



























































151 Gorsuch

‘Mr P. B. Nieketien : I support the
motion of the hon. the Minister of Finance
that this Government should adopt the
Gorsuch Report on the revision of salaries
for civil servants. I should be grateful
if the Government will give financial
aid by way of grants to local government
-bodies in order to enable these bodies
to pay the new salaries to their workers
-as it has been recommended by the Gorsuch
Report throughout the Regions. I would
" like to tell the Government that therc is
need to control the cost of foodstuffs and
domestic essentials in the country, for if the
Government. does not control the cost of
living as far as foodstuffs and other essentials

are concerned there will be another salary -

revision in the near future. 'If we go on
revising salary every two and every four
years as the case may be without controlling
the foodstuffs and most of the domestic
essentials in the country, heaven knows
where we will be in the next three years.
Therefore I am urging the Government
to -see that it takes a serious action and
tries to control foodstuffs and other domestic
essentials,

- Mr]. O. Osuntokun : After athorough
perusal of the Gorsuch Report, which is
‘difficult; I feel the urge of giving Mr

Gorsuch a really well-earned praise and .

appreciation, for the pains he must have
taken before he was able to present
such a clear and vivid piece of work
to us, unlike the last faulty, shabby and
illogical report which was recently printed
by possibly an erstwhile brilliant member of
the Regional Legal Department. I appre-
ciate this report and that does not necessarily
mean that I agree on all fours with the
findings, and in fact, there is scarcely any
report which can be regarded as perfect: for
there are always some straggling points
here and there. Already, several mem-
bers of the public and the Press also
in particular have been feeling uneasy
about the inflatory tendencies that may
accompany or have "already accompanied
the report. 'This uneasiness I sympathise
‘with, but we have got to take it as it stands
because there is no running away from the
fact that salary increases always tend to bring
by it correspondmg or some time greater
increases in the prices of commodities from
abroad. This is especially so when there
is no appreciable increase in the amount of
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. market.

-thorny business of Gorsuch.

Report

commodities that were prev1ously¢

It may be argued that i
absence of incrcases in the amou
commodities and other services the G

ment ought to be able to pay the pr.___ __
such essential commoditics.

Chief G. Akin Deko : Irise to congrdtu-
tate not only Gorsuch but also the Regional
Government for the most matter-of-fact
manner in which they have handled this
It is obvious
that Gorsuch in fact is becoming an
institution by itself in our national, political
and economic life, and depending entirely
on how we handled the grave proposals now

before this hon. House we could either make
"There is need for

or mar our future at will,

us at this stage to work ~
our nation but we shot
darken the prospects of t

there is need for us to pa;
be necessary for us to rol
are quizzes and puzzles

_these all-involving prog
with which the Goverr

grapple.

Think for instance, o
proposals for children’s
forth by Gorsuch. The:
there are some temptatic
of the difficulty of hav.
proposal so logically defi
Yet I believe the Gover
turn it down because it
would be grossly improj
unacceptable to the peoy
It would be difficult for 1
explain away the discrim
tions that are apparent in
I am certain that the m
overseas officers would

- ciate the delicate position

in this matter and agree
ment has no option in ¢
much fundamental hums
havoc if the decisions we

There are two very
which I would like to ra
consideration of the G
are matters which, in mj
are linked up with admin
and are therefore des
scrutiny. 'This matter, *
passing by one of the h
morning but I think it
elaborate a little more on
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1 Sf) Gorsucl

{MR OLUMOFIN]

I now come to the question of “free”
education, Sir. It is most annoying to
“come here and hear it said that the Govern-
ment provides free education for the children
of the Western Region when we have
already proved conclusively, with facts and
figures in the past, that there.is nothing of
the like. T am not here to repeat myself.
If the Minister should refer to previous
Hansards he would find out our pungent
and cogent points and criticisms against
this worthless scheme known as free
education scheme. This free education
scheme, Sir, is something about which I
feel ashamed, and I think the Ministers
themselves must be ashamed the more.

Several hon. Members : Shame, shame,

Mr Olumofin: The shame is for
the Government. It is a vote-catching

“tactics. It cannot work in this Region, Sir.
It has failed before, and it is going to fail
again. I can prove this, Sir. In this
Region a parent pays £22 10s to give his
child elementary education : this elementary
education runs from the anomalous primary
one to primary six, which is, in effect,
standard four. After this, the child goes to a
modern school, paying £7 10s a year for
three years or four, before he can get the
education that children normally had in the
past. And when we come here we are told,
rather shamelessly, that we are given free
education. I wonder what kind of free
education this is ! I have given statistics
to show that parents in this Region now
pay far more to educate their children than
they did before the pre-Action Group
regime with the introduction of this-use-
less, hopeless and stupid scheme. The less
we hear about the free this, free that, in this
Region, without anything being free, the
better. _

I have disproved the statement made by
the Minister of Finance, and. exposed the
fallacies it contains. I shall now proceed to
show you wkat a worker in the Eastern
Region where the NCNC is in control, will
have as against the disadvantages that I have
enumerated in the case of the daily-rated
vorker in the Western Region. In the
fastern Region every labourer, every worker,
is now a member of the established staff,
The worker in the Eastern Region is at par,
comparatively, with the highest official—
even the Governor himself who, of course,
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will not want to be a dai
even if you are prepared t
million an hour ! He w:
that is steady.

I know from cxpericence
bourers are sometimes paid
days, twenty-five days, or t
at the most. They can ne
is coming in for them at {
month. But a man who is or
establishment knows that at wne ena or tne
month he will receive so much, and would
therefore budget his domestic expenditure
accordingly. The daily-paid worker cannot
do that.” He must speculate and sometimes
build his castles in the air, and in most cases

Repart

“ he is bitterly dxsappomted when he finds

that he cannot meet his cor~—<~--+- LA

has bought certain things o
creditors are waiting to coll
If he were a man who .
salary at the end of the o
““cut his coat according to tk
From this, Sir, v
every worker in the Eastern
member of the established s
favourably secure position
under the perpetual unce
unending fear of the overse
him off at any time without
why he has done so, as th
unscrupulous overseers wh
old labourers and employ
spurious purposes. This
eliminated once. for all,
Region. I venture to say t
like this, quite naturally.

Another point, Sir, is tha
receiving a yearly earning c
receives pension—and this is
Most of us who are emplo
afraid of spoiling our chan
Why is it that most of us wl
salary earners always thin
services and-so endeavour
to be honest, to be efficic
faithful ? Every member o
always tries to be honest, faitl
because if he is not, and he |
does not only lose his job
much greater, which is hi
wants to go back at an ol
assured that a regular inc
from somewhere.

But anyone who says t
uncertain 20s a day to such
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