that the decisi<;>p. of the 
Chair shall be final. I will say, with respect, 
tha~ to make more comments ·on a topic 
after the Speaker has ruled is an infringement 
of the ruling of the Chair. · · 

Mr Speaker: Will ' the hon. Member . 
stop referring to the creation of the Midwest · · 
State? (shame, shame). 

Chief' Oputa-Otutu: I shall defer these · 
points till the time comes. Meanwhile;' 
before I forget, I would. like, Sir, to sound a 
note of warning to the Minister <;>f Finance·. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, · I would like in the interest 
of the teeming 7,000,000 people of. Western' 
Nigeria to ask the following questions:- ' ,. 

Is it a fact that ab~ut a suin of £190 . 
is received by the Ministers in this Region 
who own houses as travelling and housing 
allowances? That is question No: 1. '1 

No. 2, is it a fact that there is a cir~ular.'. ~ 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, 
Standing Order No. 34. The hon. Member 
Sir, is anticipating the debate on the Budget 
itself. He will have ample chance to do this 
when we are considering the Estimates and to · 

· ask any questions having to do with th~ 
finances of this Region. 

Mr Speaker: , May I ·remind the hon. 
Member that he should not anticipate t~e 
Budget debate (hear, hear). ·· 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: I will com~ b~~I{ 
to this · ·matter later again. About a w_eek . 
ago, Sir, the Premier of this , Regio,n' 
announced the nationalisation of the National 
Bank of Nigeria. Mr Speaker, Sir, in the ·past 
the Opposition had reasons to attack this 
Government for its financial and banking 
policies. Sir, it is a f~lCt that this Government 
has btren a~cused of investing some millions 
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of pounds in the National Bank without the 
direction of this House as done by the Eastern 
counterpart for the African Continental Bank. 

You are butchering grammar. ·No soon! 
. (laughter). 

I will repeat, Mr Speaker, Sir, that in the ·past 
the . Action Group Government of Western' 
·Nigeria which will soon be the Action 

._ Group Government of what is the remaining 
portion of this Region after the Mjdwest has 
been cut of ..... . (the central Yoruba Region). 
Yes, the Government of the Central Yoruba 
State (laughter) or Yoruba West, has been 
in the past accused of this policy. This 
Government, Sir, has always been accused 
of investing a sum of one million pound$ in 
the National Bank of Nigeria without the 
direction as done in the case of the African 
Continental Bank. It is quite natural Sir 

, that when the time came for the Government 
of Western Nigeria to nationalise the National 
Bank it would have' cleared · its name of this 
allegation ' by appointing a Commission of 
Enquiry into the· activities · of this Bank 
from 1952 to 31st March, 1961. If it had 
done thjs it would have been easier for the 
Opposition to recommend to the Central 
Bank to grant a licence to this Bank. ( Opposi
tion Benches: liquidation!) l do hope, Sir, 
that the Minister of Finance will be able to 
explain himself on these lines as I have put 
them up. . It is in your own interest that the 
several allegations Mr J. E. Otobo had at one 
time .....•...... 

Chief Odebiyi: On. point of order Sir, 
Ministers shall be called by their portfolios. 

. Chief . Oputa-Otutu: We on this side 
of the House do not understand what the 
'Minister of Finance ·is talking. 

Government Benches: Mter ten years 
in this House you have not yet understood! 
(shame, shame). 

. Chief Op'.lta-Otutu: In 1958 when the 
Customary Courts Law was being enacted 
the then Minister of Justice and Attorney
General, Rotimi . Williamll, made some , 
impressions en the Opposition by using the 
good name of the then Speaker of this 
Home who himself is a lawyer, but now a 
judge, to . pass that Jaw. The impression 
then was made on the Opposition that the 
Speaker of the House was going · to be a 
permanent Chairman of the Local Govern.: 
ment Service Board and so the Opposition 
accepted the law because we thought that 
the Chairman was going to be a responsible 
person as the Speaker of the House and we 
expected that he would be fair in dealing 
with the members of the public. Mr 
Speaker, ?ir, no soon.. . .. . 4 

No sooner than we had passed the law than 
another ·person in the name of Ogunnaike 
was appointed to the post. I leave this 
House to judge the activities of the Local 
G )Vernment Service Board. As S'oon as 
the former Speaker ceased to be the Speaker 
of this House, what did you do for him? 
Mr Speaker, Sir these allegations of presidents 
of Customary Courts especially Grades ' 
"B" and "C" in this Region who have 
since been appointed and have been taking , 
side ·with a political party in this Region • 
should be investigated. We are living 
witnesses of the activities of these Customary 
Courts. Mr Speaker, Sir, I would appeal to 
this Government to transfer the administra
tion of Customary Courts now under the 
jurisdiction of the Local Government Service 
Board to the Chief Justice of Western Nigeria . . 
This desire, Sir, was 'express·ed . by · the . 
Nigerian members of the famous Lagos . 
Conference of World Jurists. 

The Opposition is known to be very fair 
in its statements on the Government of 
Western Nigeria, and for this reason I must 
call the attentim1 of the Ministry of Works 
and Transport to the need for the. completion 
of the roads between Ubiaruku and Utalogbe 
to Kwale and also call the attention of the 
Minister of· Works and Transport to ·other 
important commercial roads linking Ubiaruku 
to Abraka. 

In his speech on this Motion, the hon. 
Member for Ilesha North made reference to 
the Local Government Police and its functions 
in the maintenance o( law and order during 
future elections, both Regional and local 
elections. I would like to say that this House 
should not act in a way to precipitate troubles 
in this Region, but should do everything 
possible to prevent it. 

Mr Akinyemi: We of the Opposition 
~,re not opposing the Motion of Thanks 
but we are making observations on some of 
the things we expected the Governor to touch 
upon in his Speech from the Throne. 

- -- _ . ., 

Looking at the·· Speech from the Throne, 
it seems that no reference is made to the . 
Judiciary and the Customary Courts and are 
therefore entirely eliminated from the Speech. 
Although the Western Region Government 
may be trying to do all that lie in their power, 
I must say this that . the employees in the 
Judiciary of this Region, especially the clerks, 
have little prospects of promo~ion . Mr 

.. Speaker, Sir, there are ·only .two posts which 

,- I .· ~ 
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any person who is not a lawyer can attain. 
I have had five years' experience at the Bar, 

Forgetting party politics, I, as a Nigerian, 
had great interest in reading it. 

arid I can assure you, Mr Speaker, Sir, that I would submit further too that the hon . . 
theJ;e .are many people :who ··have worked Premier of Western Region should intens.lfy 
under the Judiciary for upwards of twenty- his effort in consultation with his colleagues 
four and twenty-five years and are still there of the Northern, and Eastern Regions and the 
without .hope of promotion. There is in fact . Federal Government to recognise that the 
no prospect unless these two posts are question of getting South Africa out of the 
vacant by any means, and · without which Commonwealth is the beginning of things to 
these unfortunate .employees remain stagnant come. ·· He should see to it and make it 
(interruptions). ·, crystal clear to the Federal Government that 

I am m'3.king my speech in due contr:ibution 
of my quota to . the task of·-working' in the 

they must direct . their initiative to getting 
1 rid of the unhappy state of affairs in South. 

· interest of the people without any play of 
party politics and it is imperative that the · 

, Government of this Region should look into 

· Africa where ten million Mricans are being 
dominated by only three million whites,: 

· the set-up of this Department ~ and see 
whether anything can be done in order t~ 
help the unfortunate clerks who are working 
there. 

I would also touch on the question of the 
Police·. This is a Federal subject. The 
Government of the Western Region cannot 
of its own volition discipline ~my Police 
Officer who offends without · first ·of all 
contacting the Federal Government on the 
.matter. Through the hon. Premier and the 
Governor of the Western Region, I would 
like to say that the time has come when there 
should be a Commission of Inquiry into the 
administratl.on ·of the Police, both the Local 
. Go'{erm:nent Police and the Nigeria Police, as 
I. can assure you, ·Mr Speaker, that there are 
thousands of people in the forces who are 
suff~ring and who can'not get any promotion 
unless their brothers arc Assistant Commis
sioners of Police or Deputy Commissioners. 
I think the time has now come when it should 
be made clear that tribalism does not pay in 

· the Police Force. 
. Also the Governm: in his Speech from the 
Throne ·mude reference to 'the question of 
Nigerian troops in the Congo. I would say 
this, Mr Speaker, that although this question 
of external affairs is a matter for the Federal 
Government, yet it is within the competence 
of the Premier of this Region as well as the 
Governor to communicate with the Federal 
Government on the subject. As far as I am 
concerned, I am not in the Federal Parliament · 
and I am not privileged to make this state
ment in the Federal Legislature, but I 

·can through the hon. Premier of this Region, 
. say further that the Federal Government 
should be made to understand that this 

·· 'question of the Congo is agitating the minds 
. · ·. of i.ndigenous Nigerians. The hon. Premier 

made the statement which is very commend-
able after the murder of Patrice Lumumba. 

Dutch settlers, who are even trying to 
exterminate the indigenous Africans·. It is 
the duty -of the· Federal Government to take 
more positive .action on this vital matter. : 
You should make it clear to the Federal 
Government that we of the Oppositioii 
in the West as well as . the Western Regional 
Government will be prepared to wage war 
in order to liberate our fellow men in South ·' 
Africa. 

Statements have been made ' about the 
customary courts. I have always said one 
thing~ It may not be true and it may be 
true-that it is the policy of the top notchers 
of the Action Group to nuture victimisation 
(Government Benches: Oppression! suppression!) . · 
I say it may be so, it may not be so. It is 
the top notchers that I am referring to. I am · 
not talking of the mobs. I would like -the 
Government of the W ~stem Region to · 
make it clear to those in authority in the local · 
councils that they should ·not continue toys~ . . 
the name of this Government as a spring- . 
board for oppression, suppression and victi- ' 
misation~ When I say so I mean, it and I · 
am not prepared to off~r any apology because ~ 
by reason of collective . n!'sponsibility whe'n\ 
anything is done it is deemed to have beeri 
done by you as the Government. · 

The time has come, · if indeed it has not 
already arrived, when the Minister of Justice 

· and Attorney-General should condsier the 
possibility of making it possible for legal 
practitioners to: appear in customary courts 
Grade "B". When I . say this I am not 
saying it because I am a lawyer. TheY. 
should make it possible because if in Lagos 
we could appear before Magistrate Dickson 
who is not a lawyer, it should therefore be 
possible for us to appear before th.ese custo- · 
mary court judges in Grade "B1

' courts . 
Justice must not only be done, it must 
appear to' ha\Te been done. 
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1: Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, in the 
t . interest ·:of the hon. Member Order 29 
· (4). All Members should be silent or talk in 

under-tone . . 

Mr Akinyemi: I am so grateful to you. 
The Governor's Speech from the Thr9ne 
made an elaborate point on the aspect of the 
Western Regional Development Corporation 
but I would say this, Mr Speaker; Sir, that 

, in order not to destroy what the Western 
Regional Government purported to be a 
good programme, the local leaders should do 
all that lie in their power not to introduce 
party politics into · the appointment of staff, 

For instance, at the Asbe-stos Factory, it is 
almost impossible to get .a job there unless 
you are a member of the Action Group. 
I am saying"this not to blacken the Govern
ment but I am saying it as an hon. Member 
of the House. I had to interview the 

'' General Manager. The man on the spot 
said he had instruction from the Premier. I 
told him right there that the Premier will 
never rriake such statement. (Cheers from 

·Government Benches). -But the General 
Manager had been influenced by some of 
the organising secretaries of the Action 
Group and they say they got this instruction 
irom the Premie.r. ,Mr .Speaker, Sir, if the 
Government wants us to support its develop
ment programme the question of employ
ment in any of these factories should not be 
on party basis whether you are Action Group, 
NPC or NCNC and I am happy that the 
.Premier is here to take note of that. 

The last point I like to make; where do 
we go from here? Are we going to Ido-Ani 
·or going to Ikeja or goingJto Benin? · The' 
Governor's Speech from the Throne made 
mention of the minority area and the Midwest 
Council. It was a Ministerial Statement, 
made first of all by· the Premier when the 
House· resumed, I think it was in September, 
but I can at this stage say that whatever may 
be the intention ofthe.Government, this ques
tion of the Midwest has been overtaken by 
the present event- the , creation of the 
Midwest State by the constituted authority 
which. is the Federal Government. It has 
been created because they are the constituted 
authority and 'if we fail to approve of it, the · 
Government here will be dissolved. 

IrLconclusion I would like to know what 
factors the Minister of Education considered 

; in . regard to the "situation" of the University 
at lfe? (Government Benches: Situat~on!) 
The University was sited without consultati'on · 
with the Opposition. It is one of the bad 
things you do. You take decisions without 

. consulting us and I would like . to know 
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on what principle and on i: what formula . 
that University was sited in Ife. yVas it 
sited there in order to please a par ticula'r 
individual? 

My final point is that when I was not in this . 
honourable House there had been so many 
things _said about the Leader of Opposition. 
(Loud interruptions). It is the absolute 
discretion of the Leader of the Opposition 
to do certain things to remain alive or not. 

Mr Olumofin: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to support the Motion of Thanks to Bis . 
Excellency the Governor for his Speech from . 
the Throne. 

The Western Nigeria Government, more 
than any in the Federation of Nigeria, merits 
the widespread commendations now being 
showered on it for its progressive dynamism 
in all spheres o'f human and governmental 
activities. 

The well-known policy · of the Action 
Group Govf;rnment of Western Nigeria is to . 
cater for the general welfare of the people 
in such a way th 1t no person of whatever 
class or creed, politics ,or profession, shall 
fail to bask gleefully in the sunshine of 
Government's all-embracing benevolence. 

The financial commitments of the Govern
ment of Western Nigeria are phenomenal, and 
only enemies of progress and stability would 
wish to see that these essential commitments 
are not carried out. 

The unequalled, unprecedented achieve
ments of Western Nigeria Go'i<~ernment are 
not only a blessing to the inhaf;itants of the 
Western territory and a source of justifiable 
jubilation for the Government itself, but a 
veritable challenge to the other Governments 
of the Federation, of Nigeria to emulate the · 
Government of V\~estern Nigeri1 in raising . 
the standard of living of the people. If the 
other Governments in the Federation have 

~ done just half of the good performances of the 
Government of Western Nigeria, the de?dly 
unemployment that now rears its ugly head 
in the Federation would by now have been 
effectively arrested and, or, drastically checked 
if not entirely eliminated. · 

By means of its more than sevent~en 
industrial establishments, not to mention 
local industries dotting the towns··and villages 
of Western Nigeria, hundreds of thousands of 
persons, that would otherwise have been 
unemployed, are today · comf~rtab.ly and 
gainfully employed on productive Jobs all 
over Western Nigeria . 

.. ; j 
~· \ • 

; j 
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. · Mr Speaker,' Sir, I have a word on funda
mental human rights. I consider that 
the most outstanding achievements of this 
Government is its respect for the sanctity and 

· dignity of the individual. · The fundamental . 
human rights already entrenched in our new 
Const,itution are not as vast as the liberties, 
rights and freedoms which the citizens of this 
Region have been enjoying since the Action 
Group came to power in this Region . These 
liberties, rights and freedoms · which the 
average Westerner has come to regard as the 

· normal way of living, are to ·his counter-parts 
in other parts' of Nigeria privileged, not for 
the masses, but for the few on top and 
the privileged class. 

Bearing in mind the terrible victimisation 
and oppression which obtain in ~the Northern 
and Eastern Nigeria, I can safely claim that 
it is a great privilege for any one to live in 
Western ;Nigeria. 

Iri further support of my claim this 
Government faithfully follows practically 

' th'e functional definition of democracy as the 
basic policy of _this Government which runs 
thu~ . It is a political regime in which all 
classes of the population without exception 
of colour, race or creed enjoy at all times not 
only guarantees of personal securities but 
also a series of civil rights the most import~nt 

· ofwhkh are association, assembly, expression, 
and information so that the population carr 
'Yith · the greatest independence, take - a 
maximum part in all important forms of 
political activities while the actual Govern
me_nt is carried on by genuine representatives 
and is subject in the last resort to the consent 
of the governed. (Opposition Members: Who 
wrote it for you?) 

Here we pursue the policy of Nigerianisa
tion and not Westernisation of the Public 
Service of the Region. · As a matter of fact 
the door to our Civil Service is wide open 
to any African with the necessary quali
fication. Already there ' are many 
non-Westerners and non-Nigerian Africans 
who hold key posts in our Civil Service. 
They will ever be welcomed in our midst. 
Here in the West political meetings can be 
held by_ anybody anywhere. Permission to 
hold public meetings is granted or withheld 

_ by the Federal Police. Neither the Regional 
nor Local Government bodies interfere in 
the 'matter. 

· Ours is the only Regional Government that 
has deil).onstrated the unity and oneness of 
Nigeria in our policy and act ions . Non
Westerners have equal opportunities with 
Westerners in this Region for education, to 

acquire land and own properties, to obtain . 
employment in the Civil Service or Statutory .· . 
Corporations, to register . as contractors, • 
to tender and receive award of contracts. 
Tnis Government has not ·at any time 
employed our tax or rating system in . a 
discriminatory manner against non
Westerners or political opponents in order to 
undermine them economically and thus force 
them out of the Region. 

In the East, Customary Court Presidents 
are appointed by an NCNC Minister, who is ' 
a politician, whereas, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Members of the Opposition will_ come here to · ·. 
criticise our Customary Court system. ' 
Surely, Sir, in the Eastern and Northern 
Regions, the Opposition live · under constant 
fear of the parties in power. .. It is. therefore 
most hypocritical, unfaithful and dishonest 
for the NCNC/NPC Mabolaje _Opposition . 
of this House to critise destructively this ' · . · 
dynamic Action Group Government. 

Finally Sir, the large army of visitors. wli~
camy into this Region from the last financial . 
year till now is evidence of the .·growing·.·\'" 
importance of this country and th'is Regi_on ~- ~ 
in international circles. This is a · pure .. 
proof of the effective advertisement of this .,-· 
Region to the outside world. The attracti.on 
of .. many foreign business roncerns to invest 
in this Region is the immediate result of this 
advertisement and also demonstrates - the · 
faith and confidence which the outside world 
has in the ability of this pres.ent Government · 
to maintain law and order. · · · · "-~~~ .•.. 

We will never leave this Government . 
the Region a helpless victim in the throes. 
foul propaganda and organised 
blackmail lRcking in ·good manners and 
respect for constituted authority~this · 
unstable, planless Opposition. • . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to make 
referfn:e to NCNC criticisms of the NCNC 
Government in the East by Mr Umoh, ·an·· 
NCNCer. May I read Mr Speaker, Sir, 

• . ; ," ~I 

"Last February it happeped that I < 

present at an opening ceremony ' a. 
hospital, during the ceremony, Sir, I was 

· asha ned as l\1embers of this House ' 
that only £1,000 wa:s contributed · 
Government towards this · 
building which .cost the 
£13,000". 

In th~ Western Region, Sir, a hospital 
least i ~ p rovided in eac~ Division: 

A G overnment M ember: 
Sp eaker, Sir , O rder 29 (3), the L eader·· of the 
Opposition is reading Newspaper. (Shame, 
shame, from the Government Benches). ~: .. 

L 
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•· Local industries, Co-operative Unions, 
. indigenous businessmen a 1d individuals have 
· benefited immensely from the ramifying 

effect of the abundant benevolence of 
We~tern . Nigeria's Statutory Corporations. 

As a result of Western Nigeria Govern
ment's free universal primary education the 
percentage of literacy in the West is the 
highest in the Federation; this accounts for 
the fear and trepidation of idle, gossiping 

. politicians' whose lies and deceits are being 
' ever more effectively . combated by the 

enlightened people of the West who now-a
days take time to check the veracity of 
statements from street liars. 

putably lay claim to having carried out the 
modernisation of .the longest mile-roads in 
the Federation. · 

But, one notes with a tinge of distress and 
regret that among those plotting to retard the 
advancement ·and progress of Western Nigeria 
are those who, all things being equal,. should 
be foren;wst in encouraging the forward 
march to glory of the territory! · 

With £1,365,212, the dynamic Action 
Group Government . of Western Nigeria, ' 
through its agency, the Western Nigeria 
Development Corporation, finances wholly 
and independently four major industrial 
projects-Ekpoba Rubber Factory at Benin 
City (£345,000); the Lafia Resthouse at 
Ibadan (£89,562); the LatJ.a Canning Factory 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Mr Speaker, Sir, at Ibadan (£530,650), and the Bottling 
point of order, Sir . . .... (what order?...... Plants at Ibadan and Mush~n (£400,000). 
what order? ..... jrom Government Benches). There are over thirteen other major 
lt is one of the Standing Orders of this industrial establishments scattered all over 
honourable House that abusive words should1 - the territory in · which the Action Group · 
not be used in debates. ~- But, Sir, if the Governme~t of · Western Nigeria owns, 
Speaker will rule that it is in order- the through its ever-expanding agencies; share 
hoD.. Member was ref.~rring to Members of capitals to the tune of over £7,400,000. 
the Opposition as street liars-we are 
prep'ared to accept it, because we can use it - The ,vigilant Government of the Western· 
too from this side of the House. Region of Nigeria has granted £2,051,700 to . 

Mr Speaker: I cannot say that motive 
has been imputed · in the hon. Member's 
speech. 

Mr G. I . Oviasu: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Standing Order 27 (5). "It shall be out of 
order to use offensive and insulting language 
about Members of the House". 

Mr Speaker: I was not aware that the 
hon. Member used the· word "liars" but I 
would only say that he should not repeat the 
word in ·his · speech. (Opposition Benches: 
Ask hi1Jl io withdraw ..... . shame). 

Mr- Olumofin: What I did say was ...... 
I was referring to ·street liars; I . wonder 
whether the hon. l\1embers opposite me are 
street liars. 

Having regard to the enviably superb 
medical and health services of the Western · 
Nigeria Government, . child mortality and 

· • death rates have become substantially reduced 
· and the inhabitants ' of Western Nigeria are 
now the healthiest and the fittest in the 

· F ederation of Nigeria•. 

The road development programmes of the 
Government have beaten the cynics hollow, 
and the extent of the completion of the 
schemes according to plan dazzles fault
finders, and, today, the Government of 
Western Nigeria can honestly and indis-

.• 

three Corporations whose successful opera-. 
tiona} activities have become proverbial in tQe 
Federation, namely: ' 

(1) Finance Corporation- £941, 700 
(2) Housing Corporation- £920,000 
(3) Printing Corporation-£190,000. 

And more so, Sir, Government subsidises · 
the Local Authorities to the extent of 100 per ', 
cent for salaries of teachers. ' 

If -progress must be made, if amenities · 
must be provided, if our national wants and · 
needs must be supplied, the only "open ·;, 
sesame" known to modern man is taxation .. {> 

And I therefore commend to the chronic : 
evaders of taxes and rates on the other side 
the Governor's injunctiQn that evervbody ·. 
should pay his or her tax willingly and ··· 
expeditiously. No Government anywhere 
in the world (not to say in the Federat-ion of 
Nigeria) has ever been so bold as to reduce : ~, 
tax instead of increa~ing it. This rare'· 
magnanimity of Western., Nigeria 
ment arising from its noble gesture of love' 
care for the people is certainly deserving not 
only of praise and commendation from ' 1 

friends and foes, but of emulation from the ···· 
other, Governments of the Federation . . . 

In bye-gone days, the tax paid by our . 
grandsires was utilised in enriching a few, ,\ 
because the then powers-that-be failed, 
through deliberate design or wilful neglect or 
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both, to cater for the progress and welfare of 
the generality of the people. Now-a-days, 
the position of things has changed for the 
better; the Government of Western Nige,ria 
has set the pace for other Governments of the 
Federation to follow, by diversifying progres
sive measures in such a satisfying manner that 
even the remotest parts of Western Nigeria 
have their fair shares of all welfare schemes. 
But, the irony of it is that the areas to whom 
the Government has been particularly over 
generous have always invariably proved to be 
the dens of evaders of taxes and rates, and 
conspiracy resorts of no-payment-of-taxes 
agitators. 

Instead of joining hands with the Govern
ment to make better the lot of the people, 
certain persons who must cut their noses to 
spite their faces, find it safest for them to 
engage in "taxation politics" and "cocoa 
politics": 

It is a 'palpable display of political cowardice 
· and social degeneracy to make payme_nt of 
. taxes and rates and, cocoa price fluctuations 

I t is the realisation of this . fact that has 
motivated the Western Nigeria Government 
to demonstrate · an outstanding recognition 
for .the women of its territory in many 
tang1ble ways, ·namely: one of their number, 
Chief (Mrs) Wuraola Esan, has been · 
nominated as a representative of the West in 
the Federal Legislature as the only woman 
Senator of Nigeria; the superb. business 
acumen and enterprising doggedness of 
Western Nigeria women has activated the • 

· ·Government to help them with their trade 
by initiating the policy (now in its embryonic 
stage) by means of which all major firms 
operating in Western Nigeria would be urged 
to refrain from engaging in retail . trades, in 
their entirety, in competition with women 
petty traders; all worrien through out Western 
Nigeria . have been exempted from payment 
of rates; through pooling their resources by 
forming co-operative unions, more and 
more women obtain loans of all descriptions 

, from appropriate corporati_ons, thus freeing 
them from the financial miseries and strangle
hold of moneylenders who had in the past . 
dispossessed them of their valuable properties 
by means of extortionat e interest, · ranging 

a political weapon for invidious and denigra
ting campaigns; in other words, it is the 
political party that has no programmes which 
appeal to the electorate that often times inflict .. 
the g-Wlible and unsuspecting masses with 
this -fQI\m of sinister lind nasty · political 
jugglei-y. A Y oruba aphorism has it that: 

between 2s and Ss in the pound. · . . 

It is a universally admitted fact that the 
salt of any decent society is · women. Our 
local government councils at · present need 
salt for the deliberations of the various 
councils. The intuition of women, the ' 
initiative of women, the sweet golden voices 
of women, and the gentleness of women 
are a salt to the activities of local government 
councils. The councils dominated by the 
National Council of Nigeria and , the 
Cameroons (NCNC for short) are generally . · 
woefully inefficient and corrupt. Women 
have always complained about NCNC 
councillors taking bribes fromt. heir sons and · 
daughters hefore giving them council jobs. 
With ·the women- the mothers of these 
employment seekers that suffer such damnable 
extortiQns from the unscrupulous NCNC 
councillors- there in_ the councils to look 
askance on these heartless councillors, it 
would be diffiGult, if not impossible, to 
continue to subject these helpless job seekers 
to merciless and inhuman treatments they 
now suffer. Hence, Government has taken 
action . to see that women are represented ih 
councils to the chagrin of the NCNC 
Opposition. 

"Obe t'o dun, owo l' o pa a", : meaning, 
literally, "A· sumptuously delicious soup 
involve~ an expenditure of a sizable sum of 
money''. 

The . fact that of all te~ritories in the · 
Federation of Nigeria, the West is the most 
advanced, the most enlightened, the most 
industrialised and therefore the most prospe-· 
rous, goes to prove, among other things, that 
the vigilant and dynamic Government . of 
Western Nigeria has been utilising its 
resources in the most beneficial way and 
handling its finances in the most judicious 
manner. (Applause from ' Government 
Benches) . 

Let chronic fault-finders being now bitten 
by the bug of envy "learn to labour and to 
wait." 

The influence of the modern Nigerian 
womenfolk and the rapidity with which they 
assimilate modern· ideas in the . complicated 
socio-political fabrics of today is becoming 
increasingly felt even at . quarters that still 
hold on to anachronistic methods of denying 
women their rights. No nation can survive 
without its womanhood. 

! . 

Talking of extension of Lagos Boundary, 
one fact suggests itself to all right-thinking 
people in the Federation, namely, the 
NCNC, having had no iota of hope of ever 
ruling Western Nigeria, wish to slice it into 
bits with the only negative desire that . sin~e 

.. ' 
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they cannot have it they must destroy it. 
Otherwise how can a full-blooded Westerner 
always ·gleefully wish to exterminate his 
fatherland• so that he may for ever live as a 
slave of his neighbour? 

For these degenerate sons of ·western 
Nigeria, the information hereby provided 
should . serve as food for thought to help 

. those who do not !mow what they are about; 
and S() I give below the comparative popula
tion figures of the three Regions and Lagos 
Federal Territory: Northern Nigeria; 

· 18,810,000; Eastern · Nigeria, 7,218,000; 
Western Nigeria, 6,067,000; Lagos Federal 
Territory, '272,000. For the sake of argu
ment, let us • assume ·that only the Midwest 
State is created at the same time the Federal 
Boundary of Lagos is extended thirty miles 
from Lagos as jocularly indicated by certain 
political clowns, the re'sult · ·of the re
adjustments · would be as follows. The 
population :of Northern Nigeria would remain 
as 18,810,000; the population of Eastern 
Nigeria would stand at 7,218,000; the 
population of Western Nigeria would become 
reduced to 4,090,250 ·; the population of 
Midwest Region would stand at 1,491,000 and 
the· population . of Lagos Federal Territory 
would rise to 777 ,OCO. There is no doubt 

. that the Yoruba NCNC would find these 
figures a useful food for thought when 
talking politics of a spiteful nature, directed 

;against cutting his nose - to spite his face. 

Mr E. 0. Imafidon: Mr Speaker, Sir,
when a Member was speaking on the creation 
of . the Midwest State, the Speaker ruled 
him out of order. Now, the Member is 
speaking on the Midwest State and extension 
of Lagos Boundary. 

Mr Olumofin: I beg · to -repeat', Sir, 
there is no doubt therefore that Yoruba 
NCNC will find these figures a useful food 
for thought when talking about the creation 
of states and of the extension of Lagos 
boundary. 

:l\1r Speaker: The hon. Gentleman has 
only two minutes more. 

. ' .. 
Mr Olumofin: I congratulate the 

Gove·rnor of Western. Nigeria who is inciden
tally - the first African Governor in the 
Federation, for delivering such a brilliant 

· Speech from the Throne which the 
Opposition NCNC, notorious for their 

· characteristic fault-finding, have found it 
difficult to assail. . ; 

I support the Motion whole heartedly. 

The . Parliamentary Secretary to .. the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural. 
Resources (Alhaji Z. A. Opaleye) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, J rise to support the Motion · 

-for a humble address of Thanks to His 
Excellency, Kabiyesi the Governor, for His 
Excellency's most gracious Speech from the 
Throne. It is a matter for joy that the 
1961-62 Speech from the Throne is the 
most comprehensive ,we have had here for 
many years and it is my earnest hope that 
both sides of the House will appreciate and 
accept it as such. The document detailed 
out not only the ·activities of this Government 

' in the past years but also its proposal$ for, 
the ensuing, financial year. In addition the · · 
Speech went further to detail Government's 
development plans up to 1965. We should 
pay great tribute to the Government for her 
courage and foresight ·in putting up the· · 
grand plans envisaged in the Speech.' 

Mr Sp~aker, Sir, allow me to pay tribute to ,· ' 
His Excellency, Kabiyesi the Goveraor: for ,. 
the very able way in which he delivered his '" 
Speech. It was evidence of self discipline'··.· 
and worthy symbol of einciency, intelligenc(:! 
and dignified tradition, and, · honourably: 

· acceptable nobility in action. I ·cannot pass 
' this section without authoritatively .' saying'_,:, 
, that the entire people of this Region are ·. · 

_ satisfied with his appointment 11s the first ' 
African Governor in Nigeria. ),. 

I welcome Government's plan· to establish :, 
a Un~yersity of Ife in Western Nigeria; 
I have no doubt that members of the Provi
sional Council to be appointed by · 
Government will acquaint themselves 
the problems of higher education in 
Region -and prove themselves worthy of · 
great task and responsib.ility by seeing to 
that this proposed University is worthy 
her name as the best in the F 
In the realm of Agriculture, I am more · 
pleased · that this · stable Government 
established thirteen Farm Settlements 
five Farm Institutes in this Region ·in· 
to train young educated farmers capable 
absorbing modern methods and te · 
of farming. More farm settlements ·will 
opened all over the Region on divisional 
The NCNC Government of Eastern 
is now making a carbon copy of our 
tural Farm Settlement Schemes. I 
opportunity . to extend my 'sincere thanks 
landowners, Obas, Chiefs and the 
people of this Region, for the offer 'of 
lands for this progressive farming proJ 
This offer is an obvious good symbol of 
confidence of the people of this Regiori 
·activities of the Action Group 
The Forest Division of the 
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Agriculture has , made, and 1s making, a 
tremendous progress. This sectiOn will 
continue to protect the Forest Estate of this 
Region and control 'its exploitation:· It 

: will also secure the future by restocking 
~xpl0~ted anms. . 

' ·' In the .fleld ~f ~au~ation let us. congratulate 
this Government as foremost in the provision 
of all stages of educational opportunities to 
all children of school age in this Region. · 
I wish · to congratulate · the Minister' of 
Education for the colleges and secondary 
schools all over the Region. The number 
of Teacher Training Colleges and Secondary 
Schools is increasing rapidly and some 

·Divisions have three to four colleges. 
May I join the Government to express my 
gratitude-to all Volunt?rv Agencies, Muslims 
inclusive, for the part th ~y are playing in the 
education of our children in this Region. 
. Furthermore, Sir, this Government should 

be praised for her existing policy of at.tracting 
overseas industrialists and capital and her 
entering into profit2ble partnerships with 
these overseas interests with a view to develop
ing . the resources of this Region. This 
policy is carried out through Boards and 
Corporations. , · · 

Mr Speaker·' Sir, this Government must 
be congratulated by all for its progr.essive 
plans · already effic-iently distributed to the 
people of this Region. The general wellbeing 
and progress of about seven million people . 
of this Region · are a common bond that 
binds us and a sacred re1'ponsibility of both ' 
sides of this honourable House. It is 
however unfortunate that ·my hon. Friends 
opposite ·cannot appreciate · this cardinal 
principle' nor be guided by it in their approach 
to the business of this meeting and in the 
behavipur out_side the House. 

Imbu~d with much self.,.confidence and 
faith in the masses of this Region, undeterred 
by false alarms of oppression, victimisation 

:!: and all "tions" annually sounded by this 
pessimistic and mischievous, planless Opposi.: 
tibn, w_e on this ·side have now mor:e than 
consolidated the finances ar.d economy· ·of 
this Region to a state of bouyancy. 

. There is not ·a single nook and comer of 
this Region where the impact of our revolu
tionary educatior.al, health, road and bridges 
and community developments have not been 
felt. Every Division in this Region has now 
at least a Secondary School, a Teacher 
Training College, a hosp.ital, about 7,500 
free 'primary schools and plenty of dispen 
saries and Maternity Centres. Our 

University of Ife scheme is no longer a 
contemplated affair, but is in an . advanced 
stage of implementation. Cocoa, cashew, 
rice, cotton, p alm produce and other economic · 
crops now flourish in 'this Re!i'ion. on ·a large 
and steadily increasing scale. . 

N ew industries h ave bean established. 
You have gone on excurslon to see these 
industries yourselves, and more wiil be 
established in the very immediate future by 
foreign business bodies in partnership with 
the Government and others. , 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it has become the habit 
of Members of the Opposition to refer to 
our educational system as not good. · May I 
refer to a speech from the Hansard of the 
Eastern Regio1, by Mr Akilo, NCNC 
Member for U di Division. This is what 
he said, and with your permission Mr 
Speaker, I read: 

" I .. . . . . . . . . . . . . n our primary schools the 
standard of efficiency, of educational advance
ment, is deteriorating, and I am of the 
opinion, in my own experience, that the 
reason is that our Government has laid 
more emphasis and more importance on 
certificl'!.tes, paper, without considering 
experience, meritorious services, results of 
the class work. All these are thrown . 
overboard ......... This is very bad". 

Opposition Members: What is bad in 
that speech? 

I 

Alhaji Opaleye: That was what the 
NCNC Member in the Eastern Region had to 
say about primary education· in the Eastern 
Region, whereas Mr Speaker, Sir, these 
ungrateful NCNC Members will come to the 
floor of this House to criticise the progressiv~ · 
educational scheme of this Government. 
(Cheers). 

Mr Speaker, Sir~ · I -have some other 
quotations. These people will come here and 
criticise our Customary Courts. In> the 
Hansard of the Eastern Region you will find 
what an NCNC member had to 'say- Mr Oko 
of Udi Division said: 

" ......... yet there is a big doubt, Sir, 
as to whether the activities of the Courst 
established really reflect the good 
intentions of the Government when people 
should be sent straight to prison without' 
chances for defence even with minor 
offences like sweeping and clearing their 
surroundings'''. 

You come here to critise our Customary· 
Courts set-up whereas members of the 
NCNC in the East make a lot of criticisms 
against the Customary Courts set-up in the 
Eastern Region. 

; I 
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Alhaji Opal eye : T he statement thus they have been able to make since they have 
quoted is made by an NCNC member in the been in office. When we were under colonial 
Eastern Region. - regime, impe.riali9ts concentrated. only on the 

With these few points, M r Speaker, ,Sir,' development ofJbadan, Lagos, Abeokuta, as 
I beg to support. big commercial and industrial centres in the 

West. When Chief Obafemi Awolowo took 
Mr.S. A. Layonu: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is over control from the colonialists, he devoted 

certainly a very honourable, memorable and 60 per cent of his development programmes 
p leasurable opportunity for one to be able on Ijebu. He also did his best to develop Ikeja 
tb associate himself with the Motion of Ife, Ibadan, Abeokuta and Egbado. He was 
'\I' hanks to His ·Excellency the Governor. unable to prove the theory of equilibrum 
q'he Speech from the Throne was ably and in his development projeCts. And since 
~loquently delivered (cheers from the Govern- Chief Akintola has taken over the control of 
ment Benches). This is also a memorable the Government from Chief Awolowo he 
occasion in that, as has been said ·· by has not deviated from the lines of the colonial
previous speakers, His Excellency is the first ists and those of Chief Awolowo which are not 
African Governor, not . only in Western on the basis of equilibrum. He even has 
Nigeria but also in West Africa. He has not no pity for the deplorable backwardness of 

·only excelled himself crmpared with his past Oshun Division v. hich is his fatherland. 
· performances in the stJUggle.for independence (Shame, shame, from the Opposition Benches). 
but has excelled his predecessors in. this ' 
Region. He has _plso set a record for his 
offsprings in the office. Sir, the Speech is 
one which ev·ery intelligent, honest a,nd 

'" reasonable · person m1ght to accept and 
acknowledge as a masterpiece. 

In his Speech, His Excellency revealed in · 
very precise and brilliant language the past 
achievements of his Ministers, where they 
are heading to, what they have started and 
what the people of ·western Nigeria should 
rightly expect from the measures they have 
taken. I ' _woul,d like to congratulate the 
Government ·for the -forward-looking 
progressive plan for econc mic extension. 
(Chee;csJrom the Government Benches). 

Sir, though the present Session is · historic, 
being the first of its kind since we have 
achieved Independence, the significance of 
Independence . is . yet to be seen in this 
Region and I ain sure we are going to judge 
fhis significance from· its relationship to the· · 
'events taking place in Western Nigeria. 
1\.ction Group Qovernment in Western 

··Nigeria is seeking through their acts of 
oppression, victimisation, depression and 
privations, to create conditions under which 
'people would live in constant fear and 
Opposition could be destroyed, otherwise 
they would stop introducting obnoxious bills 

' .. which · will always prevent people from 
contJ olling their _local affairs. Our people 
are at present confrcnted with a calculated 

· policy of the Government which seeks to 
_replace, democracy by autocracy and I think 
'every sober-minded person will realise that 
this plan of the Govemmeryt will bring no 
pleasant cargo to us. 

Frankly speaking, Mr .,Speaker, Sir, I. 
cannot join anybody to congratulate our 
Ministe~s for the '· amount of achievements 

·· Sir, I think that if we are to prove that we 
are not only able to do without the control 
and guidance of imperialism, that if we are 
not ,. only- able to., administer ourselves, but 
that we are also active builders of a new life, 
and if the present Government prove to be 
incomparably more rational administrators 
and frugal masters of our wealth, of the 
riches of this Region, they should endeavour 
to establish industrial and development 
projects in Oshun Divisicn which has been 
neglected since the reign of our · imperial 
over lords. Since we have become _indepen-

'· dent we have got the chance .c)f making wide 
use of our rich natural resources for industry. 
This would have a favou rable effect on the 
economic development of under-developed 
areas such as Oshun, Ondo and some parts of 
_the Midwest. Establish industry in these 
places and then transfer their materials to 
your already developed commercial places 
for sale and do not neglect these places 
indefinitely. Sir, as representatives of our 
constituencies, we are charged with responsi
bility to protect their interest fearlessly and 
logically. After Independence, our people 
expect that their economic position and that <?f 
the ordinary man in the Region would be . 
improved. The Government has not 
presented methods by which they intend to · 
ameliorate the deplorable economic position ' 
of the masses of the people in Oshun Division 
and I can never be a party to any legislator or 
even the Premier to deceive the masses when 
there is no plan for them. When we talk of 
Oshun I would not like the Premier to refer 
to Oshogbo and Ogbomosho, his constituency, 
but to keep in mind other places. There is 
no point developing only two .towns yvith · 
minor unimportant projects and then claiming· 
deceitful achievements. I hope that when 

.- I 
, · " 
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l.mplementing . Oshun · development prog

. ramme, Government would not concentrate 
on Ogbomosho, the Premier's constituency. 

The Government cannot make life fit 
simple geometrical formulas, because life 
itself relies on the real strength of the peace 
ioving people upon the warm sympathy and 
support of the vast majority of mankind. 
It is for the triumph of good government to 
serve· peace and the security of the people 
that we' assemble here and would like to hope 
that whilst Government deliberations bring 
the goal of mankind they would be devoid of 
political considerations. Sir, it will not do 

. this Region any good if the Government 
should be hiding its inefficiency . . The 
Government consists of human beings and 
they are not infallible but tht;;y should not 
hide whatever mistakes they make so that 
they can learn, through these mistakes. 
That is why it is necessary for hon. Members 
on the Government side, most especially our 
Ministers, not to heckle but to be attentive 
whenever any hon. Memb~r o.n this side gets 
up to speak. We will always teach you good 
lessons. 

The next aspect of my speech which the 
Governor mentioned is the prosperity of our 
farmers. It is a pity that the Speech did not 
contain a far-sighted marketing scheme for 
farmers in this 'Region. Sir, I seek your 
indulgence to read page 5, paragraph 

1 
4, 

last -sentence from the". Govern·or's Spe~ch. 
The Governor said-

" Although the circumstances leading to 
the present plight are beyond our exclusive 
'control and measures are being taken in 
co-operation with others equally concerned 
to ensure a speedy return of prosperity to 
cocoa producers in Western Region. 

This is a conclusive evi~ence that the prospe
rity of cocoa prodl,lcers had been lost. Let 
the farmers know this so that they may know 
on what island they are. Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
must confess that hon. Members on this side 
of the House feel genuinely worried over the 
situation which: now confronts farmers in 
the Western Region. Farmers in the Region 
are disturbed in mind and worried, and are 
anxious about their future. They know 
very well that they are not given reasonable 
security. The recent drastic reduction of 
cocoa producer prices was very much an 
un'expected alarm to the farmers. The 
confim1ation of tl-iis alarm in the' GoYernor's 
Spg~eh Wa§ v~ry l\illing tg ~h~ ~~rm@r§! 
Farmers in the West depend mainiy on 
cocoa product. I feel that instead of reducing 
the price. Government could easily sell this 

product directly to oth~r countries which buy · 
from Great Britain rather than depending 
on Great Britain alone as the only consumer. · 
The Government soft-pedalled and played 
down the idea of this alarm among the ' 
agricultural community and pointed to 
certain increases in world production. 

To the farmers, everything is a long~term 
question. You cannot judge tomorrow, 
next week, next month, or next year, the 
results of what you do today; but sure 
enough the results will come in the long 
run. We are genuinely frightened that if 
this uncertainty·. continues, if this doubt and 
anxiety among farmers goes c:m ultimately 
we shall see the results in a very big decrease 
in the production of cocoa. 

What a~e the reasons for this 1 anxiety ? 
It is lack of policy . . Why has the Govern- · · 
ment not produced a policy to encourage 
home-grown food which is now absolutely 
necessary and secure farmer's confidence by 
giving them reasonable security? Why has ,, 
Government not created agricultural industry ~~,.. 
to produce cocoa beverages, chocolate, ; etc? , . 
Why does the Government depend only on 
Great Britain as the· only consumer of 
Why cannot the Government find 
for this valuable product in America, 
Japan and India? (Shame! ) · We should 
gF-eatly relieved if the Government 
come out with proper policy on 
and not give us as is usual with them;· 
experiment in the form of a White Paper _ 
Agriculture. · 

Therefore, I should like the 
to think the matter over and s 
tb-ey cannot produce some more 
marketing· scheme. ,I wonder what 

·' views of the Government on the Mar1(etJing 
Board? All its members should be 
for placing our farmers in uncertainty. 
is no use to be farmers' friends by .,,,, .. .-.~ 1'1"+ 

mouth, but by giving them 
security . .. It is for that reason that ' 
this side of the House are u· :1'1 c1'.sn' 1g1~~~1g 
asking questions and hoping 
Government · to produce a 
will satisfy and restore con id(!nc:e"~'toj~tll 
farming community. U 
most deadly of all the enemies 
Our farmers are unce.rtain of die .. J.u~.M.'i~"'~' 
Afterwards, the Eastern Grnr . .., ... ,""'..,""'llli'~~-l 
the NCNC does not .reduce cocoa nr11 r.P.~~'I(f,:o,;"';' 

Lastly,· the farmers : are not • 
convihced by the argument of world 
on cocoa production just as ' the·' ...,,.,,mii,..,.< 
hsg .PJJ.t b~fgr~ th~ Qgnf~r!mgp 
so-called representatives because 
inclined to say that world 
people who offer them · sta~1stics 
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often do not seem to come out right. It 
does ,not always quite work out when it 

to exploit the masses in the Western Regie~ 
in order to make life more abundant a 

. reality for ther:nselves alone. 

' comes down to the individual, and therefore, 
it does not give . them :reassurance. The 
Government should not make a mistake that 
they enjoy fa~mers' confidence. The 
so-called farmers' repre'sentatives who 
attended the Conference where the Premier 
announced changes in cocoa prices are not 
farmers in the real sense of it. · The true 
farmers are" in the bush and. they are unhappy 
to hear the Premier's announcement on cocoa 
price changes, unlike their so-called represen
tatives who are not representing farmers ·in 
this Region but are seeking financial 
advantage. 

' 
. Finaliy Sir, we are sons of farmers, the 

Premier and his Ministers included, and we 
should not forget that we are in this honour, 
able House by virtue of their votes. Our 
Ministers should not bite the fingers that fed 

·them. They should therefore give reasonable 
security to farmers. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in seconding this Motion, 
.mY hon. Oshun brother from Ogbomosho 
North-East showered praises on the Action 
Group and blames on the NCNC. It is a 
great pity that the hon. Gentleman is from 
my Division. He knows fully well that 
despite the fact that the Premier, the Minister 

·of Lands. and Housing, the Regional Minister 
in the Ministry .. of Local Government and 
pther ten Back Benchers of the Action 
Group are · from Oshun, this Government of 
the Action Group is· a sorry contrast to our 
Division in develop'ment. progressive and 
social welfare. 

Sir I now tum to some references that 
have been made by this hon. Member for 
Ogbomosho North-East and some of his big 
masters to the affairs of the NCNC. I feel 
that some Members on the other side have 
been thirsting .to deliver blows on the NCNC. 
I do assure them that we accept with cheerfu\ 
hearts aiiy challenge that anybody is prepared 
to off.er -qs in this hon. House. 

The NCNC has always stood and will ever 
stand for a definite principle. The Premier, 

··the hon. the Leader of the House joined,by . 
the. hon: Member for Ogbomosho North
East and my hon.' Friend Awopeju have a 
long time been thirsting for their po'und . of 
flesh. They will have it without a drop 
of blood. 

In the Action Group, you have a group of 
men who have .noideals, men who cannot be 
classified as socialists, or liberals, or even 
Conservatives. The only thing for which 
they are known is their common agreement . 

K 

Even the money seeking deserters of the 
NCNC who have sold their conscience to 
become Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries, 
and even to meet their. financi.al diffiq.1ities, 
have mouths to speak. In spite of your 
insinuations here, in spite of your bitter 
attacks, in spite of your unfounded accusa
tions, in spite of tribal discriminations and in 
spite of your oppression, depression victimi
sation and privations the NCNC 1s ours 
today and it m1,1st come to stay. 

Afterwards, Sir, Anukus, Otobos, Etchies ·· 
Ekwejunors ..... . 

Chief Odebiyi: The hon. Member m.ust 
not refer to Ministers by their names but he 
must refer to them by their portfolios. · 

Mr Speaker: The ' hon. M~mber's time 
ts up. 

Mr I. A. A.delodun: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to congratulate His Excellency, the 
Governor of the Western Regioh for his 
spendid and thought-proyokillg Speech from 
the Throne. The Speech undoubtedly 
contains all facts and figures about the 
achievements of the Action Group Govern
ment of. this Region. The Speech reminds 
us of the expensive but successful Free 

., Primary Education Scheme of· this Region, 
higher wages to labourers, bddge building, 
hospitals in all Divisions in the Region, so 
many r_oads tarred and b~~ng tarred, improved . 
agricultural schemes, dispensaries, maternity 
centres, water supplies, the proposecl 

· University of Ife and so on and so forth 
(hear, hear). · 

We the people of Oyo Division very much 
appreciate the good . deeds and unbeatable , 
records of this Action Group Government . . 
We have even proved our implicit confidence 
in the party controlling the. Government of 
this Region under the Premiership of our 
energetic Chief S. L. Akintola: and leadership 
of our ex-Premier, now Leader of Opposition 
in the Federal Parliament, Chief Obafemi 
Awolowo. · 

In the last general election to this · 
honourable House we sent in 'our Minister, 
Chief A. 0. Adeyi unopposed. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, you could also remember the woeful 
defeat of two staunch members of the 
Opposition in Oyo Division..:...._Chief Afolabi 
defeated by hon. Adeniya, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Premier and that of Mr 
Olopoenia from my constituency, Oyo North-
West II. (An Opposition Member: But you 
were defeated in 1956). In the dissolved 
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· ~ .. House only two out of five Members represen

.· -ting Oyo Division came in on Action Group 
platform, but this time five out of eight 
Me~bers belong to the Action Group. For 
sending in our Minister unopposed, I would 
without any fear of ·contradiction, say that 
Action· Group victory started from Oyo 
Division. This Region, Mr Speaker, must 
thank God that she did not fall into the hands 
of these unscrupulous NCNCers. We are 
ciuite aware of how unprogressive the Eastern 
Rt;gion-they goverr1 is. . · 

With due regard to the Minister of Finance 
and Leader of this House, I say in his own 
'YOrds, ' ''As for me and my House we will 
serve the Action Group". 

Alado of Ado Awaye. In connection with • 
the installations of these chiefs I pray that the 
Government may soon instal a Shabiganna 
of Iganna in Okeho/Iganna council area. ,. 

Before 'Closing, Mr Speaker, Sir, I pray that 
Government may consider our dire need of 
one hospital to be built in Okeho/Iganna 
Council area as my people are very far 
from any hospital and that the tarring of 
roads in our area be extended to Iganna a 
place which is just nine miles fro~ Okeho. 

With ·,these few remarks, Sir, I repeat my; 
hearty · congratulations to the first . African 
Governor of this Region, Sir Adesoji Aderemi, 
for his excellent Speech from the Throne. 

Mr G. I. Oviasu: Mr Speake:-, Sir, it is 
conventional to support the Governor's 

Our Division has started to enjoy the fruit Speech from th~ Thr<?ne. To support is to 
of our loyalty to the Actior!' Group ' have a Hobson s choice. The Speech was . 
immediately after the general electiop. One :verbose, childish, incoherent and full of 
big Trade Centre is being built at Oyo. 

1 

self-praises. It was in fact a message of woe 
The road froin Iseyin-Okeho-Ilero-Otu- and despair to people who have been suffering 
Okaka is being tarred. The road from Ago politically or economically under this Govern
Are to Kishi is being tarred and according to ment. The greatest defect in the Speech is 

' the 1961 -62 Estimates there are provisions . the er:ror. of omission. The Speech on the 
for urban water supplies at Okeho and Shaki, whole is a fly in an ointment. 

To the suffering cocoa farmers, the 
· It was recently that His Highness Chief Governor promised no real help. All he has · 

Raji Adebowale was installed as the Aseyin of for them is his Government's reduction of 
Iseyin. At this juncture I rt:fer to the state- dependence on the major cash crop. In 
ments made about this Chieftaincy by the hon. other words, ·his Government is to seek· , 
Member for Oyo . Central I the other day. avenues of diversifying her economy by . 
He exhibited his ignorance and newness in growing other types of cash crops. Is that 
this hon. House in his ungrammatical and the type of message that the Governor of the 
unparliamentary language. · And of course Region should send to his cocoa farmers who 
we cannot expect anything better from a are groaning under economic distress? Why 
person who had lost his job as a policeman did the Governor fail to tell the world how 
and had consequently found Oyo Central I and why his Government -plundered the 
a fertile • grqund for ·daily bread. By tl],e cocoa farmers by surreptitiously diverting 
grace of God and purification of the Action over £3 million of their money without -~ 
Group Government His ·Highness Chief adequate 'security into a company owned by 
Raji Adebowale is now the Aseyin of Iseyin. top-notchey;s of the Action Group? But for ' 
He is the choice of all reasonable beings in . that I am sure the farmers could have been 
Iseyin_ and district and he enjoys . their subsidised for at least two seasons when the 
confidence. ' so-called world market price fell . What has 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I was an eye witness when the Government up . in her sleeves to ensure 
i'n the town hall at Iseyin our hon. Premier, a return to normality? On · this point the 
Chief S. L. Akintola delivered a speech in Governor was silent. Were I the Governor • 
his usual eloquent manner in connection I would have expatiated on'' this subject which"', 
with the installation of' the Aseyin of Iseyin. touches my Government arid 'people so deeply".';~ 
This hon. · Member for Oyo Central I was To those suffering polit;ically . under the ·. 
alsG there. Perfect . tranquility prevailed Western Regional Government th'e Speech 
throught with the exception of shouts of was a message of woe. The Speech consti- .' 
"Awo" and "S.L.A.'' when occasion warrant- . tutes a threat to the existence of Her Majesty's'<, · 
ed them. . This Iseyin man was there ·. that Opposition in this Region. I will substantiate · 
day, he could not utter a word. Then he these two points. First the people of the, , 
came here with all his blunders · to address Midwest have • rejected the establishment of 
this honourable House. Mr Speaker, Sir, the Midwest Minority Council. What the 
we must also thank the Government for the Midwesterners want is nothing short of a 
installations of the Bashorun of Oyo and the separate new Region carved out from the 

. · ~ .. 
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Weste~n Region.. This is the aspiration of 
the Midwesterners which is very well known 
to the Governor of this Region. Thank 
goodness, the Federal Government has 
~hought it fit and the Motion has been passed 
m the Federal Legislature. It is always the 
characteristic of this Government of the : 
Action Group to steal from opponents. The 
Government of this Region claim that the 
M?tion which has been passed was due to 
their efforts. It is just like two or more 
people tying a rope to goats and making 
sacrifice to the gods but the gods know who 
are truly making the sacrifid~. The Mid
westerners know who have helped in the 
passing of the 1\l,[otion. . . . 

That is not the end of the struggle yet. 
We know that after the .,passing of the Motion 
for the · creation of the Midwest State there 
are other things to be fulfilled. This is the · 
time to test the sincerity of the Action Group. · 
We _do . ~ hope . when · that Motion comes 
to this House they will do a/ their counter
parts in. the Federal L(:!gislature to support 
the Motion and they should send their men 
to ensure . that the two-thirds majority 
required in the plebiscite would be achieved. 

The Government also hinted that legis
lation would be introduced whereby women 
would be nominated · into local government 
councils . in the Western Region. That . 
Bill has been passed which constituted a 
rape on democ~acy, and shamelessly the 
Governor felt no compunction in giving his 
blessing to the passage of the Bill. 

Under .the cloak of giving women their 
proper places in local councils the 
Government knew it was a clever way 
to make it impossible for the Opposition to . 

· control any council in the Region. Does 
the Government think .that it is helping the 
cause of the women ·by this diabolical 
legislation? Np, she is only fostering her'' 
selfish, political aspirations. In fact by this 
legislation the intelligence of the women is 
insulted. · 

Here is a short list of women who have 
contested local or parliamentary elections · 

.in Nigeria not to talk of England and Ceylon-
(i) Mrs Ransome Kuti- Abeokuta Ur-· 

ban District Council- now leader of 
Opposition there and she was NCNC. 

(ii) Mrs Fashina into Lagos Town 
Council and she is NCNC. 

(#i) Mrs Lawson into Lagos Town 
~ouncil and she is NCNC. 

-. {iv · Mrs Sofola into · lkennc . Local 
Council though she failed. 

(v) Mrs Wura EsanL ibadan DistriCt 
· Council and failed though she is now a 
Senator. ·' ·. · . · · ·. ' 
· (vi) Felicia Obua- Oguta Urban Dist~ict 
Council (returneg unopposed). · · 

Chief Odebiyi: Point of order. Order 
27 (4). ".It shall be out .of order to attempt 
to . reconsider · any specific question upon 
which the House has come to a conclusion 
during the current Session except upqn a 
Substantive Motion for recession" . . As the 
hon. Member said earlier, the Bill has ' 
been passed to Law in this House and every 
opportunity has been given for debate he 
is out of order. · 

Mr Speaker: Will the hon. Member 
stop flogging a dead horse? (laughter). " 

M r Oviasu: Mr 'speak~f Sir (have no 
whip. What I was saying was that .women 
far .a~d near have ·refused to accept inferior · 
positions and have _passed through · the 
crucible like their male counterparts . to ·get 
to local councils or legislative houses. 

. About the· siting of the Univer~ity of .Ife 
this ~overnment has read the Ashby Repor~ 
on Higher ~ducation. · The Nigerian College 
of Arts Sc1ence and Technology was to be 
upgrade'Cl to the status of a University. 
(Government Bench: No. that is not correct). · 
Already, Sir, the Nigerian College of Arts 
arid Technology is already :rer.eiving tuition 
at the ... .. . (interruptions) ...... .it stands to 
reason that ~he Cqllege is going to be a full 
fledged University. Frcim Ibadan to lfe is ' 
only fifty miles and if this Government is not 
paying lip service to the uniform · and equi
table distribution of · amenities, it would 
have been better for this Government to site 
this University in another place. 

If we are to talk of history, Ife is not the 
most historical ·Gity in the Western Region. 

If you are looking for the c~adle of Nigeria 
civilisation, if you are thinking of historical 
events, all eyes must look to Benin. If 
yo:q , are looking for a place where history 
is written, you look to Benin. Even before 
the arrival of the Europeans there was an 
organised society in Benin. The first 
monas try in Benin was · built . in the . 15th 
century. 

The estimates seem to reveal Government 
amenities. We did not know Sir, . we. 
find projects here and projects· there. For · 
instance. . . .. .... · 

Chief Odebiyi: He should not refer to 
the Estimates at this stage. 

. . ,~ 

... 
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Mr Oviasu: I am not discussing the Mr Sp~aker: Order. I have ruled. 
estimates of this year . . All that I am saying Opposition Bench: What is the ruling? 
is that Governmen~ had an intention and so 

· f h Mr Speaker: The ruling is that the 
it provided substantial amount or t e discussion of fiscal matters should be left over ·· 
estimates of last year for Edo College. until we come to the Budget. 

. Chief Osuntokun: _Qrder _28 .(2). 

· Mr Speaker: Reference should not be 
made to estimates-of this year. 

. . . 

Mr bviasu: I think something should 
be done through the Minister of Finance who 
is a member of the Finance Council to ensure 
that all Insurance Companies in this country · 

. Mr ' Oviasu: It is £250,000 for the stop plundering us. In fact I also passed 
building of· Edo College, not a penny of it that ,_message to him Sir, :that the bank 
was used. £115,000. was provided for the rates in Nigeria are too high.· Bankers are · 
Technical School in Benin, not a penny of it· also .plundering the citizens and they are :. 
was used. The Government has done .. hardly detected. 
nothing about it. This ~'?ount .was frozen_' If you issue a cheque of £.100 at Benin 
and pushed f?rward to th1s financ1al year and City when . you go to Lagos your. £100 

· quoted as savmgs. becomes £99 lOs whereas in England, 

Ch_ief Odebiyi: Or~er 27 (4). • 

Mr Speaker: Unless the hon. Member 
for Benin can produce grounds for this 
argument he should .... .. (interruptions) .. . not 
continue. 

Mr Oviasu: I am · mature . enough. 
I do not really come to this honourable 
House to prevaricate. 

Mr Speaker: I have ruled that the 
. question of estimates of this year should not 
be mentioned. . • 

Mr Oviasu: Financial Institutions-· Well 
there are financial institutions in this Region . . . 
First, the . Insurance Companies. Second 
the Banks. We· are not in the Federal 
Parliament, but we have a representative who 
is a member of the. Economic Council and 
that-is the Ministel' of Finance. (Interrup
tions). Insurance Companies as we know 
them operating are actually plundering the 
citizens. Recently a Commission of Enquiry 
was set up to' probe the activities of these 
Companies. For some' time now, we have· ·· 
heard n'othing about the recommendations 
of'this Corrilnission. 

Mr · Speaker: Order! Will the hon. 
Member stop comment on the Budget speech. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Is the Speake~ saying 
that we cannot in this House discuss any 
topic affecting the Government under the. 
Speech •from the Throne. If that is the 
ruling, the Speaker must make his own ruling. 

. .. 
. Ch ic;£ Qdebi.yl: Ord~r 36. Th@ Sp~nlt'lr' ii 
ruling is not open to question. ' 

, , Mr Fani-Kayode: There is nobody . 
I • :making· appeal. . I am asking you for a ruling. 

· I am saying Sir, ...... 

issue a cheque for £100 in Edinburgh it 
is only . six pence less , £100 in London. . .. 
I assure you that the bimk rate in West · · 
Africa is the · highest in the whole of the 
world. I think something must be done 
about it. 

Government Benches: Tell that to 
your Chief, Okotie-Eboh. 

Mr Oviasu: All these plunderings must 
be stopped. 

Recently, Sir, the National Bank of Nigeria 
was · nationalised or rather the Premier of. : · 
the Region told . this House that the Govern~ · · .. 
ment had the intention of nationalising the 
National Bank. But great events have led 
to the nationalisation of the National Bank 
but I do not. want to go into detail about it . . 
It would ·have been sufficient to say that that I 

bank was on the 11erge .of collapse and it 
would have been Ia national catastrophe if 
that bank had been allowed to fall. ,We 
want institutions that will portray Africans in 
proper light. Institutions that will show us · 
that we are having a mqn,ument of, integrity:, 
It was not the intention e>f the Government .. ' 
to nationalise the Bank ··but events really . · 
led to its being nationalised but I would not · 
go into details. As a Nigerian I· would not · 
pray for any institution started by Nigerians: . 
to crumble into ashes. One of the difficulties · 
of the National Bank is inefficiency and the, 

· plunderings by politicians, through the , so~ !t 
called MuttJal Aid Society. A bank with 
a capital of £1.2 million pounds which gives 
out a loan of £7 million. How can it 
We know that there are now many banks. 
th~ QQ'l.mtry ~;:omp~ting with our own · · 
in the purchase of treasury bills. · But .it is 
not the treasury bills that caused this drastic 
fall of the National Bank. It is inefficiency; 
However, I would like to quote the report . 
signed by Akinola Maja: · '?~ 
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"We have therefore come ~o the conclu
sion that we must have "more capital 
otherwise we shall have a poor chance of 
competing against the odds and I think 
the only people who can help us is the 
Western Region Marketing Board." 

and · so the Premier got up to announ~e the 
nationalisation of the National Bank. As I 
have said, Sir, I am not here to rejoice at any 
failure of any African institution rather it is 
my ·prayer that it should continue to grow ' 
from strength to strength but any act which 
will bring the nan:\e of Afrkans into disrepute 
should be condemned and the . leaders of 
Government should join, in such condemna
tion and it is the hope .. of the people of 
the Western Region that the affairs of the 
N atiohal Bank will be well run. 

Mr Speaker: I would like to remind 
the hon. Member that· he has just two 
minutes more to speak. _, 

·' · 

Mr ·oviasu: Mr Speaker, you are very 
generous. I beg to support. (Laughter.) 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Premier (Mr S. A. Adeniya) : . I rise to 
support the Motion for an honourable 
Address to His Excellency for the Speech 
from the Throne. Mr Speaker Si;r, this 

.. present Session is very momentous. It is 
momentous because it is the first Budget 
Session after Nigeria had attained indepen
dence. It is the first time that an African 
Governor throughout the Federation of 
Nigeria had delivered a ,Speech from th.e 
Throne. It is momentous because it is the 
first time all posts of Permanent Secretaries 

· and heads <;>f professional divisions in: all 
our Ministries are held by Nigerians (hear, 

· hear)~ These are ' signs that this is the 
Government of the people, for the people 
by the · people. . It is good therefore "to 
address ourselves to the task of governing 
with more vigour, more responsibility and 
more honesty (hear, hear). We on this side 
of the House are prepared to shoulder 
the responsibility which the new status 
gave us. It is however sad to know that our 
Friends on the other side ·of the House treat 
with le"vity these important developments. 
They even treat with levity the.ir responsibility 
as the Opposition of Her Majesty the Queen. · 
A case in question is that of the Leader of the 
Opposition. The Leader of the Opposition 
during the official Opening of the Session 
last wt>ek on the floor of this House treated 

our Governor with contempt. The Leader 
of the House gave us, reasons to show that the 
action of the man was just to bring disrepute 
to our Governor. I wonder what might 
have been the fa.te of the people of this Region 
if the Government had been in the hands of 
such rascals as these? (Opposition Benches: · 
You wait and see.) I do perfectly hope that 
it will never come to pass (hear, hear). The 
Leader of Opposition styled himself as a soh 
of lfe, the Oduduwa land. But he failed to 
treat the Oni with courtesy. I regard the 
Leader of Opposition as a settler in lfe (hear, 
hear). It will not be long when you will be 
taken out of that place or you may go on 
voluntary exile (Government Bench: He will 
be deported). If you can read the signs on 
the wall it will be seen by you that you have 
started to be deserted by Y<;Ur supporters 
gradually. 

Our customary courts have oeen criticised 
by our ex-Minister from Ond6. He can only 
be replied that he is saying these things · 
because he has been kicked out of th~ 
Government party and now the grapes . are 
sour. Even the Attorney-General of .- the 
Federation, Dr Elias, came down and 
poured praises on the Customary Courts. 

' Who are you then to talk of the Courts? 
This small man (laughter). Much has been 
said by the Opposition about nepotism but 
what happens' in the Eastern Region where 
their party is in power? 

(Opposition Benches: Do you know the 
Eastern Region, have you been there in your 
life?) 

(Mr Adeniya: I have been there several 
·· times.) 

(Opposition Ber..ches: What part of Eastern 
Region?) 

' 
Many parts (laughter) . In the Eastern 

Region you have discrimination at the worst. 
· Sometime ago the licence for buying produce 

of Obioha was seized because he wore a 
different political toga from that of the ' 
political party in power in that Region
The NCNC party. We on this side of the 
House are proud of the ac;hieverrients of the 
Action Group Government. Honest critics 
will agree with me that the Government is 
second to none in the whole Federation 
(hear, hear) Westerners are enjoying demo
cracy. The form of dictatorship obtaining 
in the other parts of the Federation will · 
never survive here for a minute. 

; I 

... .. " 
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, ·Sunday' before the last w·as Palm Sunday. 
• Not only a Palm Sund:;1y, it was a Palmtree 

Sunday for the -people of 'this Region. It 
was that Sunday that a member of the Action 
Group . entered triumphantly into the House 
of Representatives and took the seat of the 
NCNC member from Abeokuta (hear, hear). 

Mr Olumofin: 'On point of information. 
In addition to that Sir, it was also on that 
·day that Mr A. A. Abiodun, a strong NCNC _ 
man in Ado-Ekiti joined, _ the Action Group 
(jzear, hear). 

Mr Adeniya: You will all remember 
Dr . Mbadiwe wheri he was talking of . the 
NCNC during the "Zik must go" episode; 
He said among other things that the NCNC 
has been in power in the Eastern Region 

. and the percen~age given to the• NCNC was 
zero. It operated the Printing Corporation 
which manufactured not a single · sheet of 
exercise book . . What was the result? 

Government Benches: Zero! 

The Eastern Regional Government estab
lished a Tourist 'Corporation which not one 
tourist enjoyed. Wha~ was the result? 

Government Benches: Zero!. 

. T~e East~rn Regional Government s~arted 
· the Free Primary Education. But it ended in 
failure and bloodshed. What was the result? 

. Government Benclzes: Zero! 

The Government operated the Finance 
Corporation with failure. What was the 
result? · 

Government Benches: · Zero! 

That .Governm'ent established 
ceutical Corporation and failed. 
the result? 

Government Benches: Zero! 

a Pharma
What was 

Mr Adeniya: And so the catalogue of . 
failures and zeros continues. (Laughter). 
Mr S,Peaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: I must thank the 
Speaker for catching my ~yes: I must say 
that this Government has given His Excel
lency the , Governor the task of making the 
Speech from the Throne. A Speech which is 
the most watery in the history of Nigerian 
political history. · 

The most important issues raised by the 
Speech are as follows: , 
' . In paragraph 3 of the Speech the 

following statement was made:-

.. 

"Our revenue prospects have altered 
~ith the present uncertainty in the price 
which cocoa commands in the · world 
market. ·As far as the Recurrent Budget 
is concerned the situation is by no means 
desperate, although if the present trends 
in the world market' for our agricultural 

.. commodities continue it may mean that 
there would be fewer· surpluses for 
transfer to the Development Fund 
during the planning period which ends 
on 31st of March, 196~. As you are 
already aware, my Government ~s dol.ng 
everything possible to broaden the base 
of the Region's economy in order to 

< ' r~duce .our depen,dence on one major 
cash crop". ' . 

This statement clearly indicates that the 
Regional Government is dependent' mainly 
on the Marketing Board not only for its 
development projects but also for subsidising 
its recurrent expenditure in order to show or' 
accumulate a surplus at the end of any 
financial year, and this is the more reason 
why profits from the Marketing Boards which 
are accumulated into reserves must be 
jealously guarded and invested in the money 
market of the world on short term loans which 
are easily realisable and ·not tied down on 
projects for long periods. But more anon 
on the finances of the marketing boards. · 
' . . 

The, po~ition is desperate for it is deaf . 
from the Budget presented to this House and 
the Estimates that the Governmenj ·is 
finding very great difficulty in balanci~ itS .' 
finances. . · " · . 

" Further it is strange that Government .has · 
no proposals for amelioration of the present 
situation of the sale ;.of our . agricultural 
commodities on the world market. 

~~ ... 

We are treated to pious hopes of "doing 
everything possible to broaden the base · of 
the Region's ecor:omy. · 

This solution is obviously one · that : must 
of necessi~y involve a long-term planning· 
execution, and on what financial 
will this long-term policy be based the 
world price continues to be less favourable? , 

. ~·· 

From where will Government hop~ to 
get the money if prices continue to fall to 
"broaden the bas·e of the Region's economy?" . . · 

• I <1 . j/,! 

I should have thought a Government witn 
any sense of responsibility would have come 
before· t~is House with some plans for 
immediate steps to be tal\en to : create a 
sellers' · market instead of a buyers' market 
which is now in operation. We have been 
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told of meetings with other cocoa producing 
countries, the Goveminent should have 
taken 1this House into confidence as to what 
prQgress, if any, it has been able to make in 
this essential field of international trade. 

What efforts have been 'made to extend the 
present market · to stimulate competition? 
Government's silence on its endeavours on 
this line is a tacit admission of failure: If this 
Government is so incompetent as not to 
obtain any successful result in this sphere of 
negotiation wli.ich will surely bring immediate 
rise in the price of cocoa and. therefore save 
the cocoa farmers from starvation then it has 
no right to continue in office. It must 
abdicate. If it had failed in its major 
election issue that it will see that not one 
pe.nny (ld) is reduced in the producer's price 
of cocoa it has no right to rule. , 

The Premier gave this assurance, he failed. 
The Government has again failed to give the 
faintest suggestion of any plan to . enhance 
the. position of the cocoa farmers. If this 
Government has any sel}.se of decency it must 
resign. For it is clear it is not worthy of the 

. trust of the electorate... A trust obtained by 

.. false election promises: · .. 
- t c . ,\ 

Again Government was pleased to announ
ce with pride that it will introduce legislation 
for the '"collection of Income Tax from non
Africans resident in the Region. 

What benefit do we .get. from this th~t the 
. Government is so proud of? Is this not 
purely a matter .of constitutional' routine? 
At present, the tax is collected by the Federal 
Government and paid over to the Western 
Regional Government. All we get is the 
additional trouble in collecting the tax. Of 
course by Government standards this is 
an achievement! 

Another · important issue raised in the 
Speech from the Throne is the appointment 
of a Commissioner for Customary Courts. 

· Why is the · Government fighting shy of 
taking the obviously right step? The only 
sensible step is to put the administration of 
these courts under the normal judicial system 
of the Region and then a continuity of 
administrative superVision will flo.w from the 
Chief J ustiC.e right down to the smalle-st 
Customary Courts. The appointment and 
removal ·of these judges can only be non
·political in its nature if it is placed under the 
·Judicial Service Commission and not under a 
·bogus Local Government Service Board 
·made 'up of political appointees of the 
Action Group. · 

" . 

" 

. On the issue of Midwest Minority Council, 
I assured this Government at the last Session 

. that it should desist from 'its plan for establish
ing the Council. · I assured the· Government · 
that this institution will be overtaken by the 
passing of the Motion for the creation -.of the 
Midwest State by the Federal Parliament. 
I was greeted as usual · by obstinacy, and . 
derisive laughter and shouts of "That is 
untrue" by this Government. Now I have 
again been proved right. Government must 
scrap this most inadequate and unsatisfactory 
Midwest Minority Council scheme. And I · 
sincerely hope Government-like the Action · 
Group Opposition in the Federal Parliament
will give its support to the creation of the 
Midwest State when the Federal Parliament's 
proposals are fol"Warded to this honourable 
Assembly to be debated. 

On Income Tax issues, the Government 
has made appeals against tax evation. . But 
let Government take warning that so long as tax 
assessment .is made a political weapon by the 
Action Group, so long as there are .. sole 
nominees of the Minister of Local Govern
ment, who owe no allegiance whatever to the · 
democratically appointed local government 
councils and to the masses of this country, . 
so long will this Governmendail in its archaic 
system of direct taxation. · 

Finally Government made the following 
very serious statements:-

"My Government has striven to' utilise 
our resources for the benefit of all our 
peoplt>." · 

Can this Government honestly and sincer~ly 
say this? As for utilisation of funds, adequate 
time for discussion on this topic will arise at 
the proper time. · 

But I am compelled at this stage to make a 
statement on the National Bank. I ask whether 
the nationalisf).tion of the National Bank was 
given serio~s con.sideration before the step to 
nationalise it was taken. 

Why did Government not think it fit to 
debate such · an important issue on the floor 
of this House before taking . such a great 
decision? The transaction involves millions 
of p~unds of public funds. Are the people 
and their representatives not entitled to have 
full discussion of. the ~xpenditure of public 
funds? I say, Mr Speaker, Sir, with all serise 
of responsibility, and challenge Government 
to deny this, that the Bank was in a state of 
bankruptcy , ~t the time of the nationalisa,tion. 

l 

·- This Government is guilty of the greatest 
mal-administration when instead of realising · 
its preference shares it converted them into 

.· ,. 
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equity shares at the last stage .of the fall of 
the Bank. The Government ha~ no right to 
invest public funds in an institution which is 
on the verge of liquidation .. 

If the Government denies this state of 
affairs, I demand · a statement to that effect 
from the Premier and I challenge him to : 

. (1) call for a public inquiry into the 
Government administration of public funds 
as regards the National Bank. 

(2) set into· motion the machinery for a 
publi~ inquiry into the state of the Bank at 
the time of nationalisation. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I' issue this challenge to 
the Premier and await his answer · without 
further comments at this stage of the present 
Session of the House of Assembly of the 
Western Region of Nig~ria. 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
of Local Government (Chief S. , A. 
Tinubu): Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. 
Member for Ede-Ejigbo said that Oshun Divi:
siori is left behind in the scheme· of develop
ment in this Region. As a Regional 
Government we are trying to develop the 

· whole Region. O~hun Division is not 
behind. I have to inform the hon. Member 
of certain vital things which have taken .place 

. within the past nine years. Before the 
advent of this Government of Western 
Nigeria there. was a Government hospital only 
in Oshogbo, but now we have three first 
class hospitals, so many dispensaries and 
many maternity centres in Oshun Division. 
We have also some Mission hospitals which 
are working in conjunction with the Govern
ment hospital ~n the Division. 

' When we speak of road development, before 
the Government of this Region came into 
power· we had under forty miles of tarred 
road but now we have well over 200 miles 
tar·red road. · When we come to consider the 
present Budget a lot of revelations will be 
made. 

Leaving road development apart I just 
wish to remind the hon. Member that in 

. Ede there are two bridges which have just 
been reconstructed. 

Educationally, in the Division we are not 
behind . . Before. 1952 there was only one 
secondary grammar school and that single 
grammar school ·was not · grant-aided but 
today we have not less than twenty-two 

· secondary s c h o o 1 s. Then we had one 
teacher training college which was not 
grant-aided but now we have so many. 
When we talk of electricity today you can 

count on Oshogbo, Ede, Ejigbo, Ogbomosho 
and others. Before the Government of this 
Region came to power Ede was drinking 
river water but today it is enjoying 
pipe-borne wate.r and over £250,000 was 
used to construct the Ede-Oshogob water 
works. I need not count Trllde Centres 
and Farm Institutes which have ·been 
established ·by the Action Group Government. 
The freedom which Oshun Division enjoys 
today js due to the efforts of the Action 
Group. At a time Oshun was administered 
by Ibadan without representation (Opposition 
BeJJches: Where were you then?) All the 
councils in Oshun Division are Action 
Group controlled. Out of the eighteen seats 
for ·oshun Division we have almost all on 
this side of the House~ 

Mr Speaker, I beg to support. 

The Minister of Local Government, 
(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, the point made by the hon_. Member for 
Aboh West and the hon. Leader of Opposition 
that the Members and Chairman of the Local 
Government Service Board were members of 
the Action Group calls for comments from m~. 
Hon. Members, particularly those who were 
members of the old House, would remember 
that · shortly before ·the former Leader of 
Opposition, Mr Dennis Osadebay, resigned 
from the House he paid glowing tributes to 
the Chairman of the Local ,. Government 
Service Board, Mr J. S. Ogumi.aike, for his . 
impartiality and integrity. Another Member . 
from Urhobo Division also paid warm tribute 
to the impartiality of Mr Ogunnaike. ·:r _ 
personally am satisfied that the Chairma,n · 
and · Members of the Local Governmer}t 
Service Board are impartial in the discharge 
of thier duties. ;. 

The point made by the Leader of Opposi
tion about assessment committees-He made 
the point that until assessment comniittee 
members are free from nomination by the 
Ministry of Local Government or by .myself 
this .Region will know no freedom. I like 
to say quite frankly that that cannot be true 
as judged by the evidence at our disposal. 
Before the dissolution of the lasf Hou; e 
of Assembly the Government . had· aqout 
fifty-two Members.,. After . the · di~s~lution, .. 
the House was enlarged to 124 and. the, <·;, ~~< • 
Action Group came in with flying colours ana . ·. • .: 
won eighty seats (Hear! Hear!) (Opposition < 
Benches: Fraudulent election). Now, riot ' · 
only that, the recent Federal election in 
Egba North where Action Group scored• a 
majority vote of 6,629 is a further proof of 
the acceptance · of the tax policy of th.is 
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. Speaker, ·Sir, do not indicate that our tax . 
·policy is acceptable to the majority of the 
people of this Region, I do not know what is 
acceptable to them and I do not know what . 
other means can justify the opinion that the 
people have implici~ confidence in us because 
they continue to return us to power, either' at 
parliamentary or local government levels, 
because our progress has been on the increase 
and, judged by our votes from elections both 
local and parliamentary, we have scored 
higher figures and I think the position, at 
least for once, is that they can no longer make 
taxation a political propaganda and the 
elect9rate no longer wish to entrust their · 
fortunes to the hands of the Opposition, 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Chief Os.untokun: Mr Speaker, Sir, · 
my task is very easy in that Members of 
the Opposition happen tp have said little 
about my Ministry, but one or two Members 
raised a point in connectiqnwith the Minis.try 
of Health and Social Welf~!-"e. 

The hon. Member for Asaba did complain 
about the state and condition of Ogwashi
Uku Roman Catholic Mission Hospital. 
The Government policy on the provision 
of hospitals and other health centres in the 
Region is well-known to . all sides of this 
House. . It is that Government will provide 
one General Hospital for each Administra
tive Division in :the Region; and that has 
been well maintained because each Division 
now has been provided with a well-equiped 
general hospital and, in some cases, cottage 

' ,hospitals have been provided. 

,. 

We have the · Agbor General Hospital 
and this cost the Government more than 
£130,000. In addition to that , Sir, we have 

.. one General Hospital at Asaba, which has 
just been completed. That hospital cost 
Government £80,000 to build. And in 
addition to these two hospitals in that small 
Division, Asaba Division has many dispensa
ries . and other medical centres. For the 
information of Members, Asaba Division 
is not half as .big as Ekiti Division, which " 
has only one hospital, and not as big as 
Benin. Division,· which has just one hospital. 

Furthermore, Sir, the Ogwashi-Uku Roman 
Catholic Hospital, which the han. Member . 
referred to, is also a.ided by the Government. 
The Owo Roman Catholic Hospital at Owo. 
is a combined one and what I mean by that 
is that the Government contribute to the 
building and staffing of the Hospital while 
the day-to-day administration of the Hospital 

·. I 

is in the hands of the Mission. In the whole 
of Owo which comprise Owo section .and 
Akoko section, there is just one hospital, 
so that the situation there is not ·like the one 
in Asaba. 

. Ano~her point which was made by another 
Member-and unfortunately, Sir, the Mem
bers are not here and I know that Members 
of the Opposition do not bother themselves 
to look into the H:;msard, and I wonder 
what they are being paid for ...... (interruptions 
from the Opposition Benches and cheers 
from the Government Benches) .... ..... The 
hon. Member for Akure did make a point 
that the Akure Hospital is not as well 
staffed- as any other hospital in the Region 
and he said that he would like to see a 
''special surgeon". · I do not know what 
he meant by that; if he meant a person who 
specialised in surgery, I know there is one at 
Akure. He also went further to say that he 
was speaking as an authority. But this man 
was a Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Social Welfare when he was on this · side 
of the House and no~ that h'e has crossed 
over (cheers from the Government Benches) 
he is no more a practising authority. If 
it were the hon. Member for Benin City 
I would have . taken him seriously. And 
if I may say, Sir, the policy .is that . each 
Divisional Headquarters mu~t be provided 
with first-class hospital in addition to the 
dispensaries and maternity centres provided, ' 
and there is no Province, Sir, in ' the whole 
Region which has not got one. And, apart 
from Adeoyo Hospital which has got no 
less than twenty doctors .... .. (interruptions 

· from the Opposition). , ..... Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I would very much appreciate it if the hon. 
Members on the other side would stop 
laughing ...... .. (laughter from the Government 
Benches) For the information of Ibadan 
Members Jericho Hospital also has around 
eight or ten · do,ctors~ Then Ijebu-Ode 
Hospital and Abeokuta Hospital.. ... . (shouts 
of Og'Qomosho, Ogbomosho, from the Opposi
tion) For information of the Member 
for Ibadan, . (of course he has forgotten 
much of his elementary geography) will he 
learn that Ogbomosho is· not a Provincial . 
Headquarters, and as such Government 
does not provide a general hospital there. 

· - . .., 
A.nd the last point, Sir, which I want to 

make is about pharmacists, chemists and 
druggists in the Region. It has come to my 
knowledge that people of this Region are . 
becoming very much· (interruptions from the 
Opposition Benches .... . .... impoverished by 
the very high prices which the hon. Member 
on the other side of the House charges. 

. . 

; I 
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Mr· 'Oviasu: M~ Speaker Sir, I take 
· 6b.jection to s,uch imputation of motive. 

·· · Mr Speaker : Will the hon. Member 
stop imputing motives. 

· · ~hief Osuntokun: What I did say was 
that imforination has come to me that there 
are : some pharmacists and chemists and 
druggists who are charging very high prices 
for their · various articles, such as Aspro, · 
A.P.C: and Phensic, ahd so forth and in the 
shops of some of these chemists all sort,s of 
things which have no relation with medicine 
are being sold .... .. (interruption from the 
Opposition Benches)......... In any . case, . I 
must tell the House what I have heard and I 
will further tell the Hous~ what I intend to do 
to stop this. I have already taken.action and 
in some cases people have been prosecuted 

. and convicted and I will look into the possibi-
lity of making it possible .... .. (laughter from 
both sides of the House ......... ). I will set up 

·.a Commission of Inquiry and action wil be 
taken accordingly on the recommendation of 
the Commission of Inquiry. (Cheers frt;~m 
Government Benches). 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
hon·Member for Aboh, when he was speaking 
on the Motion of Thanks to His Excellency 
for his Speech from the . Throne- he is no 
longer here Sir-made some points which 

' I ·would like to take one by one. One of the 
points. he made was about Government's 
intention to take over the National Bank. 

I think Sir, that it will be nice at this stage 
to explain very briefly the difference between 
Preference Share and Equity Shares. Pref

·erence shares, Sir, are like loans which are 
secured on the assets of a particular company 
and whether the company pays or not they 
are lent to it on the normal rate of interest 
which· are agreed on the Memorandum of 
Agreement. In regard to equity shares, what 
really happens is that it is the prevailling value 
of. tr~:e · · shares at the particular value which 
will be the value of the shares at the particular 
time and· they can only be paid dividend as 
ordinary shares. . That is, Sir, the interpreta
tion which. I would have liked to pass on to the 
honourable Member tor Aboh. ' 

There is a point, Sir, which has been made 
by the · Leader \ of the Opposition. The 
Lead~r of the Opposition said that before the 
nationalisation of the National Bank was 
carried ' out, there ought td be ·full-dress 
debate on the floor of this House. I must 
say, Sir, that until the National Bunk wall 
nationalised·· it was a private· company, a 

p~blic company per se, · that ·~~an~ . th~ 
· dealing which · existed between the Marketing···· 
Board and the N ational'Bank was the question . 
of ·somebody giving loans to another perso~ 
and therefore has· no authority over him. : . ,: 

' . ' 
However that may be, in view of the· fact 

that the Marketing. Board ha~ now changed 
the preference shares to equity shares, the 
Government through the Marketing Board 
will now have the largest number of Directors 
on the Board of Directors and therefore will 
be able to influence the policy of that bank . . 

The Leader of the Oppositon also made a 
point, Sir, that the Regional Government was 
making use of Marketing Board , funds 
during the past years to finance its recurrent 
expenditure. If the Leader of the Opposition 
had read ·an that had been put down in the 
Western Region Estimates which will be 
considered in less than twenty:.four hours 

" from now, he would have seen that at no 
time has this Government used Marketing 
Board funds to cushion its recurrent expend
iture. If the non. Member is in any doubt, 
I challenge him that he should produce 
evidence of that within twenty:-four hours. · 

The Leader of the Oppositon also made a 
speech about Marketing Board surpluses. 
Mr Speaker Sir, speaking on behalf of the 
Government l.am not ashamed to say , that 
like other Regions of the Federation, the · 
Marketing Board will contin,ue to be an · 
instrument of financial policy. We ate not 
ashamed, ·Sir, to use Marketing Board 
surpluses {or carrying out development 
projects in the Region. As a matter of fact, 
Sir, what has been done so far is not only in 
the interest of those of us who happen to be, 
perhaps, in the middle class of society, but 
also the teeming millions of people who would 
not ave had the oppourtunity of free educa
tion, free medical services, walking or i-iding 
or driving on tarred roads. We are not 
ashamed, Si , that we have used the Marketing 
Board funds for achieving these objectiv~s. 

I was hoping, Sir that the Leader of the 
Opposition, ~fter .having made all ·such 
remarks about Government, will come out 
with some concrete proposals as to how 
we can raise revenue. (Mr Fani-Kayode- · 
in the future!) The Leader of the Opposition 
said that he will do something about it in 
future. I will be prepared to listen and 
Government will consider zny reasonable .. 
proposal which he makes. (Mr Adisa: 
What is your salary?) Mr Speaker, Sir, this 
Region is the riche 1t per head of the popula
tion of th0 Federation and, Sir, if in the 
Federal Government, the par,ty to which 

/ 
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.the Member belongs is the senior 'partner for grants, they will receive sympathetic 
in the Coalition_:_ I have always been told consideration. 
that charity begins at home_:_and if he is '· I think, Sir, that time is . far sp-ent and 
'serious . about the suggestion made to us members are anxious to go home in order 
here, they should first cut salaries down in to be able to come early at 10 a.m. tomorrow. 
the' Federal Government.' Rather than the r leave the other points to the Honourable 
Federal House cutting down salaries, what the Premier to reply to. With these few 
did they do? They intend to raise, remarks, I beg to support. 
salaries of Members. Judging from the The Premier (Chief S. L". Akintola): 
gtihlaces which the han. Member for Ibadan May I start by saying that I am indeed 
h[~ made, he will very much welcome 'any ·' grateful to all sides of the House for the 
iilcrease in the s2~ary of Member~ of this .manner in which they all took part in debating 

·Fouse. (Government Benches: and pay less the Speech from the Throne. 
td~ on it!) If the hon. Member i~ serious, 
he·, can start by refusing anything above While the Speech gave a picture of 

· past achievements. of this Government, 
£~00 from hls £840· it also portrays a . reasonable forecast of 

The Leader of the Oppositon made what is to be expected in the future and, 
reference to a point that instead of Govern- apart from that, it dealt with main activities 
ment organising a sellers' market, what we of the Government of this Region in cultural, · 
are reafly doing was organising · a buye:rs' social, literal and educational fields. May 
market. There are distinguished economists, I say that I feel disappointed at some of the 
and when the Leader of the Opposition was conclusions made by Members of this 
a student in London, if he took p·art in all House. I feel that one thing Members of . 
the activities of that University, lcgi this Legislature have is that at times they will 

· timate and not so _legitimate.· ........ · .. ·.... listen to the unexpected-there will be no 
(Leadtr of t~e Opposition: 1 must protest, Sir). monotony, but the Oppositon has treated us 

In all seriousness, everybody knows the to so much monotonous speeches (Opposition · 
price of cocoa was redtfced. There is.. Members: No) . . All that you will always · 
practically nothing. we can do to influence hear is oppression, persecution, victimisation 
world prices unless the Leader of the Oppos- from Opposition Members. I hope the 
ition is suggesting to· me that he · himself Leader of the Opposition will learn to teach 
is a financiai genius like Metcalfe in the his Membet:; to 'change their tactics. I haye 
French Revolution. What happened to always said that the hon. Member,for Ibadan 
Metcalfe in all his proposals? The Freuch or Meml:wr for . Benin or evt:n our good 
Govei11lllent had to cut his head and the Friend from Ife are not specimens of 
Budget he wanted to balance was never oppressed people ...... (laughter) ... They grow 
balanced. The Government . is trying what- fatter ·than the oppressor! They look more 
ever it can to broaden the base of the Region's charming th.an the Minister of Health and 
economy. I do believe, Sir, that it is in the most of them are much more affluent than 
interest of this country, in the interest of the Minister of Finance. When they come 
our children, in the interest of the teeming here and talk of oppr~ssion, persecution, 
population of the country that more external victimisation the hori.. the Leader of Opposi
loans should be injected into our industrial tion will join them . .. Who is oppressing them? 
p.olicy so that we will' be able to reach a stage You find some pf the:tn in large limousines; 

·. where we will be on our own. Without this, some of . them live in luxurious buildings; 
' it will be difficult for our people to rais~ the some of them are building three ·to four 
necessary capital to participate in most of houses at the same time .... .. (interruption) 
~hese industrial projects. (Government Members.; Fire on) .... .. What 

Honourable Utomi did make some remarks is the symbol of oppression? Some·of them 
about the educational policy of this Govern- are lawyers, some of them are economists 
ment. He wanted Government to establish (Government Members: Some of them are 
secondary grammar schools -in all Divisions. , chemists). Are all these evidence of oppres
I think, Sir, that it is true to say that Govern- sion? (Opposition Members: - By the Grace 
ment gives grants ·t:o boys and girls secondary of God). By the Grace of God and the 
grammar schools. It is the principle tender mercies of the Government of this 
of self help which has helped people in Region. 
Yoruba West to get the number of grammar I do ,hope these stories-·of oppression and · 
schools they have today. If he is serious, persecution should now be forgotten . • 
in helping his people, he should go home Nigeria ·has already won a great name and a 
and preach the doctt;.ine of self-help. If yery high reputation. If all that you have 

. .. 

.· ,. 

., 

I 
I 



' . 

299 Speech 5TH APRIL, 1961 from the Throne 300 ' 

[CHI~F AKINTOLA] 

to talk of this Region is persecution and 
oppression, you are not giving this country 
a good name and that ought not to be quality 

. or attribute one should expect 'from the 
Government of this Region.· ,(Applause). 

These people lceep on talking of oppresstion 
and·persecution yet in the last election where 
we 'hardly won a seat before, for example, in 
Egba land, we have won more seats. Last· 
year · 'we had a fairly narrow margin of 
majority, but now the increasing proportion 
of this majority and. the dwindling proportion· 

I do not like this matter to be used as a 
political weapon. A number of peopl~, 
Judges and other people are being dealt 
with by appropriate bodies if matters are 
properly brought up against them in the 
proper quarter. After all who are members 
of these Courts? An Ogbomosho man is not 
appointed a Customary Court j'udge for 
Benin. After all it will be sons of the indige
nous natives of the people who are appointed 
as Judges .... : .... (Interruptions). Is it oppres
sion to allow a Benin man to adjudicate 
on the · aff~irs of his own people? · 

Now the same thing is true of Assessment 
of the Opposition speak for ~tself. · · · · · · · · Committees. The members of Assessment 
(interruptions). 

Committees are appointed locally on the 
" By this time last year l)ow many Member~ recommendation of the local people and those 
had . you from the Midwest? · (Opposition who are appointed by ·your own people. 
Members: · Fraudulent Election). :What is the (Opposztion Members: No Sir. Recommenda
present number ·now? Nor are we only tions are always turned downed.) I understand • 
winning the seats, they are still crossing from that reccmmendations are always turned 
'that side of the House to .this side. What down, but 1 give you the' assun.nce that in 
does that show? (Cheers). If you continue pursuance of this Govern..'nent's policy 
to accuse this Goverrtment unjustly and you of consultation, the Opposition will be consul~ 
continue to lie against this Government and ' ted when tl.e3e appointments are being made. 
the people of this country who are no fools , - · . . . , 
are able to check up on the,practicaLachieve- _ M~ Speaker, S1r, one POll)t I hke t.o 

. ments of this Government, certainly in the ~entwn, the.hon. Membe!s from the OJ?pOSl-
, end' they are going to desert you. twn :foften accused th1s Government of 

Now about the Customary Courts. May 
I say ·sir, that no right thinking person in this 

. country will hesitate to condemn any injustic_e 
in any form whatsoever. No true nationalist 
. will like to encourage or condone any form of 
injustice. Anyone who is making the Custo-
.mary Courts an instrument of oppression 
will find in the end that he is backing a 
wrong horse ...... ... (interruptions). We are 
winning not by wickedness b'ut· by extending 
to the people the right hand of fellowship. I 
do not say that all our supporters are angels; 
we are no paragons of perfection on this side 
of this House. It is true people may make 
mistakes, but it is also true of NCNC members 
............ (Interruptions). 

.To sa.y that the .Action Group, as a national 
party, will support opporession is absolutely 
unfair. ' Why must any right thinking person 
employ oppression as an instrument . of 
Government? We are holding positions of 
responsibility today and the position we hold 

. is a sacred trust given to us by the people 
and given to us by God. In so doing we must 
remember that . the position we occupy 
today may. b~ open t? our c~ildren of tomo
rrow. I. hke to assure you once more that 
if you have any positive case of oppression, 
if you bring it forward- for goodness sake 
do not hesitate to report it to the proper 

_ quarters- I assure you that ·every step will 
be taken to ensure that justice will be done. 

squandermania. The hon. Member for -
lbad::m Rural. particularly referred to · the 
salary of Ministers. The ·pity of it is that 
Members opposite have not the opportunity 
of visitiPg other Regions and of seeing for . 
themselves how Ministers in other Regions 
act, the type of houses they live in and the type 
of privileges given to them; whether the 
salaries recefved by Ministers in other 
Regions are in excess of, or are the same as 
what is received here. They ought to go and 
see how the Government of other Regions are . 
administered, before they can be able ·to "'· 
judge whether this Government is guilty of 
squandermania. If the hon. Member is·• 
serious why did he not agree to a cut in·.his 
salary? Why did he not instruct the Ministe'r _
of Education to use his salary for educational · 
purposes, both secondary and technical, for J· 
the children of his area. I will be prepared 
to see the hon. Member about this tomorrow . 
if he is sincere. .: ·!• 

Mr Speaker, Sir; in this Region a Ministe'f! 
will not receive a penny above his salarx. , .... .. ,,.. ' 

,. . 
Mr Adi_sa: Some of them have 

of pounds in the Bank. 

• ·l . 

Chief Akintola: Mr Speake·r, . Sir, I 
.will deny that, not when they are members of 
my Government ...... (cheers from the Govern-
ment Benches). · 



". 

301 Speech 5TH APRIL, 1961 from the Throne 302 

(CHIEF A.KINTOLA] , 

The hon. Leader of the Opposition made 
certain . accusations which the hon. the 
Minister of Finance has adequately dealt 
with. I only have to endorse what the Minister 
of Finance and Leader of the House has said. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to repeat 
' again that the money of the Marketing 

Board is not used to finance the recurrent 
expenditu~e of the Government of this Region 
If the Leader of the Opposition and his 

' 'colleagues have proofs that: they can produce 
t .:."· to· the contrary, they are welcome, because 
~· •·. we ourselves agree that it would be wrong 
t · .to make use of the money of the Marketing 

Board, the surpluses of the Marketing 
Board, for . the day to day affairs of this 
Region: But it is not wrong· to use the 
money of the Marketing Board to finance 
capital projects of this Region. The money 

· is spent partly on Education, and who are 
being educated·· there? Their sons and · 
·daughters, the sons and daughters of the 

"'' fanners and workers of this Region. Part of 
·the money is used io construct good roads 

.;. and tar the existing untarred roads. Who 
travel along these. roads? 

(Mr Adisa: Your Ministers.) 
The people of this Region travel on these 

roads and they add to the economic develop
ment of this Region. Part of the money was 
used for the, provision of good pipe-borne 
water, although it is expensive, it is used by 
both th.e upper, middle and lower class· 
people of this Region. 

' ' 

With regard to the cut in the price of 
cocoa the hon. the Leader of the Opposition 
ought to know that the price of cocoa cannot . 
be controlled · by any particular nation. We 
want our fanners to have more money and 
,;e wan~ them to ·receive more money 'on 

.:; the price of their cocoa. We have to accept 
:· what other people in other countries are 

bound to accept because of circumstances 
beyond our control. Since the drop in the 
price of cocoa, ' representatives of all the 
major producing countries have been holding 
consultations among themselves and a 
Conference had been held at which all · 
cocoa producing countries of the worl9 and 
all important cocoa consuming countries 
were represented and the outcome of the 
Conference is now receiving the attention of 
all concerned. 

yield good fruits for the fanners of this 
Region (cheers .. ~ ... ). We . are going ·to 
do all we can in co-operation with·other cocoa 
producing couni:ries to see that the present 
trend is reversed. 

'J 

The hon. the Leader of the Opposition 
made a pro'Posal, he was asking why we did 
not create the sellers' market. If I have 
foodstuffs which I want to ·sell, I shall take 
them to Dugbe or to Ojaba where the buyers 
are. My hon. Friend wants to ' create the 
sellers' market by taking all the cocoa to the 
Sahara desert and asking the buyers to come 
there. Unfortunately, that is not . possible. 

(An Opposition Member: Finally, finally) . 

(Chief Akintola: Finally, my Friend may , 
go to the grave!) 

The Leader of the Opposition mentioned 
··what we were doing to improve the' economy 
of the Region. As mentioned · already, what 
we are doing in co-operation with other 
countri~s is to ~nsure a .rise in the price of , 
cocoa, ~ but, apart from that, contacts are· 
being made to important manufacturers both . 

· in America and Europe to effect the processing 
• of our cocoa here in this country. Although · 

the position is a little complicated we are 
leaving no stone unturried to achieve this 
objective, so that chocolate, coffee, toffee, etc., :· 
and a number of other products made from 
cocoa can easily be produced in this country. · 
It will not be possible or e~sy for us to create 
a sellers' market until we are able to reduce 
the products considerably; in other words, 
when any commodity is in abundance the 
commodities will have to be taken to the 
consumers but if it is very scarce, and we are 
unable to get it, it is the cons~mer who wm ·· 
have to come to buy it. If you want to 
create sellers' market then you will make a 
sale which will not be in the best interest of 
the farmers. It . is only by reducing the 
products that you ca.n introduce the sellers, 
market .. .. . . (interruptions) ... ..... . 

May I say again that I am really happy· on 
this occasion that we do not intend any longer 
to take the issue of cocoa weapon to further 
our own political end. During the · last 
election one of my Friends opposite said that 
he would pay £300 for a ton of cocoa. 

Mr Adisa: If you resign tomorrow, . I 
will do that. 

A meeting is proposed to be held in Ghana 
to discuss the cocoa prices and we will be 
represented at this Conference -by the hon. · 
the Minister of Agriculture .. a:nd Natural · 
Resources, and.. I hope the outcome ·will ·• 

Chief Akintola: · May I extend my 
sympathy to my friend opposite that 1 will 
n0t resign. (Laughter ' and prolonged · int~r
ruptions). 

. I 
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Allegation was also made about the 
£1 million in the National Bank, that it was 
put there.without the approval of this House. · 

. My predecessor, Chief Obafemi Awolowo, 
gave all the facts to this hon. House that the 
National Bank needs encouragement and it is 
in order to meet the challenge of the time by 
the expatriate banks. l.~ou know this, that 

· the expatriate banks were very difficult as· . 
far . as the Nigerian businessmen were 

· concerned; there were no overdrafts facilities 
and loans were not given to farmers or 
Nigerian businessmen and for that reason. 
we, as 11 Government, were determined to 
assist the National Bank in order that the Bank 
might give money advances to indigenous 

, . " · businessmen. . That was · exactly what 
happened here and at that time may I say, 
tJ:?:at my Friend the · hon. Le'ader of ·the 
Opposition was not a small rat in the Action 
Group. · · 

The hon. Member for lbadan said "no". 
The Leader of the Opposition was then in 
Lagos . . Even when he was in Lagos he 
enjoyed my confidence more than he will 
ever enjoy yours (Opposition Member: He 
,didn't enjoy the. confidence · of your Leader). 
There is · no difference between me and the 
Leader of the P_arty. This secret can never 
be ~.nown to him.. May I also say that the 
same policy which motivated our actions 
tow~rds the National Bank in the good old 
days still applies today. And when he said 
he got it on good report that the National 
·Bank :was on the verge of bankruptcy, may I 
say that I 'received no report of. that kinl:l. · 
(hear, hear), and all the people who.advised us 
did not give any indication of bankruptcy. 
May I also say that if you keep your money 
in the bank, when you go there you can take 
your money at any time and .. . (interruptions). 

~ I have never received any report to the 
contrary. What was said in the annual report 

. of the National Bank is that they feel that 
competition has been extremely keen and 
because of that they feel that the time has 
come that the .Government should come to 
their aid. In doing that we merely converted 
the preference shares into ·· equity shares 
in the National Bank. And, as I said on the 
floor of this House, a measure of re-organisa
tion will be effected and it 'may be necessary 
to get . your rr:oney .... : .... (inter~uptions),, but 
before ~hat 1s done we are going to ask 
experts, experts from the Central Bank; and 

. ~xpet:ts also to be appointed by us, to go fully 
mto the Bank so that we may be able to know 
in what direction . we are going to head and 
al~o to ensure that it . will be to· the best 
interest of the peo·ple of this Region. 

May I also say too that nationalists are ver.y 
much appreciated in . spirit. . . The hon.' 
Member for Benin spoke here; He said 
far be it from him to do any thing that will b~- . . 
embarrasing to any national institution like 
the National Bank. If we continue . here on 
the floor of this House to talk about bank
ruptcy to cause an embarrassment to ·the· 
bank, we may not be assisting a 'national 
organisation such as the National Bank. If-the 
hon. MeiJlber wants to know the truth 
about it we are prepared to· give to him 
whatever facts are within our power. But if. 
you have the truth nobody is afraid . . But 
1f you choose the forum of this House to 
attack the . bank, to impugn the· integrity of 
those_ v:ho are c~nnected with it, to suggest 
that 1t 1s on the brink of liquidation we are . . , . 
not ass1stmg that bank. We are··assisting an 
indigenous organisation like the National 
Bank. __ After all, the National Bank is not 
the only ·bank in that C\ltegory, Are 
references not often made on the floor of this 
House to an institution of that kind, in order 
to embarrass those who are in control? 
Our mere task is to assist this important 
national ~rganisation to be · able to play its ~· . 
own part m the progressive revolution of the 
~conomy of this Region. Our policy is that 
1t ought to be an institution of non-discrimina
tion. If we don't discriminate and we want 
to use every opportunity perhaps to embarrass 
some people we don't l,ike, or to embarrass 
the Government, we may be doing more 
hartn even against ourselves than we imagined. 
Thus it is said that a wise man does not set 
his ' house on fire simply because a mouse · is .' · 
hiding in a corner of it. If you set you~ · 
house on fire in order to des-troy the mouse 
you may · destroy what·· is more than the-~ 
mouse. 

So I woul~. appeal to hon. Me~bers to ge·t ; 
all the'facts you like about the National Bank,'¥ . 
about any activities of this Government, 
I appeal · to you to get it in a patriotjc and 
nationalistic manner. · 

Question f.ut and agreed to. 

ADJOURz'll.\1ENT . . 
• <\ { 

Motion made and question proposed "That · 
the House do now adjourn until 10.00 a.m. • .. 
this morning" . (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi) ·. i 

·•' 

Question put and agreed to. 
' . 

Adjourned accordingly at 
Thursday, 6th April, 1961, until 
the same day. 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

THURSDAY, 6TH. APRIL, 1961 

(The House ,met at 10.05 a.m.) 
PRA):_ERS( 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

" EDUCATION 
, • f .. 

Re-introduction of Compulsory Clause in_ 
·: Education Law · 

10/1. Mr D .' Atolagbe asked the Minister 
of Education whether he agreed with the 
view that the time was now ripe for the 
compulsory clause to be re-introduced in our 
Education Law. · 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
of Education (Mr J. 0. Oye): The hon. 
Member may recall · that the idea of compul

~ sory primary. education was never formally 
incorporated in the Education Law itself for 
a.' variety of reasons, the p,rincipal one being 

, the lack of an acceptable and practicable 
' means of enforcing such a clause. These 
· considerations are equally true today and I 
· do not consider that any c!iange is indicated. 

. At the same time, I should, I think,· point' 
' out that the Law does stress the moral 

obligation that exists on the part of a parent 
'" to secure the education of his children. 

I' 

Government has pro;ided the facilities and it 
is the duty of every parent to ensure that these 
facilities are utilised to the maximum extent 
possible. 

Recruitment of Teache~s from Overseas 

' 10/46: Mr B. 0. Fawehinmi asked the 
.Minister of Education what arrangements, if 
any, were being made by the Regional 
Goverm;nent to recruit Teachers from Over-, 
seas to enable the existing Secondary Schools 
in the Region have as many Higher School 
Certificate Courses as possible. 

'Mr Oye: . Government is doing everything 
possible to recruit suitably qualified overseas . 
teachers for mir secondary grammar schools. 
In this conn~ction, . the fullest advantage. js 
being taken of offers of help under the 
United Kingdom and the Canadian Technical 
Assistance Schemes. 

In addition, the hon. Mem'ber will be 
interested to know that a Recruitment 
Mission, under the leadership of Mr J. J. 
Marinho, M.B.E., Commissioner in the Public 
Service Commission, is going to the United 
States of America shortly to try and engage 

I 

staff fo r both Government and Voluntary 
Agency institutions. The other members of . 
the Mission are Reverend Canon E. 0. 
Alayande, Principal of Ibadan Grammar 
School, and Mr H . M . B. Somade, Chief 
Inspector of Education in my Ministry (hear, 
hear). · 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL .WELFARE 
Number ·of Specialist Doctors 

Serving !n the Region ·. ' 

10/52. Mr B. 0 . Fawehinmi' asked the 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare to 
state the number of Specialists (Doctors) 
now serving at the various . hospitals in the · 
Western Region. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Health .and Social Welfare 
(Mr J; A. Ogunmuyiwa): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, there are thirteen Specialists· (Doctors) 
now serving at various hospital centres m 
the Region as foUows: · 
General Hospital, Benin 
General Hospital, ,Adeoyo, Ibadan 
General Hospital, Abeokuta 
Aro Hospital, Abeokuta ... 
General Hospital, Ijebu-Ode 
Health Auxiliary Training School, and · 

School of Hygiene, Eleiyele, Ibadan 
Chest Clinic · 

Total 

, TRADE . AND INDUSTRY 

Est~blishment of Leather Industry . 

1 
7 
1 
1 ' 
1 

' 1 
1 

13 
= 

10/70. Mr N. A. Adibi asked the Minister · 
of Trade and Industry whether Govern
ment would consider the advisability of 
establishing leather industry in the Region 
as soon as practicable. 

The Regional Min~ster in · the Ministry 
of Trade and Industry (Chief G. E . .. 
Ekwejunot"-Etchfe): As Members are aware 
cattle husbandry is not a major industry of 
the Western Region by reason ~f the preva
lence · of tsetse flies in the area. In conse
quence the raw materials, i.e., hide and skin, . 
which are the basic requirement for a 
leather industry, are not plentiful. 

In order to make the most of the limited 
supplies available my Ministry in co-operation 
with the Federal Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry sponsored the visit of a Hide and 
Skin Expert of , the Food and Agricultural 
Organisation of the United Nations. He has 
advised on methods -to improve small-scale 
tanning factories as basis for the production 

· of improved leather goods .. 

I 
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· . While . this report is being ·considered 
· every · possible assistance is being given in 
the meantime to assist leather workers and 

~ 'where possibh;, they are ·organised into 
co-:operative societies like the Oyo Co
operative Leather Workers Society. 

EDUCATIO.N 
· Promotion for Voluntary 

Agency and Private Teachers 

10/98. Mr I. A. Olukoju asked the 
Minister 'Of Education whether Government 
would consider the advisability of grunting 
'promotions to teachers ' of Voluntary Agency 
and Private Schools not only on the basis of 
examinations passed but also on efficiency and 
good reports as is done in the case of teachers 
in Government educational institutions and 
of Civil Servants. 

. . . 
The Parliamentary· Secretary to the 

· Minister of Education (Mr R. A . . Olusa): 
Teacpers in voluntary agency /priyate schoo.ls 
are not employees of G·overnment but the 
employees of the proprietors of the schools 
in · which they teach. The rules governing0 

promotions in the Civil Service cannot · 
therefore be applied to them. 

The Banjo Report contains observations on 
advancement prospects for teachers in volun
tary agency . schools which are under 
consideration by the Goyernment. 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
X-ray Apparatus 

10/142. Mr A. E. E. Atohengbe asked 
the Minister of-Health and Social Welfare to 
state why, in view of the ·huge sum of money 
provided under Head 7272 sub-head (4) of the 
Regio11:'s Current Year's Estimates for 

. Hospital Equipment, the X -ray Department 
of .the ·General Hospital in Benin City and 

· Warri respe.ctively were not adequately 
provided with appropriate X-ray apparatus 
.in order to cope' with the volume of work 
brought to beat upon them and why Warri 
and Agbor Stations respectively were left in 
the hands of unqualified staff despite the · 
effect of X-ray radiation on human body. 

. ¥r Ogun,muyiwa: The X -ray appara
tus .inBenin Ci:ty and .Warri are quite ade
quate for the hospitals although a bigger and 
more expensive machine would naturally be 
of some advantage. There j s no evidence 

. that the staff in Warri and A~bor hospitals 
are being unduly exposed to radifition. 

·There are two Radiographers in Benin City 
and one X-ray technician in-training. 
X -·ray workers are provided with films which 

they wear and from which the amount of 
radiation they receive can be measured and so 
far there is no evidence that ·any X -ray 
worker in this or ' any Region in Nigeria has 
been exposed unduly to radiation . .. 

Mr Atohengbe: May I a.sk the Parlia
mentary Secretary to give the size of the 
drying c~binet of the X-ray Machine. · 

The Minister of H e alth and Social 
Welfare (Chief J. 0. Osuntokun): You 
want to know the size of the X-ray cabinet? , 
Then give a notice of the question or how 
do you think the size can be known orally 
like that? (laughter). · 

Mr Speaker: Please give notice of that · 
question. 

/ 

EDUCATION 

Teachers' Registration Cards 
' • . 

10/155. Mr V. I. Amadasun asked. the 
Minister of Education why so many .teachers' 
Registration Cards are not claimed and are 
still lying in .. the Education Office at Benin 
City ··and also why there are no columns 
provided for addresses on these cards. 

.: Mr Olusa: A t~tal of about 508 teachers' 
Registration Cards belonging to uncertificated 
teachers still lie unclaimed at the Education 
Office, Benin, because the teachers concerned 
have most probably left Benin Province 
and no information is available about their 
present whereabouts. Many of them may 
have left the teaching profession. 

• • 1 

Some space · is provided at the back of 
the Registration Cards for addresses to be . 
written thereon but it was the policy in . . 
the early days of educational expansion in.~ ,.,; 
the Region (1955-56) that applications for 'jl. 

regis~ratiim by newly employed teachers ·: 
should be forwarded to my Ministry through ' a, 
the Provincial Education Offices, and · that ~· .. · ~ 
registration cards should also be forwarded J .. 
to the latter offices ' for distribution. to the .: , .. . ·. 
teachers. This method of distribution· has ~ · .:".. 
since been abandoned and registration cards 'r. • r 

are p.ow forwarded direct to teachers. , ,. ':~ , · .<l;L:, · 
. .{ .. : .. ·F ; 

Mr J. 0. Kehinde: Is the Minister of<··,·· . 
Education aware that so m,any teachers in ::..~~:! 
the Western Region have 'been registered-. i.w 
and their registration numbers . are not '· 
given to them? 

The Minister of Education 
On abamiro): I am not aware." 
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BUSINESS MOTION 

Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

The Minister of Finance and Leader of 
the House (Citief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): I beg 
to move that Standing Order 4 (2) be 
suspended this day to allow the House to 
continue sitting after 1.00 p.m. if necessary. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Chief A. 0. Adeyi): I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Question put and agreed to. 
' 

NOTICE OF BILL 

. Notice of the ,following Bill was given :
. 1. Local Governm.ent (Amendment) 
Law, No. 2 of 1961 (The Minister. of 
Local_ Government). " · · 

' ' "'!l ' ~ 

PRESENTATION AND FffiST READING 
. OF PUBLIC BILLS 

The following Bills were presented and 
read the First time: they were ordered to be 
read a Second time later:-

1. The Stamp Duties Bill, 1961 (The 
Minister of Finance). 

-. 2: The Education Law (Amendment) 
Bill 1961 (The Minister of Education). 

THE STAMP DUTIES 
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1961 

SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

·, . The Minister of Finance (Chief j. A. 0. 
!~ . • Odebiyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to move 

· that a Bill for a Law to amend the Stamp 
Duties Law be read a Second time. I have 
it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor in accordance. with section 26 (2) 

, of the Constitution of ' Western 'Nigeria 
to . convey his. recommendation for the 
consideration of this Bill. 

I 

... As explained in t·he foot-note to the Bill, 
); ., · copies of which have already been circulated 

to hon. Members, the main purpose of this 
Bill is to amend the Stamp Duties Law, 
Chapter 118, by providing in clauses 3 and 
the Schedule in Clause 4 for a fifty per cent 
increase in the amount of duties chargeable 
upon the several documents specified in the 
Schedule to that Law. The only documents 
which are not affected by this proposal are 
Receipts given for the payment of money 
amount!ng to two pounds or more, the duty 
payal;>le .in this respect remaining at the 
existing rate of two pence. 

L 

·-

. ' 

The increase proposed has beet?- agreed by 
the other Gbvernments 6f the Federation and 
it is the intention that it should take effect . 
from 1st April, 1961, simultaneously through-
out the Federation.. · ' 

Hon. Members may wish to know that the . 
question of reviewing the existing rates was 
initiated by thi5 Government as · far back as 
1957 for revenue reasons. 

In view of the criticisms which have b~en 
made from time to time that Government 
revenue is heavily dependable on export 
duties from our agricultural products, I am 
sure that both sides of the House will gladly 
welcome this bold step which is now being 
taken to step . up ·the amount . of revenue 
derivable from other sources apart . from 
agricultural products. , · · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg td move. 

Chief Adeyi: I beg to second . 

Question proposed. 

Mr G. I. Oviasu: We are not opposing 
this Bill but there is something strange 
about it which I want to mention. The 
introduction of this Bill seems to make a 
mockery of parliamentary democracy because 
before any law is applied the provisions of the 
Law ought to be debated in this House. 

· I tell you, Sir, that with effect from 1st April 
the Commissioner for Stamp Duties has been 
charging the 50 per cent before the Bill was 
passed. It is said ' that in a democracy no 
Law comes into effect without Parliament 
approving it. The Commissioner for Stamp 
Duties has been collecting the increase which 
has not been approved by this House. It is 
wrong for the Government in anticipation to 
come here and stream-roll any Bill. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is . 
" not true ·that because this Bill is deemed to 

have been effective from 1st April the 
Commissioner for Stamp Duties has started 
to collect the increase. -lf the hon. Member 
is s.erious he · should produce evidence . . 

. (Mr Oviasu produced evidence). (Loud cheers 
from Opposition Benches). 

Chief Odebiyi: The hon. Member is 
busy collecting documents. Mr Speaker, ' 
Sir, the documents are dated ·6th April. 
(Loud laughter from both sides). 

· Mr · Oviasu: Th~ law has not been 
pas~ed. That is why I say that it is in an#ci
patton. The man told me that he received 
authority to collect the duties. t;t 

. ' ... 
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As hon. Members may have observed 
Chief Odebiyi: ·Mr Speaker, Sir, I do from the explanatory notes at the bottom of 

J.mow of chemists selling their drugs but I the Bill, the intention is to obtain covering ' 
cannot understand the enthusiasm with which approval for excess expenditure under the 
the hon. Member is speaking 'about this law. non-statutory sub-heads. of the Pensions 
The Commissioner must have acted in and Gratuities Heads of the Estimates for 
accordance with the notice .in the Federal 1958-59. When the need for additional 
Government Gazette. It was agreement expenditure under the non-stfttutory subheads · 
reached by all Governments of the Federation. arose I exercised my powers of "virement" 
In any event, Sir, what I can tell the hon. to t~_ansfer anticipated savings from the 

·Member is that as a ·result of the postpone- Statutory sub-heads instead of seeking 
ment of the House for the Easter recess this · (unnycessarily, as it was then thought) the 
had to take place later but if the hon. Member _.Legislature's approval for additional provision 
felt very strongly about it ~he could __ go back ' under the Head. The Director of Audit, -
to the Commissioner for Stamp Duties: has however, observed in his teport on the 

· (1\llf R. A. Akinyemi rose). accounts of the Government for 1958-59 
that it is not proper to transfer fqnds from 

·Chief Odebiyi: Mr_Speaker, Sir, I have Statutory sub-heads which as hon. Members 
already wound up. know are a direct charge' o.n the Consolidated 
. Mr i'tinyemi: When he WflS winding Revenue Fund to meet unforeseen expend
up lie could have told the Speaker that he was iture under the non-statutory sub-heads which 
doing so. were subject to the vote of the Legislature. 

A Supplementary Appropriation is, therefore, 
I move that the necessary to cover the excess expenditure 

in question. .. 
Chief N. A. B. Kote>ye; 

question 'be now put. 

The Parliamentary Secretary ·to the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural 

. Resources (AlhaH Z. A. Opaleye): I beg 
to second. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Alhaji Opal eye: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
Question,. put and agreed to, pursuan~ to 

Standing Order 32 (5). 
· Original Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly reai a Second time and 
ord~red for Committee' immediately. 

In the Committee. 
Clauses 1-4 agreed to. 
Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Bill reported without. amendment read the 
Third time and passed. 

THE 1958-59 SUPPLEMENTARY 
APPROPRIATION BILL 

SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

Chief Odebiyi: I rise to move the 
Second· Reading of a Bill for a Law to make 
Supplementary provision for the services of 
the Western Region for the year ending on 
.the 31st . day of March, 1959 additionally 
'to that made under the 1958-59 Appropria
tion (Nos 1 and 2) Laws. I have it in 
command from His Excellency the Governor 
in accordance with section 26 (2) of the 
Constitution of Western Nigeria to convey 
his recommendation for the consideration 
of this Bill. 

Further Debate ·on the Bill adjourned till 
tomorrow Friday, 7th April, 1961, pursuant 
to Standing Order 70. 

·-
THE 1959-60 SUPPLEMENTARY 

'APPROPRIATION BILL 
SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

Chief Odebiyi: I rise to move the· 
Second Reading of a Bill for a law to make ·. 
Supplementary provision ;.for the ,services of 
the Western Region for the year ending on 
the 31st day of March, 1960 additionally · 
to that made under the 1959-60' Appropria
tion Law and the 1959-60 Supplementary 
Appropriation (N9s. 1, 2 and 3) Laws. I 
have it in command from His Excellency . 

·the Governor in accordance with Se'ction r' ~, 
26 (2) of the Constitution of Western Nigeria .;:) ' .. 
to convey his recommendation for the · ~ ., : : 
consideration of this Bill. •';, .- ' o/1~.:; 

When the accounts for 1959-60 . were 
closed, it was found that expenditure · had -· 
been incurred ur,1der the Heads of the 
1959-60 Estimates shown in the Schedule to · 
the Bill in excess of the sums approved by. -~ 
the Legislature. The over-expenditure arose · 
from the fact that the requirements under .~ 
various sub:. heads were under-estimated ' in 
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the first instance. Unfortunately, the 
Accounting Officers responsible for the 
Heads of expenditure did not realise that 

'i. · 1 · ~heir votes were overspent until the accounts 
Li 1, ' for the year were made up. As the over
•i~' : ;· expenditure under individual sub-heads will 
!: )~· be examined in detail by the Public Accounts 

II • . 
'r 
\' 
" 

Committee, I -.do not wish to trouble the 
House with explanations for the items which 
have caused the excesses to which this Bill 
relates. 

This Bill is necessary because the Legisla
ture approves not only the proposed total 
expenditure but also the provision for each 
Head of the Estimates. I would like to 
emphasise, therefore, that the presentation 
of this Bill does not mean that the total 
sums appropriated in 1959-60 were exceeded.' . 
In actual fact, there was a total under
expenditure of ' £8 million approximately, 
made up as follows: 

· ·· Recurrent 'Budget ·; 
Capital Budget 

679,766 
7,466,161 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Chief'Adeyi: I beg to second. 

Further Debate on the Bill adjourned till 
ton:zorrow, Friday, 7th April, 1961, pursuant 

· to Standing Order 70. 
' ' 

Tim 1960-61 SUPPLEMENTARY 
APPROPRIATION BILL 

SECOND . . READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to move the Second Reading of a Bill for a 
law to make Supplementary provision for 
the services of the Western Region. for the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 1961 
additionally to that made under the 1960-61 
Appropriation Law, 1960 and the 1960- 61 
Supplementary Appropriation (Nos 1 and 2) · 
Laws. 

I have it in command from His Excellency 
the •Governor in accordance with section·· 
26 (2) of the C'onstitution of Western Nigeria 
to convey his recommendation f9r the 
introduction of th~s Bill. 

6£ the total supplementary expenditure of 
£3,490,,035 which is covered by the Bill; 
£2,4-~2,290 is in · r~pect of the recurrent 
Budget and £1,047;745 is for capital expend= 
iture. As Members w.ill see from Schedule 
I to lhe Bill only £1,192,930 represents true 
additional expenditure. The sum of 
£1,2:i(I,OOO, shown . under Head 327 is for 

the transfers which it i~ proposed to ,make 
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund as 
follows: 

(1) To Capital Expenditure 
. and Development · Fund 

(2) Personal Advances Fund 
1,000,000 . 

250,000 

I should explain that appro~al of . the 
Legislature for most · of the addition'al 
provision sought under the bill has been 
anticipated in accordance with section 56 (3) 
of the Constitution. A few items, however, 
are in respect of known liabilities which still 
have to be cleared before_the accounts for 
the year are closed. . Although on the face 'of 
it, it would appear that expenditure for 1960-
61 · would exceed · the provision so far 
authorised by the Legislature, the fact is that 
the final accounts will show total actual 
expenditure to be much less than the total 
provision authorised. These supplementary ' 
appropriations are necessary because the vote 
for each service has to ,be apprpved separately . 
by the Legislature. Even if a saving ·of 
£1 million is expected under one Head of the 
Estimates, it is still necessary to obtain jhe 
approval of the Legislature . for an additional 
expenditure of only £1,000 under another 
Head. I have already stated .iri my Budget 
Speech that actual recurrent. expenditure for 
1960-61 is likely to reach £19,288,240 only, 
whereas the total approved provision after 
the passing of this Bill will ·amount to .• 
£22,781,656. 

On the capital side, over £700,000 of the 
additional provision .'for which approval . is . 
sought is made up of revote's of unspent , 
balances in previous year's votes. 

There are only two items in the Supple
mentary Estim2.'.:es which I think need any 
special mention by me. Under Head 324, 
sub-head 18, provision is made to meet · 
interests payable in respect of overdraft . 
facilities afforded by the Crown Agents' Joint · 
Consolidated Fund. These overdrafts are 
raised from time to time y.rhen there is a lag 
between current receipts and exp~nditure,· 
and the sale of securities at a much greater 
loss is thereby avoided. 

The · additi~nal provision of £500,000 
unde.r Head 330, sub-head 42 for Primary 
Education grants-in..,aid is .a result of the : 
introduction of new arrangements for the 
payment of grants to Voluntary Agencies, 
etc. The new system is designed to eliminate 
the causes of delay in the payment of teachers' 
salaries. Payments which, . under the old 

' I 
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arrangements ; wotild not . ha¥e been made 
before the first quarter of 1961-62 had had 
to be made during the last quarter of the 
current financial year. 

·Mr -Speaker, Sit, I beg to 'move. 
. I . . . . 

· Chief Adeyi: I beg to second. 
Further .Debate on 'the Bill adjozaned till. 

tomorrow, Friday, 'lth April, 1961, pursuant 
to Standing Order 70. 

THJE 1961-62 APPROPRIATION BILL 
SECOND READING . 

· Adjourne;d Debate on the Question (27th 
March).- "That the Bill be read a Second 
iime". 
· Question proposed. 

Mr Oviasu :. The attitude of the Opposi
tion to this Appropriation Bill is not to 
be a party to ariy plan which deceives the 
public . and so the Opposition oppose this 
Bill. 

The . Government has voted £39 million 
· for the services of this Region. · If you look 
· carefully into the estimates and to· the speech 
delivered by the hon. Minister of Finance, 

·· 'Mr Speaker, Sir, you will find that it will 
be. practically impossible . to get that amount. 
Apart from the already £11 million which. 
is · being voted, the hon. Minister of Finance 
has told us th~t the possibility of getting 
money to finance the various projects 
enumerated in the estimates will depend 
upon the availability of the money to be got 
as a result of loans from the Marketing Board, · 
and we l{now, Sir; that the Marketing Board · 
is already in a chronic financial contingency. · 

. ' 

'Although . the Estimates· appear to reflect 
good distribution of amenities, ·we are very 
sure, Sir, that ·in the end most of these 
projects will fail as before because this 
Govt rnment is very clever in deceiving the 
masses. Yesterday I cited this instance of its 
cleverness in deceiving the masses when I 
referred to the sum of £115,000 which, in the 
1960-~61 estimates, was earmarked for the 
construction . of Technical Institute, Benl.n, 
which surri, up till now, has not been 
expeuded on that project but which now has 
b~7en quoted . as savings. Then the Minister of 
Finance had . the effrontery to challenge me. 
I can prove that' this sum has not been spent. 
So is the case with the fund for Edo College. 
Besides, the sum of £130,000 also in respect 
of Midwest Secretariat also was not expended. 
All these sums were consequently quoted as 
savings by the hon. Minister of Finance and 
yet will anybody say that · this amounts to 

fair distribution ·of amenities Yth~oi.ighptit . 
the. Region. . . 

In· another way, this GoV;ernment ;misuse~ 
funds. We know certain part~ of.this Region 
where particular crops thrive better- than 
others but which crops do not thrive very· well 
in oth~r localities. Some areas are best 
suited for cocoa, others for rubber, and so on. 
As for rubber, we know that the Midwest 
is the na.tural home for it. Yet the Western 
Region Government has spent about 
£900,000 on the introduction of rubber into 
Ijebu area, an area not naturally suited to 
rubber. This is a . question of the· Govern
ment's squandermania and selfishness, and' 
an evidence of the fact that amenities are not 
evenly distributed in the '· Region .............. . 
(Interruption). Even so, the rubber crees 
planted in that area are not growjng .......... .. 
(Interruption) . ........ (laughter!). 

Mr Speaker: The rubber trees planted .· 
there are growing: ...... .. (laughter). · · · · 

Mr Oviasu: They may be growing but . 
not well. 

Another question of the Government's · 
squandermania lies in the . · appointment 
of twenty-six Ministers here in th!s Region 
with Ministers within the Ministries, each 
of them drawing allowances, while they do 
not know how to' present Bills ; yet they are 
paid fantastic amounts of money-. Yesterday, 
in this hon. House, a Minister showed his 
incompetence by his inability to reply to 
Governor's Speech from · the Throne. In 
fact, many Members of the Opposition raised ' 
many points to which they did not reply. 
The han. Minister of Health made a foolery 
of himself, also did the Minister of Finance 
.... .' ....... (jeers) ......... as well as the hon .. 
Premier too .......... .. (jeers) (laughter). · • ·· 

The industrial projects in Western Region 
are many. We went to visit many. of them 
and saw a diversity of projects into which 
investment had been made. We often hear 
this Government claitl).ing to champion the 
course of the masses and that it is endeavour
ing to raise the standard of living of the people·. 
We visited Ewekoro Cement . Factory and 
learnt of the enormous size of its weekly 
output which are marketed by foreign .firms 
like the G. B .. Ollivant, U.A.C., Gottschalk, 
Leven tis, and so on to ·the • negligence of 
many Nigerian businessmen who would like 
to be distributors of this cement output · but 
are denied· the opportunity. Well, is this the 
way to raise the standard of living of these 
people? 

Cocoa is the main economic stay of this 
Region. The Western Region Marketing 
Board was not able to finance cocoa fanners. 
As nothing can be done regarding the fallen 
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:price of cocoa in the worid market, why can 
(the Government not subsidise the cocoa 
+farmers for at least two years? If, in fact, 
there has been no squandermania on the part 

Jbf this Government, it would have been 
, possible to ·do so. The sum of £3 mllion 
. ·was secretly diverted from the Marketing 

· · 'B.oard . into the Nigerian Investment ." Pro
perties · Co. Ltd. whose members are the top 
notchers of the Action Group. Because of 
this plunder, they were not able to subsidise 
the cocoa famers. 
· I ·am sure that if this side of the House . 
were -in power, .. this fate ~ould not ' have 

, befallen the cocoa· farmers. . This in fact is a 
conspiracy by .the Government for they play 

4 • on the ignorance of th!! people by continuing 
to deceive the masses of the people. 
• "0 conspiracy, 

Sham'st thou to show thy dangerous brow 
by night, · _. 

When evils are most free? 
Then, . by day, where will thou find a 

cavern dark enough, 
To mussle thine monstrous vissage. 
.Seek -none, conspiracy, hide it in smiles and 

affab.ili ty; · 
For if thou puts thy native emblance on, 
Not .. Erebus itself were dark enough to 

hide thee from detection." · 
That day will surely come when Erebus 

itself will not be dark enough to prevent 
thell). from being caught and that will mean 
the exit of the Action Group Government. 
That day is not far . .' .... (Cheers and applause' 
from Opposition Benches.) 

Mr Speaker: 'May I call the attention of 
hon. Members to Standing Order No. 69, 
rule 2: 

"After the· Motion for the Second 
Reading of the Bill has been made and 
seconded the debate thereon shall be 
adjourned . for not less than two days ;:tnd 
when resumed shall be confined to 'the 
financial and economic state of the Western 
Region of N}geria and the Western Region 
Governmnet' s financial policy; and . the 
influence on them of the economic and 
financial state of the Federation of Nigeria 
and the Federal Government's financial 
policy. Detailed items ,in the Estimates 
may not be debated on S.~cond Reading. 
Two days shall be allotted for the Second 
Reading of the Bill and at the hour appointed 
for the interruption of business on the last 
of such a'Ilotted aays Mr Speaker shall 
put the questions necess;try to bring the 
proceedings on the Second Reading to a 
conclusion.. Provided that if the que~tiort 

on Second Reading be agreed to on. a day 
earlier than the last day . so allotted any 
day or days ·thus saved . may be added to 
those allotted under paragraph (5) . of 
this Order". 
This is for the be~efit of new Members 

and I shall see to it that it is adhered to 
as strictly as possible. 

~r R. A. Akinyemi: 'The Opposition is 
act1ve. We must first of all change the 
financial policy of this Action Group Govern
ment. What is their finan~ial . policy? On 
what is the economy of this Region 
dependent? From what source does the 
Region derive . its wealth? It is cocoa. 
For five years the Action Group Government 
has told the cocoa farmers in the bushes 
that they would ·offer higher prices for their · 
COCOa l{~'lOWing well what will obtain OU the • 
world cocoa market. And ·instead of the 
Government to do something · in order to 
help the cocoa farmers all they do is to be 
giving loans to the top notchers of the Action 
Group at the expense of the people of Western · 
Nigeria. I will not go into details: (Inter 
ruptions). · 

I shall not heckle the Membe~s of the 
Government Front Bench but if they insist 
on heckling me thus I 'shall not hesitate ' to 

· retaliate. 

I say this that there are some of these 
. people who instead of using the money in a 
way to bring more and more money to the 
coffers of the Western Region Government, 
squander what is left. (Government Benches: 
That is not correct. Sit down). I would not 
heckle the front benchers on the other side of 
the House but as for the back benchers of the 
Action Group I know what to do. Now, 
the Government Of the Western Region is 
trying, I appreciate the point, to establish · 
industries in order to raise the standard of 

·living of the people and get more money to • 
the coffers of the Government but I would 
make it dear that in doing so although the 
Government appear to the . public as. 
protecting their· interest, 1 say on the · floor 
of this House that all these things are being 
done at the expense of the public in order to 
satisfy some of the top notchers of the 
Action Group who lost elections. For . 
instance when the Action Group was con- . 
testing the last election there was a top 
notcher who gave them £21,000 and I knew 
that from the land acquisition they gave that 
particular individual £600 per acre and 
the Minister of Lands and Housing has in 
his Ministry an agent: (Government Benches : 
Bring a sitbstal'ltive motioll) . . · I am not 
bringing a motion. 

; I .· ,. 

. . 
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Chief Odebiyi: Standing Orqer 27 (6). making money available for themselves from 
"No l.Vember shall impute irp.proper motive the limited resources of this Region. - They 
to any oti:1er Member." The hon. Member have a Minister of Education and a Regional 
is suggesting that the Minister of Lands Minister in the Ministry of Education. 
and Housing has an agent. To do what Sir? They both earn £3,000 each. 
I think that is improper motive. If the 
hon. Member is sure he • should come to 
the .House with a substantive motion or 
go outside the House to repeat this. 

Mr Akinyemi: I said, Mr Speaker; Sir, 
that there are . agents in the Ministry for 

. this particular man. This your man had 
£600 per acre on land acquired at Ikeja. 
Every time the Minister of Finari'ce jumps 
up to in~errupt. 'He does not want us to 
talk and the truth will come. · All their 
people are directors in the business-all 
of them Action Group members. 

Mr ~peaker.: Oh ·yes, I agree with you, 
the Cbait;ffian of ·the Housing Corporation 
is a member of the Action Group. 

; Mr Akinyemi: They pay them fabulous 
money, some £3,000, and I have to say 
that · as far as I am concerned from my 
experience of · the Action Group for the 
·past ten years (Government .Benches: where · . 
were you then?) they use the money of the 
Western Region people to organise the 
Action . Group Party in order to return to 
power. There is nothing they do not do. 
If you want to get loan from them if you 
are not a member of the Action Group 
you won't get it. · There is even an allegation 

, . ·· ·that Governm.ent contracts· are awarded to 
AGtion Group contractors and why do they 
do that? All these members will be 
made to pay money back to the coffers of 
the Action Group. If you are awarde"d 
a contract and that contract is to cost the 
Government £20,000, the Minister who will 
award the contract will award it for about 
£50,000. (Government Benches: Minister, 
awarding' contract?) 

Chief Odebiyi: Stand~ng . Order 26. I 
' have never heard of a Minister awarding 
contract at all much less talk of a contract 
or £20,000 given out for £50,000. Mr 
Spe~ker, Sir, l think your ruling ought to 
prevail on this particular case. 

Mr Speaker: Apart from my knowledge 
of the fact that Ministers don't award 
contracts in this Regoin I deem it an infringe
ment. of the Standing ..Orders -to impute dn 
mproper motiv~ about any Minister that he 

gives out contract of £20,000 for £50,000. 

Mr Akinyemi: · I withdraw that (Govern
ment Benches: Shame l) Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
say this, the Action Group Government are 
so clever in deceit. They are so clever in 

Mr Speaker: That shows · that one is 
not superior to the other. 

Mr Akinyemi: You keep two Ministers 
in a Ministry. In the Federal territory 
there is a Minister (Government Benches: 
without cabinet rank) who earns less than 
£3,000. · (Chief Odebiyi: What about the 
Provincial Commissioners in the East? NCNC 
organising secretaries). 'r · have always told 
the Leader of the House that he is exp_~cted 
to lay good example and when a Front 
Bencher like myself is talking he has no right 
to heckle. · Wh~n he does it I will not 
hesitate to retort. (Leader of the House: ]. 
am praising you.) We. passed a Motion ·here 
the other time empowering this Govern
ment to make an application to. the Federal 
Government for a loan · of £30 million. 
Now the estimate as it stands is about £52 · ' 
million. · 

You don't know whether the Federal 
Government will help you or not. The 
Government, as I ha\'C said have good' 
intention on paper but when it comes to the 
practical side of implementing any particular 
thing they do not do it. The Actio.:1 Group 
Government only enrich the pockets of their 
puppets and organising secretaries. 

Mr J. A. Awopeju: Mr Speak~r, Sir, I am 
really very sorry that the hon. Gentleman from 
Ikeja South has indulged in his usual pranks 
by saying that the · Action Group Govern
ment of this Region is finding job for the 
good boys. The allegation of finding job 
for good boys and chairmanship for top 
notching· Groupers is so monotonous that it 
sounds discordant and gives staccato sounds' . 
in ev~ry honest man's ears. The accusation 
is rank irresponsibility .and flippant levity on 
the part of the hon. Member for Ikeja 
South. Now, it was asked whether the 

· leopard can change its spots or the Ethiopian 
his skin. I would have thought that if my 
goGd Friend cannot change his spots he 
should change his sports. This melodramatic . 
performance is trite, haclmeyed and oft 
repeated. 

For the information, edification and correc
tion of the hon. Gentleman the ·. Budget 
presented by the hon. Minister of Finance is 
not unbalanced as alleged by my hon. · 
Filend. I · advert my hon. and learned 
Friend to the definition bf a balanced Budget 
by referring him to Hugh Dalton's "Public 



... 
;1 •. 

321 1961-62 Appropriation 6TH APRIL, 1961 ·Bill- Second Reading 322 

(MR AWOPEJU] 

Finance" at page 301. There it · is said 
"A budget is balanced when . expenditure 
does not exceed revenue." 

Now you always talk of a bank being on 
the brink of bankruptcy and Government 

. being on the brink of bankruptcy whereas 
the Leader of the Opposition is riding a big 

. car costing over £3,000 when the others are · 
languishing in abject poverty and you come to 
this House to say what is not acceptable to 
the people of Western Region. I think it is .. 
high time that the melodramatic perfor
mance of my Friend must be stopped. 
I assure him that this is not an election 
platform; we come here for serious business 
and I do think that my hon. ·and learned 
Friend will now learn that all these motives· 
are uncalled for. .And I do think that the 
hon. Member for Ikeja South will be warned 
not to repeat them again. 

The Government . Chief Whip (Mr 
N. A~ B. Kotoye): : Mr Speaker, Sir, I would 
not like to deal with the childish .... .. (shouts 
of sit down, sit down, sit down from t)ze 
Oppos~tion Benches) . ..... I would not like to 
de~l with the childish display of ignorance by 
my hon. Friend, the Member for Ikeja South, 
but I would like to inform him, through 
Mr Speaker and some other Members from 
the other side of the House and others 
outside this· House who would think that 
there is some truth in what he has said. · · 

It was said yesterday by the Minister of 
Finance and that statement has not been 
challenged by the Leader of th.e Opposition. 
He also mentioned the Marketing Board 
money being used by the Government. 
We are proud that we are doing this and 
the Ghana Government, I mean the Ghana 
Republican Government, which Government 
is held in very high esteem by members of 
the Opposition, finances itself with ' funds 
belonging to the farmers and from funds 
provided by the Marketing Board in Ghana. 
Nobody has said that this policy is unwise or 
destructive. After all said and done, the 
majority of the· people , of this Region are 
farmers and their children are farmers, 
the amenities . provide,d . by this money 
are to be enjoyed by the .. farmers and their 
children. 

The hon. Member also made mention of 
the loan -- made to the National Investment 
Property Company Limited. The hon. 
Premier said during the last meeting that 
the arrangement between the Marketing 
Board and this organisation is not one which 
is a secret. Everybody knows that the 
surplus funds of the Marketing Board are 

intended to be invested in order to realise 
interest, · and this has something to do with 
the economic progress of this Region and 
those who are interested in the economic 
progress of · this 'R.egion should not have 
something to say against this move by the 
Government .. Surely, if we are going to 
achieve that economic progress we should go . 
ahead to invest the funds of the Marketing 
Board, but not in the United Kingdom or . 
in the .United States ·of America. What this 
Government has done through the Marketing 
Board in providing substantial loaQ. to the 
National Investment Property Company 
Limited is to invest funds of the Marketing 
Board in Nigeria for the purpose of providing 
economic progress, employment and avenues 
for· 'development for the people · of this 
country in general, and the people of this 
Region in particular; and . I believe that 
if the Leader of the Opposition is in this 
House, because he lives in Lagos and sees 
how from day to day sky-scrapers are 
springing up and if one of these sky
scrapers is being put up by an organisation 
fully backed by investment from local source · 
to compete with these expatriate firms, and 
indeed this is in active competition, he ~ould 
be proud of such an organisation and its sky
scrapers. 

My hon. colleague, the Member for Ikeja 
South, made another irresponsible attack ori. . . 
the Minister of Lands and Housing with 
regard to the acquisition of land at Ikeja. 
Luckily, my hon. Friend is a lawyer and he 
knows that the proper place to ~ake such a 
complaint is not this House. I · would say 
this, Sir, that the same amount of £600 per 
acre which this, Government is paying for the 
very valuable land at Ikeja is thesame arriount · 
which the Federal Government is also paying 
for the same type of land located in this same 
area. . If the hon. Member is not aware ' of 
this he can investigate the acquisition of the 
par:cel of land f~om: the Military Depot along 
the road leading to Ikeja and he will find 
that the Federal Government is paying the 
same amount. And, though not necessarily 
infringing the jurisdiction of the- Court in 
dealing with the matter, I would say that 
the Government would be quite prepared 
to pay the amount, with evi'derice of local 
estate by any person . owning any land there. 

There is also another point which has been 
made, and this is the criticJsm of the chairmen 
of public corporations in which this Govern
ment hns invested money . . I nm sure , 
speaking · too for Meq1bers from this side of 
the House, that we are very proud of the 
activities of the people, I mean the young men 
who are manning the various posts. (Cheers 
from Go.vernment Benches.) 

; I 
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. As a matter of fact. from day to day when 
·'I 'make the comparison of the Government 

·- of this Region and that of the Eastern Region 
. ! "continue to feel deeply right to continue to 

support the Action Group. We have, 
since the inception of the W.N.D.C. 
under the new dispensation, always 
had one single 'chairman, ,in the person of 
Mr Alfred Rewane. In the Eastern Region 
.during the same period the chairmanship of 
the E.N;D.C. has been changed on not less 
than two occasions because of the incom
petence · of the people. We established the 
Printing Corporation in the Western Region 
and the NCNC Government of Eastern 
Region are attempting to copy the Printing 
Corporation, and not a single paper has 
been printed. And the same thing can be 
said of the Pharmaceutical Corporation, the 
·Tourist Corporation and others. Since the 
· inception of these Corporations in the 
Western Region, there has not been a single 

' . " cause for regret.. . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if anybody should 
complain of members of political parties being 
appointed t1) the public corporations, surely 
the han. Member for Ikeja will be the last 
person to do so, because when he failed tl;le 
last Federal election, he was in the wilderness · 
for six months begging the Federal Prime 
Minister for appointment to .one of the public 

• bodies controlled by the Federal Government. 
I. am personally happy· that . at last he has 
succeeded. .. . 

There has been another allegation made 
against this Government in · regard to the 

· award of contracts. And if I may say this, 
Sir, the cost of contracts awarded in the 
Western Region by the Action Group 
Government of the Western Region is the 
fowest • in the whole of the Federation of 
Nigeria and I hope Members of th_e Opposi~ 
tion will agree with me that where it cost-s 
any of the other Governments in · the Federa
tion £7,000 to construct a mile of road, it costs 
us only £5,000 and we do know why the 
contracts awarded by the Federal Govern
ment are always so costly. I would like the 

· hon. Member for lkeja South to know that 
·our Ministers in the Western Region have 
integrity and have reput~tion. Here in the 
Western Region, there are no · Ministers 
who put their wives' names on the directorship 
of private companies . Here in the \Vestern 
Region there is no ~.inis~er ·who would 
put the name of a fict).twu,# woman, care a 
Post Office Box iri Sapele, in order to be able 
to earn dividends from p rivate companies. 
If this is your experience of us, we do sympa
thise witl;l you but this is not our experi,ence. 

I am really very happy that we have all these 
responsible persons manning the Government 
of this Region and this i~ why, from time to, 
time, the Government of this Region will 
continue to rule- ! mean the Action Group' 
party will continue to rule- this Region. · · 

·I am happy that my hon. and learned 
Friend, the Member fpr Remo North; has 
been ab~~ to educate the .. M ember for Ikeja 
South on the meaning of a balanced budget.
! can only endorse w.qat he has said, by 
directing the attention of the Members 
on the other side, through Mr Speaker, to the 
Budgets of the Eastern Region and the 
Northern Region. · 

Only less than a year ago the Government 
of this Region surrendered the sum of £1! 
million in respect of tax to the people by · 
reducing the minimum tax payable by any 
person to £1 17s 6d. It is also known that 
during this period of twelve months the 
Government has had short-fall 'in its esti
mated revenue on export duty and we do 
know that this unfortunate a~pect had 
befallen the Eastern Government and the 
Northern Government. But what · do we 
find? The _Eastern Government which only 
a little while ago was boasting that it could· 
continue, to buy cocoa at £160 per ton 
could only budget for £70,000 net surplus; 
Surely, we now know that all the time when 
the Premier of the Eastern Region was . 
boasting to the people of this country that -. 
they c_an purchase cocoa at £160 per ton l;le 
was talking, like the han. Member for Ikeja 
South, to the gallery and not the people of 
this Region. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 
Mr P. V. Okwesa: Mr Speaker Sir, the 

attitude of Her Majesty's Opposition to this . 
Budget has been clearly stated: that we can
not ·subscribe to the policy of deceiving the 
masses. If we look at this Estimate on paper
we may think that all is well ·with the Action 
Group Government of the Western Region. 
We are called upon to vote £19,132,510 for 
Rec,].urent Expenditure . I -read·· it again,· 
£19,132,510 for Recurrent Expenditure and 
£19,144,570 for Capital Expenditure. 

Why do we say that we cannot subscribe 
to the policy of deceiving the masses? We 
know that these sums of money are not going · 
to be judiciously used. We know that the 
money is bo'und.•to go the way it had always 
gone in the past. We know that a good
deal of the money is going to . be transferred· 
no doubt into · the coffers of the Action. 
Group as a party. We must keep on saying~ 
these things because, from our past e~perience
this has continued to be what it has always 
been with the Action Group Government. 
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Now one thing that strikes me is this 
attitude of self-approbation. It is always 
present in the speeches of hon. Members 
on the Action . Group side, right from 'the 
Governor down to the dullest back-bencher 
on ... that side. (Opposition Members: Fire 

. them). ;J .• ~ , , 

Mr Speaker: Did you spe~k about the 
Governor? · 

Mr Okwesa: No. (Government Benches: 
You swallow it). Mr Speaker Sir, I noticed 
one fact in the Budget Speech of the Minister 
of Finance this year; that is to say, he has 

· failed to christen his Budget . . In the past 
we have }:leard him christen his Budget as 
"Prosperity Budget". But whether he names 
it or not the Budget has taken a name on its 
own ·accord-it is "Adversity Budget." Why 

·do. 1 I say this? ·. I . heard . that there was 
difficulty in balancing this Budget. . It took 
the. Govenirne,nt a good deal of time to get 
this Budget, balanced, and the fact is testified 

· to by the retrenchment which I understand 
is going on among the workers of the Govern
ment particularly in the Ministry of Works 
and Transport. . 

Mr Speaker Sir, ·last year we heard the 
Minister of Finance talking about prudent 
administration in the . management of the 
affairs of this Region. I don't think that the 
Minister of .Finance really meant what he 
said ox said what he meant, because if this 
Government had been prudent in the' adminis
tration and management of the affairs of this 
Region cocoa prices would not have been 
reduced. (Opposition Members: Good talk.) 
It is lack, of foresight on the part of the 
Government and therefore lack of prudence 
in the management and control of the affairs 
of this Region. 

Now, why do I say that this Budget 
appears very good on paper? Because in the 
actual working of the Government and in 
trying to implement the proposal,s shown to 
us here on paper the Government is bound 
to fail woefully. 

It is my experience that Government is 
making attempt to go into the field of 
industry, to -industrialise not the whole of the 
Region but a section' of it. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
if this Government had in the past taken 
care to distribute industrial projects evenly 
throughout the Regidh, I would not quarrel, 
but I can assure you that during our Parlia
mentary Delegation to Ikeja and Agege on 
the ."24th - of last rnonth, hon. Members, 
particularly those from the Midwest were 
forced to shed teats. Why did they shed 

·-

tears? It is the thought of seeing .only a 
secti.on of the Region being · tra.nsformed 
rapidly into an industrial region while another 
section has been left uncared for . and un
developed. I, however, take , consolation . in 
the fact that the Midwest Region is soon to be 
created and we are going to teach the Action 
G roup of the \Vtlstern Region how to manage 
the affairs of a Government to the satisfaction. 
of all concerned. . · . . ' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this discriminatory 
attitude of this Western Region Government 
has been agitating the minds of a good many . 
people in the Region. Now let me cite one 
example. 

Mr Speaker : I like you to relate it to the 
financial policy. 

,' Mr Okwesa: Yes, I am relating it' to the 
financial policy of Government of the. Region-. 
Here, for example, I see a sum of £5,464,410 
being voted for Roads · and Bridges. . You 
may not believe me, but the fact is there 
located beyond the reach of argument, that not · 
one mile of road has yet been tarred , in the 
Ndosimili District of Aboh Division and 
yet we talk of . prudent ' administration 
and management of the affa~rs of this Region'. 
If there is any district in this Region that ' 
needs very many bridges to be constructed 
and needs roads to be· tarred, it is the 
Ndosimili District. (Government Members: 
How many miles of land have you?) . You 
don't talk of land in terms of miles, you 
talk of land in square miles. Y oti can 
say how many square miles you have in yqur 
area. Unless you are talking of miles of land 
along a straight road! .· ) • 

' 
I am telling you that your Development 

Policy has ,been one-sided. It is discrimina- . 
tory in outl9ok. I will again prove· this atti- ·· 
tude of disc.rimination in the Action ·Group 
Government of the Western Region. Let me 
go to Agricultural Development. Here we 
have a sum of £175,760 being devoted for the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resour:.. 
ces. W .ell, that is a huge sum, but is that 
Ministry worth its name? (Opposition 
Members: No.). (Government Members: 
Yes.) I say "No" because while we were on 
parliamentary delegation to Agege we saw,' 
as we saw last yeflr at Fashola, poultry fart'Il 
project and dairy farm project in progress. 
How many of such projects can we see in the . 
Midwest area? Is the Midwest not a .part 
and parcel of this Region? Is the Minister 
of Midwest Affairs not aware that an area, 
which comes under his . portfolio. IS being_ . 
discriminated against? 
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Now then have we any !"arm Institute 

in the Midwest?· Have we any Dairy 
Farin project in· the Midwest? Then again, 
the · gigantic aluminium factory and the 
gigantic asbestos factory at Ikeja: at first 

. sight, it appears to prove this Government 
being sincere in its determination to industria
lise the Region, but these industries arc being 
sited only iri one section of the Region and that 
is the Y oruba West. We have no such 
thing in the Midwest. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Leader of the House 
said that there are certain factors that lead 
to th~ localisation of industries. I wish 
to tell you that these factors are present 
in the Midwest. 

Why is it Sir, that we did not go to Benin, 
.Ughelli, Asaba, Ashaka, !shari, etc., and so 
. forth in the Midwest to see projects sited 
there, we cannot go there because nothing is 
sited there. The Action Group has made 
up its mind to ·site all industries in the 
Y oruba West because they were afraid of 
the creation of the Midwest State. The 
fact remains that up till now the public fund is 
for the' Region as a whole and we in the 
Midwest are part Qf the owners of this 
sum, that shows . that the Government has 
not been very prudent. If the Minister for 
Midwest Affairs calls himself a real Midwes
terner he should ·resign from the Ministry. 

Now, Sir, the Aluminium Factory. If I did 
· .not go to Ikeja to see this Aluminium Factory 

I might think that the kettle, the tea pots 
and, casseroles and all things made of alumi
nium were made in England or i!l other pirts 
of Europe but m:y visifto Ikeja ............. : .. .. 

Mr Anuku: Mr Speaker, Sir, point of 
· Order. Order 33; "Subject to paragraph (2) 
of this Order, no Member shall be entitled 
to address the House or a Committee of 
the whole House for more than thirty 
minutes on an:Y subject." 

Mr Speaker: It seems as if the hon. 
Gentleman's time is faster than mine ............ . 
(loud cheers from Opposition Benches). 

Mr Okwesa: Mr Speaker, Sir, if I was 
not a member of this delegation to the 
Industrial Projects at Ikeja I would think 
that these things were made in some other 
parts of the world and not in Nigeria and 
even · Qne member of the Action .. Group 
from the Midwest bought a set of aluminium 
wares to show to his children in Benin 
Division what the Action Group is doing 
in ' the Y oruba West. Little would he think 
what the result. of that showing would be 

and I· am sure that his children would 
curse him- for belonging to the Action 
Group that discriminate against the develop
ment. of his own area in preference to the · 
development of the Y oruba We.st. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, 'continuing my attempt 
to portray this Government as· the Govern
ment full of discrimination would take up all 
o'ur· time. · 

Mr Speaker: It appears this will be 
a convenient time for a short break. 

Sitting suspended at 12.00 noon. 
Sitting resumed at 12.45 p.m. 

Mr Okwesa: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
brought up many points to show why we 
of the Opposition refuse to subscribe to the 
policy of discrimination and ·the policy of 
squandermania.: ... . (interruptions). I can 
give a cat~logue of facts to p~ove this attitude 
of the Government. Now one thing is clear, 
very clear in the policy of the" Action Group. · 
The Government always wants benefits for 
Action Group members and supporters. 
(Government Benches: What about your Pro
vincial Commissioners?) at the expense of the 
ordinary man or non-members of the Action 
Group Party. · 1 

For instance, Sir,· look at the proposal 
to appoint a Commissioner 1 for Customary 
Courts. This is not going to be what . we 
think, we may think ,that Government has 
good intentions in trying • to· make this 
appointment but I can/ . assure you Mr 
Speaker, Sir, that it is going to be merely 
window dressing. Government has no ·good 
intentions in the appointment of Commis
sioner f?r . Customary Courts. It is · going 
to· be like the appointment of the Anti
Bribery Officer, during his te.l'}ure of office 
bribery has increased by leaps and bounds . . 
It is going to be . done in order to 
compensate Action Group Organising Secre
taries. The Judges and Assessors of these 
Customary Courts will no doubt, in spite 
of the appointment of such' a Commissioner, 
continue to illtreat or maltreat people who 
are not Action Group supporters. 

Alhaji Opal eye: Point of order Sir. Order 
27 (8) The conduct of Her Majesty ........... . 
Members of the · House and Judges or the 
performance of judicial functions by other 
persons shall riot be raised except upon a 
Substantive Motion ...... .... Mr Speaker, Sir, 
he made mention of the conduct of Customary 
Court Judges. · 

M r Speaker : The conduct - of Judges 
either' of Customary or High Court will not 
be brought up here unless under a substantive 

.. 
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l~tion, and as such I would like you to 
'~thdraw that part of the speech that referred 
1d,the Cuswmary Court Judge. · 
i~ I : 

;~t' OkwMa: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg tt> 
i thdraw. (Shame, shame, shame, from the 
!overnment Benches). · 
,;.,. . '•" ' '. ~ J • 

·Mr Speaker, Sir, thefact ~till remains that a 
ommission.er for Customary Courts is not 
Jing to serve any useful purpose. These 
l~ngs will continue to happen {nspite of the 
J'pointment as in the case of . the Anti-: 
ribery Officer. That appointment has 
!rved no useful purpose, bribery and cor
lptiori continue to increase: ·, · 

M# Speaker, · Sir, if I s'hould indulge in 
ivid'g: them out to you I may use more time 
utti,·is necessary. These facts are enough to 
)n~ince anv doubting Thomas on that side of 
1~ ~:Rouse · that the policy of the Action 
~rd'Mp of Nigeria who forms the Government 
r Jti,st made to benefit party supporters, 
a~ organising secretaries and party 

~~~ - b 

l~~ ers. .. 

n~r· Speaker, Sir, these:are my observations. 

w~~-· 
1Mr · M. A. !dodo:. Mr Speaker,. Sir, I 
'ish to make my Fnend from Benm, Mr 
t¥'~asu, and others in the opposite camp, 
~@~ ofthis brief statement which they often 
;'~use this Government ........ . (interruptions) 
l : 
i!t h.ief Odebiyi! · Mr. Speaker, Sir, the . 
cJmourable ·Member's sp-eech is a maiden 
)e'ech and there should be no interruptions. 
,t·~· .• 

Mr Idodo: They~ accused this Govern
l~ht of oppression, ·victimisation and may 
let them know that my Friends from the 

fidwest area always accuse this Government 
> ;~be a discriminatory one in the supply of 
menities in this Region. ' ,\ 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to bring to , the 
i\nds of ,my hon. Friends on the other side 
i~ J.o ask them a question-the · question 
-j:Jl £lot be involving. If they remember the 
ist~fry of Benin and the Edo speaking people, 
·Hab1 led to the evacuation of these ..... . 

if;, ~ ,\H; 
'4·>Y . . 
~f Oviasu: Point of order Sir, Order· 

); (~)-" ... ·:.shall be confined to the fin~ncia1 
i~economtc state of the Western Region of 
fii~~ia and the Westerfl Region Government's 
g{mcial policy ..... . " If the hon ... Member 
oi~( not know how to speak on the debate 
el hould sit down because what he is saying 
fJ."ot relevant to the financial polic · of the 
~.~~ernment of the Western Region. 
itJ'l 

1-~\ ' 
~} . 
-~r 
·~;r 

:i~f' ' 
)Th.: 
~~ 
fi''· 
' 

f 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Gentleman 
objection is upheld. Will the hon. Member 
for Afenmai refer only to the financial policy 
of the Government (shouts of shame, sharru:, 
]'ftJ'm th~ ()pp()sttion Btmthes). · 

Mr !dodo: Let me refresh the minds of . 
the Members from Benin that the people of - ' 
Afenmai and the Urhobos left Benin because 
of oppression, victimisation and the autocratic 
government of the Benin people over these 
people. 

I wish to remind hon. Members from 
Benin that in their cr.itici ms they have never 
made any constructive suggestion about the 
method by which the revenue of this Region 
could be raised, nor_ had . they made any 
suggestion by ·which our revenue could be 
used to the satisfaction of the people of this 
Region. · ·. 

Mr .Speaker, Sir, now that ' the Midwest is 
to be created according to the recent Motion 
passed in the Federal Parliament ........ . 
(interruptions). 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
request that both sides of this House should 
listen attentively to the speaker. I · did 
mention, Sir, that the hon. Member is 
making his maiden speech and it is only 
cqurteous that hon. Members should listen 
to him attentively. 

Mr Akinyemi: When the Speaker was 
not here last night an Opposition Member 
made a statement a1:5out the --Midwest, the 
Deputy Speaker ruled that that matter should 
riot be mentioned again. I am giving this 
information to the Speaker as an instance. 

Mr !dodo: Now that the Motion for the 
creation of the Midwest State has been passed, 
it will receive its full support from the Action 
Group Government of this R gion financially, 
anp now that there is every. assurance of its 
immedi':lte implementation, · Mr · Speaker, I 
put it to the Members of the other side that 
the ·time has come when we members of the 
Action Group, with the co-operation .. of the 
Yorubas, Urhobos, Itsekiris and the Ibos in 
the · Midwest will like to join forces in order 
to deal with you people, you Binis ........ . 
(interruptions). · 

It appears that Opposition Members ·from 
Benin are not aware that there is a proposal 
by this Government for the building of a 
Technical Institute in the · Midwest area; 
there is another proposal made for the· supply 
of electricity to sor.1e towns in the 
Midwest area. 

.· " 
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'· Look up page 173 of the Estimates, Head 
702, Sub-head 16- Roads and Bridges. You 
have been complaining tha:t the Midwest 
is neglected. When you come to the Midw_est 
you will see a nuinber of r(lad~ tarred dunng 
the'last financial year. (Mr Speaher: You 
can read it). The tarring of Ughelli-Eku 
road; Ughelli-Oleh road~ Abraka-Kwa,le-Ilu 
road; · Obiatuku-Amai road. Under Sub-

. contribute to the debate of ~ur Estimates·~ :.· If 
. · this is so, "let them · allow· the Government 

. head. 20, all these roads are in the Midwest 
. area. (Opposition Benches: Where are they? 

Read them) You have Aucri-Igarra; Auchi
Agenebode; Uromi-Evue; Ubiaja-Ilushi; 
Ibusa-Asaba Runil Training College, Asaba; 

.Umunede-Otolopo -Ute-Okpu; Ekuku-Agbor . 
.,.Owa Alimodina; Ogwashi-Uku Main Road; 
Ubiaja-Ugboha. These are all amenities to 
be supplied to the Midwest corit.ained in this . 
current E~timates . for yo~r approval ir: this 
honourable House, yet you ~ complam of 
victimisatiori, oppression and ... ;~ ......... : ..... . 

· Mr A. T. Rerri: Point of order, Sir, 
Order -69 (2). I am greatly surprised that 
the hon. Member is referring to provisions 

· under the Western Region Estimates of 
1961-62 when in actual fact he is reading 
from 1959-60 Estimates. 

.' Mr Speaker: Members could refer not 
only to their ·nqtes but to books wh1~h 
include · these Estimates. It has been sa1d 
that certain parts of the Region have been 

. neglected and somebody has said that that 
1 · 

4 

· statement is not true. As such I will allow 
him and will continue to allow him (cheers 
from Government Benches) . 

M~ !dodo: All these are roads in the 
Midwest area. I · would remind the hon. 
Members from Benin that as far as the 
Estimates are concerned, the amenities are 
adequately distributed without the least 
discrimiriation. I often praise and congra
tulate the Western R~gion Government for 

, these reasonable deeds. · 

Mr Speaker, .Sir, I beg to support. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to . the 
Minister of Local Government (Mr A. 
.A.tie): Mr Speak~r, Sir, I think that all of 
us who are Members of this Houst: are all 

. hon. Members and have been elected in'to 
this House. You must realise . that these 
are men of indisputable charaCter. What 
we see in this House, Sir, from recent 
e~ents, . i& that Members of the Opposition 
always accuse the Government of . this 
Region of deceiving · the masses and that 
it is the Eastern Region which is doing . the 
best; they said that they are not going to 

to pass these Estimates. •. · t· · 
. Some people have said that the G_overnment 

appoi.nted only Action G:o_up _ memb~r~ to 
various Assessment Committees. I am sorry 
to. say, Sir, that the Government of 'this 
Region appointed Assessment Committees 
at Sapele and all are members of the NCNC . . 
And you know what? . . They went to assess 
women. yvomen are exempted from tax ...... 

Duri~g the last 'electioneering'· camp.3.ig~?-, 
the Le-ader of the Opposition made a state
ment that if they were voted to power they 
are going to see that no tax is paid. ·· 

Mr. Akinyemi: · Mr Speake,r, Sir, on 
point of order. Order 69. .The .. hon. 
Member, being a Parliamentary Secretary. to. 
the Minister of "Dissolution and Terrorism", 
should know better , and confi..Q.e himself to 
the debate. When a Parliamentary Secretary, 
a junior Minister, earning .. £1,500 wi'th SO· 

many allowances does not know his job he 
should resign. 

M r Speaker: · ·The · hon. Gentlemm · is. 
speaking on taxation which is the fin1;1ncial 
policy of Government. :. . ·: . : ' ., 

. ~ 

Mr A tie: Mr . Speaker, the Leader of t4e 
Opposition in this H<mse, ., sometime ago, 
during a campaign, made a statement that if 
they were voted into power they w~mld abolish 
taxes. They are in power in the Eastern 
Region and in that . Region, they did not 
abolish ·tax and there women have been· pay
ing tax and I think you can remember that 
the greatest number of the harlots in this 
Region are from the East. They pay taxes 
in the East. 

Mr Speaker: I am not aware of ·any'·· 
harlots in this Region. 

·, 

Mr Atie: On the distribution of ameni
ties, if you take Brass Division where the 
Eastern Government is receiving 50 per cent 
of the oil gains, you will see that there is no 
single amenity given to those/people compared 
with the money received fr0m-them. · 

The· Member for Ikeja South is the most 
ungrateful hon. Member in this House. The 
Government has invested more than eight 
million pounds on special industries and 
housing estates in Ike.ia and instead of him 
co~gratulating the Government 'for what it 
has done for his constituency, he comes here 
to complain, and he wilt say he comes from 
the "Bar", nobody knows from which "bar' ~. 
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[MR ATIE] 
I heard the Member from Aboh saying 

something about roads · in Aboh Division. 
It has been a parable. in our native language 
that those who have buttocks cannot sit down. 
(Opposition M. embers: Say it in your language'!) 
The road frorn A.mai to Sorun is the best 
road in the · whole of the Midwe~t, being 
tarred by . the Regional Government. You 
should praise the Government for doing all 
these things in your area. We don't. wapt 
them to come and tell us that Government 
is not doing anything for us. Some of the 
Members don't realise that before Govern
ment estab,lish any industry they must ask 
for raw materials. It must be considered 
where to get the raw materials and the possibil
ity of :transporting the finished products to 
the~ market. That .is the reason why many 
people say cement factory is established at 

· Abeokuta forgetting that · raw material could 
be got easily there and it is very easy for 
them · to sell their finished products than 
in the Midwest. 

Mr Speaker; Sir, I think the hon. Member 
for Ikeja is trying to tell this House that 
Government ........ . 

Mr Speaker: I beg your pardon, the 
hon. Gentleman you are referring to is not a 
native of Ikeja. 

. I . 

Mr •- Akinyemi: J. defeated the Action 
Group at Ikeja on my popularity. 

· Mr A tie: On the question of contracts, 
Ministers can't award contrac;:ts. T'he Gov
ernment will never award any contract 
without a survey of the cost of that contract 
and when that survey is done and the amount 
ascertained, it is only on that condition 
that contracts' can be ,awarded. It has been 
a saying from among the NCNC that the 
Western Region G9.vernment diverted the 
Government money ·'i~to their pockets, and 
they said 'also that the Action Group 
campaigned with Government money. We 
cannot blame them for this .since they failed 
the last election they ,can say anything, any 
amount of nonsense, in this House. It is 
nonsense for somebody in this House· to say 
that Government · divert money into the 
pockets of Members. That might have been 
done in the Federal Government or the 
Eastern Government. 

:, For the benefit of everybody in this Region, 
we have got a television that is first in Africa 
and I think . the Federal Government are 
viewing our television. It is a credit to this 
Government that the Federal' Government is 
viewing our television. 

• 

MrS. A. Layonu: ' Mr Speaker, Sir, 1t 1s 
always very difficult to .understand how the 
Action Group can ever be taken seriously' in 
all its catalogue of inconsistences. Before I 
make my observation, I will first of all refer 
to references made by hon. Kotoye, Chief 
Whip, when he was making his speech. He 
said "fiat rate in Western Nigeria is £.1 17s 6d": 
Th:is is deli~erately a __ great lie. 

-- 'Chief Odebiyi: That is most unp~rlia
me;ntary. He should withdraw it. 

Mr Speaker: The hoh. Gentleman can 
continue when he has withdrawn that. 

Mr Layonu: Mr Speaker Sir, I have 
done so. I don't understand why many 
honest politicians take the floor of this hon. 
House to deceive -. the ,masses. In my own ' 
town, Ede, the flat rate there this year is £3. 
I will challenge · the Minister of Local 
Government to send somebody now to verify. 
(Interruptions from Government Benches.) 

· Mr Speaker: The hon. Gentleman will 
please clarify the difference· between rate and 
tax. 

Mr Layonu: The least tax paid in_ Ede 
is £3. Nobody paid less than that. 

Another pitiable mistake · is that after 
paying normal tax people are even given 
additional taxes when the ·Area Assessment 
Committee found out that they are supporters 
of the NCNC. A petition to that effect is 
in the hands of Minister of Local Go.vern
ment but up till now nothing has been done~ 

· · I come to the· hon. Gentleman who spoke 
about the criticisms levied on the Government 
of the Eastern Region. He forgot to refer 
to the statement of hon. Ewah who was so , 
courageous to criticise the Action Group 
Government of Western Nigeria and I am 
sure that he should have. been disciplined 
in your parliamentary meetings. I w·onder 
why some people iri this honourable House 
after getting elected come here and forget 
the masses who voted for them. 

Some hon. Member from the ·Midwest 
say that tl~e University of Nigeria at Ife. 

.· \ • 

Mr Speaker: To the best of my knowl
edge the University of Nigeria is situated 
at Nsukka. · · 

Mr' Layonu: I want the hon. Members 
to state that they do npt want the University 
in the Midwest. After they have · visited 
the Ewekoro Cerri.ent F;actory, and projects 
at Ikeja and other .industrial projects in the 
Y oruba West, .~hey will say that they do 
not want such projects in the Midwest . 
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[MR LAYONU] 
I want them to say that they do not want 
amenities; if not why shou,ld they criticise 
their hon. Members from the Midwest who 
fight for indust~ial and social development 
of the Midwest. · · 

The most devastating mistake that the 
Government has made is (interruptions), of 
development projects. Government is not 
giving sufficient funds for the development 

. of rural areas 'whereas they have multiplied 
it in other places. I give you an instance. 
I notice that our Ministers conce·ntrated all 
amenities in their constituencies. I know 
Egbado ·as far back as 1952 and I know the 

· deplorable conditions. I assure you, Sir, 
that Egbado can be compared with Lagos 
today simply because the Minister of Finance 
comes from there. · Some hainlets in and 
arour\d $hagamu ·'have also improved simply 
because some Members of the Cabinet come 
from Shagamu. 
· Furthermore, let us go · back to the most 

backward areas or Divisions in Western 
Nigeria, e.g.; Oshun. I want you to go to 
Ogbomosho and announce . over press and 
radio and say that you are satisfied with 
the , present condition of Oshun and 
that Government should not do anything 
more . for the area. This is a challenge you 
should accept. 

When the hon. Minister of 'Health was 
answering a question he sta.ted that Govern
ment proposes to build a big hospital at 
Ogbomosh,o. 

A Government back bencher: .A 
general hospital in . every Division. 

Mr Layonu: I will teach you. He 
knew quite all right there is a big .missionary 
hospital at Ogbomosho. He could not find 
any oth~r place, in Oshuri like Ede, Ejigbo 
which have no hospital.. These people should 

' not concentrate all ·the amenities in their 
own ' . constituencies. 

Yesterday when the Minister of Lands . 
and·· Housing was answering a question he 
stated that Government is making a plan 
to build Housing. Estates at Ogbomosho. 
Why_ Ogbomosho why not Ede and Ejigbp? 

M~ Speaker: I want to call the attention: · 
of the hon. . Gentleman· to the '·effect that 
he should speak only on the financial policy 
of the Government. 

Mr Layonu: Think you, Mr Speaker. 
I was just speaking on how Government 1s 
spending money on hospitals. 

My observation again is that it is perfectly 
possible fO'r the Government to give more 
attention to backward areas in their five-year 
development programme and concentrate on 
backwardness, · disease and ' ignorance. · I 
want the Parliamentary Secretary to tour the 
rural areas with their big cars and then come 
back and tell this House how their cars have 
fallen to ditches, etc. This is one of the 
simple reasons why it is necessary for 
Government . to concentrate on rural areas. 
The Government is not fair in its economic 
and social projects. You will notice that 
places where there are I').O hospitals have been 
neglected and those with hospitals given 
additional ones. For · instance, I wilt refer 
to Ife. I notice that Governm.ent is pro
posing to build a new hospital at Ife again 
whereas there is alre~.dy a big Seventh Day 
Adventist Mission Hosoital there. You are 
buildin-g a University ·there ...... ' 

'· 
Mr Speaker: I am afraid this has nothing 

to do with financial policy of the Government; 
New Members may not be aware that they 
will get · another opportUnity in this 
House when they get to the Committee of 
Supply. ' In this debate you are limited· tq 
the . financial policy of the · Government in 
general. 

Mr Layonu: I say Government should 
try and learn lessons from ' constructive 
criticism. _They; come here daily to slash us. 
I notice that what the hon. Le.adcr of the 
House says today will be repeated tomorrow 
by hon. Aw.opeju. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I seek your· indulgence to 
read from Edmund Burke because I feel it 
will · give lessons to our Minister and 
Parliamentary Secretaries. He said: 

"Parliament is not a congress · of . 
ambassadors with different · and hostile 
interests which interests each . mUst 
maintain as an agent and advocate against 
other agents and advocates; but Parliament 
is a deliberative assembly of one nation with 
one interest-that of the whole-where no 
local purposes, no local prejudices ought 
fo guide, but the general good resulting' 
from the general reasoning of the whole". 
' • • J. 

(J. 0. Odigie rose). 

Mr J. 0'. Omokowajo: Point of information 
I just want to remind the hon. Gentleman 
th~t he should use his glasses because ........ . 

Government front Bencher: Is that 
the information? That is an insult ...... , .... ·. 
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M r Speaker : May J, say that the hon. 
Gentleman is wrong under the parliamentary 
procedure in this honourable House. That 
is an insult to the hon. Gentleman and I 
would like you to withdraw the statemen~ 
with anl apology. · 

Mr Omokowajo: If it is the wish of 
the Speaker that I should withdraw, I 
withdraw. (Shame, shame). 

Mr Odigie: It will be remembered that 
this country has remained for over fifty. years 
under Imperial rule· of Britain. Compare the 
Nine-year Development programme of Eas
tern Nigeda witl). the Five-year Development 
Programme of the Western Region. It is 
not near what that Action Group Government 
of the Western Region has achieved. When 
we were first elected to this House in 1952, 
the Imperial Government only tarred from 
lbadan to Igbara-Oke. 

Immediately the Action Group Govern
ment took over the reins of Govern!nent 
in this Region, the programme was expi
dited and wi_thin nine months in office they 
tarred from Igbara-Oke to Benin. The 
Action Group Government of this Region 
have men of plan,' men of , business acumen, 
men who having undertaken anything 
must · finally do it to .,the ·best of their 
knowledge. Let _us contr~~t. The Federal 
Government has' undertaken the bridging of 
the river between Benin and ljebu-Ode 
on· the neJV route. What has happened to 
nearly over two or three million pounds of 
money voted for that . road? Can you 
Members of the Opposition cite an instance 
where this Government has undertaken· a 
venture and has failed? (Opposition Benches: 
What 9f the Midwest Secretariat?) I was a 
member of the Midwest Advisory Council. 
You advised the then Council not to proceed 

· with the building of that secretariat. You 
said you were not going to have the headquar-

. ters in Benin. Wait until when the Midwest 
is created, you wilLchoose the site -and it will 
be proceeded with (Cheers from Government 
Benches). A foundation of the House has 
been laid. You sent a deputation to the 

. ··then Minister of Midwest Affairs asking 
,:•; him to suspend operation over the building 

of the Secretariat, that you have never decided 
on the Headquarters. 

Members of the Opposition are ignorant 
of Government policy of this Region; abject 
ignorance, lack- of co-ordination of the 

. ex1s mg amemt1es of this Government. 
They do not know anything that is ·why 

· they criticise this' Government. (Cheers 
from Government Benches). I am sorry that· 
lawyers, doctors, of the Opposition cannot 
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make a statement in this House without 
referring to their prepared spee~hes. Mr ,. · 
Speaker, Sir, a contrast ha:s just been drawn 
between the financial policy of this Govern
ment and that of the .other Regions. After 
having provided for the complete services 
of this Region for the . ensuing finaQ.cial 
year, we still have a net surplus of £400,000,' 
compared with that of the Eastern Region 
which only stood at £70,000. And yet 
you come here to criticise the Government, · 
the richest in the Federation of Nigeria. 
(Cheer's from Govtrnment Benches.) Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I wish the Mem~rs of the 
Opposition to think twice about the way they 
criticise this Government. When you criti
cise the act of your neighbour, then you 
must bring out a counter plan. You never 
have a plan. Y ciu continue to criticise. 

You always get up to say this Government 
oppresses the people about tax, you say they 
shouldn't pay tax. The next thing you say 
is that Gov<:.rnment does not provide anything. 
You know that Government always provide 
amenities from the revenue. When you do 
not put in, how do you expect to take out? 
you don't contribute anything, your support
ers will not pay tax, you don't encourage them 
to pay tax, and yet you expect . Government 
to do something for you. Tax defaulting · 
has been prevalent in areas controlled by the 
NCNC in this Region. (Prolonged interrup
tions and laughter from both sides of the House.) 

For example, · Mr Speaker, I happen t~ 
come from the Midwest. In the dissolved 
Benin City Council, Mr Speaker, an extra
ordinary thing happened. It was an NCNC- ' 
controlled Council. The Chairman of the. 
Council, knowing fully well the interpreta
tions of the Standing -. Orders, awarded 
contracts to himself, thereby cheating the 
_then Benin City Council. · For every Vono 
bed that cost £3 h~ debi'ted the Council £7 1 Os 
...... (Shouts of shame, shame, from' Government 
Benches) ...... and yet such a Member has the 
effrontery to stand 'up in this House and 
criticise the Government ..... . (Shouts of shame, 
shame from Government Benches). The 
NCNC Members on the other side of the . 
House ought to be ashamed of themselves. · 
·They have nothing against this Government 
other th_an repeatir g the same words day 
in day out. You can never compare this 

, Government with other Governments of 
the Federation in financial matters . 

Mr Speaker, they complain that the roads 
are not good. It was said on the floor of this 
House' by the han. the Premier that the ex; 

, penditl,lre on roads per mile being given by 

\ 

. I 

. . ; I 
• · t · 
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-the Federal Gov:ernment is £7,000 per mil~ 
wher:eas · we undertake a higher mileage at 
£5,qoo per mile. 
. Well, Mr Speaker, let us call a spade a 
spade and let us give praise to whom praise 
is due. · Let us congratulate the Action 

. Group·= Government of this Region. With-. -
out this Government there would be no 
progress in the whole of the Nigerian Federa
tio·n .. You see other Governments sending 
deputations to the West to copy but this 
Government has never sent any delegation · 
to any other Government to copy. W~ll, 
you need no further evidence. You see what 
is right and you say it is wrong. 

I want to ass~re you that the people of the 
Midwest have never complained_ ·about the 
Action Group GJVernment. The NCNC 
is no longer in existence. We haven't the 
Cameroons any more so you ' better change 
your name, change you name! The Came
roons is 'no longer with us . . (Laughter from 
all sides of the House). You 'are now commit
ting impersonation so, in order to reflect the 
true position of things in this country, you 
better go first and change your name. With 
this, l\fr Speaker, Sir, I beg to congratulate 
the Government. (Applause from Govern-
1nent Benches). 

Mr D. Atolagb·e: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
support the Motion. The Members of the 
Opposition have tried in vain to show that 
the financial position of the Government of 
this Region is shaky. This is far from the 
truth, Sir; The truth. is that the financial 
position- of our Government is much better 
than those of the other Regional Governments. 
In support of this statement, Sir, I have 
some comparative figures with me here which 
I will like to be in the records ofthis honour
able House for the information of . the 
Members of the . Opposition: 

And with your permission, Sir, I beg to 
read. 

"Compared with the other two Regions 
the budget presented to the Western 
House of Assembly on Monday. by Chief . 
Odebiyi was a much healthier one. The 
financial position of the Reg-ion at the end 

4 

• of the current financial year is better~ 
Whereas the Northern Region ends this 
year with a deficit of £480,350, in its 
recurrent budget and had to draw on its · 
consolidated Revenue Fund to the extent 
of £1,500,000 for the amounts that should 
h ave been transferred from the revenue 
surplus to capital development fund: 
and whereas the Eastern ~egion expects a 

small surplus of £70,000 against 'an esti
mated surplus of £615,000 the Western 
Region ends this financial year with a 
comparatively handsome surplus of 
£100,000. A rosier pict).lre is · painted 
for the next financial year: · Chief Odebiyi 
b\}dgets for a gross surplus · (excluding 
transfer payments) of £1,957,270 ......... " . . 
Mr Speaker: Chief OdGbiyi, in this 

House, should be referred to by his portfolio 
as a Minister and he is the Minister of 
Finance. 

Mr Atolagbe: 
quoting. I asked 
Speaker. 

Mr 'Speaker, Sir, I . wa~ 
the permision of the 

"A rosier picture is painted for th17. next 
financial year: Chief Odebiyi budgets for a 
gross surplus (excluding transfer payments) 
of £1,957,270 of which £1,530,020 will be 
transferred to the Capital Development 
Fund. Northern Nigerian's estimates is 
£218,685. Eastern Nigeria's i's £103 ,000". 

"The Minister of Finance also presented 
a· capital budget which appears more 
confident and less shaky than th'ose of his 
counterparts. in the other two Regions. 
He expects total receipts of £22,768,000 of 
which £19,344,570 will be spent. And 
when it is remembered that this includes a 
provision of £1 million for the Universiy 
of Ife; one can congratulate the Western 
Region Government on the prudence of 
its financial policy. ' For the Northern 
Region has a deficit of £4,773,633 in its 
capital budget (1961 -62) while the Eastern· · 
Region had to transfer £2 million from 
its Co.nsolidated Reve-nue Fund (apart 
from £4 million from the Marketing 
Board) in order to meet the gap of £5.5 
million iri its budget." ' 
Mr Speaker, Sir, these are facts at my 

dispo·sal and I think they will be very useful 
to Members of the Opposition who often 
discredit my Government without facts. 

Mr Speak'er, Sir, I support 
M r V.I. Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, 

hon. Members are aware that at the beginning 
I had made a determination not to speak in 
this House .... .. (interruptions) (Why?) The 
reason is that this i,s the last budget Session 
in this hon. House · in which 1 have to take 
part with hon. Members. Secondly, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I had been very good and 
complacent because after the passing of the 
Motion in the Federal House on the creation ·· 
of the Midwest State, a few of us have · 
enjoyed life more abundant and because of 

·that, my temperature had risen. (interruption) 
· (What has been responsible for the rise in your 

temperature?) 
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[MR AMADASUN] 

It is a shame . to know, Sir, that many 
back bencher!! on the other side have fallen 
short of expectation in that it is not their duty 
to replf.}P speechea fr.om the Me,mbers 9f tpe 
Oppo!lttlon but they do. This 1fi fact 1s the 

· dtJ.ty of the Ministers. The bon. Minister 
of Home Affairs can bear me out! 

.. It was during the recess I had to prepare 
the speech I am going to read about , this 
budget speech made by the hon. Minister of 
Finance. I was .. previously not prepared to 
say anything because I am at the ' pin'acle 
of my political career because of the passing 
of a. Motion in the Federal Parliament. 

When the only "European"' in this hon. 
House was making his speech on the Midwest 
......... (interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: I am not aware of any 
"European" in this honourable House. This 
personal reference is not in conformity with 
Standing Orders and reference to Members of 
this House in an insulting way is too bad. 
And not only that, I would not say you should 
withdraw the statement alone. I shall ' 
request the hon. Member, the Opposition 
Chief Whip, by virtue of his position, not only 
to withdraw but also to apologise. 

· Mr Amadas'un: If '~ it is to the whole 
·House, I do apologise, out if it is to an · 
individual, I do refuse. (interruptions). Well 
! ,apologise .... ... (shame!). 

:. When the individual was speaking in this 
hon. House,· he said the Midwest Affairs was 
not instituted, until there was a delegation 
from the Midwest. I can say, Sir, that 
there .was no delegation from this side of the 
House. .It is the Minister of Home Affairs 
who contested an election into Federal 
House, he is not a Member of the NCNC but 
Actiori Group and consequently; the delega
tion , originated from the Action Group 
Midwest Affairs Committee, and probably 
this delegation was· led by a top notcher of the 
Action Group . ......... .. (interruptions). 

.. Mr Speaker: Order, Order. I think this 
·· appears to be a convenient time for ·a long 

break and the House will resume at 8 o'clock 
tonight: · 

Sitting suspended at 2.10 p.m. 
Sitting resumed at B.JO ·p~m. 

M~ Deputy Speaker in the Chair. 

Mr Spe~ker: May I remind hon · 
Members that the question before the House 

· is that the 1961-62 Appropriation Bill be 
read the Second time. 

M 

I ' 

Mr Amadasun : Mr Speaker, p ir , 
I was debating in the morning when I made 
it clear that the duty of every Member in 
debating this Budget, this 1961 -62 B~dget, 
was to see that some~hing was said about the 
eeBnmnie and nn.atieial pdlicy of the Regional 
Government. I said .that it was not the, duty· 
of the Back Benchers on that side to reply to 
all that is being said on this side. It is 
therefore not their duty to defend the 
Government 1 in respect of this financial 
and economic policy pertaining to this Budget. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I said before that I was not 
prepared to say anything because of certain 
reasons (give the reasons) but because some 
Members on the other side have been 
making a lot of noise about the budget which 
has been ably described by Members of this 
side, that is why I have to say something 
though small about this woeful Budget. When 
the Minister of Finance was moving or 
making his Budget Speech it took him maFly 
hours· to refresh his memory in respect of the 
estimate. And when the hon. the Seconder 
was · doing the same thing it took him several 
hours too. We had to respect him because ' 
he is one of the natural rulers of the Region . 
I am saying this Sir, because the Back 
Benchers of the Action Group are not like · 
the Back Benchers of the Action Group of 
the old Government. ' · 

These Back Benchers of the present are 
always delighted in citing irrelevant Standing 
Orders. For instance some of them would 
stand up to say. "on point of order" because 
Amadasun is speaking and they don't know 
that they cannot embarrass 111e though they 
do these things in order to embarrass me, 
You know that I cannot be embarrassed with 
twelve years experience in this House. You 
know that to win an election, 1\llr Speaker, 
Sir, is no joke (laughter) . · 

Government Bench e s:' This is irrele-
'vant! · ~. ' 

Mr Amadasun: What I am going to say 
is that · if hon~ Odeqiyi took many hours in 
reading his speech .. ... . 

Mr Speaker : I think that the hon . 
Member should remember that Ministers 
are to be called by their portfolios. Chief 

. Odebiyi is the Minister of Finance and 
Leader of the House. 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
·· Minister of Finance, wheri he was reading 

his speech, took many hours to come to a 
conclusion and therefore Mr Speaker, I 
think I have to be permitted to go through 
my sp~ech. My own speech was prepared 
in less than twenty minues. 

\ 
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[MR AMADASUN] 

. '. f'rise to .oppose the Second Reading of the 
1961-62 Appropriation Bill, which was moved 
below expectation by the hon. the Minister 
of Finance ·on 27th March, 1961. Anything 
f$1r .. ! •• ~... • . . , , .. 

)\1r K<itoye: On . point of Or~er Sir, 
Order 27 (1). Even though it is a privilege 
. for Ministers of the Crown to read their 
speech that privilege is not extended to hon. 
Members. · ' 

Mr .Speaker: Will the hon. Member not 
read his speech (hear, hear). 

. Mr. Amadas~n: I am not reading my 
speech ·I am . only refreshing my memory 
(laughter) because after jubilating over the 
announcement of the' creation of the ·Midwest 
State one can be pardoned fdr re£reshing his 
memones. Mr Speaker, Sir, in fact Sir, this 
is ' the first time the hon. the Minister of 
Finance 'had the opportunity in this House 
iri moving such an Appropriation Bill. The 
speech,. Sir, is in imagination; in initiative 
and precisely in everything lacking. This 
year's Budget should rightly be cited the 
·"Unprogressive · and Poor Budget". Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in 1959-60 the Western Regional 
Government balance in the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund was £12,614,248, in 1960-61, 
£7,000,000 wherea~ in 1961-62 the estimated 
surplus in the said fund is £4,000,000; This 
fall in. the balance in the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund of the ·Western Regional 
Government could be attributable .to ·two 

.. factors:_, ·· · 

. .• 

(a) Poor economic policy of the Govern
ment. · 

. (b) Squandermania of the Government 
?f the Action Group; · 

The economic policy of the Government of 
·this Region is poor and unprogressive in that 
there. is discrimination in the standard on 
which the Government of the Region depends . . 

Mr A.A. Babayemi: On point of Order. 
"Members shall not read their speech" and 

' after ten years in this House it is a shame 
that the hon. Member' is -stilt reading his 
speech. Standing Order 27 (1). He should 
not read his spee<;:h but can only refer to notes 
but P,e has since been · reading his speech. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member will 
not read his speech but only refer to his 
notes ·(shame, shame): 

Mr Olumofin: Order 36. Will the· 
Speaker please decide whether the Chief 
Whip of the Opposition has contravened the. 
Speaker's' order. ·• ' · '··· • 

J ,, l, 

Mr \Speaker: I can see that •the hon.· 
Member is referring to his notes. ' 

(Opposition Benches: Shame, shame). 

Mr Amadasun: This . could be proved 
as follows: 1961-62 Estimates page 61 sub
heads 25, 26, and 27. Encouragement of. 
Cocoa. 1959-60 £165,000. What I am 
trying to say or explain is · that the Govern- . 
ment of this Region pays greater attention to 
the development of cine economic crqp, 
cocoa, at the· expense of others. That is why 
I am quoting from this Estimates prepa, ed 
by you ~ - When I say "you" I do not mean 
the Speaker, I mean the .Ministers on the 
other side of the House. In 1959-60 
£165,000 was spent for the encouragement of 
cocoa. In 1960-61 £190,000 was spent for· 

· the encouragement of c0coa. For' 1961-62 if 
you read your Estimater; you wUl . see• also : 
that a sum of £160,000 was also inserted. 
Totally a sum of £515,000. That is, more 
than half a million pounds has to' be spent on 
cocoa as from 1959 to 1962. No'Y if you 
turn ·to rubber you will find that for 1959-60 
there is no provision in the Estimates given 

· in respect of the development of rubber 
which is the essential economic crop in the 
Midwest. For 1960-61 if you study the 
Estirriates of the Regional Government there 
is nothing inserted in respect of the encourage
ment of rubber plantation. In 1961-62 
there is in the Estimates a sum of £198,000. 
This has been inserted for the encouragement 
of rubber planting. Meaning therefore that 
as from 1959 to 1962 this Action Group 
Government has been able to vote only this . 
small sum for the encouragement of rubber 
which is the life-blood of the economy of the 
Midwest, Turning again to palm oil plant
ing in the Region, we can safely come to a 
conclusion that this Government which has 
got statutory grants from the Federal Govern- , 
ment gets a lot of ciur revenue from three · · · 
principal economic crops-cocoa, rubber and 
palm oil. Now what did this Governmt;nt 
do from 1959 to 1962 in respect of palm oil ' 
plantation? In 1959-60 nothing was inserted 
in the Estimates of the Western Regional 
Government in respest of the development 
of oil palm plantation. In J 960-61 nothing 
inserted in the Regional Estimates and in 

· Mr .. Amadasun: That is exactly . wha~ _ 
I am doing Mr Speaker. ~ I am referring t9 
my. notes. Statistically this could be proved 

1961-62 £20,000 is found. Meaning therefore 
Mr Speaker, Sir, that 'since 1959 to this . 
present day this so-called Gqvernment, the 
Governmef.lt that knows · everything; the 
Government that provides everything; the 

~-

~ I 
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Government that can win all elections; tl:e 
~overnment th~t can introduce everything 
m the Federation, did not think that even 
cocoa which is_ the life-blood of this Region 
should ·not be . cut .down in price. But the 

_· ! Government has cut the price of cocoa down. 
,.': · From ·the above •illustrations it will be seen 

·· that .of:_these tpree items of expenditure on 
cocoa, rubber · and • oil palm·, the sum of . 
£515,000 or more than half a million pounds 

·has been spent on cocoa as against only 
£.198,000 and £20,000 spent on rubber and 
otl palm respectively. The price~ of rubber 
and palm oil ·are more immuned to fluctuation 
in , the! world market than those for cocoa. 
ln~tead ·of t~e Government to spend more 
on -.the ~bber and ,palm oil industries, it 

·. embarks on spending more than a quarter of 
a million pounds annually on the encourage
ment of cocoa planting; rehabilitation of 
C?coa . cut-out farriis, spraying materials, 
swollen shoot compensation payment. I 

· can say with emphasis that not even· a single 
farmer got any amount in the Midwest.' 
(Government B~Inches: Is · there cocoa in the 
Midwest?) Yes. There are very many. 

Mr J. 0. Odigie: On point of information. 
Farmers in the Midwest are not left behind. 
Every possible assistance is given to them. 
Spraying materials have been made available 
to them._ (Cheers_ from Government Bt;nclzes). 

· Mr 'Amadasun:' Mr Speaker Sir the 
hon. Member from !shan may be co~rect .. 
We have been criticising the Government in 
this House for discrimination. The spraying 
materials might .. have ' been sent . to the 
Action Group farmers in the Midwest not 

··. the NCNC .. 'The , Government musf be 
like nature. :vyhen rain' is falling on the 
farm ·of the righteous mari. it also falls on the 
land of the wicked man. . (Government 
Benches:- are you a wicked man?) From this 
di~crimina~ory . and ,blatantly culpable reck
less · spendmg on cocoa, the gods of other 
economic crops of the Region, such as rupber 
of th~ Mid~est Region, constitutionally the 
would be f~urth Region of the Federation, 
must always see that the cocoa trade . must 
be annually unstable. ' This position . of 
things therefore reflects the poor and unpro
gressive economic policy of the Action . 
Group Government of Western Nigeria. 
See Estimates page 17, Head 302 sub-heads 
1, 2, 3. ' 

') ' .. \ 

. Mr Speaker ( . It -was ruled this .. morning 
that the debate on details of the estimates 
~hould be· left until the Committee of Supply. 

.. 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Si; , I 
don't want to be anticipated. I am craving 
your indulgence. I simply want to refresh 
my memory. · Mr Speaker, Sir, to suppor~ 
my argument I am drawing the attention of 
the han. Members especially the Parliam~n~ 
tary pecretary·' to the Ministry of ...... Hon. · 
Olul'nofin what is your Ministry? (lcmghte~)' · 
Mr Speaker, Sir, if you look at sub-heads:'· 
1, 2, 3 carefully you will see .that the export1'~ · ., 

. duty on cocoa has fallen considerably. At 
page 13, 1960-61 approved ·•Estimates 
£5,499,000 and 1961-62. £3,942,120. · lrlc 
other words the export duty derivable from 
cocoa has fallen. Now you go to rubber-
in 1960-61 £1,250,295., in 1961-62,£1,366 000-
meaning therefore that the amount .td be< 
derived from the rubber industry is not sub.;. 
ject to any fall. The Government of ·the 
Western Region has got something . £~om
rubber whereas it has got a loss from the cocoa· 
industry even though it is expected that 

. cocoa industry is the life-blood of the Western' · 
Region I must say that that life-blood has 
been de-oxygenated . . Mr Speaker, Sir, ' it 'is 
a sin, if not a political · siri, it· is a moral sin 
to give something to one part ai'ld not the 
other. 

. ' 
The squandermania propensity of · the 

Government. Mr Speaker,. Sir, I have 
said earlier that the fall in. the Regional 
balance in the consolidated fund was due 
not only to the so-:-called unexpected fall in . 
the revenue derivable from the export duty 
on;: cocoa but also to the squandermania 
prdpensity of the Western Regional Govern
merit. This squandermania inclination has 
been clearly set out by the han. the Minister 
of Finance on page 3, lines 9-11 of his 1961 -62. 
Budget speech as follows. L don't whnt' to 
bore this han. · House~ I simply want· to 

. give a precis of it. Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
the Minister of Finance said: "It will be noted 
from the figuros just quoted that recurrent 
revenue has increased at an average of £1.05 
million per annum as rgainst an average 
increase of £2 million per annum in recurrent · 
expenditure." That is to say, mathematically 
that the annual current expenditure exceedsr 
the annual current revenue by about a sum 
of £950,000 annually. . ,. 

.~ 

Be that as it may, ,Sir, · it is known all' ave~ . 
Nigeria and all over the world,. Sir; that apart 
from the reasonable saliuies of the Ministers 
and ·the P{lrliarnentary Secretaries ·of the 
Western Regional Goven1rnent, these Minis
ters and Parliamentary · Secretaries · draw 
basic car allowance of over . £75 each"·per 
month in addition to other allowances . 
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Chief Odebiyi: · On point of information 
· ......... As soon as the Midwest State is 
created if the hon. Member belongs to the 
right party he can become a Minister and 
draw his allowances. 

' 
-Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 

don't live on hope . . 
Sub..;'head 2, Head 31 Fixed Vehicle-Allow

ance for 1961 -62 £10,260 that is in respect of 
the 'Premier's ·Office. You will see that that 
of the Ministry of Local Government is up to 
£15,000. When Ministers are n~plying they 
should give explanation about this item. 
I note that there is no explanation about the 
item at all. I know you are not responsible 
for this. Your employees did not make 
any explanatory notes in respect of all · the 
Ministries. I was· very careful I read 
~hro~g~. · · • 

Mr Kotoye: On point of information, Sir . 
,(Opposition Benches: Which information?). 
If the hon. Member will look at note M 
he will see that there is an explanatory note 
in respect of the Ministry of Finance. 

Mr Amadasun: I am on the Premier's 
Office. (Government Benches: You are· in 

· the Western House!) 
I mean on the Estimates for the Premier's 

Office.· 

Alhaji Adegbenro: At the Committee 
of Supply hon. Members· will have ample 
oppor~unity 'of debating each head of Esti
.inates at full length. · It is no use referring to 
the Premier's Office or any other Office now. 

Mr Speaker: . Will ·the hon. Member 
leave all details until we come to the Commit

. tee of Supply. 

Mr Amadasun: I am ·only speaking in 
generaL 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member has 
only one minute more . 

Mr Amadasun: Already; : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, even in the Estimates there is provision 
for £1,350 for entertainment and we have 
never ·· got any entertainment from the 
Minister. Mr Speaker, Sir, we got a lot of 
entertainment from Chief Awolowo. 'We 
have not . got any entertainment since · y,cu 
won the 1960 elections.~ How many invita-

. _tations have you given? The financial policy 
of the Government is the worst in the Federa
tion 'of Nigeria. 

Mr I. A. Olukoju: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
it is remarkable that the hon. Members on the 
other side have always left substance to 
pursue · the . shadow.· The hon. Member 

made a ·remark that the back benchers 
before the dissolution were not as embarras
sing as the present set. · I can assure him 
that we shall· continue to embarrass him. 
In the second ·place as an old Member of this 
House it is surprising to find him . reading 
his notes contrary to Standing Orders. ·He 
is expected to give a lead . to newcomers. 
(Opposition Benches: You are reading from 
your notes). I have . the right to refer· to 
my notesJ not to read. 

Mr' .Speaker, Sir, this . Government of 
Western Region controlled by the Action 
Group should be congratulated for budgeting 
£39 million for the services of the people of 
this Region. · It is quit.e clear that this 
Government is a Government of action and it 
is known in the whole of the Federation 
of Nigeria. It is no sooner said than done, 
and there is no reason why the Members 
on the other side should continue to say 
that the Government is budgeting certain 
things which do not exist .... . .... (Opposition 
B enches: what things? what things?).· I mean 
some heads under the budget. I would 
treat some two points here. 

If you look at the Estimate for 1961-62, 
we shall have to congratulate the Government 
for putting up such a reasonable sum of 
money for education, which is rather 
important in our development of the day, 
and I think if , you follow closely on this, 
the Government needs commendation rather 
than destructive criticism. Where there is 
room for commendation Members of the 
Opposition should be able to know. When 
the debate comes to Committee. Stage, I . 
will SIJ.Y more on this but now; I would 
like to correct one impression and I am 
sorry that the Member for Ikeja South 
is not here now, but I shall tell other Members 
on his own Bench and I hope they will he 
be able to tell him. He gave the impre~sion 
that the Government was neglecting Id'oani 
constituency, his own place. I would like 
that to be corrected immediately because. 
that is my constituency. I can assure the 
Member that although he was born and 
bred in that constituency, he ran away to 
Ikeja South and knows ' very little about 
Idoani. I can assure him that work in 
Idoani is in progress now but he · cannot 
know because he is far away ·from there: 
I think . you will carry tht! information to: 
him; that twelve miles of the road to that 
place has been tarred and sq. it · is quite 
wrong of him to give the impression to this 
honourable House that Government made 
promises during the election and d~es not 
fulfil them. · All promises made by the 
Action Group during the election . have 

'. r.~ 
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· :[MR OLUKOJU] Mr Ositelu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
. ~-heen fulfilled. He should look on to the joining those who have already spoken in 

the support of the Appropriation Bill, and in . Government to do more except that . 
, Opposition wants the Government to do doing so, I have to start with the Mmistry 

. · ;everything in one . day. They should bear of Trade and Industry. The Government 
' :in mind that'it is not possiblS' for Government of this Region in an endeavour to raise the 

economy · of this Region and to create 
. ·, to do everything in one day. · ~ " employment opportunities for the people 
' , . It is noteworthy, too, that in the Mi~istry · of this Region. has done a lot to industrialise 
:,, of Works and ··Transport a reasonable this Region. The Western Nigeria Devel
t. atnount has been voted and I do hope that opment Board which is an arm of the 
·~ · when it· comes to the, Committee stage the Ministry-of Trade and Industry has estab-

Minister will tell the House of some other lished several indu'stries in this Region. 
roads to be tarred in Owo South Constitue'}CY· . 

In the field of healt~, there is nothing ..... . 

· Opposition Benches: Are you criticising 
your Government? ......... (laughter) 

. Mr Olukoju: ·. Well, I think you should 
be able to . differentiate between criticism 
and praise ..... : ...... (interruptions from the 
Opposition and cheers from the Government 
Bench~s ............... ) 

' , Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government has 
,done its best in the past; and to say that 
ifs surpluses are reducing simply shows tha~ 
the Government is doing more for the 
peop1e of the · Western Region. I think 

' ~he Members of the· Opposition should be' · 
able to know that when the industrial 

. projects are springing . up, it means that the 
·'Government has much to use the money for. 

, I am happy that Members for the Midwest 
on this side of the House do not agree with 

. them on the. other side, because the Action 
1. Group Government distributes amenities 
, evenly throughout the Region. Therefore, 
~· it is w.rong for Members opposite to say 
f that the Government does nothing for 
)l- Benin-! think it was the Member for 
r .. Benin Central or Benin Rural, who said so. 
J I think ,he should carry the impression home 

that the . Government is doing all it can to 
· improve this Region, the , Midwest not 

; excluded. 
Mr Speaker, Sir,· I think ... the Government .. 

has done well to appropriate. £39 million for 
the services of this Region. . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

The Parliamentary Sec'l'etary to the 
Premier (Mr I. A. Ositelu): Mr Speaker, _ 
Sir, I fffi joining those who ...... (interruptions 
from the Opposition Benches) 

Chief Odebiyi: Point of order, Sir. 
May I say that this being his maiden speech 
both sides of the Hou$e should please 
listen to him. 

.Mr Speaker: The hon. Member shall 
be heard in silence. 

· There' is Rubber Plantation and Rubber 
Processing Factory at Uronigbe; there is Oil 
Palm and Oil Mill Factory at Ubuluku; 
there is · also another Rubber Processing 
Factory at Ikpoba. These and many other 
industries are established by the WNDC 
in the Midwest. There are also industries 

, established by this · Guvernment m other 
areas of the Western Region. 

\ . 
In the case of industries sited at Ikeja, 

there have been a lot of attack on this 
Government. Opposition Members . from 
the Midwest have spoken so bitterly about this 
and I am sure they must have injured the 
feelings ·of their Members . from that area. 

They accuse this Government of being 
partial in concentrating these · industrial 
ventures in Ikeja area, ·because that area is 
Y aruba area of the Western Region. We 
have been told by several Government 
speakers in this House the factors that 
determine the siting of industry in any area. 
I have nothing to add to what members have 
said on this but to inform Members of the 
Opposition, particularly those from the Mid
west that if this Government had wanted to 
be partial in the siting of the industries, the . 
cement Asbestos Factory, the Tower Alumi
nium Factory should have been sited in Oyo 
Division where the' hon. the Minister of 
Trade and Industry comes from. 

I want to tell those Member~ who are 
jealous of the developments now going on 
in Ikeja, that it is our geographical position 
that has placed us in this enviable position. 

To further . enlighten some Opposition 
Members as to why these .. .... tshouts of 
"Premier designate of the Midwest," (as Mr 
Otobo came in) from the Government Benches) 
........ .industries are established in Ikeja I 
have this to say. 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, point 
of order Sir. There is no relevance in what 
the hon. Member is readirig ...... . (interruption 
from the Governmet Benches). ' 

.· ,. 

., 
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, Mr Speaker: Will the hon. Gentleman 
please continue.· (Cheers from. Government 
.Benches). 

Mr. Ositelu: The Tower Aluminium 
Factory, the Cement Asbestos Factory and the 
Textile Factory now under erection are finan- · 
ced by foreign capitals with the WNDC as 
partners. Tnc .Forcigq Investor who invests 
his-money in this country must do so in a way 
that will yield quick profits. He must also see . 
that his industry is located in a place where 
he can market his products easily. The 
siting of industries is not done for partisan 
or · clannish reasons. For · instance, the 
Cement Factory at Ewekoro has been sited 
in Abeokuta Division because of the ayaila
bility of lime stone deposits in large quantity 
in . that area. 

The hon. Member for Ikcja South said 
on the floor of this House this morning that 
employment in these factories are made 
conditional on production of Action Group 
membership cards. I am from that area 

. ·and I want to inform this House that there 
is no substance of truth in this allegation. 

When I visited one of the factories early 
·this year, I am · now referring to the Tower 
Aluminium, of the 98 workers employed by 
this Factory, only six were Yorubas, the rest 
are Midwesterners and Easterners. If party 
consideration had been· the criterion in the 
appointment into these industri~s do hon. 

. Members thi_nk that the position could have 
been what it is in the Tower Aluminium 
Factory? 
·' Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

· Mr Adeoye A.disa: I rise to contribute 
to this Budget Speech and I have in view 
the fact that all these budgets are always 
given a title. It is the traditional way . . of 
dealing with these things and. :therefore this 
budget is called "Operation Take Off". 
It is very relevant to remind this House that 
the last Budget was ·called "Operation 
Prosperity". If the Action Group Govern
ment is going to take off, certainly it is 
taking off from prosperity to adversity: It is 

· beyond argument that they are taking off 
from life more abundant to life less abundant. 
It is point clear that if we grant them all that 
they asked for in previous years, we ourselves 
will realise that they have taken off to paradise . 

. (Chief Odebiyi: Which one? Is it the Ibadan 
one or the one beyond?) · Wheri you resign 
your portfolio I will take you to the beautiful 
paradise whel'e you wi~l be. 

, If one reads the whole of the Speech which 
was given to this Ho:use by the han. Minister 
of Finance, one will certainly appreciate 

' I 
that . the whole fiscal policy of the ' Action · 
Group Government of this Region is hollow 
nnd · shallow, not only that, it docs coustitutc 
an unprecedented affront to the principle 
which ought to guide any Government in the 
preparation of its budget. 

We listened last .night to one of the best 
pronouncements eve ~;. made in this House 
by the han. Premier and I wi'll confess that 
everyone in this House was struck at -least · 
by its verity. What he had· to say was that 
this Government belonged not only to the 
members of t.he Action Group but the 
Opposition themselves form part and parcel 
of this Government. Therefore, in order 
that we may set a good example of hedoism, 
that is, that the ends of all governments is the 
total happiness of the governed, we should 
. ....... . (Several Government Benchers: Like 
in . the East). If one goes through this 
budget, one will find nothing which takes the 
interest of the total number of this Region 
into consideration. Now, one can · say 
that 'the policy of this Government is some
thing that can be expressed in one word, 
that ·is squandermania. You find first of all 
that in the Printing Corporation,.! am citing 
one fYXample now, the sum of £40,000 has 
been the subject matter of an inquiry and 
that was not revealed to this House. This 
£40,000 was it really lost by this Gov~rnment 
or not? If it was not, why was it n·ot dis
closed to this House? 

'In respect of Television, that Corpo~ation 
is in dire financial strait and there has been 
mass sack of workers. Everybody knows 
this. (Few Government Benches: It is · not 
a money-making organisation). . It is not. 
But that was not what was said in this House 
wheri the Action Group said it was far better 
.for .this Government to spend · the money of 
the poor people of this Region in establishing 
industries than in bringing about .· these .. ,. 
luxuries only to satisfy the rich members · ,· ·. 
of the Action Group. (Governme'nt Benches: 
Has the han. Member any television set at · 
·home?) ~t. that tim,.e, we were assured t~at ,.., "~;,' 
the telev1s10n was a sort of commercial . · · / 1 

enterprise and that sooner or later it will '· :.;' 
. pay its way. Now, we . hear the ' contrary ., I'~. 
and we do not know what to believe, whether. . ·::,;.;_ 
the past sayings of the Action Group or · its · · · 
present sayings, in view ·of its , present_· · ··. 
predicament. We don't know which . is 
which. ·~ 

. . 

Thirdly, the question of the Nation~! 
Bank. It was rightly s{)id, Sir , that w hat 

. the Government has done is to convert 
preference shares to equities, that is, the 
Government, if it wishes to realise the shares 
it has in this company, would take them to 
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· ·court· and · sell the properties which form the 
securities for this loan. That is · one of such 
things wh:ich qualifies the Action Group, if 
they want to know,;what they are qualified 
for, as an.institution t0 'teach squandermania. 

. · Fourthly., Sir, Mr Speaker, we find that in 
the Budget Speech which was prepared so 
many . debts have been written off and this 
House was not informed upon what grounds 
they have been written 'off. We do not know 
who are these people · who owe these debts. 
You have ·not told us and it is proper now to 
ask the Government to stop this practice. 
The best the Government can do now is to 
go to law Courts and see that these debtors 
are brought to court. If they cannot pay, 
then a judgment debtor summons should be 
prepared and if they still cannot pay the place · 
where they will be very useful to this 
community is very near you here, at Agodi. 

About the iniquities of this Government 
which are so manifestly ,displayed .bY their 
fiscal policy, one comes to the Ministry of ·· 
Local Governri1ent. I believe that most of 
the woes suffered. in this Region have been 
brought about by the iniquities of the 
Ministry of Local Government. I say this, 
Sir, because I want to give my hon. Friend 
the Minister ·of Local Government every · 
chance to mend his· ways so that all of us can 
take assurance from what the Premier told'' 
us last night. In the first instance, you will 
find . that . one of the reasons why rates and · 
taxes · have not been coming in as expected is 
that the composition of these assessment 
committees is · not above party politi<;s. 
You will find .that the Minister has already 
rul~d that it is he who has power under the 
Law to . appoint these members of the 
assessment committees, and these members 
are appointed on , the recommendation of 
either an Action Group controlled council or, 
where the council is controlled by a party 
which is not Action Group, then the Action 
Group Opposition will still ,submit the names. 
That is why there has been a sort of failure 
on the part of these assessment committees 
to do the job entrusted to them under the Law 
and I did approach both the Minister and the 
Premier about · this matter, because about 
December, the rate-payers, particularly in 
Ibadan, were very anxious . to get their 
ass~ssment forms so that they can pay their 
rates straightaway, but these assessment 
committees refused to issue out assessment 
forms and in some cases, rate-payers who went 
to pay their rates were turned back. That is 
the ignominy of the system followed by the 
Minister of Local Government who has 
responsibilities for these ' matters. Secondly, 

f 
I, 

Mr Speaker, we find that .people who have 
paid their rates for 1959-60, and 1958- 59 
are nevertheless prosecuted. They are taken 
to the law court because they are one or 'two 
days late and because they are members Of the 
Opposition, that is, they do not belong to the 
Action Group· Party. This is a matter I will 
like the han. Minister to check. The hon: . .. . 
Minister should not, in his reply,. . treat these 
points with abracadabra excuses; . · 

•Y . j1: lot~ ~ 

Everyone, Mr Speaker Sir, appreciates that 
our women folks should . participate a~ .· the 
local . level in the mac:;hinery of goyernrrient, 
but the way of nominating women,is only to 
ensure that where the · Action Group ' is 
defeated in ~ plain. and fair election, by the · 
machinery of nominating these female merr:t
bers, it will be able to bring about a majoritY 
and that is the type of thing which defeati ' 
the whole fiscal policy of the Regional 
Government and it is high time it was 
stopped. 

Mr Babayemi: Mr Speaker Sir, St~nd~ 
ing Order 27 (4). What has the selection 
of women into councils go(to do with financial ' 
policy? ' 

Mr Speak~r: Will han. Member for 
Ibad;m coqtinue. 

Mr. A dis a: I go now to make concrete 
suggestions to the hon. Minister of Finance 
as to how we could increase our revenue 
and in course of tim.e before this Session is 
closed I should have a greater opportunity to 
bring more suggestions, more proposals, as 
to how we can have an inctiase in our 
revenue. (Govern.merr:t Benches: Hear! hear!!) · 

Firstly, Mr Speaker Sir, I suggest that this · 
Government should· embark on a policy 
whereby there will be tenement rating. . I 
feel that all these commercial houses making 
thousands upon thousands of pounds and 
those renting o~1t houses, should be forced . 
by Government to pay these tenement rates. 
I know that exception has got to be made .in 
respect of these mud buildings, particularly , · 
in the native areas. . I am speakil)g generally · 
of a policy that will cover the whole Region 
and I feel that there is no reason at all why all 
these commercial houses should not pay. 

If we can ha;re a guess at the number of 
these buildings, it will be about 500,000 
buildings and if all these do pay £50 per 
annum, as is the case in England, certainly 
this Government would have at least a sum 
of · two and half to three million pounds·. 

In the:. second pl~ce, Mr Spe~ker Sir, I 
suggest that all these Forest Reserves should 
be converted into kola nut reserves . (Several 
·Government Benches: NPC! NPC!!) . I say 

. . 
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this so that the Action Group Government 
will be able to grow kola nuts arid send them 
to the Nor.ther.h Region for sale. 

In 'thi~ way Mr Speaker, we will be able 
to develop a sense of national unity in Nigeria. 

' · The third suggestion Mr Speaker, is what 
we have already touched in this House 
before. I feel that P :W.D. should be 
expanded and the whole system of giving 
jobs to contractors should be cancelled, 
so th~t in this way the Government will be 
able to employ thousands upon thousands 
of our unemployed citizens and .at the same 
time the Government will be making money, 

· because' the Government having expanded, 
the · P.W.D. would undertake so many 

., .· jobs that our other small firms will not 
undertake, arid this is one way in which 
I· think 'socialist principles will be practised. 

Now the fourth suggestion, Mr Speaker 
is, . I believe, not so controversial now that 
the Midwesterners have had not only their 
say but their way, this Government should 
sack '· immediately all these Members from 
the Mid~est who are Ministers- they should 
remain ordinary . Members. Immediately 
they are sacked they will .be able to go to 

' the Midwest to work for the party of their 
choice so that when the caretaker government 
that will be set ·up to manage the affairs 
of the Midwest has completed its job, then 
the Action Group having used these former 
Ministers as Organising · Secretaries they 
can have some hope ....... .. ((Interruptions). . ' 

I 

· Now Sir, the fifth suggestion is in connec-. 
tion with Vehicle Insp~~tion an.d Testing. 
I know that from the way these things 
are being done in the Region so many 
owners-lorry and car owners do go outside 
the-Region to obtain their licences. Anybody 
who is familiar-! do not want to impute 
motives but I do know that a word is 
suffi. ;ient for the wise- would not hesitate 

. to condemn the way these vehicles are tested. 
If you go · there you .find these vehicles 
lined up for days without any 'attempt to 
look into them. I do know that the system 
obtaining in the conduct of inspecting and 
testing of vehicles is wrong and that is why 
·people go outside the Region and in this 
way the Government of the Region is 
losing a lot of money. Thi's must be checked 
ii1).tnediately if the Government is serious 
....... .. (I,nterruptions). I know that at one · 

.time the local councils had some shares in 
. the .fees. (Government Members: Federal 
Government). I do believe that if the 
Regional Government co-operates with the 
Federal Government there is no doubt that 

the system will be changed. Anybody who 
goes there to see will find hundreds of cars 
and lorries lined up piling up every day. · We . 
fail to .. see why these v.ehicles a.re not taken ,. 
care of. · 

Now Sir, the point . I will , like to make 
about the fiscal policy of the Government 
is that it is not adequate to meet the problems 
of 'unemployment. I will say that 'it is not 
enough for our Ministers to express concern 
over the matter of unemployment but to 
shed crocodile tears over the question when 
they are not doing their uppermost to 
eradicate it. I believe that these things 
ought to be done and must be done. I 
believe that any Government . that cannot 
ensure the right to work and create the 
opportunities to 'work must resign and leave 
the place for us to do the work, vtho have the 
ability to execute it .' 

Now. Sir, if the Government spends 
fabulous sums of money every _year on these 
primary schools and secondary schools but 
does not give any employment to school 
leavers, then it is a waste. When these 
school leavers have no opportunities to ·. 
work they turn into vagabonds. I believe'- · 
that that is a very wrong system and it is 
an issue which the Government . of the day 
could decide in consultation with the 
Opposition so that we even can take it outside 
the realm of politics and make the people feel 
that they too can have , life more abundant. 
The opportunity we want the people in this 
Region to be given by way of sound . fiscal 
policy is surely that which wiil allow everyone 
who can work hard enough.to get a limousine 
as the honourable the Minister of Finance 
has suggested. It must be s~mething which 
comes ouf of sweat, tears but not blood. 

I do say that the medical provisions of this 
Go.vernment are totally inadequate. We 
need not be jocular about what has been 
done ..... . (laughter). We should do 'our 
best to improve these services and that is the 
best way to mak~ everyone of us laugh .. ~ . : ... . 
(laughter). Not the other way which I think 
the other Minister there was trying to do and 
he was being checked (laughter).. . . 

As the hon. Minister of Finance said that 
it was the wish of his Government to leave 
the realm of prod.yctive enterprise to private ' 
industry, and that'his Government will do it 
orily as a matter of compulsion in the last 
resort, I believe that that is absolutely wrong. 
It should be at the very head of a thing that 
has as its main purpose the improvement of 
the productive enterprise for the Region ...... 
(Interruptions). I am a socialist, but not of 
the kin'd that the Action Group practises. 
I know that members of the Action Group 
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'from three days ~ago have certainly been 
trying to be democratic and I wish them 
success in that 'endeavour. (Cheers). Now, 

: I will say this: . that the air of freedom has 
arrived; everybody knows his position and 
I can assure the Action Group Government 
of this Region that they _will enjoy the 
greatest resrect and admiration of all Members 
of tl,le Opposition if they can continue in this 
mood. 

Mr Speaker: I think that the provision 
of amenities to his constituency has some 
bearing on the fiscal policy of the 
Government. 

Mr Amadasun: 
ing of newspapers. 

Yes, but he was speak-

Mr Ewah: Certainly, that would be a 
wrong report of my contribution to the 
debate on the Speech from the Throne. 
No . one with eyes · to see would certainly 

I will only touch lightly on this question not be aware of the various development 
of farm settlements because I believe it is yery , projects which hav~ beeM. carried out . in 
wrong. The very purpose and the very end .various parts of the Midwest. I will not like 
and objectives are quite admirable, but the way to refer to them in detail in my speech, as 

. it is being done is very wrong and it will lead this has cropped up from time to 'time in the 
to greater troubles .·· than .. it sought to various speeches which have been' made by 

~~,remove>• ,Firsf of all the· acquisition of lands hon.IY!~~be;s~t;- .this ~H~';lse. · ... · ' .· , . .l '· 
-: of . pefsons. · ~ Once ·these _people are turned - , .-.. - . , . · ~ 

out_ then certain children are brought from · It will also be out of place, however, for me 
outside that circle to . take over . these farms to set in detail' some of the improvements 

.. \ .... ~. : ... (Interruptions)., . I feel . that the farm_ and . developments which the ''' Regional 
.·. settlements~ should' be . operated on the • Government has carried out in my Division-
,Rrinciple of volunt~ry .acquisition of propert)r. Ishan- and_in.Particular my .Constituency. ·. I 

··.; Anybody ;who. gives land to the Governmcrnt, .. have always been aware, as f. am still aware·;
. ; coverilrn:ent could use" the .farms, .but ·to '· that Islian . Water Supply.' Stage I which · is 
, take away the land of farmers and set . upon . enjoyed- ·· by 'my . Constituency · has . :been .. . 

these lands children of;other people is absolu- completed at a cost of £260,000 arid IbJlieve ._ · 
. . 1tely unjust. (Government Members: Typical . that I ani voicing the 1views _-oL,th_e people 

Ibadan man.) .. · · · , :. ,, . , · : of my Constituency :whet?- I say that I am 
,r • • • · ' ·': •. '·" . • .: · · ·., · . gratefu:l to. the Governmedt for settirig in 
. I do be~Iev~ ~he fisc_al P?h~y_of -Gover~ent motion !shan Water supply St~ge -II dudng 
ts w!ong, I~ sitmg .the l!mversxty o~ Ife.a~ Ife. my time as a Member of this I:Iouse, which 

.;,<!"!~err;_up~zons). r ~-~believe< that thiS Unr~er- . when completed at_ a total cost of .. £168,ooq 
-~ Slty oug!)-t to _.t;>e Site~ at_ Ondo. ' . ' . ," will cover all myvilhiges, Obinuan, Oberhuan, ;. 

MMr .:B·. G •• E~ah: Mr . Speaker, .. Sir, in Okhiod_e, U:zea and Elio-Ibadin. · _~ -' , ·' 
· supP.orting the Appropriation Bill I must · - · · · · ·, 
:first of-all congrat_ulate and praise the Minister In. the field. 'of road· co-nstruction between · 
: for the able,. way he 'has ' prepared this . our the period of 1958-61' six road schemes .have·.' 

·: Budgef;'· the .. largest Regional Budget in the •, been set in motion ' and ' most of. them ., have 
.histonr of this' count'ry. The· Government is been completed and the following.:_Agoor to 
to be ·c01igratUlated for 'all it has do11-e in the Uromi road costing £65,000 is completed; · 

,, past · to .carry .·out developments in every .. Uromi-Uvie-E~ road costing -£22,698 has. 
aspect 0 :£ ·the liyes of . the people of Western also been completed. In all, over a total 

.: . Regi~ll-.includiJ:?.g the Midwest. . cost of .£200,000 has been spent between the · 
-, -:r · ' • period of 1958-61 on road . constr\lctiqn in ·" · 
. ;I have been repor'ted by enemy newspapers, !shari· Division. by this' Government. · · 
·;particularly· the "Southern Nigeria Defender" ' 
and the ."West African Pilot'.', as having criti- · Mr, Speaker, Sir, we, are also. gratefixl 
,cised the Government for neglecting the Mid- that in the field of Health Se,rvices ,and Rest _ 

·. west anc;I my constitu·ency. · ·· , · ' House facilities, my Constituency, Uromi, ~ 

Mr Amadasun:' Point of Order Sir. 
Order 27 (2)- "A member must confine 
his observation to . the subject under discus
sion and will not introduce matter irrelevant 

· theret0". Mr Speaker, Sir, I am of the 
opinion t9at what the hon. Member is saying 
is highly irrelevant. -He should say some .. 
thing .. about the fiscal policy of his own 
Government. 

has not been neglected for the Government' 
has completed the Uromi Hospital at a total 

· cost of · £72,000; the Government Catering 
:Rest House at Uromi at a cost of £15,520 with· . 
the swimming pool (cheers .from . the Govern- · ·. 
ment benches). . Hy the Grace of God, it is · 
hoped , that this Rest' ;House· andd ts facilities 
will be opened by the fi! s r second week in 
May and many of you be _invited. (An· 
Opposition Member: Obe ent boy). , . . , 

; I 
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Sir, I · do not need to mention the several 

maternity centres, dispensaries and private 
hospitals grant-aided by the Government 
because these have now become the normal 
feature o_f progr~ss in the \iVestern Region 
today. ' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have also been wrongly 
. ,quoted as saying that the Government has 

not awarded scholarship to anybody from 
Uromi. I am aware that within the last two 
years, twerity post-secondary scholarships 
have been awarded to sons -of !shan Division 
and one post-graduate : scholarship to a son 
of Hhan Division. 

I also want to take this opportunity Sir, to 
correct the irresponsible report in a section 
of the ·Press that I was absent from the House 
after my speech on the Debate of the Address 
from the Throne because I have been 
reprimanded by my colleagues, on the 
.Government side for criticising the Govern
. ment. I left the House on .Wednesday 
morning for my Constituency to atten~ to 
some urgent matters and I did so with the 
knowledge and permission of both the 
Leader of the House and the Government 
Chief Whip. 

Mr Oviasu: Irrelevant. 
Mr Ewah: ·I know that the Members 

opposite have not - been · happy about the 
desertions which are taking place from day 

. to day in their camp; only last week an 
important han. Member . from their camp 
got fed up with them and decided to cross to 
this side of the House; the Opposition were 
so much stunned· by this desertion that their 
leader was running helter-skelter to · see 
that his rank does not continue to dwindle. 
I am sorry the Leader i~ not here, 1 

-

Mr Oviasu: Mr Speaker, Sir, the speech 
of the han. Member is not relevant. 

· Mr Ewah: I was a teacher, I will teach 
him from the known ·to the unknown. 
(laughter from both sides of the House). · 

Mr Spe~ker: Will the han. Member 
avoid , that place of the speech which deals 
with personal explanation. 

Mr Ewa:h: Mr Speaker, Sir, in the 
discharge ·of my duties to.. my Constituency, 
the Govermnent can count on no better loyal 

· supporter thai). myself and I can assure them 
that the Action Group ,continues to become 
unassailable from . day to day m my 
Constituency. 

One of the great achievements · by this 
G.overnment during·the year which has now 
ended is the taking over of the National Bank 

by the ·Government of this Region ·and ·t 
congratulate the farm.ers of this Region and 
of my Constituency of the good fortune the)' 
will have to be · able to get in order · to 1inance 

·their farm projects. Speaking for l'ny 
people, I look forward to the .day when the 
branch of the National ·Bank,. the Bank of . 
the people of Western Nigeria, will be
established in !shan, The people of my 
Constituency have great confidence in the 
ability of this Government which from time 
to' time has never neglected them in dis
tributing all amenities and it is always our 
belief that as long as this Government is in 
power the people of Uromi will awalys enjoy 
life more abundant. (Cheers fro.m Govern
ment Benches). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, before I resume my seat 
I like to refer to an incident which took 
place in Benin, the city of blood, in Oba 
Akenzua's palace. 

Mr Oviasu: Mr Speaker, Sir, what the 
hon. -Member is saying has nothing to do with 
the Budget. 

Mr' Speaker: The hon. Member 1s 
allowed to refer to the incident · in Oba . 
Akenzua's palace if only it has something to 
do with the Budget. 

lYfr Oviasu: Mr Speaker, Sir, it, has 
nothing to do with the Budget. 

Mr Speaker: I rule tliat he should avoid 
that portion about Oba Akenzua. 

(Shame, shame, from Opposition Benches). 
J -

Mr Ewah: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is under.: 
stood that in the midst of rejoicing over the 
Motion for the creation ()f the Midwest State, 
that somebody was killed i':l the Oba's palace 
this mGrning. Sorry, may his . s<;ml rest in 
peace. 

<' An Opposition Member: He is 
continuing inspite ohl)e Speaker's ruling: · 

Mr Ewah: We know that during the 
Benin 'Empire of many centuries ago, it wa~ 
customary for human beings to be killed as 
sacrifices at the pleasure ·of the Oba on 
occasion~ of rejoicing. · I hope that what has · 
happened is no indication of the return -
to the old days already referred to but 
whatever the case, the peop~e of the Midwest 
should take note, I repeat people .. of the· · 
Midwest should take note. · ' 

Mr Speaker: Will the hon . . gentleman 
take to my ruling. "' 

Mr Ewah: With these few comments 
Sir, I s~pport the Appropriation Bill. 
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v1~ I. 0~ : J%t.i;(t:::)\1;~ Speake~, . Sir, it 
1rds me a,. gt~at. ·,; plea~ure to speak on 
Appropriation Bill which is well planned, 

)Ular and to tlte point. H1r Speaker, pir, 
ether or not certain people congratulate 
Government the Bill has won admiration 

leople who matter. 
... •' 

vir Speaker, Sir, much as I would not like 
!well on what good things the Government 

dohe, 'yet it is fitting for me •to remind 
. Opposition . that this Government has 
te 'inore than enough . to cater for the 
gress of . the people. Sir, repetition 
mgthens memory, and because of that I 
tne attention of the Opposition to what 

y saw themselves at Agege, Ikeja, Ewekoro . 
l what they will see at Ilesha and Apoje 
jehu. 
I• ! \'., 
vir.l Speaker; Sir, seeing ts believing. 
tat is sure ·is that the activities of this 
:ibn . Group Government have occupied 
:6tispicuous place ·in pages of history 
l : the Angels in Heaven are rejoicing · 
r't!i'ly because the Action Group is a · 
d'-given party. (Che.ers from Government 
clies). This Bill, Sir, has no parrallel in 
Federation of Nigeria. 

vir' Speaker, Sir, turning to the question 
·oads, it is alarming, Sir, to hear Members 
the Opposition crying a~ove their voices 
ing that they don't enjoy a-ny amenities at 

I congratulate them for belonging to this 
~ion, were . they in other Regions they 
1ld see that most of what they say and 
would lead them to the prison house. 

' 

vir Speaker.; Sir, the hon. Member 
Ede/Ejigbo complained that the Govern

nt did nothing in Oshun Division. Sir, 

but Oshun Division is very lucky in that'it has 
-three General Hospitals (Government 'Benches: 
Fire on, fire on). One is· at Oshogbo, the 
other is at Ogbomosho and the third is in 
my home town Iwo. We have numerous 
maternity centres in the Division. 

The local Carter Bridge at Ede was recently 
· opened to traffic and much money has been 

spent on this bridge, yet the hon. Member 
from Ede-Ejigbo h.as come to say that Oshun · 
Division is neglected (Opposition Member: He 
does not live in Ede but he lives at Abeokuta). 

' Now, I will throw a challenge to the hon. 
Member for Ede-Ejigbo to resign his seat 
now. If he resigns his seat, I am sure he 
will make an attempt of crossing to this 

.. side of the House (hear, hear). · 

The Action Group must be c~ngratulated 
for all its plans concerning community 
development in the Region, especially in 
Oshun Division. We are able to ·. have a 
loca_l carter bridge at Ede which is · very 
good. ··At the time this bridge was to be 
started at Ede this hon. Member and his 
people went about trying to bias the minds 
'of many peop_le so that the p_t;oject might 
ultimately fl()_p,. 

Mr Okwesa: Point of order, · Sir, 
(Government Benches: What order? Sit' down). 
Order 30 (l)_..:._Relevancy in debate. Is the 
hon. Member answering the points raised 
by the hon. Member for Ikeja on the Spe~ch 
from the Throne or on the Budget Speech? 

Mr Speaker: What the hbn. Member is 
saying clearly has something to do with the 
fiscal policy of the Governm'ent (shouts of 
shame! shame! from Government Bend1,~s). 

Mr Aniyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, many hon. 
Members have stood up· to speak on what 

th~se few years he was in school he 
uld be·. able to turn to page 174, Head 702 
l sub-heads 33, 34 and 40 of the Estimates. 
·ill ,refer to it if the Spe;1ker will allow me. 
)-heads 33 and 34: Bituminous Surfacing - the Government has done to cater for the 

Roads: Iwo-Awo; Iwo-Iwo Station- · . health of the people of the Region. Those 
ongan-Ikire; Iseyin-Lanlate-Eruwa, hon. Members who come from different 
yip:-'Okopo-Otu-Okaku; Ago Are-Kishi; places have known what the Government has 
uku-Oyan; Ilobu-Erin-Oshogbo-,Ede. done, except Opposition Members who 
)-head 40, Ikirun-Illa Northern Region pretend not to know the value. We of 
mdary. Oshun Division enjoy · and will continue 

to enjoy the amenities .which the Action 
['he hon. Member needs to say all these Group Government provide. (lnterrup~ions). 
that his few electorates may take note of 
performances. That is also why others 
the opposite side from Oshun Division 
·e been standing up and repeating the 
1~ · thing. Water at Ede, Sir, is drunk 
! of charge. Ede's light was functioning 
:m~. Ijebu had its own and up till now 
:Jomosho has not enjoyed similar amenities 

I congratulate the Minister of Finance on 
'his Budget Speech. With these few remarks 
I beg to support. 

Further Debate on the Bill adjourned till 
tomorrow, Friday, 7th April, ]961, pursuant 
to standing Order 69 . 

• 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Chief Odebiyi: I beg to move that the 

House do now adjourn until 9 a.m. tomorrow 
morning. May I also say, Sir, if Members 
will please observe the rule of relevance, 
their speeches ought not to be unnecessarily 
long so. that hon. Ministers ·can reply to 
points which have been raised in their 
speeches in order that the Committee of Supply 
~tage may begin on Monday. In order to 

4 · ' 

finish the debate on the. budget itself and to· 
enable Ministers to reply, it may be necessary 
tomorrow evening to have a night sitting. 

Alhaji Ade~benro: I beg to socond. 
Question proposed. 

Question put and agreed to. 

• 

Adjourned accordingly at 9.45 p.m. until 
9.00 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, 7th April, 1961. 

.. 

I ' · 



· Education Law (Amendment) ~'fH APRIL, 1961 Bill- Second Reading 366 

,. 

WESTERN HOUSE OF 
· ASSEMBLY 

FRIDAY; )TH APRIL, 1961 -
The House met at '9.1 0 a.m. 

· PRAYERS 
: ;. , \ 

Mr Speaker in the Chair 

. BUSINES~ MOTION 

Suspension of Standing Order 4 (3) 

The Minister of Finance and Leader 
of the House (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): · I · 
beg to move •that Standing Order 4 (3) be 

· suspended this day to . allow the House to 
. continue sitting after 12._00 noon if necessary. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
:k.tinister of Agriculture and Natural 

. : Ttesources (Alhaji Z. A. Opaleye): I beg 
, .. to second. 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

ORDER OF· THE DAY 

. THE EDUCATION LAW 
, (AMENDMENT) BILL 

SECOND READING 
Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Education (Dr S. D. 
· Onabamiro): .Mr Speaker, Sir, the. Bill 
. before the House is, a non-controversial one 
and it · is meant to correct an omission in 
the existing Law. with regard to the opening 
of private educationa_l institutions. 

At the present time-; Sir, Government has 
the right to refuse perrp.ission for private 
institutions opening but the right has not 

' clearly been defined for Government to 
refuse the opening of private institutions. 

, We may express gratitude :to Providence that 
many more of the people have not takeri 
advantage of . this loophole in the Law, 
otherwise we might have . been in a worse. 

. position than we were. 

'The trouble we have in the Ministry now, 
, Mr Speaker, in particular reference to 'the· 

!· opening of Secondary Modern Schopls, is 
, that these schools . are private schools not 

grant-aided. About four years ago there 
.. were very few of these, less than a hundred, 

., but in . the short space of four years the 

} 

number .has risen to over five hundred. 
, :' We rriay say that they are very popular 
. · institutions but on the other hand, there are · 
. some which are not very satisfactory from the 

point of view of their proprietors . It has 

become the habit of some people 'o/ho are not 
educationists, ·.who know very. 'little about 
education-they may be carpenters or tailors 
or traders- to put up a building of three 
classrooms, hire teachers • at substantial 
wages, use these teachers to help them out . 
of their illiteracy, and ,make them ru!l: the -
institutions as Secondary Modern Schools 
with the result that innocent parents seri.d 
their boys and girls leaving primary schools to 
these institutions. 

At the present time Government has no 
means of stopping these institutions from 
existing. Well; it is very unsafe to allow 
such institutions to continue. The present · 
Bill is to amend the Law, Sir, so that the. 
Government will be empowered to refuse 
approval fvr the opening of private institu
tions, as well as public ones, if these are not 
satisfactory. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I b~g to mov:e . 
The Regional Minister in the Ministry 

of Education, (Mr J. 0. Oye): I beg to 
second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr V. I. Amadasuni Mr Speaker, Sir, 
according to the face value of this very Bill 

·it appears highly non-controversial in that 
what the Bill states is to give power to the 
Minister of Education to give his consent to 

., the founding of a non-governmental education 
institution. It is very good, Sir. But, Sir, 
in the object and reasons in respect of this 
Bill reference is made to what experience has 
showq: I am saying here~ Sir, that experience 
has shown nothing. If experience has shown . 

· something, the instances the experience has 
shown ought to have been· cited by the 

·· Minister of Education. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, we must always be afraid . 
of amendments froni the other side of this ' 
House in respect'of any original Law. I have 
it in command foom certain people from the 
Midwest, Sir, including the Attorney-General 
(Chief lghodaro: Notfrom me) (laughter) ...... 
that a person who has 'never entered the ·field 
ofpolitics and who has never been an educa
tionist; seeing that many of these Secondary 
Modern · Schools were founded, . even by . 
carpenters, · according to the Minister of 
Education, took the initiative to found a very ~ 
decent Secondary Modern School with about 
four classrooms, with cement walls, ·. with 
asbestos ceiling, I mean with amenities even 
much more adequate· than could be found in 
any institution belonging to the Government 

• has not up to the mom.ent that I am speal~ing 
in this House received any approval for the 
school. Now, Mr Speaker, if the Minister 
of Education is sincere in all that he has said 

,!/' ,., ,. 
t 

,, 

. ) 

, · ,. 
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in respect of this Bill, the Bill should not be 
retrosp.ective. But any · person who has 
built an educational institution in the 
category of Modern Schools should . be 
allowed to continue, because the Government 

: of the Action Group used to say that in the 
field. of education it is the first, they brought 
. .the light of education, so that every person 
who is an ed-ucationist or who has that 
philanthrophic interest to further the advance
m(mt of education in the Western Region 
should be allowed to continue. But iii 
future before any Secondary Modern School 
is founded as from this day, 7th April, 1961, 
the Minister of Education has to give his · 
assent. 

Mr Spe·aker, Sir, you know something has 
• happened in respect of conferment of chief
~aincy in Benin _and the Minister of Local . 
Government hurriedly came here, made 
certain amendments to the Local Government 
Law .. , The original law should be burnt 

applications in respect of opening a~- ir;tstitu
. tion, and the time elapsed .in getting these 

applications through. . , 

I think, Mr Speaker, that a similar provi
sion should apply in the case of Secondary · 
Modern Schools so that if a . prospective 
proprietor puts in an application through 
the Ministry, it should be possible, within 
a specific time for the proprietor ')r prospec
tive proprietor, to know where he is heading 
for rather than keep him in the dark waiting 
and writing_reminders. · 

It is my wish Sir, that the Minister · of 
Education should take particular note of this. 
After all, as the Premier of the Region stated 
sometime ago, this is our Government, _the .. 
Government of the Action Group and the . · 
NCNC and the question is whether , the 
junio~' or the senior partner in the Govern
ment should suffer because of the 'political 
party to which they belong. 

c 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. · because, Mr Speaker, I have the vision that 

he is going to give another amendment in 
respect of the Local·Government Law, 1957. Mr P. V. Okwesa: I am. of the opinion, 
The original law was so amended that it is Sir, that we · s h 0 u 1 d not be opposed 
now no law. to this Bill but according to the instance cited 

' - by the Minister of Education that some people 
Mr -Speaker, what I am saying'.in respect who cannot be called educationists-some 

of this Bill is that the implementation of this carpenters; some fishermen some washermen . 
very Law should start from the 7th of April -had put up buildings and opened secondary 
and then it should not be made political. modern schools, it is my candid opinion that 
When you see an NCNCer wants to fourid a if a carpenter or washerrnan or farmer o_r 
Secondary Modern School and he has the whatever he may be, is philanthropic and 

_ ability, and has got the requisite . material, opens a school for the benefit of the children. 
and the right number of qualified teachers to of this Region there should be nothing to stop 
teach in the Secondary Modern School, him from doing so provided he complies with 
such a school should be allowed to run. the conditions laid down- in the Education 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have said at the incep- Law for the"opening of schools. It has been · 
tion of my speech that this Bill appears pointed out that experience has shown that 
superficially non-controversial, but if politics some proprietors who had put up decent 
comes into it, we shall have to shout and the buildings had been refused permission to , 
Queen of England will hear about this very open. (Mention one, Where?) In Aboh, Benin 
Bill and know of our position in the Western -:-and now why _were these schools refused 
Region. permission to open. There was some poli-

Mr Spe_.aker, Sir, I beg to support the_B1ll. tical bias in the attitude of the Minister of 
· Education and this should not be so. There · 

Mr A. T. Rerri: Mr Speaker, Sir, we do should be no politics in matters of education 
not iritend to oppose this Bill, but we wish because we . are all going to benefit whether 
to strike a note of warning that institutions we are NCNC or Action Group. Mr 
which comply reasonably with the ¥Jrovisions Speaker, · Sir, I beg to Sl,lpport. 
of "the Law should not be closed down or 
should not be made unworthy. Why I 
am saying this is this: Cases have been 
seen in the past · where Secondary Modem 
Schools' proprietors had difficulties in getting 
certain things done arid you will remember, 
Mr Sp~aker, sometime ago, the Minister of 
Education brought an amendment to this 

·House which amendment sought to facilitate 
th,e progeuure and methods of submitting 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sjr, I 
am really surprised · that Members of the 
Opposition picked. holes in this amendment 
which the Minister of E,:ducation has explain
ed. · The hon. Chief Wh,ip of the Opposition 
will agree with me that there has been no 
complaints in this House that the Minister of 
Education is discriminating in · the opening 
of new tiohoolA, 

.,. 
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r [CHIEF 0DEBIYI] able to finance it. Government is genuinely 
.:.. Even in regard to , the closure of schools interested in the welfare of the children and 
~ · the procedure is . that the Inspectorate not individual pockets. 
1 .• Division of the Ministry of-Education will go Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to 'move. 
~- to the schools, inspect them; and write their .. 
: .. reports pointing out the defects to the Question put and agreed io. 
f: proprieto'rs . and asking them to amend the Bill accordingly read a Second time and 
i!, defects withi~ a specified time. It , is when ordered for Committee immediately. 
ll proprietor~ fin~lly fail . to . make - good the In the Committee. 

defects that notxce of closure is served on the 

!
!,. school~ .concerned, unless Members of the Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 
: OppositiOn can produce evidence to the. Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 

contrary . . · Bill reported without amendment, read the 
Mr Speaker, Sir, most ~f these matters are Third time and passed. 

done by administrative machinery and the 
Minister is only concerned with high policy 

r· matters. In the existing Law there is no 
:-. prOVISIOn for the Minister to exercise his 

power with regard to private institutions as 
lie does with public ·institutions. . What we 
do now is to amend the Liw so that no loop 
. holes are left. There are many fraudulent 
. proprietors . all over the Region. Can- we 

"· ·, allow bad schools to continue for the benefit 
.· "of the pockets of a few fraudulent proprietors? 
· f. know Sir; that . the Chief Whip of the 

:: · Opposition is a teacher of some repute and 
·' would not allow the standards of education 

~n this Region to fall. I think, Sir, that this ' 
,,_ Is a very non-controversial Bill and that we 

should not waste time on it because we have 
"' many other businesses to handle. 

• 
Dr · Onabamiro: · Mr Speaker, Sir, 

I am · very happy that Members of the 
Opposition have conceded that this Bill is 
non-controversial. One or two questions 
have been raised. Those · secondary modern 
schools that wanted to open have not been 
allowed to start, because proprietors have not 
dis~overed the loop holes in the existing law 
whxch we now'want to plug. I am glad that 
people h;ive 'not .been able to take advantage , 
of th.e l?op' holes. · 

' . 
· It is the duty of the Government to protect 

.parents and children . from unscrupulous 
. school managers. Let me cite one instance 
of a secondary modern school in which there 

('were thirty pupils in each class of three 
·~ clas~es . and. ~barging £25 per annum per 
, pupxl for tmtxon, uniform, meals, etc. £25 
in thirty places gives £750 and this in three 
places gives £2,250. The proprietor employs 

f, three teachers, he pays the first one £250 per 
~- annum and each of the other two £150 
"' thereby making a total salary payment of £550 

to the three teachers in the school. Subtract 
£550 from £2,250 . and that leaves the 
proprietor with a gain of £1,700 per annum. · 
Whoever poses to be the friend of the 
parents and builds an institution should be 

1958-59 SUPPLEMENTARY 
APPROPRIATION BILL 

SECOND READiNG 

Adjourned Debate on the 'Question (6th 
April)-"That the Bill be read a Second time." 

Question proposed . 

Mr G. I. Ovia~u: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
Bill once again reveals lack of understanding 
of the correct procedure on financial matters 
on the part of the Minister of Finance. 
Although ~he sum involved is not great-only 
£9,390- he ought to have known that he was 
wrong to transfer anticipated savings from 
the Statutory Sub-head which require the 
sanction of this Legislature, but for the 
Director of Audit this would . have gone 
unnoticed. It would have been proper for 
the Mi'nister of 'Finance to have brought · 
this Supplementary Appropriation Bill over ' 
two years ago. This Bill is two years 
·behind time before it was brought to the 
Legislature for approval. I submit that this 
is a sign of inefficiency on the part of the 
Minister of Finance. We do n(_)t oppose 
this Bill. The Minister has spent this 
money though he did not put it into his 
pocket. What I am quarrelling with is the 
method of bringing this Bill to the Legislature' 
I hope this will nc,t be repeated again. ' 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
in agreeing with my hon. Friend from · 
Benin West, I have to say that this is a 
clear sign of the inefficiency which we are 
charging this Government with. 

This very amount of £9,390 should have . 
been spent by the Government, of this 
Region unnoticed. And Mr Speaker, Sir, 
we would like to know why that error was · 
not detected for 'so long a time. This thing 
happened about five years ago and if the 
Government of the Rt_!gion is efficient, and· 
the staff employed are ·equally efficient, · 
this error should have long been detectea 
and we could not have been called upon 

; I 
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I : 

·' .• 

today ' to spend time in debating this Appro
priation Bill. 

Mr Speaker Sir, at this Session we 
have seen that the GQvernment of the 
Region is giving· us a lot of Supplemer:
tary Appropriation Bills to debate. Thts 
very" Session, M.r Speaker, should have been 

. profitably allocated for debate on the 1961 -62 
Appropriation Bill becaw~e, from my careful 
study of that very Bill, we can even take all 
t.o do justice to the. debate arising from the 
1961 ~62 Law -or Bill. So that Sir, I am 
saying it now _that in future this House will 
no.t be called upon to pass a Supplementary 
Appropriation Bill, the m~ney for which 
has been spent a long tlme ago. The 
Appropriation Bill should be so tha! . the 
Government should not be open to susp1c~on . . 
I . am charging the Government that the 
Government is inefficient and .therefore the 
Government of this sidi:! should take up. -Mr 

·Speaker, Sir, when the Minister 'Jf Fin~nce 
has failed or is answering the cogent thmgs 
in my debate, he h_as to give a ~atisfactory 
explanation to exculpate the Actwn Group 
Government of the Region from this . gross 
inefficiency. Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
support. 

The Minister of Local Government 
(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenr~): .Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I say that ~he pomts made by t~e 
Member for - Benin West and also Bemn 
Central are noted. But it is tiot unusual 

' : that Supplementary . Estimates are brought 
before Parliarhent. Cases have occurred 
even , in the Federal ' Parliament · where 

. · Appropriation .Bills amoun~ing · to. · over 
· £1 million have been brought mto Parhament 
and approval has been given. On' several 
occasions we have brought Supplementary 
Appropriation Bills to this House and the 
House has no reason to doubt the honesty 

. of the Government. In this case·, it is another 
proof and evidence of the financial integ!ity 
of this Government. · If anybody quarrels 
with this Appropriation Bill, it means that he 
no longer wishes that the Government assist 
the Director of Audit .who is an independent 
and impartial b9dy who looks over all items 
of expenditure · of Government fr_om day _to 
day. r It is ~nfortunate that the uregulanty 
was not discovered even by the Department 
of Audit until it was brought to our notice 

. and.it was the right thing to do that Govern
ment attention was invited to it and it does 

· not matter at what stage, Parliament ought to 
know tlnd th.e full fuet8 hnve be@n brought 
by· the hon. Minister of Finance. · Mr 
$peaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Question put and agree~ to. 
', ' 

Bill accordingly read a Second time and. 
orderedfor Committee immediately. · 

In the Committee. 
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 
Schedule agreed to. 

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Bill reported without amendment, read the 
Third time and passed. 

~HE 1959-60 SUPPLEMENT ARY
1

, 

' . 
APPROPRIATION BILL 

SECOND READING 

Adjourned Debate on the Question (6th 
April)-"That the Bill .b€;! read a · Second 
#me'.'. 

Question proposed. 

Mr R. A. Akinyemi: Mr Speaker; Sir,~ 
I rise to say again that the Action Group 
Government, especially · the .. Ministry of.· · 
Finance has been grossly inefficient. In the 
first place," if Mr Speaker looks at the explana- ' 
tion in respect of this particular Supplemen-· 
tary Appropriation Bill, it says it will be 
explained in detail by the Public Accounts· 
Committee when it examines it. I remember 
that there was a circular issued out by the 
Clerk of the House asking the Public Accounts 
Committee to meet some two months ago 
before this Supplementary Appropriation 
Bill was brought. If the meeting ' was 
cancelled, the reason for the cancellation of 
the meeting, we don't . know. · But . ~ ~ 
suggesting that this particular explanatwn 
should have been made to. the Public Accounts } . 
Committee and . if the Public Accqunts : -· 
Committee thinks it justifiable then thee' 
Supplementary Appropriation Bill could be_ 
brought into the House. I would say t~at: 
the -Minister of Finance has the most m
efficient Ministry in the arm of the Govern-.. 
ment of the Region . . It is a very_, · 
allegation I am making agaiJ:?-st the 
Region Government. I w1ll not try. 
heckle them becau~e they arc . Members 
the .. Front Benches ~. of the Government 
But when it degenerates to back benchers 
the Action Group I:will ........ . (I · 
and I will warn the Minister of Transpo 
again . 

. Now this money has b~en spent . . It 
~pent wi~ho-ut the appropriate · •t.·hnrtr..,_ 

and that 18 thfl nu.thorlty of the Ptlrllnment, 
Now if it was spent without our approval; 
on what was it spent? Was it spent for 
pockets of th~ Members of the Govex:unent_ . 
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or was it spent fo:r; Government purpose? . If 
we had done this in .the Public Accounts 
Committee, there would have been iw neces
sity for us to 6ppose the Appropriation Bill. 
And I submit further Mr Speaker, Sir, that it 
is foolery to pass the Appropriation Bill when 
at the last meeting this was not detected, 
and after passing that, they brought another 
Appropriation Bill for a second time. I 
.submit Mr Speaker, . Sir, that the Action 
Group Government of this Region is so 
inefficient . that, I, ~hrough Mr Speaker, 
call upon them to resign now and we of the 
Opposition. will take over. And I would 
say· that but for the Accountant and the 
Auditor this thing . could not have . been 
detected and bu·t for the .Auditor we could 
not have known that this amount had been 
spent. I would say,-~ Mr Speaker ·that 
although we haye no other alternative than to 
supp,ort this item of the . Appropriation Bill, 

. nevertheless, we must make the . Government 
realise that we do not wish to subscribe to 
this . type of . practice. lf the Minister of 
Finance is inefficient as· he is showing now, 
I shall ask Mr Amadasun to take his p~ace. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr A~ E. E. Atohengbe: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, it is our duty as Her Majesty's Opposi
tion to co-operate with the Government of 
this Region. In doing so we arc not prepared . 
to . mortgage our legislative rights. With 
your permission, Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to read what the h'on. Minister of Finance said 
yesterday as being responsible for the over
expenditure necessitating the Supplemen
tary Appropriation Bill. 

. . I • 

He said: 

"When the accounts for 1959-60 were 
dosed, it was found .that expenditure had 
been incurred under the Heads of the 
1959-60 Estimates shown in the Schedule" 
·to the Bill in excess of the sums approved 
by the Legislature. The over-expenditure 
arose from the fact that the requirements 
under ·, various sub-heads were under
estimated in the first instance. Unfor-. 
tunately, the ·Ac<;:ounting Officers respons
ible for the Heads of expenditure did. 
not realise that. their votes were overspent 
until the accounts for. the year were made 
up. As the over-expenditure under 
individual sub-heads will be examined in 
detail by the Public Accounts Committee, 
I do not wish to trouble the House with 
explanations for the items which have 
'caused the excesses to ·which this Bi~l 
relates." 

N 

• .. 

·"I would like to emphasise, therefore, 
that the presentation of this Bill does not . 
mean that the total sums appropriated in 
the 1959-60 were exceeded," . , · 

and he quoted certain figures to show that. 

Well, Mr Speaker, Sir, I think that wa~ 
the most appropriate time to bother' this 
House with the items that made this over
expenditure responsible because in the old 
House, we had 80 members, but in the present 
House we have 124 Members and most of the 
Members of the old House were not electoral.;. 
ly privileged to be here now and we now 
have more new Members than the old ones: 
This is the most appropriate time to have made 
Members of this House know .what items 
were responsible for this over-expenditure. 
Well, this is inefficief,lcy on ~e part_ of the 
Ministry of Finance and also of the auditing 
of the accounts, · 

He said further that one Public Accounts 
Committee will review these accounts. Then 
if it was possible to approve 1958-59 Supple
mentary Appropriation Dill, ' it should not · 
be too late for.the Public Acc6unts Committee 
to review these items and then resuhmit it 
to this House later on. ·· 

So, Mr Speaker, Sir, I suspect that .. there 
is · a motive behind the idea of pushing 
this Supplementary Appropriation B~ll 
through without having told Members of 
this House what items were re:sponsible for 
the over-expenditure. 

Mr Speaker, Sir,' I beg to oppose. 

.M r D. Atolagbe: I beg to support the . 
Supplementary Appropriation Bill which _has 
been presented to this honourable House by 
the han. Minister of Finance. I do believe, 
Sir, that if there is honour and virtue in being 
silent when a very clear Bill is presented to 
this House, this ·Bill is a singular instance and. 
I therefore find it very difficult to appreciate 
the lengthy criticisms which have . been 
levelled against the Ministry of Finance in 
respect of over-expenditure under £50,000. 

-- '" ' . . 

It has been suggested that Parliament lias 
not 'authorised or passed this.· vote. I 
believe that this criticism from the Opposition 
side stems from the fact that they have not 
divorced themselves of colonial mentality .. . 
They have to appreciate the status of this 
Government and of this House, in this new 
year of independence .and .. sovereignty; . 
Under the constitution the Minister of 
Finance has considerably wide powers , to 
authorise expenditure during the peridd .t4e 
House is not sitting. 

' I 
, · " 

.• 
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In' the old days, the Standing Committee 
for Finance was charged with that responsibil
ity. What is also more is this, that if there 
is any Ministry of Finance :which should be 
.criticised or condemned, certainly, it is not 
the · Ministry of Finance of the WesterJ,1-
Region because we do know that an inde
pendent Enquiry has had to castigate and 
cdticise severely an NCNC Minister in this 
country and we say that if that Minister 
wer'e in any other part of the world, that 
pers~n will not be holding the portfolio of 
finance today. It is on record that there has·not 
been an ~ccasion when any stricture affecting 

· the prestige, honesty, or reputation has been 
levelled against any Minister of Finance in 
this Region. ' · 

Also one other important f)Oint which 
I think deserves attention· at this stage, 
because we are going to consider two 
other Appropriation Bills, to be made 
clear to the Opposition is that there is no 
dishonour and is not unusual for any Govern
ment to come to this House from time to time 
with Supplementary Appropriation · Bills. 
Even in the United hin ~c'om, Supplementary 

·Appropriation Bill wh1ch was passed for the 
· year just ended totalled £140 million and 

that was discovered to be in proportion of 
1 ·: 4 of the original estimated expenditure. 
The Supplementary Appropriation Bill of 
£50,000 which the Minister presented to this 
House represents a very insignificant 
proportion of the original estimated expend
iture of this Region. Perhaps if han. 
Members · on the Opposition study the 
responsibilities of Parliament and of the 
various committees, they would understand 
that the very details of · half-pennies and 
pennies which are spent by this Government 
is not a matter for concern for an enlarged 

. House, that is why the Public Accounts 
Committee has been set up, and there is 
no d<;mbt that when the appropriate time 
comes the Public Accounts. Committee will 
be called, and if han. Members opposite 
are anxious, they have machinery, they 
have remedies in their hands •Which they 
could use if they feel that we are genuinely 

• . withholding comments of the Public Accounts 
1 Committee al'l.d I do know that the · hon. 

Minister of Finance or his representative 
when answering to this debate will certainly 
give the House very cogent reasons why the 
Public Accounts Committee has not been 
able to meet until now. 

M r Speaker, Sir, I .beg to support. 
'' Chief A. Adekeye: I just like to say, 
as Chairinan of the Public Accounts Commit
tee, that there was to.· be a meeting of that 

·' 
Committee last month but when we sent' out 
circulars, we discovered that Permanent 
Secretaries and Heads of Departments who 
were to appear before us were very busy with 
the "Estimates and we had to postpone it. . . 

. I 

Alhaji Adegbenr o: I am most grateful 
Mr Speaker, Sir, to the Government Whip 
who has made a very invaluable contribution 
to this debate. If they have r~ad the 
explanatory notes, I should have thought 
that the Members of the Opposition should 
have .. been -satisfied with that. After all, 
this Parliament has ·approved 1959-60 
Appropriation Bill and the han. Minister of 
Finance in presenting this Supplementary · 
Appropriation Bill made it clear that the 
Approved Estimates for 1959 by Pa~liament 
was underspent to a tune of.£8 million and 
this is another indication that Government 
is sincere, and wants to place all facts before 
Parliament. This sum of £35 1000 which has 
been overspent is included in the net amount 
UQ.derspent by Government ' during 1959-60 
financial year and there is no reason, therefore, 
why Members of the Opposition should be 
so bitter about this Supplementary Appro
priation Bill. 

Unfounded allegations of inefficiency have 
been le'velled against the Ministry of Finance 
and I · do know, Sir, .that throughout the 
Federation of Nigeria, the Ministry of Finance, 
now Treasury in this Region, and particularly 
the han. Minister of Finance is ·the most 
efficient. I would challenge any Member 
of the Opposition to place before ·us at a later 
stage facts to show the rela~ive ability, 
achievement and competence of each Minister · ·· 
of Finance in any other,part of the Federation ·I:; 
and I will give facts on which' I. rely to say ,. 
that the Minister of Finance of this Region. · 
is the most efficient and hardworking we 
have ever heard 'of in the whole Federation . 
We of this Government do not· believe in , · 
noise-making. We keep to our pledge that • 
we shall work in the interest and for the ' 
upliJtment of the people of · this Region, ~ . · 
and therefore, we may leave the question of , 
spending money entirely to the officials . . No 
Minister of this Region has ev-er handled a · 
penny. We do ' know, Sir, that that has :·, 
never been the case in other parts. of the Fede- .. 
ration. · 

We . are . in Parliament, Mr Speaker, Sir, · 
and if anybody thinks that the.re is anything '. 
against ,my statement, he has the opportunity · .-· 
to say so and I am p repared to meet him, on ,. .-
his own grounds. · ·: 

~ 

If you permit me, Mr· Speaker, Sir, I like.\ 
to repeat this that the Government of · 
Western Nigeria uphold our pledge in ~he \ 
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light that o'ur motto will be "Honesty, 
Integrity, and Faith" and that in matters 
·of finance, we have not~1ing to hide and we 
can" ··come into the open with open hands . 
and lay our cards on the table. How 

. · many Ministers of Finance in this Federation 
~! ···, can , do .that? How many Ministers in this. 
t '*' j. ... •.' country can. do that? I challenge . the 

1 

Members of the· Opposition to say that 
castigating remarks 'have never been directed 
on a certain Minister of Finance in some 

·other ,part of the Federation of Nigeria. 

, Mr Speaker, Sir, We are happy and glad, 
and we are proud, Sir, and I think all Mem
bers of Parliament should be proud of the 
Government which they have, because the 
Director of Audit is not under any ministerial 
control. He is directly responsible to the 
Director of Overseas Audit in the United 
Kingdom and, therefore, he is entirely 
free to criticise and condemn . any acts of 
Gov~rnment' or any Minister for that matter. · 
I say that we are proud because we have not, 
I repeat, we have .not had anything recorded 
as an adverse report agains't this Government. 

. .The Director of Audit is a competent person, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, and I .. therefore comme.nd 
this Supplementary Appropriation Bill to the 
acceptan~e . of the House. · 

Question,_ put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read a' Second time and 

ordered for Committee immediately. 
In the Committee. 
First Schedule. ·· ' 
Ques~ion that the sum of £35,586 for the 

First Schedule stand part of the Bill put and 
agreed to. 
. Second Schedule. 

· · Question that the sum of £5, 036 for the 
Second Schedule stand part of the Bill put 

. and agreed to. 
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 
Clause 3. ' 

Question proposed. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: I beg to · move an 
amendment to read £5,036 Additional Capital 
Expenditure 1959-60. 

The Minister of Hea lth and· Social 
Welfare (Chie( J. 0. Osuntokun): I beg to 

•' second. 
' Question proposed. 

Question put and a'greed to. 
Clause 3 as amended agreed to. 
Mr Speaker • resumed the Chair. 
Bill . reported wiih- amendment, read the .. 

Third time and passed. 

THE 1960-61 SUPPLEMENTARY 
APPROPRIATION .BILL 

SECOND .READING 

Adjourned Debate on .the Question ·{6th 
April)- "That the Bill be read a Second time". 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. . 
Bill. accordingly read a. Second· time and 

ordered for Committee immediately. 
In the Committee. 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

HEAD 322.- PREMIER'S OFFICE 
. . ·~~ 

Question that the sum of £10,640 for Flead ;!fi;; 
322.-Pnmier's Office-stand part of the 
Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 323.- TREASURY 

Question that the sum of £47,000 for Head 
323.- Treasu?y- stand part of the Schedule, 
put and agreed to . 

HEAD 324.-MISCELLANEOUS 

Question that the sum of £342,550 for Head 
324.- Miscellaneous- st.and P.art of ,. the 
Schedule put and agreed to. · 

· HEAD 325.- PENSIONS AND GRATUITIES 

Question that the sum of £30,000 for Head 
325.- Pensions and Gratuities-· stand part of 
the Schedule, put and agreed to .. 

HEAD 327:-TRANSFER OF PAYMENTS 

Question that the sum of £1,250 for Head 
327.- Transfer of Payments- stand part of th'e 
Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 328.- MINISTRY OF .AGRICULTURE AND 
NATURAL , REsouRcEs 

Question that the surn of £29,550 for Head 
328.- Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources- stand part of the Schedule, put and 
agreed to. ; 

HEAD 330.---,-MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

Question that the sum of £508,000for Head 
330.- Ministry of Education- stand part of the 

· Shedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 331.- MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL WELFARE 

Question that the sum of £3, 100 for Head 331 
- Ministry of Health and Social Welfare
stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

L . 

HEAD 332.- MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS ' . 

Question that the sum of £97,390 for Head 
332- Ministry of Home Affairs- stand part of 
the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

:; 
, · r 
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Question that the sum of £3, 100 for Head 
333- Ministry of Justice- stand part of the 
S,chedule, put and agreed to. 

. ' . . 

HEAD 334.- MINISTRY OF -MIDWEST AFFAIRS 

. Question that the sum of £1,030for Head 334. 
- Ministry of Midwest Affairs- stand part of 
the Schedule, put and agreed to. , 

HEAD 335.- MINISTRY OF LANDS AND 
LABOUR ,, 

Question that th~ swnof £27 OOOfor Head355. 
· -Ministry of Lands and Labour- stand part 

· · · ofthe Schedule, put _and agreed to . 

~ .• 

' HEAD 336.- MINISTRY OF 

LocAL GoVERNMEr-J.T 

Question that the sum of £2,320 for Head 
336:- Ministry of Local Government- stand 
part of the Schedtfle, put and agreed to . . 

. HEAD 337.-MINISTRY OF 
TRADE AND INDUSTRY 

Question that the sum of £8,880 for Head 
337.- .Min£stry of Trade and Industry- stand 
part qf t~e Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 338.- MINISTRY OF WoRKS AND 
TRANSPORT 

Question that the sum of £62,980 for Head 338. 
- Ministry of Works and Transport- stand 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. · 

HEAD 340.- ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER'S 
OFFICE 

· Question that the sum of £30for Head 340.
Elector'al Commissioner's Office---,stand part of 
the Schedule, put and agreed to . · 

HEAD 341.- }UDICIAL 

, Question that the sum of £500for Head341.
Judicial- stand part of the Schedule, put and 
_aweed to. ·· 

HEAD 342.- LEGISLATURE 

Question that the sum of £30,970 for Head 
342.- Legislature- stand part of the Schedule, 
put and'agreed to. 

, • . HEAD 344.-. PuBLIC 'SERVICE CoMMISSION 

· Question that the sum of £5,920for Head344. 
-· fubUc Service Commission- stand part of the 
Schedule, put and agreed to. 
~- Question that the sum total of £2,442,930 
f r;r the First Schedule~stand part of the Bill, 
put and agree.d to. 

' 1 

HEAD 701.- BuiLDINGS _ 
' . 

Question that the sum of £9;945 for Head 
701.--'-Buildings- standr part of the .- Schedule . 
put and agreed to . 

HEAD 702.- ROADS AND BRIDGES 

Question that the sum of £11,870 for Head 
702,- Roads and Bridges- stand part of the 
Schedule, put and agreed to. 

I-lEAD 703.- URBAN WATER SUPPLIES 

Question that the sum of £1,900 for Head 
703.- Urban Water Supplies- stand t part 
the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 705.- LOANS 

Question that the sum of £400,000 for Head · 
705.-Loans- stand part of the Schedule. 
put and agreed to. · 

HEAD 706.- EDUCATION BUILDING 
. GR!\NTS f ·~ 

Question that the sum of £150,000for Head 
706.- Education Building Grants- stand part 
of the Schedule, put and agreed to . 

HEAD 709,.:_SPECIAL .AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT . 

Question that the sum of £336,,400 for Head 
709.-Special Agricultural Development
stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

OTHER NON-RECURRENT 
EXPE.ND11 URE . 

HEAD 720.- GOVERNOR 
I 

Question that . the sum of £7,310 for Head 
720.- Governor- stand part of the Schedule, 
put and agreed to . 

HEAD 722 .-PREMIER'S OFFICE 

Question that the sum of £32,370 for Head 
722.- Premier's Office- stand part of the 
Schedule, put and agreed to. ., 

,HEAD 723.- TREA-SURY 

Question that the sum of £1,660 for Head , 
723.- 'J'reasury- stand part of the Schedule, · · 
put and agreed to. 

l 

HEAD 724.- MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Question that the sum of £6, 000 for Head 
724~-Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources_- stand part of the · Schedule, put 
and agreed to. · 

HEAD 726.- MINISTRY OF EDUCATION . 

.Question that the sum of £47,140 for Head 
726.- Ministry of EdttJ:atign- stand pqrt of 
t~~ Schedule, put and agreed to . . 
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HEAD . 727 .- MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND 
SociAL WELFARE 

Question that the sunl,l .of £38,580 for Head 
727.- Ministry of Health ·and Social· Welfare .. 
- stand part of .the Schedule, put and agred to. 

HEAD ·732.- MINISTRY oF LocAr.. 
GoVERNMENT 

f ~·. • .;; . 

Question that the sum of £1,690 for Head 
732.-Ministry of Local Government- stand · 

M r E. 0 . Ima fidon : Mr Speaker Sir , 
Standing Order 27 (1). . The hon. Member 
is reading his Speech. 

I 

Mr Speaker: Will th~ hon. Gentleman 
continue. 

part of the Schedule; put and agreed to. 

HEAD 733.-MINISTRY OF TRADE AND 
INDUSTRY 

Mr Olusa: The Estimates before the · 
Hous~ reflects sound .~conomic policy and 
healthy financial standing~ Comparison 1s 
said . to be odious, but man cannot but 
compare and contrast. Therefore when w'e 
compare the financial and economic policy of 

• this Government with those of the other 
Governments of the Federation we do not 
mean to disparage those Gover~ents. '" 

Question that the sum of £2,630 for Head 
733.- Minisiry of Trade 'and Industry- stand 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to~ 

. HEAD 738.- LEGISLATURE 

Question that the sum of £25 0 for Head 
738.- Legislature-stand part of the Schedule, 
put and agreed to. · 

.Question that the sum total of £1,047,748 
for the Second Sche'dule-:-stand part of the .iiill, 
put and agreed to. 

Mr Speaker r~sumed the Chair. 

Bill reported without amendment, 1·ead the 
Third time and passed. 

Sitting suspended at ·i0.30 .a.m. 

r Sitting resumed at 11.35 a.m. 

• THE 1961-62 APPROPRIATION BILL . 
SECOND READING 

·. Adjourned Debate on the Question (27th 
March). "That BiH be read a Second Time". 

. .. .. Question proposed. ' 

. The ~arlianientary -· ~ Secretary to the 
. Minister of Education (Mr R. A. Olusa): 

Mr Speaker? ' Sir, I support the Appropriation 
Bill with all the emphasis that I can command. 
In' doing s-o, Sir, I wish to pay tribute to hon. 
the Minister of Finance for the careful 
manner in which he got up the Budget 
Speech and for the masterly way in which 
he delivered it. . I congratulate him most 
heartily. I congratulate too all his colleagues 
with whose co-operation the Estimates 
have been prepared. Here, the hon. Premier 
deserves special commendation for leading 
a team of selfless hard-working men such 
as we have . in . this Government. This 
Region is by the Grace of God blessed with 
men of sterling qualities. May God . grant 
that this Region is always led by men of 
exemplary ability such as we have tod~y. 

Mr Speaker Sir, the Budget of the Northern 
Government, controlled by the .NPC shows 
a deficit. That of the Eastern Government, 
controlled by the NCNC barely balances, 
while our own, as we can see from the copies 
of the Estimates in our hands, is sound and 
bouyant with a surplus of nearly. half a million 
pounds. 

M r A. A. Babayemi: Mr Speaker Sir:, 
on point of · information. The Southern 
Cameroons has broken away from Nigeria\ 
so the National Council of Nigeria and 
Cameroons now becomes NCN and not 
NCNC. , 

Mr Olusa: ' Mr Speaker Sir, I take. th~ 
correction. Instead of NCNC, I will say 
·NCN . . (laughter from both sides of the House). 
The Action . Group Government of th~ 
Western Region deserves to be highly 
congratulated. That is what ·it should be'. 
It has always been so. It shall ever be so. · 

It is unfortunate Sir that w!th the exceptiori. 
of one or two persons from the Opposition 
side, none of them has been able to make 
any effective and useful c<:mtribution to the 
debate. Instead of aligning themselves -with 
the Government, if . they agree , with the 
provisions of the ' Estimates; or make alterna
tive suggestions, if they disagree, they 
indulge in worthless multifarious platitude: 
I am not surprised this is so. · Sound common 
sense has long departed from the people 
on that side of the House as could be seen 
since the commencement of this session 
beginning with the gratuitous misbehaviour . 
and bad manners of the Leader of that side · 
who did not scruple to treat tradition . and 
convention with puerile levity. . ; 

M r Speaker Sir, the hon. Member for 
. Ikeja South started with the role of agricultur~ · 
in the economy of this Region . One wili 
expect him to ·disprove or prove Govern-: 
ment right in its agricultural policy. But 
what did he do? He jumped off to say all 
sorts of unparliamentary :things of the 
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Government party and top notchers of that 
party as if it is on account of abuse that he 
was voted into the House to earn £840 per 
annum. The hon. Member for Benin 
West started by comparing the votes for 
various -agricuJtural products like rubber, 
oil palm and cocoa. He could not appreciate 
the · effort that the Government is making 

· . to improve these commodities and thereby 
raise the standard of living of the people of 
the Region. What did he do? He went off 
the rail. He accused the Government of 
neglecting rubber and oil -palm in the Mid
west in the past. But we are dealing with 
the ' present. What is the Government 
policy for the current year like? That is the 
question he is called upon tq answer. This 
is . the . sort of thing these men on the 
other side of the House come ' to say in the 
House in order to earn . £840 per annum 
shamelessly. I want all of them to know that 

. what they are doing is nothing short of politi
. -cal robbery. Their re~:;eiving money and 
'fai!ing to do their duty rightly ·is swind~ing, 
and everyone qf them there is guilty of 
:swindling public fund. · 

M t Speaker.: Hon. Members don:'t come 
here to swindle public money. Please 
withdraw that. 

. Mr Olusa: I withdraw. · But I say, Sir, 
that these p~ople should go and learn ·how 
to do their. job properly. They should 
.know that they are not to come and abuse 
hut to credit the Government and make 
·proposals for improvement. 

·M r Speaker Sir, you will all agree that 
th~ economy ·of this country hangs on 
.agriculture, and t:hat •of this _Region hangs 
·Chiefly on cocoa.. This Government has 

- .always .recognised that fact. Now that 
·rubber and oil palm are occupying their own 
·proper places this Government .makes provi
:sions for their improyement. Hence ·the 
pr.ovisions of thousands of pounds for 

. rubber and .oil palm in the -Midwest and 
.similar · sums of money for the improvement 
and rehabilitation of cocoa in cocoa growing 
.areas of the Regan. I congratulate this 
Government and especially the Minister of 
Agriculture ·for the sound agricultural policy 
pursued by this :Government. . 

Mt 6plilal~er Sir, m ush has been ·said on 
Farm. Institut~§ and Se,tt lements that I need 
not bore the H ouse with more words on the 
subject even though too much cannot be said 
in praise of the Government for the scheme. 
With the good work of the Town 'Planning 
D ivision 'Of the Ministry of Lands and 

Housing more and more good buildings will 
be erected in this country both in the urban . 
and . the rural areas·. Therefore more and 
more timbers would be needed for these 
buildings and for furniture. Therefore 

' ' ' more conservation of our fqrest products 
should be done. ~xport of timbers should 
be controlled and restricted, ' especially the 
export of hard wood. Timbers which some 
years ago cost next td nothing today cost very 
much. Government should exercise more 
control on the timber trade. If less -wood 
is exported the price will likely rise and more 
money would accrue from export duty. The 
Government deserves praise for the intensive 
afforestation that is being undertaken by the 
Forestry Division of the Ministry of Agri- ' 
culture and Natural Resources. Forests are 
our natural heritage. Forest products con
tribute much to the revenue ·.of this Region, 
and therefore we praise the Government for 
its good work in our forests. 

. ' 

Mr Speaker Sir, roads properly built and 
tarr!!.d ramify all over the Region making it 
possible-for all and sundry to reach any part of 
the Region he desires. 

Mr Speaker: I really could not differen- -. 
tiate the Member's speech from what he had 
to say on the Speech from the Throne.. Y,ou 
will direct your speech .to the financial policy ~ 
of , the Government. 

M r Olusa: Mr Speaker Sir, ' what I am 
saying Sir is that Government has spent a lot 
of money for the improvement and tarring of 
roads. With good roads, it is clear that 
farmers can move their products ·to any place 
that they like and traders could move any
·where for buying and selling. ' .If this is not 
an economic · policy I would like to ask mem-
bers opposite what it is. • · · 

'Mr Speaker Sir, we know the 'number of 
industrial projects in the East, North and 
·even Federal. Tell me which of them .can . 
compare .with the ·west and beat her? -We . ; 
know how many Corp~~ns a . sister 

· Government has fomied atm'~issolved after 
spending huge sums of ·money without 
producing anything at all in return~· Tell 
me whi<:;h party controls that government? 
(Several Government Benches: NCN, NCN.) 
Yet these men over there_:_among · them 
chemists, Q<:;::s and smalll~";lers .. .......... . 

Mr Akinyeml: On a P t1hu ot 0 1'dt1t' eur; 
· Order 27 (2). Alii a Parliamtmtary ~0Gf:etary I 

expect that he ought to know that he ·should r 

not read his speech, but also he should confine 
himself to the financial policy of this Region. 
(Government Benches: Keep quiet) ...... When 
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I am making a point you ask me to keep 
quiet; the Premier himself will not ask me 
to keep 9uiet. 

(Chee1·s as the Premier .entered the House). 

Mr Speake~ : The Premier just arrived 
at a: time . Qrdetf is being restored. ' . . . 

Farm Settlements scheme has been a weapon 
of oppression in my Division. 

Mr Speaker: I have to call the attention 
of the hon. Gentleman to the fact that we are 
dealing mainly and specifically with the finan
cial policy of the Government and that what 
he is saying has got nothing to <;io with the · 
financial policy ot the Government. · 

. . 

Mr Oiamigoke: . The farm settlements 
scheme is designed to find jobs for Action 

· Group supporters. 

Mr Speaker: I do not like t o interrupt 
hon. Gentlemen when they speak but when 
I make my ruling or give my advice I think 
it is proper that it . should be taken. The 
hon. Gentleman should please confine his 
speech to the financial policy of Government 
otherwise I shall rule him out of order. 

. Mr Olusa: There is one channel through 
which some money of this Region flows away. 
It is via motor licensing. Th~e Police and 
especially the Vehicle Inspection Officers are 
chiefly and wholly responsible. The purpose · 
of the inspection.~otor vehicles is to ensure 
that motor lor~hich ply our highways 
are road-worthy. What do these officers do? 
They lay premium on lorries to be" tested. 
Whether a lorry is road-worthy or not the 
premium must be paid otherwise the lorry is 
not road-worthy. Some of these officers 
went as far as to declare any lorry road-worthy 
as soon as it is known t~at the premium has Mr -Olamigoke: Mr Speaker Sir, I 
been paid. For inspection all _the lorries challenge the Leader of the House to arrange 
line up. A jUIJior officer goes round to see ... a parliamentary delegation ·to see sorr. e of the· 
them and collect the money and return to schools built in this Region~built by the 
give particulars of the lorries on which they Regional Government-in order to see what 
have been collected. I wish the authorities is o~·t_ainin.g if! these s_<;:hools. The sch?ols 
concerned to take serious view ofit. are _}lJ-eqmpped. . · 

Mr ·C. 0. Ola~igoke: I observe that 
so much has been done in this Region to so .. 
few. It is unfortunate that the Action Group 
Government in this Region betrayed the 
confidence of the masses. No one will fail 
to be impressed by the amount of money 
voted for education on paper but if one goes 
into the details to see how much of this 
m~ney is being spent one will be very 
sorry to see the amount which is being wasted_ 
because in the so-called primary schools 

. built by the Regional Government what 
you find in some of the classrooms . are 
cQcroaches, termites and lizards, because 
all these schools have been built by the un
qualified contractors of the Action · Group 

,_ •i}. (Government Benches: Are you a teacher;) 
· .;;. . '(Opposition Members: Yes! a Principal 
\~11·, for that matter) • . Ondo Provipce, is badly 
' ,; neglected by the Action G.roup Government 
: :f' .- of this Region~ There is the "Sitation" of the 
~l '· ·University of . Ife ...... (lntet:ruPtions, Govern-
.. '.,. ment Benches: Sitation?) .... ~.Yes, the . .Action 
· ~;,· Group :has sited the .. University at ·,· lfe 

because they are' very discriminatory and 
tribalistic. ' 

Mr Kotoye: We will lik_e to know 
whether the hon. Member _is using Bensonian · 
English-"Sitation"? (laughter),. . 

~ .. . ,. . . 
Mr Olamig6ke: Take the Agricultural 

proj,ect of this , Region for instance. ·The 
' . ~ 

~ _ _. . 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Finance (Mr D.·K. Olumofir.): 
Standing Order 36 and 69. I want both to be 
read conjointly (Opposition Members: Read it). 
I refer to Order 69 (2): 

"After the Motion for the Second 
reading of the Bill has bee11 made and 
seconded, the · debate . thereon shall be 
adjourned for not less than two days and . 
when resumed shall be confined to the 
financial and economic state of the Western 
Region of Nigeria and the Western Region 
Government's financial policy ......... " 

This has been contravened hy the Member 
for Okitipupa Waterside Rural. Mr Speaker 
has ruled against him and he continues to 
infringe the Standing Order. I therefore 
refer Mr Speaker to Standing Order •36,: 

.,. . ~ { '. ' i 

"Mr Speaker in the House and . th~ 
Chairman .in' any . Committee shall . be 
responsible for the observance of the rule~ 
of order in the House and ~ommitte.e . 
respectively and their deCision upon al).y 
point of order shall not be open to appeal 
and shall not. be . reviewed by the HousE" 
except upon a substantive Motion made 
after notice". · · 

I. think the Member for Okitipupa either does 
not understand the Speaker or does not under
stand the procedure. I ,. think he' is contra
vening the order of the Speaker. . . 

•' 

·. , ... ,: ; I 
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Mr Speaker: The Standing Order grammar schools. The Gov~rrunent ~n
quoted by the hon. Gentleman is a confirma- ,courages communities to . contribute .·initial "' 
tion · of . the authority of what I said before expenses of building of these - schools, 
and ·I have given the hon. Gentleman suffi- sometimes may be a block of four classrooms 
cient latitude because I feel that he is a new or a block of six class rooms, then Govern-

. ·.comer to this House; but if he continues to ment will come in to support the community, 
flout my authority I shall deal with him in the ~d later on they issue building grants. ' . It 
way. I shall deal with anybody flouting my will be right · for Members, espeCially the 
authority. Member from Aboh who has been here for ten 

years and has not shown the spirit of leader-
Mr Olamigoke: Mr Speaker Sir, in ship, to 'lead his people to build a secondary 

Okitipupa Division there was a . cinema ·van school and there after earn grants in aid for his 
located to the place, but just last year the constituency. · 
cinema van disappeared from . the place. 

Mr. Speake·r: Order, order. · The ques
tion of cinema van has nothing to do with the 
financial policy of the Government. Any 
. other Member prepared to speak? 

· The Deputy Speaker (Mr S. T. 
Adelegan): I rise to · supp~t · the Second 
reading of the Appropriation Bill, 1960-61. 
In· supporting this Bill there are two aspects 
of the speech of the hon. the ' Minister -of 

·Finance which 'I think are worthy of remark, 
' 'and if , the Speaker will allow me J would 
want ·to read them once again : One des
. cribes the duties of the Government and the 
duties . of the · citizen. 6~ page 3 Sir, the 
Minister of Finance declared : .. 
:· ...... I have indicated what we consider 

to be the proper business of Government 
. in this matter of _economic development-.. -: 
that is, to assist. and promote. .There . are 
two major ways in which . the orelinacy 
citizen's own behaviour is of vital importance. 
First, we must all help. to correct the wrong 
impression that . Government's financial 

. resources for meeting the · cost · of · services · 
which it provides are limitless. . It · is ·our 
duty; as representatives of the · people, 
to bring all to a greater realisation of · the 
fact ·that Government has · no means of 
meeting· its commitments -other than taxes, 
direct or indirect, paid by members of the 
,community. It should pe clear. also that 
,even where a Goverrirnent is , abl~ to raise 
_loans, it is the people .who ultimately will 
m.ake the repayment through the taxe~ paid 
. : ; . ~ e •• • .. )) - ' > ' I • 

I have no doubt that this passage put~: ~he 
matter clearly. I have heard Members 
of the Oppositon compl~in' that Government 
has not built secondary schools .. in some 
Divisions or in their own towns: the Govern
ment's financial policy in this respect is very 

. sound; that is community self-help, and it is 
to this aspect that I wish to draw the attention 
of Members of this House. The Govern

. ment wants tq 'encourage conimunities to 
help ~hemselves in the building of secondary 

The other point, Sir, which I think is yery 
remarkable is the point that despite the fact 
that the Government has reduced rates and 
paid substantial grants to Local Authorities 
the Government still do not want to resort 
to raising higher rates during the year. Let 
me read this passage to you from the speech 
of the honourable the Minister of Finance . 
with the permission of Mr Speaker . . ·On 
page 3 Sir- · 

"At this time last year reforms, which 
were acclaimed by all, were introduc.ed i~ 
our income tax system. Considerable; 
:q!ductions were made in the taxes pay;able 
by th~ _great majority of . the .. citizens. 
Women were exempted altogether from . 
the payment of , either genet:al tate.s ,or · 
special rates. Goverrunent undertook· ·to .' · 

. assist local authorities . in meeting any; . 
.• short-fall in their incomes :. whkh .might." 

result from the· new arrangements, :,. We1 •. ' 

have no intention, at the present time, of:: · : 
incn;asing the rates . of income . tax . or.: 
changing the system of. assessmet).t and' 
c()llection, except in regard to the in v. uu•L;.,."''·" 
tion of Pay As You Earn System';. · · r; ~· \ 

Sometime ago the Opposition ·suggested 
Goverrunent has finished all the money · 
Treasury and we are very happy, Sir~· 
when we read the speech of the· Minister' of 
Finance there is no ·indication that :all · ·th: · 
money in the Treasury has been finished; 
that the steps taken by · Goverrunent · · ,. 
reducing rates _last year W~S only for election);··. 
purposes, now we have seen that the Govern.:!\ . 
ment was sincere in this .. motive. · 

Therefore, Sir, I b~g to ' · 

. Mr R. 0. Areola: Mr Speak'er, ·Sir, 
. to support this 1961-62 . Appropriation · 

and the general · financial policy of . this . 
Government-the only Goverrunent .... 1 ..... 

(interruptions). · . ~· .. 
. ~ · 

Chief · Odebiyi: . Point of 
Standing Order 29 (5). Members shall' 
malte · unseemly interruptions while nny 
Member is speaking. I If Members are being 
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interrupted when they speak it will affect 
tl:.e standard of debate in the House and I 
would like the ,Speaker. t<? apply that rule. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I shall now go a little 
further, Sir and by simple examples given in 
the language underst~ndable . to the hon. 
Member for Ikeja teach him what a balanced 

Mr Speaker: Order 29 (5) has been budget is, or should be; · Take for instance 
pointed .. out by tlie honourable the Leader the items enumerated above, if the Budget 
of the House and Minister of Finance. It gives an unusually large proportion of the . 

· d · $> · · Revenue to, say, Education, at the parti~l or 
rea s- ,. · · · ~~ ' . total neglect of, say, Health and Social 

"Members · shall not make unseemly Services, such a budget may be said to be 
. · interruptions '" while · any Member . is unbalanced. Or if Sir, the Revenue ought. 
· speaking". . to be divided between Agricultural and Iri:. 

dustrial projects, say in the fair and equitable 
. Apart~ from the · reason . given by the hon. ratio of th.ree to five, instead if it is divided in 
· Minister · of Fin · . , Members have always the ratio of one to seven, such a budget' can 

complained · tha their speeches were not be termed to be unbalanced. But Sir, to go 
• accurately reported and I think one of the . out of these and attack this well-got up budget 
,' reasor.s for that is the noise that goes on all as unbalanced is to make an .irresponsible 

around-' ih the honourable House. I agree statement. 
and probably you: will agree . with me that : Mr Spbaker, Sir,· the Opposition of this 
I have got to be firm on this point and I 
shall leave no stone unturned in enforcing House can hardly be regarded as the alterna
this Order. · .. tive Government of this Region. For if by 

any misjudgerrient or miscalculation on the 
.. · Mr keola: Mr 'speaker, Sir, I · was part of the • electorates this Opposition is 
saying_ that this is the only Government that voted to · power, it will have nothing to 
has . b~~n . able to ·pave its way 'without re- offer to · the people · of this Region. Its 
course to" 'loans or accumulated debts. Let main business so far has been to read red 
tis examir_;e· some 'of the items .on· which the into . every honest attempt- of this Governj 
Gov~rntnent spends its ·Revenue. ·· ment to improve the living standards of th~ · 

· · ,. £' . people of · this Region. Apart frorri the 
' ·· ··-' :•·, · : · ·· ·" curious suggestion by ' the · Leader of the 
.: Education· ... ' I , •. ; , "9.7 million Opposition that a selleF's market should be 
- · Roads · ' ;.. 5.5 million established for 'the sale of cocoa to keep up 
·; · Agticulture ·and . Natural 2.9 million its price in the wodd market, all the criticisms 
·. ··::·Resources.'· · of the Opposition ·• have been destructive 
•.·· Health and · ·social Wei..: 2.6 million throughout, you will agree· with· i:ne Sir; 
·. · · fare ;:_ :· · - , · that such a suggestion . was very un-Kayode 
.. ~ Urban · arid Rural Water 2.6 million · and .. even :then. .he .went off the rail when ,he 
-.. Works' and;Transport ... . 2.2 million thought the seller should dictate the price .at 
·. Lrnms' 'to Statutory Cor- 4.4 million which to .sell and yet dear the market . of . 
: 'p6rations. ·. · · his . goods; , . What the Government or the' . 
·: Ge~.~rali .: , Adniinistratidn 9.4 million people pf, this Region , expect 'from . the 
:.~ · · · · · .. : :• · · · .- Opposition is not merely to brand the phn~ 
' Mr Speaker, Sir, which of these items could of the Government' as unprogressive or 

' be omitted'' : from the .list without : causirig their statem·ents•. as watery. but the Opposi-. 
the .. ma.sses. of our people a .Joss of · their tion's alternative proposals for · improvement 
sociafatr}enities? . (Cheers from the Government Benches). - . 

··· : ' ., ,_, . • ' 

.:)t . 1~ . easY. .Si~,' to : -speak of ·unbalanced When Chief Awolowo discovered · the . 
Budget.. without understanding what exactly shorf-sighted fimincial policy of the Federal 
is . mea11t , by the term "Balanced · Budget". Government, he made concrete suggestions 
.A. budget may .be unbalanced in one of two for improvement and these suggestions were 
ways: either it does not cover all the essential. thankfully received .by a Government which 
services o~ covers them in disproportionate believes in the superior and far-reaching 
ratios. When the hon. Member for Ikeja suggestions of ,the . Opposition for improve
spoke ,of '.':unbalanced Budget" yesterday he ment. 
was .making one of his usual sweeping The Oppositi~n's contention, Sir, as far ' as 
generalising statements unsupported by facts criticisms from .the hon. Members from the· 
and. ,figures. The hon. Member for Remo Midwest are concerned, is not . that the 
South .tried to put him right by tellirtg him Government's financial policy is unsound or 
that a. budget is balanced when expenditure imprudent. What 'they objected to was not 
does not, ~xceed income. . . · · that the industries already established in 

' ·~ 

; I .· " 
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. the Region an;; not superiqr quantitatively 
: 'and qualitatively to anything produced in 

any other Region, but that the industries 
sited at Abeokuta, Ewekoro, Ikeja, etc., 
'should have been scattered over the Midwe~t 
so that this town orvillage in that area should 
have· been with an industry. Their con
tention, too, is not that the industries do 
not. provide ·employment for the sons and 
daughter~ of this Region, but through 

.; parochialism, as is usual of' the NCNC party 
members, they felt that because of the 
'so.:. called historical and economic importance 
. of certain villages and hamlets in the Midwest, 
no Industry should be located outside the 
place. 

The Leader of the House, Sir, had made 
it abundantly clear to tlfe Opposition what 

·factors are considered in locating an industry. 
Permit me Sir to use the slang of the
economist. Apart from the ' traditional 
factors-land, labour, capital and entre
preneurship- there are other factors such as 
availability of, and accessibility to, . raw 
materials and easy portability or distributa
bility of manufactured products. If this is 
borne in mind by the Opposition, they will 

. lessen their attacks on this forward-looking 
and progressive Government and applaud 
rather than despise the laudable attempts of 
the Government at · raising the standard of 
living of the coinmon man in Western Nigeria. 
(laughter and cheers). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, on clqse examination ·of 
the industries established in the Region, 
it would be discovered that it is not true that 
no industries have been located in the 
Midwest, as some Members of the Opposi-

. tion ·will have · us believe. What about the 
Rubber Industry, etc.? I may seize this 
opportunity Sir, to advise the members of 
the Opposition f1;om the Midwest" that even 
when their State has been created, they· 
will not help to improve the lot of the people 
if they think that they must distribute their 
industries all over the Region. Sir, I must 
warn them that they should loosen their 
rigid 'hold on parochialism if they intend to 
raise ·the standard of living of their people 
as they will have within their Region, the 

· ~dos, the Urhobos, the Itsekiris, the Ishans, 
the Ibos, etc. They cannot satisfy each of. 
these linguistic groups in the distribution of 
their industries if they are not going to make 
a mockery of industry and ·therefore of the · 
economy of production. 

' 

Mr ·Speaker, Sir, I beg to support . 

M r Rerri : I have this much to contribute 
to the debate. T,he Action Group Govern
ment has an illegal policy of carrying out 
illegal operations. · 

Mr ~vea~er: Illegality in ~hat context is 
unparliamentary. 

Mr Rerri: Mr Speaker, Sir, · that . is 
withdrawn. The West Regional Govern
ment has a poor financial policy. In saying 
so, I want to show that the principle o( 
investment of the Government negates the '· . 
idea of public good. The Government that 
spends £3 million in building skyscrapcirs 
is not a good Government. (interruptions) 
Mr Speaker, please protect me. 

Chief Odebiyi: I protest on behalf· of 
the Government of the United States (laugh
ter): 

II 

Mr ·.Rerri: Mr Speaker, Sir, what . I 
mean is that the Minister of Education is 
looking for money to build new schools .and 
even a University, the Minister of Agricultur~ 
and Natural Resources and the Minister of 
Trade and Industry are building industries at 
Ikeja or wherever they wish and this Gqvem
ment has the ·effrontery to loan out .sqme 
£3 million to build' skyscrapers in Lagos. 
I agree that money in respect of rents could 
accrue but is it money that this Government 
is after or development and welfare of the 
people? po you know how many pf our 
schools require aid both from the community . 
and the Government of this Region and how 
many are unable to receive s;uch help and 
how many men and women leave your schools 
and do you know what difficulties the Minister 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources encol,Ul
tered in finding work for these people? I 
thought that if this Government had :spent 
money on building more schools and more· 
advanced projects, the Opposition would 
have h~d more praise for the Oovernment . . 

The · policy of the Western Regional 
Government is the bad policy of staff . 
recruitment and ministerial appointments. 
A policy which militates agains · ilie economy 
of this Region·. Here are . · ·rectors who , 
have no knowledge of directing · business. · 
Here are business .experts wno have ·~o 
expert knowledge, here are ministers -who do 
not know the "delivery-know-how". · · . 

we take another example of the financi~ . 
policy of the Government and it i~ th~t 
policy whereby certain petty loans are given , 
out by bodies that go by the name of 'Local · . 
Loans Bo?.rd. These loans are a publi<V 
waste bec.ause those who get them make 1).0 

use of them. The Minister of Finance can
tell us how many of these have been redeemed 
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or used ior the purpose for which they were 
taken. For your information these loans 
are generally not given· to NCNCers. I 

· remember just before the ' last election the 
Action Group Government distributed these 

·loans ' to . their good boys in order to enable 
them to do what I do not know. 

The Western Region Government pursues 
a Machiavellian policy. This policy is permis
sible in, war " but in peace it is ungodly. 
How d m we say anything in favour of the 
Governinent , thi}f~Dives .contracts to only 
Action· Group SWj}porters in preference to 
the NCNCers even if it .costs less to give it 
to an . NCN{:er? How can we praise a 
Government when . it is · the Government 
that fails to dissolve a most nepotic and 
corl'l!-pt Action Group controlled · council, 

· that appoints agents that warm seats in these . 
councils and earn nothing? Mr Speaker 
Sir, how can you praise the policy of the 
Government which; in order to make Action . 
Group grow, insists that NCNC must be 
dissolved in the add? 

I proceed to _point number three which 
touches the dis-criminatory policy of the 
Western Regional Government. ' It has been 
said and it cannot be oversaid that the 
policy of the Government is concentrating 
development of. amenities and industries in 
a section of the Western Region. There is 
no . getting out · of it. In concentrating · 
industries at Ikeja I agree that the participat
ing partners and firms want where they 
can make profits. The Government should 
have, a foresight in doing what is prevailing 
in other countries. The Government should 
provide industries that are not only profit 
making but prqvide .jobs for the jobless 
people. The rates which they pay come 
back -to .the ·Government. No Government 

' in the world can dose her eyes to the problem 
of unemployment and the present policy 
does initiate projects which . encourage 
migration "" arid depopulatipn. That is bad 
policy. 

Take the .question of amemttes. It is - a 
direct compensation ;_ for Action Group 
support. For instance how can we ' bring 
into relation the growing of cocoa in Ondo 
province which is the main stay of the 
Region's economy with the distribution of 
amenities in the Western Region. One 
would have thought that the policy of the 
Government would ·have made adequate 
compensation for the economic contribution 
of Ondo province to the prosperity of the 
Region. 

How, Mr Speaker, Sir,· can we relate the 
importance of a very important . town like 
·sapele with the relative importance of the 
very small towns on the plateau of the 
Western Region. You know this, those of . 

··you who know Geography, · Sapele is easily 
one of the most important towns in the 
Region, at least it is one of the most ·import
ant to the Minister of finance. He knows 
what _he gets from it. Yet look at a town like · 

. Sapele, it has not got water supply. That is-
the discriminatory policy of the Action 

. Group Government. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think the Government 
should change. There is another point 
which is very nauseating to the Members of 
the Opposition. You will see the question of 
industry in the Midwest. '.I'he Midwest is 
easily the home of rubber in this Region. 
Why should the G~vernment set up a 
competing industry with the industry s6me 
where else? Why should Government do 
that? One should have thought that the 
Government should develop cocoa: to the . 
advantage of those in the Western West and 
rubber on a higher scale ·in the Midwest~ 
That could have been the proper compromise. 

Then coming to the question of. industry 
I will like to mention one significant fact. 
In the last report, from one of the agencies 
under the Minister of Trade and Industry, a 
report was given that the Ikpoba Rubber 
Factory at Benin made a net profit of £10,000 
while Lafia Canning Factory suffered a deficit 
of £60;000. That goes to show, Mr Speaker', 
that if only the Action Group Government 

· had developed the rubber in the Midwest 
to an advanced stage the Government 

' would have made more profit from it. 
In giving this one example I want the House 
to know there are rubber magnates i~ the 
Midwest who are getting on well. I am 
convinced that if this Government with some 
of the revenue at •her disposal should initiate 
bigger schemes · for . the . development of 
rubber · in the Midwest, Government will 
realise much prgfit from the industry. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to talk about bad 
Government of this Region a!> far as the 
Ministry of I-fealth and Social Welfare is 
concerned. 

Well that Ministry is one of the most· · 
important,. and yet the care which ,Govern-
ment gives to it is grossly inadequate. ; . 

I am the Chairman of the District Federa
'tion of Boys' and Girl.s' Club from .the area 
where I come (Government Members: Con
gratulations), and as a man who like the 
welfare of young people we hold our meetings, 
with Ministers some of whom are looking at 

.· \• 

4,' 



·' .• 
I ' 

., 
: I 

395 1961-62 Appropriation 7TH APRIL, 1961 Bill- Second Reading 396 

[MR RERRI] .. 
me now, or with other officials of the Ministry. 
We have always .prayed that they should do 
something to enhance th:e welfare of the 
youths of the Western .Region, ~d, of. course, 
in particular the Midwest. Thmgs hke club 
houses and . other amenities for Boys' .Clubs 
generally have been grossly neglected · and 
I do not know if our supplications are 
generally placed on the tables of the Ministers. 

Alhaji Opal eye: 
your economics? 
economics. 

Where did you leam 
That is Indian 

·Mr Rerri: Secondly, Sir, I suggest .the 
development of · fisheries · and · the palm 
produce industries in the ·Midwest and cocoa 
in the Western-west, as the Minister of 
Finance would like me to put it. · · 

· Now, I have one other sub-point.to mention 
about this Ministry. Well, if I have my way, 
I would prevent a big evil by doing a small 
one. In the medical profession just now this 
·Government is · conniving at certain evils. 
I would suggest that · Governinent should 
increase the salaries of Medical Officers and 
ban ·private practices in that Ministry. 
Because we have lost many souls because a 

· doctor will not touch a patient unless he is 
given ten guineas. (Shouts of ''Ah!" from 
Government Benches). Don't shout ah! You 
know. If you doubt it I will produce a tape 
recording to be processed in this House. · 
That evil is very deadly and I think an ban 
increase in their salaries and consequent on 
private practices will go a long way to abate 
many evils. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I also note that the 
Western Region Government pursues a 
hypocritical _policy. Government professes 
one thing on the floor of this House and does 
.precisely the opposite. The other day our 
han. Premier told us of the consultations 
yvhich he is going to have with the Opposition; 
he talked to us about the very goodwill he is 
trying to promote between the Government 
Bench and the· Opposition Bench, ·and yet 

. when his Ministers go out the policy professed · 
on this' floor is precisely the exact negation of 
the policy sent, I do not know by what 
communication, to · thell' supporters and 
agents in the constituencies. 

· .,Mr Speaker, I am just trying to say this 
that certain undemocratic things are being 
done in the constituencies from which we 
come and such undemocratic practices do not · 
fall in alignment with the good intentions, at 
least, as expressed by ·our hon. Premi~r. 
I have soine suggestions for the·jmproverrtent 
of our financjal policy. ~· · 

· . I would suggest, Mr Speaker, that we set 
up an unemployroent industry (Government 
Benches : eh!), unemployment industry, that 
is, an industry that caters more for unemploy
ment than for anything else, so that we can 
help to solv~ the un~mployment problem of 
this Region. 

I would suggest that, in order to make more 
profit from rubber, thi~ Gover:unent should 
place rubber on the Marketmg Board, I 
know the Minister is going 'to express -~ fear, 
and fix an agreed and beautiful. ..... · · 

Mr Speaker: 
convenient time 
one because we 
o'clock. 

Order! .. This is 
for a break,· 

shall ,. come back 

Sitting suspended at 12.40 p.m. 
Sitting resumed at 8.25 p.m. 

I ' 

. 
another 
a 1 'long 
at eight 

Mr Rerri: Mr Speaker, Sir, I was 
saying th:at rubber should be placed on the 
Marketing Board and that· we fix a small 
reasonable price to compensate · for fluctua
tion in the usual price of rubber, the price so 
fixed, using statistics at Government.disposal, 
to make sure that the · usual fluctuations 
will be reasonably compensated for. I am 
sure that rubber dealers, partic}.llarly .in the 
Midwest, . will be prepared to accept a 
reasonably' low price that is regular, so that 
they can buy and sell at any 'time . and at that 
low reasonable price, rather · than face .the 
odd of any erratic fall in ·the price of rubber. 

The fourth suggestion· to help preserve the 
fin·ancial solidarity. of the Region is that the 
salaries of all Ministers should be cut by 
ten ,per cent and the salaries of all Legislators 
should also be cut by· five per cent1 ' and froni · 
my calculations, judging from the number 
of Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries and 
hon. Members in this House, 
will save slightly over ' £32,009A n that ·per 
annum. . :. . .1 .. ~. 

· The fifth suggestion is that, ·I · 
that Mr Lui Ching Chang is leading . 
Chinese delegation to this country, arid I 
suggesti'ng to the . Minister of . ... ... · ~ "'""'" .. 
who is very loud at praising me and I 
P,im for that, to make all possible 
with this ·Chinese gentleman with a view 
getting some of our 'surplus cocoa sold to 
him. Why? Because this same Gentleman 
is now prepared to sign a contract for the 
sale of one million tons of cocoa from Ghana. 
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. . I do not see any reason why this Govern- . R. A. Fa,ni-Ka.y?de): I x:nust congratulate 

ment cannot sell half of that amount to this · · the hon. the Mm1ster of Fmance for a very 
Chinese gentleman. able Budget Speech. 
/ · The burden he had to discharge .was a 

· Finally, Mr Speaker, I would like to say or heavy one, a very heavy one! For he had to 
rather I would like to make a correction on make bricks without even straw! 
~.e'rtain allegations made by a Member of the He will be remembered for ever for the . 
yovernment side. Speech. This Speech, this greatest window 

' A Minister in this Region was saying that 
~- the Feqeral Government is in the habit of 
• .paying more per mile on tarring of certain 

.•good roads that are in the Western Region. 
··That is only half the truth. Surely, a lamb 
is a lamb, some cost twenty pounds some 

. tost only Ss 6d. Surely Federal roads are 
much better roads, ,superior roads. Now 
how do you compare the solidarity . of 
Parliament Road or Elizabeth Road with 
that of; take the one' betweeri' Ikenne and one .. 

. village north of it? . How do you compare it? 
They won't compare. That will take only 
one car, whereas that of Elizabeth Road will 
take four cars abreast. Wh~n the Federal 
Government gives out a contract for a road 
for £7,000 .......... 

. ' Mr Speaker: The road from Ikenne to 
my town takes more than two cars (laughter 
from both sides of the House). 

' Mr Rerri; Now, what I am trying to 
say, Mr Speaker, is that there are three grades 

..sof roads, if I may quote the Minister of 
Finance with modifications (Chief Odebiyi: 
Quote me correctly please). (Laughter). 

, , So that when the Federal Government 
· awards a contract for a road for £7,000·, it 

does not necessarily follow that that contract 
)s cheaper than that_ awarded by the Western 
· Region Government for £5,000. 
f . . 

1' Very, very finally (Government Member: 
\ Very very finally?), ......... l know what I am 
_;.saying. I would like to say that Government 
·:should always be aware in their policy of the. 
· welfare of the people and not the welfare of 
"'single individuals. Goyemment should take 
/ such actions as will not put wealth in the 
· hands of a negligible minority. That puts 
a serious cog in the ·wheel of progress of the 
State, because if a few· people are rich in a 
State and the majority are poor that State 
will be a poor State. · 

Finally, I repeat Government should 
restrict its actions, regulate them in such a 
way that wealth will be put in the hands 
of the people and not a few members who 
form themselves into a company. 

M _r Speaker, thank you for the opportunity. 

·. 

1, . 

dressing of a phoney Budget ever presented 
by any Government in the Federation of 
Nigeria. · 

On careful analysis of the naked Speech, 
however, after removing the trimmings and 
decorations with which it has been carefully 
camouflaged, I say there are many points on 
which there is a large measure of agreement 
between the statement of policy of this 
Government and that of the Opposition. . . . 

(1) In paragraph 6 of the Minister's 
speech, he stated categorically ·that the duty 
of Government is to raise productivity and 

· standard of living of the people to the 
highest possible level in the shortest possible 
time. 

This aspiration; in principle, is· commend
able but in the field of realistic politics, it is 
dangerous if accepted without modification. 
The true aim of a Government worthy of 
its status as' trustees of millions of · the 
governed should be the greatest possible 
maintainable rate of increase in the standard 
of living of the people, not 'a sudden up-surge 
in standards of living followed by a depression 
as resources run out. Anybody can squander 
resources in a few years, but then comes 
retribution. 

And so far in th\s Region, apart from the 
pious hopes of Government, there has been 
no signs of any improvement in the standard 
of -living of the people although there have 
been great ~igns of vicious squandermania of 
the resources of the Region to which I shall 

' point later in this speech. 
It is common knowledge that the society 

in which we live can roughly be divided into 
three part!:)-

( a) . the aristocrats of finance ; 
(b) the middle class; and 
(c) tlie lower class. 

• (1) The aristocrats of finance, comprising · 
a few people who can talk in hundreds of 
thousands of pounds to millions of pounds. 

(2) The middle class which comprises the 
upper middle class- the business rr1an, the · 
,professionals, the higher 'strata· of the Civil .· 
Service and the lower middle class comprising 
the trader, land · owning· farmers and the 
lower strata of the senior service workers and 

.· '"' 
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(3) ·The lower classes- the small farmers, 
the lower . strata .. of the civil service, the . 
peasants ·down to the smallest labourer and 
the 1.!-nemployed. . 

It is ··clear that by means of Housing 
· Corporation loat;s and the.. new Housing 
Estates set up by Government, housing for 
the middle class has been greatly improved, 
increases in salaries from public revenue for 
those in the civil service also have benefited 
this class· more than any other class and no 
doubt the purchasing power and the standard 
of living of this class have been considerably 
·improved. ' 

What has been done inj10using,jncrease of 
purchasing power for the lower classes-the 
young · workers, the peasant", and the 
lab~:mrers? 

We know free primary education and 
improved medical facilities have been made 
available to those people. 

Mr J. 0. Kehinde: Mr Speaker, on point 
of order. 

Opposition Benches: Oh, do not spoil 
this important speech. Sit gown. 

Mr Kehinde; Order No. 27: (1) Members 
shall not read their speeches (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Will hon. Members please 
let me hear the hon. Member raising !1 point 
of c;>rder. Hon. Member, please let me hear 
what Order you are talking about. 

Mr Kehinde i Members shall not read 
their speeches. . 

Mr Speaker: Thank you for the order 
raised. Will the hon. Leader of Opposition 
please continue his speech? 

Mr Fani-Kayo'de ·: Thank you, Mr· 
Speaker; but in passing· I would like to 
enlighten the hon. Member that it is in line 
with Parliamentary practice . that if the 

· Minister of Finance can read his . Budget 
Speech, the Leader of Opposition can also 
read his own. .. 

In the first instance, the primary school 
leavers in · the Region today are mostly 

. unemployed and no visible plans for their 
beneficial absorption into society has been 
made by Government. 

In · the second instance the medical aid 
granted them by and large i.s not realistic. 
For the following reason~:-

(a) By· living in insanitary conditions, 
overcrowding and the like. 

~ . : 

(b) lack-of funds to purchase the type of 
food n~cessary to build up body r~sistance. 
A man becomes ill because of the above 

reasons. What is the use of saving a man's 
life in a hospital if afte he is taken to the 
hospital and his life is saved, he is then .. 
discharged and thrown back again to the same 
condition of living that brought about the 
original illness? This· creates a , vicious 
circle that ultimately ends in untimely death 
and in addition a colossal waste of money~ 

Further, ari unhealthy lower class must 
necessarily affect the health Jstandards of the 
upper middle class and ·of the whole 
community. 

Housing Schemes and housing improve
ments should be provided for the lower classes 
and not the middle classes. Income is the 
condition precedent to raising the standard 
of Jiving of the lower classes, and the middle 
class instead of decreasing is increasing to the 
detriment of the lower Classes who form the 
m~jority in the Re.)on. 

It is the duty of a people's Government to 
close this gap as far as possible. 

A prosperous Western Region must be 
likened to a beautiful building; a beautiful 
super-structure cannot exist on a rotten 
foundation. · 

In paragraph 7 of the Budget Spee~h, we · 
agree with Government that we welcome the 
assistance of more advanced countries in the 
form of capital and te~hnicaJ "know-how" 
but we must lay emphasis on two points: 

Firstly, in our attempts to attract Capital and 
technical · "knWIW-how", we must preserve 
our national dignity and avoid being caught 
in economic traps. 

We m'ust, in the first instance, realise that ' 
no nation gives economic or technical aid 
for nothing arid the world today is economi
cally and politically inter:.dependent. .We 
take, but we give in return. As the Minister '' 
pointed out in paragraph 5 of his Speech · 
"per capital experts of manufactured good~ · .. 
from industrialised countries · to other 
industrialised countries are . many · times '.' . 

' more than those to non-industrialised : 
countries." Foreign countries with much 
more experience in international ·trade are 
much more aware of this. situation than 
ourselv'es. We don't have to grovel in the 
dust and made to feel or look like beggars 
in this quest for economic advancement. · 

Modern Western Germany is a concrete · 
example of . terrific growth . built in innate 
ability and foreign financial help . If we 
show the innate ability to deliver the goods 
the foreign financial help will follow not 
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only ·in our own interest but also in 
interest of the nation giving out the 
and the whole -world generally. 

the . Nigerians ... . . . 
aid 

Secondly, we are new to i~ternational · 
politics and we must be very wary in making 
•policy statements ·on international · affairs 
•and when the hon. the Minister of Finance 
said in paragraph_7, I quote: 

"I trust, however, that it will be pushing 
·at an open door for me to appeal, especially 
to our friends' in the Commonwealth., 
America and Western Europe". 

I hope he will remember that as students 
in international affairs, our policy of non
alignment is the best. We must keep' our 
eyes open and learn quickly, it is true that 
old .friends or even old foes could be much 
more easily weighed, sized up and understood 
much more than complete strangers and in 
that context I · appreciat~ the Minister's 
intentions-but we must realise that we in 
Africa may be th~ final hope of the U niver:~e 
in ·bringing the countries of the world 
together. We must be extremely careful 
but we· must also be prepared to open wide 
the . gates of friendship to all the · nations Of 
the world. " 

Even America and Russia will make 
friends of each other tomorrow if they 
know ho~ 

In our quest for friendship, however, 
we must distinguish between. servility and 
cordiality. We must not create a colour bar 
in reverse--and I say quite happily there is 
no sign of that at nil in Nigeria-but neither 
must we tolerate in the least colour prejudice 
_in its minutest form: 

For a long time our Daily Newspapers have 
• protested against foreign companies who 

fling colour prejudice in the face of our 
nation, . with . the .. utmost contempt by 
advertisements on the pages of our dailies 
asking for "Expatriate Secretary/Typists" or 
"Expatriate Receptionists" and the like and 
despite all protests persi.st in these · open 
insults, as a cursory glance' at the classified ' 
advertisements Ot} the pages of the "Daily 
Times" for the past.six months and more will 
verify: . , · · . 
· Again, it has been publicly brought to our 
notice · that the German Embassy had 
"repatriated" one of its employees for 
associating with a Nigerian and lately a 
Mr Balfour, an employee of one· of the oil 
companies drove out, and, is now going to · 
repatriate; an expatriate empolyee again for 
the crime of associating with a Nigerian. 
There was a case of. a Lebanese Motor Dealer 

·. I ,, 

(Chief Odebiyi: Even a Lebanese!). 

We meet the unfortunate and annoying 
incidents from many foreign companies and 
individuals who are strangers and guests 
within our gates. 

I must say that foreign capital or no foreign 
capital, technical know-how or no technical 
know-how, we must preserve the dignity of 
our race and our national sov~reignty, a!!-d 
our Government must protest to the Federal 
Government on behalf of all the people of 
the Western Region that we shall not tolerate 
this situation and that companies and' 
individuals practising such discriminations 
and heaping such contempt and insult to 
our race, our nation and our sovereign state 

' are persona non grata in Nigeria and must be 
summarily ejected from the country (hear, 
hear). 

If the Federal Government does not take· 
this matter up on the ' Government level,· 
I shall not hesitate to call -for· political action 
in · the most forthright and thorough manner 
against such foreigners and foreign companies 
(hear, hear). 

We want Capital, Mr Speake·r, we want 
technical know-how, we want .foreign aid, 
but all these in return for our own effort 
in enhancing international co-existence and 
preservation of international comity and the 
peace of the world-but not · at the expense 
of loosing our national $elf-respect and 
r.enouncing the dignity qf man, whatever the 
race, colour or the creed. ,. 

In relatiop to paragraphs 14 and 15 of the 
Speech relating· to savings by Nigerians, we 
of the Opposition agree entirely with Govern
ment that the gr~atest share in Government 
sponsored industries established in Nigeria 
should be held by individuals and that soon 
opportunities would be given to, and I hope 
will be taken by, the public in buying Govern
ment's shares and shares held by Government 
;:J.gencies in these enterprises . where Govern
ment and its various agencies had contributed 
capital. But we would like to add (1) that 
intense publicity must be given to the masses 
as to the benefitsoaccruing-to them in putting · 
their --savings int'o these industries before , · 
the sale , of such shares are put in the open 
market and (2) that wide publi~ity be given 
-to the sale of such shares later in order to 
avoid the danger of share grabbers making 
fortunes out of institutions and enterprises 
established from public revenue or at least 
reduce this danger to a minimum. 

.. ,· t· 
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But I must capitulate that we agree with 

Government, not bec~_use we ·,believe that 
_state control of industry and enterprises· is 
bad, but solely because at this stage of our 
regional and even . national finances and 
economic development the State cannot 
afford to tie down public funds indefinitely 
even when such capital produces appreciable 
profits, and such capital when recovered by 
sale of the shares of Government and its 
agencies must be utilis.ed to prime and pump 
another Government sponsored-industry. 

In the last few lines of the paragraph, 
Government supported ·the creation · of 
internal loans, but Government itself must 
set 'the example. Referring to · the 
£10,000,000 internal loan launched by the 
Federal Government, to what extent has . 
Government and . Government agencies 
contributed to this loan especially by 
switching its foreign investments held 
overseas and utilised by foreign countries? 
All inquiry failed to show that this Govern-

. ment and its agencies have contributed any 
appreciable sum to this internal · loan of 
£10,000,000. 

The Opposition supports the stimulation 
of the people in starting and expanding 
investment . clubs, · investment trusts and any 
other . me1ris of bringipg people together to 
build' up joint enterprise. The whole 
economic growth of advanced Western 
nations is built up . on development of 
Corporate enterprise through limited liability 
companies. 

··But the Government Information Service 
has a sacred duty to perform in educating 
our people on these issues. Intense and 
continuous publicity, especially wide publi
city of such successful ventures and the 
benefits and profits therefrom must be given 
by the Information Services · as such institu
tions are still uncommon in Nigeria and the 
average Nigerian, like · most other people, 
likes to follow the trodden path especially 
where their . hard · earned savings are 
concerned. 

In the foregoing matters as I have said, 
·we of the Opposition are in a large measure 
of agreement with Government but there are 
the following matters arising from the 
Buqget Speech in which we are in complete 
disagreement with Government: 

In paragraph 9! Role of Marketing Boards: 
The Minister talked with a sense of pride of 
financing . £ 50 million worth of capital 
expenditure without recourse to loans from · 
external sources ·and boasted of a public 

• j 

debt amounting only to £11 ·million; ' all 
irtternal. · This has only been achieved by 
raiding Marketing Board reserves to' make 
grants for capital developmept, but Marketing 
Board reserves are in nature of Trusts Funds 
for farmers. 

~ 

" It is perfectly proper for these funds to 
be used for development in Nigeria rather 
than invested in overseas securities, but this 
should be done by Marketing Board making 

· loans to Regional or Federal Government 
rather than for the Regional Government to 
expropriate. By this means ·money would 
be avaihible for Nigerian development, but 
Marketing Boards would also retain reserves 
for use in time of need. Development Plan 
Sessional Paper No. 17 of 1'959 showed £21 
million being made available from Marketing 

· Bo1rds. Capital Estimates -now show 
£42,016,000. Even if -this is a practicable 
figure, which 1 doubt; on what terms is it 
being made available, and are we ~ing 
down Nigeria's external monetary reserves 
to finance welfare projects within Nigeria? 
Tha't way must lead to national bankruptcy. · 

The Regional Government has been using 
the Marketing Board as a source of r~venue to 
avoid increasing taxation directly. It is more 
honest to impose much higher produce .sales 
taxes, if Governm~nt insists upon penalising 
farmers, or increasing direct tax to b~k door 
device for raising money. ' · · · 

As regard the reduction, in the price of 
cocoa, the Minister said in paragraph 20 of 

, his speech that for two seasons running . the 
Marketing Board was paying more to the 
producers than the price commanded by 
cocoa ,in the world market. If this were so, 
why did not the Government instruct . the · 
Marketing Board to reduce the price earlier? 

The answer is clear, in that the Government 
would not be prepared to reduce the price 
before · the , last elections, although, in 
consequence, they had subsequently to break 
every pledge by reducing the price in the 
middle of the season. Moreover, if the 
Marketing Board reserves had been invested 
instead of dissipated in t4e form of grants, 
_the, fall in producers' price · would have 
been substantially lessened and cushioned. 

A gross example of gross frittering away · · •: 
· of precious reserves is the sum of £3,600)000, ' 
which I now understand has been increased 
to £5,000,000, lent by the Marketing Board'. 
to the National Investment Properties Com
pany Limited- a company established mainly 
for purchasing real estate and · erecting and 
leasing out colossal mansions. ; .. f 

' :) 
) -~ 
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· This loan was made from the reserves of 
the Marketing B~ard and is greater than any 
loan or grant ever .made in the annals of any 
Government in Nigeria, and is comparable 
only to the investment in National Bank 
preference shares, and even here one would 
even be compelled to draw a distinction 
between the latter investment and the 
fortl':\er as the latter can be on the ground of 
creating dependent facilities for indigenous 
farmers, businessmen and traders. 

Criticism has been levelled by Government 
·. supporters on our challenge to this loan be

cause, it was argued that no disclosure was 
·made that the loan was given on interest and 
also no real property security had ·been 
given. 

However, J·state and shall give reasons for 
this statement that the deal ,was the worst 
type of squandermania and nepotism ever 
met in the annals of the financial history of 
Western Nigeria. 

(1) The loan was given for a period of 
eight years, no repayment being due ,for the 
first three years at an interest of ! per cent 
over United Kingdom Bank rate, interest for 
the first three years to be due for payment 
after the third year. · · 

• (2) In the first instance we must realise that 
the principal purpose of creating Marketing 
Board reserve is the subsidisation of prices 
for any period of time \'\·hen the price for the 
produce marketed becornes adverse to the 
prod.ucer. Therefore security or no security, 
interest or no interest, it is reprehensible to 
utilise such reserves for , any other purpose 
excepting that for which it is created. 

However, it has been argued, and there is a 
lot to be said for the argument,. that s'uch 
reserves might be used in the public 'interest 
to the common benefit of the whole commu-

, nity for example in building roads, hospital, 
· ' dispensaries and such ·other capital expend

iture in the public good and here again the 
holders of this theory must concede such use 
is a deviation from the purpose of the 
accumulation of the reserves and at the best 
is merely excusable or to put it at highest 
justifiable. 
. From this, it is clear · that any "further 

·· deviation from the purpose of accumulation 
in the expenditure of such funds will require 
very strong argument not to make it repre
hensible. 

·In the present case, the loan was made t~ . a 
private limited liability 'company · for fts ., 
own purposes and its own benefits and profits. 

0 

Again an.'argument, most untenable and 
hidicruous, is made in defence of a loan from 
the · reserves to such · institution. The 
defence being that the purpose of the limited 
liability company to yvhich the loan is made 
available lay especially in the highly commer
cial areas, saving property fro~ purchase by, 
foreigners and thus safeguarding the int~est o{ 
the community thereby. If this_is so, a public 
corporation, or other agency of the Regional 
Government created by the Regional 
Government and ·with the same ' funds 
available to it as the loan made to the 
National Investment Properties Company. 
Limited, would have served the same purpose 
especially as the properties . built will form 
part:s of the assets of the whole Regiqn and 
rents or profits realised from the Corporation . 
so created will revert into the public . 
Revenue for the benefit, not of individual 
shareholders, but .the whole of the teeming 
people of Western Nigeria. 

And where ' and when the Market exists 
among indigenous Nigerian Companies or 
individuals these assets may be realised at 
great profits and re-invested in other Regional 
projects or the proceeds returned · to the 
Marketing Board reserves. 

This may be true, but considering the 
purpose of creating such reserves the only 
justifiable or excusable investments of such 
monies are short term loans on the world 
Market, at interests very much higher than 
t per cent over United Kingdom Bank rate, 
demandable at short notice certainly" not ·for 
terms of three years; much less eight years ! 
. Further considering this argument such 
investment can be made in supporting 
internal loans in the Federation. 

It can further be argued . that adequate . 
real security Gollateral was given for the loan. 
This is the most fatuous argument of all, 
for institutions l.ending money on .real securiJy 
will do so only for properties which are in the 
proportio.n of 3: 2 to the money lent. , 

The action of the Government in sanctioning 
the lending £5,000,000 ofReserve Funds is a 
breach of trust, so culpable, so reprehensible, 
condemnable that it is a fraud on the people-· 
the farmers-for whom this colossal sum is 
held in trust.· 

I demand a comprehensive White Paper on 
the operations of the Marketing Board since 
the 1st of October, 1954, .with particular 
reference to the manner and terms in which 
the reserves have been utilised. 

In paragraphs 11 and 12 of the Budget 
Speech, the Minister discussed taxation 
direct and indirect. Whilst I agree with the· 
hon. the Minister of Finance that in the 

.. .· \• 

; I 
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fj.mil analysis the people must ~ay for the 
amenities they enjoy and for the development 
of the Region generally, I say that the system 
of direct taxation in the Western Region today 
and in the whole of the Federation is incom
patible with the p_resent state of our economic 
development. · 

Direct Income Tax can only be beneficial 
where the amount realised form a considerable 
part of the n.ational income after taking into 
consideration the (i) amount of money 
expended on collection, e.g., salaries, equip
ment, housing of officials, office stationery; 
(ii) the output of work and energy of officials 
employed-which might be diverted to other 
avenues; (iii) the amount of money, time and 
labour output in matters ancillary to the 
collection on, e.g., as in cases to a!'peal boards 
or to the Law Courts, where energy output 
and time spent on these matters can be 
employed elsewhere in full knowledge that 
the salaries are paid out from the revenue for 
the time used and the output of work within 
tha.t period of time; and (iv) the time and 
efforts wa1>ted by tax-payers who appeal and 
attend the law courts or tax boards in 
following up their appeals and last but not 
the ·teast ( v) tax evasion and the amount of 
worries the system causes both to the 
Government and the governed. 

A quick glance at the Estimates and the 
Budget Speech will indicate what I mean. .. . . ~ 

· For example in 1959-60 the actual revenue 
collected in the Region was £19,671,544 of 

' '··which the revenue collected from personal 
· income tax is £390,296 roughly 2 per cent of 
the .total actual revenue of the Region. 

And in collecting this personal income tax, · 
an amount of roughly £50,000 in salaries 
alone was paid to officials, and when we take 
into consideration car and basic and travel 
allowances of this staff, and the departmental 
cost, e.g., qffices, equipment,. etc., and costs 
pf inter-related Gove. nment . departments . 
in matters ancillary to collection, it is quite 
clear· that the amount expended in collection 
must be nothing less than £100,000, in other 
words, the actual revenue in terms of realisa
tion of profits is about £290,000 roughly 
which will be further reduced by another 
£100,000 loss arising from costs, the payment 

luxury goods which will in no way affect the 
day to day life of the masses of the Region. 

This system will bring more happiness to 
the people, less worry to · the Government 
and .no increase in expenditure from 
collection. 

However, the time may come when 
through industrialisation of the country and 
colossal improvement of agricultural produc
tion that incomes of the people might have 
improved to such an . extent that direct 
taxation m~y prove more beneficial to the 
count1y, 

The ·same argument' covers direct tax 
collection by local taxing authorities in the 
various districts of the Region. Now "even 
if the system of taxation suggested by me i~ 
unacceptable to Government, ~alysis will 
show the inadequacy of the present system. 

Paragraphs 11 and i 2 of the Budget 
Speech dealt with the I,ncome Tax Syst_em. 

Income Tax System.-The Regional 
Government this year has transferred to 
LocaJ Government Councils responsibility for 
assessing and collecting personal income tax, 
but Government now proposes to remove 
from these touncils responsibility for taxing. · 
employees. Government can take pride in a 
reasonably sophisticated income tax law but . · 
administration of such a system cannot be 
left to Local Government Councils for the 
following reasons:-;--

(a) responsibility was transferred to 
Local Government Councils for political 
reasons so that pressure on tax-:-payers c·ould 
be applied . or lessened at will i~ each local . 
government area; 

(b) c~mmittee of laymen cannot possibly 
hope to administer a quite sophisticated· 
syst<;!m of income tax and the mass of case · 
law upon which individual decisions must· 
depend; , 

for: output on collection of the officials and , 
departments, housing, etc., which could be _ 
diverted; to other avenues or scrapped in its ' . 
entirety; leaving a balance of £190,000. 

(c) whatever the truth is in the disgraceful · · 
affair at Akure, which led the Minister tO, · 
discharge all assessments made by the Local · 
Govemment Council-and I agree entirely:·· 
with this decision-! cannot find any legal '· 
authority for it in the Income Tax La;Wi. 
Anoth<;!r example of what happens w4ep ., 
political considerations override common.-
sense; the Akure affair is not by any · 
isolated. The same mal · 
pervades the whole Region. io,rernn1er.tt 
took steps in Akure merely as a palliative 
and . in order to delude the outsiae world ~· 
to ·accept its bona fide. The people in• · 

It. is clear this is a paltry sum in our 
Regional Revenue, the amount actually 
collected in 1959~60 could easily be realised 

· fro~ judicious increases of indirect tax on 

... 

this Region know better; 
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Personal income tax must ·become the 

responsibility of Regional Governments with 
its own tax inspectors, although Local 
Government Councils can and should partici
pate in the administration, as in the Eastern 
Region. 

The Minister has drawn attention to 'th~, 
need to . diversify Government revenues, he 
claimed that 80 per cent of revenues of the 
Federation ' come from indirect taxes, i.e., 
export, import and excise duties, and went on 
to advocate industrialisation as . the panacea. 
Industrialisation has a vital role to play,· but 
increased agricultural productivity is much 
more likely to produce speedy results in 
raising the standard of living. ... 

Industrialisation will lead to higher incomes 
for workers and, therefore, more personal 
tax and als'o when industries prosper, more 
compr ny tax revenues. But, as production 
i:qside Nigeria increases, imports of these 
goods · produced will decline and so will 
import duty revenues upon which Govern
·.ment will depend. I do not agree with 
the Minister in lumping together ir;nport 
and export duties on the one hand and 
excise duties on the other. I ~m ·sure we 
shall have to . impose some form of indi'rect 
taxation, e.g., excise . duty, purchase tax 
or sales tax, ·on some of the products of 
Nigerian industry in order to ,earn revenues. 
I strongly urge Government to consider 
possibilities in this field in consultation with 
the Federal Government which has already 
imposed excise duties on a few products. 

In general, the whole impression of the 
Budget. Speech is of a Regional Government 
intent on , producing welfare services far in 
advance of the economy to sustain it. For 
example- · 

(a) . introduction o.f compulsory free 
.. primary education without corresponding 
· increases in, secondary and higher equca
' tional system of, education, where too much 
· of available;·resources has to be allocated to 
Primary education. It is significant that 
the Ashby Report drew attention to this 
problem in saying that the North · has 
unique opportunity • to develop a 
balanced system of education in - not 
investing the bulk. of its available funds 
in primary schools at. the expense of 
secondary and , teacher training facilities. 
The Report · goes on , to recommend that 
one in five children of school age should 

• complete primary schooling. On econo- .. 
mic grounds, it would .have been much · 

better for. the West to have placed less 
emphasis OIJ the doubtless socially desirable 
universal primary education. · 

In concluding my address on the Budget 
speech and before making a brief analysis 
of the Estimates, I• make an indictment . 
against Government and its agency, the 
Marketing Board. An indictment, the nature · 
of which is unheard of in· the world today. . 

The sum of £997,000 has been stolen, I 
repeat, stolen from the funds of the Cocoa 
M:;trketing Board. I ·indict the Board with. 
either taking 'part in the theft as · a whole 
or protecting a number of its members 
involved in it. 

I indict the Government with collusion 
by its not taking steps to order a public 
inquiry or public investigation immediately 
the loss of these funds became apparent. 

The facts are brief-· , 
(1) When the price of cocoa was reduced, • 

the Marketing Board had in stock a certain' 
tonnage of cocoa. 

(2) On the day the price was reduced, , 
or soon after, the tonnage on the stock 
books was quadrupled. · Although the 
actual stock remained the same. 

(3) Cocoa at the . "cut price" . was 
bought with Marketing Board funds and ·· 
passed into stocks. · 

( 4) Payment ' for these surrepticious · 
purchases was debited against the Market- ·· 
ing Board at the old price. 

(5) The difference between the 'old 
price and the new was misappropriated: · · 
. · (6) The sum mis-appropriated amounted 

. to one million pounds less £3,000, that is. 
. -£997,000. . 

. (7) The fraud was detected and reported 
to the appropriate Minister. 

(8) The Chief Secretary to the Govern~ :· 
ment advised the Minister to appoint an 
independent person to inquire into . the . 
alleged loss. · 

(9) The Chief Secretary to the Govern
ment contacted Dr Aluko of the College 
of Arts to make an Inquiry. · 

(10) It was later discovered that. high
ups in . the Action Group Party were · 
involved in the fraud. 

(11) The Inquiry by the independent 
commissioner was suspended . . 

(12) Government is now proposing: to · 
make. a Departmental . inquiry and · is 
considering to appoint Mr Dina, Permanent 
Secretary to the Treasury, . to conduct the 
inquiry. 

. . ~ -

.. 
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I demand a public inquiry from Government 
and challenge . the Government to report 
to the Police on the issue to conduct an 
investigation. Governn1ent :stands indicted 
until it can clear its narn.e· in public and see 
that those connected .· with this colossal 
fraud · :are. dealt with by the normal process 
of the law. · 

, The only comments I make on this issue is 
that Mr Durosaro vvas the Chairman of the 
Board at the time this matter toqk place. 
Government has thought it fit to make him . 

·Chairman of the nationalised· National Bank. 

Apropos· the National . Bank.-The 
Honourable the Premier has stated from the 
floor of this House that he was not infol"med 

. at any stqge of the 'negotiations for nationalisa

. tion that the Bank was on the verge of 
bankruptcy or virtually bankrupt. I believe 

... ..the Premier. He is . a man of honour. 
If this statement is correct, and if it is correct 
th~t the Directors of the . Bank .had assured 
the Premier . that the bank was viable at th~ 

· ti~e qf the investment of £1,500,000 in its 
equity shares, arid further if the bank was 
not viable as - ~ stated with full responsibility 
at the time of the investment, then the · 
Directors of the Bank were guilty of 
fraud of the most vicious nature. We of the 

.; Opposition call · on the Central . Bank of 
Nigeria and th,e Cri'minal Investigation 
Department of ·the PoliCe to look into the 
matter and they will be shirking their 
duty if they fail to make a thorough investiga-

. tior), and make . public a report on such 
investigations. 

We are. not asking by this that 'the Bank 
should -stop its day-to-day transactions with 
the public. 

The Bank is now a bank of the people. 
It is no longer a private concern. The 
people have a right to a full inquiry and 
investigation. We deimind those' rights. 

This dcrriand is even · in the interests of 
Government, for only after an ' independent 
report absolving it from blame, can this . 
Government again be respected by afiy right 
thinking person in the Federation of Nigeria. 

In conclusion, I have to make a few 
comments on the Estimates-

(a) The total Recurrent Budget revenue 
is just over £20 million the main feature 
being outlined in Minister's Budget Speech . 
The capital Budget receipts estimated 
were at £22,768;000, but no mention of this 
was made in Minister's speech:· · 

(b) A sum of £3 million was shown as 
appropriation from revenue · surplus, 
1960-65 comes from running down reserves 
in . Consolidated Revenue Fund. No 
objection to that, but this should be 
shown clearly. 

(c) A sum, amounting to £14,576,000 , 
shown accruing from Western Region 
Marketing Board. Upon what terms?-'
loan' or grants, i.e;, expropriation of 
farmers' money; of this we were told 

· nothing. · 

· Administration of Public Funds is a matter 
which affects every citizen of the Region in ... 
p~rticuJar and of Nigeria in genenil~ . · · _

1
, 

(d) £1,500,000 only ,shown as contribu~ 
tion from current revenues to capital 
e:x:penditure in 1961-62, b:ut this is not · 
reflected in receipts under Capital Esti
mates·. Could it be because this figure will 
never materialise, the paper surplus on the ·. 
Recurrent Budget being taken up by the 
full cost Of the recurrent services? We of the Opposi~~;n ·~re the watchd~gs 

of the interests of the community and in this 
capacity we call for an immediate inquiry . by 
the Central Bank and tfie Police Department 
ofNigeria. · 

· .. However the ··Premier · informed this 
House .that Government intends to invest 
more funds in the. National Bank. We of the 
Opposition demand · that before any more 
public funds of the. people · of. the Western 
Region are invested in this institution ther.e 
must . be an inquiry. _ :Government must 
stay. its hands . . No · more . funds must 

· be risked and we call on the Central Bank to 
investigate . immediately t4~ situatior,l and 
suspend the activities of the bank, · involving 
share _dealings, until a full inquiry has been 
made and a report submitted to the nation. 

~ 

On the Recurrent Estimates..-(a) The 
format Qf Revenue Estimates dis
guises the · degree of . dependence upon 
Federal Government revenue payments by 

· showing export duties and import · duties 
on motor fuel as "Regional Revenues". 

. The true position is as follows : 

Region 

West 
.West 
North 
East 

61 -62 
60-61 
60-61 
60-61 

Share of , .. 
Federal Total Percent- '. 
Revenue Revenues 
. £ .. £ 

16,225,830 20)68,420 
16,612,000 20,558,880 
12,955,000 18,126,345 
10,595,770 . 16,579,230 

ages 

79.6% 
80.0% 
71.4% 
63~9% 

Even "poor" North can raise 28 per cent .of 
its own revenue. :. . ·!>· 
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(b) Expenditure Estimates deliberately_, 

minimise true expenditure especially grants-
in"nid for Eduertdon , whieh r~15ent A:t:~~rew~tl 
Estimates for 1960-61 despite the . much 

~ vaunted growth . in education facilities. 

~ 

~ 

i\\ 

~ 
L< 

Actual expenditure grants-in-aid for Primary 
Schools, 1958-59, . £3,866,696, 1959,.60 .. 
£4,883,042. Estimate for 1960-61 repeat.ed 
for 1961-62- £4,9.80,000. But 1958-59. 
and 1959-60 figures did not include the 
full cost of Morgan revision for local govern
ment teachers which take average increase of 
12t per · cent, . nor do 1961-62 Estimates 
allow any provision for increase in number of 
~chool~. and pupils. ' 

Estimated true figure for 1961 -62 must 
' be at least £1 million more than estimated: 
· Similarly grants for secondary education and 
· teacher training at least must have been 

under-estimated. ' 

Supplementary · Estimates approved . in 
July 1960, provided additional £1,300,000 

· for Education. The bulk of this was for 
. grants-in-aid this strengthens my argument 
· considerably. 

(c) Without aJlowing for transfers to 
· capital expenditure and DevelopmentFund, 

the Estimates purport to show surplus of 
revenues ~"Ver expenditure of £1,957,270 . . 
This could be entirely taken up by true costs 
of education grants-in-aid and other hidden 
economies- this is definitely a "phoney" 
Budget. · The capital receipts statement 
{page 157) does not reflect any transfer-an 
indication that none is likely to materialise 
(see also (c) under ,Capital ,Estimates). 

(d) Statements of expenditure published 
in Gazette of the· 2nd of March, 1961, show 
that, excluding transfer ·payments, total 
expenditure 1st April to 31st December, 1960, 
.amounted to over £15 million for the nine 
months. This is equivalent to over £20 
million for the year. But the total estimated 
exp~nditurc, 1961-62, excluding transfer 
payments, is only £18,411,150 and that is 
supposed · to be £1,178,800 more than the 
Approved Estimate for 1960-61. If this 
indication is anything to go by, total recurrent 
expenditure next year will be something like 
£21 million, and shows clearly that the 
Estimates submitted by Government is no 
more than a camouflage of the true financial 
position of the Region. 

· · In conclusion, it ' is quite clear that this 
· Government is grossly incompetent. It 

deserves neither the faith nor the trust of the 
people. It is driving this Region to ultimate 
bankruptcy. 

Soon, Sir, the scales will fall from the ey~~ 
of the electorate and thi~ Government, : Mr . 
Speaker, Sir, shall be . rejected. for ev~r 
(Loud elz~~s j'ftm1 OpptJdlirm B~neh~$). · ·. ; 

Government Benches: : (as Mr Fani
Kayode leaves, the chamber) Are you running 
awl!y:? Wait for a reply. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: According to ' the . 
information given me by the Leader of the 
House Ministers will start giving their replies 
on Monday. I assure this honourable I:Iouse~ 
that I shall be here to hear their answers. ' · 

Alhaji Opaleye: Mr Speaker, Sir, in 
supporting the Appr,opriation Bill I must 
register my disappointment that the Members 
of the Opposition have only criticised. but 
failed woefully to bring any better suggestion 
as an alternative. · 

The hon. Mover h~s been straightforward·. 
He said at page 6 as follows: . 

"As in previous years, our fortunes must 
depend very largely on what happens to 
our export produce, especially cocoa". · 

This was an honest statemeri.t of·an honest 
man. He added: 

"I will no'Y tum to the second point 
regarding what ·we ourselves can do · to 
accelerate our economic growth. We 
must cultivate the habit of saving. This is 
the .best way of finding money for the 
capital w!th which to promote the indus
trialisation we hear so much about these 
days. The .. ultimate aim as far as my 
Party is concerned is that the greatest share 
in manufacturing industries established in 
Nigeria should be held by the citizens of 
this country as individuals and not by the 
Government". , . ' . : 
To my way of thinking this a true to fact 

statement of policy. I am glad, Mr Speaker, 
Sir, that the hon. 'Mover has spoken in such 
a way that any criticism of the Bill is bound to 
founder· because the Opposition can find 'no 
good premises for their criticism. The 
Budget is straightforward, rea-listic and far 
better than anyone elsewhere in the Federa~ 
tion. This Budget provides for . e~al 
services which are ,higher than any other in 
this country. The Western Regiori will 
spend £19.95 million to provide for over 
6.95 million people. This· Region has a 
reasonable surplus of .•£400,000. This. is 
higher compared with what obtains in the 
other parts of the Feder~tion. The East has 
got a surplus of 0nly £70,000. It will interest 
Members, Mr Speaker, Sir; to note that in 
1958-59 Estimates the East budgeted for 
£13.9 million ·for 7.5 million people, the 
Northern Region Government £13.74m~ for 

' 

~ 
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16,4, million people while the most ably run 
Government of the Western Region budgeted 
£15.31 million for 6.5 million people. And 
the fact remains that for the past nine years 
this Government has provided for the people 
without turnirig to external Iom whatsoever. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, this is a sign of hopefulness, 
security and prosperity. ' 

Mr Speake~, Sir, the hon. Member for 
lkeja ·made a lot of noise about Government 
appointing Regional Ministers. This talk is 

-:most irresponsible. And I can prove that 
with figures. 

In the Eastern Region, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
fifteen, Ministers at £3,000 each give- us 
£45,000. Twelve Commissiol).ers at '£2,400 
is equal to £28,800. By a simple· addition 
wl:).ich I am prepared to teach tl:).e Members 
of the Opposition, the total amount spent on 
Ministers' salaries is £73,800. ·Whereas in 
the · Western Nigeria, the Premier earns 
£4,000 and the other Ministers together earn 
£53,000 making a total of £57,000. The 
difference, by a simple subtraction shows 
that the Eastern Region spends £16,800 over 
wh~t we spent here on , sala~ies ?f _Mi~!t?
and whereas, Mr Speaker, Sir, this Irrespot s
ible Opposition will come here and criticise 
this . dynamic, · able, and well managed 
Government. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I still have a lot to pour 
into the heads . of people who will not study 
their Estimates and still criticise without 
po~nts, without figures, and without even 
understanding what is meant by Consolidated 
Funds or what is meant by Regional Revenue. 
The Leader of the Opposition said that this 
Government gets £17 million, as part of our 
revenue from the Federal Government. 

4 • If the Estimates is well studied, you will see 
that in the Estimates, it is clearly stated at 
page 1 that statutory payment from Federal 
Government is £7,228,250. Whereas if 
this 'is subtracted from £20,368,420, you will 

· see that this Region . had internal Regional 
Revenue from taxation and other sources 
amounting tq about £13,140,000: That is 
the Regional Revenue whereas the Leader of 
the Opposition said that our own revenue is 
only £3,000,000 whereas it is £13 million. 
That is how Members of the Opposition 
come here -to . display . to the gallery their 

. ' ignorance and misdirect the public and give 
' them false alarm, false a~cusation and all the 
rest of it. · 

,. · Mr Speakt~r Sir1 I am satisfied, and the 
public is satisfied with the activities of this 
Government and we shall continue to rule you 
for fiUOther twe,nty-five years. · . 

. - -

Mr Speaker Sir, as the Minister ~f Agri
culture is not available today I will like to 
an!?wer some of the criticisms levelled by the 
Opposition against my .Ministry. One Mem
ber, whether Okuosa, or Okusa, I don't know. 
(Mr Okwesa: Don't joke with my name). 
(Several Government Benches: He is Okusa). 

- "' Mr Speaker: All hon. Members should 
be referred to by their constitutencies except 
the Ministers, the Leader of the Opposition, 
and Parliamentary Secretaries, who should 
be · referred to by their portfolios if they 
have any or simply by their office. · 

· Alhaji Opal eye: The hon. Member for 
Aboh Rural I. i. 

Mr Okwesa: On point of correction. 
there is no Aboh Rural I. · 

Alhaji · Opal eye: l\1r . Speaker Sir, the 
Member for Aboh said that no improvement 
has been made by this Government ' or no 
money has been spent on rubber in the 
Midwest and I would like to reply -to that. 
Mr Speaker Sir, I have the authority of my 
dynamic Minister of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources to refer the hon. 1\ilember to the 
Estimates where we ;have £28,000 for the. 
encouragement of rubber planting in the 
Midwest area and furthermore Sir, another 
step which the Government . has · taken to 
develop rubber in the Midwest is a loan of 
£350,000 given to Mr ]. Asaboro who has been 
doing a lot to set up rubber factory and 
rubber plantation in the Midwest. This 
man, a' reputable businessman is from the 
Midwest and I feel the hon. Member fiom 
Aboh will not dispute that. Furthermore 
Sir, we have another provision of £25,000 
earmarked for rubber plap.tation in the 
Midwest. · . ' 

Furthermore Sir we have Farm Settlement 
in the Midwest in Asaba -area. Another 
rubbeF- rehabilitation is going to cost about 
£3-,000. · In 1961-62 Estimates, there is, 
another amount of £68,00Q for the develop
men,t of oil palm in the Midwest area. 
(Cheers from Government Benches). 

Other points I will like to reply to Sir, 
I am sorry hon. Utomi is not here now ....... ~ . _, 
(Mr Speaker: He will read it tomorro·w.) '·. ~· 

. ~ ' 
' Mr A. B. Bello: . Mr Speaker $ir dn po~t ? 

of order. It appears the. hon. Member is · . 
not addressing the Speaker on the financiaL 
policy of this Government. _ . : 

Mr Speaker: r-fhe hon. Gentleman is · a · 
· Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister ()£ 

Agriculture and in the absence of the Minister 
he has the right to reply to· certain points or 

., 
i 
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questions raisea by the Opposition ·or any 
other Member. which affect his Ministry. 
I hope new Members will ask other Members 
who know better before cri.t icising. 

Alhaji Opal eye: The hon. Member 
criticised this Government by saying that we 
'have plenty of livestock development in A.clo
Ekiti, and Fashola, but nothing like that in 
the Midwest. By simple geography, this is 
the map of Nigeria, showing part of the 
Midwest (the hon. Member brought out a map). 
By simple geography, you will see . that you 
have very little savannah area in the Midwest, 
in Auchi area and,. therefore, by simple 
study of climate, you will see . that in 
Auchi cattle will not do well. . That 
is why in the Midwest anything coimected 
with livestock develop'ment will rfot do well. 
Ih Agara in Auchi where we have a pocket 
of savannah, the Ministry · of Agricultural 
and 'Natural Resources under the able 
management of this Government has 
voted a new amount of £1,270 for ·a farm 
unit in Igarra. Furthermore, in Effurum 
about five hundrgd .layer units · which will 
cost £5,600 have been earmarked and if you 
go to Effurum you will see that work is going 
on there. In Benin City, we have poultry 
very near the Ministry of Agriculture costing 
about £5,000. I advise the hon. Member to 
co-operate by going round to see all Govern
ment developments going on in the area. 
This Government is one hundred per cent 
prepared to listen to constructive criticisms 
by the Opposition but we are not .here to hear 
unreliable criticisms. 

I beg to support. 

The Parliamentar·y · Secretary to the 
Minister oflnform~tion (Mr S. A. Okeya): 
Mr Speaker Sir, in supporting this Bill, 
I will like ·· to bring the Opposition as far 
back a~ the time when my father and my 
mother were not yet born, when: the reiris 
of this Goveinment were in the hands 
of the whites. I will only take one item out 
of many as an example and that· is ·the 
money voted for education up to 1952 which 
was 4! per cent' of the total revenue collected 
in this Region. (Opposition Members: What 
.is your authority). I have my authority 
within me. 

Let me remind you of the British adminis
trator who three years ago said that what 
the British Government failed to do in 

·· fifty years the Action· Group Government 
has done within a period of six years. 
(Opposition Members: Who is the adminis
trator?). 

·. ' 

In my own town, Emure, we could only 
boast of one culvert some years ago but now 
we have more than thirty culv:erts. Instead 
of praising this Government you are criticising 
it. Personally I will not like any Government 

· without Opposition but I wish the Opposition 
to give constructi-ve criticism and · to be 

· considerate and to be merciful. .... (Interrup
- tion). You simply criticise without any 
idea whatsoever. I could only tell you one 
thing that a Manager of Esso Company 

.'Limited told me one day; he said that if he 
chooses to join any party he ·will join the 
Action Group because it has plans and not as 
planless as the people on the other side. 

The Action Group is the only Government 
that could lead the W este.rn Regi()ri and the 
whole Federation. When you talk of Educa-
tion, go to the East; go to the North ...... . 

Mr Speaker: May I direct the hon. 
Gentleman to confine his debate to the 
financial and economic pol.icy of this Regi<?n. 

Opposition Members: Shame! shame! 

Mr Okeya: Now concerning . the· 
question of this Esso Company, Limited 
Manager, it is a testimony of somebody who 
feels satisfied with the plans and accomplish
ments of the Action Group, but instead of 
praising this Government you are criticising 
it. If you make constructive criticism 

· we shall ·welcome it and there is no point in 
·criticising this Government without reason. 
I wish this Government long life and greater 
triumph. · 

Mr F. 0. Osuhor: Mr Speaker, Sir,· 
I rise to support the Appropriation . Bill 
which is not a controversial issue, but 

. I am not supporting it without some construc
tive criticisms. The -financial policy of the 
Western Region is weak in that the Govern-
ment has failed ...... . . . 

·· Mr Sp~aker: ~ order, order. Did you 
·- s·ay the financial policy of the Western 

Region or the Government? 

Mr Osuhor: The financial policy of the 
Government is weak in that it has again 
failed to include pipe-borne water syste~ for · 
Ika District in the 1961-62 Estimates. 
The Government of Western Region takes 
delight in see}p.g · people -- in Ika District 
collecting water from ponds and wells. 

Mr Speaker: Order. That ' is · irre
levant. The debate is on how Govern
ment spends its money; where funds s~~d 
come frorr. and where it is going f!S be 

.· 
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spent generally. When we come to the 
Corllinittee Stage you can bring matters 

·. either ori Ika or anywhere. That is my 
ruling. 

strength of this Region is 'reduced, because of 
drinking bad water the revenue will also 
reduce and that is why I have to mention 
water supply. · 

Mr Osuhor: Mr Speaker, · Sir, I quite 
agree. (Mr Speaker: You agree, that is the . 

.. end of it). (Opposition Members: Carry 
on). (Government Members: Sit down
d.on't waste our time). You arc not Mr 
Speaker. · 

· · Now I continue~d deal with ways and 
means of improvifif?' the economy of this 
Region and in doing so again, the Government 
should reduce the fabulous allowances for 
Ministers and utilise the amount so reduced 
for providing amenities for the forgotten 
areas. (Opposition Members: .You are 
making a good point). " . Mr Speaker: Perhaps I may be of some 

·:assistance to most hon. Gentlemen by saying Similarly, I say Mr Speaker, __ Sir, the 
Secondary Modem Schools must be scrap
ped and the estimate budgetted for that 
purpose shouJd be used for 'better ame
nities because we don't get· anything 
from those' institutions. (Government Benches: 

· that· when in the Co.rnmittee of Supply we 
get ·to either Urban or Rural Water Supply 
the hon. Gentleman could ask the Minister 
of Works or whichever Minister is in charge 
of that particular item to state why no
arrangements had been made for the supply 
of water in certain districts or cert'tin to~, 
not at this s~ at all. 

. Can you say that outside the House?. It is 
bogus. (llfr Speaker: I can assure the hon. 
Gentleman that that is not financial policy) ..... ~ 

"Mr Osnhor: !\fr S~r, Sir, in men
tiuning Rubber, I just -w-.=nt ro ·enl.igbten the 
Go\CI'DIDellt of the W..ys and mems of 
increasing the re>~!...>e of this Region_ In 
doing so, Sir, I belie-.e that this Governmen t 
will be benefitted if a :\Iarkering Board were 
to be created for Rubber, because Rubber 
which is the mainstay of the .Midwest can be 
compared with cocoa which is the life-wire 

· of Yoruba West. I remember quite alright 
that cocoa has a Marketing Board~,_ (Mr 
Speaker: Which is Yoruba West?) I should 

. say the Yoruba land. Cocoa which has 
received hundred per cent attention of the 
Western Region Government has no doubt 
brought sufficient revenue to this Region so 
that if a Marketing Board were to be created · 
for Rubber ·I believe, as I said before, this 
Government will be gaining. In this respect 

_I am urging the Western Region Government 
to establish rubber estates and help farmers 

. in the Midwest areas. 
For example Mr Speaker, agricultural and 

industrial projects will also be welcomed in 
the Midwest beca1,1se according to the 
Premier-the hon. Premier of the Western 
Region-he said in this honourable House 
that the agricultural and industrial projects 
scattered all over the Y oruba land yield 
sufficient income. So I believe that if 
such opportunities' were to be extended to 
the Midwest, · well, sufficient revenue will 
also come into the coffers of this Government. 

I have to mention Mr Speaker, that health 
is wealth, and in doing so, we cannot boast of 
·sufficient revenue to run · t~e Government 

.. of this Region if we have incapacitated people 

. living in it , that is, as , a result of people 
drinking . bad_ water. If the numerical . . (". 

:'\fr Speaker. in windim?: up. and as I have 
t2k-en m~ advice of ~fr- Spezker to czrry " 
forw-ard part of my speech· to the Committee 
of Supply, I think I should resume my seat.. 

1\fr S. 0. Oyewoie: .lVIr Speaker" Sir, as 
far as the development of this Region is • 
concern-.."'<1 the Government and~the Opposi
tion must seek for the progress of. the Region 

'as a whole. I must say, Sir, without any 
fear, that this Government is always spending . .., 
.money like a prodigal son. Some of the . 
Ministers are - inefficient. I do ' not envy 
any of you. (Mr Speaker: Any of them). 
It is the duty of the Opposition, Sir, to . 
co-operate . with . the Government and the · 
Government to respect ' the Opposition < • 
because I can boldly say Sir, that the Opposi
tion has great pride. If you want the 
progress of this Region you need not base Y 
everything on politics as the Government 
has been doing. · 

Mr · Speaker~ This is not fuancial policy. j\ 
Mr Oyewole: As far as the Budget is'''· ~ 

concerned, in :my personal opinion, 1 say that:!~; · 
the Western Region Government is develop-; ~; 

.ing nearly everyday. But one danger is · 
and the danger is before a worker. could 
employed today the employer who is in 
of the place concerned would like to know 
party which the applicant belongs to 
this is rather , too bad. · Rates should 
collected from every adult without 

, anybody to which party he belongs; these 
being done all along in the' Western Re!lwn 
and the people concerned -know 
When collecting r~tes · and income 
should be collected from every adult, 
not give everybody his due right? .. I· 
only guess the answer Sir:· 

1 
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Mt- Speaker: I do not agree with you that .. 
that is financial policy,- it is a political policy. 

Mr Oyewole: Mr , Speaker, Sir, the 
Leader of the Opposition this evening has 
already shown us what I can _say is the true 
position of the Government and the Members 
of the Government know where they stand -
today and I am sure if you can continue like 
that people who seek the downfall of others 
vrill fall. You continue to do anything 
y<m like without caring to develop certain 

. areas as the figures for the development were 
shown on paper. As a matter of fact nobody 
'would like to criticise the money · put on 
paper, what I want to say is that the Govern
m_ent is . only spendi11-g the money .of this 
:Region to benefit their supporters. When 
the Government is having a certain int("Jltion 
{o· do something, to develop certain areas 
they get this money and they use the money 
'~nyhow. Ibadan has never been developed 
''o'y this Government. Since the year 1951 
they have never developed anything or 
tinywhere iri Ibadan. 

::. Mr Speaker: · Not even t he Parliament 
Building here! 

.'~' 

··~ Mr Oyewole: Sincerely speaking, Sir, 
"'it -is true to say that the Minister of Local 
· Government, if any Council fails to collect 
rates and taxes in time and is against the 
Government, will defi_nitely dissolve that 
Council without any notice and I am sure if 
that Council is controlled by the Action 
Group the Minister of Local Government 
will not dissolve it. -. 

Mr Speaker: .. Do you mean the financial 
policy . of the Government "is to dissolve 
Councils which did not collect rates and taxes? 

that shirks its duty of collecting. rates and 
taxes ought to be dissolved and I thinkthat is 
sound financial policy because money will 
not come to the purse of the Council or 
the Regional Government. Will the bon. 
Gentleman carry on: his speech. 

Mr Oyewole: As I was saying 
before I was interrupted, I say it is political 
dishonesty to suggest that · this Gover:nment 
will reign for twenty-five years; I am · telling 
you now that, it is just a dream. You may 
be reigning today and ..one day you wilf 
ruin yourself. 

Mr Speaker: I did n'ot know ~hat that 
was what the hon. Gentleman from Remo 
North was saying. Why should you rain 
curses oil me? Will you forget all about 
the Minister of Local Government and direct 
your speech to me. 

~ Mr Oyewole: I am not cursing you 
Sir, I am talking to the Government. Once 
more before I come to the conclusion I must 
say that the money of this Region must be 

'" us~d for the people. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr V. A. Aina: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the Appropriation Bill, 1961-62; and 
to corruriend very · highly the honourable 
Minister of Finance for presenting such a 
praiseworthy and comprehensive _Budget for 
the current financial year. 

Much as I concede to the hon. Members 
of the Opposition the right to criticise, the 
more I regret to observe that ever -since I 
have been sitting in this House the criticisms 
they levelled at the Government are· biased, 
!ll-conceived and destructive. · Sir, all honest 
and right thinking people will agree tha~ 

~ Mr Oyewole: On Monday people who th<: G?vernment of Western . Nigeria is 
know better among Ministers will find...... dom~ m 7ve.ry way all that. 1s .humanly 
(interruptions: but you know less .... . . ). It is . poss1_ble w1thm the rea.ci: of 1ts resources 
just a political dishonesty to have two ' to rmse the standard .of hvmg of the commu-

nity in this Region. There is however a Ministers -in one Ministry. 
. . . tendency ·on the part of Members of the 

Mr J. 0. Awopeju: The bon. Gentleman Opposite side to say that the Government 
lias been cursing people and using offensive must provide all amenities free, even up 
language. Not only that, Sir, he went to to their pants and without any reciprocal · 
the extent of showering curses on people. contribution from the people concerned. 
I do not know whether he has been to Mosan m Ijebu to get curse charms to use here. I think 
Jie should be warned not to make use of offen
sive language. He did not confine his speech 
't o the Budget. So on point of order I 
~efer to Order 27 (2) and (5). 
~ 
~: Mr Speaker: I think the hon. Gentleman 
~hen speaking of the Minister of Local 
1Government dis-solving Local Councils was 
making it abundantly clear that any Council 

Mr Speaker, Sir; a lot has been said by . 
· Members of the Opposition about squan
dermania on the part of the Government 
but no reference at all has been made to the 
benefits that are being derived by their 
children in free primary education and free 
health services, and the provision of employ
ment for all and ·. sundry in the ever rising 
industrial and agricultural enterprises all over 
the Region. 
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The Government should not be expected 
to perform miracles or to do things just 
by the stroke of the magic wand and every 
Member of this honouraple House is it). 
conscience bound, to see good in all those 
enviable and progressive performances of. the 
Western Regional Government. 

Mr , Speaker, Sir, L art1 particularly 
impressed with the provisions' made in the 
Estimates for Education, Health, Agriculture, 
Water Supplies, Roads and Bridges. It must 
however be· remembered that every nook 

.·and corner of the Western Region cannot 
be completely satisfied overnight in the 
distribution of amenities but, Mr Speaker, 
Si:r, I beg to submit that those people ·who 
believe in self-help and ac~ually do help 
themselves in .. every way by communal 
effort should be encouraged as hitherto 
by the Government in . the distribution of 
amenities such as Rural Health Centres, 
.Farm Settlements, _ Roads and Bridges, etc. 
and in this connection may I be permitted 
to say that Otta and Districts stand every 
chance of not being· forgotten. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Sitting suspended at 10.20 p.m. 
Sitting resumed at 11.10 p.m. 

. ' 1 - . 

Mr D. E. Okumag.ba: Mr--Speaker,_ Sir, 
I rise to criticise the aspect of the financial 
policy of this Government which has not 
.been sufficiently criticised by previous 
speakers. I refer · to the ever increasing 
salary, ever increasing item of personal 

. emolument. I agree completely, Sir, that 
this bad aspect of the financial policy is not 
only in this Region. I agree completely 
that this headache is ·in all the Governments 
of the Federation. 

I was listening to the press conference 
held by the Minister of Finance immediately 
after delivering his budget speech and 
when asked a question by pressmen as to what 
he proposed to .do with regard to this 
admittedly bad . aspect of the financial 
policy, . I watched the hon. Minister of 
Finance moving round in his chair in 
embarrassment and I shared his embarrass
-ment. I agree it is the embarrassment of 
every Minister of Finance in the Federation. 
In answer our own Minister of Finance 
turned to the Pressmen and said we inherited 
this from the old colonial Government of 
this country, and added that we could do 
nothing about it. That is where I disagree 
with him . . 

It is true that the ,employees of old were 
enjoying what was left behind by their 
masters of the colonial era. The country 
was colonial and those people came to reap 
the fruits of their fathers' labour. Can 
we say as patriots who are responsible for 
the · Government of our own people that 
we are justified in thinking that because 
others earned so much we should earn the 
same? To say that it is a problem · that 
cannot be solved is where I disagree. 

Mr N. A. B. ' Kotoye: 
that. 

Tell Okotie-Eboh 

·-
Mr Okumagba: I will ask the Speaker, 

to advise 'the Government benches. (Inter
ruptions. · Chief Odebiyi rose.) Mr Speaker, 
I am pot yielding. 

ChiefOdebiyi: You made appeal to him.· 

·Mr Okumagba: If the Minister of 
Finance is in ·difficulty I want to suggest 
ways of solving the problem. The Mip.ister 
of Finance did not suggest any solution in 
his Budget Speech. ' 

(Government Back Bencher: Rubber dealer, 
experienced businessman.) 

I am not a rubber dealer .. If I take the prob- '"'~ 
lem as it is, the salary bill can be cut down '·"· · 
without harm to the present workers in the 
Service. I am speaking of the upper segment. 
If the . Minister of Finarke had suggested 
in his Budget Speech that the salary ,.of 
anybody promoted to the -qpper segment 
-should be £2,000 nobody will quarrel, but 
if I am already ·on ' £3,000 and you ask me 
to go down to £2,000 I will quarrel. There 

. are so many civil servants now on £3, 
but from now on you can begin to 
those on the upper segment with 
w..d they will have no ·reason to 
and eve'ry civil servant to be employed , 
have his salary adjusted accordingly. ~~ .. 

"Jc!:,·.'.·:· • 
Mr Kotoye: In what segment are ·you? 

Mr Okumagba: I am in a higher segrnem 
than you. I am a teacher recognised 
Government (Laughter). ' 

:· 
Then this Gove~ment -can bring in 

policy that will take the ~xcess within.a 
of ~en years. · ' 

Mr Kotoye: . The Leader 
Opposition has · asked for the 
tax. 

Mr Okumagba: 
him. 

You do not under8tand ~ 

,, 
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There is another suggestion to help you in 
:solving this problem. J'hose of you who · 
went overseas will agree that civil servants 
there work much harder. One man there 
-can do the work of five to ten civil serv.ants 
here. .If you can encourage our own men 
to work harder you can then employ few 

-1 and those who cannot be employed will go 
i:o the farm. 

A Government Back-bencher: You 
-will do that in the Midwest. 

Mr Okumagba: We can -do it better 
·than you. If the Minister of Finance has 
not known, I have given him something to 
i:hink about. 

"' 
I come again to . another aspect.. of the 

financial policy of this Regjon. I take capital 
expenditure in this. Budget. I notice that 
i:he money meant to be spent in the Estimates, 
:most of it is diverted to,. the establishment of 
heavy industries in other parts of the Region 
except the Midwest. We understand what 
you are doing. You deceive those Members 

. \ -of the Midwest ~th your loans and if they 
cannot pay ..... . 

I 

Mr Speaker: I want you to withdraw 
that. 

~ 

Mr Okumagba: I have taken the ruling 
of the Speaker in good faith. I will like the 
Government to attach importance to the 
establishment of industries in the Midwest. 
I am not satisfied ...... 

Mr Speaker: 
11.pt withdrawn. 

' The hon. Gentleman has 

_Mr Okumagba: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
withdraw. (Shame, shame). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there is a growing 
unemp~oyment in the whole of this Region. 
There have been several opportunities for 
schoolleavers in theMinistries in the past but 
at the moment they are filled to utmost capacity 
and it will be a good financi~l policy for this 
Region if they will diversify their finances for 
projects in all parts of the Region especially 
the Midwest. 

Mr N. A. Adibi: I rise to support the 
Appropriation Bill, 1961-62, as presented by 
the hon. Minister of Finance in hi's Budget 
Speech. But before I go further, Sir, one 
hon. Member from Ede-Ejigbo South made 
an impression which I do not want han. 
Members to. carry away with them. In his 

. Speech he made irresponsible and wild 
statements. · During the course of his speech 

' . 

he said that Ogbomosho' was having two 
hospitals. Indirectly he was imputing 
motives that the Government was wasting 
money unnecessarily but this is not the case. 
The American Baptist Mission started a 
hospital there around 1925 .. These American · 
Missionaries will not receive grant from the 
Government in order that children of the 
people in the area might not enjo-y the benefit 
of the bealth programme brought by this 
Government to c.hildren under eighteen years 
of age. Ogbomosho is· next in size and 
population to Ibadan, over two hundred 
thousand strong. I think thi:;s Government 
has done the right thing in giving Ogbomosho 
a general hospital ·so that people there might 
enjoy some of the facilities that other parts of 
the Region enjoy. · 

Again this hon. Member for Ede-Ejigbo 
South said that Oshun Division was mal
treated by the Government; that there was. 
no amenities given to that Division. But 
this particular Gentleman has forgotten 
.that in Ede, his home town, if he ever came 
from that place, there was electricity so many 
years ago and Ogbomosho has none now. 
but_ very soon there will be light in 
Ogbomosho '(hear, hear). . . 

'· 
In Ede there is a grand water scheme which 

that ungrateful hon. Member has been 
enjoying for quite a long time now and yet 
he has the audacity to come to the floor of 
this House to say Oshun Division is neglected 
by this Government. 

Again, many farmers . in Oshun Division 
were given financial help by this Government 
(Opposition Member_: How much?) . ..... as much 
as they required ..... . and that hon. Gentleman 
can never deny this. In Osl:mn Division we 
have got so many roads tarred-Iwo
Ejigbo; Ejigbo-Ede; Ogbomosho-Igbero; 
Ogbomosho-Igbeti-and there are quite 
a lot of others. Well, if the Government 
did all these to a division, will it be proper. 
to come to the floor of this House and say 
that that division has been neglected? 
(Government Benches: No!). That is typical · ,. 
of these Members on that side there, especially 
the hon. Member for Ede-Ejigbo. 

May I say, Sir, that to some of these people 
here words have lost their meaning, even 
they see all good things upside down. 
Those political ignoramuses that you see 
there (hear, hear). These people should be 

. told that when this House sits · it only does 
so to do serious business for the good of 

. the masses of this Region (hear, hear) , _ 
Already these people have shown in this · 
House their emptiness by their wild and 

"' 

I 
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:irresponsible and uninformed utterances and . 
critici~ms of this Budget so ably presented by -· 
the han. Minister of ·Finance. ' · If the 
Opposition Members know what is right and 
pretend not to know, then; Mr Speaker, we 
should take them as t.hey are-an objeGt of 
pity. 

In my own area some young ·men have 
started .a Savings Club on the line suggested 
by the hon. Minister of Finance. ' We wish 
the Egba Investment Club all the best, and· 
we want to assure them that 'many more · of 
such clubs will soon spring up, especialli 
in this Region. ~ 

r think, Sir, that eyery Member of this 
honourable House can be of great help to 
this Government and of great service to this 
Region, in particular, and to the country as 
a whole, and we should make it a point of 
duty to organise such Investment Club in 
each constituency. That certainly, Sir, wil1 
be another broad way to prosperity and 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the han. Minister· of 
Finance has made several appeals in his 

· Budget Speech, but instead of these people 
sitting down to study very well the Speech, 
because they are so lazy to read and study it, 
they resort to irresponsible attacks and 
criticisms of this Budget. The han. Minister 
of Finance has laid his cards on the 'table and 
he did not mince words to tell us where our 
difficulties lie and where we have hope. 

·He did this so that we might t uck up and 
face facts as we come across them (Opposition 
Member.': Finally!) ... This is not finally, 
I am just beginning. It is very suq)rising 

· that manv Members on the other side of this 
Hol).se never made any attempt to make 
comments on these , very precious suggestions 
and appeals mad~ by the han. Niinister of 
Finance . in his Budget Speech. He talked 
about self-help. He was telling us that the 
age was now past when this country will 
depend on one man's business. Does that 
have any message? Does it have any 
message for you? For the ,people on this side 
that has~ very great meaning. 

. Alhaji Opaleye: Point of Order, Sir. 
Order No. 29 (1)-"During a sitting all 

. Members shall enter or leave the House with 
decorum". Mr . Speaker, Sir, the han. 
Member for Urhobo West II · opposite me 
has not put on an underwear. (Shouts of 
sham'e, shame, from Government Benches). 

Mr Kotoye: It is customary in the Mid
west p:;trliament (laughter). 

(Government Benches: 
~ .· cover it!) 

Don't cover it, don't 

Chief Odebiyi: We want a ruling, Sir. 

Mr Speaker: The han. Member should 
be properly dressed. (Laughter from all sides 
of the House). 

Mr Adibi: Mr Speaker, Sir, according to 
. the appeal of the han. Minister' of Finance, · 
this is the time for us to pull our resources, 
both financial and human, in organising 
big business enterprises in this Region. 
The appeal of the han. Minister of Finance 

· for private savings to be put into productive 
· investment in order to create more wealth 
·arid more · savings is timely and · relevant. 

· progress in this Region. . 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I think there is no amount 

of emphasis that can be laid in appealing W 
th.e community to pay their taxes, according 
to the appeal of ~e Minister . of Finance. 
We want the Governrrient to continue 
operating this welfare scheme for the masses. 
Mr Speaker, one of our civic duties ·to 
co-operate with the Government is by our 
timely .and ' regular payment of taxes. To do 
otherwise will be a ' sabotage to the . good 
intentions and efforts of the Government . . 

Once again, this Government has conie 
boldly in aid of the workers of this Region . . 
I t is surprising that no Member of the 
Opposition Party commented on this "pay 
as you earn" (P AYE) system · of taxation 
introduced by the Government of this Regia~. 
I think that is very important, and the 
Government should be .· congratulated for · 
introducing this scheme. It appears to me, 
Sir, that it is much easier arid more convenient 
to · get your pay packet with part · of your 
taxation already deducted than to be asked 
to ·pay a lump suni either in one or two ..:.~. 
instalments; months after the money 'might 
have been spent~ But this ' Government' is 
very considerate; it thinks of the good of the 
workers . of this Region and intends · to 

· give a great relief to the workers of tllis 
Region. · And the · Government, again. I say, 
should be rongratulated for this. · · ' 

. The Minister of Finance has asked for' 
positive suggestions about ways and mea'ns 
of improving the revenue of this Regiop.. 
To the men on the opposite side there it dqes 
not m,ean anything. They just want to·:.sit . 
down there . and criticise. irresponsiqly 
Government's .measures. That is ~.-· where' 
their help is required. They should sit doWn. · 
and bring out their own suggestions 
how the revenue of this Region . could 
improved. · · · · · · "V'" 

In my own opinion, Sir, I would like' t~ 
give this suggestion. That is, the Govern
ment should not have .. the intention'~, (>£ 

'?_ 
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raising taxes now; rather other means 'shm.dd 

·. be employed, and! would suggest that one of 
-:. these means should ·. be a very rigorous 
exploitation of our mineral resources. To 
me it appears that not much has been done 
.along that line and I feel that this Region is 
rich in mineral resources (Opposition Member: 
Like what? ... ... )Iron ore, for instance, and 
many others ...... (Opposition Member: Where?) 
... ... I am sorry that if I say it he will not know. 
(Laughter). 

Again, Sir, I would like to spggest that 
the possibility of establishing a furniture 
industry in this Region should be examined. 
We have quite · a, lot of forest resources 
and if we establish . a furniture industry, 
there is no doubt that the products therein 
will find a ready market in this Region or even 
outside this Region. · ·· . ~ 

Mr Speaker Sir, there is only one point 
where I disagree with · the . hon. Minister of 
Finance (Opposition Member: Disagree with 
the Minister of Finance!), .·and the point is 
that he does · not want more encomium for 
the Government. The Government deserves 
to be congratulated for what it has done, 

\ and to the hon. Minister of Finance I would 
say: "Seest thou a man diligent in his 
works, he shall stand before the King" and 
not before politically niean men .like these. 
(Cheers). 

. Mr Okumagba:, Point of Order, Sir. 
Order 27 (5)- "It shall be out of order to 
use offensive and insulting language about 
Members of the House". Well, Mr Speaker, 
it is insulting to refer to Opposition Members 
as "mean men". If we are .mean, then, 
there is no hon. Member ·iri this House. 

., 
Mr Speaker: I am sorry I did not hear 

f what the hon. Member said, so I cannot ' 
.< say whether that was what he said or not. 

.... . . · ' •· . 

. (Govertzment. Benches: Shame, shame). 

· Mr Adibi: Mr Speaker, Sir; this Budget 
has been well considered and ably presented, 
and for this reason I beg to support. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chief Odebiyi: . I beg to move that the 
. House do now adjourn until Monday, 
10th April, . 19~1, at 10.00 a.m., when hon. 
Ministers will !mike replies · to points raised · 
by all Members of the House. · 

Chief Adeyi: I beg to second . 

. Question proposed. 

'· 

Mr - Okumagba: Mr Speaker, Sir, it 
could have been highly · appreciated if 
Members on this side of the House had 
been given an opportunity to say ofle or two · 
things on this debate (Chief Odebiyi: Which 
Members of the House?). 

.• 
Mr Speaker: All Members of the House 

have spoken. 

Mr .Okumagba • Some of us on this 
side of the House have not even had the 
opportunity of making a maiden speech. 

Mr Speaker: When the hon. Member 
' says "Members on this side of the House", 
probably he is referring to Members on the 
Opposition side. May I tell him that they 
have had much more as it appears on this 
sheet, because I tried to give everybody an 
opportunity to speak at the . ratio of two to 
one, which is according to the numerical 
strength of each side. When you look at the 
Hansard you will see that you have had more 
than your share; if . you go by numerical 
strength, and as such I do not like this to go 
unchallenged. · 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, twelve . 
Members have spoken on the Opposition 
Bench, fifteen on the Government: (Mr 
Okumagba: we . don't oppose many more 
Members speaking on the Government side .. .... ) 

Members will have the opportunity when 
we are considering the various Heads of the 
Estimates. 

Mr Okumagba: But we have to speak 
differently ..... . 

It is very unfair, · Opposition Member: 
Mr Speaker. 

Chl.ef Osuntokun: I beg to move that 
the question be now put. 

·· Alhaji Opal eye: I beg to second . 

Question proposed . 
Question put am:! agreed to. 
Original question put and agreed to. 

Adjoufned accordingly at 11.45 p.m . . until 
.Monday, 10th April, 1961, at 10.00 a.m. 

' , · T 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY . 

, MONDAY, 10TH APRIL, 1961 

(The House met at 10:10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(l\tlr Speaker in the Chair) 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS_ 
EDUCATION 

Establishment of Government 
Secondary Grammar Schools 

1 

10/27. Mr Y. Adekunle asked . the 
Minister of Education when the Regional 
Government will consider the possibility of 
establishing in each Division, . a Government 
Secondary Grammar School in view of the 
educational expansion of the Region. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Education (Mr R. A. Olusa): 
There are at present four Government, 
secondary grarrimar schools in the Region 
one of which is for girls which is situated at 
Ede. The other three are for boys and are 
at lbadan, Benin City and Ughelli. Govern
ment does· not propose to establish ariy more 
of these schools for the time being but plans 
are being made for the expansion of existing 
ones by the addit,ion of more streams. 

Mr A. E. E: Atohengbe: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to ask a Supplementary question of 
the Minister of Education whether the estab
lishment of secondary grammar schools in each 
Division would not have been better if based · 

. upQn . the number of elementary schools 
existin,g· in each· Division? 

The Minister 'of Education (Dr S. D. 
Onabamiro): Please give notice of that 
question. 

Exodus of Science teachers 

10/28. Mr Adekunle asked 'the 
Minister of Education, in view of the impor
tance of science subjects in our Secmidary 
Grammar Schools, what efforts are being 
made by Government to stop the exodus of 
science teachers from the teacfling profession. 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
·of Education (Mr J. 0. Oye) : Although 
there is an acute shortage of graduate teachers, 

· especially science graduates, I am not aware 
that there is any exodus of science teachers 
from the teaching profession. Most of the 
.Nigerian scierice teachers in the Region's 
secondary grammar schools received their 
university training as sponsored students 

under regulation 17 . . of the Edit~tion '· · 
Grants-in-aid Rem.Uations (1957), published 
as Western Region Legal Notic~ 85 of 
1957, and as such they ;u-e bonded to serve 
for a specific number of years after"' thei,r 
training. There is no . evidence that ' such 
teachers break their bonds of service or leave 
teaching for other none educ!itional work. 

Mr F. H. Utomi: Mr Speaker, Sir, may 
I ask the hon; Minister of Education the 
supplementary question as t;o what records 
he has of these science teachers who resign 
their appointments? · · 

·Dr Onabamiro: There is nO: record that 
any Science teacher has resigned from any 
secondary school in this Region. 

. ~ 

Standardised Entrance Examination 
to Secondary Schools 

10/30. Mr Adekunle asked the Minister 
of Education whether Government would 
consider the advisability of conducting, a 
standardised entrance examination to all 
the various Secondary Schools in the Region. 

· Mr Olusa: A common entrance examina
tion is at present conducted by the West 
African Examinations Council for the benefit 
of the very. few secondary grammar schools ·· 
in the Region which are willing to take advan- · 
tage of it. There is no · evidence that the 
majority of principals of these schools are 
keen on this examination and it is not con
sidered that pressure need be exacted on them . 
to do so. 

~ ~ 

Establishment of Secondary Schools!' 
· in Ibadan and District 

10/45. Mr L. · 'A. "Ajim~bi asked the ' 
Minister of Education whether · Government< . 
would consider establishing one Secondary 
Grammar School in' each ·of, the four Ibadan 
District Constituencies, .'viz: Ibadan East; 
North-West, North-East, South and South-
Easl:. ' 

Mr Olusa: No, Sir. It is not the intention · 
of Government to establish any . more~ 
Government secondary grammar schools' in. 
Ibadan in addition to the existing Govl rn: 
ment College, Ibadan. 

Mr J. A. Ajuwon: I beg to ask a supplemen.:· · 
tary question,, Mr Speaker, of the Minisfer of, · 
Local Government whether the financial aid 
given to secondary . grammar schools now . 
existing is extended to those owned · by ., 
Missionary Societies. 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
. of 'Local Government (Chief S. A. 
Tinubu): Mr Speaker, Sir, ·it is not th.e 
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duty of the Ministry of Local Government 
to finance · secondary grammar schools. 
I think the Minister of Education may still 
add to what I have said. Secondary ed'uca:.. 
tion grants ·are ·the responsibilities _of the 
Ministry of Education in respect of those 
approved. 

HEALTH .AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
Opening of Maternity Centres and 

Dispensaries 
1!.>/138. Mr E. 0. Oke asked the Minister 

of Health and Social Welfare when the various 
Maternity Centres and dispensaries built by 
Government at various centres in this Region 
will be opened. .~ · 

The Parliame~tary Secretary. to the 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare 
(Mr J. A. Ogunmuyiwa): 160 dispensaries 
and eighty Maternity Ct;ntres are being built 
all over the Region by Local Government 
Councils with , Government grants. Many 
of them have already 'been completed -and 
opened. . It is the responsibility of · the 
CoUhcils·to get the Supervisory Engineer for 
their area to inspect each of the institutions 
on completion and issue a Certificate of 
satisfactory completion on it. The Council 
should then forward. a copy of the Certificate 

. to the . Government .Chief Pharmacist at the 
Regional Medical Stores, Ikeja, and request 
him to appoint a date for the equipment for 
the institution to be supplied. 

On the appointed date, the Council should 
send transport accompanied by a responsible 
officer and an official letter of authority to · 
the Chief Pharmacist who would then issue 
the equipment. · The letter ·of authority 
should be signed where possible by the same 
officer who forwarded a copy of the Certificate 
of satisfactory completion to the Chief 
Pharmacist. . The Council may then choose a 
date for the opening ceremony and inform 
my Ministry. _Whenever it was possible the. 
Hon. Minister or myself always opened the 
institutions formally. . · 

EDUCATION 

Sit~g of the .University of Ife 
10/152. Mr v;. I. Amadasun asked the 

Minister of Education why the proposed 
University for the Western Region is being 
sited . at Ife rather than at Benin which· is a 
more central point for the people of this 
Region. ~ 

· Mr Oye: In the first place ·I do not 
think it would be correct to describe Benin 
as a more central point for ·the people of 

' 

I 

f. 

Western Nigeria tha~ Ife. Then .secondly, 
the choice of the area near Ife town as . the 
site for the UniversitY, which is being 
established by the Government of · this 
Region, was made on the unanimous advice 
of experts, who conducted an extensive and 
thorough survey of the larger towns in the. 
Region, including Benin City, and investi
gated the advantages of each town in relation 
to the site of the University. ·I consider 
that the expert advibe which the Government 
has received is to be preferred to the hon. 

·Member's judgement in this matter. 

Mr Amadasun: I would like the Minister 
of Education to give as briefly as possible 
two disadvantages in respect of the selecti'on 
of Benin City as the site for the University 
arid then to ask whether in the code of these 
experts, there is no column for the corporal 
works of mercy to give things to the M idwest 
which have not been given to it before 
this time. 

Dr Onabamiro: Mr Speaker, Sir,.· there 
are eight very important reasons ..... : ..... , ... 
(laughter and . applause f rom Government 

·benches). These eight reasons will be given 
in my answer to the Debate later this morning. 

Mr P. V. Okwesa: May I, .Mr Speaker, 
Sir, ask the Minister of Education this . 
supplementary question, whether the import
ance of a town depends upon the population 
or upon the size of that town? 

Dr Onabamiro: 
the Census Officer. 

That is a questio.n for 

Mr Speaker: IJ:?, ~ther words, the 
Minister wants notice of that ,question to be 
g1ven. 

Secondary 'Modern School Examinations 

10/187. Mr D. A. Popoola asked the 
Minister of Education what provisions are 
being made whereby candidat.es who fail 
the final examination of a Modem School 
may retake such examination regardless of 
whether the particular applicant is an 
employed person or not. _ 

Mr Oye: No provision is being made for 
candidates who fail the secondary modem · 
examination .. to retake it at the moment. 
'rhe examination, up to now, is. a school 
leaving test and it has therefore not been 
possible to a11ow students who have left 
school to retake it. 

The question will - however be reviewed 
in the light of rc;:commendations contain~d 
in the Banjo Commission Report on the 
future of Secondary Modem Schools. 

,· r 

•' 
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Mr F. H. Utomi: When will the Govern
ment ' lift the ban imposed on secondary:- 
modern school leavers fr.om entering second
a;-y grammar-schools. 

Dr Onabamiro: Categorically, second
ary- modern school leavers are not allowed 
to enter secondary grammar schools ........ . 
(Interruptions): 

Mr T. E. -Igugu: As the Minister has 
· told this House that in England Modern 

School leavers are not allowed to enter into 
secondary grammar schools, is there any need 
to send our children to Secondary Modern 
Schools in view of the growing need of 
modern education? 

Dr Onabamiro: Mr . Speaker, Sir, I 
think that many Members' on tlle Opposition 
Benches are labouring under a misunder
standing of the educational structure inGreat 
Britain. Iri Great Britain Secondary Modern 

· Schoolleavers can take the General Certificate 
of Education and also here we have cases 
wh~re Secondary , Modern School leavers 
attempted and pa,ssed the GenerarCertificate 
of Education examination. Secondary 
Modern' Schools exist for reasons which are 
to be preserved. Secondary Grammar 
Schools are for people who have the necessary 
aptitude. Not many people have this ap
titude. There are stucl,ents who will go 
for teaching and there are people who will 
go for nursing. All these do not need sec-

, ondary grammar school education, and these 
include considerations which are absent from 
other Regions. 

Mr Utomi: How does the Minister 
equate the standard in England with the · 
stand.ard in this Region? 

D_r Ona bamiro: In England all school 
children take the Eleven-plus examination 
in ord~r to gain entrance irito secondary 
grammar schools. The position ·of secondary 
grammar school education in England is 

~ · that it will take not more than 13 per cent of 
the children. ' The remainder will- continue 
~h the prim'lry schools up to the . age of 
fourteen and they will then go into secondary 
modern schools. In the Western Region 
the ·. position is that at the end ·of primary 
educrtion, entrance examination is conducted 
for entrance ·to secondary grammar schools. 
You will notice that our boys pass entrance 
examinations to King's College more than 
children from any other part of the Federation.
That is an eloquent evidence of the -fact that 
the _ standard of achievement with the -six
year primary education in the Western Region 
is ' py . far superior to what obtains anywhere 
in the Federation. (Cheers). 

The Attorney-General and Minister of 
Justice (Mr S. 0. Ighodaro): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to move that Standing··order 4 (2) 
be·· suspended this day ,to allow the House to 
continue sitting after 1' p.m., if necessaDy-. 
This is an obvious and usual method of 
allowing the House to sit beyond the stipu
lated time. 

The Minister of Local Government 
(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

- 1961-62 APPROPRIATION BILL 
SECOND READING 

Adjourned Debate on the Question (27th 
Mc.rch)-"That the Bill be read a Second 
time". · 

(;uJstion again proposed: 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Chief. A. 0 .. Adeyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
the Speech delivered last Friday by the· 
Hon. the Le'ader of the Opposition will for 
ever rank as one of 'the most irresponsible 
ever delivered by any person holding such a 
position in any legislature in · the world. 
(Cheers). Towards the end of .his slanderous 
effusions he said, in so many words, that the 
sum of £997,000 had been stolen from the 
funds of the Cocoa Marketing Board, and 
he went on to suggest that this sum was 
misaopropriated by what he called "high-ups 
in ;h:: Action Group Party", and that the 
Government connived at the fraud. In any 
democratic Assembly like 1 ours, abuse of 
parliamentary prio,rilege to sl~nder ahy person 
is absolutely prohibited; nor should it 
be used as a cqver for departing from the 
path of honesty. It therefore follows that no 
responsible Member of a legisl~ture of this 
kind will take advantage of parliamel).tary 
privilege to make a statement in an honour~
able Assembly like this which he cannot 
make qutside this House without running 
the risk of sedition or libel. The act of the 
hon. Leader of the Opposition is -not · only 
irnrp.oral, it is also cowardly (cheers) to 
impugn without just cause. the integrity of. 
the Government or ariy of its members.; 
The ' allegation that a sum of £997,000 had 
been stolen from the funds of the Marketing 
Board made by the Leader of the Opposition 
is . untrue. It contains no iota of truth 
whatsoever. , , .. _,. 
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The 'fact of the matter is that not a penny 
· has .been stolen from the funds of the Cocoa 
Marketing Board. The Leader of the · 
Opposition has, by irregular and questionable 
means, characteristic of him, obviously got 

. hold of some information about an inquiry 
proposed by the .Government and, in a 
disreputable fashion wishes to take credit 
for it as well as use the opportunity to smear 
this Government. This is meah. It is most 
unbecoming of a man of honour. . 

Mr . Speaker, Sir, let m~ seize this 
opportunity to place all the facts before this 
honourable House. When it was being 
contemplated to reduce the producer price 
of cocoa it was necessary to ascertain the 
tonnage of cocoa already purchased ~t the 
·old price and stocked by each Licensed 
. Buying Agent, but not yet taken up by the 
Cocoa Marketing Board.. It w·as necessary . 
to know, as far as possible, the exact tonnage 
of cocoa already · bought by the Licensed 
Buying Agents and kept ,in stores by them_ 
before the new . price was announced. A 
few days before , reduction of the producer 
price, on ., my, j11s~ruction, .. the officiaj.s went 
roun4 the various stores in the Reg10n and 
checked the tonnages declared by individual 
buying agents . •.. This was done without 
giving the cocoa , producers . any indication 
that the price might be. lowered, nor were 
the officials themselves in possession of that 
fact. The day before the reduction was 
announced, the tonnage of cocoa held in the 
stores,_ by the Licensed Buying Agents were 
booked at the old price for this tonnage. 
But,. human nature being what it is, the 
possibility of false declaration by .the Licensed 
Buying Agents could not be ruled out, 
and it was the duty of th Board to arranged 
for prompt and efficient scrutiny and verifica
tion of all declarations.· From its experience 
of the scale . of .monthly purchases in the 
course of the season, it had a fair idea as to 
how great or how small these undelivered 
stocks might be. .. The declarations proved 
in total to be much greater, very suspiciously 
greater, . than the Board's estimate. The 
matter \ vas brought to my notice as the 
Minister responsible, for' cocoa marketing .
and I immediately ordered that no payment 
should be made in respect of the doubtful 
declarations· .until further orders from me. 
Contrary to the mischievous allegation of 
the Lt:ader of Opposition, the Board has not 
been authorised to make the payment, and . 
it has paid nothing._ After consultation with 
the hon. Premier, I /decided that an inquiry. 
should be undertaken into the whole adminis
trative arrangements for implementing the 

p 

' 

price change, and, in particular, the acceptaBi
lity of the stock dec.Iaratioils by the Licensed 

.. Buying Agents. Als<;> with the Hon. 
Premier's concurrence, I .instructed that His 
Lordship the Hon. Chief Justi~e should be 
asked to be good enough to nominate a 
judicial officer to conduct the inquiry . .. He 
has made a nomination and the inquiry will 
be starting shortly. 

(One Opposition Jll.fember : Is it a public 
inquiry?) . ' . 

The Hon. the. Chief Justice is nominating 
a high officer to conduct an inquiry _and 
a lawyer is asking whether or not it will be 
a public inquiry. I wonder what it could 
have been! . 

The decision to set up a Commission of 
Inquiry had been taken before the present 
ession of the. House began and the decision 

had nothing to . do with the malicious repre-
. sentation made by the Leader of the 
Opposition from the · floor of this House. 
My assumption is that somehow the Leader 
of the Opposition heard of the decision to set 
up a Commission of Inquiry arid he therefore 
twisted that fact to suit his· political end. I 
repeat, it is most untrue and falacious that 
£997,000 of the Cocoa Marketing Board 
had been stolen, and not a penny has been 
paid out to the Licensed Buying Agents. I 
challenge the . Leader of the bpposition to 
mention a single Licensed Buying Agent who 
made a doubtful declaration who has been' 
paid. If the Leader of the Opposition is a 
man of honour, he ought to substan#ate his 
reckless ··and irresponsible allegation ' or, 
otherewise, withdraw the~ with appropriate 

. unreserved apology. . 

For the information and enlightenment of 
Members, I wish to say that in normal 
circumstances, weekly returns of produce 
graded are sent to the Cocoa Marketing Board. 
By means of these returns the Board is able 
to ascertain the total tonnage held by each 
Licensed Buying Agent. During this ope
ration which led to the reduction of the pro
ducer price, officials had gone out to collect 
returns· of produce graded during the pre
vious week. A Licensed ~uying Agent who 
normally buys, for example, 20 tons a week · 
and who declared 50 tons during this ope
ration, would give one cause to suspect 
malicious practice, but·<a buying agent who 
normally sends in returns of 30 tons and 
during this operation sent in 35 tons would 
be accepted as giving a correct tonnage .. 
In all cases where .there were doubts or 
false declaration the Marketing Board had 
not paid a penny. .. '" 

I 



:439 1961-62 Appropriation 1OTH APRIL, 1961 Bill-Second Reading 440 

[CHIEF .ADEYI] 
An irresponsible Opposition is a plague 

arid' a · misfortune for parliamentary 
democracy. Not only~-is our Leader of-the 

. Opposition ready, under cover of his parlia
mentary immunity, to slander, in the most 
malicious terms, the Government and those 

. who compose it, he sees nothing discreditable 
in maligning a Board Chairman who has no 
opportunity of reply in this Assembly. 
This is cowardly. Mr Durosaro is a son of 
Nigeria of whom all right-thinking Nigerians 
can be truly proud. His recor~ of integrity 
and efficiency is second to none; his name is 
highly regarded, not only in this country, 

. but in all other countries with which he has 
had contact by virtue of his position as 
Chairman of Ol,lr Marketing Board. 

. The · Leader of the ·Opposition, in his 
irresponsible fashion, also attempted to drag 
into political controversy two senior officials 
of this ·Government and a private person who 
has had nothing at all to do with this affair. 
Although as a: rule it would not be right for a 
Minister to disclose the nature of the advice 
tendred to him by official advisers, I have 
the consent of the hon. the Minister of Finance 
to do so on this occasion. There has been no 
difference of view between the Minister and 
his official advisers in regard to what should be 
done in this case or how it should be done. 
There has never been any suggestion at any 

· time :by anyone, Minister or official, to make 
use of 'the services of Chief Dina or Dr 
Aluko for this inquiry and official as well as 

' ministerial opinion was all in favour of the 
use of a high-powered legal or judicial officer. 

The good name of this country is very 
important now. . The reputation of the 
country must be safeguarded; to malign, and 
unjustly at that the leaders of the nation is· to 
lower the country in the · estimation of the 
world. No genuine patriot will do that. 
True :Qationalism is made of a different stuff. 
I blame the Leader of the Opposition because 
he made the allegation recklessly and without 

.. · any regard for truth. The 'bon. Premier has 
assured the Leader of the Opposition time 
~ithout number, on the floor of this 
honourable House that he could approach 
him or any of his Ministers at any time to get 
any facts he warited. The Leader of the 
Opposition has, at no time, made any effort to 
ascertain the truth of any' matter which he 
may not understand clearly well. 

' 

. If the' hon. the Leader 'of the Opposition 
is a gentleman, one of two courses is now open 
to him: He can get up here, solemnly recant 
everything he said last Friday on this issue, 
and apologise ·to all those whom he had 
expressly or impliedly vilified. If he does 

~ . 
not do that he must appear ' before tl)e 
Commissioner undertaking the 'inquiry and 
produce evidence to substantiate the allega
tions he has made before tbis ·· House. ·· . . " 

Mr Speaker; Si~, I like to refer t<{the other 
poit:J.ts made by hon. Members in this House 
in regard to the location and siting of indus
tries in Western Nigeria. I have time 
without number made explanations on the 
conditions and factors which guide the siting 
of industries in any country. Economic 
factors demand or guide investors who come 
to this country to locate or to establish 
industries" in this Region. This Region has 
very limited economic resources, and the lit~le 
reserve must be stretched in such a manner 
which will do justice to our efforts. ., , 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government does not 
normally establish an industry by itself. To 
establish an industry, as I have repeatedly 
explained to Members of this honourable 
House, there are two basic factors--Capital 
and technical and managerial knowledge and 
experi.ence. It is possible for Government 
to provide 1 all the capital and to have 
individuals to provide the necessary skills. 
We have in fact done that in the past and 
have learnt by expe.t;ience that it is iiot the 
most satisfactory method. Firstly, it uses 
up very quickly the capital resources availabie, 
and secondly, the hirt:d staff have little or no 
direct --interest in the success of the venture 
and have not got the services of an established 
and experienced firm 'availabl~ in the back
ground to help during any initial ' difficulties 
that may arise. 

' 4. 

Government therefore decided that a much 
. more practical approach was to utilise overseas 
capital and know-how in partnership with 
our resources. This policy has the 
advantages of attracting a lot of additional 
capital and so enabling our own funds to go 
further, and also of provi'ding skilled and 
experienced management with an enduring 
stake in the success of the company. This is 
a realistic and practical policy and is appreci-. 
ated by overseas firms as such. The Govern-:! "~
ment )1as ;undertaken two xpajor types 'of ; 
industrial _ partnerships. There are those 
·major industries which Government considers 
essential to the economy of the Regiori and 
in which, as a consequence,. it contributes 
substantially to the capital and invites suitable 
partners to join the venture. · There are those. 
less essential but highly desirable industries ' 
in w.hich the initiative usually corpes from 
overseas firm but to· which the , Govern..: 
ment gives every assistance and invites some 
public money to enable · subsequent participa-
tion by Nigerian investors. · · 

:! 
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In both classes of indu;trie.s (which I have·

enumerated) where hard-headed and realistic 
overseas partners are involved, the siting of 
the industry can ~nly depend on one· really 
essential factor ' and that is the same one 
:which determines the location ··of industry 

government council in sponsoring a training 
group in a co-operative .industry. I hope 
all the . hon. . Members who have rat.sed 
the question of establishing projects in their · 
area will use their influence to stimulate local 
initiative on these lines-. l can assure them 
that tsuch initiative will meet an immediate. 
and active response from my Ministry. 

r the world over: Which site is likely to make · 
the industry most· profitable? The answer 
to this will depend · on many factors- · 
location of raw materials is the determining 
one in some cases: for example, in the case 
of the Ewekoro Cement Factory, the factory 
makes use pf local deposits of limestones; 
access to ports is vital in the case of industriys 
dependent on bulky imported materials; 
oth~r · factors include access to adequate 
power supplies, water supplies, · markets; 
repair facilities Jor machinery, and the 
availability of suitable accomp10dation for 
staff. All these are factors which influence 
'or determine · the economic operation of a 
factory and hence,. by any sound com!ner:cial 
standards, its location. · 

Government ·-is most anxious to disperse 
the benefits of industry as wid~ly as possible 
but it must be appreciated that the Jtractical, 
steps it can take in this respect are at present 
limited. It is very actively examining several 
possible areas in the Region with a view to 
setting up additional industrial estates and to 
offering particularly attractive . terms in the 
hope of diverting industries to these areas. 
The obstinate fact remains, however, that 
such attractions will only · be marginally . 
effective. Where other economic factors · 
are reasonably evenly balanced, special 
inducements and ' the persuation of Govern
ment may well · tip the scale and persuade 
investors to select new . areas. Members 
can be quite certain that we will take every 
reaso!lable opportunity; we cannot fly in the 
face of economic facts. 

As at the end of February this year, about . 
£7 million had be~ invested in various 
industrial projects in the Region. Some of 
these projects are established in partnership 
with . overseas investors. They ·include the 
following:-

(a) The C~ittal ' (Nigeria) . Limited in 
Mushin. . The factory manufactures steel 
windows and ·door frames and has proved 
a great asset to the building industry. Its 
annual output is estimated ai 60 tons, and 
its labour force is about 80. 

(b) The Nigerian Pre-stressed Concrete 
Company at Abeokuta which manufactures 
pre-stressed concrete products suitable 
for culverts, electric poles, and bridges. 
The factory emplo_Ys 190 workers. 

(c) The West African Portland Cement 
Company Limited with an authorised 
capital of approximately · £4 milliori is 
situated at Ewekoro, producing cement 
from the limestone deposits in the area. 
Its labour force is about 300; and 

(d) The Tower Aluminium (Nigeria) 
Limited which manufactures aluminium · 
products such as posts, pans, kettles, jugs 
and other household utensils. The factory 
employs about 90 workers. 
The .visit of Members of this House to the 

various industrial projects will convince them · · 
that the products of these factories were· being 
manufactured in the country. Steps have 
been taken to ensure that indigenous business
men and traders participate in the marketing 
and distribution• of the products of the 
various factories established in the Region. . ' 

It is my pleasure .. to se_e a soundly based 
industry established in every area of the 
Region but the plain fad is that there is a 
limit to the extent we,can influence economic 
factors. If Government were to insist on 
directing overseas industrialists into areas 
they do not consider suitable on economic 
grounds for their proposed ventures, the 
tempo of industrialisation in this Region will 
be considerably reduced.. , 

The West · Mrican Portland Cement 
Company has no authorised distributors. ~ 
All its sales are made on a cash basis ex
works at Ewekoro and, when the plant is· 
working to full capacity, . it will be abl~ to 
sell at works to anyone who should come to 
'take delivery. 

There are of course opportunities for 
developing small scale industries either in the 
hands of individual Nigerian businessmen or 
through small co-operative groups. Such 

.. ventures must, to a large extent, depend 
on local initiative, the emergence of enter
prising industrialists, or the action of a local 

At the moment it .' has been obliged to 
restrict the number of customers due to the 
fact that the plant is still only working at 
less than half capa:city. Modifications are 
being made to some of the plant an,d, as soon 
as these are completed and . the plant is in 
full production; the number of customers 
will be increased. The ·present customers 

I. 
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have been restricted to about thirty and it is 
not possible to )ncreasc this number imme
diately due to restricted production and the 
fact that ·the company has ari obligation to 
ensure continuity of supply to the customers 
already taken. · The · present custome~s 
include the large commercial concerns; 
co-operatives; Nigerian businessmen und a 
Nigerian buildingcontractor. 
. The Tower Aluminium (NigeFia) Limited 
distributes its ·products through U.A.C., 
G.B.O:, Chellarams, Patterson Zochonis, but 
they also sell direct from factory · to whole
salers who are able to place bulk orders. 

Nidogas: Most .of sales are made direct 
from company . .to custpmers, but the ·co
operati-ve Society acts as . a~ent in some 
centres. : : · : :, 

The Asbestos Cement Products (Nigeria) 
Limited: authorised distributors include 
Briscoe, B .. W.A. Corporation. (.::hellarams, 
C.F.A.O., Gottschalck, John Holts, A. G. 
Leventis, G. B. Ollivant, Patterson Zochonis, 
Reiss and Company, U.T.C., . U.A.C. and 
Vivian Younger Bond. Arrangements with 
these distributors were made . twelve to 
eighteen months ago. They are unable to 
appoint further distributors umil they have 
settled _down to full -scale · production. The 
factory has only been in operation a few 
months and:they are .not in a position to take 

·on further distributors until they can ensure 
: continuity of supply. This will probably be 

in about six .'month's time . . 
· Crittal Hop~ (Nigeria) Limited authorised 

distributors . are John. Holts, Patterson 
Zochonis, . 'Gottschaclk a:r;Id U.A.C.; John 
Holts are also shareholders · in the Company · . . . .. 

The· Plastics Company has no authorised 
distributors as such; most . of the sales are 

.made direct to building contractors, Govern
ment 'departments and .individual buyers. 
The bulk of . production has been related to 
specific items . such ·as piping, cocoa po~s,' 
latex cups, Independence beakers, and not to 
the retail trade as such. · 

The Nigerian Pre-stressed Concrete 
Company does not cater for the retail trade 
but supplies mainly to builders and contrac- · 

. tots. The bulk of business consists of electri
city poles for the Elettricity Corporation of 
Nigeria. 
. .• "Beauty i tself poth itself persuade . 

T he eyes of men without an orator; 
What needeth then apologies be made 
To set forth that which is so singular" . 

The people of · this country know. their 
friends, and the citiz~ns, of this Region know. 

their champions; those · who fight day ari.q 
night to protect their interests; to seek their 
welfare and to provide for them life . more 
abundant. They do not need an orator of 
the type of the hon. Leader of Opposition, 
nor . the type of Adeoye Adisa. We are 
farmers and farmers' children. We know 
the feelings of farmers. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
it will interest you to know that the hon~ 
Leader of Opposition who now styles 
himself a~t the champion of farmers cannot 
differentiate a cocoa tree from an iroko tree. 
Until recently he still believes that cocoa 
beans are dug from ' the ground. (Govern-. 
ment Benches: · Shame, shame). . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to give the 
assurance again that this Government· will 
continue to work for the welfare and advance- . 
ment of the people of this Regi<m. Our goal 
is to achieve :·a . satisfactory fundamental 
economic change as well as a satisfactory 
fundamental social change. 

' Mr Speaker, Sir, · I discover that some 
Members of the Opposition are still in the 
dark as to the correct role of the Marketing 
Board ill relation to the interests of farmers. 
The Marketing Board, as an . executive 
agency of Governp1ent, has the interests of 
farmers at heart. Apart from its primary · 
responsibility of giving -\'easonable protection ' 
to cocoa farmers against violent fluctuations 
in the world price of cocoa, it .also contributes! 
to the development programme calculated: to. 
improve the prosperity of the · Region. 
The~e is ,nothing strange i~ the Marketing 
Board contributing to the development 
finance of the Region. It lias done this· in~ 
other' parts · of the Federation and in 
neighbouring countries. . . 

·.The farmers know that this .Cove nment 
honestly seeks their interests. ~This Gover.q-. 
ment has done many things to help the~ 
farmers. I will mention only a few;; The~ 
predecessor of the ·· Marketing Board, the·' 
old Cocoa Marketing 'Board, endowed the ?· 
Faculty of Agriculture · at 'the University ' 
College to the extent of £1 million and in , 
addition establish an endowment fund ;of 
l225 ,000 to provide · in . perpetuity fifteen 
free places at the College for the children· of'' 
cocoa . farmers. The Board · also : gave. 
grant of £1 million . to the Co-operative 
Bank in addition to a ioan of £100,000_ 
which was used in financing specific expansioti: 
projects of the Association of 

,.Co-operative Exporters -and various Pr..-.r~,,..,.,~ 
M arketing Unions. , .The Marketing : 
also contributes to the running of the 
territorial agricultural research organisation' 
like the West African Cocoa Research ; 
Institute and the West African Institute for · 
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'Oil Palm Research. For the rehabilitation: 
of cocoa areas after the ravages of the 
swollen shoot disease the Board contributed 
over £3 million to the extension work of the 

· Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
and hila ap ent Rbout £500,QQO on the eoeoa 
spraying subsidy scherrie. · 

' .. .. The fall in coco~ prices has- been dictated 
by economic factors beyond the control of 
this Government. Though we have taken 
steps to increase cocoa production, cocoa 
consumption has · not kept in line with the 

··increase in cocoa production. The· result 
is an alarming dgwnward trend in the world 

· .price of cocoa. '· The reduction . in , cocoa 
prices, as the. Member for Aboh ignorantly 
·said, was not due to .- lack of · prudence or 
extravagance on the part of Government; 
it was a result of hard economic facts. 

· In the years -,1 955:::56 and 1956-57, for 
instance, the .. Board paid over £4 million 
and about £1 t million price subsidy respec
tively ·to farmers. Since the establishment 
of the Marketing Board in 1954, farmers 
in this Region have always received higher 
prices for their cocoa than their counterparts' 
in nj:!ighbouring countries. There is a limit 
to which world price· can continue to fall · 
without the Marketing . Board reflecting the 
fall in .. the prices paid to producers. It 
should be remembere<i that after paying · 
the. farmers for th~jr produce the Marketing 
Board then has to pay for freight to· tal_{~ 
the produce to Europe and to -America. 
Payment · also has · to be made to insure the 
produce against ·all risks in transit. The 
licensed buying agents have to be paid 
agreed commission for their services while 
exports duties also have to be paid as well as 
other small handling charges. . After paying 
all these additional · charges the Board 
discovered that it wa·s losing about ·£50 
per ton in the world market. · 

To meet the situation, the Board had to 
reduce the producer price of cocoa from 
£160 ' per ton to £112 per ton. To leave 
the producer price at £160 per ton for 
the whole of this season would involve· 
the Board in a subsidy of around £7 million. 
Before we took · this • unpleasant · decision 
to · reduce the producer ·price for cocoa, the 
farming community, through representatives, 
was closely consulted. I . would appeal 
to Members of" 'the ~ Opposition to desist 
from false propaganda. .The Government. 
is dedicated to improving the lot of . all 
sections of the 'community, "" and the farffiers ' in particuhir. · · ' · · 

Steps are now being taken to increase 'the 
consumption of cocoa in . an effort to push 
_up its price in world m~rkets. 

The Government, · in ans"' er to . the 
persistent requests of Members of the 
Opposition from the -Midwest, has appointed 
tl W orlcif!g Party t o advist;~ it Of), dte tle~o~irat,ility, 
of placing rubber under Marketing Board 
control. The report of this Working Party 
is yet to be submitted tq the Government but 
there is an indication that the Working Party 
'did not support the proposal to put rubber 
under . Marketing Board control because the 
Working Party thought that the desire of the 

··small rubber producers ·would not be 
achieved because Marketing Board control 
might result in lower .prices than they would 
otherwise have obtained .because the · cost of · 
operati~n and ·'·inspection will eventually. 
come- off the producer price. The Working' 

·Party was · of the opinion that the rubber 
industry and rubber producers in the 

~ Region would be better off if the subsidy o:£ 
about £1 million in a year that Marketing 
Board control would involve was devoted 
to the planting of high yielding rubber 
varieties in economic-size units. 

Some Members · of ' the· Opposition, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, have referred to the investment 
made in the Nigeria Properties Investrri:ent 
Company Limited. There is no!hing wrong 
in the step taken· by the Marketing Board. 
I will only refer Members to the appropriate 
reply given by the han. the Premier at the 
November sitting of this House to the point 
made by Members of the Opposition. The 
only point I like to make here is that in finan-· 
cial business matters a fruition period-is always 
allowed: this period runs between three to 
five years. This is done, and is being done, in 
normal business matters. I say again, Sir, 
that nothing is wrong in this transaction. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 
The Minister .. of Local Government 

(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to support the Second Reading 
of the Appropriation Bill ably moved by the 
bon. the Minister of Finance. · The Opposi:
tion Members who have spoken on the 
Second reading made three or four points 
in criticising the Budget. I will only confine 
myself to the criticisms levelled against my 
Ministry. · · · 

I would like to refer to the ·statement made 
hy the hori. M ember for Ede. · The han. 
Member, whose constituency is Osbun, lives 
in Lagos and hardly knaws 'what is happening 
in ~is . constituency. · If he ·will . take to my. 
advtce, I will ask him to go home. at once to 
s·ee that he is in possession of actUal facts about 
what happens at home. It is uri believable t hat' 

• 

,j 
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· a M~ember who has won · an election and 
does not know what his supporters do 
pay by way of tax ~r rates. He made a very 
irrespoJ?.sible statement that in ;Ede nobody 
paid less than £3 tax. This is a glaring show 
of ignorance and lack of interest in the people 
who sent him to this House. 

The actual fact is that a large number of 
persons, . al;>out 80 . per cent of the total 
rateable adults)h Ede, paid 37s'6d as tax this 
year; the remainder paid 22s 6d. What the 
hon: Member added up to make his £3 is 
made up as follows: Water Rate-· 12s 6d, and 
two special rates of 5s. The other is 
for the building of a Secondary Grammar 
School which I have approved for the 
Council to build in order that the students of 

· rate-payers. in that area will have the 
opportunity of secondary education in the 
future. In actual fact 80 per cent of the 
ratc::able adult population of Ede-Ejigbo 
pay 37s 6d as 'tax. It is a gross misleading of 
public opiniOJl in this Region to say that in 
Eqe.nobody paid less than £3 tax. I would 

' like hon. Members' of the Opposition- and 
indeed · I appeal to them-to come forward 
with facts and figures when they make 
$tatements of this nature. 

:! 
When the new tax measures were intro

duced the hon. Premier· made it quite clear 
that tax in this Region would be 37s 6d 

·throughout the Region, and no more; but 
if li community wants a particular amenity, 

. then ,they must decid~ by themselves what to · 
pay. (Opposition Members: Who approves it?) 
The Government of this Region has set up a 
Board kl1own · as the Regional Tax Board, 
which · is independent; the community 
certainly will have to apply to · that Board to 
investigate whether the community are willing 
to pay the Special Rate, and the Board 
. will ·satisfy itself that the community has 
the ability to pay, after which the -Board 
will make recommendations to me as ·such, 
and I - will not approve any Special Rate 
without the recommendation of the Regional. 

·· Tax Board. 

There were allegations that members so 
· appointed were Action Group members. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have repeatedly said it in 
this ·House that in appointing members 
to the Area Assessment Cominittees in this 
Region I paid no regard to their political 
affiliation~ Mr Speaker, Sir, I pay regard 
to''· the · orderly standing, character ·and 
integrity of an individual. . Unfortunately, 
there are not many on· tp.at side of the House. . . . 

who are qualified; those qualified are to be 
found on this side. As a matter of fact, shortly, 
before appointments of Area Ass~ssment 
Committees were made in Ibadan, tlie hon. 
Adeoye Adis'a approached me so that Mem
bers of the Opposition might be considered for 
appointment, but almost immediately the 
NCNC Opposition · party in the Council
broke into several factions and it was difficult 
for me to know to which party they belonged. 

•' 
Mr Speak~r, Sir, the othec.point m~de by 

the hon. Member for Ibadan is that up till 
now members of his party wl}o had paid their 
rates for 1958-59 are still being prosecuted, 
and I am telling him through you, Sir, that 
if he can cite a specific case I will certainly 
investigate and take appropriate action; but 
no· case has been made to me. 

The hon. Member for Urhobo West, Sir, 
also charged that this Government is in the 
habit of not ·dissolving corrupt councils. 
I think, Sir, that the hon. the Leader of the 
Opposition is not in the House, but I will 
ask that members of his party may take this 
message to him. I will cite the case . of the 
Ife D ivisional CounCil. The Ife Divisional 
Council was dissolved as a result of the dis- · 
graceful activities of the hon. the ~eader of the 
Opposition. (Shame, shame, shame).- . . 

Mr G. ·1. Oviasu: ·Point of Order, Mr 
Speaker. Order 69 (2). (Read it, read it. 
I am addressing the Speaker and not you. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the dissolution of a Council is 
not a financial matter. ·I think the Minister 
shouldn't use the privilege to come and criti
cise the Leader of the Opposition; he should 
confine his speech strictly-to the Budget. We 

· have finished the Debate on the $peech from ' 
the Throne; if he wants to accuse the Leader' 
of the Opposition he has got 'the time for it. · 

Mr Speaker: This appears to be an 
appropriate time for the Government . Bench ' 
to -answer all the questions put during the 
debate; and not only that; it appears that the : . 
Government collectively and individually 
have been accused of certain things for which 
they probably have to reply, and why should 
I ask them. not to reply in the way in which 

_they are now replying? 

Mr Oviasu: We do appreciate that you 
have the last say, Sir, and we have to obey 
you. (Shame, shame). 

Alhaji Adegbenro: Mr Speake~, Sir, 
I am not surprised. I am not surprised 
at all, because the hon. Member knows 
that after leaving the Leader of the Oppo~ 
sition I will ·come to him. Mr Speaker 
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Sir, when I heard of corruption and misuse 
of public funds by the · Ife Divisional Council 
when the hon. ~eader of the Opposition was 
Chairman; I appointed !l ·Prindpal Assisti1fit 
Secretary in my Ministry, a highly experi
enced offic-er in the Government, to conduct 
an inquiry. into these allegations .. What did he 
find? I will only give some of the corrupt pra
tices indulged in by the Ife Divisional Coun
cil. An ex-convict, who was a close friend 
of the . L~ader of the Opposition, was 
appointed Chairman of the Assessment 
Committee in Ife with a , salary of " £25 a 

··month, ' The officer ' found, as a matter of 
fact, that that was true; and what did I do? 
I gave instructions immediately that that man 
must be removed, not only as Chairinan of 
the Assessment . Committee, but even as a 
member of the Assessment Committei! . 
Then what a clever manouvre, what a clever 
device was adopted by the Leader of the Oppo-

. sition to circumvent my decision ! A te.acher _ 

. employed by the lfe Divisional Council in 
one of the Primary or Modem Schools was 
appointed in place of the former Chairman 
at a salary of £25 a month but the money 
paid to · this teacher~ was diverted to the 
pocket of the ex-convict who was a personal 
friend of the Leader of the Opposition. 
(Shame, shame, shame). . . .. 

The officer conducting the , inquiry also 
found that no't less than eighty tax members, 
tax col!ectors, tax appeal tribunals, were'· 
beif!g" paid but there was. nothing in the 
Estimates of the Council to show that provi- · 
sion was· made in the Estimates for payment to 
these people; they were paid salaries ranging 
from £108 to £180 per annum. T-he · 
report was so shoclpng that I had no alterna
tive hut to conduct an inquiry into tl;l~ 
activities of the Ife Divisional Council. 
Then it became obvious that owing to the 
evil practices indulged in by the Council, 
under the Chairmanship of the L~ader of the 
Opposition, the Ife Divisional Council should 
be dissolved. 

An Opposition Member: It was then 
an Action Group-controlled Council. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: Mr Speaker, • Sir, 
I also have it on record that the Benin City . 
Council.. ....... (Loud interruptions and !augh-
t~) . 

Mr Speaker: . Will the hon. Gentleman 
be reminded of the provisions of Standing 
Order 29 (4) and -(5) which says that during 
a sitting . all Members shalJ be silent or shall 
confer only in undertones. .. Members shall 
not make ·unseemly interruptions while 

any Member is speaking. ! · hope they 
will be adhe~ed to. Thank you for your 
co-operation. 

Alhnji Adegbenro' Mr St:~enl(er; . Sir, 
the Benin City Council was also dissolved for 
corrupt practices and abuse of power. :The · 
hon. Member for Benin . Central West, Mr 

. G. I. Oviasu, was th~ Chairman; (Shame, 
shame, shame,). For I example, ,Mr Speaker, 
Sir, contrary to the Standing Rules of 
the Council, and ir1. direct violation of the 
Local Governinent Law, hon. Oviasu award
ed himself a contract for the supply of drugs 
and dressings. Another official of my Ministry 
also conducted an inquiry into these allega
tions, what did he _find? He found, as a 

· matter of fact, that not only did Mr Oviasu, as 
Chairman of the Council, sell drugs and 
dressings to the Council, but he also sold 

., hoes, shovels, etc., (Shame, shame, shame). 
The report of the Board of Inquiry is available 
in my Ministry; if any hon. Member is in 
doubt he will see it there in black and white . 
What ·did he say? He ·-accepted and, as a 
result; I felt that I would not be doing my 

· duty to the Government and the people of 
Benin City if I did not take immediate. action 

~ to scrap that Council and put in gentlemen 
who will take care of the Council and spend 
the money of the tax-payers for the welfare of ' 
the people of Benin City. I did that, and 
Benin · people are the happier today. That 
was the proper thing for me to do. - Since the 
arrival of my hon. Friend 'at Ibadan he has 
not been happy; · my colleagues on this side 
have been wondering what has been the 
reason and I did not wish to reveal. But 
my friend from Benin continues to show 
this sordid countenance when he arrived in 
the House, particularly since ·the hon. the 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare had 
spoken strongly about him. 

Mr Speaker, Six, I would say that I like 
constructive criticisms. Hon. Members 
should bring facts and figures to prove their 
allegations and if there is any case of injustice 
anywhere, I will order an inquiry immediately, 
either in respect of councils controlled by the 
Action Group or in respect of those controlled. 
by the NCNC. Even when aiiegations 
were brought against. the NCNC-controiied 
council in Agbor, and the aiiegations were 
found to be untrue. I refused to dissolve 
'the Council. If allegations were made 
against a council (no matter what party con
trols it) and investigation is made and found 
to be correct that the Council has indulged 
in misuse of public funds, I shall.not hesitate,: 
Sir, to dissolve that Council. . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 
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. The Minister of Economic Planning 
and .Community Development (Oba C. D • . 
Akran): Mr Speaker, Sir, ·I rise to make a 
brief ,comment on some of the points which 
hon. Members made or, rather, sought to 
make during the Debate. · Repeatedly, some 
of my hon. Friends on the other side stated 
that the development of the Midwest Area 
is being neglected, in that the industrial 
projects sited at Ikeja and -Ewekoro had not 
been located i"n the Midwest. The point was 
also made, again by some of my hon. Friends 
opposite, that whereas there is a Housing 
Estate in Ibadan, there isn't any in the 
Midwest Area. A further point put forward 
by an hon. Member of the Opposition is that 
Industrialisation, in this Region is not directed 
towards creating equal opportunities for all 
citizens) as proof of ~his tlssertion, the 
hon. Member stated that labourers "engaged 
by some of the industria) companies were. 
riot being paid Ss iOd per diem for labour, 
and that the wages paid to Nigerian staff 
weJe less than. those paid to expatriate staff. 
Other points raised by hon. Members refer 
to such topics as the tarring of specific 
roads and the provision of various forms of 
amenities. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I do not propose ' to 
corriment on such matters as requests for ·the · 
.tarring of named roads or the supply of water 
and electricity to · named places and villages. 
Hon. Members must be given some opportu- , 
nity for playing to the gallery, particularly 
when they receive information that a Member 
of their constituency is around. I do not wish 
to diminish the air of importance which 
hon. Members may thus acquire in their . 
local areas. In any case my cplleagues, the 
hon. Ministers of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources and of Works and Transport 
and ~f Health and Social "N elfare, will have 
no difficulty . in disposing of the allegations 
that social amenities have been unevenly 
meted out. But before i go on to make my 
brief comments I cannot avoid mentioning 
certain discussions that took place at a 
meeting of the Midwest Advisory Gouncil. 
A certain area of the Midwest had represented 
to that Council that they would want electri
city. The Council went into the matter and 
invited a representative of the Electricity 
Corporation of· Nigeria

1 
for a discussion. 

Later the Council sought to know from the 
people who wanted the amenity whether 
they would pay the appropriate rates . . No 
reply has been forthcoming. This is not a 
unique case in the Region. But I think this 
case. slwuld be ·borne in mind by my hon. 
Friends who come here to ask that all sorts 
of amenities be extended to their area and 

villages. I cannot believe that hon. Members 
·would also be oblivious of the fact that the 
provision , of amenities must be tied to 
ability to pay service fees . 

The main issue on which I · wish to 
comment is the allegation that because 
industries have not been sited in certain 
parts the development of those parts have 
been neglected. ' Before I go on any further, 
I beg your indulgence, Mr . Spe.aker, Sir; to 
quote an excerpt from the 'Report of the 
F.B.I. who visited this country some time 
ago___: · ' · ·· 

. "We pointed; out also that questions of 
industrial location were determined by the· 
lowest production and distribution costs. 
To insist on an inferior location ·was to 
force costs up . and profits down.· It wl$. 
patent therefore that any idea of using, the 
Pioneer Certificate ·.as a ·means of forcing · 
an enterprise into a wrong (i:e., a. less 
profitable) location could not be effective,· 
for it offered relief ·of taxes on profits -
which, in the wrong location, would be 
reduced or overtaken . by higher costs. 

"Industrial location was tlierefore an entirely 
.. separate matter, .· involving . inducements 
. in costs." 

These are the words of the Federation of. 
British Industries, a delegation of · which 
visited Nigeria recently. The point I am. 
trying to make is that in the location of' 
industries · we do a great disservice to . 
ourselves and to our gr'eat country if we seek 
to direct,..,. by political considerations, the 
siting of industrial projects. In the particular . 
circumstances of this country where we rely" 
on the overseas · partners both for capital · 
finance and for technical know-how and, in · 
some cases, managerial ' skill, there is very ' 
little doubt that if we seek to direct the , 
operation of industrialists who come out by ~ 
some form of political consideration ·. in the · 
matter of location, very soon there will not be· . 
any new foreign investors available to direct; / 
they will just not come under those conditions. '• 

But this does not mean that Government•' 
will not seek to encourage a dispersal of. 
industrie~. Indeed it is in pursuance of 
such .a policy that the Government ·of this:;;, 
Regicm-. has embarked upon the creation of 
Housing and Industrial Estates in strategic 
parts of the Region. I would refer hon. · 
Members to paragraph 9.09 ,af the 1960-65 . 
Development Plan. Not only . Ikeja, • puE; 
also Ibadan, Sapele; Oshogbo/Ede, Ijebu;· 
Abeokuta and Akun!' are on the list of places, 
to receive industrial ·estates. In this way the·. 
Government hopes to encourage the dispersal 
of industries; but this is ,different from 
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direeting or coercing inve!'ltors and industria
lists to go agaiqst their own expert conviction 
in the location of their:i,)rojeCts. ' ·· 

· · But wherever i~ th~ •. R~gion industries . are. 
located, I have no doubt that the Region as a 
whole., s~,!lnq.s . eql;lally , to~ benefit. < Take, for 
example, .an . iron . and steel industry; if the 
foreign exper'ts . and inve,stors decide to locate 
such an industry. in the Midwest Area, they 

· _would~ have the advantage of power irr the 
'form of natural gas, of lignite deposits at 
Asab~, ~d of the Escravos Bar when com
pleted. But . these matters are for the 
expert . technician aild . the businessman 
to determine. I think the essential question 
is how far the industries benefit tht whole · 
Region? . I do not think there is any doubt 
m the matter. . The benefits . are Region
wide. A tyre and tube factory, wherever 
established in the Region, cannot but have 
the effect of generating greater and intense 
economic activity in the rubber -producing 
Midwest. . . . 

I think ·that the greatest testimony to the. 
intensity of economic activities whiclrGovern
ment policies have generated migrate to the 
area, even from other Regions, in pursuance of 
all forms of ~private enterprise. So much 
and so intense commercial and other.,activity 
does not u'sually go on in the midst of econo
mi<: stagnation. ' .. 

Reference was made to the scale of wages 
paid by existing industrial companies to 
their daily paid: ~ labourers and to their 
Nigerian employees. My only comment is 
that, excepting by persuation and by example, 
Government does not interfere in the internal 
management of industries. 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, the sooner it is realised in 
this r country that the matter 'of economic. 
development is above party politics, the 
better it will be for us alL 

I wish to urge upon hon. Members to 
desist. from emertaining the idea that this 
Government is working so loosely that 

· Members 'do not know what is happening. 

·: 

Our work is neatly organised and .admirably 
co-ordinated. Attempts to bring any arm of 
the Governrn.ent into disrepute, be it the 
customary courts or tax assessment ·commit
tees, will always fail, will fail ignominously, 
and crush forever all who try hard enough to 
indulge in vilification. 

. The Minister of Health and Social 
Welfare (Chief J. 0. Osuntokun): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, May I begin by commenting as 
briefly as I can on points made by some hon. 
Members regarding certain aspects of the 

work of my· Ministry in the 'course of their 
contribution to the Debate on the Budget. . ":; '• . . ~ 

May I · now, Sir, .with your permission . 
attempt to give a short suinmary ·of the 
activities of my Ministry' during the past 

· financial year. This summary.would, I hope, 
present hon. Members with a progress report 
on the work . performed by the different · 
departments or divisions of rpy Ministry. 

I should 1ike to 1 take the · Medical and · 
Health Divisions of the Ministry first. These 
Divisions continue, not only to expand the.ir 
services, but also to improve on the existing 
standards both in the services rendered ·arid 
in the institutions which enable us to render · 
these services. The Government embarked · 
on a Special Health Programme recently and 
I am happy to be able to announce that this 
programme is now nearing completion. 
A number of the ··160 new dispensaries and 
eighty maternity centres provided under this 
scheme have been completed and put into use; 
the twelve Rural Health . Centres are also 
nearing completion. Two are no:w practically 
ready to be opened. • 

Construction of the four general hospitals 
in Asaba, Uromi, Igbetti and Ibiade which is . 
also a · part of this programme is progressing 
satisfactorily. When finally completed the 
total expenditure on this single item will be . 
in tl].e region of one ffi:illion pounds. This is 
the , first tiriie that a health and medical 
programme of such magnitude has been 
undertaken anywhere in the Federation. 

· In order to provide staff for these new 
institutions and to continue the Ministry's 
intensive activities. in the field of preventive 
medicine, the rebuilding of. the Health 
Auxiliaries Training School at Ibadan was 
commenced during ·the · year. This is 
estimated to cost 'about £116,000 and it is 
expected that the School will be ready for . 
occupation by the third quarter 6f this 
calendar year. When compl~ted, the School ' 
will· provide living quarters for nearly a . 
hundred students, class and demonstration 
rooms, laboratories, a hall and the usual 
administrative offices for the teaching staff. 
It will also temporarily house the Health , 
Propaganda Unit of the Ministry. Again 
this School will be the only kind of its type 
in the country. The House will be glad to 
know that approval has now been given for 
the rebuilding of the Nurses Preliminary · 
Training School in Ibadan. The building 
plans are now being. prepared by the Ministry · 
of Works and Transport in collabora.,tion 
with the officials of my Ministry and it is · 
hoped that actual construction will commence 
soon. When completed the new school will · 

' .· , .• 
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be capable of an intake. of 100 student-nurses, 
i.e., .200 students yearly. This new school is 
estimated to cost the Regional Government 
nearly £117,000. 

. With the completion of this school and 
the · afore-mentioned Health Auxiliaries 
Training School there would be a steady 
outflow of the much needed junior staff of all 
cadres to man our ever expanding services. 
It is hoped that our young schoolleavers will 
avail ·themselves ·of these facilities which 
should ei1able them to render useful service 
to their Region and mankind. There are 
many vacant posts in the · Ministry for this 
cadre of staff. 

The new Midwives Hostel in Ibadan built 
. at a cost of £30,000 has just peen completed. · 
We are already making use of the. premises. 

Owing to . the incre-asing number of 
Senior Service officers and their families 
using the Jericho Nursing Hom~ in Ibadan, 

_ it has ' b~en decided to extend the premises 
. and so provide more accommodation for 

both out and in-patients in the Home. I 

their efforts that the incidence of . such 
outbreak has been practically negligible 
during the year. My Ministry has · also 

·continued 'in its efforts to bring succour to all 
known' lepers in the Region, 'to trace new 
cases, an'd finally to bring the disease under 
control. Whilst on th,e control of infectious 
diseases, it is with great pride that I 'report 
to the House that the gre_at programme fqr 
the eradication of yaws, that horrible disease, 
which was started nearly ' seven ' years ·ago 
has been so successful, '·that this disease no 
longer presents a problem and it is hoped that 
it will be completely eradicate,d within the 
next three or four years. May I; with your 
permission Sir, here pay warm tribute to the· 
Medical Field Units of my Ministry ahd their 
colleagues of both the World Health Orga
nisation and of the United Nations Children' 
Emergency Fund for the great service which·. 
they have jointly rendered to this Regiori in 
this respect. This work has taken them into 
every town and village throughout the· Region 
in their search for this disease and they have, ,' 
during the course of their work, carried . out 
over two million ' medical examinations of 
patients in the Region. . -. 

.. . .am happy, Sir,. to report that the work has 
been commenced. I am assured . that the The campaign against tuberculosis in 
new premises will be ready for occupation in the Region has been intensified during the · 
a few months' time. year under· review. Final arrangements 

Outside Ibadan a . number of new projects have b.ee~ concluded with the World ~e~lth . 
have .been completed and several improve- Organtsatwn to enable a team of spectahsts · 

· ments are being made to existing units. in this field to jpin forces with the Ministry's · 
In Ile-Ife for instance · a new General experts in carrying out a· survey of the · • 
Hospital i~ under const~ction, whilst the incidence · of this disease ' in I~adan and '· · 
new Nurses Hostel and the · two-storey out- thereafter work out a scheme for 1ts control,. 

•patient department block in the Benin-City My hope is that, from the knowledge thus : 
General Hospital -were ·compieted during the acquired, · sithilar schemes ·will be worked · 
year. Han. Members from various areas · out for the other parts of the Region~ In the··· 
in the Region will have noticed marked me~time, ev<::_ry hospital in the Region _is~*;· ... : 
improvements in the local units of my actmg as a treatment centre ·for this disease . ~:-~ 
·Ministry. I refer, · for example, to ' the and, from time to time, the specialists 'based ·-~
extension programmes in such places like in the Govex:nment Chest Clinic_ in Jba<;f.~ ~ 
Oyo, Oshogbo, Sapele and Badagry. It· is tour the vanous centres to study progr~~s 
.our il'ltention to continue this useful work ' of · the work being undertaken and- givmg 
of expansion and consolidation in th.e coming , -advice · to lo~al medical personnel. ,In' :the 
year. _ __ · -- control of this disease, Mr Speaker, 

If I M S ak t t th 
active co-operation of members of the genera 

may, r pe er urn o e preven- bl' · · 1 d I h b ·· 
' tive · side of our work- we prevent the pu tc ts mas~ essentta •':U: . ere .Y apJ?eal ;~ · 
incidence of diseases as well as try to cure to th.~m ~o give my offictals every posstb!e ' 
d

. · h h · d I · help m thts matter. , .,. . ,_..,.., 
tseases t at ave occurre . must not · .. •·· 

forget to mention to the House the good I cannot, Mr Spe.aker, conclude thl~ 
work_ being done by the field workers of my summary of activities ·of the .MedicaL · '' 
Ministry in preventive medicine. Through- Health Divisions without reference to 
out the year our: team of vaccinators were work being done in· the field of mental heaun. 
engaged . in their struggle against small- The AJ,"o hospital for . mental ·and · · 
pox in all parts of the· Region, particularly diseases was very active during the 
m- the area . on the western boundary bar- The Specialist in charge ancl his team were" L 

dering on the French territory ·from ·which kept fully occupied during the ; year. In 
~any cases of small-pox have been notified addition to their routine. duties in the hospitali. 
m- the past. So very successful have been they have managed to arrange· tours . to ' 

'1 
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sev~ral area; in the Region to examine 
patients and to advise their medical colleagues~ 
The number of cases treated successfully 
in the hospital continue~ to increase. It is · 
hoped that in course of 'time, and as funds 
become available, it will be possible to provide 
at least another institution of this type in the 
Region. So much, Sir, for the Medical and 
Health Divisions of the Ministry. · 

I now propose to say a word or two on the 
activities of the Dental Division of the Minis
try. Here again ·we have almost reached our 
initial target of providing one Dental Centre 
in each administrative Province of the 
Region. We now have two well-equipped 
Dental Centres at lbadan and one each at 
Benin City, Warri, Oshogbo, Akure, lje'bu
Ode,_ and Abeokuta. Last year we were 
affected by the world shortage of Dental 
Surgeons. Three of our Centres had to 

·close down for some time. In .the circum
stanGes, it is most encouraging to note that the 
number of dental patients treated last year · 
was up to 23,984. · 

I am advised that as far as we are coric~ned 
the shortage of Dental Surgeons is temporary. 
Some of our scholars in D.ental Surgery will · 
qualify this year and more will do so next 
year. · As the conditions of service of Dental 
Surgeons ~ in this. Region now compare 
favourably with those in _other parts of the 
world,. our boys and girls in this cadre will 
have no excuse for not returning after gradua-
tinn: . · . · 

• ·ii ' • 

A very important aspect of the Region's 
dentistry is the · School . Dental Service. 
Two Dental Hygienists have qualified from 
the Federal School of Dental Hygiene, Lagos. 
These girls, '-':ith those gaining clinical experi
ence, are doing , very important work. More 
school children are having dental inspection 
and treatment than ever before. These 
girls ·also frequent schools to give lectures 
and demonstrations on oral hygiene and 
dental health. .. 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, I referred earlier to 
preventive . medicine. Jn the Ministry we 
also have preventive dentistry. Films · on 
dental health are shown, literature is distribu
ted, and Radio talks, lecttu;.es and demonstra.
tions are given by the dental officers. The 
Ministry .is aware of the importance of dental 

· health and its relation to the general health 
. of the . people, a11d is doing everything 

possible to make the services of the Dental 
Division of my Ministry available to all the 
people of this Region. 

· There is, ' Mr Speaker, one more division of . 
my Ministry about which I wish to report 

progress-the Welfare Division. The last 
Five-Year Development Plan -has ended, 
leaving us with the following very impressive 
achievements:-

' (a) The establishment of the first phase · 
of . the Boys' Approved Institution, Iwo 
with an inmate population of fifty at a cost · 
of £15,000. This .institution is designed · 
to s~rve the whole Region. . 

(b) The completion1 of two Remand 
Homes at Sapele and Abeokuta at a total 
cost of £30,000- Abeokuta centre of 
redemption, Aro Lantoro Asylum, now 
Remand Home. · 

(c) The founding of Juvenile Courts and 
panels at lbadan, Abeokuta, Sapele, Warri, 
Ijebu-Ode, Benin-City and lkeja. 

(d) The establishment of small Remanfl 
.Homes in rented premises at Warri, 
Ijebu-Ode and Ikeja, with the prospect of a 
fourth one at Benin-City. 
lbadan has ali along got a Rem~d Home 

in rented premises, but necessary prelimi
naries have now been completed for 
building of a permanent Home at a cost of 
£20,000. 

All effort is being m;de in order to ·arrest 
the rising tide of juvenile delinquency in this 
Region, priority of treatment being given to 
those areas faced with a graver aspect of the 
problem. 

Existing side by side with -treatment of 
juvenile delinquency is also- the work of 
Family Welfare, the two being co-ordinated · 
by Welfare Officers in charge of each Provin
cial Unit. In this way, Sir, we provide 
counselling for disaffected couples at Ibadan. 
Benin-City, Abeokuta, ne.:.Ife, Ilesha, Warri, 
Sapele, Ikeja, ljebu-Ode and Shagamu. 

·In the past year, due in part, Sir, to intensifi- . 
cation of the work, but primarily to the 
inro1ds of material development on the 
solidarity of the f amily in our communities, 
there has been a sharp rise in juvenile 
delinquency. This ·fact could be seen from 
the relatively modest figures of 650 court 
appearances of juveniles throughout the 

. Region in the year before the last, as against 
the staggering figure of 1,456 returned for 
the last · year. This is an increase of 44.5 
per centum. During the same period there 

" has been · steady consolidation of the work of 
Family Welfare throughout the Region and 
2,134 couples received counselling. A sum 
of £3,833 collec:;ted from fathers of children 
of broken homes was disbursed amongst 

. persons having custody of such · children, . 
through our various Welfare Centres, from 
where these unfortunate children are being 
supervised. 

!• 

~ . ~ ',: I 

ll 



··,, 

459 1961-62 Appropriation 10TH APRIL; ,1961 Bill-· SecOiul R~adi~g 46o 

~ 

[CHIEF osuNToKUNJ 
· ' Mr' Speaker, Sir, this· Divisi~n is also 

concerned with liaison work of Government 
.with a number of voluntary organisations 
stich as, to mention _ only two, the Ex
~erv:icemen's Welfare Association and the 
Royal Commonwealth Society for the Blind. 

· During · the past year, and through the 
.agency of the . welfare officers (and, I am 
happy to note, with the generous co-operation 
of the public), a sum of £1,000 was collected 
from the proceeds of the sale of poppies. 
This amount will be used in the rehabilitation 
of needy · ex-servicemen during the current 
calendar year. A sum of £3,200 was paid as 
grants-in-:aid to ,the Royal Commonwealth 
Society for the Blind, no-w known as · the 
Nigeria National Advisory Council for the 
Blind, to assist in their efforts ~o train and 
rehabilitate the unfortunate b lin<;l persons in 
_our J;Uidst. I have posted an After-Care 
Officer to serv'e at the Farmcraft School, 

· Ikeja. Whilst we look upon the question of 
the growing menace of juvenile delinqt1ency 
with a lot of concern, we are consoled by the 
active steps this Government is · taking to 
arrest it. We realise that as our industrial 
preoccupations gather · ·-momentum, and 
wbanisation of rural ar~as increases, there 
would. be more problems of this nature, and 
the . wisdom in our remedial efforts will, I 
trust, · be clearly vindicated. 

, ·· Mr Speaker,' Sir, my Ministry also has 
responsibility for the broad administration of 
the Western Region Sports Council. I 
cannot conclude my speech without some 

· brief reference to the activities of that Council. · 
·'During the last six months I have received 
with c;onsiderable interest and approval the 
Western Region Sports Council's proposals 
for the implementation of its 9uties as set 
out in the Western Region Sports Council 
Law of 1959. In due course these proposals 
will be placed on the Table of this House II. 

r . ~ .. • the Council's .Annual Report for 1960-61. 
Bon~ Adisa criticised the construction of the 
Liberty Stadium at Ibadan here~ I feel he 
ought to have appreciated the need for th~t 
Liberty Stadium being constructed at 'the 
Regional Headquarters which will provide 
for 'the promotion of sports all round. 

: -Mr Adisa: whlch pro~~tion is it making? 

' Chief ' Osuntokun: . You will all have 
visited the Liberty Stadiun;1 an,d, I am sure, 

' will agr~e with ·me that ·in this magnificent · 
buildiz:lg ' with its most . modern ·equipment, 
our · Gove:r;nmen:t has ·set a new high standard 
~n, th~ pr~vision, of sportingfaciliti~s not only 
1n N 1gena _but m the whole of Mr1ea. (H ear, 
hear.) It IS propo~ed that the development 

of the Stadium site, fo~ which .pro~ision · h~s; 
been made in the 1961-65 Dev-elopment Plan; : 
should be to the same ; high· _standard;; 
Facilities for swimming and diving, . lawzf 
tennis, boxing, cricket, hockey, table tennis; 
basket .- ball, ·netball and wrestling will be:. 
added to the facilities · for athletics and: 
football already provided by the Liberty 
Stadium. A site lay-out plan" for ¢is 
development has been commissioned by the 
Ministry of Works and Transport and will -be 
made available· to hon. Members in the 
Council's Annual Report to which I have 
already referred. With the approval of the: 
same Ministry, the Sports ·CounciL has· 
itself commissioned the working plans for the·· 
first section of the Hostel which will 
eventually provide accommodation for 200 
students attending coaching . and personal, 
performance training courses. It .. is hoped.·. 
that it will be possible· to begin this .builciipg' 
within the next few months. ·"-' · ·-_ · ·.: 

•, ' . ... , .... 

- In fulfilment of its . duty to > raise - the 
standard of all sports th),"oughout the Region, 
the Council employs two football coaches and· 
a continental coach is·:negotiating for. _the 
appointment of coaches for athletics, boxing 
and table tennis. We. should all be happy_ 
about performan~es of,.our boys i~ C~a .. ,_ · 

The Sports Council · is'· further r~q~r~d t6: 
develop and provide sporting facilities: 
throughout • the Region. It · has therefore 
submitted specifications · for ' a · standard 

· Sports Centre to be · provided in · each Pro- .. 
vincial Headquarters. These Sports Centres· 
will prqyide the same facilities as Liberty 
Stadium but on a modified scale. 

The Sp~rts Council is very conscious that . 
many of our schools have inadequate playing· 
space or playing fields. It is · therefore 
seeking, in ·conjunction with the ' Ministry' 
of Education and the Ministry of Works and 

· Transport, ways a,nd means of extending and 
improving school . playing fields as economic-
ally as possible. -, 

Many young people are deprived of .the 
opportUnity I of wider participation in sport 
because of the . cost of transport. The·· 
Council has ordered the first of what is hoped · 
will eventually be a fleet of buses. 'These ' 
buses will be available for hiring by any · 
sporting body on terms which it is hoped will' 
make wider participation in sport available to '·; '!i , 
many_ more than are at present able to affo,rd · 
it. . . . . . . . ' " :' . 

• • • • .. • : r: ~ ' '' .• 

The health of our sportsmen and women ,. 
has also been conside~ed by the Sports 
Council. A clinic . for the treatment · of 
sports injuries has been set up at Liberty 
Stadium and it is hoped - that . with · the 
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co-operation of . interested members of the 
medical profession, it 'will be possible to 
bring. similar clinics into service throughout ·· 
the Region~ In co-ol?eration with governing 
bodies of sport, . the 9Sports Council is also 
planning a special medical examination of all 
sportsmen and women who n:present the 
Region. fHear, hear) . . 
. . •May I assure the House that it is the 
intention of the Government to continue to· 
seek the promotion of sports in this Region 
and will not spare any efforts in achieving this 
aim. (Hear, hear.) 

siaing iuspended at ' 12.00 noon. 
S.ittfng resumed at 1.35 p.m. 
.The Minister of Education (Dr · S. D. 

Onabamiro): Mr Speaker, . Sir, . I rise 
to support the Appropriation Bill so ably 
moved by the hon. Minister of Finance. 

Several Members of the Opposition 
Benches in . speaking on the Debate. on the 
Bill, have made · certain criticisms of · our 
educational system in Western Nigeria. I am 
grateful for thJ:: privilege of answering these 
critics. · 
.' Three main criticisms have' been levelled 

against the Ministry of Education. The 
first is that we fail to provide employment 
for the boys and girls whom we turn out of 
our schools. The second, which specifically 
carhe from ·the hori. the Leader of the 
Opposition, quotes the Ashby Conlinission 
Report in alleging that the · educational 
system of. Western Nigeria is unbalanced. 
The third criticism relates to the siting of the . 
University of Ife. Sir, if I may take the first 
one first. 

I would not like to p~esume to handle a 
question which probably belongs to-- the 
portfolio of my hon Colleague, the Minister 
of.: Labour. · I should. only just like to say 
that the Government has made comprehen
sive plans for the emplqyment of Secondary 
Modern School leavers,, in that among posts 
reserved for those of ·them who pass the 
Entrance Examination for appointme!}t to 
Scale F posts in the Seririce of the .Govern
ment of the Western Region are: clerical 
assistants, enumerators, dispensing assistants, 
book-binding assistants, stenographers-in
training (girls only). and student nurses in 
the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare .. 
In . addition . to these, large numbers of 
Secondary Modern School Leavers are going 
to be absorbed into . Teacher Training 
Colleges and Trade Centres. Members of 
the .House will remember that recently twelve. 
secpndary modern schoolleavers were sent to 

Israel to undertake accelerated courses in 
technical subjects for one year, and the new 
Trade Centres which are. being built at both 
Oyo and Owo will further· provide technical . 
training for larger numbers of students from 
these schools. · 

f 

Mr. Speakex, may 1 now come to the 
secqnd criticism, i.e., the one alleging that 
our system of education · is unbalanced. 
The ' portion of the . Ashby Commissio? 
Report which I think the hop. the Leader of . 
the Opposition was referring to is paragraph 
2, page 5, extracts from which, Sir, I should 
like, . with your permission, . to quote. n 
goes as follows: 

. "But the geographical · distribution of 
these primary' school· children is very 
uneven. In the East and West it can be 
assumed that the majority of childreh will . 
complete primary education; in the North· 
only about one in eleven of children of 
school age are at school and in some · areas 
the proportion is as low as one in fifty. · 
Primary education will undoubtedly spread 
in the North; but there is a unique 
opportunity for the North to develop a 
balanced system of educatioH; and we 
would hope that the Northern Ministry of 
Education will not invest the bulk of its. 

. available ~unds in primary schooling, at 
the expense of se'condary schooling and 
teacher training. The first objective 
should be to ensure that the North has 
enough candidates for secondary and post- · 
secondary educa.tion to fill its own needs 

·and to contribute its share of high-level 
man-power to the nation. We believe 
this could be done if it expands its primary 
school system so that one in five children 
of school age compleros primary schooling: 
This will take some years to reach, but if it 

· . is taken as a first objective it would ptoduce 
a balanced systerri of education, and it is 
much easier · to expand a balanced system 
than one tha~. has grown out of balance." 

That is an extract from the Ashby Report. 
Now·, Sir, I cannot detect from thi's any 
categorical condemnation of ·our system as · 
being unbaianced. We have built up a 
system of free primary education in Western 
Nigeria which is absolutely unique in Africa. 
(Hear, hear.) The people of this . Region 
have every reason to be. proud of the Action 
Group Government for this achievement. 
(Hear, hear.) and the Go'vernment which has 
planned and executed. this stupendous project 
has every reason to be pleased with itself: 
We have not folded -our arms after the provi
sion of primary education for all children be- · 
tween the ages of six and twelve. The Govern..: 
ment of the Action Group has looked further 

~ • .i 
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·ahead and · built up a composite system of 
'secondary education which P.Jovides technical 
and vocational as well as grammar 
school education for all those who desire to 
take advantage of them; and what is the 

'. proof of this? 

We run Secondary Modern Schools in this· 
Region which do not exist in any other 
part of the Federation of Nigeria (Hear, hear.) 
We have 16 7 secondary grammar schools 
with a student population of 25,755 under 
1,419 teachers, of whom 495 are graduates, 
a much higher graduate ratio than c~n be 
found in any other part of the Federation 
of Nigeria. 

In our secondary grammar ' schools, there 
·were 7,260 students in Class I in January 
of this year, compared with 5,300 studen~s 
in all the grarrimar schools of the Eastern 
Region at the same time, even though the 
population of Eastern Nigeria is, as we 
know, greater than that of Western Nigeria. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, thes'e are facts wfiich I 
should recommend 'to Members on the 
opposite benches to bear in mind when they 
criticise the educational system of Western 
Nigeria. Statistics are available in the 
Ashby Report. (Opposition benches: What 
page? It is out of date..) 

Last ye~r ~ine of our Secondary Gramma~ 
Schools were running Sixth .Form classes, 
compared with only seven such schools in the 
Eastern Region, and two other schools have 
started Sixth Form thl.s year, with the result 
that more students from Western Nigerian 
schools. are passing Advanced Level subjects 
and qualtfying for University admission. 
This is not a vague statement, but is substan
tiated by facts and figures. In October, 1960, 
there were 500 men students from ·western 
Nige_ria adinitted to University College, 
Ibadan, compared with 419 men students 
from Eastern Nigeria. These ·figures are 

·from 'the statistics produced by the University 
College Ibadan, last month in the University 
Gazette which shows that 500 male students 
.last year were from Western Nigeria, 419 

. male students from Eastern Nigeria, · and 
thirty-seven women students from Western 
Nigeria compared with' thirty-three female 
students from Eastern Nigeria, making a total 

. 'of 537 students from the Weatern Region, 
admitted to University College, Ibadan, 
compared with 452 students·from the Eastern 
Region; which proves · the · superiority of 
the performance of Secondary Schools in 
the West~rn Region over those of the Eastern 
Region. ' (Interruptions.) 

Mr Speaker: Order! I wonder· how the 
Hansard Reporters will be able to report the 

' speeches of everybody at the same time. ,. . . . ·. 
-- Dr Onabarniro: These facts prove · con

clusively that the Government of the Western 
Region takes a comprehensive view· · of 
education in its planning, right from pxjrnary 
education· to University level, and while we 
are far ahead of' the other Regions in the 
Federation, we are by no means resting on 
our oars. The purpose of the Government 

· in setting up various Commissions and 
Committees to advise it on education is ~at 
what we have" at present, which is good, _ 
should be bettered, and that eventually what 
we should have in the years to come, should be 
not only the best in Nigeria, but the best iri . 
Mrica. 

Now, Mr Speaker, if I may come to the 
question of the siting of ~fe University. 
Members after Members of the Opposition 
Benches have risen up to . criticise Govern
ment action on this matter. As · you have 
been informed ·before, Sir, the Government 
set up a. body of experts to advise it, and what 
the Government eventually did, was to imple~ 
ment the recommendation, of these experts. 

In a matter like this, no harm is done by:..a 
little repetition. There are eight reasons, I 
repeat, eight reasons, why lfe has been 
chosen· as the site of the University of Western 
Nigeria. · •·· 

First, we want ~ place possessing · soil 
suitable for agricultural research. , We all 
know by the quality of the cocoa grown .in . 
lfe are~ that such a place would have _the 
ideal soil desired by agricultural research 
workers, so lfe passes that test. 

Secondly, we want a place which has, or 
will have, within a few months, water, 
electricitY and tele-communications. Ife 
passes this test. 

· · Thirdly, we want a place which ,will be 
within easy access of all parts of the Region. 
While it may not be the precise geographical 
centre of the Region, it is yet located at a place 
which is within easy access of all parts. 

Fourthly,. in , the establishment of a 
University containing the Facu.lties of 
Engineering and Medicine, along with others, 
it will be necessary to instal heavy equipment, 
and for this reason, nearness to a railway for 
the transportation of this equipment will, 
though riot strictly essential, be quite an 
advantage. lfe is only twenty-four - miles 
from Ede·. railway · station; and that is a 
considerable advantage. · t · 

Fifthly, we are establishing a University 
which is going to be the second University· 
institution in the Western Region, as the 
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Jniversity College, Ibadan; a Federal institu
ion, is geographically situated in this Region. 
"or this reason, it will be desirable to foster 

bond between the tw6 institudaB§ afi . 
1atters academic, athletic fllld cultural, in 
b.e same way as such a bond exists between 
)xford and .. Cambridge in Great Britain. 
·tu~ents . from the two institutions sho1,1ld 
1e~t often for debates, for sports, for staging 
>int plays, ·and so ·' on.' . Oxford and 
:ambridge are sixty miles apart; University 
:allege, Ibadan, and Ife are fifty-five miles 
JU!t. Ife passes this test. 

.Sixthly, this University we are proposing 
•' build is a Government project . . As such, 
'~hould be the most precious Government 
top· window. The Government should be 
rBud to take foreign visitors out on day trips 
' ~··see it. Most foreign .. visitors visiting 
igeria would probably visit Ibadan as the 
~arest Regional capital. ·It will be easy for 
ov:emment to put the visitor's ~in a car and 
y "Go out .to Ife and see our University". 
is only 1 hour 15 minutes by car and that 
a· considerable advantage. Ife passes 

at test. 
. • f ':!'- : J , • 

Now for the seventh reason. The name of 
~ is already known internationally and in 
rticular . among the J~arned circles in 
:haeology. The Nigerian 6d stamp which 
rries mail .from this country to 'all other 
rts of the .. world contains . the · Ife broi1Ze. 
ting a · University in a place which carries 
:h an ancient and internationally-known 
me, particularly 'in academic . circles,. . will 
a consider<tble advantage to the institution 
~If. . 

1\nd lastly, ·as the eighth· reason, Ife IS 

~ place where we believe our ancestors 
ginated. When I speak of our ancestors. 
: Speaker, I am not referring exclusively 
the Yorubas . . The Oba of Benin claims 
origin from Ife, and as. such our Member~ 

Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode :. His Excellency, 
the Governor of Western Nigeria hails 
from Ife as the descendant of Oduduwa ..... . 
(Laushter and cheers from Government Benches). 

. . 
' · The Minister or Works and Transp'ort 
·(Chief S. 0. Sogbein): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to support the Second Reading of the ; 
1961-62 Appropriation Bill ably delivered 
by the hon. Minister of Finance. I do not 
have much to say. During the Debate on 
the Budget very few scathing rem~rks were 
made against my Ministry. I know 
that one of the main reasons is that all 
Members came to this House on good roads. · 
Of course; I know that it is those who cannot 
see beyond their noses that would not see 
anything good in the progressive Government 
of the Western Region. · 

The han. Member for Ede-Ejigbo alleged 
that nothing is done for Oshun in the way of 

. amenities. He failed to point out 
that Ede is provided with electricity, 
water supply at a cost of £536,000 free 
grant, apart from many roads tarred and, 
bridges constructed in his area. 

The Member for Ibadan South-East or 
West Rural, .otherwise-known as Malam Adisa, 
said that we · should not give work to contract;_ 
ors and that all work should be done by 
direct labour.- This suggestion is hypo
critical. Why do I say so? He is a Member 
of the NPC and his Minister of · W arks in 
Lagos does most of his work by contracts. 

It is the tradition of my Ministry to do 
its work partly by contract and partly by 
direct labour. May I add ·at this juncture 
that my Ministry has been, and is still, doing 
good work. For example', the Liberty " 
Stadium, . the building of the Regional 
Treasury and . the Premier's Office, to 
mention only the most recent. May I 
assure · the hon. Member that we shall 
continue with this policy of carrying on our 
work partly by direct iabour and partly by 
employing contractors. Members will also m the Midwest can proudly claim to be 

:cendants of Oduduwa themselves. The 
i of Onitsha, History tells us, ·crossed the 
rer Niger at Asaba on his way from ,Benin 
found an empire in Ibo land. May I 
m, on behalf of several of our Ibo friends, 
nk with the Oduduwa of Ife in the same 
1ner? 

be aware that the rate of development. in 
this part of Nigeria is phenomenal and all 
the roads constructed, waterworks, electricity 
and dredging cannot ,all be done by the 
staff of my Ministry. 

fe, ther.efore; Mr Speaker, is the one 
:e in the Western Region, which every 
1, woman and child in the Region can 
his own. For this reason I think the 

remmeqt of the -Western Region deserves 
~e congratulated . for making this wise 
Lce. 

1r Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

.· { 

-The same Member spoke on vehicle 
inspection and testing. May I assure this 

' House that Government is looking into the 
whole probl.em with a view·to working out a 
system whereby vehicles will be tested more 
speedily. 

An Opposition Member said that we spent 
money in building ho..1ses. Tnrougll iVlr 
Speaker, Sir, may I ask the Opposition to do 
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· this simple arithmetic? Which is cheaper: 
to build a house for £100,000 once and for all, 
or to hire a house, known· to have been built 
for £54,000. by an individual, for £100,000 

}or five years? Inste.ad _of such squander
mania, the Government of this Region builds 
its own houses. , If the Opposition wants 
inore of the squandermania they should refer 
to the Audit Report of the Federal Govern
ment. 

. The ... Opposition Mem~er for Ikeja alleged 
that Government gives a job costing £30,000 
for £50,000. If the 4sm.. Member were 
serious, he should cite a single example. 
May · I say that although comparisons are 
odious, yet they serve as eye openers. The 
average cost of tarring a mile of road by-the 
Western Nigeria Governmel}t is £5,000, 
whereas I have jt on record .that a mile of 
road of the same quality and specificatipn is 
being tarred elsewhere as high as £22,000 
per mile. Squandermania-de-:-Luxe! - -· - · 
. May I, in conclusion, acknowledge with 

· thanks the commendable remarks made by 
most informed . Members of this House, · 
including many Members of the Opposition 
For instance, my hon. Friend of the Opposi
tion from Ikeja came to me outside the House 

·~nd thanked Government for constructing 
-Ipelle Bridge and Idogu-Imeri Bridge near 
Idoa.Q.i. . When I told him that the appro-, 
priate place is the floor of this honourable 
House, he emphatically refused to repeat it 

.'there on the pretext that he .will not be 
performing his duties as an Opposition 
~ember if he cioes not oppose in the House. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this is an example of the 
:working of the inner minds of the Members 

. of th~ Opposition: . They all in their mind 
of minds . appreciate the colossal work that 
G0veriunent is doing but . they have to 
mortgage their conscience. My prayer is 
t;l:iat their party _may continue ·to · be in the 

. Opposition while we continue "to be in the 
Government saddle until we shall win all the 
Federation to the Life-More-Abundant-for-all 
Programme of the Action Group. (Hear, 
hear.) 

IYir Speaker, Sir; I beg to support. 
. ' 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
of Justice . (Chief J. E. Babatola): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, Members of the Opposition 
continue to allege that Members of this 
Government and the Action . Group in 
general make some Customary Courts 
victimise members of their party, that is 
the NCNC, especially . in rating matters 
wh'ich come before the Customary Courts. 

It is well-known that · the NCNC just 
. wants to get these courts abolished as a matter 
of policy and not as a result of any general 
defect in their structure or because of the 
Judges in these courts. ·• 

I . can guess why the NCNC continues to '-~,
wage war agailliit our Customary Courts. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, you will --observe that the 
Local Government Service Board Chairman 
and Members are persons of honesty and 
integrity who are impregnable to the sugges
tions and · influence of NCNC members 
whenever they tome forward to nominate . 
rascals for the posts ·of ·Customary _1 Court 
judges. 

' . 
May I, Sir, . once more remind Members of 

the Opposition why this Gove:J;11II1ent regards 
our Customary C~mrts as a necessity in our 
system of administration of _justice. 

• In the first place, a ~radical and violent 
change in our native system of administration 
'of justice would be · undesirable from the 
point of view of our people themselves · and 

·from the point .of view of the expenses 
certainly to be involved in replacing ' all the 
Customary Courts with Magistrates' Courts. 

·· $econdly, even # we are able· t~' ~d 
money to pay the required number of Magis
trates, we · have to remember not 'only 

·what the qualifications of these Magistrates 
are but also what primary purpose the 
Customary Courts · serve. , Like · similar 
courts in England, our Customary Courts are ·· 
designed to administer justice in matters oP 
local custom which vary from community to 
community . . Persons, therefore, who are 
versed in knowledge of customary" laws 

. in their respective areas are · appointed · as · ·. 
Customary Court judges. · If they h~ve ·r 
legal knowledge they serve in Grade B or A ? 
of these courts and administer cases that are -\.· 
more serious in nature than simple matrimo~ .' ~j 
nial anq domestic quarrels which the Custo- .- ." 
mar.y Courts deal with with dispatch tand 
competence. · , 

Thirdly, Sir, I ;aid that our 
courts have their counterparts in the United · 
Kingdom. May I say also that their · 
is not less. There is ' even one more ·aspect 
them which I consider an innovation 
dire.~tion to make j~sj:ice possible even' for. 
poorest of persons who want to . p'rosecqt~' 
their cases beyond the lOcal 
Courts, but witho~t the financial ability 
doing so. I am referring here to the provi--
sion of redress through. application, · 
of charge, to the Customary Court Supervisor 
in each Customary CO\frt Division. . . 

Sir, if any judiciary is designed to catex: for 
justice and with as low a cost as possible, i~ is 
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the judiciary of Western Nigeria with its 
·broad base consisting · of the Customary 
Courts. 

1Mr Speaker, Sir, I' beg to support the 
·Budget Speech . . (Cheers.) 

, · 

. Mr Speaker: This ?..ppears to be another· 
convenient time for a break and we shall 
_resume at 8 o'clock tonight. 
.,; Sitti:,;gsuspended at 2.15 p.m . . . . . ' 

.·· . Sitting resumed at .8.15 p.m. 

The Minister of Information (Chief 
E. A. A. Fadayiro) ': Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
·iise to .support the Second _Reading of the 
Appropriation Bill, 1961-62, and in doing so I 
must congratulate the hon. the Minister of 
Finance · for the characteristic, able way in 
·which he delivered the goods. It is a Bill 

. which reflects a virile Action Group Govern
ment under the worthy leadership of Chief 
the hon. S. L. Akintola .(cheers) manned by 
:virile, intelligent and transparently honest 
'R,egional Ministers.' ;. The financial policy of 
this Government has . shown:' froin year to 
year its ·determination to make this Region a 
·welfare state. · . · . · 

The . fact that ·. the O~position ~ Members 
were less . pronounced in their attacks· on the_ 
Ministry. of Information indicates that our 
public relations .with both. the Opposition and 
the Government are in a · healthy condition. 
,The· first . attack was from the hon. Adeoye 
Adisa from Ibadan and the second from the 
hon. the · Leader of the ·Opposition. The 
latter was in -quest of information as to what 
my Ministry was doing to publicise the activi
ties of public , enterprises. Events have 
overtaken . his . suggestions and we have 
already for years been doing a lot to publicise 
·these organisations. I will come back to 
th~s later. 
'· It is untrue for hon. Adisa to say that the 
·WNBS-WNTV corporation is in financial 
'crisis. · It shows complete ignorance of the 
day-to.:day runriing ··i of ' the· Television
First in Mrica (cheers) to say· that there has , 
been mass sack of our workers. Hon. Adisa 
should know that Television came into this 
country less than two years ago, breaking a 

• completely new field, . and· must · naturally face 
~ssociated difficulties with any pioneering 
work. But even so, we a're the .'first to have 
Television in the whole of Africa arid, like any. 
other business organis~ti,dn in any part of the 
world, particularly in the field of Television, 
it cannot be a paying proposition for the 
first few · years. WNBS-WNTV have made 

with families can reaaiiy appreciate this 
impact and I understand the predicament in 
which · the hon. Member finds · himself. in 
this matter. It is the intention of this 
Government to give the Western Nigeria 
Broadcasting Corporation a chance and we 
are satisfied with its progress and achieve
ments so far as could be seen in our. various 
programmes which depict the life· of this 
country. Our culture and tradition have 
been given priority in our programmes and 
the public service programme "Progress" 
run by my Ministry has been acclaimed · by 
all and sundry as a very educative programme. 
The schools' programmes on the Television,. 
under the able guidance of Mr George Arms 
of the Ministry of Education, ·have been a 
very useful medium to teach secondary 
grammar schools their subjects effectively. 
Perhaps the hon. Member has not yet the 
opportunity to hear children from secondary 
and secondary modem schools praising the 
programmes. Already . the Government has. 
supplied more than 200 ' televisiun .sets · free. 

· to secondary schools and secondary modem 
schools in the Region. . The cost of produc

'tion of these programmes is very high but 
nevertheless . they have more than value for 
the money spent. · 

. •· I 

The reference .by hon. Adisa. to mass sack 
· ·of workers is wicked and unfair. A few of 

the staff have resigned their appointments 
to other newly established businesses . . It · 
has no refie~ction on the financial situation 
of the company. The company (WNRS), 
on the other hand, has engaged within the 
past few months a number of new employees 
who have left their work for better-paid 
jobs at WNRS. 

I will take this opp~rtunity to pay sincere 
compliments to the WNRS who have 
succeeded under such unusual conditions in 
creating such enviable impressions. Since 
the introduction of WNRS many· African 
countries, after visiting ·our Television House, 
are now making arrangements for television 
in their own countries.. Ghana, Kenya, 
Portuguese · ~st Mrica, Guinea, and a few 
other count1'les are proposing Television. 
And coming nearer home this Government, 
as a pace setter, pas given, a lot of advice to 
the Ea$tem Nigeria Government before · 
they could start their television and even ;. 
then, up till now, the East Television · can 
qnly cover a very limited area in the township 
of Enugu. It will . interest · hon. Adisa 
to know that before the Federal Government 
could embark on Television it · has to start 
commercial broadcasting to be . able .. to. raise 
rnoney for . its · Television and they have .:to 

~ tremendous impact on ' the people of this 
Region, · an infiaerice . and a . .Privilege which 
cannot be ·~measured in cash. In fact people '· go all the way to Canada . for help.' The 

Q 

I 

• 
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Federal Government has no respect for the 

·:Regional Governments and therefore shame-. 
lessly went into competition with them in 
commercial broadcasting. 

~ 1 - . 

.. · Mr Speaker, Sir, if the Federal Government 
.had any respect for the Regional Governments, 
it would have consulted the other Regional 
Governments before it entered into the field 

· ·of commercial -broadcasting. The · North·· 
·Regional Gov:ernment has' now completed 
·arrangements to complete its sound Broad
casting and Television, and yet when this 

. Region first mooted the idea· here, the 
NCNC ·Opposition. made hue and cry that 

. Television was a luxury. Bu~ow that their 
counterparts in the Federation and the other · 

. Regions embarked on ·_it; it is no longer a 
· luxury. • 

' ' 

I now corne back to the speech of the hon, 
Leader of the . Opposition in which he 

·· suggested that intense and continuous 
publicity must• be given to the .. successful 
development of corporate enterprise in this 
Region. I wish to assure the honourable 

.. House and the leader of the ·Opposition 
that the Ministry of Information has always 
.done its very. best to pl,lblicise Government's 
achievement in this regard. . In the Ministry 

· of Trade and Industry, a Senior Information 
Officer-United Kingdom-trained-' is perma
.nently attached to handle all the. publicity of 
these industries· and corporations. He is 
full time there. I assure the House that 
ever)rthi~g ' possible is being done. to. step up 
this publicity. In fact there is now a scheme 
to post Senior Information Officers to · the 
Provinces of ·the Region to step · up out , 
publicity. work in order to · have effective 
supervision of our field staff. . Such centres 
will at present be as follows: . Ikeja, to 
supervise Colony Province and Ijebu and 
Abeokuta Provinces; Ibadan, · to super-Vise 
.Ibadan Division and Oyo Province; Oshogbo, 
to supervise Oshun Division; Akure, to · 
.supervise On do Province; · and Benin City, 
to supervise Benin and Delta Provinces. .. . 

I want to give a warning to the Members of 
the Opposition, through you, Mr Speaker, 
that these are Government organisations 
run to propagate the activities of the Govern
ment, and not .for political campaigns. I say 
this because . I know their tricks, and they 
will compl~if?. if they do not toe their party 
,line. They · will · propagate Government 
policy from. day to day. 

·. Mr 'Speaker, Sir, with these few remarks, 
t support the Bill. . . '·· ·. · ·· 

. ~ ~. · ... 

The Minister of Finance (Chief J. A; 0. 
Odebiyi): . -Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to express 
my thanks to the hon. -Members who have 
contributed positively' to : the Debate on ·.the 
Budget and, · ·in particular, I express my 
thanks, co).lpled with considerable disappoint
ment, to the hon. the Leader-of the ·Opposi-:
tion . for his ¥itriolic arid unpatriotic speech .., 
(Government Benches: ' "Shame, shame") 
delivered to this House last week. There is 
no doubt that, very much unlike him, he has. ' ' 
devoted, in this particular case, some amount ,. 
of time and energy to a _study 9f the Estimates ~;o;f-ti 
for: 1961/62 as prese~ted to. this hono;J.IraJ;>le ~· 
House. For the fevy-regrettably toq fe~~ 
valuable suggestions contained in his spee.ch, :J • 

I have to thank him and to express on behalf . 
of the'Government our desire to look into the /.: 
points he has raised.· I can assure him that a,s1 '~~ :k 

. many of them as are found practicable in our. · 
present circumstances will be given very ,ft, 

favourable con$ideradon. · (Opposition ·Mern.:J.;!;, 
bers:Inquiry,lnquiry.} · If the Members of the : 
Opposition want · an: ·.inquiry . let ·them . tell , 
Okotie-Eboh~ · · ,·: , . . ... · . 

'" .. ·. ,·. 
There is no · doubt; 'however, that ·a:s 

Leader of the Opposition he has ·devoted · 
m:ost of. his tinie mainly to finding faults 
even where they:did not exist, but one would 
have expected that in order to manifest the· 
responsibility ' expected of a Leader of the 
Opposition . in this ·honourable House, he 
would desist from making inflammatory and 
irresponsible statements ·without just cause. 
Time . and again, •it ·has been said · in this 
House that Members of the Government are 
available at all times for . consultation- and 
questioning, howbeit · informal, · by the 
Members of Opposition on · points ·,about 
which they are in doubt. More emphatically; 
I would repeat that even the hon. the Premier . 
himself has always advised the Leader of the' 
Opposition in this House to avail himself of 

. the opportunity thus offered. But unfortuna
tely, because of his inability to .appreciate any 
goodness in his opponent, and for. all I " 
know that is characteristic of him, and of his · · 
natural inclinations always to create col)fusion 
·where there' is peace and quiet, he has found 
it difficult to co-operate with-the Government .. 
I say this with particular reference to the 
s~~tement made by the L~ader of the Opposi.:. 
tion apropos of the Mark~ting Board. I can' 
assure this House that this Government ha5 an 

·answer for every false accusation made by the 
Leader of the ()ppo~ition on the .floor ,of the 
House.· 

••t. ' '· 
· First, I shall deal with his criticisms of our 

financial policy. In · this regard, . I .would 
attempt to classify . his speeoh as coming 

i~~· 
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tinder (a) our ~xpenditu~e · policy, and (b)' 
our income tax system . .. ; How I wish he had 

I:.' J)een·more Ny3temafic l ,. ; .. ~ · 
r.~. . ·: ·- . · . . ·. · '' .····; . . . 
. ·, With regard to our~xpenditure policy, it 
~~as always . been)~tated , that. the , Government 
is out 'to do whatever it c~m to raise produc

;~ -tivity ·and the s~dai-d of living of · the 
' people to the highest possible , level .in ;the 
· shortest possible time~ We have no apology 
'to .make for this as that has always been the 
raison d' etre of, any democratic Government. 
~at has as its objective the. greatest happine~s. 
of the greatest number of its people. . This 
is what we have generally called our welfare, 
policy; which has been.reflected in our .educ~
tion and health schemes and. our economic 

the Ife. Divisional Councibrand : 'the Ife' 
District Council, of which the Leader of the 
Opposition was . Chairixirul. · before those' 
councils were 'clis~olved) e~plo~ large ' nui;ri~; 
ber§ of staff on ynrious ·types (jf Job~. If our 
employment programme is not good enough~ 
the influx of pepple from. o~er Regions . to. 
Western Nigeria, partieularly the eolany area; , 
w~ould not have taken pl~ce. · The . fact that' 
these Nigerians .. from . other . Regions are, 
found i:ri large number-S in our industrial 
centres points to . one .inescapable fact, that, · 
£ar from the 'Government of Western Nigeria 
t;lot being able to -find employment . for the 
products of our schools, it . is the other' 

· Governments of the Federation which might ' 
not • have beeri doing enough in . solving this · 
same probkm in their.areas of authority. . 

programmes- the .:r;esults of which are well- I do not say this to disparage ,what has been. 
known to, and appreciated by, every honest done by the other Governments; I only 
citizen of this Regi~n_. ~ But beqmse ~e wanted to point out to the Leader of the 
Leader of the . OppositiOn can see nothmg Opp~ition that he ought to behold the mqte 
good in the words and deed~' of the Gove:n- in his eyes before ·he sets his eY.eS at other 
ment, he has contradicted h1mself by. sa~mg_ . · people's a11eged faults. Under. the 1961-62 
in one breadth that there have been no ~I~s. Estimates, . Government is spending about · 
of any improvement . in ~e standard of hymg £20 · million for capital projects, part of 
of_ the, people and, ,in another, that no ~ol!bt which sum will go into the hands of workers · · 
th:e purchasing power an_d standard of hvmg. engaged . on. these capital . :works as . th~ir · 
of what he called the middle class has -been, pay-packets. 
considerably "improved. Anybody can guess; 
thaf the Leader of the -. Opposition :was at , 
·pains to find 'any vulnerable point of attack 
in the policies adopted and so far successfully· 
executed by this: Government. ~ .We. cannot 
oyer-emphasise that ~t ; has n~ver been <;mr . 
policy, to . discriminate in ~he i~plement~.t10n 
of .. our welfare schemes either amongst 
groups of people or ,between individuals. , 
Our policy is to raise the living standards of all, , 
itrespective of class. . - · ';: 1 . • , 

' ' ·· It "'as very dishonest .. art d. tinfair, tq . say . , 
·' the ·least, of the Leade.r of the Opposition . 
to say that no visible plans an; being made by, 
Government for the beneficial , employment 

-of . our primary school leavers, in spite ·of 
all that 1.has 1 been: stated and done in the 
field of agriculture and industrialisation . for 
which an allocation of £7.3 million has , been 
made in the Estimates u.nder debate and the 
evidence of, which, . Members have seen for 
themselves. Farm InstitUtes and ·Farm 
Settlements are being established ·to ·absorb · 
these boys and new industries are being · 

("\ 

~ .In regard to his obseryation on our health. 
policy, far be it .from ine to wish to usurp · 
the function of the hon; the Minister of 
Health· arid Soci,al Welfare, but I would like::. 
to remind the Leader of the Opposition of 
the health and social welfare policy already ' 
adopted by this· Gove~ent under the 
Western Region Development Plan, 1960-65 .. 
I quote from paragraph 18.02·: 

"Government will concentrate, during 
the planning period, on the develop!nertt 

·· of the health and preventive services in 
order to reduce the incidence of disease 

· and thereby reduce the number of people · 
· requit:ing treatment in~ medical institu~ ·. 
· tions~\ · .• , 

To this end the sum of £2,200,000 has beeri · 
allocated. I am sure he himself would 
deduce from this statement that he was 
merely ·preaching to the · converted. · But 
l wish he had taken the trouble to read ·his · 
papers more fully and carefully; . 

set up to solve •part of our . unemployment _ . ; . 

problems . .,. AJ?art from all these efforts on · '· , With regard to our Income Tax system, 
the part of Government, Government Agen- I: would agree with the 'obserVation of the 
cies lik"e. the Marketing Board, .the Develop-: ;Leader of the Opposition. 'that the aniount ' 
ment ·Corporation, the Housing Corporation, · of total tax collected in ·1959;;,60 would 'not'; 
employ quite . a large number . of workers. : appear to justify the adininistrative·machiriei'y ] 
Even local government councils . (including : s~t up for the assessment and ·collection of' 

·-

.. 

' ... ri 1. 
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' personal income tax, but I would like to point 
out that' 1959-60 was more or less the first 
year of the operation and existence of the then 
Inland Revenue Division, now the Regional 
Tax Board and the machinery that was set 
up .v.ms adequate for the collection of millions 
of pounds were the public aware of its 
responsibilities, and duties to the State. 
(Goverrzment Benches: Mr Adisa!) Further
more it was because the Government was 
fully 'aware of the 1mmense possibility of an 

· ever.:.risin~ '.n_crease in the amount of personal 
tax collectable from an increasing number of persons gainfully employed in industries 
and ; agriculture that the Regional Tax Bqard 
has been set up as the administrative organisa
tion for its assessment and colleCtion.· I 
would assure this House that the Board will 
not shirk its responsibilities. (Cheers.) . 

it is the people's money which is being 
expended for their. benefit. It would appear, 
h,owever, that the Opposition coul9- not make 
up its mind as to how best to utilise -the 
Marketing Board Reserves, for whilst some 
said that they should not be given as loans to 
productive industrial or investment· projects 
but rather be expended on Government 
development programmes, their Leader him
self is against Government for so utilising the 
Marketing Board funds. The Government, 
however, know;s its mind and has adopted a· 
policy that will enable the ·Boa_rd, not only to 
contribute substantially t,o the development 
projects of the Government, but also to fulfil 
its obligation to subsidise producer price in 
time of temporary falls in world market price 
by inyesting its reserves on reasonable terms. 

· Lest the uninitiated be led to believe that 
th~re is any window dressi,ng which has b~en 
pulled down, I would like to deal with soine: 
of the points made by the hon. Leader <;>f the' 
Opposition in regard .: to ' details of the · 
Estimates. ; 

I would therefore put .it to the Leader of 
the Opposition ·that the success of any taX: 
system ~ in this_ .. Region d~pends on the co
operation of people like himself who have 
attempted so far to make politics out of a 
nec.essary evil. Until . that co-operation is 1. Classification of Revenue.-It will · be 
forthcoming, all . talks about increasing- remembered that one of the terms of reference 
revenue from ·,: direct taxation would be of the Fiscal Commission which reponed 
worthless. I therefore seize this opportunity in 1958 was to examine the system of alloca
to appeal again to the hon. Members· of · · tion of revenue in the light of "the desirability' 
Oppesition to show a greater awareness . of of securing . that the maximum possible· 
their responsibilities to the Stat~_ by keeQing proportion of the income of Regional. 
the question of direct taxation out of politics. Governments should be within the exclusive· 
I repeat, the sure road to the success of any · power of those Governments to levy and·: 
tax policy for that matter in this country, collect, taking into account considerations of' 
to ·my mind, is for us -all to eschew tax politics' nati9nal . and. in,ter-Regional policy."_·. 
as an abominable sin to the State to which Although the Con1mission experienced ' 
we all look for our greatest ·good; arid to· difficulty 'in reaching -a balance between ' 
encourage our supporters, by example and what they described as "these somewhat: 
precepts, to discharge fully and faithfully, conflicting considerations" they · finally · pro- · 
even ·if. grudgingly, their apparently operous duced a scheme for the allocation of revenue 
duties to the State. . . ' . · · .1' under which they classified revenue 

. . . . . . jurisdiction and allocation in three parts, as' 
In this connec!IO~, I wo':ld _lik~ _to remmd . will be seen from Appendix "F" to th({ 

the House that mdirect taxatwn IS the full report as follows: , . · .. . 
responsibility of the Federal .Government ··" · · ' ' .;• 
only, and it is Iio use coming to this House (a) Independent reve~ues from taxation 
suggesting measures which can be imple- and other sources; 
mented only by •that "Government. For _our · 
P.art, we shall consistently continue ~o offer 
to the Federal Goyernment, in spite of rebuffs 

- in the past, suggestions as to ways and means 
of ,increasing our · revenue derivable from· 
export and excise duties as well as from other 

0 • 

sources. 

With 'reference to the Mark~ting Board, I 
only have to confirm what has already been 
stated in . my speech that the Government 
looks up to the Board for assistance to finance 
part -of: its development projects; After ~11, · 

' 

(b) Derived ,revenues; and 

(c) Grants from . Distrib~table PooL 

The projections for 1960-61 . which :.. the 
Commission gave in the Appendix show 
clearly the proportion of Regional revenues'~ 
which the Commission itself considered · 
should be independent (i.e. ,.,;Regionalfrevenue: 
I quote from page 67 of the ;Fiscal Co1:lll{lis.:.1 
sion report. Mr Speaker Sir, I am sure that i · . 
some hon. ·Members· of the Opposition may·: 
not have seen the Fi§Ci!l Commi~~ion's report:i 
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Independent revenues-
i:. . , (~~ from taxation . ~. 

. -''' , -.: (n) from other SO'!.Jrces 
.. Derived 'Revenue ... 
Grants from Distributable Pool 

ToTAL ·· 

. ) . . ,., . ' . . . ' . . . .- . 

1 It will,be seen therefore in,.the summary: of 
revenue at page 17 of. the Estimates book that 
we have'· merely ,followed .the format which 
was · <definitely proposed by the Fiscal 
Commission. .If ~ . the .other Governments 
have chosen to ignore .that Appendix to the 
Fiscal Commission from .which · I have just 
quoted, that certainly, does not mean that we 
in this Region have . done something wrong. 

·- ~ The Leader 'of tlie' Opposition· spoke as if 
the :·moneys receiyed from the Federal 
Governnient by Regional Governme{lts are 

·-in the . nature of charitable . grants. I do 
not think that anyone who does not wish 
deliberately to ' be.•' perverse would fail to . see 
that if cocoa and ·palm produce, for example, 
were not .produced in this Region and 

.. exported,· ·the revenue . accruing from this 
cannot be made :available to the Regional 
Governments . by ... the .Federal ' Government. 

··It · should be noted . also that the greatest 
.proportion of the ,· t:etained revenue of the 
Federal Government • comes from general 
import duties ··which the Fiscal Commission 
classified·f as ·independent ; revenue . of the 
Federal· Government'~~ The point I want to 
make here 'is; that the, Federal Government 
could not - get · a 'tenth of this . revenue if 

.. imported;, goods · were · not• consumed by the 
people in the Region. (Alhaji Opaleye: 
Good point!)' . As I . ·said in ·my Budget 
·Speech,,.the problem which faces the whola 
of Nigeria is. that · of over-dependence · on 
imports and exports for . revenue. This, in 
my view,.,is .the matter to which we should all 
direct our •thoughts -::rather than for . the 
Opposition to accuse this Government falsely 
Of ~eceiving the public;with,the format of our . 
Estimates. i .. 

The ~ader of the, Opposition't~ied to show 
that the . internal revenue of the Western 
Region is ·the lo~est in the Federation. 

This is not true, because he. has tried to 
compare things which are somewhat in
comparable. . The composition of the internal 
revenues are not the same 'in all the . Regions. 
For instance, the internal revenue of the · 

• ·, . .l. 

-'!. 

1960-61 

North .West East 

7,684 . 7,926 .7.,342 . 
1,877 · . ~.194 ' l .89'2 ..s 
2,924 . 3,533 . 2,419 
3,467 2,081 ~ 2,688 .. 

15,952 15,734 13;341 

Eastern Region includes income tax, .Jhe 
whole of which (about £2,000,000) accrues 
directly to the Eastern Regiori Government. 
In the case of the N orihern Region, about 
£1-! million is received by the Government 
as shares from direct ·tax and J angali collected 

. by Native Authorities . . As is well known, 
the whole of the . income tax. collected by . 
Local Authorities in this . Region (and this 
amounts to .about. £6,000,000 in a year) 
accrues to the Local Authqrities. If . this 
amount ·. were included in the Regional 
Estimates of revenue, it will be seen that the 
internal revenue of-this Region, on the basis 
of the Leader of the Opposition's classifica-

. tion, would be very much higher than those of 
the other Regions. · 

The Leader of the Opposition suggested 
·· that the aniount shown under Head 326 of · 

the . Recurrent Expenditure Estimates has 
not been reflected . in the receipts under 
Capital Estimates; this . is also not tru~. 
.The.sum of roughly £1,500,000 is included 

. in the £3,000,000 shown as estimated 
receipts, 1961-62, againt · sub-head 1 ·of : 

~ Revenue . Head 700. As . wili be seen from 
the foot-note at page 43 .of the Estimates, the 
'amount shown as transfer to Capital Expend-, , 
iture and Development Fund under : sub
head 1 is the estimated minimum required 
for inescapable~ •. expenditure under Heads 
720· to 743. Henc'e the net estimated surplus 
for 1961-62 has been. clearly shown in the 
financial statement at page 12 of the Estimates 

. as £427,250. I should explain also as I 
. have . done ' on several ' occasions before in . 
this House that the actual amount tranSferred 
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund to the 
Development Fund ·(apart from the ines-· 
capable transfer to meet Other'Non-Recurrent 
Expenditure) is decided after the accounts 
for the preceding year have been closed. 
Such transfer is made ori the · basis that 

.. the working balance r.equired in the Consoli-· 
. dated Revenue ·Fund . at the beginning of 
each year need not exceed £1.5 million. 
Thus, if the accounts show that there is a 
balance at 31st March of £6.5 million in the 

,.... . ~ 
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Consolidated ·, Revenue Fund, a sum··· of 
£S,OOO,OOO would . be transferred to the 
Development Fund notwithstanding the 
estimate shown under sub-head 1 of Revenue 
Head . 700. The difference between the 
amount .. transferable and the estimated figure, 
if the latter .· is · less, would of course be 
refleGted in .a • · Suppletnentary Estimates 
under · the Head for Transfer Payments. 

. J now come to the Expendi~re Estimates. 
In my Budget ·Speech, I did not minimise 
the need for . economies and .avoidance of 
extravagance in Government expenditure in 
view of present revenue trends. It is in view 
of , ·various economy measures ' which 
Government intends to carry out during 
the · financial year th"at a total Recurrent 
·Expenditure of £19.9 million is shown in the 
Estiniates which the Leader of the Opposition 
insinuates is a deliberate attempt to show 
a surplus by under-estimating. This is not 
true; 

As regards the Estimates for Education 
Grants-in-aid, I regret the omission to give 
.some explanation in - my B~dget Speech. 
For a very long time, Government has been 
concerned at the rate of growth in this 
sector of Government expenditure and also 
.at the proportion of the total resources of 
'Government which it consumes. For this 
reason, Government recently appointed ·a 

. sole Commissioner . to look into the whole 
··question of expenditure .· on Education. I 
'may point out that as a result of ·intensive 
: in~pection of ·primary schools a saving of one 
and quarter· J?illion pounds was made. 

· (Cheers from Government benc}les). 

(Shouts of Cocoa fraud, cocoa fraud, from 
. Oppo.~ition Be_nches). · · 

An interim ·Report has . been submitted, 
· and it is on the basis of the suggestion in the : 
· Report tha.t •the ·provision . in the 1960-61 
· Es~im.ates has .· been repeated · for 1961-62. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, one · Member of the 
Opposition · referred to what he termed ·as 
"cocoa fraud". . I leave the person to the 
judgment of . the Minister of Health and 

. Social Welfare if he is really all right. 
(Laughter). Our policy on Education 
remains the ' same and I. ·do not think that 

. Government can properly be criticised for 
taking steps to ensure that wasteful expend
iture is avoided . by ensuring that grants are 
only· paid in cases where they are properly 
due. It is our intention to do ~verything 
possible to keep actual expenditure in 1961-62 
within the total figure shown in the Estimates, 
that is, £19.9 million, including Transfer 

Payments , shown under Head 326, arid · 
provided; as we hope, the estimated revenue 
of £20,368,420 is achieved, the actual surplus' 
will not be less than the estimated £400,000 
appr?ximately. 

The criticism lcvc.:lled agains.t the· Gover·l)
ment in regard . to · . the : £10,000,000 
Development Loan· recently . raised by the 
Federal Government' would appear to be the 
result of some misconception. · The loan was 
being raised, as was clearly stated, for the 
purposes of the .Governments of the Federa
tion, and I cannot see how the Government 
who themselves require ... the money' should 
~ave been expected to contribute to the loan. 
Surely, Sir, knowirig the hon. Leader of the 
Opposition as a businessman, I should have 
thought, Sir, that i£ he was going to · any 
financial institution to borrow, he himself will 
first of all put money in that Bank before he 
-can borrow money. (Opposition Members: 
Beiter than fraud and stealing). What will 
appear is that · he will ' reduce the amount he 

. wants 'to borrow either for his brief making or 
for property investment. (Laughter). ~ ' · · 

As regards the agencies or' this Government, · 
it is well· known that apart from the Marketil).g 
Board, they all . depend : on · the . Regional 
Government for funds, :and ·· the · limited 
resources at present · at their own disposal 
have been · stretched to the utmost limit in 

· order to carry out the functions for which 
they were established. >As regards . the 
Marketing Board, it is unfortunate that ·the 
launching of . the · loan almost . coincided 
with the continuous fall in' the price of cocoa 
in the · world market. It >was therefore . 
natUral for it to be hesitant about the partici~. 
pation in the .loan, considering · its · 
conunitments to · this :Government in · 
connection with the 1960-65 Development 
Plan. v • ~1~· • 

. (Don't run away, wait and .hear): (Sham"e. 
sha~e). . _'' ;. · . '·· · 

Mr Speaker: Order. There ·should· 
freedom of movement. (Laughter). · . -~ J'~·' , 

; , •••1 · 1 rj .~~· 

Chief Od~biyi: · Mr ' Speaker, Sir, 'it'; is 
a great pity that whereas I listened attentivelyt£' 
to all that the hon. the Leader of the Opposi
tion h:ad to say three days ago, he has now 
absconded from listening to the ·, reply 
which is so much desired. · 

. In his characteristically destructive and 
. vindictive style, the Leader of the Opposidon 
made unwarranted attacks on the National . 
Bank which is now the pt;ople'~ Bank, :· I 

. think, Sir, that at this juncture it is necessary. 



,, 
··t! 

.. 

.-~----· 

ling , 4SO 

i 3'26, arid · 
a ted, revenue 
ctual surplus 
ed £40Q,OOO 

the Govern
£10,000,000 

,ised by the 
:!ar to be the 
rhe loan was 
tt~:d, for the 
·the Federa
Government 
on~y should 
! to the loan. 
:eader of the 
should have 
9ing to any 
; himself will 
:ik before he 
•n Members.: 

: What will 
! amount he J 

efmaking or 
·hter). •· 
~ ... . tt . 
.:o:pvernment, 
te Marketing 
1e Regional 
the limited • 
wn disposal 
LOSt limit in 
s for which 
·egards . the 
ate that the 

coincided 
:-ice of ·cocoa 
tS therefore 
: th~ partici
idering its 
rnment in 
)evelopment 

') -: (Shame, 

should be 
!7) .. 

r, Sir, it is 
:i .~ttentively 
the Opposi- · 
he has now 
the reply 

:uctive and 
, Opposition 
1e National · 
s Bank. I 

;; 

'~\1 

481} 1961-62 Appropriation 

,. - 1"". 
' -.., 

--- --

.10'rH APRIL;· 1961 , Bill.:_SecondReacling ' 

I 

•1 

When it was decided that the Go~emmed? ]/' . 
for me to state on the floot 0{ this House ~hould help the National Bank, prior to ther 
what are the hall-marks of a viable financial · 1ssue of preference shares by the . Western 

·Nigeria Marketing Board, ·the hon. the ,. 

(CHIEF 0DEBIYI] ·'' I 

institution: 

(1) Liquidity.-How far, is this institution 
discharging its duties to its · depositors? 
As far as I kriow, no depositor-bas gone to the 

.Bank without having his cheque honoured, 
provided the .individual depositor is credit-
worthy. ' 

· (2) Is this financial institution licensed or 
not? ·The National Bank is the first indige
nous Bank to be licensed in this ·country 
and has remained so ever since. It seems 
to me that the Leader of the Opposition 
must have been making use of documents 
or facts which are not in . the possession of 
Government; and, as far as I know, banking 
affairs are conducted with the greatest 
secrecy and it is orily when a public; inquiry 
has been conducted that its affairs are ever 
made public. I have yet to be told that the 

· National Bank of Nigeria has been sub~ed 
to a public inquiry and . that its report is 

·to be published. If and when that report 
•is published, · and there are allegations 
that raise doubts in the mind of Government, 

<then a new situation would have arisen and 
Government would then · know what next 
step to take • . , __ : " :.r .. 

•I ' • • -.J ''I, • ~... > .. ~ ' ' , 

How can· the Opposition expect Govern
ment to peep into what happens in the 
National Bank when we only invest something 
in it? Our. position is what I will call a 
Reader's passage. Since the preference 
shares became equity shares we have now 
been in a position to determine policy in the . 
place and to make the banking operations . 
run alon_g very recent lines. 

In no country in · the world has there 
been the type of attack that was l~unched 
on the floor of a Legislative Assembly on a 
Limited Liability Company over which a 
Government\.had no ,. control, . as has been 
done in thi&"> case by the· Leader of the 
Opposition. There have been occasions in 
this country when all nationalist forces were 
joined in battle against economic exploitation, 
political degradation and social ostracism, 
and at no time was a lurid, vicious and 
unpatriotic attack made against any expatriate 
institution in this country. History and 
posterity will record that there once lived in 
the heart of Yoruba-land a young man who 
claimed ' to be a · ful.l-bloodc:d Nigerian, 
and a Yoruba man at that, but who made a 

~ very scurrilous attack on one of the very few 
institutions for which this Region, or Nigeria 
for that matter, can alway~ be proud. 

. Leader of the Opposition was a member of;· 
this Party. It may be true, and it may also not 
be true, that in the conduct of his business 
activities the hon. ' Leader of the Opposition . 
might be · disappointed particularly on 
'issue of credit facilities. It may be true, S!r, 
and it may not be true. 

Mr Adisa: Point of Order, Sir. No 
member shall impute improper motives 
against any other ~ember. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
. thought the bon. Member of the Opposition • 
who spoke understood the English language. 
I said that it may be true and that it may not 
be true. In any event, you will have to go to 
school to study Gran1mar by G. G. Kuye. 

I am not saying that all indigenous banking 
institutions in Nigeria are as well run as 
expatriate banking institutions. Surely, 
every encouragement must be given to· them 
so that the standard which has been attained 
by expatriate banking institutions can'' be· 
attained by them. · 

(3) Usefulness to 'the Community.-The 
National Bank of Nigeria has given assistance 
to the small businessmen and it was as a result 
of this policy that expatriate banks softened 
their attitUde to Nigerian businessmen in 
the question of credit facilities. . Government 
appreciates the role of both indigenous and 
expatriate banking institutions; that is why it 
assigns its banking business to a few of them .. 

Finally, Mr Speaker, what has been the . 
role of the Opposition since 1952 in this 
House? Having lost elections continuously 
from 1952, the Opposition has becorri'e a 
wounded tiger and can therefore not dis
criminate as between ·its objects of prey. 
The account which the Opposition has given 
of itself in the Western House of Assembly 
is a tale of woes and, with your permission, 
Sir, I want to enumerate them. 

On the issu~ of the minimum wage, the 
Opposition has been most dishonest. They 
came out with a Motion for 7s 6d minimum 
wage and even at the.Federallevel, where they 
are supposed to be junior partners in the 
coalition, they have not seen it fit to press for 
a minimum wage of 7s 6d for workers. On 
the question of the creation of States, what 
·has been the attitude of the Opposition in 
this Region? Knowing as t.hey do that the 
Western Region is the -smallest of the three 
component units in the · Federation, and 
having lost all hopes of ever becoming the. 
Government of this Region in the foreseeable 

\ 
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[CHIEF ODEBIYI] : -, , . ?-t:velopmet?-t, the OpQosition;.hail it as being·: 
future they have developed a new philosophy · m th~ be~t mterest of ~e':elop~~ th~ .eco~W~Y.: 

'· · · · b · · h . of N I gena. When a sliDllar thing IS done m . of• national hqmdatwn y suggestmg t at W N. . ·.G · t arty IS. ca' su·· · · · · f h M'd s · estern Igena, ovemmen p . - . apart from the creatiOn o t e I west tate d fil h 'l£ · d f d · · 
the boundary· between Lagos and Western ' gate as c ~~' PI erers an ra.u s.. ' ·' 
Region · should be· extended to 'include the · Mr Spe~er,' Si~, tho'~~ :c,{ 'us'' ~ho. ~ are 
who!e of t?e C:olony Di~is~on. !he N o~h~rn · privileged · to · serve ou~ · · generatfon . t2day 
Region with I.ts monol~thic e~tity, .consistmg are enacting a history which only very few of. 
of people, vanedand diverse m their customs · us will be alive to read. · When, therefore, 
and traditions, .is left entirely ~ntouched, in generations yet'' unborn and ' posterio/:<read ~ 
spite of the desire of, an~ consistent deman.d the pages · of the history being enacted, 
of, ~he people of the . Mi4dle ~~1~ for their particularly by .. the, . Opposition,".· in this 
o~I¢ .State. E~stern . R~gwn, which IS ,:*e generation,• they will. ·apportion ·•to ·.'e'-yery ; 
second largest m the country, has be,en left actor that which is his desert: Whether ·the \, 
untouched;. ~ven. though the p~opl: .. of the policy of · this Goverriment .is ·right or w;· · 
Calabar/OgoJa Rivers.areas ·are pressmg for a is not a matter which can be .disp¥Sional'lly.t/r-
separate State of their own . . ,.;, ;~ . ~· ·, examined in the hurly-burly of·party political 

On the question of· Cust~mary Courts, . partisanship. -. Was .it not H3;Zli~ 
the Opposition ca.n' find i nothirfi'-good i~_it. .. · "Greatness is · gr~t Powe~ · ·· · •-: . 
What smce~e patnots · should h~ve done IS to . .r Producing power in itself, \ . · :.. t ·~ · . 
~orne out·with concrete suggestion~ as 'to how j.' · No~ man .. is truly ; great· in his •life· pme~"'' 
Improvements could ~e ·m:;1de to· the sys~em •, Save on the pages of History". . : · 
of ·customary courts m the Western Regwn: . · · :t 1 . . .J , , ~1. · . , ,, .: , :-;.~>· .: :,"-: ~ ... 
Because of a few lapses on the part of indivi- Whether it'd s ... we or ~he .Opposition,wh<i<: 
duals connected with the administration pf . builders .:.-~· .OJ; ·; ,J wre~k,ers,~ ;· ... -: .. :(Ovvosi, 
customary COUrtS~ the Opposition wants to Benches: , We are .. builders) whether. . . 
reck ·vengeance on , the Government on an · or the Opposition· who ~e sincere or insin~erei 
institution which we hold very dear. What is a rtlatter entirely in the hands'of PJ · · ' 

; has the Leader of the Opposition, as a Queen's who in .. the ·,final .: analysis .. is ;;-· the 
Counsel, got to say about the administFation arbiter in human, :dispute~.lr · 
of N'1:~tiv~ Courts in ~~ North~rn Region? . Mr Speaker, ·sir, ~hat are• we ·~here.~1(f9r 
l)..s . far . ~ the OppositiOn . are : concerned; · to build or to wreck, . to SC?t one family agmQ,St 
ev~~hing that h~ bee~ done m N~rth~rn the other,' to kill indigenous in:. 
NI¥epa has been m the mterest of Nigen~ save them; to vent our personafveng~~~~ 
uruty! . . .; :.• . ' ' '" • ' ·,. f'· against individuals arid attack' them 
· When~ people . rioted in Benue Province floor of this 'House in the name <?f natioucu~u.u 

against : their -oppressors, what ~ole had the I think, Sir, that we ~e here _to 
Opposition . played?- When, OU/ the '; Other nation, to h~al the nation's 
haJl,d, . the late Leader 9f the Opposition died promote the ~ttity ·of the home;~-
in ~. ffiOtQr • a<;;cident On a , Straight road, the . Up children in the true P,ath, ~d, lP<IV~:;.i:f-fli 
Action Group was condemned .and castigated world better than wet folind it: ' ·· 
for an act of God. . · to make our contributions ,to the . . . 
. · Mr Adisa:· Was it? 

· · j,.'): 

) .. 
' . . 

Chi~f Odebiyi: :When people are 'denied · 
fundamental human : rights in other parts of 
the country, the ·Opposition Members are 
blind .to .. it. . But if; there is a single act of 
over-zealousness . on the · part ·of ·an Action 

' Group. supporter in any ·rez:n.ote village··:of the • 
' Region;"·~' it is ·considered . as a · calculated 

attempt by the Government party to ·win 
support. 

When the question of . the participation of 
women . in local government was raised 
about a week ago, what was the attitude of the 
Opposition? Their attitude· was not less, 
and not more than, that women are not goo,d . 
to be councillors. Whep. M arketing Board 
funds in the · East or the North aro used for 

objectives, .\v:e .would have belled tl}e pn""n'" 
f . . ''·· . o our creation: . . , . · ·'• _ ·•. ,, ,~, · 

God ' grant . that · truth; will;· co~tinu 
prevail ho~ever beleaguered we 
individuals may make it. ~~· ~· •¢·'-f . 

' • • . . ~~ " . .' .... ., • ' . ·t ~ 

· Fin~uy; · Mr;-·speak; r, !~want, · to' 
~att~r: ·.of . grea,t pyblic j:; i 

·many occasions< the .. h~n.· 
stretched the rig1it hand pf 
hon. the Leader of Oppo~~tion ·!;>y f- "~.,."'"!o!: 
him not to hesitate to come to him 
he requires any informati2n ?-l;?out 
ment activities. The latest 
Opposition are concerned '·. wiUl' '"''~~o~ 
method of getting information frolll 
other than official Government 
am saying this with a sense of resppnsibilit]ll 
Sometime. within the lust. week or· 
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[CHIEF 0DEBIYI] HEAD 320- GOVERNOR -

hon. ·Member for Ikeja South, Mr Akinyemi, 
went to an officer in the Treasury to find otit · 
certain facts cortnected with certain Govern
ment expenditure. ~This officer gave the · 
information. The particular officer will be 
the subject of an inquiry which will be 
carried out to ascertain the manner in which 

Question proposed, that _the sum of £22,1'10 . 
for Head 320-Governor-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 

. HEAD 321-PR~MIER'S OFFICE . 

Question proposed, that the sum of £374,830 ' 
for Head 321- Premier's Office-stand part of . the infoimation was conveyed . . 

~ . . . . 

I th~nk, Mr Speaker, Sir, that this method 
of obtaining facts by fraudulent means 
through unauthorised sources is not 
only dishonest, but also vicious, mischievous; 
illegal and completely ·out of tune with 
established practice. It shows the me~hod 
by which some p_eople get on in the world. 

I therefore challenge the Opposition .. to 
state categorically that they have not been 
going round the Government offices to obtain 
information for' 'the purpose of bringing the 
Government into public obloquy. May I 
warn tha~ those ,who live by the sword will 
die by the sword. . (Inteni,Ptions). -

· Mr Speaker, Sir, those are my observations 
on the vituperations, · effusions and empty 
verbiage of the Leader of the Oppositio17-. 

Question put and agreed to._ 

Bill accordingly read a ·· Second time and . 
ordered for Committee of Supply immediately. 

THE 1961-62 APPROPRIATION BILL 

Committee of Supply 

(First Alloted Day) 

Mr Fani-Kayode: It is most unkind and 
most unco-operative of the Minister. The 
Minister on the one hand talks to this House 
about · the right hand of · co-operation about 
having a system. of work .in this Parliament 
and yet, · Sir, we were informed on our 
programme that the Committee of Supply 
will commence . on the 13th of April, 
Thursday, and when I had a personal discus
sion with hon. the Minister, he told me that 
Ministers would reply today to the Budget 
Speech; But if they insist on it, I won't. be 
surprised because that is the kind of treatment 
we on this side of the House expect from the 
Government. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, the 
trouble with the hon·. the Leader of the 
Opposition is that he gets excited quite too 
often:. Well, the NCNC has been completely 
liquidated in Northern Nigeria. ·(Shouts of 
"shame, shame", from Government Benches). 

J• • • • 
) ~ j • 

the Schedule. · · 

·Question put and agf.eed to. 

HEAD 343- ELECTORAL COMMISSION 

Question proposed, that the sum of £48,340 
for Head 343-Electoral Commission- stand· · 
part of the Schedule. · 

;. 

Mr Okwesa: Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg 
to move that Head 343 be reduc~d by £5. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, · I . move this amendment· 
from what I have personally observed in the . 
elections, both . local _and regional. I have . 
discovered to mY. surprise that the Gover~-. 
ment Party is always interested in winning 
elections by fraud. I am going to say what 
happened during the 1956 _elections artd
during the 1960 elections. It is characteristic; 
of the Government Party to use forged ballot 
papers. Many Action Group members got 
false ballot papers to hide in their pockets, and. 
when they went to the polls, Mt Speaker, Sir, 
they were given one bailot paper to show to the 
public, but in their pockets were hidden about. 
a hundred ballot papers; with the result that 
when they go to the polls, they bring out these 
ballot papers . and cast into ·the ballot boxes. 
In this way, Mr Speaker, Sir, the Action. 
Group won the elections of 1956. That was 
also true in August 1960. Apart from that, 
there is another tendency of buying Presiding 
Officers. · They bribe the Pr~siding Officers, 
give them money and beg them to stamp . 
ballot papers after voters have gone away and 
their ballot papers are cast · into the boxes:· 
Sometime$ . the Presiding Officers · . deceive 
the public. · 

Now, I · am saying that the Regional 
Electoral Commission ' is not worthy of its 
name, and for that reason, I ani moving the 
amendment. 

Mr Adisa: · It is very necessary that 
elections may be fairly contested. I, myself, 
can support what has been said by the Mover. 
I have a personal experience which cannot be 
doubted at all. And if the Government · 
doubts it, they can can for all the facts from 
the Electoral Commissioner. During the 
last elections, one of the Presiding Officers 

· .Clauses 1 to 3 agreed to. 
1 •. • • • • • •• • • -~ 

·· distributed ballot papers. 

_. 
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. [MR ADISA] 
L,l.i:n ·not trying to mak~ politics out of this 

because I will not say that every member of . 
the Action Group was responsible or involved, 
but what we are trying to say is , that the 
Electoral Commission Office ·should treat 
this· matter with the seriousness that it 
deserves. 

Luckily for me one of my old ·. agents 
went ·to the station and caught this Presiding 
Officer handing over the ballot papers to 
certain of the Polling Agents of my opponent, 

·and these people were taken down by hon. 
· Akinjide to the Electoral Commissioner's 

Office himself. This matter was· left and 
it ·is regretted that the person . who should . 
have been at Agodi enjoyed perhaps a good · 
time and is still left free. The main point 
which we want this House to" consider is 
that whenever this kind of thing happens, 
the pe_ople who are responsible for it should 
never ~gairi be employed as Presiding Officers 
or as Counting Agents. That is the point 

• we . are making. And then the Electoral 
Commission should appreciate that the only 
allegiance, the only duty, it owes to the 
Government of the day is to ensure fairness . 

. and impartiality in its conduct of the elections. · . 
If it thinks otherwise and arrogates to itself 
the dt:ty of pleasing the Government of the 
day, then, certainly, it will fall into unpopula
rity and there is no doubt that we shall be 
compelled to come here and state specifically 
the names of the people who are i~volved. 

For this reason we feel that the vote for 
~ 'that office should be reduced by £5 because 

in the past it has not been doing well its job 
and we do not doubt its ability to do well its 
job. It is true that when we begin to 
criticise the Electoral Commission · Office 
voices ·will be raised from the other side 
denying these unjust practices and · the 
wickedness and ·t:he malice of this Office, . 
but we pf the Opposition feel that if the 
Action Group, if they will fall, or they will go 
into liquidation, they. sh9_uld do it in a 

' way that is fair and 'that could make them 
cross so easily to our . side, not in the way 
that we would feel that, no matter whether 
you' make your application to us or not, 
we will not allow you to be members on 
this side (Government · Benches: To the 
N.P.C?) . . 

· . Lastly; Sir, I know that it is a matte),",- · 
which many of us have~_;>uggested, that this . 
Electoral Commission should not be under 
the Regional Government at all; it should be 
an apparatus of the Federal Government, an 
extension of the Federal Government. 
(Shouts of "Ah!" from ·Government Benches.) 

The reason is that in the matter of': locai 
elections; we certainly know that t4e Federal · 
Government . has no say in one· way , or the . 
other, but iri matters of Regional elections the 
Federal Government has got a · say, and 
now that the Action Group .. is it;J. the · Opposi- · 
tion in the Federal Parliament .. ;·... · . 

Mr Chairman: May I remind the hon . . 
Gentleman that ·we shall . not dispute ·the 
Constitution. " 

Mr Adisa: I t. is so, Sir., I will not 
myself dispute the Constitution and I . have_ 
been surprised that Members opposite have 
been too anxious to dispute what misfortunes · 
lay on them as a result ·of the Constitution,. 

, ' ' • ) 4 .. •• • 

So with this Mr Chairman, Sir, I b~g to . 
support the amendment . . j .. ,,,, • -.t, •. 

. Amendment propos~d. · J..,.i ~ ..... •• 
' . r 

Mr F. H. Utomi: ''Mr Chai~an,· Sir, if 
there is any ' section · of this Government ' 
which ·exposes it to ridicule and public 
scorn, it is the Electoral Commission Office:. 

Throughout elections, local, regional and , 
federal, the Western Region Government has 
succeeded in corrupting and prostituting the 
Western Region. In the first place, they use 
local councils clerks, who already are in 
their boots. They use them to secure votes 
and secure ...... (Government Benches: sekui ... ) 
and these local councils clerks ..... . 

Mr Chairman: Freedom of pronun
ciation. (Laughter from both sides of the 
House). -. 

Mr Utomi: I have several times. caught "'·· 
the local Action Group party men ·who 
go . round .the district to bias the minds ~ 
of the electorates. .. · 

Well, ' in the last elections most 
were denied ballot boxes in time. I remember 
that ~n my own constituency it ;was announced 
on the air that acid was put ir't my own 
I reported immediately, and luckily 
an NBC correspondent was on' the 
it was announced on the air .withlh 
minutes. I refused the ballot' ' box 
new one was brought to Og\vruihi
then my people started. to vote:'·' 
words, it has always been the ·· 
Government to use their inf~ ....... uw,..:., 

round local council officers 
opponent~ of the party. , : 

.. .: 
For this reason, I am : 

particular ·Head should be reuuceu ·.oy 

·~ 

'I 
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. be keenly interestyd. in this particular Head 
bec~use without the Electoral Commissioner, 

; it would be impossible . for us . to organise 
elections. It was through the good offices of 

·· the Electoral Commission that arrangements 
have been made fo~ all hem. Members to be 
here. I c~, therefore; understand why you 
are all int~rested. But may I say that all 
elections through which we have been here 
have · been conducted in. secret-in secret 
ballot. But the hon. Okwesa, who happens .. 
to know all secret and confidential matters, 
including private. bribes and secret boxes, 
and who knew that certain voters had "ballot 
papers . in . their pockets, does ·not appear to 
know that under the electoral ·regulations, 
both of this Region and of other Regions, · 
any Member who . svspects that any voter is _ 
keeping ballot papers in his pocket, is at~ 
liberty to report to the Police and that under 
the regulations the person or any voter may 

. be searched. If the . hon. Member does not 
know his position, I think it will help him to 
study ; • the regulations · · very well. (JVr 
Okwesa: Yes, I know it.) If you knew 
th·a.t and you were sure that some voters 
were ·· keeping ballot papers in their 
pockets and did not say it, you may be 
accused of being an accessory before the fact. 
we . all are interested in fair and tleah 
elections. ' In future, if any Membe:r or any 
candidate for elections suspects foul .play 
on the part of the Government, he has every 
remedy under _the law. The electoral regula
tions are there"; the law of the land is there; 
the Constitution is there; all are .made with 
a · view to . ensuring fairness of elections. 
But, unfortunately, there are some of my 
Friends · opposite who never read these 
electoral regulations. I think it will do us . a 
lot of . good if we all seize the advantage 
which. the law extends to us. 

I rriay go a little further than that. He 
alleged that some people kept ballot papers i):l 
their pockets . . It might· be possible to keep 
ballot papers -in their pockets; it might be 
possible that the hon. · Member knew that 
candidates established secret agents in. the 

·houses of. the voters . .. But ..I want to -know 
by what means l:J.e .. happened to know what . 
they ·did · when they came into the booth, 
where the voter is; alone and pobody knows 
what he did in the booth. (Opposition Benches: 
That is presumed.) ' 
' ' ' ~ ., 

Mt:, Okwesa: I w~s told by an ·Action 
Group agent. . f ~-- · \ 

. ·Chief Akirltold~~: ' May I say, Sir, as the 
next < point on that, that . apart from the 
electoral regulations · which are intended to 

prevent this fraud, after the · voting, ·the 1 

number of people who ·cast th'eir votes is 
always known and all parties to the election . 
can. ascertain the fads through their agents.· 
If the number of ballot papers exceeds, the 
number of those who actually registered' 
their votes, certainly all candidates. have their 
remedies. ·And what did ... the hon,. Membei/ · 
do? ·. All. these might form grounds for an 
election petition. · ' . 

. ' . 
We have heard a lot about these accusations 

of fraud. . But may I mention to you that the 
Electoral Commission is an independent 
body. Only for the purpose of making 
financ_ial provisions f<?.F the Commission, 
is it ~hown in.'our Estimates; but under the 
Constitution nobody can dictate ·to .. the · 
Electoral Commissioner. In fact, the 
Chairman of the Electoral Commission is in 
charge, not only in this Region, but in all the 
Regions , throughout the country. · It is .the. 
same group of people . who are responsible' 
for elections in this Region who are . also 
responsible for elections in other Regions. 

· It does not mean that tl).ey are· different in 
this Region or that they perform their 
duties in a different manner in this Region. 
Certainly not. And I would appeal to . the 
hon. Member not to accuse the Government 
for an offence which not only it does not 
commit, but which it is incapable of commit:. . 
ting... If you have any quarrel with the 
Electoral Commission you ought to know the 
appropriate authority to whom this particular 
complaint ought to be directed. I under
stand that part of .the bad ground for this 
accusation, according to the · hon. Okwesa, 
is that the NCNC in this . Region lost the 
elections in 1952 and they accused us of 
winning only by fraud. · In 1956 they lost 
also, and they accused · us of fraud. In 
1960 we were also accused of fraud. If it 
is so easy to defraud you ali- in 1952 you 
were defrauded, in· 1956 you were defrauded, · 
in 1960 you · were defrauded- are · you 
intelligent enough to be entrusted with the 
welfare of the Region? (Government Benches: 
No.) I don't think it is a happy corrimentary 
on the intelligence of the Members of the 
Opposition if it is s<;> easy to defraud all of 
them indefinitely. If you keep ,your moriey 
with a clerk who always defrauds you and the 
money is always lost, then you should come 
to the conclusion that this man is not fit as a 
storekeeper and that you will never . ~ntrust 
your store with him. That is perhaps why the 
electorates o.f this Region w~Il never t"rust yo\1." 

Amendment put arid negatived. 

Question, that the sum of £6,340 for Head 
343- Electoral Commission- stand pari of the 
Scheduie, put and agreed to. ' . 

;. 

, ; 

.· 
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HEAD 347- PUBLIC SERVICE 
CoMMISSION· 

Question proposed, that the sum of £32,100 
for Head 347- Public Service ·Commission-
stand part of the Schedule. · 

Chief _Qdebiy:i: I ~eg to move an 
amendment that Sub-head 1, Item 2, be 
increased by one, and provision by £2,700, 
bringing the number of persons to 4 instead 
of 3. · 

May I say Sir, that this is not the subject of 
comment because the fund is statutory and_ 

· the provision is a direct · charge on the · 
General Reserve Fund. I only mentionedit 
for the purpose of amendment in the 
Estimates. · 

Alhaji Opal eye: I beg to second. · 
Amendment put and agreed to. '-. · 
Question that the amended sum of £34,800 for 

. · Head 347- Public Service Commission-. stand 
part of the ScHedule, put and agreed to. 
._:Mr A. Atohengbe: By the programme 

distributed, Mr Chairman, Sir, it was 
stipulated that C~ffimittee of Supply will 
start from next tomorrow .. . ...... (Jeers from 
Government Benches). Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I like to say that it is surprising that the 
Government has undertaken of its own alone 
t·o alter .\ the programme · · without notice, 
so that if my name ~as appeared, it was . 
;without any notice to m~. · · · 

HEAD 721- PREMIER'S OFFICE 
(OTHER NON-RECURRENT EXPENDITURE) 

..,.Q~~stion proposed that the sum of £16,600 
for Head 721- Premier's . Office- stand part 
of the Schedule. ,. · 

Question put and agreed to. · • ' 
HEAD 743....,--PUBLIC SERVICE CqMMISSION 1 -

(OtHER NON-RECURRENT EXPENDITURE) .· 
Question proposed, that the sum of £660 for 

Head 743- Public Service Commission- stand 
part of the Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 
HEAD 322-TREASURY 

· Question proposed, that the sum of £320,300 · 
for Head 322---'The Treasury~stand part of 
the Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 
HEAD 323- MISCELLANEOUS 

Question proposed that the sum of £515,130 
for Head 323-Miscellaneous- stand part of 
the· Schedule. 
· Question put and agreed to. ' 

HEAD 324-PENSIONS AND GRATUITIES 
Question proposed, that the sum of £47,200 

for Head 324- Pensions and Gratuities
stand part of the Schedule: 

.. 

Question put and agreed toj . ' ... ,' 
' HEAD 326- TRANSFER PAYMmrrS·.;. ;, ' . 

Question proposed, that the sum of £1 ,530,0:p 
for Head 326-Transfer' Payrnents- ·s{and 
part of the Schedule. ·· · ... i · ... . ;: ;>: ·.: 

• i· ;... . , , ; 

Question put and agreed to. · 
·. \ 

HEAD 34 t - AUDIT 
' 

Question proposed, that the sum of £90,280 
for Head 341- Audit- stand part of · the 
Schedule. · · 

Question put and agreed to. 
HEAD 345- LEGISLATURE 

Question proposed, that the sum of £260,140 
for Head 345- Legislature-stand 'pm·t of the 
Schedule. · ., .· · · 

Question put and agreed to. 
HEAD 705- LOANS . 

Question proposed, that the sum of 
£4,432,000 for Head 705- Loans- stand. part 
of the $phedule. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman . Sir~ 
I beg ~o move that the provision under 
Head. 705- Loans-be . increased · by 
£1,200,000. · The provision under sub-head 
4-J:Iousing Corporation--should .. be, 
increased by £1,000,000 and the one wider ' · 
Sub-head 6, entitled "Town and Coun~ry 
Planning", should be increased by £200,000. 
The provision made is a revote from last year. · 
Already the Minister of Lands and Housing 
has in mind to give ·loans to Town Planning 
Authorities to carry . out their work. ~The 
increase in respect of the Housing Corporation 
is made in order to enable ~the Corporation. 
to carry out their work of land acquisition for 
development. · 

Amendment put and agreed to_. . . 
Questiorr that the amended sum of £5,.632,000 

for Head 705- Loans- stand part of ·the 
Schedule, put and agreed to. r ~ : · 

HEAD 722-T~REASURY .. 

Question that the sum of £600 'for Head 
722-Treasury- stand part of the Schedule, . 
put and agreed'to. · · ; .. · ., 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.) 
Committee· report Progress-to · sit ·agaiu 

tomorrow. ·.· ~ · 
ADJOURNMENT .... · ' ' · 

• '• " • • - • I ' ' l t!' 
M otzon made and question proposed, that 

the House do now adjourn.- ('Clzief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi). · 

Question put and agreed tQ: 

Adjourned accordingly at 10.25 p.m. till 
10.00 a.m. tomorrow, Tuesday, 11th April, 
1961. . . 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMB!.Y 

TUE~DAY; . 11T~ AP~IL,' 1961 
(The House met at IO.JS a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

·.,, (Mr Sp~ak~ in the Chair) 

. ORAI.. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

WORKS AND TRANSPORT 

. Oye-Otun. Road 

10/4 . . Mr D. · A. Atolagbe asked the 
- 1\tiinister of Works· and Transport when the 

Oye:..ott.ID road, via ' Ikun in Ekiti Division 
which is now half-way . tarred would be com-
pleted. · · · .,. . . . '· 

. The Mhuste'r of Works and Transport 
(Chief S. 0. Sogbein): . · ) t is hoped , to 
commence. · bituminous surfacing of the 
remainder of Oye-Ikun-Otun road as soon 

t . as . p'ossible. · 
t ": 

Tarring;· of roads in lbad~:m 
10/24. .MrS. A. Sanni asked the Minister 

·of Works and Transport what steps Govern
ment was taking to improve the tarring of all 
roads in lbadan so as to make this town 
Worthy of a Regional. Capital. · -

~ ~' .,. 

· Chief Sogbein: lbadan township roads 
· are the responsibility of the lbadan District 

Council and .. not that of Government (Hear, 
hear)~ , · ·. ·.. ., : f -

' Mr A. Atohengbe: -I would like to 
ask the' •Minister 'of Works and Transport 
whether his Government is satisfied with the 
unpianned , conditions of ali the roads in · 
Ibadan township and what improvements he 
would recommend to his Government to 
rriake · these roads ;·worthy of the Regional 
Capital? , 

\•t 

·. Chief Sogbein :· · The answer is the same 
as the one I gave to the original question. It 
is the responsibility of the lbadan District 
Council. · #-

I 

Mr A. s.· . Soniotan: Since the lbadan 
District ~ Council • is imder the Regional 
Government, why · is it difficult for the 
Minister of Works and Transport to tell us. 
something about the lbadan roads? . . ) . . ' 

Mr ·speaker: ·.-.. The· maintenance -of the 
roads.. is the responsibility . of the lbadan 
District Council. .. The second qlJestion does , 
not arise. It arises for the lbadan District 
CounCil (Laughter.). ~ 

Tarring of llie-Oba Road · t · · 

10/32. Mr Y. Adekunle asked the 
Minister of Works and Transport whether the 
Regional Government would in the interest 
of the publip concerned include in the current 
Development Programme the · tarring of 
Ilie-Oba road. • 

i 

Chief Sogbein: The t~rring- of the· 
Ilie-Oba road would be taken into considera
tion when the next road development 
programme is drawn up. ·. (Laughter) . 

EDUCATION 

Number of Secondary Modern Schools 
in lbadan and District · 

10/42. · . Mr L. A. Ajimobi ask~d the 
Minister of Educationthe number of Second

.ary Modem Schools there art at (a) lbadan, 
(b) lbadan District; also whether the Minister 
considered that the present · number of 
Secondary Modem Schools is adequate 

·· for absorbing all~- ~ qualified primary school 
leavers. 

The· Parliar~entary~ secretary · to the 
Mini~ter of Education (Mr R. A. Olusa)_: 

· The distribution of seconqary modern schools 
in lbadan and its .district is as follows: 

Existing on 31st Decem
ber, 1960 

Permitted to open in.l :961 

lbadan 
Town 

25 
1 

26 

lbadan . 
District 

4 
4 
8 

Govemment;s policy is to provide s~c
ondary modern school education for 50 per 
cent of successful primary schoolleavers from · 
time to time. It is not clear whether the 
second part of the hon. Member's question 
refers to the number of secondary mo<;Iem 
schools in lbadan and its environs or to the 
number of such schools in the Region as a 
whole. It is assumed however, that the hon. 
Member had the former figure in mind. 
On that assumption I -am of the opinion 
that the existing facilities are adequate . for . 
primary school leavers in lbadan and its 
district . . 

In any event, ·:the .future of the secondary 
modem school system throughout · the Region 
is under ·consideration by the Government 
(Hear; hear) .fn the light of the recoirunenda
tions in the Banjo Commission's Report: .·-', • 

I .· 
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WORKS AND TRANSPORT Mr Olusa: . In 1956-58 . Grants-in-aid 

Tarring of Roads 

10/95. Mr I. A. Olukoju asked the 
Min.ister of Wo:-ks and Transport when 
Goverpment would undertake the tarring of 
the following roads:- · 

(a) Ikare-Oka· Road j'!.mction to Iwaro-
. Oka (three. miles). 

. (b) lbaka Oka-Ishua Akoko (eight miles). 
· (c) , Idoani-ldogun (six miles). . 
· (d) ldoani- lpele (twenty miles). 

(e) ' Ifon- lka~o (two miles). 
(f) Sobe-Ijagba-lmoru- Ifon(eightmiles). 

Chief Sogbein: These roads would be 
considered along with others in the future 
Road 'Development Programme ·, of ·the 
Government. 

• 
HEALTH AND . SOCiAL WELFARE 

Ikole Maternity Hospital 

. 10/124. Mr R. 0. Areola asked the 
Minister of Health and · Social Welfare 
whether Government would . consider the 
advisability of e'xpanding and converting 
lkole Maternity Hospital to a General 
Hospital. . 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare 
(Mr J. A. Ogunmuyiwa): The Ikole 

· Maternity Hospital · is not a Government 
Hospital. It is owned and run by the 
Methodist Mission but receives generous 
grants from the Regional . Government. 

It is not considered advisable, at this stage 
at least; to convert • the Iko~e Maternity 
Hospital into a Governm~nt Hospital. 

The only figures available on the services 
rendered to the public by the Ikole Maternity 
H o ;pi tal are in respect of the treatment of 
children under· eighteen . years old. These 
figures are usually mergetl with those for the 
Wesley Guild Hospital. The Ikole Maternity 

· Hosnital ha:s no resident doctor · but one 
of the doctors from the Wesley Guild Hospi
tal .visits there two or three days in the week. 
The estimated number of children under 
eighteen years old treated yearly is 7,300. 

. . 
EDUCATION 

G~ants-in-aid to Schools and Colleges 
. in Epe Division , . .. 

10/126. Mr J. A . .. Odutuga asked the 
Minister . of Education . the total sum of the 
graqts-in·-aid that was paid to each of the 
existing Schools and Colleges in Epe Division 

• during the periods March· 1956 and March 
'1961. 

were pai,d in block to prcprietors in . respect 
of their schools. During that period the 
following grants were paid to schools in Epe 
Division through the Local Education 
Aut~ority, Epe Division~ 

Recurrent Expenditure, .. 
Capital ... 

' £ s d 
96,969 16' 1 

' p,600 0 0 

Total Expenditure ... £ 124,569 16 1 
" ' " 

During· 19 5 9-61 Proprietors were paid in 
respect of schools under their management 
as follows: · .. .. . 

(a) Primary Schools: ,· 

Recurrent Expt:niiture 120,919 19 ·9 
Capital Expenditure ... · , , 18,000 0 O· 

. . 
Total Expenditure ... £138,919 19 9 

·:..' : .· . . r: . 

· · (b) Secondary Schools: \., 

Recurrent Expenditure 
Capital Expenditure ... · 

,, 10,638 · . 3 ' -4 
10,381 . ~ . 7· 

Total Exj:enditure .. ~ · £21,019 12 11 
! '; ~-----------

(c) Teacher Training Colleges: , .. :·' · 
Recurrent Expenditure. 16,066 17- i.l. · 
Capital Expenditure ... ,, . 285 ,. 0 0. 

Total Expenditure ... ·£ 16,351 .t'J 11:· 
., . 

WORKS AND TRANSPOR1' ... :: . ) ~!.. 
Water Supply Scheme for Akungba"·· ~~. ·. 

10/163. Mr S. T. Adelegan asked··-.the:•· 
Minister of Works and Transport why; ,ther;~ 
water supply schemes proposed for Akungb~ 
and Ajowa in Akoko District have not ·been-'"" 
begun. ' r;(~~;, '.(, 

Tarring of Roads . · 

10/191. · Mr D. A. Popoola 
Minister of Works and Transport how · 
the work of tarring would be begun •. o~~ .. !-1-lc" 

. . ' ' ' _. ~-~-~ 
·following roads in view 9f their comrii~x:~aJ 
. importance:- ~ 

(a) Awe-Akinmorin-:-ltos'i 
Fiditi- Iware. . ;. ' :· .... . . . . ' ··r .. 

(b) Oyo-Akinmorin; Ilora- Irriini'; AkUi
. morin-Idi lgba; _; - .. . ' ·:. ·· · · .. ;;·li 

• • . • • • • ~~ j. ' •• -~· f.i: "' . 

(c) Fiditi-Ilu Aje; Iw~{re-Akiripiorin: 

( 
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(d) Ilora-Oluwatedo; Imeieke-Aki~mo- LANDS AND HOUSING 
rm. .i-.:?~ 

Chief Sogbein: Government is not un
aware of the commercial importance or 
l)therwise of these · roadg. They will be 
considered along with others in future road 
development programme. · 

. ~- . bon .. Meni),er ; :''I .sh.oul~ . like ·' to . 
know from the Minist~r of Works and . 
Transport .why it_ is that the Government of 
this Region is not responsible for the tarring 
of Ibadan roads: · 

Chief Sogbein: . I ., c~nrtot underst;nd 
what the hon . . Gentleman is talking about. 
(Laughter). , 

An .ho·n •. Member: , I can repeat my 
statement for . the Minister to understand. 
For. instance, roads in Akinmorin, Oyo, Ilaro, 
Awe, etc., are being tarred by this Govern
ment; the .Ibadan roads are not going to be 
tarred by the same Government, even 
though Ibadan happens to be the Regional_ 
capital.' Why is the .Government treating 
Ibadan like that? 

1 The Minister of. Health · and Social 
Welfare (Chief J. ·o. Osuntokun): Mr 
Speaker, I do not , regard this question as 
supplementary. It appears even greater than 
the very original question (La~ghter) . . 

. The Minister ·of ., Hom~· Affairs (Mr 
Duro Ogundiran): If 'you join the 
Government party you will . realise what 
big · proposals the Government has for 
Ibadan (Hear, hear). 

Mr Speaker: 'This is no supplementary ·· 
question and so it is ruled out of order 
(shame, shame). 

n,. 
LABOUR 

Housing Estates 

*10/227. · Mr Ajibola asked the Minis
ter of Lands and Housing the total number 
of Housing Estates that exist in the Regl.o;: 
also to indicate (a) .where these are located 
and (b) their future prospects . 

The · Pariiamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Lands and Housing (Mr C. A. 
Williams): Western Nigeria Housing Cor
poration has established .two Housing Estates 
in this Region.' These. are located at Ibadan 
and Ikeja. · The future prospects · of these 
estates are bright as the demand for houses 
is great. Efforts are being made to meet the 
increasing demand by expanding the existing 
estates and establishing new ones. . . 

· I like to add that arrangements are afoot to 
establish a ne'.v estate at Bei}.in and another 
at Sapele during the financial year. · 

Mr E. 0. Imafidon: How soon are yo1:1 
going .to s,tart that of Benin? · 

Mr Williams: It is our proposal to have 
one in Benin and another at Sapele this 

· financial year. 

Mr T ~ E. Igugu: · I would like the Minister 
to state the , expenditure involved in the 
Housing Estate at Ikeja and the revenue 
which has so far accrued to the Government 
from the· estates. 

· ·The Minister of Lands and Housing 
(Mr J. 0. Adigun): I wonder whether ,the 
hon. M.ember will take that as a supplement
ary question? In any case I require a notice 
of it. .. 

Mr-V.I. Amadasun: · I like the Minister 
of Hol).sing to explain the meaning of "supple
mentary" (Government-Benches: Go and u~e · 
your. dictionary): . .... in the answer given to the 
hon. Member's question. " 

. Problem. of pnemployment. M~ Adigun/ · If you open the Oxf~rd 
t0/226~ Mr A. AjiboJa.asked.the Minister~ Dictionary, you will find the meaning th~re. 
' ....... ' 

of Labour what positive , steps his Ministry 
is taking ·. to · minimise , unemployment · in 
Western Region. .-. -~ · 'Y:'l _ r · 

'. I ~ ,..( • ·, • , • ' ; 

The, :Parliamentary ·secret ary, to the 
Minister of Labout' (Mr J. 0. Odigie): 
I invite .the attention of the hon. Member 
to the a~sw~r which I ga~e to QuestionNo~ 
10/170 earlier in this Meeting. I .referred 
to . employment . possibilities existing in 
Government . institutions and averiues of 
~n1ployment· being created by the promotion 
.of industries and the establishment · of farm 
~ettlements .and farm institutes. : ·· . .. " . . . . , .. .... . 

BUSINESS MOTION 

Suspension of Standing. Order 4 '' (2) ·· ' 
. t ,.,,, 

. The Minister o:t", ,Finance and Le-ader · 
of the House (Chief}. A.'O. Odebiyi): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move . that Standing 
Order 4 (2) be suspended this day to \allow 
the House to continue sitting after' 1.00 p.m., 
'if necessary. . . . . . 

Chief Osuntokun :. I . beg to support. ; · 

Question proposed. · 
Qil.estion put and agreed to. 
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transactions made by the Cocoa , Marketing 
Board from the date of the reduction of the 
price of cocoa in Western Nigeria by·· the 
West Regional Government and the stocks of · 
coco~ held by the Board and its Agents, at 
the said date up to date. . . . 

Allegation of Financial Loss in the Cocoa 
Marketing Board 

. The Premier (Chief ·S. L. Akintola): 
" Mr Speaker, Sir, the practice of this honour-

' able House, consistent with the established 
practice ·in Legislatures of this kind, is that 
the affairs of the House are conducted on the 
floor of the House. · 
. The . question of Cocoa Marketing Board 
loomed very large on the floor of this House 
for the past few days and, in keeping with 

.. parliamentary practice, it should have been 
confined to the floor of this House, especially 
between the Opposition and the Government. 
But the Leader of the Opposition (unfortu
nately he is not here now) has chosen to 
,conduct part of the affairs of thjs House, not 
.on· the floor of this House, but outside it. 
OIJ. the matter of the inquiry, the Leader of 
the Opposition addressed a correspondence 
to me personally, but . before I got that 
correspondence it · was already in the air, 
being broadcast. I have nothing to hide 
about· the question ·of the Marketing Board 
but I feel the record of this House will be 
incomplete if part of the dis.cussion between 
the Opposition Leader and the Government 
is in the record c;>f the House and part of it is 
_in the record of the Nigeria Broadcasting 
Corporation. In · ord~r to keep the record 
coniplete, I wish to read to the honourable 
House the text of the letter addressed .to me 
by the Leader of the Opposition and the text 

· of niy reply to him: 
"Official Opposition, 

Western House of Assembly, 
Western Nigeria Parliament, 

Ibadan. 

Premier, 
Western Region, 

·Ibada_n. 

10th April, 1961. 

. ' 
"Cocoa Marketing Board: Allegation 

. of Financial Loss 
The Official Opposition rejects the offer of 

Government to institute a public enquiry into 
'administrative arrangements for imple
menting the price change, and in particular 
'the · acceptability of the stock declaration by · 
Licensed Buying Agents' by a Judge .as 
proposed by Government. . . 
· . . In the first· instance, the first part of the 
propos~d inquiry is so vague as to be meaning
less and the second part is too . extended. 

The Opposition demands. an inquiry by an 
:. "·: ·· independent . economics . specialist into · the 

allegations of the Opp()sition into the activities 
of the Cocoa Marketing Board in connection 

Further, a Judge is hardly qu~lified .to 
conduct an inquiry of the measure the issues 
raised indicate. · · 

We assure Gove~ent that the only 
satisfactory conclusion to the situation alleged 
is a full public inquiry into the issues raised by 
an' Independent Economic and Financial 
Expert. 

Yours faithrully, 

I replied as follows : 

R. A. FANI-KAYODE, 
Leader of Opposition · 

'"My dear Leader of Opposition, 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter dat~~ 1Oth April, 1961, which, to 
say the least, has done you no credit at all. 
That a man in your ·position · can stick persis
tently and rem<;>selessly to obvious inaccura
cies and deliberately ignore the patent. facts, 
even when you know them, makes me wonder 
whether. Western Nigeri a has the type· of 
Opposition it deserves. 

·. 2. I ain amused to ob~er-Ve that you }{live 
now chosen to resort to writing and publish
ing privat(( letters on an . issue which you so 
flagrantly distorted on the floor of the House 
of Assembly. This antic of letter-wirting is 
a device with which you in~end to becloud the . 
issue. Before you started to disseminate 
untrue information in the House you had 
every opportunity to approach me or conta~t 
any of my colleagues to ascertain the facts. 
You did not think ·· it necessary to . avail · 
yourself of that opport'i.mity and in" conse- · 
quence your criticisms became riot' only bla
tantly malicious but also grossly ·uninformed. 

•. 

3. You alleged on the floor ofthe House -of 
Assembly, witho:ut ascertaining the facts, that 
£997,000 of the ·western Nigeria Marketing 
Board has · been stolen. The House . had 1~ 
been informed by the Government that the · 
·allegation was untrue and that not a 'penny . 
of the Marketing Board was misappropriated. 
In what fraud then were· those described: py . 
you as 'Action ·Group higft-ups' involved? 
Contrary to the allegation inade by you; 
nothing was paid for what you referred to as 
'surreptious purchases' : · As qeclared by 
Mr Aluko himself, no one appointed him to 
conduct any inquiry. In spite of the evidence 

... !' • 

• 
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against you, 'you have not appeared to feel . 
sorry for misleading and misinforming the . 
country including yott~•. own supporters. 
You do not, up till now, think it wrong to 
impugn the integrity. of tpeinnocent without 
a just cause. All men are..fallible, but it is 
only the honest ·· one~ among them who are 
courageous enough to own up their mistakes. 

,... I .... ' 

4. Instead of owning up, and accepting the 
truth, you adroitly . shifted grounds and 
narrowed JoW:n . the issue to the brand pf 
inquiry to be_ set up. The inquiry, according 
to you, should be ·economic and not j~dicial. . 
In your wild and ullfoundecf aJlegations 
against the Government and the Marketing 
Board, you raised serious issues of fraud, 
stealing, misappropriation and allied crimes. 
You will agree with me as a lawyer, I presume, 
that these are not matters within the province 
of an economic expert. Whether a transac
tion involves fraud, or amounts to stealing, 
or constitutes misappropriation is certainly an 
issue to! be inquired into by a man with legal . 

unemployment by the progressive agricultural 
and industrialisation policies now being 
pursued the effects of which are already 
being felt in the Region". (Mr B. I. G. 
Ewah) not moved. 

App?intment of Members of Area 
Tax Assessment Committees 

Motion "That this honourable House prays' 
the Western Regional Minister of Local 
Government to desist f1 om . the present' 

· practice of appointing Action Groupers as · 
·members of Area Tax Assessment Ccmmittees' , 
to impose an'd collect rates within the, 
jurisdiction of NCNC controlled Council in' 
Benin Division. (Mr V. 1. Amadasun) not 
moved. 

Removal of Hospital from forcados 
to Bomadi 

Motion "That this honourable House 
consider the removal of the present General 
Hospital from , Forcados to . Bomadi the 
Divisional Headquarters, Western !jaw 
Division in view of the fact that the said 

· Hospital is not centrally located which is 
czusing _ considerable inconvenience to the · 
citizens of this Area". (Mr A. A. Zuokumor) · 

.. training and judicial mind. That is ·why it 
sounds strange that you do not support the 
appointment of either a Judge or a Magistrate 
to . conduct the inquiry. The Government 
is fully competent to determine the nature 
and the term of reference of the inquiry it 
intends to set up. Whatever we do, I assure 
you, we of the ·· Government of Western 

., not move4. · •-

·· Nigeria are motivated by a desire to promote 
the best interest of the people who have so 
much confidence· in 'our honesty and sincerity 
as to 'entrUst their welfare to our hands. 

--~ 
\ Yours sinc~rely, 

S. L. AKINTOLA, 
JDrer.nier'' ~ 

~ · • NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Western Regional Government's 
· . · ., " ' Economic Policy 

Motto't{ "That this honourable House •do 
cot~gratulat'e the West Regional Govei-nment 
and. pas< in this ·.honourable House a Vote 
of Confidence .in ,the said Regional Govern
ment for. its . bid to expand Trade and 
Industry, for.; its · endeavour to check· the 

.monopoly of aliens on our economic_ grasp, 
and for its determination to promote. activdy 
the intere'st of indigenous l: miness en.terprise 
in order .\ that our political independence 
and/or nationaf· pride may not be a farce". 
(MrS. A. Akirele) not moved. 

~ ,J ~ •. ,;· • •· .•• 

Employment in the Region 
~ ' . . 

Motion ' "Thaf this ·honourable House · 
·congratulate the Regional Government for 
the· measures which it has taken to prevent 

R 

A. B. Bello: Point of order. Standing 
Order 25 (1) says: "A Motion or an Amend
ment ·may be .withdrawn, at the request _of. 
the Mover, by leave of the Home or Cpmmit:. . 
tee, after the question thereon has been · 
proposed but before it has been fully put,, 
provided that there is no dissentient voice. ' 
A Motion or an Amendment so withdrawn 
may be made again but in the case of a 
Motion notice is required." 

Mr Speaker: I could understand. ¢e . 
difficulty of the . hon. Gentleman. He is · 
a novice. (Laughter). The Standing Order 
says that a Motion or an Amendment :may ., 
be withdrawn at tl:e request of the _Mover:.'·, 
by leave of the House or Committee · after .. 
question thereon has been prorosed but 
before it has been fully put. In this .. case 
they .. have not been proposed. I say this 
for your informat:on and future guidance. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

1961-62 APPROPRIATION BILL 

(Sebond Allotted Day) 

Considered in Committee of Sup_ply. 

House in Committee. 

,, 

I .· " 
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HID\D 327- ' MINISTRY .OF AGRICULTURE 
· .AND NATVRAL REsoURcEs 

Question proposed that the sum of £1,942,680 
'for Head 327- Ministry of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources-stand part of the Schedule. 

MrS. A. Layonu: Mr Chairoian, Sir, I 
beg to move an amendment that the sum of 
£5 be reduced from this Head. Now, · Sir, 
at present the Ministry of Agriculture · is 
making a certain Farm Project in Oshogbo 
covering a piece of the land between Oshogbo 
and Ede. Now, the Agricultural, Department 
has so placed my people in a very complicated 
position that they always find it very difficult 
to make their claims or obtain necessary 
explanations from Agricultural Officers there 
despite the fact that I personally went to the 
District. I went to their officers at Oshogb.o 
still these farmers .are in a very difficult posi
tion. I think at least if the administration is 
good enough our farmers who are illiterate 
masses should riot be put into any difficulty 
at all. They should have made arrangement 
that these farmers should have everything 
easy for them but instead of this the officer 

' the ~e has appointed . aii" Action ·· Group 
councilior through which (Government 
Benches: "Through which!"- Freedom ·of 
grammar) (laughter and interruptions ......... ). 

This councillor is not prepared at all to 
help the farmers,. simply because he knows 
they are not his supporters and up till now 
the farmers are still in difficulty. Therefore, · 
I p.cay this House to re~uce this -f!ead by [,5. 

· _ . Mr S. A. Oyewole: In the money under 
the Estimates of this Ministry I should like the 
Jiead to be reduced by £5 (Government 
Benches: Why?) Very recently, if I am not 

. mistaken (Government Benches: If you are 
not mistaken?) a large sum of money has 
been spent on this very Ministry and if this 
amount is reduced .. . (Mr Chairman: On what 
has been spent or what is to be spent?) (Govern
ment Benches: Sit down). For financial 
reasons I think it is good to make this amend
ment. 

(Government Benches: Shame, shame). 

Amendment proposed. • 

Chief Adigun: · Mr , Chairman, Sir, 
the acquisition of land is the responsibility 
of my Ministry. When pieces of land are 
acquired by Government we publish Notices 
o( Acquisition and such notices are sent to 
the people in th~ areas where Government 
-likes to acquire. land for use. When such 
notice~ are sent we expect owners of land to 
make claims. Invariably, two or three 
persons may be claiming a particular piece of 

,. ' . 

land. ..Where there ar.e conflicting clainis,' 
Government does not pay compensation to 
anybody, in which case, we·expect claimers to 
prove their claims; as soon as they are proved, 
Government pays compensation. But in the 
case of Ede there are so many conflicting 
claims that it will be necessary for Govern
ment to take the matter to Court, and until a -
decision is taken . as to who is the rightful 
owner and to whom money should be paid 
Government will not be justified in paying 
any compensations to anybody. If my han. 
Friend has any useful information to give to 
my Ministry I can assure him that he will be 
welcomed. 

In the case of economic crops, it is .the 
duty of Agricultural Officers in the area to 
count. the number of such crops and as soon 
as they send in their report we_ pay. I don't 
think the han. Member has any quarrel with 
the crops; his main quarrel is with the use of 
land itself. Until these claims ·are settled, 
I am afraid Government cannot pay anybody 
compensation. 

Mr D. E. Okumagba: I think this js a 
matier in which Government has not shown 
sufficient interest. It is my opinion that 
Government has not shown the interest in 
this Ministry that it deserves. . 

Now, we are at the moment facing the 
pt:oblem of unemployme11t in the Region. 
We see large numbers of persons completing 
their courses in primary schools and second- · 
ary modem schools. You will agree with ·. 
me, Mr Chairman, that in t,he past once the ' 
average Nigerian had completed his secondary 
school education or University education or 
even primary school education· he thought 
that _he had got himself prepared to get a ' job 
in any of the Goverruilent departments or the 
Ministries. At the moment we have since 
realised that these Ministries have got all the 
numbers of employees they require and no 
room more for school leayers. · One would 
expect thiit the Government of this Region 
would take this problem in hand. What are · 
we going to do? We know that the Region 
is mainly an ~gricultural Region, and it will 
be the duty of Government to consider the 
problem before it reaches a stage where very 
little can be done. 

Now, when I look through all the agricult
ural projects in the Region I find that what is 
being done is experiment, experiment and 
experiment on and o.ri\ When shall 
we re'alise the results of these experiments? 
Now,-Mr Chairman announced that the vote 
for this item is well over £1 million, but I find 
it difficult to convince~i~1yself that the result 
of agricultural experiments in the Region . 

:., 



505 1961-62 Appropriation 11TH APRIL,. 1961 Bill_.:._Committee of Supply 506 

~ 

• 
(MR 0KUMAGBA] 

benefits the people. I even find it difficult 
to convince myself that the production will 
be .up to £1 million. Are the farmers in the 
Region producing as mgch as £1 million as a 
result of the knowledge they gained from these 
experimental - fa~ Are we producing 
any good. results ip. this Ministry? 

. I would like to.recomln.~nd to the Ministry 
that we should not take the agricultu al 
department as a department that should just 
be there, because it will be a shame if we don't 
have a , Ministry of Agriculture; but it is II].Y 
opinion that he Government is not realistic 
enough in their: own: agricultural projects. 
I feel that something must be done apart 
from the experiments that produce no good 
results. :E recornrilend . that now that we are 
face9, . with unemployment the agricultural 
department should do more to lead to the 
employment of school leavers in the farms. 
We have reached a stage when attention 
should be turned to the farms because there 
is no point considering that the boys should 
be trainedto take jobs only in the offices. · I 

· recornril:end to" the Government to take a 
different outlook on agriculture. 

Mr P. V. Okwesa: Mr Chairman Sir, 
the aim of Government for voting such a 
large sum of money for. the Ministry of Agri
culture · is to . help to solve the problem of 
unemployment which faces the Region and 
the country as a . whole. As has already 
been explained, many thousands of our 
primary and secondary modern school 
leavers face unemployment. They, have no 
jobs and Government wants to solve this 
problem by establishing Co-operative Farm 
Settlements, we are told. 'But I am sur
prised, Mr Chairman, Sir, that in the 
Ndosimili District, where we are prepared to 
embrace this project put up by the Govern
ment;' we ani being denied all our rights; we 
are . .neglectea. Lancl ·has been provided, 
and. agreements .treached with the people of 
Osisa, and Obikwele who, having been advised 
to_, give' up their lands freely, have done so in 
good faith, but up till now nothing has been 
done in the way of establishing a Co-operative 
Farm Settlement in Ndosimili for our primary 
and-secondary modem schoolleavers. What 
are these boys going to do? Are th~y going to 
riin to 'other parts of the Region or are they 
going to ;. remain , in the district facing un
employment? . Their education as primary 

- and secondary modem school leavers is 
. not enough to give them jobs in Govern

ment departments.· What is delaying · this 
project ., and why ,has ,the Government not 
given the N dosimili ·District ·a Co-operative 
Farm Settlement? 

·' '· 

· Mr Chairman, Sir, . when we visited Ikeja 
the other day we saw dairy and poultry farm 
projects. I believe also that what is sauce for 
the goose is sauce for the gander. What is 
good ·for Ikeja is also good for Ashaka. We 
want to enjoy what other parts of the Region' 
are enjoying. For this reason I support the 
amendment that this Head bereduced by £5.: 

Mr V.I. Amadasun: Mr Chairman Sir, 
I beg to support tfi'e amendment on ·this 
matter. Mr Chairman, Sir, it .is only regret..: 
table that the Minister of Agriculture is so 
conspicuously absent this . morning. (Chief 
Odebiyi: He is away from the country to Ghana 
in the interest ·of the · country.) I wish that a 
competent man is here to answer to the points; 
of the opposition . . · · · · · ~· 

I refer theHou~e to Spb-Heads 22, 23, 24; 
25 and 32 . and, With ·your permission, Mr 
Chairman, the implications in these Sub.:. 
heads are so difficult that without refreshing 
my mind J may not be able to judge them. 
accurately. Mr .Chairman; I know · for 
certain that the prosperity . of this Region. 
depends hundred per cent on the cocoa 
industry and, as Ministers on the other side: 
used to say, "cocoa industry is the life-blood 
of the financial life of this Action Group 
Government." But I have said this before: 
unless they are ·very careful the financial · ,. 
life-blood will be de-oxygenated. 

Now tu~ing to Sub-head · 22-·Capsid ~ 
and Black Pod Disease Control of Cocoa-· 
£13,000, that is for the capsid seed. Sub-· 
head 23.-Cocoa Drier: Maintenance· and ·· 
Running Charges-£420 . . Sub-head 24.-.. 
Cocoa Survey-·£35 ,100, Sub-head 32.-.. 
Rehabilitation of Cut-out Farms-£25,000 
and Sub-head 34--Swollen Shoot Compensa- . 
tion· Payment-. £16,000. If all these quota-:
tions, Sir, are mathematically calculated a · 
total sum of £249,520 will be spent by the 
.Regional Government on cocoa industry . . 
Now, for purposes of ·comparison,. Mr 
Chairman, l refer the ·House to Sub-head 
26-· Encouragement of Rubber Planting
£98,000, Sub-head 33.-Rubber Research · 
Station-£3,000, when it is totalled up Mr 
Chairman, if we subtract the sum of £101,000 
from £249., 520 this gives · a difference of 
£148,000. This .is the discrimination. When. 
you use a penny for rubber, try to spend two 
pence for cocoa, and then the· creator of · 
cocoa . and rubber will not b~ .annoyed. 
Everytime you come to the House to ·say that , 
the price of cocoa has ·fallen, he who . is : 
responsible for the fall is somebody greater 
than you and me. ' 

Chief Odebiyi: You know that; you are 
inconsistent. · 

I 
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1 Mr Amadasun: I want to protest against 
the Leader of the House who came to this 
.House yesterday and rushed through 
Governor's .Office, Premier's Office, etc. I 
have something to say on them but I did not 
know you wanted to start. 

I am glad · this Government has supported 
the creation of the Midwest State so that we 
can develop our own economy: (An hon. 
Member: Snails are found in the Midwest). 
Mr Chairman,· Sir, fixe}! vehicle allowances 
is £58,000. If you go through the Estimates 
you will see that the draftsman made an expla
natory. note to even the minutest item,, but on 
these vehicle allowances, involving so many 
thousands, there is no explanatory note. The 
Gpvernment pay £7 5 car basic allowances 
for Ministers m.onthly and n9t annually. 
.J stand corrected whether th~ Ministers and 
Parliarp,entary Secretaries · didn't get their 
£75 car allowances. In fact, in the Western 
Region there is no morality in politics. When 
an ordinary man like myself gets £11 car 
consolidated allowance, you get £75. This 
is a· challenge to the Minister of Finance. 
I want"an explanatory note to this sub-head 
to be given by the Minister of Finance and 
Leader of the House of the Western Region 

· Legislature at Ibadan. 

Another very complicated and annoying 
omission in respect of this Head is Sub
head 1, item 167-Minister's Allowances. 
To pe fair, Mr Chairman, during the time of 
Chief Obafemi Awolowo, long may he live. 
( ............ Prolonged cheers). He used to be 
my 'friend. During the Budget Session he 
would' entertain all Members of the Legisla
ture; so also wou~d the Minister of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources and also the Leader 
of the House; but .since he has gone we have 
not got anything from anybody in this House. 

·Since Chief S. L. Akintola has taken over he 
has never invited . even one legislator; 
he is saving his allowances. 

· Mr Chairman: The Head dealing with 
the Premier's entertainment allowances has 
been se,ttled last night an~ approved. 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Chairman, I should 
not be anticipating .. I wouldn't say anything 
about that. I went to the house of one of 
these Ministers the other day. When I 
entered, he asked what I wanted to take and 
I replied that r' would like to take Beer. 
He said, "Steward, come and give master a 
bottle . of Beer". · When the bottle ,of Beer 
was brought it was half a bottle of "Heine
kens". (Prolonged laughter). 

Chief Odebiyi: Point of ' explanation, 
. Sir. I think, Sir, that it was as a result of 

~~ . 
increases in the tax, and custom duties on Beer 
that my hon. Colleague had t9 give you half a 
bottle of beer. · ' · · · 

· :" ,: l 

Mr Amadasun: But I was obst~ate~ 
I told him to bring two. I took the two 'and 
I thought I had taken my own share out of 
these allowances. I have it in command of 
myself that what I am saying is true. If the 
Chairman wants me to name the Minister I 
have to do it ........... . (Prolonged laughter). 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
(Mr C. I. Akere): Mr Chairman, I rise 
to say that the remarks made by Members 
of the Opposition against the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources spring 
from· the ignorance and inability of Members 
of the ·Opposition· to examine carefully the 
votes of the Ministry of Agriculture and . 
Natural Resources 'and' to ' look also into 
various projects that the Ministry · has 
established and intends to establish. 

·• 
Some Members of the Opposition made 

some· silly remarks ~· about · eertain things 
which affect the Ministry. I would say that 
some of these Members of th~ Opposition fail 
to understand the policy of the Ministry of · 
Agriculture and Natural Resources in respect 
of matters they raise. An hon:· Member 
from Ibadan said that the Ministry of Agricul
ture and Natural Res·ources acquired land 
compulsorily from people without paying 
compensation or adequate compensation for 
such lands, and also that the Ministry settles 
young men in a Division when they come from 
other Divisions. Some mentioned that young 
farmers outside Ibadan have been chosen to 
settle in the Ibadan Farm Settlement. I say, 
Sir, that this is wrong. · . 

The policy of the Government is to admit 
on to .a settlement only natives of the adminis
trative Division to which the settler is related,. 
and only people within that Division or 
living' within 30 miles radius can be settled 
in that settlement. I also will .say that the · 
Government does not acquire land compul
sorily from land . owners without paymeh.t . 
when compulsory acquisition is done, suffi- · 
cient compensation is paid. I would like to 
give a briP.f explanation to Members of the 
Opposition as to the manner in ·which any 
land is acquired by the Goverr:ment and 
what compensation is paid therefore. When 
land is acquired for a F_.arm Settlement; the 
Government publis~i. a . notice in all the · 
local newspapers requesting , Obas, · Chiefs 
and Councillors, Local Government Councils, 
for offers of land which they want to use. 
Further details of the Farm Settlement 
Scheme· are carried out by arrangements 

~ 
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between individual owners. The Govern- · 
ment, Sir, is not bound to accept ~my offers· 
of land, and its decisions to negotiate depends 
on _ the soil and the topographical survey. 

Mte; a pie~e of· iJhas been offe~ed and 
inspected and found to be satisfactory for use, 
a Notice of Compulsory Acquisition is 
usually published. under the Public Lands 
Acquisition Ordinance, so that the claims 
to the land can be settled and compensation 
paid. A sum of £270,000 was inserted in the 
1960-61 Estimates under Head 709 for paying 
such compensation, and a large pr~portion of 
this sum h:iS been paid. . · 

. ' I\ think Member~ of the Opposition will 
therefore appreciate that .the Government 
has been very fair with the acquisition of 
land . . . I must say that the farm settlement 
'scherr.e is becoming so popular that we have 
begun to receive more offers of land 'frotn 
many Divisions than we are able to cope with. 

The Member for Ede said that Members in 
his Di\;i.>ion are experiencing difficulties. 
I can say that tfle difficulty which he envisaged 
has been explained by the Min,ister of Lands 
and Housing .about what he ·ought to do. 
It is a shame that he does not know. 

The hon. Member from Aboh hfs said · 
that Government has not shown sufficient 
int~rest in agriculture in his area and that the 
problem of unemployment has not been 
looked into. I would like to assure the hon. 

· Member that one of the reasons for the 
establishment of farm settlements was to· 
combat unemployment. The system has 
been to establish, at least one farm settlement 
in every Division. It ' has b=en pursued 
logically. In Agege we have found that the 
question of unemployment has been solved to 
some extent. Not less than 500 have been 
employed on general labour in these farm · 
settlements and not less than 350 settlers are 
to be established in each of these farms. 
It will be observed, ' therefore, that if 
Government established something around 
22 to 24 of these farms, each of which is cap
able of taking in 1,000 settlers, the Govern
ment is solving the problem of unemployment 
by providing work for 22,000 to 24,000 people. 
I think the Opposition should not quarrel 
over this. It is a step by this Government 
to solve the problem of unemployment. 

. You may ask what qualifications are 
required for employment. The candidates 
must have not less than a Primary Six pass and 
you will find that many of those leaving school 
have embraced agriculture . as something 

·· worthwhile. 

t 

. . . \. ~ 

Opposition Benches: How many _ 
Ministers' sons are there? 

Mr Akere: How many of your sons· are 
there? It is wrong, Sir, for the Members of 
the Opposition to have a wrong impr~ssion ,, · 
about the work of the Ministry of Agriculture. · 
I .am sure that if the hon. Member can take 
some time to see some of the projects of the 
Ministry of Agriculture in the· Western 
Region, he would riot hav'e come here to 
exhibit the degree of ignorance which he has ·· 
exhibited here today. 

Hon. 01..-wesa has said that -Government 
has not taken any steps to set up a. farm 
settlement in Aboh... I wish to say that the · 
intention of this Goverriment is to establish 

. one in every Division, . and I mig};lt say 
that if the hon. Member from Aboh does not 
want us to set one on water, and he has 
up to about 4,000 acres of land, he should 
communicate with my Ministry. We assure 
him that we shall send our officers there to : 
examine and report in order that we may know 
if the land is of the required type and may be 
useful for our purpose, we shaii not hesitate 
to look into the matter. I would like to 
assure him again that all necessary steps are 
being taken to ensure that a farm settlement 
is established in each Division. 

· With regard to the criticisms of hon. 
Amadasun, I wish to say that he exhibited 
his ignorance of the attitude of the Govern
ment to the projects in the Midwest. My 
first observation is. that he merely implied 
that while this Government has placed much 
encouragement upon the p lanting of cocoa, 
nothing has been done for rubber which is the 
life-blood of the people of the Midwest. *. 
I would like to say that if you look through the. 
Estimates you wiii find that a sum of £98,000 
has been set aside for the encouragement 
of rubber planting in the Midwest. You will 
see again that a, sum of £3,000 has been set 
aside for research in rubber and that research 
station wiii soon be built in the Midwest. 
You wiii also observe, Sir, that a sum of 
£28,000 has been set aside for the encourage
ment of oil palm planting in the Midwest. 
You wiii also note that this Government has 
made available a sum of £35,000 to J. A. 
Asaboro for the processing of rubber iv the. 
Midwest. · 

Because he is an Opposition Bench,es: 
Action Grouper. -

Mr Akere: You wiii not cry about this. 
Your explanation is that he is a party man. 
Are you saying therefore that the grant made 
to a Midwesterner will not be used for the 
benefit of the Midwest? · 
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If you look into the Esti.rhates you will find · 
· that a ~urn of £25,000 ·has been set aside for 
the rehabilitation · of cut-out farms. (Where 
in the Mzdwest?) · If you read all these things, 

. I ar.p..afraid, yo~will not be ·right and you will 
feel some prick of conscience if you stand up 
here' to criticise the ·Government instead of 
praising them. (Shouts of. Alhaji·, "Alhaji, 
Alhaji,. from i Opposition Benches as Alhaji 
Opaleye rose to hand over a book to M r Akere) 
I know some sensible Members of the Opposi
tion appreciate what the Government is doing. 
One of such people is .hon. Oputa-Otutu who 
said: . · . . . 

"I arh grateful to the efforts made by the 
Minister of · Agriculture and Natural 

· Resources in my constituency". 
. (Opposition Benches: Is th'at what the 

Alhaji was showing you?) 
.Mr Speaker; Sir, these are my observations· . 

on the criticisms of the Members of the 
Oppo~ition on my Ministry. 

Amendment put and negatived. 
, Question that ·the sum of £1,942,680 for 

Head 327-Ministry . of Agriq1.lture and 
.r{atural Resources-. stand part of the Schedule, 
put and agreed to. · .• . . . 

HEAD 709:-SPECIAL AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

. Question proposed that the sum of £561,830 
for Head 709~Special Agricultural Develop-
ment-stand part of the Schedule. . 

Question put and agreed to. 
' -

. HJWJ 723.-· MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
\ AND NATURAL REsouRcEs 

(OTHER NoN-RECUR1tENT EXPENDITURE) 

' . Question proposed, that the. su~ of £175,760 
for Head 723-Ministry of Agriculture and 
Natural Resourc'e~-stand part of the Schedule. 

.; - ' . . ' ' 

Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 328.-MINISTRY OF EcoNOMIC 
PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

•• ' • I 

Question proposed, that the sum of £144,580 
for Head 328-Ministry of Economic Planning . 
and Community Development-stand part ·of 
the Schedule. 

~r K. 0. Owonikoko: Mr Chairman, 
Sir, Head 328-:-Ministry af Economic Plan-

. ning and Community Development. J'he 
system of administration of this Ministry · 
leaves much to , be desired, particularly about 
the works undertaken by communal efforts 
by the .members of the commupity in this 
~egion. In my1 constituency, Oyo Central I, 

. ' a certain road from Iseyin to Upper Ogun 

Road-17 miles-was ·~"' · ·•,.nn<>t-.... 1~t-;,;...t""; 
communal effort of the 
1949 and 1950 with an/ I!;"L11Hcm;u; 

£2,100. Later thjs ·road ·w~· ·· 
Production Board, now Developmept 
ration, and, · unfortunately, the· road ha:s; now 
he:omt; the, bona fide property~of the: <;~rpo~. 
ratwn ~n Upper Ogun and no 'lornes ·'wer~ . 
allowed to ply on this road without permif. ~ xs~: .. 
a resul(there are only four lo'callorrie's ·plyiri~·'f .. 
on this road, and the , qualification of these ' 
lorry owners are the Action Group· mefl).ber~·, ·~ 
ship cards. The entire majority .''of the 
community in this regard were ''dissatisfied , 
with the situation and this automatic~lJy, ' 
discouraged them to initiate other communij~~. 
efforts to construct or build any road. , .~ · 

Secondly, many useful roads .and- public . · 
buildings which were proposed by members ... · 
of the NCNC are always neglected by the~ 
officers of this 1\fiinistry, except these ·people· 
can prove that they have either declared for 
the Action Group or produce Action Group 
membership cards. · Mr Chairman, Sir, how 
could it be possible to develop only. )th~, 
Action Group areas alone and not the whole · 
Region? Since 1951 this Action Group 
Government had been blessed by the strong · 
opposition of this NCNC and our belief is • 
that if not because of this strong opposition of 
this party, the present development projects· 
could not have been possible. Many sites have 
been surveyed within my constituency· area 
for fishing· pond, but all to no su~cess for 
about fqur years. 

Mr Chairman: That appears somewhat 
irrel_evant. . The Ministry of Economic 
Planning has · nothing to do ·with fishing:·. 

Mr Owonikoko: Mr Speaker, Sir: ·the: 
Minister in charge of this Ministry could · 
hardly claim to have been to my constituency. 
since these years that he has been made the .. 
Minister. . · '· · . ' · ,_,., !' ~~ " 

.f'P .. ..... 

Iy1r Chairman, Sir, under. another iteni, · 
Item · 5-Adult Education.. In· my · •. owr1 
coJ;lstituency, Oyo Central, the Adtdt'" .,. 
Education Officer has been removed to' 
another place since about one ·year ago for: · 
reasons b~st known to the material Ministry ;"_ _ 
whereas, in the Estimates under--Other. 
Charges (Item 11), £5,000 w~s provided; ··.-: 
but in my constituency there is none, whereas · 
my constituency is in 'Wester:>- Nigeria . 

Mr Chairman, Sir, · Item 17-Shasli.a 
Camp. I could rememberJthat there was a . 
certain letter inviting ""members of the 
Council to undergo this Course. We sub
mitted applications about two years ago. · 
Nothing has been heard about the Course: 
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[MR .OwoNIKOKO] 
whereas this money was voted every year. 
We don't know why this should be so. 
(Government Benches: Finally ...... Sit down. 
It is finished). 

Mr 'Chairman,' many councillors had 
applied to unde~-o this Shasha training 
about two and a half years, but nothing 
heard .about their applications for ~ reasons 

·- best known to · the Ministry. However, 
funds for these services were made available 
by the Government every year. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the reasons for all these 
things, as far as I am <;:oncerned, is that the 

·Minister in charge of this Ministry is not 
used to tourin.g. · I could remember, as · a ·· 
merltber of that Council, that I have never 
seen that Minister in that Council. . So he 
cannot know what· is going on. But he can 
go to the Northern Region to ca!npaign, and I 
think this might have been the result. of . 
making all these defects in my constituency 
because he has nevei' visited my place. It is. 
very ·important; that is why the Premier 
always comes there-Oyo CentraL · 

Mr Chairman, Sir, with these remarks I 
feel that the estimates of this Ministry 
deserve to ' be reduced by five pounds. 
(Government Benches: Very dry. No point). ' 

·Mr ·C. 0. Olaniigoke: Mr Chairmal). 
Sir, I beg to move an amendment' that a sum 
of £5 be reduced from this Head. Some 
Divisions in this Region hardly know, th~t 

· ~his Ministry is in existence, particularly 
Okitipupa Division. Now, we believe very 
much in divisional self-help. But these 
people have been discouraged by this 
Ministry because there was a road being 
constructed by the people of lrele. The 
people applied to this Ministry for money, 
but no help was' forthcoming. 

Sometime ago, an amount of £1,000 
was · given to my division for recreational 
facilities. This amount of money was handed 
over to an Action Group chief. He con
structed a lawn tennis court which could be 
used by kids. · The youths of Okitipupa did 
not see any welfare officer at all. we have, 
·several boys' and girls' clubs in Okitipupa, 
but when we · applied to this Ministry for 
help no help was . forthcoming. Perhaps 
the area is so dose to the Midwest, that is 
why we are neglected. .,. 

We were victimised politically. For ins
tance, there was one Adult Education Officer 
who was all out to do his best to the Division, 
the · san · ~ of the Division - for that matter, 
but ber.ause he refused to ; do the wrong 
thing, · he was reported by the Action 

Group Secretary and this man was removed 
from job. for doing the right thing. · M.aybe 
the Ministry expected ' him to ·· campaign 
for the Action Group whenever he went 
round the Division, .'but because this man 
refused to propagate the ideology of the 
Action Group he was sacked. · 

' .. 
Now, under Sub-Head 60.-Ministers' 

Allowances-it is a shame on this Government 
that even the Minister's allowances are more 
than the salaries of the Legislators. It is 
really a shameful thing. Therefore, I 
recommend that this Sub-head be reduced 
by£5.· 

Amendment proposed. 

Mr A. B. Bello: In supporting this 
amendment I would like to draw the attention 
of the Goveliiment to~the activities of this 
Min{stry, with particular reference to the 
Community Development Division. In most 
areas, the officers only exist .on paper. We 

. cannot see them or know them, much less to 
notice their work. This is much true of the 
Adult Education Organiser in charge of Oy0 
North who was transferred to ·Iseyin from 
Oyo since a year ago but who chose to stay 
at Oyo, flouting the .. orders and· instructions 

. of his employers. · 

As much as I would not like· to repeat' what 
my han. Friend has said, I feel very strongly 
about the discriminatory attitude of the 
Western Nigeria Development Corporation 
in respect of the use of Iseyin-Upper Ogun_ 
road ·· which was constructed by the local ~ 
people before the W.N.D.C. came there 
sometime in 1950. For some years pas't . ·· 
this Corporation has restricted the use of the 

· road, whereas the rbad belongs to the local 
people. Although the Corporation decided 
.sometime ago 'that they would like to -take 
over the maintenance of the road yet this 
does not make it a private road for the ex
clusive use of W.N.D.C. We have so many 
farmers on both sides of the road who produce 
foodstuffs both for local consumption and 
for sale in other parts of the country. Yet 
these farmers are not allowed to use their 
bona fide property. 

For these reasons, Sir, I strongly appeal to 
the M\nister responsible to look ··into this 
matter and effect a change. · 

Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

Mr Okumagba: · I would join the 
previous speakers in moving .that . this 
Head be reduced by £5. I 9on't consider 
any need for . this Ministry pt all. . All that 

' 
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is done in this Mmistry can be incorporated 
into the Ministry of Trade and Industry and 
the Ministry of Home Affairs. The interest · 
in establishing the Ministry of Economic 
Planning is to get one or two Ministers 
employed. _ 

Mr · Chairman, . I will however make 
reference ·' to a town in ~y constituency-

. Ejeba town. l'his town has not been 
considered for some form of community 
development for the past years. There are 
two roads in the Division. There is one road 
leading to Wa:rri Divisional Council and the 

·second road in the whole Division is the one · 
leading from Warri Township to Ejeba. 
It wili be appreciated if this Ministry will 
consider it necessary to extend some measure 
of development to the people in the area. 

They · have even applied for loans for the 
building of their Town Hall and their applica-

.· tions are never considered,. so that I wish 
to . take this ~pportunity to appeal to the 
Minister to take note of this point and consider 
it necessary to approve some sort of loan for 
the building of a Town Hall. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I support that the item 
be so reduced by £5. 

Mr Okwesa: Mr Chairman, Sir, I will 
seize this opportunity to t;;tlk about commu
nity deveio-,ment. · It is said that one of the 
aims of the Government is .. to .inculcate into 

'.the people the spirit 'of self-help. The idea 
of inculcating a spirit of self-help is not a bad 
one, but I feel that Government should 
reftind two-thirds of the total amount spent 
by the people of a village in carrying out a 
development scheme. 

Now, in some places, the total cost .of 
embarking _ on a development scheme is SC?_ 
great that the people are not even able to 
contrib·.1te two-thirds to 'i"t. I am-referring-to 
toad development in the Ndosimili District. 
Here we need construction of many roads and 
bridges and if the -Government sticks to 
refunding only one-third of the total cost, 
then community development in Ndosimili 
District is not a practicable proposition. 

I would therefore appeal to the Govern
ment to contribute two-thirds instead of 
one-third. This will help the people to 
embark on self-help schemes more than 
they do aepresent. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I support the idea that 
this Head be reduced by £5. 

'. 
Estimat~, Sir, will reveal political' ' jobbery. · 
In that Ministry we have tw:> Minist~rs, one 
is an Oba and the other. is a commoner. 
Well, if the Oba is too l;>ig ~o · travel or to do 
his work he s:1ould resign. Or if he feels· the 
junior · Minister is to be there to help him 
because he is so weak, let them tell-us so: 
I think, Sir, it is just· finding jobs fo · the 
"boys" -to appoint another Minister in this 
Ministry. He has very little to do. The 
Minister is · also responsible ......... · 

' 
The Parliameniary Secretary to · the 

Minister of Agriculture and Natural Re- ' 
sources (Alhaji Z. A. Opaleye): Point of 
Order, Sir, Order 37. You are not expected 
to impute motives.. The Regional Minister is 
not a junior Minister in the Ministry of Eco- · 
nomic Planning. 

Mr Chairman: The other Minister is 
only junior to the Oba. (Laughter). 

Mr Oviasu: 'For this reason it also 
prepares vital statistics relating to this 
Ministry. That these statistics are always 
two years behind shows that that Ministry is 
very very weak. It is not oniy weak too, it 
is also guilty of political jobbery. So, Sir, I 
will strongly suggest: . 

(1) that one of the Ministers be sacked; 
(2) that competent civil servants be 

appointed in that Ministry to ensure that 
the statistics relating to the affairs of 'this ' · 
G~vernment are always brought up to d~te. 
One thing more I would like tp say is . 

·about Ministers' allowances, which are far 
too much, as one of the hon: Members on'
this side of the House has also said. For 
instance, a Minister getS £7 5 per month car 
allowance, while· the salary of an hon. 
Member is £70 per month. · All these won 
the elections to this House. This sort of' ~ -
disparity is very very bad. 

> With ~he salaries · of these Ministers, 
their allowances should be reduced. · ' ,. ··· 

~ F. H. Utomi: It is . unfortunate,' '. '· 
Mr Chairman, Sir, that I have to stand on the 
floor of this House to object to the activities of 
the Ministry of Community Developm~nt,~ : ~", 
although a few years ago, when that Ministry _.:; \, 
had come to stay, it was under such a reputa.,·~~ 
ble and respected Minister as Oba- C .> D.-~ 
Akran. I tis unfortunate, Sir. Whether it is~ .. 
due to age or senility that this Ministry is1; .. ,iff!i 
dwindling, I cannot tell. Sometime .,ago~{: ,,,~~)e 
in 1955, when- community development . and ~- ,: 
self-help came into being .... .' ......... . 

Mr G. I . Ovias\1:. Mr Chairman, I · · Mr Chairman: Order. Age may be par
support the amendment Motion that Head donable, but senility is out of order. 
328 be· re<,iuced by £5. A glance at this With~raw. ', 
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Mr .lJtomi: i Well, however, in . 1953 
the people of ·;. Asaba Division resorted 
to self-help through community development 
is a result . of which w~ ccnstructed twelve 
roads. I got the then Minister of Works 

. to be present when the road construction was 
m progress. · · (Government Benches.: What 
roads, name · them ...... .. : ..... :). There was 
8· miles · of road-- constructed from Asaba 

· to Ila, another 13 miles· from Ogwashi-Uku to 
Alakwako, 6 miles . from Ogwashi-Uku to 
Olobi, . 3 miles from Onitsha-Ugbo to 
Ubuluku, and so on; However, we ·were 
lucky to have the then Minister of Works 
on the spot during road construction. He 
saw .the people working, . noted their difficul
ties, and especially that of steepy hills to be 
brought low, and ·he promised to give us help 

·in the way of trailer or.caterpillar. I remem-
ber making approaches . to him, besides . 
visiting . him several times now over five 
years ago, and was giv~n to understand that 
there .was a new earth-moving -machine 
which was in -q:;e somewhere in Yoruba West ·' 
and that after- completing its work, we 
could loan ·it. , "Even our town sent delega
tions to him and •to the then Minister of 
Works, may his soul rest in peace. I .. mean 
the late Hon. Ogedengbe, who even promised . 
toi loan us a caterpillar at the rate of 2s 6d a 
mile for conveying it-to Asaba, besides further_ 

. £6 10s for each day i~ \Vorked. 
:. The< Council voted a sum of £1,800 to 

pay for the transportation of this heavy vehicle 
to · Asaba and promised to pay £6 10s for 
each day it is used. ·. But unfortunately, 
till this time, we · have been denied the 
opportunity of using the trailer for . reducing 
the' hills. .,. · 

· I am ·happy that the Minister is here, for 
then he praised our community spirit. Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I support that this item he 
reduced by £5. · 
· ChiefF. Oputa.:.Otutu: I rise, Mr Chairman 

. to add very few words to what some 
Members on this side of the House have 
already said. · Sometime ago, during the 
Budget Session, I raised the question of 
bringing this Ministry under the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry. Then, I suggested it to 

. this House, and I still hold on to the same 
.view because I think that this 'Ministry has 
little or .. nothing to do. I realise that the 
.Minister of Economic Planning himself is a 
very nice man, and has been one of the oldest 
Members of this House, and we on this side 
of the House find him to be nice. But at the 
·same time,- M.r Chairman, as champions 'Or 
watch-dogs of the publi~ money, we-should 
not continue to support a Ministry which we 
consider, Sir, ,not us~ful. Mr Chait:man 

Sir, I feel that the functions performed by 
this Ministry should be transfered to . the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry while nnqther 
Minister may be added to this .Mmistry who 
would receive· £3,000 every . year for . doing 
nothing. That is my view. 

Mr Chairman: If the Ministry is u;~less · 
you want. to provide another one to canc~l· it. 

' Chief Oputa-Otutu: I feel that the fun~: 
tions performed by the Ministry can easily 
be performed by the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry. That is my idea. Mr Chairman. 
I like to add. also to the contribution already 
made to the effect, Sir, that remuneration 
paid to councils for community projects 
done should be increased from one-third 
of the cost of the projects to two-thirds. · I 
feel, Sir, that there are many people 
in this Region willing to build more 
roads in their own areas and who would 
succeed in so doing if only they got the 
necessary financial support from the Govern- · 
ment. 

I 4ave in mind about two roads in my 
constituency. ·' .When f'was Chairman of the 
Council of the area .. .. . . (Government Benches: 
Were• you sacked?). I was not sacked. 
Alhaji Adegbenro injected traditional 
members into the Council and thereby ..... . 
(Interruptions and laughter from Government 
Benches). I have never been defeated at 
elections in that area and have been winning 
electinns there since 1951. In the whole of 
the Western Region, .it is in my ·constituency · 
that the Action Group has neither been able 
to g1in any foothold nor penetrate. · 

However, Mr Chairman, $ir, I would · 
like the Minister of . Economic Planning to. 
consider the point made by the Member for 
Aboh Division that remuneration made to · 
councils on community projects should be 
raised from one•third to two-thirds . 

Mr. Am.adasun: Mr . Chairman, 
I am a respecter of traditional rulers, and, 
consequently, I am not prepared to criticise 
this Head too ·much. I want to draw the 
attention of this honourable House to 
Sub-head 1, Item 61, of Head 328-Ministry 
of Economic Planning and Community 
Development-Parliamentary Secretary's 
Allowances, £890. . ,· ' 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I do not in any way 
grudge these Parliamentary Secretaries . for_ 
these fat allowances given them by · the 
Government of this Region but I am directing 
my criticism to the section on ·explanation 
given under "Explana~o~ De:ails". 
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Now, in that section, this sum of £890 

provides for Entertainment allowance, £150, 
Driver's allowance, £124, Gardener's allow
an~e, . £104, Allowance for · electricity and 
water services, £144, and allowance in lieu 
of quarters, £360. £360 in lieu of what? 
What does it mean Mr Minister of Economic 
Development? Does it mean that the 

· Parliamentary Secretary has no quarters and 
· because ·af that he has to be paid £~60? 
If it means that, Sir, this is the reason why 
that very Head, · Item 61 should be deleted 
because the NCNC Opposition is always 
consistent and in the course of its consistency 
I am attacking this very item. 

Mr 'Chairman (holding a book), this i& the 
1956-57 Estimates, . and under Head 322, 
-Sub-head 1, Item 28, we .hav~ allowances for 
the ex:..Premier to be £300 in respect of quar
ters. We shouted it down in this House that 
the allowance should not be paid to him be
cause he is an indigenous person and has got a 
house here. 

This Parliamentary Secretary too has, got 
a ~ouse in this very Ibadan and because of 
that the · sum of £360 should be deleted 
because in ten years ·hence it '·will amount 

. to £3,600; · in 100 years it will amount to 
£36,000; and if this sum is used to build 
a · house today, future generations like the 
children up here in the gallery, ' most . of 
whom are future Parliamentary Secretaries, 
will make use of the house. 

. In the 1958-59 Estimates, a similar 
provision was made for the ex-Premier. · 
We did criticise it loudly but ·again, today, 
they make provision for a Parliamentary 
Secretary in lieu of quarters in 1961-62 
forgetting that it exceeds the provision of £300 
for the ex-Premier. Even the University 
students helped us in <;:rying it down · that 
it · is not economically ' sound for such a 
provision to be inserted in the Estimates of 
any R~gional Government. 

Mr . Chairman, this is the point I want 
to criticise, and I hope that when the Minister 
o( Economic Planning is replying he will 
give us a satisfactpry answer. 

Mr Chairman: This appears to be a 
conve~ient time for a short break. 

Sitting suspended at 12.30 p.m. 
Sitting resumed at.1.18 p.m. 

.T}le .· Minister of Economic Planning 
and ·community Development (Oba C. D. 
Akran): Mr Chairman, Sir, I rise to 

. oppose the amendment proposed by.Members 
of the Opposition. .As far back as 1952 

when this Government ·came into ·.power 
people have received development · gn,l.hts 
for roads built by communal labour. 
The road referred to by the hon. member on 
the opposite side was one built by the 
Western Nigeria Development Corporation 
for its own us.e. I was informed that when 
the Western Nigeria Development Cor-Pora
tion first reached there, there 'was no road at 
all. There was only a foot path. The 
Western ·Nigeria Development Corporation 
spent money ·on it, and it is therefore a 
priva~e road. If the han. Gentleman will 
like the matter to be investigated 1 shall 
undertake to do so but, from the information,· 
I know that the Corporation built the road 
because I happened to be looking ·after the 
Corporation at the time. So far as fish.ery is 
concerned it would be right to say that the 
subject belongs to the Ministry of ~griculture 
and Natural Resources but it appears that 
what he wants is community fish pond, and 
if that is so I would advise him to discuss the 
matter with the officers of the Community 
Development Division of .my Ministry who 
will help him to organise his fish pool; then 
he can get technical advice from the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources · to 
build a .fish pond. · · ' · 

I come to the question of adult education 
organisers. I wish to say that adult· educa
tion organisers are not the staff of Government, 
although Government .reimburses the District 
Councils for their salaries but the Councils 
order them about. They are neither transfer
red nor dismissed by the Ministry as such. ' 

Han. Olamigoke spoke - about c· £1,000 
recreational facility grant which he alleged 
chiefs in" his area used· to construct a · tennis 
court. Well, I do not deal with recreational 
facilities. That is to be dealt with elsewhere. 

In answer to han. Bello who also spoke 
_about adult education organisers, may I say 
that they are not my staff; they belong to the 
local government councils of their areas . . 

If the han. Okumagba . who has been 
asking for assistance with the Ejeba..;.Warri 
Road wi~l see the officers of the community 
development Division I am sure they will be 
willll).g .to help. . ':. ' 

Another hon. Member _also spoke of vital 
statistics. The matter is under consideration. 

Hon. Utomi spoke about the road built by ·<~ 
communal labour in Asaba Division. ·· Well ~ ·· 
it is a fact that whep. ·I was -in· the Ministry ~~>t.. 
of __Developn:ept .· J 'Yen~ evecyw~ere·· ·}; 

. after commumty development and on one J;; . 
occasion I went to Asaba and encouraged the 
people. I do not kn'ow whether the council 
set a~ide £1,800 according to han. Utomi 
because l had left the subject of co:rnffiunity 
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development. I cannot give you an answer 
as to what happened. 

Well, I cannot understand why the hon. 
Member for Benin Central hon. Amadasun, 
said here on the floor of this House tliat it 
would be better . to put my Parliamentary 
Secretary in a catering rest-house rather than 

, , pay . him. £360 per annum. To do so will 
.cost about £7'20. I must say that the 
Government will not like, to abide by this 
advice. . I think we are already doing much 
better. I . oppose the ., amendment. (M.r 
Amadasun: No point) (Gov,(!Ynment Benches: 
Because you made' no point). 

Amendment put and neg~tived. 

Question that . the sum ·of £144,580 for 
Head 32S.- Ministry of Economic Plannirzg 
anJi Community Development- stand part of 
tlfe Schedule,put and agreed to. , ' 

HEAD 724.- MINISTRY OF EcoNOMIC 
' . 
PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Other Non-R~cutient_ Expenditure 

Question that the sum of £28,000 for Head 
. 724- Ministry · of , Economic Planning and 

Community Development- stand part of the 
Schedule, put and agreed to . . , 

-
.HEAD 329.- MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

· Question proposed that the sum of £7,264,870 
for Head. 329- Ministry of . Education

. stand part of the Schedule. . .... ,,. 
Mr .•'Atohegbe: Mr Chairman,· Sir, I 

beg to move an amendment that Head 329 be 
.reduced by a handsome sum of £5. Govern
ment Benches: Is-. that handsome?) There 

·would not have been· the need to do so if the 
educational policy ... of the Region . was 
hundred . _per cent good. May I call your 
attention:;to Sub-head 177, at page 66 here, 
Mr Chai:i:man:·· List -year the establishment 
was 66 Technical Instru~tors as against 56 
this year . with a difference of 10. One 
would have thought. that ~ in view of this 
reduction in . staff the money · would be 
enough to sf:)end . on . the ·remaining staff. 
Ahis, the Government has increased the suni· 
by £17,000. Logical and silnple mathematics 

· now ., applies . . For ' 66 . instructors last year . 
£38,950, and for only 56 instructors this year 
£56,750! Economically speaking, this is 
ridiculous. Chief Odebiyi: Morgan Revision of . 
Salary!) . The Government of this Region 
has niade educational law and policy so 
flexible that they can twist them anyhow and 
you can hardly detect their tricks. May 

I refer you to page 42 of the Western Region· 
Statistical Bulletin, 1960. For the purpose of 
my argument I beg to call attention to ~he 
first and second parts dealing with primacy 
schools and I would like to use Benin. and 
Ondo to support my argument. (Government 
Benches: And you won't use the whole Region?) 
No. Benin 1,294, Ondo 1,206 primary schools. 
The number of Modem Schools in Benin· is 

· 41 while the number of Modem Schools in 
Ondo is 58; Grammar Schools in Benin 13 
and On do 23. Then in the Second table, 
Benin, that is, 1959, 1,219 elementary schools, 
14 Modem Schools, 13 ,Second~ Grammar 
Schools; Ondo 1,213 elementary schools·, 
61 Modem Schools, 27 Secondary Grammar 
Schools. By this reference there would have 
been more secondary modern schools in an 
area where there are more primary schools 
acting as feeders but the Government, because · 
Benin is in th~ Midwest, has. discriminated 
against her. Mr Chairman, Sir, a child starts . 
school at the age of six and if he fails the 
primary school examination there will . be' 
no more modem school for him to attend; 
then, all the same, he has no access, no pass
port, to technical school and in the final 
analysis, because he fails the primary school 
certificate and could not enter into a modem 
school and would not be admitted into any 
technical institute, .. he . becomes useless. 
By virtue of having entered into school 
when very young, but could ·not do well 
educationally, he will a~so find it difficult 
to go back to the land. Eventually he 
becomes the circumstantial child of lawless
ness . 

Then .where is the aim and objective of 
.. the educational policy of this Regional 
Government? 

Mr Chairman Sir, except the Regional 
Govert}Illent revises ~d improves its 
educatjonal policy it will have left out the 
frequent emphasi~ the Minister of Education 

· has always made on the good policy of the 
Govemment as far as education is concerned. 

~ Mr Chairman, I beg to move the amendment. 

Mr Utonii: Mr . Chairman, Sir, even ~ 
though we are not professors of _zoology in ' 
the University College, we can still reason· 
out things. (Laughter). · The educational 
policy of the Western' Region is a machine 
policy. We have beerj asking this Govern
ment to establish more technical schools 'and 
training colleges for these children but they 
will never listen. Last year thr'oughout the 
Western Region there .were 3,000 failures in . 
the primary schools. They were not allowed 
to repeat. Neither were they allowed to 
take entrance examinations to secondary 
schools even when parents were prepared 

~ 
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t'o pay their fees. How rnuch more the 
secpndacy schools'? The academic standard 
is so ' hopeless that you will be ashamed 
when you hear them speak. And these boys 
are so rushed out of school that when they 
leave ydu find that they are too young to go 
back to the land. We have very often criticised 
this Government about this· Standard Six 
education policy. We want them to revise 
it to give our boys better footing. (What of 
the,Eastern Region?) . . The Eastern Region is 
better in that · sphere. · This Government 
knows that its educational · policy has a lot 
of faults. The boys have no opportunity 
or, rather, the parents have no . opportunity 
to see that their children · are taught aright. 
I am happy however that the·. educational 
policy has fallen for tlle first .tiffie into the 
hands of a man who can think well and plan 
better. He should replan this bad policy. 

·Now let me come to the teachers-· -the 
tutorial side of this policy. I have very 
often brought before this House the plight 
of the teachers in this country. I do not 
want to say that only the Western Region 
is having the fault. Tl)e fault is throughout 
the Federation. (Tell your people in Lagos). 
Teachers are· professional men who have 
undergone four yea:t:s training ~ourses in 
teacher-training colleges. 'Most of them 
depend on passing examinations, burning 
their mid-night · candles, passing their 
General Certificate of Education (four subjects 
at advanced level) or the Higher School Certifi
cate examination, with the result that when 
they do. pass and receive no further encourage
ment from the Government, they resign 
their posts and · look for · other jobs with 
the' mercantile h~uses or the civil service, · 
who are prepared to give them bigger 
salaries. What do you expect these teachers 
to do in' the circumstances? 

In this Western Region I can emphasise that 
the services of voluntary agency teachers are 
not good. It is unfortunate that teachers who 
have · been members of the Nigerian Union 
of Teachers, who have found themselves as 
good boys of the Government, have left their 

· pther members in the Nigerian Union of 
Teachers and continued to go about with the 
Ministers for personal gains. I still say that 
if the Government wa"lts to have the stan.,. 
dards of educational policy made better, more · 
efficient, with primary schools and secondary 
s'chools, the lot of the teachers must be 
irriproved. You should give them higher 
initial salaries and higher maximum salaries. 
Unfortunately, Mr Chairman, Sir, teachers in 
t~acher-training colleges and grammar schools 
are 'not encouraged. . Give them improve-

ments. Give them in-service allowances as. 
done in Ghana. It is advisable that -the 
Minister should visit Ghana. There he will 
find that teachers are given identical condi
tions as workers in the Civil Service. 
Unfortunately, teachers have lost confidence 
in the Nigerian Union of Teachers. The. 
leaders of this association lobby the Ministers 
for personal gains. .; 

Mr Esua is an example. He has been sent 
overseas for international meetings, scholar
ships given to his children; but men have lost 
confidence in him. I .·am very · happy that 
the policy of our education is ·now in 'the 
haiids of a professor. I hope he will do ·his 
best t<:> improve their lots. ,, .. 

•' 

Now I want to talk about retiring benefits. 
I know some teachers who r-etired two years 
ago and,· till now, they have not got their 
retiring benefits. ·I know that · when · the. 
Minister of Finance was Minister of Education 
he helped a mari who found difficulty in get
ting his retiring benefits: , I feel that teachers ,. 
under voluntary agencie~ should be advan~ed · 
with some money when they retire to keep' 
them going until the preliminary arrangements ~ 
about payment of their ·benefits are being 
made, that is, from the time they retire till · 
such time as their payments are ready 'or :.: 
worked out. ..~,, ., 

I appeal to· all the Governments · of tile 
Federation. The teachers have been ~ ill 
used for a long . time. This is an impolfant 
issue and I do not want the Governments ''to 
take it lying down. ·The Governme.lits 
should realise that these men make u.P. · 
n1tion and as such they should be 
encouraged. I support the amendment. 
Mr Utomi sat down and· Mr 
Minister in the Minis~ry of ft'ducation~as. 
walking across to the Minister of Education)r: 
Can you answer those · questions l · ·· 
raised? (Laughter). · Then answer 

•. 
Mr J. 0. Awopeju: Mr Chairm~, 

beg to oppose the ' ··amendment '·· s 
from the Opposition ~ide of ·this 
namely, that the sum of £s be 
the sum allocated to . the , 1vm11:s~~ 
Education. Mr Chairman, Sir, ·I 
members of Opposition are not sincere 
themselves, otherwise Jhey· should 
able to see the progress being 
sphere of · education in ·this 
hear). I would have expected them 
the sum allocated, if at all they cannu~ 
Motion here to add to the sum. 
be reminded that the best system 
finance is that which secures the maximum 
social advantage from the operations 
ducted by the Government. As stated 

. 



. .525 ., 1961-62 Appropriation Bill 11TH APRIL, 1961 Committee of Supply , 5'26 
[MR AWOPEJU] 

:( 

Dr the Hon. Hugh Dalton, "The only 
·economic · test · of · the 'productiveness' 
of any expenditure . is its productiyeness 
-of economic welfare, and public expenditure 
-on education and health, for example, is 
<>ften productive of greater economic welfare 
than private expenditure on luxuries, or 
even on new capital goods." Thus it is 
'obvious that what is exrended on health and 
education will ultimately yield . maximum 
Social advantage to the Community. · 

· I . congratulate this Government for. the 
way it has brought up its educational policy. 
It is in such way that ,the individual can 

·enjoy the m.oney invested on · education. 
It is in "'such a way that the individual can 
improve his lot. . Inequality of incomes gives 
rise to inequality of' opportunity. The policy 
-of this Regional Government is so framed that 
inequality of opportunity i$ removed entirely. 
It is cancelled out and evecy young boy or 
girl is given an ·· opportunity to have free 
education. ·· 

·· Mr Chairman, Sir, I would say that 
having regard to this fact the money which is 
. voted for the Ministry of Education, namely 
"the sum of £7,264,870 is productive and th~t 
Government . should , be commended for 
voting such a good sum on the item of educa
tion because without education the country 
will produce rogues and vagabonds ........ . 
{Interruptions). Now, Sir, I think a Govern
ment which indulges in a policy of increasing 
the fortunes of the . fortunate while impover
ishing the poor and thus perpetuating a social 

·--order which is already horizontally stratified 
· should be abhorred. But by voting such 

·a heavy sum of money on education, inequality 
<>f opportunity for youngmen is obviated. 

. · Not only that; these boys should have had the 
foundation upon which to build so that they 
could ,,even . graduate on their own. So, 
Mr Chairman, I ; would say that the amend
ment moved by the Opposition cannot be 
·accepted .for it was moved from no constructive 
motive but to spite this Government and, 
at the same time, to show that they are only 
unappreciative of what.; this Government is 
doing day . and night, even for the NCNC, 
but for which every honest man outside 
this Region praises this Government. -I 
wish the, Opposition would have learned 
their lesson and criticised constructively. 
Many of them are addicted to drinking and 
I think they are members of the Bachanalian 
fraternity. .(Laughter.) ' · Mr Chairman, Sir,. 
I beg to oppose the amendment. 

,1 •• • 

~·~. 

Mr Chairman: Order. For the benefit •. 
of n~w Members in this House, the idea of 

filing an amendment t~ any head' of an item 
does not necessarily mean that that item is 
going to be reduced by ·that · amount; it 
simply ·gives the proposer or the persons 
who suggest it the opportunity to speak on 
that particular item. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr C. 0. Olamigoke: Mr Chairmari, 
Sir, I am supporting the amendment to 
reduce £5 from the Head. Quite frankly, 
one would have loved to laud to the sky the 
efforts of this Government in respect of its 

. educational policy for this Region, but a 
careful study of the educational policy of• 
this Region will show ·that a very great 
blunder has been committed. 

The education of the young ones · of this 
'Region is really very important, particularly 
to this side of the House. There is nothing 
wrong in your secondary education, but 
your primary education is a failure altogether. 
(Opposition Benches: Hear, hear.) You ·are· 
reckoning with those children who · pass the· 
entrance examination to King's College, etc., 
but ·they are not children of your primary 
schools. They are children in the Modem 
Schools. Although there · is a circular that 
Secondary Modern School Lea·vers should 
not take these Secondary School-examinations, 
they do take them. It was the results of the 
pupils in the Modem Schools you . reckoned . 
with as a fair result and not those of Primary 
Six boys and girls. The only redeeming 
feature is that we hope that the new Minister of 
Education, who was incidentally, the loudest 
critic of this primary educational policy will 
be able to re-organise the educational policy 
of Government in respect of Primary Schools 
in this Region: In these Schools, built by 
the Western Regional Government . all about 
the Region, I can assure you that you can 
only find cockroaches, lizards, etc., inhabiting 
them. In some schools, in an attempt to 
get children into these schools, they admit 
children without t ransfer certificates. This 
is the snag of your primary education. 
Now·, the suggestion is, re-organise your 

'primary education in this .Region. (Inter
ruptions.) 

Mr Chairman: Order. I think han. 
Membirs will ''realise that the policy of 
the ··Government concerning all these 
'Ministries has been argued and debated. 
Nothing, however, prevents l\1embers from 

·touching on the policy of the Government 
on each item of head in the . Ministry but 
we shall not make this a forum to start all 
over again. 

Mr Olamigoke: These prim~ry schools 
are not well looked after. The scho:lls are ill
equipped. (One Member: windowless!) 

.· ~ 

\ 
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(Laughter). The children of this Region learn 
·in very difficult conditions. I understand 
that there are allowances of Ss per child and- · 
£10 per teacher annually.~· This nioney is not 
wel~ spent, at least not to ' the best interest of 
the children they are meant for. These are 
the. points I want to_ make. Our primary 
schools need to be re-organised. 

Mr Chairman: Order. This appears 
to . be another convenient time to adjourn. 

· We shall resume in this Committee of Supply 
at 8 o'clock tonight. 

Sitting suspended at 2.05 p.m. 
Sitting resumed at 8.20 p.m: 
(The Deputy Chairman in ·'the Chair). . 
Mr I. Edeki: , I would like, Mr Chairman 

Sir, to say that the educational policy of this 
Region is the soundest ..... . (Opposition 
Members: In the whole world) .... .. in the whole 
of the Federation. This is the only ··place 
where you have free primary education and 

·where you have education for independence. 
In the East, free primary education was 
started but never succeeded, and even now it is 
by instalment. In the North, people are not 
thinking · about free primary education at all 
and very many children have no schools to 
go. In the Federation, they are toeing the 
line of the Action Group Government of the 
West~rn Region. A Member of the Opposi
tion s~id. that failures in the primary school 
examination are not allowed to enter 
Secondary Grammar Schools. I think that 
this is a lie. (Mr Amadasun: Mr Chairman, 
on point of Order) ...... That is not true. 
(Mr Chairman: · The hon. Member should 

. continue· his speech) ...... Mr Chairman, that· . 
is not true. If failures in the primary 
schoo~ ex[mination passed entrance examina
tions to secondary schools, they will be 
admitted, so that it is wrong to say that 
failures in the primary school leaving exami
nation are not allowed to .enter secondary 
modern schools or grammar schools. The 

•. · Western Region is the only-place )Vhere you 
have secondary modern schools, and this 
type of schools c1tered for poor parents. 
There are some parents who cannot afford to 
send their . children to secondary grammar 
schools on account ·of the fees. The Govern
merit is to be congratulated for catering for 
·people of avenige.means. 

· In the Western Region, you have 168 
. secondary grammar schools. I think the 
• Government of the Western Region ought 

, to be proud of that achievement. When the 
Action Group party started to hold the reins 
of Government in 1952, the number of 

secondary grammar schools was not one-third 
of the present number. Within nine years, 
the party has established many seco~dary 
grammar schools in order . to · cater J or 
secondary education. In this Region ' there 
are so many technical schools_ and institutes 
to cater for the demand for technical educa
tion. I think this Government is 'to . be 
coiigr~tulated on this ~chievement. · 

Teachers .in the . Western Region are the 
happiest in the whole of the Federation. 
(Opposition: No, No!) Salaries are paid in 
time and they are given all the amenities and 
encouragement they want· in order to be able 
to do their work very well or satisfactorily; so 
that if anybody says that teachers are not 
happy, that man is misrepresenting them. 

I "'~: 

In the Western Region our educational 
system catered for the need of the poor. 
It' is not right to say that the standard . of 
education is falling as the performances of · 
the children of the Western Region are not -~ 
worse; even they do better than those childrenr 
belonging to other parts of the Federation .. 
Also in the· University College, lbadan: here 
we have more Westerners than Easterners. "1' 
That is a point to show that our educational 
system is as efficient as ,ever. 

With these few remarks, I beg to oppose 
the amendment. · 

Mr W. Aghahowa: Mr Chairman, ~ · 
associating myself with thy colleagues on 
side of the House, I wish to say that in . this. ·· 
country, Sir, where demDcracy i~ accepted as · 
way of life, money earmarked ·for any 
should be spent on that item. A sum· 
£150,000 set aside for a technical school JC?r 
Benin has up to today not been implem~nted~ 
(Opposition Members: Shame,· shame). · 

A simil~r bigger amount was also . . 
for the improvement of Edo ' College but, 
day what do we see? That amount is stilt 
used. About one and a half years ago, 
former Premier of this Region· visited 
Benin Divisional Council. The Benin'' 
sional Council ·set aside a sum of 
£10,000 for the building of a·~ 

. School, but the Premier dissuaded the vVW,l~J.J. ' 
from using that money for the .purpose~ 
had been a council in the Y ol']..lba arei:i':tmle: 
council would have been lauded to 'the 
(Opposition Members : Shame; shameS 

Not long ago, the Minister ·of Edticaw• 
appointed members to serve in the. Backw'1! 
Area Scholarship Scheme in Berun DiVisib 
What happened again? . That Board 
awarded one scholarship. · .. :" (OMuszrurn" 
Members: Shame, shame). · When 
einment started the idea of Modem ,1;;1ww,y,;:;; 
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~~.np secondary modem schools were opened agr~e th.at this Government deserve~ .to be:· 
in my constituency. A year later this Govern- ·pratsed m a ~ay, as far as- the provtston of 
ment hurriedly closed up these schools; all for the funds 1s concerned, but w~ , should . _ 
what? (Opposition Benches: Politics). ask ourselves w~ether we ~re gettm~ valu,e _ ·, · 

. . . · , . for the expenditure. It IS one · thmg to 
'Yell, my C~uncll set astde m our last year. s find the money to set up the system, but 

Estimates a sum ·of,£1,500.for a scholarshxp when all that has been done we should 
scheme. 1', What happened ag:Un? This ' also tum back and ~~k ourselves whether 
amo~t was not approved by? this Gov~~- the money expended is producing the desired · 
ment. , On . 'Yhat :. ground. (Opposztzon result. I think that the honourable the -
13enches: Polt.tzcs.) , , Minister of Education will agree with me 

·I think the time has now come for ~bl that if we throw away politics we will know 
.Minister of Education to change his present that we are not getting the desired result 
outlook because it . is the bounden duty of from the free primary education. The 
the Government to extend ameniti_es oil. faults are there, and I will this night put 
an even proportion. But' simply because various suggestions to the Minister which ·I 

·these proposals were meant for the people of hope he will consider in good faith. 
t~e Midwest, they must be killed. (Opposi- 1.. take the glaring causes of the failure of 
twn Benches: Shame, shame.) the primary education. The common 
· We of the Midwest have lost confidence belief is that failure is due mainly to the 
in this Minister~ Even the adult education automatic promotion. That is what the 
·scheme is not even known in my area. And . common man can easily say. Some say · 
for what reason? (Opposition Benches: Poli- . that failure is due to lack of qualified teachers 
tics). . .. .. at the time the system was introduced. l 

I want the Minister to change his outlook don't agree tha~ they are the most serious 
·in so far, as the . Midwest is concerned. It causes of our failures. These are the causes. 
is surprising that a Government which praises . In the past it was the responsibility of the 
its educational system ·as the best in the whole · various Missions to help in the education 
of Africa should have the effrontery ofsetting of our own children both at primary school 
aside a.huge sum ofmoney.- without spending level and at secondary school level. . You will 
it for the purpose ·for which it was earmarked. find that in the present system the influence 
With\~.these •· _observations,· I support the of the .l\:'lission is completely removed an~ 

amendment. ,.. , ,'- . ~ .. our Mmtster and the Gc;>Vernment have not 
·, 11 been able to find out this effect on · the free 

. Mr ~~· ·. E .. Okum~gba: Mr Cha~~.an primary education. The responsibility for. 
Sir, th1s I~~ Item which I !n:end to cnttcise efficiency has been shifted completely from · 
constructively. In my opm10n any matter the shoulders of the various Missions . and 
connected with · education should not be transferred to the Government . Now what 
brought into politi~. (Opposition Members: is happening? . If there are.' any Mission 
Tell the1!1-)· : For this reason I ?e~ leave of schools, it is the responsibility of the Govern- . 
my honourable. Colleagues on th1~ ~Ide. of t~e ment to pay the teachers; it i~ not the 

. House. ~ot . to · mtr.9duce any politics mto It. concern of the Missions whether the teachers· 
Now, Sir, .when we find that the Govern- are doing their work well. It is the d:uty 

ment has achieved: any · measure of success of the Inspectorate Department to find out 
·· as far as the. running of free primary education whether the school is running well. · 
. 'is concerned we ~will be good enough. to say it, If yo~ throw your rrl.ind back to consider 
but when we find that there are glanng faults the old system, you will find that the Missions 

:. Government should : be good ~nough to took great care to ensure efficiency in the 
\ ,acce.pt ( those ' ~a?~ts ··and ~o thetr best to schools. If ybur primary school was not~ 

. c~nstder,,.the cn,.ttcis~s which we offer. doing well, you are called to question by 
' · .. In the first · phice, we all agree that the Government an~ for this reason you . are . 
.. · Government which has been able to earmark forced to do anything possible to improve 

.' a sum of over £7 million for the running of the school. But in the present system, the 
education in the Region . deserves some responsibility that was formerly on the shout
measure of praise as far as the provision ders of the Missions · has been transferred 
of the funds for the running of the system and placed on the shoulders of the Inspec-

. is concerned. I agree that this Government .. torate Branch of the :Ministry of Education. 
tried .in a way to find funds for the running You may not consider that a serious draw

,of free primary education and has succeeded back in the educational system, but I can 
to a certairi · extent in ' maintaining . this assure you that if you find out a way of giving 

.· 
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the various Missions some share in the 
responsibility for efficiency in the running 
o£ these schools, instead of leaving them 
to look forward to the Government to 

, supervise the teachers, there will be greater 
efficiency. 

Another cause of failure Is the examination 
set for these boys at the end of the primary 
school course. At the end of the first six 
years it was found that the boys who did 
the primary school leaving examir.ation did 
very well and percentage was high indeed. 
Now we are all aware that if you are a teacher, 
it depends on how you mark the papers if 
you want the boys to pass. If .you feel 
that those whom you. want to pass will pass, 
those will pass. To t~ it, therefore, that 
the system is very successful because over 
ninety or over ninety-five per' cent of the boys 
were successful in the primary school leaving 
examination and to use that as a criterion for 
judging that the system is successful is not 
correct. · 

·As a way of checking these schools, if the 
Minister of Education will see to it that the 
examinations set for the primary school 
leavers are conducted in such a way that the 
boys who are capable do pa.ss and those who 
are not capable fail to pass the examina
tion, then, . with the · result of the various 
schools which can be checked, the inspector
ate Department can examine those schools 
that are not doing well as revealed in the 
r.:!sults of the primary school examination. In 
tl}is way we shall solve the problem of those 
schools which are not doing well. I think 
the Minister of Education will change his 
opinion in this matter and look into the 

. matter of organising the primary education 
examination in a proper way. ' 

Another cause of .failure is the adminis
tration of the schools by many councils. 

· The Minister of . Educ1tion announced 
that there was a saving of £! million in the 
vote for education as a result of the recent 
inspection by the Minister of Education. 
you will agree with me that the people 
responsible for the wastage of this amount in 
the p 1st have been the Councils that are very 
badly run; instead of getting the required 
number of teachers in a particular school 
they employ any number because the salaries 
of the teac?ers will be paid by the ·· Ministry 
of Education. What is more serious is the 
way they administer the grants received 'for 
the building of schools. Th ~ grants are 
~eceived and, if I may say so, misappropriated, 
and instead of building the right type of 
schools with t~e money sent by the Ministry 

' 

the money is diverted to other directions .. 
So that one chief fault in this system is the 
weakness of the councils as a body helping , 
in the administration of primary school 
education in the ·· Region. If · our able 

\. Minister will take this matter into considera
tion and rec:munend the necessity of 
transferring this responsibility from the 
cou.ncils to the Inspectorate Branch of his .,. 
Ministry, there will be a great change. ,I 
don't believe that these councils are helping 
us in any way. I will appeal to the Minister 

' to do something .new that will bring some . 
measure of efficiency in this direction. 

I come to the Inspectorate Department itself. 
If the primary education will be successful, ., 
we must do something to that branch. You 
will .agree with me that it will be 'impossible 
for us to achieve any measure of success 
with the Inspectorate staff ·as at present . .. 
Now the. number of sch1ols to be inspected 
has increased consider. bly. The number 
of secondary schools is also increasing. 
The very fact that the Inspectorate Branch is. 
giving greater attention to the inspection of 
primary schools is in fact lowering the 
standard of inspection in the secondary 
schools. you will find that there is much to 
pe done in the Inspectorate Branch. It is 
impossible for th ~m to do any useful work 
·with the limited' staff at their disposal now. 
It is therefore. my recommendation that 
instead of expanding s ~condary modern 
school education we should set up primary 
school education at the Primary Six' level so ' 
that secondary education can be handed over 
to the Missions and private bodies. I have ' 
my reasons for making . these suggestions. 
If instead of spending money by way of 
building grants. and for salaries of teachers 
in the secondary modern schools, ard if this ·· . 
responsibility is shifted from the shoulders ' .. ,, 
of the Ministry, then the money for the 
building and staff will be diverted to the , 
Inspectorate Branch so that they can concen
trate on the inspection of free primuy '.'!1 
schools. · I think by so doing we will get 
better results. 'When this is done and the · 
free primary school e9ucation system . il? ··: 
perfected, then we can from then on be able 
to say to 6urselves that the attainment of the· '; 
Primary Six pupil can b~ easily equated to ' ,, 
the attainment of a Standard Four boy 
according to the old sy.stem. . ~ . ' '- · ,. 

If our boys have ·to .remain in school' for 
• .· . •• l'; 

SIX years, · we want to see that:· they: · dp . 
good work for the first six · yelrs, so that'the ·· 
attainment of th! first six years should be l:, 

equal to what our boys used to attain ill ·" · 
Standard Four of the old system, so that those ·,\ 

. who are not satisfied with that education, 
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'should they like, could go to the secondary 
~"""modem schools which are run by the Missions 
:and private bodies. ·~ 

. ~.;. This system can be successfully run by 
lowering the fees in the seconda.ry modern 

I schools so that they will be at the reach of the 
_rich and tl-.e poor .. where they can go to 
'improve ·· their education. · I hope that the 
·Minister of Education will take my criticisms 
in "good faith and get down to his desk as a 
scholat,' as he has always done, and thin~ of 

. •some . ways of bringing about some radical 
r · ch~ges · in our educati?nal system. · 

f'' Mr N. A . .A:dibi: Mr Chairman, after all 
'it is very encouraging that at" last we are seeing 
some ray of sanity coming t9 these Members 
opposite and so the .hon. Member who has 
just spoken gave $Orne suggestions, thougl;:t 
some of them may be faulty; which may be 
regarded as characteristic ot the Members 
there. · . 

Mr Chaiq,nan, Sir, one hon. Member has 
spoken that in his own area he has never been 
given . Free Primary Education Scheme. 

An Opposition Member: No member 
has said that here; he spoke about the Adult 
Education Scheme. ·· 

~ Mr Adibi: Mr Chairman, Sir, if the 
hon. Member is somebody who is very much 
interested in the educational progress of his 
people, he should have urged the Govern
ment, or whoever is responsible, to introduce 
tbe., Adult Education' Scheme in his area, if 
the accusation is . correct. · 

Thanks to the We~tern Nigeria Govern
ment for its help in educational development 
in Oghomosho in particular, and Oshun in 
general. . J,. • •. ·' 

Secondary modern and Primary . schools 
'Yere _es!ablished all over th~ area. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, all these schools receive 
financial assistance from this Western Nigeri~ 
Government. This only shows . bey'onq 
reasonable doubt that this Government 
piaces a great premium on the menhil 
emancipation of the masses of this Regiop., . 
and you ought to know that when mentally . 
emancipated, tremendous opportunities lie 

. before you. 
Sir, there is however an inconvenience 

suffered by most of these schools through 
administrative process which may never 
have come to the attention of the han. the 
Minister of Education. It is this: Grants 
paid by the Regional. Government for the 
payment of teachers' salaries and fees for 
Government scholars are never receiv.ed. 
in time by the schools' affected. I think . 
Sir, that something should. be. done to ensure 
prompt and regular payment of various grants 
made · to all grades of schools in this Region. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, for its . educational 
policy the Government of Western Nigeria · 
ought to be cong.ratulated. 

And with these few remarks, Sir, .I 
oppose the amendment. (Loud cheers from 
Government Benches). · 

The Minister of Education. (D·r S. :b. 
Onabamiro) : Mr Chairman, Sir, I rise ·to 
oppose the Member of the Opposition who 
moved an amendment to reduce the vote of 
the Ministry of Education by £5, and in 
doing so I would like .to answer very briefly 
the points raised by Members. We on this 
side of the House do not claim that the 
educational system in Western Nigeria is the 
best in the world; what we do claim is that it 
is the best in the Federation -of Nigeria. 

.. (Interruption: Where do you come from? 
·· Are you from ]jaw? No, he comes from 

Oshun Division; no wonder; it is the · hon. ' 
Premier's constituen~cy !) 

The honourable Member gave an analysis 
of the number of secondary grammar schools, 
modern schools arid primary schools now 
in existence in Ondo and Benin Provinces. 

. Mr Chairman, it is a good thing for us not 
to block our eyes to the educational develop-

, nient of the Government of this Region. 
We have to praise the Government for the 
help which it has given to many Divisions of 
this Region. I am going to cite, as a particular 
example, Oshun Divisi6n. In Oshun area, 
if you want to talk of schools there are 
Teacher · Training Colleges in Iwo, Ede, 

.. Ejigbo, · Oshogbo, Ogbomosho. Secondary 
Schools · are established in the following 
towns :-Iwo, Oshogbo, Gbongan, Inisha, 
Oyan, Igbajo, · and two at Ogbomosho-the 
Ogbomosho Gramni.ar School and . the 
Ogborriosho Girls' High SchooL 

s 

'· 

Some secondary schools were opened by 
private people who are trying to use it as a 
trade. Someone - 7 or some people applied 
to open 'a secondary grammar school; one is 
a. carpenter and one is a tailor, and they want 
to build ' a secondary grammar school. I 
r.efused and I told them to go back to Benin 
and consult the Local Authority or any other . 
Voluntary Agencies. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, another criticism was 
levelled against this Government by the 

· han. Mr Utomi. He . ~;aid that there were 
' 3,000 failures in the seco'ndary modern 

school examination taken last year. Mr 
Chairman, Sir, about 19,000 candidates took. 

f 
' .. , . . " 
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the ·examination and only one-third failed. 
That was not so high. We can say that the 
percentage of failure is not too high. Fur
thermor~, Sir, those who failed the examina
tion had the privilege to repeat. May I say 

. that the Western Region is ~aring for teachers 
' more than any other 'Region, because in this 
Region there is a Terms of Reference 
Committee; this Committee is appointed 
with a view to reviewing the conditions of 
service of teachers and making recommenda
tions concerning their improvement. If 
teachers proved their mettle and are recom-

- menqed for awards under regulation 17, tney 
can be sent to Universities so t4at they c~ 
be qualified_ as Graduates. Teachers also 
h.ave the opportunity of being promoted to 
the extended scale. For these ~three reasons 
it is no longer correct to say that the Govern-
ment does not care for teachers. . 

The Hon. Olamigoke raised the question of 
teachers who retired and were never paid 
their retiring benefits. The Ministry would 
like to expedite the payment and the release 
of money to teachers who retired, 'but teachers 
who have worked in other Regions of the 
Federation made the p3,yment. difficult. 
One specific case of which there was delay 
was because t}:lat particular teacher had 
taught in a Lagos school and until the 
Government of the ;Federation took action 
we were prevented from taking action. 

Mr Olamigoke said that standards in 
primary schools are deteriorating and the 
general results ar~ poor, but let me quote 
some statistics from only three primary 
s'chools in Ibadan. I mention this because 
the hon; Member is in Ibadan town: You 
are free tomorrow to take your car and check 
up yourself. St. Luke's School, Ibadan, sent 
in thirty-eight candidates to . sit entrance 
ex~inations . and eighteen of them were 
admitte~ · to secondary 'schools. In Local 
Authority School, Mokola, 64 per cent of 

· the primary school children gained admission 
-to secondary grammar schools this year. A 
third one, Abadina School, scored 67 per cent 
entry to secondary grammar schools, taking 
account of the three streams in the school. 
(Alhaji Opaleye: Point of order. Order 27. 
It will be out of order for those who benefited 
from free primary education to criticise it.) 

The Member from Benin ~ raised two 
important points about Edo College, Benin, 
and Technical Institute, Benin. I have to 

~ .. ·' say that it has not been possible to get a new 
.site at Benin for the expansion of Edo 

College. A site has finally . heen. found. 
It has peen surveyed and plans have been 

. drawn for the school buildings~ 
The Technical Institute, Benin, is ·also in 

a similar po:>ition and plans have been drawn 
up by the Ministry· of Works and Transport' · 
and .construction of the new buildings will 
start 'during the current year. 

' Finally, Mr Chairman, hon. Okumagba 
has raised a very important matter. He hl,\5 
recommended that we should go back to the 
system of education of the old days whereby 
the building and management of schools fell 
squarely on the shoulders of the Voluntary 
Agencies. How could we go back to the 
days when education was suffering from three 
grave shortcomings, when .there were . not 
enough schools for children in the Region 
when there was no uniformity in the payment 
of teachers? Some teachers may be . well 
treated by their Voluntary Agency Managers 
and others may not, to 'the detriment of the 
children. - Thirdly, when there was' dis
crimination against the admission of children 
of Muslim or · Christian parents. · I hope . 
hon. Okumagba does not want us to put the 
hands of the clock back twenty yeais. I feel 
that the present system whereby there are 
schools for all children, uniform conditions 
of service for all .teachers, and prospects of 
advancement, is the best for this Region. 

· With these Sir, I beg to oppose the 
amendment. 

Amendment put and negatived. 
Question that the sum of £7,264,870 for 

Head 329-Ministry · of Education-stand •· 
part of the' Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 706-EDUCATIO;N BUILDING GRANTS . . .. . 

Question proposed, t¥-t the sum of £595,500 · . 
under Head 706-Education Building Grants 
-stand part of the Schedule. · 

Question put and agreed to . . 
•' . 

HEAD 725-MrNISTRY oF EpucATioN 

OTHER NoN-REcD-millN:r ExPENDITURE 

Question proposed, tliat the sum of £39,400 ~; 
for Head 725-Ministry of Education-stand -' · · 
part of the Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD, 330-MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND 

SOCIAL WELFARE · 

Question proposed, that the sum of £1,928,270 
for Head 330-Ministry of Health and 
Social Welfare-stand part of . the Schedule. 

Mr 0. Olai~an: Mr Chairman, Sir, . I 
move that Head 33{}-.-Ministry of Health 
and Social Welfare-be reduced by [.5 • . 
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Chief Osuntokun: Why 
looking at me? (Laughter). 

are you 

Mr Olaitan: · May I ~ay that it is ridicu
lous ·for any Member 'to suggest that ·the 
Western Region Government has not done 
any work . in the Region, and that ·medical. · 
services have not been eXtended (Hear, hear) 
but I·want to make.the following suggestions. 

, The Minister will agree· that in some places in 
this Region most of the patients die before they 
can receive medical attention. This happens . 

·especially in some . remote areas where 
medical services are not extended. People 
die of some illness which could have been 
cured . if there were medical facilities. The 
Minister will agree with me that in .. his own 
town, Imesi Ile ..... ............ .. 

Chief Osuntokun: I do not come from 
Imesi Ile. . (Opposition Benches: From where? · 
You want to deny your home?) Mr Chairman, 
if he wants me to corre<;t him, I come fr9m 
Oke Imesi Ile. · 

~ 

(Opposition Benches: It is the same.) 

. Mr .. · 'otaitan: Re says he comes from. 
Oke Imesi Ile. He will agree that if a man is 
sick at Oke Imesi lie before he is removed to 
Ifaki · he · will die. I want the Region to 
establish . mobile hospitals in rural areas,, 

. . 
I want to make special reference to Ilesha. 

When . the Minister came to ~Ilesha we met 
him and told him that the town as a whole . 
was suffering; from medical attention · and he 
told us that grants were . being paid to the, 
Wesle~y Guild Hospital in Ilesha . . I think 
tha,t is not a solution to the problem.' In Ife 
we have the Seventh Day Adventist Mission 
hospital and at the same time ·this Govern
ment is providing another hospital, and Ife is 
not bigger than Ilesha. I am saying that the 
Govel:nment should consider the building of 
a general hospital at Ilesha, so that many 
people will receive medical service. 

I will mention too the question. of infectious 
disease. ·~ l feel that the Infectious Disease 
Hospital, where · people who are suffering 
from smallpox go, should not be put in 
the charge of local councils; people who have ·. 
infectious diseases should be taken outside the 
town 'and should not be left in the heart of the 

f' town. ' I think the · Ministry should not 
· leave this important aspect of a hospital to 

local councils. The Ministry should take 
action: . 

. I like · f"O touch · on the point of Midwives. 
The .Minister J"las said that there are many 
midwives in the Region carrying on private' 

~ ~r ,. 

practice. One would agree to that,' Sir, but I 
feel that the Ministry is not paying particular 
attention to the supervision of these midwives. 
Now, for instance, in some places they ;have · 
opened maternity centres and are carrying on 
the job and as. a result some people have died 
because of lack of treatment by some unquali-: 
fied midwives. We all know tci'o that . mid
wives, where they can, go to the medical 
field. And I think the Minister will' take 
appropriate steps to see that these midwive$ 
are properly trained. , 

The Minister will agree that it is part of his 
'functions to. see that the integrity of this 
Region is maintained. , . One would find on 
the roads, and in the streets, mad men at 
times. I have had the misfortune of 
witnessing when a mad man was on the 
road and, accidentally, the other car following 
me knocked down the mad man, and the · 
driver was taken to court. 

I like to mention an interesting point about 
social services. I think once the Minister 
is responsible for social services, the next 
thing is to implement social .amenities. 
There is a ·certain social menace in this 
Region which the Minister· should try ·· to 
combat. That is the question of certain 
foreign machines. I mean · the music 
machines introduced into different shops. 
And invariably, schoolboys · go there and 
drop their shillings, and these foreign shops 
they call Nigerian Music Company Limited. 
In actual fact the music theyhave is gambling 
(Interruptions). · · ' 

The Minister will · be interested to hear 
that in Ilesha, for· example, which 'I am 
familiar with, so many schoolJ:>Oys don't go 
to school at all. They go to these places to 
earn some money, and at t imes they steal 
their father's money. ' · 

I like to mention a very interesting point, 
and I won't like the Minister to say that it is a . 
personal matter. Now, every , precaution 
should be taken in this Region to see that 
prostitutes are never allowed in the streets:. 
They made such strong bye-laws in Akure -. · 
Council and they were able to drive "away 
prostitutes. I don't know whether they 
have in Abeokuta. · I am not trying to 
criticise the Ministry that it is not efficient. 
But I am trying to make the suggestion.~ .... 
(Interruptions). If the Minister could devise 
a means of controlling · these people ...... I 
notice these people are professionals in one 
form or the other. I 'think that if the Minister 
would take proper action in a place like Ibadan 
the Minister would be doing a very good 
service. Because, in. IleshaJ for e?Cample,· 

,, 

.•. 
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we. · ~now . that these people are troubling us · 
·and w'e take measures to urive them out. 
Now; we can't drive them away from Ibadari; 
I know that. But I think it will be a good 
thing if you can do what· they do in Paris: 
for example, they have a system by which 
t_hese people are allowed to go to 'hospitals for 
medical treatment to see that the boys ·who 
go to them are safe. · · 
· With these remarks, Sir, I beg to support. 

. M r E. 0. Imafidon: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I rise to support the amendment to reduce · 
the . Head by five 'pounds. What I want to 

· say is that this Govern.nent is full of vindic-
tiveness. ! • · 

Mr Olaitan: Order 19 Sir . . I don't see 
why the Chairman is not follow1ng the Order 
of the Day. 

Mr Chairman: Mr Imafidon gave his 
narp.e ··actually·. before Mr Olamigoke. It 
is · a slight mistake of the Leader of the 
Opposition. 

Mr Imafidon: · What I want to say now 
is that I appreciate the improvements already 
achieved in the Benin General H;ospital. B.ut 
nevertheless, Mr Speaker, I would mention 
that one of the nurses in the Benin General 
Hospital was transferred away from the 
hospital all because her husband was an 
NCNCer. And so, ·automatically, within a 
given notice of less than two weeks she had 
been transferred. · 

This is very unfair of the Action Group 
Government of the Western Region. There 
was no reason to be advanced for the with
drawal also of the · scholarship awarded her 
other than that her husband had been nom
inated as an NCNC candidate. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, what I have to say 
about the Ministry of H;ealth is not much; 
it is that the Government of Western Nigeria 
should not satisfy only one side. Vast sums 
of money being voted year in and year out 
are being put in a particular area of the Region. 
~Fire them! Fire them!) : 

I beg to support~ 

Amendment proposed. 
I 

Mr · C. 0. Olamigoke: Mr Chairman; 
Sir, I would like to .commend the efforts of 

· the , Regional Government · for building 
a hospital in ·each Division. But · after a 
careful study of what is going on in these 
hospitals one will be disappointed to note 
the amount of corruption in these hospitals . 
I will therefore recommend to the .hon. 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare that 
doctors are banned from private practices 
and I would like their pay to be increased in· 
order to discourage them ·from these fouf 
practices. I will cite an instance when a 
patient had a serious case of strangulated 
her!lia, and he was rushed to the hospital. 
Instead of the doctor taking immediate actioni. 
he was not answered until some amount of 
money was demanded and paid before · ihat 
patient was treated. Some· nurses, in these . 
hospitals are indulging in telling patients that 
the patients cannot receive any good medicine . 
in the hospital unless .they come to the nurses· 
at home. That is why I am suggesting that 
the pays of the doctors ) a11d the ·nurses are . 
raised in order to discourage them from ' · 
indulging in foul means, 

. . . 
In my own Division, · Okitipupa Divisi~n ! 

there are.many children who need the atten~ ;. 
tion of the So~ial Welfare . Officers. We'· 
don't know that this Ministry. is existing ' at , 
all in Oki.tipupa Division, hence I would 
suggest t\at a branch of this Ministry is estab·- ~ 
lished at Okitipupa so that the Welfare Ut11cers 
do not have to come to Okitipupa Division 
from afar again. · . · .· · · :' · t: '~,. 

:, \.. . - .. ~ 
I would also like to' suggest that; . 

orphans in this Region are given ·free ' 
ment; for it is just b::>gus when you say 
medical treatment" and children 
treated freely; because evert the 
of four months are not treated 
Government. This is a . 
attitude. There are· certain sets of teacm!t 
who are treated freely while other 
for their treatment. For instance, the 
government teachers receive free" .1-rP·<>..,..,.., ... ,,.f 
but voluntary agency tea~hers pay; 

They should be prepared to treat all the 
people in the Western Region equally and 
not to treat those that come from the Y oruba 
west as·Yorubas; in other words; they should 
not be tribalistic in their duties. There are · 
few maternities in the Midwest area. There 
ought to be ·at least . two health · auxiliary and 
nurses' training schools in the Midwest area. 
Money . approved' for services of the Region 

treatment. , . .. 
That . is why I am surrrroo."f-iinrr 

amount of £5 be reduc.ed from 
\,,1 

M r G. I. Oviasu: Mr 
I. rise to suoport . the runendment ' 
that Head 330 be reduced by £5. .. .· 

Thehospital services of the Western 
is for every part of the Region, and every part 
of the Region is entitled to amenities. 

leave much to be · desired. . rtl:tet m<>re: 
I substantiate the points. 
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In some · of the hospitals in the Western 

Region you will find that the services are 
most inadequate (Government Benches: 
Where?). I think it is because the Head of 
the Ministry is, probably ignorant of matters 
relating to his Ministry (Chief Osuntokun: 

-He , is going to withdraw your licence). 
' . . .. \ ~ -. ~- ,., . . 

·. In• the whole Region,. Sir, there is not a 
·single hospital ruri by Government having a 
. blood bank. ·That is a· very sad situation. 
There ~re many cases in whl.ch lives have 
been lost because not a single hospital in this 
Region has \ a blood . bank. In in~ernal 
haemorrhage and all cases in which blood is 

.. lost, we do .require blood for transfusion in 
, order to save the life oCthe patient. It is 
. onlY.· the University College Hospital in this 
Region that , has a ·:· blood bank, and one 
Missionary hospital ' which is working very 

. well, and which is at Eku near Sapele; and yet 
this ; Government comes to boast that they' 
·are providing health' services in all parts of 
the ; ·Region · when; ')n _actual fact, these 
hospitals . are . ·nothing better ' than glorified 
dispensaries (Hear, hear). . : 

o'f • • t J. t •' . l';~:) :· .,· , 

Not only that; Sir.~ Of.alLthe .hospitals in 
tlie Western .Regioi{' not up to fifty per cent 
have ,X~ray plants; .and we know the · use of 
X-ray,. in modern: ,treatment . . ,. It helps a 
medical practitioner; to diagnose · diseases 
accurately: When y~u put a doctbr in , the 
bush and you"dmi't pro~ide him wl.th X-ray; 
how then can you dpect: him to diagnose 
diseases . a~curately and help the patient? 

. I am happy that orie of the Ministers is a 
medic.al practitioner, but see him there given 
a wrong portfolio as a Minister of Chieftaincy 
A:ffairs! -1 Because ,.the present holder is so 
ignorant-:in matters· relating to .his portfolio, 
he does not , know/ the conditions of these 
hospitals. ~ . : .. (Interruptions . from both sides 
of ,the.k.House) ...... Mr Chairman, I pray, 
protect me from interruptions. 

. ' ' Mr Chairm'an, Sir, I . am doing my work 
for wvich I am paid. I have not insulted any 
Minister. I am only criticising Government 

-Ili~asures. No 'Member on the other side 
of the -House under parliamentary privilege 

· does not go so low•to launch personal attacks 
1·on Members of the Opposition. But ,I tell 
you we· shall leave no ground unturned and 
we shall not hesitate to hurl appropriately or 
vigorously to irresponsible Members on· that 
side (Government Member : Oviasu). 

Everyone knows the use of a laboratory, 
the importance of a laboratory in any hospital. 
I am telling you, Sir, that not up to thirty 
per cent of the 'hospitals in Western Nigeria 
is equipped with a laboratory. They have no 

.. 

medical laboratory technologists, no appara~ 
tus, and so most of these doctors just go. on. 
guessing, with the result . that they cannot 
diagnose any disease accurately. I am sure 
one doctor on the other side of the House can 
tell you that. (Laughter.) . . 
· Not only that, Sir. Drugs are always_ 

short in these hospitals. The medical store 
at Ikeja is the distrib~tor of drugs in -Western~r 
Nigeria. There are instances where hospitals;~ 
will send for drugs and for three · or ,four 
months they don't get drugs and then the· 
patients are . suffering. These are .. things 
that will engage the attention. of the Ministry· 
of Health and Social Welff!re, and I appear 
that these sad situations are quickly amelio
rated. 

Also, Sir, we have observed i~ this Region 
that people who have not trained in .. either 
medicine or pharmacy are invading these 
two professions. There are lots of . quack 
and illegal practice&. I think the be'st way 
to check this is for the Ministry of Health 
. to appoint • inspectors. . The Pharmacy 
Ordinance provides for inspection of premises, 
and Police ·Officers, not below the rank of 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, can . go 
into . any premises · to check illegality and · 
quacks, and also go into the . field where 
people carry out illegal practices. I am sure 
if this is done it will be to the best interest; · 
not only of the citizens, but also to Members 
of the medical profession and the pharmacists. 

In the whole Region, - Sir, there is not ~ 
single Pharmacy Inspector. That is the 
practice, Sir, in every civilised part of the 
world. · 

-I' should lil{e to say, Sir, that there is a 
diffe.rence between pharmacy and medicine. 
In Eastern Region the Pharmacy Division 
has been separated from the Medical Division. 
But here in Western Region the Pharmacy 
Division is made to operate under the Medical 
Division. I am suggesting that · immediate 
steps should be taken by . the Minister of 
Health to separate .. the Pharm:acy Division · 
from the Medical Divisio'n and put a pharma
cist as administrative head · of the Ph~rmacy 
Division. 

Mr D . K. Olumofin : Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I beg to oppose the amendment.. .... (Inter-
ruptions) . · · . 

Quite recently, footballers from Ghana 
refused to play .on a so-called stadium some- .
where in the Federation and even threatened 
that they would not· come to Nigeria unless 
they were allowed. to play on the Liberty 
Stadium in Ibadan. This is an evidence of the 
brilliant achievement of the Ministry · con
cerned. I would also like to tell Opposition 

,· ~ 
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. Members, who do not know, that the Liberty 
.Stadium was built at a total cost of £521,050. 
This stadium covers an area of 35,000 acres 
and is sited on a beautiful p~norama. Presum-
ably. it . is because some of the Members 
opposite have no interest. in sport that they 
fail to appreciate this tremendous achieve
ment. 

· Hon. Members· opposite are always very 
forgetful of the facilities provided by the 

. Regional 'Government. They forget that we 
" have 'free medical facilities for children of 

,eighteen and under . . They forget that the 
Government has built a hospital in all Divi
sional Headquarters ·and is now · starting ~o 
build one each in every large town and 
village in Western Nigeria. ·~ 

For the information · and ~nlightenment of 
Members opposite, I would _like to say th~t 

·in the. 1954-55 financial year, the Government 
provided . thirty-seven hospitals, .which rose
to fifty-nine in the 1958-59 financial year. 
And yet an hon. Member opposite, Mr 
Oviasu, said this is · no progress. Besides, 
maternity centres benyeen 1954-59 rose from 
167 to 296, while dispensaries rose from 257 
to · 358. The criticisms advanced . by 
Members opposite are therefore not only 
immaterial but . destructive, hence Mr 
Oviasu does not find anything good in what 
Government has done. · · 

· Before I resume my seat, I would like 
to appeal to the hon. Mil'lister .of Health 
and Social Welfare who knows very well 
the difficulties encountered in Akoko with 
regard to her hospital; an,d . I should be very 
appreciative of .it if ~ll.e hon. Minister con
cerned would make a statement on-the taking 
over of the hospital ih Akoko, to allay the 
anxiety of the people. 

Mr Chairman, I b~g . to oppose the 
a.rrlendment. 

· Mr R. 0. Arcola: I would like · to point 
out the ·fact that . in every Division of this 
Region there is a hospital. · Contrary to what 
an hon. Member opposite said, I would like 
also to affirm that Government. provides the 
facili.ty of free medical treatment for children 
of eigh~een and lirider, and I would like to 
know of any instance where any child under 
eighteen has· • been refused free medical 
·treatment. 

Apart from · th~ · cxi§ten~e of gne ~~neral 
hospital .1h · evet'Y b iv!sional Headquarters ~ 
there are also · maternity centres and dis
pensaries scattered all over the Region, 
besides Missionary hospitals. · 

If anybody does not appreciate these 
facilities, it is not because this Government 
in general and the Ministry· of Health and 
Social Welfare in particular has not done its 
job, but it is because such per~ons 'are lacking_ 
in appreciati?n of virtue. · 

M r A. A. Babayemi: Point of order~ 
Order 29 (4). "During a sitting all Members 
shall · be 'silent or shall confer only in under
tones." I am sorry to say that hon. Adisa 
has been throwing his hands and feet about . 
in the air as if he is in a Northern market or '. 
Alkali Court. · '< 

M~ Chairman: Not hon.'Adisa parti~~
larly but also most hon. Members sliould be 
warned. (Shame, shame). . ' ' . :1 · · . . . . ~' 

Mr Areola: I am. asking the hon. 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare to 
please consider very seriousiy the expansion . ' · 
of maternity centres in my area in addition to 
tlu! general hospital. The fact of the · case 
is that in some parts of my district, · some 
places are. about sixty miles 'to the General 
Hospital. Apart from that, when the pre- · · 
sent maternity centre was bui!t in Ikole 
m~ny people living very far away in the 
district moved into ·Ikole, which factor now 
makes Ikole a very large town. I am, how
ever, asking the Minister of Health · to 
include in his next development programme 
the possibility of making further expansion o~ 
the maternity centre in the area. 

Mr J. o: Omokowajo: Mr Chairm~,-1 ·. 
want to make very constructive criticisms in . 
support of what hon. Members on this side .. · 
of the house · have already said concerning · · 
X-ray facilities. I would like to inform the ;;,, 
Minister that X -ray is no treatment and ought '. 
not to be paid for by patients. It is' only a ,. 
means of diagnosis. I would also like to men-·~' . 
tion further that the conditions of. service· of ,'' . 

. X-ray Technicians should . be· improved ~ 
because it· is not a job anybody can just ·take ... 
up without necessary training and hope to do ·~ · 
well. · It will be a joy for. everyone in 'the.: 
Region if the Minister of Health and Social ·j· 
Welfare appreciates that X -ray servi~e is a., ~ 
means to an end and not an end in itself. :_.:.· · 

We from Okitipup~ very· much appreciate 
. the Pt:esence of the I;>ivisional Hospital 

Okitipupa, but there is one other thing which 
want this House to think about,and this is 
constituency of my 'hon. " Fxi~nd on .·. . 
Government Bench, Mr Akingboye. . In the 
first pl~ce1 the people are all op water. · 
Before a pregr1ant womnn could gg frc;Jm 
Atijere to Okitipupa it would take her five . 
hours. You can just imagine the condition . . 
If it is possible, I suggest the experiment of ~ 
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hospital-on water. If the Minister will please 
consider it, such an amenity will encourage the 
people. 

I come now to the question of rabies in the . 
Western Region. I thinlt rabies, as you all 
know; is a very, very dangerous disease. 
If it is a question of increasing· the votes, it 
must be ·done, and you should please make 
arrangements, if possible in the next Session, 
to make it a law for all the dogs in the Western 

. Region to' be .inoculated against rabies. Many 
of you will not know' because you will not 

. get out of your cars . . If all the dogs are in
oculated against · rabies you will see that 

. within a short time it will be possible for 
the Health Authorities to wipe out rabies. 
Mr Chairman, Sir~ I have been to several 
hospitals in the Region and in the whole of the 
Okitipupa hospital; there is not a single 
microscope. It is used to diagnose. It is 
my wish that all the hospitals in the Western 
Region should be supplied with microscopes. 

Now, ' I come to leprosy. Many of ·you 
rejoice because you are free from leprosy, and 
perhaps yo~ live in Ministerial quarters. 
Some of the leprosy inspectors go to the bush 
to collect money from poor people, whereas 
the treatment of leprosy is supposed to be free. 
It will be my joy to see that all the Leprosy 
Inspectors . in . the Region are instructed to 
carry out the good work of this Government 
because -I know that these drugs are given 
.free because the lepers should be treated free. 
The Minister should see to it that lepers are 
not exploited. ·· 

(The J\.1inister of Health and Social Welfar.e . 
rose. HmJe you finished?) I • have not 
finished. For instance in the case· of a man 
from whom £25 was demanded, 'such people 

· still go back to the "Babalawos" ~because they 
cannot meet the demand made upon them. 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I would wish to mention 
the question of the employment of labour-in . 
Okitipupa hospital. Some Action Group 
"big guns" in the Region just write names of 
labourers and give them to the doctor. 
Both the Action Group and the NCNC 
should be made .to enjoy the work a~d given 
equal treatment as to,labour. Mr Chairman, 
Sir, even the salary of £3,000 for the Minister 
of Health is too mush (Laughter from 
Opposition Benches). I knew him as a pupil 
teacher. · Now he earns £3,000 and also 
£75 a month from the ·poor people of. this 
Region. · (Opposition Benches: Fire! fire!) 

Mr Chairman, I beg to support · the 
amendment. 

The Minister of Health and SoCial 
Welfare (Chief J. 0~ Osuntokuil): (Loud 
cheers from the Gopernment Benches.) Mr 
Chairman, Sir, t should begin by replying 
to the various ·points raisecl by hon. Members, · 
starting from the hon. Member from 
Okitipupa. ( Qovernment Benches: The pupil 
teacher from Okitipupa.) May I express the · 
hope that MemberS"' of the Opposition will 
listen and .that there will be no howling. The 
hon. Member from Okitipupa said he knew 
me when I was a pupil teacher. I never had 
the misfortune of ever meeting him. Before_ 
I became a Minister, as a teacher in one of the · 
best secondary schools in this country, I 

· owned my private car-. I was a senior service 
man in my sight. (Cheers) (Opposition 

, Som~body else mentioned it just now and Benches: That has nothing to do with this 
I .know you :vill not like it. That is the matter). Mr Chairman, I have forgotten 

_question of private practice by doctors; and the name' .of that ·animal which howls· (Loud 
I am telling you that if you go to a doctor in - ~nterruptions from Opposition Benches),. 
the hospital he will tell you, "there is no · Mr Ovi~su: Is he suggesting that the 
·medicine; you better see me at home". hon. Member ' is an animal? (Opposition 
One day I · asked the doctor, "Are .. you Benches: He should withdraw). 
richer than the Government in such a way MrChairman: I would like to draw the 

· that the medicine. which Government attention of hon. Members-to Order 29 (4). 
- cannot buy the doctor can buy it?" It has "During a sitting all members shall be silent 
· been done in the Eastern Region. Private or shall . confer __ pnly in · undertones." ' · . , 

practice should he banned. You wUl not · 
be the first Government to ban private Chief Osuntokun: I hope Members o~ ~ 

.. prll;ctice in this country. . I think the doctors' the other side will bear with me. Whenever 
' pay packets should be increased and· that any Member on their side is making an 
private practice should be made illegal. . allegation, they list'en well' for him to finish, 

. There are some people without a pound but when it is time for any of us to reply to the 
who go to the hospital and the ddctot will ~llegation or criticism, they start to laugh 
demand £25- before any operatjon is per- a,nd laugh. They all start laughing. Mr 

. formed. I am. talking of Okitipupa (Interrup- Chairman, Sir, I feel the last speaker was, a 
tions from Government Benches). When you little rude in his speech and I would suggest 
talk less I shall speak. that .he should be asked to withdraw. 

·-
; I 
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(Opposition benches: Withdraw for what? No, 
no) . 

' ' 

He even, of course, did not know what to 
, say, and appeared beating ··about the bush. 
The question of dogs. · It is our policy that 
dogs with rabies are segregated for others 
so that they do not infect the other dogs. 
Of course, I have had no report of any 
serious outbreak of rabies but I would like 
to say .that the medical officers concerned are 
doing a lot of good work in this regard and 

· most ··of the dogs are almost completely fre~ . 
from. dise:ase and we have been battlirl.g · 
against tl tis · disease. fie spoke- of micro
scopes and he said that he had visited many 
hospitals in this Region. As far. as this 
statement is concerned, I cannoJ say for sure 
how many hospitals he has visited in this 
Region, but what is true is that the Okitipupa 
Divisional Hospital is certainly one of the best 
hospitals in this Region. If this is so, if this 
hospital is equipped with an X-ray department, 
if · there is an X-ray ·department · in this 
hospital, how can this hon: Member come to 
this House and say that there is no microscope? 

Then he spoke on the question of lepers. 
I must say that if lepers are allowed to move 
about with other people, then it will be the 
fault of their relatives . because there is a very 
large leper settlement in the Midwest tp 
which all these people are taken and ·where 
they. are given very good and adequate treat
ment. 

, He also complained about private practice· 
by medical office~;:s. I have often said in this 
House that it is the duty of both Government 
and Opposition Members not to discriminate. 
It is the duty of the Members here, as 
representatives of the people, to report 
anything which they · think is not good to the 
Police, my Ministry or , myself, and I can 
assure them that I will look into the matter. 
But it will not do coming here only to make 

· ~hese allegations. The Opposition has a 
duty to help the Government all along in 
these matters (Hear, hear). 

Turning to the allegation of recruitment 
of labour in the Okitipupa Hospital, I must 
say that this is none of my business and, as far 
as I know, nobody goes about holding or 

·wearing either the NCNC or the Action 
Group. badge in order to be considered for . 
employment. It is not the policy to ask a pros
pective labourer to what party he belongs 
before he i~ considered ·for recruitment. 
l thifile what obtnh'ls is thnt worlcers employed 
should be suitably fitted for the work they are 
engaged to do. No report has come to t:nY 

notice that Action Group -party member
ship is a gateway to employment ,in any 
part of the Region. I have only spoken of the 
statements which I · know. That is what r·. 
know. 

\ ' 

The next one is the Member- Mr Areola. 
I assure him that the Government 'will take 
note of his views and that considerable sym
pathy will be given to the views which he has 
expressed; but, at the same time, I should like 
to let him know that most qf the projects are 
controlled by local gover.nment councils. 

The hon. Member for Owo North II men- · 
tioned something about Akoko Hospital 
being raised to to a general hospital. May I · 
say that the Government will come tp the aid ·: 
of the local government councils by way of 
financial help. Ikare hospital was built and run 
bY: the local.governme11t council. I can assure 
the hon. Member that my Ministry has taken 
steps to come to the aid of these councils 
and by these steps the hon. Member will be 
convinced that we are doing our best. ·A 
medical officer has visited this ; place and 
what we are waiting for at present is the 
PWD site plan. We have asked them to 
give us the approximate cost of building 
it, with operating centre, an , X-ray depart- ·. 
ment, etc. As soon as we receive the neces- · 
s~ry approximate cost from PWD we will 
be in a position to begin work. . . 

The hon. Member for. Benin Central and 
the other Member from Benin City ...... As 
a matter of fact, Members frorp Benin City 
are alway~ in the habit of making false . 
allegations. They have developed a · habit 
for de_liberate falsehoo~ in this House. :,,~· 

Mr G. I. Oviasu: On point., of 0 
Order 27 (5) "It shall be out of ox:der ·.to 
use offensive and insulting "language aboht 
Members of the House." 

(Government Benches: Where is the .·, .~ ...... ,.,J':'-< 

in this .statement?) ... (Sit• down, si( down). -._,,. 
(Opposition Benches: Withdra·w, withdra_w). 
The Minister has just implied that we 

telling lies and that is an · enough 
H~ must withdraw it, Mr Chairma_n. 

Mr Chairman: The Honourable 
Minister of Health, please continue. 

Mr Ov'iasu: · Is that a ruling? 
(Government 'Benches: Are 

the ruling of the Chairman? · 
do not know anything). , 

Mr Oviasu: I shall not sit down until . 
the Chairman has made it clear whether lie 
has ruled. Is it in order or out of order for r 

the Minister to uo0 thoso offei\oiv® words? · 
If it is in order, say; if not, say.· I still refer 
you to· this ·Order. 
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Mr Chairman: · What the · Minister was 

saying does not constitute offensive language 
(Hear, hear). 

\. 

. Chief Osuntokun: The allegation is that 
a Nursing Sister in the Benin City Hospital 
was transferred from Benin Hospital just 

· because her husband is an NCNC man. 
Not only that; he alleged that a, man's 
scholarship · was . withdrawn just because his 
people are NCNC supporters. The truth 
of this allegation will be weighed · when it is 
remembered that hon. Oviasu is a strong 
member of the NCNC, his wife is a pharma
cist, and she has not been. worried at all. 
In the first instance, the scholarship being 
withdrawn is · not a matter for me but for 
the Ministry of Education who awarded 

· the scholarship. Secondly, as far as I 
know, no Nursing Sister has been transferred · 
because of her ·husband being an NCNCer. 
Speaking of the Nursing School, 'we have 
only one centre in Ibadan, and there all 
candidate_s from the Y aruba West and 
Midwest are trained. It does not matter 
how many students are taken in from the 
Midwest, or any other part of the Region. 
Students are taken on merit, and· when 
they complete · their. . six months course 
are .sent back , to the .. place ·of their first 
recruitment. '· So that the question that . 
Midwest is being discriminated against 
does n9t appear to arise. This allegation is 
most unfounded. ~ .. : .... ; (Interruptions). 

There exist the Asaba hospital, the Benin 
hospital; and there ax:e three others. If you 
add these hospitals to the hospitals in the 
Midwest your will .get· twelve hospitals; and 
what do we have in the rest of the Western 
Region? W'e have fourteen hospitals-Ikeja, 
Abeokuta, Ijebu-Ode, Shagamu, Ibadan (I 
will count Ibadan as two because of the 
Adeoyo Hospital and the Jericho Nursing 
Home), Oshogbo, Ogbomosh,o, Ado-Ekiti, 
Okitipupa, .Akure, Ondo and Owo Combined 
Hospital. Altogether there are fourteen 
hospitals, arid then you have Mission hospi
tals at ' Ilesh~, Ogbomosho, · and one local 
government hospital at Akure. Altogether 
there are eighteen hospitals against twelve in 
the Midwest area, and still they are complain
ing. And . as far as revenue derivation is 
concerned, we . contribute more . than ,two
thirds of the revenue of this Region. 

~ 

The Member for Okitipupa Division made 
a serious comment about private practice and 
all the rest of it. · The advice which I gave to 
his friend also stands for him. May l say 
that there has been a lot of free medical treat
ment in this Region and that children under 
eighteen years of age are treated free1:y . 

.. 
' 

' Even in the United Kingdom, which we · 
always admire, which we always follow, I 
have not seen a .. completely ' free medical 
treatment in practice. How much less 
Nigeria, which i~? comparatively · a poor . 
country! . \ 

. Mr Chairman, there are- just two more 
points which I would like to deal with~ 
Hon. Oviasu made a vile, :vicious and mali-
cious statement ........ . 

Mr Oviasu: On point of order. Mr. 
Chairman, Sir, Members of this House are 
referred to by the name of their Constitu
encies. 

Mr Chairman: The hon. Minister did 
not say that the man was vicious . It was the 
statement that was vicious. (Opposition 
Benches: Ha, ha, Mr Chairman). Members 
should be referred to by their Constituencies. 
(Hear, hear.) 

· Chief Osuntokun: Mr Chairman, I 
agree entirely with him. The difficulty we 
often experience is ...... (Opposition Benches: 
Louder please). The hon. Member for Benin , 
Central has made certain vicious, vile and 
malicious statements which can only come 
from .. .... (Interruptions). He came ' out by 
saying that SO per cent of the hospitals iri this 
Region are without X-ray Departments and 
that just about 70 per cent are without labora
tories. There is nothing farther from the 
truth than this. I do not know how many 
hospitals the hon. Member has visited (Inter:
rupti01is) ... : .. That somebody is a pharmacist 
does not make him an expert in medical and . 
health matters. New hospitals which have 
been built in this Region from 1952 to · the 
present time have always been equipp~d with 
X-ray Departments and Laboratory Depart
ments. (Hear, hear.) The old ones, of 
course, have been provided, and those which 
have none have been provided. An example 
is that of Bad~gry Hospital. 

The Minister lias been accused by the hon:. 
Member for Benin Central of not knowing 
what an appa,ratus is. Well, with due respect 
to him and Members; including Members on 
that side, some of them who have read any 
Constitutional Law know that a Ministe.r 
need not be an expert before he becomes a 
Mini"ster; that a Minister of Health need not 
be a doctor to become. Minister of Health. 
According to the usual parlance, Minist~rs 
are .......... . ............... . (Interruptions). The 
Ministers get whatever they want by way 
of ·expert advice from their officials. And 
his own duty is a ·question of broad pqlicy. 
I c~nnot be expected to perform an operation 
or prescribe medicine for. people who have 
developed coughing, and all the rest of it. 
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,
1 Then, Mr Chairman, he also referred to 
blood bank. I agree with him that Govern
ment has not yet got a blood bank in, the 
Region. (Shame, shame.) What is shameful 
in that? When you are right w.e say so. 1We 
have not got a blood ·bank but we, have an 
alternative arrangement by which these things 
are · carried out. ·People who suffer from 
internal haemorrhage need - not fear. He 
a1so said there is a · shortage of drugs in ·all 
the hospitals in this Region. That has not 
come to my knowledge. I think' the han. 
Member from . Benin Central is merely 
looking after his own profession. He is 
a pharmacist. · (Laughter.) . 

. Then, he also said that the Chief Pharma
cist does not travel. If he had taken the 
trouble to come to me I would pave explained 
to him that the Chief Pharmacist does travel; 
in fact recently he has t.l;'aveiied ali over the 
Region-Benin, Al;>eokuta, etc.-chasing 
around those fraudulent pharmacists, patent 
medicine sellers, druggists, and so on and 
~o forth, who deal in illegal injections. My 
Chief Pharmacist has been going round 
pr9secuting the people, and those who have 
not been prosecuted yet will soon.be brought 
to book. (Interruptions) .... .. I do not think 
we nee~ to draw a distinction between phar
macy and medicine. A doctor and a 
pharmacist work hand in hand in drugs. 
The doctor prescribes and the pharmacist is 
expected to give out the medicine. It is a 
sort of conveyor .belt. And yet, Mr Chair.;. 
man; they say they are all pharmacists; they 
all know their. profession. 

' · The last Speaker, 'Member for Ilesha 
Central. ... .. (Interruptions). Some of the 
points which have been made by the han. 
Member for Ilesha Central are quite good but · 
I should like to say that I know that lawyers do 
not necessarily indulge ..... . (Interruptions} ... 
.r •.• elements of geography. For instance he 
made a reference to my home town and then 
I corre~ted him and he said if somebody had 
been . sick from Oke Mesi before he was 
brought to Ifaki he would have died. (Inter-
ruptions). That is no excuse that you should 
not be familiar with the simple elementary 
~owledge of geography of this Region. 

. , He complains about Ilesha not being given 
a ·general hospital. May I say that he is 
possibly misinformed. In the first instance, 
Ilesha . hospital . is a Mission hospital-· 
Wesley · Guild . liospital-and by· common · 
agreement, we have reached n decision with 
the authorities whereby we give them, during 

i th.e ~F~ve-Year .Development Plan, ·£40,000 

. ' 
for development, and that is as good · as 
building a completely new hospital. : (Hear, 
hear.) ·' . 

Mr Chairman, Sir, may I say that befor~ 
any ·centre is opened by · any midwife, the 
Government has a laid down policy which 
must be conformed with. • ' · . l 
· The question ofinsanity 'referred to by the 
Member for Ilesha is one beipg dealt with 
~t Abeokuta in the Aro Hospital. · . 

The last speaker ' spoke about gambling. 
Well, I don't know much about gambling, 
but there is a Yoruba· adage which says that 
"Ole lo mo ese ole to Iori apata". (Opposition 
Benches: Say it in English). "Set a thief to 
catch a thief." 

Mr Chairman Sir, I beg 'to oppose the 
amendment. 

Amendment put and negatived. 
Question that the sum of £1,928,270 for 

Head 330-Ministry of Health and Social 
Welfare-stand part of the Schedule, put and 
agreed to. ·. · '. 

HEAD 707 .-SJ,>ECIAL MEDICAL . . 

' DEVELOPMENT 

Question proposed that the sum of £93,720 
for Head 707-Special Medical Development-
stand part of the Schedule. · 

Question put and aweed to. . .. 
HEAD 726.-MINISTRY OF HEALTH • 

AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
:. . t~ .. . . ' .. 

(OTHER NoN-RECURRENT ExPENDITURE) ·, 
. . 

Question proposed that the Stf.m of £48,070 , 
for Head 726-Ministry of Health and Social 
Welfare-stand part of the Schedule. 

'Question put and agreed to. 
Sitting suspended at 10.55 p.m. 
Sitting :resumed at 11.40 p.m. 

.HEAD 331.-MINISTRY OF HoME . ..n..l'JNUJru:) 

Question proposed that the sum of 
for Head 331-Ministry of Home . 
stand part of the Schedule. 

I 

Mr S. A. Layonu: Mr Ch~irman, 
I rise to move an amendment that the 
of £5 be deducted from Head 331, 
of Home Affairs. Mr Chairman~ 
moving this · amendment, these .. are · 
observa~ions. . . . . . 

. . ~· ~ 

Local Government Police are under 
Ministry. The Ministry does not · 
the .Local Government Police at all. 
effect is that members of the Force . coJmn<~c". 
that their salaries are lower in 
those·· of the Nigeria Police, 
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Somebody has suggested ·before that the 

name Local Government Police should be 
changed to Western Nigeria Police. I think 
that in order that our Police may not think 
of. inferiority complex, and in order that 
many people may not think that - Local 
Government Police is inferior to Nigetia 
Police, the name should be changed to 
Western Nigeri&. Police and they should be 
given adequate substantial salary-. 

Now, it is ·alsp the responsibility of the 
-- Ministry of Home Affairs to see that corrup-

tion is scrapped out in the Western Region. 
(Government Benches: Police are not corrupt) . . 
I dqn't say that police are corrupt. I will 
not like any Minister to put in my mouth 
what I have not said. 

Mr Chairm,an, Sir, I think that if at all we 
, , are to fight for the progress of the Police our ' 

Ministers should be the first to do so. After 
all, there is no Mirlister's car in which you will 
not find a Policeman. They maintain law -

i•. 

f•J I 

~ r l.. . • 

and order. .. . · 

Mr Chairman, ' Sir, · cdrruption is very 
rampant in . this Region, from the highest 
class to 'the lowest class. · Mr Chairman, it 
takes many forms; such as .. bribery, nepotism, 
influence, etc. Iri whichever form it takes, 
it is a .fatal · disease" which is .. eating deep 
into our · society .,from the highest to the 
lowest class. It should be stamped out 
completely. 'With. these remarks, Mr Chair
man, 1 beg to m<;>Ve. 

Mr J. A. Ajuwon: Mr Chairman Sir, 
I rise to support the amendment. I also 
like .to draw the attention of the Chairman to 
. · ......... ; .He'ad 331. . (Government Benches: 
You better speak in Yoruba). Listen first. 
You are spending . £5,840 to protect the 
Minister's .quarters, 'whereas the Minister is 

.. living at Oke-Ado and lyaganku. "He is 
not living in any quarter and yet this Govern
ment pays £5,840. This is a clever role in a 
clever sense. (Several Government Benches: 
Withdraw, withdraw.) 

Mr - 'cliairman~ What did the bon. 
Member say; Glever' rogue or clever role? 

: · Mr . Ajuwon: Mr Chairman, I said 
· '~clever :· role". I .Will spell it r-o- 1- e. 

(Laughter.) 

Mr Chairman, referring .to 'the question of 
the Police, they are using these Policemen as 
agents in order to suppress the Opposition· . 
I must say this : that the Minister in charge 
will agree with me that even the office of the 
Police has become something like the Custo· ·· · 

·mary Courts in which there ate certain . 
undes.irable elements. 

Another point Sir. A retired pensioner 
Senior Superintendent of Police, . Olu wole 
had a compulsory retirement, and yet this 
Government renewed his service and called 
him to be Superintendent-General of .the 
Local Government Police. The purpose is to 
try and help the Action Group in Ibadan in 

. order to win the local government election~. 
Another point, Sir. I want the Chairman 

to take notice is the entertainment Allowance 
for the Minister. This Minister has £3,000 
per annum as.his salary; he also has £145 as 
entertainment allowance. He has never 
entertained anybody in his house. (Laughter .) 

Mr Chairman, on the question of the cine
ma I want the Chairman to take note ofthis. 
This cinema is taken' to the outlying di'stricts 
just to show to the party of their own. If 
this cinema is extended to all people in this 
Region it will serve the purpose of many of us 
in Ibadan here. (Government Benqhes: 
Minister of Information). 

Chief Adigun: Point of Order Sir. 
Order 22. Cinema show is the responsibility · 
of the Minister of . Information. Surely. 
there must be relevancy in his debate. 
Of course after a short break in which 
Members were found upstairs, one can 
understand the attitude of the hon. Member. 

Mr Chairman: ·Cinema show is the 
responsibility of the Minister of Information . . 
Will the hon . . Member please note that. 

Mr Ajuwon: That is for the information 
of the Minister · c.,f Infoqnation. 

Mr Chairman, the promotion. of Local 
. Government Policemen in this Region is 
another case. It is a question offamily affair. 
They a·re not promoted unless they are 
relatives or families of Ministers. 'fhere is 

" the case · of a person who has served for 
twenty-five years and yet has earned no 

· promotion. 

Another point is Ife Museum. A sum of 
£940,' approximately £1,000, is too m·uch for . 

Mr Chairman, .Sir; ! .refer to £48,500 for 
Catering Rest Houses. I don't know what 
this means. Is it to Jeed the families of the • 
Ministers? £48,500 is too much to build 

· the Museum. I don't know why this 
Governmen should place .£1,000 on Ife · 
Museum.. The reason is this. This £1,000 
is to be . spent on these small, small ·local 

houses ..... .' ...... (Government Benches: Sit chiefs in Ife . ....... . (Interruptions). Yes, it is> 
down, no point). that; that is · your character . . -To . spend 

· I 
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~1,000 for Ife is too much and exhorbitant. 
You can use this money to build Rural 
·flealth Centres and Maternity· Centres for 
Ife and Ogbomosho, if possible. 

Another point is the mileage allowance of 
the Minister in charge. I don't know 

· whether he travels at all. He has over 
£2,000 .for mileage. 'This is really exhor
bitant for a man in Ibadan. He has nowhere · 
to go than to inspect>the offices of the police 
men, and still he is drawing this fabulous 
amount ...... . ' .. (Interruptions). ·I knew him 
w'hen he was a kid. Before he went to 
England he had never ridden · a bicycle. I 
want the Minister to be keen because in the 
Police Stations you cannot differentiate 
Police Stations from the Customary Courts ... 

. Another point I want the Chairmap to note 
is about allowances and salaries of Policemen. 
Our policemen have not got any overtime 
allowance at all. They work from morning 
till night;' they are always on duty protecting 
your lives and your properties ; still they are 

. underpaid. You know, Mr Chairman, these 
_ peopfe look down on the Police. 

I beg to second the ame~dment. 
· Amendment proposed. 

-Chief F. Oputa-Otutu: Mr Chairman Sir, 
I wouid like to make a few remarks. Sir, I am 
reliably informed that · some Ministers in this 
Region have been receiving up to £19,0 every 
month for housing and travelling allowances. 
I have also been informed by another reliable 
source that there is a circular from the 
Ministry of Finance, or perhaps the Treasury, 
to Government depar,tments that they should 
riot submit for scrutiny bills •and vouchers 
submitted by Ministers. . I have to report 
that I was shocked and startled when I got 
this informtltion. I repeat that there is a 
circular from the Treasury that vouchers and 
bills submitted by· Ministers should not be 
subjected for any scrutiny by the Audit 
Department. (Opposition Benches: Skame,) 
Mr Chairman, if this allegation is true, 
and I believe it is true, I would like the 
Treasury to withdraw that instruction imme
diately. (Government Benches: That was 
how you got your cocoa information.) I 
think time shall prove whether the cocoa 
allegation is true or not: You have appointed 
a Commission_ of Inquiry. 

Mr Chahman S1r, I like to emphasise that 
this 'piece of news is disturbi~g.' 

Mr Chairman, Sir, it is a fact that they use 
Native Authority Police in the North to 
surpress political opponents, but in this 
Region a similar action is being taken by 

Members of the Government o£ this .Region. 
I remember that during the last ele.ction, in 
many places in this Region, there were several 
complaints of activities of Local Government 
Police who were alleged to · have ·; rough-_ 
·handled and ill-treated members of other 
political parties., (Where? where?). There is 

.. no necessity for me to mention places. It 
was known that there were general c'omplaints . 
and even in election petitions -references 
were made to the actions of these Local 
Government Policemen. I have nothing in. 
particular against the . Local Government. 
Police. -I will support anything to promote 
their effi,ciency, improvement and general 
well-being, but I will also ·support anyt;hmg 
to bring them under the control of the 
Nigeria Police .. .. .. (Government Benches: (No~ 
no, no.) During the last Constitutional 
Conference there were many attempts by the 
Western Nigeria delegation to regionalise the 
Nigeria Police. That is a fact. I don't 

·think the ho1;1. the Minister of Justice will 
1deny the fact that that was rejected by the· 
_ Conference. · : . , ,. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, it is the wish of the ' 
Opposition that · the Local Gove,~:nment . 
Police, <. all Police Officers, receive fair and · 
adequate treatment from ·eyeryone, and, I 
would not like anyone or this Government to 
use any section of the Police to surpress their 
political opponents. That is the attitude of . 
the present Government of this Region ' to 
continue to use the Local Government Police 
Force . 

Finally, Sir, I would not like this Govern-' 
ment to print ballot papers to be dut;nped in 
ballot boxes. • ·. · 

. -. 
Alhaji Opal eye: Point of Order, Sir, .. 

Order 69 (9). The hon. Member shaH ·~ · 
confine himself to the sub-head or item ::: 
which is sought to be reduced. The hon. -. 
Member is speaking about . ballot boxes; 
Ministry of Ho.me Affairs is not :n::spu:usxo1e 
for the printing of ballot papers. 
down, sit do-y;n.) 

M r Chairman : The vpte ·for the 
toral Commission was passed 
think it is irrelevant to mention· 
about ballot papers. 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: Mr Chain;nan, 
have to accept your correction but I have 
say that we are dealing witQ. the Ministry 
Home Affairs and it is in regard to , 
Printing Division. ~. 

Befote I take my. seat I would like· ·to ·' 
repeat again that if it is t rue that there has . .
been any circular either from the Executive · 
_Council or from the Ministry of Finance that 

< 
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Ministers' bills and vouchers should not be 
subjected to scrutiny, I 'am demanding, Sir, 
that the circular should . be . withdrawn· 
immediately so that we· can be satisfied .. that 
our money is safe. -

Mr Adeoye Adisa: (Prolonged shouts of· 
·"Omobolaje" "NPC") . . The Minister of 
Home Affairs is a son of the soil and I am 
proud ._ that anything I ·say is in the ability 
and natural talents 'of my people. Never.the-

·Jess, as we have been trained to respect the 
principles and rules of democracy, and to be 
impartial .in everything we do, I will only 
make certain suggestions to him so that he 
would carry out the duties of his office. 

. r· . 
In respect to the responsibiJity for the 

Police, I have to say that I have the greatest 
respect and admiration for our Policemen. 
Their duties are so onerous and tough 
and at times when they stray from the path 
of , rectitude they · deserve our sympathy 

·· rather than our condemnation. 
. The only point, a~d greatest point, in 
respect' of Local Government Police is that 

' in a sense · they have been made absolutely 
. subordinate in status ·ap.d quality_ to the 

Nigeria Police. When an han. Member ·· 
said that the-· Local Government Police 
should be taken over by ·the Nigeria Police, 
I was surprised to hear the voice of dissent 
from the Government Benches. The stand
ard . which the · Nigeria Police has upheld in 
this country is of universal respect and· an · 
international one too. 

·It ·is a suggestion 'that the Local Govern
ment Police should in itself be incorporated 
in the Nigeria PoliCe. I was surprised that 
the Action Group again opposed a suggestion 
which is further to raise the status of Local 
Government Police. 

£hie( Osuntokun: They know their. 
friends. 

· Mr Adisa: The Action Group party 
believes in deceiving all people all the time: 
They did not know that this is absolut~ly im
possible. You will S\!e that, from today, if you 
oppose the incorporation of the Local Govern-

. ment Police into the Nigeria Police, you 
' will be most 'unpopular with the Local 

Government Police. First ' of all, we 
are making the case in grades and in salary; 
secondly, for th'e ·raising of their training 
so that they can be properly trained; and 
thirdly, we want them to possess the same _ 
minimum educational qualification as in 
the Nigeria Police; and if I can get anybody 
to oppose ·this suggestion, certainly he is 
the enemy of the Local Govern~ent Police. 

As regards the matter · of trust, I believe 
that we here represent the common, m_an, 
not because we are . rich, not because .we 
have failed .. . (failed the last election?) ... but 
because of our conviction. I remember 
certain Members crossed the carpet a few 
days ago. • . · 

' . 
Chief Osuntokun: You h.av e been beg- . 

ging me that ;you want to cross. · . 
Mr Adisa: I challenge any Member of 

the Government to stand up on .. the floor of 
this House and declare that the hon.- Member 
from Ibadan East Rural has made any sligges
tion to cross over to the Government Bench. 
If you say that I wa:Qt to go to Ogbomosho 
it is true because Ibadan people used to train 
people at Ogbomosho. 

It think it ·is grossly wrong for the office of 
the Superintendent-General of . the Local 
Government Police to be situated in the same 
building' as that of the Minister of Home 
Affairs. It is wrong because. not · only 
should justice be done but it should appear to _ 
be done. This is against elementary prin
ciples of natural justice. It is a fact, if 
not a point, to relate that th~ bond of friendship . 
which exists between the Superintendent
General and the Minister of Home Affairs is 
such that the Superintendent-General may 
take certain actions which have been ordered 
by t_he Minister: 

With respect to the Catering Rest Houses 
which are the responsibility .of the Minister 
of Home Affairs, I have to say that these Rest 
Houses are · too few in the Region and I do 
not see why they should be so, because I know 
that our civil servants are men of character . 
and integrity and if they go on transfer these 
Catering Rest Houses sho,uld be· provided in 
the Region so that many of them should enjoy 
life more abundant. Not only Action Group 
members should enjoy life more abundant. 
Again, Sir, we find that these Rest Houses, 
even the one at Ogbomosho, are eye-sores. 
Some nf them have no door~ . I am sorry' 
if I have to touch the toes of anybody in 
respect of Ogbomosho. 

With regard to the Western News and other 
publicity organs under the Ministry of Home 
Affairs ..... . (A Government Member: Ministry . 
of Information) . . . ! will keep out of .that. 
I know that the· Action Group Government 
xs capable of .errors of omission and 
commission. Nevertheless, I ' leave that for 
the moment. (Interruption: Ignoran._t 
lawyer") If I hear outside this House that 
anybody calls me an ignorant lawyer, I shall 
sue him (Shouts of ''LL.M" from Opposition 
Benches). · 

( 

,- I .· ) • 
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· I ·agree that printing is under the respons
ibility of the Minister of Home Affairs and 
that is why we bring this point about printing 

.. .· of ballot papers. . (Alhaji Opaleye: Order 26) 
(Interruptions: "Read it, read it.") The 
·chairman has ruled that the question of ballot 
·papers ..... . (Interruptions) ("You are wasting 
t . ") . lme ...... 

Mr Chairman: I did rule that Members 
should refrain from mentioning things about 
voting but I will allow Members to speak 
about printing. (Shame! shame). . 

Mr Adisa: Mr Chairman, I can only 
, emphasise in this House that I shall not be 

detarred to make use of my rights in this 
House by any clown. 

Government Member: It is unparlia-
~ 

mentary. · 
Mr Chairman: There are no clowns in 

this House. Withdraw it. 

· Mr Adisa: I do not say there is anybody 
who is a clown. I will go.further and say that ... 

Mr Chairman: Will the hon. Gentleman 
withdraw? 

Mr Adisa: The word "clown" is with
drawn. (Shame, shame.) 

Mr Chairman, I want to make a point that if 
it is true, we want the Minister of Home 
Affairs to inform this Bouse, whether true or 
not, that the Printing Department under him 
prints ballot papers. If so, what security 
measures are taken to prevent anybody from 
making use of these ballot papers illegally 
and without permission? Thirdly, to require 
that the Government should always make 
available to Members 'of this House all 
information at its disposal so that ·Members 
may get information straightaway ft,:om the 
horse's mouth. If we are not being given 
the information that we want, and we say 
wJ"lat we have heard, it is irresponsible of 
this Government ,to condemn us for bringing 
-these allegatio':ls that we have brought. 
That ~s why I say that the Minister should 
tell this House whether it is true that in the 
Printing Department certain civil servants 
were found of taking away ballot papers and 
as· a result certain people have been suspended . 
and further enquiry is ,taking place, so that 
he will not come round as is usually charac
teristic of him. Whether any statement I 

·make now will be expunged from these 
papers and documents which look suspicious 
but affirmative of what I have said, perhaps 
I may get the necessary reply tonight. 

. There are inadequacy of law reports. I am 
tall?ng of printing · and I do not' expect 

Members'·,'on the other side .to appreCiate· 
the right points I am making. ·This point 
is not for them. Their hope is that once 
this money is voted they are all right. Perhaps 
they are here to dream of the- money they 
will get from their vouchers which are not 
subject to scrutiny. · 

Mr Chairman, I beg to support the amend- . 
ment., 

. Mr G. I. Oviasu: I rise to support the · 
amendment. In this I will confine myself. 
to · two items, viz., the Catering.Rest Houses 
and the Festival of the Arts. ·' · 

The Catering Rest Houses· in this Re'gion 
need many improvements. When ·the House 
is in Session, Members take shelter in these 
Rest Houses in Ibadan. · ' · 

Mr Kotoye: Is it shelter alone? 

Mr Oviasu: Here are ;om~ shortcomings. 
The .towels are too old and it is a disgrace . 
that towels of such nature should be put in 
a respectable place like th,at. (Government 
Member: Why did you not bring yours?) I 
paid for it. I must enjoy what I have paid 
for. There is no carpet on the··floor. ·They 
are inadeq].Iately furnished and not decorated. · 
In fact, when we a8ked the .Supervisor in' . 
charge of the reason, he said that there was , · 
no fund. I think the Minister of Home· 
Affairs will look into them. B 

There are eight Rest Houses in the Western . 
Region. J understand that you are opening 
one at Uromi and that it is to have a swimming~ 
pool. It is the only Catering Rest House in 
the Region that has a swimming pool. It ;, 
will be good if swimming pools are attached 
to other Rest Houses. ·i · 

The second point I want to confine 
to is the Western Region Festival of the 
People come from other parts of the Ke:!!H>n~ 'q 
to show Western Nigeria Arts. I think, . 
that it is not enough to exhibit our arts ' 
to Western Nigeria . . We must 
outside. this country. . To start· with, 
go to· other West African countries. 
Minister of Home Affairs should ... v •• ..., ........ ~ 
his attention to that. The Cliairman 
Festival of Arts also complained. I . ,• ' ~~ . . 

Mr D. Ogundirat'l: My, Friend 
Ejigbo said that we fire not <;;11,.1L,;Vl.Uaj5U'·5n~·· 
policemen. The policemen are 
that the Government makes 
better facilities in every sense ' of the 
The hon. Member wants us to 
name of the Local Government ·Police 
Western Nigeria Police. The Constitutionf ·. 
of this country does not allow that; · It will 
be a sad day for anybody, especially .th.e 
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Leader of the Opposition, to come. to this 
place to exhibit greater ignorance. It is a 
very aorrowful point for an hon~ Membl"r not 
to know that Local Go:yernrt'lent Police, .. as 
such; is .. not under. the cont;-ol of the Western 
Nigerian Goverriment, but under the councils. 
We subsidise local , goveniment councils in 
order to s~rve you. 

Hon. Members oppostte me will under
stand that the functions of the local govern
ment police are:-

(1) to keep peace, to maintain law and 
· order; 

· · (2) · to deal with offenders and with 
· rascals. · 

The hon. Member also said that the police 
are corrupt. I have said it on the floor of 
this House that if anybody can come forward 
with positive proof that the police are 
corrupt; ........ (Opposition Benches: Nobody 
said that) ...... . · .. You said that corruption is 

.. found in .... .. (Interruptions). Men like you -
abuse this privilege. · If you know anybody 
who is , corrupt, I can always promise you 
that the police are always ready to help you. 
It is not always good for you to grumble. 

My ·Friend from Ibadan Rural said that 
£140 has been provided for the upkeep of my 
quarters. Many people do not know that 

· £1,840 is a· grant to the Ibadan District 
. CounciL:,, I 'can:· give you the background of 

that in a. nutshell. ' . When some people broke 
into Government quarters where Ministers 
live and . removed some papers which my 
hon. Friend needed· ·,to. : ... . (Interruptions). 

· I carti assure ~you that the provision is 
made to; . .protect. the property of the Govern
ment. "It'will be a good thing if they try to 
learn ·and uqderstand what they are talking 
about because everything· you say is taken 
down. ~ .Now, you . say the policemen an~ 
agents : of the . Government. Yes, the 
policemen -. are agents of the Government. · 
To suppress riots, .to keep law and order, to 
deal with people who will not respect 
law and order in this Region, are the primary· 
. aims of.theMinistry. · 

I am' .grateful to. my friend Chief Ajie 
when he said that some of my friends in 
Ibadan here are,~ .. ~ ..... (Interruptions) . · 

The ' question· of laV\1' and order in this 
Region ·is concurrent and peopie will come 
here and do what 1this Government wants 
them to do. · · · 

The Han. ~M~mber for Ibadan East Rural 
I wanted to · suggest that local government · 
policemen be paid as Nigeria Police.. It 

is always the way of the Opposition to say 
that in order to steal the show. I am not 
denying you that because policemen cannot 
be QtJQeived. Thay know their frienQiil, 

On the questlon oE. training, I cari s~y 
that it is a surprise that my \lon. Friend does 
not . know that we · make the . same · 
qualifications ·applicable in the appointment 
of. policemen-the Nigeria Police and the 
Local Government Police covering the same 
category. At present, a refresher school is 
built at Ibadan here where local government 
police go to do the same course. 

Chief Odebiyi: On point of Order, . Sir: 
Order No. 29 (4). If people are going to 
make interruptions, they should do so in 
undertones . . 

Mr Ogundiran: If there is anybody the 
Government will respect, it is Mr Oluwole. 
He. has served the Government creditably. 
He has 'given good service to the Region. 

The most detestable is the information 
received by my, hon. Friend Oputa-Otutu . 
Oputa-Otutu said he was informed from a very 
reliable source that the Government of this 

. Region issued a circular that Ministers 
will hav~ £120 and that he received informa..; 
tion that Ministers' vouchers should not be 

.. checked. . I am surprised _that he said that 
because ...... . . . (Interruptions) . 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: What I said, Sir, is 
that I was reliably informed that more 
than_ one hundred and ninety pounds are 

. voted for travelling and housing allowances · 
and tliat, Sir, there is a circular from the 
Treasury to all Government Departments 
with an instruction that Ministers' vouchers 
and bills should not be subjected to any " 
scrutiny by the Audit Department! (Govern-· 
ment Benches: Where is the copy? ) I said 
that if this is true I . am _asking · the 
Minister responsible ·t o demand why there 
is any special privilege over such public 
funds. · 

Chief Odebiyi: Before the hon. Minister 
of Home Affairs continues his reply, I 
would like to comment on what has been · 
said by the hon. Member for Aboh. The . 
infonriation which Members of the Opposi
tion always disseminate round is nothing . 
other than to bring Government into 
disrepute. It has J:>een said tliat I, ·as 
Minister of Finance, would so descend 
as to give instructions that a circular should · 
go round Governmen! Departments stating · 
that Ministers' vouchers and bills should 
not be checked, and that the Director of 
Audit . was doing nothing about it. In all 
my life, Sir, my integrity has never been so 
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impugned as suggested by the hon. Member, 
and . I think, Sir, that such a statement 
is most irresponsible, most dishonest, and 
can pnly come from a person who himself 
is a ver,y doubtful character. (Cheers.) 

Mr Ogundiran: To add to that, Sir, 
the same hon. Member for Aboh said that 
it is abominable to use Local Government 
Policemen to supervise elections. I can 
assure him that when the time comes police
men, whether they · be Nigeria Police or 
Local Government Police, will be used in 
any capacit.y for which they are intended. 

~ . ' 

They are intended to keep law and order: .. .' 
(Opposition Member: J!ou have said that 
before) ......... and if my ,hon. Friend will 

' not behave well at 'elections Eocal 'Govern
ment Policemen will be sent there because 
he has not been able to convince me that 
there ·is a set of Policemen in this country who 
are not human beings. Whether they be Local 
Government poli<;emen or they are Nigeria 
policemen, there is nobody who is an 
em~odiment of impartiality. Everybody is 
a human being and like hy.man beings 
they willl behave (Hear, hear). ~- If my hon. 
.Friend is suggesting that Nigeria policemen 
are an embodiment of partiality he should 
t}:link again. He told us that if we allow 
Local Government -policemen to do their 
duty we are taking similar action to the North. 
l challenge my friend to go to the North 

·and to the aid of their ally, the NEPU, 
whom they have brought into the predicament 
in which they are now, and see whether 
he will not be put in the ~;:elf for days by 
Local Government policemen. 

In the Western Region here, where we have 
the best system of local government in the 
Federation, nobody ever used them for 
purposes other than . the one laid down by 
law. 

He also suggested that Local Government 
policemen should be placed under .the 
Nigeria Police (Opposition Member: All over 
the Region). I can assure him that nothing 

·of the sort will be done. (Cheers.) 

My hon. Friend from Ibadan West Rural, 
Mr Adisa, insinuated that this Government 

. prints ballot papers. As I . said before, 
· unf!)rtunately when people make this sort 
of . irr,esoonsible suggestions they exoect 
the public to take them · seriously. My hon. 
Friend is not unaware of the fact that no 
single ballot paper is printed in this country 
(Hear, hear). Ballot papers are ·printed 

outside this country, and in· Britain, under 
security measures. (Opp'<(sition · Member: 
That is what you say.) 

I can sympathise with ·my hon. Friends · 
because they have been on tha,t side for too 
long, but I can assure them that "their 
kingdom will not" come". Not in this Region. 
And as for my hon. Friends who are dwindling 
away now, when the Midwest is also created 
it shan be r,uled by this Goven;unent. (Cheers.) 

(Opposition Member: We·: will rule you. 
The Minister of Finance does riot agree.) 

It is no use going on suggesting that . 
you are where you are because some people 
are against you. You are where you -ar'e. 
bec~use you stand on what you . st~d, 
and the people of this Region will never 
entrust their destiny with people who are not 
sure of , themselves. (Cheers.) . · · 

My han. Friend fr9ip. Benin Central, · hon. · 
Oviasu, said that there are not enough 
supplies of material in Cater:ing Rest Houses. 
I can assure him that these· things will be 
looked into. '·, 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to oppose the 
amendment. 

Amendment put and negatived ... 

Question ·put that the. sum of £377,420 for 
Head 331-Ministry of Home Affairs-stand 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

,· 

HEAD 727.-MINISTRY OF HoME AFFAIRS 

. (OTHER NON- RECURRENT EXPENDITURE) 

Question proposed, that the S¥m of £30,330 for 
Head 727-Ministry of Home Affairs-. stand 
part of the Schedule. - . ·. '· 

Question put and agreed to. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.) 
( ' . .\. 

Committee report Progress,· to sit t;zgain ·this ~• 
morn~ng. · · · · · ' 

ADJO~Nl\1ENT 
' !: ... . ., " l 

Motion made and question proposed, That' ·' 
the House do now adjourn until 10 o'clock .. 
(Chief J, A. 0. Odebiyi). . - . 

·Question put and agree'd to. 

Adjourned accordingly at J.JO a.m. 
10.00 a.m. the same day, Wednesday, 
4Pril, 1961. · 
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WESTERN HOUSE 
. OF ASSEMBLY 

J.. ' ' 
. WEDNESDAY; 12TH . APRIL, 1961 

(The House met at 10.15 a.m.) 

' . PRAYERS. I 

·.j. 
(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

I ,• 

~RAL ANSWE~~ TO QUESTIONS 

WORKS AND ' TRANSPORT 
.• f , ' r •l • t • 

.. Tarring of Owo-Odeomu-Ipetuniodu 
.,, ,, Road : ' 

10/86J Mr Y. L. Ogunleye ~sked the 
Minister of Works and Transport when the 
Regional Government would undertake the 
tarring of the Owo-Odeomu-lpetumodu road 
in·view of the fact that this road constitutes a 
great ·asset to the commercial life of the Region 

. as a whole. 
.. ' .. 
,The Minister of Works and Transport 

(ChiefS. 0. Sogbein): The tarring of Owo
Odeomu-lpetumodu road will be considered 

. along with others when the next road develop-
ment programme is being drawn up. , . 

. Mileage . of' roads tarred in' EdeJEjigbo 
.. · . North Constituency 

. . t'0/102. · Mr J. , o:· ·Kehind~ -asked , thf! 
Minis~er of Works and Transport how many 
mil~s.ofroad had been tarred by .the Govern
ment ,in Ede/Ejigbo ,North Constituj:!ncy. 

I ·~ • ' ~ .. • 

_Chief Sogbein: Approximately . twenty
two miles of road h~we been tarred by the 
Government in Ede/Ejigbo North Consti
tuency.' , 

.-. ·( ~ ;· 

EDUCATION 
.-• 

Backw~rd Area Scholarships awarded to 
;' ' · · Epe Division 

· 10/125·. · .. · Mr J. A. ·Odutuga asked ,the 
Minister· of -Education the number of Ba.ck
Wilrd Aiea .' Scholarships . awarded to Epe 
Division between 19 56 and 1961 , the names 
of the recipients and the Colleges where 
tenable. · 

' . 
The Regional Minister in the Ministry 

· of , Education· (Mr J. 0. Oye): Nine 
backward area scholarship awards were made 
in Epe Division between 1956 and 1961, 
details of which are shown below in tabular 
form-

T 

, 
1956- . M . Tobun and H . Elemciro: 

tenable at Epe Divisional Grammar School, 
· Epe; and C.M.S. Grammar School, Lagos, 
respectively. 

- ' 

1957-Y. Apara, S. Jegede : both tenable 
at Epe Divisional Grammar School, Epe. 

1958- M. Agbaniaka and M. Kadiri.: 
both tenable at Epe Divisional Grammar . 
School, Epe. · , · , l 

1960- R. Amusa and M. 'Kasim: both ' 
tenable at Epe Divisional Grammar School, 
Epe; and ' · · , - · : . . 

1961- F. To bun: tenable at St. Anne's 
School, lbadan. . ' · 

WORKS AND TRANSPORT. 
Electricity for Ekiadolor 

10/153. Mr V. I. Amadasun asked the 
Minister of Works and Transport why ' 
Ekiadolor, the headquarters of lyekuselu : 
District Council in Benin Division has not 
yet been provided with electricity. 

Chief Sogbein: Th~ aim of Government 
is to provide electricity for as many towns as 
possible in the Region and Ekiadolor will no 
doubt be given due · consideration in due 
course. 

Rural Water Supply Scheme for 
, Ijesha Division 

10/172. Mr S. T.' Adelegan asked the 
Minister of Works and ·Transport, what . . -
progress is being made in . the Rural Water . 
Supply Scheme for areas in Ijesha Division. 

ChiefSogbein: The_Rural Water Supply 
Programme for Ijesha Division is progressing 
satisfactorily. The following towns have 
been supplied with pipe borne water: Ifewara, · 
Erioda and .Erin Oke. Supplies for other 
towns in the Division scheduled for develop-
ment are under investigation. .. · 

I 

Tarring of Ipetu-Ile· Oluji road 
10/173. Mr Adelegan asked the Minister 

of Works and Transport when the tarring_9f 
Ipetu-Ile-Oluji road will be begun. . 

Chief Sogb~in: The tarring oflpetu-Ile
Oluji road has aLready · beeri let out on· 
contract. Work is scheduled to start soon 
and will be completed, it is hoped, by 
December this year. 

Village Scheme for Elecfricity Supply 
10/179. Mr Adelegan asked the Minister 

of Works and Transport what success has 
been made of the Village Scheme for Electri 
city Supply and what plans are being made · 
to extend such facilities to other deserving · 
areas. 

Chief Sogbein: · . The Ijero Pilot Schem·e 
which was star,ted in 1959 was completed last 
year and is working well. It is hoped to 
extend a similar scheme to other mral areas 
in the Region as soon as it is practicable. · 
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LABOUR 

Employm€mt for Modern School Leavers 
10/219. Mr A. Ajibola asked the Minister 

of Labour what opportunities for employment 
in the various Governme1,1t Departments are 
open to Modern School Leavers. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Labour (¥r J. 0. Odigie) 
The following posts are open to Secondary 
Modern School Leavers who. succeed in the 
Civil Service Entrance · Ex~mination: Cl~rical 
Assistant, Assistant Storekeeper, Technical 
As~istant, Telephone Operator, Livestock 
Overseer, Photographic Attendant, Medical 
Field Units Assistant, Family Visitor, 
Assistant Superv~sion Officer, Field Over
seers, Veterinary Inoculator; Fisheries 
Station Assistant, Enumerator, Dispensing 
Assistant, · Student Nurse, Stenographer-in
Training and Bookbinding Assistant. · -

I 

BUSINESS MOTION 
Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2). 

The Minister of Health and Social 
Welfare (Chief J. 0. Osuntokun): I beg 
to second. 

The Minister of Finance and Leader of 
the House (Chief J . . A. 0. Odebiyi): I 
beg to move that ·Standing Order 4 (2) be 
suspended this day to allow the House to 
continue sitting after 1.00 p.m., if necessary. 

Chief}. o. ·osuntokun: I beg to second. 
Question prop'osed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

NOTICE OF BILL 
Notice of the pres~ntation of a Bih for a 

Law entitled .The High Court (Amendment) 
L~w, 1961 was given (pursuant to Standing 
Order 41 (1)-(Chiej S. 0. lghodgro). · 

PRESENT-ATION AND FIRST 
·.READING OF A PUBLIC BILL 

_ The following Bill was read the First time; 
1t was ordered to be read a Second time later 
in the Meeting: 

·"The I~ come Tax (Amendment) Bill, 
1961". (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi). 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

. (AMENDMENT) (No. 2) ~ILL 
SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading. read. 
The Minister of Local Governm·ent 

(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): I beg to move 
the Second Reading of a Bill for a Law to 
amend the Local Government Law. As 

hon. Members will see from the_ Objects and 
Reasons of this Bill, the first object is to 
bring up to date the provisions of section 
18 of th~ ' Law relating to qualifications of 
candidates for election to councils; a reference ·. 
to ! ~ citizens of Nigeria" has been substituted 
for 'the reference to "British subject or a 
British protected person" m consonance 
with the independent status of the Federation 
of Nigeria; references to the Direct Taxation 
Ordinance have been deleted as this Ordi
nan.ce was repealed . and replaced by · · the 
Income Tax Law enacted in 1957; 'references 
to the Commissioner of Inland Revenue and 
the Federal Commissioner· of Income ·Tax 
have been replaced by references to the Rating 
Authority for the area of the council or the '· 
Regional Tax Board, as th~ · case . may be, ~d · 
hy reference to the Federal Board of Inland 
Revenue respectively . . Secondly, to 'enable 
any competent council to control, or regulate .' 
and, if necessary, to prohibit, the establish
ment or maintenance of markets · within ·~ 
its area of authority except in accordance .. 
with_ such. conditions as D;).ay ·be prescribed 
by the council. Thiraly, to enable precepting ): 
councils to issue precepts to Rating 1 Author- , 
ities in respect of expenditure falling to • be 
discharged from income · tax allocated · to 
Rating Authorities under the provisions .of 
the Income Tax Law; and lastly'; by providing · 
a time limit of thirty days within which an 
appeal in respect of any decision or disallow
ance or surcharge by an a).lditor may. be · 
lodged by any person aggrieved by' such• ~ 
decision, disallowance or ·surcharge, :as the ~ 
case may be. . _ 

Mr Speaker, . Sir, I beg to 'm~ve. 
Chief Osuntokun i I beg to second. :· ··· ~. 

} . 
Questio:z proposed. 
Ml" V. I. Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, . 

before I .go into the depths of my debate on · 
this very Bill which has been termed non
controversial by the Minister of Local ·. 
Government, l would like to say that this :Bm : · 

. as presented to this honourable House of the '~'· 
Legislature is semi-c,ontroversi~l. By' 
mean, Mr Speaker, Sir; that ther.e are da 
which are entirely' non-controversial 
there are . others that are hundred per1.cen 
controversial. • 

Now, according to the hon. Mover, orie o( 
· . the aims and o9jects of this very Bill is to·· 

that the expression · "British · subject'/ 
"British protected person" is deleted from .' 
original Law. Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, we 
could remember that in 1958 when the various "~ 
leaders of the various political parties in this: · 
Federation were going to London for the lasti 
constitutional conference the NCNC .... ,' .... . ,. 
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(Gnve11nment Bmth~$: NCN/) ...... said that 
Nigeria should be independent (Mr Speafur.: 
Order; · It was NCNC then). Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I · know the' Leader of the House is 

' always interested when I am speaking and I 
ask for _protection: . The NCNC advocated 
independence b~fore creation of States but 
the Action Group . said States should be 
created first. If . such . a poli'tical activity 
had preceded independence would you have 
the effrontery ·to say that· you want to delete 
"British protected person" for "Nigerian 
citizen"? You will see that it was because 
of the '·political activities of the NCNC 
(Government Benches: · No Cameroons!) ..... . 
I sa:y National Council of Nigerian Citizens. 
The achievement · today is . due to the efforts 
of Dr the hon. Nnamdi Azikiwe. ("Cries 
of Zeek': from the Opposition Benches). 

Now, I am hitting towards the controversial 
section. In clause 2.-mention is ·made of 
Rating Authority. ~ In ·the.-.Western; Region 
today, . Mr -Speaker;, Sir, there is inO council . 
that could be said ,to · be a Rating Authority. 
Because in section 45 of ·the IIJ.come Tax 
Law it .w:as written .that-; before .. the . Area 
Assessment .Committee . is ·appointed by the 
Minister of Local Government he should do 
it with the . cortcurren~e,·of, ,or .in consultation 
with the, rating ;autho'rity.·or the counc~l, but 
today, Sir, we appoint:;in ,· all parts of the 
Region; , especially in1.areas controlled by . the 
NCNC, ,especially in the Midwest area, the 
assessment committees :or ·these committees 
that ar.e re_spon!?ible for. ·raising and collecting 
of taxes. · · . · 

Mr d. 'i: oviasu,: Point of order. Order 
No. 77. · Strangers. 
' · ,;,"Str~g~r~ shall ·be admitted to debates 

in the · Chamber· under such rules as Mr 
·· Speakerlmay· make· from time to time for 

that purpose, provided that if any Member 
takes · notice that strangers be present, 
Mr . Speaker, 'or in · Committee the Chair-

. rrian, ' shall '·put, ·forthwith the question 
'That ~·strangers ·do withdraw', without 
permitting any · debate or amendment. 

,.Notwithstanding anything in these Orders 
• 1 'Mr. ·:speaker, '• or.·· the Chairman, may 
· 'whenever' he . thinks fit, order the with

drawal of strangers from any part of the 
- Hous' e" ' ' 1'' t·' , ,r 1 ·' • ·",. l:r- ILt.. """ 

' Mr Speake;, Si~;. I· am submitting that there 
is a stranger in - this ~House and that that 
stranger should be ejected. He is the hon. 
Member for Ife Illa ·South; MrS. 0. Akerele. · 

. I had it on. good authority that he has resigned 
his membership ·of. 'this House and it is 
repreh~nsible 'that . he . should take his seat 

in this House, I appeal to you, Mr Speaker; 
Sir, . to see to . it that hon. S. 0. Akerele is 
ejected from the House. - , 

Mr Speaker: I am hearing rib out' · the 
resignation of the hon. Member for Ife Illa · 
South, Mr Akerele, for the first time . . As 
far as I am concerned, he - ~as not resigned · 
his membership of this House. (Thunderous 
cheers from Government Benches.) 

' . 
Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 

thank God my debates are legitimate. 

Now; Mr Speaker, Sir, . a~ I have said 
before, 'there . .is no council in the Western 
Region, especially the NCNC councils, that 
could be legitimately described as a Rating 
Authority, and I challenge the Minister of 
Local Government to cite such councils. 
Now, I am saying this for the first time 
ever. The Minister of Local Government 
has done something that is praiseworthy 
because when there was hue and cry about 
arbitrary tax assessment at Akure he - went 
there and we were very happy but in his 
final decision, . Mr Speaker, , Sir, he made 
a ·certain statement and I want him to 
clarify that statement in connection with ~his 
Bill. This is in the Daily T.,imes of 2nd 
February and,, with your _permission, I 
would like to read what · Alhaji Adegbenro 
(Chief Odebiyi: _Minister of Local Govern
ment) the Minister of Local ·Government· 
(Chief Odebiyi;· That is better) said. about 
tax assessment. He said: "It was us'ual 
for NCNC supporters in. Action Group 
controlled councils to complain of arbitrary 
assessment while the Action Group supporters 
in NCNC controlled council areas make 
similar allegati~:ms". .. What he said here is 
that in areas controlled by Action Group the 
supporters of NCNC complain of · arbitrary 
assessment and -in areas controlled by the 
NCNC the Action Group supporters also 
make similar complaints. I want him to 
make mention of areas controlled by the 
NCNC where Action Group supporters are 
clamouring. I thank God that he has to 
-bring this amendment and -that I have the 
opportunity of saying something about the. 
terror of this Minister in NCNC-controlled 

· areas. We wish him to resign because we 
are no:t happy:'. Mr Speaker, Sir (holding · 
a paper . in his hand) this is a minute of· 
22nd June, 1960 of Nwode District Council. 
This council is entirely contr:olled by the 

··NCNC. I think NCNC has forty seats 
and Action Group four. This council 
took a decision in respect of Area Assessment 
Committee. Now, what they did- was that, 
for every five committee members two .go 
to the Action Grol.lp, ... but . in a subsequent 
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[MR AMADASUN] Action Group in the Council·against NCNC's 
· minu..te, Sir, a minute of 2nd November, 1960, twenty-two. We complained of arbitrary 

a paper was sent to the Minister of Local . assessment·and a tribunal was set up compri
Gove~ent from the Action Group quarters sing twelve NCNC members and four 
of that area. It · contains six names for Action Group members. Out of 300 cases 
each of the eight wards- and . only one is no p~rson won his case. · 

.• 

NCNC; and how tl:lis paper went to the 
Ministry of Local Government nobody can 
tell. When we come to that stage I shall 
dilate seriously on this very commitment 
and. then the Minister of Local Government 
has to tell me and I have to tell the people 
at home where he got this very paper: . ~ . 

Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, the second reason 
. for this Bill is that local gov,ernmept councils 
should be empowered to regulate or to make 
regulations · in ~espect of the establishment, 
control and maintenance of markets. When I 
was. a member of the Be~in City Council we 
built a motor park for thousands of pounds 
but the Action Group told us the park will not 
function, and up to this day the park is bushy 
as ·any tropical forest. · That was in 1959. 
B~cause of the activities of the Action Group 
in Benin this motqr park is still no man's land 
and, secondly, $ir, there is a market built by 
an AGtion Group member in Benin at 
Ologbo road. He had the backing of the 
Government, and we hadn't the backing of the 
Government for the motor park. The market 
is there and being attended by Action Group 
men and women. Af~er the forthcoming 
local council elections, as sure as I will live 
and as sure as Christmas, the NCNC must 

.. It is not correct therefore · to ·~ay that the 
Action Group councils are molesting . the 
NCNC members. No Action. Group coun
cils assess NCNC members arbitrarily. 
I beg to correct this false statement. ' It 
is not at all correct. · -' · 

.. ' 1 ·.: 

Mr F . .. H. Utomi: ·I ha've very few 
remarks on this Bill-a Law further to amend 
the Local Government Law. We on this 
side of t~e House ~ave always been speaking' 
about thmgs .corrung from the Minister of 
Local Governm.ent. Bills . coming· from him 
are just Greek gifts. I have always suspected 
the Bills presented to ·this House ' by/· the 
Minister of Local Government. (Laughter.) 
His Bills have always been a kind of pretence 
to make things worse for the common m·an 
in the long run. His 'Bills pretend to show 
that they are good, on,ly to · come back· to -be 
seen that they are just pretence, as the Millis-· 
try comes back to ' victimise the people. 
With ·your permission, Mr Speaker · I would 
like to read a paragraph concerning this niatter · 
fn;>m the :'Daily Ti111:_.es": "Alhaji Adegbenro 
~a1d t~at 1t was usual for NCNC supporters 
m Act10n Group controlled council areas to 
complain -of arbitrary assessment while the 
Action Group supporters in NCNC control
led council areas made similar · allegations.!' 

' ; .. 
· : still capture the Benin Council again, and if 

the proposed Midwest Region (which is 
~qual to all other Regions in the Federation) 
1s created, then we shall have no reason for Mr Speaker: You are quoting from 
sending any delegation or ·deputation to the where? 
Minister of Local Government. · 

I . 

Finally, Sir, you could now see why at the 
inception of my debate I said that this Bill is 
senii-~ontroversial, semi-controversial in the 
clauses relating to Area Assessment Com
mittees and Rating Authorities and non-
controversial in respect of·dause 2 where the 
expression '"British subject" or "British 

_· protected person" is to be deleted and to be 
substituted with "Nigerian Citizen". I could 
remember, Sir, when I was studying Roman 
History in those ·old days, that it was a pride 
for a Roman to say, "I am a citizen of Rome"· 
it is a good thing to say we are citizens ·of 
Nigeri~. . This. ~a~ been brought about by 

· the poht1cal act1v1t1es of the NCNC. 

Mr. 0. 0. Gbolahan; . I. rise to support 
·the Bdl. However, I have to point out that 

. in Shaki Council the ratio of committee 
.n:tembers is NCNC two, Action Group one, 
whereas we have eighteen members of the 

Mr Utomi: From Daily Times of 2nd 
February, 1961. I call this a paradox in 
that no council controlled by the NCNC 
assesses arbitrarily. In many councils in the 
Midv.:est, where w~ have NCNC majority, 
especmlly the '\Yarn Urban Council, to give 
one example, 'the Action Group minority 
often gets a majority on the long·run to control 
the councils by injecting more supporters 
fro~. outs.ide. In the Waq-i Council, after 
we had made arrangements for the assessment 
of the people, we found that the seven Action · 
Group members in the majority, plus other 
supporters who were injected, found them
selves in control of the Council and the 
NCNC which formerly controlled the Coundl. 
was thrown overboard. In another instance" 
the:re was a council which this very Ministe; 
dissolved without giving reasons fQr so doing 
announced in the air. We objected at the 
beginning of the year that the NCNC should 
be given a chance to, take part in assessing 



57.3 Local Government (Amendment) 12TH, APRIL, 1961 Bill- Second Reading 574 

[MR UTOMI] 

the people·' in the area where the NCNC had 
been voted to po~er in a democractic way. 
But he refused. This council, constituted 
by fifteen NCNC · members and only· six 
Action Group members, was dissolved on 1st 
October; · 1959. The original Action Group 
members of the council· were taken and eight 
mox:e supporters added to the original seven, 
making fifteen members, and a Caretaker 
Committee,was formed by these men. This 
year we appealed to the Minister in time that 
we would like to have a say in the assessm~nt 
of .the people. · What did he.do? (Interruption: 
"Answer yourself".) We were told that the 
assessment committee is not a party business 
·and that the Ministry was free to appoint 
anybody it -liked. Behold again! What 
did we see? We found in the membership 
of the committee people of impeachable 
character: gaol birds, ex-convicts, etc. (Shame, 
shame.) We continued to protest still, and 

. the next repfy was that . the NCNC ..... ·. 
(Interruptions). We know the composition 
of the . caretaker committee and the NCNC 
with its ideals' ..... ;(Have you ·any ideals?) 
We, with our ideals, we gave suggestions, but 
these suggestions were refused. We told 
them that most of the members of the 
committee were criminals. Even we told. this 
to . the Parliamentary Secretary, Mr Olusa, 
but they refused to heed to our cry. (Fire 
them.) What did we see later? Three months· 
later the committee was dissolved and we 
said · that it was high time im administrative 
officer was posted to the place to clear the 
mess. , But . what happened? We thought 
t}:lat the Minister would' take our suggestions 
in good . faith. , But . no, he would not. We 
know him very well. We know the type of 
business he does as far as these councils are 
concerned. · .We know hi.m very well. 

•' I •l l,"'l I 

Mr . Speaker: · Order. You should not 
impute; motives. . .• 

, . . ,, ....... )• 

. Mr-:~ Utomi: The Action Group tried 
to control the, council but they failed again 
to do so at Asaba. There is an instance of 
the . motor, garage. for .the . Asab~ Urban 

, D)strict Council. .. The motor garage was 
b:uilt ,somewhere, .: but an -rindividual, an 
individual for. that . matter, protested to his 
lords in !~ada~ because he is a supporter of 
the Action ,Group. This motor garage was 
pulled down , to satisfy the individual even 
though, it was) n opposition to the wishes of 
the majority, and"the decision of the statutory 
council was 'thus set aside. (Shame, shame.) 
(Government Benches: What year was that? 
M~ntion the s ear.) I Ask your Minister of 
Local Government. He knows the yefir. 

. '' 

(Laughter.) Arid it was this man, the pillar . 
of the Action Group, who fought on the eve 

. of the electio:t:l to get"Asaba for the Action 
Group. It was : he who caused the trouble 
in A~?aba. ' 

W e have always feared the Bills coming . 
from the Minister of Local Government. 
(You have said that many times.) · I have said 
this before and I shall continue to say it. . ' ' 

Mr S. 0. Akefele: ·.(As he rose there we~e · 
cries of "Shame! shame!"' from the . Opposition 
Benches, and cheers. from the Gove1;,nment 
Benches). Are you afraid to hear from me? 
(Laughter.) However, I am very glad that 
I have now left the other side of the House 
because they are bad. The people on the 
other side of the House are ' devils. (Hear, · 
hear). 

I rise to support this bill to amend the 
Local Government Law. The Hla District 
Council, since 1954, was controlled by the 
NCNC and with the intelligent people · of 
that area. Since March 1961 I was asked to 
return to the best political party in the 
country- the · Action Group- (Hear, hear) 
of which the present Minister of Local 
Government is a member. 

Mr Amadasun: Point of Order. Order 
30 (1). Relevancy · in Debate. What the 
hon. Member from Illa Orangun is saying is 
irrelevant to this Debate and he should be 
ruled out of order. 

. Mr Speaker: The hon'. Merrib~r · is . 
speaking about Local Government and this 
Law is supposed to be a law which refers to 
Local Government. It appears he is bringing 
the bird out of the cage, so he should continue. 
(Shame, shame.) 

.. ' 

Mr Akerele : All councils in this Region 
are c·ontrolled by the Minister of Local 
Government, and my own council, (Have you 

· any council?) of which I am the chairman 
today, is under the control of the Minister of 
Local Government who . prepares all these 
Bills. When I was 011 the other side of this 
House I was not speaking in .opposition to 
the Ministry of Local . Government because 
I have respe~t for .the Minister and I knew 
that he was doing a good job, but the Mem
bers of the Opposition side used to talk. 
against the Ministers just to talk; They 
used to criticise for the sake of doing so. 
They are not law-abiding citizens. (Opposi
tion Benches: What is the meaning of the 
word .. "lav.: -abiding"?) They are always 
afraid of the laws because they are not respect 

.· ,. 
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to -the laws. (Laughter.) '(Opposition lbadan District Council is unable ' to collect 
Benches: Bad grammar, "they are not respect the correct amount scheduled by the Govern-
to the laws?" What school did you attend?) ment . 
. . . I do not see anything 'to be queried in it. ' . No~ Sir, about the market. The lbadan 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. District Colincil has done the worst. In 

lbadan today, we hav·e· one of our oldest 
markets, lba market. ·In · that market, .the 
lbadan District Council forced the women 
out and cleared their shed, cleared everything. 
Mter ·that they went to meet people in their 
houses telling them, · ". You are a woman; if 
you join the Action Group we shall give -you a 
place to stay in the market; if you fail -to do 
this you cannot come to this market any 

Chief Odebiyi: The Member for Benin 
Central said that the language · of the South 
is the · English language. He fails to tell us 
that when the · hon. Member for Ife-Illa 
North was on the 'other side of the House he 
used to read ·his speech. Now he has 
learned to make . his speech · impromptu. 
(Laughter.) 

' ' . . 
. MrS. 0. Oyewole: Mr Spe*er, Sir, I 

rise to comment on this Amendment. 

Mr ·' Speaker: Ord~r~ 
Amendment to the Law'. · · 

. more". (Fire on, Fire . on.) We wrote 
another petition to ,.the Minister , of. Local 
Government. No reply: ... ~ .(Interruptions) ~ -: t. 

Sf>eak on . the The promise. was that they .only' cleared them 
because· of independence; after the celebra- · 

. . Mr Oyewole: In the first place, I have 
to ·point out that Clause 2 is to "enable any 
Council to regulate and if necessary to 
prohibit ...... by the Council". In the lbadan 
District Council here, I am sure that the 
Minister of Local Government . .......... . 
(Interruptions). The Minister of Local 
Government, popularly called the Minister 
of Terror, this Minister will not be happy to 
hear me speaking this morning. It is true 
to say that this is terrorism Minister. In 
lbadan here~ I could remember, two years 

_ago, lbadan was controlled by the NCNC 
. At that time the Minister of Local Govern-
ment instructed the Council to inject Ac~ion 
Group councillors into the Area Assessment 
Committee and · due to the fact ·that the 
Council was by then controlled by the 
NCNC this instruction was carried out, and 

. now ·when one 'of our people, Chief M. F. 
Agbaje~ ran away, the Action Group started 
to control the Council. Since that ·time 
there is no peace in- the town .- . I must speak 
the fact. In the · year 1960, when the Area 
Assessment Committee was about to be 
form'ed, we wrote · to the ·Minister of Local 
Government. We advised him strongly 
that he should allow some of our people to be 
members of the Area Assessment Committee, 
but the Minister was all the while deceiving 
us. ' (Government Benches: No point). fie 
promised to do it but, atlast, he failed to do it. 
We sent a petition to the Premier. I am 

·speaking fran:kly here. We did everything 
possible in our power to see that we have 
representatives in ·that Area Assessment 
Conlmittee. The · Minister made it 
impossible. · After all, all the Action Group 
members gathered themselves together in 
every board · to give our people arbitrary 
assessment and this is' qne of the reasons why 

tion of independence,' they. will return them 
to their places but since . that time I can 
just say they do not give them a chance _again. 
This was discussed in the Council. · The 
Chairman of the Council said he has seen the 
Minister. of Local Government and he · said 
that there is nothing he can · do about · it. 
That is apart. 

I can just say, Sir, that we Members of the 
Opposition here, we have alre~dy . instructed 
our people that the duty of · every ·good 
citizen is to pay 'his own taX in time (Govern.:. 
ment Benches: That is good) but the suppor
ters of the Action Group in my ward today' 
have never paid up till now. (Interruptions.) 
To contirtlie, Sir, if this Law is amended 
according to the Bill here there is no objection 
so · far. We do not want . politics to ' be 
introduced to this very Bill so that it may be 
possible for everybody to · enjoy his right. ' I · · 
beg to support. 

A.lhaji Adegbenro: Mr Speaker, Sir,· I 
would like to . start with the last speaker. 
He has made a point thaf the lba· Market in ··. 
lbadan has been abolished and ' that 1womeri' ;, 
are not being allowed to market there · ·as · · 
before. He said that· a petition has ·been i 
forwarded to me. I say ·,quite frallkly that 
I am not aware that this market has b · · 
abolished and that women have ' been 
out of this market. Furthermore, no 
has ever been made to me about it. 
been receiving delegation~ from . market ... 
women in lbadan on other matters, and in -~. 
this case they _have not brought it to my; 
notice. H.e also complained that the Opposi.;: 
tion ' in lbadan District Council has 'not 
been given representation in the various 

' Assessment Committees in lbadan District. 
In my reply to the hon. Member for Ibadan 
East, hon. Adeoye · Adisa, : I mentioned 
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that when· I was about to appoint these 
Committees, he . approached .me · and I 
promised . that I would give due weight to 
any advice he gave me before I started my 
consultation. , Unfortunately shortly before 
these; appointments were made the ,NCNC 
Opposition in the Council broke up into 

.several factions· and it was :very difficult for 

. me to know which faction was the legitimate · 

. one.· (Government Benches: You hear that 
now.) · · 

Various poiQts were made by my friend, 
from·-' Benin South, hon. V. I. Amadasun, 
and also the Member from Asaba South East, 
Utomi; )t is easy, Mr Speaker, for hon. 
Members on . the . Opposition . Bench to 
.. contiriue · to hamm~r on section 45 of the . 
. Income Tax . Amep.dment Law. That is 
to·. say, .. the Hon. M;nister of Local Govern- .. 

. merit . shall appoint members of . Area 
Assessment Coinmittees ·in consultation with 
the local government councils; but they have 

· always · very cleverly left out the proviso· 
that the Minister of Local Government is 
not bound to accept the . advice of the loc~'tl 
co~ncils. It is true that I gave an under
taking that in appropriate · cases I would 
consult with local · government · councils. 
That has always been the case. in the. past, 
since 1952, and the hon. Member for Asaba 
South , East . was then here with us. He 
knew as a: matter . of fact that I have never 
had any time to wear the toga of oppression. 

. ·The thing t4at haunts my hon. Friends 
from the. Midwestis that it is always difficult 
for them to . come to the ·House and give 
praises where they are due. In his own 

·Council, that is Aniocha, they have come to 
me on several occasions to complain. I have 
investigated their complaints and given , due 
decisions. But in this particular instance, I 

. refused to accept advice , from the Council 
for one or two reasons. After passing 

' the law, the NCNC Opposition, led by Mr 
, Fani-Kayode, went all out to say that pay- ' 
ment of . rates and taxes would be abolished 
in this Region and that p,eople will live free 
in . comfort and enjoy. amenities without 
paYing (or them at all. .. How, Sir, can you 

· think that I will go to the ~evel of consulting 
such a council?· After al1 he is Leader of 
Opposition and the councils controlled by the 
NCNC are ~upposed to take instructions from 
hini and abide by' the policy which he lays 
down- he has laid down a policy of non:-

. payment of taxes and rates to which we are 

. opposed-and I regard that as sufficient 
. consideration for me not even to consult these 

1 people at alL · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, that 'is the first: reason 
why I think it will be safer for .the masses of 
the rate-payers in this Region to leave things 

· in the hands of people who are considered 
to be holding independent views and will be 
impartial in their views. As a matter of fact, 
I have always ,said it that Area Assessment· 
Committees, under the Local Govemmen't 
Law, and particularly under .the Income Tax 
Law, are not committees of councils. This 
is written in the Law. If they are committees 
of · the council, section 48 of the Local 
Government law provides that political. 
parties in the council shall be represented on 
committees of the council in accordance with 
the strength of the political parties in the 
council. I hav:e always·· insisted that parties 
in the council should be given adequate 
repre~entation on committees in accordance 
with · their strength. That . has not been 
disputed in this House: But as for assess
ment committees they · are not committees 
of ·the council. The reason is obvious., 
It is a matter of high Governmental policy. 
On taxation, Government has to · take 
initiative and respo11,sibility · on · how taxes 
should be collected and how rates should be 
levied. 

\ 

A point has been made by the Member .for 
Asaba and the Member for Benin on what I 
said at Akure recently when I investigated a 
case of arbitrary assessment. r would like to 
say that that is one of the reasons · why the 
Income Tax Amendment Law was brought 
to this House last year. For some years past, 
it was known by everybody in and outside 
this House that allegations and· · counter
allegations of arbitrary assessment had been 
very rampant in this Region. The Action 
Group members in NCNC controlled 
councils complained to me and NCNC 
members in Action Group controlled councils 
also complained and Government .· thought 
that a solution ~ught to be found ·to these 
complaints. Some · allegations had been 
proved completely wrong and unfounded, and 
in some cases we found that I had to give 
directions to various assessment committees 
to review the assessments thus m'ade. But 
what other method can I adopt in stopping 
these allegations and counter-allegations? 
The .only course open to me, Mr Speaker, is 
to appoint independent persons, people who 
hold impartial views ...... (Opposition Benches: 
Where do you find them in the Western Region?) 

Mr Speaker, ·Sir, as an instance of ·the 
correctness of my method, I wiJl go back to 
the case of the .Jka District Council which has 
been cited by the hon. Member from Asaba . 
South. He said that that Council was 
controlled by the NCNC and that no NCNC' 

,' j • .· ,. 



:-1' ••• • 

... ·!>' , 

. ' ' 

< ;-, 

J 

579 Local Government (Amendment) 12TH APRIL, 19_61 . Bill:-:-Second Reading .-: ·, .580 
' - .. / ' ' 

-[ALHAJI ADEGBENRO] 

was on the ' assessment committee of that 
_Council. - In years gone .by, that Council was 
notorious for its failure to collect rates and 
taxes. But with the rec~nt appointments to 

. the assessment committee, the estimated 
revenue in the Estimates for 1961 -62 has been 
exceeded by thousands of pounds today. If 
you are in doubt, I ask my hon; Friend to go 
back home and make inquiries. · 

i · r: ! , ~. . · ; 

, T.he hon. Member for Asaba . South also 
cited , the case of Asaba Divisio~al Council, 
controlled by the NCNC, opening a motor 
park a,nd that a private person opened another 
and that that private person .was-allowed to 
run his motor park in place of that o~ the 
Council. Nothing is more grossly unfair and 
untrue. It is unfair to me and it is untrue to 
'this House · because when th~ Council was 
, controlled by the NCNC, I gave a loan of 
£12,000 to that Council to establish a park 
and a motor park. (Opposition Benches: 
Government gave the loan, not you.) Mr 
Speaker, Sir, L know for a fact that I was 
responsible for the grant of that loan. I 
challenge my hon. Friends from the Midwest 
especially from Asaba, to prove that it wa~ 
not my Ministry which -recommended the 
grant · to the R~gional Government · for 
approyal. Shortly, you will find that provi
SlQn has been inserted in .the current year's 
Estimates for the granting of loans to local 
authorities to establish markets and motor 

_parks'. 

My Friend came here to say that the rrit>tor 
park_ was . not allowed to run. It is gro~sly 
unfmr, and I should haye thought that an_ 'old 
Member of this honourable House like him 

·should not have descended so low as . to 
distort facts. 

There was another malicious statement 
made by the hon. member for Asaba who 
spoke of the embezzlement of one thousand 
pounds by the Committee of Management 
m Asaba. Well, I will not go back to · the 
history of the setting up of that. Management 
Committee as this is well known to the 
Holl:se,· ' but I will ·confine myself to the 
statement made by the hon. Member. It is 
not 'true that any embezzlement at all has 
occurred, arid it is not true either that my 
Parliamentary SecretarY' then, Hon. R. A~ 
Olusa, ·reported it and also that he raised · a 
surcharge. I suppose, · Sir, that it is the 
Director of Audit who has power under the 
Lo~al Government Law to raise a surcharge. 

The honourable Member for Asaba South 
appr~ached. me and told me tJ;lese things. 
I adv1se<i h1m to. refer the matter to the Police 
and I _ promised that I, on my part, will 

refer the matter to the Director. of .Au·dit 
be~a~se neither · my~elf nor ·· o(ficjals · in . - ~Y 
Mmts_try are empowered under· the Law to 
raise a surcharge. It is the Director of Au.dit . 
who can raise a surc,harge if he is ·satisfied 
that money has been misused _· and . that an 
embezzlement has occurred. He will either 
go to court for . prosecution or raise a '·su'i.·
charge. It is certainly unjust and certainly 
malicious for hon. Members of the calibre of 
hon. Utomi.to coine to· this House and make a 
wild . statement of this ·kind . . I would like 
Members to be kind enough and ' to ·be 
honest enough to say things that _are ; true, 
but not to make malicious falsehood on 
the floor of the House hiding' under parlia-
mentary privileges. ·. · . . , 

Mr Sp-eaker, Sir, as I said . c:arlier ·on, the 
Bill is not a controversial one,' and from the 
deba_t_e on it you wi_ll agree ,with me that the 
Bill is not controversi~l. Mr ·Speaker, Sir, 
I commend the Bill to the House. · · - · · 

Que~tion put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read a Second time-. and 

· ordered for Committee immediately. . . I · 

(In the Committee) ~ ' 
Clause 1 agreed to. : f 

' 

Clause 2. · .. 
M r V.I. Amadasun: Mr Chairman, Sir, 

I beg to move that clau~e 2, sub-clause (b), 
be amended as follows. The original defini
ti-on of "Prescribed Authority" in this daus·e 
is as follows : · ' · : ' · ;, 

·"Prescribed authority me~ns, in relation 
to tax · imposed under the Income · Tax 
Law, .the rating authority 'for the area· of the 
council; or the Regional Tax Board as the 
case may be; in relation to F~deral ·Income 
Tax, the Federal Board of Inland Revenue 
ati.d in relation to a'rate, the rating authority 
for the area of the council." · ·1 . ··:·. , .. · , 1 • . 

Where:ve~. is written the e;cpressi<?n
1
_"rating 

authonty , I want . the ·..~ expression ' ."area 
assessment committees" to be inserted. 1 The 
reason fq_r my doing · so, · Mr Chairnian; · is 
that even from the explanation of' the Minister 
of Local Government, he has made thci House 
to understand that ·. the area assessment 
committees are -'not legally under the control 
of the various councils. Therefore, it means 
that if the area assessment committees do 
their work efficiently; then the 

1 

council und~r 
which they work is very lucky, but if on the · 
contrary the Area Assessment Committees do 
their work from a political view-point. ·then 
that council may either be dissolved for 
inabi1ity to conect rates accordipg to the ' 
Law·.· For instance, in Uhunwonde District 
Council which I citt(d previously; the Area 
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[MR AMADASUN] ,· . and payment of taxes. . I would also warn 
Assessment Committees would do a work the Government to be careful in considering 
that cries to heaven for vengeance. the amendment which has been proposed t<;> 

For instance, to prove. this,aUegation against.. this House because I believe, knowing the 
that Council, a man whose income in 1959-60 NCNC as I do, that there· is a lot .of mischi~f 

. was £60 and paid £3 Ss·as tax ~as said to have involved in that · amendment. (Opposition 
had an income of £2,500 in 1960-61 and was Members: How do you know?) (Mr Chair-
asked to pay,Jncome Tax of £275 Ss 8d. , man: . You .know them more than those of us 

· · · · who have been there!) (Laughter). · 
There is another .man. · ..In. 1959-60, his 

income was £53; he paid a ,i'ate of £2 7s Sd, _ 
but during the period of the Area Assessment 
Coinrnittee appointed by the Ministe~ .of 
Local -Government, the man :had a fantastic 
income for the year 1960 of £1,720 and was 
·asked to pay £161 1s 8d.. . 

I have submitted this matter to the Minister 
·. fp.r Midwest Affairs and, for all I ki1ow, he is 
doing his work well and efficiently. (Govern

.. ~ ment Benches: The, Premier of the . Midwest 
:' State.) I know he will never taste such 
1 an office when the Midwest State is created. 

.. Mr Chairman, with these brief, clear, lucid 
· and explanatory statements given by me in 

respect of this amendment, and from the 
fact that the Minister himself said in a clear 
expression, the expression that · could be 
understood by the Government backbenchers, 

, that these Area Assessment>Committees are ' 
not legally under .. the control of the various 
eouncils, therefore .· Mr ·Chairman, I think 

., my own amendment is ·not controversial. . 
. . ·, ' . 

Mr P. y. ·okwesa: . l\:1r Chairman, Sir, 
I am supporting the"'ainendineht bY, iny hori. 
Friend the Opposition .Chief Whip. . As the 
Minister of Local Government has told ,us 
here in clear and t.lnderstandabl~ terms, 
these Area Assessment Committees are not 
committees of the councils. It stands to 
reason therefore that if they , do their work 
well, the credit will go to them and not to the 
council; ,. if they . do their . work badly the \ 
responsibility is 'theirs. · It means therefore 
that · whenever they fail to . do their work 
correctly the council cannot be held respons
ible. Therefore there is no reason why this 
expression should . remain . in the Law. 

' Where we have "Rating Authority", 'it 
. should · be · changed to "Area Assess.ment 
·~ Committee" because the Rating Authority 
~ may not be represented by the Area Assess-

·. ment Committee~. · . 
. Mr Chairman, Sir, I support the amend-

ment. ' 
. '·~; Amendment proposed. · 

The Government Chief Whip (Mr 
N. A. B. Kotoye): Mr Chairman, I beg to 
oppo$e this amendmel).t. In the first place 
this House ought to be reminded of the s,tand 
of the Opposition in regard to rate assessments 

Now Sir, I believe that the aim of creating 
Area Assessment . Committees is to take the 
collection of tax outside the realm of politics. 
It is a matter for regret that every time 
appointments to the Area Assessment Com
mittees are r,nade, not on the basis of party 
politics, (Opposition Benches: · It is.) the 
Opposition comes round to insist that certain 
members of the NCNC must be on these 
Committees. ' 

I would say, ·Sir, that if the Government 
is going to go by the pronouncement-public 
pronouncement-of the Opposition not only 
·outside this House, but even in this House; 
and the Leader of'Opposition when debating 
the Budget before . this House repeated the 
stand of the Opposition that . they . will 
abolish tax-although he never said that in 
so many words; they will also make it impossi-
gle for Government to collect tax ........... . 
(Opposition Members: Impossible; that is 
wrong; he never said so.) ...... Surely anybody 
who has been living in this Region within the 
past few years will appredate the fact that 
the best endeavours of the Opposition have 
been used to make it impossible to realise the ' 
maximum collection of tax payable by the 
taxable adult population in this Region. 
I would say, Sir, that if that is the attitude 
of the Opposition; if they are not going to 
retract from their political manifesto to make 
it impossible for this Government 'to collect 
tax; if they will not retraCt from .the stand 
which they have declared · on the Budget 
Debate; certainly ~it will be wrong for the 
Government to be depr'ived of the power· to 
manoeuvre on the question of those who will . 
constitute the Rating Authority in this Region. 
Surely nobody will go to the extent of 
entrusting local councils-especially when 
they are NCNC-controlled-to collect. tax. 
That is the more reason why one should be 
cautious of such an amendment coming from 
the side of Opposition, where the local 
councils have got to be dissolved for their 
irresponsibility . 

I beg to oppose the amendment. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: I beg to oppose this 
Amendment. 

Members who have spoken on the' 
other side appear not to have · read' the 

.. ~ 
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[ALHAJI ADEGBENRO] Tellers for the Ayes·· 
Law' at all. 'They have known just for the 29 Ab' M J 0 . 1osun, r . . 
first time that Area Assessment Committees 30 Ok ' M p V 
are not committees of the council. ... .. : .. 
(I ntermptions). 

··The Income Tax Law was passed in 1959 
in this House and later amended in 1960 ... . . . 
(Opposition Members: We opposed it then). 
It is most irresponsible for Members of the 
Opposition side ........ . .(Interruptions) to make · 

' sweeping statements . and allegations without 
regard to what is provided in the law. 

The other reason why I like to oppose the 
Amendment is that the Area Committees are 

· not Rating Authorities- this is the big 
difference. The Rating Authority is the 
appropriate authority to collect rates and 

· taxes ·; Area Assessment Comm'ittees cannot . 
collect rates and . taxes . . It is ·the Ratirlg 
Authority that will use this money from 
taxes and rates for the welfare of the people; 
not the Area Assessment Committees. Why 
then must we substitute Area Assessment 
Committee for the Rating Authority? 

. Amendment put. 

The Committee divided: Ayes, 30; Noes, 
'60. 

DIVISION LIST 

AYES 

1. Adebesin, Mr K. S. 
· 2. Adewumi, Mr M. A. 
3. Adisa, Mr A. 
4. Aghahowa, Mr w; 
5. Ajuwon, Mr J. A .. 
6. Arriadasun, Mr V . I. 
7. Arowojolu,. Mr E. B. 

· · 8. Atohengbe, Mr A. 
· 9. 'Bello, Mr A. B. 
10 . . Ebubedike, Mr'F. 
11. Elushade, Mr' T . E. 
12. Igugu, Mr T. E. 
13. Imafidon, Mr E. 0. 
14. Lawal, Mr J. L. 
15. Layonu, Mr S. A. 
16. Obadara, Mr A. 0. 
17. Okurhagba, Mr D. E. 
-18. Olaitan, Mr 0. 
.19. Olamigoke, Mr C . 0. 
20. Omokowajo Mr ]. 0 . 
21. Oputa-Otutu, Chief F. 
22. Osuhor, Mr F. 

· 23. Oviasu, Mr G. I. 
24. Owonikoko, Mr K. 0. 
25 ; Oyewole, M rS. 0. 
26. Riemu, Mr J. A. 
27. Somotan , M r A. S . 
-~ 8. Utomi, M r F. H . · 

>, 

. · ·we~a, r . . 

NOES 

1. Adegbenro, Alhaji D. S. 
2. Adekunle, Mr Y. 
3. ·Adclegan, MrS. T. 
4. Adelodun, Mr l. A. 
5. A.denekan, Alhaji A. L. 
6. Adeniya, Mr S. S. -A. · 
7. Adeyemo, Mr J. 0. 
8. Adeyi, Chief A. 0. . ,"'" 
9. Adibi, Mr N. A. 1 

10. Adigun, Chief J; 0 .' 
11 ~ Aina, Mr E. 
12. Ajibola, Mr A. 
13. Akere, Mr C. I. 
14. Akerele, MrS. A. 
15. Akingboye, Mr A. 0. 
16. Akintola, ChiefS. L. 
17. Akran, Oba C . D. 
18. Aniyi, Mr I. 0. 
19: Anuku, .Mr E. < 

20. Areola, Mr R. 0. 
21. Aruwajoye, Mr S. B . 
· 22. A tie, Mr A. · 
23. Babatola, Chief J. E. 
24. Edeki, Mr I. 
25. Ewah, Mr B. G. 
26. Fadayiro, Chief E. A. A.- ', 
27. Fawehinmi, Alhaji B. 0. 
28. Fetuga, Mr M. A. 
29. Gbolahan; Mr 0 . 0. · · 
30. Idodo, Mr M.A. 
31. Kehinde, Mr J .. 0. 
32. Kotoye, Mr N. A. B. · 
33. Lana, Mr R. A. 
34. Momoh, Mr K. S. Y. 
35. Odebiyi, Chief J. A. 0 . 
36. Odigie; Mr J. 0. . . '. 
37. Og\lndiran, Mr D. ' 
38. Ogunyele, Mr Y. 
39. Oke, Mr E. 0. . 
40. Okeya, Mr S. A. ' 
41. Olaniyan, Mr B. · 
42. Olukoju, Mr I. A. . 
.43. Olumofin, Mr D. K. 1 

• • 

,44. Olusa, Mr R. A. : •· . ' 
45 . . Omitowoju, Dr. J. 0. 
46. Onasanya, Mr S. , 
47. Opaleye, Alhaji Z. A. · · 
48. Orowole, Mr D. 0. 
49. ' Osagie; Mr B. E. 0. · 
50. Osuntokun, Chief J, 0. 
51. Ositelu, Mr I. A. , 
52. Otobo•; Mr J. E . 
53. Otubanjo, M rS. A. 
54.· Oye, Mr J. 0 . . 
55 . Popoola, M r 0 . A. 
S~ . Sanni, Mr S. A. 

·,, 

. ·i . 

.··. 

-, 
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57. Akerele, MrS. 0. 
58; Williams, Mr C. A. 

Tellers for the Noes 

59. Awopcju, Mr J, 0. 
60. Odutuga, Mr J .. ~ . .. , 

• ' ' 
1 

J t ' ' • I ' ~ ~ , 
1
, ' 1 ' ' 

Amendment, negatived, . ·~ ·; 

Clause 2 agreed to-.·. :· 

Clauses .3, 4 and 5. agreed to. 

:(Mr Speaker resum~d the Chair.) 

Bili reported without amendments, read ,the 
Third. time and passed. , · 

Sitting suspended at 12.05 p.m. 
'· ·· Sitting _resumed at 12.55 p.m. 

THE 1961-62 APPROPRIATION BILL 
. . 

_(Third Allotted Day) 

: · Considered in, Committee of Supply 
:(House in Committee) 

HEAD 337-.MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
,,, Question proposed, that the sum of £1,169,830 
·• for Head 337-Ministry of Local Government 
· ·· - stand part of the Schedule. · 

Mr Chairman: I h~pe that hon. Gentle
men would at the same time take He~ds 346, 
733,' 742 of this same Ministry along with 337. .. 

Mr J. A. Riemu: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
beg ·to move' that the sum of£5 be deducted 
from the Estimates ' of the Ministry · of Local 
Go:verriment. Every one in this Region is in 
coristant fear of one kind or another. 

Mr Kotoye: We .. are not. 
.·. . 

Mr,rRiemu: Even Obas, Chiefs, Obis, 
civil servants and women, and even the un
sophisticated bushman or woman are in 
constant fear of. this Ministry . of Local 
Gov~r.t;>-inent. If you will ·allow me to digres~, 
a , Btll : has been passed to nominate our 
WO'qlen .to .councils and, as far as we know, 
there is no council in this Region that will in 
future not be controlled by the Action Group 
because . of -the awkward method of injecting 
not only traditional members but women into 
councils. By God's grace, God will redeem 

i' us. · I have said thatthere are true supporters 
of Obis and chiefs and traditional institutions, 
which any Government worth its salt should 
preserve, without politics. Those on the 
stool should be held dearly and •with respect. 
These ·must ~ be . above politics. Since the 
time of the British the chiefs had been held 
in pigh_ esteem. . I hope you understand what 
I mean by this. While the Minister of Local 
doyeniment has . threatened the stab.ility of 

this old-time. institution by pushing it from 
one Ministry to the other, he wants to see that 
he not only subjected our chiefs to a sort of 
humiliation but also to disgrace. Today we 
con know what humiliHtion Ol.lr chiefs · have 
suffered. Yestetday w~ were told that tthey 

. were under the Ministry of Loeal Government 
imd today · they · are under · the Ministry of 
Chieftaincy Affairs. (Government Member: 
Have you . a chief?) · If you look into the 
records in your Ministry you will know :who 
is the chief in my place. We knpw our chiefs. 
Mr Chairman,. we know quite, well that there 
is no Oba in this Region .who thrives well , 

. unless he is a member of the Actio~ Group . . · 

Government Benches! What of the Oba 
of Benin? : · 

i, 

Opposition Member: ·He is a statesman. 

Mr Riemu: It is · all brought about ,by 
this pernicious Ministry. · We all know that 
any Oba or chief in this Region who is not 
toeing the party line of this Government is 
either deposed or exiled. That is why I say 
that everybody ' in this .Region, even Obas, 
are constantly in fear of this Government. 
By God's grace we have a consolation. The 
consolation is that we shall be moving away 
with the creation of the Midwest State. ·· 

No civil servant from the .lowest to the 
highest in the . Region is safe unless he is a 
party member of the Action Group. As for 
the unsophisticated farmers or bushmen in 
th~ r~motest part of the Region, they are 
pnsoners. 

Mr' Chairman: Membership of · the 
Action Group is not relevant 'to the Ministry 
of Local Government. . , 

Mr Riemu: What I have been told so far· 
is that I must not refer to NCNC or Action 
Group in this House. 

Mr Chairman: '! never said so. Say · 
something that is relevant to this Headir;g. 

Mr Riemu: That is why I say that 
everybody . is in constant fear and something 
should be done to see that some sort of mercy 
is meted out to the people Of this Region. 
If there is law there must be mercy. · 

Mr G. I. Oviasu: Mr Chairman, 'sir, we 
know time will not be too much, ·or, rather, 
that time spent on the debate on this particular 
Ministry, no matter how long it is, should · 
not be considered wasted. 

It is the practi e of the Minister of Local 
Government to manipulate fraudulent legisla
tion in. this ~egion in order to give ~dvan~~g7 

q 
J 

; I 
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to the Action Group party in which he is : 
So you see, Sir, that since 1957 when they 
brought into this · House the Local Govern
ment Law, 1957, the Local-Government Law 
has been amended more · than a thousand 
times: These' fraudulent-manipulations that 
I refer td are these. 

For example, the same . Minister brought 
' ihto the floor of this House a legislation 
whereby it will be possible to further inject 
women into · local councils. It stands to 
reason, Sir, that at this stage .it will al~ost be· · 
impossible for the NCNC Oppos1t10n to 
contr0l a council in this Region, because the 
Minister of Local Government, who is an 
architect of everything evil-so clever, he is 
clever ~n his own direction-d()es not only 
inject women into the councils; 'he will also 
inject traditional members into the councils. 

" .• In my Division, Sir, in 1958;we won four and 
half councils (Chief Odebiyi: Four and a half? 
f9ur ·councils please). Four and half because 
there was a tie-twenty, twenty. After t~e 
injection . of traditional members, those 
members who were supporters of the Action 
Gro.up, the balance tilted in favour of the 
Action Group, and even the control of the 
Divisional Council fell into the hands of the 
Action Group. This is a shameless rape on 
democracy. And· that is the man who is 

, responsible for _ all these evils; valiant type 
of mischiefs. · · 

Well, I know what is called collective 
responsibility; but everyone has a portfolio. 
It is what he brings to the Cabinet that is 
debated. He was not ashamed to say this 
morning that the people he put in the T~x 

. Assessment Committee were men of integrity 
(Mr Amadasun: Oh dear!). On. the various· · 
Assessment Committees in my area I say that 
the type of people you find, as a Member on 
this side has said, are irresponsible, · jobless 
people who have not paid tax beyond fiat rate 
in their lives. Those-are the people who sit 
in judgment to assess people who are be.tter 
qualified than themselves. And all these 
members are members of the Action Group. 
Some of them are Field Secretaries. · I think, 
Sir; that is very, very unfair; an,d it is very 
unfair for the Minister to come to say here 
that the people he appointed are men of 
integrity and that those are people-who will 
conduct their business without fear or favour, 
who ' will not be .. biased. · I tell you, Sir, the · 
sort of people he appointed in the various 
Assessmept Committees are people who toe . 
the Action Group party .line. 

The Local Government Service Board is 
very. 'nep'otic .it\ its · ways . . We find that 

people . who are appoint.ed to that · Board arc 
usually (1) Action Group . supporters and 
Customary Courts . Judges, (2) . Members 
of the "Ogboni" Society', that dreadful 
society; and I wonder if it reflects credi·t 
to the head of that commission. • _Even· 
there are instances, Mr Chairman, where 
a local 'government stafr"committ'ed a crime: 
he was guilty of embezzlement, ·speculation 
on public funds. This' case was reported ,to 
the Ministry and he was not even interdicted. 
Today he is still working in Benin D~visional · 
Council. Far from that, Sir, this particular 
Ministry has speCialised in insidious ~ays of 
sucking in,to the buttr!;!ss of politics the staff 
of the various District Councils. If these· 
boys choose to be honest, doing their work in . 
the proper way, in the line of rectitude, they 
are called NCNC supporters, but when they 
play the Action Gro\lp politics, oh! they are 
the "good boys". , And all these things pass 
on to the Minister of Local Government; 
some have . actually been reported to him 
and he takes no notice. 

Then you' have . the dreadful' dissolu~io~ ~·f 
councils. Councils are dissolved ··without · 
triaL Nearly · all the local . councils ·ate· 
dissolved without trial. · The only reason 
usually given, Sir, for these dissolu~ions 
would appear to the unwary as cogent .. ' 
I give instances of some councils . recently . : 
dissol,ved. ' .I 

At the height. of his vendet;a ,. agai~s.t ti 
Members of the Opposition the Minister{'of; · .. 
Local Government rose on the floor '' of-' 
this House a few days. ago · to · launch"' uri.- :~ 
precedented attacks on the Members of the · 
Opposition, particularly · on . the person _of ·. 
the hon. Leader of the Opposition, and · 
own person. Among other things, ; he. 
that the lfe Divisional Council was · 
because the Council was ' ~orrupt 
the chai~m~mship of Hon. • .... · ,·,-~'·" 
hon. the Leader of the Opposition~;.: 
further went on to say that the Benin 
District Council was als.o dissolved 
of corrupt practices under the ... u .au' ·'"" ... "'~! 
...... (Government Benches: "G. Oviasu' 
the hon. Member for Benin Central · 
G. I. Oviasu. (Alhaji Adegbenro: . ·So 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the question 
dissolution of the Benin ; City .. . 
Council has been dragged to the Press 
the Radio. But since the Ministry · of 
Government chooses to use this forun;1' 
to hit below the belt, I think this 
the appropriate time for me_ to reply. 

Sir, the Minist~r of Local 
said that the Benin City District 
dissolved because the Chairman 
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·council, · hon. 'oviasu, "awarded contrads of 
the . council to himself to'' supply the Council 
with drugs, and not only drugs, but also such 
things ' that have nothing to do with drugs, 
like raclis, shovels, beds, .and so on. Before I 
reply; Sir, I have to tell you that all that the 
Minister of Local . Gove'rnment ought to have 
done was not to indulge in mud-slinging; he 
should have gone straight to the point. 

. We on this sid~ of the House have been 
~ttacking Government measures and policies, 
but.we have not mud-slinged any personality 
·on that. side of the House; but I think it is the 
good taste of parliamentary democracy. If 
.these members choose to . vent their spleen 
on us because we criticise actively Govern
ment measures (and when I asked them in 
private they said, "Well, you started it; we 
never stole £99,000; we never threw away 
£3,000,000 . to ! the :Nigerian . Investment 
Properties Limited")-but you will note, Sir,. 
that. we , werer attacking measures, policies, 
and not personalities-when it comes to the 
attack of personalitie.s too I tell ' you, Sir, 

.·.that we on 1this . side of the House are- not 
weak in that game. 

. ·The Benin '.CitY Di~ttict Council was not 

. dissolved becaus~ of corrupt practices. 
t • . ~ • . , .,.,; . • I 

Chief Odebiyi: Who is to know better, 
the ·man whO' dissolved or the man whose 
council was dissolved? 

. ' l • ~1) . 

Mr Oviasu·: I was the Chairman of the 
Benin ·city District Council. I now want to 
give · hon. ; .Members on, both , sides of the 
House the Jacts of, the case .. . . 

. Before ·· the ; dissolution of the Benin City 
Diitrict Council I knew of the dissolution 

· four . months in advance.. It was a case of 
first of·all getting conclusions before looking 

• for minor and major premises. This is not 
logical. In pursuance of true premises, first 
of all look for your minor premises, then get 
your condusions. If you have first of all to 
get your conclusions before you qegin. to sort 
out your minor an·d major premises, you are 
bound to bring up what is untrue. And 
that was pre.cisely what happened in the case 
of Benin City District Council. As I said, I 
heard of the , attempt to dissolve that council 
four months beforehand and so I came to 
Ibadan here and went, first of all, to the 
superior of this Minister of Local Govern
ment, that is, the Premier, and I told him that 
I unders~and my council is about to be 
dissolved. · "Please, Sir, I don't say that you 
should not dissolve any council that is 
,corrupt: I, 'myself, I do not stand . for 
corruption," I put it to him, "but before you 

dissolve that council make sure that there is a 
public commission . of inquiry, and · there 
should be rio mercy for al).y culprit." After 
that I also went to the Minister of Local 
Government and told him , all that 1 had · 
been hearing that the council was. to .be 
dissolved ...... (Interruptions). "We are not 
born to sue but to rule. I do not come to 
beg you nof to dissolve that council, · but if · 
you feel that it is corrupt please ensure' tnat · 
you institute · a Commission of ,Inquiry into 
the affairs of that council in order to afford tbt; 
people concerned the opportunity ·to c;lefend 
themselves." I tell you, Sir, that. none . of 
these things was done. 

The only thing , that was · done was the 
surreptitious investigation; and how was it 
done, Sir? . A member of the Local Govern
ment Service in Benin was asked to examine 
the expendit4re of the Benin City Council for 
one year. I wonder · whether you will call 
that a Commission of Inquiry, to investigate 
the expenditure of the Benin City District . 
Council for one year. And what did they 
find? They found vouchers with which a 
pharmaceutical firm in Benin, with which I 
am connected, I agree, .... . . (Shouts of''Sham·e, 
shame'' from Government Benches) ........ . 
supplied drugs to the Benin District Council: 
Because I a1p connected with that firm, . the 
ho'n. Minister of Local . Government is 
insinuating that I award.ed contracts ·to 
myself. (Government Member: Yes.) If I 
did, Sir (I know I am more careful than that) 
it would mean that my interest was clashing 
with my public . duties. But that did ·pot 
happen in this case. (Government Member: 
It did.) That is a very dangerous insinuation. 
In fact, the Mini~ter of Local Government , 
prevaricated by saying· that the Chairman of 
the Benin City D,istrict Council awarded a 
contract to himself. He did not 'tell this 
hon. House how the contract was awarded. 
He should have told this 'House how the 
contract wa!! awarded. There are , many 
ways of awarding contracts. You have the 
Tenders Board, which will call for a commit
tee to give out the contract, or you can have a . 
committee of a council to sit over such .a 
contract and decide to give it out to one :.: . , 
person. But waS this the case with the Benin ,· 
City District Council? ·Is the Minister of 
Local Government insinuating, saying ~hat 
the Tenders Doard, of which I am a member, 
awarded a contract to myself? (Government 
Member: Yes, under your influence.) In fact, 
what happened is this. In any progressive 

. council there is. a. demarcating line between 
·policy-making and execution. The council- · 
lors are responsible for policy-making and 
the staff are responsihle for execution, and 

' • 

.. [ 

' . 
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there is a clear demarcation line. . I think 

· it is unwarranted interference for the. 
councillor to · meddle with the work of 
the ,staff, and also vice-versa. It is 
the . . officers, not the cotincillors, that are 
responsible for the purchase of anything that 
the council uses, ranging from cement for 
building houses to drugs for the dispensaries, 
and it is a standing rule that these officers 

,, .• must call for quotation and g.et drugs, cement, 
' · or anything · from the cheapest source 

(Government Member: As directed by the 
Chairman). What happened in this case was 
that after satisfying himself that the firm from 

· which he bought was the cheapest source, this 
officer went to the establishment where I was 
connec~ed and t?ought these things. I tell 
you, · Str, that they are purchasiflg at a range 
of £5 to · £10 throughout the whole year. 
This crooked ·Minister ·combined the lump 
sumtogethet and called it contract. It was 

' iri ·fact, Sir, purchases - whi~h extended· over~· 
whole 1 year · which he misconstrued as 
co~tract. · · 

Mr · Kotoye : You are cleverer than the 
Minister of Local Government. · 

Mr O~iasu: He also went on ·to say that 
these things were sold at inflated prices. 
Although I am here now, the ·. business 'is 
~oing on, ha;dly do I stay there. --· I am only _ 
connected w1th the business. · 

- .Well, I tell you _ what happened, Sir. 
A~ter. the dis~olution of the Benin -- City 
Dtstnct Council the Management Committee 

I ...... · 
Mr Kotoye: Point of information, . Sir. 

We want. to know who. are the shareholders 
of this pharmaceutical firm. 

Government Benches: 
holders? 

Who ' are the share-

Mr Oviasu: · After the dissolution of the 
Council the Management Committee made 
up exclusively of the Action Group m~mbers 
~ent to investigate whether we sold at 
mflated prices. W~at did they find? · They 
found that these pnces were the most equit
ab~e before they agreed to pay. (Government 
Be:z~hes: You begged.) If I begged, the 
Mmxster of Local' Government will come to 
prove it. I know my rights under the law. 
But if 'the Benin City District Council was 
cOJ;~pt and guilty of all the things that the 
Mm1ste~ has complained of, why was it 
not subJected to a public inquiry to disgrace 
those pe?ple · who are found guilty, as my 
pa.rty the NCNC did 'in Enugu Council? 

We don't mind who is involved: ·If _anybody 
is corrupt push him out; there are provisions; 
under the law. '(Government Memb~: - Not 
that way.) There are provisions in the · la~ 
under which you can get rid of corrupt' 
persons in the Public Service, 

1 

and that is· 
by institution of public inquiry.. Anybody 
~ho is surcharged, who is guilty of corrup~ 
txon, surcharged by the Director of Audit 
you can declare his seat vacant - for : fiv~ 
years and he can,not contest elections. · It is 
in the law. Why did the Minister of Lobi 
Government not avail himself ·of all these 
provisions? (Government Member: .You; 
begged:) You said I begged. . When I ·come· 
to him I s:1id "Dissolve if you_ like; · b;ut 'you 
must appoint a Commission of Inquiry.".· I 
would like to reiterate that determination of 
expenditure for one year does not amount to 
Commission of Inquiry. Because they ·were 
conducting their surreptitious -investigation,'· .• . 
not a word was put before the Secretary '-of : .. >r 

the Council or to the Chairman of the CouAcif 
to explain certain things (Government. Benches: 
No point) (Opposition Benches: Tell -them). ' ; : 

. i f . ' \. ; • • ' • 

Government _Member: _ This ' is ~- ~~ :-
Court of Appeal. · · · 

_Mr Oviasu: Another point . Sir which 
he_ made in his unwarranted. ·att~ck ~as that 
that firm sold hoes and beds· and 'some 
other things which have_ -nothing . . to do ' 
with . drugs. That shows; his- ·· · -
• • 'J' 

Ignorance. - .. 
If you go to Ikeja Medica.l _ St~~es ' ~ ~- · 

pharmacist is heading that place· a,: · ' ' 
enterprise 'should be . able- to' equip ·any 
hospital and, of course, use beds and bl~ets 
and tables and racks as well. ( .-' 
Member: Where?) ·There in Medical Stores 
Ikeja. I wonder if he had ever· had th~--
goodness of going there to: see for . 
instead of him to show his palpable 
on the floor. of this House. ; .}· ' .•. >+: 'll-

. I tell you, Sir, that the Beu'in City 
Council was not dissolved · because ·it . 
cprrupt. The dissolution · was · 
by political selfishness, and 'in- this ·· 
the local Action Grouper~ · in ·Benin 
paid nocturnal visits to Ibadan to see 
Ministers in their hide-outs in · the 
because they want to control the Benin' 
Distri~t Council, and ' it ·· was for 
reasons that that council was ·dissolved.' 

In 'my. Press r~ply · which, · I . 
the NBC did not give - sufficient 
and gave too ,much publicity to his 
_unwarranted attac~, ....... in my Press rep1y; 
!h~nks that the Dazly Ttmes whi~h publisll;e<;i 
It m e7tenso, I ga:ve n!aso~s, political reasons£ 
why Ulat Counc~l was 'd1ssolved ·: • .• •f 
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Government Member: Your reasons 
are watery. 

Mr Oviasu: It is to people :who are' 
unintelligent the reasons are watery but to 
those ,who can think deeply the reasons are 
se>und. . It WAS to m_ake . it p~§!!!bl@ for the 
local Action Group supporters to control 

, the Benin City District Council. If it was 
not so; Sir, why was it that after the dissolu- · 
tion 'all the members of the Management 
Committee were 'all Action Groupers, whereas 
in the original council we had only eight 
Action · Group members and thirty-six 
NCNCers? I gave that, among other 
things, as one of my reasons why the Benin 
City District Council was dissolved in order 
to get the control of , the Council to remain 
in the hands of the Action Group, and also 
to make· it possible , for the Action Group.· 
chiefs to win their way into the ·House ·of 
Chiefs. When I threw that reason as a 
bombshell at that Minister, Sir, for .· one 
week he was not able to answer. . It ·was 
after -a .week he wriggled out that this was 
not , the reason. (Government . Member: He 
was on tour when your reply came.) 

In . Benin Division there · are so many 
councils, and under the old electoral regula
tions for elections to ··the House of Chiefs, 
you know ·they used to go through electoral 
college; the number' of councils controlled . 
by-the NCNC.would have brought out about 
fo~. councillors· to vote in the electoral 
college, and , in the electoral college there 
would .. have been only thirteen. By the 
dissolution of the Benin City District Council 

.. the number of,ActionOroup members in the 
electoral college will now exceed that of the . 
NCNC. When I gave this as a reason, · it 
was ·a bombshell to . the Minister .of . Local 
Government and for 'one week he :could not 
reply . . You will remember, Sir, that a new 
regulation ha.d to be made in order . to 
circumvent my reason for election into the 
House of Chiefs. That is on'e of the wicked 
devices of · this Government. Every hon. 
Member in this House will remember that 
the 'regulations for their election into the 
House of Chiefs were published on the day of 
election. Many of our people did not get it. 

Well, Sir, .he called me a contractor, but 
anybody who lives honestly can be a contrac
tor; he can be a nightsoil man·, and if he does 
his work honestly, there is no shame in it. 
In England,· Sir; doctors and pharmacists 
are contractors . to . the' State. (Government 
l)enches: To be chairman and contractor at the 

· same time?) 'So that·( to refer to me .. as a 
contractor will be showing an appalling 
ignorance. . '. 

I think, Sir, that it is out of tune· with 
parliamt:ntary democracy, morally repre- . 
hensible, for any weakling t'o hide under the 
cloak of parliamentary privilege to launch 
unwarranted attacks on innocent people . . I 
nm honesty personified. (Govern~umt' -Ben· 
ches: Eh !) l am ·honesty personified. 
(Cheers from Opposit:"on ~enches.) Under me 
any council where I serve, any committee. 
which I control, there can ,never be · any 
corrupt practices. This obedient moron of 
his party boos, this fanatic, this architect of 
evils, this character assassin, this machia
vellian politician, · this intellectual invalid, 
this political buffoon, this weakling who takes 
shelter under parliamentary privilege to 
launch unfair attacks on me, should take note 
and know-that though I perambulate the glen . 
of. sepulchre dormitory, I shall not be per-

. turbed by his evil machinations because the 
Omnipotent is with me. -Everything I do as !! 
christian is with the fear of God and I 
cannot therefore indulge in . such unholy 
practices in which this intellectual invalid . 
indulges. 

' ·-Finally, Sir, I want to say in the words of 
Cecil Price that: . 

"Truth crushed to earth shall rise again 
The eternal years of God are .hers, 
But error wounded writhes in pain 
And dies with her worshippers". 

Alhaji Adegbenro: I rise to counter the 
remarks made by -an ~on. Member on the 
Opposition side about the Ministry · and 
myself. When I rose, I caught the ~yes · of 
the Chairman in order to give a fitting reply . 
Whether the hon. Member likes it or not, he 
cannot run away from the fact that what I 
have to say will be recorded in the Hansard · 
and. also his colleagues on the other side will 
carry my message to him. He cannot speak 
to the gallery and get away as such without 
being exposed to the astounding revelations· 
I made about him {luring the Second Reading · . ,. 
of the Appropriation Bill. 

When I made the remarks, I had not my 
diary and files of the Ministry which _deal 
with the District Council in Benin City; I 
simply gave the three concrete reasons about 
his misuse of public funds and the dishonest . 
practices on the part of the then Chairman of 
the Benin District Council. 

·with your permission, Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I would like to read extracts from the findings 
of the Commission of Inquiry I instituted · 
into the Council's affairs. Although Mr 
Oviasu said that "one officer made a Sl,lrrepti
tious investigation';; yet that . is untru~; in 
fact, I appointed two officers to ·carry out the . . . 

mqmry . 
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Report sent to me on the 13th of May, 
1960,,reads as follows·: 

'~Con-travention of ' Financial Memo-
randa 82 ..... . (Interruption). A · payment 
voucher No. 43 of August, 1959: An 
entertainment allowance of £25 for July 
was paid to the Chairman of the Council 

. hon. G. I. Oviasu, and yet he drew another 
.entertainment allowance for the same . 
month on payment voucher 31 of Au~u~t, 
1959 ...... (Interruptions from Opposttzon 
Benches.) 

I promised that I wou~d read . only ex~racts 
but if Members are anxwus to have coptes of 
this · report, I am prepared to furnish- it. 
You all may then expect full text of the 
report. (Shauts of "Bring' it, we would like 
it!" from Opposition Benches). 

Head 37 of the Ministry of Local 
Government Estimates 1959-60: payment 

·voucher 75, and cheque No. 223/72233 
for £64 19s 8d prepared on the instructions 
of the hon. the Minister of Local Govern
ment in payment of arrears due to one of 
the District Council employees. · The 
Chairman refused to sign the voucher or 
countercheck. 

Head 35 :· this Head and Item shows 
that the sum of £3,124 was paid for 
. stationery and · fittings and again another 
expenditure . of £1,168 by the same 
Council.. .. .. (Interruptions from Opposition . 
Benches.) · 

The amount spent on the same items· by 
five ' other Councils in the Division, that is to 
say; in the Beniri. Div~~ion are ·.compared' as 
follows: · 

Iyekuselu District Council £770; 
Iyekovia District Council . £70 
Iyekeowawon District Council £150, Iwor 
£510 and Benin Divisional Council, ~hich 
is the largest and which comprises all 
the other six Councils· in the Division, 
spent only £2,300 for that; while Benin 
City Council spent a substa~tial figure of 
£3,174. 

Approval w~s obtained for the increase of 
the original allocation of £500 by £428. 
The original allocation under this Head was 
£500 but which was increased by -£438. 
It would appear, however, that the item was 

. intended to benefit mainly Karo Chemist 
whose managing director is the Chairman of 
the Benin City Council hon. G. I. Oviasu ...... " 
(Jeers from Government Benches.) 

I am reading from the report of the officers 
.~ho conducted this inquiry. Somebody 

· went to the K8;ro Chemist on 'ri\ursday, 5th 

May. A lady was in charge,: I .am not sure 
whether the lady is the other wife · of · M r 
Oviasu but I know for, certain, Sir, that hon. 
Oviasu) wife is a ph~rrpacis~ in,the qeneral 
Hospital and · also, at one·· t1me, " she was a·_ 
member of the Midwest Advisory Council 
on an average allowance of .£4Q to £50 a 
month. . · 

Also, we compared Karo Chemist prices 
with Benin Cit)r Council prices and were 
convinced that the Council could easily 
have saved £50 by buying drugs, etc., from 
the Benin Divisional Council as well as beds; 
etc., from the appropriate places. 

Truly, it is not easy to justify the rush with 
which £595 was spent in the las.t week of the 
financial year. Only rogues and people who 
have no moral standards to follow do this 
type of thing. Indeed, the Chairman of 
this Council would instruct· that all the 
outst~.r:tding ·balance of reve!lue should be 
spent no matter whether they were actually 
spent or not. · 

Mr Adisa: Point of order. The word 
"rogue" should not be used on any hon. 
Member in this honourable House. · 

Mr Chairman: · Those who live. in glass . 
houses should not throw stones. If Opp_osi .. 
tion.'Members insist OQ throwing strong words 
across, it could not be. helped if the Govern
ment side should return them . 

(Shouts of"Shame, shame," from Government 
Benches.) . 

· Alhaji Adegbenro: · People who have no · 
regard for public property.: .... (Interruption). 
One ·plausible argument advanced by the 
Chairman was that they were bought f9r · 
the use of the new dispensaries and maternity · 
centre at Oha but no satisfactory e~planation 
could be offered for diverting to U selu from 
Oka the sum of £1 OS worth of drugs intended 
for the proposed disp~nsary in Ward tOE, and 
that has been done by someone who had just 
left this House after stating that somebody 
is a character assassin; if I were · a character 
assassin, I would not have saved the people of 
Benin City from the embarrassment of this 
type of .. thing. (Laughter and jeers . from 
Government Benches.) . 
, The concluding section of the report is in 
these words : · 

"To our mind; the foregoing form a 
· strong chain of circumstantial evidence 

· leading irresistibly to the fact that this is a 
glaring case of political jobbery contrary 
to Local Government Circular No. 14 of 
1958 which reduced the award of contracts, 
not only to Council Members in person, 
but also to firms in which Council members 
are partners, direct9rs or shareholders": 



597 1961-62 Appropn.ation Bill 12TH APRIL, 1961 Committee of S upply 598 

[AtHAJI AnECBEN_Ro] 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I, in my capacity as 
Minister of Local Government, have always 
advised councillors and chairmen of councils 
to stand clear .. of anything that may besmear 
their character or their name, but it is 
unfortunate, Sir, particularly in Benin, ..... . 
and only until recently was I forced to apply 
the· rod .. : ... (Cheers from Government. Benches, 
"Minister of terror" ...... ) and for once, Benin 
now knows peace and quiet. 
· · I ca~ assure _my ;Friend, Mr Oviasu, and 
Members will agree with me, that since I · 
made the revelations in this House during 
the Second Reading of the Appropriation 
Bill, he ha.s been very, very . unhappy. In 
fact, he _has to be . rehabilitated because he,_ is 
very 1

. deep in the gutter of corruption, 
perversion of justice, misuse of power, abuse 
of privilege. · 

. We on this .side of the House are morally 
honest ....... (Interruption: Who is not? ,Who, 
~ho?) _ 

It is a . point of duty on my par~ · to .9Wn 
up if any Member came to see me about 
any matter in his area or constituency. 
I have always said so and han. Members can 
bear me out that I· have always co-operated 
when they come to consult me in matters 
of policy. It is true that Mr Oviasu · came 
to me shortly before the dissolution of the 
Benin City Council but he never informed 
me that he had heard that the Council would 
be ·dissolved. He came to me on pended 
knees. It is a pity he is not in the House. 
If i.t is 'required I shall cause the report of 
the inquiry leading to the dissolution of th~ 
Benin City Council to be published in 
extenso, and it will expose this Benin blatant 
rogue ; which · Benin City Council has 
harboured for three years. 
'' . : j. . l ~ ' . ··~ . 
', M~ Adisa: , Point of .. order. (Shouts of 

''Sit down" froin Government Benches). Order 
27, rules 5 . and 6. The word rogue is most 
unpa~li~entary;. 

t- !r #- • h 

'Mr. Chairman: I still maintain that those 
who live in ·,glass houses should not throw 
stones, . and: wlienever . ·a stone is thrbwn 
from this: side I shall not hold back the hands 
of the people here. 

· ·~ -~- l ,4 Jj 4, ' J ( 

Alhaji-· Adegbenro :· I am brought up in 
a home .,where great :regard and respect to 
the · moral ' integrity of the individual is 
upheld. ~- ._-Mr Chairman, Sir, I am t;ot used 
to the use·of bad l,ahguage . .... . (Loud mterrup-
tions). · Mr Chairman, Sir, I think I will ask 
for .your': protection: '. Mr . Chairman, Sir, I 
am not used to such ' language, and: in this 

u 

House I have never stood on my legs to attack 
the person· of anybody unduly and I have· 
not on any occasion · whatsoever poured 
indecent abuses on anybody and I still 
maintain that I am not brought up · in tha·t 
condition. M embers of this House know 
me very well and I don't have to give him · 
the -way he has given me. But I will say . 
this: to be carried to my Friend . Mr Oviasu. 
In the game of politics, it is true you can 
have' your bricks · and you can throw them 
and you must be careful · because it may 
happen that you are throwing them at 
yourself. Whatever happens, by the Gra<;:e 
of God, I am what I am, not_ because Mr 
Oviasu comes from Benin or anywhere else. 
In this nervousness 'to defend the indefensible. 
he went out of the way to' attack my person. 
I will leave him for the people to judge 
whether he is a right person to be in the 
front . bench of the Opposition... · 

There is one other point. He referred to 
the Ikeja Medical Stores t~ justify himself. 
that chemists can sell bedspreads, cutlasses, 
etc.,· to councils. Mr Speaker, Sir; han. 
Oviasu is a pharmacist. He is not a medical 
practitioner and the medical stores at Ikeja is 
supposed to serve at! our medical practitioners 
in this Region. As it were, Mr Oviasu was 
involved in the award of a contract of over a 
thousand pounds to a firm in which he is 
the sole director from a council of which · he 
was the chairman. The people on the other 
side .have not thought of calling him aside 
and giving him a pat on the back that he is 
wrong this way. Instead of doing that they 
laugh and laugh. I am sure that this Region 
is really lucky that they are packing out of 
this place. (Loud interruptions from the 
Opposition.) Whether they are in _Opposition, 
Members of the other side form part and 
parcel of this Government. But is this the 
way that the new State in the .Midwest is 
going to be run? (Government Benches: By 
crooks.) By misappropriators of public funds, 
embezzlers, people who have no moral code. 
I thirik, Sir, that our people in the Mi~west 
will be freed from the shackles and tentacles 
of men like Mr G. I. Oviasu.. · 

Mr Adisa rose-

Chief J. 0. Adigun : The question 
should not be opened again the Minister has 
replied. · · 

· Chief J. 0. Osuntokun: I support that 
the question should nbt be ope~ed again. 

Amendment negatived. 
Question that the sum of £1,169,830 for 

Head 337- Ministry of Local Government
stand part of the Schedule , put and agreed to. 

.. 
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HEAD 346.- LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICE BoARD 

secondary modern . schools but we are no~ 
privileged to have television · sets in Modern 
Schools. 

• t • ~ • 

Mr Chairman, Sir, with these observations,· 
I beg ~o move. (Government Benches: No 

Question ·proposed, that the sum of £18f770 
for Head . 346-Local Government . Service 
Board...:_stand part of the Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 
point.) · ... 

· HMu 733.~MINISTRY OF LocAL 
GovERNMENT 

Question proposed, that the sum of £1,850 for 
Head 733-Ministry of Local Government
stand part of the Schedule . . 

Question put and agreed to. . ; 

Mr T.· E. Elusade: Mr Chairm'an, Si~: · I 
t' illc to ·support the Motion. (Govermn,nt 
Benches: Good tall~.) I mean the Amend-
ment. -. · 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the Ministry of. 
Information is not rendering any useful 
service to the community. The main 
purpose-- of this Ministry, or ohe · of ! the 

HEAD 742.- LocAL GoVERNMENT important duties of the Ministry, is the publi-
SERVICE BOARD cation of Western News, which does not give 

any information at all but only publicises the 
(OTHER NoN-RECURRENT ExP&NDITURE) Government party. 

Question proposed, that the sum of £300 for Mr Chairman, Sir, apart from that, it is· a 
Head 742-Local Government Servic Board- · · Ministry which should have been combined 
stand part of the Schedule. with the Ministry of Home Affairs and a lot 

Question put mid agreed to. 

Mr . Chairman: This appears to be a 
. convenient time for a long break and the 
· committee will resume at 8 o'clo'ck tonight. 

•. ~ .. Sittting suspended at 2.08 p.1JZ. 
Sitting resumed at 8.20 p.m. 

-Mr Chairman : We would have started 
with the Ministry of Justice, but as the 
Minister of Justic~ is not here we go to 
the Ministry of Information. 

HEAD '332.-MINISTRY OF INFORMATION 
Question proposed, that the sum of £161,000 

under · Head 332-Ministry ·of Information
stan~ pqrt of the Sche~ufe. 

Mr 'F.· Ebube.dike: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
rise to move an amendment that Head 332, 
Min,istry of Information, be . reduced by £5. 

The Ministry of . Information, Mr Chair
man; really is not carrying out the work it is 

·'supposed to do. This Ministry really should 
: have seen that all these vans it has placed in 
my constituency are used ...... ( Governme~t-. 
Benches: Sit down if y.ou have,.no point). 
This is not being done. We have a cinema 
van which is being carried about . in . my 
Division by this Ministry. This Ministry is 
supposed to stage cinema shows regularly in 
iny area for school children. (Government . 
B_enches: You are living in Lagos.) · 

·. Mr Chairman, in proposing this · amend
ment, I say that the Minister of Information 
should make it a policy that schooJs privileged 
to own . television sets should not be schools 
owned only by Action Group members. In 
mr con~tituency, we have got electricity and 

of money · would have been· saved. I would 
say that when an economist was the head· of 
the Government, this Government practised 
economy, but now that the Government is 
being headed by a lawyer, perhaps we still 
need a lawyer/ecoaomist to be at the head of 
the Government, and I can also ~ssure hon .. 
Members that lawyers are not ·squander
manias as such, but here . we have tiny 
Ministries being given a Minister, a Regional 
Minister in· the Ministry, and so on. and so 
forth, with the paraphernalia of a Minister. 
These are evidence of waste of public 
funds. · ~· 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I support the Amend-
ment. 

Amendment proposed . ,. .~ 

Mr I. 0. Aniyi: Mr Chairman; Sir, I rise · 
to support the original Motion. 1 I need ' to . 
thank the Ministry of Information for the 
duties being · performed in the · Region, · 
especially in my Division. / The ' Ministry 
has amplified its activities -in 'my· area,~ the 
Oshun . Division. The officer in " · 
the cinema often goes round to schools · 
evenings to make announcements and' l 
carries information to both men, 
children and gives first-hand u· 11otmlatwrt:;pr 
the activities of Government. ' 1

; ;. · 
"' ~- l 

. But> I wish the engine being· used 
because it _ often covers ·a vast, area ' 
Division. · For instance, . a van. 
Aiyedade · District Council, Iwo 
Council, Ede District Council, and"'/'\'"""'"'"""'" 
the van plies Ibadan and Oyo Provinces: 
If given a new car or machine, I am sure·the 
service of the Ministry will be extended 
more areas of the Region. . · 
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Mr J. 0. Adeyemo: Mr Chnirmo.n1 Sir, . Mr A. Atle! Mr Chairman, · Bir, :'~the· · 
I rise to oppose the Amendrnel)t proposed by G overnment has done everything possible 
the Member on . the other side of the House. to satisfy every section of this House . . The .. 
We on this side, Sir., are very. grateful to Information Service of .th.e Western .Region 
Government for the activities of this Ministry. is the best, I repeat; the best. It is . the . 
The. hon. Member will agree with me that best in the whole Federation of . Nigeria. 
the television service of this Region is superb One will realise that even though we budgeted 
and . really bears its name-"The First in . £39 million the federal Government is 
Africa".. ' bpdgeting ·for £52 million, but I can .a·ssure 

But I like to see the prices of television sets ·you, Sir, that even the Federal Government . 
and radio sets controlled. Mr Chairman is . trying to bring . television by copying 
Sir, 'some of th~ -foreign firms know that our from the Western Region ~ · 
people like information. To this end, they · In every Division in the Region the ~ 
used to increase the ·prices Of radio sets Information Officers do go about reporting · 
always. People . who have sets in any one Government activities to the people . of the : 
village will enable the activities of Govern- Region, , and apart from that, · Sir,. I think 
ment towards the progress and welfare · of that the only tri_qe left ·out -in

1
'the ·Western·, 

this Region to be ·widely · and properly news is the Ijaw tribe. I am urging ·the 
disseminated. Minist~r - of Information . to . incl~de . Ijaw~ 

., What i am tryi~g to 'say, Sir, is that the news on the Western news. .The Itsekiris · 
Minister should see that the activities of have no particular language of expression 
this able and efficient Government be heard in the Western news but they understand 
irt every corner of the Region. Y aruba and can benefit when the Y oruba 

:.-Mr Chairman, 'sir, I beg to oppose . the . news is relayed. We urge the Minister ·to 
ir1clude Ijaw riews. Amendment. · 

Mr P. V. Okwesa: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
ri,se ' to . support the Amendment that the 
Ministry's· vote be . redueed by £5. In 
doing so, I bear in mind the fact that, at the 
moment, there ·seems to be no means of 
disseminating information to the people in 
my 'constituency. · ~ · 

I \ I ' 

. , The Government free cinema vans cannot 
travel to all parts of my constituency and the 
cinema barge ,which -is,· said to have been 
provided by t.the ,Government .. has never 
.reached'my ·constituency and a great majority 
of the school..children in . the .Ndosimili area 
do not enjoy. the , Government free cinema 
made possible by ·.the van or the barge, so 
that before, we hear -of any Gov~mment 
policy~ O.J- measu~e( . the story has already 
bec?~e stale and second_-hand. 
·· ( ap.peal to·the,. Minister of Information to 
se~~ t<?,. 1it,, that greater .. attention is paid to the 
rfyer~rie ar~~: of, Aboh\Division. 

· .Mr Chairman, Sir, I have often watched · 
· the television. 1 The W.N.T.V. which the 
.. Go-t.emment boastS of as being the fir~t in the 
: whole world. : ... ~ (Government Benches: First 

in·./)..frica/) 4 I like tq s,ay, .Sir, that more native 
pic~t;e~. tshould ~be . filmed. Scenes in the 
Region should have been depicted rather than . 
.scepes , from , Europe .. and America. We 
want · more, of our activities in 'the Region 
depicted- rather than those · which are very 

· foreign and. of no interest to lis. 
•. ;.: - . t(' 't • : 

. MJ;" ,-,Chairman :LSir; , I beg to support the 
Amendment. " . 

Apart from that Sir, I don't think that 
those who claim that the Western Region 
Information Service is not . doing well are ' " 
doing justice to themselves; if not they 
should have realised . what the Miqistry of 
Information . is doing and should .. have 
congratulated the Minister; but instead of 
that they come here to oppose the . Motion 
and support the Amendment without' even 
one single item of information that will 

· make us on this side of the House to feel · 
satisfied. ·. The Ministry of Information has 
done a lot and if they are sincere they 
should congratulate the Ministry and ought 
not to oppose that Ministry even though 
they might criticise other Ministri~s. 

> • • 

· Mr Chairman, I know very well that 'in the 
Western Ija'Y Division · the Federal Govern:.. 
ment installed two · telecommunication 
services: · You will be surprised to hear that 
we have not spoken to one · station outside 
the !jaw Division. · The telecommunication 
services a-re not working . and I am urging 
the Minister of Information to urge , the,.. ·:
Federal Government to see ,. th~t, ._tJ..,-
communication services an'' ' -
if for. fancy s~e "' · -
been there but i\ 
spoken one wo\ 
we of Western Ij ~. 
1 don't think that \ 
you people on thl 
We have three l 
Division and we h~ 
Benin Division ... . .. (1 

\ 

\ 

; I 
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The Minister of · !~formation (Chief CoiJling back to my Friend from Naosimili. 
· E. A. A. Fadayiro): The hon. Members on · He is an- old hand. As far as . we are con
the other side who have spoken have talked cerned, this om: Television has got everything 
about the amenities they want. My han. possible within the few months of its inception 
F~iend from Badagry, Mr Ebubedike, knows to show our custom and tradition in every 
that his whole activities in finding schools possible•. way. Not only that; if you have 
all over the place will grossly mflke him ever watched the television you will see 
not realise that we ·give television sets people from Ndosimili dancing on television. 
·freely to only secondary grammar schools As soon as this House adjourns sine die you . 
and not primary schools at Ajegunle.· It is cannot come here. I say that your allegation 
true that you may know your area but, so far, that you do not see our cinema barges is not 
.there is no secondary grammar school there, correct because I know what is obtaining in 
but I can assure him and the Minister of the Midwest. We have placed acinema van 
Economic Planning, Chief Oba C. D. at Kwale and we have a barge at Ashaka. 
Akran, that they will soon have one secondary Mr Chairman, in the Constituency of this . 
school there and as soon as they have it ·we han. Member alone · we have two, and 
sl~all su~ely supply television set to the school. instead of thanking the Government for · 

educating the less educated masses in his 
area he has come here to complain. If only . 
Members,of the Opposition can go back and 
tell their people what the Government is 
doing for them, things will be well. My 
good Friend on this side, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Local Govern
ment, Mr · Chairman, has mentioned the ' 
question of Radio Nigeria. I will hand him . 
over to the han. the Leader'·of the Opposition 
to tell his peqple in Lagos to include !jaw 
among the languages in Nigeria. , We have 

· Already as I have said, we supply not less 
than 300 sets to secondary grarnntar schools 
in this Region. . • · 

On the question of announcement of rates 
by our cinema vans, it is always difficult for 
the Opposition to realise when to draw ·a 
line between announcit:lg .local government 
activities and announcing their own party 
activities. · As far as we are concerned in this 
Region we do give instructions to our 
cit:Iema vans that they should help Govern
mtmt in announcing the collection of rates. 
What has been our experience is that our 
commentators have· reported to us that 
the Opposition Members would like them 
to do what is against Government policy. 
If the han. Members on the other side will · 
co-operate with our field staff I assure them 
that the officers of the Ministry of Information 
will come to their aid. · 

With regard to cinema shows, these vans 
~re equipped with all the eguipment, the 

"·: projectors, etc.• They show cinema at 
public centres · and market squares on 
documentary films; also films depicting the 
activities of the Government. If the hon . .. 
Member . will only stay more in his constitu
ency than at Lagos he would have seen 
them going round in Araromi, . Ajegunle and 
Awori. I think the Government has built 
a very goqd road from Ajegunle to Awori 

,and cinema vans have been plying the road. 

, I~ is not alway~ easy when . we do go out 
on this work. We have to pick out things 
which are of interest and in accord with 
the pqlicy of Government. 

· Mr Elusade made an attack which he cannot 
prgve~ I t,mderstand, he is a lawyer. :I have 
ruwer met him before. What I want to 

a sound broadcasting system in the Western 
Niger~a Broadcasting Service which is the 
most powerful in Nigeria. As soon as we 
.start on tribal languages I will see to it that 
we shall certainly consider the languages of 
the Regiol). and !jaw will be considered. As 
far as ·tele-communication is concerne-d as 

. ' soon as possible I will communicate through 
the usual channel to the Federal Government 
not to close up Western !jaw. This Opposi
tion come here every time and say they want 
special area. They' have a tele-communica
tion which has been closed down ·and they · 
are the people who say they are fighting for 
the peopl«;! of Ijaw. They are the people .in 
the Federal Government. ' : 1 

•.'. 

Amendm,ent put and negatived. 
Question that the sum ·of £161,000 for · 

·Head 332- Ministry of Information- stand ·· 
part of the Schedule put and agreed to. 

HEAD 728-MINISTRY OF INFORMATION , 

(OTHER NON-RECURRENT EXPENDITURE) ~~ . • 

Question proposed, that the sum of £28,080 .. ~ 
for Head 728- Ministry of InformatWn
stand part of the Schedule. 

Question put ·and agreed to. ; · '' . . ~ 
HY.D 3JJ....,..,MINI§TRY QF MIDm§T Anh!R§ ' 

tell hi.r1l is that I like him to draw a line ' Question proposed, that the sum of £24,030' 
between Government party and the Party , , for Head 333- Ministry of Midwest Affairs--
in power. stand part of the Schedule. 
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Mr T. E. Igugu:' Mr Chairman, Sir, Sir, up til~ today the findings of the. Report 
this · is an independent Nigeria and anyone have not been publi!;>hed. . (Government 
charged with any duty of public concern Benches: Is that all you want to say?) . 
must hav~ to work very hard. It is no (Interruptions.) 
question of bringing whisky or calling The sum of £600 was sent down to this 
~ockt~il parties at plJ.blic _ expense. Such a town, Ibadan here. . The money was counted 
man ·must be prepared to place first and here and . handed over to somebody here. 
foremost the interest of the fortunes of this (Government Benches: To whom?) 
Region. Sir, the future of our . natural 
rulers in the Midwest is at stake and ,some-

- thing mm~t be done to liberate them from 
the clutches of these unscrupulous politicians. 
For instance, in Urhobo Division, natural 
rulers are being tortured, molested and 
dragged inte politics: The Minister of 
Midwest Affairs can bear me out if he is 
sincere. Local Action Group leaders in 
Urhobo Division collect money from the 
natural rulers with . the pretence that they 

In the name of the Premier, a person acting 
on behalf of the Premier, said that he needs 
a ram for the Minister for eating what the 
U rhobos call "U godo", meaning porridge . . 
The people were unable to get the ram on the . 
spot and a sum of £3 was g.iven to the 
person concerned ·for the Minister to feast. 
Why should this Ministry exist at all? Mr 
Chairman, I think this Government s_hould 
take very serious step over this matter . . 

are coming to Ibadan to meet the Minister . M r Chairman: The ram or the £600? 
responsible so that they may be recognised as (L h 
traditional rulers. Mr Chairman, sir, this is aug ter.) 
a very big shame on this Governme~t. 

Mr Chairman: Beg your pardon, the 
Action Group collected money or the 
Government? 

Mr Igugu: Yes. Party agents of the 
. Action Group,. · _, . 

Mr Chairman: It · ··is a shame on the 
people who collected the money. 

Mr Igugu: I say that if the Minister of 
Midwest Affairs can hear me out, I know 
what I am saying. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, this Ministry should be 
declared redundant (Opposition ' Benches: 
Hea.r, hear), because it is serving no useful 

·purpose for the people of the Midwest. 
Rather, Sir, this 'Ministry, working in 

:concert with the Ministry of Local Govern
ment, is . causing a lot of trouble in the· 
Midwest. Mr Chairman, Sir, our mutual 
understanding, our social understanding, is 
also · at stake. Something must be done. 

_;4- I I 

. Mr Chairman, Sir, I understand from a 
,very reliable source (Government Benches: 
1
Always reliable!) .and I am prepared to be 
responsible for the statement I am going to 
make~ The · Leader of the Opposition has 
alleged in this House .that the sum of £600 
has been collected frotn certain ·people il} 
this Region. · .. I would like to make it quite 
clear to this House. : .... (Laughter). You are 
laughing. · (Increased Laughter.) I. under
stand Sir, from. a •very reliable source that the 
Minister of Midwest Affairs went to lkire to 
conduCt an inquiry into the dispute between 
the Urhobos . in. lkire and the Yorubas. 

.Mr Igugu: The relationship between the 
Yorubas and the Urhobos is about to be 
severed and something must be done . . An 
inquiry must be instituted into this affair . . 
The Premier's conduct might be exculpated 
from the affairs of this Ministry which I say 
.is redundant . . Tha~ you, Sir . 

Mr J. A. Riemu: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I beg to support the Amendment that the 
sum of £5 be deducted from Head 333-
Ministry of . Midwest Affairs. With the 
establishment of this Ministry we thought 
that the terminology "extraneous matters", · 
also associated with the Midwest, would be 
abrogated. (Fire, Fire.) One could have 
thought that this Ministry or this Minister 
would serve as a liaison between th~ Govern
ment of this Region and the Midwest' as an 
entity in matters concern~d with the develop
ment and · raising of the standard of living 
of the people . . But' instead o.f these things, 
Mr Chairman, · Sir, what do we find? The 
contrary. When other Ministers were 
fighting for 'good roads for their areas, water 
supply, industries, this Minister is complacent. 
We find that no rubber research station is to 
be established somewhere in Benin Province. 
We understand that one of the greatest 
achievements of this Minister so fat is the . 
erection of one Secretariat in Benin and up 
till now that Secretariat's foundation has not 
been raised beyond D .P.C. level. 

Mr Chairman: Could you enlighten me; . 
what is meant by D .P.C.? 

__ Mr Riemu: I am not an architect. I 
know that D.P.C. is a level a little bit ab'ove 
the foundation. (Laughter) 

. . ~ ·,..:. 
; I 



' . .. 
' 

607 1961-62 'Appropriation. Bill . .12TH ·APRIL, 1961 608 

[MR . RIEMU] ·, 

Mr Chairman; two · people. have had this 
Ministry at tWo different times. ' Mr Chair) 
man, Sir, I hope you are listening. (Laughter. 
There w~s a time when the Minister who was 

· in charge of Home Affairs was also responsible 

~ .• 

· for the Midwest Affairs. At that time, as far 
as we could see, that Minister succeeded in 
bringing some amenities to his home town, 
because he managed to tar some roads in 
!shan and Afenmai Divisions , but since this · 
Minister has · taken over the Ministry we have 
not seen anything ·that he has done. So 
much money is ·wasted by the Western 
Region for this Ministry and I would like to 
have a ·little · review of the amou~t which has 
been spent on this Ministry. This "Wasting 
Regio_n" of Nigeria, Mr Chairman, Sir, has 
voted a sum .of £20,000 to what somebody 
has · called a redundant Ministry. I would 
like to ask that if there is any time for the 
abolition of this particular Ministry it is now. 
Apart from that his personal emolument in 
this Ministry is questionable. Under Fixed 
Vehicle Allowances £2,900, Local Transport 
and Travelling' £2,000, altogether £4,900, 
.. .... (G9vernment Benches: It is for the 
workers please.) · 

Once again it is clear th.~.t the saying of the 
' Opposition that the Ministers and Parliament

ary Secretaries earn £75 as fixed vehicle 
allpwance is incontrovertible as it is indis
putable. (fire, fire.) Another allegation 
that 'auditors have been warned against 
queries of Minif:iters' vouchers cannot be 
dismissed with a clear conscience. No 
matter the degree of vehemence with which 
that allegation is defended, the more you 
deriy it the. more we believe it. ~-

Mr Chairman, I support the Amendment. 
. Amendment proposed. 

Mr Okurnagba: I would with respect 
say, Sir, that this particular Ministry has 
outlived its usefulness and, whatever they say 
and whatever they do, the Midwest has 
come to stay. What is now necessary, Sir, 
is for the Government to scrap · this Ministry 
after the passing of the Midwest Motion in 
the Federal Parliament. The Government 
has disregarded this area in' the past and I see 
no reason why this Government should 
continue to dec'eive the p~ople of the area. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the total expenditure 
for tl)e Ministry of ·Midwest Affairs is 
£24,030. · Of this, Personal Emolutnent is 
£11,380, an\f Other Charges £1 2,650, and 
this is an estimate stipulating what the 
Government would do for the area for the 

. commg financial' year. Do you. think that 

the sum of £12,650 would · be suffiCient' for 
the provision of amenities · for the Midwest 
Area? ··· 1 · ·· ~,,· · 

However, Mr Chairrr!'an, Si~; .I ~-m .happy 
that the Government of the Action Group of 
this Region supports , th_e creation of . the 
Midwest State. 

If the Western Nigeria Government is 
sincere about the creation of the Midwest·· 
State, they ought to have done . something 
reasonable for the development of the Mid
west Area. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, this Government ought 
to have come out with suggestions . about 
how to develop the Midwest Area; the 
Ministry of Midwest Affairs sho'uld constitute 
a Committee of, the House to examine the 
assets of this Government with a view to 
sharing them between Y oruba West and 
the Midwest when the new State had been 
created. _(Interruptions); . . 

Mr Chairman, the Ministe·r for Midwest 
Affairs' should agree with me that he · has 
no statutory powers, and as things stand, his 
position is that of an adviser between the 
various Ministries and the Ministry of 
Midwest Affairs: he only has the power to 
recqmmend to the Ministries. For instance, 
Mr Chairman, he cannot control the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources about 
what developments are necessary in the 
Midwest Areas, nor can he control the 
Ministry of Works ' and Transport;· his 
ftmction is only to recommend . .-- · . . . 

Mr Chairman, Sir, as I ·have said earlier, 
the total expenditure for the Ministry of 
Midwest Affairs is £24,030, . the personal 
emolument for that Ministr'Y is £11,380, and 
the other charges for that Ministry is _only , ,. 
£12,650. I am asking, Mr .Chairman, Sir, . 
what can be done with £24,000'? We should 
not support the Ministry of Midwest Affairs · 
as it stands and I think all hon. Me~bers 
will agree with me that from the funds voted 
for the Ministry of Midwest Affairs there 
is no point supporting this vote because the 
creation ·of the Midwest St~te is now certain. · 

· Mr Gh~irman, Sir, :the Minister or'Midwe~t " 
Affairs should not consider his salary and 
personal allowances or car al,lowances as part 
of the · money for the development , of the . 
Midwest areas. If we should subtract '.the 
·salary and allowances of the Minister from· 
the vote for the .Midwest Areas what remains · 
is not sufficient to develop a Division.·. 

Mr Chairman, if ·you consider the itein or 
the Head that we are now considering, you · 
see the provisions made for Roads and Bridges. 
The. total estimate for this item in the whole 
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Estimates is £5 miliion and the amount 
going to the Midwest is not up to£! million, 
and that is not in proportion to the population 
,of the Midwest area. ,-

. _ Mr Chairman, $ir, I would like the 
Minister for Midwest Affairs· to answer all 
my criticisms in his rounding up. 

' The amount voted for the Midwest Area 
in regard to water supply is about £1,000 

· .... ; .(Interruptions): 

It is the· duty of -the Minister of Midwest 
Affairs to defend the interests of his people, 

. the Midwest people, at the Executive Council. 
• • • •• f tt ·•. ' 

.. ; . Mr • Chairman: This ts a personal 
. matter b~tween you and the Minister for 
Midwest Affairs. . . ,· 

Mr Okumagba: I am addressing the 
Minister of Midwest Affairs through you Sir. 
. Mr. Chairman, Sir, I support the Amend-

_ment. ,, '• , . 

· ·MrJ. 0. Odigie: : ..... (Interruption;) .. :· ... 
· And the production of oil is on now there. 
1 (Shame, , shame.) An able man like Mr 
· Asemota has personally conducted a survey 
,. of all the amenities going from here to 
the Midwest and he is quite satisfied that the 
people of the Midwest have received more 
than their fair share from the Government of 
this . Region. Mr Chairman, Sir, I ·am 
sorry. the Members -of the Opposition have 
been given the privilege of criticism. The 
Western Region Government is too demo
. cratic. ,If · not,· you would have found 
yourselves in concentration camps. (Lr;zugh-
ter from Government Benches). You cannot, 
for God's sake, continue . to play the role of 

' .... :.(Interruptions). You are very ungrateful. 
If you are in the position of the present 
Government you would have - destroyed 
all _ towns. You are not helping the people 
of the country. 

I happen to· be a member of the Midwest 
Advisory Council. Facts and figures were 
placed befcre us. A full survey was con
ducted by us and we arrived. at the conclusion 

. that the people of the Midwest have never 
. been neglected. If you take up the Estimates 

you will find therein the amount of money 
at present voted for Benin. That of Ishan 
is completely surveyed and is going on now. 
A sum of £90,000 has been ear-marked for 
Asaba. Road tarring is in progres~ in Ishan 
Division. This is between Ehor and Ekpan. 
What d9 you expect this Government to do? 
,Instead of congratulating the Government, 
you try to fill the public with lies. 

If you are really sincere'in the creation of 
the Midwest State, you· ought to have shown 
it in the passage of that Motion. And I 
want you to do so now. Pack ycmrselvcs; 
your books and everything. (Fire, fire.) 

Mr Chairman, Sir, what is worrying the 
last speaker is lack of knowledge. He is an 
ungrateful person. If you are in the position 
of the Western Region Government, then, you 
would have been satisfied yourselves. 

Mr' Chairman: · Order. The hon. 
Gentleman is speaking to them through me. 

Mr Odigie: tn the fie,ld of Education 
you go to colleges, and modem schools spring
ing up in the Midwest. Their children have 
received inore than their share of education . 
Their children are in schools. You haven't 
got your children roaming in the streets. 

You fail to realise that the . Five-Year 
Development Plan has been ·so made that 
there ........ . (Interruptions). What do you 
expect . this Government to do? · When 
Government plans for ·the Region the 
Midwest is not exclude-d. 

Concluding, Sir, I have to thank th~ 
Government for the good things being done 
to· the people of the Midwest who never 

-see any good in them. · 

'Mr F. Osuhor: Mr Chairman, Sir, I rise 
to support the amendmen't that a sum of £5 
be deducted from the allowances under Head 
333, Item 2, appearing under the expenditure 
of the Ministry of Midwest Affairs. · As 
far as I know, this Ministry. is linked with 
all other Ministries and _it is obvious that one , 
of the duties of the Minister is to protect the 
interests of the ~idwest people·. 

\ 

Mr Chairman: Order. But will the 
hon: Gentleman only refer to his notes 
instead of reading? .. 

Mr Osuhor: But to the utter disappoint
ment of the people of the Midwest this 
Ministry is nothing but a sheer waste of · 
Government funds. (Government Benches: 
Put your notes down.) 

Well, you have been reading all the time . 
Mr Chairman, in the circumstances, it does 

not appear that the vehicle allowance . under 
the above Head serves the purpose for which 
it is intended. The 'cut-down' of the 
allowance should be utilised in providing 
other amenities for the Midwest instead 

·of paying it to the Minister concerned. 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I don't want to contin~e 

to repeat what one or two of the hon. Mem
bers of the Opposition have spoken. , 

. ' . 

.· ,. 
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Otherwise, it would appear that we people opened this year in-spite of the fact that 
1
/ 

from the Midwest just talk it over that we very few have . been opened in the Y oruoa 
should oppose · s.eriously the Minister of West. ' 
Midwest Affairs. · · Mid~esterners on the other ' ~id~ of . ~h~ 

I beg to support the Am.endment. House always set up themselves as spokesmen 
for the area, whereas' the people who are 
worthy of hearing as far as its affairs are 
concerned are on the Government Benches~ 

Mr I. Edeki: Mr Chairman, Sir, I rise 
to oppose the Amendment. The Opposition 
in criticising the Regional Government have 
accused it of squandermania in handling its 
funds and discrimination against the Midwest 
Area' in the allocation of amenities. 

Th.e first charge obviously springs from 
m1lice .and the desire to criticise for the fun 
of it. The number of Ministers, Junior 
Ministers and Provincial Commissioners in 

·• · Eastern Nigeria is much · higher than ·the 
number of ' Ministers and .Parliamentary 
.Secretaries in this Region. So that if any 
Government in the Federation can be charged 
with squandermania, ·it is the East Regional 
Government controlled by the NCNC. 

· Public funds have been put to unprofitable 
use oyer . there 'and all the corporations the 
Eastern. Government established at one time 
have collapsed. But here our industries are 
doing well, our economy is stable, and 
employment projects in:··· the Region are 
encouraging. Our financial resources are 
being carefully . husbanded by the Action 
Group Government. The financial policy 
of the Western Regional Government makes 
no room for waste and ever penny is made 

·to go a long way.· The Western Region can 
jolly well be proud of its Finance Minister in 
theperson of Chief the hon. J. 0. Odebiyi 
who does his work with a keen 'sense of <_i'uty 

. and of mission. 

The second charge is also false. The 
Midwest is not being discriminated against 
in the provision of amenities. It is not 
possible for all areas to be equally developed. 
Many parts of the Y oruba West are much 
less developed than some portions of the 
Midwest. I know that Midwesterners must 
ask for amenities and press to have them. 
But to allege that the Government is pursuing 
a discriminatory policy will not help their case. 
For instance, there are nine Government 
hospitals in the Midwest and fourteen in the 
Yoruba West 'which is twice the former in 
population. Over two-thirds of the Region's 
revenue is derived · from the Y oruba West · 

· but yet over one-third of the Revenue is 
spent in ·the Midwest. Why then ~ do you 
people shut .your eyes to facts? Considering 
the Estimates. a lot has been set aside for the 
Midwest. Even roads have been tarred. 
There are many secondary sohoolR in the 
area .. . Second<iry Modern Schools have been 

The establishment of the Ministry is a 
measure of the importance the Government 
has attached to the Midwest and we of the 
area ought to be proud of it. And we now 
realise that we are not discriminated against. 

Mr A. Atohengbe·: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
there is no true patriotism in ·any native . or 
indigene of the Midwest area who would 
say that the Midwest area got more than her 
fair share of the Regional ··Government 
amenities, because a true patriot is he who 
does ·his work in both private and public 
life equally well. 

Whenever we members of the NCNC 
complain that we are being discriminated 
against, members of the Government party 
used to retort. Now, Mr Chairman, Sir, 
in order to give a substantial proof I refer yo\.1 
to page 13 of the · 1961-62 Estimates,. l:ilead 
333. It is obvious that from the size of the 
newly established Heads 336 and 338, the 
Midwest has the least amount of allocation 
for services proposed in the whole Region. 
I am not quarrellin'g with the Minister 
concerned as such but with the Government 
generally because if he is provided with 
s·ufficient funds to execute substantial · pro~. 
jects in the Midwest, he would have been in a 
position to carry out fully hi:; task. · 

I refer you again, Mr Chairman, Sir, to .. 
page 87 of the Estimates where it is obvious 
that while the Government is preaching one•'· 
thirig, it ·is in fact .doing another thing. 
Previously, the Minorities Commission which 
came to this country · a few back · 
recommended that the Edo 
Commission be set up. But instead 
Government doing this, it set up the 
Advisory" Council. 

. Mr Chairman, I like to point out again 
it had been said several times that the 
west Secre~ariat had been proposed • 

. built by the Regional Government. ·.'. 
somebody mentioned that the 
stone was to be laid. I wonder how 
years it will take to hiy a foundation ,.,.,, ..... .. .., 
and put up a building for such an ·area ur""~'"l"'
has got. the interest of the Government: at 
hear.t? I think the Midwest area is entitled 
to a. fair share of the legacy of this Region· to 
whi'ch she has contributed. · ,·, · 
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Mr Chairman, Sir, as I have said earlier·, 
I am not quarrelling with the Minister 
concerned either, but with the Government as 
a whole, because if the Minister is provided 
with adequate material he could have done 
his best for our area and we woul'd have no 
need to cry that we are discriminated against. 

. ' . . 
Mr Chairman; Sir, I beg to support the 

Amendment: . · 

The Minister of. Midwest Af{airs 
(Mr J. E. Otobo): Mr Chairman, Sir, 
in opposing ·'the Amendment, I wish to say 
that the Opposition· criticisms can be divided 
into ,three parts:, namely, first, the "personal 
attack on me, secondly, the statement that the 
Ministry was redundant in view of the politi-

, cal position,. : and, thirdly, that sufficient 
· amenities have not been given to the Midwest. 
(Interruptions.) · f . • • 

If I may, Sir, I have to say that while the 
. Opposition Members were talking, I was 
silent: I therefore hope they will extend to 
me the same privilege . . 

' Mr Chairman: I can assure you that 
t~ey will be silent and I will see to that. 

Mr Otobo: Regarding the first point of 
personal attacks.oh me, the han. Member for 
Urhobo Central thought that that was the 

. time to . hit the limelight of repeating what 
had been said already · on the fioo'r · of this 
House by the Leader of the Opposition 'when 
I was away from the House. I am happy to 
be present here and to hear the allegation 
again. 
. First of au; the han. Member said that I, in 
my capacity as Minister of Midwest Affairs, 
went down to Ikire and conducted an inquiry 
into the dispute between · Y orubas and 
~idwesterners. · 

Mr Chaimian, Sir, I did not go to' Ikire to 
conduct any inquiry, nor did the Premier 
send me there to do so. As a matter of fact, 
it. could ·not be said that there was ariy 
dispute between · the Y orubas and the 
Midwesterners in Ikire. , As han. Members are 
aware, the fact of the situation has been that 

. for years now,, the nat,ives of Ikire had .. been 
grumbling under. what they described as the 
yoke of oppression by settlers from the 
Mi"dwest . .. What has been happening was 
that the people from the Midwest have had to 
advance money to natives of Ikire to acquire 
farm lands in that area and it reached such a 
stage where the natives were prepared' to 
repay such loans as had been advanced to 
them by the Midwesterners but, unfortunately, 
the~ were unable to provide the fund. On 

the other hand the people from the Midwest 
were prepared to · take back their loans. 
That was the situation· at the· time I entered 
into the show, and I must say that this has 
been going· on for several years before even I 
became the Minister of Midwest Affairs. 

·The part I took in the negotiations at the time 
was merely to go there .and ask the Midwester-. 
ners whether they were prepared to leave 
Ikire and take back .their mone'y. The first 
meeting we had was not a commission of 
inquiry and it gave us a satisfactory answer, 
and it was as a result that the Finance 
Corporation was prepared • to offer loans to 
Yoruba cocoa farmers. 

There has_ not in f~s;t been any question of 
inquiry; there was never any question- of 
£'600 being passed to me. And if it was, 
what for? In order to induce the Finance 
Corporation to advance loans to the Y aruba 
farmers? I must say, Sir, that I was alarmed 
when the Leader of the Opposition raised 
such a point and I was even the more alarm~d 
that · a Member from the Midwest, 'and a 
person from Urhobo Division, had . to 
assassinate my persopal character thus: 
Apart from anything else, this han. Member 
knows me very well from home and also . 
knows the type of person I am even before 
I became a Minister, besides ·also knowing 
very well my family; and he cannot say that 
the Otobo family from which I come is a 
poqr family. I take a very strong view of 
this. 

I hope that he will be able to repeat this . 
allegation outside this House because we now 
have come to a point where we should call a 
spade a spade. May I even go further, Mr 
Chairman, that if the han. Member thinks 
that his facts are correct, I have no doubt that 
he knows where the Police are and apart from 
making a statement publicly outside this 
House tomorrow, I like him to report this 
allegation to the P_olice. 

. . I 

The hon,. Member went further to allege 
that' I was given £3 in lieu of a ram in order 
to feast the other Ministers with it. I ask 

. you, Sir, that with :my £250 a month, what 
have I to do with only £3 in lieu of ram 
with which to feast the Ministers?~ It' is 
most amazing to thi'nk that' a Mini-ster will 
call his colleagues to ·feast them on a· ram 
worth £3 . · 

To imagine that a Minister in the Federa
tion of Nigeria will descend so low. as to 
solicit for a ram is very mcnn. I hope this 
will be confined to this House. Rascally · 
indictments are no credit to the country at 
all and the earlier Members of the Opposition 
desist from such worthless, baseless and 

; I 
, · " 

) . 

' . 
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[MR 0TOBO] Government ·hopes to correct. (Opposition 
Benches: Whose fault?) (Government confounded allegations and stick · to working 

to get · supporters along legitimate lines the 
better it will be for this · House. Once 
again, on this issue of "£3 ram" I' will warn 
tht: hon. Member again to'repeat this outside 
the House tomorrow or . go to the police. 
(Government Benches: l-Ie is a coward.) 
Mr · Chairman, Sir, ·the more I look ..... . 
(Thunderous cheers from the Opposition I!enches 
as Mr Oviasu enters.) 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I have thrown the hon. 
Member two challenges which I hope he will 
take up tomorrow; I only wish to · end this 
a·spect by saying· how very greatly worried I 
am over the prospects of a GoveJ;nment in 
the Midwest Region. (Opposition Benches: 
Never mind). If rascally speeches come to 
feature in the Midwest Region, .then I think, 
Sir, God mu,st save us. In any case, by 
.their· performance they will never smell the 
Government. (Cheers.) 

. Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, the 
hon. Member for Benin Central 1s not 
properly dressed. (Laughter.) 

M r Oviasu rose-

TQ.e Chairman: The hon. Gentleman 
is not properly dressed. 

M r Otobo: However, Sir, if the hon. 
Member fears that my ~ct1v1ty will 
constitute a barrier to his future political 
career I can assure him rightaway that I will 
redouble my• activities in that area. 
· Another hon. Member out of sheer 
'enthusiasm made another allegation that 
money was being collected by local Action 
Group leaders in order to inject certain 

. traditional members into various councils in 
Urhobo Division. But what are the facts? 
At present, in all the four District Councils 
in Urhobo, there are only traditional members 
in Sapele and Western Urhobo. Since I 
came into office no additions have been made. 

' In respect of the other two councils, Central 
Urhobo District Council and Usoko District 
Council, there are at present no traditional 
members in those Councils. It is true that 
Government proposes at no distant date to 
have traditional . members in these two 
Councils. . I have no apologies for this . 
remark because for years the hon. Member 
knows that traditional members in U rhooo 
have been cheated by pe_ople of his class who 

. claim to be champions of the chiefs in the 
area. Because we have no traditional 
members in the ·Councils we have nobody 
representing us in the House of Chiefs. 
That exactly is the position which. this 

Benches: 'Yo~tr fault). 

I take next the question of ' amenities in 
respect of the Midwest. · First of all let me 
say, Sir, that it is in fact unnecessary for me 
t<;> give a detailed answer in respect of the 
points made by several Members on the 
other side. It will be r~called, Sir, that one 
Member did get up to say that a parliamentary 
delegation ought to visit the Midwest "in 
order to see the nice development projects 
in the, area". That . was the hon. Member 
for Warri East. (Opposition Benches: That 
is irony.) They are shifting ground. It is 
characteristic of them. Not <;>nly .that; even 
the hon. Member for Benin Central, who was 
not here then,' is prepared to stand up to 
say no. The serious al.legation made, S'ir, 
was in regard to water supply. It is said 
that only £10,000 has been -provided -in 
respect of these services and work in the 
Midwest. · (Government Benches: He said 
£1 ,000.) I may say, Sir, that· this is blatant 
and naked untruth. A reference to the 
Estimates will . show that Asaba · alone is 
allocated £89,000 in respect of this. !shan 
alone £100,000. I have made reference to 
only two 'places. 

Reference was also made to roads and 
bridges. In fact ~ am ashamed of the people 
on the other side about this because the hon. · 
Member from U rhobo Division iri particular 
ought to have seen the road built only three 
months ago from Okan Junction- to Eku 
roundabout through Kwale to Us.oko and from 
Umuale 'to Ole. In any event, Sir, what may 
not be obvious to the hon. Member is that out 
of the existing votes in respect ofroads and 
bridges for the part of the remainder of the 
1960-65 five-year programme the Midwest 
alone will get £1.73 million. (Opposition 
Benches: We will not be here then.) They say 
we will not be here. Tarring is now in· 
pro~ress in U rhobo Division. . What guaran
tee, Sir, has the Midwest electorate of fake · 
promises made by these people over the past ' 
years? · 

! ~ · l 

If I may now com~ to general remarks, 
a point one Member made that a cut in my . 
salary will go a long way~ ~award providing , 
amenities for the Midwest. .Well, Sir, ·it · 
would appear to me that we have different .. 
views on this issue and it would appear that 
our sense of personal importance differs 'a 
good deal. If the whole of the . Midwest · 
will rely on my £3,000, well, there is nothing 
wrong with that. What is wrorig is probably 
with some· Members on the other side of the 
House ..... . 
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. [MR OToBo]. : ·. atmosphere of this honourable · House ··in 
Mr Chairman, Sir, 1 like to say this as regard to the question as to whether my 

somebody who · has consistently "spearheaded Ministry is redundant or not. Some 
the :'creation <>f this Midwest Region. One Members said the ·Ministry is redundant in 
would have thought that if the Midwest is view of the passage of the Motion to create . 
created next month, they might as well have a new Midwest Region. The Motion . has 
packed over·there and called for. all amenities recently been passed in the Federal Legisla-

.Jor their area. .The second point is this: ture. Mr Chairman, Sir, if .I may say so~ I 

. don't they ·think tnat the eleCtorate's have feel differently in this respect. First of. all, 
become wiser over the years? What is the Sir; I think it is a most unfortunate and 
misery? Since 1952, the Action Group mischievous feeling that this Ministry should 
strength in the Midwest has steadily risen be scrapped for no reason other than that 
from two to • four to fifteen against their the Motion has just-been passed in the Federal 

' fifteen now. (Cheers from Government ·- Legislature. 
Benches.) . · , The first reason is this. This Ministry .is 

Mr Chairrrian,., Sir, that is a sign of progress an institution by itself, an institution which 
· and that is a sign of confidence in the Action recognises the problem of minorities in the 
Group in the area and no confidence on the Federation generally. As a matter of fact, 
other party. I think they ought to meditate the mere fact that . the Ministry exists •· is a 
over . that very carefully. That is the reminder that the minority· problem in the 

' add::Juate answer to all these cries about Western Region as a whole has not been 
Benin City, and so on. settled. To .exterminate this Ministry is td 

~· exterminate the struggle for the creation of 
·Mr 'chairman, Sir, I come to the third a Midwest State . . (Opposition Benc}zes: The 

point that my Ministry ·is redundant. Some struggle has been won!) The battle is still 
concern was also expressed .in regard to the going on. I know the .Members of the 

' delay in the building of the Midwest Secre- · NCNC think the battle is not going on simply 
·tariat in Benin. This point is well taken. because they have been told that the Midwest 
·The deJay has been due to the change in the Region is going to be created next month. 
· origmal plan· of the Secretariat. · As Members What are the constitutional steps to be 
. are aware, there was a plan which · was to taken Sir? (Government Benches: They don't 
accommodate a certain number of officials know). (Opposition Benches: We know). · I. 
together with a hall and so on, and in view of attended two London Conferences as the. 
the changes in recent years, and in view of chief spokesma'n for all the minorities in 
the increasing interest which this Government this country, including themselves. 
takes in the welfare of the whole of the Mr Chairman, Sir, the stages a~e . these. 
Midwest, we have had to alter that original The Motion is to be passed by a majority 
plan drastically in order to make more room vote of two-thirds in the House of Represen
for officials and a meeting hall, and I have no tatives and again in the Senate. After that, 

· doubt, Sir, that before we all P,ack to the the Motion is circulated to the East, North 
Midwest Region, a substantial progress . . and West. After that, the people go in for· 

, would have been made in the building of the a plebiscite at ~hich there has to be an 
Secret~riat . . (Opposition Members: Tha~ is a affirmative vote of 60 per cent of the registered 

' promise.) voters in ti1at area. Those are the stages 
One Member, Sir, expressed concern yet to be overcome. The second point, Sir,. 

about the powers of the Midwest Advisory is this: to sack this Ministry is to sack all the 
Council arid Minority Council. This point Members of the .Midwe&t who afe present 
again has · arisen ·out of sheer ignorance. in this House. (Opposition Members: No, no.) 
The Member might··not be aware that the Therefore, · Mr Chairm:m, the issue is very 
,Midwest Advisory Council is still functioning. clear. If all the Members of the Opposition 
In any case, the Midwest Advisory Council from the Midwest are prepared to resign 
has .still one more memorandum which will tomorrow, I am prepared to resign ·also with 
be laid before this House. As soon as that all Members on this side from the Midw~st . 

. job is completed they can go ...... (Opposition (Oppositi€!n Benches: Resign, resign now.) 
Benches: Theycangoforeverl) If you feel so strongly about this, resign . 

Mr Chairman, Sir, this is a' transitional 
period. Transitional in the sense that we 
·are now going to change over from a Midwest 
Advisory Council to a Midwest Minority 
:Council and then on to a Midwest Region. 
Sir, a lot of talk seems to have permeated the 

tomorrow, and all of us here will . f~l,low .. 
But if you feel you are not going · to resign 
tomorrow, then for goodness s~ke . keep 
quiet. 

Sir, my Ministry . is· committed to seeing to 
its logical and final conclusion the completion ,. 
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of such . processes as are necessary for the 
creation of a new Midwest Region. These 
may not be .generally known to Members of 
the Opposition simply because, like a cock, 
they · crow and crow without · going into 
essentials. ·. (Opposition Benches: Finally, 
finally.) ~ Members of the Opposition think 

. that it is only necessary to say, "Create a 
,Midwest Region" and a Midwest Region is 
created. We are realistic enough to know 
that there are certain processes which are to 
be completed~ These processes are, if they_ 

· don't know, a Constitution has to be drawn 
up; where is the Constitution? (Opposition 
Memlrers: It is in the making.) Fiscal and 
financial ·. arrangements have to be . brought 
into motion in order to enst~re that the 
Government there will survive and in order to 
ensure that there is the necessary 'reallocation 
of funds between the present povernment and 

·• ·' the future Midwest Government. Certainly, 
Sir, we have to ensure that we are not going to 
enter into a vacuum in that place and we are 
not going to start a rascally Parliament in 
that place. We have · to ensure that the 
necessary Civil Service structure is properly 
set up. · We have to look for civil servants . 
who will man the ·various Ministries. These 
are practical problems to be faced. It is true 
Members' of the Opposition shouted simply 
"Midwest Region, Miqwest Region"; while 
we. too shout, we realise that · to set up a 
Government needs more brain than are 
apparent to the other · side. (Cheers from 
Government Benches.) 

· Finally, I wish to say that the future of the 
Midwest in relation to any proposed Midwest 
Region is, as I stated earlier on, based on two 
factors·. Firstly, on the final attitude of the __ 
rank ;:tnd file of the Action Gro!J.p in the 
Midwest and, finally, on 'the type of propa-~ 
ganda and state of mind of the NCNC 
leaders in the Midwest. As far as I know, if · 
the proposal is to succeed (I hope it will), it 
will need · the full co-operation of both the 
NCNC and the Action Group. 

. I hope that . the direction and type of 
NCNC propaganda and boast will be such as 
to enable the two-thirds support vote to be 
obtained in the. referendum: So far as we 
know, the future of the Midwest Government · 
lies in the Action Group. I would like them 
to meditate over this carefully. What it 
means is this: nu Midwest Region can be 
created and no Midwest Government can 
exist without the Action Group. (Cheers 
from Government Benches.) 

Amendment put and negatived. 
' ' 

Question that the sum. of £24,030 fot Head 
333-Ministry of Midwest Affairs-stand 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to~ _. · , 

, • ·.:r · · , . 

.. . HEAD 729.-· MINISTRY OF MIDWEST ·. 
AFFAIRS l , '' ,. 

(OTHER NoN-REcuRiiliNT ·EXPENDITURE) 
Question proposed that the. sum ·of £500 for 

Head 729-Ministry of Midwest Affairs-
stand part of the Schedule. · · 

Question put an4 agreed to. 
Sitting suspended at 10.40 p.m . . 
Sitting r,esumed at 11.40 p.m. 

HEAD 334.-MINISTRY OF JuSTICE 
Question proposed, that the sum of £70,420 

for Head 33,4-Ministry of Justice- stand part 
of the Schedule. 

Mr G. I. Oviasu: Mr Chairman, I beg to 
move that Head 334 be reduced by £5. 

This Ministry is responsible for the 
administration of justice in · ~his Region. 
Judging from what we see and hear, one 
wonders, if the Ministry is insulated from 
politics and the interference of politicians . . It 
is not unusual to see Ministers in this 
Region trying to suck civil servants into 
politics. I consider it an unfair thing, ' Sir, '· 
that a Minister should summon a Judge in })is 
house ' under the guise of giving him tea or 
friendship and try to talk to him t6 try to 
pervert the cause of justice. (Interruptions.) 
I have an instance at my command: (Inter:.;. · 
ruptions.) While we are trying to expose 
facts, those responsible try to hide under the 
cloak of insults. . ~ . . · · . . . ..- , , , 

There is no hope for the common man if 
things of · that ·type continue · -to happen: : . 
if Members of the Government continue . to · 
show in their behaviour that might i~ Fight.· ·, 
Any attempt to pervert the cause of justice is 
unfair. . , 

- :~ • • • . .4~, 

For mstance, m Benm .there was a case of -~ 
election petition. It ·was surprising that'· a 
Judge who is resident in Benin was not called . 
upon to hear that case, but somebody 
Akure or Ibadan was called to hear that case · 

'~t·'if: 

Chief Odebiyi: Point of Order Sir. ... "' 
Order 27 (8) "The conduct of.. .... Judges · 

or the performance of judicial· functions 
other persons shall not · be r~ised ~~-~~·-+' '1 

upon a Substantive Motion ...... ". 
If the hon. Member is sure of his facts let him " 
come to the House with a Substantive Motion 
to prove his allegations; otherwise he 
coward. 
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Mr Chairman: Order. All the time, supporters ;:who display .loyalty to the · 
I have been of the opinion that the ,hon . . Government. If I am correct (Government 

· Gentleman is infringing this section of the Benches: You are not correct), the appoint
Rules of Debate, but I could see that he has ment of Customary Court Judges w'as 
not crossed to that side yet. He did say that formerly under the Judicial . Service 
a Juqge_ is being invited from another place to Commission. (Government Benches: . · You 
another place. ,' It is ··not the conduct that is are not correct.) I do not see any reason for 
being queried .here. (Cheers.) the transfer to l:\ sole Commissioner. · 

. Mr Oviasu: As .I was saying, Sir, there 
was ·a resident Judge in Benin who could 

· hear . this election petition, but . something 
happened and we were surprised th;;tt some
body was brought from another place to hear 
the petition. · Does the Minister suggest that 
the : resident Judge in Benin is not competent 
to hear the . election petition? · (Government · 
Member: ·· Posting of Judges.) Why was the 
Judge at Benin not allmyed to car~y on his 
work? ..... · · ) · · · --

· Mr 'chairm~~ Sir, if ~nybody is doing his 
work . well and he· is not promoted it ·means 
that his enthusiasm .is being dampened. 
I see no reason why the present Chief Justice 
of the Western Region should be holding · 
that post. Is · he the most capable? Is he 
the most intelligent'? Those are matters I ·· 
want to hear from the re::;ponsible Minister .... 
(Interruptions) . 

. Mr Chairman, I crave your indulgence to 
grant ·me your protection. (Mr Chairman: 
Will tfze · hon. Member Oviasu continue.) 'I 
also feel, Sir, that this Ministry is not 
sufficiently active. I wonder why, with the 
array and galaxy of lawyers in that Ministry, 
no ·one is competent to go to court; rather 
theywill go and brief Chief F. R. A. Willi::}.ms. 
Is this Attorney-General not competent to go 
to court? · (Interruptions.) Is the Minister 
of Justice and Attorney General not 'capal)le 
of going to court? We would like to know 
how much has ,been paid to Chief F. R. ·A. 
Williams for the cases he had handled on 
behalf of this Government. Mr Chairman, 
I like · to warn ·this Government that the 
Ministry of Justice should refrain from acts 
which try to suck in civil servants into 
politics in this Region. 

' I 

Mr T. E. Elusade: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
rise to support the Amendment. In support
ing the Am~ndment, . I specific·ally refer to 
Head 334--sub-head 5-1 Commissioner for 
Customary. Courts, in the sum of £2,940. 
There is no good reason to justify the 
e~penditure of this . colossal sum of money 
under Head_334-sub-head 5 for the appoint
ment of a. Commissionet: for Customary 
C~urts: I ·wmild say it ,is merely an attempt 
to create a good job for one of the Government 

1-
1-

(Government Benches: Are you . a lawyer?) 
At least the appointment of a sole Commis
sioner for C:ustoml.,lry Courts is questionable 
until a good and proper reason can be given 
for it. That is that. (Interruptions). 

My other c~iticism, Mr Chairman, is that 
Grade B Customary Court Judges should 
acquire as much as possible some legal . 
training. In some cases, the Judges are 
merely' half literate with the result that they 
make many mistakes which a literate judge. 
will not make. Litigants in such courts, 
who almost invariably are illiterates, are at 
the mercy of the court clerks who report that 
proceedings, and if the ' record is correct the 
litigant will have a chance, if not he has had ,it. 
Oshup Division is a very wide area whiCh · 
includes Ede, Ejigbo, Aiyedade, Ikirun, 
Ogbomosho (laughter), Oshogbo, lfelodun 
District, and it is surprising that there is not a 
President of a Grade B Court who is legally 
qualified. Western Nigeria is rich in lawyers. 
(Hear, hear.) If the Minister. of Justice can 
make the pay attractive, legally trained 
lawyer-applicants wl'll be'forthcoming. The 

. other point, Mr Chairman, is that, as far as 
practicable, Customary Court Judges should 
be made transferable from one Division to 
another. (Hear, hear.) Where a lawyer/ 
judge of a Customary Court is not a native of 
the area, a panel of assessors can be arranged 
to help him in regard to the native law and 
custom peculiar to the area. 

In the whole of lfe Division, we, have only 
one Grade B Court, with the result that cases 
are piling up daily. We have a case for two 
years without any chance of its being he~rd. 
This is deplorable. Customary Courts are 
very popular these days (Applause from 
Government Benches). They a·e popular in 
this sense, that litigants prefer to take the'ir 
cases there (Interruptions) because it is 
cheaper for them to sue in the Customary 
Courts than to go to the High Court. But · 
their cases have no chance of being heard in 
time and at times before you finish a case you 
have got tired of it. 

Now, Mr Chairman, I am referring to my 
. Division again, that, is lfe. . T heard from ·a 
very reliable sour.ce that a Grade A Customary 
Court has been approved for lfe Division but, 
up till now, I do not know, Mr Chairman, 

. " 

.. ,. 
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· why this post has not been filled either by 
promotion or by direct appointment. (Inter
ruptions.) (Government Benches: ·. Are you 
applying?) I am not applying. That is as 
far as Customary Courts are concerned. 

I 'think Mr Attorney-General will agree 
with me that the pay of Senior Magistrates 
is inadequate. A labourer is 'NOrth his hire. 
Most of these Magistrates wor~ between six 
to eight hours daily and I feel they should be 
amply compensated if they are expected to 
discharge their duties faithfully and efficiently 
and without fear or favour. I think, Mr 
·Chairman, that £1,600 for Magistrates of five 
years post-call experience is not too much. 
If the Minister of Justice happens to fail to 
get elected to this House; I arq quite sure he 
will not like to be a Magistrate. 

Now, confining myself to my area as 
usual. Ogbomosho is toq ·wide for a Magis
trate. This · should be broken into two'. 
One Magistrate to cope .. with the cases in 
Ife and Ilesha arid ·oshogbo. · Similarly, Ife, 
Oshogbo and Ilesha were formerly within the 
Iq,adan Magisterial District but now we have 
only one Magistrate touring from Akure, 
Warri, Ado Ekiti, Okitipupa. It is just too 
much. I am asking the· Minister of Justice 
to see to this. 

· ! •support the Amendment. 

Amendment proposed~-

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
have noticed that .the hon. Member for Benin 
Central has already taken his · cap. He 
wants to go out. Even when he walks out, 
his colleagues will tell him what I have to 
·say. Mr Chairman, ·Sir, · it is unfortunate 
that one of the stock-in-tnide of the NCNC 
(Government Benches.: NCN) is to use 
parliamentary privilege to make what I call 
dishonest statements. It has been said by 
the hon. Member for Benin Central that 
there was an allegation of a Minister who 
invited a Judge to his house. By implication, 
he was suggesting that because a Judge 
had accepted the invitation of a Minister, 
that was a sure road to .the perversion of 
justice. He went further to say that he · 
would like to know why the present Chief 
Justice was appointed ; whether he was · the · 
most senior ~ I think, Sir, that if the hon. · 
Member has been honest to himself, and 

: is sure of the s'tatement he has made, he 
could have come to the floor of the House 
and by way of a substantive Motion he 
would have named the particular Judge 
and named the particular Minister and the · 
whole thing would · have been subjected 

' ' ' 

to a full -dress debate on the floor · of , this 
House. I think it is sheer ' cowardice qn : 
the part of the hon. Member to use·· th~ · 
opportunity of.. parliamentary privilege to 
attack a Judge of the High Court. 
· Then ,he made a point · that he saw ·' no · 

reason why, if a resident High Court Judge 
was already in a place, somebody else should 
be brought to that place to sit. After all, ·' 
it is not the Minister of Justice who posts 
High Court Judges (Hear, hear,); it is the 
Chief Justice who posts them. The · hon. 
Member says that the Chief Justice and the · 
Judges of the High Court of Western Nigeria • 
are under the influence of Ministers ( Opposi- · 
tion Benches : He did not say so). I repeat ,
the hon. Member says that the Chief Justice 
and Judges of the High Court of Western .· . 
Nigeria are under the influence of Ministers. 
(Government Benches: Shame, shame. ) . I 
thi_nk, Sir, that if the hon. Member is not ... : .. 

Mr Oviasu: When I · stood up · ~ to,. 
contribute to the debate, · I never used·1 the · · 
words attributed to me. · ·1 • • ' : 

' • 

Chief Odebiyi: In any event, Sir, the i , 
Hansard Reporters heard you. I think, Sir; · 
that people who have not got the courage. 
tG go outside either of the House, or to the :. 
Press or the Radio or political campaign~·.· 
meetings to make some of . the statements 
they · make here are mere cowards. 'If:, 

~ . \ 
anybody had any reason , to doubt ·Or '·tO 
impugn · the integrity of any particular~ . 
Judge he ought to go to the Press and do so.\' 

·- . :. . . ir~ 
.. The hon. Member said that we of." the · 

~ -~ ·l 

Action Group Party try to bring civil servants 
to party politics . By making mention .. of ' 
Chief Justice and Members of the judici 
he has done incalculable damage to the 
of justice in this Region.. .I should .. 
thought that the hon. Leader of the 
tion, who himself is, a reputable u.-· .u .... -.. 

the Bar, should have called him to a 
the character assassination which the 
Member was presenting to the House . . · 
was saying that a Minis.ter invited a Judge · 
his house. · Why did he not specify · 
of the Minister? If I invite the hon. nJ.••auu,_. 

of the Opposition to my house does ...... .,.,, .. , .. 
he has become a member of · 
Group? I have been to .Benin · 
Member· . has invited me ." to . 
If people develop this type. of 
would be afraid to ' stand and talk 
because one cannot kriow~what-' ~ 
they will give to the discussion with 
am sorry that the hon. Lea<;ier of the 
tion himself tried to defend the hon. 
who . was trying . to ,.d,apmify a:nd _,sll;l~ar 

ft • r. ·= 
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character of people. If they are sure of their 
grounds, I say, Sir, that a man who can say 
one thing in private and is unable. to say it in 
p\,lblic is a coward. If the hon. Member is 
sure of what he has been saying he should go 
out,··and repeat ·it. T-he hon. l.Vtember has 
.promised that he will come with a substantive 

· Motion. · We shall hold you. down to it . . If 
. you like, tomorrow you can bring the Motion 

and it ·will be debated here. In any event, 
Sir, I am very happy about the performance of 

··· the Opposition in this debate. The, whole 
country will know of what stuff they are made. 
Surely the electorate of the Western Region 
_know better. They have never made a 

· mistake and will not make a mistake to vote to 
power the people they know have no respect 
for .truth, people .who cannot discriminate 
between honesty and ·. fraud and between 
sincere and corrupt nationalism. -

. In· any event the other points which are 
peculiar to the Ministry of Justice will be 
adequately answered by the hon. Minister of 
J usti~e and Attorney-General. 

~ Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode: Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I am most surprised to see the emotion of 
excitement of the Leader of the House. 
Even when he was making his ow11 deb<?.te he 
aid: not show as much enthusiasm as he has 
do.ne tonight. The Member for Benin 
Central said that a certain Minister made 
contact, with · a. certain judge. The hon. 
Member did not say ·that the learned judge 
was misled . .... . (Interruptionsfrom Government 
benches). · · · 

Mr Chairman! The hon. Member ne;er 
said that . the learned judge accepted the 
advice of the Minister. · (Applause from 
Opposition Benches.) 

, . 
Mr Fani-Kayode: · I have told the hon. 

Meinber that he should bring a Motion to 
·this .House and mention the name of the 
Minister nnd it will be filed. It will not' be 
filed against the judge because the Minister 
in · question knows himself. The Minister 
in question shall be brought before tne floor 
of · ·this ·House and his actions . shall be 
challenged and -the hon. learned Judge· shall" 
be exculpable because there is no stain on his 
honour. w~ all know where the stain lies. 

~ We know that that stain will be left coloured 
by. the vote of the , elector!lte,. but you may 
camouflage as much as you like; it shall 
remain as part of your record until this 
Government is rejected by. the electorate of 
this ,. Region. (Interruptions) .. .... I am not 
giv~,n to vituperations. I leave it to . those 

very much learned in it. The Minister said · 
that aspersions were cast on the Chief Justice 
of the Region. I think you will -check oit · 
the Hansard tomorrow. What the man said 
was whether the Chief Justice was· .the. most .J' 

qualified. Why was he ' appointed? . The 
Minister of Finance is- very sensitive these 
days. · He has been sensitive these days since 
we started talking about cocoa ...... . (Shouts of 
"cocoa scandal" from Opposition Benches.) 
The Minister should not try in any shape or 
form to make the Judiciary 'believe that we of 
the Opposition cast the slightest blemish on 
their character. If there is any criticism of 
any judge the · right procedure is to bring a -
Motion to this House. 

The hon. Minister also said that since the 
beginning ·of this Session, Members of the 
Opposition have been casting aspersions on 
the civil servants. It is because two names of 
civH servants were submitted before this 
Hduse. Their hames were mentioned ·and 
Hansard will testify to that. . The Minister 
of Finance has started witch-hunting among 
civil servants, bull-dozzing and brow-beating 
them. Every civil servant must be on his 
toes now as soon as the Minister of · 
Finance is coming. They say the allegations 
were false; . why probing leakage of facts? 
I think, Sir, that we of the Opposition will 
never attack the character. of any judge or 
civil servant. If there are facts connected 
with them, their names will be brought to 
this House. I am" saying that the -hon. 
Meinber shall bring that Motion to , this 
House in due course. 

The Premier (Chief · S. L. Akintola): 
The hon. Member for Benin said a lot about 
members of the Bench. The implication.. is 
that Members of the Government influence 
them, that, . they always brought pressure to 
bear upon judges in the course. of their duties. 
I shall illustrate that. , · 

Mr Oviasu: I -cited an instance. , I have 
not mentioned nnmes; and said that if nllo:..Ved 
to continue there will be no hope for the 
common man. (Sit down, sit down.) 

Chief Akintola: If the hon. Member 
will only bear with me; by the time I finish 
this statement he will be sure I am doing· 
justice to him. · 

~ 

The Member · for . Benin went on to 
illustrate his point by saying that the Minister 
invited the judge to tea and the int~ntion, 
I think, is to influence him to give . decision 
in a manner in accord with . the wishes 
of the Minister .... .. (Mr Oviasu: I did n:ot 
say tea) .. . .. to the p(!ndin~ election petit~ on~ 

J • 

·. 

_. I 
, · ' 
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(CHIEF A.KINTOLA] say that judges ca~ be 
they are being dictated 
the Government party . 
selves must ensure that 

influenced or that 
to by Members of 
The Judges them-

such situation does 

· :'.: .·If the allegatipn against tlie Judge were 
. · correct then I must say that the hon. Members 
on t.he other side were afraid of the Judge. 
(Interruptions.) not arise ... 

I would not like people to come only to Regarding "the appointment of. the Chief 
accuse but to state their facts. It is wrong Justice . o£ the High Court of Western 
to attack the Judges of the High Court Nigeria, the appointment was · completely 
without the facts ptoved. May I say once insulated from politics. They were, I mean 
more that~e do not influence any Judge in the Judges, appointed, not by the Government 
l:!;ny form whatsoever. Whatever be the party, but by the Judicial Service Commission, 
case, justice must be done,. and the qualifications for appointment were 

providetl for in the Nigerian Constitution, so 
· We cannot influence a Judge. As Mem- that a Judge or a Chief Justice does n6t owe 

bers of the other side of the House have his office to the Government party, nor does 
said that our acts depend on the Judg~s, he owe his office to the Members of the . 
merely· because we are the Government in Government; and a Judge cannot be removed 
power, I am saying it, and I repeat, that I have· arbitrarily. His . position and conditions of 
never spoken to any . Judge either here or servic~ are entrenched firmly in. the Nigerian 

· anywhere in connection with any • case, and , C · · (J · ) 
h. h b b h . f . onst1tut~on...... nterruptzons . 

not mg , as een roug t to my notice o any . 
Minister trying to influence any Judge in any ' · · Members talked about the promotion of 
way or the other. My Government is seeking · Judges. I want the hon. Members to 
the .welfare of the Opposition and of the understand that the position of a Judge is a 
individual throughout the Region. honourable appointment and that it has no 

Mr -Chairman, Sir, it is wrong to mention promotion prospects. May I say ~ that my 
·· that justice is done only to Action Group · hon. Friends will realise that when a Judge is 

members and not to NCNC members as appointed, it is an honourable career which 
well. The purpose and object of our Govern- has no promotion. 
ment is to ensure. that justice is done in this My good Friend from Benin criticised the 
Region and I will appeal to Members of the appointment of the Chief Justice of W~stern 
Opposition that true statements are brought to Nigeria and said that he would like to know 
the floor of this House, either in regard to whether he was the most senior man in the 
the Chief Justice, or Governor, the Public Bar. Apart from the fact that his appoint
Service Commission or the Judicial Service ment is in accordance with the Constitution, 
Commission. It would not be fair to any he has the requisite qualification' more· than 

. Judge of this Region to accuse him without that laid down in the Constitution. (Lo_ud, 
making any substantial proM on the floor cheers).) · 
of this House. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, because a Judge, is 
invited, there · is suspicion that the Judge 
is · therefore corrupt. Nobody was present, 
if at all, when the Minister and the Judge 
were conversing, how ,much less to know the 
substance of their copversution. · · 

Mr Chairman, Sir, may I say once more, 

According to the Constitution, a person . 
shall be qualified to be ap'pointed a judge 
of th High Court of a Region if he is, or· ·· 
has been, a judge of a court having unlimited 
jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters in ' 
some pari of Her Majesty's dominions or a 
court having jurisdiction in appeals from any . 
such court or he is qualified to practise as an ' 
advocate in such a court and he has .. been • . 
qualified for not less than ten years to practise . ; 

·" . . 

. that if any hon. Member will suggest that 
when a hon. Judge .is invited to a party or 
to a dinner he has listened to the speech 
between the hon.. Minister and the Judge 
and has found it to be a speech of influence, 
that will be· a matter for the police to investi
gate. By the way, who listened to this 
conversation? What true evidence have 
you got? . Why did you not cite their conver-

as an advocate or solicitor in such a court and ··. . 
no other person shall be qualified ·to be. s_o • .:· ,/ :· 
appointed; and I have •to add . that . the . ·· . . 
Chief Justice of a Region shall be appointed .·· :r.:. '• 

. sation? If anybody tries to influence justice, 
he is a true enemy to the progress of Nigeria, 
and · it is a very serious offence. Politics 
must not be used in regard to justice and it is . 
wrong to suggest that justice is being obtained 
hr. foul means in this Region; it is wrong to 

·' . • 

after consultation with the Chief Justice ·of · -~ 
the Federation. · ' . ; · -' · ~. · · 

~ . -~ 
We . all know, Sir, that apart from rp.y , 

having to appear . before Judges in- . some ' 
court of Nigeria as a member of the Bar, 
I have never appeared on any charge of 
sedition before any court, but my good 
Friend; a regular customer of the courts 
can assess the qualifications of Judges. 
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[CHIEF A.KINTOLA] . 

As far as I am concerned, I c!m ·only rely on 
the report given to me and facts given by ·the 
hon. L~ader of the Opposition: 

In regard to the appointment of Judges and 
Chi~f Justice, Mr Oviasu is not qualified to 
substantiate his aqegations and, for that 

. reason, I hope that in future before the hon. 
Member for Benin stands up to say anything 
about a Judge he will ensure that he has been 
properly briefed by the hon. Leader of the 

·,Opposition. (Cheers) . . 
It is one of the signs .of weakness on 

the part of the Opposition that they have 
never seen anything good in any Ministry or in 
any Minister or in the Government what-

. soever . . And yet as bad as you all are .. ... . 
(Opposition: Who?) we ensure always that 
you receive your salaries regularly; we 
ensure that that is part of our responsibility. 
you don't knqw where your salaries come 
from. And the ., hon. Minister of Finance 
..... . (Interruptions). He does ensure that 
you get your money (regularly). You, 
complain that the Government · is no good. 

·:B:ere is the han. Minister of Works who 
ensures that you get good roads through 

_ which you come here. And you haven't 
got a good Government! I think the time 
has come for you to develop a change of 
heart. And may I say that while · speaking 

. on that point, I believe that I have special 
qualifications to lecture Members of the 
Opposition. · 

Opposition Benches: On What? 

Chief Akintola: I will tell you why. 
You kriow why . . Many of you have only 
been on the Opposition side. By the grace 
of God and the will of the "people I have 

·had the experience of both. I have had 
the experience to be on the Government 
and also to be on the Opposition. And I 
know the secret of success of an Opposition. 
If perhaps the Leader of the Opposition had . 
remained a little ' bit longer in our·· joint 
school, perhaps you will know the effective
ness o( the Opposition. (Laughter and 
'applatise.). · 

of the case o! a Minister trying to influen'ce 
a Judge. I think no worse attack can · be 
made on the Judiciary of this Region thari 
that made by the hon. Member of Benin 
Central West. . . . ~ 

When .I was coming to this H~use. · i '\vas 
expecting the normal attacks- the repetition 
of oppression, victimisation, and the rest of it 
all. I must, however, congratulate the 
Opposition for avoiding that with me for 
the first time. But unfortunately, they went 
into a worse state. I am not going to 
attack the hon. Member for Benin Central 
West. r· am not used to pouring vitupera
tions on my opponents; especially when I 
know the. psychological circumstances. In 
the morning we knew how very ruffled he 
was. And he was so ruffied that he could 
not face the battle of criticisms from the 
hon. the Minister .of Locai Government. 
I am not going to add to his burden by any 
means. But this I would really like to 
assure the hon. Member: the Judiciary 
of this Region is very independent. I do 
not think that you can get a higher class 
of judiciary anywhere in the Federation of 
Nigeria than what we have in the Region. 
(Shouts of "In the world" from Government 
Benches.) 

Already somebody . has spoken about the 
posting of Judges. The Minister of Justice 
has nothing to do with the posting of any 
Judge in this Region. The Judicial Service 
Commission is absolutely in control of the 
appointment, promotion and dismissal of 
Judges as well as Magistrates and the 
Presidents-··legally qualified Presidents-of 
Grades A and B Courts. So that the 
Minister of Justice has nothing to do with it 
at all. ' It is never lodged on me nor any 
Minister to have anything to do with, ·or 
interfere with, the work of the Judges in this 
Region. 
· Mr Chairman, Sir, the hon. Member for · 

. Benin West made a specific reference 'to my • 
not appearing in court. I must confess that 
I am not loath to appearing in court. I am. 
not afraid of appearing for Government in 

-the case~ . After~ all, Government cases are 
Attorney-General and ·· Minister of - ' clean. There is no contortion, there ·is 

Justic~ (Mr S. O. Ighodaro): Mr Chair- ,nothing to hide. It is a straight thing, and 
at the earliest opportunity, when I have 

man, Sir, the hon. the Premier has adequately finished my policy-making, I can assure you 
replied to the / attacks on the independ.ence that 1 shall be appearing .... .. (Interrupti?ns). · 
of the Judiciary. Although the Member for 
Benin Central West tried to give the impres-

. sion that ·he ,did not specifically attack the 
.Government, it is quite obvious that when 
he started he made reference to the inpepen
d.~nce of the Judiciary, as a general proposi
ti'on. And then he went to cite the instance 

v 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the hon. Member for 
Benin has not been very fair, or perhaps, may 
I say very honest in . this -particular matter . 
He has lodged.·a question with the Clerk of, 
the House and I was fair enough this morning 
to indicate to him that I will be ~eplying to 
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[MR IGHODARO] , cust01;nary courts are very popular these days. 
his question _tomorrow morning. The And it is because customary court judges 
question relates to the b!iefing qf Chief ' -and presidents are doing thei: very, best. 
F. R. A. Williams, Q.c., in cases belonging to Hon. Members will have the courtesy and 
the Government. I have prepared a lengthy the greatness to acknowledge their se'rvices . 
answer which will satisfy him and I have to this Government. Ife Court-The Grade 

' nothing to hide. And I therefore do not like A Court is ah:eady established and nobody · 
to go into that now, as tomorrow morning I has been appointed to ' fill the post yet. 
can assure you that I'll do justice to that As it is a lawyer that is wanted, he will have 
question. But I must say that I have no to be appointed by the Judicial Service 
apology for asking Chief F. R. A. Williams Commission and not by the Minister of 
to do the cases for the Go:vernment. After Justice. If the hon. Member is interested, 
all he is one of the very first Q.C.'s and most I think he will know where he is to send his 
brilli~nt advocates that we have in this application, if he is a learned Member. _ 
country. And we have lawyers of great · . 
reputation and lawyers of distinction. I Somebody has a_ttacked t~e pay of. Magl~-
mean a good lawyer normally does not speak · trat~s. The Semor . Magistrates m t~s 

. -ill of another great· lawyer except . pusillani- Reg1?n get the pay of £1,840, and _th~ Chief 
mous souls. • ' Magistrates £2,300 . . I am not dllatmg on 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I would like to refer to 
the speech by the hon. Member for ·Ife 
South. He spoke about the Commissioner 
for Customary Courts. I am pleased that 
he made reference to it, because I can still 
remember the han. Leader of the Opposition 
in his early speed1 he made reference to 
the Commissioner for Customary Courts. 
This officer has not been appointed. It is no 

· case of political jobbery. We are looking 
desperately for the best man for . that job. 
It is a very onerous one · and the Judicial 
Service 'Commission· is responsible for the 
appointment of the Commissioner for 
Customary Courts. He will work with the 
Ministry of Justice and he will help to 
co-ordinate the work of the Supervising 

· Authorities an_d the Customary ._ Court 
P,residerits in various parts of Western 
Nigeria. And someone has said it is no use. 
It is of great use. After all, the North has . 
got one 'and the East has got one. And we 
are not doing anything very spectacular by 
appointing this Commissioner for Customary 
Courts. I think it is to help hon . . Members 
who might be in difficulties when they do not 

· __ , want to approach lawyers to .' help them in 
:their cases. 

'\Yith reference to Oshun, there are many 
Courts in Oshun Division-twelve Grade "B" 
Courts, sixteen Grade "C", eighteen Grade· 
"D" and Divisional Courts. And the nine
teen Divisional Courts at the earliest 
opportunity will reduce to Grade "D" Courts. 

We have · spoken about . the need for 
.;considering the question of transferability 
of Presidents of Custo}Tiary Courts. I must 
say ·that that is · a -very wise suggestion . . 
We have started to work on that and we 
have actually accepted that principle. I 

. was, ·however, very pleased · to note that 

that. · I know there is always room for · 
improvement but I can even refer you, by the 
way, to some other statements somewhere as_ 
far as Magistrates and Crown Counsel are 
concerned: "We in this Region", somebody 
speaking in the Eastern Region, "do not pay 
less than the Federation or the Northern . 
Region." As a matter o'f fact, I think we · 
pay more. Initially we· ·pay more than __the 
Eastern Region, b:ut the West pays more in 
the end. In the end, I mean, we have not . 
done anything unusual and the condition ·of 
course continues to be ''so. And, however, · 
I would like to say that some amendments 
might come later on to show what increases 
are likely to take place iri the establishment. 

I am referring lastly to the Leader of the 
Opposition. He tr:ied to extenuate-he tried 
to explain up all the attacks made by the · 

· hon. Member for Benin Central West. · 1 ; 
must say that I am not at all impressed by his 
explanation. I thought that in this House he 
would have the courage and the courtesy to
say how much I have even helped him ,in 
some of the complaints he has brought to me" 
as Minister of Justice. But instead .. he . 
refused to make comments on that line. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I like to digress to·'·a~{' 
important point- the question of complain~:. 
I am very willing to listen to complaints from 

· all hon. Members as long as thes~ compl!li!lts:, .. , 
are absolutely genuine. But again and 
again ·we' receive frantic telegrams from , · 

· Members-some hon. Members and som~,· 
Secretaries- Organising Secretaries. · · I ·am 
not making . mention . of any names but .J 
think it might be very edifying to Members 
of this·· House o see the sort of telegrams 
sometimes receved. I · will make , some'· 
comments later on: . This is the sort of 
electronic telegram sent to · me, sent to~ -:< · 
Chief Okotie Eboh, sen.t to _Bro~dcasting . , 
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[CHIEF lGHODARO] . liquidation of Customary Court Judges. 
Ibadan .apd Lagos. They were speaking- It is my position to see to the maintenance of 

"We strongly suggest abolition custo- the dignity of justice of the members of the · 
mary courts Warri Division· or replace Customary Coun:~ of this Region. . 

· Judges in · them X Since establishment - Mr Chairman, I have taken time enough 
Customary Courts acted deliberately - ' and I beg to oppose the Amendment . . 
against political opponents of Action 
Group XJ~stice denied Nation-Co suppor-

., 'ters charged -to Court X Accused sentenced 
'· refused bail on Appeal by undue conditions 

X Option fines denied ·X Customary 
' Courts procedure based on Action Group . 
Doctrine X British Justice not in practice 

'• in Courts X Warri Customary Courts are 
\! Action Group institutions destined '·punish 

Nation-Co ' supporters· X British protected 
·'persons nay Warri Citizens not used to 

this Unbritish Justice X Unless these 
Courts abolished we deem them communist 

· · institutions X Citizens not safe · with 
Customary Courts still existing W arri 

· · · X Aims of Customary Courts s~.ill mis
·... interpreted · in Warri X Nation-Co and all 
:; , ' · • Citizens lost confidence and West Regional 

Government's name and good intention 
dragged in mud due primitive interpreta
tion of Justice Customary Courts Warri 
Division X Minister Justice called upon 
take immediate action abolish or order 
enquiry X" 
This is very typical of some of the 

'telegrams. We know what kind of telegram 
this is. It was first referred to the Director 
of Public Prosecutions and the man was 
found guilty by the High Court, Warri, 
and it went to the Federal Supreme Court 
and accordingly the judgment was confirmed 
and the man had t'o go to .jail for three 
m~::mths imp-risonment with hard labo:ur. 

;I ,had received telegnims like that from han. 
Members . and I have not referred them to the 
Director of Public Prosecutions but I think 
the right advice to you will be by letting you 
know ·-that wHen in future I receive those 
which were made public by copying the 
Press, the best thing is that I will refer it to 
the Director of Public Prosecutions and 
Members will have to face the · obvious . 
consequences .. 

One thing I ' must say, Sir, is that we are 
not afraid of critiCisms and Lord Hartley 
said: · 

"Justice is not a crystal virtue, 
' She must be· allowed to suffer the 
scrutiny of ordinary men". · 

I think it is a great statement which we are 
p roud. to; abide by. We do not say ·you 
should not criticise us, but in doing so 
please , criticise us · constructively. The 
Minister of Justice' is not here to sit over the 

Amendment negatived .. 
Question that the sum .of £70,'420 jor 

Head 334-Ministry of Justice- stand part . 
of the Schedule, put and agreed to. · ' 

HEAD 342.- DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
· PROSECUTIONS ' , , 

Question proposed, 'that the sum 'of £29,040 ' 
for Head 342- pepartment of Pu,blic Prose- · 
cutions- stand part of the Schedule. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr ·Chairman, Sir, I 
beg to propose an amendment regarding 
Head 342 for an increase in establishment 
and for provision under that Head to be 
increased by £9,900 to 38,940: 

That the post of Crown Counsel under 
Sub-head 1, Item 5, be increased by 4 and . 
provision by £4;080. · · 

That the post of Senior Crown Counsel, . 
Grade I, under Head 1, Item 3, be increased· 
by 2 and provision by £4,600. . 

That the post of Stenographer be increased 
under Sub-head 1, Item 10, by Q and 
p·rovision by £480. 

That the posts of Clerical Officers, under · 
·Head 1 , .. I tern 11 , be increased by 1 and 
provision by £180. 

That the post . of Typist under Head 1; 
I tern 13, be increased by 4 and provision by · 
£560. Total provision being £38,949. 
, Chief Ighodaro·: I beg to, second. · 

Amendment agreedto.· 
Question that the amended sum of £38,940 for 

Head 342-Department of Public Prosecutions 
- stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 344.- JUDICIAL . 
Question proposed, that ihe sum of £161,670 

for Head 344- Judicial- stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Chi~f Odebiyi: I beg to move .that 
Head 344, Item 2, Sub-head 1 be increased 
by 2 and provision by £6,600. 

That Head 1, Itetn 4, be increased by 4 and 
provision by £9,170, making a total of 
£170,840. 

Chief lghodaro: I beg to second . . 
Amendment proposed. 

Mr R. A.· Fani-Kayode: There should 
be some regularity in the payment of Judicial 
Officers and Legal Officers throughout the 
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[MR FANI-1\.AYODE] 
Federation. I · think it will not be in the 
interest of the Civil Service and also it will 
not be in the men's best interest as well if 
they have their ·colleagues in one part of 
the .Federation earning mo·re than others in 
another part of the 'Federation. The 
Minister of Finance · has overlooked this 
disparity, in the salaries of the Dir~ctors 
of Public Prosecutions. In the Eastern 
· Regi0n, more money is paid, although the 

. same:; qualification is provided by the 
Constitution. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Question that the amended sum of £170,840 

for Head 344- Judicial- stand part of ~he 
Schedule put and agreed to. 

HEAD 730.-MINISTRY OF•}USTICE 
OTHER .No:N-REcuRREN').' ExPENDITURE 

Questio-/t proposed, that the sum of £660 Head 
• 730-Ministry ·of Justice-stand part of the 

Schedule. 

" .• 

Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 738.- DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
PROSECUTIONS 

OTHER NON-RECURRENT EXPENDITURE . 
Question proposed that the sum of £380 for 

Head ?38-Department of Public Prosecutions 
- stand part of the ·Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 
HEAD 335.-l\'liNISTRY OF LANDS AND 

HousiNG 
.Question proposed, that the sum of £314,890 

for Head 335-Ministry of Lands and 
Housing-_ stand par_t ofthe Schedule. ·. 

. M r S. A. L ayonu: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
beg to move an ~mendment that the sum of 
£5 be reduced from this Head. In doing so 
Sir, I will have to speak ma.inly on the system 
of land acquisition in Western Region. We. 

,all know, Sir, that . at present the main 
·system of acquiring land by the Government 
is· mainly by giying notices in the Gazettes. 
Defi;nitely most of our farmers and land 
own-ers are illiterates who cannot read the 
Gazette or read the newspapers. Another 
point, Sir, is that. when these notices are 
issued out many of them do not knqw 

·until the notices expire. I will give you an 
instat?-ce, Sir, when on the 24th of February; · 
1960 pieces of land in·- Oshogbo and Ede 
were compulsorily acquired by the Govern
ment; the owners of the land did not know 
about this acquisitiQn until after abou~ 
nine months when I personally had to take 
the matter up in the Ministry of Lands, .and 
up till now, Sir, nothing has been done. 

A Government Bencher: M r Chair
man, Sir, · point of order. One member · 
opposite is sleeping. · 

Mr Chairman: The gentleman is · not 
sleeping. His glasses · only reflected. 
(L_aughter .) 

Mr Layonu: Mr Chairman, Sir, this is a 
very serious point to which I would like the 
Minister of Lands and Housing to give 
careful consideration. · In the first place, we 
must know that we all gather to ·protect the . 
interests of the masses who could neither 
read nor write and we must not try to 
compare the mentality of many of our 
farmers with ours; and another pojnt is 
that it is very, very easy to say that we always 
give notice through the Gazette, in the papers 
and so on, but the poiJlt is- how are farmers 
or land owners going to. easily understand or 
know when such notic~s are given? I · am 
quite sure that on the part of the Members · 
sitting on the opposite 'side they have cloudy 
thinking, with the result that when we get up 
to speak in the interest of people who voted 
them in they will not listen. How can you 
help the farmers when you don't listen? 
Your Premier and even your Ministers have 
appealed to us that we should always try to 
give you constructive criticism so that you 
can do useful work for people who have 
voted you in here. When somebody gets up, 
you begin to heckle. I advise · you to read 
the Hansard of ,the Eastern Region which 
was given to you today. -. 

In Head 731 you have £400,000 for land l 

acquisition and £3,600 for vehicles. Now 
I would ad~ise the Government that when- ··· 
ever Government is going t6 acquire any ·. :· 
land; instead of spending so much on vehiCles 
they should spend it more usefully in ordev to · · .;t 
contact and convey the people to the area of. · 
acquisition so that people may not say _that. '· .. ·,'IS.· 
they are not aware when their land is -being : 'i;y,:' 
acquired. The Government should not ·. 
only depend on the notices in the, Gazette . j 
but should always try as much as possible to , .. , 
broadcast it on the air so that they may. be', . 1~ 
able toknow that pieces of land are .g9_ing -.1 ~-, 
to be acquired. '. . · · .. · 

Now, Sir, when the Minis~er or'La~q~~-~i~ 
Housing was giving his reply' : about ; 
acquisition' of land he said that before ,· 
land is acquired chiefs 1an;d · councillors .; 
would be informed and so .on. ;-But I W.oul 
like him to note that it is not 'possiole- £'6 " 
many of the chiefs and councillors ·to go 
roynd and tell farmers when pieces of landt 
are being acquired. Tb:ere is ·always a great:. 
deal of dispute over ownership by various 
people. ' 
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[MR LAYONU] complacent lik~ the other Ministers over these 
The other suggestion that I would give grave is'sues. ·Now; there is no trustee in 

to the Minister of Lands and .. Housing is Sapele who has not erected a magnificent 
that whenever the Government is acquiring storey building costing not less than £4,000 
a piece of land they should try to survey the ·by commercialising on the people's lands. 
land, put pillars in the four corners of the As a result there are many land cases in· 
land and invite the owners of the land to Sapele to which the Minister is not prepared . 
differentiate their own portion · of the land to heed. 
acquired, so that th~_re will be. no difficulty Mr Chairman, Sir, the instrument provided 
when compensation is being paid to owners. for Okpe Trust Fund is never audited, ·and 
I say so because farmers always find it difficult the report given to the representative 
to get t}:leir claims on land. committee, and, in fact, there is nothing like 

Another poit:tt I would like to bring out is representative committee, and· we therefore 
that Government should . realise that it };lave no reason to believe that there !s any 
is always very difficult for a land owner to give . --money in the fund for the Okpes. " · . 
out his piece of land. The most serious ' Recently these same people applied to the 
thing is that in 'Western Region today, in .. the Minister of Lands and Housing for a wider 
acquisition of land, politics is played tremen- scope of jurisdiction which has caused the 
dously. I give you an instance in Ede, where institution of the Lawani Boundary Commis
hmd owners are not at all happy, about the sion, and here I must warn sternly that if 
present situation over the acquisition of land. the Ministry is unscrupulous · over the 
I would,. like you to . pity the conditions of granting of this request, the Obosi-Onitsha, 
m~y. land owners, in that much of' their incident is bound to repeat itself in Sapele, 
energy is wasted, their time is wasted, and which will be the last straw which breaks the 7 

· .,the.-money spent in going up and down in camel's back. · 
court cases as such is also wasted. Mr Chairman, I beg to support. 

Finally, Sir, I feel . that ' we all assembled Amendment proposed. · 
here to protect ·the interest of farmers · and 
we should do this earnestly and car~fully. Mr D. E. Okumagba: Mr Chairman, 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to support. I have filed two notices but I ask your leave 
to speak generally here~ In the meantime,) 

l'vlr J. A. Riemu: Mr Chairman, Sir, shall concern myself with the subject of the 
I beg to support the Amendment. In doing debate. ' .· ~ 
this I would confine myself to that portion I know no one will quarrel with the plan 
of the Ministry which deals with Trustees of this Ministry to introduce town planning 
and Towri Planning. authorities all .over the Region. The Western 

Those of us who are perhaps from towns Regional Government should be praised 
know the evil effect of this Town Planning for having the foresight and looking ahead 
Authority under this very Ministry. We that the villages, as they are, ought io be 
know how it works! developed and that they should look like the 

Everywhere in the Region this Ministry present townships that we have. 
has employed diverse means to deprive land Mr Layonu: Point of Order, Sir . . The 
owners o! their rights to their lands. In the hon. Member on the back seat is sleeping. . 
Midwest it established two notorious bodies 
known as Land Trustees and Town Planning Mr Chairman: If the hon. Gentleman 
Authorities. · A member of one is · invariably is sleeping, that is no point of order (Laughter) 

. a member of the other.; that is, all Members of · · · 
these bodies . are hundred per cent Action Mr Okumagba: I agree that one of the 
Group members. This is done in order to _ chief purposes of 'this Government for 
victimise political opponents. introdudn!l these town planning authorities 

in the · villages is to ensure that our rural 
.'. As trustees in Sapele they ;ounce on family areas do not put up appearances that we 
lands which were, leased out to them many don't like. But · if this matter is carefully 
years ago and get them ·released to the highest considered . we would realise that town 
bidder, deliberately deviating from the rights planning could lead to very serious con
vested in them by the instrument establishing sequences in vario~s places in the RegioJ?-." 
the trust. Well, there are only two ways of executing 
· This Minister's office has been inundated schemes of town planning authorities. The 

. with petitions, personal representations have authority may decide to plan the area and 
been made, and here again he has been leave it to the · owners of the land to build 
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and use the land in accordance with the plans 
of the authority. That · system will not 
easily lead to trouble because the natives 
would · realise that· their land will not be 
,transferred to anybody. The only concern 

Now, another point about which I •t:hink 
the Government of the Western Region ought 
to be warned is this: Now, let it ,not happen 
that what someone <;:ahnot get through the 
law courts is given · td him through the 

of the authority is to see that all houses 
are built in accordance with approved 
plans. They will also see for themselves that 
the playgrounds are sited in the correct 
·places. · But where the authority decides to · 
acquire the land compulsorily and takes over 
the control, there could be serious trouble 
in many places in the Region. 

You will agree that in various parts of the 
Region there are cases of land disputes. .A 
great number of cases that are in courts 

.. . are land cases. Members of thit~ honourable 
House would 'have heard of cases as such 
between this section and that section of 
people. If there is a town planning authority · 
in an area like that and the town planning 
authority decides · to acquire such land, 
complications are bound to arise. If the 
authority actually takes the necessary steps 
to acquire the land and the owners of ·the 
land realise that the control of their land is 
being transferred to another body, they 
must object. , . . 
· You. will find . that if you take a number of 

these town planning authorities already 
approved, there are complaints from . various 
quarters that this section is not represented 
and that people there are not represented 
in the authorities; If my land has been 
acquired, whatever is paid is paid to me 

· outright and from now on I must look on the 
town plam1ing authority developing the land 
and sub-letting it. If ~you are ··affected · in 
such a way, you will realise that they are 
matters that can lead to very serious trouble. 

The advice I have ·for this Government is 
this. Before any town planning authori.ty is 
appointed the Government must take steps 
to investigate thoroughly and be sure that 
the people who are interested in the land · 
are adequately represented in t}:le authority. 
There are cases in many parts of the Region 
at the moment where there are complaints 
from many land-owners that they are not 
represented in various town planning author
ities· already approved by the Government 
of the Western Region. ·So, I think it is a 
vital point for the consideration of the 
Executive Council of this Region that before 
any town . planning authority is approved 
Goyernment must satisfy itself that all 
people who have interest in the land are all 
represented in the authority. (Government 
Benches: No point). 

Executive Council. (Interruptions.) · 
' 

I will illustrate this point very clearly to 
the Ministers of the Government. ' Take 
that clerk's table as a piece of land which is in' 
dispute between villages on this side and 
those on the other side. Now, if in the 
appointment of the members of the town 
planning authority people on this side are' 
represented in the authority and the villages 
on the other side are not represented on the 
authority, it is obvious that only one section 
will now control the use of the · larid. That 
dispute could be settled in a court of law 
but the action of the Executive Council 
cannot be questioned in any c~urt of law. 
(Interruptions.) Let it not happen that 
what you . cannot get from me in a court 
of law is handed over to you by·the Executive 
Council·. So, it is a matter for consideration. 
by the Government of the Western Region. 
We agree that there is no harm in approving 
town planning authorities in various parts 
of ~h_e Region, but. it is. possible in our . dirtY.· 
poht\CS nowadays m th1s couritry to oppress· 
people by it. (Several Government Benches: 
You do dirty politics.) 

I take another point. I have noticed that 
most town planning authorities embarrasS' . 
land owners. In some ' places in the Region 
every available .~and is declared a town. · 
planning area, not for any' rea~on, but to, 
en'lbartass the owners of the land. . , · . 

Now, it is necessary to plan these townships: 
well, but you will agree with me that it 
will n?t be right for the town 'planning 
authonty approved for Ibadan district to 
declare ev(_!ry available land between Oyo 
and Ibadan, between <Ibadan and Abeokuta . ' 
and between Ibadan and Ilesha as planning 
areas. ·No Minister will quarrel if he finds 
a plan attached to an application by_· any. 
town planning authority asking for declara
tion that an area be declared a town planning · 
area; but the Minister is not in a position to 
know that the area . is necessary to · be so . 
declared. He doesn't know t~at by siguing 
the application of the town planning autho
rity for the area he is injuring the interests 
of the people of the area. 

I have these three points to comillend to. 
the Government. That before any town 
planning authority is approved for any area 
Government should take steps to see that 
all pt;ople who are supposed to have any 
interest in the land are represented in the 
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authority. -Before any area is declared a 
town planning ar~a _ Government .. should 
satisfy itself that ther~ is necessity to declare _ 
that area a town planning -area for the time 
being so that farmers will not be embarrassed 
by declaring their farm lands town planning 
areas·: 

_ The third point -and the most important 
p<;>int to me is that · the Executive Council 

. should refrain from handing over any land 
to any group of villagers in a particular area 
through town planning authorities instead 
of allowing the people to settle their matters 
in a court of law. _ · 

Mr Chairman, I support the Amendment. 

Mr 0. Olaitan: Mr Chairman, I will be 
very brief in support of this Amendment. I 
like to make a particular reference to Ilesha. 
Well, it is difficult . for the Minister sitting 
in -Ibadan to make a policy for all areas. The 
policy might be .very genuine but most of 
. the policies . of the Ministers of this Region 
are carried out in bad form in the divisions. 

·In: Ilesha, when a town planning authority 
was established, evecyone felt .very happy 
that it · was established, but what we have 
seen in Ilesha is · that the Chairman of the 
-town pl~nning authority, who is the Owa, is 
trying to use th~ town planning authority as a 
·political instrument. In Ilesha, for example, 
last year, there was an occasion when a 
woman who.got a plan for a house an·d paid 
five guineas for · that building was, a (ew 
months after she had completed the building, 
because that woman ·is an NCNC member, 
asked to demolish her house. I know the 
Premier of the Region will not like the idea; 
a womllll, of about seventy years building a 
house and you askirig her to demolish it. 
(Government Benches: co.mply with the regula-

·#ons.) _ But that woman paid five guineas for 
the land and it is the duty of the ....... : ... . 
(Interruptions from Government Benches). 
· I don't like to pick quarrels or come, here to 

accuse Ministers unjustly. I told the Minis
ter about this and _he said he would look into 
it. (Government Benches: Then why bring it 
here?) I shall appeal to the Minister to take 
appropriate :;1.ction to see that the good policy 
he has is not spoilt by soJ;ne people who, 
for their personal gains in the area, like to use 
it as an instrument of politics. 

About the question of land acquisition, 
everybody feels happy that the Western 
Government wants to develop this Region to 
a· certain extent, · and I am not the type of 
person who will not see good where good 
actually lies, but I would like to point out to 

the Minister of Lands and Housing that where · 
land is acquired, ther_e is adequate p,ayment of . 
compensation, and I would like the Minister 
to take appropriate steps to · see that when 
farmers are deprived of their land; especially 
with cocoa, effective means should be taken 
to see that they are paid compensation as 
early as possible so that they may buy land 
elsewhere or spend the ·money for other 
purposes.· 

With these few remarks, I support the 
Amendment. 

Mt F. Ebubedike: Mr Chairman, m 
supporting this Amel).dment I have to say 
that in my place ...... (Several hon. Members: 
Where is your ptace?) Aj~romi in Colony 
Province. (Some Opposition Members: why did 
you tell them?). The place was earmarked as 
industrial' area. ·· In 1959 the former Premier 
said at Badagry that Ajeromi should be made . 
a greater Lagos, though the greater Lagos 
that Ajeromi was ·made was only a sign 
board with inscription "Western Nigeria" . 

I_ have to point out to the Minister 
of Lands that the Town Planning Autho
rity is trying to deprive many local councils' 
of their source of revenue of Building 
Plans. Many local councils have been 
approving Building Plans and made it 
their source. of reveriue but with the introduc
tibn of the Town Planning Authority they are _ 
deprived of this source of revenue. (Govern-
ment Benches: Mention them.) Ikeja, 
Mushin, Agege. The Town Planning 
Authority in the Colony Province is depriving 
poor architects of their means of livelihood by 
the production of the plans· by the . Town 
Planning Authority itself.. They . prepare 
the plans and .sell .it to the public instead of , 
allowing the architects 'to make their living by 
their profession. 

Another tbing is that wh~re they say that 
they are acquiring land they fail to mark out 
these areas so that those who want to ·get 
lands in that area will · know. But when -
some people have acquired the land and 
built their houses, the Town Planning 
Authority will go there and demolish the 
houses. -

The Town Planning Authority is supposed 
to be helping owners of the land. IQ. many 
places the Town Planning Authority approve 
three to four single plots at the same time. 
The protection they are supposed to give- to 
the owners of the land is not forthcoming. I 
feel that the Minister of Lands and Housing 
should take note - of this and rectify the 
mistake. 

,, 
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With these, · M r Chairman, I support the Friend has suggested is what Government is 
Amendment. · doing. 

''·: 'the Minister -of Lan ds a~d Housing It is being suggested that we _ should 
(Chief J. 0. Adigun): Mr Chairman, as sympathise with the land owners. Govern
han. Members of the Opposition are some- ment has the greatest sympathy for land 
what friendly to my Ministry, i don't intend owners, but when it comes to giving priority, 
'therefore to worry them too because those of 'certainly individual interests will- have to 
them who have spoken have brought forward give way to ,public interests, and that is what · 
suggestions. I notice that some of these is happening in this Region. But Govern
suggestions are what are really being carried rilent has made it a policy that economic 
out in the Ministry already. But I must say crops on. such lands are paid for and, excepting 

· . th,.at I am grateful to them fo'r making the there is dispute, as soon as we know the· 
suggestions. owners of the economic . crops, Government , 

always m'ake it a point to pay compensation. ' 
Some of them have made some remarks My Friend from Urhobo Rural I: Mr 

which call for comments from me. My Riemu, spoke about Sapele Town Planning 
Friend from Ede-Ejigbo criticised the system . Authority and the setting up of Communal , · 
of land acquisition. He . said that we Trustees. He suggested that these trustees 
normally don't give sufficient n~tice or are acquiring private lands and the purpose 
publicity of acquisition ·of land. I remember of this acquisition is to victimise their political 
I r~ised this point when another Head of the ' opponents , I like to assure him that it is not , 
Estimates' was being debated. I explained · , the intention of the Town Planning Authority 
to him what processes Gov.(!rnment':usually _ to victimise political opponents :cJ,t all. As a . 

. undergoes in acquiring land. I told him then matter of fact, in these Town Planning 
. that apart from Gazette Notices Government Authorities we have a number of representa-

.. always gives the widest publicity for such tives of commercial interests ·and some 
'acquisition. We arrange ·posters in the area import·an~ businessmen w.tw have no interest 
of acquisition and we also make announce- in the land and these people ·by no means can 
m.ents in the papers and over the air. In· be desc~ibed as members of a political party. 
addition to that, we send Land Officers Invariably, some of them are Europeans and 
round to keep the land owners informed that independent persons who make sure that the 
the areas are to be acquired .and I think that area is well planned. There is no intention of 
the publicity which we are giving at' present victimising th.~ir political opponents. He 
will be sufficient · because if we are not mentioned that the committees are set up to 
careful we only encourage people whq have advise communal land trustees. That is true. 
no genuine claims to put up' counterfeit Invariably members of this committee are not· . 
claims and they will confuse the issue. I am appointed because of their political affiliation; . 

, sure that so far Government has not had any they are appointed by the local people in their ~ 
difficulty . and if a specific cas~ is brought to areas.' It does not matter whether they are · ~· ~ 
my notice, of land acquired without the NCNC, Action Group or any other political 
owners of the land knowing of this acquisitiqn, party (Mr Riemu: I was nominated but I was. 
certainly I will be prepared to look into such a rejected, my seat is still vacant there). · 

case. My Friend mentioned the possibility -· 
Hon. ' Layonu, who has described himself of a riot. ·I want to assure him that Govern

as . the custodian of wisdom, made efi:orts to ment is not scared at all. In fact the hon. 
bring. forward some · pieces of · advice. He Member has given us notice of a riot. , If · · 
said that the money to be used in buying there is a riot Government will take effective 

. vehicles should be used in making propaganda measures to see that the riot is brought under . 
where land · is to be acquired. I have control. · 
explained that efforts are .bdng made to make 

· people know that their lands are being 
acquired,. sQ that his · suggestions along this 
line are most uncalled for. 

He also suggested that the area should 
. be surveyed. I must say that that is what 
Government is doing. Before we give -notice 
of acquisition, we must survey the area and 
get the pillars round the areas to be acquired. 
It is with the pillar numbers that notices of · 
acquisition are published ; What my han. 

On petitions. Yes, there are petitioq.s 
to disputes between conflicting c.l2lu· mantll~i'~·i!7~ 
There are a number of areas where on a pie.ce 
of land we have about three to four claimants~ · .
It is not our duty to decide who is the right '' 
owner. It is the duty of the court to. decide··' 
that. 'Most of these petitions in my office are ., 
thrown into the waste-paper basket because 
they are not fit to come to me at all. 

H e has me~tioned the Lawani Commission. 
That Commission was not set up to decide 
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the owne_rs of land. It was set· up to decide 
the area of jurisdiction of the expansion of 
Sapele Urban District Council. (Interrup
tions.) 

It is the duty of a checker to check the 
figures. (Interruptions). 

Mr Chairman: I only wan~ to hear the 
Minister of Lands and Housing. · 

Chi,ef Adigun: My · Friend, the , hon. 
Member for Warri East, mentioned complica-

. tions where a piece of land which has been 
under dispute , is acquired by the 
Town Planning AuthoritY. Invariably 
Town Planning Authorities do not acquire 
land on their own. .. It is Government who 
acquires the land and hands over the land 

·to Planning Authorities. What the Govern
~ met?,.t does is, if there is an · area of land to be 

acquired, riotices are given and if there are 

woman thinks that injustice has been done, :.~ . 
I think the remedy is in the courts. H'e · 
also mentioned alleged delays in the paying 
of compensation, whereas Government 
cannot do anything until the rightful owners 
are decided by a court of law. I held a 
meeting with the representatives of different 
·councils within the area of the Ikeja Town 
·Planning Authority at which this point was 
raised and, right now, we are considering what 
steps to take so that we will be in full co
operation with the councils in the ·different 
areas. I assured the representatives of 'the · 

· different councils that necessary adjustments 
would be made so that part of the, rights may 
be passed on to the councils. ' It may be that 
the plan will have to .go through the council 
to the Planning Authority and from the 
Town Planning . Authority to the owners of 
the building, in which case the council will 
be in a position to charge something for the 
service rendered . 

One member also 'mentioned that the 
Authorities sell plans and thereby deprive 
architects of their means of livelihood. 
Well, I do not think members. of the public 
who want to put up buildings are forced 
to buy plans from. the Town Planning 
Authority. They have a right to go to the · 
architect, if they so d~sire, and if they 
want to get standard building plans from the 
Authorities I .. do not think . anybody can 
prevent' them from doing so. It is not true 
that the Authorities are depriving architects 
of their livelihood. 

. claimants each clai:r:nant is considered on his 
own merits. - If there · are conflicting claims 
the cases are• referred to the court. · I do not 
know which particular land my Friend is 
referring to., He also mentioned a group of 
people who, were not able to get a piece of 
land and who · went through Executive 
Council. · .Unless a particular case is brought 
to my notice no action can be taken. · He 
said that ToWn Planning Authorities usually 
declare any -. area ' Crown Land. Now, Sir, 
it is within the· competence of a Town 
Planning Authority to develop an area which 
it likes to develop. It may be six miles 
outside ' tile township; • it may be the whole 
Council area . ... If they. want to exercise their Well, Mr Chairman, that is all about 
right I do no.t think there is anything we can the points mentioned. I would like to add, 
d · for the information of Members, that at · o. 

4 present we have twenty Town Planning 
My ~riend from 1lesha Central mentioned Authorities in the Region and, · right now, 

that the Ministry has a very good policy-but more applications are . coming in for. the 
that the local people used to misinterpret establishment of more Authorities. · Those 
Government's ·intentions. (Interruptions.) we have at present are at Ikeja, Sapeie, 
He cited the, case of a woman who paid Warri, .,I11adan, --· ljebu-Ode, Abeokuta, 

. certain fees for the approval of her plan and .- Shagamu, · Ikenne/Ilishan, Ife, Ilesha, Epe, 
who had .completed the building before. she Efon-Alaye, Akure, Ondo, Ijero, Okemesi·, 
was· asked· to pull down the building. I Ajowa and Ikerre. These Authorities have 
have checked ·-yp this allegation becau~~ he been given financial assistance to enable them 

· mentioned it to me sometime ago. He establish properly and to ·train staff. In 
· also mentioned that it was discovered that the present Five-Year Development ,Plan, · 
the plan was approved. The plan approved the sum of £200,000 has heen reserved for 
was that the foundation should be 1 !- feet grants to the different Authorities and the 
deep. · .In actual fact the woman made a sum of £2,000,000 has been. set aside as loans 
foundation of 1 foot'; in addition the woman to these · Authorities. The following 
built more than was approved for her. Authorities have got approved Planning :· 
Six rooms were approved · for her but she Schemes: Ikeja Planning Authority has the . 
put up more than six rooms and that contra- Shomolu and Ilupeju scheme, the Warri 
vened the town planning regulations too, and . Planning Authority has the Igbodu 
that was why the building was pulled down. Scheme, the Ikorodu Scheme has · one 
I do not think the Town Planning Authority and Ikenne/Ilishan has one. Abeokuta has 
has gone beyond its powers, . but if the one and Sapele has its own. Of 'the· 'five 

,. 



647 1961-62 Appropriation Bill 

[CHIEF ADIGUN] ' 

12TH APRIL, 1961 Committee of Supply 648 , 

Schemes, .. two are in the Midwest and these 
• two are functioning very well. (Government 

Benches: When is Benin gping to apply?) 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I · have only mentioneJ 
these to let Members know that these Planning 
Authorities are very popular in the Region . 

: Where we have established them we discover 
that they are rendering very useful service to 
the Community. A~ more funds are available 
we hope to encourage other areas to establish 
such Authorities. ' 

Amendment negatived. "' 

.Question that the sum of £314,890 for Head 
335- Ministry of Lands and Housing- stand 
par~ of the Schedule, pu~ and agreed to. 

HEAD 731.- MINISTRY OF l. .. ANDS 
AND HousiNG 

(OTHER NON,-RECURRENT EXPENDITURE) 

Question proposed that .the sum of £419,570 
for Head 731- Ministry of Lands and Housing 
- stand part of the Schedule . 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairri:J.an, Sir, I beg 
to move an amendment that a new sub-head 6 
entitled "Aerial ' Photography for Town 
Mapping" be inserted with a provision of 
£50,000, thus increasing that provision to 
£469,570. 

The Federal Government, Sir, invited 
·a group of Technicians to the country to 

· help them carry out a certain aerial survey in 
parts of Nigeria, and the Regional Govern
mC:mt felt that since it would be more expen
sive to bring these people here on their own 
for the purpose of carrying out aerial photo
graphs of certain parts of the Region for the 
purpose of development, we might as well 
seize 1;he opportunity' of making use of these 
experts whilst they are here. That is why 
we are making this amendment. 

· . Chief Adigun: I beg to second. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Question that the amended sum of £469,570 

· for Head 731- Ministry of Lands and Housing 
-stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to . 

Mr Chairman: This appears to be 
another convenient time for a short break. 

:Sitting suspended at 2.25 a.m. 
· Sitting resumed at 2.55 a .m. 

HEAD 33'6.-MINISTRY OF LABOUR 

.. · Question proposed, that the sum of £14,220 
for Head 336- Ministry of Labour- stand 
part of the Schedule. 

,, 

M r P. V. Okw esa :' Mr Chairman, Sir , 
I move that a sum of £5 be deducted from 
Head 336. I am suggesting this reduction :·. 
Sir, because of dissatisfaction in this Ministry . 
of Labour. In the first place, this horrihle 
monster of discrimination rears its head . · 
in this Ministry . . I have noticed to my; 
dissatisfaction and to the dissatisfaction of 
workers from the Midwest that a great 
deal. of discrimination is pursued by the 
heads of departments in this Region. . We 
hav.e very clever .. .... (Interruptions). Lis:ten 
.... .. (If you talk sense). I am talking sense. 
I find that as a matter offact we have people 
from the Midwest who are very clever and· 
hard working, but most of them · are not 
allowed to be on top. Almost; invariablyp . 
we -- find that people from Yoruba West ··are 
placed' above the Midwesterners. , We nave 
complained. · This state of affairs is very bad. 
We think that there is a point for reorganisa-
ti~. . • 

Again the Minister of Labour ·is to give' 
us reasons why there is mass retrenchment 
going on 1n the Ministry of ~Works and 
Transport. I do know that the ,funds of 
the Western Region Governm~nt are rapidly 
being liquidated, and that may be the reason 
for mass retrenchment. I do not doubt it 
from what I have observed. But what has 
happened to the vote made for this Ministry 
during the last financial year? 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the pace of Nigeria
nisation is slow. (Where? where?). In the 
Army. , · '" ~ · 

Government Benches: Army·is a Fed- · 
eral matter. · '· · · 

' Mr Chairman: . Arrhy is a Federal subject: 
(Government Benches': Shame, ~hame; he.. ' 

was asleep!) (Laughter.) .. ,, · · 
M r Okwesa: . You . can : p~rsuade · the' 

Federar Government to "speed up Nigeriani: 
sation of the Army. ("You better sit down" f 

M r Chairman : I 'am going . to overrule· 
on that point. Army and the Air Force· ' 
are · not subjects under this Head. It should 
be raised in the Federal Parliament, not here. 

Mr Okwesa: I just appealed to this· 
Government to urge the Federal Government:
After all, we are one Nigeria. What affects 
the Regional Governments also affects the 
Federal Government. If you persuade them 
they will listen to you. (Sit do'{-Vn, sit down). 

Again, Mr Cqairman, Sir, I want to ask 
the Minister of Labour how much he has 
done in the way of improving ·or trying to 
improve the conditions of . service of our 
people in Fernando Po. (Government Benches·: 
Ah, ah, ah !") 
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Mr Chairman: .Our people mean the 
people of Western Region, not Fernando Po. 

Mr Okwesa: I am directing this to the 
Minister of Labour. Does he take any 
interest in the labour matters of the people? 
Mr .Chairman, I move that the sum of £5 be 
deducted from this Head. 

Mr S. A. Layonu: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I beg to support the Amendment. In doing 
so, Sir, I want to.; ...... . (Interruptions). 

. Mr . Ch~irma~: You should also listen 
to a lone voice in the wilderness. (Laughter.) 

Mr Layonu: - The Ministry is redundant, 
very inefficient, and it is a sorry place for the 

. expeditions of scpool leavers. I wdnder on 
. _what ladder the ,Minister of Labour is putting 
school leavers. .9.1;000 school leavers with 
different qualifications -are without employ
ment at present and the Ministry, of Labour is 
not having any; phm of how ,this problem Of 
unemployment· should -· be solved . . This is an 
important matter ·for , this Ministry so that 
our children or school leavers should not 
become drawers of water and hewers of wood. 

Having gone through the Estimates, I 
notice there is no provision 'for Labour 

·Officer. When there is no Labour Officer 
how would you care for the well-being of 

· schoolleavers, and how can they get employ
ment when there is no Labour Officer? . I 

· notice that, many · people in' this Region are 
jobless. . · 

:tylr Chai~an, I beg to support. 
. Amendment proposed. 

·' . 
ChiefOdebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I only 

want to deal with that aspect of the remarks 
made by the hon. Member for Aboh. The 
bon. Minister of Labour will deal with other 
.aspects which pertain to his Ministry. It 
has been suggested, Sir, by the han. Member 

, that Midwesterners are being discl'iminated 
> .against on the question of appointments and 

promotions. I think, Sir, that it is a pity that 
t}).e hon. 'Member has brought this question 
up. Every one knows that the question of 
.appointment' and promotion is determined 
wholly and . solely by the Public Service 
Commission and what the Government of the 

··day does ,is to lay do'.vri definite poliCy, and 
both Opposition and Government are agreed 
<>n the policy · o~ Nigerianisation; and if there · 
-is any Government in -the Federation which 

· bas carried out this pol~cy up to the letter, it is 
the Government of Western Nigeria. It is 
only in this Region that all Permanent 
Secretaries and· Heads of Divisions are 

. Nigerians . . (Hear, hear.) It is not so in the 

North, lt is not so in the East, and it is' not so 
in the Federation. 

Mr Chairn1an, 'Sir, an han. Member 
also alleged that . Midwesterners were being 
discriminated against. One of the ' most 
able men we have got in the Treasury is · a ' 
Midwesterner and he is in the person of Mr 
Ejueyitchie a1;1d he holds Permanent Secretary 
status; and, secondly, is Mr A. I. Wilson,. 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry . of Economic 
Planning and Community Development; 
he is also a Midwesterner. Another able 
administrator is Mr J. E. Imoukhuede, 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Educatio:p:. 
The Chief Information Officer is Mr A. Y. 
Eke; he is also from the Midwest; and here, 
in the Official Box, is Mr A. D. Obiogun, an 
Acting Administrative Officer, Class II. .. · 

t ' 

Mr Chairman, Sir, also in the L:egal 
Department we have Mr Omo-Eboh. 
Another man is Mr Amadi Emina, formerly 
Government Statistician, and now Senior · 
Assistant Secretary. The Divisional Head in 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, the Chief Conservator of Forests, 
is a Midwesterner. I think I_ must say, Sir, 
that by virtue of the fact that Benin is noted 
for its huge forests, it is not by accident that 
Mr Olu Akpata, a Midwesterner, is the Chief 
Conservator of Forests . . Also, in the Ministry . · 
of Education we have Mr Enobakhare 
and Mr Ekperigin; they are also Midwes
terners. I see no reason, Sir, why people and 
hon. Members from the Midwest should 
criticise this Government of discriminating 
against Midwesterners . 

Mr Chairman, .Sir, in the Cabinet of this 
Region, we have seven Ministers from the 
Midwest; in the Federal Government, where 
the NCNC is in coalition and in large number, 
there are only one and a half Ministers, I 
repeat, only one and a half Ministers. (Shame, 
shame.) Mr .Chairman, Sir, they are the 
Federal Minister of Finance, Chief Festus 
Okotie-Eboh, arid Chief H. Omo Osagie, 
who is a .. Minister without Cabinet Rank. 
And this, Mr Chairman, Sir, is by the 
definition of the Members of the Opposition 
on the question ·of the Midwest, which ' 
according to them include Akoko/Okc and 
Warri Division. .· 

Mr Chairman, Sir, they have even some 
people in the Corporations; an energetic 
and able Chairman of the Western Nigeria 
Development Corporation is Mr Rewane; 
you have also got somebody at the Local 
Government Service Board ' in the person of 
Mr Ekerife and, until· recently, in the 
W.N.T.V. we have Mr Akpofure . 
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[CHIEF 0DEBIYI] of Works and Transport, and if so, Sir, is that 
In regard to appointments and promotions, a strange thing? If pe_ople are employed on 

it should be said .that all promotions and temporary appointments, and tht: work for 
appointments are based on the principles which they are employed is done and there i&. 
.laid down in the Region. One of the reasons no more work for them, at the present time. 
why. today in the Western ·Region we have no one can blame the employer for terniinat- . 
more Y orubas in the Public Service is the ing the appointments of such people or to lay . 

them off as the hon. Gentleman hns said. · 
fact that for many years the Yorubas, some If such people were kept, that would be doing 
businessmen and organisations, sent their . 
own children to the United· Kingdom for . injustice to the people of this Region and that 

should be regarded as squandermania. further training, and as a result we have got a 
Therefore, as an ordinary businessman · 

large number of them in the Civil Service as would do, the Government retrenches people 
against that of any other tribe; even though 
such a. situation might have arisen in the when the job for which they are employed 

is done, and I think, Sir, that that only ·Midwest; it was not until this Government 
·introduced its Scholarships Policy that a happens in the Ministry of Works and 
large number of people in the Midwest had Transport. 

4 the opportunity of University education. 
A large number of scholarships go to Asaba 
and Benin Divisions. 

I think that it is a pity, Sir, that the hon: 
Member from the Midwest area should have 
raised this . question. Until the Midwest 
State is created , Western Nigeria is one 
and indivisible, and to say that we are 
discriminating against Midwesterners is 

r. totally untrue. You are provided with 
modern amenities in the Midwest. I can 
assure them that; as . f~r as we are concerned 
on this side of the House, no Member of this 
Hous.e ever interferred with appointments 

. and promotions in the Civil Service, as this is 
a matter within · the competence of the Public 
Service Commission, and there are regulations 
which govern all these appointments. 

I think, Sir, that the hon. Member is, . · 
already satisfied with the p.oints I have made. 

Mr Chairman: . Perhaps the hon. Gentle
men on both sides of the House would 
like . to have a say before the Minister of 
Labour winds up. 

The Minister of Labour (Mr K. S. ·y. 
Monioh): Mr Chairman, Sir, I can't say 
'how grateful I am about the able speech made 
by the Minister of Finance about appoint
ments and promotions in the Civil' Service as 
it affects the Midwesterners, in reply to an 
accusation levelled by the Member for Aboh. 
Therefore, I would only deal with the other 
points raised by Members as well as the other 
hon. Gentleman from Ede/Ejigbo. 

Mr Chairman, a Member accused this 
Government of mass retrenchment; may · I 
say or ask what type of retrenchment~ was 
carrie.d out? In what type of employment 

. and in what institutions does this mass 
' · retrenchment abound? I don't know, Sir, if 

the hon. Gentleman is referring · to some 
workers who have been laid off in the Ministry 

He also referred, Sir, to the welfare of 
workers in Fernando Po. Having listened, Sir, 
to this · ·Gentleman for some ·time in this 
honourable House I was of the ·opinion that 
he was conversant with the Constitution of 
this country. For a man, an honourable Irian, 
to get up on the floor of this House and charge 
the Government for failing to care for , 
workers in Fernando Po is just as ignorant · 
and irresponsible and even ignorance of t4e 
Constitution under which we assemble . in 
this honourable. House. I think everybody 
knows that workers are recruited to Fernando 
Po from the Eastern Region and, in any case; · 
it is not even done by the Eastern. Region 
Government: it is the responsibility of the 
Fed~ral Government; it is for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. I cannot therefore be 
competent to answer any charges for which 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs should · be· 
responsibk. Therefore the only advice I 
will give to my hon. Friend is to 'get his 
counterparts in Lagos and ask them to f?.nd 
out-what is happening in Fernando Po. 

' < 

The hon. Member for Ede/Ejigbo suggests 
that there are 19,000 school leavers who are 
unemployed. How he gets about the figure 
I don't know. I know for certain that even 
the Federal Ministry of Labour is having·the 
services of I.L.O. to survey the number of 
employed people in this country, and no one 
can say at present how 1n:any people . are 
employed or unemployed m any Regwn. 
Even, Sir, the Government . has Industrial 
Promotions Commission which explores all 
possible avenues of finding industries to · 
establish in this Region and thereby 'finding 
the means of employment for our. people. 
Not only that; we have the Farm Institutes 
and Farm Settlements, and the whole idea 
is to enable our young school leavers who 
are unable to do anything to find employment 
therein. 
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{MR MoMoH] 
· . And with all these, somebody suggests 
that the Government has no effective policy. 
Looking at the Estimates it would ngt appear 
that the Governrrien·t is not in a position 
to cater for the welfare of the workers .. 
Again, I sympathise with the hon. Gentleman · 
because he surely does not know that labour 
"is a '" concurrent subject and that the staff 
is provided by the Federal . Government, 
.and until the Federal Government is not 
prepared or we are not satisfied with the 
service given by the Federal Government, 
we will continue to use their staff. 

· All the Labour Officers in the Western 
Region are at our disposal and it is not 
necessary for us to make further provision in 
the Estimates for duplication. If the hon. 
Member on the other side had said, Sir ...... 
.(Interruptions). I am afraid ·that nothing has 
been said that would make us desist from the 
policy . . , , 

Amendment negatived. . . I " . 

Question th~t .th;· sum ·oj £14,220 for Head 
.336-Ministry. 'of Labour- stand part of the 
Sched'flle, put and agreed to. ,·. · 

. 'HEAD 338.'-MINISTRY OF I CHIEFTAINCY 
' . ... . AFFAIRS •i . ' 

· ,Questiori ·proposed, t}J,at the sum of £10,590 
for Head 338-. Ministry of Chieftaincy Affairs 
-stand part 1of the :Schedule. · · · 

- ·~ t. .• • " ·- ... • • ' 

.:. Chief Odebi'yi: 1 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg 

to move an Amendment that a new item .for 
a post of one Chairman of the Council of 
Obas; and ,Chi.efs,be inserted under sub-head 

· 1 with a provision of £2,410. The ·need 
for . creating this post is that · Government 
does not necessarily. guide the meeting of 
the Council of Obas. 

. Dr,J. "o. Omitowoju: I beg to se~ond. 
· · J::!.mendment proposed. 

( ·· Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode: Mr Chairman, 
the hon. the Premier is not satisfied with how 
many Ministers there are in the Ministries. 
Wehave Parliamentary Secretaries, .Assistant 
Parliamentary . Secretaries, Deputy Premiers 
and all others. , In the House of Chiefs we 
have the President, Deputy President and all 
kinds of Ministers. Not satisfied with that 
he is . now asking Parliament to approve a 
sum of £2,410 for the creation of a new post. 
I think that if the hon. the Minister of Finance 
is not sorry for the country, he should at least 
be sorry for himself. He found very great 
difficulty in balancing his Budget. The same 
man, Mr Chairman, who tells us the story of 
woe comes now to want more money to be 
thrown away for the creation of another 

Organising Secretary for the Action Group. 
I am saying, Sir, that if they are going to. 
treat our rulers in this respect, they can 
enhance their Sfllaries ,in their. ·· respective 
offices. · 

I must say, Sir, M r Chairman, that .it is 
. quite possible for this Government to make 
Obas independent of Government without 
having to ·throw to them bits and· pieces of 
food from their own table -as offered. · 

The Government should realise that a 
panel of Chiefs should be appointed to whom 
the Obas should be responsible entirely~ 
(Interruptions from Government Benches.) · 
I ani satisfied there are some people' here who 
never smelt the school room. Surely there 
.is a difference. · And one which is executive 
in nature. It 'does · no.t require much 
schooling to know the difference. And I am 
saying that one should be created to whom 
the Obas wouid be responsible, so that the 
hon·. the Premier cannot one · day look rourid 
and say this Oba is very good and make him so. 
They will be vying to fill these places. 
When . they are given about · £20 allowance,· 
who won't aspire to get to £2,000 a year . . 
An_d then, indirectly, you will be bringing 
economic pressure to bear on the GoYern
ment. 

I am saying, Sir, that under this Head the 
Minister is not justified in asking us for· a 
penny. !..think, Sit, that the hon. the Minis
ter of Chieftaincy Affairs' salary should have 

.-been the first to be reduced ..... . (Interruptions) : 

The Premier (Chief S. L. Akintola): I 
would have thought that a provision like this 
would receive unanimous support of" the 
Members of the . Opposjtion and, · in 
particular, the Leader of the Opposition 
himself. I remember that when it ·was said , 
that the affairs ofthe Chiefs should be left in 
the hands of a panel of persons elected by ~ 
them and als'o to oe responsible for discipline 
or for questions relating to the welfare of the 
Obas generally, . they supported the idea .. 

But what has been done here is to set up 
the Council of Obas which will be indepen
dent as the hon. Leader of the Opposition 
has mentioned. 

It .. 

The function of disciplining their members 
and of considering any issue or allegations 
against any Oba should be reported to them. 
There are matters that they are dealipg with 
at the momel)t. And apart from that, . they 
represent the tradition of Western Nigeria 
and the custom of this Region. I think this 
provision deserves every respect for' the 
welfare of the destiny of the people. The 
hon. the Leader· of Opposition knows. He 

• · t · 

, I 
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[CHIEF AKINTOLA] ·. , Chief Akintola: In this particular case, 
himself has been instrumental, either in · . this is for the Alafin. 
trying to settle some of these t:ouble~ or in Mr Fani-Kayode : Provision for his 
trying • to forment them, or m trymg to salary. 

reconcile them. Chief Akintola: This has nothing to do 
One · of the leading Obas who is held in with salary; it is provision made for custodians 

: high esteem by every Yoruba JY?.an is Oba of the traditions of Chiefs and Obas of the 
Ladigbolu, the Alafin of Oyo, who has ~een Western Region. We on this side of the 
appointed to be Chairman of the Co~ncll of House believe in tradition and we believe in 

·• .. ·'obas The pGsition of the Alafin lS such, the invincibility of that tradition:• 'And why 
and i am sure the Lea,der of the Opposition do you cry when £2,000 is to be spent t.o 
would agree with me, that the Alafin is one · preserve that tradition? After all, th~s 
of the leading Obas in the whole of Western. tradition is -as valuable as most of the tradl
Nigeria. If you consider that £2,000 odd tions of others on which millions of pounds 
would be too big for the Alafin of Oyo, I ~on't are being spent every year. If you want to 
think Sir the Chairman of the Council of preserve this tradition, don't grudge anything. 
0 bas~ ..... c' I nterru:p· tions from the Opposition 

The hon. Member refers to a type of 
Bench). \ Chieftaincy Committee, a panel independent '· . 

The hon. Member has ~ade much of his of Government. Have you . ever heard , of 
characteristic · inaccuracies ..... He said that such h thing? Do you propose to have tWo 
there are so many p~ojects not completed, Governments in the same country~ having 
without naming them. Where are those two Governments in the same Region? And 
projt;;cts not completed? . Where are they? from where are they going -to derive their 
Again he said that the Budg~t cannot bala~ce. authority? From what. Constitution? You 
There are many of us like himself who might waQt to set up a Chieftaincy Committee which 
never have been . to school. Perhaps I will not be responsible in ~one way or the 
have never been to school myself, but , I other to the Government, which will not 
·know , that when your expenditure is not even be an advisory body to the Government 
as high as your revenue, nobody .'can accuse- of the day. If that were so, why didn't the 
you of unbalanced Budget. These days, the NCNC st;1rt the experiment ' with the Obas 
revenue expected is in excess of the expend- and Chiefs in the Eastern Region? 
iture proposed. If that is not a balanced 
Budget I do not _know what is a balanced Mr Fani-Kayode: What of t he Judicial 
Budget! It may be that when my learned Se;vice Commission? , "First in Mrica". 
Friend goes back to school he J?ay t~ke :me Let us start it here. · 
along. But arithmetically I thmk this 1s a 

. balanced Budget . . . .. . 

Mr Fani-Kayode: 
pleasure. 

I shall do so with 

Chief Akintola: Thank you. If we 
happen to meet His Highness the' Alafin of 
Oyo on the road, you doff your hat and bow 
low..... . ' 

M r Fani-Kayode; · And prostrate. 

Chief Akintola: Certainly! That is 
what our fathers used to do. You ought to 

- do so. · 
Mr Fani-Kayod~: Yes. 

·Chief Akintola: Why not do so? . Your 
father did it. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Yours and mine did it. · 

Chief Akintola: . And that is why we 
make · this. provis~on for ~he Alafin of Oyo. 

M~ F~ni-Kayode: . Not for the Alafin, 
but for the Chairman. 

Chief Akintola: Not "First in Mrica" 
but "First in Casablanca"~···· .(Laughter from 
both sides of the House). We always start 
what is good here. What _ is remunerating, 
what enhances prestige, and what preserves 
tradition. We are not starting anything that 
will destroy our tradition her~. How does 
the NCNC treat Oba Adele of Lagos? 
By paying him, or by giving him power, does 
he too become -a glorified secretary of the 
NCNC? · Or if you pay the Obi of Onitsha, 
does he too become a glorified secretary of the 
NCNC? Or if the Emir of Kano is being 
paid, does it make him a secretary of the 
NPC? Why is it that what you condone and 
praise · in other places cannot win your 
respect? What sin ha:ve we committed by 
making life more attractive for some of the 
rulers of this Region?' My hon. Leader of 
the' Opposition ·would have to be consistent 
with himself. 

For goodness sake; changing sides does 
not mean changing· your inner identity. 
Do not let both go together. It is the same 
Kayo de we have always known, ,and in matters 
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. [CHIEF AKINTOLA] 

· like this ......... (The Premier pauses) .. . .. . ... · 
you had better be careful. I know more, 
but I won't say it now. · 

Mr Faili .. Kayode: Say it now. (Cheers 
and applause from both sides of the House.) . .. 

. Dr Omitowoju: . . I beg to oppose 
the Ainendment ·by .. the Opposition. When 
a man in his·_ position referred to the Chairman 

'of the Council of Obas and Chiefs .. . ........... . 
(In~fJYTUP~ions). , 

. Mr Chairman: I am afraid, there has 
, been no Amendrrient by the Opposition. 

The Leader of the Opposition has just made 
some · statement or remarks.· It is the 

. · Minister' ·of Finance that has moved an 
Amendment. 

Thirdly, no answer was given by . the 
Minister to the request of the Opposition 
for a report dealing with the financial position 
of the Marketing Board since 1954.. · 

Fourthly, the mere fact that some licensed 
buying agents have been · sending reports 

·which have been suspected, requires. investi- · 
gation for attempted fratid, .and the Minister 
has given no answer to the allegation. . 

The Minister spoke of Opposition seeking . 
information from Government. This may 
be right, Mr Chairman, . under normal 
circumstances, but where a Government 
Office agency is charged with maladniini
stration of public funds, it is puerile and 
absurd for Government to withhold facts. · 

The suggestion of Opposition learning of 
the~ proposed inquiry by Government other 

Chief Odebi}>i: May I add, Mr than the one contained in the Opposition 
Chairman,.Sir, that even though the provi~ion statement on the misappropriation of £97,000 

d £2 410 · h E · h is completely untrue. Let the Government 
stan s at . ' m t e sttmates, t e leave the civil servants 6ut of its trouble~ 
salary proposed for the holder of the post 
is · £1,800 and . £610 in respect of arrears If the Government desires to find the source 
which he ought to have got since he was of leakage, let it search among its own rank 
appointed. That is what makes it a total of and file . 
£2,410. 1 Mr Ch~irman, I am not very interested in 

' , the volume of vituperations and insults and · 
· Mr Fani-Kayode: Will the hon. Minister personal attacks levied by the hon. Minister 

·of Finance make that £2,410, the salary of of Trade and Industry . . But, Sir, I will. not 
the Alafin of Oyo, as fixed salary for him as allow these matters to becloud the issue.' 
Ch~irman. . 

1
., . , . It is no use saying that c~rtain statements are 

Chief . Osuntok~n: It is the· Local irresponsible or that. they are made without 
Government Council which fixes salaries. good sense. All these should be brushed 

Amendment agreed to~ aside, and let us look into the facts . 
. : .... · Question th/it the amended sum 'of £13,000 .. On the first iss\te, Sir, I say that when the 
.jar Head 338- Ministry 'of Chieftaincy Affairs ~hon. Premier made the statement from the 
- stand part' of the Schedule, put and agreed to. - House, which I accepted, that he was. not 

informed that the - National Bank was . not 
. HEAD 339.- MINISTRY OF TRADE viable at the time of the investment which 

AND INDUSTRY resulted in nationalisation, the statement from 
. Question proposed,· that the sum of £451,470 the Premier of the Region - was accepted. · 

for Head 339- Ministry of Trade and Industry And if that is the case, Sir, it meant th~t the 
-stand part of the Schedule. persons who made the declaration to him 

· of the viability to the bank at that · particular 
Mr ' Fani-Kayode: Mr Chairman, moment must have gi,ven an ·untrue statement, 

I 1 just like . to -.make . a very brief statement because at the time of the investment a ~ 
on the Mirustry of Trade and Industry in report existed to the knowledge. of these 

' · ' moving the Amendment that this item be Directors that the bank was not viable. 
. reduced by £5. . . 1 . The report existing at the time was· made, 

First and- foremost~ the Minister gave no . and if that is so, it is a case where Government 
assurance and the Government gave ·none must make an inquiry. 

· that an investigation will _ be ~ade before . Secondly, Sir, the Government has always 
further .funds .are re-invested by the .agencies said I think the Minister of Finance loves 
of Government in the National Bank as it very .much "the Premier has always 
demanded .by . the Opposition .. · stretched out his hand of fellowship to the :, 

Secondly, Sir, no answer was given by the Opposition and· will always afford . the' . ·-. 
Minister to, the question of the investigation Opposition an opportunity of learning the 
of the statement of viability made by the facts. If the Leader of the Opposition just : 
Director of the National Bank at the time of walks up to the. Premier, he will get all the 
nationalisation. facts". Mr Chairman, if you are going· to 
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. [MR FANI-KAYODE] 
cha~ge anybody who' has stolen anything, 

· for example, charge him for stealing this 
red flask, ...... Let us say the Chief Whip has 

· pinched \it. The best thing I should do, 
Sir; is to walk up to the Chief Whip and say 

, "Now, Chief Whip, . could · you kindly give 
· me the facts to convict you of stealing this 

red flask? This is impossible. Nobody with 
his right senses will give facts that will lead to 
his own condemnation and surely, Sir, I don't 
think the Government will ask anybody to 
rely very seriously to any extent on this right 
hand of fellowship to give out facts. I know 

· no Government will give it out, and I won't 
· blame them if they refuse to g~ve it m.it, 
and I don't even expect to get such facts 

_fromthem. · 

l hope, Sir, that_ there should be no 
difficulty at all in the demand of the Opposi
tion for a White Paper on the financial 
activities of the Cocoa Marketing Board 
since 1954. On this point, Sir, I don't like 
to 'reiterate the' short points I have made, but 
I would like to conclude on the .issue of the 
defence raised by the Minister of Trade and 
Industry on · this inquiry proposed by 
Government. 

The Minister !)aid that it has been detected 
that a few licensed buying agents · sent in 
returns showing that . they had more cocoa 
in stock at the time of cut in cocoa price 
much n'i.ore. than they normally had. , If I 
am not right, Sir, I stand corrected 
he said there · were some licensed buying 
agents who normally had ten tons and at 
the particular time sent in returns showing 
tWenty tons. This brought out suspicions 
on the part of Government, and Government 
proposed to make investigations about it. 
That is fair enough, but that does not 
preclude the mere fact that certain people 
are about to. defraud,' and if they have 
not iri faGt defrauded, might have defrauded. 
Why.are you asking a judge to look into one 
aspect of the inquiry? It is the people 

' you suspect of sending · in false returns. 
I am not interested in the people you suspect; 
we are interested in the people we suspect, 
and that is the Board itself. · (The Premier: 
You suspect the Board?) He knows what I · 
mean. (The Premier: You say you suspect 
memb'ers of the Board?) The members of the 
Board. The allegation we made before was 
that few members of the Cocoa Marketing 
Board must have been involved. There is 
no use telling us from the floor of this House 

.. . • that they are going to invest-igate the accepta
bility of the 'returns brought in by certain 
licensed ag:t'!nts. Which means that that is not 

the line of investigation that we are asking 
for from Government. · 

That is all I am going to say, Mr Chairman, 
on this Head. 

T~e Premier (Chief S. L. Akintola): · 
After the statement that I propose to make in 
reply to the last speaker, it is my intention to 
regard this matter, from my own point · of 
view, as closed and that whatever is left of 
it should be left completely to· the Commis
sion of Inquiry to be appointed. May. I 
appeal to the hon. Leader of the Opposition 
that if he suspects anybody and he has got 
grounds to suspect anybody, we have nothing 
to hide. · A Commission of Ipquiry has been 
appointed, and let him lay all the fac~s before 
that inquiry (Hear, hear). My only interest 
in this administration is that it should not only 
be·'cle_an but that it sho,uld appear·to be clean. 
Anyone who honestly believes that anybody 
is corrupt, · or anybody is defrauded, in 
connection with the Cocoa Marketing Board, 
let him make his case before the appropriate 
authority. 

May I assure that we ar~, by the Gra.ce 
of God and the will of the people, the 
Government of this Region, and we will run 
the Region according to · dictates of our . 
conscience, not according to yours. -

The type of Commission we are going to 
establish we have already announced, and 
the Commission that will look into it. 
If you are not satisfied with what the Comrriis
sion says, <_lr you want to have an alternative, 
you still have other alternatives .apart from 
the Commission. If you suspect anybody 
that stole any public money you can go to the 
Police. We are not going to stand for any 
member of the Marketing Board if it is true 
that anybody has stolen public money (Hear, 
hear). We have nothing to hide, · · But it is' a 
matter which is so important. 'because the 
good name of the whole Western Region is 
involved and the good name of the whole 
Federation of Nigeria is involv~d. If a man 

·is fraudulent and if you have good reasons to 
su~pect fraud, by all means, say it. But if 
you continue to bark this question of corrup
tion, of fraud, of stealing, of conversion, 
against public men, and you are doing that 
unjustly, 1t will be a betrayal of the whole of 
Nigeria. For by so. doing you will be giving 
Nigeria a bad name abroad, and I do think 
. that is unbecoming of a true nationalist. 
Whatever further insinuations you have to 
level, kindly reserve your comments until the . 
actual fight starts. I challenge you to go 
before that Board, to go before the Commis
sion of Inquiry. 
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If somt:thing is stolen, if somebody is 
defrauded, and in spite of, all we heard here, 
no one has been courageous enough to go to 
the Police Station to report. 

The hon. Leader of the Opposition spoke 
about getting information from some people 
and- asked why he should come to me, to 
meet the person to be accused; to say "bring 
the facts, you are going to be accused, and I · 

. am going to convict you,'' . I have never 
personally' regarded the relationship betWeen 
Opposition . and .. the Government as one 

. between prosecutor, and accused. I have 
never regarded the relationship as such. I 
have regarded · our relationship ~;:; one of 
partnership in which both of us are interested 
in the good~ goverrur1ent of this Region and 

. that ,if yc;m come ,to us· to seek information 
you are not ,necessarily bound to accept 
whatever facts are given to you. · 

Now, about the National Bank, we are in 
consultation with' the Central Bank in Lagos 
and we have reached some measure of agree
ment whereoy they will give us an expert who 
will assist in the organisation of the Bank and 
further st~ps thaf will be taken will depend on 
whatever line thaf organisation takes. I have 
already gi~en him.that assurance. Just like the 
the Opposition, because the Bank is indige
nous, .there. must, be nothing good in it; we 
must crucify ·everybody in it and never allow 

· them to rise even on the ressurection day. 
Anything Wt: do, . because it is an indigenous 
institution there·is nci'tli ing good in it. Every 
assistance . given to, any .indigenous institution 
is · distorted,. by 'the Opposition. Are we to 
fold up . and' is there no J;nOre freedom for . the 
black man? .· If is because the people trust us 
that we,are her,e for they know ,we are more de
pendable than you ate. (Cheers.) All tpese 
stories are . .not·new; all these stories of oppre
ssion, .persecution. In spite of all that, people 
of this Region, continue to repose confidence in 
us·. , We do not ,. believe in destroying the 

/reputation . of other . people. We believe in 
honesty as ·a good policy. If you continue 

' with this type,of,story you are doing damage 
to · your own reputation and the name of 
Nigeria. " I ·am app~aling to you for a change 

. of heart. · As far as the National Bank is 
'concerned., we ' have taken our decision. 
The bank has· been nationalised. It has 
become·''yout ·own' bank. · If you put reason
able suggestions to' · the Government they 
will be acted upon. ' Opposing it vigorously 

·' and thinking that you ate going to embarrass 
these people will serve no useful purpose. 
I am sure . the hon. Leader of Opposition 
knows the . stuff of the people on this side of 
the ,House. ~You always fail to see the good 

w 

side of your opponents. You think that 
~very~hing we do in this ·Reg~on is bad1 • . ' 
m sp1te of all 'that ·you partake m the gooct 
things resulting in the efforts of this Govern
ment. Iri this Region your children go to : 
free primary schools established not by 
paragons of perfection. Your children do 
not go. to any other school. Everything is 
poor, everything is black merely because it is 
done by the Action Group, and none of you 
have the courage to remove your children to 
the Eastern Region. They are not deceiving 
anybody; they are only deceiving themseh:es. 

Some of them enjoy the best fruits 6f 'the· 
labours of the Government of this . Region 
and you have some of them in· this. House 
who . are not even known J.n their homes. 
Some are known on . the eve of elections . 
Electoral citizens! Citizens on election day! 
One man said he came from Oshun. I 
know every nook and corner bf Oshun 
but I never knew him th"ere. He says that 
there is · no development in Oshun. Ten 
years ago there was no . electricity in · Ede ;· 
eight years ago there was · no tarred road 
lead~ng to Ede; seven years ago · no water 
supply in Ede; you have all these things today; 
you have secondary schools, teacher training 
colleges; ansl .· al1 by 'the good efforts of this 
Government. They follow the . example 
of their leaders to thwart 'our efforts. That 
can never attain success because the people 
of this Region 'know much better. 

As far as we are concerned, anybody who is 
not satisfied with what we are doing either 
about the Marketing Board or about the 
National Bank, may I say I am very 
sorry for such a man because what · 
we do is the will of the people of this 
Regioo. The Leader of the Oppos~tion 
asked about a White Paper on the Marketing 
Board. I am sure if he meets the Minister 
of Trade at:d Industry he will be prepared to 
help him;: (Cheers:) He was so busy that he 

- had no time to visit his home town until 
~bout the age of thirty-five. He knew his 
home town on the eve of the election and 
I won't blame him if he has no time to read 
the Annual Reports on the Marketing Board. 
The Leader of the Opposition said thl1-t the · 
Cocoa Marketing Board stocked a quantity 
of cocoa on the day the price of cocoa , was 
reduced. The Board stocked the quantity 
to ·benefit whom? If there is any stealing, 
I am yet to 1< now. that a man can steal his own ~ 
property. If you keep £4 in you'r ·safe the 
£4 will not multiply by , 4; what you will 

· still have is £4. No member of the Board is · 
entitled to draw allowances from the reserve of 
the Board. Members of the Board themselves 

, · r 
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have practically nothing to do with the admin
_istrative side of the Board's activities. They 
don't take part at all in the administration, 
and it is unfair to accuse and insinuate against 
members of the Board who cannot defend 
the~selves here. I . want you to watch the . 
Leader of the Opposition since he started his 
attack; he has been missing his points all the 
time. ·He started a different thing some time 
ago and now he is starting what he has never 
started .. and by tomorrow the next stage will 
. b~ the pages of the Pilot and by the grace of 
·the editor he will meet me there. · 

... · The Minister of Trade · and Industry 
(Chief A. 0. Adeyl): The hon. the Premier 
has so ably handled the situation, so much 
so ·that I have nothing to add. '. 

Mr Kotoye: I . beg to move that the 
question be now put. 

Alhaji Opaleye-: I beg to second. 

Question .. proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

, Question that the sum· ~f £451,470 for Head 
339-Ministry of Trade and Industry-stand 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 735.-MINISTRY OF 
TRADE AND INDUSTRY 

. . 
(OTHER NON-RECURRENT EXPENDITURE) 

,. . . 

where ..in the Region •· will go with the 
impression that Sapele is already enjoying 
pipe-borne water which in fact is needing ..... . 
(Government Benches: Finally, 'in conclusion, 
finally). 

May I repeat . Mr Chairman .... :.! will 
wait until you are prepared to listen. (Pause). 

Mr Chairman: Your .. time is going. · 
fast . . You better go on inste~d of waitirig: · 

Mr Riemu: I hope they will allow me to 
speak. (Prolonged interruptions. from the 
Government Benches.) 

' 
Mr Chairman, Sir, the fact is that th ore 

is only one pipe in Sapele to serve the hospital. 
You have deceived not only Sapele people but 
the Western Region that you have earmarked 
£100,000 for Sapele. The capacity of the 
tank ther,e is ten gallons. 

Chief Odebiyi: Which one has a capacity 
of ten gallons? 

Mr Riemu: Bore hole pump. 

Chief Odebiyi: How deep? 

Mr Riemu: These people are 
the Region's Government money. 
ruptions from Government. Benches.) 

Chief Odebiyi: . How long does 
you to prepare that? · 

wasting 
(Inter.-

it take 

·Quest-ion proposed that the sum oif £5,720 ~or -· M~ R1'emu· Mr Speaker St' (G J' • · , r. overn-. 
Head 7.35-Ministry of Trade and Lndustry-' ment Benches: Mr Chainnan.) I . don't 
stand part of the Schedule. ·- - know whe'l he is Mr Chairman? ·. (Chief 

Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 340.-MrNISTiw OF WoRKS AND 
TRANSPORT 

Question proposed, that the sum of £1,808,250 
for Head 340--Ministry of Works and 
Transport-stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr J. A. Riemu: Mr Chairman, Sir, in 
1955:.60 the vote for urban wprks w.as given 
a place in the Development Plan ........ . 
(Prolonged interrup_tions): 

Mr Chairman, Sir, so many towns have 
enjoyed water supply and extensions. But 
Sapele is one of those towns which ..... . 
(Prolonged interruptions from the Government 
Benches) . . Mr Chairman, Sir, anybody who 
sees Sapele will form the impression that ..... . 
(Government Benches: Who wrote that for you?) 
I wrote this myself: (Shouts of '.'Mac.hine 
Ororo" from Government Benches). 

Mr Chairman, Sir, anybody reading 
this very report outside this Region or any-

Odebiyi: When he is up he is Mr Speaket:; 
whe:! he is down, he is Mr Chairman):·(Laughter) 

Mr ·Riemu: Mr Chairman, Sir, if the 
Government has good intention of treating 
everyone with fairplay and equity, if it does 
not intend to discriminate in . offering . 
amenities, it should know that Sapele as a 
township, with its geographical and industrial 
importance, will be one of the towns to be on 
the top of the list of supply of water and 
electricity. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the rate of infant 
mortality and daily congestion in the premises 
of Sapele General Hospit~l is evidence of 
diverse ·diseases contacted by the people 
through bad water, and if the Government 
is not prepared to relieve the people of this 
trouble it should desist from making noise 
about ra.ising the standard of living of the 
people . . · 

Mr S. A. Akerele: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I rise to support the amount voted for· the 
Ministry of Works and Transport. 

·,, 
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On behalf of my own people (Opposition 

Benches: from where?) ......... ! must be 
grateful to the West Government. Nowa
days, almost every nook and comer of Ekiti 
District has· been tarred. Not - that alone. 
We also enjoy pipe-borne water ·in very 
many towns. The Action Group has already 
tarred well over two thousand miles of 
road in the Western Region and you could 
compare the amount of 'money spent on 
tarring and . repairing these roads. In 1954-
55, £190,709 was spent on roads and repairing 
of roads. This rose to £3,000,000 in the 
year 1960-61. In my own constituency 

. .. ....... (Opposition Members: · Where is your 
constituency?) .. .... Ekiti North-Eas't I, towns 
in this area have enjoyed tarred roads. 
We have no more guinea-worms. We have 

. good water now. Iddo has been connected 
with Oye and Oye with Aiyede. All 
these places . have , been connected with 
tarred roads. But we have some other 
important ,roads which I will put. before 
the ·Ministry of W cirks and Transport to 
please consider in the appropriate time for 
tarring. These roads are between Iddo 
and Egage through lgbole arid so on. It is a 
distafice of eleven miles including adjacent 
roads of one mile between Ekusi and Aiyede 
and the whole of this is only twelve miles. 
We have another which connects Issue and 
·Idobbo which is only a mile. The tarring 
of the total length of the twelve miles in 
Ekiti North-East constituency becomes espe
cially imperative in view of the importance 
of the townships connected and those of 
commercial importance. · · 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to support. 

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minis
·ter of Lands and Housing (Mr C. A. 
Williams): Mr Chairman, S1r, I take 
this opportunity to express, on the floor 
of this House, the gratitude of Members of 
•Epe Cpmmunity for this Government setting 

· aside ·a .sum of."£40,000 on page 177, Head 
1703, ' sub-head 17, 'for the supply of urban 
water. · ; · · ' . . · ' .. 

In the past, people in this ancient town 
thought.that urbap. water supply W?S entirely 
a . monoi:ioly' of · Lagos and this form of 
amenity was too good for Epe. 

Why people in Epe are so grateful to this 
Government is .because it is ,very prompt in 
attending the hue··and cry of people it governs. 
For over a period of .fifty years that Epe was 
administered · by the Commissioner of the 
Colony in Lagos, ·no attention f was paid to 
the cry or complaint of the inhabitants in 

connection with the disease of bilhazia which 
people in this place suffer, but within this 
short span of time that it became part of the 
Western Region, prompt attention is paid to 
the question of this water-borne disease. · 
. With the supply vf urban water the battle 
to eradicate this menace is half won. 

Although, like guinea-worm or other water 
borne diseases, _bilhazia is not contacted by· 
drinking from infected water', yet it is got 
by either swimming or trekking on damp area . 
adjoining the foreshore of an infected river · 
or 1agoon. · · · 

By the supply of urban water, it will be 
easy to erect a swimming pool at Epe 'where 
people or children will go when they feel to 

. swim and it will be- easy to build washing · 
platforms for women or laundry men to 
carry on their duty without any fear of 
contacting bilhazia. 

Hon. Members on both sides of the House · 
will be very, very sorry to learn that 100 per 
cent of school children·· suffer · from this 
plague now, and not less than 60 per cent of 
the women · in Epe are barren as a result of 
this disease. 

Mr Chairman, perhaps by this time next 
year, all being well, with the mode of preven
tion men~ioned above, , this plague in Epe 
might be completely controlled. 

Mr Kotoye: Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to · 
move that the question be now put. 

Alhaji Opal eye: I beg to second:, 
Question proposecf. 
Question put and agreed to. ' 
Question . that the sum of £1,808,250 for 

Head 340-Ministry of Works and Transport 
-stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 701.- BUILDINGS 

Question proposed tkat the sum of £4,101,220 . 
for Head 701-Builaings-stand part of the . 
Schedule. · 

Question put and agreed to. .~ 
. . 

HEAD 702.-ROADS AND BRIDGES · · · 
Question proposed that, the sum of £5,464,41-0 

for Head 702- Roads and Bridges-stand part 
ofthe Schedule. - · 

I . 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg · 
to' move an amendment to Sub-head 24 
to read £100,000 for Sabomi-Igbotu Embank
ment. 

Tarring of roads-Okitipupa-Igbokocla
£35,000. 

. ,, 

' ' 

Dredging of Mahin-E~na ~reek-£25,000. , 
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There is no increase in the provision; 

only splitting up. 

Sub-head 44 • . 
Add the following: Bituminous surfacihg 

· of: · · 
Ifon-Sabongidda; 
Moniya-'Ijaiye; 
Benin-Ekpoma; 

· Benin-Igoriaki; 
· Agoro-Ososa-Ala; 

· ' · Ughelli-Ewu-Oduohire-Patani-Pahiama 
and other roads and the reconstruction of

. Ibeshe-Komi-Oba; 
Ifo-Igbogtm-Ipake-Iwoye; 
Ki~a-Akonko and other roads-£400,000. 

Page 233-Appendix "D"-.Roads and 
Bridges. · 

(ii) Substitute the provision of£284,500 
·on Ago-Iwoye-Ijesha Road with the 
following:-
. (a) Ago-Iwoye-Ijesha ' Road- £234,500; 
· (b) Odoye-Ishara Road-£50,000. 

Chief · Sogbein: I beg to second. 
Amendment put and agreed to. 
Question that the amended sum of £5,864,410 

for · Head 702-Roads and Bridges-stand 
part of the Schedule put and agreed to. 

HEAD' 703-URBAN WATER SUPPLIES 
Question proposed, that the sum of £1,701,570 

· for Head 703-Urban Water Supplies-stand 
part' of the Schedule. · · 

Que~tio1J put and·agreed to. . 
HEAD 704--RuRAL WATER SuPPLIF.S 

Question proposed, that the sum of £964,170 
for · Head 704-Rural Water Supplies-stand 

· part of the Schedule. 
Question put and agreed to. · 
HEAD' 708-ELECTRICITY DEVELOPMENT 
Question proposed, that the sum of £412,100 

for Head 708- Electricity Development- stand 
"part of th_e Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 

· HEAD 736-MINISTRY OF · WoRKS AND 
I ' " .• ' . • TRANSPORT 

. . . . ~OTHER NON-RECURRENT EXPENDITURE) 
' Question proposed that the sum of £112,260 

for Head 736- Ministry of Works and Trans-
por{~stand part of the Schedule. · · 

Question put and agreed to. 
ToTALS-FIRST AND SEcoND ScHEDULEs 
Question· proposed, that · the Total for 

•the First ·and SecondSche4ules, i.e.,£19,132,510 

and £19,344,570 respectively,· stand part of the , 
Schedules. _ · . .. ' . :_ i 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg,to move that . the 
totals for the First -and Second Sch _dules --. 
be. amended to read £19,153,990, and 
£20,994,570 respectively. . 

Chief Osuntokun: I beg, to see<;md. · 

Amendment proposed. 
,/11nendment put and agreed to. - : . 

·: Question · that the' . · amend~d · totals . of 
£19,153, ,90 and £20,994,570 ·for the First 
and Second Schedules stand part of the 
Schedules, put and agreed to. 

Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clau~e 2.~ 

, Q~~stion proposed; . 

Chief Odebiyi: . I be~ to ~ove that . the 
sign and figures £19,132,510 occurring at the ·· 
marginal notes should read £·19,153,990 . . ·_ . 

Chief Osuntokun: I beg to second. 
Amendment proposed. 
Amendm~nt put and agreed tO.l 

J •. ~. 

(" ·p • 

Chief Odebiyi: I -·beg . to propose' a 
further ·amendment that· the words · "nineteen 
million, one hundred anq thirty-two thousand, 
five hundred and ten" be deleted frAn the 
Clause and the following words substituted:- . 
"nineteen m~llion, one hundred an~ fifty-thre~ 
thousand, mne hundred and , ninety.'~ . -· . 1' 

. . : -~~·~ .... ' ~ l • ,)'I ~ 

Chief Osuntokun: I beg to· second . 
Amendment proposed. ' , 

. .' , 
Amendment put and agreed to. 
Clause 2 as amerzded agreed to. 
Clause 3: 
Question ,proposed. 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to move 'an 
amendment that the sign and figures 
"£19,344,570" occurring in the marginal 
notes should be deleted and "£20,994,570" 
substituted therefqr. 

Chief Osuntokun: . I beg to second . 

Amendmen~ proposed~ . 
Amendment put and agre~d to: _. 

Chief , Odebiyi: I beg to move that . 
Clause 3 be further amended as follows: 
That the words "nineteen", "three" and 
"forty" occurring in the first line be deleted . 

. and t~e words "twe.nt}r"-, "nine'' ,.and ... "nine~\' $" 
substlt!Jted respectively. · "· ·~ . • ;f ; . , 
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Chief Osuntokun: I beg to second. MILLION, NINE HUNDRED AND 
Amendment proposed. NINETY -FOUR" . 

Amendment put and agreed to. Chief Osuntokun: I beg to second. 
Clause 3 as amended agreed to. 

Preamble. 
Question proposed. 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to move an 
amendment to the Preamble: That the 
words " ... .. . AND THIRTY.:.TWO THOU
SAND, FIVE HUNDRED AND TEN 
POUNDS FOR RECURRENT EXPEND
ITURE AND NINETEEN MILLION, 
THREE HUNDRED AND FORTY
FOUR" appearing in lines 2, 3 and 4 of the 
Preamble be deleted and the following 
substituted therefor:-

"AND FIFTY-THREE THOUSAND, 
NINE HUNDRED AND NINETY 
POUNDS FOR RECURRENT EX
PENDITURE AND TWENTY 

Amendment proposed. 
Amendment put and agreed to. 
Preamble as amended agreed to. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 
Bill reported with amendments, read the 

Third time and passed. 
(Loud applause from both sides of the House). 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made and question proposed- That 

the House do now adjourn till 10 o'clock this 
morning- ( Chief Osuntokun): . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Adjourned accordingly at 5.00 a.m. on 
Thursday, 13th April, 1961, until 10.00 a.m. 
the same day. 
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Mr Speaher reported that the following members had been appointed on Committees of the · 
Tenth 1Session: 

1. Mr Speaker ... 
2. The Minister of Finance and Leader of the House 
3. The Minister of Health and Social Welfare 
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5. The Minister of L~mds and Housing 
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5. Mr A. Aclclodun 
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1. Chief Adedapo Adckeye 
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3. Mr J. U. E. Agbaza 
4. Mr A. Ajibola ' 
5. Mr D. A: Popoola ... . ........ 
6. Mr S. Sobande 
.7. M r Y. L. Adckunlc . .. 
8. Mr S. A. Akcrele 
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS first few years. Where it is also provej that 
HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE the raw materials on which the industry is 

Accidents 

10/53. Mr N. A. Adibi asked the Minister 
of Health and Social 'Welfare to state-

(a) the number of accidents in the last 
six months of 1960 in the Western Region; 

(b) the number of pers~ns fatally 
vvounded; and 

(c) the number of persons permanently 
maimed. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare 
(Mr J. A. Ogunmuyiwa): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to remind the hon. Member that 
the question which he has raised does not 
fall within my portfolio (laughter). 

TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
Capital for Industrial Development 

10/71. Mr Adibi asked the Minister 
of Trade and Industry what efforts had been 
made by Government to attract foreign (or 
even local) capital for the industrial develop
ment of the Region. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Chief A. 0. Adeyi): As it is well known, 
the attraction of overseas capital and technical 
experts forms a cardinal element of this 
Government's policy on industrialisation. 
Foremost of the essential requirements in 
the attraction of foreign capital into an under
developed country is the maintenance of the 
correct type of political atmosphere which 
would enable investments to flourish. In 
this, all the Governments of the Federation 
have considerable responsibility to shoulder. 
There must be peaceful Government, capable 
of maintaining law and order impartially, 
and there must be a stable and democratic 
Government. Hon. lVlembers will agree 
with me that t 1is Government is second to 
none in creating the right type of atmosphere. 
(Hear, hear) . (Opposition Benches: You are 
not deceiviug us you m·e deceiving yourselves). 
(Laughter). 

In order to encourage overseas investment 
in industries still further, the Federal 
Government offers a number of essential 
inducements to investors. The pioneer 
"certificate" grants relief fron1 Company Tax 
for a period of years ranging from two to five. 
There is also the possibility o tarrifl protec
tion for finished. pro<.lucts where a convincing 
case can be established to show that an 
essential industry would find utmost difficulty 
in being viable unless it was protected in its 

based are not available in the right quantity, 
relief from import duty on the raw material 
can also be granted. This Government, in 
particular, my Ministry, co-operates very 
fully in the administration of .these fiscal 
concessions designed to attract overseas 
investn1ent. 

In addition to the above concessions jointly 
operated by the Federal and Regional 
Governments, this Government has also 
established industrial estates which have 
proved of significant importance in attracting 
foreign investments. In these estates, provi
sions are made for water, electricity, tele
communications, access roads and where 
necessary, railway sidings and residential 
plots. Apart from the Ikeja and Mushin 
Estates, Government has under considcratiot1 . 
the establishment of additional estates in 
various parts of the Region as .soon as the 
funds to do so are available. · 

It is fully 'ealised that apart from the 
provision of these industrial amenities and 
the :Gscal concessions referred to, it is essential 
to maintain continuous contacts with various 
industrial countries where investments can be 
expected. These contacts are maintained 
through the promotion of Trade or Industrial 
1\llissions or Economic Missions like the one · 
now being organised on a Nigeria-wide level. 
The office of the Agent-General of the 
Western Region in London is also keenly 
concerned with seeking contacts with Invest
ment and Financial Houses in the United 
Kingdom. The Industrial Promotions 
Commission, which was established in late 
1959, has also proved very useful in attracting 
foreign capital for investments in the Region. 
The Chairman of the Commission has 
undertaken tours of several countries in 
West Africa, Europe and the United States 
for this purpose. 

Turning to the efforts made to attract local 
capital, it should be realised that the supply 
of local capital for industrial investment is 
not yet plentiful. As the living standards 
rise and our community develops the habit 
of savings, more successes \Yill attend our 
efforts in this direction. For the present, 
investment clubs are being encouraged in 
our various towns and vilbges which will 
spearhead the savings elrorts of their 
commullltles. In this respect, I can only 
appeal to the members of the public through 
the honourable House to form this club and 
to get in touch with my Ministry for such 
technical assistance as may be required. 
(Hear, hear). 
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
Pipe-borne Water 

10/75. Mr Adibi asked the Minister 
of Health and Social Welfare to indicate 
(a) the number and (b) the names of towns 
which have so far been supplied with pipe
borne water in the Region and at what cost 
to Government. 

Mr J. A. Ogunmuyiwa: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to remind the hon. Member that 
this subject does not fall within my portfolio. 

Juvenile Delinquency 

10/76. Mr Adibi asked the Minister 
of Health and Social Welfare the total 
number of children at present in the 
Region's Remand Homes; also to state what 
efforts were being made by the Government 
to minimise juvenile delinquency in this 
Region. 

Mr Ogunmuyiwa: In view of the fact 
that the question 'seems to assume that a 
Remand Home is an Approved School, it is 
necessary for me to clarify some points. 
A Remand Home is a place provided by the 
Government for the safe custody of children 
and young persons who, having been charged 
with crimes and offences, are awaiting trial 
before a Juvenile Court. A Remand Home 
is not an Approved School. 

A Remand Home is also a place in which 
children and young persons are temporaril)1 
lodged for study and observation. Without 
a Remand Home, usually a place of refuge, 
the character and behaviour of children 
brought before a Juvenile Court cannot be 
understood 'and observed sufficiently for 
diagnosis to be made as to their conditions, 
needs and care. During detention in a 
Remand Home much can be learned about 
children and young persons that may be of 
value to the court in deciding how they 
should be treated. The educational activi
ties of a Remand Home necessarily fluctuates 
as it · is only a temporary residence for 
children in trouble. 

The primary function of the Welfare 
Division is the control of Juvenile delinquency 
in Western Nigeria through the use of 
Juvenile Courts, Remand Homes, the Proba
tion System and Approved Schools. Every 
year, the juvenile delinquency statistics show 
a striking rise in the number of children and 
young persons charged with criminal offences. 
As 1\linister responsible for Social \Velfare, I 
must say that l take a ve ry serious view of this 
disturbing situation. 

The changing conditions of modern life 
have been affecting our family structure. To 
a great extent the family in this Region has 
been losing its emotional values and it has 
in many instances ceased to function as the 
natural School of Religion and Morals for 
young people. As a result of this situation, 
and the resultant instability of family life, 
young people generally are without restraint 
due to lack of parental control and protection. 

Prior to 19 55, Juvenile offenders were 
brought before Native Courts or Magistrates' 
Courts, but now, Juvenile Courts have been 
established in Ibadan, Abeokuta, Ijebu-Ode, 
Sapele, Warri, Benin City and Ikeja; unlike 
the ordinary court, the Juvenile Court is 
purely a family court where effort is made 
to understand the problems of ~hildren. 
The court takes the place of parents who are 
unable to understand their children. Before 
the application of the Children and Young 
Persons Ordinance to Western Nigeria, no 
statistics were available about the number of 
juvenile cases dealt with. But since 1956, 
it has been evident that there is a sharp rise 
every year in the number of children and 
young persons charged with crimes and 
offences. In 1956-Si, the number was 294. 
In the following year, 1957-58, it was 488. 
In 1958-59, 639 cases were handled. In 
1959-60, 1,295 cases came before the Juvenile 
Court- more than double the previous 
year's figure. 

The cases of juvenile delinquency are 
multiple in character. For one thing, dis
harmony between husbands and wives is a 
principal cause. It is for this reason that my 
Ministry has always endeavoured to preserve 
the sanctity of family life and to ensure that 
maladjusted husbands and wives resolve their 
differences and live happily together for the 
well-being and progress of their children. 
Another method of approach will be for us to 
teach self-reliance and self-help to our 
children and young ones, encourage the 
creation of a Regional esprit de corps, and 
widen the basis of family and tribal loyalties, 
by creating the awareness of common 
citizenship in the young. 

Mr Adibi: I wish to ask a supplementary 
question:__to ask the Minister how soon will 
the Government provide Benin City with a 
Remand Home? He mentioned this point 
in the answer. It is necessary to know how 
soon the Remand Home will be established. 

Mr Ogunmuyiwa: Give us notice of 
that question. 

Mr Speaker: The l\1inistcr reqUires a 
notice of your question. 
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Mr 0. Olaitan: On point of correction, 
Sir, there is a Standing Order which says that 
oral questions shall not be taken after 10.30 
a.m. But why is it being taken today? 
(Government Benches: Sit down; you are a 
late comer. You were not here before to 
/mow what happened. Sit down). 

MrSpeaker: The hon. Member just wants 
to know whether a decision has been made. 

Mr Olaitan: Yes, I feel it should be with 
the general consent of the House that the 
questions should continue to be taken. We 
here are opposed to it but we are surprised 
to see that it is continued. 

Mr Speaker: It is my duty to decide 
and I have decided in favour of it. (Hear, 
hear). 

WORKS AND TRANSPORT 

Electricity for Egbedore and Aiyedade 

10/83. Mr Y. L. Ogunyele asked the 
Minister ?f Works and Transport when, in 
view of the increasing development pro
grammes now being undertaken in Nigeria, 
the Regional Government would instal 
electricity at Egbedore and Aiyedade. 

The Minister of Works and Transport 
(Chief S. 0. Sogbein): My Government 
has all these things in hand and we are 
following the development programmes which 
include facilities of all types for every part of 
the Region. 

Mr J. 0. Owonikoko: I wish to ask a 
supplementary question: to ask the Minister 
what conditions are required for the installa-
tion of electricity in towns. · 

Chief Sogbein: I refer you to the E.C.N. 
for an answer to your question (Laughter). 

HEALTT~ AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
Rural Health Centre for Egbedore 

10/R7. Mr Y. L. O~unyclc askcd th(' 
lVlinister of Health and ~ocial Welfare 
whether the Regional Government proposed 
to build one Rural Health Centre at Egbedore 
District in view of the tremendous amount 
of work being undertaken by the Maternity 
centres in the area. 

Mr Ogunmuyiwa: The Government 
will give thought to establishing a Rural 
Health Centre in Egbedore District in the 
next Five-Year Development Programme. At 
present, Local Government dispensary · faci
lities are available at Gbogan, Ode-Omu, 
Tonkere, Wajaiye and at Akiriboto. In 
addition, a new dispensary, built under the 

special Health Development Programme, is 
due to open shortly at Aucyinda. Local 
Government maternity facilities are available 
at Gbongan and Oue-Omu. These Local 
Government dispensaries and maternity cen
tres are all sponsoreu by Government, and the 
usual grants are paid. 

WORKS AND TRANSPORT 
Electricity for Oka, Irekari and 
Ekamarun District Council area 

10/97. Mr I. A. Olukoju asked the 
Minister of Works and Transport whether 
or when Government would provide elec
tricity for Oka, Irckari and Ekamarun 
District Council areas as is now being clone 
for towns of similar size in the Region. 

Chief Sogbein: My Government is doing 
its best in this regard and consideration is 
given to towns in the five-year development 
programme. 

TREASURY 

Measures to increase Revenue 

10/122. Mr R. 0. Areola asked the 
Minister of Finance what steps were being 
taken by Government to increase r~venue 
and prevent trade depression in view of the 
recent cut in cocoa prices, and of the reduc
tion in taxes. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi): I have already referred to this 
question in my last Budget Spee;ch but at the 
risk of repeating myself, it should be said 
that in our present stage of development 
and in consequence of the Revenue Allocation 
arrangements which form part of our Cons
titution, there is very little any one Region 
can do to increase its revenue. About 
eighty pet cent of the revenue of the Federa
tion as a whole comes from indirect taxes 
(i.e., export duties, import and excise duties) 
which are levied and collected by the Federal 
Government. Export duties and some items 
in the Import and Excise List are returned 
one hundred per cent to Hegional Goven}
mcnts on the basis of derivation. ln 
addition, shares of import duties on general 
imports are received by the Regional Govern
ments. The problems fa'cing us at present is 
that of trying to reduce the proportion of 
this country's revenue which comes from 
sources not entirely within the country's 
control. Part of the answer to this lies 
in industrialisation; I am sure that no one 
will deny the fact that this Region is already 
making great strides in this direction. 
More and more industries are being estab
lished in this Region, and it is hoped that the 
incomes which will be generated from 
employments offered by these industries will 
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bro:1dcn the bmw availahk to GoYC'rnment: 
for incozne lax purpl>scs. I 11 Cllnclusilln, 
I should like to say that my Ministry, i.e., the 
Treasury, ·will do all its best to ensure that 
all sources of revenue available to this 
Government at any time arc fully tapped. 
(Hear, hear). 

TRADE AND INDUSTRY 

Unemployment · 

10/137. Mr E. 0. Oke asked the Minister 
of Trade and Industry whether the Govern
ment would consider the advisability of 
establishing more factories in the Region m 
order to help solve the growing problem of 
unemployment. 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
of Trade and Industry (Chief G. Ekuejunor
Etchie): Government is alive to the necessity 
of providing full employment in the Region. 
To this end it has speeded up the industria
lisation programme of the Region, partly as 
an answer to the ·growing unemployment 
problem and partly in the Government's 
endeavour to diversify the Region's economy. 
The Governm.ent is therefore seriously 
dedicated to the industrialisation of the 
Region. 

A number of industrial ventures have been 
established in the Region either wholly by 
the \Vestcrn Ni.~..;eria Deve lopment Corpora
tion or in partnership with overseas investors. 
These ventures have increased employment 
opportunities available in the Region and a 
few of them arc as follows: 

(i) The Nigeria vVater Resources Deve
lopment Limited with a labour force of 
over 3,ooo; 

(ii) The Nigersol Construction Com.pany 
Lin1ited with a labour force of 2, 900; 

(iii) The West African Portland Cement 
Company Limited which employs about 
300 workers; 

(iv) The Asbestos Cement Products 
Limited which employs about 230 workers; 

(v) ']'he l'cpsi-Cllb IIlli t ling l'la11l with 
a labour force of about 220; 

(vi) The Tower Aluminium Company 
with a labour force of about 90; and 

(vii) The Vono (West Africa) Limited 
which employs about thirty workers. 
In the Speech from the Throne delivered 

by His Excellency the Governor on 22nd 
March, 1961, reference was made to Govern
ment's plan to increase en1ployment oppor
tunities throughout the Region and expand 
Employment Exchange Services so that the 
employment opportunities available in these 
factories will be brought closer to the notice 
of those seeking employment. 

An Industrial Promotion Commission has 
been established with a view to attracting 
overseas capital and technical skill needed 
in encouraging the growth of more factories, 
while substantial financial provisions are 
included in the current Draft Estimates to 
enable quasi-Governmental agencies to parti
cipate with overseas capital in establishing 
suitable industries. 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
Hospital and Maternity Centres 

10/218. Mr A. Ajibola asked the Minister 
of Health and Social Welfare to state how 
many Government hospitals are in each 
division of the Region and what arrangements 
arc being made by Government to ~provide 
the small towns and villages with Maternity 
centres and dispensaries. 

Mr Ogunmuyiwa: There are in each 
division of the Region at least one General 
Hospital, either Mission or Government 
owned, and in some divisions there are more 
than one. In the one or two divisions where 
only Mission Hospitals are available these 
are heavily subsidised by Government. 
Attached herewith is a list showing the 
hospitals in each division of the Region. 



Province 

ABEOKUTA 

BENIN ... 

COLONY ... 

DELTA 

lBADAN 

lJEBU .. . .. . 

0::--~no .. . .. . 

Qyo ... ... 

ABEOKUT.-\ . . . 
BENIN . . . ... 

DELTA . . . 
l13ADA1"\ .. . 

lJEi3U .. . . .. 
0 Yo . . . ... _, 

ONDO . . . ... 

Di-vision 

Egba . .. 

Egbado 
Asaba 

Benin 
I shan 
Afenmai 
Badagry 
Epe 
Ikeja 
Aboh 
\iVarri 
Urhobo 

Ibadan . .. 

Oshun 

Ijebu-Ode 
Ijebu-Remo 
Ekiti 
Ondo ... 

Okitipupa 
Oyo 
He 

Egba ... 
Benin .. . 
Asaba. 

I shan .. . 
Urhobo 
Ibadan ... 
Oshun 
Ijebu 
Ife 
Ilesha 
Oyo 
Owo 
Ekiti 

... 

Name of Institution 

General Hospital, Abeokuta 
Aro Hospital, Abeokuta 
Lantoro ?vlental Institution, Abeokuta 
GPneral Hospital, Ilaro . .. 
GLneral Hospital, Agbor 
Leper Settlement, Osiomo 
General Hospital, Benin-City ... 

General Hospital, Auchi 
General Hospital, Badagry 
General Hospital, Epe .. . 
General Hospital, Ikeja 
General Hospital, Kwale 
General Hospital, \Varri 
General Hospital, Forcados 
General Hospital, Sapele 
Jericho );' ursing Home, Ibadan 
Adeoyo Hospital, Ibadan 
Government Chest Clinic, Ibadan 
Genera! Hospital, I wo 
General Hospital, Oshogbo 
General Hospital, Ogbomosho 
General Hospital, Ijebu-Ode 
General Hospital, Shagamu 
General Hospital, Iddo-Ekiti 
General Hospital, Ondo 
General Hospital, Akure · 
General Hospital, Okitipupa 
General Hospital, Oyo ... 

Name of Agency 

Government 
Government 
Government 
Government· 
Government 
Government 
Government 

Government 
Government 
Government 
Government 
Government 
Government 
Government 
Government 
Government 
Government 
GoYermnent 
Government 
Government 
Government 
Government 
Government 
Go,·ernment 
Government 
Government 
Governn1ent 
GoYernment 

LIST OF MISSION HosPIT,\LS IN THE \VESTERN REGION 

Sacred Heart Hospital, Abeokuta 
St Philomena's Hospital, Benin-City ... 
St Joseph's Maternaty Hospital, Asaba 
St l\1ary's Catholic Hospital, Ogwashi-Uku . . . 
St Camillus Hospital, .Uromi . . . 
Baptist Hospital, Elm 
Catholic :.\1Iission Hospital Oke-Offa, Ibadan 
Baptist :'\Iission Hospital, Ogbomosho 
Roman Catholic Maternity Hospital Ijebu-Igbo 
Se\·enth-Day Adventist Hospital, Ile- Ife 
\Vesley Guild Hospital, Ilesha .. . 
Baptist Hospital, Shaki 
St Mary's Catholic Hospital, Owo 
Maria Assumpta Maternity Hospital, Ado-Ekiti 
Ile-Aiye Maternity Hospital, Ado-Ekiti 

Roman Catholic Mission 
Roman Catholic Mission 
Roman Catholic Mission 
Roman Catholic Mission 
Roman Catholic Mission 
Baptist Mission 
Roman Catholic Mission 
Baptist Mission 
Roman Catholic Mission 
Seventh-Day Adventist Mission 
Methodist Mission 
Baptist Mission 
Roman Catholic Mission 
Roman Catholic Mission 
C .M.S. Mission 

Government Hospitals 
under Construction 

General Hospital, Asaba 

General Hospital, Uromi 

General Hospital, Ibiadc 

General Hospital, lgbeti 
General Hospital, Ife 
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Mr T. E. Igugu: I wish to ask a Supplc
meritary Question-to ask the Minister what 
arrangements his Government is making to 
raise the Health Centre at Ughelli to the status 
of a General Hospital. 

Mr Ogunmuyiwa: The hon. Member 
should give me a notice of that question. 

JUSTICE 
Government briefs for Chief Williams 

10/230. Mr Oviasu asked the Attorney
General and Minister of Justice why Chief 
F. R. A. Williams, Q.C., a private legal practi
tioner is generaly briefed by the vVestern 
Regional Government in her cases while the 
Government paid officers of the Ministry of 
Justice are left out. 

Attorney-General and Minister of 
Justice: (Chief S. 0. Ighodaro): Chief 
F. R A. Williams, Q.c., M.A., has held anum
ber of briefs for the Government of this 
Region, but it is not correct to say that he 
"is generally briefed by the Western Regional 
Government in her cases while the Govern
ment paid officers of the Ministry of Justice 
are left out." 

The number of High Court and Federal 
Supreme Court civil cases handled by my 
Ministry at any time during the past eighteen 
months has rarely fallen below 40, including 
cases in Benin and Warri High Courts 
which have to be handled from Ibadan. This 
number does not include cases in the Magis
trates' Courts. Further, the volume of 
civil cases in which the Government has to be 
represented has been steadily increasing. 
The legal duties of my Ministry include, in 
addition to n·pt-escnting the Covcrnmcnt in 
civil cases, giving legal advice to all Ministries 
and Departments, drafting and examination 
of all legislation, including subsidiary legisla
tion, law revision, law reporting, and setting 
and correcting papers for law examinations 
for administrative officers. Besides, the 
Ministry discharges administrative duties in 
relation to all matters falling within my 
portfolio, including customary courts, of 
which there are over 600 in the Region. 

Whilst Counsel in my Ministry can deal 
with a large number of the cases in which 
the Government has to be represented, they 
are not so numerous as to be able to appear in 
every civil case in every part of the Region, 
besides having to deal with all the other work 
of the Ministry. 

It has always been the practice to brief 
private legal practitioners for certain Govern
ment cases and Chief Williams is only one of 
a number of Counsel briefed by my Ministry 
from time to time. This practice is certainly 

not peculiar to this Government, and it 
obtains not only in Nigeria but also in Britain 
and other Commonwealth countries. It is 
open to any Government, as it is to any large 
organisation or company or to any person 
who can afford it, to brief the best legal talent 
available to represent it in litigation. This 
Government is fortunate in having at its 
disposal the services of a brilliant Nigerian 
Queen's Counsel, in the person of Chief 
F. R. A. Williams, Q.C., right here in this 
country. 

An officer of my Ministry invariably 
appears with him as his junior in these cases 
and thereby gains invaluable experience in 
advocacy. 

In the circumstances, therefore, it cannot 
be correct to say that Chief vVilliams is 
generally briefed by the Western Regional 
Government in her cases while the Govern
ment paid officers of the Ministry are left out. 

I have answered this question at some 
length so that the true position may be 
generally known. 

Mr Oviasu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I think 
the second portion of this Question is not 
even in the Order Paper. You know what I 
want: the amount he has been paid. 

Chief Ighodaro: During the financial 
year 1959-60 the fees paid to Chief 
Williams for Government briefs held by him 
amounted to £2,467 lOs. During the finan
cial year 1960-61 the fees paid to him amoun
ted to £1,050. It must be mentioned, 
however, that in these cases substantial costs 
amounting to neady [.1 ,000 have so fnr been 
avvarded to the Government. 

It is considered that the fees paid to Chief 
Williams for these briefs are very moderate 
indeed, especially when compared with the 
fees charged by English Queen's Counsel 
brought out time and again by our friends 
on the Opposite of this House and their fellow 
travellers. It is common knowledge that 
an English Queen's Counsel was recently 
paid well over £2,000 by them for one case 
alone. 

WORKS AND TRANSPORT 

Midwest Secretatiat 

10/231. Mr Oviasu asked the Minister of 
Works and Transport why the construction 
of the Midwest Secretariat at Benin (for 
which over £140,000 was provided in the 
1959-60 Estimates) has not advanced beyond 
the stage of the foundation stone laying since 
a year ago . 
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The Minister of Works and Transport 
(Chief S. 0. Sogbein): · The delay in 
starting work on the proposed Midwest 
Secretariat has been due to the fact that it 
was decided to provide more oflice accommo
dation than was formerly planned. Conse
quently the original drawings had to be 
cancelled. Working drawings have now 
been completed and it is hoped to start on the 
work sometime this year. 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE 

Blood Banks in Western Region 
Hospitals 

10/237 Mr Oviasu asked the Mini.ster 
of Health and Social Welfare if he was aware 
of the deplorable situation of the absence 
of Blood Banks in any of the Western Region 
Hospitals and to know what measures 
Government proposes to take to remedy 
the situation. 

Mr Ogunmuyiwa: Although there are 
no blood banks in any of our hospitals at 
present it is not true that this has resulted 
in a deplorable situation, as other substitutes 
are available for use in the absence of stored 
blood. A blood bank is a very useful thing 
to have but it could also be a very dangerous 
one if not properly organised. At present, 
owing to lack of trained professional staff, we 
are unable to provide this highly technical 
and difficult service, but we shall do so as 
soon as we are able to recruit the required 
staff. 

JUSTICE 
Customary Court Judges in Urhobo 

Division 

10/242. Mr T. E. Igugu asked the 
Minister of Justice and Attorney-General why 
the Government has increased the number of 
Customary Court Judges in Urhobo from 
three to nine. 

Chief Ighodaro: The increase in the 
membership of . the customary courts in 
Urhobo Division was due to representations 
made by the competent councils to the effect 
that members should be drawn from the 
various clans in the area of jurisdiction of 
each customary court. 

Customary Court for Okurekpo in 
Urhobo Division 

10/243. Mr Igugu asked the Minister 
of Justice and Attorney-General to state why 
another Customary Court was established 
at Okurekpo when the Usikoro Customary 
Court was intended to serve the people of 
Agbon Clan in Urhobo Division. 

Chief Ighodaro: On 1st April, 1959, the 
Western Urhobo District Council as the 
Competent Council, passed a resolution 
praying the hon. Minister of Justice to 
establish two customary courts to replace 
the Agbon Grade C Custom.ary Court. The 
reason for this was that the area covered by 
the Agbon Clan was too large to be adequately 
served by one customary court. Between 
1st July and 31st December, 1959, a period 
of six months, the Agbon Grade C Customary 
Court disposed of 274 civil and criminal cases. 
This figure is very close to 300 which is the 
specified figure of cases which a customary 
court may be expected to deal with during a 
period of twelve months. It was quite 
apparent that the Agbon Grade C Customary 
Court was congested and that such a state of 
affairs was undesirable. 

In view, therefore, of the volume of 
cases coming before it, the Agbon Grade C 
Customary Court was replaced by the 
Isiokolo Grade C Customary, Court and the 
Okurekpo Grade C Customary Court. 'The 
former serves Kokori, Orokpo and Elm towns, 
while the latter serves Okpara, Ovu and 
Igun towns, all in Agbon Clan. 

Mr Igugu: I wish to ask the Minister why 
the Presidentship of Grade C Courts is 
taken in rotation? 

Chief Ighodaro: I should require notice 
of that question. 

Alhaji Opal eye: I wish to ask the 
lVlinister of Justice and Attorney-General 
whether he is aware that the ctliciency of the 
Customary Courts in the Region is known 
all over the world. 

Chief Ighodaro: Yes. During the last 
twelve months . several scholars have come 
from various parts of the world to study the 
Customary Court system in the vVestern 
Region. If any hon. Member is in doubt he 
can call in my Ministry at any time and I \vill 
give all possible instances of what I have said. 

Mr S. 0. Oyewole: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to ask the Minister of Justice and 
Attorney-General what are the duties of 
assessors in customary courts? 

Mr Speaker: That is not a Supplemen
tary Question. You have to give notice. · 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 

University of Ife 

The Minister of Education (Dr S. D. 
Onabamiro): Mr Speaker, Sir, a short 
while ago, a Parliamentary Advisory Commit
tee was set up on the University of lfe under 
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(DR 0NABAMIRO] 
the ·Chairmanship of the Deputy Speaker. 
The terms of reference of this Parliamentary 
Advisory Committee are as follows: 

"To advise the Minister of Education 
on general policy relating to the University 
of Ife and subsequent issues as the Minister 
of Education may refer to the Committee 
from time to time!" (Hear, hear). 

BUSINESS MOTIONS 

Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

The Minister of Finance and Leader of 
the House (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that Standing 
Order 4 (2) be suspended this day to allow 
the House to continue s·itting after 1.00 p .m. 
if necessary. 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
of Local Government (Chief S. A. 
Tinubu): I beg to second. 

Question p1"0posed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

Adjournment Sine Die 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that at its rising this day the 
House shall adjourn sine die. 

Chief Ighodaro: I beg to second. 

Question jJrOjJosed. 

Question put and agreed to. 

The Leader of Opposition (Mr R. A. 
Fani-Kayode): Mr Speaker, Sir, on point 
of Order. Order 77. I understand that my 
hon. Friend, Mr Oviasu, raised this point 
yesterday but unfortunately the Speaker said 
that he had not received any letter of resigna
tion in respect of the Member for Ifejlla. 
On investigation in the Registry of this 
Legislature, we understand that such a letter 
has in fact arrived, and on further investiga
tion from the Clerk of the House we under
stand that the letter has reached the Cleric I 
am so surprised that such an important letter 
has not been passed from the Clerk to the 
Speaker. I wonder if that omission -has not 
been remedied. If that were so, under 
Standing Order 77, Mr Akerele should be 
asked to vacate his seat in this House. 

Mr Speaker: . I have not received such a 
letter. Mr Akerele still remains a lVIember 
of this House if he desires, and as such he is 
nota Stranger under Order 77. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: JVIr Speaker, Sir, I 
am asking that the Clerk of the House, who 

has informed me that he has received such a 
letter, should now, Sir, I repeat, now, Sir, 
pass that letter to the Speaker because the 
Standing Orders of this House are meant to 
be obeyed and we are here, Sir, in a democratic 
institution, and we have to follow certain 
precedents, and since the Clerk has informed 
me on investigation and inquiry that such a 
letter has been received, not yesterday, not the 
day before yesterday, but about three days 
ago, now Sir, it is incumbent on the Clerk, 
and I am asking him to produce this letter 
and pass it to the Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: It is not the procedure in 
the Office of the Clerk or the Office of the 
~peaker that letters and correspondence be 
passed inside this Chamber as suggested by 
the hon. Leader of Opposition. (Shouts of 
Shame, shamefrom Government Benches). 

PRESENTATION AND FIRST READING 
OF A PUBLIC BILL 

The following Bill was read the First time; 
it was ordered· to be read a Second time 
later in the day -"The High Court (Amend
ment Bill, 1961". (Chief lghodaro). 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 

SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

· Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker Sir, I rise 
to move that "A Bill for a Law to amend the 
Income Tax Law" be read a Second time. 

I have it in command from His Excellency 
the Governor in accordance with section 
26 (2) of the Constitution of Western Nigeria 
to convey his recommendation for the 
consideration of this Dill. 

The main purpose of the Bill is t\vo-fold: 
first it seeks legislative sanction for the 
introduction of the PAY AS You EAHN system 
for the payment of tax on emoluments from 
all employments, offices and pensions in 
the Region with effect from 1st April this 
year. Secondly, the Bill is also designed to 
bring non-Africans resident in the Region 
within the income tax jurisdiction of this 
Government with effect from 1st April this 
year. By way of explanation, I should now 
wish to deal with these two points one after 
the other and I can say that in view of the 
fact that the Pay as You Earn System has 
not been introduced prior to now, we will 
be able to introduce it by the 1st of July. 

First, the PAY AS You EAHN system. 
The essence of this system is that an indivi
dual in receipt of income from employment 
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or onice or under any pension scheme in the 
Rl'gion will now be required to pay tax on 
his current earnings in the form of deductions 
to be made by his employer. These deduc
tions will be made to spread over the whole 
year. The proposed scheme therefore differs 
from the existing method of tax collection in 
that the proposed scheme aims at spreading 
the burden of an individual's liability to tax 
by making it possible for the amount of tax 
due to be paid instalmentally on a monthly 
basis over the whole year. The new scheme 
is therefore a progressive one. There is 
another aspect in which this scheme differs 
from the present one and that is that the 
management of the new scheme will be 
undertaken by the Regional Tax Board. 
The Area Assessment Committees and 
Rating Authorities will now be responsible 
only for the assessment and collection of tax 
from incomes other than those from employ
ments, offices and pensions in the Region. 
Owing to administrative arrangements which 
will be required it will not be possible to make 
the first deductions under the PAY AS You 
EAHN Scheme this April; it is expected that 
they will be made in July. 

I should now like to say a few words about 
taxation of non-Africans to which I referred 
earlier. In accordance with the Constitution 
it is now proposed to bring non-Africans 
resident in the Region within the income tax 
jurisdiction of this Government with effect 
from the 1st of April this year. Hitherto the 
assessment and collection of income tax from 
non-Africans have been undertaken on behalf 
of this Government by the Federal Govern
ment; although the proceeds therefrom have 
been allocated in full to this Government. 
It is not expected, however, that the proposed 
change-over will result immediately in any 
increase in revenue from this source but it is 
hoped that as more and more non-Africans 
become liable to tax, the revenue yield from 
this source is bound to rise. 

There are other features of this Bill to 
which I would now refer. Provision is 
made in the Bill for increase in certain 
allowances that may be claimed by qualified 
tax-payers under the Law. These mcreases 
may be summarised as follows : 

(i) Marriage allowance will now go up 
from £100 to £200. This deduction will 
be given to a husband maintaining a wife 
but will not apply, as at present, as if the 
wife claimed for is separately assessed. 
The deduction is consequently applicable 
only where-

(a) the wife claimed for has no 
mcomc; or 

(b) the wife claimed fur has income 
but there is an application for joint 
assessment (which gives a financial 
benefit only where the wife's assessable 
income is relatively small). 

(ii) The maximum allowance which 
may now be claimed by a tax-payer for 
the maintenance and education of a 
maximum of four children outside Nigeria 
will now be increased from £420 to £840 

(iii) The maximum allowance which may 
now be claimed for life assurance will 
now be increased from one fifth of the · 
income or £100 whichever is the less, to 
one fifth of the income or £250 whichever 
is the less in the case of a single person 
or a husband and wife separately; in the 
the case of a husband and wife jointly 
assessed the maximum allowance which 
may now · be claimed is one fifth of the 
income of the couple or £;500, whichever 
is the less. 

The Bill also makes provision for the 
introduction for the first time of certain 
new allowances that may be claimed by 
qualified tax-payers as follows: 

(i) tuition (excluding boarding) expenses 
for the education of children in Nigeria 
up to a maximum of £160 for each child 
subject to a maximum of four children; and 

(ii) expenses up to a maximum of £50 
for the maintenance of a dependent . 
parent incapacitated by old age or infirmity. 

Lastly, the Bill seeks to .give legislative 
effect to certain tax matters in regard to 
which agreement has been reached with the 
other Governments in the Federation to 
secure uniformity of treatment throughoi..It 
the Federation . To cite one example, it is 
now proposed to make residence in the 
Region and the fact that income accrues in, is 
derived from, brought into or received in 
the Region the basis of liability to pay 
tax. 

Mr Speaker, I beg to move. 

Chief Ighodaro: I beg to second. 
Question proposed. 

Mr V. I. Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to support this Bill which has been 
ably moved by the hon . the Minister of 
Finance. At the inception of my speech, 
Sir, I will say that Her Majesty's Opposition 
is not opposed to this very Bill because we 
have been warned, when His Excellency was 
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speaking from the Throne, that legislation 
of this nature would be presented to this 
honourable House for passing. 

lVIr Speaker, Sir, this is the Speech of I-I is 
Exsellency in page 1, paragraph 5: 

"During- this Session, mv Con·rnment 
intends to~ introduce legislat-ion which will 
proYide, in accordance \\·ith the Indepen
dence Constitution, for the collection of 
Income Tax from non-A.fricans resident 
in the Region. As soon as the necessary 

· preliminary arrangements have been com·., 
pleted, the "Pay As You Earn" system of 
Income Tax will be introduced in this 
Region in respect of persons who arc in 
regular crr:.;-1loymcnt". 

nec:ntsc of this injunction from :l tnan of no 
mc:tn p~·rsDnnlity. thart !lis l·:xL·cllcrKy, ~ir 
Adesoji, the first African Governor of the 
V,Testern Region, I say emphatically that we 
are supporting this very Bill. (Hear, hear). 

But there is a warning, Sir. We heard of 
various atrocities committed at Akure when 
the application of the original Law was in 
operation there. • The reason for these 
atrocities is that the people were not made 
to study the assessment table, with the result 
that some of the tax-payers there were told 
to pay even up to £500. 

In respect of non-Africans, whatever we 
t_end to do is due to the good naturedness 
of the British people by teaching us the way 
to tackle parliamentary Government. This 
very Bill is hundred per cent applicable to 
non-Africans in the Western Region. There
fore> Mr Speaker, it is necessary that before 

·the implementation of this Dill the non· 
Africans should be given the opportunity 
to study the Assessment Table, so that every
one of them must be sure that the Regional 
Tax Board is not cheating them, because we 
have had many cheatings from all these 
unnecessary Tax Boards. 

. Secondly, Sir, the table of allowances 
should be published and circulated to all 
Africans and non-Africans in the Western 
Region. It is only by doing so that the 
purity of this Rill can ever be enjoyed by 
non-Africans in this Region. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as I have said before, it is 
a non-controversial Bill. 

I beg to support. 

Mr A. T. Rerri: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
support this very important Bill. As hon. 
Am:1dasun has said, this Onposition side 
has no objection fundamcnt:tlly to the Bill, 
because the Bill seeks relief for tax-payers and 
seeks to protect those who arc to be protected. 

My only advice to the hon. Minister is that 
we have had many, many such Bills put up 
genuinely on the floor of this House but 
have turned out to be a menagerie to certain 
towns and were made instruments of banish
ing those who do not hold the political view 
of the Government party. For instances I 
am referring to Customary Courts. On the 
face of this I do not know whether it will be 
better for Customary Courts in native areas, 
because these instruments have been used to 
make life not worth li\·ing by those who are 
their agents. It is no use the Minister saying 
·what he has said now on the floor of this 
House, and quite a different thing happens. 
We are not specimens of our brothers and 
sisters at home. We arc like lecturers and 
professors. They have their programmes. 
The point I am raising is that though the 
Hill is :t \'t'r~' g·tl\)d Bill, r do llnt' \Y:tnt Gnn·rn
ment to usc their agents in the constituencies 
to give us bad colouring and so make an 
apparently harmless Bill to be abhored. 

Mr Speaker, I beg to support the Bill. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
cannot say how grateful I am to Members of 
the Opposition who h.ave spoken in support 
of this Bill. As it is very well known, it is 
the Regional Tax Board that is going to 
administer the "Pay As You Earn" system 
and I would say this, that if there are genuine 
cases of hardship on the part of any tax
payer, he is at liberty to appeal against the 
tax he has to pay. That is one of the reasons 
why Government decided to reduce the 
amount of tax payable by an appellant when 
he launches his appeal, so that he will not 
suffer any hardship. 

I can assu e the hon . lVIembers on the other 
side, Sir . ,.:· f.!provided that there is a genuine 
spirit ~\,:~r-.~-;;\~tion and desire to ma.ke the 
new In . · .1-..,-Jl!Y· dX Law work well, 1f any 
complaints tre made to me I shall refer 
them to the Regional Tax Board for con
sideration . 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read the Second time and 

committed to a Committee of the whole House. 
T3i11 immcdiatr·l_l' ronsiderrd in the Committee. 

(In the Committee). 
Clauses 1 to 36 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 
Bill reported without amendments read the 

Third time and passed. 

HIGH COURT (AMENDMENT) 
BILL-SECOND READING 

Order for Sfco11d Reading read. 
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Chief Ighodaro: l\!Ir' Speaker Sir, 
since th<.: Independcnc<.: Constitution came 
into force it has been necessary to make 
certain amendments to the High Court Law; 
This Bill is design<.:cl to make a number of 
such atnendments. 

Firstly, it is proposed, in compliance 
'vith section 48 of the Constitution of the 
Region, to prescribe a number of Judges 
who should be appointed to the High Court 
of the Region. The number to be prescribed 
for the time being is twelve. It is proposed 
further, in compliance with section 50 of the 
Constitution, to prescribe the retiring age of 
the Judges of the High Court of the Region. 
Under the provisions of the Constitution in 
force before Independence, the retiring age 
of jup yes was fixed at 62 years. This Bill 
s · x the same age limit. 

ere used to be a right of appeal 
agan · mterlocutory decisions in civil 
proceedings in the High Court but a Federal 
adaptation order abolished or purported to 
abolish this right of appeal. This Bill seeks to 
insert a new provision in the High Cmtrt· 1 ,aw 
to provide for 11 right of uppcnl i11 such ttwttt.'l"S 
to be <.:xercis<.:d <.:ither by the kave of the 
l-Iigh Court or of the Federal Supreme Court. 
Provision is also made to enable the High 
Court to gnmt bail to an accused person 
pending an appeal by him to the Federal 
Supreme Court and to order a stay of execu
tion pending an appeal in civil proceedings. 

The absence of a right of appeal against 
the acquittal or discharge of an accused person 
by a Judge of the High Court prevents the 
prosecutor from 'testing the legal correctness 
of the acquittal or discharge, and it is proposed 
that a right of appeal should be given to 
the Director of Public Prosecutions or any 
prosecutor aggrieved by the decision to 
enable an appeal to be made to the Federal 
Supreme Court on the ground that the 
acquittal or discharge is erroneous in law. 
There already <.:xists statutory provision 
whereby a prosecutor may appeal against 
an acquittal by a IVIagistratc in similar 
circumstances. 

Opportunity has been taken to make a 
number of minor amendments consequential 
on constitutional changes. · For example, 
the existing Long Title of the Law is no 
longer appropriate since the High Court 
is now established by the Constitution and 
not under the High Court Law. Provision 
is also made for the alteration of th<.: inscrip
tion on the seal of the Court from "The 
High Court of the Western Region" to 
"The High Court of Western Nigeria". 
This provisiOn will, however, not have 

X 

effect until the seal bearing the new inscription 
is ready fur use and the . Chief Justice will 
be authorised to fix a date from which the 
new seal bearing the new inscription will 
be used. · 

l 

As Members will observe, this Bill is 
designed to effect necessary amendments due 
to recent constitutional changes and is also 
designed to effect improvements in the 
administration of justice. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this is not a controversial 
Bill and I trust that it will receive the blessing 
of the Government and the Opposition. 

I beg to move. 

Alhaji Opal eye: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr Amadasun: l\!Ir Speaker, Sir, 
I thank you. Mr Speaker, Sir, this Bill that 
is presented by the Minister of Justice and 
Attorney-General is a very delicate Dill and 
consequently, Sir, it has to be debated 
stron1~ly hy the M(~rnhcrs on this side. 
It is t ntt·, Sir, tltilt Stlltle HlllL'lldnlctlts in this 
very Bill arc resultant on the constitutional 
changes to which Nigeria hqs bee;1 subjcct"ed. 
But, Sir, you could see that with the High 
Court Judges of Western Region. the policy of 
Nigerianisation has not got one hundred 
per cent blessing from the Region and from 
the Government. 

I remember vividly that in 1952 this verv 
Western Regional Government set up ~1 
Commission, and that Commission, lVIr 
Speaker, Sir, was called Phillipson /Adebo 
Commission. The object of that Commis
sion was to see that, as Jar as practicable, all 
the departments of Western Regional Govern
ment are Nigerianised and even, Sir, when I 
read their Report some years ago I took the · 
trouble to memorise the definition which 
these gentlemen attributed to Nigerianisation. 
They described Nigcrianisation as a reduction 
and ultimately the ending of expatriate 
predominance in th<.: higher level of the 
Western Region Civil Service. And today, 
Sir, I stand corrected whether the highest 
level of these High Court Judges has been 
Nigerianised. As we have in the Federation, 
Sir, the highest Judge is a Nigerian but in the 
Western Region it is not. If this had been 
done they will say that they are second to 
none in the whole world and in the whole of 
the Federation. r 

Now, f' "' , as far back as 1957, to support 
the argument I have ventilated in this House 
about the default in this Nigerianisatiori, 
there was an agreement called "The Special 
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List Agreement" signed by Mr Alan 
Lennox-Boyd and Chief Obafemi Awolowo 
in respect of employment and service 
conditions of overseas civil servants; in 
other words, in that list, there were certain 
posts reserved for Nigerians, for instance, the 
posts of Secretary to the Executive 
Council-thank . God the nwn there is a 
Nigerian-Senior l\!Iagistrate, lVI agistrate, 
Chief Magistrate . That is as far back as 
1957 and in this present era of 1961 you have 
still a non-Nigerian at the top of this branch 
of the l\1inistry. "' 

This Bill is a highly controversial one 
in some respects . I am going to read th<.: 
section, and I want the Attorney-General to 
explain lucidly and convincingly to this 
House that the Bill is not intended for NCNC 
top-notchers in this country. Novv, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, look at the Clause 19 (a)-

"\Vhere an accused person has been 
acquitted or discharged hy a Judge, the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, or any 
prosecutor aggrieved by the decision of the 
Judge to acquit or discharge the accused 
person, may appeal as of right to the 
Federal Supreme Court from the decision 
on the ground that it is erroneous in 
law". 

NO\v, ''hat is the business of the Director 
of Public Prosecutions? To appeal himself? 
For instance, 1 will make a very clear illustra
tion. If Mr Arnadasun is found guilty in the 
High Court and the Judge is very good, the 
Judge may discharge and acquit me, but some 
people will come to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions to say, "Amadasun has been 
discharged and acquitted; you better lodge 
appeal in this case to the Federal Supreme 
Court." 

I remember, Sir, that in November 1959, 
the leader of the Otu-Edo, Chief Omo-Osagie, 
Mr Omafi.don and Oronsa went to a village 
to campaign, but it happened that the ca.ndi
date of the. Action Group went to that very 
place; as they were campaigning, some of the 
ruffians of the NCNC caused some trouble. 
\iVhat happened? There was a directive from 
Ibadan that Chief Omo-Osagie should be 
charged to the l\1agistrate's Court. They 
were found guilty of assaulting the Action 
Group candidate and they were fined £50 
or six tnonths imprisonment. From my 
irivestigation, this vny case is intended to be 
taken to the Federal Supreme Court by the 
Director of Public Prosecutions; it is becau e 
this Bill has not been passed. An hon. 
member: II o-w do you !mow~ You have no 
say to it; it is the Attorney-General only 
who understands rne. 

No;,·, lVlr ~peaker, Sir, if you go througl
all these things you will see that the Vvestern 
Region is notorious for imprisoning th~ 
top-notchers of NCNC . Recently, Sir 
Chief Okotic-Eboh was sentenced .... .. (Inter
mptions, and shouts of "Point of order, poin j 
of order"). Let me leave that, you know i· 
much better than myself. 

Even in the Western Region, Sir, the Higl
Court is divided into two categories; one fo1 
the trying of election petitions and anothe1 
for the trying of civil cases. A Judge wa: 
sent from the Yoruha \iVcst to go and try ar 
election petition in Benin whereas a Judge i: 
at lknin ..... . (Interruptions). 

~ylr Speaker, Sir, I want to be protected. 

Now, l\1r Speaker, Sir, we are not going tc 
take all that the Attorney-General has saic 
about this Bill. It is a highlv controversia 
Bill and I challenge him to ;tat~ that the pre 
sent Bill is not meant for the in.prisonmen 

' of Chief Omo-Osagie and others. 

Mr Speaker: May I call the attention o 
the bon. Gentleman to Standing Order 27 (6) 
No Member shall impute improper motive 
to any other Member. So that the Ministe 
who has presented this Bill, I should sav 
presented it in good faith. · 

Gover.nrnent Benches: \Vithclraw ..... 
withdraw. 

Mr Atnadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, th 
i\linistn of Justice and Attorney-General.. 
( IYithJrmv, 7l'ithdraw) ...... \Vhat is wrong wi tl 
you? 

I agree, Sir, that he has presented it it 
good faith. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, these are my comments. 

Mr J. A. Ajuwon: M 
I want to refer this House 
graph of clause 19 (c)-

"and any time during which the appelan 
is so admitted to· bail shall not count a 
part of the term of imprisonment to whicl 
he was sentenced". 

This paragraph, Sir, deserves the seriou 
reconsideration by the Government. (Lou( 
laughter from Government Benches) .. ..... . 

Government back-benchers: Arc yol 
on bail? 

Mr Speaker: There is nothin .~ to shr)\' 
that he is on bail. (Laughter). 

Mr Ajuwon: If a man is sentenced t( 
three years imprisonment and granted . bai 
after a period of three months, ... in Ibadar 
here we used to see people granted bail afte 
three months; do you mean that after the mat 
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has been granted bail he should start the 
case from the beginning in the court? About 
three months ago, Sir, I had a similar case ..... . 
(Prolonged laughter) (Listen, listen) ...... I am 
not a tyrant. The man put up application to 
ajudge and I am surprised, Sir, that this judge 
refused the application of the accused man. I 
am saying this is the reason why this Govern
ment inserted paragraph 19A: 

"Where an accused person has been 
acquitted or discharged by a judge, the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, or any 
prosecutor aggrieved by the decision of the 
judge to acquit or discharge the accused 
person, may appeal as of right to the 
Federal Supreme Court from the decision 
on the ground that it is erroneous in law". 

· · ·! .:. ~. he Director of Public Prosecutions is part 
'.: ;!' · '•"1'and parcel of this Government. (Shouts of 
"' No, no, no," from Government Benches 

and of "Yes, yes, yes" from Opposition). 
They are all Members of the Action Group. 
They will do the wishes of the people who 
appoint them. 

Mr Speaker: The Director of Public 
Prosecutions is not under the Government 
at all. It is an independent institution. 

Mr Ajuwon: It is not in practice. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, .I say again that the Government 
should seriously consider section 19 (c) so 
that both sides who are agg1ievecl can put an 
appeal and not the Director · of Public Pro
secutions. , Therefore, I beg to support the 
last speaker. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support this Bill. 

Mr N. A. B. Kotoye: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to support this . Bill. Althoug': t~e 
hon. Member for Benm Central has: ;mel 
that this Bill is controversial, I am sur\ that 
those who are well informed oti. the subject 
will agree that it is clearly non-controversial. 

My contribution to this debate is really 
to express the appreciation of the people 
of this Region to the Government of 
Western Region of Nigeria for all it is doing 
to enhance the st:1111s, dignity and indl'pl'n
<.lence of the Judiciary in \'Vestern Nigeria. 
It is not uncommon these days to find people, 
particularly Members of the Opposition, 
trying to justify all excessive acts of over
zealousness on the grounds of Funda
mental Human Rights. Very often, I won
dered how many people in this Region, and 
indeed in this country, realise the extent to 
which the Fundamental Human Rights 
which are entrenched in the Constitution are 
safeguarded by the institution of High Court 

x2 

Judges posted in the various parts of the 
Region. Judges, and I mean High Court 
Judges, in this case, are the great preservers 
of the rights and liberties of the life of the 
people. J n a community like ours in tli.e 
Western Region, it is the High Court Judges 
posted at the various points of the Region 
who deserve much congratulation for the 
observance and enforcement of Fundamental 
Human Rights. It is perhaps not generally 
realised that the Western Region has the 
highest n.umber of High Court Judges of any 
Region in the whole of the Federation. For · 
a population of about six million, there are 
now going to be twelve High Court Judges. 
The vast area of the Northern Region of Nige
ria with a population of over seventeen million 
has only six High Court Judges. East with a 
population of nearly eight million · has only 
eight High Court Judges. The point I want 
to make here is that, here in Western Nigeria, 
we have guaranteed people's freedom to the 
extent that no one has got to travel more 
than fifty miles in order to meet a High 
Court Judge to protect, and if necessary, 
enforce his fundamental human rights. 

The importance of this point will be ap
preciated when it is realised that in other parts 
of this Federation ordinary citizens have got 
to travel more than 350 miles from their Homes 
in order to meet a High Court Judge, to 
protect their Fundamental Human Rights. 
l-Ion. Members on the other side might, 
J.\erhaps, not realise that the distance from 
Sokoto to Kano is 350 miles. In that vast area 
of Sokoto, with over one and a half million 
people residing there, there is no single 
High Court Judge to protect or safeguard 
Fundamental Human Rights. It is for this 
reason that we in this Region are proud of the 
fact that freedom is not only guaranted here 
but its continued existence is ensured by 
H :,.Sh Court Judges, distributed in the various 
parts of this Region. We are also happy to 
note that this Government has done far 
more than any other Government of the 
Federation to ensure that Fundamental 
Human Rights in the Constitution are not 
violated in any shape or form. 

vVe are aware that the Leader of the 
Opposition in this Region can 'move freely. 
Only the other day, when' one of his leading 
supporters crossed to this side of the House 
he was able to leave here and go straight to 
Ife-Ila to win supporters. In other places 
such an adventure would have earned him, 
eighty strokes on his bare buttocks without 
any redress. We are aware also that the 
Leader of the Opposition and Members of the 
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other side of the House can libel and slander 
Members of this Government and indeed 
others. (Loud cheers from Members of th~ 
Opposition as Mr Fani-Kayode wallwd into the' 
Chambers of the House). We are aware that 
as Leader of the Opposition, his house has 
not been broken down in broad daylight . 
Do you know that in some parts of the 
Federation w;here lipservice is being paid to 
fundamental human rights, such is not the 
case? 

It will be appropriate for me to pay tribute 
to the excellent performance which the High 
Court Judges in this Region are rendering to 
the large number of case law. 

It is
1 

not perhaps realised that it is only in 
this Region that the slightest decision or order 
of the Government can be freely tak~n to 
court and Queen's Counsel could be briefed 
overseas, even though there may be Queen's 
Counsel amongst the Opposition. Our High 
Court Judges are men of great ability and 
integrity. It is a matter of great pride to us, 
and indeed to His Excellency the Governor, 
who i~ responsible for their appointment, that 
the two African Judges in the Federal 
Supreme Court arc Judges who were original
ly appointed J udgcs in this Region. It is 
only from thij; Region that promotion from 
High Court Judges have been made to the 
Federal Supreme Court. 

There is another aspect about which I 
should like . to comment. Clause 19 (a) 
which provides for the right of appeal in 
cases in which an accused person has been 
discharged and acquitted by a High Court 
Judge. Many times in this House Members 
of · the other side have expressed their great 
confidence in the Federal Supreme Court. 
Clause 19 (a) provides a right of appeal to the 
Federal Supreme Court. If you have confi
dence in the Federal Supreme Court there is 
no reason why you should be afraid that the 
Director of Public Prosecutions an indepen-
dent person himself, should be able to ........ . 
Interruptions: that is not, in practice) . . ...... . 

It has been suggested that the Judiciary of 
this Region is not Nigerianised. I believe we 
are the only Region in the Federation that 
took bold and courag~ous step to Nigerianise 
all the 'top posts in the Region. 

There is only one comforting aspect of this 
matter. And that is that the integrity of our 
~igh. Court Judges has been found unequalled 
m th1s Country. I am in sympathy with the 
hon. the Leade~ of th'e Opposition who should 
have shown a very responsible appreciation 
of the quality of 1 Tigh C ourt Judges in this 
H.egiun. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support this Bill. 

M r K. 0. Owonikoko: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to make my comments as regards the 
Bill. It is always very easy to bring Bills to this 
House for the purpose of passing them. But 
the general application of all these Laws lies 
on the .... .. (hzterrujJtions). It is very easy to 
bring a Bill to the House for approval. 
But the application lies on the executors. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, how can we believe that 
the rule of law exists in Western Nigeria? 
When a Member of the NCNC has a case in 
the court, he is sentenced to a term of 
imprisonment with the fear of the Action · 
Group. Many people, especially members 
of the Action Group, claim that the courts 
belong to their party and they threaten the 
masses. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think the Ministry of 
Justice will be doing justice to all Members 

· ~f every division in the Western Region to see 
·.\at they all receive fair play in any court of 
law. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with these my few 
remarks, I think that now that the Govern
ment is now in the hands of Nigerians, we 
should not expect that we should be in 
perpetual fear. After all, Judges are doing 
their work as assigned to them. But members 
of the Action Group, especially in my area, are 
used to this sort of thing-victimisation. 

(Government Benches: Where is your area 
Is there any High Court in your area?) 

Yes, there is. Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
Members of the Action Group should try 
to desist from putting other members of the' 
Opposition to fear that the courts belong to 
them. 

With these remarks, Sir, I beg to oppose. 

Mr J. 0. Abiosun: It is only in the 
Western Region that members of the Govern
ment party take the law into their own hands. 
Of recent we all know what happened in the 
vVestern Region. We know the man who 
is at the head of affairs and we know what 
happened. We know how members of the 
Action Group pervert the course of justice, 
how they pay nocturnal visits to Judges, 
And is it not true that of recent Chief Okotie
Eboh was fined? 

Mr Speaker: Order. May I remincl 
you that the case of Okotic-Eboh should not 
he brought to till' lloor of this I !oust~ l'xn·pt 
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by way of a substantive Motion. Aml 
secondly you are referring to the case of 
Okotie-Eboh and, to the best of my know-
ledge, it is not to be ..... . ... .... . . (Laughter) . 

Mr Abioshun: Mr Speaker, Sir, we all 
know what is happening in Ibadan and in 
other places. If a member of the NCNC 
has a case in the court, in any of the courts, 
and you know how to go about it, you 
will go to the Judge and go to the fellow . . ... . 

Mr Speaker: You are ruled out of order, 
please. I shall call the next speaker. 

Mr 0. Olaitan: Mr Speaker, Sir, I like 
to request that Members on this side of the 
House ·will be supporting this Bill. As a 
lawyer, I know that none of the sections is 
controversial. If the Magistrate's Court is in 
co-operation, I sec nothing bad at all in the 
application of the law. Now, the Chief Whip 
of Government, in replying, mentioned that 
vVestern Nigeria has tried in a way to improve 
efficiency in administering justice in \iVestern 
Nigeria. That is true. In this Region-this 
Y oru ba West is a very big area and any 
reference to a Region which is not so progres
sive as our Region here should not be made 
a standard. We are by nature and by birth . 

I believe, Sir that in my Division, Ilesha 
Division, litig ' , · are still suffering due to 
long distaaces tht-f have to travel. I like to 
make mention of one Division- Oshun 
Division. And as explained, in Osbun 
Division, there are no High Courts. So 
somebody in Ogbomosho has got to travel 
from that place to the Hig~ Court here in 
Ibadan. So I will be appealing to the 
Attorney-General to consider the possibility 
of not suffering the Osbun Division and Ife 
Division, so that litigants wou ld not have to 
travel to Ibadan to hear their cases here. 

I would strongly recommend that the place 
to have a High Court should be Ilesha. I 
have been saying too about customary 
courts, about the appeals from them. And 
I would like the Minister to make a statement 
that when appeals are lodged from any 
customary court to a High Court the High 
Court should take the appeal as quickly as 
possible. We lodge our appeals to the High 
Court here, and sometimes the appeals -arc 
not heard until after nine months. There 
was a case of an appeal to the High Court. A 
copy of the appeal was not received by us, 
and that man had to suffer the term of impri
sonment without the appeal being heard at all. 

When an appeal is lodged in the High 
Court every action should be taken to see that 
the appeal is served. 

Chief Ighodaro: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I would like to bring this compliment to the 
last speaker for the very constructive sugges
tion he has made and the statement made by 
the hon. the Members of the Opposition. I 
can assure him that I am taking note of the 
points relating to appeals from a court to 
the High Court. That is necessary. 

Now, I go to the main point. Somebody, 
I think, has made mention of the Nigerii1i1isa
tion policy. Because \Ve have a Chief 
Justice who is not a Nigerian, therefore 
it is not Nigerianisation policy. I think it is a 
non sequitur. The present holder of that 
post is a man of legal learning, a man of great 
training, and, by every standard, he stands 
high in the Federation and in the Common
wealth. And you might say, too, that because 
we have a Solicitor-General who comes from 
the West Indies-that does make the Nigeria
nisation policy a farce in the Ministry of 
Justice. 

If you can say that because in the Judiciary 
and in the 1\!Iinistry of Justice you have a 
Ghanaian as Chief Justice and a Solicitor
General who is a West Indian, you could 
also go to the point that in the Ministry of 
Justice you have a Midwesterner as Minister 
of J usticc and Attorney-General: theref~re, 
the Ministry is not Nigerianised. In fact, 
if the hon. Member wants to give credit to 
this Government, he would admit the great 
value, liberality of outlook, of the judicial 
system of this Region. It is . after all . an 
evidence of the breadth of outlook of this 
Government that has brought this excellent 
material from various parts of the world. 
After all we arc all Africans. I am just 
trying to put this idea right, because I do not 
like any unpleasant insinuations at all. If 
yoll arc going to hold a hril'f for n private 
friend sotnewherc, well, you can cmne out 
·with it. But it is certainly wrong to come and 
speak about Nigerianisation here. That is 
not all. The Administrator-General is a 
Nigerian, the Parliamentary Draftsman and the 
Legal Draftsman are Nigerians, as well as are 
the Director of Public Prosecutions and 
several Magistrates, Crown Counsel and 
Judges. What more do you want? That 
is Nigerianisation at its best. 

Even apart from that, if you went to 
examine the Judicial Service Commission, 
that is, those who appoint these men, they are 
Nigerians, so that you really cannot say 
anything by way of criticism of the 



703 H£gh Court (Amendment) 13TH APRIL, 1961 Bill- Second Reading 704 

[CHIEF IGHODARO] 

Nigerianisation policy of this Government or 
with any particular reference to the Ministry 
of Justice. · Nigerianisation policy, as it is, 
in the Ministry of Justice is in order. It is 
working perfectly well. 

Somebody has referred again to the 
appointment of Judges to sit over election 
petitions. It is not unusual, lVIr Speaker, Sir, 
for the Chief justice of any place to appoint a 
Judge or two to take election cases. Hon. 
Members know that they hold a special posi
tion of priority in the Courts because you 
know the anxiety and agony that an bon. Mem
ber could suffer when his case is in court and 
is not treated in time and that is why, in order 
to expedite court business, the Chief Justice 
is properly entitled to ask a Judge who is free 
to go round and undertake any election 
petition. There is nothing strange in that 
and I thought I had better make that clear 
because, last year, an hon. Member of the 
Opposition did make that criticism. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, an hon. Member, I think 
Mr Amadasun, spoke about one particular 
section of the Bill. It is only one point that 
is giving some difficulty to some people
appealing against acquittal or discharge. 
Especially the Director of Public Prosecutions 
ought to have the right. Not only the 
Director of Public• Prosecutions but also 
anybody who· is calLd the prosecutor. 
You can appeal too and, actuaJiy, it is some
thiu,~· \\'hich snkg1 1111'ds nil JHTSIIII S . I t is 
useful to the Action (]roup, and the NCNC. 
After all it makes it possible to secure adequate 
justice for all: rich and poor, high and low, 
educated and illiterate . I do not think there 
is anything wrong in that. 

The hon. l\1ember from Benin was really 
making an unpleasant insinuation. After all, 
Members from this side of the House are not 
all that wicked. Psychologists talk of projec
tion. I think the bon. Member was suffering 
from a case of psychological projection. 
What he would have done if he were in our 
position is to punish his adversaries. We 
have not got that intention at all. In fact, 
this law has not got any retrospective effect. 
I think bon. Members ought to examine 
certain clauses analytically. I do not think 
it is fair for somebody just to get up and say, 
well, this has been definitely levelled by the 
Regional Government against the Members 
ofthe Opposition. Rather, all these things are 
applicable generally, for the Action Group 
have representatives· in the North, East, and 
so on; so that it is applicable to all citizens . 
There is therefore no point to fear. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think this country 
really should be very proud of the excellent 
men we have as Judges, and in the Western 
Region we have very great cause to be 
proud of the men who are occupying the 
Benches. I personally feel that in this 
country the future salvation, as well as 
stability, perhaps rests more upon the 
judiciary than perhaps on any other single 
factor. This is my honest view. 

We have been speaking of the Director of 
Public Prosecutions. Only this morning was 
something mentioned in the daily newspapers 
about it . The Director of Public Prosecutions 
is a man of great learning. Somebody who 
has done not less than ten years, of equivalent 
status as a J udgc . He has gigantic powers; 
he can initiate prosecution, discontinue it at 
any stage before judgment, and he can just 
step in and say it is discontinued. According 
to the Constitution, that right is exercisable 
by himself al2,ne and not under the direction 
or control of anyone, not even the lVIinister of 
Justice and Attorney-General. That is the 
position, as entrenched in the Constitution, 
in the North, East and West. I happened to 
be present at a Conference in Lagos recently 
when we were discus~· 'lg the role of the 
Director of Public Prof; ~',tions which took 
two days to decide while ' was to be done 
because most of our political parties v.rere 
very suspicious of one another and thought 
it was necessary that the prosecutor should 
have nothing to do with the politicians. 

ln tlw \Vcst-e t·n Rc1~ ion, t·h<' O<'pnrtnwnt of 
l'uhlic l'rusccutions is IH>L 1\·lillisLcrial. I 
have brought this to clarify the present 
position. 

What if the present Bill that is now in 
the Federal Legislature were brought here? 
Then there will be a hue and cry by the 
Opposition that the Government is going to 
send every NCNC man into the prison. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I am only telling you that 
all the points brought up are actually not . 
controversial. 

I would not like to take up more of your 
time, but I would like to assure hon. Members 
that the rule of law in this Region is absolutely 
secure; justice administered to all, rich and 
poor; in fact every man is equal before the 
law of this Region, and the independence cf 
the judiciary is assured and is as sound as . 
ever, while there is nothing to fear about 
justice in this Region. The Opposition has 
nothing to fear; what we have brought is a 
perfectly harmless Bill, Mr Speaker, Sir . 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read a Second time and 

committed to a Couimittee of the zchole House. 
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Bill immediately considered in Committee. 
(In the committee.) 
Clauses 1-12 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 

Bill reported without amendments 1'ead the 
Third time and passed. 

(Cheers and applause from Govern111ent 
Benches). 

ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE 
Motion made and questipn proposed "That 

· the House do now adjourn sine die-(Chief 
Odebiyi). 

The Creation of the Midwest Region 

Mr A. Atohengbe: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
having listened to various expressed and 
implied statements, and having observed 
the movements of certain persons and 
groups of persons here and outside Nigeria 
in connection with the l\1otion unanimously 
passed a week ago by the Federal Parliament 
about the creation of the Midwest Region, 
and considering my position as a representa
tive of 21,000 electorates in a section of 
that proposed Midwest Region, I take this 
opportunity to offer an appeal to all such 
persons or groups of persons directly or 
indirectly affected by the resolution to 
co-operate peacefully and constitutionally 
thereupon. 

Both the NCNC and the NPC Coalition 
Government of the Federation, as well as 
the Action Group ~oposition, should be 
congratulated for th\; contribution to the 
passing of the Motion-, 

History has it on record, true or false, 
that before the advent of the ·white man in 
this country there was the Benin Kingdom 
owned by the Edo people whose area of 
governmental authority extended to the 
River Niger on the East, to the Dahomey 
frontiers on the West, to the Sudan on the 
North and to the Atlantic Ocean on the 
South. Later came the Y oruba Kingdom 
which sprang up within the area of the 
Benin Kingdom. In effect, it could be 
implied that the Y oruba Kingdom was 
either overshadowed earlier on by the 
influence of the powerful Benin Kingdom 
or its people may have migrated from 
another area later on. Therefore, if either 
by chance or luck or by whatever forces 
responsible for the Yoruba Kindgom over
shadowing the Binis for some time, it is 
sufficient reason that we must not, now that 
we are able to stand on our own, refuse for 
selfish political reasons to sell our rights for 
a mess of pottage. Let us come together for, 

East, Wer.t, North and South, home is the 
best. 

As I have said earlier on,. this is an appeal 
to all concerned to co-operate and pull 
their resources together towards the creation 
of the Midwest Region. This is highly 
above politics. 

This I very much emphasise, especially 
to the Midwest legislators of this honourable 
House, because our brothers in the Federal 
Parliament have taken the lead for us to 
follow, devoid of political differences. 

I noticed that some of us have been 
tempted to ask why it must be that the 
Western Region, irrespective of its size, 
being the smallest compared with other 
Regions of Nigeria, should be split into bits. 

This question seems belated and · highly 
above our influence for the following 
reasons:-

(i) The several Constitutional Confer
ences held in London and Nigeria respec
tively have concluded adoptive procedure 
on this issue. 

(ii) It'' is not on record , that leaders 
from this part of the Region opposed the 
idea of creating new Regions from the 
existing ones or extending Lagos boundary 
at the Conference Table. 

(iii) Could it be accepted as a fact that 
our leaders have no geographical knGwl
edge to know that Lagos was bounded 
on the South by the Atlantic Ocean which 
could never be reclaimed in order to 
extend her boundary? 

(iv) Was it to their knowledge, contemp
lated at any time that the Dahorneans 
would on any day pack away to dwell 
in the Atomic Area of the Sahara Desert 
to enable Lagos boundary to be extended? 

(v) Were they not a~vare that Lagoswas 
bounded on the other sides by the area 
of the Western Region over which the 
proposed boundary extension would affect? 

Countrymen, let us concern ourselves 
with that which concerns us. The passing 
of the Motion is likened to the presentation 
of Christ when the Holy Aged Simeon said-

"Lord, now, lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace according to thy word: For 
my eyes have seen thy salvation which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all people. 
A light to lighten the gentiles, and the 
Glory of thy people Israel". 

Let us seize this opportunity to struggle 
and make the creation of the Midwest Region 
a reality so that we may live equally in 

... 
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happiness as neighbours with other Regions 
of Nigeria and bring to our beloved people 
life more abundant for all. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am indeed grateful 
for the opportunity given me to n1ake 
this appeal t0 my co-legislators of this 
honourable House. 

The Minister of Lal>our (Mr K. Y. S. 
Momoh): Mr Speaker, Sir, I like to 
express the satisfaction of those of us who 
belong to the Action Group Party in my area. 
We believe that, in principle, the Midwest 
Region ought to be created; that not only 
should the Midwest Region be created, but 
that other Regions also ought to be created. 
I am not, however, saying that, because 
whatever may be the reason why the Federal 
Parliament did not pass the creation of the 
other States simultaneously, we are not 
supporting the creation of the Midwest 
Region. We will insist on the creation of a 
Midwest Region because we believe that the 
creation of a Mid·west Region will give an 
expression to our agitation all along for the 
creation of more States, but I like to make 
it clear, Sir, that it may be true that many 
centurie~ ago there was a kingdom known as 
the Benin Kingdom which ruled some parts 
of Nigeria. If that is the reason why the 
hon. Member on the other side and those 
who belong to · the same · school of thought 
think we should have a Midwest Region, we 
should begin to wonder whether we ought 
not to draw a line between frJedom and 
independence. We want to be independent 
but at the same time we want to ensure that 
nothing shall he subtracted from the freedom 
we have. If the freedom of the Midwest' ,vill 
mean that somebody will sit clown and lord 
it over all others, those of us on this side and 
the people we represent must think twice. 
In any case, Sir, I like to mention that since 
the Motion for the creation of a Midwest 
Region was passed by the Federal Parliament 
we have already heard that Governors have 
been nominatec;l. and that other officers have 
been selected. Well, as my hon. Colleague, 
the Minister for Midwest Affairs, rightly 
pointed out yesterday, there is not a single 
party in this House or outside which can 
ensure the creation of a Midwest State without 
the Action Group, and if before the State is 
created we are . told that all of us will be 
deported and that all of us will be made 
objects of ridicule, then there is one assurance 
which we must have and must have before 
we proceed ' 'vith the creation of the Midwest 
Region, and that assurance is this; we must 
know what the Constitution of the future 

Midwest Region will be. We are not going 
to sign a blank cheque. We must ensure 
that the Constitution, at least on the face of 
it, will ensure the continued freedom of 
our people. 

¥lith this short warning, I accept the offer 
of the IVIcmber on the other side-Member 
for Benin North-East-that we are ready to 
co-operate to the fullest, provided vve are not 
goi 11g to sign o11r death warrants. 

Mr Speaker: The information I have is 
that the Oba of Benin migrated from Ife. 
(Laughter). 

Extension of Lagos Boundary 

Mr C. A. Williams: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I am asked by the entire people of my Consti
tuency to express on the floor of this hon
om·able House our protest against the pro
posed extension of Lagos area to our Division. 
From time immemorial, Epe Division has 
nothing practically to do with Lagos and we 
share no territorial boundary with Lagos. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, Epe f ivision is Ijebu and it 
belongs to the Awujale, ~d we have no regard 
for any chief from L .. ~s or for any Oba 
of Lagos. We have never, however, at any 
time paid homage to any Lagos chief. We 
are directly under the Oba of Ijebu-Ode. 
We shall resist with all the forces at our 
command if any attempt is made to extend 
the territory of Lagos to Epe Division. · 

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. (Cheers 
from Government Benches). 

Warri Crown Lessees 

Mr D. E. Okumagba: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I am placing before this honourable House 
this morning the complaint of Warri former 
Crown Lessees. There has been a long 
standing dispute between the Warri Crown 
lessees and the I tsekiri land trustees for some 
time now. For the information of hon. 
Members, I am giving the background of their 
complaint. A · portion of Warri land was 
leased to the Crown by Warri chiefs many 
years ago. The Crown in turn sublet this 
portion of land to people who became Crown 
lessees. In 1958, this Government assigned 
their interest to the Itsekiri Communal Land 
Trustees with a provision that they should . 
negotiate fresh lessees with the former 
Crown lessees for a term of ninety-nine years 
on the same conditions as those of the former 
Crown lessees. If I may put it in a way that 
everybody here will understand-Government 
sublet this land to a number of people: 
Yoruba people had land there, Ibos got land 
there, Urhobos and Hausas and other people 

l 
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from every part of the country got land 
there. The Crown assigned their interest 
to ltsekiri Land Trustees in 1958 and before 
then the Government gave assurance that the 
conditions of the fresh leases to be negotiated 
between the Itsekiri Land Trustees and the 
former Crown lessees would be exactly on the 
same lines as the former one. The fact 
now is that the I tsekiri Land Trustees are not 
in anyway trying to fulfil this condition 
given by Government in 1958. The con
ditions now offered to the former Warri 
Crown lessees are intolerable. The first is 
the absence of the renewal clause in the 
proposed leases. 

In the former Crown lease there was a 
provision in the lease that at . the end or 
expiration of the term of the lease it would be 
renewed. The fear of the present lessees 
is this: Most of them have got their buildings 
on the land; they had built their houses. 
Suppose you built on a Crown land which you 
got from Government and that this land had 
been assigned to a different body with whom 
you were required to sign a different lease. 
Would you agree to sign in the new lease that 
after the term of ninety-nine years you had 
to surrender your land and the property on it 
to the lessor? This is the greatest complaint 
of the former Crown leases; this is their 
greatest fear. They agreed to build on the 
land because there was an assurance by 
Government~•l1at the lease would be subjected 
to renewa\\ after the exp~ration _of its 
term. But l · ey were now bemg requ1red to 
sign a fresh undertaking that at the expiration 
of the new term of ninety-nine years they 
should surrender both the land and the 
property on it to the lessors. This 'is one 
of the objectionable clauses now being 
proposed by the I tsekiri Land Trustees. 

Another clause in the lease proposed by 
the Trustees is that if at the end of the year 
you fail to pay your rent within twenty-one 
days, you are deemed to have defaulted and 
your land reverts back to the lessors. 

Government responsibility in this matter 
must be made clear. There was a sort of 
contract between the former Crown lessees and 
the Government. They agreed to build 
because they were given the condition that 
their lease would be subject to renewal. 
If it is true that this condition would not be 
in the fresh leases it would be Government's 
responsibility to redeem the pledge which it 
gave to the people in 1958 that their fears 
would be allayed in that they would insist that 

the \Varri Communal Land Trustees must 
include that the leases shoud be subject to 
renewal at the expiration of the term of ninety-
nine years. 

Mr Speaker, Warri former Crown lessees 
have taken up this matter with the Govern
ment. On the 6th of April, 1960, they 
addressed a letter to the Regional Govern
ment in which they listed their complaints and 
the clauses which they would not tolerate. 
When they waited for a reply and it was not 
forthcoming they sent several reminders, 
one was dated 24th September, 1960 and 
the other 9th November, 1960. The replies 
were not forthcoming until Government 
was obliged to send this reply to the peti
tioners in Warri. With your permission 
Mr Speaker, I will read the letter: · 

''I am directed by the Minister of Lands 
to acknowledge receipt of your petition 
dated 6th April and to inform you that a 
copy of this has been forwarded to the 
Secretary of the I tsekiri Communal Land 
Trustees, for the comments of the Trustees 
thereon. When these have been received 
and the Minister has studied them, he will 
be happy to grant your delegates an inter-

Niew for a discussion on the points which 
you have raised." 

Mr D. K. Olumofin: Point of Order Sir. 
Standing Order 6 (1) . The quorum of the 
House shall be twenty-five; there is no 
quorum, Sir. 

Mr Speaker: Order 6 (1) has been over
taken by the new Constitution which provides 
that if there shall be twenty with the Speaker, 
making twenty-one, a quorum is formed. 

Mr Okumagba: This was a letter elated 
7th May, 1960 sent to the petitioners by the 
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Lands 
and Housing. 

Alhaji Opaleye: Point of Orcle~ · Sir. 
'The number of people in the House is 
dwindling. Plus the Speaker, there is no 
quorum. 

Mr Speaker: As a matter of fact we are 
not voting now. Could the hon. Gentleman 
continue his speech. 

Mr Olmmagba: The petitioners are 
still now waiting for a reply. It appears the 
Government is trying to evade the issue. 

Recently the Government made, as a result 
of pressure being brought by the petitioners, 
an attempt to write another letter that the 
petitioners should come for an interview in 
Ibaclan. The interview was fixed for 15th 
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March but before the humble petltwncrs 
had made up their minds the Minister sent a 
telegram that they should not come. The 
telegram was dated 11th March and was sent 
to the petitioners in Warri through Dr Esiri, 
Secretary of the I tsekiri Communal Land 
Trustees, for the comments of the Trustees 
thereon. When these have been received, 
and the Minister has studied them, he will be 
happy to grant your delegates an interview 
for a discussion on the points which you have 
raised. 

... 

... 

Alhaji Opaleye: lVfr Speaker, Sir, a 
quorum is not formed. 

Notice taken that a quorum was not formed. 

Members summoned and counted, and as 
less than one-sixth of all the Members of the 
House were present at the expiration of fi7!e 
minutes-

Mr Speaher adjourned the House without 
question put, pursuant to Standing Order 6 (2). 

Adjourned accordingly sine die at 1.05 p.m. 
pursuant to the resolution of the House this day . 
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