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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 2ND AUGUST, 1961 
('J.'he House met at 10.25 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 
(Mr · Speaker in the Chair) 

·, BUSINESS MOTIONS 

.Adjournment sit1e die 
The Minister .of Finance and Leader 

of the Hous~ (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): · 
I beg . to move . that at its rising this 
day the ·House shall adj~mrn sine die. 

The Minister of .Local Government 
(Alhadji D. S. Adegbenro): I beg to.second. 

Question proposed.· . 
_Question put and .~agre~d to. 

Suspension of Stan~ing Order 41 (1) 
Chief Odebiyi: .. Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 

to move that Standing Order 41 (1) be 
.suspended this day~,to enable the Minister of 
Finance to present a 'Bil for a Law entitled 
"The Produce Sales Tax (Amendment) Law, 
1961 ". ' ' . ' 

: Alh~dji Adegb~~ro: · I beg to .second. 
. _Question proposed: . . .,1 

Question pu_t and agreed to. 
~ .· 

1 BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 
·Chief Odebiyi: This is going to be a 

very short meeting of .the House. There 
are only .two. Bills : "The Marketing Board 
(Amenqment): L'aw, 1961" and the "Produce 
Sales TaX: (Amendment) Law, 1961 ", and 
at .the end. of th'e debates on the two Bills 
the House will adjourn 'sine die; 

. PAPERS 
·' The following Papers were laid on tl'le 

Table of.the House-:- . 
·1. .. The ·"Western Region Housing Cor

poration Second Annual Report and 
Account~ for the'' Year ended 31st March, 
1960". . ' 

2 .. "Report of the Pilgrims 
· ,Board for the period 1st April, 

31st March, 1960~'. . 

' Welfare 
1959 to 

3. "Report of the Public Service Com
. mission, Western Nigeria 'for the ,period 

1st April, .1960 to 31st March, 1961". 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION., 
Mr 0. Fashola: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 

take this .oppQrtunity to inform this honour
able House that I am fed up with the deceit and 
misrepresentation of facts by the so-called 
Mabolaje-NCNC Grand Alliance- a party 

that has no concrete plan of its own, no 
programme, no future, and no self-determi- · 
nation. . · 

T oday the Mabolaje claims to be Mabolnjej 
N PC, tomorrow Mabolaje /NCNC; who knows 
if it will not become Mabolaje/Action Group 
next month? 

But as a man who has seen the good · 
works of the Government of . this Region
the Action Group .of Nig~ria-I _seize this 
opportunity to leave the sinking ship Of the 
Ibadan Mabolaje, whether in Alliance with 
the NPC or the NCNC, and pitch my camp 
with the progressive, efficient, lovers of the 
common men, and the only national party 
in Nigeria- the Action Group. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, please,· should there come 
any letter purported to have been written by 
me, resigning my seat, discountenance it, . 
for I am not resigning my seat from this hon
ourable House- l only leave the ·Opposition 
Bench to join the Government Bench of the 
Action Group, where I prayto remain till the 
life of this House. ' 

It is because .I .wish to Jive in peace and 
harmony with my people who sent me 
here . and are fed up with the deceitful 
utterances of the heads of ·the so.::called 
Mabolaje Grand Alliance: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I repeat . that I do not 
resign from this honourable House. I c;mly re-· 
sign my membership of the Mabolaje Grarid ·• ~~ 
Alliance to retain my seat in this honourable 
House as Action Group Member for :Ibadan 
South-West Suburban-and by this •hon. 
Oladijoye Fashola. becomes an Action Group 
Member of the Western House ~f Assembly. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I 'beg to take mychairwith 
th~ . Action Group Government of . ,. the · 
vVe.stern Region. (Jeers from the Opposi
tion Benches, and Cheers from the Gov,ern
ment Benches. 

Sitting suspend~d at 10.40 a.m. 
Siitting resumed at 11.00 a.m. 

_, ·l' 

PRESENTATION. AND FIRST ·' 
READING ,OF ,PUBLIC BILLS . .. ~· 

., 

The following Biils were presented ~ and . ..:: 
read for the First time :-

(1) A Bill ;for .a Law entitled "The 
Marketing Board (Am~ndffient) Law, 
1961". (The Minister of Trade and In
dustry). 

(2) A Bill for a· Law entitled ''The 

.. ' 

Produce Sales Tax (Amendment) 
Law, 1961". (The Minister of Finance) . . · :.~ · '· 

. ' .I 

They were ordered to be read a Second 
time immediately. 

'' 
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·i15 !11arketing Bolird,(Amendmen.t) ·2ND :AUGUST, 1961 Bill-· · Second Reading 716 
·· ·MARKETING BOARD (AMENDlVIENT) . Chief Odebiyi: :On .poilltof'o~·der. Mr 

. · ·. BIL:[;_SECOND ·READING _:.·. · ·. ··· Speakt:!r, Sir, the statement :.-which the hon. 

·Order for Second Reading read. 
~ . . ' 
· ·. Th~ ' Minister ' of Trade. and Industry 

· (Chief A ; 0. Adeyi) : · 1\tJ;r Speapkt:r, Sir, I · 
ris~ to move the Second Reading · of the 
Mark~ting Board .' (Amendment) Bill · in 
the full confidence ·that this House . will 
give the .Bill its unanimous support because 
it . is . a : straightforward, · simple and non.,. 
controversial Bill an~ has:qJ.l.lyfour clauses. 

' ! . . A's a . result of the increasing nature' of the 
·duties of the Chairman of the Board and the 
exp!inded functions of the Board, it is thought 
that the membership of the Board should 
be increased by the appointment of ~n 
Executive Director· who will be able to give 
assistance to the Chairman in the discharge 

· of his· onerous duties. Tenure of his office, 
like .that ·of other me.rpbers oL the Bo~rd 
apart from the Chairman, is for a period 
of three years. .. 

Members will recall that in addition to 
palm produce which has previously been 
brought under the Marketing Board, citrus 
has· also in the last two 'years been subject 
to' Marketing Board control. . The volume of 

· trade under the Marketing Board has been 
increasing steadily, while the inGrease in the 
world supply of cocoa has thrown an addi
tional burden · on ·the · Chairman in respect 
of negotiations with other consumers alike. 
, · The other amendment which this Bill makes 
in the -Marketing Board Law;Cap. 75 of the 
Laws of · Western Nigeria relates to the 
tii:ri.e of submission ofjlthe Annual Report and 
Accounts of the Board. · In order to ensure 
that the' Annual Report and Accounts of 

. the l;Joard is s11bmitted early · after the 30th 
September every· year? this Bill · seeks to 

· limit the time to six months after September 
ea~h year for the submission of d1e Board's 
Annual Accounts· for the preceding year. 
In addition, this Bill provides that the Annual 
Report and Accounts of the Board, like those 
of other ·Boards· and Corporations under rry 

· Ministry, should be . submitted ·to me and 
not the Go_vernor i,n Coun.cil. 

Mr Sp~aker, Sir, I beg to move. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Agriculture (Alhadji Z. A. 
Opaleye): I beg to second. · 

. Question proposed. 

The Leader of the 
R. A: Fani-Kayode): 
I rise· to op.pose this Bill. 
democra~y ........ . 

Opposition (Mr 
Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, 

the Leader of Opposition ·.wants to make 
is in the · s~me terms as . the .p,er~.onajl ;~xplapa
tion ·'which he ·. sho-yved ·. the . Sp~aker · this 
morning. Sir; section ·· 7· ·of the·· 1~tanding' 
Orders precludes anybody t(fmake a personal 
statement which is considered comroversial; ·. 
and it should not be made. . I have already 
seen a copy of the. speech. ·. · . 

.. f' f t- :. 1 .f., • 

. Mr Speaker: 'Order, Order. ~I hop~ the 
hori'. · Gentleman will .leave the Leader ·of the 
Opposition to make his speech. ; ' ' "' · r · . . . . "' ... ' 

Mr Fam-Kayode: If only these men 
will be democratic enough and lish~.n:· first and 
then speal{ afterwardS / ..... .... ; ... ... ·· _ : "' 

{ . . • .. ~ • (' • ) ~J ' 

'Mr Speaker: I have ruled .and .I hope. the 
h~m. Gentleman will abid~ with iny I:ulirig. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: I ' thank' .you, Sir. 
It is a wise ruling. I must ~;ay, Sir, that this 
Bill gives me the right to ·speak, not only in 
respect of the .contents of the Bill, but on the 
attitude of the Government ·tO "the adminis
tration of the Ministrcy in which this matter 
is•vested. (Governm.ent Benches: Which one?) 
And not only that, but also the right to ~speak 
in respect of Government, becau~e it is .·the 
Second Reading of the Bill, and peopl~ can 
scrutinise Standing Orders for 'as long as they 
like or refer it to their Attorney-General 
beside them, I do not think they will find 
anything there to stop us· from speaking in a 
democratic society. ' :\ 

First, I .say Si~, that this ~ill is undemocratic 
and, on that basis, that de~ocracy is dead in 
the Western ~egion (Hear, hear;.) <. 

Mr Speaker: I can · assure · the hon. 
Gentleman that I shall · be strict · on the 
question of relevancy or i~relevancy. 

Mr 'Fani-Kayode: . . I hop1e the ' Speak~r 
will even give me · the freedom to ; make a 
mistake against the Standing Orders before 
he restricts me, and democracy agaifi is, I 
repeat, dead in the Region. . (Government 
Benches: Is it alive in the Eastern <Region?) 
We of the Opposition refuse tp · tal{e ·part in 
the existing moc~ery of parliamentary: govern- · · 
ment. (Govermnent Benches: Play of words.) 
The Government has cc:msisten~ly, in .'the 'past 
two months, converted the machinery for 

·law and . order and good government . in this 
Region into mer·e political instrument.~~: .... 
(Interruptions). · 

Mr Spe aker: The q11estion of law and 
order in the Region has got nothing ' to do 
with the amendment to· the . Law of the 
Marketing Board. (Shouts of" Shame, shame" 
from Government Benches.) ' . · · ' ·· 
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·:Mr ".Fani;,Kayodet: I ' t~anl\ you, Sir·. the: subject :under ·diSC\.lSSion and may' :not 
N'6thing hurts t66'triuch as a Bi'll 'Hke this, and intr6duce' matters· irrelevant ' thereto" . · What 
thjs Bill . hurts everybody in this Region as has the question of law and order to do' with 
the truth hurts the Government more. So, this Bill? The hon. Leader ofthe Opposition 
possibly, we cannot make a statement before having been prevented from: nialjng state
this House. All right; . if we . cannot make a merits which he thinks ·will raise the morale . 
staten-lent · before this House we can make a and the waning reputation of the NCNC, 
statement before the people. with particular reference to the forthcoming . 

. · . Ibadan District Council elections, wants . to 
Mr.': Speakei : . '( '·liope ' · that is not an appeal to the electorate through the medium 

insinuation· on the integrity of the S_I)eaker. of this House ....... ... (Interrt.(ptions juirr~ Oppo-
Mr ~ Fani;Kay~d~:· . :· The Speaker . is ·sition Benches). . . . . · . . 

bey,ond criticism (Laughter); and so, in the . . .Mr Speaker: . I agree . that the matter of 
present regime; is 1 the Government. Who customary courts and the matter of law and 
dares criticise the Government? Who am I · order have . got nothing to do with this 
to criticise the. Gov,ernment, or the Speaker, proposed amendment to . the Marketing 
or the Premier or his · Ministers? There is Board Law,, Fr.om the speech . of the hon. 
imprisonment for' anybody who dar~s it. Minister of Finance, it appears that ,the 
No one will dare if, · No one can; he will not Leader of the Opposition wanted to make a 
be allowed to do tnat.:.'. (Government Benches: speech this morning and he said he had been 
Irrelevant.) If you want. to. raise an objection prevented from doing so. He was not 
I .wilt: sit down· for . you. (Laughter.) For prevented. He definitely withdrew. I do not 
long, , we in this : House have been pestered like the word "prevented" · as used. · 

·with Bills, pestered. with iniquities, pestered 
by this ungodly Government. (Hear, hear.) 
Sir, we have seen the .very machinery placed 
in th'eir hands' by the · electorates under 
·dubious means brought into disuse and 
disrepute. We have found, Sir, that people 
to be 'appointed like this. Executive ........ . .. . 
what do you call it?. 1 (Government Benches: 
Read your Bill): . .... becoine nothing more 
than paid officials of the Action Group (Hear, 
hear). We have had examples of that, Sir. I 
am sure the .hon. the · Attorney-General · will 
bear me otit.' . ·.He: was, there before. What 
did he do ,there,· Sir? ·He was sitting in the 
office of. the Development Corporation and 
auditing. the accoJJnts of the Action Group. 
(Interruptions.) ., ' _ 

Th~ Attorn ey-General and Minister of 
. Justice (Chief S .. ·-0. Ighodaro): I object, . 
.Sir. That is· not correct. • 

Mr.Fani-Kayode: I withdraw it because 
of you . . As . a . normal human being, the 
Attorney-General is a likeable person. I 
would not iike to 'say anything on the floor of 
this· House ·that will hurt his feelings per
sonally, but I would say that when the local 
cu'stomary ·courts become political patty 
inq'uisitions ... .. . (Interruptions). I hope 
Sir, that · if anybody wants to make an 
objection he is right to do so. Don't 'let ·us 
speak with rude tongues like most people do 
in ·this · House. . Stand up and make · your 
obJections. 

Chief Odebiyi: .May I call attention to · 
Standing Order 27 (2) which states that 
"a' Member must confine his observations to 

Mr Fani-Kayode: · Sir, haven't we -had 
enough of this "job for the boys"? Of course 
not; you cannot have enough. That is why 
you are here. Who has heard of the Action 
Gwup doing anything for the people, except 
for ·their own pockets? 

Government Bench : · How rich were 
you when you were there? · 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Of course, very poor. 
I assure the Minister that if he !Paves his 
portfolio, I can pay him his salary. Not 
only is it incumbent t.ipon us to reject this 
Bill, but it is time the Federal Goverrtment 
of this country is persuaded to step .in ,and 
take over power frorri" this iniquitous Govern
ment so that law and order might be restored 
in the Western Region. 

I 

Mr Speaker: The question· of law and 
order is irrelevunt to · the Bill before ' the 
House. ... 

JVrr Fani-Kayode: Well,· . I have to 
withdraw that, so that it . can be expunged . 
from the Hansard., Words may be erased 
from the Hansard but they cannot be erased 
from the minds of men. , . 

Mr Speaker: I do .not say it should· be 
expunged from the Hansard. ' 

Mr Fani Kayode: The. handwriting, Sir, 
is on the wall. If I am prevented. from 
making any speech in this House we can make 
it before the electorate. (Shouts of "Walk 
out, walk out frbm Government beizches.) 
I see many important personages are not 
smiJ1,~ wberi these statements are made. · 
I smiled at them, but they do not smile back. 

; I 
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I think we shall not continue in particip.ating 
in the business of this House until democracy, 
·freedot):l anc;L justice ·are restored in this 
Region. I make a forecast today, that this 
Government shall cease because it is filled 
with nothing but iniquity. At this stage, I 
beg to leave. 

{Members of the Opposition, led by the 
Leader of the Qpposition, then walked . out of 
the Chambers of the House.) 

Chief Odebiyi: Even though Members 
of ·the . Opposition are not here, it , is still 
presumed, · in view · of the provisions of the 
Constitution, ·. that this House is properly 
constituted. · The question before us is not 

and order? What the Members · of the 
Oppositi~n are doing, or ~tryin:g_'to ~o,l3)s to 
make it appear to the outside wprld that the 
Regiqnal Government has failed to ·maintain 
law and order. They can · then· ju~tify 
invoking the powers of the F~deral Goverp
ment to take control of the Region~l Gov.em
ment. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am a very inexperiel)ced 
politician, but I say that-those · who do not 
believe in the Constitution, those who believe 
in lawlessness, will themselves be overthrown 
by lawlessness. It has happened in history. 
We believe, Sir, in the rule of law; we believe 
in the supremacy of the Constitution. 

\vhether this Bill, - ~f passed, shall. be valid or I thipk, Sir, that at this time when . the 
··n.ot, but whether a person can be appointed eyes of the countries of the world are focused 
as Executive D'ircctor so ·as to help the on the Nigerian F~deration, when -· respect 
Chairman when he has occasion· to leave the is given to the Nigerian Federation, w:hen 
country or to be engaged in other activities. events are happening in the Gongo, in ,Angola, 
The last speaker, the Leader of the Opposition, now is the time to' respect law and ordet: ~d 
wanted to make a speech quite unconnec- the Constitution. ' It ia at this tjme that some · 
ted with . this Bill because he is a highly people are starting troubles one . way or the 
frustrated man. · Having been rejected by other to justify their cqnscience. I know, Sir, 
the electorate in Ife and in other parts of the that in the great task of nation building, 
.\¥estern Region, having been rejected by particularly in so far as the Western Region is 
the farmers as their counsel, having been concerned in ·· the Federation of Nigeria, 
rejected by all decent citizens of the commu- we have .the stlpport . of the electorates of · 
nity, he feels · by this way to show that he is Nigeria in everything we are doing. . It 

·still alive, and still kicking, and participating is not up .to a year yet, Sir, since the Western 
in the Government. He has therefore come Nigeria Government, formed by the Action 
to this House to indulge in irrelevancies. . Group · party, was returned with a greater . 

I think I need hardly mention the merits majority. Up till now, Sir, the results of local 
\vhichare contained in this Bill. · If Members government elections held . in . the Western 

: of the Opposition had taken the trouble to Region have justified the claims of the 
. know the reaction of the people of the Region, Action Group Government. What further 
.if they had taken the trouble 'to find out that it evidence of solidarity of the ·. Region do 

'· · : · is their duty to watch .the excesses of the you want? Speaking on behalf of the 
Gove.rilment, when·there is one, as the watch- Western Nigeria Government, I say this: 
dogs of the people, they should have stayed that ·we will continue to respect the rule 
here today as accredited representatives of the of law. We will continue to respect . the 
people .in their constituencies. The fact that supremacy of the Constitution. · But if there 
they ·are not · here shows that some people is no rule of law, if there is no Constitution, 
only get their salaries to ·maintain gangs of Mr Speaker, Sir, what are we going to be 
hooligans, to maintain gangs of disre{mtable guided by? We ~ll want · our children·. 
people who will disturb the· peace and break to live happily. People who have worked 

• down · law and order and say that other for Others throughout their life-time want 
people ··are responsible 'for the · break-down. ·to enjoy theirs; people who want to -speak 
\iVhat the ·hon. Leader of the Opposition has good of their neighbours w . "',.:the :result .of 
stated should be in the Hansard. good administration ·of this l egion. And 

,. 

we believe that God, who is ·too _gracious, 
' Mr-. Speaker, Sir, when the Leader ·of the . will so help the people of this country that 

·Opposition says something about the break- people who· have good intentions will always 
down of law and order, what are the means prevail in their activities. · . ~ . 
of maintaining it? The Police and the Royal . . 1 .. 

Nigerian · Army·. Neither the hon. the _. Mr Speaker, Sir, I think I can say that 
Premier of this Region, Chief S. L. Akintola,' this Bill is very simple. The hon. Leader 
nor any of his Ministers-· has the· right to of the Opposition was talking about "jobs 
interfe:e with th.e Police or the Army in the for the boys"; but let me try to explain what 

· executwn of the1r duties. In what way then happens in other places. When George 
has the Government failed to maintain law Ohikere failed the Northern elections, less 
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[CHIEF 0DEBIYI] ' ' 

than two months after he became the Chair-
man of the Nigeria Ports Authority ...... The 
hon. ! the unrecognised Chief Fadahunsi 
as a matter of fact, Sir, he was sitting opposite 
me, here- ! am not envying his position 
at all. He . was frustrated when he was not 
made Leader of the Opposition. Today, 
he is now Chairman Qf the Nigerian Airways 
Corporation, in place of that notable scholar 
and . administrator, Chief T. T. ' Solaru. 
In comparing the two, Sir, it does not mean 
that Chief Solaru is less efficient than Chief 
Fadahunsi: He -resigned because he didn't 
get the co-operation of the Federal Govern-

·ment. ' · ~ 

Dr K. 0. Mbadiwe lost the elections be
cause he had .the :effrontery to pitch his camp 

·against the former Lead~r of the N CN C by · 
contesting the elections on the platform of . 
the DPNC. When he lost .the elections, 
and later got reconcile~ with the NCNC, 
and there was no more post left, an,d because 
they had . to find him· a job, they got him 

. one which was not even· provided for ip. the 
Constitution or in the . Estimates, and they 
made· him Adviser.'on African Affairs to the 
Prirrie Minister of the Federation. I agree 
that it is because of the Prime Minister's 
multifarious duties. · But what qualifications 
has Mbadiwe to qualify- him ·as Adviser on 
Mrican Affairs. He cannot even qualify 
as Adviser on Orlu Affairs becavse, if ~, can, 
he would 'not have lost the elections in Orlu. 
Then they are talking of Executive Director
"job for the · boys",! · · 

- I think that the charge. to break down law 
and the charge , to create jobs for the boys 
have been adequately ariswered, and therefore 
I commend the Bill to the House for passing. 

' 
Mr J. A. Awopeju: Mr Sp~aker, _, Sir, 

I think it is appropriate . at this juncture to 
say a few words .in support o~ the Bill and 
secondly :to answer the charges whi_ch were 
.actuated .by malice , ·and, highlighted by the 
hon. Leader of the Opposition. I would 
-say, . Mr · Speaker,- .Sir, . that the outburst 
of the Leader -of the Opposition ........ . 

~ Mr Speakeri ·The ·' first part of the 
hon. Gentleman's speech is all right, but the 
second part is not. I think that what the 
Leader of the Opposition said about custo
mary ·courts and .the rest of it are irrelevant 
and I ruled accordingly; and I believe that 
they ! have been adequately answered by '· the 
han. the Leader of the House. ·, . . . \ 

Mr Awopeju: · Mr Speaker, Sir, I then 
. say that I support the Bill .. 

Question put and agreed to. 

• .. 

Bill accordingly read a Second time and 
committed to a committee of the whole House .. 

Bill immediately considered m Committee:· 
(In the Committee.) 
Clauses 1-4 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.) 
Bill reported . without amendments, read 

the Third time and passed. 

PRODUCE SALES TAX (AMENDMENT) 
BILL-SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise. 
to move that a Bill . for a Law to amend the 
Produce Sales Tax Law (Cap. 99) be read a 
Second time. 

As members are aware, the authority for 
the assessment and collection of Produce 
Sales Tax under this Law is vested in the 
Regional Tax Board. Now that an inde- . 
pendent member is the Chairman · of the· 
Board and .does not perform any executive 
function for the Board as was the case when 
the Regional Tax Administrator was also 
the Chairman of the Board, it is necessary to 
amend ,the Law to enable any person duly . 
authorised by the Board to issue certificates 
in summary proceedings in accordance with 
section 22 of the 1,-aw, arid also to provide 
that certificates issued by .a person duly 
authorised by the Board shall, for the purpose 
of sub-section (l) .. of section 26, be conclusive 
as to the amount of tax that should have 
been collected. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: ·· I beg to second. ·· 
Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a Second . time . and 
committed to a Committee of the whole House_. 

Bjll accordingly considered in Committee. 
- (In the Committee.) 

Clauses 1-3 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.) . , 
Bill reported without amendments, read the 

·Third time and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE 
Motion made. anq question proposed; That , 

the House do now adjourn sine die.- (Chief 
J. A. 0. Odebiyi.). . . 

Question put and agreed to. , 
· The House accordingly adjourned sine die at 

11.45 a.m. 

'· 

.";{ 
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'WEStERN. HOUSE OF . 
' • •' 

ASSEMBLY · . ;, 

WEDNESDAY, 17TH JANUARY, 1962 
(The House met at 10.00 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 
(Mr. Speaker in the Chair) 

-· PAPERS PRESENTED 

\ 

(i) The Western Region Sports Council 
Second Annual Report, 1960-61 ; · 

(ii) The Western Nigeria Statistical 
Bulletin, December 1960; . ' 
, (iii) An Appraisal of the Development of 
Western Nigeria, 1955-60 (Sessional Paper 
No.8of1961); · . 

(iv) Fifth Annual Report of the Western 
Region Finance Corporation, 1959-60 
(Sessional Paper No. 9 of 1961); 

(v) The Midwest , Advisory Council: 
. Second Memorandum on its activities 

(Sessional Paper No. 11 of 1961); 
(vi} Third Annual Report of the Western 

Nigeria Printing Corporation, 1959-60 
·(Sessional Paper No. 12 of 1961); ,. 

· (vii) Annual Report and Accounts of the 
Western Nigeria Development Corporation, 
1959-60; . 

(viii) Director of Audit's Report · on 
Account" of the Western Nigeria Government, 
1959-60 (Sessional Paper No. ·1 of 1962); · 
' (ix) Sixth Arui.ual Report of the Western 
Region Marketing. Board, 1959-60 (Sessional 
_Paper No. 3 'of 1962). · 

To lie on the Table. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS . . 

Mr Speaker: Han. Members, answ-ers 
to questions addressed to the Ministry of 

- Education are not ready. I then 'call on ·the · 
han. Member, Mr Layonu, to ask h~s - question. 

TRADE-- AND INDUSTRY 
Security for cocoa farmers in the 

Western Region 
· 10/11. Mr S. A •. Layonu asked ·the 

Minister of Trade and Industry what 
reasonable security the Government has for 
farmers in the Western Region who had 
heavily stocked cocoa previously to be sold at 
the old price prior to recent Government 
amendment of the price of cocoa. · 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
of · Trade and Industry (Chief G. E. 
Ekwejunor-Etchie): The Regional Govern
ment recognises the importance of en
couraging small-scale industries and handi
crafts including blacksmiths, tinkers and 
other workers in the tin and iron industries. 
The form of encouragement' given varies 

from industry to industry. :'-·Where t 
industrial staff are available, training facilit 
are provided. · · : . ;-: . 

Recently, ;:.tn arrangemen~:'was conclud 
by which the Internatiotiali Co-operati 
Administration ·under 'the•; : United Sta 
Technical Aid s ·cheme will p·rovide us w: 
an expert in blacksmithing' · and .iron wo1 
for six moritl-i:s~ During this time ·he -~ 
study local works and traih·· an understu 
who will carry on his ,recommendations. 

Mr V.I. A:madasun: · May_! know fie 
the han. Minister whether his ans~ 
is relevant to the questio.n . being · aske 
(Prolonged interruptions froni Govermnt 
Benches). 

Mr G. I. Oviasu: May I know from t 
Minister answering this question whetl: 
he is answering the . right question ..... : 
(Interruptions) It is a very serious matter 'i 
a · Minister to rise up in Parliament a1 
give answers which are . not relevant · 
the. questions being asked. (Shouts · 
"Shame, shame" from Opposition Benche 

I l ' • ... 

' · Mr Speaker:' . Order, Order; · It is me 
unfortunate that the han. Mr Layonu did 11 

read the question. I beli(\ve that if he h 
done so the Minister could not have giv 
the wrong answer. (Prolonged cheers fr< 
Government Benches.) . · '· · · 

The . Minister of Trade and Indust 
(Chief A. 0. Adeyi): The answer to tl 
question is not ready. . 

Nigerians employed at Ewekoro 
· Cement Factory 

10/130. Mr J; .A. Odutuga· 'asked t 
Minister of Trade ana...Industry the numb 
of Nigerians employed at Ewekoro Ceme 
Factory and to state how· many of tl;lese, 
any, are in key positions. · · · 
• ' . .i . ' " ,, . 

Chief Ekwejunor~Etchie: . The Ewelw 
Cement Factory was opened in Decemb 
1960. The factory's skilled labour of fi:ft 
four and unskilled labour of· 222, totalling 2/ 
are Nigerians. There · are at present ty 

Nigerians in the key posts of Shift Supervis 
and Assistant Chemist." . The ·· company h 
plans for training Nigerians in the Portia~ 
Cement Factory in-the-United Kingdom; , +- . . . ' 

Mr Amadasun: ·Would , the Minist 
give briefly · the·· number of,. Yotubas at 

Midwesterners out of the 276 Nigerians? · 
Chief Adeyi: I require notice of tb 

question. 
Mr Amadasun: I know· you wot 

answer that question. · 
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. Establishment of Training Facilities 
for- Blacksmiths and Tinkers, etc. 

Okitipupa, in view of the fact that there .:is 
already a non-Catering .. ·Rest . . Ho\ise · - ~n 
Okitipupa, and also one :Catering Rest H9u~e 
at Akure which could be .used by prominent 

10/199. . ~ B. I. G. Ewah asked the 
lVIinister of Trade and Industry whether the 
Regional Gove.rm;nent would encourage the 
efforts . of individual blacksmiths, tinkers and 

. visitors to Okitipupa. , 

.. other workers in the tin and iron industries 
by the establishment of adequate training 
facilities whereby these workers would be 
better able 'to improve both the quantity and 

·· quality of their products . . 

, Chief Ekwejunor-Etchie: The Regional · 
Government recognises the importance of 
encouraging small-scale industries and handi
crafts including blacksmiths, tinkers and other 
workers in the tin and iron inclustries. ·· 
The form of encouragement given varies from 

· industry to ,industry. Where the industrial 
staff are available,. training facilitie:Jo. are 
provided. · . 
. Recently, an ~rr~ngement wa~ . . ·· ncluded . 

by which the · International ' Co-operation . 
Administration . under :the . United States" 
Technical Aid Scheme will provide us with 
an expert in blacksmithing and iron works for 
six months . . ·During this time he will study 
local works and train · an understudy who will 
carry on his 'recommendations. . 

Approval of Idiemi as a Grading 
Station · 

10/307~ Mr A. A. Babayemi asked the 
Minister of Trade and Industry why Idiemi, 
one of the heaviest cocoa producing areas, 
has not been considered worthy of being 
approved as a graqing station. · 

Chief Ekwejunor-Etchie: No applica
tion has been. submitted to the Western 
Region Produce Inspection Advisory Com
mittee, which is the Committee responsible 
for advising the Chief Produce Officer on the 
suitability of places for gazetting as Produce 
Inspection stations. 

This is in accordance with regulation 5 of 
the ·Produce Inspection Regulations No. 26 
of 1951. 

HOME AFFAIRS 
Erection· of a Catering Res.t House at 

· Okitipupa 
· 10/264. Mr C. 0. Olamigoke asked the 

Minister of Home'· Affairs whether he would · 
consider the advisability of building a 
Catering Rest House ai:: .Okitipupa in view 
of the increasing number of tourists to the 
town: 

~ . 
The Parliamentary ,Secretary to the 

Minister of Home Affairs (Mr J. G. 
Adeniran): Government does not consider 
it necessary to erect a Catering Rest House in 

Licensed Cinema Theatres 
10/277. Mr A . . L. Adenekan asked . the . 

Minister of Home Affairs to state the number 
of licensed. Cinema Theatres · at present 
operating in the Region. · 

Mr Adeniran: There are fifteen licensed 
Cinema Theatres at present operating in this 
Region. 

Erection of a Catering Rest House at 
,, Sango Otta · 

10/3 22. Mr V. A. Aina asked the Minister 
of Home Affairs whether the Regional · 
Government would consider the advisability 
of erecting a Catering Rest House at Sango 
Otta as this place is on the internatioiuil . 
route· linking Lagos-Abeoku~a-Ghana. 

Mr Adeniran: Government has no plan 
a:t present to establish a Catering Rest House 
in Sango Otta in view of the fact that there is, 
.at present, a Catering Rest House at Abeokuta 
and also three non-Catering Rest Houses ·at . 
Ikeja .which could ·be used by prominent. 
visitors to Otta. In addition, there is a very 
good non-Catering Rest House at Otta and 
I am convinced that with ail these facilities 
visitors to Otta will not be subjected to any 
measure of discomfort in the matter of 
finding suitable Rest Ho1.1se accommodation. 

ECONOMIC PLANNING 
Development. Projects for Osbun Division . 

10/14. Mr S. A. Layonu · asked the 
Minister of Economic Planning what develop
ment projects his Ministry has for Oshun · 
Division as a whole on constituency basis in 
view of the fact . that Oshun Division is a 
backward and tmder-developed area. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Economic Planning (Alhaji 
B. 0. Obisesan): In addition to the Farm 
Settlement at Ogbomosho and a Demon
stration Farm at Oshogbo, another Farm · 
Settlement will be established at Ago-Owu · 
in Aiyedade District and a Demonstration 
Farm at Iwo. · 

In the Developm'ent Phin, there is a 
proposal to bituminous-surface Ogbomosho
Ikirun road, Okuku-Oyan 'road and Ilobu
Erin-Oshogbo road._ 

There are also proposals for the supply of 
urban water to the following towns in the 
1960-65 · Development PJan: Odeomu-· 
Gbongan, Ikire-Apomu-Ikoyi, Ikirun al).d 

.. 



727 Oral Answers 17TH JANUARY, 1962 · to Qu~stions 728 

Ogbomosho. ·. Several villages will be covered 
by the Rural Water · Scheme during the . 
Five-Year Development period. 

Community Development 
Grant for ·Jbadan 

10/216. Mr A. Ajibola asked the Minister 
of Economic .Planning and. Community 
Development what steps are being taken by 
his Ministry to see that Ibadan receives its 
fair share of the Community Development 
grant ·this year in view of the fact that a 
nuinber of projects are already being under.:. 
tal~en by the people of this town. 

. ' 
The· Regional Minister in the Ministry 

of Economic Planning and Community 
Development (Chief E. A. ,Anuku): The 
object of Community Devel<Ypment is to in
duce attitudes of self-help and local initiative. 
It would · be defeating the purpose of the 
principles of Community Development if 
the idea is allowed to gain ground that 
.wl\enever local communities carry out local 
projects for the improvement of their areas, 
Government is on that account obliged or 
comtnitted to pay them grants. Nevertheless, 
my Ministry does in fact at the moment give 
aid in respect of Community Development 
projects. Generally such aid helps to defray 
cost of material. In addition, professional 
and technical officers of Government supply 
technical advic.e and guidance. 

. One of the four pilot projects in the Region 
selected for experiment in integrated rural 
development · is · in the Ibadan District: 
I refer to Lalupon. A Community Develop
ment\ poultry project is being set up in the 
area- with Govern.ment meeting the capital 

. · cost, and the Community supplying unskilled 
labour. At the moment there are over 
600 birJs. -The experiment is designed to 
cover all aspects of rural development
agriculture, rural and cottage ir_ d .1stries, 
commerce, heal!h, etc. 

Regarding Ibadan Town itself, it may be 
re·called that late last year Government ~1ade 
a grant of £4,000 for the building of a Youth • 
Centre in Ibadan. · 'Since Ap-ril last year a 
temporary accommodation at the · Forestry 
Reservation has_ been extended and renovated 

·to serve as a meeting place for YouthAssocia-
tions, and as a Home Economics Centre where 
week-end courses for women will be held. 
A boxing ring at the Forestry Reservation has . 
been given a superstructure so that, even 
during the rains, the ring can still be used. 

Clea~ly it is out of the question to suggest 
·that Ibadan is not receiving its fair share of 
community development m0ney. People 

must, however, learn ~the . important 
that they must help themselves. 

\ 

Appointment of Community 
Development Officers in 

District Council Areas 

lesson 

10/3,12. Mr A. A. Babayemi asked the 
Minister of Economic Planning and Com
munity Development why it has not been 
possible for Government to appoint · Com
munity Development Officers in every 
District Council area. · · 

Alhaji Obisesan: It is ·not considered 
that the best way tQ give-effect to the principles 
of __ community dev~lopment and to achieve 
the development of local communities is by 
posting a Commupity Development Officer 
in every District Council a:rea. Rather, it is 
considered that the objective is better attained 

· by discovering, training and developing 'local 
leadership who would work- ultimately 
voluntarily- at village level. 

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION 
Film shows and Announcements in Iwo 

10/289. Mr I. 0. Aniyi' asked the 
Minister of Information whether he is aware 
of the fact that the people of I wo and suburbs 
do not have full enjoyment of film shows and 
announcements by the Information Officer 
in charge. · 

The_ 'Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Information (Mr S. A. Okeya): 
The people of I wo and suburbs have their 
full share of the facilities for free film shows 
and public announcements ·provided by the 
Government of Western Nigeria. 

A van equipped with cinema, recor~ing imd 
public address apparatus is stationed' in Iwo 
and serves the I wo and Aiyedade . District 
Council areas. From reports, the people in 
the Iwo District Council area are given an 
average of eight to t~n film shows every month 
with an average a~dience of about 12,000. 

- My Ministry has recei:ved commendations 
from the Oluwo of Iwo, Councillors . and 
Principals of Schools in the, area for the 
facilities which the Ministry provides. 

Coverage 'the. 
Information O.::n cer, lwo 

10/290. Mr Aniyi asked .. the Minister of 
Information whetl~r it would be advisable : 
or not to curtail the vast area usually covered 
by the Information Officer, . Iwo, in the old 
van provided so as to ensure that a reasonable . 
ground is covered satisfactorily. 

M r -Okeya : The attention of the hon _ ·· · 
Member is invited to my- answer to his 
Question No. 10/289. I am to ·add that the 
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present condition of the van in Iwo does not 
warrant a ·change; nor is it considered 
desirable to alter 'the area of activities of 
the van. 

Mr Speaker: .The hon. Member for 
Ede-Ejigbo South resigned his membership
of the NCNC with effect from 6th of 
September, 1961. · 

· PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
MrS~ A. t ·ayonu: ··' I resign my member- · 

ship of the NCNC and join the Action Grmip. 
(Cheers from Government Benches)-(Shouts 
of "Shame, shame" from Opposition Benches). 
. The masses of · NCNC supporters in 

Western Nigeria have been expecting social 
security . and enjoyment of better life i'n an 
Independent Nigeria but . things . happening 
in the Federal territory under NPC ·and 
NCNC Coalition imperialism betray the idea 
that the NCNC as a political organisation 
has any power or influence in the new nation. 
But . as the NCNC masses are retreating, 
there is growing feeling that the total annihila
tion of the NCNC in Western Nigeria is a 
matter of time, and indeed, it may be 
tomorrow. 

I' 

I 'have staked almost everything in t,his life 
to ensure my loyalty to the NCNC, but I 
must confess that as I have tried my best 
to please the NCNC it is now my turn to 

. please myself. · ·' 

The death of the late Alhaji Adegoke 
Adelabu has· created . a great vacuum in the 
leadership of the >NCNC and I am sure that 
the party can never fill this vacuum. NCNC 
members are now like a fio.ck of sheep without 
a shepherd and it will not be long when 
branches of the NCNC will cease to exist in 
many parts of Westerrl Nigeria because many 
people just cannot resis~ an appalling sense 
of frustration. During the last local Council 
elections in the West, Action Group leaders 
were mobilising every hamlet and. council 
ward . campaigning in fttll force for their 

. party. The national leader, the national 
secretary, the national treasurer and other 
leaders : of the NCNC, and their ministers 
left on· jolly tours of the globe. Worst still, · 
NCNC: regional leaders in the West were 
silent ·in Lagos. .. This is a conclusive 
evidence that NCNC leaders are not interested 
in · the welfare of the people of Western 
Nigeria. Whereas whether there are elec-

.. . tions or not in Northern Nigeria or Eastern 
.~. . Nigeria, Action Group leaders are always 
',., )requent there to look after the welfare of their 

~t , supporters. Sir, :will it not surprise you 
~: ·' that since the former national president of 
~ •. :..·the NCNC had relinquished his post due to. 

·~ -,~·.~r. r. 

. \ . 

internal party unrest and breakdown of part); . 
machinery about twelve months ago, NCNC 
members in the We sf' have not up till now 
kno~n Dr Okpara, the present · national 
president? This shows the type of' interest 
he has for NCNC members .in the West. · 

My observations from my thirteen years 
association with the NCNC are as follows:· 
(Interruptions). 

1. That the NCNC is full of faulty 
· organisation. . .. 

2. That the NCNC merely tolerates its 
Yoruba members . in the West wl)om . it 
uses as cat's-paws. 

3. That the NCNC is the·most tribalistic 
political party in the whole of the Federa
tion of Nigeria, 

(a) Out of a staff of over forty persons 
in the national Headquarters in Lagos, 
only two men are Yorubas-one office .· 
cleaner and one messenger-clerk. 

(b) Federal Boards, Corporations and · 
executive posts are being shared among 
Easterners, Northerners and non-Y ~ruba 
Westerners to the exclusion of Yoruba 
Westerners. But only quite recently, 
due to the criticism of the Action Group, 
a post was reluctantly conceded· to · 
Chief Fadahunsi the national patron of 
the NCNC. 
4. That I, personally, as a 'true West

erner, am not happy ·with the planned 
dismemberment of the Western Region, · 
which is the smallest Region in the Federa
tion of Nigeria, whilst the Northern 
Region, which is more than triple the West, 
and the Eastern Region,.which .is more than 
the West by over two million people, 
remain unsliced. Personally speaking, I 
am not a . degenerate sort of Western 
Nigeria and I would do a lot of injustice to 
my conscience if I should support the · 
planned dismemberment' of this Region 
whilst the East and the gigantic North 
remain intact. ~ 

·.· ,.. 

· 5. That I would be politically .useless to 
my constituency if I continue to ren1ain in , 
the NCNC because we can never derive 
anything good frot;n the NCNC econom
ically, educationally, . politically and in 
development projects · as proved by events 
in the Eastern Region where the NCNC 'is . . . . . 
m power. 

6. That the Western Region controlled 
by the Actioh Group .is the most progressive 
Region in the Federation of Nigeria. This 
is an accepted fad:, even by the NCNC; 
· 7. That recent events have conclusively 
proved that the NCNC is very weak, in 
that with its coalition ·with the NPC, which 

j. 
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: has always vigorously been opposed by the 

Speak~r to dishonqur at1Y. ~ettet :of rel?.igp.~J.~ion · 
that may be purported to have -been sul;>rp.it~ed , 
by me or my agent, though the NCNC might · NCNC mass supporters and only supported 

. · by the mercenaries and sycophants that ... still be reluctant to submit it. (Interruption_s;) 

abound in the hierarchy of the party, it is 
too incompetent to · nile the Fedenition of 
Nigeria. 

8. That NCNC ·leaders in the East and 
Federal territories are not 1:1appy that the 
·west is fast progressing politically, econom
ically and educationally. 

9. That the NCNC always have defeat ist 
tendencies during elections in the West and 
with all its catalogue of planlessness, hypo
crisy, faulty organisation and insincerity to 
the eleetorates it will continue always to lose 
eleytions in the West; and the n<?tion. that 
the NCNC will ever control the govern
.ment of the Western Region"is a day-dream. 
It will even be a regional calamity. 

10. That it is most unreasonable to 
continue to suffer for the NCNC when its 

' leaders are busy building financial empires 
for themselves and their family. 

11 : That the NCNC is full of petty 
jealousy and intrigue within its rank and 
file. · · · · "'· 

. 1.2: That ·ihe habitual characteristics of 
its West Regional leaders are just noise
making on the floor of West Regional 
House and inbecility in practical campaign 
field work and inaccessibility in their 
daily lives. · 

13. That no member of the party is 
happy with the NCNC's unholy alliance 
with the NPC which makes no secret of its 
intention to swallow up the NCNC and 
so make it possible for an NPC's one-party 
Federal Government to , emerge. And 
the day this happens a national tragedy 
will overtake the country. But the only 
saving grace of the nation is the virile and 
dynamic Action Group of Nigeria. 

14. That the electorates of my constit
uency have rejected the NCNC as proved 
by the results of the last Local Council 

· Election. 

15. I am · convinced beyond reasonable 
doubt that an end has come to the NCNC 
in the Western Region of Nigeria. An 
end will even come to it in the East and 
Federal Territories and automatically the 

· pro.gressive Action Group Party of Nigeria 
. 'will shortly rule Nigeria. 
"·\ 

Therefore, Mr Speaker, I have decided to 
resign my membership of the NCNC and 
to declare for the Action Group. May I 
emphasise that I am not resigning my seat as a 
member of this House and I would urg~ _ the 

'~ have decided ;ot to .resign my se~t .as an 
bon. Member until the· life of the House 
expires, or the . House ' is · constitutionally · 
dissolved. I am only resigning my 'member
ship of the reactionary NCNC and declaring . 
for the .. progressiv~ Action Group, if!. . order, · 
principally, to help nullify the evil intentions 
and diabolical plans of the frustrated and 
shameless Yoruba leaders ; who have been 
sp-ecifically instructed and · commanded . by 
the NCNC/NPC Federal leaders to cause 
unrest and riots everywhere possible- in the 
West so that this could be used as an excuse 
by the Federal Government to invoke a 
section of the constitutional provisions against 
the env:ied Government of Western Nigeria. 
In spite of this, the West is the most quiet, the 
most tranquil, the most peaceful and the most · 
law-abiding territory in the Federation of 
Nigeria. . I speak from experience _.(as an old 
NCNCer) "Yithout · bitterness and animosity. 
(Interruptions.) , ·. 

Finally, I appeal to my old colle~gu~s and 
co!llrades in the NCNC to ~urn up ' courage 
and desert· the undisciplined and dejected 
army of the NCNC,. · · · 

(Mr Layonu then crossed the carpet to the 
Government side amid cheers from Government 
'Benches). · · 

"· Mr E. B. Arowojolu: Mr Speaker, Sir, on 
the 11th December. I decided to resign from 
the NCNC and declared for the Action Group 
-(Interruptions)-and this is in obedience 
to the wishes of my people. My people are 
actually tired of the empty . promises of the 
NCNC. (Interruptions). You have already 
heard on the ·. radio and in the press, so that 
this is not a new thing to you. · I am therefore 
crossing over 'to join the Action Group. 

(Mr Arowojolu then erossed the carpet to the 
Government side.) (Cheers .fronr, Goverm'(lent 
Ben~hes.) · · 

Mr M.A. Adewunmi: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I, Michael Adeyemi Adewunmi, representing 
Ibadan Central:-East Cons~ituency~(Inter
ruptions)-do hereby . make the following 
announcement which , has already' been . 
flashed in the NBC on the night of 24th · 
August, 1961. · .. 

Firstly, I make bold to say that I · have 
resigned my membership from the NCNC 

_Party after mature d~liberation and sub
sequently declared for . the Action Group 

. with the full knowledge and 'consent of my 
constituents. 
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· Mr Speaker~ · 8'ir, I have taken such :a 
decision because I am convinced that the 
Action Gx-oup is the only political party in 
the · Federation with · sound and concrete 
p lans which are designed to improve the 
country economically, socially and politically. 
(Laughter). Its past . performances in · the 
development of the country, such as the free 
primary education, free medical treatment 
for the children below· eighteen years of age, 
protection of all its citizens, and its gigantic 

· plan to improve the general condition ·Of its 
subjects, are hut .. an eloquent testimony of its 
stability. c " 

The question ~ay '· be ~sked as to what 
prompted me to resign from the NCNC. 
. (Opposition Benches: Have you a nervous 
disease?). It is because the records of the 
NCNC show endless governmental crisis, 
recurring party indisciplines and perpetual 
internal rifts and strifes, leading to chaos and 
confusion, instability and thereby lacking any 
plan worthy of emulation. 

I hope those who still folldt,A, the 'NCNC 
blindly will soon learn their lessons and 
retreat their steps from the sinking boat of 
the. party. · · : , ., : . · · · ' 

' . ~ . 

From now on my colleagues and I in the 
Action Group will . join hands together to 
work for the progresl> of Western Nigeria in 
particular · and· 'the: Federation in gerieral, 
in order to bring life ·more abundant to the 
peop,le. , '! . · . 

An bon. Member: · Members . shall not 
read newspapers. ,, ., 

Mr Adewunmb Mr Speaker Sir, I . beg 
to cross. (Mr Adewunmi then crossed the 
. carpet and was cheered by Government I;Jenches). 
· The Gove~nment Chlef Whip (Mr 
'N. A. B. Kotoye): : Hon. A. T. Rerri, 
Member for Urhobo West I, and · Mr 
Okumagba, Member. for . ·Warri East, have 
·been expelled from the NCNC and, in . 
accordance with ~- Standing Order No. 3, 
I think . the Speaker of the ·House will be 
called upon-(Laughter}-ti?"make new sitting 
arrangements. . . . .'f. 

· . , Mr Speak~r: · There: i~ ~o official-·notifica
ltion ·of the expulsion. 

· Mr P. V. Okwesa: What has the Chief 
Whip at the back of his mind? 

Mr · V. I. Amadasun: It may be an 
addition to the number quoted by the Chief 
Whip. No member of the NCNC can be· 
expelled unless- such . expulsion is ratified 
by · the NEC of the NCNC. Therefore 
they are not exp~lled. . You do noi: know 
. anything about our constitution. 

B \ . 

; 
• ' 

Mr A. T. Rerri: Mr Speaker Sir, 
I think I am competent to· speak for myself. 
(Interruptions). I ha~e not been expelled 
from t~e NCN~, and I have not receive.d ~ny 
expulston order~(lnterruption)-· and as a 
member of the NCNC, if anyone, be he from 
the Government side, feels contrary, let him 
shew it. I am still a member of the NCNC. 
I want the Speaker of the House to take note. 

·.· . ' ... 

The Minister of Finance and Leader of 
the House (Chief J. A. 0~ Odebiyi): I 
think what the hon. Member should do is to 
sue those newspapers, which have stated that 
he h,as been expelled, for libel. 

Mr D. E. Okumagba: The anxiety of
1
the · 

Members of the other side is that they will 
never get people like us on their side. (Inter
ruptions) ; Even if I leave the NCNC, 
I have no inte~tion of going to their side. 

Mr Speaker: The ruling is that if any
body declares for the Government party, he 
will be accordingly seated in this House- . 
on my right hand side; if any person declares 
as an Independent, he will sit in front of me. 
(Inten·uption.) I shall take notice of what 
is going on in the country. · (Laughter). 
I have ruled. 

BUSINESS MOTIONS 

Suspension of Standing Order ~ (2) 
Chief Odebiyi: . I beg· to move ·that 

Standing Order; 4 (2) be ·suspended this day 
to allow the House to continue sitting after 
1.00 p.m. ifnecessary. · · 

The Minister . of Local Government 
(Chief Adegbenro): I beg to second. . 

Question proposed . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Suspension of Standing Order 41 (1) . · 
· 7 • ,; ' · • • 

Chief Odebiyi: ·,I :beg to · move that 
Standing Order 41 (1) be suspended this day 
in respect of tne following Bills :- · 

. (i) The · Official Oaths · (Amendment) 
Bill, 1962; . · · 

(ii). The Local Government (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1962; . . · · . 

(iii) The Judicial ~nd the Public Service 
Commissions (Protection and Privileges) 
Bill, 1962; . 

(iv) The Pensions (Amendment) . Bill; 
1962.· 

It is intended that tomorrow we will take 
the Income Tax (Amendment) Bill and then 
on Friday, if there i·s no overflow of business, . 
it is hoped that this House will be adjourned. 

_<;hief Adegbenro: .. I beg to second~ 

, · ' 
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· ~Mr G. I. Oviasu: We on this side of the 
House oppose the motion. 

·' ruptions;) The poiJ?.t, Sir, IS . that what . vv6 
are trying to do here is to enable· M.emberS. 'tp 
have copies-( Interruptions )-because ·the 

Mr Speaker: The Question has not .been 
proposed. (Interrupti~ns.) 

Question proposed. 

Mr Oviasu: We see no reason to justify 
the suspension of Standing Order 41 (1). 
We. notice, Sir, that during the last Budget 
Session, no work was 'Properly done. Since · 
the ·· last Budget Session-and that was in 
August-the Legislature met for only one 
day to appoint a Senator of the Action Group, 
and here we are today for the third time to do 
business and Government is rushing up 
everything. I do not see the reason· why 
the Leader of the House is pregsing. He has 
something to · hide. This dovernment has 
comrhitted grievous crimes which they are 
trying to hide, and that is why the Leader of 
House is pressing that the Order shall be 
suspended. We must have at least a day's 
notice before tl)e presertation of Bills, and the 
Bills which are coming before· us today are 
supposed to have been published in the 
Official Gazette. (Interruptions.) We do 
know that the Opposition must have its 
say and that the Government should have the 
final say, · but they must not do so ·dis
honourably, as they are trying to do now. · 

Mr P. K. Tabiowo: It is wrong for the 
Leader of this House to suspend this Standing 
Order (Interruptions). The people who run 
this .Government owe it to the public that 

. every Bill of this House 'is clearly and 
thoroughly dealt with, and not merely 
coming h~re to rush 'Bills on Members. 
Members should be given due notice and 
given a chance to read the Bills and study 
them so as to come . here and contribute 

. intelligently to the ·Debates. Moreover, 
the Bills were not sent to hon. Members. 
Some of us are not . new Members in . this 
House, and this has never been the : practice 
in this House before. The' Action Group 
cannot eat its cake · and have it. The 
Leader of the Action Group, who is Leader 

' · of · Opposition in the · Federal LegiSlature, 
was ·criticising the Federal Government 
for rushing · Bills and trying to hide them. 
What do we now do here in the West? 

Chief Odebiyi: I do know that the 
· Ministry of Communications and Aviation 

is manned by somebody from the :NCNC 
which forms the Opposition . in this House. 
As far as I .know, Sir, ·these Bills have already 
been published in the Gazette and posted 
to Members in their. Constituencies. (Inter-

Bills are short and~(Interruptio!:s.)', ·' 
\ . ' ~ \ \ 

In any event, the NC.NC on the floor of 
this H~mse are noted for one. thing: when · · 
they find it hard going for thefil they alwayl! 
walk out. · I hope that on this occasion they 
will stay and perform their duties and earn 
the pay given to them by the electorates. 
(Interruptions). 

Mr F. H. Utomi: We would like to 
extend our sympathy to the Action Group 
for ignorance: We were written that on 
arrival we would get our particulars. On 
arr~val · this morning we were told by the 
leade.r ofthe House that we would get our· 
papers. It is just unfortunate that it is only 
this morning that.'we collected our papers. 
It is unfort~nate.~ _. 

Chief Odehiyi: Copies of the ·cazette 
are different from· copies of Bills. ·' ,, .. 

. • I' ; .. ; . f . • ' ~ • ._ 

Mr R. A. Akinyemi: I am always in 
sympathy with the Action · Group: (Inter
ruptions). In actual fact, I saw the Leader 
of the House this morning. I discussed this 

· matter with him and he told me that these 
Bills had been sent to Members. I told him 
that the Bills in the Gazette were dated the 
12th, ' and he said it 'might not get tq the 
.Members' addresses and that he had instruc
ted the Clerk of the House to get some 
ready for us here. Then we\vould not get 
the Bills until this morning, and we are 
entitled to a day's notice! 

: Mr Speaker: :Order, order. I take it 
that on the words of the Leader of the House 
the Bills · were embodied in the Gazette that 
were posted to Members, many of whom have 
not received them. But, most unfortunately, 
the ' law says " ...... at the date of the posting 
of the Law"; the sender is therefore exculpa
ted. So that if they ha not been, received. 
I think it is due to sorri' fault in the post. 
(Interruptions). Under the circumstance, I 
shall ask for the opinion of the House as to 
whether this Standing Order should be 
suspended or otherwise, and as such 'I would 
like to put the question, because we; do ·not 
want to waste the . time of the ·: House ,un
necessarily. 

The Premier (C-hie'f"S .• , L. Aki~tola): 
I suppose that my friend opposite, with whom 
I am always in friendly terms, is sufficiently 
timorous even to teat' int occasionally. · 
(Laughter). I say this because I ani personil~ . 
ly in sympathy with the po!nt raised. The 
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[CHIEF AKINTOLA] Mr Speaker, Sir, the main ;purpose· of this 
fact remains that whether it was the fault of Bill is to a.mend the Local Government L aw 
the gost Offic~ or our fault, they have not got 1957, to confer upon the Governor ~~ 
coptes of the Bllls, and I am very sorry for this. Council . the power to suspend any council 
I am making this promise that there will not which has defaulted in the performance of . 
be a. future .repetition of it. (Hear, hear). any of its statutory functions. 'As the Law 
Let us proceed with the day's work. If you stands at present, Mr Speaker, if a council 
find any difficulty whatsoever whilst the Bills has defaulted in the performance of any duty, 
are being considered, ~here is no reason why the Governor in Council can invoke sanctions 
we should not defer. further consideration to by dissolving that council,. but in come cases 
say, . tomorrow., or, any other day. I assur~ some councils have defaulted in respect . of 
you that . there will be no repetition of this certain specific functions and Government 
any more. Somebody has suggested may be satisfied that such councils ought not 
Monday. I am ·sure that the Bills, when to be dissolved but to. be suspended, and may 
you see them, . will be uncontroversial/ and appoint a group of persons to remedy . the 
we can then go :ahead 'with them. May .I Situation, and as such the council can be 
repeat the assurance that in future we will installed without the process of going 
try to see to it that copies of Bills reach you . through an election. With the Law as it 
in good ~ime. ··(Hear, ,hear). . stands at present, when a council is dissolved, 

that council cannot be re-installed unless , by 
Mr Akinyemi :'- I have to thank the hon. an election, and the process of an election is 

Premier for making, for the first time an what the amending Bill seeks to amend: 
interesting 'and uncontroversial speech,' and Once a council is suspended for a minor 
I hope that other junior Ministers and scime default, the memhers,. ·including traditional 
o~ the back benchers of the Action Group members, ought nqt to be subjected to the 
win follow this example. · process of direct election. Direct election is 

· . a waste of money and also fl. waste of time; 
Question put and agreed to. The Governor in Council also decides that 

PRESENTATION. AND FIRST 
READING .OF PUBLIC BILLS·· 

The' following Bills were pres~nted and 
read the First •time :-. . 

1. The Judicial and the Public Service 
Commissions (Protection and Privileges 
Bill, 1962-(The_ Premier). (To be read a 
Second time tomorrow). 

2." The Pensions ·· (Amendment) Bill, 
1962-(The ·Minister of Finance) . . (To be 
read ·a Second time tomorrow). · 

3. The Local Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1962-(The Minister of .Local Govern·· 
ment). (To ,be read_ a Second time today). 
·. 4. The Official Oaths (Amendment) Bill, 

1962-(The . Minister of;. ·Justice and 
Attorney-Gen.eral). {'l'o be read a· Se.cond 
time this day). · 

. '· 

ORDERS OF ~HE DAY 

TF.(E LOCAD . GOVERNMENT 
(AMENDMENT) BILL. 

SECOND READING 
' . •' t 
_-Order for Second Reading.read. 

The r Minister of Local Government 
(Alh~dj1 _ D . .. s. · Adegbenro): Mr Speaker, 
Sir; I beg to move the Second Reading' of the 
Local Government (Amendment) Bill; 1962 . . 

the time is ripe for a Bill of this type to · be 
presented to the Legislature for enactment. 

The other important amendment to the. 
Bill is in respect of section 87 of the Law 
which relates to the appointment of Admini
strators and their ·terms of office. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr V. I. Amadasun: Mr Speaker; 
Sir, I beg to oppose this very Bill which 
has been presented this morning by the 
Minister of Local Government, because 
his explanation is entirely at variance· with · 
the Objects and Reasons as stated in the Bill. 

- ' 

Now, Mr Speaker, ,what I 'Jlnderst~rid from 
this . Bill is ;thaf the Governor . in Council ' will 
be given power to !suspend any ·council, its 

· President, and Members of that council, and 
replace them with an Administrator who will 
be in charge · of that very council . for . an 
unknown period. (Intermptions). 

Mr Speaker: . I hope you are talking' .t~ 
him through me? (Laught~)'; · · 1 

I , • • , • ' ~ ·' ',i ' o • ' .I 

Mr Amadasun :. He is >presenting ·whaf 
is .not wntten here. . n means you 'aie· having 
an opportunitf '.to -,settle: certain issues after 
dissolving · cotiridls' 'f?e16riging to · the ' Adiori' · 

~· . -. 
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Group. · The fact· is · that . after · dissolving 
counCils belonging to the · Action Group, 
there is trouble in your party and you are 
finding a way to settle these problems; that 
is why ·you have . the effrontery to come here 

· this morning. to this hon. House to give 
reasons which are entirely at vatiance with the 
Objects and Reasons w~itten here in the Bill. 
We ·have been telling you not to make 

. amendments. (Laughter) . . You are warned 
today. Mr Speaker, I am wa~ing him ...... ' 

'· Chief Odebiyi: The hon. Gentleman 
should direct his speech to the Speaker. 

' Mr Amadasun: I am directing my 
speech to the Minister. 

· Now, Mr Speaker, Sir,' we are enjoying 
our second year of independence, and for the 
Government to say now that the accredited 
representatives of a group of people should be 
set aside and be replaced by an Administrator, 

· is against the soul of democracy at this time 
of Nigeria's independence. So th~t, Mr 
Speaker, this very Bill is a very bad new year 
_message to the .People of the Region. 

:I want him to underline what I have said. 
There is 'nothing· in it. It is as damnable as 
any , decision on earth. E'veri, -· Sir, in my 
own - city, a well . constituted council · was 
dissolved two. ,or .thre.e y~ars ago and then 
replaceq with . a, , _Management Committee 
which was as corrupt and as bad as_ anything 
on earth. Sir, what I want the Minister of Local 

• Government tb do now is to see that once a 
council is dissolved or suspend~d there should 
be a new.electi_on, or if that is not practicable. ~ 
then there should be a time limit of, say, 
six or nine months during which the Manage- ' 

· m~nt Committee or the Administrator should 
run the affairs of the-CounciL'· .-The Manage
m,ent Committee should not be left there for 
ever. , It is against the soul of democracy to 
allow ·an · adniini_strator to · do what about .. 
fifty accredited representatives have · been 
doing. 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, with all these very 
lucid explanations . and criticisms, I beg to 
·pppose the BilL 

ti. Chier:F. Oputa-Otutu: .Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise ·on behalf of the Opposition to oppose -
this Bill. The· Local Government Law of 
Western. Nigeria has caused this Region a great 
deal , of money. T};lis · H ouse had been 

· summoned in · the · past to debate an· 
amendment to the Local Government Law. 
Sir,.· experience has shown that, all these 
amendments have· been proposed primarily 
to ptovide a ~achi~ery, or rather, to maintain 

the Action Group Party _in power in the 
West, to dissolve NCNC Councils and set up 
caretaker Committees, or to injec_t traditional 
members-. the so~called puppet traditional 
members-. into local . government councils. 

l, ' r,, ' • 

'.. Mr Speaker: •· · But Action Group-control
led councils have also been dissolved. · 

I ', 

'Chief Oputa~Otutu: · Yes, Sir, but 
NCNC councils · are always .dissolved on 
flimsy excuses in order to take them. over . 

. - I • ' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the whole Local Govern
ment Law of the hon. Alhaji Adegbenro, the 
Minister of Local Government, should be in .. ; 
a dustbin .now. Last June, Sir, the Minister · 
of Local Government assured this honourable , 
House · that local government elections would ··: 
be held · throughout the whole Region. 1 

Within two months of this assurance in this ;' 
House ·he was challenged by a member on · 
this side of the .House that .the Action Group 
had not . the guts to face local government . 
elections . . Today, there are . still niore than 
six loGl=ll government councils, particularly in 
the Midwest, · into which elections had not 

. been held. · 

Mr ·Speaker, Sii-, coming to the Bill itself 
. under. the . Objects and Reasons-With your 

permission,-'Sir, ·I would like to read it-.::.., 
' • ! • ~ • .~ 

. ' ' "Objects and Reasons .. I 

"The main purpose of this· Bill (see clause 
3 thereof) is to amend the Local Govern
merit Law, Cap: 68, by·conferring upon the 
Governor· in Council power to : suspend 
the ·. Presidend and members of a local 
government council 'which has defaulted in 

. the j:>erformance · of any of its statutory 
functions . (other than those under the 
Education -Law, Cap. 34) and appoint 
in . its place an adrriinistrator ·instead of 
taking action iri such a case under section 90 
of the Law which confers.on the Governor 
in .- Cbuncil power . to enforce statutory 
furictions of councils. Upon the admin
istrator ceasing to hold office the hitherto ,, 
suspended - President . and · members will 
resume their offices in the council without 
any new election being held unless, in the 

. case 'of members other than traditional I 

memb~rs appointed directly by the Instru
ment, their terms of office would in the 
meantime ·normally have expired under. 
section 21 of the Law,· or in the case of an 
individual member, unless his_ or her seat 
as an elected, nominated or traditional 
member has in the meantime become 
vacant under · section 22 or section 23. 
·Clause 4 of the Bill contairis a 'consequential 
amendment to section 88 of the Law. ' 

I I 
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[CHIEF 0PUTA-0TUTU] .. The Minister of Health and. SoCial 
"2. Clause 2 is designed to clarify some Welfare (Chief J. 0. Osuntokun): ·Mr 

of .the provisions of section 87 of the Law Speaker, Sir, I just want to .make a . brief 
which relate to the appointment of com- reply to ,the point .raised by the hon. member 
mittees . of management· and administrators for Benin Central. (Opposition Benches: 
and their terms of office." · "Are you the Minister of Local Government?"). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, . I am not ,t:..'le Minister of _ 
Local Govetnment, who ·. ~ventually 'will 
reply to the points raised. I am only 
contributing my own quota to the debate .of . 

, Mr Speaker, Sir, this is strange. It is only 
in the Western Region of Nigeria that, we 'can 
have such things. . .. 

this House. · · 
I . ., . 

The member for Benin ·'Central · said that 
the Minister's speech was at variance ·with 
the Objects and Reasons of the Bill, and~ 
in 'i:ny simple mind, he has r,ot proved it. 
What is the practice today? The practice 
today is that, after a warning, a council. is 
dissolved if that Council does not heed the 

·warning of the Minister of Local Government. 
But now, what' does the. Bill say? · Instead (J.f 
dissolving both innocent · and dishonest 

Mr Speaker: Order! That is imputing members of the Council who ·are usually . 
members of the NCNC ..... _.(Interruptions). ·, 
Now the Minister, instead of dissolving the 

Mr ·speaker, Sir, you will _ agree with me 
that from the reasons . given . under the 
Objects an,d Reasons, · it is obvious . that the 
Minister is only seeking power to suspend any 
council or president and in the interim to 
find means of trying' its members, and · afte:f( 
they have passed his examination he will then 
go back and reinstate them. That is exactly 
what is at the back- of his mind. .. I can 
picture that from his _mind." 

motives. 1 

• , . . . . . . . whole Council, intends to_ suspend either ·all . 
Ch:tef Oputa~Otutu: In ::my event, S1r, ·· the members, inc:luding the President and the' 

that IS my own personal feelmg about these Chairman or certain individual members 
' intentions. Sir, · ~ will s~y that it is· ~-very who might b~ guilty of certain ill-practices . 
. strange law. It 1s .only m Western ~xg_ena I think all reasonable beings will agree;.·:· ... 
that we c~ fi.nd obnoxwus laws of thxs :kmd. (Interruptipns). : Mr Spealu:~r, Sir, . I - shall 
We on thxs s1de o~ the H~use v.:ould. hke_ to give_ an analogy . . For a man who has beeri 
call upon the Premxer .of thxs ~eg1on to repeal sick of headache, the usual remedy had 
what ~ ~woll:ld ~11 ~ts obnoxwus document .. always been a sO'rt of surgicaJ operation:. ~ .. ·: 
called . . :.Lo~al .q-overnm~nt Law". and re- (Interruptions):; .. ; .}Jut - instead of going aH 
place xt,. . S_1_r, ~1th_ one that fits mto 1962 that way; all you heed do nowadays is to mak(! 
mdependent N1gena .. " Every .an;endment to him lie pn.' his bed:for a day or two and treat 
t~e Loc~l Governm~nt Law,. Sir, ha.s. be~n him with Aspii'iri O,t: ,:A.P.C,. .. That is all the 
pro-:ed to. hav~, son:e ,motive b_eh~nd 1t. Bill is sa)r~iig; a11:d ~)hink, as I . said earlier; · 
I w1ll p.o~ say : ~!tenor . I say, S1~, that that reasonable . ~emgs ' blight . to · see the · 
the. ame~dment 1s .unnecessary. _It .1s un- reasonableness of this ~ arrieridinent. " (Opposi-. 
democratic. Wh~t ~~seeks to .do 1s to make_ tion Benches: "Where is the reasonableness?") 

· mc;>st of the counclls xn ~he Regxon to ~ease to I will repeat againl · 'In.stead.of:diss6l~ing the 
cxJ.st, and fo: t?e.m to ex1st only at the pleasure council en masse just like that, the council wlll 
of the Mm~ster. of . Loca~ Governm,ent. be suspended fQr some:1time until the wrong 
T}lere _was a trme 1?- this RegiOn :vhen a local has been -righted, instead of going through a · 
gove~ent counc1l defied certam orders -~f general election, ' wasting time< and energy. 
the Mmxster because such orders were cons1- (Interruptions). : · · 
dered to be undemocratic. How niany of · . . . · . 
these councils today have the effrontery to Mr Speaker, Sir, I ask for. your protection;_ 
challenge any action of the Mini,ster of Local but members on the ·other side of this House 
Government? · lmow that I can always4itb::lck if I w.ant to. 

Mr Speaker, · Sir, let the Action Group 
borrow a leaf from the Federal Government 
Local -Government Law. (Government Ben
ches-" Who mad:" it?") (Mr Oputa-Otutu: 
"I~ has been amended") The Western Nigeria 
Local Government Law is now out-dated and 
considered by all reasonable -and honest 
persons to be a fraudulent document. · · 

~ Speaker, Sir, I beg t.o oppose. 
:.· r · . 

-~ . 

' ' 

Another point which the Member~ - ~or 
Benin Central has made is that the Minister of 
Local Government has oeen guilty of amend- . 
ing the laws always, and often and often, ahd 
that he has alwavs held the view that these 
laws should not J be . amended, that is, the 
laws should be as they are- the laws which 
were drawn up during the days of Metuselah · 
should even remain as they are ...... ~~. 
(Interruptions) . Even, Sir, I shall come 

. .. 

~- . ~ · l 
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fol~ard by saying that amendments to laws 
are extremely ' necessary. In fact, human 
beings themselves change; nature . changes, 
and ,eyen .God amends :His' way. . If I may 
say thts, Str, what I mean by ilature amending 
even its own way is that at certain times of the 
year in a temperate region we have winter, at 
another time we have summer; at another we 
have spring; and · other ·times autumn. But 
in tropical areas sometimes we ·have rain 

. . .. ' 
sometimes we have the. dry season. That is 

· nature amending itself to suit the convenience 
c?f human beings living on the earth. 'Vhy 
is it that we- don't haye rain all the year 
round? 

· Again human beings always amend them-
. selves. In .this I· will · give• one example. 

When the hon. Member for Benin Central, 
Mt; ~adasun, had been .feeding himself on 
lyan . or Eba he might suddenly find
(An G_pposition ,~ember: "What are you saying 
:m thzs House? ) (Jnterruptions)- that it is 

· not particularly ·good for his own health. 

!!'he Member for Aboh West said that . we 
should emulate the ,_Lagos Town Council 
Law. I would like to tell him that it is the 
Action Group which actually enacted that 
~aw. (An Opposition Member: "It has been 

. 'l,lmended')· And then somebody jumped up 
on that stde to say that it has been amended. 
Well, something which is good for the 
NCNC whatever the NCNC does if the 
Action Group does it, they will say' no. If 
their NCNC can amend the Local Govern
~e~t Law in the Lagos Towh Council, why 
1s It that the Action Group Government 
cannot amend its own Law? 

The Memb.er for · Aboh West said that the 
1\:finister of Local Government- (Interrup
twns). He alleged that the Minister is merely 
seeking power in order to take action against 
councils which fall out of favour with him or 
which fail to carry out his instructions. 
Let us agree for the sake of agreement that 
that is the reason. · But is that not still better 
than for the council to be disse>lved outright 

· and to be askecl to face the rigours of another 
election? 

Mr Speaker, Sir, before we came to this 
.House I .thought this Bill . was going to be 
oka_Yed Without any waste of time and energy. 
As _ M embers of the Opposition I am not 
surprised that they began to say all sorts of 
childish and unnecessary things against this 

. Bill. . 

In any case, I beg to support this Bill. 

M~ Speaker: This appears. to ·fie to be a 
convenient time for a short break. · · And 
. I .would Sf!Y this straightaway now; thllt some 
members may like to meet the Member of 
P~rliament from the United Kingdcirri~ne 
of those who went and presented a Mace to 
the Parliame).'lt in Sierra-Leone. 'He is here 
now. He watched us this morning . . We 
c~n then go to the buffet aria probabiy meet 
htm and have a chat with him and know from 
the horse's mouth what ·is going on in the 
Parliament in Great Britain, and · he will tell 
us ~1is opinion about our own Parliament 
here. Under the circumstance, · we should 
have a short break now. · 

· Sitting Sl;lspe~zded at 11.37 a.m. 

, Sitting r~sumed at 12.30 p.m~ ,, 

Mr R.' A. Akinyemi Mr Speaker Sir I 
ris.e, on behalf of the Opposition, . to 

1

opp~se 
this amendment on the following grounds. 
Mr Speaker, -I would like the Minister of 

· Local Government to listen. . · 

Now, . perhaps there has · been enacted a · . 
law, .· ~ provision whereby a management · · 
commtttee and a sole administrator shall · 
be appointed. · Bu~ . the orde~ appointing . 
them has got to spectfy the number of years or . 
months. I can assure you Mr Speaker 

· that the. Minister of Local ' Government hacl 
appointed s~le administrators and manage
men~ <:orru-;uttees for ~ long time without ' 
spectfymg. m the Order how many years or , . . 
how.man~ m~mths. : :·· · <.Z:nterruptions) ....... and ':. 
he 1s brmgmg th1s amendment surrepti- >P 

tiously .to legalise an illegality. And that is · ~· 
why he is bringing this amendment as an' ' ' 
afterthought to legalise an illegality he had · 
committed when he dissolved the NCNC- . . 
controlled councils and · appointed some 
Action Group .: embers at Benin and sole' 
a~minis.trators aL Abe~kuta in order to satisfy 

. ht~ :whims and capnces. Now again, : the 
Mtmster of Health and SoCial Welfare was 
~alking about the question of money: tha:t there 
lS no need for surgical operation when there is 
a p<,:>ssibility of swallowing some pills in order 
t? get well. I can make a ·complete prop;osi
twil or suggestion (may I put it that . way) 
that if the Minister of Local Government · 
finds that, instead . of dissolving councils and 
calling for a new ·election, he will prefer to 
suspend some members, l . can s~ggest 
an avenue · for him. It is possible foF· .him 
to cut his basic allowance of £74 every month ' 
on car . without doing anything on mileage 
on his salary of £3,COO per annum; then I can 
say you will get money to run local council 
elections. Now what is the motive behind 
these amendments every time?· · 
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[MR AKINYEMI] It is taking away the power of dissolution o.f 
I ~~uld submit, with the greatest respect, councils from the Minister or from the 

Mr. Speaker, that it ha~ become the duty of the Governor in Council.· · There · are· times 
· Action Group every time to bring these when it rnay be necessary to suspend instead 

amendments, and they do so only to have a of dissolve councils and, as such, I . should 
loophole through the local councils where the like the opinion of members of the Opposition 

. NCNC has been in control. For instance, · in this House befor:e we put in a vote. 
if tbje lnw ie allow<~ ct to PM~ , th~n wh~t will I am therefore calling on the• Member for 

· happen is that the ·Minister of Local Govern- Benin Central, Mr Oviasu, to speak, and then, 
ment can take his pen and say, "I am dissolv- when we have heard one or two more from 

· ing . Akure District Council", after ejecting that side, Government should wind up. 
·· .. some untraditional : members . there. . The I think that is the opinion of this House 

Leader of the House is here. He is looking (Both sides of' the House indicated assent) . 
. . at me . . ·The Leader _of the House is looking Mr G. 1. Oviasu: Mr Speaker; Sir, having 

· at me. ·' (Laughter). After doing that he will heard the debates by hon. Members I have . 
. go and hand-pick some Action Group "good got to give you six reasons why the Opposi
boys", some people who .lost local council tion is rejecting this Bill. 
elections, and make them' chairmen· of local ., 
councils. · There .is .no need to allow these We onthis side of the House are opposing 
·people to go ~hrough elections. They say "sta- this Bill for the following reasons. The 
tutory laws" because they are paid for their Bill is a classic example of the Western 

· statUtory duties. Wh'atarethe statutory duties? Region's lawlessness or a way of trying .to 
They are devised; The Minister of Local ride- 'rough-shod of the law. I a~ going ·to 
Government can .take up his pen only to · explain that. .. · 

-satisfy his whims and capdces at the expense It is a matter for regret that when justice· 
of the people and. say' this _is another statutory·· is in the hands of those who perpetuate evil, 
duty ~ and another . council is dissolved there is nothing we can do but crave for 

·: ~or a ·long time, the NCNC is tired of the fairness. This Law, or this Bill, which we 
Minister of Local Government, and at times are being . asked to pass into Law, shows · 
we have decided to call him the Minister of clearly how cleverly, too, this Region can 
Dissolution and ,not : the · Minister of Local break its own law . . It i.s clear to you, Mr 
Goverriment-(Laugh~er)-· because we have Speaker, Sir, that in !shan Division, for 

· bee11 able .to know how many local councils instance, there are eight councils which have 
he has been able to dissolve during this short already been suspended. They were . 
span of time; . and furtherrn.ore, that is the suspended before this Bill was made, and, · 
greatest difficulty which is confronting the as one of the previous speakers has said, this 
Government of the Western Region today-· Bill seeks to legalise what is already existipg .. 
the Minister of Local Government has been (Shouts of "Shame! shame!" from .Government 
responsible for all ·its ramifications. benches). . · ,: · . 

. \Ve of the ... Opposition, therefore, are 
opposing this amendment on these grounds, 
and we feel that we are not going to allow the 
Action Group Government of the Western 
Region to continue to use the local govern
ment instrument . as an instrument of oppres
sion and persecution against our people; 

· and the time has come now when we must tell 
them clearly. (Chief 'odebiyi: "They have . 
'Won already".) If the Minister of Finance and 
Leader of the House is not careful, and he . 
continues to heckle me, 'I shall retort with · 
all the force at J?Y disposal. (Laughter). 

I would say that we on this side of the 
Hou~e ar~ opposi~g this amendment . . 
:' ' . .; . ,; ~ . ·. . . 
· Mr· Speaker.: I would like the .debate 
to he -conducted in a sort of decorum befitting 
this honourable House, and hon. Members 
should understand the theme of the Dill. 

Seven or eight Councils in !shan Division ·· 
have been suspended. There is no p·ower in 
the Local Government Law empowering 
the Governor in Council, otherwise the 
Minister of ~cal Government, to do so. 
That is my first point. 

The second point is that · this Bill is un
democratic, because in this case the prosecu'tor 
is also the judge: . Section 87 of the Law 
refers. The prosecutor is also the judge. 
Wherein lies the principle of democracy? 
I have to embody in my points, Mr Speal{er, 
Sir, that these councils are usually suspended 
or d;ssolved before formal enquiries, so that 
the person. who is accusing the council .of not 
carrying out its statutory func;:tion is also :the 
person who is sitting in judgment over the 
council. · · 

The third reason, Mr Speaker, Sir is that 
these measures which are being proposed here 
today are in no way to help tQ check corrup-· 

.. 
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tion. (Interruptions). It is in no · way to 
in~ulcate a sense of responsibility in the 
Minister, whom I shall tell you later is. the 
seat of many questionable activities (Fire! 

. fire!). 

. Law empowers the Governor in Council to 
force any council ·to perform certain specific 

. duties in which it has failed~ (Interr,uptions). 
If this Bill is passed, Mr Speaker, it will be a 
dangerous weapon in the hands of the 'Law . 
Officers and they will use it to finish the few 
existing NCNC supporters. ' 

. The fourth point, Sir, is that this Bill does ·· 
in no way state the time limit for the suspen
sion or dissolution of any district council. 

Then · the sixth <and last . reason, Sir, why 
we are opposing this Law is-I ask a question: 
What is really the motive force behind the 
bringing out of this · Bill? ' There are many 
types of motive. The first type of motive is · 
called the dynamic motive, the second motive ·· 
is the "end motiv~. The dynamic. motive 
always precedes the end motive, but the end · " 
motive should sublimate . the dynamic J 

motive. Iri this case, the dynamic motive 
behind this Law is, purely. based on ego. 
(Interruptions). This Bill which constitutes a 
flagrant violation of democracy 1s purely · a 

. This is a fragrant violation of section 87, 
sub-section .(2), of the Western Region Local 
Government Law. Very often, Sir, many 
councils have been dissolved· or suspended. 
The Minister .of Local Government has not 
had the goodness or the sense of justice to 
state clearly in the Dissolution Order that its 
management committee or sole administrator 
shall rerpain for so loD;g. But, in hiw, it is 
stated that where a cominittee'~of management 
or administrator ·is appointed, the term of 
office. of the members of the Committee or 
the administrator shall be stated. The term 
of. . office of administrator or management 
c()mmittee has never been stated in the orders. 
The Benin Coupcil was dissolyed in 1960 ; 

. new elections were held all over · Western 
Region on 16tl1 May, 1961. The management 
comrriittee has had its time extended and will 
hold its seat there. In · Aniocha District 
Council in Asaba Division, . which was 
dissolved over two years .ago, there was no 
time limit stated· in the order, and there are so 
many ·'other councils which have been dis- . 
solved . and which, for political convenience, 
have not got democracy and justice to respect 

· their own law. Section 87 . is not made by 
Oviasu. (Laughter from the .. Opposition. 
benches). It is a . threat on democracy, Mr 
Speaker, that we· should be treated in this way, 

. and ' the Government ought to be ashamed of 
th~inselves: · · · .• - · 

. . . . : . ~ . 

The Premier, too, ought to feel some sense 
of humour in him that he should allow one 
man to • misuse him and his Government. 
The Premier and his Government should be 
charged fcit . conspiracy ' against . democracy . • 

·For the p'urpose, undemocratic suspension, 
· Mr Speaker, · Sir, 'is' synonymous with dis

solution, because there is nothing in this Bill 
preventing ~ · the · Minister · from extending 
suspension 'over three . years; even if we all 
know that the .life of a council is only three · 
years. · (Interruptions). · 

My fifth reason for opposing this Bill is 
that the Minister of Lo~al Government has 
not given a satisfactory reason to explain why 
he· and· his · Government ceased to evade 
se.ction 90 of the Law. Section 90 of the 

dynamic m,otive. · 

And ,now, to come nearer home.' I 'will 
still explain it. ·The Minister is guilty of 
what the psychologists describe as "rationali-

. sation". The reason he· gave here for 
bringing this Bill is not the reasoi):. A boy 
one day saw a snake. He ran ·as fast as he · 
could. The mother asked him: "Why do · 
you run so fast?" . The· b .oy said: "No 
mammy, I' am not' afraid, I am only testing 
my legs to see how ·· fast I dm run". That' 
reason which he has given is a rationalisation. 
But his main reason was that he was afraid· 
of the · snake. (Interruptions). What is in 
,the mind of the · Minister for b.ringing this 
Bill? I will tell you. Why· does he · choose 
to rationalise? We all know, Mr Speaker, 
Sir, hqn. Members of this House know, that 
the Minister of Local · Government· is · 
suppressing a sincere fear~ (Interruptions) . . 
He. is further in hell fire in his constituency. 
They have passed a motion of ''no confidence'' 
in him. The Egba-Owode District Council 
recently passed a vote of no confidence in him; 
(Interruptions). In some of the councils . 
controlled in Egba Division; ·~e · know, Sir; 
that, · as I have said, although~he dissolves 
some Action Group Councils, ': he does it .. 
officially, . in necessity. ·,Hut th~re is one in 
which he has ' said that all of the·· councillors 
are corrupt: that was in Egba. The council
lors said to him: "You say ' ~e are corrupt; 
rem'ember when you point . one fing~:~;, at 
somebody, three are already pointing towards 
you.'' . Even the Secretary of the Council 
has. put him to court. ("Shame, shame".) 
That ~as why they told the ,lion: Minister of 
Local Government that he is the source of 
the corrupt practices. We know of Ministers 
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who do not allow councils to insert in the 
Estimates any vote for the . purchase of 
tippers and tractors so that their own might 
be hired for the use of the Council. (1 1 Shame, 
shame"). 

Mr Speaker: This appears to be a 
specific charge, and I think, if it is directed to 
anybody, that person can be answerable for his 
action, not in this House, but somewhere else, 
and, f!S such, I would like the hon. Gentle
man not to impute motives to the behaviour 
ot .. to the actions ofthe Minister or anybody 
in this House. , But if the motive is a good 
one, well it . is quite a - different thing. 
(Interruptions). 

·· Chief Odebiyi: Excuse me~ Sir. · Stand
ing Order No. 27 (6). The hon~· Member 
is imputing motive oh the Minister of 
Local Government who is the only authority 
that can approve Estimates of .Local Govern
ment Councils, and he has got to do that 
on a substantive motion; if he cannot do 
that, he . ought to withdraw his personal 
speech. 

Mr Speaker: · Order. I was not t:~naware 
of the provisions of this Standing Order, but 
the hon. · Gentleman did not direct his 
statement to the Minister of Local Govern
ment. (Interruptions). · 

Mr Oviasu: ' Mr Speaker, Sir, I was 
trying to prove it. I am still saying it, as my 

'·.: sixth and last, reason, , that the motive of 
- : .. ·. bringing this Bill to this .House is to restore 

his unseated councillors in those areas very 
well known to him. (Interruptions). 

Mr Spe~ker, Sir, for ,the reasons I have 
stated above, we Members of the Opposition 
oppose this Bill. !5. 

. I ' ' 
· .Mr F. H. Utomi: I really, till last year, 
had my sympathy for the hon. Minister of 
Local- Government. But, like _the Napoleon· 
of old, whose soldiers, we were told, deserted 
him when abstention was useless, I say boldly 
that I have actually lost my sympathy for the · 
hon. · Minister of Local Government because 
his Ministry is . a liability to the Western 
Region Government. (Interruptions). 

We originally sympathised with him 
because, then, we were in a pioneer stage; 
but now .we still advance. I would say it 
is high time that justice, honesty and sweet 
nationalism should be introduced into the 
councils. I look into this Bill from two 
aspects. One: It ·is to. have an opportunity 
to settle . internal disaffection in Act.i.on 
Group-controll!'!d 'Councils and then reinstate·· 
them. Two ...... (Interruptions). 

· \ . 

Mr Speaker: Order, Order. ·· I beg your 
pardon. You· mean that is your opinion o r 
thut is the motive you thinlt i!~ behind it?" · 

Mr Utomi: My opinimi.. 

Mr Speaker: Well that opmwn should .. 
be withdrawn. (Interruptions) ._ 

Mr Utomi: It is the motive. 

Mr Speaker: Hon. 'Gentleman, when \Ve 
say a word here or a sentence, I think we 
could know that it has been made once, so 
that we don't have to repeat it. Well, I have 
told an hon. Gentleman that this . imputation 
of motive is against our own Standing Orders 
and perhaps you will agree with me and, 
having spoken on it at some length, I think 
we had better not repeat ourselves. And. 
that is why I urge the hon. Gentleman to 
withdraw that particular statement of his 
because it· has been said once and we have . 
concluded that it is improper. 

Mr Utomi: I withdraw. We have got 
what we call clean intentions, and then the 
intention to destroy. · 

. 'V'ell, in my first aspect, I said before that 
the intention I suspect is to have the opportun
ity to settle matters within a particular camp 
and then re-appoint them ·again to offices . . 
In the second aspect particularly that of 
controlling a council, it is to give opportunity 
to those who have go11e in wit}.1out a ceitifi'cate 
of the electorate to control the council, and, 
here now, I quote the Aniocha District Coun
cil as an example. This Council, if I am not 
mistaken, and if I am also asked to present a 
record, has been commended by the Ministry 
as the best council in the \Western Region . 
manned by b·rains, nationalists, self-sacrificing 
gentlemen from the NCNC. . !"or the sake of 
a handful of di~gruntled gentlem~n who ev~ry 
day s·ent delegations to Ibadan and so trymg 
to split the Council area-hot that there :Was 
any charge of maladministration or in·- . 
efficiency or inability . to col,lect tax, or 
corruption- an · enquiry was · set to this 
Council, only to see the possibility of splitting 
it. Till today, 'the Report of the Commission · 
has not been released. But, however, as 
sources very close to the Ministry and to the 
Party revealed, it is said that ·there was no 
need for the split, and then this Council yvas 
dissolved only with a view to splitting it, and 
the Committee appointed comprised members 
of one Party, that is the Action Group. (Inter
ruptions). I make , bold to say that the 
Chairman of this Committee was imprisoneq 
in Ibadan. The Chairman · of the Manage
ment Committee of the Aniocha District 

"' 

. . ~-
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The Council has been dissolved because [MR UTOMI] , . 

-· they have actually committed the Government ·Council went to - Ibadan three times for 
forgery. About 90 per cent of the members 
of the Management Committee are jail-birds. 
("Shame, shame''). 'We left this · Council 
with a reasonable asset. (Interruptions). 
But when the Management Committee was 
dissolved, it had only a balance of £2. 
A Sole Administrator appointed in two 
days . discovered that · 3 20 members of the 
Action Group who were assessed £1 17s 6d 
refused to P5lY their tax because they arc 
party members, and then 400 people were _ 
exempted when we ......... . (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: I beg your pardon ; I should 
like to know what what you are saying has 
got to do w~t.h the Bill. (Opposition Members: 
':Local Government, Local Got !ernment"). 

That is t:h.e . motive that ·the ·Standing 
Order says we should not impute. (Inter
ruptions). 

Mr Utomi: It is an opportunity for me to 
expose all that we · see pni.ctically in the 
Provinces about local government. These 
Appointment Committees are an apology. 
(Interruptions). When my Council was dis
solved we got ourselves satisfied with the old 
Local Government Law that no Management 
Committee can last more than. six months; 
it has lasted for two years. ("Shame, shame"). 
But then, this is my fear. · Although the Sole 
Administrator ceased to hold office, he yielded 
to' the hitherto twelve suspended President 
and members who resumed their offices in 
the Council without any new election being 
held; unless, in the case of members other 
than traditional members as quoted directly 
by the· instrument, the terms of office would 
in the meantime normally have expired 
under section 21 of the Law, or, in the case 
of an individual member, unless his or her 
seat as an elected, nominated or traditional 

· member has in the meantime become vacant 
under section 22 or 23. Imagine now, if 
they are allow.ed, by the end of the tenure 
of office of the Sole Administrator to go back, 
they have ruined and impoverished the area. 
Well, here is a point which must be given 
serious consideration. l think that the best 

. way to sound the opinion of the public is by 
election. We do not care whether the 
Action Group control the Council provided 

. they get a certificate of the electorate, or 
whether · the NCNC control the Council if 
've win the election. That is my point. 
But, from our own practical experience, it 
set~ms, at least in the Provinces, that _the 
Ministry' of Local Government · back$ up 
riff~raffs and moribund people:· 

- they have actualfy .committed the Ministry. 
Delegations upon delegations! Imagine the 
Aniocha District Council balancing £2. 
Imagine the Asaba Divisional Council which 
was controlled ·by the NCNC for seven years, 
balancing £12. You could just imagine that! ·· 
("Shame, shame"). And as this was the 
protest ever sent to the Minister, I appreciate, 
as I said before, he has got his .handicaps. 
But, when he risks his own personality his 
prestige, in the interest of the Governn;ent 
well, I am afraid, I do not know towards what 
ill move he will incline: whether it will lead to 
pacifism, anarchism· or to . death. The 
Governor in Council, if satisfied that it is 
necessary, may, by a subsequent order 
revoke · the appointment of a · Committee of 
Management and appoint in its place an 
Administrator or revoke the appointment of 
the Administrator ~nd appoint in his place a 
Committee of Management already· popularly 
rude. ("Shame, shame"). 

I am afraid, Sir., \his is a· subtle move to 
..,eon;:rol Councils, so that I ,recommend one 
~ ·p.ggestion: When a . Council is · dissolved 
oecause it is corrupt, is inefficient, unable to 
collect taxes, unable to have autonomous 
sense of responsibility, why not order an 

· electio?, so th~t if it is the Action Group 
that wtll rule, tt may rule, provided it is the 
choice of the people? If it is the NCNC let 
it control the Council, if it is the choice of 
the people. · 

With this, Mr Speaker, Sir, I oppose 
the Bill. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: Mr Speaker · Sir, 
I am not at 'all surprised at the attitude of 
the Members of the Opp'osition to · this Bill 
because, always, when an Amendment 
ho~ever: reasonable, is brought before th~ 
House,_ on the Local Government Law 
the attitude of the Opp.osition: has alway~ 
been that there is an ulterior motive behind it. 
(Interruptions). " 
. . I would like to reply briefly, Mr Speaker 
Str, and I would like to ~ention, ' Sir, 'that 
I am appealing to ;Members of the Opposition 
to listen to my replies to the, points which they 
have raised. It is only cowardice that can 
lead a person to ha~e his own opportunity 
and to refuse to hear the other side. · Not 
only cowardice; it is injustice. I remember 

_that on one occasion Mr Speaker Sir, the 
Member for Benin West put before the 
House- that was at the last ' sitting of the 
House- certain unfounded · allegations against 
the Minister of Local Government, and by 
the time I got up to give him back, . this hon. 

)' 
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[ ALI-IAJI AnEGBJi:NRO] 
Memb~r for Benin Central got up, · pack~d 
ana. went away. What can you call that? 
Cowardice. (Laughter). And now that he 
i~ here, I will hear a little more of what he is 
going to say. Again, Sir, I appeal to 

r Members on the other side to listen can;fully 
~'! . to my replies to the points which they 

have raised. ·: 
' 

. The · Member . for Benin Central, Mr 
· Amadasun, had indicated that the purpose 

. behind the presentation of an Amendment 
·. to1 this Bill is , to effect a settlement to party 

·· disputes in the rank and file of the Action 
Gt;oup, and that 'the Bill is intended to wipe 
out the few NCNCers in the Western Region. 
This is also the view held by the ....... .. (Inter

. ntptions). : The existing Law provides• for the 
dissolution of councils . but this one is an 
a'ddition; so that . where it is found by the 
Governor ih Council that the offence com .. 
:ffiitted .by a council does not justify dissolu
tion, the Governor in. Council may suspend 

·- the council for ·some period and ·allow · it 
to run ...... .. (Interruptions). But the point I 
want t~ mention, ,'.~ir;, i's 'that the Bill, \vhen 

. passed mto Law, ·cannot have a retrospective 
effect. r After all,' the. Bill still goes to the 
House. of Chiefs tomorrow, and I can assure 
Members that the· Bill when passed into Law 
will not have a retrospective effect. (Inter-
ruptions). · · · · 

. . ' . ' . l 

. ~ The, Member fdr 'Aboh West, my .friend 
Mr Oputa-Otutu, ~Has referred to six councils 
which have been 'dissolved because they got 
orders of the Minister of Local Government. 
But unfortunately~ Sir, ;he failed to indicate 
whicH Councils .... .. (Interruptions). If I am 
right, ' he ·said that the orders were given 
by: the . Mit,lister and, therefore, they were 
dissolved, and that this ' is an opportunity for 
me to restore theni when this Law is passed. 
The same answer to that is · that that cannot 
happen :under .· the · present Law. When 
passed, · the · Law will not have a retrospective 
effect. (Interruptions.) 

,; . ' '· 1.. ' 

· The Member for Ikeja: has. ·not actually 
said anything that is worthy of note. The 
only point he made is that we are trying to 
legalise. illegal'ity. Well, I am ·not a lawyer, 
and I do not lalow what is 'meant by legality. 

. (Laughter). · ·My friend, Mr Akinyemi, knows 
that I have trained people that are even 
better. (Interruptions). · · 

.. \ 

The han. Member for Ikeja made a point 
about , the Akure District Council: that .the 
Akure District ,. Council has . recently been 
...... (Interruptions). • · It is unfortunate, Mr
Speaker, Sir, that my friend the Member for 

Akure is not here, pecause · he .can testify to 
this. Well, if there is anywhere today where 
the acts of the Acti.on· Group Government 
6f the Western Region have been approved 
as being helpful in restoring peace, · law and 
order, it is in Akure. (L'aughter.) For the 
information of my friend, I say that if there 
is any place in the Western . Region today 
in this year .of ou~ Lord, nineteen hundred· 
and sixty-two,-(Laughter)_:_:where the · 
Action Group-controlled Governinent . of 
the Vvestern Region has workec1 to restore 
peace, law and order, that place isAkure. 

i shall let you know, Sir, that I ha~~ here 
with me a letter dated the 14th of January, 
1962 ("Read it, read it"). This letter was 
signed by all the 1members of the NCNC in 
the Akure District Council. The letter was 
addressed to the .Chairman of the NCNC 
Western Working Committee, Ibadan. With 
your permission, I would like to read it, Sir. 
It is only one paragraph. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: I allow you . to read the 
letter. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: . 
"Sir, we beg to inform you that we are 

resigning from the NCNC and declaring 
for the Action Group in accord.mce .with 
the wishes ·of our supporters and · for the . 
unity and progress of Akute Division". 
The letter was sent to the chairman of the 

NCNC Working Committee, copied to the 
News Editor, NBC, lbadan, and copied· to 
the Min,ister of Works and Transport, Ibadan. 
The letter . came to me,, just this morning. 

. I have only read this piece for information, 
and my. friend says, he now knows this for 
the first time. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to associate 
myself with the views put forward ·by: my 
friend from Asaba South (Mr Utomi: :\' I have 
not spoken · a,.,ything) . . The two . views were 
expressed by ' my friend, Mr . Utomi, and by 
my. other friend Mr Oviasu. , · Mr , Oviasu 
stated that eight councils in. Ishan Division . 
were ·suspended whereas the Minister of 
Local Government has not had the power 
until this Bill is passed. into Law, and that 
I dissolved the eight councils even though 
I have not got the power. It is unfortunate 
that some people who arrogate to themselves 
leadership of their JYeople always fight . shy 
wh'en trouble looms high into the horizon in 
their areas of jurisdiction. Mr Oviasu claims 
to be a leader in Benin Province but when 
trouble started iri Ishan . Division he was 
hiding away in communist countries. He 
fled the . country . when houses . were bejng 
burnt down, when the people were being 

. . ~-
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kill~d · and all types of crimes were being 
perpetrated in !shan Division in . Benin 
Province. The hon. Minister --of Economic 
Planning and Community Development who 
~as then deputising for the hon. Premier 
asked me to rush down to I shan Division and 
try to bring peaceful settlement in an attempt 
..... . (What attempt?) (Interruptions). The 
exercise which I performed in !shan was only · 
to try to restore peace-(lnterruptions)-and 
if he thinks · that I have not answered his 
question, he has the right to challenge me to 
bring me down to the points 'he has made. 
(Lt;Lughte,'). · In that situation, it occurred to 
me that I should call a meeting of the two 
major political parties .of the · NCNC ·and 
the Action Gn;mp in that Division to reason 
together and see whether, they l!ould not come 
to a peaceful settlement. ·Both the NCNC 
and the Action Group ·put up their views 
-and we came to the conclusion that · a peace 
committee ought to be set up to go round 
together in a van' supplied by the Police and 
that they should appeal to their supporters 
that peace should· be maintained· at all costs; 
and, in order to maintain peace both parties 
agreed·-itwas not an order from my Ministry 
-that councils should be suspended. It was 
an agreement between the two parties in an 
open · meeting ·that the activities of local 
councils should ·stand still for a time and 
that: committees of the . councils shall go 
ahead . working, but that council meetings 
should . be suspended until peace is actually 

· ·restored in the Division ..... ~ (Interruptions). 
Dr Okojie who led .· the NCNC delegation 
has my respect, Mr Speaker, Sir, because 
he is unlike the· unreasonable elements on 
the other side. (Withdra~, withdraw). 

Mr Speaker: • l-Ie is tali{ing of elements 
ar;td _riot persons: . (Laughter): '· · · · 

Alhaji Adegbenro: · Qr Okojie agreed 
without any' reservation · that that would · be · 
the best solution. ' · 

.. I . have since .· received · a letter · from Dr · 
Okojie saying that he was very grat~ful 
towards the . attitude of Government and to . 
the settlement which I have arranged, and 
also that peace . has been restored in I shan 
Division~ I say this in' answer to the request 
made · by Mr Utomi, Member for Asaba 
South, ~o the effect that the Ministry did not 
order suspension, ·nor myself . 

. The next point he .made·is that the terms of 
office of . any dissolved council-. (Opposition · 
Benches: Suspended Council)- are not indi- · 
cat~d .- and that the amending Bill which is · 
being 'proposed is to empower the Governor 

in Council to prolong th~ ·terms of office of an 
Administrator. May I say, quite frankly~ 
that I have no apology for bringing the clause 
into this Bill, because if councils are ·to be 
judged. by the acts of thos~ who control them 
and· those who are leading the .councils, it is 
only the Governor in Council ·who is com
·pctent to. determine, at what: stage the wrong 
that has been done is -righted, and no other 
body · could be regarded as competent. 
After all, that is one of the cardinal principles. 
of government. People have· talked about 
fluctuations in terms of office: in the past, the 
Govern111et:J.t has not indicated that, and so on 
and so forth. In order to regularise that 
position, and to remove 'any anomaly, that 
particular clause has been inserted. 

. ·" . . 

To the allegation of lVIr Oviasu that Benin ..:l 
Council was dissolved and that a. Management · · · 
Committee 'was set up and no. election was 
being contemplated .by Gov~rnment, . may 
I say that I am thinking of no election in that 
particula.r constituency. He can go back 
home and tell them. I will tell them why. · 
Before the Council , ~as .dissolved, serious. 
allegations of fraudulent practices against the 
Chairman of the Council who is the _Member 
for Benin Central West, and also leading 
members of the Colincil were made. (Shouts 
of "Shame! ShameC). I must take imme
diate steps . to see·' ~hat the damage was. 
removed. But I could not 'believe that a 
man in my friend's position could be accused 
of that. Therefore,' I shovld conduct an 
impartial · enquiry into his .. activities. I 
appointed a very senior officer of my Ministry~ . 
who is a very efficient offl.c~!'' to go to Benin 
and conduct the enquiry. .' fle, also invited 
three other senior. members of the Local 
Government . Divisional Office, to . assist him. 
I brought the findings of thi~· small enquiry 
in~o this House ~nd I read -it on the day my 
fnend left. In there; my friend was castigated 
and one o.f the d~sclosures was that he, being a 
Chemist.and Druggist, was in the habit of 
s-upplying drugs and · dressing~_ to the Benin 
Council. I can understand that, that being 
his profession. (Opposition Benches: "Answer 
questions put to you".) (Government Benches.
"Are you worried?"). He · did not limit his· 
activities to the supply of drugs and dressings. 
but extended them to ·the · supply of hoes, · 
spades, . etc. (Interruption.) And what is.' 
more .... . .... (Opposition Benches: "And. what 
is dishonest about that?). · . 

., 

Mr Oviasu: On point of. Order. Order 
30 (1). Debate upon any Motion, Bill or, 
Amendment shall be 'relevantto such Motion. 
etc. (Interruptions). · 
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Mr Speaker: · Order, order. The debate does not matter whieh party controls ~ the 
so far is relevan't to the dissolution of the council and it does not matter in what 
Benin Council. (Hear, hear). · p'articular Division the Council is- I· will -

Alhaj i Ad~gbenro: I told 'him that I 
have no apology . for not conducting an 
election into the Benin District Council. In 
fact, the damage which he and his Council 
have done to that Council will take a long 
time to repair. I "~ould say Sir, that even if 
he supplies all · these things, · we may 

. still · excuse him. We are magnanimous on 
th,is side of the.House, but the most damnable 
act is that the prices quoted by the supplier 

. ;were such that can never see the li~t of day, 
· and in the Benin City Council area, you have 
the provincial - medical stores ·where the 
·council purchases its drugs anq, instead of 
buying from firms and dealers who will sell 
wholesale to . the Council, my friend prefers · 
to go to the .retailers to buy, and then he 
supplies, so that the cost to the Council of 
the bedsteads was then considered to be four 
times the normal price in the local market. 
That is what" the Commission of Inquiry 
found. I brought the file here, and I read 
the whole thing to the House, but he could 
not wait because he ·spoke with, venom 
that day. .Now .that he is here, I think, for 
his advantage and , for the benefit of his 
colleagues,_ he should go back and tell them 
that I refuse on the· floor of this House to 
conduct an election. into the Benin Council; 
but if I see signs of repentance, signs of good 
behaviour, signs of honesty; I wili certainly 
ask the hon. -Premier· to let me do so. (Hear, 
hear). . · 

Mr Speaker, Sir> the. la~'t. speaker spoke 
about · Egba . Council. He .. even concluded 
that I 'am no longer popular in that constitu
ency. Mr Speaker', I . ani not prepared to 
reply to that. · I will bless my star any .day 
I am rich enough and wealthy enough to buy 
a lorry or even a tipper, and I will .hless my 
star if I see .my bank return and I am not in 

. red. . I will even invite him to a dinner to 
show that I am now_ swimming . in wealth. 

· I .will take his comnients as a prayer for my 
further. success. · 

'.( ~· . 

·~} Mr . Speak~r: . "In other words, you say 
the allegation is not true. 

}i,.. ! ' ( 

· Alhaji Adegbenro: May. I say," Sir, ..... . 
(Interruptions). . The han. Members must 
. de~elop an attitude of give and take. You 
have given; you must be prepared to take 
back. . I tell you why councils were dissolved. 

. as long as I remain, by the grace; of the 
the Prerriier, the ' .Minister ·of Local 

I will . look with ·disfavour- it 

look with disfavour upon any Council that 
develops an attitude of dishonesty or corrup
tion; and any·council which flouts the auth
ority of Government as represented by _ all 
Ministers in this Cabinet. Therefore, if I 'can 
dissolve the Benin City Council because of its 
malpractices, what argument _ have I not to , 
dissolve Councils iu the Egba Division which 
are in debt and are · not run in the way 
Government expects them to be run'; simply 
because I am an Egba? · That is the last thing 
I will do. I think I have been able, through 
the co-operation of the Cabinet, headed by 
the Premier, to discharge that duty even 
though it is a painful duty for me to perform. 
I would like to repeat that I enjoy the 
confidence and also the prayers of my people 
in Egba Division today. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move the Second 
Reading of t~e Amendment Bill. 

Question put. and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read the· Second time and 

committed to a Committee of the zvhole Ho._use. 
Bill immediately considered zn Committee. 

... (In the Committee). 
Clauses 1 to 4 agre~d to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.) 
Bill reported zvithout amendment, _read th~ · 

Third time and passed. 
OFFICIAL OATI:IS (Al\:fENDMENT) 

BILL-· SECOND READING 
01·der for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Justice a n d Attor ney
General (Mr S. 0 . Ighodaro): Mr Speaker 
Sir, I would be · insulting the intelligence · of 
this House .if I were to make any elaborate 
speech on the necessity for · the introduction 
of this amendment. The amendment itself 
is self-explant\tory; it generates no contro
versy, and I am sure that ho one would doubt 
the· logic or the wisdom of making it possible 
for those · who · will sit ·with magistrates at 
Juvenile Courts to .take the same Oaths as 
Magistrates. 

I beg to move .. . 

Ch ief Odebiyi : . I beg to second. : 
Question pr()posed. · .. 
M r Akinyemi: I · am not . opposing the 

Motion. I beg to support. 

M r Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
Opposition does not oppose this Bill, but 
I must. sound a note of warning to the hon . 
the Minister of Justice and Attorney-General 

; I 
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[MR · AMADASUN] Question proposed. 
and· his ·men that, next time, ·they should be 
very careful about the way they punctuate, 
because lack of punctuation and lack of 
co-operation has broughf this big difference. 

· Alhaji Adegbenro: On behalf of my 
colleagues on this siCle of the House, I · 
welcome the views· expressed by members of 
the Qpposition and-

. Mr Aki~yemi: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
Minister is saying something else. We are 
riot opposing this Bill, since we have decided 
to support. . First, the Mover happens to be 
one of the people who gave me the opportunity 
to be· able to oppose the Action Group .from 
the floor of this House (Laughter). That is 
why I don't heckle him. I; am happy the 
Premier is here, and he will see that we are ... 
(Laughter and interrup~ions). 

Mr Speaker: The statement by the 
Minister of Local Government does not 
necessarily appear to - be meant for hon. 
Members, because they are no juveniles. 
They are adults. · 

Mr A. T. Rerri: Mr Speaker, Sir, we have 
been told that the Opposition is not opposed 
to this Bill, and I want it noted, because some 
members of the Government Back Benchers 
m~y have been in the habit of thinking that the 
NCNC Opposition has formed the habit of 
opposing every Bill. We do not oppose Bills 
for the sak~ of opposing. , This is a good Bill, 
and the unanimity with which the Opposition 
supports the Mover of the Motion ought 
to convince the Speaker and the Leaqer of 
this House that the NCNC Opposition is a 

·very constructive one and will support any 
good Bills. But certainly it will oppose . any 
opposable Bills. 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly ~ead the Second time and 

-_ committed to a Committee of the whole House. 
Bill immediately considered-in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) · . 
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker ~esumed the 'Chair.) 
Bill reported without amendment, read the 

Third time and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr Ighodaro: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the House do now adjourn. 

Chief Osuntokun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to support. · 

.. 
Appointment of nomina~ed Female 

Members to Local Councils . 
\ 

Mr P. V. Okwesa: Mr · Speaker, Sir; 
very often we on this side of the House are " 
left wondering as to . whether Government 
is always serious in. its policy statements. 
I cannot deal in detail with the many_ points 
which have made me say this. I shall take 
one example. I am referring to the appoint
ment of nominated female members of local 
councils. During ,the l~st Budget ·S<;:ssion; 
a Bill was passed into law for women to be 
nominated into local councils iu spite of 
vehement opposition by Members of the 
Opposition. Now, before the Premier left 
on his recent tour pf Europe and America, he 
made one statement. He said that the 
appointment of nominated female memb~rs 
of local councils will reflect the strength of 
. every political party represented in the local 
council. Now, how can that be possible 

. without consultation with leaders of 'each 
political party? Up to now, the leaders of 
the NCNC have not been taken into consulta
tion before ~~- ointing women .to -local 
councils. I ca1..' mention three names of 
Action Group women who have already .; 
begun to dance and rejoice in my own district 
that they have been appointed Action Group
nominated members for the N dosimili 
District Council. The worst of all is that 
these three women come from the same town. 

Now the NCNC has larger elected 
membership in the.Ndosiriiili District Council 
but the three women · who ·have been . tipped 
for •the local council, ·and who have been 
recommended to the Ministry of Local 
Government are ·all Action Group women 
and I am sure that if we keep quiet, . one. day 
these women will appear in the Gazette, and 
the decision · will be that of the Governor ·in 
Council! When -will the Mini!)ter 'of Local 
Government, or the Premier,· consult the 
local NCNC leader,s in each district counCil 
area so as to know which and which women 
and which party- will have the greater number 

· of these nominated ,women, if they are really 
coming into the' council? I think it is th~ 

· leaders that will be consulte'd and not the 
local council leaders alone. NCNC -local 
leaders should be consulted, especia~ly where . 
the NCNC controls the greater majority of 
the · elected membership of a council. But · 
that is not done, and there· must• be some 

·· source through which · these women :have 
heard that they are ·going to he nominated; 
and if it. is approved- r know · that · their 
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names have been sent to the Ministry of Local 
Government and they have been assured by 
their local leaders ·and that is why they are 
rejoicing-· now · I · must stress th~t if we 
continue to keep quiet like this, their names 
are going to be gazetted and they will be 
the nominated women to the council. I say 
this because that. has been the case with. 
traditional members; 'where Action Group 
members are the only · members q\lalified to 
be traditional members, NCNC members 
are never. qualified to be traditional members. 
N.ow that we · have . to nominate women, they 
wlll soon be the Qnly women qualified to be 
nominated women. 

Well, I have made the point that it is 
understood ' that : it?- the case of my own 
District Council area, three women come 
from the . same town .. 1 think this is a very 
bad . distribution.· ........... (Interruptions from 
Government Benches). I want my points to 
be well understood: that is why I craved· for 
the iD;dulgence of ~r Speaker to make them. 

,. 

· .~lhaji Adegbenro :· Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I gave my consent to my hon. Friend raising 
this point when he told me this morning, 
because I found .out that he was completely 
out of touch with his party leaders and that 
it would be · of tremendous advantage· to those 
of his men on the other side to know· the 
exact position of the nomination of women 
into the · councils. He has exhibited his 
ignorance. of the arrangements. being made to 
this effect; in other words, to 'implement the 
assurance already given by the hon. Premier 
th~t nomination of women by the Governor 
in Council would certainly reflect the political 
strength of all parties in the district councils, 
and therefore there will be no bid ~t all to 
make nominations with a view to enhancing 

· the political strength in any council. 
. ' 

· I issued · invitations to the leaders of the 
and leaders of the Action Group-

two , ~own polit~cal parties having 
entatlves. in all the district councils in 

this Region. I invited them to my office and 
the meeting took place on 'Thursday, the 11th 
of : January-that was Thursday last week. · 

l Three representatives of the NCNC from 
··. the Western Working Committee from . the 

Secretariat at Ibadan attended that meeting. 
There we came to an . agreed principle of 
nomination. Before that, I sent out a 
schedule to all the councils in this Region 

·with the corresponding political , strength
members of the Action Group in the councils 
and members of the NCNC on the other side, 
and also other representatives, which I cannot 

specify, and the quota of nominations to 
which each council is . entitled. And th:e 
law says "not less than two · female elected 
members and not more than six". We sat 
down together and adjusted the whole thing, 
noting that in a council consisting of thirty 
members, where Action Group has so many 
and NCNC so many, we could distribute ; 
We came to an agreed principle. Although · 
I cannot say that our agreed principle is all 
that perfect, yet we came to an agreement. 
I am sure, if my hon. ·Friend would draw 
nearer home to the headquarters of the 
NCNC, he would be more educated about 
the .procedure alreadY. laid down. I would 
like, to say here-and we are not going back 
from the words of our hon. Premier, rather 
we are. doing our best to implement the 
assurance given by the Premier-that the 
nomination of women into these councils 
would be done in a way to reflect the strength 
ofpolitical parties in those councils. (Cheers). 

Case for Frequency of _Meetings · 
' ... , 

Mr Tabiowo: Mr 'speaker, Sir, I · gave 
notice this morning to say · that I " would 
raise a question on the motion for adjourn
ment asking Government to say why the 
House of Assembly has failed to meet since 
its last meeting up to date. Well, Mr 
Spe;:tker, I have reason for ~sking this ques
tion. We all here are the representatives of_ 
the people of the Western Region, and this 
House of Assembly is to serve the people of 
the Western Region in democratic principles 
(Interruptions). · 

Mr Speaker, if the Government still 
believes in legislation, then there is need for 
this House to meet from time to time, unless 
the Action Group which controls the Govern
ment of the West~rn Region does no longer 
believe · in legislation; then it can run the 
affairs of the yY estern Region by acts of the 
Executive. In the Centre, where the Action 
Group forms the bulk of the Opposition, · 
they have persistently argued that Parliament 
did . not meet often. If the Action Group 
would be singing that song ill the Federation, 
why is it that the Action Group in the Western 
Region · would not do the same? . Of course 

· the Minister there (the Minister of Midwest 
Affairs) would tell me that it is because 
some members would draw travelling 
allowance. What about his mileage when he. 
goes to the Midwest area? . I know he lives 
in · Warri; he does not live in Ibadan, and 
he . has · no reason · for doing that. He . is · 
almost an errand Minister; he goes for ,the 
Premier; he goes for the Minister of. Local 
Government; and he travels between here 
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and the Delta Province sometimes three 
times in a month. · (Interruptions). That is 
my query. 

Mr Speake.r, ~e }:lav~ not ~een elected to 
·sit down at home. Members of the public 
have :always said that' we have not done our 
duty; we are being paid to go to legislate for 
the Region. We would like Government to 
.explain. 

The Premier (Chief S. L. Akintola): 
(Prolonged cheers from Government Benches). 
May I thank my hon. Friend for raising this 
important issue. I . think the question was 
motivated by a desire to place the services of 
all hon.' Members at the disposa~ of the 
people of this Region. It 'is a great credit. 
Bvt may I say this, that the· duty of 'an hon. 
l\1ember is not limited to attendance at the 

· House he,re ...... . (Interruptions). I am per
fectly satisfied that all the Members on both 
sides of this House have been busy serving the 

. best interests of the people of the Region~ The 
·meeting of the House is held in order that 
hon. Members may have an opportunity of 
expressing their views either on the legisla
tions proposed by the Government or on any 
important money issue of the moment. As 
far as I know, under the Constitution, there 
is no statutory. proyision that the meetings of 
this House must be held so many times a year. · 
So, 'by no~ holding the meetings, I am 
satisfied that we have not offended against 
any written law. But that does not mean . 
that we do not have a moral duty to give 
hon. Members the opportunity to. express -
their v1ews. J'hat opportunity was given 

last August. We held a meeting here last 
August and during this period a number of 
legislative · measures were passed., and also 
certain policy decisions were taken by the 
Legislature, and the duty of the Gover.nment 
to. continue to l9ok into the. discharge of 
these various duties endorsed by this honour
able House. We have done no more than 
carry out the decision .of · this hon~mrable 
House. I am· quite sure my hon. friends on 
both sides of the House are interested in the 
affairs of the Western Region, They· take 
notice of their movements. (Laughter). I 
am quite sure that hon. Members will try to 
maintain tranquillity during meetings and not ' 
to disturb the meetings as we cannot . hold a 

' legislature in this way. 

This is the first month of the year (Inter
ruptions). I am not saying this to show '; 
that a meeting should have been held. '• 
The acting ' hon. Premier, the Minister of ~; 
Economic Planning and Community Develop- f, 
ment, has the respect and honour of all sides -:·· 
of. the , House. Meetings should be held .; 
vvhether I am here or not. The hon. " 
Minister of Finance accompanied me · on my'':'; 

·tour, together with the Minister of Trade and 
Industry. I feel confident that this House ·f 
should have confidence in my Ministers. ·. 

·And the fact is that a meeting has . not-. been '· 
held before now, not because I am· not ·; 
conscious of it, but because of other tasks. , 
This is the earliest opportunity I have · 
summoning you together.·. 1 

Question put and agreed to. 
Adjourned accordingly at 2.20 p.m. until t 

tomorrow, Thursday, 18t!J, January, 1962, at / ' 
10.00 a.m. · · · · 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

THURSDAY, 18TH JANUARY, 1962 

(The House met l!lt 10.10 a.m.) 

though there is no particular problem with 
recruiting generally in the West, the Royal 
Nigerian Army is at present taking steps to 
produce posters designed to attract recruits 
into its technical branches. With regard to 
the Royal Nigerian Navy, no special arrange
ments exist as such for recruitment in the 

PRAYERS 
(Mr Speaker _in the Chair) 

PAPERS PRESENTED 

·· Western Region since the ·number of applica.:.... 
tions received from that Region far exceeds 
the number of places available. 

• i _ .... 

Report of the Commission of Enquiry into 
the alleged failure or miscarriage of Plans 
to effect a revision of the Producer price of 

· Cocoa in January 1 ?61: · · 

To lie upon the Table. 

ORAL ANSWERS· TO QUESTIONS 

LABOUR 
Trade Unioit Organisations 

10/276. Mr A. L. Adenekan asked the 
Miiiister of Labour how ma.ny Trade Union 
Organisations are at present registered in 
this Region and how many of these are up 
to date in their accounts with the Registrar 
ofTrade Unions . .. 

The Minister of ;Labour ·(Mr K. s: · Y. 
Momoh): The registration of Trade Unions 
is the responsib1lity of the Registrar of Trade 
Unions who is an officer of. the Federal 
Minister of Internal Affairs. · 

I am · advised' that there are a total of 
ninety'-eight registered Trade Unions func

' tioning in Western Nigeria. Of these, 
: eighty-three are Regional and the remaining 
' are National Unions. ' . . 

Of the eighty-three Regional Unions, 
55 per cent are up-to-date in their accounts 

· withthe Registrar of Trade Unions. Althoy,gh ' 
the rest have submitted their accounts, these 

' accounts are not ' in the , required manner. 

Enlistment ,in the Army and Navy __ 
•! - • 

· 10/335. Mr .0. 0. Gbolahan asked the 
t Minister of Labour if he is aware that persons 

!1 of Western Nigeria origin find it more 
.~ difficult to-enlist in both t~1e Army and Navy 

than other persons from other parts of the 
Federation and if so, to ·ask what measures 
are being taken to rectify the situation. 

,. Mr Momoh: · · I am not . awa~e 'of the 
. suggested difficulty. . I am informed that 
t every effort is made to maintain, · as far as 
it is possible, the Federal nature of the 
Armed Forces. Towards. this . end, each 

. · recruit into the Royal Nigerian Army, for 
~nstance, can only be enlisted at the Recruit
ing Centre in his · Region of ongm. Even 

' .. 

Displacement of employees of Western 
Region origin by the Northern Region 

Government · 
· 10i337. Mr 0. 0. Gbolahan asked the 

Minister of Labour to state the number of {a) 
the employees of Western Nigeria origin 
who had been laid off by the Northern 
Nigeria Government as a result of its 

. Northernisation policy and (b) those who 
had been employed .by the Western Nigeria 
Government. · 

Mr Momoh: About 700 such persons 
have registered in the office of the Director 
of Recn1itment and Training since November 
19 59. About · 100 of them have been 
absorbed into the service of the Western 
Nigeria Government. Wherever possible, 
they were appointed into the same cadres and . · 
on the same points of entry of the salary .· 
scales which they enjoyed in the Northern 
Region. · 

AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL 
'RESOURCES 

Rice Irrigation Projection 
Agenebode Bush 

10/272. Mr M. A. Idodo asked the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural Re
sources if he would. consider resuscitating the 
investigation · regarding the rice Irrigation 
Project in Agenebode bush-a project which 
was abandoned in 1954 after the death of one 
Irrigation Officer, Mr Mark Komma. 

The Parlia\Uentary Secretary to th~ 
Minister of 'Agriculture ·and Natural 
Resources (Alhaji Z. A. · Opaleye): The 
Governmen.t would be willing to resuscitate 
the investigation regarding the rice irrigation 
project in Agenebode area whenever it can 
recruit an Irrigation Expert. Efforts to 
recruit one over the last few years have not 
been successful but we persist in the efforts: 

Admission of young men from Akoko 
Division into Farm Institutes · 

in the Region 

10/161. Mr S. T. Adelegan asked .the 
Minister of Agriculture ·and Natural Re
sources how many · young men, from Akoko 
Division are admitted into any of the Farming 
.Institutes in t~e Re~ion. 

.. j 
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' The Regiomil Minister in the Ministry 
o~ Agriculture and Natural Resources 

. District boys admitted into the 
Farm Instittl~e is twenty-tw·o. 

Establishment of Farm Settlements 
in Akoko Division 

10/162. Mr Adelegan asked the Minister 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources whether 
Government has it in plan to establish Farm 
Settlements in Akoko Division and if so, to ·· 

· indicat~ when such Scheme will be begun. 

Mr Akere: Government will be glad to 
give due consideration to the establishment 
of a Farm Settlement in the Akoko Division 
whenever a suitable. lana is offered for the 
purpose in adequate size on reasonable 
conditions. 

Indiscriminate burning of bushes 
by Farmers 

• t 
10/141. Mr E. 0. Oke asked the Minister 

~of .Agr-iculture ~and Natural Resour,ces what 
- -~---: .- ~- -~""'" "' \~~ · •([t~~ - .. t 

\l(~ > ~\\~!::i\> ~ \\~ ~~l\ . ~ \\~Hl.1h' \\\ \\\ ' vf 
bust.e~t hy farrtH!rf~. preparatory iC• fArmir•i{ in 
·View cl -the jnher~ ~~.t~n'~~:::s M.. ~~fJ 
a.~ 

~ A"kere-: 'Nufuln-g -=Js m Jrresen! -~ · 
done to prevent indiscriminate burning of 
bushes by farmers preparatory to farming 
because it is not yet clearly proved that such 
an act is disadvantageous. It often saves 
labour in a treme).ldo:us way. Besides, th~ 
effectiveness of any machinery of control is 
open to doubt. 

Establishment of Farm Settlement at 
Irepodun District Council Area 

I ~ 

10/90. Mr J. 0. Adeyemo asked 
the Minister of Agriculture and Natural . 
Resources whether the Regional Government 
would consider •. establishing a f~'rm settle
ment at Irepodun District Council Area. 

Asaba 
two settlers ; 

!shan Di 
seven settler& ; 

Menmai_D· 
Ondo Divts·•on>-

eight settlers; 
Ekiti Diu·'•n.'r ·~-c: _ 1 

five settl~rs ; · '•, 
Owo Divt's ton1_,.,!..;N 
Okitipupa 

,x~ ..... -..;_~. . . ~ " . 
\~ · ·h\\ Hi\-· );:: ·;\ ~ 

~ ~~~h f · ~-' t.H~> r~ ~ 
.~$.~ ~)"Yiw....-v.r,~:... .. ~i~£, 
Oyo DiviSYm-<>nt:-

..-ri"frr~~ . . . . 
'OSh:un 'DllTJh·um---:-'"'I -wn~ -

nine settlers·; 
Ibadan. Division- Nil; 
Abeokuta Division- One · s~ttlemen· 

fifty settlers; t. 

Egbado Division- One settlement, fift~ 
one settlers ;· . 

Ijebu-Ode Division- ' One settlemen 
fifty-seven settlers; · · 

Remo Division- Nil; 
Ikeja Division--Nil; 
Badagry Division- Nil; 
Epe Division-'Nil. 

- .. . \ . . -
Mr V. I. · Amadasun: ... Would ' t1 

Minister of . Agriculture give briefly t 
difficulties which . inade it impossible · f 
Benin Division to have a Farm Settle-mer 

Mr Akere: The Regional Government 
would be glad to give due consideration to._.the 
establishment of a Farm Settlement in the 
Irepodun District Area provided a suitable 
land in adequate size could be offered on 
reasonable terms. 

Alhaji Opaleye : Investigation is goi 
· on' as to getting suitable land in that area. · . ' ~ 

Number of Farm .Settlements in 
Each Division and Corresponding 

Number of Students 

10/221. Mr A. Aj ibola asked the Minister 
of Agrir,ulture · and Natural Resources the 
number of Farm Settlements in each Division 

Mr Amadasun: ·will the Minister 
Agriculture and Natural Resources say vJ. 
there are two farm settlements' in one Divisi 
and others have only one each? . 

Alhaji Opal eye: Before farm settlem~1 
were started by Government, letters w l 
sent to Obas and Chiefs asking for land , 
farm settlements in their areas. We 'l 
plenty of land fro!? Egbado Division. !}( 
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I inform the Speaker that in his area, there 
has been plenty of trouble, and that is why we 
could n ot get rand for a farm settlement. . \ 

M r F. Osuhor : Will the Minister of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources state why 
the farm settlement for Asaba Division has 
gone defunct? . , ,. 

. ·Alh~ji Opal eye: . I · am not aw,are of 
that. · 

. . ' C ·: 

Number and Location of Farm 
Settlements in the Region . 

~ · 10/48. Alhaji B. 0. ·Fawehinmi asked 
the Minister of Agriculture and . Natural 
Resources to state the number and location of 
Farm Settlements. already established in· the 
Region. · , . . ·· .. ; , ·' 

Mr Akere : Pleas:~ see the answer to 
, Question .J0/64 posed by Mr N. A. Adibi. 

Establishment of a Farm Settlement 
in Egba North-West Constituency · 

10/309. Mr A. A. 'tJlabaye:m_i asked' the 
Minister of Agrictilthre . and Natural Re
sources whether Government would consider 
the advisability of ," establishing a Farm 
Institute in the Egba -North-West Constitu
ency-an area which ,has proved to be the 
most fertile land in Egoa Di':'ision. 

Alhaji Opaleye: The Government is 
not intending to establish another Farm 
Institute in Egba -Division as there is .. already 
one at Odeda. Consideration is, however, 
being given to . the establishment of a Farm 

tin the Egba North-West Constitu
provided . the land offered for the 

purpose is reported . ,_by _my Professional 
Officers . to be suitable· both in s.ize and 
fertility. and the ·conditions of offer are ·· 

,;,,..lHJ ...... ·~ ;LLLL.} gene-rous and attractive. 

Percentage of qutput of cocoa from 
each Region for the last three years 
10/51. Alhaji B. 0 .. Fawehinmi asked . 

Minister of Agriculture and Natural 
ources what percentage of the total output · 
cocoa in this country for the last three 
· comes from each Region. · 

~ . ' , 

Alhaji Opal eye : The percentages of the 
total output ef cocoa produced over the last 
three years by the various Regions, excluding 
Southern Cameroons, are as follows: · 

1958 
1959 
1960 

West · East North 
% % % 

97.5 2. 0.5 
97.8 1.9 .•3 

98 1.6 0.4 

Esta blishment of a .Farm Settlement in 
Egbado South II Constituency . : 

10/323 . M r V. A. Aina asked the Minister 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
whether the 'Regional Government 'would 
consider the advisability of establishing a 
farm settlement in Egba South II Consti
tuency. 

Alhaji Opal eye: The Regional Gove~n
ment is not at present thinking of establishing 
a Farm Settlement in Egba South II Consti
tuency as no suitable land for the purpose has 
been offered by the people of that area. 

Establishment of a 
Farm Settlement at Iwo - ·· 

10/292. Mr I. 0. Aniyi asked the Minis
ter of Agriculture and ·Natural Resources 
whether Government would consider estab
lishing a Farm Settlement at Iwo in . order 
to ease present congestion. 

Alhaji Op~leye: The Government would 
be glad to consider the establishment of ' a 
Farm Settlement in the Iwo area at some time 
provided suitable land for the purpose tan be 
offered en reasonable terms. · · 

Monthly tonnage of fish caugh t in the 
Region and.•Market Outlet 

10/278. Mr A. L. ·Aderi.ekan asked the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural Re
sources to state the· average monthly tonnage 
·. f fish being caught in the Region at present 
'· md also to indicate what plans Government 
has, if any, for the marketing of this com-
modity. · 

Mr Altere: The average monthly tonnage 
of fish being caught in the Region at present is 
approximately 4,000. Government has ap-. 
plied to the United Nations Organisation to 
make a survey of the fishing resources of the 
Region to recommend how best this can be 
exploited and-:to initiate a pilot project on 
proeessing, marketing and distribution of fish 
throughout the Region. This application has 
been approved and the arrival of the United 
Nations is now awaited. The Western 
Nigeria Co-operative Fishermen Association 
is also organising co-operative marketing of 
this commodity by establishing stores and 
selling centres in the · Region. and at present 
such stores are now in operation in Warri and · 
Sapele. · · 

Establishment of ·co-operative Farm 
Centre at Ossissa and Obi~wele in the · 

Ndosimili District of Aboh Division 
10/210. Mr P. V. Okw~sa asked the . 

Minister of Agriculture and Natural Re-

; I .· -·.,: 
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sources to state what efforts are being made by 
Government to carry out the proposal of 
establishing a Co-operative Farm Centre at 
Ossissa and .Obikwele in the Ndosimili 

'District of Aboh Division. 

· · Mr Akere: · A farm settlement already 
exists at Utagba-Uno in Aboh Division 
and ' it is not the . intention of Govern
ment to establish .another settlement in that 
Division in the inimediate future. Any 
suitable land offered anywhere in the Division 
will ' however be accepted for use in the not 

' too distant future. ·. · 

Mr P. V. Okwesa: Will the Minister of ·· 
Agriculture and Natural Resources say 

. i~ it is Government's policy to establish · 
more than one Farm· Settlement in one 
Division. 

Mr Akere: The policy of Government is 
. . to establish a Farm Settlement. in each_. 
. Division. I am not aware that Government 

has established more than one Farm Settle
ment in any one Divisio~. , 

Establishment of Agricultural 
Farm in E'de/Ejigbo Area 7 

10/101. Mr J. 0. Kehinde asked the 
Minister of Agriculture ·and Natural Resour
ces whether Government had any plans 
now or in the future to establish an Agricul
tural Farm in EdefEjigbo Area. 

,Alhaji Opaleye: Government has no plan 
yet to e~tablish a Farm iri the Ede/Ejigbo area. 

Establishment of Two Provincial 
Agricultural Training Schools in 

t.he Midwest Area · 

16/287. Mr A. E. E. Atohengbe asked the 
Minister of Agriculture. and Natural Resour
ces to consider the advisability of establishing 
two Provincial Agricultural Training Schools 
in the Midwest Area to serve as feeders to the 
niairi School at the Moor Plantation Ibadan 
in view of the rapid developments taking 
place in the Region and also of the consider
able distance between the main School at 
Ibadan and the Midwest Area. 

Alhaji ·Opal eye: The two Schools of 
Agriculture at Akure and Ibadan are meeting 
the needs of the Region in respect of the 
training of Agricultural Assistants, and the 
establishment of another school in the 
Midwest cannot at present be justified. 
It is considered bes~ at present to concentrate 

. ·. ~' 

our limited resources in the existing Schools ) · 
and b~ild them up to . maximum standard , 
of effi.ciency before considering the establish- ,:, 
ment of another School of Agriculture. · ' · 

' . . 

, Han. Members will be glad to note that oC ... 
the five Farm Institutes at present in this 

. Region for the training of modem farmers, 
two are located in the Midwest; one being at 
Agbadu in Delta Province and the ; other at 
'Asaba in Benin Province. 

TRADE AND INDUSTRY 

Progress Report on the Oke Ogun 
Cattle , Ranch 

. 10/65. Mr N. A. Adibi asked the Minister · . 
of Trade and Industry to state what progress . 
has been made at th~ Oke Ogun · Cattl~ .:: 
Ranch. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Chie( A. 0. A_deyi): The estate, which. ~ . 
lies sixteen miles · north of Iseyin, covers' ·' 
26,000 acres. The site was originally used in .: 
1952-53 as mechanised farm for production ' 
of food crops. Because of heavy capital: ~ 
outlay on machinery and high depreciation" 
rates, .. the mechanised farming was replaced ,...~. 
with stock-rearing in 1954. The primary·~: 
objective is to produce beef cattle commercially, J, 
employing modem methods of stock and:: 
grassland management. 

The Ranch was started in 1954 with a , 
small breeding herd of · 110 heads of cattle. 
In spite of prevailing scarcity of breeding~ 
cattle for sale in West and South-West 
Africa, the Development Corporation has . 
successfully raised stock population at Upper 
O'gun Estate to the present stading of 2,100 
heads, mainly by· sound · management prac
tices. The herq are in three main cate
gories: 

(a) Pure Ndama Breed 
(b) Pure Keteku Breed' 
(c) Crosses of'Ndama and Keteku. 

Herd Health: 
After the early teething veterinary difficul- . 

ties, a satisfactory condition of 11herd" · 
health has been built up ove'r . the last six 
years, and is carefully maintained with ' 
regular immunisation, worming, dipping and • 
spraying against common diseases and · pests. · 

· Evidences of the good health are the subs- ·~ 
tantially reduced mortality and high birth J: 
rate. During this period mortality fell from ~· 
7.90 per cent to 0.80 per cent and births rose \ 
from 136 to, 467 per annum. 

" • 
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_,,..auu,,u- A~wm~nJ1rP Development: 

At the ot~tset, fifteen to twenty acres of 
.. .. _.,.., .., gra~ing were required per head to 

nutriment for the cattle. But with 
syatem of pasture improvement by which 

:AE:I sa·V'atmaLh grasses are replaced with mixtures 
grass and legumes, . about five acres 
vated pasture are now required per 
4~000 acres of such improved pasture, 

wvn~.:;u into paddocks and supplied with pipe
water, ·have now been established. 

, it is planned to establish 20,000 
of such sward. ., , . 

numbers . of fattened steers are 
offered for sale to the public. 

Sheep-Raising as a side-line to beef 
!IJlUIU.U.'-'UVH was started in 1954 with a nucleus 

thit:tY breeding . slieep. Lamb ctop of 
• of 100 per cent of the number of 

ewes has been consistently main
Because of the high susceptibility 

·pneumonia and · tape worm infestation, 
· of good "flock" health has been . 

task. Nevertheless the multipli
·Of the flock which now number 490 

been satisfactory.. During the 1960-61 
?!IUi<UL\.;1·, ::u year, 163 sheep were sold .to the 

for provision of mutton. · 

. into right selection and 
of new blood into the flock are 

(b) Cashe~ Nut: 1,050 acres have been put 
to cashew crop ·primarily to. investigate 

· desirability of developing. pasture in 
'unction ··with cashew plantation. The 

.:.-............... F."• ~o far, have been quite encouraging, 
so an addit\onal area of 2,000· acres is 

rked for cashew and pasture develop-

INFORMATION 

Expa n sion of R adio Facility to 
R ural Areas 

10/282. , M r A. L .- .Adenekan asked the 
· of Information what steps , his 

is taking to expand radio facility 
the_masses in the rural areas ·of this Region. 

. . 

The · Parliamentary Secr etary to the 
.; .. t-lh . .:<::a~F~· .... ,,~ .. ., er, of Information (Mr S. A. 

£ A high-powered transmitter .for 
broadcast has recently been installed 

for the transmission of Westerri Nigeria 
Broadcasting Service programme's so that 

these prog~~ ~- · 
the whole of the Federation. . . 

The progrrnmnes could be heant 
radio sets, and I would like to advise us1tenen 
to avail themselves of the opportunity of 
listening by pm·chasing cheap transistor radio 

. sets which are invaluable in areas at present:. 
not supplied with electricity . . 

LANDS AND HOUSING 

Appointment of a Body of Experts 
to survey' and r~port on . 

Mineral Discoveries in Western Niger ia 

10/346. Mr J. 0. Adeyemo asked the 
Minister of Lands and Housing to ·state the 
time Government would appoint a body .of 
experts to ·survey and report on the mineral 
discoveries in the Western Region. 

·. . 
The Parliamentary Secretary· to . the 

Minister of Lands. a n d Housing (Mr C. A. 
Williams): 'J\he hon. Member's attention 
is drawn to the fact that the exploration of the 
country's mineral.· resources · is a Federal' · 
subject. Considerable pro'gress has been 
made especially within the last five years in 
the geological ·mapping of the Western 
Region and arrangements . have already 
been made to obtain expert advice on .the 
possibility of carrying out airborne geophysi
cal surveys in Nigeria with a view to .locating . 
new tp.ineral deposits. 

· HEALTH AND . SOCIAL WELFARE 

Medical Facilities in the Region · 

10/218. -Mr A. Ajibola asked the Minister 
of• Health and Social Welfare to state. how 
mariy Government hospitals are in each · 
division of the Region and :what arrangements 
are being made by Government to provide 
the small towns and villages with maternity · 
centres and dispensar-ies. 

The Minister . of H ea lth a n d Soc ial 
Welfar e (Chief j . 0 . .Osuntokun): It is ' 
the policy of Governme'nt to ensure that every 
Division in the Region is provided, with a 
General Hospital, either owned by the 
Government or owned by one of the Volun
tary Agencies. This policy has been success
fully implemented: and th~re are now in fact 
some Divisions having more than one 
hospital. Below is . a list showing all the 
hospitals in the Region and their locations. 

I . 
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Number Name of Hospital 
1 General Hospital 
2 Aro Hospital 
3 Lantoro Mental Institution 
4 General Hospital 
5 General Hospital 

. 6 GeneralHospital 
7 · General Hospital 
8 General Hospital 
9 General Hospital 

10 General Hospital 
11 Adeoyo Hospital ... 
12 Jericho Nursing Home 
13 Chest Clinic 
14 General Hospital 
15 General Hospital 
16 · General Hospital 

: 17 ,, General Hospital 
18 General Hospital 
19 General Hospital 
20 ' General Hospital 
21 General Hospital 
22 : General Hospital 
23 General Hospital 
24 Leper Settlement ... 
25 General Hospital 
26 General Hospital 
27 General Hospital 

· 28 General Hospital 

29 
30 

31 

Sacred Heart Hospital 
Maria Assumpta Maternity ;Hospital 

Ile-Abiye Maternity Hospital ; .. 
-

St Joseph's Maternity Hospital 
St Philomena's Hospital 
Baptist Hosp-jtal ... 
Catholic Mission .-Hospital 
Se,·enth Day Adventis~ Hospital 

.. 
, ; 

LIST OF HOSPITALS IN WESTERN REGION- 1960 

80VERNMENT HOSPITALS 

Town in which Located Agency or Propriet.pr Postal Address 
Abeokuta .. . 
Abeokuta .. . 
Abeokuta . . . 
Agbor 
Akure 
Au chi 
Badagry 
Benin 
Epe 
Forcados 
Ibadan 
Ibadan 
Ibadan 
Iddo-Ekiti 
Ijebu-Ode 
Ilaro · 
Ikeja 
Iwo 
Kwale 
Ogbomosho 
Okitipupa 
On do 
Oshogbo .. :· 
Ossiomo ... 
Oyo ~ 
Sapele" 

. Shagamu ... 
Warri 

Western Region Government General Hospital, Abeokut;1 
Western Region Government · Aro Hospital, Abeokuta 
Western Region Government Lantoro Mental Institution, Abeokuta. 
Western Region Government General Hospital, Agbor. · 
Western Region Government . General Hospital, Akure. 
Western Region Government General Hospital, Auchi. 
Western Region Government · 'General Hospital, Badagry. 
Western Region Government General Hospita,l, Benin. 
Western Region Government General Hospital, Epe. 
Western Region Government . • General Hospital, For~ados. 
Western Region Government Adeoyo Hospital, Ibadan. 
Western Region Government Jericho Nursing Home, Ibadan. 
Western Region Government Government Chest Clinic, Ibadan. 
Western Region Goverriment · General Hospital, Iddo-Ekiti. 
Western Region Government General Hospital, Ijebu-Ode. 
Western Region. Government General Hospital, Ilaro. 
.western·; Region · Government . General Hospital, Ikeja. 
Western Region Government General Hospital, Iwo. 
Western Region Government General Hospital, Kwale. 
Western Region Government General Hospital, Ogbomosho. 
Western ,Region Government · General Hospital, Okitipupa. 
Western Region Government General Hospital, Ondo. 
Western Region Government General Hospital, Oshogbo . . 
Western Region Government Leper Settlement, Ossiomo. 
Western_. Region Government General Hospital, Oyo. 
Western · Region ·Government General Hospital, Sapele . .. 

... - Western Region Government General Hospital, Shagamu. 
Western Re,gion ·Government General Hospital, Warri. , . 

MISSION HOSPITALS 

Abeokuta ... 
Ado-Ekiti 

Ado-Ekiti 

Asaba 
... · Benin City 

Eku 

Roman Catholic Mission . . . Sacred Heart Hospital, Abeokuta. 
Roman Catholic Mission · ... . , Maria Assumpta· Maternity Hospital, Ado 

Ekiti. 
Church Missionary Society . . . Ile-Abiye C.M.S. Maternity Hospital, Ado

Ekiti. 
Roman Catholic Mission St Joseph's Maternity Hospital, Asaba. 

... " St Philomena's Hospital, Benin City . . .. .:.. Roman Catholic Mission •· 
American Baptist Mission 
·Roman Catholic Mission 
Seventh Day Adventis! 

, . . Oke-Offa, · Ibadan 
Ile-Ife 

Baptist Hospital, Eku, via Sapele. 
P.O. Box 1110 Mapo, Ibadan. · 
P.O. Box 23, Ile-Ife. 

..... 
c 
l() 
.!;::! 

"' "" ..... 
c;· 
~ 
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A umber Name of Hospital 
37 - Wesley Guild Hospital ... 
38 Baptist Hospital ... 
39 . St Mary's Catholic Hospital 
40 . St Louis Combined Hospital 
41 ,·Baptist Hospititl ... 
42 ' · St Camillus Hospital 
43 . ~ Catholic Maternity Hospital 

..._;••.:;.a, '1 ' • 

44 Ankuri ·N~rsing Home 
45 Cowan Estate Hospital 
46 U.A.C. Hospital ... 

" 
. 

47 . 
.. 

Alafi·a Hospital 
48 ~ - · Oke-Ado Hospital 
49 The. Clinic Oyo Road 
50 - . Joan's Hospital ... . .. ... 
51 . Olaojubu Nursing Home 
52 Omowumi Nursing Home 

53 
' 

Oshodi Hospital ... 
54 Northumbria Nursing Borne 
55 A. J'. and P. Clinic 

56 Dr Pratt's Clinic ... 
57 Esiri Infirmary Hospital. .. ... 
58 Zuma Memorial Hospital .' .. - .. - ...- ,.. -

.~ 

. 

HOSPITALS IN .WESTERN REGiON-1960....:...contznued 
GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS 

, Town in which Located Agency or Proprietor 
Ilesha . . . . . . Methodist Church Mission ... 
Ogbomosho . . . American Baptist Hospital 
Ogwashi-Uku . . . Roman Catholic Mi.ssion 
Owo .. ~ . . . Roman Catholic Mission 
Shaki :·.. . . . American Baptist Mission 
U romi . . . . . . Roman Catholic Mission 

• · Ijeb~-Igbo . . . Roman Ca.tholic Mission 

' , . ·.PRIVATE . HOSPITALS 
Agege 
Ajagbodudu 
Burutu 

Ibadan 
Ibadan · 
lbadan 
Ibad'an 
Ibadan 
Ibadan 

Ibadan 
Igbobi 
Sapele 

Ijebu-Ode 
Warri 
Irrua 

Dr 0. 0. Sofunde (Doctor) ... 
Pamol Limited (Doctor) 
United Africa Company 

Dr Agbaje 
.. . · Dr T. 0. Oruwariye .. . 

Dr (Mrs) lghodaro .. . 
Dr Lawson 
Dr T. Alade Doherty 
Dr F. A. Awobodu 

. Dr S. Mbanefo 
Dr K. M. Wood ... . . . 
A.T. and P. (Nigeria Limited) 

Dr Pratt 
Dr 0. Esiri 
Zuma Memorial Company ... 

·. 
' · 

Postal Address 
Wesley Guild Hospital,. Ilesha~ 
Baptist Hospital, Ogbomosho. 
P.O. Box 28,~0gwashi-Uku . 
P.O. Box 39, Owo. · , 
Baptist Hospital, Shaki. 
St Camillus Hospital, Uromi. 
Catholic Hospital, Ijebu-Igbo. 

P.O. Box 163, Agege. 
C6wan Estate Hospital, Ajagbodudu. 
United Africa Company Hospital~ N iger 

River Tran·sport, Burutu . 
P.O. Box 542, Ibadan. 
P.O. Box 591, Ibadan . 

· P.O. Box 934, Ibadan. 
P.O. Box 435, Ibadan. 

• c 
~ 

;J 

'-
~ .... ·P.O. Box 579, Ibadan . 

Omowumi Nursing Home, 
Ibadan. 

P .O. Box 718, ~ 

P.O. Box 829, Ibadan. _ 
~ 
~ 
1-< P.M.B. 2124, General Post Office, Lagos. 

African Timber and Plywood (Nigeria) 
Limited, Sapele. ~ 

Dr Pratt's Clinic, Ijebu-Ode. R 
P.O. Box 36, Warri. 
Zuma Memorial Hospital Incorporated. I rrua. 

"' 

:~ 

..... 
c 

~ 
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[CHIEF 0SUNTOKUN] 

With respect to maternity · centres and 
dispensaries, it is not the responsibility of the 
Government . to provide these institutions 
but, nevertheless, since 1959, Government 
has built and fully equipped 160 dispensaries 
and eighty maternity centres for local councils 
throughout the Region, whose responsibility 
it is t0 provide these amenities. · 

We have a number of private hospitals 
all over the R,egion which might not be 
mentioned here; but, in addition to what 
I have read 'out to you, we have, either 
completed or are at the stage of being com
pleted, Gbvernment Hospitals at places like 
Asaba, Uromi, Okene, Kwale; and we also have 
health centre being built or being completed· 
all ·over. the Region. 

With respect to the health centres I am 
describing to you, it is not the responsibility 
of the Government · to provide these institu
tions, but, nevertheless, since 1959, 
Government has built 160 dispensaries and 
'eighty maternity centres. for local councils 
throughout the Region whose responsibility 
it is, really, to provide these institutions. · 

Chief F. Oputa-Otutu: When will this 
Government enact a law to compel all lepers 
in this Region to be kept in leper settlements? 

Chief Osuntokun: Jyir Speaker, Sir, we 
have vario:us Infectious Diseases Hospitals 
all over the Region and the relatives of these 
lepers, including my hon. Friend, are 
expected to bring their patients into the 

. infectious disease hospitals; and, in any case, 
we. would have to wait until the other Regional 
,Governments have embarked upon such 
legislation, because the greater bulk of the 
lepers, in the whole Federation 'are some
where· else. 

Mr P . V. Okwe.sa: l'.1ay I know from the 
hon. · the Minister of Health and Social 
Welfare whether he considers a maternitv 

· Gentre, manned by midwives without any 
doctors, a maternity hospital? 

Chief Osuntokun: My hon. Friend is 
getting mixed up. We have what we .call a 
m<tternity centre, and then we have what we 
call a maternity hospital. He often parades 
himself as an authority on niedical matters 
-(Interruptions)-and now he cannot distin
guish between a maternity centre and a 

· maternity hospital. A maternity centre is 
always owned and run by local government 
councils and midwives are in charge of such 

. centres; But the maternity hospitals are, 
in fact, next in rank to general hospitals 
and they concentrate .mainly on the treatment 

of preg~ant women ~d children, 
and so forth, and .in such hospitals, 
we always have a doctor. (Applause). 

Mr Okwesa: \Vould the 
Health and Social Welfare tell me wr1er.ne1w~ 
maternity centre is the . same as 
home? 

Chief Osuntokun: When a 
question comes from 'the Speaker, 
answer that question. 

l'vlr Speaker: I will not do that (Laughter) 

JUSTICE 
Judges and Party Politics 

10/327. Mr T. E. Igugu asked . 
Minister of Justice 'to state 'Whether 
mary Court Judges are allowed to. take 
part in Party Politics. 

The Minister in the Ministry of Justice . 
·(Chief J. E . . Babatola): Customary Court 
Presidents and Members are not allowed' 

· take ·any part in party politics. This 
not n1ean, however, that like aU 
citizens of Nigeria, they would have no 
opinions of their own on matters ·of general 
concern to everyone, but any . opinions so 
held must in no way be allowed to influence 
them in the discharge of their judicial 
functions, which must be carried out with 
absolute impartiality and without fear or 
favour. · 

An Opposition Member: What step did 
Government take to be aware of the fact 
that, Customary Court Judges are not taking 
part in active politics? 

Chief Babatola: I am not aware that 
Customary Court Judges are taking part in 
active politics. 

The Premier: · Hon. Members, we are · 
sure that justice awaits us in a court of law. 
The future of this country will be . very 
gloomy indeed if . every judge is always 
suspected of playing politics. Wherever you 

··have such judges, and ' reports of them are · 
made to the Local Gove.rnment Service · 

· Board,. as · far as I am· aware, : appropriate 
actions are always taken. 

The Local Government Service Board will 
take appropriate action, and if a'ny of you is 
aware of any judge who· is not above-board 

.. please direct your representations', not to me, 
not to ariy Minister, but to the Local Govern
ment Service Board. All offenders, whether 
belonging to the Action Group or the NCNC, 
go before this Board. The whole thing is 
taken out of the arena of politics. There are 
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· people who are responsible for the discipline 
of these judges . Judges who are lawyers are 
under the Judicial Service Commission, and 
those that are not lawyers are under the 
Local Government Service Board. You 

A m<><::~~-. should not accuse the ."Government if any of 
the judges does not play board. 

' '. 
M r Akinyenii: I know of a judge in Owo 

is an active member pf the Action Group. 
campaigned for the Action Group during 
last electio:ns. 

·' 
Prospective Le'ader of 

>m::,oSJLtlo,n! (referring to Mr Akinyemi) 
I am sure, in the absence of the 

Opposition, I know who the leader 
is. (Laughter). · )-:J;e knows the procedure. If 
any of the judges is not playing board ne 
should direct his representations to the 

"·"'"""" ... . appropriate · quarters. And .he ·referred to 
Owo and mentioned somebody in Owo. 
We want .: people to be straightforward. 

· If yc;mr complaint is 'genuine you should 
· · it to the appropriate · quarters. We 

. appointed these judges; they were . 
appointed by the Local GovemlJlent Service 
Board. 

, Mr Akinyemi: Through the Speaker, 
··Sir. , .Are you talking to me? (Laughter). 

Chief Akintola: I am not at all directing 
· my statement to any particular individual. 

F or too long now, Sir, we have breathed 
the atmosphere ofdisunity and hate in Akure 
Division because of party politics. 

Many have.g1ven up hope of a fundamental 
solution to our disunity . And today, Sir , 
I am leaving this side of the House because 
I believe that the Action Group is the 
common denominator on which every one in 

. Akure Division can find unity and progress. 

Sir, what we really need ~n my constituency 
is not only politics but a new solidarity and. 
unity, with one aim, one mind and one goal. 

. . Sir, the A:ction G;~up in Nigeria has · not 
only championed democracy but has. also a 
comprehensive programme adequate for the 
whole country and for each Region, and a 
programme that provides inspiration and 
liberty for the youths and the common frlan 
of the country. · 

Sir, I am returning to the Action . Group 
because, during .thdirst year of our In depend- . 
ence, the Action Group has built for 
democracy in Nigeria an unshakable,· frame
work of actively selfless · and self-giving 
leaders whose determination. to build a new 
Nigeria cannot be altered by any beckoning 
of personal advantage. 

If a judge iS not playing bo~rd, if he is 
prejudiced, he is a liability to the whole of 
the Region. Why not direct your appeal or · 
representations , to the Local Government 

I take my decision to return to the Action 
Group, Sir, because I believe that the youths 
of the country are already forming a new 
public opinion which dem.ands ·~\ new q\l.al\t~ 
of leadership. And I re~\lisc that this new 
type of leadership, Sir, can only be found in 
·the Action Group. 

· Service Board or the Judicial Service 
' Commission? Until you do that, it is unfair. 

May I say that my Friends on the opposite 
side have my sympathy; they are always 

· . customers of these judges. (Laughter). 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 

Mr M. A~ Adedig~a: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I am a member of the Opposition at present, 
although not, a member· of the NCNC. I 

to explain that iri' this House I belong to 
the NPC as from today and from now on. 

Chief J. ' L. Tifase: Mr· Speaker, Sir, 
. having·-considered the , circumstances which 

led to the resignation of my councillors and 
supporters from the· NCNC. I have . no 
hesitation whatsoever in declaring my support 
for their action. I strongly believe, Sir, that 
the unity of Akure Division is greater than 
party politics, and I think, Sir, that it will not 
be too great to sacrifice our party ideology 
for the . peace, unity and progress of Akure 

. land.· 

Sir, during my· two years experience in 
the NCNC I have been able to examin~ very 
carefully the merits and demerits of both 
the Action Group and the NCNC, and I have 
realised, Sir, that only a political realignment 
can usher in an era of prosperity in Akure 
Division. 

Sir, I am resigning from the NCNC, not 
because I have any difficulty to go on in the 
party, but I am doing so in obedien·ce to the . 
wishes of my supporte~s . and the unity and 
progress of my constituency. 

' ~ 

(Chief Tifase then crossed the carpet to the 
Government side amid cheers from Government 
Benches). · 

·BUSINESS MOTION 
Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

The Minister of Finance and Leader · 
of th~ House (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): 
I beg to move that Standing Order 4 (2) 
be suspended this day .to allow the House to 
continue sitting aft~r 1 p.m. if necessary. 

.. ' 
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783 . Judicial and Public' Service 18TH JANUARY, 1962 Bill- Second Reading 
Commissions (Protection and Privileges) 
The Attorney-General and Minister 

o( Justice (Mr S. 0. Ighodaro): I beg 
to second. 

'Question prop_osed. 
Question put a,nd agreed to . 

NOTICE OF BILL 
Notice to present the following Bill 

wasgiven:- · 

· The Western House of Chiefs (Selection 
of Chiefs) . (Amendment) Bill.- (The 
Minister of Finance). 

PRESENTATION AND FIRST 
~ADING OF PUBLIC BILLS 

The following Bill was presented and · 
read the First time; it was ordered to be read 
a Second time tomorrow:-. . , .. 

The Income Tax (Am~ndment) Bill, 
1962.-(The Minister of Finance). 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THE JUDICIAL AND THE PUBLIC 
SERVICE COMMl SSIONS (PRO-
. TECTION AND PRIVILEGES) 

BILL- SECOND 'READING 
Order for Second Reading read. 

The Premier (Chief S. L . Akintola): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, l rise to move that' the 
Bill for a Law to be entitled "The Judicial 
and . the Public ·Service Commissions (Pro
tection and Privileges) Bill, 1962" be read a 
Second time. · 

The~e is nothing strange in this Bill. 
These protection and privileges have been 
possessed by the Public 'Service Commission 
since 1955 when_ they were confirmed by the 
PubliC Service Commissiqn 'Regulations of 
tli'at .' year. The Co!lstitution at that time, 
Sir, provided that the Commissioner should 
make Public Service Commission Regulations. 
The Independence Constitution provides 
that the Commissions should make their own 
r~g~lations , subject to certain provisos. 
It is appropriate that such power as has -been 

. envisaged should continue as in the past ~nd 
in the case of the Public Service Commission, 
t.o confer upon the Commissioners that 
power. The accredited body is this Legisla
ture. That is why this Bill is put before this 
.House. . In fact I do not think that any 
agency of th~ Government or any subordinate 
body of the Government can protect itself 
out of the law of the land. The Commission 
may go against the law of the land by making 
its own regulations . This p rotection is to be 
given by this honourable House. · I am sure, 
Sir, that all members will agree in the public 
interest that -the Judicial and the Public 
Service Commissions-in which the Constitu-

tion confers the pow'er of appointing an~ , · 
disciplining staff should be covered by protec-: ·~ 
tion and privileges;· · This should be ""'·"'""' ... ·•'"Ui 
to qutie's under the High . Court Law 
Western Nigeria, and it may be asked wh)l':.' 
it is 'necessary for Public Service Commissiotj' 
members to ask for protection. It is part of 
their duty to examine candidates;· frankly 
assess their worth, and . make recommenda- · · 
tions for appointment or otherwise. In so ,_ 
doing they may ·make statements ~ither 
orally or in writing, and in so doing a member . 
of the Public Service Commission may .. run 
the risk of libel action which "'ill prejudice the ' 
function of the Public Service Commission7 
In order to perform their duties without 
or favour in the best interest of 'the 
of the Region, we should give them 
protect~on which we now seek. 

Sir, I beg to move. 

Chief Odebiyi : I beg to second. 
Question proposed. 
Mr B. 0. Olowofoyeku: Mr 

Sir, the immunity which this Bill seeks to ' · 
confer on members of the -Public Service'· 
Commission is rather too wide, and for that · · 
reason we on this side of the House are 
going to oppose the Bill. 

. .. . . . '( 

The Mover of the Bill, the hori. Premieri' 
has told the House that such are the reasons . · 
for covering members of the Public Service 
Commission in the discharge of their dutie.s ·.· • · 
because they are under the constant ·fear· .of 
being sued for libel. I am sure the hon~ 
Premier knows well that if in the dischdrge of"· 
their duties members of the Public Service···.· 
Commission made certain statements _, 
write certain letters, they are covered 
official privileges.' It · is _not · necessary 
give them any further immunity. The case 
of judges is a much different one. Judges 
_occupy a privileged position. · It is .. ._ .. "'o'"'u 
for, j udges . to have certain immuni 
in respect of the act which they have done 
the pe1:formance of their duties. The "'" '~•••J!•I• 
to which the hon. Premier refers gives 
immunity only in so far as they are active 
the discharge of their judicial functions. It · 
does not· give immunity to them outside as , 
judges of the High Court. There is a proviso -
.that judges must be active in good faith. · 

If I may read from section 68 of the 
Western Nigeria High Court Law: . · . . 

"68- (1) No judge or other person acting 
judicially shall be liable to be sued in any 
court for any act done or ordered to be done 
by him in the discharge of his judicial duty, 
whether or not within the limits of his 
jurisdiction_: 
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" Provided that he at the time, in good 
fait..u; ueteved niu1self to have jurisdiction 
to do or order the act complained of". ' 

What do we have in the present Bill? 
Protection of the Chairlnan and other 

bers of the Public Service Commission! 
In section 3 of the Bill-' . I 

Order, Order. 
' . 

The Premier: May I say that, as far as 
this Region fs concerned, not only is the 

. 'udiciary not regionalised, but it is also 
iri.ternationalise'd, , because our Chiei:' Justice 
is from Ghana . . (Loud applause). 

. Chief Oputa-Otutu: Sir, I feel that the 
J~diciary is a yery sacred institution. 

M r Speaker : I think that we are n:ot 
saying anything about the judiciary now, 
and in fact that is beyond our own com~ 
petence. We cannot djscuss the Constitu
tion of Nigeria here. 

M r R. A. Akinyerni : Mr Speaker~ to add 
to what the Member for Aboh.has said, I have 
this to say: that this amendment is seeking 
to deprive the ordinary man, or the citizen, 
of his common law rights; that is, if any 
mernber of · the judiciary or . the Public 
Service Commission makes any statement · 
and circulates it by malice, and not bona fide;· 
then the citizen will have no remedy in the 
law court either 'for libel or for slander. 
Therefore it is imperative . .. . . . (Prolonged 
interruptions · from Government Benches.) 
(Government Member: "You are working 
yourself for a Job"). 

I · do not know, Mr Speaker, if the hon. 
Minister of Health realises that the hon. · 
Premier is here. ·I do not like to term him 
one of the Back Benchers, but 1 think he is 
making too much noise. If he cannot respect 
me- l don't beg him- let him respect his · . 
hon. Premier and the Speaker of the House. 

As things stand now, anything done _by any 
member of the Public Servioe Commission or 
the Judiciary is protected, either qualified 
privilege or otherwise. Except where actua
ted by malice, then the privilege is lost and 
that is where the ordinary citizen or any 
person, if any of the members have made any 
libellous qr slanderous statement or written 
a libellous letter, will have ·no opportunity of 
getting a remedy in a court of law. And I 
am saying that, comparing this with the High 
Court, the hon. Premier knows well that
afterwai·ds he is the Premier of the Region
he appreciates that we are professional 
colleagues, an'd he will realise, that the powers 
of the High Court is too wide a power to be 
given to an ~ordinary citizen; and on that 
sco_re, Mr .Speak~r, we oppose the l\1otion. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Economic Planning and 
Community' Development (Alhaji B. 0. 
Obisesan): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support this Bill. The Bill as inoved by the 
hon. Premier is very lucid. It would not 
have · been necessary to speak on this Bill 
but for the fact that my colleagues on the 
other · side of the Hoi1se find themselv'e<> 
unable to support a Bill unl,,ss they are 
forced bv circumstances to do so. I would 
say; Sir, that the h'on~ Member for Ilesha has 
see·n, on reading, that he has made a mistake 
in opposing this Bill. I would only refer to 
section 3 of the Bill : .I '· 

.•' 
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. "The Chairman and every Commissioner 
shall have such and the like protection and 
privilege in · case of ~ny action, suit . or 
.proceeding brought against him for any acts ' 
done or omitted to be done or any words 
spoken by him, in the exercise of his func
tions under the Constitution or under any 
Regulations,. as are· by law given to acts 
done or words spoken by a judge of the 
High Court in the exercise of his judicial 
functions." · 

I would say,· Sir, that the hon. Member 
has · not opposed the power given to High 
Court Judges. If he has not, he would see 
that a similar power and the same meaning · 
has been placed on · the protection being 
sought· -for . th~ members o .. f the Public 
Service Commission. I would say, Sir, that 
there is nothing to criticise in the Bill, and 

. I wholeheartedly feel that my hon. Friends 
would have regretted having opposed this Bill. 

Mr A. T. Rerri: Mr Speaker, .Sir, the Bill 
seeking to confer certain privileges an:d 
rights on members of the Judiciary is a very 
delicate one. Delicate, in that there are· two 
aspects of the privileges now being sought. 
The first is to see that in doing their duties, 
such as interviewing candidates, and so on, 
they can be very frank, very sincere and 
forthright, in . what they do. I think that is 
a very desirable aspect of any legislation that 

:seeks· the welfare of the people. I also think 
· that such privileges will enhance the sincerity, 
. integrity and the fearlessness with which such 
officers will do their duties. But I think that 
to say that 'they should be given these privi
leges and that. their records should not . be 

· produceable in a court of law is an undemo
cratic attachment to the _privileges. Because 
if I should know that I am serving my God 
and my country sincerely, in arriving at certain 
conclusions, I should have nci fear when such 
conclusions have to be brought in any court, 
because I know I have acted in the best of 
faith and . that what I have acted on would 
invariably satisfy the tenets of the law of the 
land. On that score, then, Mr Speaker, it 
seems to me that to pass these unbridled 
privileges on the Chairman · and Commis
sioners and, at the same time, exonerate 
them from-being questioned in a court of law, 

· is undemocratic, in the sense that if they are 
privileged nobody will seriously quarrel about 
that, but they should have the fear right at 
the back of their minds that they dare not go 
wrong and that if they went wrong they 
should have the shame of being told or 
having their records produced in a court 
of law. 

The hon. Premier who presente'a _ 
listed the advantages that could( ' 
I agree with him that some of. 
are actually being obtained.' But 
go into what pitfalls these · 
-in their way . . They may 
certain undesirable' practices. 
what action they take cannot be 
in a court of law, or even be 
court of law, the tendency will be to 
tain actions which cannot be in 
interest of the people of this Region. · .o~:<~.<l:n!at;,· 
it is a well-known la:w of human 
if a man is aware of the fact that his actions 
likely to be questioned, sooner or later. he tends 
to become more cautious and more judicious. 

And on this score, Mr Speaker, I beg · tp 
oppose particularly ,.the second portion ·9f tfie 
Bill .. which seeks to,. make the records 
procedure unproduceable in a court of 

Mr J. 0. Awop·eju: Mr Speaker,· Sir, 
I rise to support the 'Bill which is now being 
presented to the House. May I say that the 
Opposition Members have always been 
complaining and grumbling about Customary· 
Court Judges, High Court Judges, Magis
trates, and so many types of Judges. ''Now·:· · 
it is necessary that undesirable characters . 
should not be recruited and should Be 
prevented from serving as Judges, and the 
men who appoint these persons will not be 
doing this Region good service if they do not 
say what they know about these candidates; 
because they will constantly· be under the 
fear of running into the clutches of the law, 
and--we know what that .means. So that, 
if these Commissioners are given the liberty to 
say whatever they know about any of these 
applicants or . prospective candidates · to be 
appointed, the Region and the administration 
of Justice might be saved from any undesire
able characters who might find . their way .to 
adorn the Bench. "' . 

.,I would say that this Bill i~ very vit~, ·and · 
. that is why we should provide the necessary 
umbrage or ·palladium for these Commis
sioners to discharge their duties in the com- · 
mittee fully and freely, because the slightest 
mistake made by any of these chaps might 
involve a lot of difficulties or hardships on 
our ·people. \ 

Mr Speaker, I would support this , Bill. ' 
My han. Friend on the Opposition was 
talking· of Common Law, and so on. I should 
like to remind him that it has been said that 
Common Law is common sens·e, but I may add . 
that common sense is sense which is not 
common. May I also affirm that Coinmon · 
Law decisions do not lend themselves to · 

· common sense conclusions at all times in the 
bid of the Judges to do substantialjustice. 
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And that is why some lawyers complain about 
Judges making law instead of interpreting 
it as they ·claim to do. . 

When 'this House presents a Bill which will 
incorporate certain things into our Statute 
Book-and we know that Statute Law over
rides Common Law-there will be no question 
of misunderstanding the law or trying to 
make any distinction, because the Statute will 
have to be enforced and applied as it is written. 

I therefore,. ~ay, Mr Speaker, that I support · 
this Bill and that the Government should be 
congr~tulated for this kind of mo..;.;e which 
has now been made. 

Chief Akintola: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
think we 'have had a lot of saying on this. 
May I correct one impression created by triy 
Friend, the hon. Member for Ilesha. The 
Members of the Public Service Commission 

. are not civil servants, and special provision is 
made for them under . the Constitution. 
They are practically on identical level with 

,the Judges ofJ' our courts because the Judges 
too, are not civil servants. There is such 
provision made for them under the Constitu
tion, and I do not want to disturb the minds 
of my Friends opposite, but I would appeal 

. to them to remember that charity starts from 
home. The Party represented by them · 
controls the Government of another place, 
and may I mention to him that' a similar 
legislation in identical words.,-commas, semi
colons, everything identical~has· been passed 
in the Eastern House of Assembly. 
(Applause). 

If you turn to a Supplement of the Eastern 
Region of Nigeria Gazette, you will find, on 
page B 410, section 10, "Privileges", that 
the Chairman and any other member shall 
have such and the like protection and privilege 
in case of any case or suit brought against 
him for any act done or omi,tted to be done 
in the execution of his duty under this 

~Regulation as by law given to the act done· or 
·words spoken By a Judge of the High Court 
in the exercise of his judicial office. This 
refers . to the Public ·Service Commission in 
the Eastern Region, but what we are doing is 
to .follow what has been done by the Eastern 

'"'·'-'-~'""'"'" Government of the NCNC. (Inter
_ruptions). That ··is the law in the East. If 

·· ;you feel that, this is bad as far as my Friends 
opposite are concerned, they should start 
-reformation from elsewhere. That is not 
all. 

Under the · Local Government Law, 
98, a similar protection. has already 

"". '"'"'"'., given to' members of the Local Govern
Service Commission, and this law was 

passed unanimously by members of this 
honourable House. (Opposition Benches: It 
was not unanimous. You were not here then). 
But may I read that to you-

. "The. Chairman and any member of the 
Local Government Service Board shall 
have such and the like protection and 
privilege in case of any action,; suit or 
proceeding brought against him for any 
acts done or omitted to be done in the 
execution of his duty under this law and as 
by law given to acts done or words spoken 
by a Judge of the High Court in the 
exercise of his judicial functions"; 

so that all we are doing is to give to members 
of the Public Service Commission and the 
members of the Judicial Service Commission 
the same power and the same protection 
which had been given to the Judges of the 
High Courts. 

Well, may I also 'mention. that my Friend, 
the hon. Member for Ilesha, mentioned that 
by giving this immunity to members of the 
Public Service Commission we 'would be 
depriving the ordinary citizen of his common 
law right, or his c;ommon law remedy. '· May · 
I say thaf ·every member of this House is 
privileged to say anything on the floor oCthis 
House and ·to say things which when said 
outside this House might be libellous; so we 
have given you protection from the .law · of 
libel. It is in the performance ofyour duty 
that you have been given this privilege. S <;< 
as a legislator here, and in order to enhance · 
your efficiency in discharging your· public 
duties, certain privileges ought to be given to 
you, and these privileges have been giv!'!ti·.: to •· 
you, arid all that we are doing here is to extend . 
similar privileges to members of the Public 
Service Commission in the discharge of their 
public duties-and no more. · · 

My hon. Friend from Ilesha mentioned that 
the powers given are too wide. They are not 
wider than as here defined by law, and they 
are lin~tited to what is done in the performance 
of their duties as members of the Public 
Service Commission, not elsewhere. For 
instance, a member of the Public ,Service 
Commission cannot go to Dugbe market to 
slander anybody and Claim protection, or 
claim protection for . any slander contained 
in his own · private letters to people-a · 
private letter · is · not a privilege· to libel 
anybody-so we are only limiting this privi
lege to what is done in furtherance of their 
public duties. · . 

I do not like to at~ack my friend, the rare 
acting Leader of OP,position. (Interruptions.) 
He is the authentic one! In any case, 
this Law is not intended to give,immunity to 
impudence. That is not the purpose of this 
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layv. You cannot push elders to the back
ground and feel that this Law wilJ protect you. 
·(Opposition Ben.ches: But you pushed Awolowo 
to the . bachground to become Premier of this 
Region). May I mention that the hon. 
L_eader of the Action Group was not pushed 
to the background at all. He is the alternative · 
to the Prime Minister of the Federation. 
(Applause.) ·The protection which this Law 
provides reads as follows: 

"The Chairman and every Commissioner 
shall have such and the like protection and 
privilege in case of any action; suit or 
proceeding brought against him for any 
acts done or omitted to be done or any 
words spoken by him, iri the exercise of his 
functions under the Constitution or under 
any Regulations, as are by law given to acts 
done or words spoken by a• Judge of the 
High Court in the exercise of his judicial 
functions." · 

Therefore the protection given, the immunity 
provided by this Law, -is riot unlimited. 
It is · confined only to the exercise of the func
tions of the members of the Judicial Service 
·Commission or members of the Public 
Service Commission, and nothing more than 
that. I therefore feel that what I have said 
so far will be accepted by my Friends opposite, 
and that their .~utors also (I would not say 
they are unlearned) will tell them that this is 
a desirable law ·in the ,interest of efficient 
administration. 
. Question pu(and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the Second time and 
committeed to a Committee of the whole House. 

Bill immediatelv considered in the Committee. 
(In the Committee). 

Clauses 1 to 4 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.) 
Bill reported without amendment, read ,t-he 

Third time a_nd passed. .. ·_. 
Sitting suspended at 11.53 a.m. 
Sitting resumed at 12.50 p.m. 

. PENSIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL 
. ·SECOND READING 

· Order for Second Reading read. · 
The Minister of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. 

Odebiyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, I . beg to move 
the Second Reading of a Bill for a Law to 
modify the · provisions of the Law of the 
Region regulating Pensions .. and Gratuities to 
be granted to officers in respect of ·offices 
held by them in.the Public Service of Western 
Nigeria. · 

Under · the provisions of the Pensions 
Ordina~ce, the Secretary of State was 

authorised to grant pensions and 
pen~ionable officers. But since 
ence, it is found necessary to 
the Pensions Law so as to reflect the present 
status of the country. The main purpose ·of 
the present amending Law is to afuend the 
Law of the Region so as to enable pen~ions 
and gratuities to be granted to officers . in 
respect of offices held by them in the Puqlic 
Service of the Region by substituting the 
Governor of the Region for the Secretary of 
State as the authority for de~ermining certain 
matters under the Law. The few powers 
which were still vested in the Secretary of 
State have been in abeyance ·· since the 
attainment of Independence, and the enact
ment of this Bill will enable the Governor, 
acting 1n accordance uwith the advice of the 
Executive Council, to exercise it. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Mr Ighodaro: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
·. . 

Mr Akinyemi: If there is anything 
the Leader of the House has ever done, this 
is a 'Bill which I would submit, Sir, is non
controversial. If there is anything he has 
ever clone since he relinquished his post as 
Principal of Egbado College-( Government ' 
Benches: Six years ago)-Yes, six yeaJ;S ago, 
it · is this Bill. But this Bill ought tp h8,ve 
been brought before this honourable House 
tw9 days after the 1st October, 1960; and · 
the Opposition is not opposing tpis. Bill but 
what we are saying is that this Bill ought to 
have been brought at least a year before noW,: ' 
I think the 'Yard "Secretary of State" is so '. 
derogatory to the presep.t status of Nigeria · · 
as an independent nation and ·as a foremost · 
country in Africa. The NCNC, in coalition~ · 
with· the' N.P.C. being the leader of the · 
country as far as foreign relations .... .. (Inter
ruptions) I would like you to admit that · 
obvious· fact. · I say, Sir, that we of the . 
Opposition will not be opposing this motion 
because it is timely, and even·· the time had . · 
been overdue for the Minister of Finance to : 
have brought this type' of Bill to this honol!r
able House. Weare not opposing it. ·· 

Question put and agreed to. " 
Bill accordingly read a second time and 

committed.. to a Committee of the whole House. 
Bill immediately considered . in 
(In the Committee.) · 

.. 
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to . 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.) 

Bill reported without amendment, 
Third time and passed. 
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otion made and question proposed: That 

House do now adjoum.- (Chiej Odebiyi). 

Case against the Abolition of Benin 
Divisional Council 

Mr A. E. E. Atohengbe·: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
that a committee of Uhunmwonde 
Iyekorhiomwon and Iyekovia 

Councils have ·passed resolutions 
on the Minister of Local Government 

abolish the Benin Divisional Council, an 
· symbolising the · unity and salida-

of the Benin People. . . 
Sir, it is common knowledge that we are 

ofmanygovemmental institutions which 
been . developed and practised ·by the 

people. . And among these is our local 
t system. , May J recall to your 

'""'u.•u•.u that they have such local government 
'~a.cnme~ry like Parish Council, Rural District 

Urban 1 District Council, non
Borough Council, County Councils, -

the Borough Councils. They are ancient 
which tradition and custom have 

These governmental machineries are 
up only in those areas they can best serve 
needs of the local people, so upholding 

unity. 

So, Sir, our Divisional Councils are like 
County Councils which still exist in 

In those areas · where they are 
it is thought that they are best ' 

suited to . the people of the area as the 
miri.strative machinery of Government. 

too, the Benin Divisional Council in 
enin is best suited to its people. It is 

clear that we cannot have 
.· government systems in this 

Region. For, the moment the Government 
embarks on such uniform system, it is that 

that it b~gins to head for a complete 
and a wash~out. 

In Benin land it is not possible 'to kill or to 
the Divisional Council because it is 

of the indestructible ties which bind the 
Our history, unique custom and 
show that the Binis are an indivisible 

:whole: To give a few citations, the Oba of 
Benin confers chieftaincy titles known ' and 
celebrated in the town and · districts. Fes
tivals are never done until the Oba starts. 
Will the Government destroy these tradi
tions and customs? No. 

' B'efore the introdu.ctioh of the . local 
government system into Benin Division; 

'there was a Corrunissioil · of Inquiry to 
· · ·asc~·rtain the wishes . of the people. This was 

the factor which led Government to determine 

the present set .. u:P of the Councils in the 
Division. In doing this the Goverm:iient 
satisfied the wishes of the people. I want to 
make it known to the House and the Minister 
of Local Government that members of · 
management · committees of councils· 
appointed ~re not the accredited representa
tives of the people and · therefore canhot 
abrogate their wishes. · 

· In so far as the Government satisfies the 
wishes of the people, it is democl'atic; but as 
soon as a Government imposes its will on the . 
people, it can no longer be said to enjoy the 
confidence of the electonites. It is then 
autocratic, and in a democracy this is a 
lamentable failure. Then the puzzling 
question comes to this. Will the. Govern
ment neglect the wishes of the people and 
heed the calls of a few disgruntled politicians 
who are self-seekers and have been frustrated . 
.by past events? 
· Before I resume my seat, I want to offe_r a 

kindly word of advice to Government, • 
through the Minister of Local Government, 
that the Benin- Divisio'nal Council is a 
symbol of unity to the Benin people. It 
has meant much to us: we have cherished it 

_as a sacred machinery of government. No 
other machinery will serve the people of the 
area, so as to achieve · the administrative 
acumen the people ·and the Government ,. 
desire, apart from the Divisional Council. 
To destroy it is to . destroy the unity of . the 
people (our life blood)· which our ancestors 
had carefully guarded and promoted to the 
jealousy of other tribes in Nigeria. This 
nice heritage must not be allowed to perish 
in onr time, but we must bequeath it, too, to 
our own issues. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as I have said earlier, the 
Benin Divisional Council . is the liaison 
between the members of the districts and the 
central Benin people. 

Mr Speaker: : I wonder if this is not the 
same thing as the dissolution of the Benin 
Divisional Council which was raised here 
yesterday and which created a hot argument 
between the hon. 'the Minister of Local 
Government and Mr Oviasu. If that is 
the same thing, I rule it out of order here ana 
now. 

Mr Atohengbe: 
Mr Speaker: 

carry on then. 

It is not. 
Thank you. You can 

Mr Atohengbe: In order not to bore you, · 
Mr Speaker,- (Mr Speaker: But I am. not 
bored). I have .' made .' my p6ints, and .I 
would listen to the speech of the Minister. 
I would only appe~l to the Government of the 

' ,• 

. ' 
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Western Region not to listen to the cries of "' The Minister of Finance .. and Leader n & ··ll:.l!JIIM 

'the few disgruntled politicians who consider the House (C~ief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): Mr,. 
themselves representatives · of the _ Benin Speaker, Sir, I beg, for the information of· 

_ people and appeal to you to destroy their · hon. Members, to say that we do not intend to · 
own tradition. make this an opportunity for all kinds of 

statements to be raised. - Matters to be 
raised on the adjournment must be definite· . The Minister of Local Government 

(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): ' Mr Speaker, 
Sir, the hon. Member approached me yester-

. day that he heard rumours that the Govern
ment intends to abolish the Benin Divisional 
Council, and. I told him bluntly that the 
Government of this Region is not thinking . 
about abolishing the Benin Divisional Council 
and that therefore he should not worry 
himself for that. I am surprised, Sir·, that the 
hon. Member- perhaps trying to catch 
headlines in the newspapers- insisted on 
raising the matter. · I am hearing for the 
first' time that · district couneils in Benin 
Division have ·passed resolutions asking that 
the Benin Divisional Council sho.uld be 
abolished. These six councils are the units of 
the Benin Divisional Council and the hon. 
Member claimed now that the council is the 
only link between. the people in the d~stricts 
and Benin City, and that Benin people, 
according to him, are one. The oneness of 
the Benin people cannot be questioned. 
Well, it stands challenged now by himself that 
three out of six councils are now challen~,Sing 
that oneness. ~wonder, Sir, whether if these 
Councils carry their claims forward, whether 
my hon. Friend will be able to defend his 
claim of oneness of the Benin people. 

I am aware that the Benin Divisional 
Cout;1cil was set up . in 1955, and I took 
prominent part~ Mr Speaker, ' Sir, in the set
ting up of local government councils in Benin 
Division. I even perfon'ned inaugural meet
ings of all the councils in the Benin Division, 
and I have 'given close attention to the 
performance of the District Councils i11: that 
Division. But up till today, I am not aware 

· of any resolution coming forward asking me 
to consider the abolition of the Benin Divi
sional Council·. 

I would like to put it on record, Sir, that 
members on both sides of the House ought not 

. to listen to_ rumours. ' . If they have any 
doubt in their minds I think it is sufficient to 
see me in my office. Mr Speaker, Sir, I like 
to talk to members, and if I am not available 
in the office, members should approach the 

· Reg;ional Minister in the Ministry, who is 
quite capable ·and competent to answer 
questions of this kind, and I am sure he will 
give adequate replies to such question~ . - I 
think I have allayed _the doubts of my hon. 
Friend. 

and urgent, and must not be offered wrten:~·:~.ll' l 
facts are in dispute. There are no 
stipulating that the Benin Divisional' '-'vUJ..-,u 

was to be dissolved. What the hon: Member , 
ought to have done was to see the Minist.e.r. in 
his office. l think, Sir, the hon~ the Speaker·~. 
will do well by · making sure that when uv., .. 11.,."; 

Members raise matters · on the motioil' 
adjournment they are matters of urgent· 
public importance. ' · 

Mr Akinyemi: Mr Speaker, , 
the statement of the Leader of the H .. 
tantamounts to a vote of no confidence in 
It must be withdrawn. · 

Chief Odebiyi: I h~we not said so. · 
. : ~ 

Mr Akinyemi :" .Will the Leader of 
House be very careful that, in future, P11-hl>?'>'· 

directly. or surreptitiously, he does not 
vote of no confidence in you. . (J .... t''~"-~>1'.,-,.., 

Chief Odebiyi: I think, Sir~ that by -cu""'·""~ ... 
grace of God, and by the corporate will nf.~lfi";~m 
members of this House, I am Leader of uu;" ' _., __ , 

House,-(Further interruptions)- and it is 
my duty to advise Mr Speaker on matters of; 
procedure, and it is for Mr Speaker to u~..~.uv•'"' ' 
whatever I say, or not. The m<ttter which 
been raised by the hon. Member is not _ 
urgent public importance. The facts are ·in 
dispute. (Interruptions). 

Alhaji Adegbenro: M~- Speaker, .. Sir, 
the Leader of the House has not at all 
challenged the authority of the Speaker · 
this regard. All that he was trying to do is cu"'"'""' . ~ 
show that, in future, members wanting 
raise matters on the motion for adjou 
comply, not only with the Standing Orders 
but with Erskine May. 

You were not born when we were 
(r'ejerring to Mr Akinyemi). I think •uc;llHn:"'"''" 
ought in future to comply fully with 
Orders. I did not call the attentiC'n of' 

. Speaker because I do not like to suppress 
views of hon. Members, especially -
.matters relating · to my, Ministry are b 
discussed. Hon. Members should not · 

. to rumours. They should put us in ... v •. u ... l • • 

ence and if they have minor complaints 
should approach us rath<;-r than make 
minor -points on the motion for a~journment. 
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I support the Minister of Finance and 
· Leader of the House in his view that not only . 
must a matter for the motion on adjournment 
be specific, the fact m\lSt not be in dispute; 
so that the Minister who is going to reply 
will have ample opportunity of doing so. 
It is !lot right for members to raise a matter 
on the .-motion for adjournment out of 
conte:s:t with the Standing Orders. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I think you ought to rule that, 
in future, members must comply with 
Standing Orders. ' 
r ,. 

Mr Speaker: · The position with regard 
to questions that are raised on the motion 
for adjournment is this. The procedure is 

. that an han. member who would like to raise 
any matter . on adjournment should let me · 
know in advance, and ·when he does so I 
shall direct him , to the Minister in charge 
of that particular matter and, if the Minister 
agrees, then the matter comes to me and I 

. shall raise it here. I shall then call on the 
person who likes to speak to raise it, and when 

~he raises it, it is presumed that the Minister 
"who gave leave that it should be raised is 

to give an answer to such a question. 
can assure you that that was _ exac~ly what 

happened in this instance. If· the han,. 
deViated from what he put before the 

I have not been apprised of that 
deviation, ahd that was why I allowed -him to 

. on with the speech; so that I have not 
,gone beyond the boundary of our procedure. 

I am now calling on Mr Oputa-Otutu to' 
,u:z~i~l'lr: ~nla.~<~e the statement on the-question which he 

would like to make which affects the han: 
Minister of Works and Transport. As for 
,other Ministers, they. are not ready with 
answers in this House. 

lbadan Water Supply 

~hief F. Oputa-Otut~: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
· has often been said that charity begins at 

home. Sir, this is a matter in which I 
believe the Speaker and .all the Ministers of 
this Region would agree with me when I say 
that it is indeed shocking that in 1962 Ibadan 

eople still contir:me to drink mwf in . .the 
water supplied by the Ministry of Works. 
This morning, Sir, I woke up to have my 
bath and on filling the bath with water I 
'bserved a very dark substance• · I started to 

der, Sir, whether it was the water from 
Ministry of Works or one directly from 
of the ponds. The quantity of mud 

the water is enough to make it a pond. 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, this Government has 
a large sum of money on a 20~storey 

ket house costing £! million. It 
the yast spent money · in financing 

buildings in Lagos. This Government has· 
bought over certain companies from Lagos. 

Chief Opaleye rose-

Chief Oputa-Otutu: · Mr Speaker, Sir, 
this Government must provide first-class 
water for Ibadan, the capital of Western 
Nigeria, instead of giving the people water full 
of worms. Mr Speaker, Sir,. I .am appealing 
to the Minisrer of Works an~ Transport to ask 
the Executive Council to give more money,to 
improve the waterworks for the capital of 
Western Nigeria, to enable the people· to 
drink clean water and not worm water. 

Government ·Benches: Warm water? 
Mr Speaker: Wa~er full of worms. 

Chief Sogbein: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is a 
pity that the han. Member-(Mr Speaker: 
I beg your pardon. "Horrible" Member?) 
(Laughter.) I said "honourable" Member. 
(Laughter). He· should have met me private.: . 
ly to ascertain the facts about Ibadan water 
supply. I use the water everyday. It . is 
not muddy. He is a casual visitor to Ibadan. 
Perhaps he is lodging in a place where people 
seldom use their tap water and, if that is so 
when one turns water from such a tap it is . 
bound to push out dirt which might have 
collected inside the pump over a long period . 
of time. Ibadan water supply is in sufficient 
quantity. lt : ~s as pu1'e as any water in the 
world. I am very happy that this my han. 
Friend is a chemist and druggist. He can 
look into the records for the .chemical content 
of Ibadan water supply. 

For his information, when the Ibadan wat~r 
supply was first planned, it was planned to 
serve 4,000 pPPple, but now the population 
of Ibadan has risen to over a million. ·How
ever, there is a gigantic plan on hand at pre
sent. As I am speaking, we have just finished 
the final design of Ibadan water supply' and it 
is going to cost £5 million, an~ it will supply 
Ibadan 16 million gallons per day. And it is 
not ·going to supply Ibadan only, it will 
also supply Apomu, Ikire and Ikoyi, because . 

. we are going to take the water from Oshun. 
It is going to be the first of its kind in Africa. 
(Opposition Benches: In the world!). · To· 
cope with this emergency we have also, just 
now, expanded the water supply; and we 
have two motors to pump the water supply. 
(Mr Akinyemi: Two motor?) I am a 
graduate. I am more qualified than you are. 
You are a quack lawyer (referring to Mr 
Akinyemi) You car.mot talk to me; I am• an 
Honours man. 

We have also expanded water supply in 
Ibadan to give us about half a million gallons 

, .. 
'• 

.. j .· ,. 
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more. . I checked my glass to see if there was 
mud in the water, but found no mud. It is 
im exaggeration to say that Ibadan water 
supply is muddy. It is ~s ckan as any water 
in the world. (Cheers from Government 
Benches). 

I 

Extension of Road Tarring to Olupona and 
beyond, and Supply of Electricity 

Mr J. 0. Abiosun: Mr Speaker, · Sir, 
I seize this opportunity to thank the Regional 
Government, through .the Minister of Works 
and Transport, for · extending the tarring of 
Ikire-Iwo road to Olupona, about a quarter 
of a mile to the main road. My people will 
be much grateful if the Govt!rnment will 
please extend further -the · installation· of 
electricity to Olupona as my people are very 
optimistic about it. I am sur'G: the Regional 
G<:>vernment will not disappoint them. This 
is 'the next town to Iwo, both in size and 
population. Therefore, whatever is · sent 
to . I wo, we pray. the Government to avail 
same to Olupona which is on the main 
roacl, to Gbongan and Ikire. We also 
implore the Government to help constru_~t a 
road ' from Olupona to Offa, which will 
quickly shorten our journey to Ibadan by 
seven miles. We are sure, Sir, the produce 

, I · 

from tbis area is abundant. Our people·· a~e, 
very optimistic about this, and we know't hat' · 
the Governmentwill not fail us. ,, ' 

Chief Sogbein: . Mr Speaker, Sir, J 
thanking the l~st speaker, through the · 
for ·. thanking the Regional 
for providing them with those' amenities, 
I hope my hon.' Friend will not live oy 
of mouth alone but that · he should 
over-( Cheers from Government. L. >er.~cnes 
beca1;1se one good turn deserves another, and·· 
this is one for which he has shown.~ his ·· 
appreciation. I shall carry his sentiments 
the Government . for his new · 
(An Opposition Member: That is after,he 
crossed). 

Mr Speaker: The House .will 
10 a.m. tomorrow morning al 
ing to the Standing Order, it OH\ J\.uu. 

o'clock; but it has be,en moved earlier in 
day that the meeting for tomorrow should 

- a:t 10 o'clock. I . hope hon. 
take that into consideration and relme:JUIJ..(!I[ .. J; 
tomorrow morning. · 

Question put and agreed tp. , 
Adjourned accordingly at - '1.35 .p. 

tomorrow, Friday, • 19th January, 
10 a.m. 1 •· 
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FRIDAY, 19TH JANUARY, 1962 
(The House met at 10.15 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

BUSINESS MOTIONS 

Suspension of Standing Order 4 (3) 

The' Minister of Finance and Lead~r 
-t_he House (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move- · 
That Standing Order 4 (3) be suspended 

this day to allow the House to continue 
sitting aft~r 12 noon, if necessary. ' · 

The Minister . of Economic P,lanning 
Community Development (Oba C. D. 

I beg to support. 
Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

·· Adjournment sine die 

: Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move-

That at its rising this day the House shall 
adjourn sine die. 

The Minister ofHealth and Soe'ial Wel
fare (Chief J. 0. Osuntokun): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to seco.nd. 

Question proposed. 
· Question put and agreed to. 

PRESENTATION AND FIRST 
' READING OF~ A PUBLIC BILL 

The fotJowing Bill was presented and read 
the First time; it was ordered to be read a 
Second time this day:- . 

The Western House of Chiefs (Selection 
. of Chiefs) (Amendment) Bill, 1962-(The 

·. Minister of Chieftaincy Affairs.) 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL . 
SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

· ChiefOdebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
the Second Reading of a Bill for a 

to further amend the Income Tax Law. 

Experiet:J,ce in the working of the provisions 
the Income Tax Law, as amended up' to . 

, has clearly shown that there are loop
s for any tax; defauher who wants to hide 

himself under the prov1s10ns of . the . Law 
to refuse to pay his tax. Under the present . 
system, Sir, if a man js assessed . and he ,is 
aggrieved . and intends to lodge an appeal, 
all ·he is required to do under the provisions . 
of the present Law is to pay Ss by way of an 
appeal fee, and then to deposit a quarter of the 
tax which is assessed before he can lodge an 
appeal. A number of tax payers, therefore, · 
take advantage of that provision of the Law 
not to pay their tax in good time, with the ' 
result that local authority councils throughout 
the Region are finding i~ extremely_ difficult 
to carry on without Government subvention. · 
It is, therefore, intended, under section 2 of 
the amendment Bill before the House, to 
amend the provision of the Law so that, apart 
from the payment of Ss appeal fee, the 
appellant will have to deposit what he · paid 
the previous year or what he is now assessed 
to pay in the current year, whichever is the 
less. 

I will proceed to give reasons for the . 
provision. In many parts of the Region . 
there have been allegations of arbitrary . 
assessment of taxes. May l say, Sir,-. I . am , 
speaking for the Government Bench . here : 
and for the Action Group Party-that we on 
this side of the House deprecate !l}OSt . 
vehemently arbitrary assessment of taxes . 
throughout the whole Region. · (Cheers from 
Government Benches). We do not believe that 
arbitrary assessment can be used to ·win 
political opponents into our fold. If a 
man fails to win by persuasion or by affection 
or by friendliness I do not think that any 
other method can really achieve that .result. 
(Cheers from Government Benches). 

I think, Sir, that the time is ripe for all of 
us on both sides of the House to agree that . 
throughout the Region we should deprecate 
arbitrary assessment of taxes, wherev_er we 
find them. '(Government ]Jenches: Hear, 
hear)-( Oppo.sition Benches: ,Initiate it then). · 

I do know, Sir, that the Minister of Local 
Government on several occasions has giv.en · 
effect to this declared policy of Government · 
by even suggesting in some areas, where the · 
council strength of the Opposition and ' 
Government is fairly even, to include some 
members of the Opposition on the Assessment 
Committee of those councils. ' I know, Sir, 
that, particularly in the Midwest, there is .a 
wave of arbitrary assessment of taxes going 
on over that area- (Cheersfrom the Opposition 
Benches)-and it is not unlikely that, apart 
from other factors, such as the excitement in . 
connection with the creation of a Midwest . 
State, most of the disturbances arise out of 
this action which takes place there. I am . 
not, Sir, holding brief for the Action Group :· 

; I 
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councillors. We . all know how difficult it is 
for people's income to be assessed accurately. 
Even when the Inland Revenue Division of 
my Ministty was tackling the assessment and 
colle~tion of taxes they depended upon 
whether the particular individual was 
assessed, when he is not prepared to ·come 

· forward to tell the Inland Revenue Division 
of the Ministry what his income is. We 
have gone OI). the presumption that he is 
worth much' xp.ore than he says he is worth, 
and we call . that the best of judgment assess- · 
ment. It is arbitrary, but it is the only 
scientific method _ ·of doing it. You then 

. throw the onus on him, and it is for the 
particular individual to prove his case. It is 
for him to show his accounts, calling witnesses 
to say he is not worth more than he is 
assessed. So that section 2 ot the amendment 
Bill makes it obligatory on the part of the 
individual that before he lodges an appeal the 
amount of money he is asked to pay has t~ be 
deposited before an appeal is heard; .in which 
case the particular appellant will not deprive 
a council of normal revenue for running the 
affairs of the council. 

Secondly, either he pays what he is 
assessed now or he pays what he paid last 
year, whichever is the less. We think that 
will not cau~e any hardship to anybody. 

Section 3 of -the amendment Bill makes 
provision in respect of the present 'operation 

_ of the law; namely, that in respect of an 
individual who has deposited a quarter of the 
tax he · is to pay. Where he has already 
lodged an appeal the balance which is still 
·in 'his hands by the lst of March, 1962, 
ought to be paid. 

The other provisions, Sir, are sections 4, 5 
and 6. Their purport is adequately explained 
w:ider the Objects and Reasons. Section 6 
hfls been inserted in order to facilitate the 
early collection of taxes, so that the consent 

-of the Director. of Public Prosecutions will be 
unnec_essary before anybody who is a tax 
defaulter is prosecuted in a court of law. 

Mr Speaker, I beg to move. 

The Minister of Justice and Attorney
General (Mr S. 0. Ighodaro): Mr 
Speaker, Sir,. I rise to second this Motion. 

In doing so, I would be doing inju~tice to 
myself if I just sat down without saying a 
word further. Lawyers are fond of nutshells. 
·I would like to say, in a nutshell, that what this 
Bill means is that an aggrieved person must 
pay· the whole amount _of his tax before lodging 

an appeal within the specified time. If he 
fails to do so he may be taken to Court by 
way of criminal proceedings or civil proceed
ings. In the criminal court the burden ·of . 
proof is on the person charged. I support 
the Motion on the following grounds. 

In the first place, the payment of the whole 
sum cannot be considered as . causing ·any 
hardship or of being oppressive. There is no 
evidence in this legislation of oppression or 
suppression. If there is any evidence of 
anything, it is just to express our belief 
that the time has come when matters of tax ot . 
income tax should be placed above politics'.~ 
There is no suggestion of arbitrary assessment'. 
in this Motion. In fact, it is to· negative' an-i' 
arbitrary assessment that you have a cho~ce~ 
a choice of paying the tax of the on!ceamsz·~ 
year of assessment. . If there is any 
in asking any one to pay the whole sum 

.. that will mitigate the_ severity of that u~-•.uu. ;;:· 
ness. 

This provision is not unusual. There are 
some other laws where Y,OU are expPI"T'PI1···,rn 
pay the whole sum. In some other 
the requirement will be fifty per cent, 
there is no need reminding this House tha 

<'originally, the perc;entage was fifty per: c.ent . . 
It was later reduced · to twenty-five per cent,· 
but circumstances have dictated the need ·for 
the revision of Government policy because 
many a great amount of money has been· in '' 
arrears and there is need to collect tl-iem. 
The ti_me limit is short-thirty· days
where the income tax is below £300, ,.and · 
where it is above £300, sixty days .. , . In 
some parts of the world-1. understand, · 
United Kingdom-the time' limit is twenty
one days, and in several parts of the Fed~ra- . 
tion the time is less and the sum equal. 
We know that . the amount spent has beerr . 

. classified: those with income above £300 ·and 
those under £300. 

Secondly, I would like to point out 'that ; _ 
there is no suggestion ' of what one mighf 
mistakenly call "do.uble penalty" by· taking 
criminal proceedings against defaulters and 
civil action to enforce the paymep.t of tax. 
I know that that section might generate a bit 
of controversy, especially when too much '• 
attention is focu§sed on .the conjunctive 
act. .. My learned Fri,(;!nds, without any hesita
tion, will know that it ·does ' not necessarily 
follow that both criminal proceedings and 
civil proceedings will be taken pari passu, or, 
that two mu~t be tal\en by any means. 
In fact, in many cases, civil proceedings ·will 
be enough and there will be no need to resort 
to criminal proceedings at all. (Several 
Opposition Members: Hal Hal) And some 

_meticulous people might say "Why not u'se a , 
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· )J ~ord like ·~or" ?' That word has been deli-
~ berately left out because, if it were used, 

it mi~ht lead some people to interpret it so 
WtQng ly that it could mean one or tw:o. 

/ They would not consider that, by the rules of 
tole interpretation, "or" " might mean "and" 
:my~· or "or' '. They may interpret it in many ,ways. 
no There are no two criminal proceedings, so the 
or. ' principle that it is a double penalty, one 

\ c)f,; lief . . · · uphold it. · (Some Opposition·Menibers: 
Are you anticipating it?) Oh, yes. I want 

disarm ynu. You cannot say "double 
·-n p-.ucu~J ' because the purpo~e of criminal 

·o.!l:'.tlrwn""'"'dings is punitive and the purpose of 
proceedings is for payment .of tax or to 

a debt due . to the State. After all, 
the services rendered by the State to the 

individual, the citizen has ' some obligation. 
Law or La:ws do not imply . her,e, as I 
said, Sir, that the ·two steps must be 

If you look at it very . meticulously, 
will find so ..... . (Interruptions). 

· The · other point I would .like to speak 
t is the interim measure oetween now and 

1962. That is to cover the cases of those 
uals whq deposited. their twenty_-:-five 

cent and still 'have their appeals pending 
if this were not . done~ there would have 
a lacuna in the Law. The right of appeal, 
is no tampering .with it. . You can still 

The bill does not destroy it; it does 
even suspend it. . ' 

. ~ } ' ' ' 

one other thing is to be noted: . the 
le · of reciprocity. It does · not apply 
And my hon:' Friends know that as 

as you talk of i eciprocity in the case of 
tax,. there is a general rule that it is 

'when we discuss cases of income tax. 

t then one other point. From the 
of .the debate iri the House in previous 

, I have heard someone might come and 
that the measure of proof required is too 

and some people might say that it is 
to ask that the burden of proof 

rest on the person charged. 
• I 0,. ., 

m the . House. 
\. 

Speaker:. This is respect for .our 
T hey should not be standing: (Several 

Members': Hear, hear). 

· Igh w laro: Mr President, Sir, to 
the onus of proof on the person charged 

in this kind of legislation. Cases 
quoted from th e Federal and other · 

of the F ederation. 

I am sure some Members of the Hou se 
might have the opportunity _of quoting the . 
relevant sections of the 'Law. Mr Speaker, · 
Sir, I would not like to embark on this, 
because I do not think that there is· anything 
really controversial in this Bill. It is very 
simple, it does not advocate any arbitrary 
assessment. In fact it condemns it; because 
if you were to face any tribunal that has . 
asse.ssed you arbitrarily, and you want to 

· appeal, you only need to pay what· you paid 
in the previous year. In fact t~at defeats 
arbitrary assessment. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to second the 
Motion which has been so ably .moved by 
the hon. Minister of Finance. 

Question proposed. 

Mr R. A. Akinyemi: Mr Speaker, · Sir, 
we on this side of the House are opposing 
this Motion, or this Bill, as it stands because 
it is one of the systematic conduct of the . 
Action Group Government of the Western · 
Region to annihilate their political opponents. · 
I would . like to say that this Bill, if passed, 
will automatically take away or repeal the 
power to appeal. A,nd wh~n I say ·this to 
the Minister of Finance, I say it with' the 
greatest respect. · 

For instance, when there . is an appeal in a 
Court of Appeal, either in the High Court or · 
in the Magistrate's Court, for civil or criminal 
proceedings, you can still · appeal to the
Federal Supreme Court. · You are not 
compelled to carry out the decision of . the 
Magistrate's Court pending the determination 
of your appeal. You can even, if the case 
was decided in a Magistrate's Court, bring a 
motion for a Stay of Execution pending the 
determination of your appeal. But as .. this 
Bill stands; I submit, with the greatest 
respect, that when a man is assessed and he 
says "I cannot pay £20", he must pay the 
£20 before he appeals. (Government Benches: 
You are wrong; you are wrong) . You must 
listen, instead qf heckling, you back-benchers 
there. (Laughter). · 

Supposing I am assessed £20 a·nd I cannot 
afford to pay? A man should be allowed to · 
deposit, say, Ss on appeal, or pay 25 per cent 
or one-quarter of the amount assessed whilst 
his appeal is pending. But as the Bill stands; 
he must either pay what he paid last year or 
pay the assessment for this year whilst he 
appeals. For instance,jf a man who has not 
been .assessed 'before is assessed, say, £20. it 
means he must pay the £20 before he appeals:. 
What ·I am saying, Mr Speaker, is that ther.e 
should be no necessity for him to pay the sum 
assessed when he is going on appeal. . Once 
a man has paid the sum assessed there should · · 

. r 
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be no necessity for him also to · appeal. If 
'one cannot pay this amount one will have to 

. 'face criminal or civil proceedings. It may . 
not be the Minister of I.,ocal Government, or 
the Minister of Finance, or the hon. the 
Premier himself; but I must, with the 
greatest respect, Mr Speaker, say that there 
is a question of vicarious liability in local 
council assessments. , The local government 
.councils have;! been · using their power of 
assessment to persecute their political oppo- . 
nents. Let me put in this way. These 
local 'governmeut councils, when they sue 
Action Group supporters, they say "You 
must pay £1 ", but when they sue a supporter 
of the NCNC they say "You must pay £10". 
Otherwise, they will bring .them to Court. . . .. 

. · The Chair.tp.~n . of the Agege · District 
~oun.cil has not paid 'tax for four years. 
He was assessed and he .appealed against it. 
'rhere was an NCNC man who was taken to 
co.urt and fined £20, whereas the Action 
Group man was fined only £1 10s. This is 
the systematic.conduct of the Action Group 
to anriihilate the Opposition in this Region. 
YoU: all clapped yesterday when Chief 
Tifase crossed the carpet. 

Mr Attorney-General, I am speaking on 
this 'Bill because the time will soon come when 
I should tell you in clear terms that this 
Bill is being used for political ends but ..... . 
(Interruptions). I am sorry, Mr Attorney-

.. General, that you were my teacher. I have 
. the greatest respect for yo~ in this House. 

The hon. · Minister of Finance said that 
there• have been arbitrary assessments of 
taxes ·both in the Midwest and other places. 
If he was aware, why was he not aware of 

·· Cabinet responsibility on this? I know you 
will not be meeting regularly. 

. : I will go further and say that Mr Attorney
General will not be there when instituting 
criminal and civil proceedings; nor · will the 
Minister of Finance be there. None of the 
members ~f this House will be there: I would 
mention tl\at in the Eastern Region, where the 
N.CNC is in power apd . had successfully . 

' liquidated the Action Group in the last 
election, there is no time when the NCNC 
used taxes . as an instrument of political 
victimisation. 

· : Government Benches: Go to Uyo! . · 

· Mr Akinyemi: When some Action Group 
members were arrested for tax defaulting, spme 
of .them were fined only £1 or £1 10s, whereas 
the NCNC men weie fined £10. They are 

· using the question of tax to satisfy their whims 

NCNC. No member of the Action 
institute criminal proceedings what will 
is that members of the assessment .... v ......... .. 

will bring criminal as well as civil ~ 
found against the NCNC. They ·are 
it in tl).e House but they do not know yvhat 
it is outside. ' · 

) '~~ 

So, with the greatest respect, Mr Speaker · 
.we are opposing this sys'tematic condu:ct · 
the Action Group to control the We!!tern 
Region. But don't forget that we are 
power in the Federal Government. We 
make and unmake. ·(Interruptions). · ·,.' 

Mr S. A. Layonu: Mr Speaker, / Sir, 
there is one aspect of this Bill on which I feel 
myself irresistibly impelled to say a•. few 
words. And that . is that, having carefully 
studied this Bill, I find that there is no ' 
it where this Government supports 
taxation of ·anybody in . any council 
the Region. All it seeks is the total 
tion of tax evasion in the Region. · 
a clear indication .. that the · Action·' · 
Government of Western Nigeria .. 
objects to any form of excessive · ~""''"·"'·vu11lllts 
especially where such a measure violate~ 
canon of taxation which deals with the u.v ....... ._ 

· of ability to pay . . 

This Bill should not be 
because it does not, I repeat, it does not seek 
to increase the present tax which people pay 
in the Region; nor does it seek to . o 
anyone with taxation. · · 

Sir, taxation is an unpleasant subject 
has never been popular with anyone. It is 
an instrument of financial pqlicy which ~very • · 
Government must use from time to 
It is the economic foundation of the . 
meht, the main and indispensable 
basis for the discharge of all 
functions. No Government can exist ......... _-,.., .. 
out it, because all the means of 
factories, transport, maintenance 
machinery of the Government, 
roadS, SUpply Of health and SOCial ~Pt'U11'of>l:l 
development projects, are the advantages .. 
taxes. Those who want all these 
must pay for them; therefore· delay ,., ... .... .,. ... . 
dangerous in paying taxes. That is · 
Government always bears in mind 
standard of living of tax-payers together 

• their earning capacity and purchasing 
before formulating a long range amLme:~ 
of · action, in order to implement its policy 

Sir, I allude to that wise, that be 
and ~hat ·noble section· of this Bill 
enacts-
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"The whole amount of any tax due . 

under.the assessment appealed against, or 
the amount paid by that person as tax for 
the preceding year of assessment whichever 

. is less". ' ·' , 

This part will definitely cease tax evasion. 
~ ' It is said,' " .The minority is not "always 
wrong and 'the majoritY is not always right". 
In this honourable House the minority is 
always. wrong. : From my own point of view, 
it seems to me that members of the Opposition 
always criticise simply for the sake of causing 
confusion and disagreement. · The people of 
Western Nigeria must be warned against the 
false alarm of naive politichms who have no 
plans for their welfare. It is only the victims 
of ·chaos and 'confusion . and enemies of 
progress who will oppose this Bill. If the 
Opposition believes in the principles of tax 
collection, but only · ., disagrees on their 
methods, they must be . constructive enough 
to suggest a better alternative. · 
; The . Action Gro~p Government of - the 
West is the Government of the workers, the 
farmers, and all lovers of progress . .. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am not an enemy of 
I · want more health and social 

I. want more development projects. 
I want more farin settlements. I want more 

. water supplies and ' :electricity . supplies. 
want more immediate tarring and improve

ment of roads~ and I want life more abundant 
every .- class of people irrespe~tive of 

'-'v ..... · ..... < .. 1eaning throughout Western Nigeria. 
.want more -amenities. · Therefore,. Sir, 

. I support this Bill. .. .. 

Mr P .. V. Okwesa: :Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
' estion of tax assessment is a very serious 

When we hear , the members of the 
Action Group speaking in this House-

Speaker: . Order, Order. 
of 'the Actton Group is not 

; or are you referring to the 
Government? 

The 
in this 
Action 

Okwesa: I meant leaders of the 
~~:st~ltt\c"ti~n Group, not the Leader. 

· When we meet with Ministers in this 
and hear . their policy stateme,nts they 

thi.Sl<ltligJtve the impressi9n that. they mean, well .and 
the trouble arising from these assessment 

•N>!-nnn•' do not originate from their 
' but when orie goes back . into the 

and studies the situation there, one 
avoid coming to the conclusion that 

is happening in the Provinces is what is 
into the heads ·of the local Action 
pers from their Oke-Ado headquarters. 

A few months ago, if you follow the trend 
of events, you will agree with me that
the Ministers- even · the Minister of Finance 
and the Minister of Justice and Attorney
G eneral cannot deny the fact- that their 
aim in bringing up this Bill is to liquidate · 
their political opponents. How ~an . I . not · 
believe this when the very Ministers of this 
very Government a . few months ago toured 
the Midwest? These Ministers told their 
local Action Group supporters: '.'We have 
given you the gun; we have given you the 
powder and the bullet to shoot your· political 
opponents. Why don't you shoot?" (Inter
ruptions). · Mr Speaker, 'Sir, what do they 
mean by this? This simply means: ''We · f 
have given you power of arbitrary assessment -
over your political opponents. Assess them 
arbitrarily in order to drive them· to the 
customary courts and thereby make political 
converts of them. If they will not · come 
over by persuasion or by a11y other means, 
then they must come over to the . Action 
Group by force". In this way, they want 
to reduce ' the 'supporters .of the NCNC 
and other non-supporters of the Action 
Group, and. thereby have only one party 
in the Region. · 

Now, as my previous speaker has said, 
take for instance a man who is just coming to 
the tax book for the first time in his life, or 
he might have been aggrieved during the 
preceding assessment. - He appealed, but 
his appeal was of no avail. He was forced 
to borrow money in order not to go to prisoti 
to .pay the, arbitrary assessment. During 
the present assessment he is assessed :rpore 
arbitrarily than ever before. Now, instead 
of lodging or depositing 25 per cent according 
to the provisions of the present law, he is 'now 
to pay the whole assessment. Borrow again! 
Perhaps he has not finished the repayment. of 
what he borrowed during the .previous . year. 
He must now be forced to borrow . money 
again or go to•prison. · (Interruptions). Why 
would the Government not allow this man to 
appeal by depositi!lg 25 per cent . of the 
assessed amount? Where will . he get the 
money to pay the whole assessment? Then he 
becomes a borrower. So, either way, he faces 
the prospect of going to prison: either due to 
his failure to pay the tax or due to his failure 
to repay what he borrowed to pay the· tax. · 
~e cannot avoid imprisonment in either way .. -

Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, the fact is there, 
which cannot be , argued: A man cannot 
be regarded as a rich man or a wealthy man 
simply because he· is not in the carp.p . of 
the Action Group or simply because he is 
in the camp of the Action Group's 
political opponents. I am aware of what is 

,· ,. 

'. 
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happening in the Region, particularly in the 
Midwest, that since the motion for the 
creation of the Midwest State was passed, 
local Action Group party men have openly 
said to the NCNC supporters: "If you do 
riot come over to the Action Group now, we 
are going to assess you more .during the next 
assessment than you paid in the previous 
year'~. And, as if to put th.eir threat into 
execution, all the names of the members of 
the assessment committ~es for the present 
assessment are wholly names of Action Group 

--supporters. NCNC -f:!upporters and members 
have been excluded from -that assessment 
committee. - That · is creating trouble in my 
.own Division now. - In the past it has been 
the practice in my own council for councillors 
to submit from their own wards names of five 
people to form members of "the assessment 
committee. for wards. That is to say, where 
an NCNCer was the councillor he submitted 
five · names; where .an A,ction Grouper _was 
the councillor he submitted five names, 
irrespective of party leaning and things, 
worked well: But because the aim of that 
p·arty now is to liquidate political opponents 
and have one party in the Region, they have 
excluded NCNG and non-supporters of the 
Action Group from the assessment COD;lmit
tee~. 

1 

Mr Speaker: Ord.er, Order. It appears 
the arrangement of the local assessment 

. committees is not dealt with extensively, but 
- the han. Member may refer to it, but I shall 
definitely rule against particularisation and 
I would prefer generalisation so that details 
about'· it will have to go' to the respective 

·councils. · 

' Mr Okwesa: I am referring to it only 
because this trouble about arbitrary assess
ment takes rise from the actions of the local 
assessment committees; they are fulfilling the 
plans made by the Headquarters, and 
whether they are fulfilling it in a wrong way · 
or in a right way I do ~at know; but- I think 
it is in the wrong way. Otherwise there 
would not have been troubles in the Region. 
(Interruptions). · 

All . right. Supposing a member of the 
Government Party and a member of the 
NCNC were regarded as equally wealthy or 
equally poor; both paid the flat .rate last year, 

-and this year th-e NCNC supporter is assessed 
£10 while the Action Group supporter 
is assessed at the fiat rate of £1 17s 6d. 
What is it now that has made the NCNC 
supporter richer than the Action Group -
supporter? He has bought no motor car; 
he _has not even bought a bicycle, he has 

' not built a house'; he has · not won 
sweepstake. What ,is it that has. -
.NCNC supporter richer than _his 
Group opponent or counterpart? · I 
that he is not a member of the Action 
but a member of the NCNC, and the aim 
the. Action Group Party is to liquidate· _ 
opposing parties and have one party in --the
Region. That is why members in ~~e -•, 
provinces are carrying out their '<plans; 
So we cannot believe that - leaders of -that 
party, the han. Ministers, have no hards ip. 
the assessment. - . :. -•.,J> 

.. .. "'•!,."'.' 1. ·.:k-

Chief Odebiyi: That is not true. ;. .:£l 
Mr Okwesa: Somethi~g must be 1 

- Mr Speaker, Sir, if this Bill is passed 
trouble must arise. -(Interruptions). 
ble -must arise. (Government Benches: 
where?). But we do not pray for· 
We want fairplay and justice. What--
good for an Action Group supporter is 
good for the NCNC. We do not argue · 
the usefulness ' of tax. Money 
from tax is used by the Govermnent :•.Tn.-.s.;'"·""'·"' 
provide amenities. We do -not dispute ' 
fact; but -because it is useful; that ~ · 
not - make it possible for one section _ 
'the public to be arbitra_rily assessed · 
the other is normally assessed. We. -

·all · be assessed according to our 
So that, as the Minister of Finance has 
you ca_nnot liquidate your .political · IJU!!"'u"'' 

by arbitrarily assessing the members of 
party. You may fail. But I !Ull advising tHe' 

.. Govermnent to consider well this action · 
tax assessment, make appeals easier for 
advise Action Group supporters in the ...... ,.,~ ... _,,, 
to assess their members fairly and justly, 
when arbitrary assessment is introd 
appeals should be made possible. :·. 

In this case this - Bill - is making 
against arbitrary assessment 
The aim is to imprison NCNC supporters 
compel them to leave their party-the p 
which they believe is the best party for thf~m-~\ 

· to cross over. Many do not like carpet! 
crossing. I do not like: the applause given to 
carpet-crossers. · · I like to stick to my 

Mr Speaker, Sir, _ I oppose this -Bill for the 
reasons .I have submitted . . - ;-' ; ··; .,· 

. - ~· 
Mr B. Olowofoyeku: Mr Speake~, Sir · 

in joining my colleagues on this side of t-h•" ''·>! -w 

House in opposing the Bill, I would say that 
this House, _··within the last three years, 
happened to be faced with a pleth01;a ~f 
amendments to the Income Tax Law, and 
one wonders what is the purpose of all these 
amendments. We' all agree that no Govern-
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JMR OLOWOFOYEKU] would like to see you abolish all the reliefs ih . 
' respect of people who have houses of about 
; ment can survive unless it has made provision £ 4,000 and more, abolish .all the. relie. fs in 
;for a sound fiscal policy. You will all agree h h ld 
;that every Government should collec. t reason- respect of people who have sent t elr c. 1 ren 

to England for education. If you have. no ~able tax from the people. . . money, you cannot afford to send your 
' · B~t ~hat we do not agree about is that the children to England. Why then should you 
· amendments which ·have b~eh coming to give such people the reliefs? Instead of 
this House since the past three years have, as doing all these, instead of making the .. 
a purpose, the . increase .bf .. revenue. · If ~e.. taxation burden high on the rich ·people and . 

! look at the purposes and reasons shown m low on the poor people, what do we find? 
='this Bill there is nothing at all which indicates Apart from this, people who are accused of 
' that~ the' Government has proposed this these taxes are people who cannot pay £10, 
; amendment with · the view of collecting people .who cannot pay £15, people who. 
•,increased revenue. All it shows is that it is cannot pay £20. There are people like the 
to enable appellants to pay ~orne money, to han. Minister who, if he is asUed to pay 

~ enable people to be prosecuted-that is all ' £500, can just issue a cheque and not even 
ithe reason which the Minister of Finance has· know that he has paid anything. · 
:1shown iri this Bill. . . · I must say, Sir, that clause 3 of this Bill is 
.,, There is no doubt that the . fiscal policy of very onerou.s. There is no reason, M.r 
:this Government is nothing but sound and Speaker, why anybody who ·wants to appeal 
~·there is need for a general reappraisal of the from excessive assessment should be made to 
~whole taxation machinery in this Region. pay an appeal fee of five . s~illings. What is . 
,)In reappraising the taxation machinery the Government going to do w1th the -appeal 'fee 
·· efforts should not be to oppress further the ·of five shillings? It is only . putting an 
>;poor people. Statements have been m~de obstacle in the Vl:ay of .the appellants, and if · 
~ . from · this side of the House that the taxatiOn the intention is to prevent frivolous appeals, · 
{:~olicy in this Region is designed to victirpise as suggested by the han. ~i~ister of Fina?c.e; 
f[lhle.mbers of the Opposition. Unfortunately, why not make this' five s~Illmgs a depos1t 1? . 
8'2fhe Member 'for Ede Ejigbo, who crossed respect of the money whtch the tax-payer 1s 
$/dver to ... the . Government side only about going to pay finally? 
~' f~rty-eight years-· (Government Benches: Under this same clause the tax-payer is 
~~forty-eight hours ago, please). ·.It ~as only supposed to pay all the J:?Oney which. he is 
~ forty-eight hours ago. · I ·. ,Wtsh 1t ~ere · assessed or the money whtch he has pa1d the 
~possible for ine to collecj: all the sp~ec~es he p~eceding year. I hear~ t~e Member for 
•.has made in this House about taxatiOn m the Ede Ejigbo say that this IS a very ?~od 
. Region. I wish. that i_t had been possible for provision. But it would be a good prOVISIOn 
· .. him to be cross-examin~d on the speeches he if we are ·all aware that the economy of the 
.has made in this House, and then we would Region -a's a whole· is bouyant. We can say . 
~·like to ask him what has caused this change that the rrian who made a profit of £100 last 
~,of

1

1 attitude within only forty:eight hours. · year is g~ing to gain more. p_ro~t t~is year: 
>But that is not my pres~nt asstgnment. · But if that is not the case; 1t IS posstble that 
:., we support, there is no doubt, that this the man who made a profit of £1oo last year 

!
Region should have healthy finances. W,e . has made only a profit of £50 this year. 
support the view that the Government s Why do you expect him then to pay the t~x - . 
finances should be bouyant. But we do not on what he has paid last. year . when he IS, 
support the view' that th~ poor ~eople of. the complaining this year .that he is .over-assessed? 
Region should be oppressed With taxatl?n; . '· The Minister of Finance' should realise 
that is the only reason why we are opposmg that what I am referring to is the actual 
·this BilL . profit. I am not talking about the assess-'. 
~.. If this .Government that has paid too much ment. If a man has been assessed on £50 . 
lip service to sociali~m. has come out :Vith a this year and was assessed on £100 last year, 
big project for rehevmg · the . poor, 1f t.he he has no good case if · he goes on appeal. 

· Government has come out, for mstance, ~Ith · But if a man has been assessed on £200 last 
a 'Bill seeking to take . all reliefs ............... " year when his total profit was only £100 and 
(Interruptions)...... he managed to pay an assessment on £20~, 

~ ·.Mr Speaker, I dop't intend taxatlon to .be ~md this year he is assessed on £300 ~hen hts 
· abolished. On the other hand, I would hke \ total profit is only £100; how do you expect 
kto see in :this Region a super-tax. ' I would · him to pay the new assessment and how do 
~- like people who have houses of about £4,000 you .. expect him to pa.y the asse~sment o~ 
and more to be taken out from reliefs. I £200 which he has pa1d the previous year? 

~~~; 

\ 
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My humble advice to this Government is 
'that if the 25 per c'ent which is paid on appeal 
is considered too low, ·it might be increased 

~to SO per cent. But it is nothing good at all 
to expect a· man to pay all the amount of 
assessment before he goes on appeal. 

.... Similarly, clause 3 of this Dill is onerous, 
in that under this section the Minister wants 
anybody who appeals-(Interruptioi1s). bh, 
Mr Speaker, I wish to refer to clause 3, 
original: · 

· "Notwithstanding that any appeal is 
· . pending before any local committee or any 

court tax shall be paid in accordance with 
the assessment of the Board or the area 
assessment committee, ·as the case may be, 
within the period prescribed by or under 
this Law for the payment ' .thereof and if 
it is not so paid, criminal proceedings 

.. for failing to pay and civil proceedings to 
. · enforce its payment may be instituted 
: .. ·against the person concerned in accordance 
. with the provisions of this Law: 
· · ' Provided that any person who before 

appealing to a local committee has deposited 
··· with the Board ot: the rating authority, as 

.· ' ·the case may be, 2S 'per cent of the tax 
· •. due · from him shall be liable to pay, 

not later than 31st March, 1962, only the 
:.,bahmce of the tax due under the assessment 
·. appealed against and not so deposited, 
and any .part of the tax already deposited 
shall be deemed to · be part-payment 
thereof". ' 

This is what we say will be onerous ·for ' the 
tax.:payers. If they are-going to-pay anything 
.at all, pending the appeal, they should not 
pay more than SOper cent. 

· In respect of the provision about the 
interim measure, people who have . paid 
2S per cent are -now expected to p'ay the 
balance before the 31st March this year. 
I would humbly say, Mr Speaker, that these 
people also, even if the Government has not 
budged in respect of all the other provisions
these people who have paid their deposit of 
2S per cent should be allowed to pay the whole 
qf what they have paid last year, if that. is also 
less. If the man has paid £4 last year, and 
this year you assess him on £20, and he has . 
paid a deposit of £5, how now would you 
expect him to pay the balance of £1S? · 
Why don't you allow him to pay whaf he has · 
p'ai<;Ilast year, 'ilwhich is £4, pending the 
determination of the appeal. And if the 
Government has got the interest of the people 
at heart, as I venture to hope, then the 
Government will not be averse to making 

that provision for .making that · ch.ange~ · ' { j 
. enabling people who have paid, their pe.rceri;. 1 
tage to pay the di~erence between t,pe Berc~n. ·· ·b 
. tage they have pa:Id'· and the amoun,t . of ta;..··· ~ 't< 
they paid the previous year. · 

There is no doubt that , members of tne . 
Government are well aware that the cus ~. 
.tomary courts have become a .nuisance i 
this Region in rcspe~t of their dealings witH ; 
tax assessment. In my constituency, · 
man w,as prosecuted in the month of Augus .' 
last year because he paid his tax of £2 12s 0 · o.. 
in February instead of December. .He could P, 
not pay the amount in December; he paid in . . l<: 
February, and in August of the same year; tc 
six months after he has paid the tax, he was , · 
taken before , a customary court because · 
there were local council ele~tions pending, ,:~ 
and he was jailed six months without any ·. 
option of a fine, contrary to the provisions of~ 
the · · Law! And before · he was jailed, · 
representations were made . to the ·Local 
Gov~rnment Adviser that this man ·wa.J\ 
going to be jailed. An Action Group · 
member for Ilesha had said that the 'man; . at 
should be jailed, but the Local Government s, 
Adviser said nothing; the Permanent Secre~ ' p; 
tary m the Mmistry of Local Government · 
coLild not do anything, and the man had to 
go to jall! A man who has paid all lus . 
tax SIX months previously! I thmk . that 
if these thmgs come to you, you will realise • 
the importance of establishing in this Region ··· 
~.omething like a tax court; to be chairmanned, ,g ' 
or to be presided over, by trained practitioners 
-. -trained lawyers-and let these people· 'go · 
round when the time comes and sit over tax ~. 
appeals, than to have people at the tim~~ <i( 
elections. · · , -~: .. '• ' 

If you do this, I think it will .lend (c; ed.it.: . · M 
to the Government; but oh the' :yvhole; * · t~ 
Mr,.Speaker, this Bill, as it stands, is opposed ~: I ;i 
by us on this side of the House. · ··. " frl 

. di; 
The Regional Minister in · the Mi~istryi ~h 

of Justice (Mr · J. E. Babatola): >~ Mr·~·' J.u 
Speaker, I join the band of hon. Members · ;. L< 
who support this Bill. May I say, as · ,a· 1' r. 
Minister, · . . that legislation such as this,~; , He 
whether in its original or amended ·forp1, '~' ' 
should fall . into one. of three cat~gories. '-. 

Firstly, legislation may be unsound or··. 
unreasonable in its conception, and · conse.!. ~1. . 
quently injurious in its application in the ·,, ap 
short run as well as in the long run. .·•• ".;- "'.: ~ ha 

Gt 
Secondly, a law may, notwithstanding' th·e.i. 1m 

merits of its conception, impose hardship, W• 
real or apparent, in the short run but prove : ha· 
profitable in the long run. The law, as 
it is at present applied, appears to me to fall 
in this category. 

no 
fro 
Tl 
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BABATOLA] toma~ ~ourts . • (Pro[Qnged interruptions· from 

Thirdly, th~ purpose of legislation may Opposztwn Benches). That is. to say, those 
well conce.tved and profitably executed who were NCNC members before becoming 
~ ::rntiSfoc:riiiiJD d :sill ~.d. T.bt> .:rnemher.s <Of -cu..<:;t.crr:ruu:y ICOUnR But ~-or-d~ 
~ .ll!l.!..-~lbe~~:a!!llll.ca\.~ ~ .jt. ~ ~ ~ <tli) ~~ " ... _ ,J.;. 

to raise this Region"s income tax law Service lS'oa:trdl makes. tlltenl.> ttr'l"t.kl!~an(.S llb:a:!!,. 
in this category of legislation. I come immediately they take up their jobs as 

conclusion for two reasons. ·members of customary courts, they must not 
. ; th'e amendnienf which stipulates . . pl~y ~ctivo politics j they m ust not show any 

the tax-payers should deposit the whole bias as politicians. · However, . they ' are 
. assessed sum or . the amount of tax allowed· to vote; they are allowed to exercise 

in the previous year, whichever is the .. their. ·other political rights short of playing 
makes it possible for our local councils party politics . 

.... ,., .... h.~ ... • funds with which to maintain the 
services for th~ welfare and convenience 

electorates. If we allow the present 
of affairs to continue, the councils will 

·the necessary funds which it requires · 
health, convenience and welfare of the 

Thus, · the · amendment corrects a' 
which, as I have said, some mis
politicians apply; that is, politicians 

try to mobilise popular sentiment 
opinion· against . the payment of tax. 
politicians,· in my ·view, Sir, are un,.

.n.,i'r•ni-•' in their motives. . 

Secondly, Sir, ·. I praise this Bill since it 
· that the tax-payer should pay the 

h .. -..~ · n~r... ,of the previous year's tax, if that is 
than the current year's · . assessment. 
it ·becomes abundantly clear that this 

Jn<)lU<fiu·ovenlm t · has, . as its policy, the con
of the tax-payers. It is a vindication 

our consid~ration and sympathy which 
''~"~u1uers of this Government have been noted 

· 'Now to come to· one point which the 
er from Ilesha has raised, namely, 

case of a man who was jailed at Ilesha. · 
I. re.member, Sir, that when the hon. Member 
from Ilesha reported this· matter to, me, I 

say at the time that the person concerned 
go and appeal and that a report of the 

Judge concerned should be made to the 
Local Government Service Board. That, 

· I··hope ·Sir, vinc,licates our assertion in this 
that we do not support unscrupulous 

..... L .. LJ'-""' of Customary Courts. · We do_ not · 
much about the appointment of these 

Customary Court Judges~ · There is a Local 
Government Service Board which makes these . 
appointments, and~ the Ministers have no 
hands iri these appoint_ments .. The · Action . 
Group as such, in any of its localities, is not . 

.involved in making these appointments. 
We should . not forget that human b~ings 
have their frailties, and that these. Judges are 
n<;>t, throughout the Region, exclusively drawn 
from· the ranks of Action Group Members. 
There are some NCNC l\1embers of cus-

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

. Mt· J. U ." E. Agbaza: Mr Speake.r, Sir, 
I rise to support this Motion, and in suppo'rt:.. 
ing it . I wish to :say that this Bill is no.t 

·contentious in any . respect'. It is a :Bill 
y.rhich should be supported by both sides 
of the House. From the _Objects and 
Reasons shown on the draft Bill you wiil 
observe that there . is nothing which is bad 
or which is objecti()?able .in the Bill. . 

'" Members on the other side of the House 
have started opposing the Bill while,' quite 
frankly, I don't see any reason why they . 
should do so. The hon. Member for Aboh 
said that the assessment committees were 
not good at all. He· himself will remember 
what happened at Aboh · where NCNC 
members went to fight members of the · 
assessment committee. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there is a particular 
reason why the NCNC members are opposing 
the Bill. You . will notice that unde'r . the 
existing Law one has to pay 25 per cent" 
of the amount before one can appeal. With 
that ·type of thing, if a person were asse~sed 
on £1 lSs 3d he . would only have to pay 
9s }td. He would keep the difference for 
a period of o:r;..e year. The result is that the 
Government will not get the money, and the 
appeal will not go on . . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if I might be allowed to 
say so, the Member for Urhobo is the c~air
man of a local council and his council cannot 

· even pay their staff · for four months. 

(Government Benches: Fire on.) 

Mr P. K. Tabiowo: That is a very serious · 
allegation. ·It is utterly tf'ntrue. It is not 
correct to say that my council has not been ,, 
able to pay for fotir months. .On the other 
hand, it is his own council which could 'not.· 
pay its council staff for six months: , . ,_. . L, 

'-'· 

' I 
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M r Agbaza : Look at him; he lost a local that they have to pay more and the Govern
election to an Action Group pupil teach,er. ment rectifies the position, they have to .agree 
That is a shame. He should resign. It is no that it is so. We on this side of the House 
use for you to come here and make allegations believe 'for once that the NCNC lias no .·· 
of suppression and annihilation. I am sure right to come here and oppose . this Bill. 
you don't even know the ~acts yourself. (Opp9sition Benches: We have ·e.very right· .to ' 

Mr .Speaker, Sir, - this · Government has do S(l, We are the w_a~ch-dogs of the peop~e) ; : •. 
taken a· step in the right direction about the It is not enough to oppose a Bill because 
question of tax assessment in this Region. you want to oppose it. This Bill is reason
The law as it stood was too loose. able. That is what I want you to under

The hon. Member for Aboh said that there 
would be trouble. He promised to incite the 
people to commit crime. Those of us who 
come from Urhobo Division know. this to be 
true: if you go and ' arrest a "rate defaulter he 
. will not accept a demand notice. If you ask 
him to go and attend a q.1stomary court, he 
will not, for 4e will tell you that the Midwest 
Government is coming and that v; hen it comes 
"we shall attend its court" . . The NCNC 
incited theni not to go to the customary courts, 

· and ·if I have ·to give other instances since 
this . question of their State which they will 
control when they. go to heaven, not even 
on · this earth- (Applause from Government 
Benches)-. you will be surprised. 

At a place in Isoko; called Irere, when the 
messengers went to tax defaulters, what did 
they do? They locked. the messengers up 
and I _had to call two policemen in order to 
releas~ the messengers. ·At a village, Elu, 
messengers took a van to arrest rate defaulters. 

· The people broke the van and beat up the 
inessengers, · and it also became necessary 
for us to get the Nigerian Police to release 
the messengers. NCNC rate defaulters went 

. and beat up customary court members in ati · 
open court and the rate defaulter who was 
taken before the court was released by them 
by force; and they told him that when they 
get their own Midwest Government they 

. would · try him. They took their man out of 
· the court. 

' The NCNC in this Region .is growing 
wings. Th~ wings must be cut; otherwise 
.they will ' continue at this rate and, of course, 
nobody will entrust the destiny of this 
Region into their hands. How do yo'U · 

-wish t<? control millions of pounds which 
are ·owned by the Government of this 
~Wil. when you cannot control the accounts 
o-fro b :rF council? 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I do hope that the time 
• has come when the que~tion of tax policy has 

to ·be understood by the . N CN C as a 
measure-· it is a measure- alone of the 
G overnment. It is not a matter which they 
$.00\ ld d~.ld~, If th~ ~\""Crnment .. die\~J 
that they had to pay twenty-five per cent 
down, and now the Government believes 

stand. · (Opposition Benches: Go and explain. 
this measure to your electorate). 

Hon. Members on the opposite side know· 
very well that local councils nominate' their 
members for the assessment committees, and · 
these include both NCNC and Action ·Group . 
supporters, so that once Governmeiit has 
approved the committees the duty of the · 
councils is to work with these committees. 
It is not right to come to the floor of this 
House and say that the people you ~reco.m-
mended are not good. ' ·· . : . 

' - • . • • ,? '. 1 -~ _,. 

A member has said that there will JJe 
trouble. . He is already anticipating t rouble 
when it has riot come. That means that, as 
usual, he will incite the people. · ~ · ··.1 . · _ ~!. ..... ,,""''''·'·~ 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think th~t the 
General should look into the 
providing special magistrates to 
rate defaulters becau8e, if there 
magistrates, they will not come to~ 
customary courts and so the cpuncils :w'ilf 
in the same trouble in which they . 
(Opposition Benches: Good. That ;'is 
the' points we made). But I am sure 
talking of the rate defaulters, not of the · 
You definitely know that, last time in ............ h,, . .,., .. 
you brought about ten lawyers, and how, 
you . end? The people paid the 
(Opposition Benches: How much 
pay?) Go and ask the Clerk of the ~~uu"" 
he will tell you. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, some 
Nigeria Police have taken it upori tnc::ml)~!~ 
to be the agents of the NCNC in cer1tam 
of 'the .Region. ·For instance, 
Actio1;1 Group member goes to ~lie: 

. they will take no action; and when an 
goes they will speed up action. is' · 
happening is this, l\1r Speaker. If -you take' 
~ r~'te clefuu1rer to the court and a customary 
court finds him guilty, he runs to the Nigeria 
Police to report that, because he had not 1 
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ree given ·the presidet)t £2, that is why 'he was 

ai-rested. The next thing the police will do 
is to drag the president and all the member~ 

t of the court to the police station for ques
,t)t?~' ~· tioning. If the NCNC continues to do th~t, 
.e ·i . -~ it is very bad . . · Those members of the Pollee 
{se: · ·· "fore~ who are unscrupul~us assist the NCNC 
•n- • , 1n th1s way. 

ise 
no . 
:ill. 

~r

lin 
~-
)W 

~1r 

:ld 

~ ' . . 
·1 · Mr Spe~ker: This appears to be a con-
• venient time for a short break. 

l Sitting su~pend~d f!l 11.SO a.m. 
"Sitting resum~d at 12.45 p.m. 

1p ! . Mr D. E . . Okumagba: I have to thank 
.as · · the Speaker for affording me an opportunity 
he ' J. today to comment briefly on this Bill. "' . . . . . . 
;~ : -t• ·: Anyone who has watched the events in· the 
tl~ '· ·~· Western Region in the past four or five 
a- ·'· years in .connection with tax assessment will 
[ .. ·;~· . ..., agree with me' that .there is nothing in this 

. ~' .; Bill to recommend it. When ' the Leader of 
. the House stood up to · move the Second 

Reading of the Bill, I expected that he would 
give us other reasons than those given in the 

· ects of ' the Bill to convince us of the 
· necessity for this amendment, but instead, 
· after hearing his speech, I was convinced 
beyond doubt that the Government has not 

· us sincere , cause for introducing this 
amendment. 

I am most surprised that the Action Group 
the Western Region Government, that is 

e up of people who are from time to time 
up biggerstruggles in the attempt to 

fundamental human rights, have 
"''""~ •. uduced a Bl11 that makes it impossible for 

i'ndividual to ' seek redress when he 
ers.- himself . aggrieved. 'The Action 

roup must be ashamed'· to introduce a Bill 
this House tha:t will not give an individual 

right to appeal. ·· I say this because,, in 
Bill, the provision. for appeal does not 
the appellant- the fight for appeal is 

y denied. Why should he appeal? 
re .he .is allowed to. appeal he is bound to 
the tax for the last year or the one for · 
following year. · I · think the majority of 

have appealed against their assessments 
they. find .that they cannot pay the 
they have been assessed. But, 

. to the provisions of this Bill, you 
to pay that money, whether you have the 

or not, or there is no necessity for 

I meant to challenge the Attorney..:General 
h,e said that there is no provision in the 

·that necessitates anything like double 
In the Bill, there is provi- , 

•. 

sion for criminal procedure against any tax 
defaulter. Now, it -is common . knowledge 
thaf in conn-ection with all tax assessments 
the ' battle will be, and will always continue 
to be, a battle between Action Group 
supporters on the one side and NCNC 
supporters on the other side. Whether you 
believe it or not, this is the position. I would 
like it very much if there were _provisions ''in 
the Bill stipulating . that all appeals in tax 
matters should go to the Magistrates' Courts 
or the High Courts. J'hen we should be 
convinced that there is sincere intention to · 
correct the mistakes they (Action Group) 
have already made. 

There is another aspect of the Bill which 
is very, very undesirable. I refer to the 
retrospective nature of the Bill. At the 
moment, there are a number of tax appeals all 
over the Region. In Asaba Division . alone, · 
there are tax appeals, which are more than 
8,000, that are lying with the High Court, . 
and there are several in other Divisions in the 
Midwest and all over the Western Region. 
Now, it is provided in the Law that all people 
who have been· assessed to pay any amount 
are bound to pay whatever they have been 
assessed not later than 31st March, 1962. 
Why should you introduce a Bill that still 
has effect on the things that have been done 
in the past? . Should the Bill have retrospec
tive effect, I think that would be a very bad 
trap to be used by the Government of the . 
Region; so, if they are sincere that their only 
purpose is to make some adjustment in the 
Bill to make the collection of rates and taxes 
a little easier, there should be no necessity 
for making the Bill retrospective. 

Now, before I take my seat, Mr Speaker, 
I want the Leader of the House, the hon. 
Minister of Finance, and members of the 
Government to take note that this is a . 
serious matter and there should not be any 
doubt as to thP. effect of this Bill if it passes 
this House t;day. You have. given the 
instrument of oppression, without any hesita
tion, to your supporters. . They will assess 
arbitrarily; they will institute • criminal 
proceedings; they will institute civil proceed
incrs against supporters ofthe NCNC. I have 
noo apology in announcing to this House that 

. the passage of this Bill this afternoon would 
be an act of · declaration of war-civil war
against members of the NCNC, and I here, 
on the floor of the House, call on the members 
of the NCNC to come out in this civil war in 
self-defence. There is no need .introducing 
a Bill that will bring·nothing but hardship on . 
the members of the NCNC. If there is any 
sincere · purpose in the introduction. c:f th.is 
Bill, we should have seen .some prov1s10ns m 

Q 
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[MR QKUMAGBA] . have thousands, . we must de~itely _ 
the Bill which make it impossible ·for those Judases. There is no doubt about 
who·will be_responsibl e--for tax assessment to (Interruptions) . . ·But ·there •are some J~~ ....... .., ... . 
~ax people arbitrarily. ' in the NCNC. (InterrU:ptions). The · 

When the :Leader of the· House introduced . is this, Sir. When it comes to the question '. 
the Bill he agreed with me when he said that of victimisation, well, human .. nature . beil1g ' . 
there was no doubt as to whether or not there what it is·, there are some people who are J ' 

were arbitrary assessments everywhere. I really over-enthusiastic and who will use th(( . 
agree with him, and he should agree with me weapon in their hands to do worse things on: '. . 
too that there are people who will be frus- · earth. And it has been said in this Hous~ ' ' 
trated and who have in fact been reluctant to (and I am. repeating it) that the policy of the 
pay these taxes and . rates assessed because party to which I belong, the Action Group; 
they have been assessed arbitrarily. ' Then, lS that we shall never, never at any' time, 
if you are making provisions in the amend- . tolerate victimisation of political oppo~ep.ts. 
ment to make possible the easy collection of .Mr Speaker," Sir,' Twill ,' only ~ef~r the 

. taxes or rates, . one would expect that you Opposition to certain points which they 
(the Minister of·Finance) would have thought think they have made in this House. It lias 
that there was a necessity to introduce some often been said tha~ charity begins frorn : 
provisions in the Bill that wQuld make it home. What are their attacks on this Bill? , .. ,.,"...,"· 
impossiple for those who would be responsible Let · us go straight to section 2 of the Bill 
for.· tax assessment ' to tax people or assess which refers to the question of conditions of.~ 
people arbitrarily. . Since there is no provi- appeal. What are the conditions laid down? ~ . 
sion like that in the Bill, I agree with other Pay ordinary Ss. And the second condition · 
speakers in mainta~ning that the only purpose is this, that · before you appeal · you will pay:l;·~·-~,, t:.'!ll ·'+; 
of the Bill is to make it possible for the the sum assessed, either the one assessed list ' 
members of the · Action Group all over the year or the new assessment-whichever is less:·; 
Region 'to oppress members of the NCNC to Well, in the Federal Government, -·Sir, we: . . 
submission. have the NCNC and the NPC managing 

Mr 'Speaker, Sir, I oppose the Bill. the government of the Federation; and what ·. 
is the tax law in the Federation? In thatr · 

Mr A . .. A. ' Ad~sanya; Mr Speaker, Sir, 
this · d,eclaration ·of war against tax evaders 
and ' tax defaulters is the declaration of war 

. against the supporters of the NCNC; my 
Party is proud to declare that war. (Hear, 
hear),. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I personally cannot 
think of anything more logical or more . 
. sensible than the explanation given by .the 
mover of this Motion and the seconder. 
It is quite plain, and I thought that perhaps 
the Opposition would be contented with that, 
and waste no time. In fact, . the learned 
Gentlemen over there, particularly my 
learned senior gentleman> . the Q.C., will 
never make ·any attempt ·to talk over this 
matter because ..... . (Interruptions). He only 
tried to push the juniors forward and say 
"Come along; you just study it; I will do the . 
game myself and talk on this Bill because itis. 
really proper". 

Mr Speaker, Sir, what the Opposition have 
been talking since morning is this : that there 
is arbitrary assessment and that, perhaps 
this will be used as a weapon by the supporter~ 
of the Action _Group · against the supporters . 
of the NCNC. In that very respect, Sir, I 
think the assurance given by the mover and 
the seconder is definitely . sufficient. Out 
of twelve you will definitely get a Judas, and 
in any party or any .association where we 

case, .. Sir, I would ·.rt;fer · the · House; if 
Speaker permits ·me, · to section 40 (c) · of 
Income Tax Law as publishe<;l in the Supple.;: 
ment of the Official Gazette · (Extraordinary) 
No. 47, Vol. 48 of 30th June, 1961. That one , 
states that befqre you can appeal ·when you- ~-
are assessed in . the Federation of Nigeria~ :· 
that is the one controlled by the NCNC and 
the N.P.C., you would be asked to 'pay. a 
deposit of an amount equal to the tax• you '·· 
paid in the preceding year or . one-half of the 
tax charged by the assessment under appeal, 
whichever is greater. (Interruptions). • -

Mr Speaker, , Sir, the only pity is ·tliat the 
Opposition would not listen; they read their . 
Bills upside down. ·In the 'Federation of 
Nigeria, where the NCNC and the NPC ' 
control the government, the condition of 
appeal, Sir, is that you deposit . either · the .' 
amouttt assessed for the preceding year or · · 
half of the assessment for this year-·· 
whichever is greater. (Interruptions). 
Speaker, Sir, what have we done here? 
point is this, Mr Speaker. If last !. 
according to the Law in the Federation, 
were assessed £20, _and this year you ar~ ; 
assessed £60- well, half of £60 is £30..:... · 
bP:fnre you can appeal, you have got to pay · 
£30 instead of £20. (Interruptions). : 

What is the position in the Western 
Region? Here, · if you were assessed £ 10 
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la~t year, and you ~re as~essed £ 20 this year; 
before you can appeal, you will· pay whichever 
is the less- which is £10. (Hear, hear). 
The ·gentlemen of the . Opposition will say 
that this thing is oppressive. If it is 
oppressive, I would advise the gentlemen in 
the Opposition to go home and co-operate and 
try. . to right the ~rongs in the Federation. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as j t is not usual for the 
Memb:!rs of this side of the House to repeat . 
themselves, I willtry as much as possible to 
be brief. ' ' 

· ·_ Let ·us go to the second p~int which . ~he 
. Opposition will want us to believe a bit. 
Well, the fact is they are just trying to play 
to the gallery. ·· Let us come to the question 
of__ double punishment. They say the ; e is 
double punishment; but criminal action 

· should be taken as well as· civil action. 
That is what they regard as double punish
ment. In .that case again, Sir, I would refer 
'to the Income Tax Law of the Federation of 
Nigeria, that is, sections 59 and 61. , (Read 
it). With the permission of the Speaker, 
r will read it. ' ( . 

' 
· , "The insthution of proceedings for or 

the imposition of a penalty, fine, or a term 
of imprisonment under, , this Act, shall not 
relieve any person from liability to payment . 

, of any tax for which he is or may become 
liable.'' 

This states that the provisions 

punishment comes in. If after a criminal I 
action is taken somebody pays that amount, 1 

the que3tion of civil action would not come . 
up beqmse, ~y that time, he would no longer , 
be liable because he Las paid · after the 
criminal action, and therefore, Mr Speaker, 
I say, and I am submitting to the members of 
the Opposition, ·that I am trying to teach · 
them that there · i~ nothing Jike double · 
punishment in this particular Act. · ' · 

The other point the learned 'Gentleman on ' 
the opposite side tried to make before he went 
away- it is a pity he is not now here- is 
that the onus of proof, according to this Bill 
(section 6 of our Bill) takes away what is ' . 

· known as the Common · Law right of the '· 
citizen. If anybody, without lawful justifica- · 
tion or excuse, tries·to evade tax or refuses to . 

. pay his tax, the proof there lies on the person 1 

charged. The' hon. Members said that by ' 
doing that we are trying to place an .embargo · 
in the ·way of somebody who appeals, and ' 
that we are evading the onus of proof to the · 
defendant. Well, Mr learned Gentleman, · 
I am definitely · sure that ·the other two 
gentlemen, who are really your seniors, could ' 
not make such a point. They know it · is 
definitely out of place, and I am really happy . 
that my learned Gentleman over there will · ' 
never make that point because he knew quite · 
well that it was really irrelevant; becaqse .the ·. 
question of proof in' this mate,rial ·case- is 
something that is fully well known to the . 
other side. 

shall not affect any criminal · ·In the general law of this country, and any · 
proceedin·gs under . any , other enactment. · country for that matter, if anybody owns a 
And what do we get here? It only says fire-arm without a licence, and is caught . 
what .we all believe, and I am sure the and taken to Court, the onus of proof lies on 

too do-.believe, that tax defaulters him to prove that he obtained the licence. 
tax evaders are the enemies of the State. It doe~ not lie on the prosecution to say "Qh 

there are enemies of the State, well, there . yes! he has not obtained the licence". The 
be punishment meted out to them. onus 'of proving or submitting your licence . 

· this Law just states is: because you are · lies on you, and immediately you come out 
enemy of the State, there must be . ·a of that, then th€,thing can shift. · 

for that and the an:lount you owe Well, my learned 'Gentleman-(Interrup-
the State, despite all this, must still· have · 
be paid. . ., · · · tions). In that particular respect, Sir, may 

I refer again , to section 4 5 ( 4) of the laws of 
Sir, I make an .analogy: . .If·somebody, say, the Federation of Nigeria as far as the ~ 

clerk of the Barclays Bank, misapprppriates question of income tax is concerned. ·This 
· , say·, about £60 or £600, he is criminally section of the .law confirms · that the onus · of 

for what he "has done. But that fact proof lies with the man who, without any I 

'would not ' prevent the Barclays Bank lawful justification or excuse, fails to pay his , 
sueing this man or taking him up by tax and . is subsequently brought to the law :· 

action to recover that particular ·amount. court·. ··In this connection, Sir, first, such a 
is exactly what the Governme~t of the person is required to pay the · income tax ' 
· Region is trying to do. Because you :· within the period of one ·. month. Again; · . 

trying to ev~de tax, you are punished and according. to section 2. thereof, such a person ~ 
amount you owe, whether you like it .or shall be guilty of an .offence against this Act . . · 

, would be got from you. (Hear, 'hear). What _is good f9r the goose, I am sure, is go<?d ' 
do . not know how the question of double for _ the gander. · But the Opposition will· ' 

. ' 

; ' ,· ,. 

,. ' 
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come here and say, "Never you mind what is 
going on in the F:ederation; i~ will never · 
happen in the Western Region". · 

· Again, an hqn. Membe! from the other side 
got up to say that the , Bill is retrospective. 
I would like the hon. Gentleman to read the 
Bill well; if he does not understand it properly 
it will be. his duty to refer it to other hon. 
Gentlemen in his 1;1resence here for them 
to · explain it for him. . There is not anything 
retrospective in this Bill.. The Bill says 
"in · March 1962."; . it never s:;ays "March 

· 1961". (Inten'uptions). How does my hon. 
Gentleman come about the word "retrospec
tive" in this case? Assuming, Sir, that this 
Bill is retrospective, the learned Gentleman 
in the Opposition knows quite,,well that when 
it comes to the question of Intome Tax Law 
or Bill1 it is defi1'1itely allowed that such things 
should be retrospective. The hon. Gentle
man knows that, and that is the reason why 

· . the two learned Gentlemen who have spoken 
in the Opposition never mentioned anything 
about whether this Bill is retrospective or not; 
but the unlearned gentlemen in the Opposi
tion definitely hammered ·it and I wonder if 
they understand what is meant by parlia
mentary language. If they had understood 
it, they would not have raised such a nasty 
point~ (Interruptions.) · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as I have already said, · 
I would like to be brief on this occasion. 
(Interruptions). Most of the · members of 

:the Opposition have now learnt their lesson. 
. In' these circumstances, before they come 
.here next time, if'we are introducing any Bill 
in this House, , they would know how to 
attack it. However , I will conclude that the 
Opposition will have to go home and read 

· the legislation in the East and in the Federa
tion of Nigeria. Ever before they come here 
to point a finger at us, they should realise that 
the remaining four fingers are really pointing . 
against them. ·· · · 

' Mr Speake!, Sir, I beg to ~upport the Bill. 

·'The Premier: · Hon. Mr Speaker, I do 
not want to repeat what ·had already been 
said on the floor of this House by hon. 
Members of this.· side. But may I emphasise 
one point,· and that is, that no administration 
can' function efficiently witl:wut financial 
support by the public,·- Whether on the -local 

. level, regional level or federal level, it can 
·only ~ub§ist gn th.e ~uppg.rt which it re~eivc~ 
h orn the cornmuntty. But one fact has m ade 
itself ma,nifest in recent years, and that is 
that the members of the community-. a 
reasonable section of the members of the 
community- . are now well aware that they 

pay for their own progress and that when ·· tJ)a 
they pay tax to their own local admini~tratiori,1 · n.o~ 
it is in order that the administratioU:may.· be ': (In, 
able to serve them. When these taxes .are hor 
collected loc·ally, in any part of the Federation, the 
the. taxes are collected to support local b.ut 
administrations-not a penny of tax collected foll! 
in Ilesha or in Benin or in Ekiti comes 'here; , you 
The tax is for the people themselves, and. for in · · 
the use of the people themselves:·. lf we. l>eli 
know that, it follows logically that ther~. are· end 
no earthly reasons why I should go to.oppr e'ss1 We 
people in Ilesha in order that they may pa)'! that 
for -their own profit. (Interruptions) • . ~ · side 

· . •.· ~ in o 
There is no reaso~ wh~ we here ~.l1;ould t~: of · 1 

to oppress p~ople, etther m !shan or m Bemp · ith' 
or in Urhobo, to pay their tax. If they pay; Gov 
their tax, they payr, for their ?Wn profit aiJ.d, , . 
after all, what do they use the tax for? 'I1he~' , ! 
do riot use the tax they collect locally to p·a)t a . ~li<? .' 
penny out of the salary of the Minister of epr 
Local Government. ' They ·collect the tax to 0~ 
pay for their own salaries, to pay for their own th~~ 
chiefs, to pay for their own P<;>licemen;' to· . ve!l 
maintain their own local administration~ .~e f 
We all know those who love to support ~the s .. < 

people , to pay in order that they may be able . . h~S 
to maintain · an . efficient . administration . . 1m 
Anyone, therefore, who discourages . people . ll .s~ 
from paying tax, openly or secretly, directly, . I"'' 
or indirectly, is an enemy, not only of"the : e1fi 
whole Region, but of his ·own immediate· ion, 
community. , (Cheers from Government aw. j 
Benches). · ' . heir' 

.; ' , ., . . 
If taxes are not paid, no local authorit}r, PPr• 

could beable to maintain a single dispensary~ u re . 
no local . authority will be . able to maintl!in a Re 
maternity centre, · and no local authcirit)r'\\~ill ast. ~ 
be able to construct roads or maintain. its he f 
own roads or be able . to support any scheme aX · · 
for supplying urban water. It is there,fore ime 
not . surprising that members opposite, -u·sed . as ~ 
to give the impression that I have ;jnot · am 
fulfilled my part as a teacher. (Interrupti~ns). he · 
I am not here to attempt to play ,the role.9f.! ncot 
schoolmaster. (H_ear, hear): I hope ~tha ·· sil 
some of my pupils here will have a o~tte I hat' 
retentive memory. ,(Laughter and ;(1pplaits~. s ' tnif 
+rom Government Benches). · · , !<,"' ,; 6xpel 

We on this side of the House ~ill n; ve· ~~ 
oppress anybody as far as the. questiQp _of:it :I'J .. . ~~~ 
is concerned. In fact it will be a dis~e· ' ~~ : J.?~ 
to the whole country for ~nybody to use t 1 We 
as a m easure .of oppression. .I t;epeat in·.. .. will 
honesty that m every fold- in eve~.f~!d: ' at ~ 
you have black sheep. . ··. · · .· ~·~; ... clus 
•' f . ~ d1 As ar as Ilesha· is concerned, when' a e · i 

hon. Member of this House used to adorn the ccasi 
chair of the Chairman of the ~·nesha Distric · itizer 
Council, there were persistent compl~ints . 



~.:.~ [Cfii,Ef A.lf.I~T8L~~ . . . citizens of this count:Y ~s ~gcp ~s YQ"ll .d?, 
neil that taxes were being used by those in ~nd we woul4 n.o~ . l~e ~n.ythi!lg t~~t '\}'111 
ion, . power to further their OF-!1 political ends. tend to oppress them. 
, .be (Interruptiims). I ain not in doubt ·that no ·· May I· give one assurance . on the floot of 
are han. Member of' this House will subscribe to ~h,ts. ~ou~_e-t.h~t a~ far ~s tit~ cases referred 

idn, the idea of using tu ·as an oppressive measure, tq IJ?. tp,e M1~.w~st ~~p .. cqncerned,. · we ~~ 
ocal but, very often, ym,t may have devotees or prepared ~0 de,al with. all .of them ·)Y~~ ~h-l~ 
~ted followers who are much more zealous than consideration in accordance with law. 
ere .. t:YOUrselves and .it is ' likely that here and there · : · · · ' : · .. ". · '· '· ·· ' ' · ··· · :.. · ':--
. for ,in .ther Regioq you may have people who Under .. section 48 (a) of the Income T·ax 
we believe that they could further ' their political Law of Western Nigeria, that is; No.- 16' 'Of 

. ar~ ,en.ds by psirig tax measures· as a weapon . .. 1957; we .are prepar~d to invoke a pro-Vision 
ress :iWi!_ depr~cate it on .this .side; and I am sure under it so that the han:.· the Minister Of LOdal 
pay'· that yo'!l equally deprecate it on the opposite Gov~rnment' would reconstitute· ·au the lodd 
I ,.;.·.~,side, The .best for us to· do is to co-operate a~sessment . committees . and . ta:X .. app€!'al 
" . :·i!l .Order that :we may discourage these classes !ril?,l.ln~~ lo.caJJy~ II~ . wq-q~p. , . r~~Qn~~it:ute . 
:; t:Y\Jof the coriununicy . whq bring no good to th~m ~n Sl.lCh a mann~:r that dJ..ey ~i~lrepf~~~n.~ . 
~P1l?, .either that. side or this side. (Cheers fr.om n()t only ,th~ Acti.on Gr,ql!-p,. Rut ~e l'f~;NQ ~~ 
Pj Go-q~timeizt Benches). w~l~ as the Indep~ndep.t~. . ' 
~e.Y,,, . ~. a~ s~i-~ ~hat w~at I ~~ ~ar~~g repr~set?-ts I shall be happy if hon. Me~bers tan give 
a a ,~h~ . 'W~!~ ?~ tne Actt?n G.!o'?.p ,a~ ~- Parcy, an~ the . Goy~rnil1eJ:?.t a Fhaq.ce ;,tn.d . y_o~ · ~ill 
/ of represents the' pohcy or.~~~;~ . ~~~e of ·!h~ . co:--op,erate' with us to give it a fair triaJ; 
ic. to HoJ.t~·e'. ~~ .. ~ have. po ~e~~~atlo?. 'Wh~tsoeyer I am sure it will satisfy most ofthese areas . ..... . 

,,. that lt lS part of the pOlJCY that lS amrhatmg Un!m:itp~ionA. . 'A.t : ·~i~es, . ih~re ar,e. c~~~~ qf 
?-':f~·j~~~? "tne ~~embers· . op~Pij~_i~~ - 'ffii;~· '{\f~~r . ~!I~ ~nnece~s~cy ab1.1se :\Vhere, f. or i~st~ce, a mfin · 
:ionM~~ Le~~e.r. . of. ~~e ()r,·pos~tt?~. ~~ed ~() ~~ :v~t~ i~L 11sJ<ed ~~ p~y a fla~ r~te an4 h.e ~.om,.pJ~~~ 
-'the 'US ~or many · y~~rs, a:ryci _s?rne qf the :po.hctes o~ arpitr~ry a.!)se.~sment . . Tpi~ j!) rat4~r 
abU~ ~.~~~h we !:ad J <;nntl~. evolye4 t~er1 n~ver took 4iscquragipg. .I atl1 sure that the Oppq~iti_qn, 
.1•0

1n'" htm umi.wares; (Ptolong~d mterrnptwns from will join u_ .. . s. so ~h, at .:w .. e cap. all pJay PW pa, rt 
~ffi; dll . Sides' of~~~ ijquseF . '· · _' · ... .. .... · · · as good ctt~~q.s of thts cpuntry. 

~cdx . I ~pp~al .. to hon. Members that wherever We have a duty ~s members of p6Hti~'id 
·~~thew~· find cases of .oppres~iqn; c 'ases of p·e~s~~ti-: parties in this coUptfy;. and if we 'have ·an_y. 
iiafe tion; .cases- of 'peopi~ :who 'intehd t6 tak~ the cause for coniplairit . we cafi. appr6a~h th~ 
mentlaw. into their owil'ha:hcis hi ordervto fu:rth:er Ministry ~oncetri.ed~ I am sure that; by 
·.' ' 'heir . o~n'' p.olitibii \ ~nd§,. · the be'sf thing' 'i's· to pod'~ grace, all shall be well. 

;;i~ · pproach· the. appia~·riiite Miriist~r; an~ l. ~ 
)~rv_ .. ,' ur!!, !ll'.Pr<?P. ~~~te .. ac~~P11 W~:«:-~4 pe ~ake:n.. ~t Falii-Kayode: l\1r Speaker, Sir~ 

A•l1 • pefore t ~peak r wq~Jq like to 'an~Wer yecy 
1i.r. ~- Referring to the .case of Akure, it was .only bfie'fly two points made PY the hqri. P~exni~r 
· 'Y}Jl ~st ypar !hat repr~s~ntations. w.ere IIJ.a~le to of the Region. The 'liqii. Premier . may h~ve 
1 tts,~~ ., hori. 1Yli.pj$te:r pf ~qcal Qovernmen~ o!l realised ~hose happy ~:lays · wheh "we 'were · 
lefm~fux : ~~.l?~~~ents ·. ~n . . Aknr~. !Je lpst n,o An.gels .•. ;· ... ~.(Ittterrnptions). · · : ·· ·. · 
!_ o. ~~t:ll.e ~P~¥'e~t ~Q. th~ p!ac~, an4 ail th,e ' dain~g~ · · " · · · · · · · · · '·· · · · · 
use~z.,a~ rec~t~~q. If l)tm~lar . ~as~$. ar,e report¢d, . Chief Akintoia: In thds.e g9od di.rys I 
.. P;Pt'J ~ ~u;e apprppriat~_, l'(t~jon Will be taken by alwayssaw·youwearingw~iteshirt; (Latighttrr.), 
ons)te Government. What we , should not . Mr Fani-Katod~~ In this ~tatefue~t 't 
9.f ~Jnco.'llr~ge is .for people to .contil)ue to suffer wou!d like to remind the 'liori. ·Pl-'emier that 

·t~at)ii 'silen¢~ : • rt {!(fo( p~qple : tO,"Jet u~ know . 
ett.eli?lli.at' i~ h4pperi~g~ · w~·. feel t.'hat someb. ·o_c;Iy· .· this G:qyerninellt shoj.tld ,do .'everything'jt ·cap 
l I' ' ' ' ' I 'I " tO' remove . the use of tfie • machinery Of local' 
laus~:~. ~~st~P.r;~~~rt~p~ -~N~ Oqv¢~ment a~,d ~~{t* gciverliinent · ·as · a .·· p6litidir · instrument:·· · 'l 
' . · '~omebo<fy_ .~s oppresst~g ~P,¢ . peop~e m the repeat, Sir, that alleg"afions "from ·au · p' .·arts Of 
" ariie of this . Goverrurtent. We are prepareq 
~;~?A~~ , i1iP'df#./th. ~gij .tq· .. 1f~e?#r'k~ · ~~~W 'a !~ R;!\~~:r::e~~~E:\l~~~;~~do~~n~o~ 
r. vi'cefimg; (C, he(}Ts f:. r

1
.om. P. P'P. et. :n, pzen_ . t. Be. n(:.hes_) .. _. .. f h R . . . t . k . - · · parts o . t e egwn are so many ~s . o rna e · 

~ ta~ We w~uld like th; ·truth to .be known, and it difficult for one to close ones' ears to .such 
n. 'allt will be very wrong for anybody to assiime . allegatioq.s': If . enquiries . ate made in the 

air the ~irtues in this world ar'e the face of the· allegations; by the han. EremierJ. 
possession of those who are with me; supported by the facts; I am certain that tHe . 

' do. ha.ve. a touch of humanity in .us and, Premier .will not be failing in his duty in 
ionally, you concede ·to us tbat we are exterminating those rr.ierribers who are drivirig 

of . this country. We Jove. ·.·.the our supporters to the . wall, because there is_ 

; I 

,, 
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·rio doubt that when · a ¢an .is . in faGt driven 
to the wall by the use of methods which are, 
:not orthodox, he will react~ , · · · 

. , First, ·Sir; · this :Bill is innocuous Ot:l . the 
'face · ·o~ it . . But. it could be used very easily 
'as an instrument of political oppression,1 -· 

· So· long: ~s direct taxation forms the basis 
. :of the economy of the Action Group .Govern~ 

·· mcnt of th<1 W csterp Region, so long shall we 
Qf" the · Opposition _sppport such a policy
;although . I · personally ·· do not believe in 
:direct taxation as a means of· creating an 
exuberant economy .in a · developing country. 

! • Yet we of. the Opposition shall continue to 
:support ' the fiscal policy of the Government', 
but' only where such policy is fairly ·exercised 
amongst all the people of the Region irrespec~ 
tiye ()f political leanings. · .. 

1 
I • · 

:· · Western Nigeria is an integral part of the 
·Federation· 'of. Nigeria. ·In Nigeria today, 
_despite "all the shroud, the paraphernalia and 
the facade of democracy, the greater part of 
'the country · is ·on the cross-roads between 
'democracy: and anarchy. We of the NCNC 
'have; time and time again, 'stipulated that· the 
machinery' . of government in· the West, 
·especially .taxation, has been used as political 
weapons by the Government against political 
·opponents. . The Action. Group Party has 
also .seriously levelleq similar charges against 
.the ;Northern Regional Government; 

, It. is- useless for .' the Ministers in · this · 
Government, or-any other such Governnierit, · · 
~o give _ assura:q~es of . non-parti~ipati~n in 
·such acts of oppression. · Whether they are 
directly responsible for such' acts or p.ot, they 
are vicariously responsible. . · ' · - . · 
. Let us ·.today· realise the 1~p~~ta~ce of 
Nigerian democratic ·solidarity· in t4e Afric~ 

. of today. Let us realise that on our courirry 
lies all hopes :of African· union· . . Let us in 
the · West limit our political struggles within 
the letter and. .the spirit of the Constit!ltion. 
: Iri my absence from thi~ cou~try, ·a truce 
was ·. entered Into between the President ·of 
the .· NCNC and the . Premier of Western 
Nigeria. . Let 'US be great enough. to . struggle 

. ' ·constitutioria_lly and peacefully •. . ' . . '. : . . . 
, :··The 'Ministers in· this House assure us that 
:i:hey have no hand in the extra-legal activities 
of their supporters all over the Region. · They 
must go ·further . . They must restrain them: 
Mr Speaker, . Government · and Opposition 
must ·· struggle · in ·. harmony. · · The only 
alternative is chaos and anarchy. :For extra..: 
constitutional. · methods · of ·: sustaining . a 
Oovern1:nent can · only · be'· defeated · by extra .. 
constitutional methods. . • ' ' .. , ... ''• ' . . 

I' 

· Bil[.:_s~co~'d ReadiniJ, 
• t • • • .., ... \ . ·, , .. ' • 

The choice is squarely that· of this 'Go'v,ern.;, · _. 
ment; ·We 'of the Opposition would ··gladly: · C 
.accept the former; but if Governinent makes 
:the latter choice we on ·this side ofthe Hous"e"' 
.shall not ·shrink from our duties ind.respon·;; 
.. sibilities at the appropriate · tirrie: · ..• · "·,., · . " 

. ~ut when the Government is ~making .. its 
.choice let it remember that "unmindful of' 
their fates, the little victims 'play" • .' The. 
world Imperialists have not given up l hopes :. , 
of the colonisation of Africa. Their ·next 

,-step is . "exploitation of · Africa •· without 
consideration"- thatis economic exploitation 
without · the financial burden of political 

. administration of the exploited. Chaos· .in 'an 
Africa is the prayer of the white man;· stability fol 
-and solidarity among black men his greatest. -;,;. 
fear. . :N,igerian solidarity in. federation is 
the greatest example of the possibilities ' of 
African union, and African union. is the only 
:defensive institution· that . can not only save · 
.the black man from exploitation but also make 
him a World Power. · . . . . .. ~-· .. t~ J 

· . The · destruction of democracy in 'Africa 
will be the greatest victory for the Imperi~lists ~~ 
for if the niuch vaunted unit of the different e 
peoples. of . Nigeria is, sha~tered, what .h<W~s . rh= 
has Afnca? (Applause). r • ' ·· •• : h 
: Mr Speaker, the . black man has nowhere . 01 

in the :W?rld to rest h~~ ~?-ead, excep·t ipAfifca . .. :P~ 
Let us m the West, m God's name, set th~ e 
pace for · co~stitutiomil p~ogre.~~ to !he ~~~~Y'-· . ~s:C 
of our country, our contmen 1:md ;)'-! Jr!tce. has 
(Cheers from ·au sides of the T!~:.Js·~ · : ·. . ;· · · i will 
- Any action on the part of the Go-vemmeii't 
~hich might _break th,e Opposition mu~~; ~av~~ · _i&~ 
1ts o~ rea~~10n. · · . ' . . . . 

1
, ~ • !. , . '. pet: 

kis~f1ef, ~k~to~~ =. ·. ~ fee~ ~ke_ .~~~~?~f..Y~~ ~. the 
. ·~ rna) 

: · Mr Fani-Kayode: I a:m speaking for the · liab. 
Opposition. · We shall not cease· in using the · 
every constitUtional ~ffort to achieve · our Act • 
objective. Any attempt,. Sir, to move :one wou 
inch outside tha:t orbit must bring ·chao( to . of tl 
this country, for which We shall all suffer; be I 

. (Cheers); . ' · · . .:.,,· th~P 

: chief OdeJ>iyi: · We. have · uste~ed_ to ·~h~ deci 
wonderful speech made by the' .L~_ader .of'tl:ie he ·l 
Opposition . particuhirly. on hi!> return. fNrri appt: 

· ,America: where· he has seen the worl.d entir~l.Y have 
in. its tru~ pyrspec~ive. All I· would :.s.ay_ i$ . A, 
that if the Qpposi~ion follows thl! spirifof tl?.~ • ' Al 
sp~e~h of their lea'der, .thet;l f\ new NigeH.a has · · 
dawned and the whole of Africa will be better M 
for it~ · · · , ·q !I · ... ~ · · prop 
: Question put and agreed to. - . . . . · :• ':. :. ; . who I 
· , Bill accordingly read a ·Second ·time .-an· (1), 1 
committed to a· Committee of the whole House. provi 
, 

1 Bill immediately considered in Committee; retro 
(In the Committee.) ... ,. ·;··!, Fo 
Clause 1 · · . ; · ·· · · a.t a 



' 0;;) .?- .bJJ 1r~come .rax (Amendment) . 19TH .JANUARY( 1962 \ :·BillLllSecQtziR.eading ;:SJ4 
t ~ .,. ~ , . 
yer,p-
~laaly 
nakes 
{ou~.e 1 
spon-.! 
t . • '{ 

.. . Chief Odebiyi: I beg to: move to . amend say, an as!::essment of [,20 J/liii~:the ·L~ir ;th~h 
Clause. f 'to :read-:; · . . .' ,... . .. , ··· ·' ·1was · that · •he; : ~ :shouldl aeposit c £5, or :·.[;25. 

.Under this. B:ilLhtLlwill be required,:, ·o:n: ··or 
·:before .the 31St· MarCh: .thi's ·year,:·{o· pay the 
b~lanc~ of: £15 :even !When :tli~- appeal _has· rt6t . 
ibeen .disposed ,of.,' : In =drty:'!:opinion,:. Mr 
..Chairman, the. effett·:of.that prQviso, as ·a part 
,of,: the ·.Bill, ·:will ;-.be ::.to'( affect . the .. persoh 

I 
of 

"This Law may be cited as the Income 
Tax (Amendmt:nt) Law, _1962" instead of 

"This Law may be cited as the Income 
Tax (Amendment) (No. 2) Law, J961". 
Anih2dment proposed. 

,<;o~ce:riled. in; a. :.rettospeetive; manner,: .. ~'riiat . ·Amendment put and agreed. to. · ... 
h't:\11"\P~t\.1 -~:' Qlaitse ·1, as ·amended, agreed to. 

.' t. Claitse ·2 agreed to. . 

. ~. ~ : .. C.Zq.~se 3 . . , · .. 

! · is my reason:for.o~saying: :that in order.to·give 
:protection·,.to:'tl:wse ::Who.·.lla'v~ ~ app~aled uncl~ 
;the: old Law,; (we:slilould:tlelete -tHe whole, of 
that., '._: , ... ,,., , ' ·· ·· ·• .--. :-, .:: .: = . ... : · .. ·:·:" ; :., ·, ,_ : t· ~;· 

.. \ ·-~~ .Ol~~ofoyeku: · I beg to inove 
uu"'"'"~~ 'amendment . to the proviso to clause 3 

an · · ·. , , · · . . .... . , .... ; . 
as - ~ As most of :us 'are s~ying in this Hbtise,_this . 

follows: - ; -::, ~ · ' · :, · 

,., , '~Tha~ b~twe~; the ~o~d~ ;,~gainst" ami 
"and" the following words be inserted:-

. : . . "or 'the amount paid by that person 
. for the· , preceding year of assessment, 

• ;vvhichever is less".,. 1 • , · 

·~u, .. ,.,,,l .· In: · d.~~g:that, I would refer·hon. Membe~s 
to the. speech made by the hon~ Member for 

............. - ' ~jebu . who cited. the . example of somebody 
who was assessed at £20 in the preceding 

teren,~] year and .' assessed . at £60· this year. When 
the hon.' Member mentioned this example, 

. hon. :Members · of the Government· Party 
applauded him_. . Under the hypothesis that 

"-U~:<-"'' ·'1 ·a man.was assessed £20 last .year and £60 this 
year and that . he has paid 25 per· cent . of the 
.a·ssessment, it means he has paid £15 ; and he 
has appealed:· . On this amendment then, he 
will have to pay the balance of £45 before his 

nmLen1D~ appeal is ·heard. (Several · Government 
Members: No; no.) _ Provided that that 
petson, before appealing·, has ~eposited with 
the Board:·or ·Rating Authority, as the · case 
may be, 25 per cent of -the tax, he shall be 
liable to pay, not later than 31st March, 1962; 

;~, ...... , ..... t>'ll'· the balance of this tax bill under the amending 
Act. ·If the appeal has not been decicied, it 
would be ·wrong to make him pay the whole 
of the tax appealed against. He should not 
be made to pay the whole of the tax, until 
the appeal is decided. If the - appeal is 
decided in his favour, then whatever 'balance 

'has · to; pay: he wilt have to ·pay. if the 
is decided •against him;· then. he will 

to pay. · . . ·, · 
Amendment proposed} · · '~ · · ~ 

Am~dment put and neiati~ed. ~ :. 
' . 

Mr A. T. Rerri: Mr Chairman~- Sir,. I am 
an ainendffient to the effe~t tnatthe . 

of the proviso to section 3, · sub-sect~on 
deleted, because' the insertion . of the 
; there could . , encourage . a . kin.d -.of 

I'Ph'"'"''"'·~,.t·'"" legislation. · · · · · ·. · . -- . -. 
• • · • l .. • • I ' . • '· ' ' • 

.,For instance, there,: could b~ a . man . who, ; 
time .. m:196l, lodged an appeal against;: 

,;, ., ',., " ... . 

Bill :· is .· ·a· - 'cieliberate '; m_oye~(Goilernmrift 
Benches ~· :speak 'on) the -' · · ainMdment)~'to 
annihilate the NCNC· ·as · a :::p=arty' 1ri ··'tills 
Regiqn~ , ~. want rto point ·. · ouf ·that, ··. right 
:in my ow11- · constituen,cy, there are vecy niariy 
NCNC supporters ;w.ho :have·:been. giventa:hy 
:~mount ,of arbi~r~ry: ass_essmerit and whlchuin 
fact has caused; scrn.e· .~dtt; , .o'£: trouble) int:1iha:t ' 
area which · contril:mted . tO.\;the, breakdown·: of 
~av/ an.d 97_4e_r i~th~ R.;~gt9n,. 1 , i:i ,:::)~ · ~ ; ·· ~ : .: Y· ... ·J 
· · Mr . Chairman-~ . !· iThe' qties~ihri ·.of : Bre~k~ 

. down of _la"':, and orqett is . n9~ :r_r!~vant, t<?· Jhe 
amendment prop<;>sea:. : ~ !.?~r; )S;. n9 ... 9~t::a.J<, .. 
down .of law and order m the Regwn; , .·; . 
• .• . ·. • .. :- : : ... ; :· •.,! . . . · •• '• .. ( . · .• ' ·· • . • • 

. Mr. Rerri: Tllis (holding a ;photograph))s 
a picture of an Action Group man, a contracL 
t()r, a _ rub~er, O'o/ner, : wh~ , 'Y,as. ~ a~sesseq _:. an. 
amount of. £1 l2s 6d . .. Tht$.. (~hqwmg another 
Ph?togrifph) is .. ~p.pth,ef p1ptti~e : of an . NCNG 
supporter;a poor r:ubbertapper, wlio, beca.us,e 
he ·has voted for the NGNG, .W,as made to .pay 
£12 15s. (Loud interruptions from -' Govern-
ment B~nches.) .... ; ·,: , · .:.- : · ~ ;. · : 

' • • : , ' , \ : ~- I ', ' : t • I \ ' ' 1 I ' ~· '~ I ~ 
· Mr Chairmari.: -- The hori. Member's tm').e 
is :tip. · · · · _ .' . ' · · ' · · · · · · · · · 

'.· Amen'dm.ent prqpQs~d. · · ! , - . · .. . : , 

Ji.~endmerrt, put : ~d negatived; . · t . · : , _, ; :: 

· Clause :3 agreed to! · : · · .. ' · ··· ~ · 1' 

. Claus~s 4 to' 6 agreed'io;,; :·:- i . . . :'' I.·:·. ~-
~·: . (Mr' Speake~ fes,u~e~·-:~h~: : Glu~ir:) :. ·,. :: .1-:. ~ - ::; 
! . . BiZ( reporte4 .with amendment,. , read, th~· 
Thirdtime,ar.zdpassed;.,. r :: , ··:~: :: · ... _., _ , :~,, ~ . . . . . . 
I~ , , i • ! , ~ \ ' .: ·.' ;·' .-: ;, .':: I : .J · ; () ; : l ::: ~ :· .. ~· · f ' · ) ,·: ) 

,. WESTERN . HOUSE'• ,:oF· ::cHmFS '' 1 

(SELECTION OF · CHIEFS)" ... -.. :._: ' ' . 

·.! . • ·' · • . • (AMEND1\1ENT) . :BiLL ' . : · ·~ 1 • 

• ,· . . : ~ , ~ ~ . . :, . , :: l . 1· .. · · , : •. r · ·, . 1 • : ) ~ . • r ·,:: · 
.,.·; · •· .. · SECONll·READING' .: ·:. ' · ; ,,~: . 
~ ' . •• , .' .• • • f j :":. '\ ~ . ... .,-·:'\ · ~ ·;·: · '._\.':_.'; > .... ) ,' -: · :~·: . : : :t ; '~ .'·{ 

· Order for Second ~ef!:4~nf!. :r.ea4. ·.·· ',<' .. :. :'., : .• ' 

. , ·.Tlie ~.Minister',·; ofi 10blefh1incy·~ :Afi'air~ . 
(Dr·.J:, . o~ :OinitQwojti): :<rvrr·1Bpeaker, · S#~' 
I .rise to move<the.Seton'd,\Reading Of a' Bill · 

',. 

·-r 
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~9.~ ,pMq:oy(gm~ . (:·. · . , .. , .. · · . · · ~Speaker: By my perrlussion~:~~ ji~if; · ~~j 
! r:r: ~ i~~· I t~··. iunenci the Westei·n Htiuse of the ~replier will make. a Miniktetiai"Stal,im~ . [C.I 
.:. ~~~<#.s. (~.e!P,otion'')1f }JP,Jefsf Re~J,ulati~~~·, ~t tqjs sE~~e~ · .. . ' '.·~·,_· ·. ~ . lea~ 
. 1f)60; ;,whicl1s an· f.',extstmg tawn of the R. egton . . . . . . · ~ ·. . . , { :? • ~ ~ · :~t. the 
.. i. · ~ .·· . ' ·. . i.! ··f . t:-·""· N· .... ·(c· t' • MlN"ISTERIAL STATE'Mll': • .·:- . · b' . . , . .,.~ y~,:ttt~ p . ~ecttbn ~- o .b~ Igerta . ons ttu ... t ·, .... - ... . . . , . ; 1 , 't·~ · ~l:"'t'<. ~ 1 . . JP . 
·.t~qri), Qt~ef .in(Co~~il, :·~C? as to enab~e a.-!1 ... . . . . . . . . . .: ..• ~- . it • r .. . trai 
;~~ ,:ern.~mxng ~acap.c~~ . t.o pe fi~~~d as; s_oon The Econom1c ~.o~lt~~~ ~r .~~{~~gJ. . 1!]-U, 
, a.§ : p,r,llctlca.ble:~ ,: i pyr : :Vlrtl;le of th~ p:ov1~10ll;s ., . . . . . . . . . . . ·-~ .~~ ; rpal 
,,qf .the . . ConsututtQnr:,qf Western Ntgerta, 1t Ch1ef Akmtola. ~on. Str, 'Ytt~l ~t!l~ . .. 9l ~ . To 
:ill;. pe~c~.s.ary, tb ~ ~ffec~ s~ch ~n amehdm:cnt ~how th~t tho m?rt~hty r~t~ · Ih .~tg~~·: m ·~ :.: exe 
.Jnu~ law eJ:?.~cted by the Legislature of t~e mdefens~bly to~ high. Thts' rne~s ~at the ., '. pro 

. J~egiQn • . C~rtaih seats· . cannot be ' filled in expectatiOn of hfe of ou: people lS muCh tO? ··.. ·1 
-those areas in which electoral colleges could lo~. Tr~ .ht:;~~*. co~d1~1op.s_ ?f_ !re. ar,ople 

. JJ..Ot e~ . ~rpl:lte,4 .~el:JR-iJy)p. ~~pt~r.g.per 1960. which: ~~<! . re~pon~~bl~ for thi~ ~~RJ.~~~p. . ~J~o ~~~ 
·: ::fp,.¢~.~ · ;~t~~~ · ~p.,cll,}d,ed ·Asfl.Rf} NprtP,-East. ~ri.d have _an adverse effect on their pro~HStl_;\}'1! 
.A.~~R~ $..omP.:~~~t, ~qnstgR-tmg l{eg10n~l capacity, .. In ?rder to reduct!. t~~ J:U:.O.t;ta~Ity ~i-< .Cpp.~t,itu.en.cies: ... : ~:.. rate and ttn?rove the pr.o~uc~xve Rapa~~o/ of an .. ~ 
· .~. ·"'. · · · . · . '· . . . . . . . . the people we ~aye to provtde mor~ hospitals, .J 

' ,·t;iMr Fant-Kay~~~~ rQ~ pomt '?f. orde~, more dispe_nsaties, a11d more maternity out 
·fltr~ · J am loath -to ,tnt~rfere, b~t I t4mk th.!:! centres. Communities and areas' wher~ 'these Agi 
o.Poy(!rnment should atJ.w~t~'s. giv.~ ,ti~ procedural amenities do not exist at tne · moine:iit are per-; 
:not~ce~. ' A_s far· ~} know, _1t ~~ <?f1ly th.e ~!~quring to , have them at the earliest s11:r: 

" .· notice of_ ~trst ~~ad1t1g ~~a~ ~as given to us. opportup.ity. G~neral~y morf!. moQ.ey; will sur: 
(Interr.upttons fro~' fJ~th: ~t4~s /! t~e H.ouse ).· . n~~d to b~ I>P.~nt on the development arid ~u 
: } ~ appealing_ HH:h~ _Minister to withdraw t!?'P~S~<?R- qf pur public health seryices. . , ~~~ 

· · tp~~ ~tl! . for ~he t'fllt;! .P~:tng. . · Wh~.re ~HS~ this J,non.~y come from? :.' wil 

~ · £~ef 04e~i¥f:. ·~ :'Y.~~f? . if tl1~ PC?fl· th~ Wf!,~~~~ · rp.qdernise our agriculture, and 'J 
Leader of the · Opp'qsitipn fe.el~ very strongly widen jt~ . ~~ope, thereby creating mo.re the 
about it, we . w.1."II' tbmt! ' b'atk ·at 7 'o'Clock. · · f 1 c 1 It ayenue . qr emp oyment +~r a arge number of :: 

:.~_ .. ff-,··us.·,r.,!Ph,\:, · ... ~n.tw-_ · .. ·lfP(:.~_f_P~ .fr_ .. qm.: P0
_ ~h sides of the quy yo-y.Fhl> .... This does not mean· settlipg . pre 

P.r, . -< , one qr ten or twenty. thol}sand but hundreds · bet 

Mr Speaker: I want to know the opinion 
of the. House. To have the S~cpnd Reading 
Of the Biif to'da~J' dt ritiw· is~ for' ·the House to 
decide; if not, it is for the House to decide 
as ·well. But. one thing ' I' no'tih~-d . was . that 
when we were told pf the Bill this morning, 
I asked for the time of the Secpnd Reading 
and _I was t~ld by t~~ .¥.iP-i~t~r qf c;4i~~t~iP~Y 
A:ffatrs that 1t v,vas "this day", and that is why 
it could not . hav~ 'b~eh'o!l 'the. O'ider i>al;,~r-' 
t!i~ Order ·Paper .. ·has been P.rinted . befpr(! 

· today. As far as procedure is ·concerned\ 
·· everything is · in order. But I should like 

to ~~'o/. !he op#:uon Rf th~ House, .(Inter-
ruptions). .. . . . . ' 

.t " , } I ; ' ' • 

Ftf.rther co_n#dtm~#O.n of the Wes'tefn House 
of Chiefs ($ele~tipn of (Jhiejs) (Amendment)'
l}fl!.cfd~~d "Hn#Nt~tw ~n tht: day. ... : · · ' j • · • , 

qf .tl:tqusap.d§ .of. ·our youths ' on th,!! , land · .ab], 
progres~iye~Y: Where will th~ money; to"do . pro 
sq come frqm? . . ' . · ·· We 

1 to . 
Oul.' ~c.on.o.rp.y wilJ b¢ prpc~ious indeed if gar: 

it is e:l):cJu~ively agrarian. · !f.o . diversify . it WC ~rOJ 
~liSt emba* Jn!lph mo;.e vigorously '. t!:~ , lh ; 
ev~r hefqre • on mdustnal schemes. New · I 
indu~trj~~ rou~~ b~ ~stablished t.o provide rna. 
more . ·~Illploymen,t fqr . om youths and .to pro 
mak~ it pqs~ible fo.r mpre .of .our local products· · At!' 
tq p~ H-tjH~e4 in o~r qwn. ¢OUJ?,tcy,. . In 'this we 
r~spec~ ~~ i~ •Jl11~ tl'u~.t w~ m~y expect some' 
~l!si~~lll'!.c~ frqrn o~tside, both ·techniql and is ~ 
fihanFiaL' . Ey.~ry ~r.e!l clamours for new · . " 
industry and ~very hon.- Member in this : ~~~ 
:ijpus~ ~ant~ opp.o$Jiity of employment tp · 
be provided in his area for his O\yll people. i~~ 
We are dete~ined to prey~M u~~x;nP,!Q¥;tiJ.~nt hig
or to reduce 1t to the barest nummum. 'l'o. ,. ·· . 
succeed in this respec~ ·requires · ·plaiihlri.g, :co_~ 
car~ful planp.~ng, inqe~d. ~p. th~ e;~~u~~~m . , • ~ 
~f ~~y fil~r of i~.d~~trjal~~a.tic;m\vi\1 ~~&~ ~ !<?.t Bf ·. of · 
rnqnet,: wn~r~ wilJ *e P¥~ p,f,. ffie ~PfH1Y Kiel 
oom.e J;rom? ' . .. . WOl 

.•-. • r '' I • • 

' We ptovide the y~uths of th~ cquntcy and 
the leaders of tomorrow. with. a·pporiunity' for 
free education; W¢ :ar.e ¢xpatiding facilities 
for secondary education. · We ' foster higher 
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[CHIEf AKINTOLA] that the only string that woJJci" Be gttach~H to; 
learning. All these will lead us nowhere if future aiq by the 'UniteU States was that s\.J.ch· 
the products of these institutions have no aid must be spent wisely 'by the doriee~r a~d 
jobs, · Our . duty therefore does not end, in given only to .those who ··w~re prepared to• 

\' training the youths ·of the country. We help themselves: if the G6ver:riments bf 
n must provide for .them. the opportunity of under.:.developed countries · would produce · 

• • . t tp.~ki~g .us~ of their knowledge and experience . .' economiq development . plans in consonance: 
1u:~ ~ .To do th~t also ,requires . planning, and to with these conditions, stibstantial . aid for · 
~, 1~: execute the plan requires money. Who will their · implementation y;oulq be · forthcomittg : 
·~hei provi<te· tlie money? · · · from the United States. Goveirlment; ' t 

too . • ... ·"~ . ' . . . ; i' .,. . . . , ' 
> ·1e ; .·· _:ro f~cilit~te t~de; . commlln~catio,ns must . in the)ast few m~nt.hs .a tihe dqvernin.ents .. .. 
'~ . . .

1 1m prove .. · We shall have to btilld more new of the Federation h3.ve .he~ri e4gaged hi..: ~h~'®. 
it~~ .... roa?s, .~ar . some of the . existing . ones, . and preparation of developriieri.t' prograi±ii):les . mfo.$· 
L~trY ~ mamtam them ail. I~ the c.~eek areas the cover the next few years:· ··throu'gii ~ tEe ' 
Aw~ ··~ system of transport _mus~ .. b.e1mproved .. In · Nationa'l Economic . Council ·these · ·_ijro-· 
~ais ., a~y event; the s.Ys~em of agn~ult~re t~rm;gh- grammes are riow being transfonned into a 
·' . · ' , out the Regwn mus~ be modem1sed: . national plan for Nigeria which will reflett · 
n~fY· ~ Agnculture camidt be modernised· without·- the hopes and aspirations of this countiy as 
lese~ .1, t . . d d. . . 

t ,, • ·~ power or · e ec nc1ty an · mo ern water a whole and the priorities . that the Govetn-
~~r~ . ~ supply: .Al.l our cofumithities intist be ments, acting :in concert, attach to ·· the · 
~iit . ~, ~~pplied . with Pipe~bo~e .. 'Yat~r. ·There different sectors of Ollr economic developrile.rtt. · 
mid . f ~ust be progress1y~ , elec~nfi~atton of ~11 . , i · ~ · ·. · ~ . , · · . · 
ce~5~: ~tllages ~nd tbWfl:S 1~ rura~ as ~ell · as _m . jt wo\.:i d. not be fair, tq . th~ other .C{)vefri,. . 
r . I . ·~turban areas. All these cost money. Whete merits cif the F¢deratiori fp( ine. to say iiiiy . 
I - .~ . ,, 'will the niohe-sn:onie from? ' m~r¢ at ip.is stag~ ,ori. . HH! '~9nt~n# , cif..'~4e ; 
· · · -~· · . · · national plan tliari that it i~ c~ttairi to invplv~ : 
and ' The .. ,devdoprri.eht ip Western Nigeria in a terrific amount of expeii~~fure, if it . is;· .. t:o l 
idre ~' the last nine years ha$ be'en most phenomenal. be carried OU~ S,UCCCS~ftiliy1 W~ &4a1t i~Q1J,it~ . , 
t ; o£ .,;.~ It is our_ duty hot ·gnly to inaintairi the ti:ie assistance 'of our friends not. only. iii the : 
ling ·~ pres.ent po~ition btit td improve it. The gap United States, and the tf~~t~d. ' Kingdom, Bilt" 
:eds · between estimated expenditure and foresee- throughout . ·the . . ·world/ •: Bi.it; . · · liowe~er · · ' 
and·: ··.able t evehue iii . our new aevelopmeht generous these frierids' riiay '·bei .the· hulk. of 
' S.& j programme is likely to exceed £45 irlillion. the finance for this ainbidbris plan :niu~t 'f;j(:;' . 
; ~.,; i · Wei can hardly .·expect outside assistance provided by dutselve~," an~ that :i:neah~ yOii I 

:~_ ~~; 1 to bridge rhore than half of this yawning and ine. It is soiri¢times ' forgotten ~lidt ' 
ti if~ gap; ~e . ~~st .our~elves P~?vid~ the bala~ce Governments have rio source ·of inc.ome whith ., 
,we , ~romh new or mcreased taxes plus economtes does not derive f~dm the pebple ~hey repre-: 
han .jm t e present coinfuitments. . . sent... The money ' we require can-ortly· _pe' 
~~vt'J· . Jnd~p~ri,dehce ~~eans no_!hing .if it . d~es. not raised from the people, which, agairi;' :m.eaiis· . 
rtd~ . make for progre~s; and no nation can have froni you and . me. There ·: is : no . way .' ~f . 
~,,t(!) ·( progress .unless slie is prepared to pay for it. raising it painlessly. But .it is the duty ,of 'a 
~c~s··l" Ate we really prepared to pay for the progress Government to 13ee ·that. everybody carries his; 
th1s <~ we envisage? . ' fair share. of , the burden. I·. am su:re; ... that 
>m~. \ Forty-tWo per cent of this R.'egion's revenue with your co~operatiori, we .shall be al?le ···to 
~ · "-~ is being currently spent on Education; still, discharge this ' duty successfully. · . .. , . .. 
t@1<·t pr.oyis~ori _ . has, to .) >e . _ina9e .in our f~ture . This is a proh.lein :facintdhe wlioH! t\>unfry:. 
t-o td .. , d.e.yelopment :pro15?J;~e ~or a new Umver- regardieM of · pbiHi~af 'affili~iii:hi,. · 1f · ~s · ·~-· 

le _ i S,~ty;_ for , furthe~ ,. -~~pans.wp . . of ., s~~~~ridary ptobierti wHicH :we.friu~t · :f~dr #ith c~ric_e_~eq 
P. t:., . schools; and for the creatlOn of facllltles for action . and unity(. 8f . J:rarpbs:~: ·.n '\'fotrN' 
\~ .:;; .,iugher . technical e~G.catiq11 : Who will pay obviously be a pity if this rriatter Bf ·the 
1n: .. ~~ fo~ all ~hese.developments~ . ' ,· l' . I ' econo:i:nic future of Nigeria'shotild be :anowed 

' , _Shortly after his inauguration as President. to be prejudiced by unhealthy. party political . 
:, ;of the. United · S_tates of America;' Mr John · rivalry. ·In order· to av6id . :this ·· happenirtg; ' ' 

Kennedy issued . to his tountry and to the the Governnients of 'tHe: Federation have : 
a ±nessage containing; inter b.lia, his been planning'together-piot only the contents· 
·on, the ' question bf aid . to under- of the national pIan; but a1so the mimner• i.rt 

ClU'L.ICU. coun.tries. · Am:erica, he said, must which the revenues reqiiired for its implefnen-· 
prepared to spend much more thari she. . tation might :be raised{~ the ! nature . of the · 
ever done before on international. aid; sacrifices that.· will>iiave .to be made,' arid~ how' 

stressed, in particular; ~d to Mrica, Asia; the burden may be shared between the several 
Latin America. He said; in effect, classes in the communitY.· A~ain,'for obvious 
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"(qf!:I~~ -.AKI:tj~Ot-~L,·r :;,,;:i :• :·i : i ': ·,' .: :· • ,, '! ensure the independence otour own countr)r~ ' · 
:t;easo~~-,' · it -would nO.t ~ be right• for -me· to give Nigeria. .. · 
~y. indication: at this stage :of: th~ : decisions ' May I conclude by calling on _all' of you t({ 
.of the -Gpvernments; : I shall content myself'. prepare the minds of our people and your· 
with assuring .the House· :t:hat;' in formulating · own against the call that may be made upori! 
th~it:decisidns, .the:Governments are -mindful ! you. ·Before ·the next Budget Session .! .will 
that ~ this -situation is one ' that requires bold ' define the nature and extent of the sacrifices 
and imaginative :leadership, and that they: that we expect everybody · to make. · ~ 
are' -prepared :to give ,precisely that type of- I pray and.'trust that we -may all-Govern- ~- 1 

·leadership. ·:: N ot ·only. 'leadership· 'in words, ment political parties, and the general publ_ic ex1= 
- but,· I · ass-qre You, .lt;aders}lip , i~ . action, -prove e.qual to this, the greatest challenge · wit 

·l:<>-leade'i$hip 0 in ° sacrifices;; ; ~ot' 'only, leadership 1 so far 
0 
in our hist9ry 

0 
!} '• ,: (( cc 

-::. fu' prestige and' st~t:Us ' b~t _also le~dership in : · · . ,\ ~ , · •.. f 1 whJ 
· · :-ti4e: p~triotisll).· :ap~·.se_lfqeni~l. :. . ·_ ; · Mr Fani-Kayode :· So_ long as Govern- ; not 

.,,._ ; r. - · ! · •· · '· · " •· · · · · · · ment commands the support of the people· Bri-

. My colleagues ·and '1 of the Western 'Nigeria; (or the industrial progress of the country and· int<: 
Goveriuhent -have mpsti :warmly ·co-operated; for its economic .development, so long s};lall tior 

· with the other Governments in :this matter.' ·we of the Opposition support su.ch a questio!l, rerr 
We, ,in co-:-operation with our_ par~; the Action: -.- but no fur!her. i Go~~~ent must re~erve .. pla< 
Group, 'and :our:party'leadet:s; are : determined- to us-- the nght of crit1c1smg construct1velyd• owr 
to-'play .our part ·,in · ensuring that the ' · righ~ ; any measure . that might be introduc~d for. • · exp 
schemes ·· for· ' :the -'· raising · ·of · revenue · · are· the purpose of economic emancipation. ' _If · ord 
discovered, _and . that . they. are . equitably anything is going wrong in the economy ,o£-o ,..,. tion 

. admiri.istered after, · df course, the approval of the Region, it is the duty of the Opposition .to ~ onl, 
thisr honourable 'House: Th_ e ' solutio'ii to : · · k · · . . cnt1c1se. So long . as ":e are · ta ~n, mto• ·, age1 
the ' ecoriorriic i:>robl~ci facing _Nigeria calls ' confidence, and consultatwns ar~ made aJ?.d · this 
for great sacrifice in ·which we 'as Ministers,- we see the urgency and the need. for fisc;U of r 
Parliamentary ' Se~retaries, Board . and. changes, ' so long, again, shall we,' cq-operate. • . and 
St~tutoi.-y Corpora#on Members and Legisla-. . · . -~ · · . 
tors must take -the lead. : · . · · __ · But again· I must warn Governm~nt to • .;, dest 

' · · , · · · · · · · - · reserve to us the right to speak -if we_ b~liexe . _Q-o• . :we' must pro~e 'by the. measure of sacrifice: genuinely that the measures proposed . by '" hoth 
we' make -. that w~ : are:-. -·truly wprthy of the Government are not for the purpose; . This· _· · -I 
p(;sition .of leadership assigned. to us. The. economic emancipation .which we are s'eekin~ .. ·rigo· 
extent of 'the _· sacrifice that w:ill l;>e req~ired: ought really to boost up the budget. · Because side 

" . o(you. all will, w~thi;n the ~ext few ~eeks, . bt: . I must make my stand clear right fr~m, t~e~ ~' opp• 
made known to .you .. , .The. people generally; word "go". We of the NCNC, Sir, .re~hse · soor 
throughout ·_ the country: -_ will . also be called the need- for au,sterity at this stag~ _of ou~~· '~ th'e 
upo11 .to 'make sacr~fices; ip. t~e interest of their . - history, and we . have made oUl: p01n~ .~d • eff

01 
fatherland. ' . , stand quite clear at our re.cent .f:onv::e.!ltlo9-. -. cour 
·. Ib,is .for all ~f us tb·. m~ke major sacrifices: But, Sir, let us soak the nch by_ all. means,. or d 

We ,are prepared. to make : sacrifices ' in the ~~t_le~ us not be soaking tli.e~ by dest~oyi l-,&.. ·. (:}ov. 
interest of the · country •and-in the interest of m1t1at1ve. (Cheers). Let us tax _the po · ~:, . .;-, S 
pos'ter.ity.- The ~ reasons; -will be explained by all means, but at the same tithe '·don't ~e{::: ,..,_ < 
later, butriuiy I add.this: :that I do·not ·go into us break their backs in taxing them.· ..... -f!' · :·.'-~,J;· 8'!~1= 

. the details of ; the ~ sacrifices to be made now· , There must be a means ·in · tax~ti~ri:~1,·_ W;e~': ~p . : 
' f~r . pbviou~ . . ~ea~o~s .. . , Co1;1sultations : have must find somewhere to draw a line.: ·:rtet :~s. · · . ·; M 

beep. going oil withiti ·tp;~ : ~ast we.~k~ be~een, ~i':e privilege by .. all means, · s~ecau~e : pripl~e''? ~~nv 
t,lw,Action 'Gro.up and ,other partJel:> a~ to the. brmgs profit w1thout. effor~: :Cet~ us. lqo~·=Y: o, clo 
precise riatUre_· and . ext«n't :of'. the sacrifices into nooks, plan our budget .and ·fu:d ::\Vhere : ,.Si 
~;eqilired ·of .us. " :. ·-::'.. \ .. : · · · · profit comes without ~ffo~: I t~~·) ~O..o/;· ;-; ,·

8
. 

: Nigeri~ i~ fre~~ by the Grace ·of God, ~d Party has set_, through 1ts own_ organs, wa_y..s ' t . 

. :&e lncknemmence -w.e ..hz.re -WDn ~ k .mui~9£~~~ ~ Yl 

~~wai!taf: , TI Jm-ow- ir~ .rror e:a-syrro-· srart' ibic .ficrme. ~u~~1elf~ "''~~- v 
make sacrifices, bm-r think that in the interest us .WOk at houses worth £3,000 on the (Jpelf ' 
of_the nation·. every. hqn/ Memf;ler should be market that are being let out for £240. I am . 
prepared to· pay his full share :to ensure that. not saying that such ills are founcl only in the ' · 
our ship of state remains afloat. _. Young men · \V ~,stern Regjon_ Let us lo.ok. at those Adj. 
~~-wamen sh-ould be ?repared to raise "their salarit.:S that 'the ~t: has created; not 11!r'.:e 1~~ 
lights for ,the progress '.Of our own coun.try.· as salary due to him for work done, but as l D l"' 
I · am calling on aU: of you to l;>e prepared to salary to create a prestige of . the superiority !not · 
_make sac1;ifices _: ih diverse-: ways : in _,order to of the whiteman. · ···' ~. 1.:1 . :. • . ,, · 'wh,icb 

, r 

' .-
t 
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n.countcy·,· lMR F ,(\NI-KAYODE] · created readily in September 1960. · The~e 
•·, . ·· · ·. There are many o.f these salaries. Let us areas included .Asaba North-East ' and Asaba 

l',pf you to look at them·-in the Civil Service, in the South-East, constituting .. Regional consti-
and your Corporations, everywhere- and prune them~ tuencies 7 and 8, and Central Urhobo East, 

nade upon;J But let us do· so, Sir, without frustration -to Central Uthobo West, Urhobo East II and 
sion -I will · those whom we pruned. · · I am saying that Urhobo West I, constituting constituencies . 
~ sacrifice's ,·~ · these 'times · need drastic changes, not only in 115, 116, 118 and 1.19 respectively . . 
:'. · · · · ·-. the West, but in the whole of the ·country. Furthermore, the Government decided not 
- Govern- . I think, as I have said earlier, that the new to hold an election for the selection of ·a 
eral publ.k :-: exploitation of Mrica is economic exploitation. Chief from Ilesha Urban District Council,. 
: challenge - without consideration. , I use the word comprising constituencies 71 and 72; because 

· · ·2 "consideration" again in its legal context,· of the situation in Ilesha Town at the time .. 
• • • " · -

1 
: which means you get profit by , investing Because · of : the. dissolution of the Ilesha' 

s Govern- .... nothing. , And we all realise that in the past Urban District Council at the time, a breach' 
the peopl~ · - .Britam arid France had to spend lots of their of the law was threatened and .it was felt 
mntry and' internal income for the political administra- that the election of a Chief in the area might 
long s~allF-o tion of . their · colonies . . Now they . have lead to further . trouble. . . , 
a questton, { removed these expenditures. , They have · In the Bill a:ll that clause 3 seeks to do ;is to 
ust re~erve · · placed these expenditures squarely on our enable all the ex-traditional members· in a · 
structrvely ·~·,· own shoul4ers, and the next step is to dissolved councilto constitute themselves into . 
>du.ced for•. · exploit us without ou~ . participation. · In an electoral · college ·for the . purpose ·of the 
:>atlOn. l_f- ·. order to participate in the future industrialisa-: selection from among themselves of . the 
c:onc;>I?Y of: . .,. tion of .. Nigeria, capital is .necessary . . Not appropriate number of Chiefs in · their ' 
po!ntio? to .•. ,., only capital from Government or Government constituencies into ·the House ·. of Chiefs. 
:aken mto·~ .. · agencies, but capital from . individuals. In This amendment. is necessary because of the 
m.ade and .t. this' respect, Sir, I hope that the Government special · positioi). of these ex-traditional mem• 
l for fiscal;' of. Nigeria will build a new . class of people, bers of ' the . Divisional Council.' · In areas 
::o-:operat~·,, {• · and a new type of economy that will not where there are no traditional members · of 
rffinent · to; .. destroy the state at the expense of the the council the Chiefs duly recogaised -under: 
we believe'; . <. Gover:nffient, and vice versa. , (Cheers from any law . in force in the Region, : and who 
oposed . by· ~ both szdes of the House). , . . · .· · were associated with ·the communities of the 
ose. T?is~ _ I am sure that we are going through the constituencies concerned, will form the 
are seekmg: · :rigours . . .... (Interruptions),: -But we ·On this electoral college to select among themselves, 
. ,Because<-, side of the House, .whenever we are given the the appropriate number of Chiefs in accord
t .from t?e1 ~ opportunity which, God ' willing, we shall ance with . the provisions contained iri the 
Sir, reahse , soon be given one day of ruling this part of fourth column of the Second Schedule of this 
1g~ _of our.·., the · country, Sir, shall show by constructive Bill. , . . 
pomts · ~11-~;l ,1 effort that we cari build a new economy in this The Bill is quite straightforWard ·and . I · 
:onventtoq.r~";:, d:mntr'y.without hiirting either the well-to-do recommenq it for the support of this honour-
all mea?~~:·~, or destroying the poor. (Interruptions from able House . . 
destroy~ng_ Government Benches) .. 
the poor. "S I . S: . . h 11 • h .e don't let.: · ·! o say, 1r, Wit a ,senous~ess, t at we 

·· support Governtl1.ent_ so long as It-. (Applause 
1
'. . ,· -w } -~ 'dnd int'errilptions from both sides ·of the House). 

1t10n. e . · . · , . .- . 
te. Let us;·; :M r Sp.eaker : ·. This also .. appears to be a 
;e privilege .... convenient; tune for: another break till seven 
~t us looK .... ; o'clock this evening. . .. 

. ' I)'; 

;find where~,.. ..Sitting suspended at 2.35 p.m. 
think your.' "s. . . . : .· a· 7 1 t: 
gans, ·ways'!.·: - tttmg res~me at_ . ;) p.m. 

·. 

ts. Let us_ ~- WESTERN HOUSE . OF CHIEFS 
here: u~ -
n the· operi ' -1

• (SELECTION o'F CHIEFS) 
240 . . I am· . (~~MENT) BILL 
only in the 
: at· ·those: - Ad;:ourned Debate on . the _Que~t~on-. "That · 
reated;· not ' the ,Blll be read a Second_ ttme. ' ' 
me, butr as·--; Dr Omitowoju: _Certain seats· could 
'superioritY , not .. be , filled in those areas in 
';.:!L :. ·: ·:.:;.;, .; , which . , _ele~toral · college_s ' .could .not, be 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to m~ve~ 

Mr Ighodaro : Sir, I dse to second. 
Qu·estion proposed.. · - · · 

Mr A. T. Rerri: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
a number of objections against ; this ·BilL·' 
I would like to say that the dehty in bringing 
tip proposals for filling vacancies in the House 
of Chiefs from Urhobo Division ' and from 
Asaba - Division· is deplorable.' .. wen, it is 
deplorable because it i~ clear that those who , 
are competent to vie for ,entry into the House 
of Chiefs have been deprived of their . right 
to . do so, and , in bringing in this Bill other 
sources of complaint have .been brought in.· 

Look,·for :instance, at the way in .. which the 
definition of "Chief" has been.: altered; 
Well, the old·definition is to be desired more 
than the - new · definition bec:ause -the ·· new 
definition '·ten.ds to create an. atnic:)sphere of 



19TH )ANUARY~'·1962 · <BUl - "' S~'cbnd ~eading ~ ~#'!· s~ 
• I • • ( t ~ • 1 "' • ~ I· ·:-: 

[Mi RERRi] . I . . " • . . 

~ft~~?!allty. _ :~ ~~ ·.the'. P~W ; de"fi#iti~ri ~myofi~ 
r~~~!F0~nq(!q; m.~ybe_ ~¥ _Jpcal.A..ctwn . .Qrou.p 
members from the parttcular area concerned; 
cti.ri' e~sily get recbgnised iind be called a Chief 
fo'r' i:hi'S' pl,irp:qse, 'wherel}~ 'by the o1q ' system 
Chiels are chiefs in their 9wn right. (Govern
ment ·. Benches: What ·about- . the Eastern 

. Regzon?)' ·; Well; it does not' interest me vihaf · 
q'ther!Regions dd. Chiefs are ~hiefs· in their 

· · .rights;·" Those o:f'you who are . Chiefs ·on the' 
other siCle know what I am talking about: 
They , are. ri~t ~rtifidally. ~a'de qv¢rnight; 
The appomtment_ of a Chtef for the purpose 
Of forming an ele_ctor~l _ col~ege is undesirable. 
l'he idea · is · that; in the first instartc(!, ~ 
number of Chiefs have to be recognised: 
Who . J:?y? ~y the Govern oz.;, in Council ! 
A-nd the Governor in council scarcely knows 
th.~ · p(!rsons concerned; they have to be 

. ~.f?~orrynen<:le(!. by local p~rty members .of the 
4<:tiOJ1 Gro4p. .. . · 
· . M~ . Speaker, Sir, the point is this: 
Invariably the chiefs, the artificial chiefs; 
if 'r may be more accurate, hecom~well-·. 
they are nOt exactly· stooges bu:t person~ ·who 
arevery; very prone to dance to the tune of 
the Action Group. And the net result will 
be·. this: that the electoral college of Chiefs; 
w~i~,h is . ~he · co.mpete_nt , authorit-y to select 
members to the . House of Chiefs; beGorries 
more or less' a one-party affair ' instead of a 
group . or a college which is capable of seie~
ti'ng a candidate ·to go to the House of Chiefs, 
nd matter the politicaf lea[).ing o.f that Chief. 
. • r .• • , I . . . ' ' . • • . . - • . ~ . 

· Mr Speaker, Str, I ani very, ·very seriou.s . 
~bo~t this · point1 !:>ecause. I remeii?-per th-at 
dur~ng; ·the :, Budget · Se~sion-( fJovetnment 
Benches: You don't look serious). I could 

· not be more serious, my Friends. · -I · 
. remember !h!lt1 ,<;>f the ~24 I]:lempers envisaged, 
there ; f~ . ~ot . <;me , of them ~flO pelong!'? to 
a party other than the Government party
! mean the Action Group; The reason for 
that ·i§ ~ot ~hat tj:lere are rio NCNC chiefs in 
the ~~gi9n but because ~ht! gadg(;!t for selection 
·h.as. qe~n ~o previousJy arrangeq that prospec:.. 
!lVe Ghiefs who have party leanings other than. 
the, 'A.cti9~ Group are automatically knocke~ 
out; · np matte~ how influentil:ll or how gooc;l. 
tlt.ey a~e .~11 ~l).eir areas. · 

~ .• · Mr · Spea_ker; Sir, I ·· would like to be 
cHallenged on that; but I would like to know ' ' 

, ... . · 
. how rriany of them are there: There is not 
orie chief who is a meinber of the NCNC or 
the NPC. (Government Benches: What about 
~[l:e Obq .of Benin?). · 

The Speakl?r: It does appear that the 
Obas are not interested in party politics. 
They &hould not be brought iri. 

Mr Rerri: That advice is soUHii 'ahd 
li~e most . piec~s o_f ad~ice fro~ the Spealler:-.. ~~ 
they are. not generally taken:. seriouslyi~bx tlie·"' 
Met;n:bers OJ1 the .other si?~· . I ~_ tH~t~for~ :· · et 
wa:rung Members on· the other side t<;)-t hink . ar 
s.enously about that advice ~md not tillow ·our- ·-~ . A. 
chiefs to .take part in party politics ._' .A:s:f saiCl · · g~ 
before; for there to be a properly constitUted 
House ·of Chtefs in vypich an the Members - ' 
belong ~o on~ party, ~qe nt,;t re.suh is.'that . the~ .: · qt 
essence-of. ~emocracy-.. const111ctiy.e criti9is!n fa 
-.- is ruled out, and tl).at is the objep~jort which ' ~
I have to this BilJ. ·· . · ,, ct : \ 

" The other point, M;r Speaker; is thi~: '~ '0P. : ' ~~ 
the Se~ond ' Schedule, we find four CqMi:ihl-':. ~ 
encies: Central Urhobo East; Cefitj-iU UfnoBo 
'West, l]rhobo Ea_s~JI ancf: Ur~d?.o 'Y.~~f·.L. · ~ 
In these_ Cons.tttuenc.i,es-__1. . ~ w~ll .·. co€£i~e' . : la· 
myself to where I · come from,. of wHich I . 
have detaile~ .knowledge.; and·that' is Urhobo vx 
Divi~ton..:.:...th.e ho11-: · ¥i~s~.~f: pf ~i~West ;· ·L 
Affatrs, ~r J. _E.. ~tobo; kb?~~ .~s jrlu~~~ ~s. I'' , :M 
do that there 1s a ·well-estabhshe.d tradthonal. ~ · · 
inetho'9. of arriving at our Chiefs, be they tH~ 

· village Chiefs or the traditional·· Chiefs ·~s .. 
described by the Chiefs. ~aw of the Regiob. 
Now, in the old House of <:::hiefs, we knew··; 
how members were §.elected into that ·House: • 
The machjp.ecy of selection has . hot ·been -' 
dismantled. It is therefore· a maHer that " m 
puzzles the Opposition that, without · dis" .: R 
mantl~:pg the old · machinery, we suddenly~ p< 
find that Chiefs are being manufactured. 
These Chiefs now 'being manufactured are ; 
pr<?totype, a.nd the_ result 'of w~~t: they. ~re:.' 
gomg to produce lS a foregone conclusion ;_ . 
~d that i~ why we, on the Opp~~ition sicier·} 
are opposmg the pre,sertt Bill, .because it lias:· 
not the respect ' our ;tradition in Urhobo ha·s·" · ( 
for it. ~hy; for instance; was ' ~~e .. ehi~£7. ahl 
representmg Urhobo W.esf I not selectea . t 
before now, . whe11- fP fa.ct · the Il'lachinery;· ?• 
wherepy ~ Cl).ief was ·elected ·to , the· old2 
dissolved Hou~~ stili exists, and why also was ·~ . p\ 
there difficultY in Goveffiment stepping in · n< 
and thrashing out .chieftairtcy disputes in C: 
Urhobb Division when there has· beeh a ·law · H 
on this? '··· . C 

Now, Urhobo Divisiori ·- has its ·own:. 
ways of arriving at its . .Chiefs: If we want' I 

Chiefs to represent that -Division in the ' 
House of Chiefs, it is only proper that this 
House should &ive all the respects that that 
Division has desei"Ved, namely, :·t:o' ·allow the 
people to ' use their traditional methods of 
arriving· at their Chiefs. 

.. Mr Speaker, EHr, what I .affi saying is this: 
that the members who ought to forni this 
college ought tb l:ie selectt:ci by. the p~opleri 
themselves; so that· wheri tHey ineet .as, tJ:ley 
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[MR Rrm:Ri] M f Speaker, Sir, already there. is a rurrio~r 
did meet in the· past, to select ritembers to the ii1 the area where I come · from that som:e 
House o£ Chiefs, the selection would be minor Chiefs in ~he area are ritriohg trierhbers 
ehtir~ly their own bu~iness and not that of selected into the House of Chiefs. Mr 
~ny local party member pointing hands at Spe~er, what I am trying to · say is this, 

_ A, B, or C, and saying :. "You have been Sir: we want to be assured by the Governmen.t 
· gazetted a~ a Chief". - They are no· Chiefs. that tl:i.is Bill will not pe arbitrarily used. 

· '·What we :peed is. that -the unity and_ welf~e 
l Incid~nt~~ly"' Mt s-~eak~r, the~~ . has ' been . of this Region should be. a matter whicH the' 
;· quite . a'' ,niove of. late for .persons whose GBverhment .. should 'thirik of first and 
; fathets were .no Chiefs, . and who have no · foremost-. Xhe t~ Govt!trithent -should :hot. · 
:: Chieftaincy titles in their family, to make allow ·iyself ·to be ·led by local politicians. 

curious rrio'Ve~ to get . themselves n!ccignised 
. as Chiefs1: As I said-,· this is my Regiont so 
' that, ;Mr Speakef,;ihe .object given at the, erid .. 

of the Bill, narriely, that the Bill seeks to 
I amehd the . western House of . Chiefs 
~ - Regtllation~~ J 96o,·· which is .. ari ' 'existing 
t law" of the Region by virtUe of section 3, is 

1
'. unne~~ssary.. , I~ i~ not necessary to , €?ffect 

such an amendrrient by a Law .enacted by the 
.tegislatuie of the Region. My objectiop.; 
· Mr Speaker,_ is that we should not . make the 
issue ail· artifiCial one. 

-~ . _ Mr Spe~ei;, Sir, ~, be~ ~.o o~pdse. · _ 

- Mr W~ . Aghah.owa: I ri$e to associate 
. lJlYSelf with the last speaker in his views. 

The , Ho:use . of Chiefs is . not .a political 
in$tittition;- ·but . the . Gov;ernment of this 

. Region has turned the w):wle thing into a 
· political 'institution: . ~ If the Government 
, maintains, that jt has equal opportunities for 

· '. every,. member . of ·-_ the c<;>inmunity of this 
· Region; .'I wonder why this has not taken 
. place. earlier than ~ow? 

Mr Speal{er;· Sit; I oppose.' 
.. · ... . ' .... ; . 
. Mr · T:~ E~ Igugu : ./Mr. ·Speaker, Sir, I 

. align . myself with. the pr.evious . speakers ori 
this · side of the House. , This Bill, Sir, is 
being designed to 'bpp~ess the ·NCNC Chiefs. 

- M:r . Si>e~er, si'r, i wish to make a few 
poihts · oR ,· tHis mattet . · .in fact, · there is 

,· nothing .. wrong in ·making provisions for 
· Chiefs who h~lVe .. not aiready come ·to the 

House of'"Chiefs to ·,corrie to the House of ' 
Chiefs. My fear is this, that the Government 

' might use it as a , weapon to overthrow the 
senior Chiefs in the area and perhaps manu
facture some chieftaincy titles , and . bring 
tHeiti into: tlie House of Chiefs. Fbr instance, 

' 81r., :in Uthobo · Division; Chieftaincy titles 
'' vai-1 ~r9Hi afea to_ area ktid from chin to chiri; 
. You have the . 0-Vie as the Senidr Chief in 
• Brhobo ·Division . In l.tghelli _dan, for , 
. d:airiple;. ·the Ovie.,is ·the senior chief in the., 
. ate a; 'anct the. 'dghovboi-i is th~ junior Chief. 
In the Cilse of the QVie, who . is the senior 
chief in·tlie area, He shchild be 'given f;riority 

.'!. in the selection. 
'h; 

• • • r 

in tortclusion, Sir, i appeai to th~ Gdverii
ment Bencli to search th~ir · hearts and ask 
God for the retduching of their soul~ ~o · that. · 
justice _ and :. fairplay .J?:y this Govetnrrient. 
might be the order. irt this Regip'n. 1 appe;al 
to the Gov~rilment t0 see to it thdi tlie pre..;' 
serit wave of disorder in this Regioii is· c6h~ti ::. 
ttitiohally wiped out. I appeal t$ rhdse _ 
on the Government' Bench whd aretesp9n~:: · 
ible for the misuse of this legislation to . as~ 

-God for the retouching of their souls. 

Mr P~ k . T~biowo: _ l\lir Spea~eri S}r, 
I rise to speak on the Bill now before tge 
House. I rise . to do so in view of . IllY 
position as the Member for Urhobo Centra!, 
I have no pbjection to the process by which · 
Government is trying_ to recognise _ chiefs · 
in the areas where they have not been · 
before, in order to bring the~ into line with . 
their counterparts in othe~ Divisions in the 
Region, in the House of Chiefs. It has 
often been said t~at, \Ve do not give recognJ.._; 
tion to chieftaincy titles. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
tpere is nothing f~ther from falsehood than 
that. It has ofterr been said that those in the 
Central Urhobo District were the chief 
obstacles in selecting chiefs l.n the .· District 
to represent them in the House of Chiefs. 
That is also not correct. What I wish to . tell 
Government is tpis: . due care should be 
taken in . the process by which these Chiefs 
will be recognised; to see to it that the right 
type of people are duly recognised. They . 
know much about it. · ' 

I say, Si~, that in th~ process of recognising 
these people, due co-nsideration should be ,._ 
givenj and care should be taken that Govern.; 
ment should not do things in a rush or do sa 
through the back . door. By doing this 
representations are bound to be made to the 
Minister responsible for Chieftaincy Affairs 
in respect of the recognition of chieftaincy 
titles irt the Central Urhobo District. We do 
realise thrit there ate natural title holders 
and that, in due coursb, the process by whicH, 
title holders should be., selected will . oe 
foriVarded to the Govefnttlent 

.. 

" .· ~ 

\,' 
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The. -Minister · of . Local Govern~ent 
(~haji D. S. Ach~gbeni~):· Mr . Speaker*: 
$ir, ·.I . am very mu.ch . grateful , to. the ·Jast. 
speaker for· having . taken . the ,floor of. ~he, 
House .in the. way he did. All the speakers 
and Members from Aboh Division arid Benin -
Division have all been gorp~t of this Debate, 

. because they know that it. i1'!: unnecessary to 
dabble in a Debate of this kind. Unfor
tunately, thi~ has .. I10t -be~n .. ~the case yVith 
Urhobo Ceptral Division. _; . . _ . 

' 
fo~ar~ing declarations tq the M~I:\i~t~r 1 for; 
Ch1eftamcy Affairs about · this. . · . ·' . 

• \ ' ._ ' • ' ' ' I • : , ' ~ ·, ,• ~ T • • ~ 

~, .Mr o: i Okumagba': ~ . M:~:.s;~ak~-r;. ·s·i~,~ -· 
I >rise to . oppose this BiU. ,·because;f chiefs; · _: 
everywhere in the Region should be ~4pected• 
to be the leaders of their peopl.e .. ·' A:s- 'l"eg~ds 
the method of selection as proposed by the·; . 
Government, any method tha~ . is. · un-· 
satisfactory in ascertaining the' wishes ' of the 
people. is in no way democnitic': '· 'Ih 'th~ ' Biil' 
we have found that in the.- fourth 'to'Ilimn· ·o( 

For quite a long' tirrie now, we have been 
having a lot of trouble :with trying to get the 

. dght type . of · chiefs. in · U rhobp Division, · but 
there have' 'always been difficultie~ in recog
_nising them. -We have always found ourselves. 
not at ease' in selecting these chiefs as a result .· 
of too many. chieftaincy title J;wlders in 
'Qrhobo. D~vision. I am S9rry to ;say, Sir, 
that people from the Midwest can · bear me 
out t!'lat, excepting Isoko . District, they have' 
always claimed that they are not' Url:wbos. 
They have made it quite dear to us that they 
are not Urhobos and would therefore' like to 
be separated in the House of Chiefs. If 
therefore there have not been' any chiefs in 

· the Second Schedule; ' it is ·the · intention 'of 
the Governnient to see to it that' traditional 
chieftaincy title holders . are seleCted into the 
House of Chiefs. · One would expect to ·find' 
in this B!ll· that the proposed method .. of . 
ascertaining the wishes of the people ·sho~ld 
be invested in various committees.. · · ;.- ,); · 

· the Western House of Chiefs from ' Uthobo 
Division; the fault is theirs because, at _that 
time, there was no ·properly established cus
tom. · We have now considered it ·necessary 
that this Law should rectify this, particularly. ·• 
in Urhobo Division, by amending the Chiefs 
Law Qf 1957 by inserting Part 3 (a) of .the 

. Ch~efs ;Law, so . that the · competent · co~ncil 
in · ·that. area will be empowered · to make · 

· propos'als ·' to the Minister of Chieftaincy 
Affairs which _ will · be considered · by the 
Government with a view to recognising those 

. chiefs who · are recommended by the com~ . 
. petent councilso 

. I . • 
,. t . . . . . 

::. 'We are .now being told not 'to rush things 
but, for the past two . years, the chairman of 
the COUncil has .not. been . able to tell US· who 
aFl.d who. should represent · tl:;tem. We are 
now bringing this Bill to allow · the people 
themselv.e's to tell the . Government who and 
who should be . chi~fs, . Ovies, · Okakuros- . 

·., (Laughter) . 
··: ., . ' · . ... 

- ' ; • I 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think all .the members 
from .Urhobo Central will support this · Bill. 
I sympathise with them that they have not 
been able to take . their proper ·place in , the 
scheme of things: . 

: ' M r :· Tabiowo : · Mr Speaker,· Si~, you 
knQw that there is no council which is m 
authority that can interfere in . chie{taincy 
matters. In respect . of ],=>art 3 there has not 
been any authority' in respect' of the , Central 
Urhobo Couric~l,and .~e are in the process of 

The Minister of Local : Government · Has 
just explained that it' appears that in Urhobo·. 
Division it is difficult to find ou( the tradi
tional method of selecting chiefs, · and other 
things. It is interesting to riote 'that there 
is no satisfactory method of selecting·_ chiefs, .~
in the Bill. , If you have found the_ remedy, · . 
then you should make it known to -us. , .. The •'' 
method . of selecting these chiefs should-have··. 
been left to the elected r'epresentatives : of tlie' 
people. If it is true that the''Council wa5' 
asked to do so only a few months ago, '\vhat · 
is then the necessicy for rushing: to Parliament. 
to get this 'Bill passed?_. As Members of th6, , .. 1 

House ofAssembly we have ·always·been;told' : . 
that it is in . the interest of the people 1to. 
appoint chiefs to the House of · Chiefs . . 
There should be_ no hypocrisy ~n.' the. appoint
ment of those chiefs. They are the people 
with. the mandate to appoint the chiefs wh'o 
should represent · their people. · · · 

·. Question put and agreed to. 
' I . . 

Bill accordingly read a · Second , time and · · 
committed to a Committee of the wh9le' f!01ise. 

Bill immediately considered in Com:niitt~e. , 

(In the Committee.) . . . 

Clauses 1 to 4 agreed to .. 

First Schedule. 
. . '· ... ' \ ·: ·· ·. 

Mr Igho4aro: Mr Speaker; Sir; I ·big. to 
move that, immediately after , "regll,lation .7 '-~ 
under the First Schedule, · .the · )ollowmg 
"regulation 9" should be inserted; "Delete 
the words ''The Governor shan :~ppoint such'' 
Electoral Officers as he may consider neces- . 
sary'' .and ·substitute therefor; the words 
"The .. Public Service Comniissi~n shall 
appoin't such E lectoral .: Officers ·aS ; ·may be 

• ) ) o ; , '• , , 1 , ,I ~ 1 o 

necessary. 
• • : I t· :' • ~~ • ,· , • ' :' , 
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ADJ_OURNMENT 

850 
·I_ • 

Arne;zdment proposed .. · 

Amendment p'ut and agreed to. 

Fint Schedule,' as amended, agreed to. ·' .. .. . . . 
Second Sch~dule agreed to. 

' • •_. I ' • ~ 

''"',l:ffi:OO:f' : (Mr Speaker.- resumed. the Chair.) 
I '", ; . . :\~' . ~ ' ' 

·Bill .. r~orted with 'amendments, read a 
.U.LJL£~r., 'l-'""' ·iime and passed. 

o~g to. 
m .7'·~ · 
owirig 
Delete . 
t such . ., 

.. 

' ,, 

;, .. ' I ·. 

',• 

.. . 

,, . ' \ 

Motion made mid Question proposed, That · 
the House do now adjourn sine. die.-· 
(Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi). 

Question put ana agreed to. 

Resolved: That.the House do now adjourn 
sine die. 

Adjourned'accordingly sine die at 8,06 p.m: 
pursuant to the resolution of the House this day. 

. j 
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

EDUCATION -
• • • , .J \ I • . • ' • ~ 

Mintmuin Requir~inents for Secondary Grammar Schools 

·. }qng~: . -~ :i~ ~; ~~~i~4~: · r~ ~~~the M~ni~t~F qiE~~s~~jq~ ~'!}a~ ~re tne ft1i1fim~ _ 
a;:~:~6ht'b/?:~ T~ ~:f?t~. qqye~en~ ~~Il app.rpy~ ~h~ ¢s~~Rh~P.w.~n~ 9f ~ Sepo!i4~cy 

.. ' : · •t J. . ......... . : t .,; 4 1A .' -.~'-' f ~ ~~~ · ;\'·-P.! t , , 

Answer-. 
The Minister of Education: The following are the conditions which are still current 

and which must be s.iltisfied :--:o; : · · . · 

d
.:. ~ U).', Talh~fB~-ilPP?.~f1~ ~~p.h· .. 8~l ~nq~t 1?~ ~~ucd~ric_mal1y ne~e~~!liY p.~~~~ F~garci to t~~ e?',isting 

e ucat10n ac 1t1~s 1n t e area concerne . · · , . , 
.. ,·-· . ... - . ... ~· .! -.1()/ -~ ~ ... , . '"1-l .. .t ... ~: . ....... ~. · . ~ · • .... ~ ~~- ~ · ... . - . • .. 

(ii) .The proprietor mqst have a valid title to the land on which the school is to be 
situated. · - . . 

(iii) The site must be approved by; the Medical Officer of Health or his repre_~~ntative. · 
. . ' ·· - • . l \ \, . 

_. (iv) A s~rably qualified Princip11l and another . piy.otal te~cher _must b~ inur}eqiately 
i!Yail~~~~ ID~~o#~ ~~priyi,n~ ~y ~~i.s~iq~- ~~s~i~i;ltio~ of c:s·se~~!~~ -~~~ff· . . '. . .. .. . . · 

(v) Sufficient capital of at least £4,000 must be immediately. available to carry out 
recognised e~pehses pf the proposed schooL The $ch6ol will not be grant-aided until its 
fourth year of successful esbi~lishmert. 

. p~~~f~Pr~~~~~~ ~n Se~C?l14_arr ~cpo~\ Bu~ldip.~ ~r~11ts 
. L . ! q (1 ?~~ Mr §~ T ~ ~d~l~ga~: To ~sk the Min~ster pf Edl!-caf~pn w~y there ~we dis
' 1 crepancies 1fi the Seconaaty School Building Grants for elder and younger Secondary Schools; 
1 and {Vh'efhex:· t&~ ulftetefib~s could be equitably· ~djusted: · · · · · · · · · · ; · · · · · · · · · · 

t ,. I' ' • 1 ' " : t • •• ' t' 'oJ . , I ' f' • .., , ' • •·,- •· ,.. ' "' J ' '• " • •. \ • ~ • • _; ' ' ' . 

· Answer-
. 't The Minister of Education: The question itself is not very clear, but it is presumed 
· , that the Hon. Member seeks to know why Secondary Grammar Schools established priodo 
. ~1 , ~9~~ ~t~r~ct ~ hlg4~r l~f~l pf pu,i!diruj gra11~s ~haR ~ho~e es~a!>,!ishe.4 ~llP~~R.l1~m ~9 ~~~~ P!!riod, 

I ., . . 

[· , .. !-IP. t~ · ~?S~, *'~ ffi~Pfti~ puilq~ng g~ap.t pa~d to ~ecRn4aty Qr~a~ Sc}lpqls ~a~ 
: . £~~,QQQ_: .. f.\:~ f~etr '~(it!~~ .H1~7l _!he: a¢.o?fl~ r.as ?e~~ rec1u~e4 t9_ ~1p!~9q. th.~ lV{ini~ttt 6.f l Edu~ation · ts contiru!ii!Y re,view1ng School .:Otitldmg pians !lild ~pnstrncHoP, \.Vl.t~ ~ yterV' tp 
~ . making them cheaper. and mo~e efficient. Simpler building plans have since been evolved a:n:d 

· ~~c~0~':e PJiJk1bi.0a~~:~!ri~e~!:r~~:~i!v~n~;!1ii~~~ ~:~i ~tfh":~est~~t~f.~~~;:~l:h~!! 
·' ~ bufld~ngs, the' _process of tedudilg . building costs friust materially .assist' P.ropdetorS'' ln.' estab-

lishing Seedndhcy arar.rifiHtr ·Sdhook ' . . ' . ' ' · ' · . · , · · . 
... '· I: 0. ' .I ,• . ' ; ,' , 

0 
• •, , , ~ I ,.~.. 1 

-~ · Further, the rate of the' expansion of Secondary Grammar .Schoofs since .f~uary 1957 
: .. makes it essential to review building grants if. an undue proportion of Government reso\lrC~~ . i~ 
~ IJ-?t.t9 9:~ .~~~p!-fn>eq ~q. RPP9Jr~~· . Th~ ~~gi<).p~l7\dY~l>~J?' .~q~rq 8f ~~'tca~i?.~r. ~11 yi~W of the . 

"'. ~~p.t4 -~~~~~lP?; !?.f~f~9P~~. ~p,g . ~}i_e f~c_t .~h~t chea~~t P';uldmg~ ca!l ~q~·.P~ . P.ff>RU~~~~ .. rfC<?JP.::-
1, t.rp.~n#e4 ~4~F fp~ m~w,p !:?r~t for m:-..y ~fp.ool~ l:ie re4':1~~4 t? £tQ~990 ~~from Jan'l.~IJ iQ57 ~ 

. Dei~ys in P~yment of Aliowances to Headmasters and inspectbt~ ·. 
~ ':t ..- " .... . -

. 10/204. ·. Mr P. ¥. Okwesa: To ask the Minister of Education 'why there has been 
I' a delay in tHe· -pa~~riF t>f ~he Headmaster's Allowance, 1960 an~ the transport and out-of~ 
I pocket expensf:!s td' ~peciai Inspectors who carried out certain inspecti~ns_ dH,ting October, 
( .November and De~~p:1ber 1960 for the purpose of Primary School gr~dirig . 

. Answer- ·' 1 .. · · · 
1 

• The Minister·. of Education: Until recently, Headmasters . pf .Prima_ry Schools have 
. received annual resppp.~ibility allowances at varying rates. In order t6 r~flect the need for 
! higher standard in ?-#mary schools and to offer greater financial reward ~<? · Headmasters who 

merit them, the existing system has· been changed. · Headmasters' Responsibility and Efficiency 
allowances are now''_'ba8ed on the results of inspections conducted by this Ministry. After 

. ' 
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·- . ·. _-:> ~:.:-:.~-;~~ .\· ·. \ z- · ·:~ · -~ : .> ... ~:··:~_<.'·_ .. _,_·~ · : ; , -. 
each inspection, during which a number of factors are taken into consideration, schools-are 
graded (A), (B), (C), and (D) and paid a new rate of allowance which w~ retrospectiye from 

· 1960. ' ' ' ·:_:<<<"' :: ... · ... · ;, ' :.' .. : · .:.... .. . :.:·:. _., . . <-, .. ~ ·:£'.(.' ) ' ' . . 
Payments of Headmasters' allowances at the old.rates were made to Secretaries to Bodies 

Managers, · Supervisors and Proprietors in October '1960 but instructions were issued subse
quently stating that. :9-i~p!l.r~em~nt -~o indiv:idt,J.al H.~adm,ast_ers sh<?~ldu;wt-,~e. .. made pending 
;~~~ r,esults~-<:>~ tlw ~rst iqspec~ion th~n being conp.ucted: .. ~he mas~ msp~c~o.;n y.rhi~J;l, ,'!f¥? later 
conducted t()ok thrC!~ . months, ~nd 1t was completed only by ,the end · of 'tp~ las,;_ fj_.ri~~~~l'.yea~, 
1960-61. · Headmasters' · allowances were therefore paid' after .· the . r¢sults ·w~re kno-yvn; 1 ·'·The 
claims by special Inspectors came in instalments and could not therefore be 1rriet'in the· fin:artdal 
)_'ear and these were paid earlyin the n~w financial year of 1961-62. ,, __ . ·,·. : ;·;~.~}~. 
. { ~ ·~ :: . ... . . .. ·. . . ' ,, , t I .. · . ... , .. . : :· '" ( . 

'' 
Custody of Expenses Grants · :. · .. . : .. .. . . : r . 

·· :. 10/205~ · Mr ·P. V. Okwesa·: -T~ ask :the Minister or' Education ':Vhether Gdve1,1Ullent 
would consider the advisability of leaving other Expenses· Grants ' in the hands of Headniasters 
rather than in the. hands. of Secretaries to the Body. of Managers who tenq to. misappropriate 
the· funds for their individual interests. . ~ .. . . ' .. ... 
A1iswer-· · · ·.. I f · . : .:_ ; '· ··.,_!: .: .. ~ l· ~ - .~ . ~ ·· .. ·- ,~ 

') · The Minister ~f · Edu~~Ho~: Under the . Grants~in-Aid Regu~ations; .. the Body of -. 
Managers is legally ·responsible for the proper disbursement of "Other ·Exp.enses'' ·grants. 
In .View of this, Managers must continue to exercise 'control over these:gnints. · : l\1y Ministry 
is' taking all action to ensure that allegations of irregularity are investigated and to see that these 
grants are spe_nt for the purpose for which they are provided. , · . . :: :\ .. :: · > : .-.: , , ' . j 

~ . .• ' • • • - • 1 • . ' ' • : • • -

Considerations for the · Appointment of "School Supervisor" 
. . . - .. ' ; . "' ~ . . ) .. ' . . ' 

~ · . 10/220~·. Mr 'A. Ajibola: .. To .. ask the Minister of Education whether he woUld cori~ide( 
it advisable that appointment to the post of "School Supervisor" 'should be based purely ol;i 
"merit" and that the post should be given a Special . salary Scale· so as ·t'o give· tmcounigei:rient 
t.o holders of such post in the Voluntary Agency and Local Authority Schools. -- : 11: ;: .• '. 

' 1 • 
,. , • ; : ; : : ~ · ~ ! ; . : ' : .~ • : ·: • I . : J _-; _. ,; . ', 

· Answer-
'' 

: The Minister of Education: The appointment of Supernsol"S·ts lmade by-Vohiritacy· · 
· Agencies and Lopal Education Authorities. and approved by me .. .. lVIY l.Vlinistry h.as. always 
. 'ensured that persons .appointed as supervisors are qualified an~;I:suitable m:. pther' respects. ' 
The' question of a .special sal?I)r scale does .riot arise as the post of vo.ltWtary ag~ncy ·supeivis6rs · 
~s J?eing abolished.·as from 1st April, 1962. · · ,' ··_ '· , , ·_-_ . , _ . . : · ,.., . " · -

· · Comparative Primary School Passes into King's College; Lagos' -
":.. . . -. . - . - . . ~ _, :· . . - . . - . : . . . : . ' ._,. : ; . : .. } - . . . . . . ~ .. 
, .. · 10/254. MrS~~ Onasanya: · To ask the Minister ofEducation to .state how th~ nu:mbex: 
of passes from our free primary schools in the Western Region ipto. ~g's ' GoJ.tege, "L~gos 

·compare with tho~e from. other Regions (including .the ~ederal Te_rr~tory of Lagos). in) 960. " 
. ·- ·~ -... _-: ... . • ; :1 . . ·:· : ; ' ; ; '" • ,:· · .. · . . . . ! _; ; .•.:. · _ • I .· :)!) .._ ) ·~ ·-.~ • • ,·::: · · ~ ; : · ; } . 

· Answer- .. · ... ' ' · · · .;·,. , .. =. ' , ·; :: · :~> 

·. ·. ' 'Tiie Mi~iste:r ofEducation: The total number ofboys_' fr~m: .all .tiie ' R~giorisj o(th;~1 

Feaeration of Nigeria (inCluding the Federal Territory of L.agos) who _too~ 'the. examinati()n ~or, 
entry to King's College, Lagos, in 1960 is 3,580. Fifcy-nine of these. were successful iri gaining· 

. admission to .the. College. This number is divi~ed among the Regions as. foll~wa: . ~ 
c:: . •. • • • . - • • • • • . .... J ••• • • •• • --. " • - .!. ..... _ -· ... ·. 

' ' . 

• . . , . . 
'· 

. No. of Ca,ndida~es . ' · i ·' : 

_, 'gaining Admission to, · 
Region . King's 9ollege . 

· Federal · . .. · · ~ · · ·· 22. 
Western Nigeria 13. ·· 

- • ... f' , l 

. . ,Eastern Nigeria ... · . , .. 14' , .. .. .. 
·,. · .' Northern Nigeda :.. . . . ~ 10 · · 

. I ·; .' . 
., • ' .. :- :,- I 
!'.. :-.. I 

.. . . 
59 ' .·Total 

' j 
·, 
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Written An$Wers to Questions iii 
.•. 

Secondar y Gramm ar Schools in the Region · · ··Y. ·. , , ~· ·,·. :· 

·_·· r · .• i'd/.2ss." ' :_Mr s. Onasan:ya':. Tti· :as'k :'Ib.e Mir{i~t~r . :~f . Ed~~ati~~: t~ .. ~t~t~ ho~ . ~any 
Secondary Grammar Schools existed in the Region in .1951 and to indicate what the number is 
at the present time. · · · · · · ' ·.· .. \ ' ' ' · · 

··-Answer- · · · , .· ...... .. . 

. : The ·Miri1ster of Education: . 1n 1951, :there' were· forty-.two . Secondary" · Grainrn.ar 
Schools., .. ;In-.1961, ther.e were· 177 and ·another fout1:een have been· approved to op.en in 1962. 

·. Introdu~tiori of Conim~r~i~l Subjects in Seconda~y Mode~~ S~ho~ls · 
10/256.· MrS. ·onasanya: To ask the Minister of Education to say how soon woiild. 

conunercial.subjects, like . Shorthand, Typewriting; Book-keeping, etc., ·be introduced into . the 
Se~ondaty)Modem Schools._: · · · 

~ j • 

Answer-
The Minister of Education: ·. The int~od~ctiori of coinmercial subjects into the 

Secondary. rModem Schools · has already· started. · In 1958, we received :_assistance from the 
International ::Co-operation Administration of the · United. States ·· Government to establish a· 
special course:for thetraining of con'uriercial-sq.bjects teachers for Secondary Modem 'SchoOls 
and the first products completed their course in 1960 and started work in about . thirty 
schools in January 1961. The course is still being run and additional teachers completed their 
courses. in 196 f. • • ., · .. . · .. · · · · : · · ' 

• ' • . T • ' ! . "'·' · - I ' ";• .~ • • (• ~ • ' ' , . : '. • •• , • ···, • • . • • .. • ~ • . I 

: ·. To 'assist the Sec6ndacy_M6de·m Schools 'which are conduci:ing,these coinmercial subjects, · 
speciargrants ''of £600 ,each;were made to _twentY:-six school~i.for furnitUre and equipment in 
respect ~f these courses. . · · · ·. ~ _, · ·· · · · ' ' · .. · · ; ' · . , . . . · · · · 

. , ...... r ~ .. -~ :.J , . . . . .. , . : . . .. ·. 
Payment of Hardship Allowances to Teachers 

10/26 7. Mr C. 0. Olamigoke: :·To ask 'the Minister of Education whether Government 
would consider paying hardship allowances. to teachers situated -in veiy difficult and inaccessible' 
areas in t~e Western Region particq.lady in the Creek ar·eas in Okitipupa Division. , ... ·, · 
'' ·/ (~ '.! .· ~ f • ' • } . ' ' • . . . I -t ' > • ' ' 

Answer:- ,_.. -:: · · ··.,· 
The Minister ofEducation: No Sir. Government does not intend to pay any such 

allowances. It is unprecedented in Government's planning and disbursement of publicfunds. . . . ~ . ' . . 

···;·1 ,. : ·:, ' · -~ ' .. ·: · · :) ·; ~-Equipment of Schools in Rural Areas ··. ' ' ,. · · 
; " · 10/268. : :1\'lr C. 0. Olamigoke: 'ro ~sk the Minister of Edu.cation whether he i~ a~ar~ 
that many 'schools .in rural areas in this Region are still ill-equipped and alsO' to state .what are 
the possible remedies. . . . . . ' ' . ·, . . 

, ... • .> • • l . "'! • • • • ~ • 

. , . Answer- .. , .. · ., 
~~· · '1 The Minister . of Education: . 1 am aware . that many schools are ··not as well equipped 
o~ -.:l as _they should be having regard not only to the size of grant which we pay-for equipment but 
6 .. ~ . · also t() the efficie11-t administration . of these grants. , However, the , whole. quest~ on.; pf ·the 
!", ·· t a~niini~fat~(jP~ {)~ grantsf?r e~uipm~nt ~~ ~uid.er active C?~sideHttion ~nd SOrne,()f _the ;Iecisi<?I?-S 
: ~:~ :, t ~~11 be~~.· to_ P,r,o~l;l_c~ re~\llts . 1n. the ne": year. m the form .of mor~ _efficte:n,t admmts~r~tlon :1nd a 
~b' .. shghtly· ddferent~system for the payment of these grants. · · · ' .l . . · :' · . 

. . ' 

·.. . . . . Voluntary Agency Supervisors in the Region . · · ,. 
1 

f)" ~ 1 ; l , : , "'> , r • t • ,. ; ~ , _ _ • · - • • •.~:· • \ ''"' ": ' •, 

. ~ i v· _
1
;. ~-0 ~~~-SA •.• --~ As~ ~-~ .:P~~ay~mih: ···wTo .ask thRe IY!~ni~_te;r .of Ed~ca~iori to. s~!'lt~ .. the nu,mb,er of 

If• 1 · o unta .. ,.-. gency upemsors m t e. estern egwn. . , .. 
~-- : ·.··: . 'A~;~~;,;·;<· .. :,.-'.'. ;~ :-.,~~ :: .. : ... .-: -;, ~ :.· ~-- . . . . . ·. ·. . . . . . ,_ ... 

·-,· .. . 'The Minister· of· Education: ··The mimber of: Voh.intary Agency Supervisors· in 1961 
was 142, .: : ·:.:' ,_ ·· ·:. ' ,. · ·.: : - .. - ·. · · .... · · . · : , · ·. · · ·• · · · · · 

I ' • .. ' !, ' .'', ' ' • ; • • ' • ' ' : \ • ' ' • i ' ' ' : ' • ' ' ' ' ', ' : ' : ' • ~' • ' ' • ' r •' 

. Gradmg of Voluntary Agency School Supervisors 
· 10 /30&.', · 'Mr A~ A .. · Babaye~i :' · 'r~ ~~k· th~ :Miriist~·r ~f 'Edu~ati~ti·whether ·(;~v:ernmeii.t 

would coos.ider. 'a'Special Scale·· ofSahicy, preferablythat.for Executive·Officers, for Supervisors 
ofVolf:fntary Agency Schools in view of the tremendous i:esponsibilitie·s that devolve up6ri this 
class of workers. · , :. , .. , ' · · · : · ' · .,, ... · 

•· I ,. 

) . 

·.• 
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Answer-.. . ..... _ 

. · r;r~~ ~n;i~ter o~ :E~~~~~iop...: No ~if. . 'fh~. <}~.~~tio~ o,:f ~ ~P.~<?i.fll ~l~f! sc~~ · ~4~~ pot 
~r!.~~ a.:~ !~e. ~~~~ pf Vo~~~~rr A~en,cy Sl}J?~fY~.~9f~ ~~· P~P1~ ~P?l1~h~q· ~~ ft8$ I~!.. f>:~.~~13 _t?..~.t: ~· 

WORKS AND TRANSPORT · . ,_"' .. : · •: ~- .. : · ,; ' 
., : < 

Installation of Electricity in Egbedore and Aiyedade 
. 1.0/183, Mr' :Y. L. Og~yele: To ask the Minister of Works' and 'Ffansi>oft ,:Wh~n, iri . 

vieW of the increasing development programmes now being· undertaken iri :Ni'getia, .\Vill 'tne 
Regional g~y~~;t1!U.e?! inst.f:il ~~~C:~ri~itr ~t'E~pe_do.re .~tJ.~ A~¥eq~qe. . ... .., · · .' · 
. '. . ~ . ' . . ~ .... ' 

Apsm_~r:-;-:7 . · - :: · r :· 
• ••• \ .. " .. • • l• 

. ' • I'\ !!'he Minister of . Work.s, ~nd Transport: q:he 'question of electricity for' the whole 
Region is engaging the mind of Government. Egbedore and Aiyedade 'will ·not' be:(oJ;gotteii 
in tlie future programme f.or electricity. ·-.. ...- ·~· " 

·.. Contractors for Roads and Buildings· · . · . , ···' 
_.- 't t •• /.._ j ' , • , \..,i- • I J - I , • o ' ~ ~ .i- , olt ! , ~ ~ ,. ' •' • • ~ • , -~ J ~ ·,~ ,~, < 

· ,~; · t10 /13L · Mr J. A. Odutuga: 'To ask the Minister of Works and Transport the ·tobll 
sum of the contracts awaided by the .Regional Gove'tninent to both the Iridlgenou.S and the 
Alieri -Contractors respectively. for (a) Roads; and (b) Buildings during · the'"· finahdal ·yea:r; . 
1960.;;61. . ..t . . . ~ ·· . . ,·, -~ ~ ; : ~· .· . 
Ah~wer-' 

( ; . 

' The Minister of Works and Transport: 
dontiacts . awa;ci~d in ~196o:6 f ~as as' follow'~: . 
J · .. ,.,\ '! · ' ' R.o~ds ' ·· : :? · · ... ::. ~ £344,024 'to ·indigenous Contract:ors. . . ._ :.. • .. 

· £634,219 to non-indigenous Contractors. 
£1,301 ;811 to indigenous Contractors. · 
Nil to p.on-indigenous Contractors • 

Buildings 
. , , , , .. • · , i.\ .; ;: · , ,. · . . ,\ :, I ' , . •\ · -<.: - . ,1,, ·• • 

;provisio~ .of ¥er~)' _Se~y~ce f,or ~g~~~~P4~ ~rt4 ·~4~~ . ~'~ 1 :, . r· , j. 
. . · 10/274.' Mr. M.' A. Idodo: · T~ ask the Mini~t~r of Works and Transport it 11~· ~~uid .. 

consider the advisability of providing a f~rry boat for service on the Niger between Agefi~b.t>'cle '{:,\~ : 
d Id h ' . . " . ,... 'lli .. ;i • 

• • ~ • • ·! •· ~ - · . • • • : • :~_ • • • •l.':< ,., f ~·} - •• ~,; ;,~ .· . ~ '1. \ ·. 
. .• ,.,. ' .•• ~ •.. <' ,,·' •• 1: 

:An·s"w· 'er·-· ~· ~-- •: · ~·· ·-~ .. ' .::¥.!F. ·.,,.,.· ,.... '"" '"" ' :[-\ • • .. ., .!:"!{ • • 
. : . The Minister of Works and lfranspott: In view Pf the fact that the !gala· Native \·~~( j 

1}WPf?rfry rn~~m~i~ p.q. .~fi?..<?~ent f,erq. ~ery~ce ,qf?. the ~ig~~ be~e~ll L\~~~~9o.47. an.4 Jfi,l}H;' and;, .~ ," 1 
~lil:Y"n.~ Ff~P~~d ~() t~.epomp.~ratty,ely ~1~h~ t!affic of. v~hl.cles R~r W~J!~ q~mg_ S¥H~9 RY~~hl~i~f~':l ', :; '< 
servtce, 1t ts.not constdered advtsable t? operate another fer~ servtce. · Tht;:h,qp.! M~mP..~r~~~r~.: ·~·~ 

· however, wtsh to know that the Regwnal Government g1ves a grant annually to the Etsako · 
District Council towards the maintenance of the approach ferry ramp . . · · · ' i~ "·;;·:~~,·;. >~111': :~ 

. Grant of Financial Aid t.o B-enin:.City CounCil tor- ~:t!~:tisioti id{ ' J~b. ~~.{ ····r:! ~ :.: 
· -- · · · . ·· · - ... Streets thid ElectriCity Services···: -., -., ·~., ·· , · "·. (,·- · -.. ~ . )1 } ~ 

• ~ •, ' • ' I ,; . $' . •' ' • .· ' ' ~ • • ., ., ,. . • l,'j, :~~ <;. •,'/ • 

: \-· ~~Q/3P.· . ¥.~ F1.· Q~ Itp.~fi.dqt1~ . 'T.q ~k. t~e M~~~~~f of'Wor~ ~.mFfrw.PR~,&~~t~.~f,!': ~!: 
tP.r.:fi?Y~rp.mer.t ~oul.d !?-9n~t4~r ~4e ~sty~s~bthty <?.f gr~~1~g ~ttqst~a!. ®!B~~~~ ~~~ ~e :·~fl~,>.; ~ . 
Ben~n Ctty Counctl,. t? tmpr<;>ve· an4 Y? C?II?-P.l~~~ *e ff~f'!P.S~?.9- ~f ll!J m:>-P~ffim~ ;?~r~F!W)?~ 1'' 
Bemn and also electnctty servtces. · · ·. · ~ '' . ~. ,_, f 

4:_ns~r- . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~' . . j}. ·>.~-·:·; .. 1~~it' 
- The Minister of~ orks and Tr~:;P'?~t: : \Y~th ~e~arq ~o the. ~~si: ·~.art 9f~J:l.e'.flf/.~.~P.~~l · , 
I shou~d say that townsh1p roads are the respons1b1hty of the Local Couhclls and Government~ . '. : 
does not consider it necessary to make grants towards their improvement or co~pletio.n/ ·fl~l.l ~··~ " . · 
' · With regard t.o ~le.ctrjdty senrice81 the hon. Member is reminded that tHe.re 1s-;eleetfi~itY: ·; :; ·~: 

in . Benin and that the question of its extension is the 'responsibility of the ·Local: Cofuicil ;, ; 
concerned. Govemm~?t ~o~s I}:Pt i!J.ten.:4. t? ~~ye ~r.an~.~ for !P-i~: ., ~- .' · , ,,. . .:-· , L y~., , \, .. t , . }i'1 ,:· •. 

. . • .. • • f .... , . . ')- ~ - .. 

. ;pipe-bqrn,e W~ter f9r ~gbet~i; *ish~, Igboho, She~eter~, O~~~ <~tc .• :· · ': : f 
~1 0/3 3 L Mr 0. o. Gbolahan: ·To .ask the Mip.ister of Works . and '!?~sport .when~· 

Igb_etti, Kishi, lgb.ohb, Shepeteri, Aha; Offiki and other town·s in Oyo N orth.::West l · Ct:msti-t 
tuency will be provided with pepe~borne water. . . · - ,~ · .-. · \':~.~~~t· 



Written A nswers to Questions v 

Answer--
Th e Minister of Works and Transport: Igbetti, Kishi and Igboho are in the 1960-65 

Water Supplies Dcvelopm~nt Programme. 
Igbetti has reached an advanced stage of investigation whilst Kishi and Igboho are in the 

planning stages. , Consideration will be given to Shepeteri, Aha, O:ffiki and other - towns 
in Oyo North-West in future development programmes. 

Tarring of Asaba/Ihusa/Ogwashi-Uku/Umunede Road 
· 10/339. _ Mr F. H. Utomi: To ask the Minister of Works and Transport to state when 

the tarring of the thirty-four mile Asaba-Ibusa-Ogwashi-Uku~Umunede road which is an 
officially recognised route .for transport allowances will be co~pleted. 

Answer-
The Minister of-Works and Transport: The tarring of the Asaba-Ibusa section of the 

road has been completed. -It is hoped that the tarring of the Ibusa-Ogwashi-Uku-Umunede 
•· section of the road will be included in a future Road Development Programme. -
! 

' . 1 

AGRICULTURE · AND NATURAL - RESOURCES 

M~thods for the improvement of Agricultural Products 

. 167/60. Mr V. t Amadasun: To ask the Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resour- . 
ces to state_ the methods which the Agricultural Department of Western Nigeria has discovered 
in the ir:nprovements of the quality and yield of agricultural products in We_stern Nigeria. _ 

Answer-.-
The.Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resources: The-Ministry of Agriculture 

and· Natural Resources has not discovered any method .of improving the quality of yield of 
Agricultural products in th,e· Western Region which is different from that which -is normally 

·used in all agricultural countries and which consists of the conduct of research, using various · 
scientific .techniques. 

. The techniques employed vary according to the biological characteristics of the crop to be 
·improved. In some 'Cases, mere selection of individual plants of kp.own high yielding character
istics and the multiplication of the seeds of such plants might produce the improvement 
required., In other cases,· actual breedi~g- involving the crossing of various parents whose 
characteristics are required to be mixed may be necessary. In some other case~ both selection 
and breeding have to be combined to eff'ect an -·improvement. 

i ' . 

To go into the detailed ;techniques of plant improvement for all crops will be taking the __ 
hon. 'Members into the realms of plant' breeding which will take very many days to cover,' 
and the best place for which will be a School of Agriculture. 

... 
i 
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