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Debates in the Western House of 
Assembly 

Tuesday, 14th DecembeJ.·, 1948 

Pursuant to notice the J\!Ie1nbers of the Western House 
of Assembly met in 11apo liall, Ibadan, at 9 a.m. on 
Tuesday, the 14t.h of Deemnber, 1948. 

l 

VRESJi~N'r 

u l•'lo't( :J :\ I , MJo:M III·: It::i 

Tlte Chief Commissioner, Western Provinces, 
His Honour 'r. C: Hoskyns-Abrahall, c.M.G. 

The H.esi(lent, Abeokuta Province, 
Mr .T. H. Blair, E.D. 

The Secretary, Western P1-oYillf'eR, 
MrP. V. Main. 

The Resident, Benin Province, 
Mr R. J. M. Curwen. 

'J'he Acting Resident, \Varri Provitwe, 
Mr 11. L. V . -\Vill\es. 

The Acting Resident, On(lo Provinee, 
Mr '11

• B. Bovell-.J ones. 
'l1he Acting H.esident, Oyo Province, 

Mr A. F . Abell. 
The Acting Secretary (Finance), \V estern Provinces, 

Mr W. R . Hatch . 
The Acting Resident, Ijehit Provinre, 

Mr 0. V. Lee, J<..:.u. 
'l1he Deputy Director of Medical Services, 

Dr S. L. A . Manuwa, o.n.E. 
The Deputy Director of Education, 

Mr S. Milburn. 
The Acting Deputy Director of Agriculture, 

Mr A. V. Gibberfl . 
'l1he Acting Deputy Director of Public \Vorks, 

Mr C. E. Andreae. 
T hP Senior Crown Cmmsel, 

Mr H .. A. Oo h(\ r t.v. 

UNOFFICIAL MEMliERS 

The Honourable the Oba Aderemi, C.M.G., 
The Oni of Ife. - -

The Honourable Omo N'Oba -Akenzua II, c.M.G., 
The Oba of Benin. 

The First Member for the Oyo Province, 
Chii'f I. B. AkinyrlP, o.n.E., the Osi Balogun_of Ibadun. 
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~rhe Sec:onrl :Mem bc~r for the Oyo :Provinee, 
Chief .T. IL 'l'urton , i:hl~ . HiHawe of Ilesha. 

'l'he :Member for ihe Beui 11 Provinee, 

l Vt'C. 14, 1 '.14 S 

Chief H. 0. O:·wgie, thf' Aig-hobahi of Renin. 
'l'h e. Mem her for the ,,~al'l'i .Provinr.e, 

Chit>f .Tessa Ogboru. 
'l'ltl' :Membel' for the Onclo Provinc·.e, 

Mr .T. B. Arifnlo. 
'J'he :MembPr for i:he lj<>hu Prc1YinrP, 

Chief A. 0. Okupe, th~ Alnperu of Jperu. 
'l'hl' :Mcm her for the Abeoknta Provinr.e, 

Chief A. Soeh\.11, t.lw Aro of Kemta. 
'l'he Seeoncl Nominatecl Member, 

The Honourable Akinpelu Obisc~Rnn, O.Jl.:F;. 

'l'h<> Third Nolllinated Mmnher, 
'l'hP Houourahle '1' . A. O<lutol\1 o.u.E. 

'J'hc Fourth Nominated Member, 
'l'he Honourable 0. 1. Oba.:wki. 

'I'hn Fifth Nomiuate<l Member, 
Mr E. A. S:nul:l. 

ABSEN'C 
TTNnFFlClAL :Mr:i'lnmns 

'l'hl~ Fir:'ii N ominnted Mem her, 
'l'he VmH'rable Archdeacon L. A. Lenno11, o.ll.E. 

PRAYERS 

His Honom i.he Chief Commissioner openecl the proceedings 
with prayers. 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

'l'he minutes of ihe meeting helcl on the 2Hth of Jnly, Hl..t:S, 
having- been pi·inted and c·ireulatcd to members, were taken as rearl 
ancl rmtfirmr.d. 

OATHS 

'rhe following took the Oat.ll as Members of the Honse:
:Ur A. F. Abell, 

'l'he Acting ReHidmtt, Oyo :Provinc·P. 
Dr S. L. A. Manuwa, o.n. :~;<;., 

'rhe Deputy Director of Medical Services. 
Mr A. V. Gibbercl, 

'rhe Acting Deputy Dirertor of AgrirulturP. 
:Mr n. 1~. Andreae, 

Th<~ Art.ing Deputy Dirrrtor of Public \Yorks. 
Chid A. Soetan, 

'l'he Member for illl' Alwokntn Province. 
C.hie'£ J ef>sa OglJoru, 

'l'he :M:em ber for i;he \Varri Province. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The attention of the Unofficial Members is drawn to the note 
on theii; tables concerning the election of a nominate(l U noffieial 
Member' of the Legislative Council in plar.e of the Heverencl Canon 
Dt•lmno. \\'ho, n~ mPmher:'-1 an• awart•. k1s rc•:'l ignrcl his st•rtf·, 
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PAPERS LAID 

The Secr'!tary, Western Provinces : 

3 

Your Honour, l Leg t-o lu y ou i.he t.able the following pupen;:
.H.Pport of tlte Siancling- Contmiti.Pt\ on FinnlH'P. 
\\~L•s tL~rn ltegional K-dimutes J!J--1-!J- f> O. 
:Mt•montndum ou t.!w E st. iJttntes. 
Bill for t.he N ig-eriu Oil J>nlm Protluce :Mn.rket.ing Oi·t1i

ua n ce, 184-~l. 
Hill fm· t.he Nig-c'rin. Groulllluut :Marl;:eting- Ordinance, 

HJ4!J. -
Bill for the N ig·eria CoUou Marketing Ordinance, 1949. 
J-3ill for the Employment of Ex-servicemen (Amendment) 

Onliuau<'e, nJ--t!l. 
Bill for the Lueul Lo~tus (lleg-isterecl Stock and Securities) 

(Amenclm en t) Unli n:mt' e, 1 !)49. . 
])ill for the Pulilit· HolitLtys (Ame1ulmeut) Oi·dinance, 

-1949. 
Hill for i.l1e :1Lmill:t .Pro hi bi tion Ordinance, 1D49_, 
Hill fm· t he Royal \Vt:•st. Afrienn Frontier l•'orce (Nigeria 

__.__.__ Ht·g·intent) Court.s-Mnrt.inl Validation Orclinn.nce, ]!J4!l. 
ul' l jll fur Lhe ltegicnml JJendopntellt Boartls Onlinanc~e, 1H4'!l. 

Hill fm· t'lte Diplontatic· PriYil eg·es (E::den:-;ion) (Amencl- . 
men t) 01·d i111<1t H' e, 1! 149. 

· Hill for lit(' .lllt'OII:t· 'f:t:\ (An tt' tlllm l'nl.) (Jnlin:uH~f', l!J--1-~l. 
Hi II for t.ht· \Vicln\\':'i' :tnt! Orplt:t nR' 1)cn:-;ion (l'a lestiue };x-

Ofii(·.er:-;) Onlinall<'P., l!l--1-~l. 
Bill for t h e. \Vatenvurk:-; (AnwH<lment) Ordinance, 194H. 
Hill for the P eriodiea l:-; n 11<l P11 Llir.ation Ordimnir.e. 
Developm<:'nt- :wd \\-.-el fare }!;:-;timates and Memorandum. 

'l'la• following- Onlinaw·es :tlld suh:-;iclary leg-islation applieahle 
to t.lw \\' estc• rn ltPJ.;-iou PtWdt•cl Cll' tll:tdP :-;incc the last meeting of 
tlu• Uouse:-

Orr1inanc0s Nos. ~~. :2;1, :2-l, ;2.\ :2G, '27. '2fl, :H), ;n I . a:!. 
~~;~,:H. :l;"">. :l(;, :il n11rl :HI of l!l--l-8. 

Onler:-; in C:ottllC'il Nos. '21, :2!), :H) rmd 3:2 of ] 0--1-8. 
Onlen; Nos. 1 ~' :21, :2:2, 2:1, 24, 25 and ,26 of 1948. 
Hl'g-ulation :s No:-;. :2--1-, ;2.;-,, :2(i, ~~, :W, 30, :31, 32 nnd :33 of 

UJ4tL 
Hesolution :tnd Onl(•J' N o. ~ of 1 !)48. 
ltules of Court No. -~ of Ul4H. 
Public. Notice:-; N os. 1n1. 1:20, 121, 122, 123, 12G, 127, 

129 , 1:w, 1:n. 132, 1:1;3, 1:H, 1::15, 131, 138, 139, 140, 
14:2, 14:1. 1--1---1-, 14!">, 1-l/, 1Gl, 153, 154, 162, 164, 16G, 
JGn, 111. 17'2 , 17;3, 17G. 177 , us, 178, 181 , 182, 184, 
Jr\;), JSn, 1RI. 1S8, 1S!), l~JO , H)4, 195, 197 and· 198 of 
1!)48. 

His Honour the Chief Commissioner, Western Provinces : 
ME!\nmns OF TI-m \Vr~sTBRN Hm_;sE ov As:·mMBLY. 

\Ylien I a.ddreRsecl yon at. our Hnclg-et SesRion of a year a.go . the 
Ht!W Constitutio11 vvas in its very early Rtages . We have now behind 
11 s a year of experi enre in its wnrki ng- , can appreciate its virtues and 
record constru ctive criticism based on aetua.l knowledge. No one 1 

.... 
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least of all it.:-; auilwrs , l1a.ve t~Yor suggesied i:lwt thn Com;l.itut.iou 
spelled perfed.ion; that eau only <'ome with experience of its 
working. 'l'he iime has now e·mne when we must start to clarify 
our icleas :.mel 'n) must look 1.o m emht•rs of i.hir-; House, io the Nativt~ 
Authorities, anel io ·iuformt:•cl m embers of t:he publie to SUg'g'f'Rt how 
best ean be redified such defects as experi ence has r evealed. Yon 
" ·ill n•memhor Uwi His Exe•p]]t'IH',V. in his :1clcln•ss in August last , 
am.iouneed Umt a seleet c·oBuni itl'e of Legislative Couueil would bl' 
set up after n ext Jhulgei. Session with n viPw to r evision of the 
Constitution in 1950. Time moves fast, and it is therefore 
important to gi>P earl y (~ons.id~rat.iou iu this r egion to possible 
<'hnngoes . 

lly ihe provi:-;ions of See~t.ion ;J;l of the Orcl er in Couneil, 1U4G, all 
bills , with the exception of appropriation and supplementary appro
priation bills shall, subject io certa.in provi sos, be laid. ou the table 
of the Regional Houses before introduction into Legislative Council. 
'l'h ese provisions have come into operation since August of this year; 
previous to that. elate ad ion -..vas at His Excell en cy's discretion . 

At our last m eeting I cliseussed with you the cl es i1 j lity of 
informal departmental su b-rommi t. h~es of this House allCl . -·1w1 
in general tenus what might be their uHeful fune.tions. 'l'he._ 
eommittees have uo'v been set UIJ. H i..,; hJo early as yet to repon 
to you pn their working, hut I hope -that Home of the m embers m ay 
fiurl pl:1e.e for r eferenee to them in their addresses to this House. I 
look on t his clevelopment as of the greate:.;t .importance and. trust 
that n 11 COlH'ernecl will work togethei~ to emmre its encluring suceess . 

Provineinl Committees of NatiYe Aut.hority llepreseuta.tiveH 
ilw shod ht.l e of -.,yhirlL might he-~ simply Pmvinc·ial Commith•es, an· 
Jmn·j ng of g r eat Ya ltw in :.;ome pro vi u e·t~s :mel 1 I oo k for s uggesti oas 
as to how they may be strengt.h en ed nncl improvccl. In other area s 
ther e n:re praet.iral clifficult.ies still to he overeome, hut I do not 
beli eve that. these are insoluble. 

D en•lopllll'llt of lol'nl govc'l'llllll'llt t.l1rough X:dive Authnrit.ies is 
discussed in some detail i11 the printe<l adelreHs, antl I wil1 do no 
morr h ere than remincl mPmbers nne·e more of the prin('.iples on 
wh irh our pol icy is based:-·-

( 1) A \Yielrr n•prPsent..liion oll Nniin· Auil)()ril.\ · Cmtnc·.ils :1nel 
Committees. 

(:2) (h·Pa ter n-'sponsihil i ti es . 
en Jnl]H'OYeel efficienf'y of the exenil . in~. 
(+) F( •dPraJiou of snwllt~ l' Kahve AuthorihPs into Ln·g e~r :m<l 

stronger units. 
(:) ) Politicn.l e ducation of ihe p eopl e, p~rticularly iu .th e -1~ 

backwn.nl and rural areas , and tlus of course I S closely 
related to my first point-wider r epreHentation. ' 

:Members will share with m e a g rent interest in the work of t.he 
Sr.lrct. Committee of thP Eastern Hous!' of Assembly sr t up ic enquire 
into lof' :-tl g overnment in that r egwn a1Hl to make rerommendations 

I 

I 
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Alt.lwugh . eondit.iun~ 1n t ltc Ea:-;tl'l'u J'rovincm; differ widely 111 

certain respeets frolll those whieh obtain generally in this reg·ion, 
there are of coun;e many point.s of similarity,. espeeiully in the areas 
a<ljacent to the Niger. I feel sure that we shall find much of value 
to us in the report, antl that members of the House will ca refully 
study it in due course, and from that study will come suggestions 
applicable to this region or to parts of it. I do not, however, think 
it desirable to recommend that an entirely similar committee be 
set up in thit:> area. I believe that we a.re working along the right 
lines aiHl that if we keep constantly in mind the five points I have 
just now mentioned, and insist on pursuing the policy which they 
represent, there will be no eall for radieal change. rrhe path of 
progress is surely best built on existing· foundations where thm;e 
founcbtions are sound. I believe-and have sai<l so before-that 
in the \Vestern Hegion we are in fact building on solid foundations 
and that in spite of the war very real strides have been made in the 
last ten years. At the same time I am fully aware that there is 
much .room for improvement aucl no room at all for eomplaceney. 
\Ve must not. build too slowly or we shall be leH behind; nor too 
fast. or our structure will prove jl'rry-built and down it will falL 

I t·onsider that the time hu.~ now eo me for ad.vaneed Nigerian 
OJ>inion to be mme dm;ely a:-;sot~iatecl with the formulation of polit·y 
on loen l governme·nt. li'or this purpose I intend to set up an 
informal standing committee to con:-;ider and recommend proposals 
of general policy for the good <·on<luct and advamcement of ·local 
government iu the \Vestern Provinces. rrhe committee may 
pt~ rhaps eonsist of four memhers of t.hi:,; House, elected by the un
official members, and I have it in mind to nominate two additional 
members from outside this House to give adequate representation 
to modern thought. The chairman might be appointed ,by 
the committee itself from the elected members. Opportunity will 
be given for members to dist~uss the proposal during the course of 
this meeti1ng. I£ the committee is the success I hope and expect 
it to be, it will enable loeal government policy to he kept constantly 
nuder review in the light of public opinion·. 

J feel it my cluty to make some reference to the affairs of Egbalaud. 
rl'he eveuh; whieh led to the Alake's decision to leave Aqeokuta <Lre 
well known and I rln not. propose to refer to them here, nor to what 
has happenerl sinee hiR rlepartme. 'l'here a1·e num}: distinguished 
sons of Egbaland :-;erving- their eountry in different parts of Nigeria 
many of them in positions of great t.ru:-;t and responsibility. · OnP 
<·.annoi- but feel that. hacl these men taken a closer and more active 
interest in the :dhirs of their home-lancl, they might. have saved 
the situation. Be that as it. may, I sincer<-~ly hope that all Egbas 
will in future work together i.o n~-~~stablish their a.neient city ,.;o 
that it may have rea.sou to pricle itself on its united a.ncl prog-ressivt' 
arlminiRt.ra.t.ion. H ltns hP<•n sugg-Pst.t~d hy several fn<diouR that. 
C:.l-overnm<··nt should b:rve iHt.t_n·v«>nN1 morr• vig·orously or . morP 
l'ltth]e~R}y ilTI l}tP <HIP Ri!li' 01' Oil l)ll~ ntlt(•l· : t)wj. :1 R!I'OIIg' pi'OllOIIIlCC-
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ment shonld have been made. I clo not agree. People, and their 
leader~, must to an iucreasi11g extent work out their own salvation 
:mcl be 'masters of their fate; it is for thmn to clc~<·ic1e tlw form of 
govenui1eut which suit~ them, otherwise how .ean they hope ever to 
aehieve a sati~:lfactory form of sel£-governme.ni.. For Government 
to force nn issue of thiH kind would be a grave mi~:~tn.ke and a 
mockery of our clear staterl poli<"y. LPt 11~ hop<• thn.t the troubles 
through whieh Egbalancl is passing ltave hwght her lllany v:lluable 
lessons and that from them she will reap full benefit. 

At the last meeting of Legislative Comll' i l a goocl deal of 
criticism was levelled at Nn.tive Courts in genend-alH1 a. promise 
wa.s mnoe hy GoV81'll11Hmt·. to instit.utn <:mqu i ry into the wltoh~ ~.vHtPlll 
ot' the working ot' t.IIe:-·H' Cottrf.~. Nat.ivu Aut.lwri!.i<~s and IIIUIIIOel'H 

of the House hnve already been asked to giv<~ this matter <"areful 
eonsideration, :--;o ns to be in a position to offer sound and constructive 
aclvi<"e when the t.ime comes. I myself duri11g the last few months 
have attenc1ecl, purely rHl an observer, quit·e <I number of Courts, 
both of first im;tance and of appeal, a]l(1 :--;hall therefore be 
par~icularly ii1terested to know whether (']'iiicism, favourable or 
unfavourable, coincides with my own Yi<~W. 'fo my. m.· · J +he 
e:--;sent.inl question, whieh applies to the Court~ as much 
administration, is simply this-are the 1wople geuemlly sat.is:th .. ,n 
with the justice meted out to them? 

Memhers will remember the statemeui, wiiic·l, [ ma<1e at our Ltst 
mc>et"iug in · n•garc1 to the setting np of ll <:'\\. l>rucluce Marketing 
Hoard s . That was followecl bv a more dd<tile<1 st<~tement issued by 
Governme11t on the future Mn{:keting of Nig-erian Oilt>, Oil:--;eeds :111~1 
Cotton. It wns laid on the table of Legisbtive Couneil in August, 
was accepted in principle and has been wiclely distributed since as 
Ses~:~ional Paper No. 18. A year ago I spoke :1bout the world short
age of vegetable oils ancl the importance of increasecl production. 
That shortage is reflected in the high prices these commodities 
command in the world market. But the:-;e high priees them selves 
invite competition, which in time is likely to hecome acute, · and in 
anticipation of which we must arm ourselves . Our weapons are 
increased procluction and improved metlwclH of procluction; the 
money is there and the Boards will give u:--; the organisation. \Y e 
must be up ancl cloing. A word of warning i:--; ho·wever necessary. 
I appenl through :Mr~m hers of tlw H 011se to htl'lll<'l'~ not to :1 llow high 
pri<·<~ :--; of e;.;.port prochwe i:o bliliCl t.hem i.o t h<• llt~ < ~ <1 ol' rai~ing <Tops 
for hmr1e consumption a.uo of improving iheir methods of doing Ro. 
In some agricultural areas I have noticed a dangerous tendeney to 
depend more and more on foodstuffs imported from a clistallce at u 
high prif'e. Su<"h places as I have · i11 minrl :--;lwulrl insi:-;t on 
pror1u('.ing at lPn:-;t. sufficient for their own <·on:-;umption. 

In a p:u·t of the eoeoa growing area. where swollen choot <1iseun<~ 
h:tH mach~ its sinister n.ppe:nanc.e, t.herf' 11ns hPPn-as ynu arP \VP.ll 
:nnue-sPrious opposilion lo c·ut:ting: c.ut l.h e: rliRen r.; ccl trees. I 
lwli PYP nnrl trust ihnt w1se COUIIS Ph :ue no\\· prevnilin~· nnrl ihn~ il 

l 
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i~> now uuiversaily aceepteu that there 1s no known eure for the 
di:-;l!ase awl that eutting out iH the only post>ible safeguaru against 

. ruin and devastation. Delay is disastrous as those who have visited 
the Gold Coast know full well, for they have a tragic tale :to tell. 
\Ve all of us sympathise deeply with those who are losing their trees 
when prices are at their higheRt. I fe1t the same when I saw in 
England a. large field of potatoeR dug up and the whole crop burnt 
owing to the clii;covery in it of the Colorado beetle: so too must one 
feel when a herd of eattle is attaekecl by rinderpest and all have to b~ 
destroyed. Pestilence of this kind oe.curs, and I fear 'will continue 
to occur; it is the manifest duty of Government and the people to do 
all in their power to confine it and stop it hom spreading. 

Memberl'l will remember that. section 35F of the Native Authority 
(Amendment) Ordinance, H)48, was inserted n.t the instance of this 
House. Under this section the Governor may authorise any Native 
Authority to manage its own finances. As a first step towards · the 
grant of financial autonomy, authority has now been sought for a 
large number of Native Authorities to make limited departures from 
their e::;timatcs without rcfNence to higher authority. T.he 
respon"i bility with wh i<~h N:d iw A 1tl.hnri t.ieR use the:·Hl powers will 
IH! a guide as lo !.heir 1itue.'ls t.o slwuldl!l' l'urlher reslwll:;ibiliLies ut 
the 1uture. 

'rhe Chieftaincy DiJJUtes (l)reelusion of Courts) Ordinance wal-l 
]msse<l at the last meeting of LPgislat ive Council and came into 
effect ou 6th of September. It is hoped that the machinery for deal
ing with these <.lispute:-; will soon eome into being. It must be 
Hpeecly, efficient. and acceptable to the people and, tlwrefore, 
requires the most careful consideration not only by the Native 
Authorities t.hemsPlves ·and Members of this House, but also by 
many others who haYe the public interest at heart and are in touch 
·with the people. As you are aware responsible opinion in every 
provi:nce is being fully consulted. · 

Some of our JlH~mbt)l'S lwvc recently returned from Knglan<1, 
where they have a.Ueli<lecl the Afrieau Conference in London, · all<l 
have enjoyeclma.ny :.Ill inte1·esting experience which will be of great 
value to them now that they are back again. The people of England 
too, I a.m sure, will have benefitted by those personal contacts which 
help so much t.owan1R mutual understanding and goodwill. 

The Budget Session of Legi:;.;la.tive Coun<•.il was held last Mun·h 
a.t Kaduna, it will be held next :March at Ibada.n anu the following 
year at }~nugu. 'l'he n):tsons for this l1avc been explaine<l and are 
well known to you. Heu.:;.;ons somewhat. similar tempt me to the 
eonclusion that there slwul<l ou oc·.nasion be a · ehange of meeting 
place and I have under serious <:onsi<lera.tion the pos:-:~ibility of hold
ing mw of our nwet.ings, p<'rh:q>R t'Vl'll tlw n<~xt OllP, a.t. Benin. I 
want to m:1k0 it :-~bund:mtly rlc>:n· In t·wrybocly th:d in lhP "\Vf'st.ern 
Provinres thpJ·c• if' r1n S1H'.h thing n:-:; a mo::1l: favoH!'l'cllmnt or prnvincf' 
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or tribe. There is not and, in :-;o far as one t.;au <.;oimnit posterity, 
there never will be. A meeting of the House at Benin should help 
to ditipel uuy idea of negled t11H1 ::>bould do mueh to reiuforee the 
solidarit.y ol' the \Ve::>tern ltegion without whi<'h it i:-; in tla.uger of 
being injured by Jisintegrating infiuences. 

\",\T e deeply regret the untimely death of Chief Mukoro M:owoe 
who worked tirelessly for the benefit of the people of \Varri 
lJrovince. He set a fine example of service to us all. Canon 
Delumo has resigneJ and you will wish me to record here our 
appreciation of his hard work anJ clevotio~1 to duty both iu this 
House and in Legi:;lative Couneil. And finally, we heartily 
welcome here our two newly appointed members Chief J essa Ogboru 
a1nd Chief Adegunle ~oet.an, one a previous member of IJegi::dative 
Council and the other our fir::;t unofficial lll ember from the letlrned 
profession. 

] now tum to t.lw Budget .. 'l' lw draft. \\'t!:-;L('I'll Jtegional Budgd 
sent out to :Members is based on tm assumed allo<·:vt.ion of £1,920,440. 
It provided expenditure of .£1,853,034 and a ::;urplus of c - - {06. 
rrhe revised allocation made last week provides for eertain illt.. 
in expenditure and there will be laid before you today an amP'" •n 
statement, r-;howing t.he revenue alloeaiion a:-; £1,938,200 -. IH_,._ 

- \-

expenditure amounting to £1,880,881, whi< ~ h leaves a surplus of 
£54,319. ·rrhis figure for the surplus is noi the eustomary 5 per cent 
of expenditure, but 2.8 per cent due to the bet that the revised 
revenue allocation does not permit of any larger ~urplus. 

ltegnrding Nigeria as a whole then• is a seriou~ inerease in 
recurrent expe~diture without unfortunate]y <·ompen::;ating increases 

· in revenue. Means must be fouml in <1 ue eour::;e to balance the 
Nigerian Budget, but the tlifficulties of seeing the shape of next 
ye:n' s finanee::; is intensified because of the need to consider the 
m'att.er in time for the Hegional Budget. Sessions. Information 
received, si\llCe the Printed AddreRs went io press indicates that 
the yield from Customs duties in the curreui, year has so far been 
disappointing. 

The ordinary foi·ms of fiscal legislation a.re changeable by 
resolution of Legislative Couueil in order Uwt any necessary actiou 
may ht~ taken :-;peeuily wht-~ n the revenue pil'i;ui'l! il:l eompleted at tht~ 
end of the fin:mc.ial yenr. For < ~onveni<·tu:e it. is cleRirable that the 
method of regulating the I'< I te of Companies' I neome Tax should be 
similar to t.hn.t of other forms of taxation. Ai present. any change 
must be effected by Ordinance . So au :lllwnrlment of · the Hill to 
aHwnd the 1-IWOJile Tax Ordiuam·t· wiiJ ]>,. propo:-;t-~ d at thir-; meeting 
to effect this change. 

1'11<' onl~· sig-llifl<'.:llti. in•·rt•:tiin:-; in l'f'A'i(ln:tl <'X jH'Jlllit.m·•· fm next 
yr.nr nef'ur U11flt' '.' 'l':<lu<'ntion, P(lli<·t~, Mt·dit· rtl and Public \YorkA 
Department headH. l n<'P<l not go into 1'11rllwr d<:l:1il IIO'i\'. 

-

• 
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'l'hi::; il) perhapl) tlu~ last l.inw that. \n~ shall tres1msR on the 
generosity of t.he Olubadan aml Uoum:il and hon·m\· :Mapo Hall for 
our Al)sembly meeting. .I take thi::; opportunity of offering the 
::;ineere thanks of this House to the Iba,dan Native Authority for all 
the willi11g a.ssistanee they have rendered us in the past. 

vV e have before u::; a ('e1·emony which is also an historic occasion. 
His Excellency the Governor has Yery kindly consented to lay the 
foundation stone for the \V e::;tern l'ruvin(:es House of Assembly. 
UlHler the able <1irediun of our.Arehitect and Engineers it is spring~ 
ing up with eummenda.ble spee<1 :11ul we lw}Je that it will be re~tdy 
t.o hou::;e Legislative Couueil when it holds the Budget Se::;sion here 
in March next. 

I do not think that we lw ve any rea::;on to <leery our efforts for the 
progres::; of the \V estern l'roviuees sinee we first sat-. -a new~born 
Assembly-in Mupo Hall some two years ago. \Ve have grown in 
knowledge and wisdom and ean now fairly claim t.he right to a 
clwelling of our own. 

l\lay the eeremony ol today, earried out by Hio :Exeelleuey in 
person, fire this House . with an enthusiustie determination to work 
ever fur the eradieation of evil thing::; and the triumph of goocl 
o·overnment and l)rooTess t.Juouo·hout Nio·eria; as a whole and the b 0 . 0 0 

\V estern ProYin('es in parti<:ular. 

His Honour: 
I 

Before adjounting till tomunow mor11iug, I would like to k11ow 
whether it is t.he wish of the House that we should meet at 9 o'clock 
a::; we have met t-.his morning, or at 10 o'dock. We have, of course 
at this meeti11g, a gTea t den1 of work to get throug-h and a great deal 
of work for the Committee of the U uofii.('ial Members, and perhaps 
it would be better 011 the whole if we met at !) o' elock, but it may 
possibly be i11convenient. for some Mem hers so I should like to have 
your vit~WR on the mat.t.er. 

The Honourable the Oba Aderemi, c.M.G., the Oni of Ife: 
I beg- to move that the Hm.t::>e meets at. D u' cloek m nccordanee 

with tlw wi:--;heR of HiA Honour. 

His Honour: 
Jf t.hat iR tltt' wii-dl nt tltt> Honst-~, then we will meet tomorrow at 

~) o't ~ loek an(l the Hous(• will uow adjourn until that time. 

/!oust' 1/1/jotu·//t 'd of fJ .. j.j lui/Irs 1111frif fJ 11.111. 011 ·ll : !:dlll'Srlrt:t/, tftt' 
]:}tit. of December, DNS. 
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APPENDIX TO FIRST DAY'S PROCEEDINGS 
ADDRESS BY His HoNOUR THE CHIEF CoMMISSIONER, 

WESTERN PROVINCES 

GENTLEMEN, 

A year has, passed since I laid before you my last budget address, 
a year fraught with events of grave moment both to Nigeria and to the 
whole world. In the last century Africa was the dark continent. In 
the fit;..<;t half of this century Africa has been in twilight. She is now 
emerging into the full sunlight of world attention. Of special signi
ficance this· year has been the Conference of Legislative Council 
members! in London, which some members of this House were pri
vileged to attend. The economic importance of. Nigeria to the world 
has been emphasised by two missions, one on rice and the second on 
livestock. From the. reports of these missions together with that of 
the oilseeds mission of last year we may look forward to plans for big 
developments. To Nigerians the opening of Ibadan University. · 
College must have a special significance. For from it in due course 
will come many of the trained administrators, professional and industr 
experts and research workers, who will take a large share in the mana:-'" ·1n 
ment of this -country in the future. . n 

· We have been honoured this year by visits from the Secretary of 
State Mr Creech Jones and from the Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
Mr Rees-Williams and we have welcomed the arrival of our new 
Governor Sir John Macpherson and of our new Chief Secretary lVIr 
Foot. I now turn to events in the Western Provinces. 

Finance 
This Budget Address is the first in which useful comparisons 

can be made between past performance and future prospects. Members 
will recall that the financial section of my last address was of necessity 
confined to looking ahead, for the simple reason that as a Region we 

··had no financial past at which to look back. Now with eight months 
of a financial year behind us I propose to review the present situation. · 

· We started the year with a total allocation of £1,796,630, which 
included Colonial Development and Welfare funds, and our estimated 
expenditure amounted to £1,729,618. We, therefore, had a surplus 
estimated at approximately £67,000 to cover supplementary and 
unforeseen expenditure for the current year. Inroads have been 
made upon that surplus, but savings have also been made, ' with the · _ ~,., 

· result that this Region now has a surplus in the order of £25,00~ ' 
which is adequate for the remainder of the financial year. 

Regional reyenue is coming in according to expectations, and \VC 

have rt~ason t.o b(']ieve that the general position in rer~:1rd to current 
Nigerian revenue is s;tt:isfactory. It is still \'Cry <:arly in the year to 
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forecast prospects for next year and Government has experienced the 
same difficulties in assessing the probabilities of the future as at this 
time last year. Members are well aware that it is no easy task. 

The assumed allocation for this Region for 1949-50 is £1,920,440-
an increase of approximately £590,000 over that of the current year. 
The memorandum on the Draft estimates prepared by the Acting 
Secretary (Finance) explains this increase in full detail. 

The estimates of expenditure provide for a total of £1,853,000 
(not including Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes). This 
somewhat spectacular increase over the current year is mainly accounted 
for by the decision to regionalise Education Grants-in-aid, which 
involve a sum of approximately £563,000. Other large inci·eases 
occur •1nder Public Works and Medical Heads of Expenditure, but · 

these ·are offset by a decrease under Agriculture. This decrease does 
not mean a reduction in expenditure but a transfer to Nigerian Estimates 
of responsibility for the Produce Inspection branch of the Agricultural 
Department to be included under a new Department of lVIarketing and 
Export. 

· It would not be a complete picture of the public expenditure of 
this Region if I did not also refer to that of the non-regionalised depart
ments; of the Native Treasuries and Townships, of the Ten Year 
Development Plan, and of the Nigeria Cocoa Marketing Board. This 
House is concerned at present only with the last of these four items. 

Members will readily appreciate that if the Regions directly 
absorb about £8,000,000 of the available £22,000,000, they also 
benefit from the remaining £14,000,000 in varying degrees, but the 
complexity of the· situation makes . it impossible to go . into greater 
detail of the non-regional expenditure, which is controlled by the 
Legislative Council. 

The Native Treasuries ~nd Townships, that is the local gov,_'rn
mcnt of the Region, arc responsible for expenditure in the order of 
£1,250,000, of which approximately £50,000 is expected to be Grants
in-aid approved by this House, leaving a net total of £1,200,000. 
The Native Authorities, as a whole, expect to close the current financial 
year with a surplus of £545,000, or 60 per cent of the ordinary annual 
revenue. But there are certain Native Atithorities which I regret to 
say are not in this happy position. They will either have to increase 
thcir .. flat rate of direct taxation or improve their assessment of income 
tax, or do both these things, and also find other sources of revenue, 
if they are to continue· to maintain existing services. I wish to lay 
emphasis on this need for extending the collection of income taxl, more 
particularly in the cocoa areas. \Vhile dealing with the subject of 

'· 

'> 

• 
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taxation I would add that the decision to abolish flat rate tax for women 
in two provinces has, with one regrettable exception, been , reached 
with admirable restraint and sense of responsibility. The' loss of 
revenue has in part been made good by an increase in the flat rate tax 

.for men. , 
The estimatea under the Ten Year Development Plan have no.t 

yet reached a sufficiently advanced stage to enable ~e to give you 
details of the expenditure which will be incurred in the Region in 
1949-50. Owirig to the accounting difficulties involved, the practice 
of putting before this Hovse a statement of the Regivn's Development 
and Welfare expenditure has had to be abandoned, but the Develop
ment Estimates, when they are presented to the Legislative Council, 
will show separately the amounts to be spent in each Region. 

Finally there are substantial sums provided· by the Nigeria Cocoa 
Marketing Board for the benefit of th~ cocoa industry and those 
engaged in it. Members will have the opportunity of scrutinising 
and approving the estimates of expenditure to be undertaken b. · the 
Agriculture Department in this Region, which is reimbursable b) 
Board. Over a period of five years it is expected to reach a tottt 
not less than £540,000. .n 

There is a steady increase in recurrent commitments of expendi
ture, \:vhich inevitably require similar increases of revenue. The 
House is aware that the rai~ing of revetllte i~ a f'tll ~ cliotl of the Niger ian 
Government. Members will understand that the allocation of revenue 
which cover~ the expenditure estimates to be considered at this meeting 
depend to some extent on approval in Legislative Council of measures 
for raising the necessary revenue. . 

Abeokuta Province 

Egba Division.--The Egba Division has had a troublous year. 
In the latter part of 194 7 there were disturbances arising in part out of 

. a demand qy the women to be relieved of the payment of flat-rate tax. 
This movement gathered strength and culminated in a demand for the 
Alake's abdication ; popular feeling rose so high that in July the Alake 
left the Egba Division in order to prevent blood-shed and to allow 
tempers to cool. 

The Egba Central Council was appointed to be the interim :Native 
Authority until such time as the Egbas had decided on the even.tual 
form of their administration. Party politics have hampered the 
council in the res.ponsihlc conduct of its affairs and its decisions hav~ 
resulted in financial rmbarrassment. Tt has not yet turned it~ attention 
to considering the future form which the Egba administration shall take. 

~· 
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In tht: Otta District of Egba Divisi01i, the administration has been 
carried on by a Board of Management in the absence of an Olotta. 
The dispute as to the appointment o(an Olotta has not yet hcen settled. 

!lara Division.-In Ilaro Division there are better things to report. 
The Native Authorities have decided to form one federation . of . the . 
whole Division vvith one superior Native Authority Council. Each of 
the six existing Native Authority Councils will retain its po'vvcrs ns a 
Native Authority subordinate to the new Egbaclo Native Authority. 

Meanwhile the Native Authorities in llaro Division have set up a 
number of small committees to which they have delegated power to 
carry outmuch of the executive work of the administration formerly 
done on their behalf by the District Officer. These committees have 
shouldered their new responsibilities creditably, and · have made a good 
start. · 

Benin Province 

Benin Division.- 'The Benin Division has had a somewhat unsettled 
year. In 1947 it was becoming increasingly evident that considerable 
reorganisation was necessary both of the constitution of the Native 
Authority and of the machinery of Administration .. After long 
discussion a general agreement was reached in October on proposals 
which I believe to represent a considerable step towards democratic 
local government and to provide every opportunity for men of ability 
and integrity to come to the forefront in the conduct of public affairs. 
The Oba himself is to be congratulated on his wise decision to agree 
that the Native Authority for Benin should in future be the Oba and 
Council. It remains for the Bini people to support the Native 
Authority wholehear~edly, and for the members of the new council 
to prove themselves worthy of election to it. 

The finances of the Dcnin Native Auministration remain stable, 
in spite of large increases in the annual wage bill. This is in no small 
part due to sound forestry management, for Which the Forestry 
Department must be very much thanked. It is satisfactory, too; that 
increased attention has been given to the provision of public services 
outside Benin City and that a large programme of works, notably the 
extension of school buildings, is well in hand. -

Asaba Division.- In the Asaba Division, plans have been approved 
for the establishment of a federal court of appeal for the . Eastern 
Aniocha clans, based on Asaqa. I hope that this will prove to be the 
nucleus of a larger political federation comprising all the clans in the 
Ogwashi-Uku district, Steps arc being taken to 1m prove the 
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representative character of the Native Authorities by increasing the 
number of non-titled persons on the councils, but progress is .inevitably 
hampered by ,lack of administrative staff. In the Agbor district, the 
Ika Federal Native Authority no\v consists of representatives of all the 
lk:.1 clans; although :1t present· rather an unwil'ldy body, it is beginning 
to overcome initial handicaps, and its management of the new federal 
court is giving cause for satisfaction. A new dispensary has been 
built at Ewuru by the ijsukwa Native Administration ; and two more 
dispensaries are in course of construction, at . Okpanam and U gbodu. 
The Native Authorities are responding well to the popular demand for 
maternity services. An ante-natal clinic is shortly to be inaugurated 
at Onicha-Olona, and six young women are at present being trained as 
midwives for service in other parts of the Division. I am particularly 
pleased to learn that at Asaba, Agbor and Ogwashi-Uku the Native 
Authorities ar,e alive to the urgent need for proper town planning. 

!shan Division.-Sudden expansion of the export timber trade has 
brought into prominence the need for drastic overhaul of the Native 
Authority organization in the Ishan Division. In several areas, L . r-e 
has been a sharp difference of opinion between the older chiefs and 1 

literate ~ections of the people, at home and abroad. With the propose:l 
increase in the share of forestry fees payable to the Native Treasuries, 
it is clearly of benefit to the Ishan people as a whole that the best 
economic use should be made of their forests during the present 
timber boom. This is not, however, the occasion for discussion of this 
particular problem. What I wish to emphasize now is that the Ishan 
Councils, as they exist today, must understand that the pace of progress 
in Nigeria demands that they must move with it, unless they wish to 
find themselves no longer representative of the people. I believe that 
among the ·senior chiefs there is a genuine desire for progress and 
development, and that they are already taking steps to ensure that the 
councils are more broadly based. It is satisfactory that an Advisory 
Council for the whole Division is being formed, which promises \veil . 
for ultimate federation. 

Kukuruku Division.- The general progressive spirit noted last year 
in the Kukuruku Division is even more evident today. The Native 
Authorities take the keenest interest not only in ambitious schemes for 
the development of schools, dispensaries and communications but in the 
more humdrum details of routine administration. Representatives of 
the younger educated community begin to take their place ()n the 
councils. In addition to a finance committee and a discipline 
committee, each Native Administration now has an education committee, 
with a proportion of members drawn from outside the councils. An 
ilCti\'e Divisional DeYelopment Committee and a provisional Advisory 
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Council for the whole Division give promise of eventual fusion of the 
federations which have been successfully formed during recent years. 
I hear good accounts of the stridcg being made in adult education at 
gome centreg. 

The Kukuruku Division is fortunate in seeing pi·ogrcss in works 
undertaken within the frame\·Vork of the Development Plan. At 
Auchi, training is in full swing at a Government Textile Centre which 
is to serve the whole of Benin Province and the southern part of Kabba 
Province, and good progre-.:;s ha:> been made with the building of the 
Rural Health Centre. A new Post Office has been completed. Else
where in the province, save at the Oil Palm Research Station and the 
Ossiomo Leper Settlement, little progress can be reported \lnder the 
Development Plan, though there is an early prospect of work being 
begun on sorely needed rural water supply schemes. 

ljeo'll Province 

The outstanding political event of the year was the grant of 
Subordinate Native Authority status to Ijebu Igbo in September. 
This wise and generous move by the Awujale will, I am sure, strengthen 
t:he bonds between Ijebu Igbo and Ijebu-Ode. The Orimolusi and 
'his Council will recognise the fact that the increased powers now 
granted to them must involve an increased sense of responsibility. They 
will also recognise the necessity for Ijebu Igbo to work not only in 
their own interests but also in the wider interests of the Ijebu Native 
Administration of which the Subordinate Native Authority remains a 
part, though an important part. 

Continued progress has been made by the Awujale's Advisory 
Council and the Ijebu Remo Council and their various sub-committees. 
Both here and in the districts literate men play an increasingly prominent 
part in the deliberations of councils, both as Chiefs and as Councillors. 
The courts have done a great deal of work, most of it extremely well. 
An increased scale of fees was brought into operation in all courts with · 
effect from the 1st of May. · 

I \\'Ot!ld make particular mention of Ago I woye which has now 
adopted a local rating scheme, the first of its kind . in the ;Western 
Provinces. From the proceeds of this new rate local improvements 
such as new markets stalls and town roads will be constructed. The 
people of Ago are to be congratulated on this material expression of their 

. desire 'for pi-ogress. 

Although it has not proved possible, owing to the staff position, to 
keep an Administrative Officer stationed in the vVaterside Area of the 
province during the year, several visits to the area by Administrative 
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Officers find Departmental Officers were made. A house has now been 
prepared at Oni for an Assistant District Officer and it is hoped to post 
an officer there early in 1949. Educational facilities have improved and 
besides the Mission_ Schools, there are now three Native Authority 
Schools and three schools financed and (nanaged by local Town Councils. 
The .Native Administration assists these Town Council Schools 
fin an ciall y. 

Work has been commenced · on the erection of a bridge over the 
Oshun River, on the main East to West Lagos-Ijebu-Ode-Benin road 
and in the . meantime a co-ordinated feeder road scheme is being 
prepared. The main object of this scheme will be to link up areas and 
towns to the North and South with the Benin road. 

A new launch for touring the waterside is being built in the United 
Kingdom ; it is expected that it will be in use by about the middle of 
1949. 

The report of the committee appointed by the Ijebu Remo Native 
Authority to enquire into the conduct of the Odemo of Ishara, to which 
I referred in my last budget address, was examined by Governm, , 't __ 
earli in the year. After full consideration of the report the Odemo wa._ 
removed from membership of the Native Authority, from the Ishani . ~- . 
Town Council and from the Native Courts of which he was a membei'. 

Towards the end of the year the two Native Authorities in the 
province decided to abolish the payment of flat-rate tax by women. 
The matter had been the object of some agitation and the decision has 
involved a considerable increase in the flat rate tax for men, which it 
has been agreed they should shoulder. The Native Authorities 
concerned have shown wisdom and foresight. 

Development of Native Administration Services has continued. 
This 'is especially true of medical services. Two new dispensaries and 
tv,.io maternity . centres were opened during the year, while five dis
pensaries and five maternity centres are under construction. Most of 
these dispensaries and maternity centres have shown an increase in the 
number of patients attending, so much so that it has been found 
necessary to post second midwives to two of the centres. 

_ Work has now started on the hospital at Shagamu and a preliminary 
survey has been made of the site of the new hospital at Iwopin. 

Ondo Province 

The establishment during the past year of a Provincial Conference 
has been an experiment that shows every sign of being a marked success. 
Membership pf the conference is composed of the accredited representa-
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tives of all the Native Authorities in the province. Meetings are held 
a short time before each session ofthe-.f-Iouse of Assembly and afford the 
Provincial Member an opportunity of discussing and obtaining the 
views of the Conference on all pe.nding legislation and on other matters 
of general or local importance that may require ventilation in a wider 
sphere. Apart from discussions with the Provincial Member the confe
rence deals with a variety of subjects of common interest to the Native 
Authorities and records its recommendations which are subsequently 
passed to the Native Authorities for suitable action. 

Ekiti Division.- For the Ekiti Divisio.r.\ the .::year has been, in the 
main, one of consolidation. The Ekiti Federal Council and its advisory 
committees have settled down well to the tasks of local administration 
entrusted to them. The enthusiasm· with which they have accepted 
additional responsibilities is a happy augury for the future. It is, 
unfortunately, necessary to record the activities of a number of minute 
'splinter-groups' which have not only refused co-operation but have 
actively hindered progress by their factious cries for independence. 
This much-sought independence is nothing but a mirage that can lead 
them nowhere. · 

# 

· Ondo Division.--The On do Division has had a disappointing year. 
Dissensions among the chiefs at Ondo has retarded progress to a marked 

~ "' extent and has stultified all efforts to constitute a Town Council with 

... . . . 

strong popular representation. There are some signs, not before time, 
of a change of heart. With its greater wealth, derived mainly from 
cocoa and timber, 0'.'ldo is in a happy position materially, but has been 
far from setting tl-.e example in progress and enlightenment that it 
should do to its kss fortunate neighbours . 

Akure has also had its trials and difficulties. Two towns which 
have been closely associated with it from the time of the first British 
connection, and possibly long before, have been tempted by the same 
vision of independence which has been apparent also in parts of the 
Ekiti Division. Every effort of the Administration has been con
centrated on showing that in modern conditions there is no hope 
of real advance for a community unless it is a strong, well-knit group, 
fused by a true spirit of co-operation. 

Idanre has ·been · too pre- occupied with the possible repercussions 
o~ its struggle with Akure for land to devote more than cursory attention 

· te ~evelopment, political, social or economic. 

Owo Division.-In the Owo Division the Akoko District has taken . . 

a !i>ig. st~p forward in agreeing to a federation of its component village 
groups to form a single Native Authority. I attended the inaugural 

3 
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Session of the Federal Council myself on October the 12th. At 
present Oka still stands aloof from the federation but the door has been 
left open should it decide to join the others. There are signs that it ·will 
do so. 

There are also signs of federation between the Ifon and Sobe 
Village Groups though they hasten slowly. 

Ol?itipupa Division.--For geographical reasons it is more than 
ordinarily diffic~lt to oring development, in the fullest sense of the word, 
to the Okitipupa Division. Its tortuous network of waterways and 
sw~1mps arc ;1 gr;1vc hindrance to commtinications. Energetic steps arc, 
however, being taken to alleviate the rigours of nature. Town lay-outs 
arc being planned and executed ; roa·ds and bridges are being con
structed; edu<iftional facilities are being extended and attempts are 
being made to widen the sphere of dispensary services. A further step 
in the right direction has been the recent decision to federate all Native 
Authorities in the Division for a trial period of three years. 

The 1947-48 cocoa crop ,.vas disappointing in the Ondo Province. 
With the announcement of the season's price the farmers had lia:d every 
reason for satisfaction but the weather proved fickle e:ulJ (.trc- ~~rop \ vyas.:, ~ _" 
well under 50 per cent of the average of the last few years. The 1948-49 
prices have bewildered the farmers who cannot believe that they are not 
dn!aming. Rains have been far better spaced than last year and there 
are prospects of above average production in many areas. The reper
cussions o~ the new cocoa price on the price of locally grown foodstuffs 
and on the. cost of casual labour remain to be seen. 

. .... .. 

Oyo Province 

Ibadan Division.-'The principal political issue over the past year 
has been the campaign to cut out cocoa affected by swollen shoot. 
Oppositiori to the campaign increased rapidly during the early part of 
the year; in some places there ~ras so much forceful resistance by a 
number of farmers, and feeling became so high, that the cutting-out 
gangs had to be withdrawn. An intensive propaganda campaign to 
overcome this. opposition is now in progress and it is hoped that all 

'-
\ 

cocoa farmers are now convinced of the wisdom of Government's 
policy in this matter and realise the urgency with which this most 
serious menace to 'the whole economy of the ~province must be tackled. 
Parties of pressnien, farmers. and Native Administration officials have - ---- 
visited the Gold Coast to study the problem in that country and have 
rr.tnn; ed to add tlwir weight to thr. hody of opinion which is aware of the 
extreme seriousness of the position. Government, on the advice of the 
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Native Authority, only agreed to a temporary cessation of cutting out 
because it was clear that farmers did not appreciate the danger of the 
disease or the methods which are necessary to combat it. Every effort 
has now been made to acquaint farmers vvith the reasons for .Govern
ment's policy and, in the interests not only of the Oyo Provine~ but of 
the country as .a whole, it is imperative that cutting out should be 
resumed immediately the main cocoa crop has been harvested. 

The Jbadan Native Authority has had an anxious year financially. 
The Budget has not been balanced and the reserves which have been 
accumulated over years of careful planning are dwindling. The wide 
gap between Revenue and Expenditure has been reduced by the recent 
25 per cent increase in electricity charges in Ibadan, but considerable 
economies in expenditure will be required unless further means of 
increasing the revenue can be found. 

The main constitutional problem confronting the Ibadan Division 
is the necessity to provide some sort of machinery for the day to day 
administration of Divisional affairs. Owing to the great distances 
separating the Districts from Ibaclan, the Divisional Council is unable 
to meet as frequently as is desirable. This probkm ·is now being 
considered by the Divisional Council. At the same time proposals 
are being considered to broaden the basis of the Ibadan and District 
Council and th~ Advisory Board, the main intention being to in'trease 
the representation of places outside lbadan within the jurisdiction of 
the lbadan and Distri~t Council. In the Districts the main lines of 
progress have been the broadening of representation by an increase in 
the number of Councillors and a more vigorous system of Town 
Councils. The Ede District Council, which for many years .has held 
an enviable position as one of the most progressive Subordinate Native 
Administrations .in the Oyo Province, has had a serious set-back due 
to the chieftaincy dispute concerning the appointm~nt of a Timi 
of Ede. As a result the whole District has been torn by factions and 
the work of the council is practically at a standstill. The matter is 
at present sub-judice. 

Oyo Division.~I- olitically the Oyo Division has made spectacular 
progress in the last few years, and this year has been spent in consoli
dating the position and allowing the five Subordinate Native Authorities 

· to gain confidence and the Native Authority to adjust its ideas to this 
devolution of authority and financi~d control. The last of these· five 
Subordinate Native Authorities, the Oyo Southern District, has now 

. hccn ;tpprovcd and a happier relationship bet\~1ecn this area and ·the 
i\fin is now expected. Separate estimates for each of these Subordinate 
Native Authorities will be prepared this year in order to give some 
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responsibility to the newly formed Finance Committees and provide 
an incentive to t4e District Councils to plan ahead. 

lfe Division.- The absence of the Oni on a visit to the United 
Kingdom may have resulted in a slowing down of the rate of political 
progress of, the Ife Native Authority, but it has on the other hand 
given the Executive Committee members most useful experience 
in the handling of public affairs. This experience should prove of 
great value to the Oni on his return. The dispute between the Ifes 
and the Modakekes still drags its weary · way through the courts. 
This dispute is affecting the happiness and prosperity of very many 
people and it is sincerely to be hoped that the return of the Oni will 
be made the occasion for a generous gesture by both sides : for with 
patience and goodwill a settlement could quickly be reached. 

The ·ma Native Authority continues to conduct its afbirs with 
efficiency and despatch, and has achieved a high degree of co-operation 
with the !'iterate progressives in the area. 

Ilesha Division.-During the course of the year Government 
raised the status of the Ilesha District to that of a Division. This move 
has given great pleasure to the Ijeshas who for many years have resented 
being subject to the administrative control of a District Officer stationed 
at Ife. The Owa's Council has continued to work well and has recently 
included in their Finance and Staff Committees representatives from 
outlying districts. 

.Warri Province 

The two main political events of the year have been the establish
ment of the Warri Provincial Native Authorities Conference and the 
re-organisation and federation of the six independent Urhobo Native 
Administrations in the Jehi-Sobo Division. 

The Provincial Conference has met three times. The sev~n 
Native Administrations and the two Township Advisory Boards of 
Warri and Sapele send representatives to this Conference in proportion 
to their tax paying population. It is advisory only, but its deliberations 
have given good grqunds'for believing that it will be of value in removing 
jealousies and .misunderstandings and have augured well for the 
future. : . 

The federation of the six independent Urhobo Native Authorities 
in the J ekri-Sobo Division was completed in August, when His 
Excellency approved the constitution of the Western Urhobo Native 
Authority. This was the culmination of much hard and patient work 
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by a lmge number of people and it is pleasant to report that the people 
themselves not only expressed the desire for federation but also 
hammered out the details, such as those relating to the· election of 
members of the subordinate and Central Councils. This spirit shows 
itself also within the new councils, whose members, many of them 
educated, have shown an admirable readiness to shoulder responsibility 
and carry out uninteresting and often tedious routine tasks. 

Proposals for the re-organisation of the Itsekiri and Western· !jaw 
Native Administrations have been under active discussion among the 
peoples concerned for the past six months and it is hoped that proposals, 
fully acceptable to the great majority, will be put forward in the near 
future. · 

Proposals for the modernisation of the administration of the Warri 
and Sapele Townships are also under consideration and discussion 
with the people concerned. 

Apart from the works mentioned below in the sections dealing 
with departments, building has begun on the new secondary school at 
Ughelli, and the pioneer oil mill at Ukan in Urhobo Division. The 
government rice mill at U ghelli is becoming increasingly popular and 
has evidently done much to encourage rice growing. A new hospital 
being built by the Baptist Mission at Eku is nearing completion. A 
telegraph line from Warri to Ughelli is under construction and materials 
for the Sapele Electricity supply have begun to arrive: Far-reaching 
schemes for the planning and improvement of living conditions at 
Sapele and Burutu have recently been submitted and are now under 
consideration. I think no one · could complain that there is lack of 
development in the Warri Province. 

Accountant-General 

The decentralisation of the Treasury has been completed, and 
tlfe sub-accounting system was introduced on the 1st of April, 1948 ; 
this is the first step towards creating the Region a self-accounting entity. 
The Regional Treasurer has been acting in an advisory capacity both 
to the administrations and to Departments. Advice has also been 
given on Native Administrations accounts. 

In order to increase efficiency the possibility of introducing some 
form of mechanical accounting has been carefully examined. The 
object is to eliminate the manual methods now employed in scheduling 
thousands of vouchers monthly and in posting the amounts shown · 
thereon to the various ledgers. After careful consideration it has been 
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decided to· instal book-keeping machines i1i the Regional Treasury ; 
with these machines the scheduling and posting of the monthly accounts 
will be COmpleted in much les~ time and \Vith assured arithmetical 
accuracy. 

Progress has been made in taking over direct control and responsi
bility of locaJ treasuries in the \Vestern Provinces, and sirice the 1st 

'of April, 1948, Nigerian departmental staff have taken over Sapele, 
Ondo and Akure treasuries. Ten of the twenty-one treasuries in 
the region are riow directly administered by this department. At 
three of the remainder, young clerks have been posted · to assist the 
Provincial Administration staff. 

The Regional Treasury School was opened on the 21st of June, 
1948, and -regular sessions are held, each of vvhich lasts four weeks. 
All ne& entrants to the junior staff receive a course in the school and 
examinations are held at the end of each session to test the ability of 
each pupil. Since the commencement of the school Native Adminis
tration personnel have been accepted at each session for training. 
Five have completed their training during the year. · 

Owing to unforeseen shortage of senior staff, it has not been possible 
to carry out the 'thorough and frequent inspection of local treasuries 
that is desirable, but fifteen treasuries in the region have been visited 
and inspected by the Regiomd Treasurer and touring accountants. 

Agriculture 

Though the general policy of the Agricultural Department has 
not changed, work has been seriously hampered by shortage of qualified 
Agricultural Officers ; at one period only two were available, one of 
whom had less than six months experience of Nigeria. It has been 
most regrettable that active work in Benin and Warri Provinces has as 
a result been temporarily closed though a few essential lines are being 
carried on with the help of the administration. 

Oyo Cattle Farm.- The N'dama Cattle Farm at Oyo is now well 
established and progress has been made in multiplying stock for 
eventual distribution to village herds and · mixed farmers. Over 
sixty calves have been born without subsequent loss and though there 
was a slight outbreak of contagious abortion which has been controlled 
by the Veterinary Department, the general health of the cattle has been __ 
good. 

Oyo Poultry Cent7'e.-The Poultry Centre at Oyo has started work 
with new equipment and buildings. Fresh stocks of pure brecl Rhode 
Island Red poultry have been successfully imported by air as day-old 
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chicks. Growth rates have Gccn very sati.sfactory and some surplu~ 
cockerels have been available for Jistribution. Regular supplies of 
pullets; cockerels and hatching eggs are expected to be available towards 
the latter half of 1949. 

P£g-heeping.-·A steady demand for improved breeding stock from 
African pig keepers continues. Prices of feeding stuiTs have risen 
consicleral>ly and only fanners with sufficient capital, good1 business 
instinct and plenty of energy are advised to take up pig keeping. 

Agricultural Schools.- Sixty-three students are attending two and 
three-year courses at the Agricultural School, Moor Plantation. The 
School Farm is now 40 acres in extent and is providing much improved 
facilities for training. Preliminary experiments in mechanised culti
vation with tractor and implements supplied by the Public vVorks 
Department are being carried out by the school. The Oyo Farm 
School, in contrast to the preceding year, found difficulty in recruiting 
its full quota of students for the 1948 class and some have refused to 
sign their contracts. Considerable attention is being paid to fprmer 
students, some of whom tend to deteriorate in efficiency unless 
encouraged by frequent visits. Twenty-two out of twenty-four 
ex-servicemen passed out of their courses to settle on their farms ; 
the remaining two resigned. The farm school at Ogbomosho has .been 
opened and recruitment of the first class has begun. 

Cocoa Survey.-The survey of cocoa fa'rms in the Western 
Provinces is now complete except for a few areas in Ibadan Division 
where work has been retarded owing to opposition to the cutting out 
of trees infected by swollen shoot disease. A total of 326,299 farms 
comprising 588,553 acres has been surveyed since 1944. Swollen 
shoot disease is still mainly confined within a 30 miles radius of Ibadan 
and 524,932 trees have been cut out so far. This is equivalent to 
1,050 acres; it 'vill be necessary to cut out about 400 acres more in 
order to complete the work. The acreage of farm infected therefore 
:represents only one-quarter per cent of that planted. Farmers whose 
trees have been cut out are encouraged to replant their cocoa with the 
aid of a grant from Cocoa Marketing Board Funds administered by the 
Ibadan Native Administration. Botanical work on cocoa includes 
the selection of high yielding trees to provide improved planting material. 
Multirlication plots of this material are being .planted at strategic 
points in the Western Provinces. In continuance of the search for 
better types of cocoa, a collection of South American varieties has been 
obtained from the West African Cocoa Research Institute, Gold Coast. 
The campaign to improve the quality and cleanliness of cocoa was 
extremely successful and is being repeated for the .1948-49 crop. 
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Botany.- The botanical staff has continued its efforts to improve 
the quality of citrus, especially the use of better root stocks ; .there is 
a strong demand for budded fruit trees from Government and Native 
Administration Nurseries. Trial shipments of fresh grapefruit are 
being made to the United Kingdmn and the possibilities of exporting 
fruit juices are being examined. Botanical work on the controlled 
pollination of outstanding oil palms at Moor Plantation to provide 
seed for the drier areas has been started, and trials of improved cassavas 
continue. 

Chemistry.- The chemist has been engaged on soil surveys to 
assist in the selection of sites for Government experimental farms and 
also the.production of trial samples of drying oil from "Awusa" nuts 
(Tetracmpidium Conophorum) which may possibly have a future as an 
export commodity. 

Rice Mills.-Rice mills have been operating in Benin, Warri, 
Ondo and Abeokuta Provinces where the cultivation of paddy is being 
extended. 

Produce Inspection 

The . following table shows the tonnages of produce which were 
graded or passed for export in the Western Provinces during the year 
en_ded 30th September, 1948, as compared with the previous year:-

1 
1 

Year 

----
946-47 s·~ 
947-48 .. 

Palm Cocoa 
Kernels 

Tons Tons 

141,454 104,800 
147,099 71,163 

Palm Rubber Cotton Birdseye 
Oil Chillies 

· Tons lb lb lb 

23,071 , 8,591,937 51,381 -
22~508 11,564,475 116,094 -

Cotton.-Cotton production for export shows an increase over 
last year's figures .but is still low. This is mainly due to the continued 
large demand for cotton for local weaving at higher prices than the 

, export price. 

Chillies.- · During 1947-48 season roughly 220,000 lb of birdseye 
chillies were graded for export, bu<:, owing mainly to marketing delays, 
all became sub-grade and were exported under special .licence. In 
the previous year 90,000 lb were similarly exported under special 
licence. 

Cocoa.- The to~al amount of cocoa graded is less than in 1946-47 
owing to a severe attack of bl~ck pod disease but the quality was very 
much better. Cradc I rncoa was 4R per cent of the total as compared 
with 22 per cent for 1 <J4(>-47 '.vhilc less than ~ per cent was classified as 
grade IV. 

. .... 

---
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Co-operative 

The work of the staff has been devoted to supervising the two main 
groups of Co-operative societies, the Cocoa Co-operative Marketing 
Societies arid the Salary Earners' Co-operative Thrift and Loan 
Societies. 

During the 1947-48 season the cocoa societies, with a total member
ship of 22,764 farmers, sold 9,991 tons of cocoa, compared with 12,483 
tons in 1946-47. The decrease was due partly to the smaller crop and 
partly to the closing down of several societies in the Benin Province 
because of the dishonest practices of certain secretaries and committee 
members. 

It is encouraging to note that the campaign for better quality cocoa 
carried out in conjunction with the Agricultural Department had its 
effect. Of the total tonnage of main crop cocoa sold by Co-operatives . 
86 per cent was grade I and 8 per cent grade II, compared with 72.1 per 

. cent grade I in the previous year. 

It is a matter of great concern, however, to have to report an alarm
ing increase in dishonesty amongst certain committee members and the 
staffs of societies and. marketing unions in general. No doubt the 
increase in the price of cocoa is partly responsible for this trend ; but it 
means that the time of the department's staff has to be devoted to closer 
supervision rather than to expansion. 

Members are becoming keener on using the cocoa societies not only 
as a means of marketing their cocoa but also as small village banks 
where they can deposit their money. They can also then secure small 
loans at reasonable rates of interest instead of paying exorbitant charges 
elsewhere; During the last financ~al year the total sum of £12,674 was 
saved by members, and £11,893 issued as loans. Practically four
fifths of the loans were for the payment of labour on members' farms. 

One new Co-operative Marketing Union covering the Owo-Akoko 
area reached exporting status. This means that every society in the 
Onci , Oyo, Abeokuta and Ijebu Provinces is now exporting its cocoa 
through the Association of Nigeria Co-operative Exporters. The turn
over of this association is over half a million pounds. 

There are fifty-seven Salary Earners' Co-operative Thrift and L~an 
Societies in the Western Provinces. The total savings ~n the course of 
the last financial year amounted to £26,286. 

The seven Co-operative Chillies Societies in the Oyo Province 
· marketed 90t tons of chillies. Continued disregard of advice given by 
the department resulted in supervision being withdrawn. 
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Three Co-operative School Societies in the Ondo Province and four 
in the Deniu Province operated during the year. The one at Oria
Ubiaja is being dissolved. 

Education 

· . The Education Bill was passed -by the Legislative Assembly in 
August and is expected to come into force on the 1st of January. The 
bill was debated in the Western House of Assembly in July and it is 
therefore unnecessary to describe it further. At the present meeting 
this House will be asktd to elect members to the Regional and Central 
Boards, which are expected to meet in January and February res
pectively. Meanwhile Education officers and committees during the 
latter half of this year have been hard at work explaining the new 
ordinance and carrying out surveys of schools in each area. Educatio11. 
must now be planned to serve an area and a certain amount of re
arrangement is proving necessary. This particularly· applies to the 
disposition of trained teachers, who must be distributed as fairly as 
possible in each area. In 1948, 158 new primary schools were opened 
and 311 new teachers came out trained from college. 

Education Committees have further consolidated their position 
during the year. The more progressive have been successful in 
arranging refresher courses for teachers, for the development of school 
meals and for the improvement of education in general as far as their 
own particular localities are concerned. · The time should not be far off 
when it should be possible to create Local Education Authorities and 
Committees with executive powers as provided in the new ordinance. 

It is essential that the public should be kept fully informed on all 
questions of education and that schools should be closely integrated with 
the life of the community. For this reason the development of parents 
associations is welcomed. In some provinces parents tneet regularly 
to discuss school affairs with their teachers. It is hoped that these 
associations will spread throughout the Western Provinces. 

In Septem~er it was decided to put grants-in-aid under regional 
control. It is expected that the total need for the Western Provinces in 
1949 will be about half a million pounds. Most of it will go into the 
primary school system, about one-tenth to secondary schools and about 
one-tenth to teacher training colleges. Statistics are being collected·foz:-_____..,.,-
the teachers' superannuation scheme. · 

I 

The year 1948 has, like 194 7, been occupied largely in reorganisa
tion. The department has been short-staffed and little time has been 
left for consideratio·n of the content of education. The curriculum 
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sub-committee, however, has continued its \·vork and it is expected that 
new syllabi will be in the hands of teachers in January to enable thei\to 
widen and improve their work. 

Not only has there been a gradual widening of the school curricula 
in the direction of art, domestic science, handwork and rural science, but 
there has been further development of post-school education. The 
extra-mural studies delegacy of Oxford University sent a lecturer, Mr 
Collins, to organise classes.and to lecture on trade unionism and political 
theories. The lectures were extremely popular and it has not been 
easy to find successors who would command equal respect. It is hoped 
that the University College at Ibadan will shortly appoint a director of 
extra-mural studies. 

The British Council early in the year organised the Nigerian art 
exhibition, which drew large crowds. The council has now opened a 
centre at Ibadan and provides a library and organises lectures and 
meetings. The council also provides a film service to schools in · 
Ibadan and Abeokuta. 

A regional committee of the Nigerian Amateur Athletic Association 
has recently been formed. It is the aim of this committee to foster 
athletics throughout the region. The schools have done a great deal to 
develop athletics, but so far little has been done to organise them on a 
post-school basis. 

'fests have been held to select entrants to the trade centr'e at Yaba, 
vvhere. bo.ys from the Western Provinces will be trained to become 
skilled artisans. Teachers have also been sent to Yaba to be trained as 
Handicraft Instructors. A proposal has been made by the Deputy 
Director of Education (Technical), on the advice of the Resident and 
t·he Education Officer, \Narri Province, for a trade training centre at 
Sapele. The scheme would be e:'\pensive and it is hoped to enlist the 
interest of some of the commercial firms who would mainly benefit from 
the output of trained artisans. New domestic science centres are to be 
opened by Government in Ibadan, Irrua, and Agbor. There are at 
present nine domestic science. centres in the Western Provinces. 
Selection has been made of teachers to attend a rural science teachers' 

'training course in Ibadan in 1949. 

· 'f'he Conference of Western Principals has further consolidated its 
position as a responsible force in secondary school edu'cation. It is 
gratifying to find that this conference stresses that education is not 
concerned merely with examinations and book-learning, but also with 
the more fundamental duty of developing character and true citizenship. 
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easy to find successors who would command equal i·cspect. It is hoped 
that the University College at Ibadan will shortly appoint a director of 
extra-mural studies. · 
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centre at Ibadan and provides a library and organises lectures and 
meetings. The council also provides a film service to schools in 
Ibadan and Abeokuta. 

A regional committee of the Nigerian Amateur Athletic Association 
has recently been formed. It is the aim of this committee to foster 
athletics throughout the region. The schools have done a great deal to 
develop athletics, but so far little has been done to organise them on a 
post-school basis. 

Tests have been held to select entrants to the trade centre at Yaba, 
where. boys from the Western Provinces will be trained tp become 
skilled artisans. Teachers have also been sent to Yaba to be trained as 
Handicraft Instructors. A proposal has been made by the Deputy 
Director of Education (Technical), on the advice of the Resident and 
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· training course in Ibadan in 1949. 

·· · The Conference of Western Principals has further consolidated its 
position as a responsible force in secondary school edu-cation. It is 
gratify i nr~ to find th:1t this cnnfncncc stn.:sscs that education is not 
concerned . merely with examinations and book-learning, but also with 
the more fundamental duty of developing character and· true citizenship. 
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The conference was addressed on these subjects early in the year by 
Mr Speer, acting Chief Inspector. In July Mr Speer also conducted a 
course on training in citizenship, which was attended by ten secondary 
school teachers. 

The importance of quality rather than quantity in secondary school 
education must be repeatedly emphasised. With the addition to the 
list of schools at Sabortgidda, Owo, Ijebu-Remo and Oyo, the number 
of boys' secondary schools must remain fixed until they are all efficiently 
staffed and equipped. More graduates have returned from the United 
Kingdom and towards the end of the year the University released for 
one year a number of students for whom no degree course was immedia
tely available. It has also been decided to continue the special teachers' 
training course in conjunction with University College, Ibadan. But 
in spite of all this the . supply of trained teachers remains extremely 
short. · In addition the total amount of money available for secondary 
education makes it impossible to contemplate any increase in the number 
of assisted boys' secondary schools for the next few years. It will still, 
however, be possible to consider an increase in the number of girls' 
secondary schools. At present there is only one in the whole of the 
Western Provinces, but it is hoped that the proposed Government girls' 
secol}.dary school at Ede will be started in 1949. 

The scholarship selection committee met in October. There 
were 295 applicants, of whom sixty were interviewed and forty-one 
selected for a further interview by the Central Selection Board in Lagos. 
The Western Selection Board chose Dr. S. L.A. Manuwa, O.B.E., F.R.c.s., 
as its representative on the Central Board . 

. The Government Teacher Training Centre at Ibadah and Abraka 
are being extended to double their existing capacity. At the Ife Roman 
Cath~lic Mission Training College there were 400 applicants for thirty 
vacancies. It is expected that enough Middle VI boys will wish to 
enter St .. Andrew's College, Oyo, to provide a full class for a two-year 
course. These facts reflect the increasing popularity of the teaching 
profession. 

The Mass Education Officer has campaigns started or projected in 
Ilaro, Ado-Ekiti, Ishan, Ibadan Northern District and Ijebu-Ode. 
Booklets have been printed and published in Nigeria. They ma·y se'rve--· __ .. 
as the foundation on which a Nigerian printing and publishing industry 
can be · develo11ed. There has been an increased tlow of Yoruba 
puhlicllions from publishers in the United Kingdom, and one or two 
from publishers in Nigeria. 
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The following money has been paid to voluntary Agencies from 
Nigerian Development Loan Funds:-

School/ Centre 

St. Patrick's College, Asaba 
Ijebu-Ode Grammar Schoo~ 
Oduduwa College, Ife 
St. Theresa's College, Ibadan 
C.M.S. E.T.C., Owo (Men) 
R.C.M. E.T.C., Abeokuta 
R.C.M. E.T.C., Akure 
R.C.M. E.T.C., Ubiaja (Women) 
St. Andrew's C.M.S. College, Oyo 
C. M.S. Archdeaconry E.T.C., Ibadan 
U.M.C., Ibadan (Women) .. 
C.l\1.S. E.T.C., Owo (Women) 

Forestry 

... 

Total 
appro·ved 

£ 
25,000 
10,000 
30,000 
30,000 
23,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
12,000 
10,000 
30,000 
17,500 

Total 
paid 

£ 
10,000 

5,000 
11,100 
30,000 
12,156 
·10,000 
10,000 
2,000 
,2,900 
2,000 

10,000 
11,900 

During the year the Forestry Regulations and Southern Provinces 
Native Authority Rules, 1943, were amended. In future the exploita
tion of any licensed area must be in accordance with a definite working · 
plan, which will be laid down in the agreement made with the licensee. 
It will then be possible to stop the methods of selective logging which 
have been so destructive in the past. It will also permit the regenerat~on 
of the exploited forest in an orderly manner so that the yield is increased 
and maintained in perpetuity. The first agreement, between the Benin 
Native Authority and the United Africa Company was signed on the 
thirtieth of August, 1948, and others are now in preparation in respect 
of areas in Benin Division and On do and Ijebu Provinces. 

All the tariffs for forest produce in the Western Provinces were 
revised and the rates for timber were substantially increased to give the 
owners the benefit of the high prices for timber now obtainable in the 
export markets. 

It is necessary, however, to comment on the activities of several 
irresponsible and unscrupulous exporters, who have supplied b'uyers 
with timber much below the agreed specifications and in some cases in 

--- quantity considerably less than those for which advance payments have 
been made. Such shoi·t-sighted and reprehensible business methods 
tend to destroy the reputation of the country in the export markets and 
cannot be too strongly condemned. 
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Government gave a promise that when an adequate forest estate 
had been constituted in any district, the forestry regulations over the 
areas outside the reserves would be removed. This promise is now 
being fulfilled in the case of the Ilaro Divi~ion of Abeokuta Province, 
the Owo Division of Ondo Province and the lsh~m Division of Benin 
Province where the regulations are being removed. Similar action in 
other divisions is under consideration._ When, however, the regulations 

• have been removed and the forest area remaining is sufficient to bring 
in a reasonable sum of revenue, it is hoped that Native Authorities will 
impose rules to enable such n :venue to be collected. 

Progress is being made in the preparation of working plan-s for the 
more valuable fo'rest reserves and ·will gradually accelerate as trained 
staff becomes available. 

The installation of smvmills for the supply of sawn lumber, 
primarily for local usc, has been held up in several cases by the difficulties 
of obtaining early delivery of machinery. 

T'he plywood mill at Sapele has increased its production of veneers 
which are now being exported ; but the production of plywood locally 
has not yet begun. The Forestry Department mill at Aponmu has 
continued its production of lumber for local use and considerable stocks 
are available. 

Good - progress has also been made in the clearing of reserve 
boundaries and the exclusion of areas subject to farming rights, with a 

· consequent de~rease in the number of forest offences in forest reserves. 
There is an increasing awareness throughout the vVestern Provinces 
of the value of forest produce in general, and of the fuel and pole 
plantations maintained by Native Administrations in the neighbourhood 
of large centres of population. 

Two Nigerian Regional Forest Officers from the Western Provinces 
have proceeded to Oxford for a special forestry course. 

Labour 

The normal activities of the Department in the Western Provinces 
are confined to a Labour Office and Employment Exchange at Benin, 
a Juvenile Employrncnt Centre at Tha<Lm and an Employment Exchange 
at Sapcle. lt is hoped that :1 hlwur ufllcc \Viii he established in Jh ~1dan 

early in 1949. Stafl' has been provided from headquarters when 
necessary for areas not served by the ofrices mentioned. ----·--- --- _ 

The Benin L1bour Exch;1nge deals chiefly with the Ondo, Benin 
and \Varri Provinces. Rt·gular weekly visits :11-c now made to S:lpclc. 
During the year complaints about wages, '\Tongful dismissals and 
wotking conditions numbered 169. An instance of child labour was 
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brought to light and a case of illegal recruitment from Makurdi involving 
seventy-seven labourers was successfully prosecuted. Twenty-four 
timber camps, rubber and palm plantations were inspected during the 
period and a visit was made to a gold mining area. In most of the 
establishments housing conditions left much to be desired. Fourteen 
cases of industrial accidents were reported of which three were fatal. 
In such cases the parties were advised of their rights and obligations 
under the Workmen's Compensation Ordinance .. Regular visits were 
paid to any injured workers in Benin General Hospital. There . was a 
scarcity of labour in the timber and rubber industries owing to 
unattractive wage-rates and working conditions. The labour force 
employed in the timber industry is fluctuating consisting mainly of 
migrant labour. To encourage continuity of employment some 
employers are advocating a return to the old system of wage-payment 
at six-monthly intervals. 

The juvenile employment exchange at Ibadan has continued to 
operate in the exclusive interests of secondary-school-leavers. The 
-purpose of the exchange has not been fully understood by the people it 
is designed to serve. To remedy this several talks and · interviews 
have been held. During the year 450 juveniles were registered and 
190 placed in employment. Figures for the previous year were 138 and 
129 respectively. There is lack of adequate employment opportunities 
in the Western Provinces for juveniles leaving school. Enquiries 
recently carried out by the Exchange Manager, lbadan, indicate that the 
opportunities in her area were negligible compared with the number of 
children leaving school and seeking employmei1t. 

The Sapele exchange has become increasingly popular. During the 
year 2, 953 employed and 422 unemployed adults and fifty-one employed 
and 199 unemployed juveniles were registered. A total of 1,038 
vacancies for adults mid five for juveniles were filled. 

A scheme for the registration and identification of Public \Vorks 
Department employees has been in operation for some time. It is 
carried out by teams of registration clerks, who work under the super
vision of the Exchange Manager. 

· Industrial relations were generally calm. There v.rere four major 
disputes involving Ijebu Native Authority road labour, a timber conceni_ 
in Warri Province, the conserv:1ncy labourers of a township :md a.nother 
timber concern in Benin Province. In each case a settlement was 
achieved and only in the fourth case was there a strike, and this last~d 
only two days. 

A commission \\ '; IS appointed during the year to enquire into the 
disturbances which occurr<:d in 1947 among .labourers employed by the 
United Africa Company at Burutu. The findings of the commission 
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have recently been published. They indicate that the trade dispute 
and the resulting disturbances, were due largely to the indiscretion and 
irresponsible action of the labour unions. The findings seem to have 
been taken iri good part by those concerned. · 

Legal _ 

The burden of legal duties in the region continues to be heavy. 
The staff situation, however, has shown no improvement and it was 
not possi~le to post an additional Crown Counsel to the region or even 
to maintain reasonable continuity. Ibadan and Warri are both busy 
Judicial Divisions and the civil and criminal work with \Vhich Crown 
Counsel has to deal, appears to be increasing both in volume and 

. complexity. It is hoped, therefore, that the proposal to post a second 
legal officer to the Western Provinces will materialise at an early date 
since the combination of long hours in court with disposal of the 
mounting chamber work due to regionalization, entails too great a 
strain on one officer al~ne. . 

During the past session of the vVestern I Tousc of i\sscmhly, 
nineteen Bills were tabled and in each case His Excellency the Governor 
was advised of the Bill being acceptable. The most important of these 
Bills were the Education Bill, the Administration of Justice in Criminal 
Matters by Native Courts Bill and the Agriculture Bill. Of consider-

. able interest to the Western Region was the Chieftaincy Disputes 
(Preclusion of Courts) Bill which removes these troublesome disputes 
from the jurisdiction of the courts and will enable the Department to 
deal expeditiously with the large number of cases which have 
accumulated. 

Medical 

A new hospital at Akure is taking shape and, it is hoped, will be in 
operation by the beginning of the coming financial year. Notable 
expansion has taken place in the hospital at Adeoyo by the addition of 
fifty beds and eight cots. New annexes for X-Ray and laboratory work 
are being built. Through the wisdom of the Ibadan Native Adminis
tration Adeoyo now enters on an even wider sphere of usefulness as the 
hospital for the Ibadan University College Medical School. 

The building of two Rural Health Units at Auchi and Ila.ro, which 
include accommodation for medical officers and sisters, is making go_q_q 
progress and will, in the near future, serve to demonstrate the scope and 
function of comprehensive health services in rural areas. The first 
of the Medical Field Units of the Western Region will shortly begin to 
operate on completion of its training. Among its first duties will be a 
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systematic health survey in the Ilaro area and in a selected area of Oyo 
Province. The unit will be e.quipped and staffed to attack epidemic 
and mass diseases and to assess the medical and health needs of an area. 

· Nursing Sisters have been posted to Benin, Oshogbo and Akure 
during the year. Hospital training and district ante-natal training and 
maternity services have benefited, but the headlong pace of competitive 
clinic construction in some areas will render supervision increasingly 
difficult. 

Facilities for transport of the sick have been much improved by 
providing ambulances at Oshogbo, Benin and elsewhere during the 
year. 

Progress has been made in hygiene and sanitation, including the 
promulgation and ,application of building and sanitation rules in many 
areas. 

·. In Abeokuta the lessening of hospital attendances has been notice
able during the recent troublesome times of,hat town. Ther.e has also 
been a considerable disregard of health and sanitation regulations and a 
degree of hostility towards the sanitary inspectorate. When more 
settled times return it is to be hoped there will be an improvement in 
thes~ respects. 

Mines 

The number of operators actually employed on active mmmg 
operations it:l the Western Provinces has now fallen to fourteen. This 
shows a decrease of five compared with last year. For the first eight 
months of 1948 twenty-five prospecting rights have been issued for the 
Western Provinces, seven of which are held by Africans. 

Gold.-At the end of 1947 Amalgamated Tin Mines of Nigeria 
Limited, London and Nigerian l\1ines Limited and London African 
Mining Trust Limited decided to discontinue prospecting on the Special 
Exclusive Prospecting Licences which were. granted to them during 
1946 and 1947. All these areas have now either been withdrawn or 
surrendered by the Companies. 

A new Special Exclusive Prospecting Licence for gold and columbite 
was granted to Amalgamated Tin Mines of Nigeria Limited during the 
year on the Oyo /Ondo boundary near Igbara Oke. 

- ··- · , . · " ~ "'J 

The output of gold during the first eight months of 1948 was 1,412 
ozs. compared with 1,220 ozs. for the first nine months of 1947. 

Coal.-As a result of their investigations into the Nigerian coal and 
lignite deposits the Powell Duffryn Technical Services ·have 
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recommended that more field work should be carried out on the Moroko, 
Asaba and Ute deposits before final recomntendations as to the develop
ment and utilisation of these deposits can be determined. 

Police 

There has been no change in the commai1d of the Nigeria Police 
Force in the Western Provinces during the year. 

The establishment of the Force has been increased by one superior 
police officer, one sub-inspector and r 11e hundred and thirty-six rank 
and file during the year. Of these or.e superior police officer, one sub-

. inspector and forty rank and file have been posted to the new motor 
traffic unit, seventy-five rank and file to Sapcle, fifteen to Burutu and 
three each to f'orca·dos and Oyo. These increases were foreshadowed 
last year and the reasons for them were set out in my address at the last 
budget session. 

Recruiting was stepped up during the early part of the year to fill 
the increase in establishment. The response has been so: good that it 
has been possible to raise the educational standjrd from Class II Middle 
to Class IV Middle. Recruiting has no\v returned to normal and the 
formerly heavy pressure on the training school at Enugu has eased. 
All vacancies will soon be filled by men who have completed. !~e!r 

. . . .../ 

recrm t trammg. . 

A much improved annual musketry course on pre-war lines has 
now been authorised by the Commissioner. · This is bound to effect 
a considerable improvement in the musketry standard of the Force . 

. The new motor traffic unit consists of four mobile sections operating 
from Abeokuta, Ibadan, Ife and Benin. It is not yet in full operation 
as its personnel and vehicles are not complete. Modified patrols are, 
however, being carried out with satisfactory results. All traffic control 
posts throughout the region have now been closed. 

. Motor traffic offences and motor accidents are still high. · The 
•' •'' number of vehicles using the roads has increased and the general standard 

/ .. - of driving has deteriorated ... Superior police officers are therefore 
./' being appointed as traffic inspectors responsible for the inspection of 

,.. .. all 'commercial vehicles and hackney carriages, the issue. of certificates 
of road worthiness and the testing of drivers. It is hoped that these 
inspectors together with the mobile patrols already mentioned will 
materially reduce the present high incidence of road accidents.. and 
offences. 

Criminal statistics continue to indicate a slight general increase in 
crime but this may definitely be attributed to the expansion of police 
servtces throughout the area. There has, however, been a very 
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noticeable increase in of-fences agai11st properly at Asaba. This is 
probably due to the recent rapid growth of the residential area of that 
tovvn. An increase in the present establishment of the Asaba Detach
ment has been included in the 1949-50 Draft Estimates. 

It was necessary to send police reinforcements to ;\beokuta on 
three occasions during periods of unrest there. The arrival of these 
reinforcements invariably had a sobering effect and apart from a few 
minor incidents a major breach of the peace was avoided. 

In Ibadan there has been considerable opposition to Government's 
policy of cutting out diseased cocoa trees infected with swollen shoot. 
This came to a head on July 22nd near Apatere when a gang of 
agricultural labourers engaged in cutting out operations were attacked 
by a large number of farmers armed with matchets. The police were 
quickly on the scene, a number of arrests were made and order was 
restored. Seven labourers received minor injuries. . 

During January in the Kwale Division a seriou,s land dispute took 
place which resulted in an affray bet\veen two villages. Two men .were 
reported killed and five missing believed killed. Police restored order 
and no further disturbances have occurred. 

Excellent relations continue to be maintained between the Nigeria 
Police and the various Native Administration police forces in the region. 
Two superior police officers are seconded to Native Administration 
Police Forces, one at Ibadqn and the other at Abeokuta. The·closest 
co-operation exists between the t\vo forces. 

Police buildings and barracks continue to be improved and 
extended. Existing buildings have been kept in good repair. 

The general health of the men is extremely good and the morale 
of the Force is excellent. 

Posts and Telegraphs 

The new post office at Ijebu-Ode .was opened on the 27th September, 
1948. The post offices at lkirun, Ifo and Auchi are nearing completion 
and the existing postal agencies will shortly be converted to depart
mental post offices. 

With the improving st;tlr position it is hoped to convert Issclcuku 
pP-stal a.gency to a departmental post office in the near future. The 
existing agency building will be utilised until the approved post office 
is erected. 

Postal Agencies.- There are now 1~2 postal agencies operating in 
the Western Provinces. Nineteen·of these are new in this year. 
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T'here was some difficulty in ·maintaining . mail services during 
August owing to the petrol shortage but few serious delays occurred. 

A Rural Postman route, Auchi-Afuje, has bee'n introduced bringing 
the total routes in Western Provinces to twenty-four. 

Air Services.-To provide connection with aircraft at Benin a 
twice:-daily mail service between Benin-Sapele-Warri-Burutu-Forcados 
was introduced in June, 1948. 

Additional air services between Lagos and the North, and calling 
at Ibadan, were introduced during the year, giving Ibadan connection 
to Lagos and the North on four days per \:veek in each direction. 

Telephones.-Demand for telephones continues to grow every
where but supply is limited by lack of equipment and stores. A new 
telephone exchange was opened at Ondo in April. Nevv exchanges 
are being installed at Ogwashi-Uku and Ifo. Larger switch-boards for 
Ibadan, Oshogbo, and Warri are now ready in the United Kingdom 
and al'e awaiting shipment ; part of the auxiliary apparatu·s has already 
been received. . ' 

Trunk lines to Ogwashi-Uku and Ifo are nearing completion. 
Preliminary work has been carried out on a trunk to Ado-Ekiti and 
construction work will commence shortly. A telephone line is being 
constructed from Akure to serve the Pilot Sawmill at Aponmu. ,., 

Radio Diffusion.-At Ijebu-Ode overhead distribution lines for 
Radio Diffusion Services have been erected and subscribers premises · 
wired. Power plant and wireless equipment is now available and the 
service should soon be ready for opening. The proposed system for 

· Warri has been held up by negotiations for a site for the receiving station 
and studio. These are now completed and funds have been issued for 
the new building. At Ibadan and Abeokuta growth of the system has 
been limited by lack of stores. 

Telegraphs.-With regard to telegraphs, teleprinter. working has 
been introduced between Oshogbo and Lagos. It already exists 
between Ibadan and Lagos. This system is of course a marked improve- · 
ment on'the old, and saves time and staff. 

Th~re is heavy tree clearing between Oshogbo and Akure for the 
rebuilding of the Oshogbo-Akure route. This has now proceeded as 
far as Ilesha. Carrier equipment is now available and the necessary 
power plant has been installed at Oshogbo. Installation of such plant 
at Benin has been held up for a new building. 

Prisons 

Discipline was well maintained throughout the year in most 
prisons, but in Abeokuta \vherc discipline had been allowed to become 
slack, there was a riot and the police had to be called in to restore order. 

l 
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An overhaul of the administration of the prison is now under considera
tion. The general health of the prisoners has been good, and the 
various prisons were again free from epidemics. 

Distinct progress has been made in the re-organisation and 
improvement of Mter-Care work, and deserving long sentence' prisoners 
are assisted financially on discharge. 

The Government Warders' TrainingSchool is now open to Native 
Administration staff, and thirty-six w;:trders received courses of instruc
tion during the year. 

Much progress has been made in the matter of classification, and 
first offenders are almost everywhere. separated frcm habitual criininals. 

It has been found possible to post an Inspector of Prisons to the 
Western Provinces and the prisons are now inspected with much 
greater frequency. 

Public Relations 

The activities of the Public Relations Department have considerably 
increased during the year. The Regional Publ_ic_ Relations Officer 
has toured every part of the Western Provinces holding " Question 
and Answer" meetings and conferring with Reading Room Committees. 
There are now fifty-one Reading Rooms in the Western Pro,vinces. 
The Public Relations Officer has also given talks and lectures to schools 
and various organisations. 

Every month the Department produces pamphlets explaining 
Government policy and providing information on other subjects of 
interest to the people of the vVestern Provinces. The' distribution 
is very wide, -reaching all Native Authorities, Education Establishments, 
Reading Rooms, Schools, Government and Native Administration 
Departments. -

Liaison with the press has become an important part of the func
tions of the Department as there are no'"' three newspapers published 
in Ibadan. Regular press conferences are held at which Regional 
heads of Government Departments discuss and explain policy to press 
men ; press releases were issued. 

A Regional Public Relations W ct:k was held in January at Ibaclan. 
Representatives \vere invited from all towns and villages having a 
library or literary society. The purpose of the we~k was to allow the 

· lJublic Relations staff to make closer contact with educated opinion, 
and, secondly, to provide an opportunity for discussing some of the 
problems of the \V~stern Provinces. 

A lYiobile Cinema Van attached to the Regional Office has toured 
the Western Provinces during the year giving film shows. 

J 
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Radio Advisory Committees reviewed monthly the broadcasting 
programme at both Ibadan and Abeokuta. It is hoped tkl t the broad
casting studio at Ijebu-Ode \:vill be started before the end of the year. 

' 
Proposals are being considered for the publication of a periodical 

for the Western Provinces on the lines of the !\' igt:ria Review. 'l his 
paper would be printed in lbadan, but it is th ~)ught an·extra page of 
provincial news might be inserted in each copy when distributed in the 

· different provinces, so that there would be an added local interest for 
readers. 

Public Works 

There has been a slight improvement in the supply of engineering 
staff and' there are now altogether twelve in the Western Provinces. 
Of these~ two are Africans, one in charge of Ijebu Province with six 
Europeans under him and the other in charge of Oshogbo District. 
The general outlook. for recruitment of engineering staff is however 
still very uncertain and although numbers of Africans are now taking 
degree courses in the United Kingdom, it will be some time before 
they will appear in the ranks of Executive Engineers to any appreciable 
extent. 

The supply of Inspectors of Works on the other hand has been 
almost embarrassing and for a time the Crown Agents for the Colonies 
had. to be asked to slow up recruitment of Building Inspectors, as there 
was insufficient engineering staff to direct them. 

The supply of materials has improved generally but there are still 
difficulties, notably with roofing t~aterials, steelwork and sanitary 
fittings. · 

Buildings.- Some thirty permanent quarters for Senior Service 
have been under construction or have been completed during · the 
year and a few semi-permanent or bush quarters in addition, but the 
shortage of accommodation remains largely unaltered owing to the 
increasing requirements of additional staff. Several Junior Service 
quarters have also been built. 

Of the public buildings under construction by far the most impor-
4" tant is the i1ew Western House of Assembly which is now growing up 

and will be ready (if not entirely completed) for the first Legislative 
Council Meeting to be held in Ibadan in March, 1949. When not in 
use by the House of Assembly this building will be available for debates 
and meetings of all kinds and as such should prove a useful asset to the 
community. Other important buildings include the second extension 
to the Ibadan Secret.1riat now nearing completion, the lfe lVI useurn 
begun this year· after some eight years of discussions, preliminaries, 
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difficulties and delays and now almost complete, also the Provincial 
Office at Akure and Police Barracks at Benin. The new Provincial 
Office at Warri has suffered many delays but it is novv just starting and 

· should be properly under way before the year is out. 

Of the building work3 being undertaken from Colonial Develop
ment and Welfare Funds the most important are the Oil Palm Research 
Station near Benin. A considerable amount of work has been done 
including offices and laboratories, permanent quarters for three Senior 
Service officers, five Junior Service officers and sixty-four labourers. 
'These are actually completed and further buildings approximately the 
same in number .should be completed by the e~d of ·March . . 

The Ossiomo Leper Settlement· has been extended and a start 
has been made on the £130,0GO project for the Boys Secondary School 
at Ughelli. 

Roads.- - Development work on roads includes the Ijebu-Ode
Benin road where a start has been made on the bridge over the Oshun 
river twelve '!niles east of Ijebu-Ode, on preliminary cle.aring and 
building a pilot road between Okitipupa and the River Owena at 
Siluko in Ondo Province, and on widening the road from Benin to 
Ighoriaki on the Osse river where considerable earthworks are in hand 
for the western approach to the Osse Bridge. 

'Tarring is progressing well on the Ife-Ilesha-Benin road, v.rork 
being now in progress near Erinmo and ten miles east of Akure. 

Tarring is also being carried .south on the Benin-Sapele road after 
a seasonal hold up through the rains, and repairs arid improvements 
are in hand on the Ologbo bank vvhere the Ossiomo river overflowed 
and caused much damage in September last. Tarring is commencing 
on the Warri-Sapele road and general improvements and widening are 
well in h:md on the Ukan-l lg·hclli - Kw:tlc-llt:lgha - llno road. 

The feeder road programme is progressing gradually. Funds to 
the value of £5,500 have been allocated during the first sevei1 months 
of the current financial year and work on further projects ·will be put in 
hand. The programme has however been hampered by lack of staff. 

J;flater Supplies. - Progress on water supplies has been handicapped 
by shortage of statl, but in Warri the reservoir has been built, most nf 
the mains laid and the first of three tube wells sunk to a depth of 
200 feet; The programme of wells in rural areas has p~ogressed 
slowly ; nevertheless since the work began 212 wells have been sunk and 
126 water tanks built. 
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In all, the Public Works Department have budgetted for a total 
expenditure in 1948-49 of £370,000 on Public Works Recurrent and 
Extraordinary (including some £50,000 worth under Nigerian as 
opposed to Regional estimates) ::mel some £200,000 on Colonial Develop
ment Works. 

Veterinary 

Veterinai·y act1v1ttes have increased since October last year and 
are to be orgat1ised on a a better footing now that there is a Regiona.l 
Officer appointed to the vVestern Provinces. 

· There is as yet no field veterinary officer but it is hoped that in a 
short time at least one will be posted to the Western Provinces. Mean
while veterinary activities in the field continue to be controlled by the 
Veterinary · Officer at Ilorin. They do not at present extend beyond 
the Oyo Province. 

There are now t\VO Government Grade III veterinary assistants 
in the Western Provinces, one at Ibadan and another at Oyo. The 
latter is attached to the Agricultural Officer, Oyo. He \s concerned 
with the vvelfare of Agricultural Department stock on the Farm School 
and Oyo Stock and Poultry Farm, and undertakes any other work 
which may be necessary. The former is concerned with the treatment 
of agricultural stock, horses and dogs in Ibadan ; he is also held in 
readiness to go anywhere in the Western Provinces if the occasion arises. 

The two. Nadve Authority veterinary assistants continue their 
work-one at the cattle control post at Ago-Are and the other touring 
in the bush, tending the cattle there. . Oyo has a third veterinary assis
tant-in-training who has just gone to the Veterinary Training School 
at Vom for a year's course ; he has almost completed a year's field 
training in Ilorin where he showed good promise. He should take up 
his 'duties next July. 

41,178 cattle, 12,790 sheep and 4,333 goats of French and Nigerian 
origin pa~sed through the cattle control post at Ago-Are in 194 7. 
During the same year 64,652 cattle, 50,608 sheep and 2,438 goats left 
the Ilorin Cbl).trol post for the Western Provinces . 

Hides and Shins.-'I'here are three Government sub-inspectors of 
hides and skins : one at Ibadan, another at Ife and the third at Oyo. 
There are also two Native Authority sub-inspectors at Iba~an . and 
Oshogbo. Others further south are supervised by the Veterinary · 
Officer1 Lagos. This year the sub-inspector at Oyo made a tour of 
Ondo Province submitting a very interesting report on hides and skins 
there, which showed that an additional sub-inspector w~" required for 
Ondo Province. 
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All reports sho\\' considerable improvement in Haying and drying. 
During 1947, 43,491 hides were bought for export in the vVestern 
Provinces and 6,49R for local tanning. 

Disease.-Onc outbreak of rinderpest was reported fron1 N orth
west Oyo. It appears to have come from Borgu. Pr-ompt action by 
the Veterinary Department stopped further spread. Six animals 
died from the disease. Two outbreaks of foot and mouth disease 
were reported, one at Oyo Farm School, another at I were~ Itasa,· Oyo. 
Both outbreaks were prevented from spreading by prompt quarantine 
measures. Many cases of trypanosomiasi s have been treated in the 
bush, but this disease continues to cause a steady loss, not large but still 
serious. It is hoped that it will be possible to immunize the cattle of 
Oyo Province against rinderpest next year. 

Conclusion 

Since the last meeting of this J-Iouse, t,he Western Provinces have 
lost the services of Commander]. G . Pyke-Nott, the Senior Resident, 
Oyo Province, through his promotion to bt: Chief Co.mmissioncr, 
Eastern Provinces. His many friends \vill miss him sadly but will 
wish him the best of luck in his new appointment. 

lVIr Brodie-l\1ends, Assistant Secretary in the Secretariat, vVestern 
Provinces, has recently retired after thirty-six years s~ rvice. We wish 
him every happiness in his retirement. 

The administrative .service suffered a grievous loss during the year 
through the death of Mr lVI. G. Mack-Smith. He had spent two and a 
half years in Ijebu Province and as Acting District Officer had endeared 
himself to the people not only by his enthusiasm and hard ·work but 
also by his kindness to those in misfortune. 

In general we can look back upon the year 1948 as a year of pros
perity in the Western Provinces. Produce prices have been high and a 
low rainfall has not had the adverse effect on foodcrops that might have 
been expected. To those \vho study this address carefully, there may 
seem to be a lack of spectacular achievement. But may it not be true 
that nowadays our eyes are too prone to search for the spectacular and 
to ignore the humble achievements of day-to-day administration. 
It is on the latter as much as the former that the happiness of men and 
women depend. And the happiness of men and women at the present 
and in t!:::: future is the ultimate aim of all good administration. · 
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Mr R .. T. :M. Curwen. 

The Acting Resi<h•nt., \Vnni ]'nn·in('f', 
Mr R. L. ·v. '\Vilkes. 

The Acting Resicleu t, On do l)roviuce, 
Mr T. B. Bove1l-J ones. 

'l'h<> Arting Re:::;icle.nt, Oyo Provine. <~ , 
11J r A. F. Abt> ll. 

'l'hP Ac·ting Secretary (Finance), \Yest<>rn Provi1tces, 
Mr \V. R. Hatch. 

'l'l1v Acting Resident, Ijelm Province, 
~Ir 0.' Y. Lee, E.D. 

The Deputy Director of Medical Service.-;, 
lh S. L. A. Ma.nuwa, o.n.B. 

The Deputy Director of Ecluea.tiou, 
11Jr S. Milbunt. 

'J'hl' Aet.ing Depui.y Di]'()d.or of Agric ~ultun\ 
MrA. Y. Oibben1. 

'J'h<~ Ading Depuiy Din•do1· of Puhl ie \\Torks, 
Mr C . E. An<lreaP. 

The Senior Crown Counsel, 
~Ir R. A. Doherty. 
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'l'hc Honourable til<~ Oba A<lt>rP.tlli, c.:\J.c;., 
'I' It c 0 n i of If(' . 

rl'llt' TTonourablc· On10 N'' Olm 1\l'<'tlztw TT, c.~l.<;., 
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rrt~e First Member for i.lw Oyo Pnwinee, 
Chief I. B. Akinyele , o.H.E., the Osi Bnlogun of Ibadau. 
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rrhe Seeowl Mem her for i.he Oyo Province, . 
Chief .1. H.. rrurt.on the Risawe of Ilesha. 

. . J 

rrhe Member for the Benin Province, 
. Chief H. 0. 0:-;ugie, Ow Aighobalii of l~e11in. 

rrlte Member for the \Vnni Provinet~ , 
Chief J e~::>a. Ogboru. 

~l'he Member for the On<lo I>rovince, 
Mr J. B. Arifalo. 

The Member for the Ijebu Proviuce, 
Chief A. 0. Okupe, the Ala. peru of I peru~ 

rrhe Member for the Abeokuta Province, 
Chief A. Soeta.n, the Aro of K emta. 

1'he Second Nominated Member, 
1'he Honourable Akinpelu Obi::>l~Rnn, o.H.E. 

1'he Fourth Nom ina ted Member, 
· rrhe Honour::~hle G. T. Ob::~seki. 

ri'he Fiftlt Nominated 1\lt·rnbPr, 
:Mr E. A. S::~ncla. 

ABSENT 

u NOFl~ICIAL MEM:U:ERS 

rl' lw l•'irst Nominated MPmber, 
1'he Venerable Arrhcleacon L. A. Lennon, o.H.:E. 

Tla~ rl'hinl N omin::~tecl Member, 
rrhe Hmwnrnble 1\ A. Odutola, O.H.E. 

PRAYERS 

His Honour 1hP ('ltic.J CommiRRionur upelH~ll 1ltt~ proeee<lings 
with JlrayerR. 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

rrhe minutes of the meeting held on the 14t.h of December, 1948, 
l1aving been printed :1ntl <:il'( :uht.e<l to members, were t.nken as rend 
:m d confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Clerk of the Western House of Assembly: 
:M:embers' ntt.eut.ioH is drn\YII 1o tltt~ · l'_veloRtylecl paper on 

Elections t.o the Central all(l, Hegional E<lw ~ ation Board as laid 011 

their tables yesterday. 'Jlltese eledim1s will bke plaee after the 
meeting of i.he Select Committee on the Eshmates on ll'riclay 
December 17th and the results will be :lllllulm<:ecl in the House 011 
Sat.urdaj\ December the 18th. 

NoTICEs 

Notiees given of .the fol lowing motionl'i \Yere n.unouncecl :-
U) Motion hy t.lw Ar.t.ing- ~er.retary (Finance) t,hat tlH' · -- ·- . J 

House a,(lopl. j ll(' HPport. of r.h(• Rta.nding- r.ommittee 
on Finance. 

(ii) Moi.ion by ihe A('ling Depnty Director of Ag1·iC'ulture 
t.hat the I-fo llHl' f-iPlPd mPmh0rs of f.lte Ror~rrl of 
Agri <'lll f.til'P. 
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(iii) 

( i·v) 

(v) 

('vi) 

( v·£i) 

Motion Ly the ~eeretary, \r(~st.ern Provinces, that the 
House selec·t JJwmLer:; of tilt' ~hadow Oil ·Palm Produce 
ltepreseu tn t;l Vt~ Colll mi U t~l~. 

Motion by the Secl'eLtry, \\'estern Prov1uees, that the 
House select membe1·:; of t.he Shadow \Vestern Regio11nl 
Production Development ]~oarcl. 

Motion by the Secretary, vV estern l>rovinees, that the 
House select members of the Shadow \V estern Cotton 
ltepresentative Committee. 

:Motion by the Second Nominated Member, the Honour
able Akinpeln Obitoies~t. n, o.JI.E., relnt.iug to.t.Jw revision 
of the Constitution. 

Motion by the Acting Seeretary (JTiw:tnee), .relating to 
t.he estimates of expenditure for the service of ·the 
\V estern Region cl uring 1949-00. 

Motion by the Acting Secretary (Finauee), relating to 
the expenditure to be reimbursed by the Nigeria 
Uocon Marketing Board . . 

QUESTIONS 

NO'l'E.--Heplies to (~ue:-;ti~ns Nos. 1, 4 and [j by the First 
Member for the Oyo I>rovin('e; No. :.W by t.he Member for Ondo 
l)rovinee and Nos. 3.2 a}l(l (~;j by the li'ifth N ominatecl Member are 
not yet ready. 

The First Member for the Oyo Province (Chief I.· B. Akinyele, 
o.B.E., the Osi Balogun of lbadan): 
'ro ask the Secretary, \V estern l)rovinces :-

(n) \Vhether any or adequate compensations are paid to farmers 
or planters whose eeonomic trees like Cocoa, Coffee, Kolanuts, Palm 
trees, etc., Cu·e destroyed by Miners? 

(b) If paid, at what rate per tree? 

(c) Is it not eonsiderPd necessary to grant. a portion of the 
Roya.lties collected on mining- to t-he 1\nhve A(llllinistrnt.ions m 
whose area there :tre mining- operat.iom? 

(rl) I I' )l(H'. n.'~H:II',\'. wll:d. pmporl.ion r 
(e) .And if not why r 
Answe·r-

The Secretary, Western Provinces : 
(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) At a rate agreed upo~1 b£'hn•en !he farmer andthe opernror. 
(r:) No, Sir. 
(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Minerals are ·a potentj~d Hmlrce of g-reat 1\'ealth. It is Govern
ment policy to nse the revenue from snc.h wt>:dth to the benefit of tlte 
whole country and not of a limited :uea. · . . · 



--

46 vVestern House of Assembly [Dec. 15, 1948 

The First Member for the Oyo Province (Chief I. B. Akinyele, 
o~B.E., th~ Osi Balogun of Ibadan): 
rl\) ask the Secretary, \V" esteru ProYi Jt('!:'S :-

· (a) How umeh from t.he lJevelopntent li'und wa:-; gr<tltit•d towards 
lbadan Town J!bnuing autl Towu Hoad intJlrovemt:~ n1 . ( 

( ~) \Vhen ·will the \York be stnrted r 
Answc1'-

The Secretary, Western Provinces : 
(a) None, Sir . . 

(b) No detailed town pbu lms yet been prepare<l. 'l' lte preparu
iion iH likely to .take two year:-; and it> l~xpeded lo start within IIH· 
ue:xt year. Imlividual schemes, however, may he .put in Jm nd 
before the ~1etaile<l iuvestigntion is completed. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
To ask the Deputy Director of Agriculture, \Vesteru Provinces:
In view of the reeent d e< ~ ision on the Cocoa Riot Incident and 

taking into coniscleration the Magistrate's remarks as published 
in th~ \\T estern Echo of 21.9 .4t; to th1e effect that " those Coeoa 
S.urvey Officers who went to cut the trees did not produce any 
identity card to prove that they were authorised by the Agricultural 
Officer " and taking into consideration that most farmers are 

.. illiterates, what steps is the Department of Agriculture taking to 
ensure that in future the farmers will have no difficulty in recog
nising the staff of the DepartmPnt who are out ~n ofli.cial duties?· 

Answc?'-

The Deputy Director of Agriculture: 
The ,c;;bff of the Ag-r icult11ral ])<•p;ul mmd-. engaged, on Cocoa 

Survey are providPtl "·it. lt ldi.Ns of idcnt.it.y. Tlw qtw;.;lion of 
providing means of visual identification is nnder ( ~ousiderat.ion; but 
normally it is not eonsi(lerecl desirable that Agricultural Staff should 
wear uniform. It has been proposed that in future swollen shoot 
cutting-out gnngs should be accompanie(l by two representatives of 
the Native Authoritv ~m(l a senior oHi('.i:d trnine(l in the netedion 
of the disease. ·· · 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
rro ask the Deputy Director of Agricu1 ture, \:V estern l)rovim~es:

(a) How many Coeoa Survey Officers are there in Nigeria? 
(b) What are their respective qualifications and duties? 
(c) How many of the.se are NigerianR? · 
(c) In view of the Government poliey of Nigerianisation whnt 

encouragements has the DPpnrtment. giYPn io Nigerians to qnalify 
for this post? · -- --·-

A ns-:w e?'-
The Deputy Director of Agriculture : 

(a.) Three. 
(b) Cocoa ~urvey offic(~ rs Jllusi ltav<· h<\(1 a go<Hl seconclnry 

t'<lueation , pref(>J'ahly with sonH, Pxpel'!PIH'P of Ag-rir·.nlture or 
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ll'orestry; they mu:-;t abo have proved adntinistrative ability. The 
duties of the post entail the supervision anJ administration of the 
Cocoa Survey orga11isatiun UI~<h•r the tliredion of the Offieer-in-
dmrge Cocoa Survey. . . 

(c) N onP. . . 
(d) 'l'lw dailll.'.i uf .N ig·erian candidate~ lvr filling V•tGtmeies in t . hi~ 

establishment are always given full consideration. . 'J1he proposal 
to place the post of Cocoa Survey Officer on the permanent establish
ment should offer adequate encouragement for Nigerians to qualify 
for such post,.,. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda):. 
'ro ask the Deput:y Director of Agriculture, \Vestern Provinces:
(a) How ~uany Agricultural Officers are in Nigeria? 
(b) '\Vhat are their respective qualifications and or Agricultural 

experience? 
(c) How many of these are Nigerians? 

Answe1'-

The Deputy Director of Agriculture: 
(a) Thirty-six. 
(u) 'rhe Member is refened to 'i A Gui<le to posts irn the 

Pen1ument Establislunent: of the Senior Serviee of Nigeria " 
(N.S.S.4, C.M.S. Booln;lwp, L:~gos, priee 3d) which states:-

" Posts are open to men autl women, who should normally 
be not less than twenty-one antl a half nor more th:an thirty 
years of age. A eaw1iclate must hnve acquired a University 
degree in Agriculture or uaturnl science Ol' a diploma o£ an 
Agricultural College of recognised standing which involved 
at least three-year course of study in. agriculture or horticuHure 
(or some similar subject). In addition the candidate must have 
had no_t; less than two years' post-graduate training in agricul-: , 
turul scienee or two yeanl' appron•d post-grad nate OI' post
diploma experience." 

(c) None, as yet. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
'ro ask the Deputy Dircdor of Agrintltnre, '\Vestern Provinces:
(a.) ('i) Ho''' many Agricultural Superintendents or (i1:) Develop

ment Officers are in Nigeria? 
(b) \Vhat arc their. respcet.ive qualificat.iomJ <-md or Agricultural 

experience r 
(c) How many uf these are Nigerians? 

11 n~wer-

The Deputy Director of Agriculture: 
,... (a) .(i) Four Agricultnrnl Superi nt.endentfi. 

~-- ("ii) Eleven Agricultural Development Ofticers. 
(b) Ag·icult'l.tral Superintendents. 
'J1he Member is referred to '' A Guide to posts in the Permanent 

Establishmeitt of the Senior Servi<".e of Nigeria" (N.S.S.4, C.M.S. 
Bookshop 3d) whic.h st.:dPs: - -

' 
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" l'o~h-; :1 re open to lll en and wottttm, who ::lhould normally 
he not less i han twenty-one aml a. hall nor more than thirty 
.Years of n.ge. · At present a ca·mli(1ate must have taken a two 
years' courRe of ~tudy in agriculture, horticulture or <lairying· 
:d. :1.11 approve<1 Coll<~ge or I nstitntP and have been granted n 
dt•g'J'<'!l or d i plottt:t. lit ~ ntttst. :tlso lt:t V<' lw.d not. ll'Hl'{ t.han <JIIP 
yL•nr'::> posi-gmdu:d<~ or post-diploul:t exp<~rience. 'l'he question 
of modifying t hPs<• qunliiic:ttions i:-; :1t ]ll'l'sent under 
consid.eration ''. 

1l !]1'1:1:-~d f ·tt·ml J) e u el o [J'III e nf; 0 jji c t ~ rs. 
AgriculturalJJevelopment Ulticer~ h:lve in tit<\ p:tst beeu appointed 

for their praetieal experienee in Ap;ri<'nlture. 'l'h e matter is now 
under consideration hy GoY(~rll meni.. 

(c) 'None, Sir. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
To a.sk the 'Deputy Director of Agriculture, \Vestern Provinces:
(a) Hov.T niany Gold Coast · Students have so far been trained for 

that Colony in the Agricultural Department School, Ibaclan? 
(b) Is the Department. a·ware that three of such t>tudents have 

been given Senior Service Appointments by the Gold Coast Govern
ment as a result of their traini ug in l\ igeria? 

(c) What are the posts nt present held by Nigerian students 
t.rained along tvit-h thP:-i<~ Gol1l r'o<tst ::;htdt>nts? 

r 

Answe?'-
The Deputy Director of Agriculture: 

(a) r.I\m. 
(b) It it> understo()(l tl1at- hn) :-;1wh l\))poiatmeub; ha.ve re<'ent.ly 

been made. · 
(c) ·Senior Ass]sb.n1. a.JH1 Assistnnt. Agricultural Officers. 'l'he 

member is all'lo referred to tl~c nni:m·cr to CJUPRtion 11 (d). 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
'l'o ask the p0.put.y Director of Agrir:ultun~, vVe~;tern Provinees:
(a) How m:tny Nig<>rians hnvP hf'<'n :-;ent. to tlw ImpPrial Collf~g'f' 

of 'l'ropicn.l Agricttl i 11rn, Tri 11 idnd ~ 
(b) How many of th es<~ bnv<>. sn<·<·esshtlly gone through their 

prescribed courses? 
(c) What are the benefHs of these courses to the Department anu 

to the individuals co'ncerned r . . 
(Cl) Row manJr of these men ], a H~ been conl'lidere(1 for :tppoilltmeut. 

in the Senior Service as : 
I. Agricultural Officers. 

XI. Cocoa Survey Officers. 
III. Agricultural Superintendents. 
IV. Development Officers? 

Answe1·- · 
The Deputy Director of Agriculture : 

(a) Fifteen. 
(h) Five . Two r<\sults not. ,)'('t to 1w.nd. 
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(c) 'l'he beueiils art-\ euhaw·ed ellicieucy ul t.lw Department and of 
the individual. 

(d) 'l'he follo\\·ing :~ppoinlutt•tds are uutler cuu:->i<lenitiou:
J. One. 

U. None. 
] II. Three. 
IV. None. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
'1_1u ask the Deputy Director of Agrieulture, \Vesteru Provinces:

(u) How many Senior Serviee holders are engaged o'u Extension 
1\""ork iu Kigeria; 

(/J) How many of tht•so are .Nigerinusr 

(c) Dot>:-; t.he Department not l:ousider that au Iueren.l:le m the 
munber of Senior Serviee Exteusiou Offieer:s ·will · sp eed up thP 
Agrieultural Development of the ('Ountry? 

!lnswer-

Tl)e Deputy Director of Agriculture: 
(a) It. is uot possibJ,~ to state exai.~ Lly how many Senior Service 

hol<1er::; of the AgrieuHural Department are engaged on extension 
work in Nigeria at any one tinw. 'rite >vork of the specialist officers 
u !' Uw Dep:utmeut (Chemi::;L;, J3obnists and Entomolog·ists) is 
closely clovetailecl into geul·nd extension work; all Senior Service 
officers may lw ~al lP<l on tu perform extension work duties at any 
tlme. 

(h) Nom~, :1 s :v<' l . 
(c) Yes, Sir. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
To ask t.he Deputy Director of AgriC'ulture, \Vesteru J:>ro-\-·inces:

(a) Is the Department satisfied that the farmers of this area are · 
Caking full aclvan(:age of the aet.iviiies of the Department for the 
improvement of lueal agrieulture r 

(b) If so, does the Department not consider the appointment of 
Nigerian Agriculhmtl Propngnncl:1 Officers n <lcsi<leratum? 

. A ns w e·r-
The Deputy Director of Agriculture: 

(a) It is uot possible in gt ~Heralisc. 'rhe Department is ·satisfiecl 
that farmers h:tY<~ l:l k< ~ n hd 1 :Hh:t td age of some of the hcilities 
oHercd; bt1t uut of others. 

(h) No, Sir. _A ::; a general rule the existing trained staff of the 
Agricultural D eparhnent is lw::; t qualified to cany out agricultural 
propaganda work. In· spe<·i::d cir·ctunstances, however, it ·may be 
<l<>sir:~hle t.o supplement. tlte existing Advisory staff by the engage

~,__-....,...,_-m·ent of :->Jh~c i:d prop:1gantla lcal-11:-> for speeific purposes. .Such 
teams luwe in fad :wt.11all:y h e< ·n t~ngage<l when the .nee<l has arisen. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda).: 
To ask the D eputy Director of Agriculture. \\-estern Pnn-_]J_i {~;
(a) What is the polic·.'· of Oyo Farm School: 

7 
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(b) \Yhat. ure the result:; ~o far obtained hom the schemer 
(c) Does the Departnwut eouteutplate the opening of more of ~u('h 

sr.hools in thi;-; area; If not, wh~ · not~ · 

Answer-

The Deputy Director of Agriculture: 
(u) 'l'hl~ Oyo Farm Sehool is ::-; till experimcutal. Its objed is to 

examine the possibilities of training el ementary school boys iu 
improve=d methods of agrieuliure suiiahle for the orchard bush 
llistriets of Oyo l'roviuce. Th e aim iti to settl e the boYs, with th e · 
assitihm<'e of scholar:-:;hips, ou farms of their own. · 

(lJ) Six da t->ses have t->O fur ('. OIIIJlld~~ ~l t.l1P hvo' year period of train
ing. Sixty-seven· stuclen(~ wen~ giYl'll :·who1arshipl'i out of t.he 
t:leveuty-two ·placet:i avnilauiP :11ul ;-;ixly l'lllllpletecl the l:ourse. ln 
acld i linn (o ( IH' 1.\\·l·l Yl' ... ;( tldl'llf ~ " ·ho p:t~~ ~·~l 1111 ( i 11 I !l -l:·i, l'nrl y - n11l' 
Hl.udt\IILH fru111 )JI't \ \'illliH ~·lus:->t'H \\' UI'l' s till Ltl'll1il1g', sen ~ 11 having lefl. 
their farms for Y~trious reasons . 'l\vcnty-two out of a class of 
twenty-four ex-::;ervicemen <'omp]pted the ·c·miJ.;,Se iu J!HS and haYe 
gone out to their farmt->. 

(c) Yes, Sir. A school · has beuu opened at Ogbumo::;ho. The 
opening of others will be mflcle possibl e wh en Hhd'f and 1nnd .. are 
available. 

_., .. 
The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 

'ro ask the D eputy Director of Agriculture, \V esteru Provinces :
(a) \Vhat iH· the aven1ge yiell1 of eotton on local farms in Oyo 

Province pe1: acre ver annum for the last seven years? · 
(b) If a fall in yield s is indicated wha.t is responsible for the drop 

in yields and what ~-;teps hns the Depfll'inH'llt bkPn to rPmedy the 
:::i tua tion? 

.1nsVOC1'-

The Deputy Director of Agriculture: 
(a) Figures are not available. 

(b) The Department is aware that falls in yields have occurred 
in the past few years and investigations have shown that this has 
been clue to a eomhination of unfavourable seasons and several kin(ls 
of inseet p<~s t s . Thi t-> ma.tter hat-; been the subj ec t of a joint enquiry 
between departmental specialists and specia.lists of the Empire 
Cotton Growing Corporation. Curreut experiments at Moor 
Pl:ud:d.ion indicnte thnt t.l1( ~ usr of an insl~ci.icid(~ C'ont.aining D .D.'r . 
shows profllit->e of being succest->fnl, but its pri1di('al applien.tion to 
local . eotton growers i8 as yet unproved. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): . . ·~-- ... ----
'To :~sk th e D eputy Di J:eetor of Agriru lture, \V estern Provinces :
( o) \Yh y is it n ec·pssa ry in n p 1io1 n t. a European Secretary in the 

Department~ 1 

(b) It-> the D epartment of Agri!'ult.ure sat.isfiPcl that this post can
not be filleo from 1orn1 material? 
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Answer-

The Deputy .DireCtor of Agriculture : 
(a) Vrovisim1 has lH·'<'ll lli:Hll' i 11 j h<' <ll•n•lnpntPil t l'st·illl:l jl'S for 1 wo 

SC<'ret:ll'ies for N igerinu JJl!adquarjl'I'S <~ll<l Olll ~ l~<ll ~ h l'or thl· Nort.hl'l'll 
and \Yestern ltegioual Headquarien~. '!'h ei r purpose is to deal 1vitlt 
the increased offi<'e work re~mHinp: hum :1gr:i('ulturul devdopm ent 
and thereby to r elease Agricultural Offict'l's hom office work . 

(b ) Two necrctari es only have l>een appoiuted. One is a 
N igeriun, the other i::; a Europea.u. 'l'he D epartmen t is sat i sfi<-~ ll 
tl1ut local material eonld not till both posis. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
To :.1sk tile D eputy Diree jor of Agriculi ure , \\ rl·s lem PruYi ll<"es : -

(o ) Docs the Depal'i:m eu t contemplate t. le empl oyme nt: of a S tatis-
ticinu as in;li e:d ed in th e IU4H- - ~!I E st ,natesr · · 

(b) Is it a f:1et that an Assistant Agricultnral Officer , Grncle Ill, 
" ·ho has a Yaba Diploma in Agri eultun·, an Inter. B. Com. (Loudon) 
and seven year::; ex pe ri ence in the Ag-rieultura 1 D epartment has 
sometime iu 1948 been tra·nsferred iu ilt e Depurtment of Statistics? 

(c) 1£ HO, aiHl if tl1e au :-:; \\·t'r lu Jll Y <llwstiou (o) uhove i:-:; in the 
affirnuitive, does the D epartmen t of A griculiure not consider this 
a wa stage of trained per sonuel r 

Ans wc·t-

The· Deputy Director of Agriculture: 
(a) Y es, Sir. 

ment ERt.imates 
Statistician:-:;. 

(h) Yl ~s, Sir. 

Provi:-~ion lu.u; heen mach~ i 11 the N igerian D evelop-
1948-49 for thP P-mplo,Ym ent of h,·o AsRiRtant. 

(c) Th e officer wa s tr:.mtlfened at his o\\'n re<llH:'Ht. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
'l'o ask the Secr etary; \Vestern Provinces:-

(a) \Vhat .are the qunlifieatious requin~ tl fur an iwlivillual befon~ 
being gazeUed by the Uhvernment as :1 Produce Expert? 

(7J) vVho are the Produc·e Experts in KigPl'i<l? aml what ]ll'O(luce 
experience have they; 

(c) Are some · of these Ex peds not appointed because t h ey are 
employees of Produce li'inns awl not b eea nse they . r~r e all iwliYi-
flually , practically qualified :.1s Experts? . 

(d) I s Goverument aware that ther e are many Africans with man~' 
years of closer and longer exp erien ce in pro(lur- e traclc•, wlw [ll'e 
lwtt.er qualifi e(l than those now apopinterl aH Experts? 

(e) I s it. Govrrnmc•nfs polir·~· nnt. t.o <1ppoint. A frinm s ns Prochl<'e 
].,. . t •,) 
~xper s. 

(f) If (c) :ll)oH! is iu t.l1e tH'gatin~, !':111 Government gi,-~~ under
tak.ing thnt. q:ualifi<~ d Afric·:1ns will h t> uppoiutPcl nmon g Produee 
Experts in future ? 
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Answer-

The Secretary, . Western Provinces : 
(a) The qualification hit h erto dl'nt~t ud ~d lw~ been . that. au imlivi

dua l should be a ·• fit aud.proper" ]Je rson. Under section :z;J (1) 
of fhe Agriculture Ordinauce, J !J48, t il e Cflllll ifica.tiou i t> eh :..wge<l to 
1eaJ. '· ~uitably exp erieuceJ. .. . in ret>pl~ c:i. of any kin<l of pruduee ''. 
It is generally und en;toocl t hat an iiHlividual who i ~ ::;elected i:-; a 
per::;on who can g ive <L reliable opinion by virtue of hi ::; teclmical 
training ::md/or his practiea l exp erience in t he nwrkding , storage 
a.nd ex1Jort of the procl UC'.t! <'Oll<'<!l'llcr1. 

( 6) The member i~ r eferred to fhe li ~t:-> ,4£ produce experts g iven in 
Government Notice No. 1008 in UazeUe. ~o. 14 of J3t1~ December, 
HJ46. Government Notir.e N o. 1551 in Uuzette N o. ;)7 of 30t h 
October, .lD47. Guverntnent Noti c ~ e K o . .L71!J iu Gazette· No. til 
of 27th November, 1847. lL is no( possi bl e to giYe detail s of the 
exp erienee of all t ltl~He in<lividual ~ . 

(c) No, S ir,. 

(d) Govenmtent. is aware i.lwt· lltt' l'e ~II'<' man .v Africans with year;:; 
o.l' .n.x pnril'tll"l ' in lito prodlll'( l l.r:ld<·. Inti. llti:-; (II' il:wll' do( l/'4 11ol. llliCOtl

::;urily muke Uwm udter qualifil'd lo :t!'( (lS J)rochwp K·qwrt.H t.lmn 
those hitherto appointed. 

(e) · Afrieans have ~lready uetm •~vvuinted as Pro<1uee ExpPrts , 
as a study of the N otice:-; m ent.ionPcl in (h) aho~e will show. 

(f) Does not ariHP. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): · ----. 
. To ask the Secr etar y, \V estPrn .Provinces :-

(n.) \Vheth er i1 is true th~t. a scheme for Local Government 
Heforms was tabled ~ t, the last SC'ssiou of the Eastern House of 
Assembly all'cl aceepte(l ~ 

(b) If so, what nrrangemenh; are being made in the \Vestern 
Province8 (i) for a ~imilar bold scheme towards autonomous Local 
Government system and (1:i) for the provi sion of superior posh; in 
ihe Native Ar1ministration Servic~e? 

(r;) Ho1v soon will Hllf'll a RC' h f' m P- lw hicl on ilte Table of this 
House .for clebaie? 

Answe?·-

The Secretary, Western Provinces : 
(a) N o, Sir. A ::;elect c:ommit.tee was a.ppointed by His Honour 

the Chief CommiRsioner, Eastern Provinces, to carry out a full 
r eview of loea.l government in the Eastern Provinc·es uncl to make 
reemllmencbt.iow; . Th8 CommiHee's rPpod h:1 s rPeently been mafl e 

· public. 

(b) (i) Cireum sln nces :ll'<' clifh~ rent. in th~! \\' eRter n Province(; nncl 
it is not consid er ecl that :1 :full-sca le reYiE'w of local government is--
neet· hK<H:'>' · l)ropoHnl:-; han', howPYe l·, lwPn macl e for the appoint
meld. of a st:nuhn g- <'Olltmiitc•<• of thi s Honse , whieh >vi1l meet 
r egularl y to <'Onsicl er nn<l lll:tkf' rp(·ommC'lHla1icms on matters of 
gen er :t1 poliry. · 
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(ii ) \\'itl1 r egard io ~ u li.ve A dmiu is in d.i o u ::;enior s l, a ll · tlw 
ltl t'lllb ~~ J' i ::; nd'e n ed i.o ih l' <lii S \\'l ~ l' to <1n es iiou N o . ;2:J. 
The Fifth Nominated l\'lember (.Mr E. A. Simda) : 

'l'o a s k th e S en e tnry ( FiualH'l~). \\' L•s il'ru Provin t:e::; : -

(a) \ V lt ether i t i s t n l P. t hat ret iri n g allo\r u.n ces a nd gratui t i es t o 
N ative Aut hority emplo.\·pps nl'l' ~dreatly b eiu g paid in th e E a::; t ent 
J>rov i n ees? 

(b) If so, t o b w\\· ihe l' c <J S()IL for th e d e lny iu 1·egurd t o the 
\V t>~Steru Provi.nt l's Scl1 ellll' \\'hid1 d e Lt y it i tS Ulllle r ;:; tood i ::-~ eausing 
embarras;:;m ent t o oifi ein~s and emp]oyee8 of N :tt ive A uthorities who 
have r ecen t ly or a1·e abou t io retire hom t lte services of N u.tive 
Administr ation r · 

(1') If ih e . pro tr~ll' te rl <ll~ la y is eau:-;ed by th e N ative Aut horiti es 
b y no t expressiu g opinion on 111<> S('h f' nH~ , what is beiug (lone t.o 
accel erate fiual nppruval ? 

A 'JI. S•I/,'(''1'-

The Secretary (Finance), Vv cslcrn Provinces : 
(a) Yt'S, S ir . 
(b ) D ecis ion \Vas d ela yed iLl ()l'(l ('J' i.o eo-unliuale t h e vVestern 

Prov inces se hemt~ wi t h ilwse of Uw North and Eu.~St. The vVesi.ern 
Provinces <haft sch elll e wns i s:m Btl to N ative A uthorit.ies in July . 
N tt tive A utlwriti l's are d elllo(' rai ic bodies and i t i s n ecessary f or t h em 
io eou~ult. the ir p eopl e b efore lrtrge iiuauei itl eommitme111i.s are under -
taken. ' rltis is boun (l to take :-;om e t ime . · 

(e) N a tiY u Au tll!l r it i L~ s :1 re bl' i 11 g pn• stS L'tl not tu tl e b y t hL·i r 
<l ecis ions UJU'easo nttbl .v. · 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda) : 
'l'o ask the Secr etary (F ilt:lllt'L') , \Ve~Ste rn Proviu(' e;.;:-

(o) \YhPt.hr! l' ih t' Cttt•siabli ::; l~t•d Staff of th e \ Ves tern l>ro v iuee;.; 
haYe now lwen paid ~ ~ l'l'l'~trs of the r evised W<tges r ctro sp eei.i ve to 
Janu a ry , 1946 , a s iu ihe Easi.eru Prov inres and ns recommended 
bv a .Jo iui Commiit t·t ~ of K aiiv t> Aut horiti es aud F. U .N. A .S. 
r~presenta.tiv es sin r t' .Tnl,,· ln si ~ 

(b) If noi, what :l <'< 'OUtlis for i hi s tl e la:v an(l wh~t t are th e 
authorities doing t o g iv <~ tlw sam <' iiiillH'tliai e reli e f, a s in t he · 
EnHtern ProYiJII 't' :>, to lltl' I . JII ':-dahli~:dl<'<l Shtl'f of the ·\Ves t ent 
J>rovillet•s ~ 

.·lns wt'r-

'l'hc Secretary (Finance) , Western Provinces: 
(a ) 'el11 ~ Hlll·~t.abli s lll·Ll s tall' of son1e K ntiYt' Aut.lwr.itil's ll ttn• lwen 

paid nrn~ ~tl · s io J:1nuary , JU·Hl. Otlt <' I'S ltnn! not . . 
(h) Tt w:ts II'H to N aiiYe ;\utlwrit.i.l~ :-; th emse h e:-; to uuplem e n t 

th e n ~ f'llllll lH' JHl:tti o t l o f the j o itli <·ommitt Pt' h eld in .}ul ~. Som e 
~al:iYe Autlt o rit it· s lt:tn• ll'>i h<'t'll ~ th!t· to :tl'i'!lrd tltt• t ' XJH'Il :> t ~ In vol v (~ d . 

The Fifth Nomine1ted !\'I ember (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
'.l'o a s k ilw S Pnl'l: t n ' , Vill:tll< 'l'), \Vl·s t<'l'lt l'rov.inl'es : -

(o ) (i) \Vhi ch Nn t: i~-~. Adlllin .i:-.dration s i11 tlt c \ Vest.t-'1'11 Prov inees 
hav e r ecein·d benefii. s undl'l' t h f' Colonial DevPl opmeu t :U'1mds w ithin 
th e lu st ihl'l' l' y enrs :t11d ( ii ) ,,·h:ti kintl uf ])l' n efit s have they 
r eceived ? · 
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( IJ ) \Vha t plan m }Jlu.m; a re b eing made toward s construdion of 
u ew road s wid ening a nd t aning of the existing road.s of the import
ant towns of th e \ Vestern Provi nr.es , und er i li e Colmtia l D evelop
m eHt Funds r 

(c) \Vlw11 wil l t lH· Ih:td:tll Town l)b111lin g Sdlt'llll\ . ~tlr · t·ad .v 
surveyed b e uwl er!ak eH by ei t h er the Central GoH'l'lllU< 'Ill ur 
Ibud an (L ocal) Authority ~ 

fl ·ns·weP-' 

The Secretary (Finance), vVestern Provinces : 
(a) (i) All N :d:ive A clministndions . 
('t:i ) ~rhe m ember i s re f en ed to His Honour 's lJrinted :u l<lress, 

which prov id es information on the developments carried out eaeh 
year . 

(b ) Plans :u·e be ing <1r:twn up by committees uppointell iu 
a cconlance with the 'l'own l'lan.I,ting Ordinance . One-thin} of the 
cost of approved pb11s will be met from Colonial Development 
Fun d s. 

(f') '.L'h e m ember is n·h·n·P<l to th e an Rwer to <JU est.ion N o. 3. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
11o ask tl ~e Secrehny, ·yrc·stern P rov inces : -

\Vhat. arr::mg-ements ;1re bei ug made by Government for the tra in
ing undt;r 111<· l'<'<'l'nt I'<'< 'OlllllH'l\(l:dion of th e Foot Commission of 
:--uitahly qtwlifietl <":tndid:ll<•;-; i11 tht• l ' nih·cl K ing<lom as Municipal 
'l'reasurers, 'l'own Cl<~ l'ks or A<lm iII i :-; i 1';\ t i \'t ~ s (~Cretaries a.ud as Hea<ls 
of other N ative AdminiRtrntion Dc•p:trlm<·nis , r·.q., Electricity and 
\Vaterworks U ml ertnki11g's and !hP JIP:dilr S<·nicc·s , Pte. ? 

A nsw e-r-

The Secretary, Western Provinces: 
Fn r.iliti<:•s for ilr e iraining of t n ' :l S liH!I'I" ir1 N ig l!l'i:t :ll'e <"oll s i<l er e (l 

a<l equnte . Employ m ent of fu l l h11H ~ ltP:\(1 :-; of dr·pndm ents ~:1 1 1 
onl y hP justifi f~ cl in th e cas<~ of :1 f ew of t he l:t l'g' t" l' N ative A uthoritic•s 
and in su('h en :-;es oftir el's :\1'( ' se('mt<l ed from G oventment D epnrl 
m enis \dwrt~ f ull f:wilit ic·,-; for 1rnining <!Xis!. rl'he qu eRtion of 
tra ining 'J\ nnt Clerks a 11 d A <1111 in is 1r:d.i ve Seer etari es i s under 
consider a bon n n d G ove1·n m Pll t ·wi 11 w el r om t' :-ruggestion s from 
m emb er s of this House nn tlti s Yt'l' :V illlporhwt. nta t t l'r. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
'l'o :1s·k the Serrd:n :v , \Yt's teJ ·n Prov in< 'PR: -

\Vh eth er rJ ov t~ l'llllH'Ili is 110\1' ir1 :1 pos ition (.o Sll gg·<•st a. s nbst.it.nt<' 
f or t h e word " N at.ive "? 

Answer-
The Secretary, Western Provinces : 

'rh e nw mher is n~ fP l ;l' e <l io ih<~ Holwurnhl<-~ t . lH~ Chief Sec r etar.Y's 
sp eech on thi s snhi<·d in lit<' last nt ee ti11p; of th e L<~gi :-; lative 
Coun (· il - :d p:lf~' <'s' l !l7'-?tl0 of tlr!• lkbaiPH. N o· s ing le suitablP 
:\Jt(•J '11:1 I iY<' fo1: til <' \\ ' OI'cl " 11:\liYt ' " --- in it s propPl' se nse-is nvail 
:thl• in fl t t• Eng·li s lt l:t ll g' ll :lg' t' . C;t,\' t' l'lt lllt'llf lt:1 s , hnwt•Yt'l ', :l gT<'!'tl 
fo :t\'tJid !It t' \\'()I'd :1.'-' l':tr :t s poss ildt· i11 fltt• l'ulure . 
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The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
'1'o ask the Deputy Direetor of Eel tl<"ation, \Vestern I>roYinces:

((/) \Vhy N at.iYe 1\ uthurit \' ' '1\•;wh en; of the \\'" esieru 1'rovi11ee:-; 
:~re lwing t.renLPd, :~s J't•g-nnl~ J't't'('td n~,· ision ol' sa lari( •:-;, (lii.1'erently 
I rottl ( lo\'t'l'lllllL'Il ( ilttd /o r N n! i \ ' t ' ,\ u ( k1ri ( y 'l'eut·lit't'S tll' · t.ht• 
Northern aml Eastern Provinces~ - ·· 

(b) Does the Govenunent tll' the KatiYe Authoritie':; nut think that 
in any radieal changes of policy, a:-; iu the ease' of the eomli tious of 
service of the " Testern l>rovinces NatiYe Authority '1'eachen;, · affect
ing a section of the worken; their view:-:; ~-dwulcl be ascertained before 
any desired cha11ges are made? · 

(c) (i) If so, ean this diilm·ential treatment be jw-;tified on the 
eunvietiull by Government that the iinaueial position of the Eastern 
l)rovinces is Homuler than tit at of the \Vest P (-£-i) If _uot, what wuH 

· -· · re~;ponsible for thP clt>C'ision macl e ~ 

Anstuer-

The Deputy Director of Education : 
((/) '1'he Native Authority rrearhe1·s in the \Vestern Provinees were 

never on the snme sc·:des of :sabry as Government or Native 
Authority Teaelu'rs in the Xodhcrn :t1Hl Enstern Province:;. They 
were on the s <~m e sc·.:dt•s as Yolnut<ny Ag·ency 'I'eachers (i.e. Mission 
Teaehers). It. wns <~onsiflerecl bot.lt logica l ahcl fair therefore that 
Na.tive Autlwrit~-· 'l'eac·her:-; shoulcl follow the procedure prescribed 
for Voluntary Age11ey 'ren<'hers in regarcl to the recent revision of 
salaries. Furthermore, by (loin g so, auother ste]J is taken to <.tchieve 
the unified t(!:tclling servic·e ,\·hieh is the rleclarecl pol icy of 
Governmen I . · 

(lJ) No rarlical c·lwnge in policy is invcih·ecl so tlu.' tptestio n clues 
not nrise. 

(c:) (i) No, Sir. 

(il) The member Is n •ft•r i·(·•cl to parag-raph ((/.) · :1hovt• . . 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
To ask the Deputy Direc:tor of 'J~clucation, \Vestcrn Provinres:
(a) \Vhether in view of tlt t • sl10rtn g-e of Seience teachers in 

K io·m·ia todav Oovc~l'lllllC'lti will no1 c:ollsicl<!t' the use of Colonial n . . , 

Dev(dopllletlt. Funds , fpr t lte st~t·ottclll)(~tti of fi.H.y or more Sl'it•nee 
teachers f1·on1 the 1 T 11i 1 t~tl 1\ i It gel om em special c-otdract for -five years , 
to ten<'.h i11 all our St~t·cmclnry S<'hools in N igL·ri:1 ( 

(/J) '\Vht'!ltl'l' (]ovt•l'_ltlll!'ti1 clot ~ s not t:onsiclt!l' it twc·pssary to 
encourng:e S tt<:h ::)cit•Jtt'(' tenclters h_v ofh~ ring t ltPm specia.lly high 
salaries t111 Ll pnymL•td of :ttlt•tpw( . t~ ~ums towards their I-JL'Jlsious- and 
Provident Fund:"? 

(c) \Vhei:her Govenllltt·td tlot•s uot feel \hat the British :Ministry 
ui Eclurntim1 will c·cnt.tl-' !c1 Nigeri it' s aid if approach ed for this 
purpose? 

.·1-ns-w(' r--
The Deputy Director of Education : 

(a) Provision is ma<le in tltP Nigeria11 Estimates Head 50. 
Development :m<l \Yplf~lrt> 8Pc1ion 1, for the payme'nt. of expatrjat." 
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staff for Vol untn.r,y Agetiey Seeondary Sehools in Nigeria. 'l'he 
Director of Education has recommendrcl to Government that eighty
eight graduates, of whom :~hnut thirty Rlwu]cl be (}l.wlified in 
Science, ::;hould lw recruite<l for Oov<'l'nm<·ni :11111 Vohmt:1 ry Ag<~1ll'·Y 
i usti tu tionH. 

(b) In view of t.lll~ need for all iypeH of te~tchen:; it 1voul(l lw 
invidious to make di tdindion betwe<'ll the :salary terms of members 
of the same profession. 'l'he member is no doubt aware that then· 
still exists a grent shortngl' of Seience teachers throughout t.Jw 

. Commonwealth. 

(c) Government lws already approached the British Mini~try of 
Education, anrl certain locnl Education Authorities in the Ur' ·,d 
Kingdom have · alreacly agree<l to second teachers to post. ..ue 
Colonial Serviee for periods of up t.o five years, without loss o uper
n.nnun.tion rightt>. The :Ministry of Education has recently 1ssuecl 
a Circular encouraging Local Education Authorities to bring t1w 
existing vacaneies to the notice of their teachers. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
To ask the Secretary, \Vestern Provinces:- · 

(a) \Vhat are the l'l!ason;-; why the projected telegraph liues 
between the important Co_mmereial towus of Oshogbo and 
Ogbomosho in Oyo P:rovince have HOt b een constructed? 

, (b)· \Vhether Government. l'an sny 1m:ris(•ly when the work of 
construetion wi] l com men r.e r 

Answer- . 

The Secretary, Western Provinces : 
(a) The Oshogbo-Ogbomosho telegTll ph lim~ has ninth priority in 

the . Telecommunication Development Programme for the \Vestern 
Region. These priorities were fixed by !lw ]{pgiond Dt>velopmenl. 
Committee. · 

(b) The exaet. <l:ttl' < ~~mnot. be gin·n ,Ji prt·sent. rrht· project has 
nilt been itH·.lurled in tlw 1~)-W- rlO EstiJJJ<J!t•s. 

The· Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
'I'o nsk the Secrcbry, \Ves tcrn l'rovin<'t'H: -

(a) How many applications for telcpho11e ins!:ilhdions are now 
on tile waiting list in the \Vestcru Hegion; 

(b) How many such applicntionR ]J;tv<~ he<'n rect~ iYe<1 from Ibadan, 
Abeokuta, ljebu-O(le, Oshogbn, 1l<'t·dta, 1 ft• , Owlo, Akure, }Varri, 
Sapelc, and Benin City respectively:' - - ------

(c) Whether tlw inability on t.l1e Jllll't of UH· Postt> ~11111 'l'<dt•g-raplls 
Department to supply t.he teJepholleH is clue to (.£) i(•elmical ditficnl
tieR, ('i:'i) lnck of funds (ii·£) Lwk () r lll<ltt~ ri:tl :1 lld I or l:Jr·k () r liH~ ll ~ 

(d) If f:overn1nrnL is JlCJ\\' i11 :1 pos ili1'11 lu ;-; :ty \\'lr<'ll tlw :tpplicauls 
in the different. localitiPs <':tiL hope to l1:1\'t~ tdt~phmleR installed:> 

. ,... . 
-#j~ 
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.:l n~wer-

The Secretary, vVestern Provinces : 
(a) Four hundn'd ~tll<l thirty-five. 
( IJ) 1 badan 152 

Abeokuta 41 
Ijebu-Ode 57 
Oshogbo 37 
Desha 16 
Ife 23 
Ondo :20 
Akure 8 
·\Varri 16 
Sapt•l<·· l() 
]~enin .City J :2 

(~') Due to luck of material ancl sinff. 
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(d) Every effort will be made tu lJrovide all the telephone services 
required when the outstanding- materials arrive and staff is. avail
able. It is regretted that no speei'fi.c times for the different localities 
can be give11. · · · 

The Member for the Omlo Province (1\'lr J. B. Arifalu) : 
To . ask tlw Depu(.v nin•etor of Public '\VorJ.:H, . '\\TestPl'Jl 

Provinces :-

(i) Is it a fact that Govenunent lws approved · of J.Le c;onstruction 
of the Ose River Bridge to connect lshua Kukuruku Roncl to be 
financed from the DeYelopment li'unds, ai1d 

(h) To ask when work on this · bridge iH likely tu commence? 

Ans'I.OC?'-

The Deputy Director of Public Works : 
(i) Yes, Si1·. 
(i1:) It i;:; nul possihlt' (o gtve a definite r eply as io the date of 

com menceilient. 'l'his will depend on the nature of the l.)ridge site, 
whi<'h is no\\· being ~uney<~ cl, n.nll oil the nvnilnbility of Engineering 
statr. -

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
'J'o :tsl\ tltt• Sendary (FinaJt('t!), \\~e :·deru l'rovineeti:-

(11) ~u \'it·w of the fad Uwt t.he·l"igt~ria Loc·~tl Developlllent Board 
\\·ill nwl::P loans to AfriC'all Husirwss ' Meu only on production of 
St•ctniiy, ,\'lH•thL·r the Huard \\'ill consider :llld aecept landed 
p1·operties iH Lhe l>ruiec.tm:1 tp as gootl se<·nrity for such loans? 

(h) If not , why 110t? 
An~·we'l'-

The Secretary (Finance), \t\1 estern Provinces: 
(u) 'l'lH~ ~ igeria Loeal Development. Board is l>ei11g replaced lJy 

ltegionnl J)n\'l•loptlll'td; Boanls in ac<'ordance with the Bill at. present 
before this House. 'l'he questiou of security for nclvaneC's will lw 
.lll'iJJt:l.l'ily one for the Bo:uds thernsel ve~:; to decide. 

(b) Doe::; not. arise. 
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The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
To ask the Secretary, \V estern Provinces :-

. (i) h it a fae.t !.ll<lt Protectorate land utul landed properties are 
Hot murtgag·e<tbl u to Bank:-; and Cm11111 e n·.ial Firms without the 
p ermis:-; ion of the Uovenwr, and 

(ii) 'rlwt it usun ll y take :-; :-;ix to eight eea mun ths before permission 
can be obtained~ . 

A 'tl.~we·r-

The Secretary, Western Provinces : 
(i) Yec, S ir , 'Iht• jJOliey e:->i.ablit>hed by S ir JJouald Cameron iu 

1U35, n.nd approved b.v tl~t~ Se c ~retary of State >va::; that mortgages of 
urban l and to nli e11 1:-> whatever th. E~ t.itlP of tlH' mortgagor l easehold or 
otherwi se wen-' to b e p enniit<'d · 

(a) Only in Yorubalnnc1, 

(h) Only in <ll' e<l:-> in whid t.l1 e :Kat.ive Authoritie::; con cur, 

(r:) Anrl proYi(lecl that on fnr e:·wlosure the mortgagee receives 
110 more than <I leaH<' . or .a 1·ip;ht. to occupy for a number of 
,Vt':ll':-> ll()( t'\t't•t•tlinp; +ifl .v. 

'l'l1 e NatiYt~ Aullluri(it•:-; wl1n lill\'l' so far ccJll<'lll'I'Ptl art· thu :-;e of:

(i) 'rhl' E gba ])jyi :-; ion of i h<• A beokuta Province, 
(it:) The reo''"n f> of Tba(Lm, o~hogho, He, Ileshn i1n the Oyo 

Province, and 
(i ii ) 'rhe rl'owns of Ij uh11-0d(', Sh<1g:mn1, :mrl Ij eln1-l g bn in the 

Ij e bu P rovi11 t:L'. -

rl'he ren~nn unrh~rlying· i.hiB poli<'y i~ to prevent large scale aliena
tion to :diPns :md i.he c·on s t ~ (j1Wil( cli~po s~ession of indigenous 
p ersons :lllCl families of tl11 ~i r land. 

(i'i) No, Sir. N ow that 1-l1 e Ih•p;imwl Lnml Offiee has b een estab
li s hed :d Ihaclnn, , ;unv (lc~Liv \\'hi<"l1 lll:I V ll:t\' t~ lH~r.n t~xperi enc.e rl in 
til<' pa s i should nol 1:ecnr. · · 

The Fifth Nominated Mctnber (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
rl'n ask th e Secrct~1ry, \\r estern 1hovince~:-

(u) \Yh ei h er (l OVE':l'lllll C'll t clc>es 110! t'Oltsicler that the unnecessarily 
1 ong time i:1 ken to n bb iu the Goven10r ' s approval to those land 
cleeclt; is inclin:ctly ret·dricli11p; hncle ~mel impeding Commercial 
progress of HH~ people of nl(-~ Vrol edor:l1e ~ 

(7,) \Yh r. ihPl ' Govc~rnnwnt will l'Oilsiclt•l' tlw am endment of the 
JHovisiuns of t.l1 c Laws, whic~h will t~nnbl e His Exeellency t}w 
G ov('rnor to rl el t ~ p;n te. his powers of final n ppr ova l of the land-docu
m ents in tl1 e Prot.edorat e to tile• CJ,j ef Commissioner s in order to 
save the unneeessary wn ste of hnw thnt is u sually involved? 

A. 'll.qc e1·-· 

The Secretary, Wesf·ern Provinces: 
( 11) Yes, Sir. 

· (7)) 81<-'ps h:1y(• :1ln· : ~rly lJN•n L:t kc ~ n to t hiR <~ 11(1 nnd the cl eleg-ation 
nf d1p UoYc~rnor's lHl\\'(•rs (o tlw ()hief Cnmmissinn0r, \Vest.rrn 
Prnv illl'C' :->, :-; llOultl lw publi s lll'd in ( lit• near fntnre. 
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The Fifth Nominated Member (l'vlr E. A. Sanda): 
To ask the Seeretary, \Vesteru l>roYiuee:-; : -

. ln view of tlll~ e<·onOlllic an<1 coJllmer('i<d th•velopmeHt of the 
c·.<nmhy aml the beL that the European Banks in Nig·eria will 
neither couutenan(·e nor consider any land or landed property in 
the l>rotedorate a:-; <1 good security fm obtaining financial facilities 
Ly Afri't·.an bur-;im•ss men; is it not time that Government should 
seriout>ly consider Hll imJJl<)tliute eshtblislnnent of Land Banks in the 
l)rotectora.te of Nigeria, from wher e lancl property owners in the 
I>rotedorute ean uLtain fiJW1H'ial Lwili ties to clevelop their lands 
and. to do active i r<Hh•; 

.cl 11.S1lWI'-

'fhe Secretary, Western Provinces : 
No, Sir. '11 ll e esbblislnm·llt of b,mb is u matter for private 

enterprise. OovPrHllll~Ht. iH prm11ot i ng ere<1it. faei lit.ies by the estab
lishme-nt of H egional Develuplllt!H( Hoanls allld by the encourage
ment of '_llhrift untl Loan societies . 

The Fifth Nominated Member ('Mr E. A. Sanda): 
To usk th e Ser.retnry, \Vestm·n Provinl't's :-
\Vhether Government will <·onsid er th<> setting· up of a Court of 

Inquiry 'I'C lmul tenun~ gt!IIPl'nlly lll·ilw l)rotedorate with a view to 
settle teehnit·n 1 pl·,,blt•nJ s of ouhd:nnd i ng- tliffi r uli..ies; 

A'nsweJ·-
The Secretary, Western Provinces : 

No, Sir. Tl1 e proLll·l1Js of bnd tt•nun~ h:tv e lwL'n rece1vmg the 
:1ttention of Govcrnmen t for <I long tim e . Progress has been held 
up by the \V n.r .-m<l by :;; ltor L< tges of st,dL \Vheu the Rta.ff of the 
recently established R egiounl La JH1 Oftif~ e n t Ibatbn is brought up 
to full siT <' IJ g"th such problem s will recPin· l' :l r1y :dJe.ntion from the 
ltegion :tl .1\ ss isbnt. Co JJJ:ni ssioner of Lanfls. 

MOTIONS 
\ 

The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces: 
Your Honour, I hr'g to move : 

"'l' l1at till• IlotiS<' ndopt t.IH· Ht ' jHll 'i ol' ti1c· S!:JIH1ing Committee 
on li'inance ''. 

The Secretary, Western Provinces : 
Your Hm10ur, T 1·ise (n ser·mH1 . 

His Honour: 
Til<• qnt•stioll is'' 'l'i1:1t t.i1i s IJlotioll i . ..; :tl't't•pt:ll>i<• i.o tl1l' House". 

'l_'lwse in fa your s:t \' · · ; \ vc· · ·, !i1ost· I,, lilt• t'llll t r :ti 'Y '' 1'\ o. '' 'l'ht• 
';Ayes" h:tveit.' · 

The Secretary, vVestern Provinces : 
Yonr Hmwur, 1 ris<~ io nloYP: 

'' ' l' l1:tt S!.auding Uules lllld ()l'l1<·rs ht ~ :-;uspcn<let1 l.o atlmit 
ame11<lment of t h e p1.1 Lli ::;h e<1 Order of t he D ay Ly post
poning the 2nfl, 3n1 , 4th a]](l 0 th motions as they appear 
on t he Ord er until afipy t he Hill s have been. bken and in 
the case of the sixth :Motillll i l1:tt it be post{Jl)ued until a 
hit•l' rl:Jte in this m eei i11g. " · 
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Now, 'Your llo:uour , lll:t,V r n ~tunt hl lltdhodt:\ by which tLis 
org-nni:-;a(ion will work, ilte 111d.Jwd s L1id down in this Bill. 

'l'lt (' find p:trl o!' IIH· Bill is Fot'Ilt:tl 1111d ('Oilhtins <ldiniiion s. 

Pad s] I, I I 1. :t lld I\ ' ('()\'('!' tlH· !'onsl d u1.io:u :tuc1 1lte funetions and 
!he fi~lilll<'r of the l\brkd.illg' Hoard. Th e Hoarc1 will r-onsist of a 
Chairman, :uul l\Hl oHic·i:t! ~nmnher :::;J \Yh o will be the Director of 
Agriculture :uul the Director of Marketing ancl Exports, and three 
U nofli.cin l M eml1ers of whom i \\ ' O will come from the Eastern 
Provinces uncl one from the \'{estern I>rovinces. Now , lest that 
preclomi:n:til Ce of thP E:1sll'nt J>rovin<'e:-> shoulcl cause any heart
lmrning, let me remi.ncl t.lH ~ Hc.rusl' 1lt:d: important a::; the Oil Palm 
industry i:-; in 1ltu \V esiern FroYim·es, except in the \Vani ancl Be,nif1l 
Province11 it t:lkcs a secowl phcc! io Coco:1, wh ereas in the Eastern 
Provi,uces it is unrivalle<l a:-; the paramount export crop. The 
tomlilge of P:llm Oil exported in lD47 from the Eastern Proviucet:l 
was .1 0\000 tonR compurr-cl wi ( !1 20) 000 tons from the Western 
Pruvinc.es; all<1 of l'a ln1 K ernc·ls, 1'2:3,000 tu.ns from the Eastern 
Province11 compared "·ith 64, 000 tons from the \Vestern Provincet:l. 
That is to sa:y,, in 1';dJn Oi l i11e Eastern Provinces exported five times 
as nnwh as the \Vestern J>rovirnces, <.1 1}(1 in Palm Kernels) two-and-a
half tl.111es. 1 Crust. tlt:d. !lte Jfoust' will takt> a wide enough viewJ 
Your Honour, to <I G<'ep t. tltat the greater representation of the Eastern 
Provinces in the light of 1-.hesp fncts is rigld-. :m(l fair. 

The fund-ion of the Uarkeh:ng Boanl is to obtain the most 
favour:1hle prices from the bu;yers overse:1s for Nigerian produce. 
In doing so they will have the nclvi('e <mel ~i::;i; i Rt.anee of their selling 
:1gent, the Nigerian Procluee Marketing Compa.ny in London. 'rhe 
Board will fix the price which it < ~an pa~r to the proclueer and in thi11 
it will ad with the ac1vice of the Hepresentative Committee. 
Having decided the price it will also (lecide what part of its profit, if 
anyJ shall he clevoied to the Sb hilisation Fund a1nd what part to 
Development. 

l)art V of the Hill prusc·.ribes the constitution of the Representative 
Comlll.ittee, one body clrn Wll both from the Eastern and the vV estern 
Regio·ns. It will have a C l~airman and one Offi cial Member and one 
representative of th e license(l buying ngent11 and nine Nigerian 
unofficial members, two of whom ·will be members of the Marketing 
Board a·nd seven will be appointecl. hy the Houses of Assembly; four 
from the Ea::;t.ern Provjnces ancl three from the West. The function 
of the Representative Committee is to aclvise the Marketing Board on 
all 111 atters concerning the purrhase and grading .of produce, and 
also to advise the B,egiona.l Production Development Boards ns -f.o ·the---
<1 evelop.nwnt worb; whir.h th ey will nmle.rtnke . 

P:nt. Y r of t.h e Bill hri ng-s in a new orgnnisn1 ; the Eastern and 
\\~t'SlNn Ht'g-iorn:d Protlu!'l.ion l)l'\'(•lopmPnt. Ho:1rd:-<, whirh fll'P 

:1hsent from thP c·mTt>sponding org-ans;d,ion for i.he Cot'oa inclu st.ry . 

' p .· 
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Each of these Hoards will t·ou:->ist. of a Chairmam and one officiu1 
member, two unofficia l members of t.he H epresentahYe Committee , 
and no t. leH ::i than fom·, nor mort• 1 han eigld; uuoffi e. ial memberH o£ the 
House of A t:lsem bl y appointe<l hy tlt e HouHe of At:lsembly. ':£.lhe 
function of the R eg-ionul Production D eYt•lojmu·nt. l1oanl is to 
develop th e indu:-;try antl to seu1n ~ tlw prosperil·y of lh e pro<lu c:er s 
and the areas of prod ud ion. 

Part VII gin:'s th e Marketing Board a monopol y of the export of 
palm procludH . Some t·.rit.i cism Jw s lH'<'ll h eanl of t . ht~ provision in 
cluuse 6:2 of ·th e Hill which giveH the ]~oarcl po"·~ r to <lireet that 
produee whi<'h iH purr·ha:·wd for :111 .\ · tnanufad ttrinp: pro<·t•s:-; :-;hall ht• 
purehased throug-h tlt e Ho:ncl. 1 would like to emphasise tltat wonl 
" may " . It does not srt y " shall " direct,. it says " ma y " direr.t. 
And the d eGi:sion whetlJ er to direet. or uoi: is a. dee i:; ion IYhi eh woulcl 
not be made, iuc1eed could not ht.wl'l•ll.\" ht· llli.l<l! ~ without t.:t.king- the 
n.dvice of the Hepre:;eututive Committee . which consists predomi
uantly, nay ov~rwhelmingly , of Nigerian nnoiti c: ialmembers . rl'hnt 
is a s~otfeguan1. rl'here is i u the Coco u. nLn·k ut. i ng On1i nauce a proviso 
" ·h1ch excludes the Board hom pun·h<t:->e for local proc:essiug and 
Gonsumption within N igeria , lnd "'ho k nom; '" lw t some very l arge 
commercial orgrmisntiou might uoL be abl e to tlo 1.llH1er such au 
exemption? It might corner t h c ". h ol c of. the crop and m an ufactnre 
from it something- t~wt noll<' of liS has (:~v c r thought. of , n,ucl thereby 
secure power to force the prit' e <1owu; or eveu 'vithout forGing the 
price clo\Yll1 itself to obtain <111 ilt e pru{its which it is the intention 
of this Bill should be obtll inecl by the MarJ.;: eting Board'ancl d evoted 
to the interests ·of the protlm:cr :-; . J.j i:s surely ver y much better to 
trust our own nfarketing Boanl aud our own Hepresentative 
Committee, whom w e have ourselves appoi·nt.ed, to aet in the interests 
of the people of .K igeria. Better to do tl1:d; t lian to make som e 
loophole throl.1gh wh.ielt elever commerC'·ial inter est s might b e abl e 
to m ak e a way i u order t.o damage the inter es tH of N igeria. 

Parts VIII a ucl I X of the Bill r:over offen ces anrl p 81nalties and 
make provision for what. shoul<l l<1 .ke i)lace if the · Marketing 
Organisation were to com e to an ew1 aml provicleH for ;1ppealR. 

Your HoHollr, if l[Plllht•r:-; lt:IY< ~ folltnn•rl " ·lt;d [ ft•:ll' lt:1s lwnn a 
sotllt'\\'llld. lt!!Jg'jlt,Y di . ..,st•l'l l ll.it~n, I lwpt• ll1 ;1l ll~t · .Y " · ill st•t• II~:1L Litis 

Bill faithfully carries out the principl es " · !1 ieh w ere a.eeeptecl by tl 1 ' \ 

Legislative Council in its r eHolution on tlt c lDlh of Augu st. L 

provicles a buffer beh veen the f:lmH·r aH<1 the 1Yor1tl market. It 
<l.SSUres th e farn_l er of a s(eafl y j)l'OS]WJ'ity in R ( f! ~L C1 of the Ul)S ancl 
clowns of caprici01u; for tune w il idt he experi enc :ecl between the wars . 
Aud· it places the fa te of t ilL~ N igeri ~m fann er Yer y largely in hi K 
own hands through his r ern·eseHbtiYPs on t he va riou H bo(li e:-; which 
tlt e Hill sets up, mul it nwinLtins th :ti . dose p ersonal touch betweeH 
th e Mark<>ting- Bonr.cl untl lil t~ H.epn•st•ntative Committee and the 
H.egioi1nl l'rotlndio11 Vt•vrlopnt ent Hoanl:-; aucl th e Houses of 
Assemh1 y , b:-· .prov{clillg tltt1t th e l'rothtdion D evelopm ent. Boan1s 
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ntigld, ltttpJH'Il in the future I feel we should do soiuet.hiug, abo to 
pmt.ect. Ow loeal IH'oces:-;ing enw if fur !he lll'~ll' fuiure. Yuur 
Houuur, 1 beg !u support. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 
Your Honour, I rise to support. the Mover of this Bill with c~ertain 

a.1n e11d 111 en ts. 

The Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, the 
Aigho · _.hi of Benin) : 
Actually I hnve nothing against the Bill, but I have to . 

congr<t.t.ulate ihe Mover a great deal for his able way of I>reseut.ing 
it to the House. I have just one or two points to criticise .when the 
i:ime comes. 

'lour Honour, L lwg io support the Bill in prin('iple. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
Your Houour, I have no new points to make against this Bill save 

the one that ha::; just been mentioned, that is the local processing 
which, according to this Bill, if passed into law, shall entirely be 
binding against Nigerians. Your Honour, I support the Bill. 

The Resident, Abeokut~ Province : 
Yottt' llotlottr : 'l'lH•t'(' iH "''''Y litt.J,. l'or llH ! to :·my in H1Unl lljng 

up t.lwi. Yery brief debate, but. 1 wuuld lilw lo rea~Htlt'U Mt\tltbm·~ l.hnl. 
t.here is no indication of small scale Afrirnn industries · being· 
subjeded t.u the provisious of this <lirect.ive in clause 62.. The 
l)ioneer Oil Mills will not be affected by it, nor will anything except 
very large Reale indus try, if it becomes clear to the Marketing Board 
that. the operations of that. industry n re a danger to t.be welfare of the 
Proclueers. I i is simply a srd'eg-ua~·(1 in t he event of unforseen 
dang'Pl'S. 

His Honour: 
T'he question is " That this House <1o advise His Excellency that 

thi:-; Bill js uccepta hle in principle to the House ".. Those in: favour 
:-::1y ' ' Aye '', t.l10se to (.lJ e ( ~ont.rary '' No ''. The '' Ayes '' have it. 

The Hou/"\e will UO'W re:-;olve itRelf into Committee to consider 
t.ll<-• BiJl dam;e by clause. 

11 onsc ·1>n Committee. 
ClmtsPs 1 rmrl 2 .. 
Clti/IS P .) • . 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
"' ..., the Risawe of Ilesha) : 

Yo ur HoHour, I wi::;h to ::;uggest (~lau:->e a (2) be amended to read:
" The Marketing Hoard shall (·onHist of a Chairman to be 

:~ppointed as such by the Governor, two official members to be 
appointed by the Governor, and four Nigerian 1! n?fficial 
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Memburs f.u be appuiut.ed hy the Uuvt~rnur on the recommewla
tion of the Chief Connnin:-;ioner ('Ull t:l!l'llWl awl of ·whom two 
shall be normally re:-;icl eni. in tlt c J~ il:'it e ru Hegiou and two in 
the ''r estern R(•gion ''. 

His Honour : · 
'rhe question is th<lt i.h e ('lanse be amewlefl as su ggested. I think 

we will take a division ancl th e otflt:inl Im~mbers will absta in from 
voting. 

'l'he FiHh N ominai.ed :Member 
'rhe Fourth Nominated Member 

.. 1'he Seeoud N Ollt inai.etl :M1~ lll her 
The Member for the ljebu l>roYince 
'J'h e Member for the Ondo Provinr:e .. . 
'l'he Member for the \Vani Provinr.e .. . 

,. 'r he Member for the Benin Provim.:e .. . 
The Member for the Abeokuta Provinee 
'l'he Ser.ond Member for th e Oyo ]JrnYinee 
'J'he First :Member for the O~'O Provinee 
The Honourable Omo N'Oha Akenzua. II, c .M.G., the 

Oha of Benin 
The Iloi,l01Hah1e the Obn Acleremi,c.M.(i., the Oni of 

Ife 

His Honour: 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

No 

Aye 

'l'h e result of the voting is ' 'Ayes " J I, "Noes" J. The amend
ment· is therefore adopted. · 

Clanses 4-8. 
Cla11ue 9. 
'"I 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 
Yonr Honour, I move that. drnu.;c !) lw a mr.wl ecl by substituting 

" three '' iw~teacl of " two " so that it :-;houlclreacl " At a meeting 
of the :Marketing Board three m ember s and the Chairman shall be a 

· q uonun ". 

His Honour : 
Tlti• qut•s tinn is th:1f C"busr !l b e ampn(l<'d ns proposed. 'rhose in 

fa vour sa.y "Aye " , tho~e to ibe t:onfrary "No". The 
" Ayes " haYe if. 
Clrw.~es 10-16. 
Clrt11.se 17. 

The Member for the Abeokuta Province (Chief A. Soetan) : 
Your Honour, . I hr.g- to move that suh-clause (.r;) clause 17 be 

amended h~· t.he d eletion of thr. words " for C'ach (·rop ~·pnr" in thC' 
first line. · 
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His Honour: 
'l'he qnt~;..; lion is Lhat :mb-c.Jau:se (!/) dau:se 17 be <tmencle<l as pro

pw.;t•d. Those in favour say '·· Aye '', those i,u the contrary :say 
.. "X o ". The " Ayes " Lave it. 
Clauses 18-59. 
Ula·use 6'0. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Hisawc of Ilcsha): 

Your Houotu·, 1 rise to move that dause 60 . (b) be amended by the 
llelet.ion of the last five " ;onls, and the insertion of a proviso. 

His Honour: 
, · 

'l'he q umd.iou is that da use 60 ( lJ) be amencled a.s proposed. 'rhose 
in favour sny ' A~·e "' those to the <.;Ontrary say " No ". 'l'he 
" Ayes " have i i. 

Clause (;]. 
Clause 6'2. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
Your Honour, I rise to move t.l1:d. clause 62 be amended by the 

:ul<lition of a proviso. 

His Honour: 
1 IH'OJHlS<~ that the question be eonsi<lered in a Sub-Committee of 

this HouRe, under the chairmanship of t.he Resident, Abeokut.a 
Provjllce. ~rJ1if> Sub-Committee should nJso consider the proviso to 
be added to dause 60 (b). 'l'he Sub-Committee will consist of the 
Senior Crown Counsel and all Unofficial Members. 

Enactment. 
T-£tle. 
Hous e n~swined. 

His Honour: 
'l'he Bj]l st·allds < ~oJnmit.ted to ;I 8Plt><·.t. Committee of the House 

"·ho will :-;tudy Lwo of its clauses . 

A Bu,r, FOR AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THE MARKETING 

AND EXPORT 01" NrGRJUAN GROUNDNUTS AND CERTAIN OTHER 

0TLSE1WS AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH 

The Acting Deputy Director of Agriculture : 
Your Honour, I riRe to move a resolution that this House do 

aclvise His Excellency the Governor that the Nigeria Groundnut 
1Inrh~ti11g· -Orclinance, 194!1, is acceptable to this House. 

'I'hc uhjed of this Bill is to implement proposals relating to the 
mnrk et.i ng of grou.ndnuts and benniseed which are set forth in the · 
Statement of Policy for the Future Marketing of Nigerian OiJ. 
Oilseeds and Cotton, This statement was publishe~l as 'Sessional 
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Paper No. 1/::l of JH-±8 and watl aceepted iu principle by the Legisla
tive Council a.t a meeting in August last. The provisions of this 
Bill are ideu tical with those of the Oil Palm J:>rod uce :Marketing . 
Ordinance whieh haYe already been very ably explained to you in 
< ~ OIIHidt1rnhlt' dt•i.ail by i . l~t• H.t•HidPTll. A hnolud.a Vrovinct1. H would 
br entin~ly superfi uons for me to go ovt~r that ground ag:tin. 

'l'ht're is, lwwew~r, one aspeet of the Hill which, Sir, deservetl 
some eomment. :Members will doubtless have noticed that the Bill 
makes no provision for representation by the "\Vesteru Hegion either . 
on the .Marketing Board or on the Representative Committee, nor 
is there any provision for the t~stablishment of a. vVestern Hegion 
Prodnt~tiuu Devt>lopnlt~ nt Ho<tnl. 'l'he reason for this is of eour:-;e 
that !he Bill does not apply to the \Ve.-d.ent ltegion sinnt·~ ground
nuts nnd beuniseed are uot. expurl (')'Ops in the \Vestern Provinces. 
J wish to en1ph<tsi:w, therdort!, th<t(; this Hill dot~s not in any ·way 
interfere with t.he procluetion, buying, selling, and proees:-~ing, of 
ground nuts produced by fanners in the \V' estern Region. 

The Hill is based, with necessary modifications, on the Cocoa 
~I:ukehng Ordinanee of 1!147, which is now in suceessful operation. 

· I n.m eonvinred, Sir, that it will be of the very greatest benefit to 
fnrmers and others engaged ou the production and marketing of 
g-rouu<lnut.:,; and bennisee<l in the arPas to whieh it npplies. 

' 
Your Honour, I beg to move. 

The Fifth Nominated Member ('Mr E. A. Sanda) : 
Your Honour, .I beg to second this Bill and in doing so I will 

say briefly that this Bill is very necessary to confer economic benefits 
upon the people in theN orth who are in the groundnut belt. There 
i:< a pn1vnrh i.h:d. Hayl4 thai ihf' proof of i:he puoding iR in OHl eat
ing: anyone who lives in the eoeou belt of Lhe \Vestern Provinees 
·will know what a. great amount of benefit the Bill which is now 
on the table-the Bill for the export of cocoa-has conferred upon 
farmers and people who are engaged in the cocoa industry so for 
that ma.ttei' I say that the benefits should not be confined to the 
Southern Provinees alone but should be extended to those parts of 
Nigeria where there is this kind of pro<hH'P, so , Your Honour, I 
beg h second the Bill. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 
Yonr Honour; I agree with this Bill in prin<'iplc suhjert. to hvo 

or three a1i1endments as we get along. 

His Honour : .__, 
I'he question is " Tha.t this House do aflvise His Excellency that 

this Bill is ar.eeptable in principlr. to this House ' ·'. Those in 
favour say " Ayr ". ihoRP to thr rontrury "No" The "Ayes" .,

1 

........ 

have· it, 
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The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : ' 
Your Honour, I recommend that the last word in clause 3 should 

Le amended by the audition of the woros " on the recommendation 
of the Chief Commisf:>ioner ''. 

His Honour: 
'.L'he <llW~tiou is that t.he a.lltPmlment. prUJ)():->ed by the last speaker 

is acceptable to this House. \Ve will take a division on this, with 
both Official and .l'nuHieia l Members yotiug. 

'l1he Fifth N omiuated Member 
~rhe Fourth Nom ina ted Mem her 
The Second N aminated Member 
The Member for the Ijebu l)rovin< ~e .. . 
The Member for the Om1o Province .. . 
'l'hc Member for the 'Varri Province · .. . 
'l'he Member for the Benin Province .. . 
'J1he Member for the Abeokut.a Provinee 
'.L'he Second Member fur the Oyo P1"uvinee 
'.L'he First :Member for the Oyo Province 
'l'he Honourable Omo K'Oba Akenzua II, c.M.G., 

the Oba of Benin ... 
'l'hc Honourable the Ob<t Adere11ti, <:.M.<<., the Oni 

of He 

Aye 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
Aye 
Aye 

No 

No 
'fht' Snnior Orowll Counst•l No 
'J'Itt~ ...:\.t·(illg- De jHtl.y J)iret·lt•r t•l' l'11h l ic· \\'t~rk,-; Aye 
'l'he Acting Deputy Director of Agriculture .. . Aye 
'l'he Deputy Director of Education Aye 
The Deputy Director of Medical Services Aye 
The Acting Hesident, Ijebu Provint·c No 
'l'he Acting Secretary (Fin;mc·.e), \VeRtt~ru VrovinceR Aye 
'l'be Aeting Heljident. Oyu Provill<'e No 
'l'he Adiug Resid<'nt, Ow1o PI~ovince No 
'l'he Acting lte::;ident, \Va rri Proviu('e No 
The Resi1leut, Benin l>ruvinee N u 
The Secretary, \V estern Provinces No 
The Resident. Abeokuta Provin1·e No 

His Honour: 
The result of the Yoting is" Ayt>~; "8, " Noes " 17. 'l'he amend

ment is therefore dcft\:ti.cd. 
Clo,-I!Sf:s 1-8. 
C lcw .. w .9. 

The Fifth ·Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
Your Honour, l suggest thnl llll~ wor1l ''two" iu clause 9 shoulc1 

be changed to '' three '' .. 
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The Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, the · 
Aighobahi of Benin) : 
Your Holl.om:, I woulc1 like to. add, iu ~u1ditiuu iu the above, that 

" oue of whom sl10uld he u:noffieial ". 

The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces : 
Your Houou:t, I sugg-est we le<tve it as it is as it does not refer 

to this Region at all. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chid J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha): 
Your Honour, I ~:~ug-g-e:.;;t we make further <~mendmunt " that. one 

of whom shall he a Nigerjan 1Juofficial" should be inserted. 

His Honour: 
\Ve wm Ltl.:e the :m1eudmenL "At m<·dings of the Marketing 

Bonrd two Member::; of whom one shall be a Nigerian Unofficial au(1 
the Clwirm:.~n, ::;ha1l be a quorum ". vVe will .tah~ a division. 

'rhe Fifth Nomiuated Member No 
'J.1he Fourth Nominated Member Aye 

· 'rhe Second ~ ominateo Member Aye 
'rhe Member for the ljebu Proviuen Aye 
'rhe Member for the Oudo Provinne . . . Aye 
'l'he Member for the \Varri Province . . . Ay<~ 
'rhe Member for the Benin Province . . . AyP-
'rhe Member for the Abeokuta Provine<~ Aye 
'l1he Second Member for the Oyo Province . . . Aye 
'l1he :E'ir:.;;t Member for the Oyo Province Aye 
'l'he Honourable Omo K'Oha Akemma II, C.lll.G., 

the Oba of Benin ... 
The Honourable the Oba Acleremi, c.M .c;., the Oni 

of Ife 
The Senior Crown Counsel 
'l'he Acting- Deputy Director of Publie 'Yorks 
'l1he Acting Deputy Direetor of Agri<'u1tu re ... 
The Deputy Direetor of Edu<~ation ... 

·· 'rhe Deputy Director of Medical Setvi<'<~s ... 
'rhe Actirig Hesit1eut , Ijebu Province 
The Aeting Secretary (:E'i na nne), W est.Pnl P l'OY ince;'; 
'rhe Ad.iug Hesident, Oyo Province ... 
rrhe Acting Itesident, Oudo Provin<"e 
The Acting Resident, \Vnrri Provin(~e 
The Hesident, Benin Provinne 
The Secretary, 1V estern ProvineeK 

Aye 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
No 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

'J.1he Re::;ident, Abeokut.a Province Ay. e· -- ·""": ·- ·--· ·'- · . ,. __ ,.....,.11"" / 
His Honour: 

Tltt' " Aye:-; " lt:IYt' i! ~~~to~. 
Clmtses HJ-64. · 
Clmt.~c 6.5. 
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The Hon. the Oba Aderemi, c.M.G., the Oni of Ife: 
Your Honour, r suggest that on the fifth line after .. -uf the ''' 

" Ea:-5tern and· \Vestern " be added. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 

·Your Honour, I agree with above. 

His Honour: 
rrhe suo·o·e:;teu amendment- iH followino· the wordincr of the Oil 00 . . 0 0 

Palm Produce :Marketing Bill which would read:-

·' In :;uch manner at:i the Northern, Ei1sten1 and \V estern 
Houses of A:::;:::;embly, mtu.le respectively by rei:lolution 
direct ''. 

The Acting Deputy Director of Agriculture: 
Your Honour, I cannot possibly support the vww. 

His Honour: 
1'he amendment should read :-

" rrhat if the Marketing JJoanl Area Production DeYelop
ment eeases for any reason '' funds of the Board shall be 
diRpmwcl of for t.ll<' lwrwfH of i.lw Nort.heru, '\Vestern 
and J~aHI.em H.egiuu:-; and 0 f (Jlt! ()oJouy in ::llll'h Jl1'0lJ01'( ioll 
as the Legislative Coun<~il may by resolution direct ". 

\Ve will take a diYi:;ion on this amewlment. 
The Fifth Nomina h•<l :Melll her 
The Fourth Nominated Member 
The Second Nominated Member 
The Member for the Ijebu IJrovince 
rrhe Member ior the Onflo Provi1we 
1'he Member for the \Vani Provim~e : .. 
rrhe Member for i.11e Benin ProYin<'<! ... 
'l'he Member for the Abeokut.a I>roviuee 
rrhe Se('ond Mem her for the Oyo Provinee 
The First Member for ihe Oyo Pro.-inee 
'l,he Honourable Omo N' 0 ba A kenzua li, c. ~.t. u., 

the Obu of Heni n ... 
The Honourable t.lw Obn A<1nemi, c.M.<;., t.he Oni 

of Ife 
The Senior Crown CouHsPl 
The Acting Deputy Director of J>ublie \\' or1.::'; 
1'he Acting Deputy Director of Agriculture ... 
rrhe Deputy_ Din~d.or of E<lnention ... 
'l_1he Deputy Dircdor of MP<li('al S<·rTi<·<•:-; ... 
rrhe A<~ting- lt<•sident. ljdm ProYint't! 
'rlw 'Act.i11g Sl'C'.rPt.:ny (FinnnrP), \V(•Ail'l'll l'mvinees 
l'he Ac-ting· H.rsillPnl, Oyo J>roYirw<~ ... 
'l'h<' A<·f ing- H. P~idl•llf. Ondo Pnwirw<• 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye . 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye . 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

Aye 

Aye 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
Nn 
No 
N(, 
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'l'he Acting ltesideut, \ Varri Provin<.:e 
'l'he lte::>ideut, Beuiu _L>ruviuee 
The Sec:rct.ary, \Ve::>tern .Provinee::> 
The He:-;i<hmt, Abeolmta Province 

His Honour: 
The amendment is loHt by 12 Yot.es to LJ. 
Clause 66. 

No 
No 
No 
No 

The Seaond Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 
Your Honour, I sugge:-;t · da1J:-~e GG be allll~lule<l to r e:ul: -

" Any pen.;on aggrieved hy the exer<·. i:-~e by the MarJ.-eiiug 
13onn1 of any of the powers or privileges conferred upon 
it. 1m<ler section I 7 . of this 0l'<linance may, within 21 
d:ty:-; of the dute on which tlu· immediate cau se of the 
grit'Y<tll<'t' :n·i:-~P:-1, :lpj)(~nl in wrili11g to ii1P flon~rnm· in 
( 'ouJII'il, wl1o~o dtTiHiou :-~hull ht• fi11nl ·• 

His Honour: 
'l'he que:-:;tiun 1:-; that elau:-;e GG be amew1t•d :1:-1 propo:-;ed. 

. t· ''A . '' tl • tl t ""~" lll . aYotn· say ye . . lt>l"e t·O . 1e t·on rary .n u . 

" Noe~ " ]mYe it. 
R?Jac:f'l7umt:. 

Title. 
II ou se PCS1t/IIJ.ed . 

The Acting Deputy Director of Agriculture : 

'l'hose 
The 

Your Honour,. 1 rise to report Hte Bill fnnn Cummi1 leL' with 011e 

amendment·. 

His Honour: 
'l'he cplP:-;tiou is that. this Bill as amendt-•tl i;-; ueeepbLe to this 

Honse. 'Jlho:-;e in fnvom· say " Aye ", thosp to ll!P contrary " No ". 
The ''A.ye:-;" have it. 

A Bn.L F<>H AN OumNANCE TO MAKB PROVISION .ron THE :1'LutKETIN<: 

ANn ExPORT OF NIGERIAN GoTTON AND FOR MATTmls 

CONNECTED THEREWITH 

The Acting Resident, Oyo Province : 
Your Honour, I rise to move a resolutiou tlw t His ExGellency be 

advised that the Bill entitled the · Nigeria Cotton Marketing 
Onlirnanee, ] 949 , i:-~ areeptahle to this House. This Bill carries into 
effect the proposals in regard to eottou, set out in the state~nent of 
po]iey whieh '"as published as Sessioual P:~per No. l~ of 1D48 aw1-
l:t.id on the t.abl\! of 1.h c Le.gi::;ln1.ivc Co ulH:il :d Ute JlH' eti ng held in 
August last.. 

Ym~ hnvr lwnn1 , Sir, a YC'l7 able aJHl <lPt~lilecl :~rcount of the 
proviRionH of ih e Oil Prdm Pro<luce M~rketinp_· Orr1inanc:e from 
the HP.c;: icl (•ll1 ol' ilH' .\lwol,lll;t l>r"vinc·t· :ttt<l I 1lo lltll wisl1 to bore 

. ... 
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member::; by going .over Lhe l')allte ground aga.iu. 'l'hese 1.\~· o Onli
uanue::; are in ftLut very similar both iu the objeds they set out to 
auL.ieve auJ iu the organi~ation tJ1ey Greate. 'l'hey .follow the 
pattern of the Couoa Marketing Board Onliuanee of 1D47 whiuh 
we have ::;eeu · in su<.:<.:essful operation. I think therefore it will be . 
::;uffi.cieut if I say a word or two on the Cotton Industry generally, 
aud how this Bill will affe<.:t it, and in what respect.s this Bill differs 
from tho::;e other :Marketiug Onliuauues that have goue before .it. 

'l1he objects of the Hill have beeu published iu recent numbers of 
the GaJo:ette aud were set out in the Sessional Papers to which I 
have referred; they are., in brief, the development by all possible 
menus of the Cotton Industry iu Nigeria, uud to obtain the most 
favourable anungements for the purchase, grading, ginning, 
export and s::Lle of eottou. 'l'he Cotton Industry differs from the 
Oil l)alm, Cocoa and Groum1nuts Indu::;tries in that Cotton is not 
primarily an export crop. J n fact Yery little Cotton is at present 
exported from the \Vestern l>roviuue::;; the rea.::;on is that the present 
export price does not compete favourably v;rith the· price offered by 
the weavers and spinners in this t:ountry. During the war there 
'vas a: grea.t shortage of imported textiles With the result that the 
Textile Indu8try in this country made very great headway and be
eame firmly esta bli::;hed. But as world-market prices re-establish 
themselves we must expect, Sir, in the near future to have to face 
:-;evere competition hom other eoun.hies both i·n regard to imported 
textiles and our t:otion exports . In pre-war days seed cotton was 
pmTha::;ed at eompetitive prices by the Couunert:ial Firms and the 
price :fluctuated from year to year. ·The datnger of these 
fluctuating priees has been expbined by the Resident, Abeokuta 
Province, in his speech . ou the J:>alrn Oil Marketing Bill and . his 
warning applies equally in the case of cotton, but in regard to 
uotton there is, I think, an added danger. If the. price of cotton in 
other <'Ottntries rises steeply the export price in this country 
"·ill al:-:;o rise all<l tl1is in turil "·ill int:re<tse the price that 
our local '1\~xt:ile lmlusLry hn:-:; io p:ty for its raw material, and 
i.hi::; in iuru will inurease onr already high east of living. There 
would also be the danger t.lw.t our flourishing and growing local 
'veaving imh1stry would l>e starved of <.:ottou with disastrous re::;ults 
:.~t a time ·when Goverument is doing everything it can by way of 
~xpert advit:e n.ud the introl1udion of improved looms to develop 
the indusi.ry. 

Tt is <'1<•:11' t.IH•rdon• t l1:d. solll<' f'O IILrol is IIPf'l ~:-<s:t ry t.n f)JtH1ll'f' lh:tt 
Sig-I'J'i:t ll ('!J(,(utt ubt<tills (.It(• rull lll<tl'kl'(. pril'e in OYerse:ts llltUkets 
aud ihat t he inten\sLs of 1111\ WB:tving- iwlwd.ry nn~ safeg-uarded. 
'l'l1 is Hill pr~ vi d es t.IH ~ 1:- ':o; :lns ,, · IH ~n~h.v :1 Cot.( on Hoard <:all excn:ise 
this very neeessary uon trol. 

'l'lwrc i:-: :1 1t 1trgent: ll(•nd for illf'l'(•:t.sino· tlw proflnr.tion of <·.otton 
aru1 it. js essmllinl tl t:t! 1L,• ii,,l,r·:try .~wn lcl ret:eiYe advice and 
guid ::mce at this most important t.ime. Unlike the Palm Oil and 

., 
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Coeoa lmlustrie:-; large aeGUntltlated fuwb are not. available but if 
the export priee inereases it should be po:-;::;ible fur the Cotton Board 
to put aside funds · while earrying out its policy of controlled 
marketing whereby a . proper balance is maintained between the 
locally purelm:-;ecl <:ott.ou :uul t.lw export. <·.rop. These ::;ums can 
be devot~d to the f~nnation of a priee stabilisation fund or for lU:le 
in researeh, and there is m1u..:h to be done in the protection of cotton 
froni disease, alik~ in the inter~sts of the export trade and of the local 
weaving ind.ustry. I see there is <.t question that was answered 
to-day about the fall in eotton produetion and the answer. was that 
it is a result of cotton <liseases, and 1 think everyune will agree that 
re::;(•:uch i::; very necessary. 

'rhe Bill doe::; not in any way interfere vl'ith the local industry in 
the buyiug and ::>elling of eottun in thi:-; country. 'rhe Board will 
buy only cotton which is gradecl aH sui table for ginning and i::; 
offered for ::;ale. 'rhe Bill does however provide the means whereby 
the best pos::;ible adviee is available to eotton farmers. 

I thi~ I ::;hould refer now very briefly to the organisation whieh 
is set up by the Bill :-

l~'irst there i:-; a Cotton . Board eonsisting of a Chairman, three 
Officials and three Nigerian Uinofficials,-the duties of this Board 
are as follows :-

(a) Develop1i1ent of the eotton inclu::;try 
(b) 'ro make suitable arrangements of gnu ling, 

exp< "f. and sale of eotton. 
n·iuniu 0' b bl 

'rhe Cotton Board is assisted by hv<i Cotton . Representative 
Committee::;, one in the N orthm~n Pruvinees aml the other in the 
\:Vest. ':J.lhe \:V e::;tern Hepresenta.tive Committee will consist of a 
Chairman, two O:ff:eia.ls, one U noffieial i:epreseuting the licensed 
.[iyniug agents all<l four Nigerian Unoffieial~ appointe<l by the 
Western House of A:-;sembly. The· Hepreseub.tive Committee 
advises the Board in all matters conneded with the purchase and 
grading of seed cotton an,cl on any other matters referrecl .to it by the 
Board . \v· e have the ::;ame difficulty, Sir, as regards clause 42 (1) 
a~ ive had in . the Palm Oil Onlinanee and . \vhieh we discussed at 
length. Presumably that matter will arise at a later :-:;tage and there 
is one othel' am enclmeut. that. may be neeessary. 

You will note that the Oil Palm J>rocluce Marketing Ordinance 
n.ud the Gro11ndnut Marketing Orclinance provide for Production 
Development. Bo;1rcls who apply the surplus hunds of the· ~Boar.d 
to the development of the inrlustry. Iu the .caRe· of cotton ·~ 
it. i:-; 11ot. <·ou:-;idun·cl lli'(~Ps:->n ry to st•t up Pro<ludion DcvPlop
lllL' Id Tinar<l:-; :d. ihl' pl'('Sl'Jti t inw irt t h:d til<· Cot:ton noal'(l w111 
rt=•ec~ iYt' all ll11· :~ssisf:I'IH'\' it rc•q1rin•s from H11· TI.f'presPntntive 
('Ill IIlii j f f I'I'S. 
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I uo eonsider, Sir, t ha t. thi~ Bill i:-; a very iml)ottant one for the 
future development and expau:;ion of the Cotton lnduHtry ailll I 
<..:ommend it to the members of this House. 

Your Honour, 1 beg to move. 

The First Member for the ·Oyo Province (Chief I. B. Akinyele, 
O.B.E., the Osi Balogun of Ibadan) : 
Your Honour, I beg to seeond . 

The Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, the 
Aighobahi of Benin) : 
Your .llouour, J :mgge~t Umt t.he Movt•r in ~nyiug thnt. the 

(1uestion of Cotton i:; not so important in the West is wrong . I 
eome from an l.ll'ea where it is now grown. I am not prepared to 
oppose the Bill but I have one or· two clam;es to speak about when 
it comes to Committee. Your Huuour, I Rupport the Bill. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 
Your Honour, I support the Bill :;ubjeet to one amendment. 

His Honour: 
'rhe question is " 'l'hut this House do auvise His Excellency the 

G·overnor that this Bill is aeceptable to this House in principle ". 
Those in favour :my " Aye ", those to the eonhary " No ". 'l'he 
" AyeB " have il. . 

"\Vould the Members prefer to meet at 2.30 or 3 p.m.? If this 
· is satisfuetor~r to Members, we will adjourn until 2.30 this 
after noon. 

llo·u. se odjot.wned at L"J.20 JJ.m. 'U:nt·il2.3U p.m. 

House 1'CS1/.71Led at :.! .:JO p . 'IlL . 

His Honour: 
'l'he House will 1ww re:·wlve itself into Committee to consider the 

Bill for th e Nig-eria Cotton :1Lu·kPt:iug Ordinnnce, 1U4!J. 
11 u·usc i'n · Cm~1111 itfec. 
Clauses 1-2. 
Clrz·11sc :r 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : , 
Y1iur Honour, I suggest thai as regar(ls clause 3 (2) the interest 

in Oil is Nigeria-wide and it is important that Nigeria should be 
represe nt ed if we are to work. Instead of the Governor in the bst 
line, I would like " Governor in Council ". 

His Honour: 
Anl el)(llll ent. to read " 'l'lll't\(' ~ igt ~rian TTno:lli<:ial Members to he 

:1 ppointt•cl h;v t.bt• Gove1·uor i il ( ~otm<'il ". Cln.mw ;} to he amended 
:t s propost•rl. 'rbost:' iu t'!lYour !4!ly " A;ve " , t.lwse to thl· eoutrary 
"No '' . \Vt• will l:1b· :1 tli\'isiu11, il1 P Ofll f' inl '1-f c.:.mbers abstnining 
hom voting . 

.~ 



Western 1-J ouse of Assembly [Dec. 15,1948 

'I' he Fifth N uminated .Member 
'rhe Fourth Numinat. L~d .Member 
'n1e Second N omi ua ted Mem her 
'l'lw :M:mtdwr for the ljehu Pruvinee 
'l'he Member for the Uwlu .Province .. . 
The Member for the \Y arri Province .. . 
The Member for the Benin Province .. . 
'l'he Member for th e Abeokuta Province 
'l'he .Second Member fur the Oyo I>rovince 
'l'he Fin;t Member fur the Oyo Provinee 
'l'he Honourable Omo N'Oba Akenzuti. II, c. M.u., 

the Oha of Benin .. . · 
'l'he Honourable the Oha Aderemi, c . .\l.<t. , the Oni 

of Ife 

His Honour: 

No 
No 
Aye 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
Aye 
No 

No 

No 

'J'he reRult of 1lw nding is " Ayt~R" 2, "Nuet>" 10. 'l'he 
propo:.;e<l amendment i:; therefore lot>t . 

ClaiMes 4-8. 
Clwuse 9. 

The Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, the 
Aighobahi of Benin) : 
Your Honour, just ex:l('.t.ly the saut e a:; that. uf the Groumlnut, 

I woulc1 like to suggest an amendment to read " At a meeting of 
the Marketing Board two Members, one of whom shall be an 
F noffirial Member :mel tlw Chairman, shaH be a quorum ". 

The Secretary, Western Provinces : 
Your Honol.tr, I (1o not think any objediun :;]wul<l be nw(le to 

this amendment. 

His Honour: 
I ~lsk the Mem,be.r to alter the amendment to tie up with the 

previous Bill· " 'l'wo Member:;;, one of whom :shall be a Jigerian 
Lr noflieial :Member anc1 the Chairm au :s hall be a quor1un ". Those 
. f " A ' ' t 1 t t l t " N ' ' '111 " A " 1 n . avour say ye · wse ·o 1e con Ta.ry o . te yet> 
have it. 

C lauses 10-.31 . 
Cla·use .']2. 

The Acting Resident, Oyo Province : 
Your Honour, I suggest that dause 32 (d) should be amenJetl to 

inr.lnde otne repreHentative of the Producers as is done in the Cocoa 
Advisory Committee. Clause ~J2 (d) would therefore read:-... . 

"Six Nigerian Uno:ffic·ial Mem.hers of whom one shair '·he · ---
. u.ppointe(1 by the Cotton Marketing Board and one by the 

l'toclucers whi('h follows the Coeoa Marketing Bill 
Onli11auee, and four by t.he \Yestern Hout>e of 
A Sf'<'lll h 1 y '' . 

Oiviu g .;; i 'l: f fnoffieial J\fi•Hthi'I'S tltP ~~mw :1:; tbi•,Knr!lktll Prm·inr ,•s 
hnvr ill thl'ir Ht'JH'C'RC' tdnlive Cmnmilit·f~. 

' I 

I •• 

l 
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His Honour: 
'l'he question is tit at clause 0.:2 (d) he am en<.led a:; lH'oposed by the 

:Member. 'l'hose iu favour say •· Aye ' ', those to the eontnuy 
" No". 'l'he " Ayes'' have iL 

Clauses 33-39. 
Clause 40. 

The Second Member for · the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Hisawe of Ilesha): 
Your Honour, I suggest .t.hat dause 40 (h) be ·~mt:m<.le<.l on similar 

lines to the ::unentlmen't ~">uggeste rl i11 th e ease of the Oil Palm a lHl 
Groun<.ln u ts . 

His Honour: 
In the eireumHtanees I think it hest to refer thiH eL..mse to the 

Select Committee as .has been done ·with t he othen;. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 
Your Honour, I agree. 
Clause 41. 
Clause 42 . 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
Your Honour, I propose that the sam e <tlll eudment bP mtul e 111 

this clause . 

His Honour: 
rrb e whole of rl auRe 42 shall be r efened to the Select Connnittee 

of the House . 
E1wctm ent. 
Title . 
11 ouse r esll'll ted . 

His Honour: 
'l'h e Bill wi ll lw n ·fl'JTt•tl to <1 St• J,•c·.t Ccml! n i! (l~e in regard to two 

l' l a uses . 

.A H I LI. Hi l t .\;\; 0Hil1 N :\ NCE TO :\~ 1 1-:N il TH I ~ E~ll'LOY~IENT OF 

' Jl~X -.--EH.VlC E!\LJ-:1\ 01W1NA N CE, W-1;-) 

The Acting Resident, Ondo Province: 
Your Honour, I ri s0 t.o . movP a resolution that this House clo 

aclvise HiR Exc~e ll e rll ~Y th(• Governm t ha t th e Bill to amend t he 
.Employmt~ llt of Ex-:·H~rv i< ~ t-: men 0J'l1 i ll<LJH ·e, . I !J4G, is a r.c·eptable to 
t.hi s Honst-~. 

., 
Sir , n:wmbe r~ are :rwnrc Uwt. tlw . objed und erlying the Employ

ment of Ex-servicem en Ordinan ce, 1045, was to enstlre that those 
r.;oldiers who enlisterl in t h e armed forces between the month of 
J\fa?, 1030, and the end of the war should 110t lose their ch an ces 
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tJf civilian employment after th~ war. There arc still on the regi:;ter 
of able-bodied ex-servicemen ('ertain soldiers who served rluring 
the war and their numher:-; are heing inere;1:-;ed by solcliers who have 
enlistee] sinc:e the mul uf the war aud who arc entitled by virtue of 
~ed.icin 21 (;2) of the Or<l.iuanc:e, to have the Tight to register in the 
same way as soldier:-; who served c1 u ring the war. 

'l'he object of this Bill, and I feel sure that members IYill agree 
that it is necessary, is to euahle the Commissioner of Labour to 
fix a. elate after which no ex-serviceman who has registered sinee 
tlu:! end of t11e war and whose Rervic:e is <lefint>d in sertiou 2 of the 
Ex-servicemen':-; Orclinanee, :-;]wll be ent.it.l(~d to be pla<'ed on the 
register. 

Power is given also to lllalw f11rther n~gnlations Pntitling Sll<·h 
t•x-servic :enwn or p:~rti!'ul<lr <'l<lSS('S of' tht'lll to h<· pu( on lh1• n•gistt~r 
11 otwi thstanding. 

Member::; will have noticed that t.hi::; applies tu able-bodiet1 
ex-Rervir.emen only and not to <li~:>ablecl ex-st~rvi<"emen who are still 
e11titlecl to be registered as they were befort'. 

Y o.ur Honour, I beg to move. 

The Member for the Ondo Province (Mr J. B. Arifalo) : 
Your Honour, I beg to second. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha): 
Your Honour, l beg to support thit' Bill. 

His Honour: 
The question .is " That this House clo advise His Excellency that 

this Bill is · acceptable in principle to this House ". Those in 
favour say " .Aye", thm;e to thr contrary" No''. The" Ayes" 
have it. 

'l'he House will now rpsolve it~elf into Committee to <'Ulll:'ider the 
Bill clause by chtuse. 

ll ouse ·in C mn,in ittee. 
Clauses 1-2. 
Enactment. 
'J'dle. 
II mtsc ·7'es·u:rncd. 

The Acting Resident, Ondo Province: 
Your Houcmr, I rise to report the Hill from Colllmittc>r wit.l10ut 

nmeuclment. 

His Honour: 
'The question is "That. lhis Housp do aclYisP His Exrellenr.y t.hP 

GovL'l'nor that thP Bill is aer.eptnh]p to this Honf'P without a.mencl-
mmd ·,. 'l'lwsr in favour sav ·• A,v<· ··. thosr to tlw <"nntrnry 
" No '' The. " Ayes " hnvc i L 
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A B1r.r. FoR .\N UIW!N.\~'IcE Tu .\MENU Tlu: LucAL Lu.\.NS (lh~<asTEH.ElJ 

STOCK .\NJ) SECUlUTlES) UJWINA.l\CJ~, I ~J -lG 

The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces: 
Your Honour, 1 rise to move a resolution t-.hu t t.his House do 

advise His Excellency the Uoveruor that a Bill for an Ordinance to 
ameud the Local Loans (Reg-istered Stock and Securities) 0r<1inauce, 
] !)4G, is nceeptn ble to t his Hou:;;e. · 

'fhe objects UJl<l reasons publishe<1 in the Gn r.ette with this Bill 
has given very simply the purpose~'> of this amendment. I woulil 
like to add in explanation that the Nigerian Government 3t per cent 
loan issued under the ma.in Onlina.nee <lic1 not prove ns attractive 
to iwlividuu.l Afril'an investors a~ wns hope<l, owing .to the 
pm;sibilit.y of transfen;; uud the comph cttions which mny arise on 
the (lent.h of <t stocldwlcler, local banks are uot prepare<l to accept 
loan stock as security for temporary aclvamces to clients unles 
anangement.s are made for their reg-istration and · if reg-istered to 
h ave a lien on ~u<'h st.<H~k. For the Sllll l P r<>n~on such stock is not 
~weepta ble to tlw N ig<•rian Hn i 1 way. 

These circumstances and similar ones obviously l essem. the 
nt.tr:wtivem~ss . of the lo:111. lt i~ th<>n•fon· propoHe<l to ameucl t.lw 
UnlinaU<! t~ to euabl<· the .At·<·otudaut.-UPnl'l':ll t.o n,~gi~tcr a lien on 
~ueh stock, providing t.h at sue h stuc.k iH registered. 

It is quite ~1. simple Ordin:mr.t> :rn<l I think it will be foun(l aceept
:l hle to the House. 

Your Honour, I . beg to move. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda) : 
Your Honour , . I rise to SC('.O !l(l. 

His Honour: 
'fhe quef;tiou i~ " 'l'hat t.hi;-:; Hou~t~ <lo advist~ His Exr.ellency the 

Governor that t.he Hill in princ·iplc is aeeeptnhle to this House". 
rrhose in favour sny " Ay<> ", t.hm:;p to t.hP <'Olltrary ".No ". The 
" A yps " havf! i1. 

'rlw Hm1s<.> will 11ow resolve· i1st•lf into Committee to consider. the 
Rill clause by <·l:lu:-le. 

llollsr i·n ernlltlliltt'('. 
· C'Z 1 l ·) .( 1/.SP.S . -.;. 

Enactrnent. 
- Thle. 

ffo ·1fS t' '/'I' S/1'1/II'd. 

The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces: 
Your Honour, I beg to report t:hr Bill from Committee to the 

Ho1lse without. amen<lment. 
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His Honour: 

'l'ltP qup:-;tiou i:-; .. 'l' lwt Ll1is J!oust• du 1w"· athist~ His J~x <' e ll eucy 
th;ll th e J3ill i:-; ;u ~ c e ptablt~ (.() L!w Jlousl' wiUwuL ;~llleudmeut . ''. 
rrho~~~ i u f: tvour S<l,V '. Ayt• ', J t 110:-i l ' t () tb e ('tllllra.ry " N 0 " 'rht·: 
·· . .:\yt•s" hnvc~ it . 

A Hru, FOR AN Omn NANCE vunTHEH To AMENn Tim 

J >r 11L1 r. HoLIJJ \ YS 0RDIN.\NC'E 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 

Yom· H onou r, l rist• to lllOV<' rt resolution that tlti:-; How·w do 
ad vise Hi;-; Ex<·Pll e ll<'.V tht• Gov<•l· nor J:lwt. ;1 Hill for ;Ul OnlinaJH 'P 
further to alllen<l th e Puhli<' Holid :tys Or<lin<lll< '<' is :H'<·<·ptah]p to 
j]1is House. 

'l'he objt•< ·( 11f' this Hill i." to <k<'hr·t· lh< · hirthd:~ y ol' thl' l'mpht·t 
M11hnmnwd a puhli< · lroli<Liy irt \ig·t·ri:t :tnd i<l irwlt~dt· th:tt d:~ ,\ · 
i 11 t l1<· I i:-;t of lrol id:tys \\ <' lt<t \'< ' 1'111' t IH· ·' t•;t r· :t ;-; pu hi isht•d in ! Itt• 
scl rt·dul e to the J>uhli<' !lolid:t ys (Jnlin:IIH'<'. l.'Ltp. FJ:2 . Ai present 
iJJ<,n• :1 n ~ ten s11< ·h d:t _\·s on \\·hi<'h puhli<' ll<llicLt .vs m :l ~' ht• <l Prh rPd 
111 N ig<··ria as follo\\·:-;:-

Xt~w Year's Da,v. 
Good Friday. 
};aster :Monday . 
Empire Day. 

The cln y nppoinit>d by the Gon,l'ltol' fm the offit·i;d f'e lPhrntion 
. of ihe anni n•rs;ny of thr Birthch,v of thP Sov<'n' ig n. 

Tlw fir:-;(. Mo ntb .' i 11 A ngw.; t. 
Chri shna i'; Day. 
noxing Day. 
8 w ·h cl ay as i.he Governo r Juay dec lare a public. holichy in 

celebration of the Mohammedan festival of Id el Fitr, 
whir-h, I uml erstand, is lmmvn as the Lesser Bairnm. 

Also n similnr <b .v for tl1<· f<~s tiv;11 of Tel <'I Kahir , or t h e Greater 
Bairnm. 

Th0 illi<·n ii on of tlli s amendment is to iudufle in that list the 
birthdny of illP Prophet Muhammecl so t.hat we will hn ve eleveu 
public l1olida ys cl eclarecl in Nigerin. 

It is to be noted that. it is already th e custom in some parts of the 
c·ountry-not.ably in the North-to celebratr this cl ay as a birthday, 
so it is thm1ght cl eRirable to make it uniform ancl it iR in cl eferenee 
to the ,,·ishes of thf~ :Moslem r.omm uniiy evpr,vwlwrr. m Nig-eria that 
ihis nmen<lment is lwing proposPd. 

Yom· Honour , I lwg to lll!l\'t'. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
Your HonmJJ', 1 lwg to sernncl, 
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The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of llesha) : 
Your Hownn, [ heg to :-:i ll[lport. 

His Honour: 
'J'he <pw:->t.ion il"i .. 'L'h:tl thi:-; llott."n do :1dvit:W His E:x.e.cll eney that 

thi :-; Bill is tl< ; ce p(:lbll~ to th e llou st ~ Lll J>rint•ipl e " . 'l'hu:->t ' in r:l\'Olll' 

'' A '' tl t . t l i '· N '' 'l'l ·' A '' I · . t s:1y ye · , . wse o , H' e.ou ra1·y 1 ~- · . _ Je :VL'""' J:t\ P 1 . 

'l'he House will uow r eso lYe i i ..,d 1 into Com mi ttec to eo11 ::> icl er 
ihe Bill clause by clause . 

House in Cmnm1:ttee. 
Cla·uscs 1 and 2 . 
Enactment. 
Title. 
Il.ou.s e ·rc ::; u'/11 erl. 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 
Your Honour, I rise to report the ])ill from Committuu ,,·itlwnt 

ally a nHmd men t- . 

His Honour: 
'l'he qu e:-iL iou i:-; ' ' 'l'lw t t.his Hou:-;e do advi ::>e Hi ::> Excellency that 

i.hi s Hill is aceeptubh· to th e Hou:-;t~ without amendment". Those 
in favour say ·' Ay e · ·, those to th<· comt.rary s;1y '' No ' '. The 
" Ayes ' ' have it . 

A BILL FOR AN 0Rl>TN.\NCJo: TO l> HOIIlJIIT Tin: U ~n: ov :MANILLAS AS 

CuRRENCY 

The Acting. Resident, ljebu Province : 
Your Honour. I rise to move a r esolution that this Hou:':le clo advise 

His E:x:cellenc.y tlw DoYenwr that a Bill for an Ordinan<~e to-prohibit 
ilw m;c~ of Mauillas :1s C'lll'l't'll<'.y is : H · t·. ~~ pt ahl!~ to t.lw Honse. 

I would hrie:Hy explain i.o Lh!• Hom;e tlw origin of the u:->e of 
Manilla as cuneney. The word '' manilla. '' is a Portuguese word 
m eanin g " bracelet " antl m a nil1a :-; might be described as m etal 
braeeld.s used as cnn<mcy in somt• p<tds of till' E<t:-itern Provinces . 
'l'hey were introduce<l by ~ ~ arl y Europe:m tmclen; an<1 gra(1un.1ly 
becam e the preclominating cmTeney between the Cross River and 
the Lmver N iger. 'J'oday they are being exeh anged at a. rate vary
ing from 4 to 24 to Js according to the type of manilla. As 
m embers are no cloubt <.iware a withdrawal schem e hn s been in 
01wrntion sinee Jst OctobPr aucl (j-overnm ent notices have been 
published in the Ga7-ette ancl in t.l1 e I)ress g iving d<~ ta.ils of this 
:-;cheme. Latest r eport::; from the nrea show tha.t tl1 e :-;cheme is 
procee<lin g· Rmoothly :1nd i.hnt. m:milla R :1rP lwing rxchang·prl i11 large 
num hers. 

Your Honour, it must lw obvious to all that the withc1rawnl of 
su r.h a cum ber snm e form of t'lllTl' lH'.V :1s an• manilbs is long overdue 
ill such a prog-ress ivP t'Ollllhy ~~s l'\ ig·l' ri:J. Tht• Bill now hefore the 

11 
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Hou~:>e i~ <l e~igued to ewmre t.lwt, the withdra.wal seheme may be 
com1? 1 dely eih~di ve by making ii. illegal fur a.ny person to use 
ma.mlln s a s eurreuey or to lwve more than :200 iu his possession. 

Your Honour, 1 beg to move. 

The ·Member for the Ijebu Province (Chief A. 0. Okupe, the 
Alaperu of .Iperu) : 
Your Honour, I beg to seeoncl. 

His ·Honour : 
Thl" qu <:.•stion is " 'rlw t. the House do advise His Excellency that 

this J3ill iH aceepb ble to the HouHe ". 'rhose in favour say 
' ·Aye", thosl~ io tl1e <'onirary ' ' No". 1'he "Ayes" have it. 

1'he House will now resohe ilself inh> Committee to consicler the 
Hill rlaw~e by clause. 

Ho·u;;e ·in Ummn ittcc . 
Cila1.ts es J-:j. 
Ena ctment . 
T-i.tle. 
Hous e ·resu.merl. 

The Acting Resident, ljebu Province : 
Y 01ir Honour , 1 lwg io report. the Bill from Ccmunittee without 

n m ell<1 m en t. 

His Honour: 
The tplPstiou is " 'l'hat this House e1o advise Ilis Excellency that 

ihis Rill is aceeptabl e to the House without amenllmeut ". 1'hose 
in favour sny " Aye ", those to the contrary " No ". The " Ayes " 
have it. 

A Bn,L FOH. AN Om>INANCE m~LATIN(; TO c~·~WL\.IN CoultTS-MAH.TlAL 

coNY.ENED HETwJo;EN THE ;HJnr D,\Y oF OcTOBEH, lU4C>.:. .\ND Tim 

11TII D.\Y OF .T DLY , l!H6, HOTII ll:\TES lNCLUSl';l'~· - · · · . · -~ - -~~-'· 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 
Your Honour, 1 ri se to move a r mJolut.iuu thut this House do advise 

His .Exeell en cy the Governor that the Hill for an Ordinance fOT the 
Royal \Vest African Frontier Force (Nigeria R egiment) Courts-
1\brtial Validation Ordi-nance is ncceptable to the House. 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
f 
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I 
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I 

I 
I 
I 

The renson for tl1 is Bill is this. 'l'lH~ Army Act l:NI.fwd to apply "\_ 
to the Ro~' al \Yl~st A frien n Frontier Force (Nigeria R egiment) on \ 
i:h.e ;30ih of 0<·1olwr, l!l -FJ, tlwt is , on ih e clay thnt the H.oya l \ Vest 
Afri<·nn Froutit'l' li'oJTe <'t·':l~<·d io hP on :'tdiYe Hervice, but Courts
U a.rtial were hPld hom ihat elate :mel th e~· eoulcl only lawfully be 

.held uncl er Rer.tion 4D of the Royal \Vest African Frontier Foree 
Orc1inam·r if till) Gon·mm· :mthorisPrl :m Otli.cer to hold them. 
Adually aHiwug·h s<•n•r:~l Court-M:utinl pnweeelingR wNe h elrl as 
frnlll i.IH· :l!lill O<·iolwr. J!).t;"'), ihP W:l!T:111i of 1lw novrrnor r.onvening· 
tll<~se J>I'UI '<'<'dings \\':Is noj ·s ig'lll'd 11111il !ht• 11111 of .Tnly, lf)4(), so 
that unl eRs this Hill is pn H:-~ed , ib<>se proee<>rlings will bt~ invalid. 
AlRo it is necessnry io iw1Pmnify all ntfir.Prs who not only held the 

l2 
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ln·uceeLl.iug~; u1 these Cutu·t:-;-:Ma rl i:~ 1, Lul l he Ufli<:en; abo \dto 
< !Ollfinut~d Ute pruceediugs, <tll<l litis 1:-; pru,·ided fur tlllder Clause ,l 
of the Bill. 

Your Honour) l Leg tu lllO\'l~ . 

The Member for the Abeokuta Province (Chief A. Soetan): 
Your Honour, in risi11g to secoiHl this motion I wish to observe 

that this is only a Bill whieh seeks to regularise certain defec.ts 
ansmg from proceedings of court-martial. It is a mere 
' vali<lation ' and also fl,U iudemni fying Ordinance with respect to 
t.he court-martial proceedings which, unless this Bill' is passed, may 
become in valicl. TlH,• o Lj t~ c·. t a.ud I he reascm for the Bill arc formal. 
Your Honour, I Lt~g lo Sl'L'otul. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha): 
Your Houoi1r, I rise to :m pport the Bill iu principle subjed to 

o11e or two an1enclments i11 <1ue course. 

His Honour: 
'l'lte que:-;t.iou is "'!'hat Utis House do aclvist~ His Excellen<·.y that 

1.l1is Bill is acceptable in priueiple io t.hi:-; Hom;e ". ~'hose in favour 
say " Ayt! ", those i.o the contrary " No " . 'l'he " A~: es " have it. 

1'he House will now resolve ibelf into Committee to eonsider the 
Bill clause by clause. 

House ·£n CmnmdteP:. 
Clrl!Uses 1-.2. 
Enact'tnent. 
T ·itle. 
I 1 o11.se 'l'esumed. 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 
Your Honour, I rise to report the Bill from Comittee without 

amer'ndment. 

His Honour: 
rrht> qm~~tiou is " 'I'Ji~,t. Utis House do advise His Exc·ellency that 

t-.ltis Bill is a.c : <~eptahle io ihP TToust• witlwut nmelHlment ". 11 hose 
in favour say" Aye", t.ltosP to ilt(• coutr~try '' No ". '1'hc" Ayes" 
hav<· iL 

A BILL FOR AN 0IUHNANCE To PHOVIDE For~ THE EsTAnLISHMENT oF 

il.EGTONAL DEVELOPME~T HOARDS FOR TI-m PUllPOSE OF FOSTERING' 

THE EcoNoMic DEVJ~LOPMENT oF NIGERIA nY :MAIGNG GRANTS AND 

Anv~\NCES ouT oF sucH MoNEYS .·\S UA.Y Jm MADE Av:uL~UJLE .-\Ni> 

FOH PURPOSES CONNECTED THEllEWITH 

The Acting Resident, Warri Province: 
Your Honour, I ris<• io move the reRolution thaL lltis House do 

~tdvise His Exrelleucv thP UovPntor that a Bill for an Ordinance 
enti tlecl the TI.egiom~l DPvel opmPni Hoarcl s Orflinumee, 1949, is 
il<'C'<'pbhle to this House. 
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duuse 12 of the J !J.J.G Ordi mtllee wi lb the v<S·.r i m pn rLw t diilerem~e 
l.hat. i.he Hegiowd Boards establit·dted umler thi::; Bill may make 
graul:-> or u<lvanees to iwlividuab as well a::; to approve<l ;mthorities. 
The limitatio11s of tLe Boanl '::; powers iu t.Li::; resped are ::;et out under 
clause 21 sub-clause 2 and sedions ~2 an<l 23. 

Parts 6 to 10 inclusive of the Bill provide tor the eanying- out of 
the Board '::; functions in a proper <llld bw:;~nes::;-like manner. 

rl'he wonliug of dause 4 <leseribes the.eompo::;ition of the Board and 
ha::; I Ulltlerstand, been the s uhj ed of adverse criticism. rrhis 
provides that the Boar<l t:>hall llUve a minimum membership · of five 
of whom three shall be membeT:-> of the Hegio1nal House. There is, 
as the clause i:-; at pre:-;ent won1e<1, notl1ing to prevent the approp.riate 
autJwrity-that is Your Honour-hum appoiuti11g such a number 
of official members as to ensure a shung official maj uri ty. rrhis of 

. course is very far hom Your Honour's int<~utioll.· In the past two 
or three years numerous boards and <:ommittee::; have been e::;bblishecl 
by law nud tlwngh l :1111 :-;ure none of ns hav<! heanl of any 
< ~omplaints, these Boards ancl Committees have placed a heavy 
burden of ·weighty responsibility ou the shoul dert:> · of unofficial 
1ucmbers of this House an<1 l.hese members have their own business 
all(l private interests as well Ht:> ot h<:·r r espousibilitie:-; in their o•nt 
Native Administrations to <'oucider. The i'lltention rather of the 
wording of the dause is j·.o emal>le Your Honour to seek for men of 
goo<l will :uul puhli< ~ Hpiril. md:si<lu il1n <~OHfiJWH of this House and 
even outside the NatiYe Authority Uutuu·ils. l also uud e1·sLund ll1ut 
the opinion of the three regions as io tl1e :->eh•ction of .membm~s of 
these Boarch; i::; not unanimous :1n<l il1is one Bill covers all tln~e 
Hegions. 

Other points will no <loubt b e r:1ised in Committee, hut l wouhl 
re-assert my conviction that the th1·t>e l'roYin<"es \Yill gtve this JEll 
i.he warmest welf'.ome . 

Your Honour 1 beo· to lllOYe. 
. ' b 

The Member for the Warri Province (Chief Jes~a Ogboru): 
Your Honour, I beg to se('ond the tnotion. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 
Your Honour. T agreP willt th e prill<'iples of this Bill nnd in 

aecordanc·.e with the wish<~ s of t.ht· lllon•r. \H~ in tlw Oyo Pnn·ince 
shall give it H vPry warm well'ome. 

·His Honour : 
Does an:v 111l~ lllbt) r wish in :l<1<1n·ss tl)(• n(I\JS(' ~ 

'l'he <plt!stinll is "'l'll:tL ll1i s llou ;-; l' <l() <~dvisl' 11 is Ex<'l'llen<·.v till ~ 
fl.ovPl'llOl' lhn.i. l.his Hill is :H'C'<'Iilnblt· !.11 llH· Hm1:-;<• i11 print·ipl1• ". 
'l'ltose in fnv(Jlll' S< i,\' , ( .\.Vl' •·. lhtl ,.; t• It! 1lu• ('(Jtt!Ltl',\' ,, -:.r () ,, rrlll' 
"Ay<'~" h:1ve it:. 

I I 
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The House will now resolve i t~el£ in i.o Committee to consider the 
Hill elau::>e by elause. 

II owse in Cmnm~ittee. 
C la·u.8 e8 1-43. 
E'·tw.c f.m.eJ~ t . 
. Title. 
H ouse resnm.eJ.. 

The Acting Resident, Warri Province: 
Your Honour, I beg to r eport the Bill from Committee without 

amendment. 

His Honour: 
'l'lw qu e:-;tion is " '11hat. iltis How;e clo advise His Exce ll eu ey the 

Gov<~nwr that t he Bill is <HT<~pb bl e to th i:-; House without n.mend
lll<'ll l. ' ' . '1 1

ltos<' in bvour sa.v ' ' A)·<···. iltos<! lo tlw <'.ontrary 
•· No". 'rlt<• .. Ay<•s" lt:tve il. 

.A HLLL H>ll .\ N OtunNANCE FUJtTrnm TO A?.m Nn THE DrrLOMATIC 

I) mviLEGEi; (ExTENS ION) On DINANCE, 1D47 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 
Y our Hotnour, I beg to move the r eRolution that this House do 

:uhise Hi ~ Excell e n< ·.\· the Governor Hw.t :1 Bill to alttPtHl t!tP 
Diplomatic Vrivilrges (Extension) Orrtin:mr.e, 1947, is a<' ceptable 
to this Hm.1se . 

In short , Y~mr Honour , th e r eat>ou for th e Hill is to bring the 
1D41 Ordinance into line with interrwtional practit:e aml to give 
r epresentatives of His Majesty th e Ki11g \Yho may attewl interna
t ional Conferences in Nigeria the sa.me diplomatic privileges as are 
enjoyed by representatives of foreig-n sovereig-ns in Nigeria. 

Your Honour, I beg to move. 

The Member for the Ijebu Province (Chief A. 0. Okupe, the 
Alaperu of lperu) : 
Your Honour, I beg to secon<l. 

His Honour: 
'ehe question i:-> ' · 'rlud this Howse <lo nclvise His Excellency the 

Governor that th e Hill iR <wc.eptable in principle to the House ". 
'l_lhose in favour say '' Aye " , those to the c·.ontra.ry " No " . The 
" Ay es " have it . 

The Hon:-;e "·ill 11ow r esolve il ~elf i11to Colllmittee Lo c~q_~ifl.~-c ... ~e 
Bill da.u se by t:laut>e. 

!louse £n Cotnl//.tjlce . 
C ln·us es .l-4. 
Enar.tm rm.t. 
'titl e. 
I 1 () II Sf: I' CS 11 ? 11 t'rl . . 

'-¥41- ·--. 
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His H,· Senior Crown Counsel : 
'l'h•lour Honour, 1 beg to report. the Bill fro111 Cumipitl.ee without. 

fa vo:1endment. 

His Honour: 
'l'he question is that this House do now ad vi::;e llis Ex<..:ellem:y that 

this Bill is acceptable to the House without amendment. 'l'hose 
in favour say '' Aye '', those to the <..:on trary '' No '' .. The '' Ayes '' 
have it. 

A BILL FOR AN 0IU>lNANCE FURTHER TO AMEND THE INCOME 'l'AX 

ORDINANCE, 1943 

The Resident, Benin Province : 
Your Honour, I rise to move a ret>ol ution that this House do advise 

His Excellency, the Governor that the Bill for the Income Tax 
Amendment Ordinance, 1949, is acceptable to this House in 
principle. 

'l'here are four things to be :-;aiel about fisc<Ll legit>lation, of which 
the first is the obvious ont' that it i:-; intended to produce revenues of 
state. There are two other uspeds of fiscal legislation which any 
House considering legislation must bear in mind: one is that no 
unfair burden should be laid on any iudivirlual or on a'uy parti<..:ular 
section of the colllrnunity; the secon<1 it> that tlie Ordinance should 
be so framed as to leave few loopholes for fr:.~ud or for~th<Lt ingenuity 
which approaches fraud. 'J.1he last aspect of income tax legislation 
is the bewildering number of amendments which appear from year 
to year. I visited a number of offices iu st.wlying this Bill nu<l wns 
unable to find in either my own offic:e or in any other a <..:o1nplete and 
up-to-date edition of the Orclinan<..:e until I found in the Regional 
Treasury a newly printed version far preferable to my own · <..:opy 
with layers and layers of typewritten amewlments which . were 
exceedingly confusing. In addition to the heavy amenclmentt>, 
there is another remarkable feature, which it>. the numbering o£ 
sections .. I would draw the attention of Membei·s of ·the House to 
Clause 5 (c) of the ]3ill now Lefort~ Utt! Honse \d1idt puq.wrts to 
amend proviso (hi) of I:HtO-lJlll'agraph (i) paragraph (m) of sub-section 
(1) of section 10. I £nc1 that rnthcr hard going. I have covered 
my own copy of the Bill wii.h gTeen :nul l'e(l pencil marks to show me 
my way about. 

It is not necessn.r~· for me to go through every single clause of this 
Bill, even though Members cannot be as familiar ns the Income 
'l'ax Commissioner with the main On1iuance, but. I would like to . 
refer to one or two. 

ln l.lw lirst. plnt't' l.lwn' i:-; :1 group of :tllll'tulntt•td-R relating t.o Uw 
:ulminit>i.ration of LltP Ordin:tJI('lL 'l'hesu a.re the last three dauses 
of this Bill, 10) 11, J2. 10 is OllP of these c:onsequentinl amend
ments: Homeone forg·oi: to pui in :tn nlllentlment to se<:iion 57 wheu 

\ 

\ 
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section 26 was amended. This is of uo great importanee. Chthe 
11 is of intere::;i:. It appear::; t.lwt it i~ the invariable praetice 
income tax payers to refw;e to aeeepi. an unfavourable decision 
the Board of Commissioners in the e<.tse of substantial amounts: the:.~ 
invariable practice i~-; to appe:d to the Supreme Court. This Clause 
provides a little rGlid 1o l.he Ho:1nl uf Connnissioners in that appeals 
ean lie to the Board 01dy if the ::;1m1 p:1yable in tax is less than £50. 
'l_1hat is to say, in all substantial t.:ases the appeal goes dired to the 
Supreme Court. Clause 12 is au easy one. Section 76 of the main 
9rclinance is out of date in tl1at the Legislative Council now 
legislates for the whole of Nigeria, therefore we have a new section. 

There are several clauses clc::;ignecl to ::;top gaps or fill loopholes. 
'1_1hey are not of any grea.t importance, but they show how· dever 
i)eople are in getting round Ordinances. 

Clause :2 relates to aliens who marry N igeri:m women by Native 
Law and Custom but who may subsequently repudiate the contract. 
In the present Ordinance it is possible for such people to claim tax 
relief for a wife by Native Law and Custom, but Clause 8 provides 
a ne"\v definition to include the wife only where both husband and 
wife are subject to Native Law and Custom. 

rl'he next evasion iH c·.overecl by clause 3 which lays down what is 
taxable for persons in employment. It makes it dear that all gains 
and profits are taxable, " ineluding any allowances paid or payable 
in money to or on behalf of the employee other than in respeet of any 
passage to or from Nigeria ". It appears to be the practice for 
ceri:n..in people to claim exemption on :d lo\\':lnees Rupposecll:y paid 
in respect of their wives' quarters, and thi:1 clause 1s designed to 
obviate that. 

'rhirdly, there is a series of amendments grvmg new relief. 
Cla.use 4 relieves from Income 11ax woun<l <lll(l disability pensions 
of members of local forces and Civil Defellee. rrhe original bill 
covers only " His ll:fajesty's Forces ". 

Clause 5 (c) of the Bill is relief in resped of certain premises 
owned by Companies. At present the Ordinance provides for relief 
in respeet of premises used entirely for the welfare of employees. 
'rl1e n.menil.mei1t changes " entirely " into " wholly or mainly ", 
and is intended to cover such things as Hospitals or Dispensaries 
concluctecl by firfns which benefit memlwrs of fnlllilies or employees, 
not the employees themselves only. 

Cla.use 6 (b) is a relief of some interest. The existing O~dlilU:~'... .. 

is based on tl1e U niterl Kingdom Orclin~mc ~ e in respect of reliefs for 
life insurance premium!'<. rrhe :unendnwnt provi<leclb)- chuse 6 (h) 
i nc·l;<~ <lfleR tl1P n~l iPf :1llmn~<l frnm 7 p<>r neni: to 10 pPr c;pnt. of the ·. 
l':tpiJ.:t] ~lllll ill~\lJ't•d fill', :111d ;J]:-4!l illl'.l'I':I S!'S fl'Oill 011<'-RixJ !1 ill Olll~ -fifj!J 
(Jr a. Jl£·r~nll 's i llt·olll!' lilt· I td :tl :tlllolllll t,f dt·tltt<·LioJ, \\-II if' I, hP m~ty 
d:~i m in respec1. of I i fl' i llsllr:tnl·(• pn•n1 illlll:-1. 
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Ucc. l.:>u:-.;t~ li (a) provid es auol.her relief , in :::;ome :::;eu:.,e eolllpeusnting 
.Je loophole do:::;ed in dnu:-;e ~ - TTw1er t lte existiug Ordinauel', 

His hlefi11ition of a child iucltu1e:::; " :t c.ltil<l :u1upled in accordance 
'l'Jh auy statutory provision ' ' but. <loes uot iuducle illegitimate 

childreu. 'l'he Bill is iu teu(lell to n:-;:::; i:::;t the futher of au illegitimate 
<·hilu if he ·wishes to :u1opt t h e ehild . A:::; there i t> no statutory provi
:::; iou for mloptiou iu t his cou11hy, the taxpayer must prove " to the 
satisf:.wtiou of the Comlllissioner " that he h:ts adopteu such a child. 

Lastly, there is what is by a great deal the most important cl~use 
of this Bill. It refers to Coll).panies' Iucome Tax. Clause 8 
provic1 es r elief over the fir:::;t six years of the existence of any 
Compauy " iucorporatecl and controlled in Nigeria on or after the 
1st day uf April, Hl44 " . 'l'he obj ect is to assist financially local 
Nigerian Compauie:::; by provicliug substantial income tax relief over 
the first six years of their existew :e . Th e Assistant Commissioner 
of Iucom e 'l'ax wa:::; goo<l euou1 .. dt to give me some figures, which took 
:t long time to 'vork out, to sho.w t.h e extent of thn.t r elief . 

For the year of assessment in which Companies are incorporated 
aucl for the uext followiug year Members will find that relief is 
:.tllowecl up to £1,000. . · 

For th e two years of n :::>H(-~ 14 sm e n t fo llowing the r a te of two-third:; 
of the normal tax is imposeJ , n.gniu above :1. limit of £1,000 'vhich , 
remains non t:txable. 

For t-he b;-o subseljueut yea rs i lw ru.Le of oue-third tax is remitted. 

Sub-:::;ed.ion (3) of the Hew Red.ion 21A vrovided by Clause 8 of this 
. :unending Bill is explaiueu in the Objects ancl Reasons. .A. 

Company is eutitl ecl io r elief up to £1,000. If the income of the . 
Company exceeds £1,000, ' ' the amount of the income to ·be relieved 
of tax shall be r educed by one-ha,lf the excess of sueh income over 
the sum of £1,000 ". 'rhat is i.o say on a total income of £1,500, 
the relief of £1,000 is r e<lnced by huH the difference betweei;J. £1,000 
:.mel £1,500, so the Compnny p ays tax on the sum of £750. 

Now for the figures worked out by way of example in the income 
tax office . A hypoth eticnl firm earning £1,200 steadily throughout 
tl te first six yeu rs of it8 lifC' would be <mtii.led , nt t1e full rate of seven 
s it ill iug.:-; a.Jl<1 :-;ix p en<'(', i.o p:ty .£:2, 700 i 11 Lax over six years: £450 
:t .v<':l.r for six _\'<':t.I 'H . [(.s n·li('l' i11 t.hP find. iwo yen.rs would be 

"'.-t:l;~7 lOs 0<1 ; t.lt<' n·lid in Lit<' ntiddlt-~ rwriod of two years) that is the 
t.hinl an<1 fom·tlt ye:ns, dn>ps (.o £:2:2G ; i n t h e last two ye:lrs, that 
i"' t.he fl.H.h and sixth years, it drops Lo £..1.12 lOs Oc1. This gives 
:t total Telief amounting to £ 1,340 on a taxable capacity over six 
years of £2,700 . 'l'h:1i. is .£ 10 l ess than half the tax they would 
honnally have to pay, 1rltich is :t Yery substantial relief.' 

A firm maki1 1g fo>i.<'<t.<1i.l,\- innt·:t 14 lllg' profits, a firm for instnu(~t: 
:·d.:lrhltg' willt :1 profit 11f ti , ()()() i11 il s find: .\·<':t.r <tlld in< ~ l'<':tsing· nplo 
.t;8,[,t)U hy it.s s ix il1 .\·t·Hl' , m~tdd 1)1' I inbh• for l.nx a! t.llC full i·ale of 
of .£3,450 iu the six years. H l·li d in the first and second year s 
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would be £;r/;j _ Hy tlw ~ixt . h .\ · t~ <~ . r, if thl' .Y arc lll<~kiug £:.2,500; r eli ef 
·will be dropp ed to £0 1 5 Od. The toLtl ndief of thi~ prognl\St>ive 
t:ompa.ny i." .t t ,:z,-J(i out. of ;1 Ltx<~hle nornw.l ca pa e ity of £~~. ~GO. 
'l'lw.t i~ to ~<~. y that t.he find. lil"ltl Wt\ c ·.on~id e red , earning- <1 ste<:t<ly 
.£1,200 , eut h<~If it,~ tax. The firm whid1 iuer eased its profits yearly, 
progressively d ecrea t>ed i ts eligibility for r elief . For this hypothe
tical finn whose profit;:; \Yent from £ 1,000 in the first year to £2,500 
iu its sixth year t he relief is <tbout; one-third. H ere ngnin, Mem-. ' 
hers '"ill agree that the relief is very t>uhstant.iul. 

Ther e 'is a t>t ing in the tail of l'lause s. U nd er sub-sect.iou 4, ltO 

r elief :-; hall h e gr;ud.ed ''to any Cm11pany fonnecl to a<·.quir(~ t.l1e 

who] e or any part of ;1 trad e or bu:-;inet>s previou;:;ly carried on by 
anothei· eompauy '' . 

Your Honour iu yuttr :->peech ye:->t.<!rdny ma<le reference to the rate 
of Companies' I1icome Tax as being laid (lawn within the body of 
t.he Ordinance: \Vit.h permission, ·r " ·ould refer to this matter by 
way of ;unendmeut; in Committee . 

Your Honour, [ beg to move. 

The Honourable bmo N'Oba Akenzua II, c.M.C. , the Oba of 
Benin: 
Youi· Honour, T lwg to :-;el'ow1. 

His Honour: 
The question i:-; '· 'l'hat th i:-; Hou:-;e do ath·i :-;p 11 i:-; E.xl' ellency t.hat 

the Bill i t> acnept.ubl e in prinl'iple to th e Hou:->e ' '. Tho;:;e in favour 
say " Aye ", thot>e i.o the contrary " No ' '. 'l'he " Ayes " have it. 

The Hout>l' will now r esolve i tt>elt in to Commi t ee to consider the 
Hill cl ause by dause . 

H o·use 1:.n Com.mdtee. 
C lmt0 Cs 1-7'. 

The Resident~ BeQin Province : 
Your Honom·~ 1 }Jl'OJ)()He t.lwt ;1 new c lu u:->e :..; be add ed aml the 

pre:-;ent elau:-;e S re-numbered a:-; ('lanse D. 'l'h e new clause 8 t o read 
as follows :-

" Section 21 of the prineipal Ordinance is h ereby repeale<l and 
· t h e following section subHtit;uted therefor:-

21. There sbnll be leYied nncJ paid for eaC'h year of 
nssessment. in r espec.t. of t.he c.lwrgea bl e income of every 
company tux at. t.be rate set forth in t h e Thir<l Schedule: r 

Provided t.hat. "·hen~ an y such Compnny proves to tlH~ 
:-;at.iHfad.iou of th e Commissioner t.hat <lllY f1ividemls hrn'.e 
ht'PII p:tid nut nf Slll'h dl:ll'gt-•:1hl t- int'Olll<-'. :111 a'mmtni 
t•qtt :tl lo Slll'lt di\'tdt•liCl s ltt:I,Y ],,~ l'h:ll'!-tt!d willt :lli:V I :IX, 

:1 :-; 1111· Comn1 iss io!lt \l' ;-; l1;1ll tldcl'tllillt! '. 

' 
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His Honour: 
'l'he ques tion is t lwt. ( '.Ia use 0 lw <~lltt'lld ed <IS sugg-<•stt•tl. 'l'ho:;e in 

favour say " Aye " those to the cun(r;~ry " No '' 'l'he " . Ayl~s" 

lw ve i i.. 

'l'he question is t lwt the u e w (..!la.use 0 will :sL1ud a:::; part of t h e Bill. 
'l'lwse in favour Hrty " Aye ", those io the !'ont.rary " N o " 'l'he 
" Ayes " have it. 

Clrmse .'), /o1"lllllZZ.!J r:lu use S. 
C l({use ZU, jo'l"nw rl.IJ dau:se D. 

The Resident, Benin Province : 
Your Honour, it is proposed that Clawse IU should be altered

or that a n ew Clause J 0 shmdcl be iuHerte<l and the subHequent clauses 
renumhere<l. 

" J 0. Sub-sel' lion (I) of sed.iuH ~D of ilt e priucip c..d Or<linauce 
is h er eby nmend ecl i 11 the follu\\riug- resp eets :-

(a) by t h e <l e lehou of the -n·ords " at the rate of 
seven shillings and six pen< ·.e " where th<>~~ occur in t he 
fourth line ancl by the subHt. i tuhon therefor of the w6nh 
~~ t the rate sPt forth in t h e 'l'hird Sehed ule; and 

(/J) by tltL' <l el etion of i he ,,·onls " seven shillillg·s 
;t 1111 six )H'II!'P '' "' bt~n· they oce ur in the fourth line of 
t.lt e proviso to th e ::mb-sedion and by .th e substitution 
t lt er efu1· of the \Y<Jnls " tltat . set forth in the ':l_1hin1 
Schedule " . 

His Honour: 
The question is that- th!~ n· sLwll L~:· ; t tH·\\· Cl:tuRe 10 as lJl'Uposed. 

'l'hm;e in favour say " Aye' ' , those to !Itt' !'ontrary ''No " . 'l'he 
" Ayet> " have it. 

'l'lt e llue:stiou is tltai. t.lt e fonll t'l' CLmse D shall sta.n<l <IS part of the 
Bill. 'l'ltose in fa\'our s;t ,v "Ayt• ··. iltost• to th<' rottiT;II'Y "No " 
The ' ..:l,Vt's " lw Yt' it. 

Clau:se 11. jol'llletl,l; clrutse fJ. 
Clanse J..~. jui'III WI'l;tj cltt iiS(' m. 
Cfu·11 sp_ I.'J , /orll;r:rly dn11 .H: II . 
Clol/ .<1: J.J. f ''rr/lr- dy r· l"' ' ' " ] ·~. 

Tht: Rt:sident, lknin Pru\ince : 
It i:; propo:-:.ed that tlt l' pritt<·ip<tl Unlinance lw amettd e<l by t lw 

a<hlitiou thenc> to, immt'dintt~ l .Y <tft er tltt• se<·o tul sclte<lule , of the 
fullo'::ing sGltedule:-

" 'l'ltinl S< :h eclul!·. 
(Sedioll :21) . 
'I 1 IIP I'H{t• of (;IX ill l'(' S jll'('( llf il11 • l'!J<ll'g'P<thlt• illt'. ()lll(~ of t~V!~T'~' 

t·.oltt p;tll,\' slt:tll 111• ;; ,.,.,.,, s it iII i 1t.~· s ;ttlll s i ' l '' : nt ·. t ~ for CYCl',\' 

pouud " 
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His Honour: 
'rhe <1u e:-;l.io n il"l il1at tJ1 c rc ,,·ill IH' a U L'\\' <'I<LUtie 10 a:::; proposed. 

Tlw::;e in favo ur :-;uy "Aye'', t- l1 ose i.o t h e eoutrai·y "No". 'l'he 
'' Aye:-; " h :JY P it. 

'l'IJt• qtu•: .. d.itlll i :> llt :tl . C l : tll :> t' 1;-, s lt<ill Ill' t 'IIJI :> itlt•J't •tl 11s p111'1. ol' ll11 ~ 

lEU. 'l'lw.:;e in favour :-;:l.Y '' AyL' ", those to tl1e eo ntrary ''No'' 
'l1 l1 e " A • " 1 ·t . Aye:s 1ave 1 . 

' Enact·ment. 
Tdle. 
11 ()'/( se 1-es·u ·m erl . 

The Resident, Benin Province : 
Yo ur Houonr , J Leg t.u n•port. I ll< ~ Bill for Lhe Ln< ·O tll <' '1':1:-.: A llll ' IHl 

m eut Onlin:tll<'e from Cullll ll.i ttee with i.lu·ee amentln w nt:-; . The::;e 
:mi e ndm<•n t.i"'i a:-; sPI. md. in<'IU<ll• re- Jmmberi ll g . 

His Honour: 
Th e que::;hon i::; " That thi::; Hou:-.;e do achi:::;e His Excellency the 

Uovenwr that this Bill i:-; a< ~cepbble to t he Ho use with amendments 
as propo t-ie d '' . 'l'hot-ie in · favour 1-iay ''Aye'', t hot-ie to i.he eontrnry 
"No ". 'l'he '' Ayel"i ' ' havt~ it. 

A BILL FOH .\ N (hUJIN.\NCE TO :MA I\E l'JWVI:-.;101'\ \VJTU UE~l'ECT TO 

. VOTIM:Elt CONTlUlJUTORS TO THE PALESTINE \~TJnOWS' AND ORPHANS' 

PENSION l 1'UND \\ "110 .\HE . \.PPmNTEJ> TO THE SBHV rcE oF TilE 

GovmwJ\mNT 

The Secretary, Western Provinces : 
Your HolJour,] beg to lllove a n•;;o luhon tl1:d Hi:-> Ex<·ellen<'y t!H• 

GnYernor lw :ulvis<~d i. h:d 1-lw Hi11 t>ld-.itl ed '' Au On1in:lllee to m:tkP 
proYi:-> ion in resped of former !'ouhilmtor::; to tlte Pa l estine \ Vidow:-;' 
:mel Orphnnf;' l)enf: iou Seh eme " is <tecept<thle to th is House. 

Your Honour, :tfter the intrieaeies of ihe la.tit bill th is is a: ver y 
1'-iimple and sllOrt om·. The objed;:; Dnd r e:1::;o ns as ·set out are cle: tr, · 
hut there are just. ou e or two poini. i"'i In llH•ni.ion . TT ~ually when :m . 
Officer is iran~fer re <l fro111 on e tenilu ry lo another he co ntinue::; to 
contribute io t h e \Vi(luws ' :m<l Orphanl"i' fuwl of his first territory. 
lror exampl e, a fter b e has b een trausfenecl io the Gold Coast from 
Nigeria, h e wonlcl < ~oniinue to contribute t.o t he N igerian vVi dows' 
:11lu Orphan~' f und . :-::li nce ilH· m:tndated t.enitory of Pale::;tine i~; 
11 0 l onger a p:tri of I it t-' Coumwuw('a. l t h , P:d est.ine Officer's find t h em
selves \Vithou(-, :1 fund io whil'll to contribute since their own hns been 
<:losed down. 'l'he:-;e otfi< :e r:-; :II\~ lllo:-;tly transferring to otl1er co lonies 
:md, a:-; the ohj eds :m<l re: tSOllt-i iudi<:: tt e, ot.her colonies are passing 
similar l egi::;la t.ion i o i. hi ::; end to n ss ist t.he::;e officers iu their cli:fficul t 
position·. · 

I 

The Rill i::~ <l et-iig netl to eHablt • t-it ll'h :1 n otiicer, if h(e wi::;h es to do SJ, 

in Jll~1k P a <·on1ribul io11 of :Ill pn~Yioui"'i p:t.vments iuio the :Pale:-;tiHe 
Fund. :1:-; llO\\' n •ftllltl(·d t,, hi1tl, lo <lltl' \\ ' idnw:-.;' :tn<l Orplt:ms' l''nwl 
],t •J·,.. I 11 L t.\ · ~; :1y I J, :tl !Itt· IIIIIIIIH·J · "" ( llliGer:.; f'fll lt'l'l'flt 't l , ~. Yt·n · -._ rn:lli. 

l 11ur Jli,Jltntr, I hq-\· ,,, ltfll\·, .. 

.. ¥ 

.-• 
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The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces : 
Y oui· Honour, 1 lH·g to sc~.:otul. 

His Honour: 
The flUP:·dion i t-~ .. That tili:-; .Hollt-~l' do aLlvit-~<! His Ex('elleucy 

that thiH Bill it-~ ~~~·<·ept.uble io the House in priueiple ''. 'l'hose in 
f '' \ '' il i Jl J ''N" Tl ".A.ye ··J ' nvowr say .1 yt,· , · w :-;e o ,. 1e eo n ,r;uy 1 o . te :-> 

have it. 

'L'he Hmu;e '"ill now n~~oh-l' iisl:'lf into ('onnnitlee io eonsider the 
Hill da u::;e by elause. 

llottse ·in Conunittee. 
Cla·uses 1-3. 
Clause 4. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 
Your Ho11onr, L :-;ugg·pst. i lwt " s '' h<! <ll:'ll'i e<l, in the l::~ st line, 

from thP wor<l ' Pent-~iotlt-~ ', iu <·I aut-~<' -1-. 
Cla'use 4 as <'Drrected. 
Enact·m en t. 
Tcitle. 
1l a use ?·es·u'm£>rl. 

The Secretary, Western Provinces : 
Your Honom·, I rise to report the Bill out of Committee without 

nmPndmc·nt nncl witl1 mw sl igllt C'OlTl'dion only. 

His Honour: 
'l'ltt• <pH~:-;tion it-~ " 'l'lt;d thi:-; Honse tlo 1ww a<lvit-~e Hi::; E:xrellency 

thai. tltit-~ Hill is ac<'ept.able i.u the Ilout-~l~ without ametulment. 'l'hose 
. J-. • • \ ' ' i I i t l t · ' '~ ' ' '1'1 " \ · " lll ·a your say J. yt> , · w sc o · IL~ <'Ull nuy 1'0 te 1.\.yes 
lw n .i t . · 

A H1r.r. 1:oH AN OtlJH N.\~C ' I ·~ 1:uwrHEH To .\~tENl> :ruB 
\\T. \TI ·: t:\\'()]{1\S UIWlNM>('I~ 

The Acting Deputy Director of Public Works: 
Your Honour, 1 ri:-;L· to JIIO\'l' <I n~t-~olution that this House <1o 

<Hhit-~L' Hi.-; Ex<'L~IIt•tt<·.v 1ltt• () on•rn<>t' iltat ;1 Hill entitled " 'l_lhe 
\Vail'nYorb (Alnt~n<ltll<~tti) Onlitl:lll<'L', !!)~- !) ,'' is a<·L·t•ptable to Hte 
HousP.. 

Your Honour, llti:-; Hill i:-; ;I \"Pl',V lll-i<~ f :111<1 simi>ll' une nn<l r e<1uires 
liitl<! l'XpLntnt.iotl. · 

'l'lt<-• 111~1jorii.v of \\ ':t tL~ nYork:-; in :\ig·Prl;l olh·r bll'ililiP::; for r ecre<l
tion <llt<l :-;purt in bt>;ding ;t ttd fisltit1g· but it it-~ at ~dl times ue<·e:-; ;-<ary 
t<l pn~:-;t• rn· tltt' W<ttL~ t· nn·;1 attd il ,; itlllllL~ diah· Yi<·iniiy from any 
Jl<>st-~ibilit.y ol' <·onLtlllin:ttiott, ;tnd til<'t-~<J pursuiis if l':ll·;·ied to exc~ess 
111 ig·h t. very Wl:'ll pmY<' a source of <'m b:ur:ISSlllenl to the \Vn ter 
Aui1t<:rity. In til(~ <·:1sf' of ho:tt-.ing- for insi:lll<'<', ;my form of 
lH<'<~h:tni<·:d pt·orntl:-;iou \Hllti<l lw ;thll<ll"l'<!llt tu attY \\T:1ter Authority. . . . 

.. . ~· 

~ 
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}'urihennore , \Yith regard ltl fi:·dling. lUUI' Huuour , ram uot au 
l':\[H"'rt on fishiug, lmi fi::dt <ll"e introclu<"ecl iulo t.he re:;l~ rvoin; a:; a 
h t~u l th m easure to keep clo\\·umos<ptit.o and other larvae awl it fi::;h
i ng- wert~ l'ani ed io t'XC'!'SS hy nd1.i ng- or ot.h er m c;ms, tlw rcfmlt 
would lH• i.hal I IH· sloc·k wot!ld h!• n·duc·!•d lo nil and ill<'td!•Jllally 
iII!.' sport wo1..dcl go too. 

Hithl~ rto th ere h<l :-> b een no onlin<llH'P for nuy control of boating 
or fishi1ig-. For these re<1.Hons this Bill i s 11ow introduced, i.o provid e 
for C'ontrol , all<l prohibition if nt•c·es:·mry, of ho<lling ancl fishing. 

Your Honmn·, T hc"'g to move. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief 1. R. Turton, 
the Riwase of Ilesha): 
Your Honour, I rist ~ lo spc·mHl Uw molion for t.he r e:u:;o ns which 

appear to nw to be Yery clear <mel aceeptnbl< ~. 

His Honour: 
'The que:::;tion . is " That tl1is House clo achise His Excellency that 

!11iB Bill is ac ceptabl e iu principle to this House ". 'l'hose in favour 
s<ty" Aye ", ·those to the eont.rary '' No ". The'' A.YeB " have it. 

'J'lte Huu:;e will ·JlOW rt>solYe itsPll ~nlo ('ommit.tee to consider the 
Hill clause by clause. 

1 frms~ ·/n Co·rnm1:Uee . 
( '1 (/.1/Ses 1 and 2. 
Rn([r: hnent.~. 
Tit 1 r.. 
11 ouse 1'f'Sumed. 

The Acting Deputy Director of Public Works : 
Your HouOlll', I ri ~c to n•port ll1c ]Jill from Cown.tiltee withoul 

amendment. 

His Honour: 
' . 

The que:;tion 1s " That this Houst• clo advi:-;e His E.xc·t•lll'IU'? thai 
this Bill is :u·cppt.Jhle to tlH• Hou:·w without <lllH~lHlnwnt ". 'rhose 
in fnvmn :-:;ay" A~·c· " thoRP to t.be eo11tr:n·~· " Ko ' ' The " Ayrs " 
han• it. 

A RlLL FOH. AN 0HnJN,\NCF vo11 TilE H.EcasTH.ATIOt:'~ ANn MAJ<ING 

1\NOWN oF TI-ll~ J'\ ,\MES ANn PJWPIIIJo:ToHS oF PmnontCALS AND FOR 

TJn: PRESEHV.\T.LON OF Cm•ms OF Hooli:S PIITNTlm TN NrGERL\ ANn 

FOH. THE JtJo:G I STlUTfON THEREOF 
I 

His Honour: 
'J' h is is <1 p r i \ . :1 h · 11 i 11 un cl ( · r :--; ( ·< · f ion : ll of f h 1 ~ S t :11 lC 1 i np; H. nll'S a w 1 

Chclc•rs 11f llw llonsc• . .\Hill. olhPr th:111 :1 (ron"'rllment Rill which 
lt:t s ht'! 'll \:1id Oil lltC' '!':thJ,. of illc• ffollSc ~ . lll:l\' ],(' ill{TocJucPd in 1he 
Hm1sP h~ · :111 l' nofli('i :1! Jlt•ltt hn. II nc1 Jl c:tlliH'r r·nn lw fnnncl f o 
inirocl1JC'!' or lo spc·oncl il. !Itt• l'n·sidt·nl sh:tll propose :1 resolut.o.n t.o 
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I he eifed that His Exeelleuey I he Goveruor be atlviseJ. that uo 
Member could he foull<l to iutro<luce tho Bill or to I ht~ L·ilL·<·I t hut llis 
J~xeelleuey the Uoveruor be udvised that 110 Ml'mlH~r l'<ntld Le fou.ud 
to secoud the resol u tiou. 

Is there any Unoffirial Memher here who is introducing thi::; Bill? 

In that r.ase I propose a resolution that His Excellency the 
Governor be ad vised i11 at no :Member:-; c~ould he fotiud t.o introduce 
th e Bill. 

'rhe questiou is that this resolution he put forward to the Gov~rnor. 

'l'hose in favour say " Aye ", those (.o the C'Ollh'<lry " No ". 'l'he 
" Ayes " have it. 

His Honour· 
Is it your "\Yish that the House shoul<l resUJ IW ,aguiil at U o'clock 

tomorrow? 

The House will resume at!) o'rloek tomonow mmning. 

House odjo/11'1/.Cd at 4.2() jJ./11 . 1111fii.'J 11. 111. on Tl11trsrloy, til e 7Gt/, 
of Dece mber, 1/J.f-S. 
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The ltesic1ent, Abeokuta Proviur8, 
Mr J. H. Blair, E. D. 
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Mr P. V. :Main. 
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Mr H. J. M. Curweu . 

. 'l'he Acting Hesident., \V<liTi Jll'O,·ilH'(', 

l\Ir lL J_J. V. \Vilk e:s. 
The Aeting Resident, Ondo I'rnYiu<'e, 

Mr T. B. Bovell-Jones . 
The Acting Resirleut, Oyn ProYill('{', 

Mr A. F. Abell. 
'rhe Acting Seeretary (Finance), \\' ('~h·rn P roYi nces, 
· Mr \V. H.. I-Iateh . 
. The Acting H.cKideut, ljebu l'mviw·(•, 

Mr 0. Y. Lee, E. I>. 

'l'he Deputy Direr.tor of Medical SPn·i('PS, 
DrS. L. A. Mam1"·a, o.H.E. 

'rhe Deputy Director of Ed uca tioll , 
Mr S. Milburn. 

'rhe Acting Deputy Diredor of Agri<'nltnre, 
Mr A. V. Gihhenl. 

The Acting Deputy Din·dm· of Pnblic \Vorh , 
:Mr C. E. Anclreae. 

'rhe Senior Crown Couusel, 
Mr H. A. Doherty. 

H NOFFIC:l.\.L MEMHEHS 

Tl1e Honourable the Obn. A(1eremi, c.M. c;., 
The Oni of H e . 

The Honourable Omo N' Obu Akenz11:1. II, c.1r.c ., 
The Oba of Benin . 

. 'rhe First Member for the Ovo ProYill<'l' ' , 
Chief I. B . Akinyele, O.H.E., the Osi Balogun of Ib(Htnn. 

'rhe se~ond Member for the Oyo Prw.-ince, I 

Chief J. H.. 'J'urton , tht> Ri~awe of Tl eRha . 
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'J.'he Member for the Beuiu l>ruviuc e, 
Chief H. 0. 0:-;;lg·i<-), till ' Aighubalti ()r Benin. 

'l 1 h<• }.lemlwr for (.]w \\';tni PrllYill<'<', 
Chid ,J t• :-;:-; ;t Og-l>ont. 

Tlw Member for tl1e OIHlo ProYill<'t', 
Mr J·. B. Ariblo. · 

'rhe ~£ember for th e lj ebu Provin<"<:', 
. Chief A. 0. Okupe, t.h<~ Alapen.l of I peru. 

'rhe Member for the Aheokuta l>rovinr.e, 
Chief A. Soebn , t h <:' Aro of KPlllb. 

The Seeon<l N omiuatecl .Member, 
'rhe Honourabl e Akinpelu Ohi:-;ps;t 11 , o . 11.1·: . 

'11 lw Fourth N ominated M<~Jtll.wr, 
The HoliOUl'<lhle U. I. Ob;~s<•l\i . 

'l'he Fifth 'Nomiuatec1 Membt>1·, 
Mr E. A. ~~ncla. 

A BSEN'r 
UNOFFICIAL MEMIIEHS 

'rhe First N ominntecl Memlwr. 
The V enerable Arehdc•;H·.on L. A. Lennon, 0 . 11 . E. 

'rhe Third N aminated Member, 
'rhe Honourable '1'. A. Odutola . o.n.E. 

PRAYEFS 

His Hono11r t.he Chi ef C:ommi ssion er o]JenPcl the pror.er.rling-s 
wit.h prayers. 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
' 

'rhe minutes of the m eeti11g· helcl on the l oth of De<' ember, 
. l!J4.S, having been printed ancl c·ir!'ulat.Nl to Members, wer e taken 
as read and !'nnfirm ed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

An announce-ment \vas macle concerning the election of MemberR 
of Marketing Boarfls and. Committees and the Agriculture Boards . 

MoTioNs 

The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces : 
Your Honour, I rise to move : 

" Be it reRolved that. the Eshnude:-; of Expenditure for th e 
'' service of the \V estern Region d tuing the year J !J4!J-50 
'' be consi(1erecl by the House and thereafter referred to 
" a Se1ed Committee of the Hmtse " . 

Last year, Sir, it was my privilege to intrucluc~-- -~-·-
at the first Budget Session. May I say how sen;<iible 
honour and responsibility, with which I have been 
:.;econd time, and express thP hope t-hat the ensuing 
<·ont.inu<' i11 t1w snlll<:' happ~r ;thno:-;plH•n• as t.h e first ? 

:Members · will l'l'<'all t1H· tt•tliou:-:; <'xpbnation of thP l'PYPIIUt: 

a.llor ntion whic ·h 1 g'fiYl' l:t st y <':ll'. ThNe hns lwen uo c·.hangP m 
the wny we do these t- hin gs~ but !'ertnin adjustments m 
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respou::>ibili t.y fur ~ervie<!S betweell .N igeriau awl H egional 
Estimates, which lmve r esulted from Ll ee isioll ::> Lakeu d uri11g the 

. year, will have tlH! dred uf c.onsidera Lly im~rea;-;iug our turnover 
n ext yenr. DetaiL; of thet;e adju~t.m e tlb aL'P giveu in the r ev ise<l 
m emon11ulum uud n .•vise<l est imah•s whi<'h :M(-~mhers hnse L'P <' Piv ecl. 
MemLers \\'ill haw ha<l timt• to st.udy t.ltis llll 'lllOI'ilwlum ~wd Your 
Houour's Acluress. J u eetl uut, therefme, loug <.lebill this House 
with a wearisome re<~it.al of figures, but wuulcl like to poillt out 
that our budget covers over half a million pountls more for n ex t 
year than it does ill the euneut year, exeludillg the D evelopment 
Estimates. Members ·will be g bu to h ear with regard to t h e cuneut 
year thu t our posi ti ou i :--; sa tis£ actory . As Your Hollour pointed 
out in your sp eech, the r evised est imates of exp enuit ure intli c ~tte 
that we still have a surplus frolll ~aviugs of about £25 ,000 upon 
which to draw if u eec1 arises . 

'_Che Draft Estimates which \n~ re sent. to Members last month 
uufortunately ·were issu ed before the revise <l allocation of revellue 
"\Va:s made. In frwt it "·as only a. "·eek ago tlwt I rec.;eivec1 notifica
tion from His E:xcellellc.;y tha t the <tmuuut nppruveLl was iuc.;r easetl. 
'rhe revenue de'r1arec1 r egiunul is How .£ .218,:209 aml the allocation 
fur non-declared revenues i s 11ow £1,71!J ,D-U, making a total of 
£ 1,938,200 which is £607,:110 tllOl' P than W< ~ ha<l for th e cunent 
year. 

Passing· U'll , Sir , to the adual estimates of expenditure Members 
will follow we with . l ess str a in in m ental a r ithmetie if they turn 
to the r evised p ag-e [j of t he clraft est inwtes . 'rhe r evised page [j 

is a Summary of e:xp enuitun·. 'rhe total provided for all regional 
services is £1,880,881 l eaving au estimftted surplu:s of £i)4,31 ~), or . 
2.8 per cent of estiJnatell Pxpt>ucliture. I wish to emphasise the 
n•btive importance of tlt e services for whi<'h . Jn·oyi sion is made by 
inviting- Members' atteutioll to the p er ceut.a.g e whieh etwh is to the 
whole. Ou page ;) you will see Edueatiun comes first with 3G per 
rev.t, a Yery large proportioll! l)ubli e \Vorks R ecunent Mainte
uance \Vorks second with Jl p er < ~ ent ancl the r est ill the' followillp; 
orcler-Medical 10 p er eent, l>oli l'e !J p er ceu t, Atlmiuistration !J 
per eent, aud Publie \Yorks Extraonli nary 6 per cent, ea<'h of which 
ll ct·ourds for <'Onsiderabl y llton~ !hun £ 100,000. (" Administn1-
. '' ' 1 1 ' I' IJ . . l A 1 . . t hUll lS j l e Sllllle ~IS t ll' CUI'l'<'ld ,Vl~ al' S l'OVlllCln ( 1111!11~ .ra-

tion " Head of Expenditun~). 'l'he r emaining :!0 p er cent of 
exp enditure is divided bet \H~t·n j lw o!·h er <·l eYen Heacls of Expemli
ture, which need not <·mweru us i11 d etail tocby . M<· mh<·rs '"ill ol' 
cour::;e go t hrough each il elll in SelPd Collunitt e(•. 

Your Honour has referr t' d in thl· A (ld n·ss t.o :t recludiun lll .!lw 
Yote for Agricultur<•. 1 hun· no <lo111lt tltat. n!Pmbt•rs will wi :'lh m< ~ 
to exp::llld t ho:se ]'('ltJal'k s bL·l·ansP this is a subj<·<'i of great i111portance 
to them . 'rhe figure of m erely £7 1 ,RS:3 shown un<ler the h eading 
" Agri culture " js actually oul y a small tl ec.re<t se in the expedi ture 
for the ~"lliTPHt year if tlw <'ost of work on COC'Oa atul pro(luC'e 
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inspectiou is exduded. 'rhe denease ol' .ti~.4U;), or roughly half 
t h e current vote, is 1warly nil a i rnn ::~fe r to auoth er h ead of 
estimates . :My friend t h e H.egion<ll D epu t .\· Director of Agriculture 
will no long-t ~ r IH ~ n•sponsihlt~ for t ht• Prod ll< ~ t~ T nspedion Br;11wh m· 
t . ht ~ EldOJllolog-il'al St~dion. liP will ht'll t'l'torth be ;ddt ~ to tlevoh· 
hi s energ-i es to the produdion , as di s tinct. from the in:-;pedion , sidP 
of the lJ eparhne nf :-; work, whil e tht• ne \\· Department of ~brketi ng 
n,ncl Export will bkt~ on~ r tbl' latter , Hll<1 t h e c.o::; t of iht> 
Entomolog-i cal Sect.ion will be bortw on the N igerian Est imate:-;. 
At the risk of rep eating m yself, n1a .\· J explaiu further , Sir, a fad 
whi ch is not shown b y p eru:-;al of th e ;-; unmwry, t hat }H'oYi~·. ion for 
pnrPly agricultural work, t->xcl ut1 i ng co( ·oa , hns been d ecr<>a sed 
m erely from £76,D33 in the ~nneut ye;n· to £71 ,883, a decrease of 
£1),050. Rut this amount is only a part of t.lw funds for which tlw 
Agriculture Deparblwllt is res ponsibl e in thi:-; H.egion. l.n a 
different motion this House \\'ill he invited after thi~ Debate to 
consid er a . further set of estimate:-; whi<'h will b e reim bursnble b y 
the Nigeria Coeoa :Marketing Board imdt~ atl of being cover ed by 
the ordinary r evenue nlloeatiou. :i\Iemb cr~ of this How-;e who an• 
also m ember s of the Bo<1nl and tlu• A<lv1sory Committee will he well 
a.w<1re of the proposal~ whid1 th e Hoanl is making for the a ssi~t.an('e 
of the <'C>< ~ oa industry. Your Honour's Ac1dreRs rdened to the 
substantial :-;um~ whi< ~ h it i;-; proposed to set. a side. It i~ p ertint•nt 
to m ention them now, · making- proYi sion for next. year of approxi-
mately .£g;~J , 000, ;dthough i t is irrel evant to the prest'llt motion. 
becau se, mll e:-;s this £So:'), 000 is tak en in t o a ecou n t, :Mc ~m her s wi 1l 
gain au e,ntirely f:llse impression of the magnitude of th e ·provi sion 
being mach~ aJl(] tht~ ext.e nt of tlH:.~ work 1nt cH<l er1 to h e <'aJTi e r1 out 
by Agricultural Ofiit· e rs. 'l'he D<~pnrtmeut of Agriculture is, 
ther efore , e::qwdt•d to a<'count for a total of £1!)7,000, 1£ the 
n ecessary stnff is forthC'omiug, whi c h i s a mur h brger sum than it. 
is r esponsible for now. 'l'hi:;; bring-s it into sixth place in the list 
of Hpending dt•p:trlnH•tds in thi~ H. t ~gion. I t.rust t. hat Members 
will find thi s sat isfad.ory. 'rh e present ~tate of r ecruitment and 
the staff no,,· av<1ilabl e c1nes not w;nTant further expansion in t his 
direction . But the figures whi<'h I hav e just quot.ed do not includ e 
the cost of D evelopment Sc· lwmes now in progress or to be u ncl rr
tnken n ext. year. 'l'h P scheme:;; at Oyo nre outsid u this. 

Let. us now turn to Jl(•xt yea r s' part of t h e 'l'en Year Development 
I>lan. Your Honour has bri eRy m ention ed the solicl , if 
uusp eeb cular, a chi evement~ to rlate . rrh e A<ldres.s stated that 4 

D evelopment E stima t es would not: b e availabl e, but-l~suptrrJlumnn 
efforts t h e Gove1:nment Printer has managed to get them h~i··e ;_,J 

time . Also a half-yearly report has recently become available. I~ 
ltnve no c1oubt that 'M<-~mben; " 'ill b e nsking, in .far.t th<'y have alrear1y 
a sk rr1 in writing for morP f1etaile<1 PYic1t~nce nf progress mH1er tlH• 
pl a n. After st udyinp: thP Printed .AdrlrPss, th ese DPYt>lopm ent 
Estimntrs nm1 tlw MPmor:mr1um ncc·.on1panying t h em, ~Jpmlwrs h:lYl' 
H f url !t(•r opportlllli1y ol' :\sking- D eputit•s in SPlPrt rollllllittt'p fol ' 
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further iufonnat.ion they requ1n~ . Developntt•nt Est.imat.es which 
have already beeu banded to ~hmbt!l':-> an•, l hope, easier to follow 
than t.lwst~ of th e <'UlTt>td year. Mellllwrs '"ill note that all' an~ 
<·mnbiued in a :-;iugle set ins.tead of being printed separately. 'l'his 
is to sinqJ1ify the keeping of aeconttts atHl to a void the chqJlieation 
of the n1.unbers of items. 'Jlil<~ tubl sum Jn·ovi<led in these Develop-

· ment Estimnt<:•s is £871 ,!);):!. X<·:1rly t:-l-80,000 of this sum-in fact 
·more than hal£-\\·ill be providl'd from the Colonial Development , 
tt}l(l \V elfnre Vote by His :Majesty's Treasury. 'J1he rest comes from 
Nig-erian revenue or loeall,Y rai:·H:'<l lo:lll. 1 hope nobo(ly, will try to 
male futile comp:uisous between Ht~g-ion:-;. Your Honour, I u se 
the word 'futile' n<lYise<lly. 'r:tking t.he whole 'ren Year Plan {t 
is purely :t<'<'iclenial whetltt•r one ltegion gets more money than 
anoth er in nny p::ut-ieular year, because the work goes on aceonliug 
to the Plan. \Yhen <'OJtt pared with the cuneut year's total 
£68-l,-t-:2:3 it is :111 increase of £187,0:30. It represents a realistic 
appro<l<'h to the problem of how mtu·h <·au be 1t11<lertaken nud fairly 
<H'Cttrntely rdh·ds tlw <·ap<u·iiy of tiH· DepartnJeltb to ~pend more 
than i:-; p1·ovitled in tltP n·g-imwl estimate:-; under consitleratiuu 
iotlay. fn n 'gnrcl to ~taft' I tltink T am right in saying tha.t we 
How kl\'<' l\\'t•nty-fom· Dev<·lopttH'nt. Olii!'er:..; working in this Region 
as:..;isting- Ynrious Ci-on•ntlll!'llt ))t'JH1rhll('llts lll dit'ft•rent way:.;, 

Your Hottonr's Ad<ln•ss . <·outain:; a refen~uce Lo Uw part played 
by ilte noll-regioualiKe<l dt~ parhu e ni:-; :lll<l by the Native Aclmiuis
tratimls. 'l'h e former expeurl s<:'ver:tl Ill illion poun<ls in this 
Hegiou, an<l tlte latt:t•r :tbuut one lltillion pounds. I ennnot now 
giv<~ a fon'<':IHI for tH·xl .V<':tl' lw(':tliS<' th<· NatiY<~ Tn~asury EstimateH 
are still in <'Olll'l't' of pn•p:tr:t1iolt. His, ho\\'L'\'t'r, <1nit.e clear that 
in spite of wha.t loob :1t first sigld. like a souU<l position us regards 
tl1e surplus fuuds, there is real n et' <l for inereased re>Yeuue if ai1y 
progress is to be m:1cle. ~Ia~r I repeat. what Your Honour's Address 
has already :-;h\te<l, thai Nntin· A<1ministratioll;;; nre ·uot collect.ing
t'!lough income lax r Nor is thL· iint-rnte b:x high enough in some 
pari.H of tlti:-; Ht~gion, if wu 1:tk<· inio :t<'<'<Hllli the six million pounds 
<·x1.r:t to Ill~ CXJH'('t<·d frottt ( 'o('o:t <ttHl t.IH· in<·n•:tse<l ineome of tlte 
Ht>g-iou from other suun·t~:-;. 'L'lwre <tl'L' oHt~ or two Nahve Achninis
tr:dions whiclt an• n·:dl.v in :t h:td \\'<I.V. lf:t:v I t'lllplw:..;i:-:t~ t-lwt those 
N:t1ivt~ Admiui:·dn1tions wltidt ihink tltat tltt ~ ,V <'.ttll sit brwk and 
l~xpect to bl· n~se m•d front finam:in.l <lifticnltit·s by 1-tegimwl Chnnts
in-Aitl, <Ut' mnkiup: a mistah·~ 'I'IH•se Gr<IHts are not intended . to 
b<llnnce Naiin~ Adlltini::;dration Ludgets, awl they will be withheld 
if l'!:'al efforts k1YP not b<'<'ll ma<l<~ by ih<· :Xativt' Arlministrations t o 
rnise the r<-~YL'll1H' \\'hiel1 ilwy requin•. 

1 did not int<•ttd, Sir, to <'tld this brief sllr\'ey on a gloollly note. 
It is oln·ious llt:tl II '<' <tn• t·nl<!ring· upott :1 JH'rio<l of <·onsitlernblu 
prosp erity \\'i 1 l1 t II c· g'l't':l I ly t·liii:IIH'< 'd t'tWO<I pric·< ~s and i 1 is uai.urn 1 
Pnough llt:ll (l(J\'l'l'ltllll·nt :111tl l\':llivc· Administratio11s revenues 
sltoulcl refled this. Rut i h(•J'<' is oJW mor<· wanting which I feel 
tlwt 1 must mnke, Tht> prospe1·ity of this regwn will soon be on 
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the wane, if th e ravages of l.lw Swollen Shoot lJit:iP:1 se of coco<-t are 
not checked. 'I'he team of t-~ .xperts from abroru1 "·l)(l recently visite<1 
th e Gold Coast lwfl nllllOllll<'t>d its considen•(1 opinion that tlwn~ is 
)lOW 110 nltel'llafiYC to rnt!JJess cutting out uf di sl';\Sl'l1 trl ~ l'S. l'ult•ss 
tlw me11:H'<~· of this <lisc:1se, n1id a graYl' llll'll:ll'e it. is, (';Ill h1· 
swift.ly and thoroug!Ily swt•pt nl~'ny, we slwll haYe a dillerent story 
to tell at future bn(1ge{ set:is{ons of this Hrnlst•. li'inall~ ' , ~ir, 111ay 
I emphasise tht> GoYerlllllent's g enuine det ennin:1tion .to rai :-w th e 
standard of living of the p eopl<•. It is apparent in the incren:-;e<l 
rates of salaries and wages, the generous provision of loan facilitier-; 
whi-c h we cliscusiierl yestenby, the marketing arrangeme11ts ·with 
th('ir pri('<' ::;t.nhilis:lhon funds for primary prorlud::; and, in 
pur!.i1·1IIar, ll1u high proporl.io11 of Lhu avail:dlll! tot:.d ~d asidu l'or 
E<1ueation. But, :.\:) li:l:) been frequently statecl, good chan1dc•r :\lld 
h:.ml work are the :soun<1 fuumlations on whieh alone can be :set up 
self-government, turning it from a cherisherl icleal to an ar.hwl 
fad. 

In eonclusi~m, if I may finish 011 ~L pcrt:iouul note, I :shuul<l likL' 
io pay tribute once :1gain io the memben:; of the Secretari:.tt stn:l't 
who hn n~ · con t-ri bu ted to the successful preparation of the:)<~ 
<•stinl~liPs, ~mel io express my appreciation of the co-operation alll1 
con st·rtwhvc ati.iiuc1e of the Unofficial Members of this House witl1 
whom I have· ha<1 great pleasure in working· in Finance CommitteP 
throug-hout the year. 

\Vell :tiY:.ue tlud :Members are flllXlOUS to discuss t.hi::; bmlgrt · T 
11ow submit it io thP HonRe. 

Sir, I beg io move . 

The Secretary, Western Provinces : 
Your Honour, I rise to second. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda) : 
Your Honour. It gives me great pleasure this morniug {;o make 

some comme.nts on the estimates of this Region which have again, 
this year, been ably introrluced into this House. Last year we sai<l 
in this House that th(~ 1 !148-1D4D ERtimates which were the fin;t to 
be prepnrecl in this HPgion ('.ou1c1 11oi. tliell 1w fully crit.ic.isecl by 
:Members since i.11r..v Wt're an inovn.i:ion. 

,\Ve however llln<1e a pnnnise (hat thi:; yenr \Yl' \Yonl(1 have enough 
lime to study the worki11g of the several estimr\tes of the Region. 
The time has now arrived, and it is grntifying to note tha t-th~:;-f! .me 
officer who prepare(l the last Year's E stimates, the result of ·which······----;
:)howecl great skill an(l ability, has agnin thi:) morning introclueed 
I he J!14H-lflGO .Estim:des. T praise tl1P Pftiei{-\ IH',V an<l thP eo-opera ·
tion of 1.1H• oiii<'t'r :111d l1is si:llf; :111d judg·ing· l'ron1 what (hn·ing· th1• 
out-going· ,VP:ll' "'t' !I:t\'e S<~ <'ll i11 !II<' fill :liH'i:tl suh-t'tllllmitlt•t•s I coulc1 
say !lwt lla~ of!it'<'l ' was :ls an-.:inn s as \\'t ! :It ' t~ to IJICet. all {!emn.ncls 
1lwt may lw put ht>fnrt· l1itn. '.!'his l1l01'11illg T have a parhndar 

., 
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Jluiut t (1 h u mJill! !' and 1 <llll ver.\· ;;ony !. lw t th e u1lieer h a~:; stre;;sed 
i lw thiug lltore t.ha!l <lll,yUt i it g el:•.t·. L tlu so nwch against m y f eel 
iag::;. 'l'hat poitt!. is tilt• g ran t gin11 to the ~:dive Atlmini ::> tration~ 
iu illl~ \\ ' e..; tern l>rovittt -vs . 'l'll t' ex t·ust• ll1:1tlp by Uuvenuneu t fur 
11o( inne:1sing tht~ gT<~Il (s and rwi t' ll('oura g in g tlw N ativ e A llmiuis
i.ratiuu::; tu r e lv 111ore 011 Ull\' t'l'llllleJ;t is that . the :N at1v e 
A dministm t ions .ha ve not b(•t•H l' ll ll L·d iug euuug h from t h e fiat ru te 
taxe::; and t h e lueal incuuw taxes. 'L'his, I um ::;ony t u ::;ay, i:; au 
ex l'use·, and I liUlJ L' I woulcl ht' panlou e<l for u sing this . word. 
Uon~l'lllllt' ll t shonld lttd be slwrt-s ig-ld.e<l. \Ylwt l said l as t y ear i s 
L'<Ltwll:v t ru e uow. Tlwi is t ha i i f Co verlllnen t w er e to nm t h e 
<.\X p e ndi t ure of t lw n~gion t . bt•m s ~:·l v t ~:-; taking the N at.ive A llmiuis
t.mt iou ::; uul of th e pi<:hrre, i t would eost a bout t hree t ime::; w h at 
i t i s costi!lg llw Ce ntral ( :.fo Yt~ l'llllH~ut t.otln y . 'rhttt a lone is ::; u flieieut 
to make ill e Uovenune n t look uo t only wit lt pity on these N ative 
Admini~tndioJls bul al so witl! apprec iation upon t he fad tha t t h e 
Nativ<• A uthori ties an· (lui11g t h eir b est wi t h t h e lim ited m ean s of 
r ev euw· th ey lJ :lve. G oven\llleut has to .my kuowlellge b een 
:l]>Ju·oac h ed · by st·vel'nl X a t iv e A <lminis tratious t o :.1llow t h em t o 
impose cert1in levies nnd t o l'oll eet eer t aiu kinds of r ev enue which 
!hey con s i<l('J' to be• within ila·ir l'igl!t. ; but to our r egret t he answ er 
is' :d w:1 ys " t.[J :d is not go\' l'l'llllll'll t polit·y · ' . .Anoth er :x nsw er i s 
i lut t it is no t lt·g:dly possibl<.~ fo r X a t i ve .Aclmiuistmtious t o collec t 
s ueh r evemte cl in~d; bu t :1 ( i.h e same time G-overumen t expeet these 
Nntin~ A dlllinis tl'atiou s io 1lo th e ir b est for t h eir p eo1Jl e . Auclmay 
I a sk from whal \\· ill the.v do t hl ~i r bes t. for th eir lH:! Olj l er rro make 
their p eoJ>l e lla ppy and b ealtl1.V from the littl e money they collect 
is impossible . I r eprese nt all t. J1 e lo cal g overnmen ts in this House ; 
1 am soli c iting- t he Gove nm w Ht to r econ:;icle r the matter , a nd they 
will di s!'over ihHt i hP bnnh•r1 that is b eing horne by N ative 
Adm ini s tratiou s is i.lt e C> ntr:d U uvernme ni.' s burden; th er efor e the 
more lt eJp ofrel'l"fl to tlH·st ~ ~:ll i \·e A tlminist.ra t ions t h e b ette1: aU<l 
happi er th e whol e n•gion wunld lw . I would not give a !'atalogue 
of ~uch ~Olll'('l' S ,>f n~vt~ nue ik1L are b eing dosed to the N ntivt! 
Alhuinis traLioJts . Th e tax es p ~1id b\ the SyrinuH who t ake t h e 
liou's-shnre of !bt ~ profit s tlo not g o into the colter s of the local 
administr:1t.ion s within whit ·lt !hey live, bu t ra t her t h ey pay t o the 
('t•n(l':~l ( ; o\'I'J ' Illlll'Jif. 'l'lH· li!.tlt- !h :d . is lt·fl lu. i!ll. 'S t' N nt ivP 
,\dnliJJi s tr:iliott s llt1'.V :111• <' .\ IH'I'Il'd lo nl:lkt• tl11· lws( use of. Uon•rn
llll'lli. 1 know , is doing tlti1tg·s wilh g-ood iJlll'llLioll, but a s t.hP 
lll<l c liint·r.v of Uu\'l'l ' lllllt ' ll( is ni11 h.v ltunJan lH ~ iugs , Uwy <ll'<' li~1.ble 
to lllak e mis takl.'s by i nki 11g' for g- r :mt <:• <.l t.ltat people whu are uot 
lwppy :11\Cl rid1 , :ne pros pt •J ·uus :lrlll happ~' peopl e . It is n fa d that 
<'Oi' liH ll:lS hron g- ltt nnll'h lllllll< '.\' i nio th is r l'g-ion this year, but the 
f:lrnH ~ r s :1ncl :~11 ]H ~ ~~pl1 · ' '" l1o tll·al in t:tH'I>a ancl h:uHll e thi i:i money 
p:1y it h:ll'k lo i l11• iit'JII s i11 1 ' .\ l ' ll : lll g· ~· !'or lll<llll!l':tdun·tl goods n•quin•d 
!'or llll'ir ltappint·ss, :~nd on flH· st• lwopl 1·s ' pur(' ll:l S<'S lh1· +inn s makt• 
big profit :-; . II' (;11\'I' I'Jill .ll'lll \\'ould :It'! :wl'ortlittg· to (]JPil' abili ty a.nd 
Ill .)' \\'ish :1 l:!,'l' t'< il jll'l'l'<'ll l: lg·l · ul' t lit ' dir<•1 ·t l:l.\t'S s hould be· g iv Pll to 
N a t ive A dministr at ion s to run tltP esst•n1ial srr v ic es in t h eir local 
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areas. Your l-Ioqour , I lwn~ 110 other eriti< ~ ism:; to mal.: e this 
mornillg. L<wkiug into the estimates I fincl that eYen und er tlw 
Subventions the grant of £0,295 is regarcled ns a decr ea;o;e \Yhen~ a s 
J exp el!tL• <l tl1il::i morl.li11g to find about £50,000 as au incn·a sl~ upou 
the L1st year ' s esti111~1t<!s on this partieular ii<'lll. 1 a111 nrg .11g· 
U·overmJt e nt to l'PYif'w tl1 <' whol e situation . 

1 canuot :·dunn·r e nonglt pnti :se upon the oflieers who are t:olWel'lll'<l 
" ·ith t he preparation of t.JJpse eHf.imates; but what I deeply tleplme 
is the poli< ~y whi<·h lllatle it i111possible for the Acting Finan<'ial 
Ser.rehuy to makt- a<l< ·qu~d< • provision:'! for the aid of the N atiYP 
A <1m in is1 ration:-;. 

The Fourth Nominated Member (The Hon. G. I. Obaseki): 
Y our Holl'om· , iu the firs t pLce I would like to add my word of 

we l r~om e to our fri ends of this House who recently visited :Englan<l 
fo r t he Summ er Confere11ce. "\Ve have not yet seen the official 
n•port though from arcmmt s that we read from the Daily Pc.1.pers 
we 1\llow t hnt our fri end s have not only brought back gren.t gifts, but 
they have done their best in bringing to the notice of the people of 
t h e United. Kingdom our beloved Nigeria. In supporting the 
\\T e:-;te rn R egion Appropriation Bill, I should like to sound a note 
of warning iu the way that our expenditure o£ the Western Region 
is o Ping run. l f it is run iu the way it is being run now, we are 
I ik ely to face baukruptcy in <t few y <!:ll'S. I wonder whether we 
t·an :->et aside certain o£ the revenue as a l::it.abilisation fund in the 
:-;~nn e way ns is <loll e with the Native Administration finance. I am 
well aware tlwt our fri eml, the St~c.rdnry Finance, told us t.his 11101'11 -
ing that thl'l'e is likely to be a surplus of !"Ollle .£5,1,0UO , but i l1nt 
surplus i;;; _ a. ·n~ ry small p erc entage of ilL<~ revenue of t he \Yes tern 
Region. 

In the matter , Sir, o£ Nigerianisation of the Civil Service, or 
nit.h er th e bringing into play the bbck and white keys, I :-;}wultl 
like to (•ongT<ttulat.e the Oovermneut, a11d particnlady the Director 
c)£ :Medical Services, in the way .he ha :-; started b;{ the Gppointment 
of Dr l\buuwa to the covet- eel po l::i it ion of D<qntty Director of :Me<li<'al 
Services, \Vestern R egion. 

As reganls Forestry, I wi:s h to t hank tbust\ people who <tl'l' respon
sibl e for the ilh~a of pbnne<l Forest~. \Ve in Henin know what it. 
·lll i ~~ms b e<;n use for over forty years our Forests were rn t.h lessly and 
~lnt1 · hopel essly exploiterl without repbcenwnt. of the timber, but 
llo\\·, wit.lt t.lw itll rodu!'l ion of plann<'d forl·sl <'xploit.:d.ion, ,~·. <: have 
a r:1y of hoJH~ t.lwt. a t last. we sltall h:tYf' our Fores t. a.ll t Itt ~ tim< ~ .· ,, 

Now , t nrllill g to Hoa<l:-;. l shoulrl like to tum to the m~dter of 
th e tarrin g of th e Jle ::; hn-Beuin-Asaha H.o<ul. I do not. know wh)' 
tlti s m:l(l s hould llot be tarred with fht• li S(! of Contractors. <he1· 
:tnd on·r again :1ppr·:d h:u.; be l~ ll nt:tcl<• In tht• Pnbl. it ~ \\ror ks 'D c> part 
lllt'lll to :t!lo\1' ('nlll!':lt'fors to t:tr this J'O:td. l all) snre th:d 
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if Contractors lwtl been u:-;etl in the maHer of the taning of thi:-; 
roacl. the work <'oulcl han' oPen c:ompletell years ago. But perhaps 
1 he Deputy Din·dor of this Heginn will be kili(l enough to give to 
this IIouRe an ill(':l ~~:-;to \rhell the tarring is expecte<l to be completed. 

Now, turning 1u Agrieulture, Your Honour, I would like to say 
that it is surpi~iRing 1o Ree in Benin that the .J\gric1tltural Depart
ment has not only witltclrawn their Officers, but has closed. clown 
nll Agricultural ad.ivitie:-> in Benin and vVarri I>rovinces. \Ve are 
known as an agrieult.ural (·.ouuhy. 'rhe Agricultural Department 
has done a lot of cleYelopmeHt "·ork in tlte Yoruba country. They 
now withdraw their Officers from the Central Province (as our area 
is known) 1o concentrate them ag-nin in the Yoruba country. I£ we 
are a::;ked, Your Honour, not 1o be pnroC"hial, Sir, I appeal that we· 
nmst not be teasecl or else ont~ woulcl Stl)' that this advice is only 
meant that \\'t! shoulcl slud our t!,Yt>S whilst otltt>rs share the develop
nwnt. ben eli ts of 1\ igt·ri:l. 

I would like 1o pass on, Your Honour , to the question of 
Electricity. Any visitor visiting Benin now will tell you that of 
all the amenities that are bnclly- and urg-ently required in Benin, 
electricity is priority No. J. _Last Mareh, . looking · at the 
Developmeul Es1 imates :mel tlte priority 1 ist-. , it was fouucl that in all 
other place::;, priueipally iu the Y Ul'nba c:ottntry, electrieity project~" 
are either to be started shortly _or h:1Ye been already started. J 
personally am not quarrelling with the Yoruba people, in fact I 
congratulate them for their good luck. But I would like to appeal 
to the people who are responsible for the planning of priorities-ancl 
I am reliably informecl that they are at Ibadan-I am appealing 
to their consciew ~e to pause for a moment and think whether otheT 
parts of the Region are not entitle<l to the -benefit of 
OtP DeYelopmellt Fumh, or the benefit of the reveuup of Nigeria. 
I <lo not lmow why we have to fight, and fight, and fight, in the 
Central area of thi::; Region, or in Benin and vVani l>rovinces, before 
any1lti ug is clone for us. I remember how much we fought before 
we got t:ltc· only Secondary School we have. vVe not only fought, 
we hacl to pmvicle the monpy onn_;elves for the building, the equip
llt(-.lllt. unt1 the m:1int..euauee for ::;everal yt~nrs, ~mel we had to lead a 
lot of <leput..atiuns befim; Government <~oulcl hear our prayer and 
take over tlte Sclwol ulll,V l:1:_; t year. 

:Kow , :ts reg-arcls Electricity, Sir, I should like to congratulate 
lbachn _people; the Ij~:•bu people; the He people; the Ilesha people, 
unc1 tlw Oi'ltogbo ;111cl Ecl e people for their goo<l luck. 1 say ap:aiu, 
Yonr l-JcJJto111', t.l1t1t. it. \\'ill he very c1ifiiC'u]t fur anyho(1y t.o take a 
lively inll·'J'(•st in cl! ~ b:lt<-•s in t.hi:-> House if he is rt'>Yare t.hat he is only 
c·:dlecl upon lo OJ\.. tJ:-;tittt:des of expenditure running- to millionR for 
lhf' be1wfit Clf otheJ·s \\·ltilst. h e lR aRl·a~d nut to be parochial. 

'l'lll1llk yon, Your ·I-Jonuur. 
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The Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, the 
Aighobahi of Benin) : 
Your Honour, T will lt:1w~ to as~meiatc myself with the previous 

speu kcr s in prai sing· tlt e effort of the Fin::-mr.e Ser.retar y, vVestern 
H.eg·iou . Lu st year durin g l.lt u Budget St~ssion I stat.ull Uwt as tktt 
,,·ns tlw first l's t . imutl~ llrr pnred I might know the next would be 
much t.he same, but n everth eless I appreciate tl1e eftort that was 
made by th e Fi mmce ~ ee rebry Rnd his team of staff. 

'l'he E stimntes of Expeudiiure intro(luced to this House this 
moi·ui11g have got n very good story to t ell indeed. They tell us that 
what. we :;;pent. last: yenr w:1s small (:omparing with what 1ve will 
spewl in th e year J U-19-GO. Sir, t.he previou s sp eak er lws spoken 

· much ou matters oil whi ch l !tad wnute(l to speak. It is very snd 
indee(l that parts of th e J~egilin ll:lve b eeu at.t.en(lecl to anu oth er 
parts seem to be uegl Pded. J know Your Honour told us on th e 
( )pening Day that there is 1;o idea of n egled of any particular area. 
I woul(l say, S ir, thni (hat statement may not h armonise with the 
praetical application of the funtl.· of the Region. Ear.h time people 
in the B enin awl \Yani Provi ne es have t-o fight for essential services, 
not: io 1-.:ilk of amenitil' s , tlti s , to tht• peopl e of the C<:>utral Provinces 

· is not-. t'IW01tra.g-ing. 

In pa;;sing 01rougb 111<1 uy of the tuwns iu the Yoruba l'ountries we 
find that nll imporbnt st ree ts are tanetl; (lraiunge system 
introouced; but if you get to B enin, it was only last year that two 
streets were tarred, but during the r:1ius many house:; fall clown; 
streets flood ed; and from the m edical point of view such flooding 
iR breeding plnr.es for mosquitoe~ whic·h nre clnnp;erous to human life . 

In our effor( to 1n·ogl'ess <IS of!J e t' places in Kigeria, we have to 
:1 sk for m any things. But unfortuna (ely these tl1ings that we ask 
for :ue not implement.e<l. I i.llkP the t·a se of Hospitnb. l baYt' even 
s:tid it h er e ; we have two Hospitab in t he Benin Province. And 
ihe~e, Sir, acconling to present l'ivilisation 1-vould be put down as 
apologies . They nre not equipped su ch as a modern Hospital should 
be . Iu our effor ts to move wit-h the times we ask for Hospital for 
Tshan Division in the B enin Province. L [ts t year I was tolcl that 
tl w proj ect of huillli11g· a HoHpittd in I s lw.n was put down for 1950. 
'\Vell, up till t-he mom ent th ere is no prn.ctir.al sign of ~my prepara
tion being made <It all :wcl, wors t~ still, I have been told that a 

· Missionary Hospi tn l is being suggested for Is han. TJ11~ .. ,neople of 
I shan Division <Ire not against " Jii~sion:uy Hospital or H~'8i,J.~~.l. i3. 
or n.uy private Hospitals, but they definitely require Government ,' 
il ss iHbll<' e,to c·ompens:tt.P thPm for t.hr bx pnid, a ncl ns it is the duty 
of tit(' C:.lo\·ernnw1!1 to look In (lJp ]J caltlJ of He people, they want a. 
Cfovernment Hospihll. A 'Mission or any othl'r privnte body may 
est-abli sh Olll' or two or JttoJ 'l' T-fospitnls in :1lt Y DiYision, but LlH! Ishnn 
Jl L'Opln of tl11• Ht•nin Provin('t• \\·an( :1 flovPnllliP1lf Rnspiinl. 



.lJ t...t... . ! " ' ' • 

In the same way, as has been stateLl by a prevwus speaker, we 
Jwve ~ad to fight for a Se<:ombry School. \Ve fought, and fought, 
:md in an effort 1o t-'v:ule our request we were asked to provide money 
for the building, or ratlJ e l', to provitle the buildings ::uJ(l equipment.. 
Allll, as you have been told, it wns only last year that the Secondary 
School has been actively t aken up by the Government. 

Looking at things in this way, Sir, the people of my Province 
are needing something- to encourage them. ~rhe Ishan people have 
been asking for a Se<'omlary Sdwol for a very long time. On a 
previous occasion the Deputy Direetor of Education told me that a 
~econclary School ]1:\.cl been es l.:1 blished ut Sabongioa. 'r.lmt is quite 
fine. vVe know the h c-'1 p that ha s bePH given by the Missionaries 
in this co1.mhy in lJrovi<ling :Missionary Schools and Colleges. · I am 
not suggesting in the leust that Missionary Sdwoh are not good. 
J?ar from that, but the advantages clerivecl from Government Colleges 
are well known. Therefore , tl1 e people of I sh:m Division have asked 
me to tell Your Honour th:d. if :myt.hing good iR t.o be done for them 
they should be provided with a Secondary Sdwol. 

· I will now pass on to the J!oliee Force . B enin Proviuce, or Benin 
City, has always been put under \Vani and the Chief of Police 
has always been posted to \VaiTi . I think B enin is a sufficiently 
large place to get a Superintendent of Poliee for itself. I wish, Sir, 
that Superintendent of Police he posi ed 1.o Ht>ni n City to take charge 
of that Province. 

Electric ligthing for Benin. I r em ember in the Area D evelop
ment Committee I endeavoured to expedite what could be done for 
Benin as far as lighting was concerned. I was told that unfortu
nately Benin was not included in the inclt ~ nts for plant:s. I . urged 
that plant for Benin Hhoulcl be included in that order. I wa~ 
aRstuecl that it would be incl ude<l . From early last yen,r to this 
time I haYe heard nothing, nucl all enquiries suggest nothing before 
1!)40-GO or 1050-51. I am sure many Members here know Benin 
Gity. \Ve have natural advantages over Ibaclan people or over 
Iba<h n town or over many townR in the Yoruba cou~ntry-that is, 
we lt:IYe flat ;md level lancl, an<l it only r e(ptires some artificial 
c1evelopnwnt., and that in t.l1 e wn~' of as~istanee from the Government. 
Light.ing wil l ht• ollt\ of l.lH· :tltlt'lliti,.s l.lt:d. will bring ·nnnin ;just n. 
lii.U e bit up i'rolll whui. it has ht•Ptt. 

rrel egrapllie communie.ations iu Bulliu , Ul' rather in 'Benin 
Proviuce. I advoeatecl som e time ago that n J:->ost Offiee for Auchi 
w:t s n net·essity. I wnR told that the project was well in hand. 
T el<-'Tihc;nc t·oummunic.ationR are t enibly la.<'.king in that area. The 
sallt(' thing :1ppli es to Ubiajn. in B enin Province . I am asking 
OovenlllH'llt. 1n takP :1di\'P stf'ps for th e pmvision of t.hesp amenities 
for thiR :ll'f':l. 

Another b11ming qn cst. ion is water S11pply. Enrly iu ihe working 
of tlti s 11ew Consti t utio11 T \\'<I s toltl thai n.bo11t .£G,OOO W<l S provided 
for rural w:.del' suppl.v iu tltl! He11in Provin('e. People in Ishan 

. - -· - --- ·- ·-· 
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JJivi:; iuu , thL· As;~h;t J)iri s iott, ;111d tlt e Ht•ttitL JJivisio11 , <Ire s uffl~riug 
very badl y for wa11t· of \\ '; tl l' l'. J> : trti<'uhrl ~· at tl1i s tim e of the 
S<'asoll.. It' you g·o to ;til_\' ,· ilhg-l', you <';ttl ltanlly fi11tl :w.v watl'r 
a.t all lu drill k , a tid i h e villag·e1·s u se 'n·ll-wate r a ncl puud wa ter 
" ·hid1 , :wconli11g to lltl' llll ·dil·al pl'opk , is cbng-erous to life. People 
in th e hlwu an~a :tre infl's tL~ d "·it.lt g-uinea-\vorm s fur lack of good 
potable water . lam askin g Your Houour, Sir, the question of w a t er 
supply should be bken up seriou sly if :tny thi11g at all i;-:; to bt~ 
clon e .to h elp the pt-~ opl e of t hesc• an~ a s . 

Sont e fe w y ears <~g-o i t wa s sLdt·d ilt:l{ ;t ne" · Post. Oftice \ras ear
mark ed for Hc•uin. It was und erstood t lt:t! . :1 sit.e ltacl bc ~ t·n !'hose11, 
and tha t oper:d 'ions mmlcl soon shtrt. 'l'ktt was ahou t JD-4-6. 194S 
is !.Winu: :t.IIC1 th er e is 110 sio·n th:tt t-lt<t( \rork will shirt eveu iu 194U. 

~ ,, ' r-
I appeal to y ou , Sir, that tltt-' q ll t>!·d inn of a new l'nst Oftic·p for l~ eni n 
is a ll e!'essit.y . 

Take the road s . 'l'ltt• ru:~tl s itt Hl~nin I woultl s:t y :tre uot what 
i!t ey oug-ht to be. 'l'lti:-; clm•s 1·ontirm th e id e:1 tlwt one area , or one 
DiviRion , or mw PrO\·ince , :-; uffers <1 gre ~1 t cl eal wltilt> other Prov inces, 
or Areas, are cl evl'lopecl . '!'Itt' i ;trrin g- of tltt' Bl'll i n-f..;ap el e road 
siari ecl about hro .\·(•:n·s :~go. .! clo not tltink m ember s h er e woulcl 
he pll~ nsecl io ltt>:n· ilt:li tltt~ ~ , han• onl~' done nbmtt eip:ht miles in 
two year~. 'l'lte ro:ul lwtwt•t•ll S:lpt•lt~ and ·\\r:tni i~ ~o bad that 
cluring part of iltc! y e:n :Ill tr:dlil' lt:1s to b e ht>lrl np. 'l'lt e ::;ame thing 
happenecl. this y ear htd \\ '<'t'lt Ht~nin :~ncl S :1pelt•. A motor going 
to i::l:1pele h:ts to bl' diYer t (•(l . :tncl ltas 1o take <~hont :-;<·Yenty mil eR 
inst ead of thirty -three or thir1 ,v-t wo 111 ilP:-; , u nrl that i:-; clue to u, bad 
road. I nm appealing tocb:v io tltL' D eputy Diredor of l)ublic. \Vorks 
to seP to it that tlte~e ro:~cls :tl'l' prop<·rl,\' lllPllc1Pc1 :111cl htnNl. 

\Yell Sir, I com e !,ack i o J I o;-:; pi hils. l lt;t n· bl'l'tt Lold tlwt. uew 
Hospitals for He11in lt:~n· lwt•n pro.it•(·1 ed l'or l!J r)O, <ttlll cluriug the 
Committee M ee ting I li e lcl with th e De]iut.v Dirt•(:tor Li st :Moncby , 
T U1Hl erstooc1 thnt a Gntcle I M:idwite l'.\ ' 1.'r<.lining Centre that we have 
been a sking for would not b e possibl e, until a n ew Hospitnl is built 
for' B e11in. As it is t h e int en t ion of t lt e Central Government that 
our womeu folk should g- row aloug with tlt e m en folk, I think it i s 
essentially imporbnt that the traillillg- of our girls be given v ery 
s c~rious considerntion. Tf wt ~ h<IVe :l (;radc! I :Midwifer y 1'r:linillg 
Centre in HeHiu, I tlti11k our girls- who at th e moment are uot 
netivel y- partieipnting- in t lw cl e·,·e lopment of t.he country for lack 
of essential seTvices-will be e ueoumged t.o do so. \Ve have seen in 
the Yoruba eountries g irls " ·ho nre miclwives , nurses , u~i:SI~g.~~l o:.:-hr~ .. 
:mel so on , ad equately cloi11g so with their m enfolk. Their social . -- --'" 
status is th er eby Pnh illl!'ed . \ V f' f(• el , ~ir, t h a t it i~ u sel ess if wc~ ' 
train our ·g·irls to :1 c·c ·t·!:tin s t:t·ttchrd ol' t·dtl! ::t!intl :111d tht •Jl do 11ni 
Pmploy tht'lll. 'l'ltC"il' 1rnitting· \Yill h(~ w:1st ecl. If"'~-' tT<lin nur g·irls 
and ilt('n t'lllplo.v th('lll, I tltink 1lt e,v will he usdul. [ m1~ told i!t:tt 
:1 Gracle II \[ idwi l'l·r.v 'l'r:t i 11 i 11g C\·nh-P llt :t,v h<· possihl ,\' :d ~:tchPcl 
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to the pre:-;t•ut ill<tdcqu;d e or poorly (•quippt·d Uo:-;pital iu JJeuiH. 
Tltl~ ]~<'llinpeoplt• "·<.1111 the lw:·d in:-;ti1u!ion:-; fur tr<lining- of midwive~. 
'L'!terefure , Sir. J <Hh'o('atc HI',\' :-;!roJq .. ~·l.\· t\,,11 the• '1\aining- (\·ntn~ 
for .MithYin•:-; (;r,Hl<' I :-;]Jullld lw ('ol!;-;idl·n·d for HI'Jtill. 

\Vt•ll Sir , I lw n to t l1<1 11 k ! It l' ;\ ig-l~ri<lll U on•rtlllll ' id for th e " ·a.v 
that it lw~ taken up th e que:-;t iou of N igeriunisation. \\~ e have been 
giYell pl'<lctical proof of Uovenllllt'll( inteHt.ion t.o help in t.hii:i line 
by the appoiiihneut of Dr }[a.nu \Yil to the euvi<tble po~t of Regional 
D ep11ty Director of .Medical Sen·i('t)K, u1Hl '"e N igerians appreciate 
what 1 " ·illcnll the sacrific<~s made by Dr :Maul.nYa by <tceepting that 
position. lh M;1nu\\·a. is denton:->h;!jiug· the spirit of helping his 
people ill t.h e be~t 1\' li.V possihlP . .\Yl· kno'" wlud it is to leaYe n. job 
tlwt h e ha:-; beeu tloinp; for 1:'iigeri<1. \\Te kliOIY l10w u seful he was in 
that branch of the job, :mel IH' kuo\\· IY!wt he lws sac·rificell by leaving 
it. Many .Nigerians han~ been bendittecl by his 1n·ofessionnl 
experiew:e; presonally 1 appn·eiat.e hi:-; taki11g over the appoiutment 
of the D(•pnty Direetor of Mc<lieal Sl'n·icl•:-;, 

''re]] Sir, not to 1Yas1e ihl ~ tin1e of the House, .l \rould have one 
or hro Jl!On~ thiug:-; (o :-><~y. l))t{ ,,.!tell opurLunity i:-; giveu to me 
sometime during the meeting, 1 nwy ]J:t\'l' ont• or two points to tu ueh 
j ll the SJH'l!<'h llllllll ~ by )' 0111' J[ 0110111'. 

1 support the motion iHhodu('i ug t lte Budgd to thi.-; House . 

The Second Nominated Member (The Hon. Akinpelu Obisesan, 
O.B.E.) : 

Your llo11our , I ri:-;l' . lo :-' lljljlCII'I till· lllo!iun whic.h has been ably 
lltoYed by lw Ae!.iug Secn·!ary. YinalH't' . 1 feel, Your Honour, 
that lmns1. :-; ei~e this opporhmity to expres~-> my indebtedness to the 
Members of this llousl ~ :1nd the g'l'llenll public of Nig;eria for the 
oj>portuuity giYen to Ill(~ to risii EngLilltl in uompany of others 
who attuncled th e Loadoll ~ummer Couferenl'e. :Mention has just 
bemllll<llh• by m y fri l~ !Hl 1l1 e l<'ottdlt )~olllinnied Member the Honour
able G<~in:-; ()haseki th:d <~l!lllluglt !hl' Cunfct·c•lll'e has ~een h eld ancl 
report. of 11:-i <l e li1H'r<~1ions lta\'l' :1ppl!:ll'l~<l in the pres~, up till now 
he is f' till ignorant of wh;ll adnally lwppf~n ed; that is so, Your 
Honour. H11!. J c·:tn :1:->Slll'l' ltilll !llai lh en· \\'t ~ rc led:-; of good t hings 
dotH' in Ettp:L1ud. Alnottp::->1 1hl· thing:-; d.i;-;cnssPd whi('h coueeru 
thi:-; House WPl'l~ iltt• dl'Yl'lopnH•n{ uf this l'(llllltry, publil' n·lut.ious 
au<1 lll(.Hl e rnis<~iioH of ~:din• Adntiui:-;1.rations g-mwrally. All theHe 
snbj eds were c•oJt~idl~n·d b,v t.luJ ( 'onft·rellt'e au<1 1 ~au a:-;sure the 
House 1lta1 ,dH·n i.hc n \)H>rl:-> of ! It(' <~C'iivit.i e :-> of the Conference are 
rf'lP ~1Sf'fl. the ndue of illc' \\·ork donl' for .Xigl•ria " ·ill he realise<1. 

1 (. () llH! II () w { () 1 It (' (. :·d i II ) ; II ( . ;-; r 0 l' I It ( . I ~ ( . /2.' i () II ; { h (. }'(. i s II 0 t h i n g· { 0 d a." 
whi('IJ ngiLdl•s ihl· lllitlcl s ol' IIH· Jli 'I 'Jlk ol' !lti:-; I'Ollli!ry 111ore i.lt:~n 
the <l en•lopmeut \\·ork lJI' lltl· l'IIUtli ry ,,·lti1·lt (Jon•ntnt ent has in hand. 
The JJ eYelopnHJld SPt'l'l'iar,v IJH:-> bL'l'll Yt'l '.\' kin<1, to s·ewl from t i11u· 
to time the report of !h<> \rork lwing· don e :IUcl for this I praise him 
highly; but my C'on siiilll'llis <~n· igtwran! of \\·hat is being <lone. 
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l •'ur i u:->l:lll<'<' o1w n~ad:-; of po11llry rearing-. au<l cat tl l· r en riug- .in 
certain parts of LIH· <·uunt.ry awl ::;o forth. All th e s<:~ are guucl but 
" ·ha t one would like to :-;ee i:-; thnt the Uov enlllHmt should <'lHl e<LYour 
from timl' to, hnll' to <1:-i<'<•l'iain what padi<:ular line uf dendoplllPHI 
th e ]H'U plt~ likt> in :·d.t•<HI ol' h·lling tltt ' lll \\'t' lw.Ye done thi:-: and \H' 

hav e <lout• tk1L aJUI :-iO forth . 'J.'h<~ fanners \dlU are liYing iu thl' 
bush wa1d. nothing but <'tm:-;t.nu· t iou of l'U<Hh to co1111ed their Yillag e:-: 
·with ilhe main ro;tds whieh woul<l lighten the burden of th(:•ir 
tnm sport awl on thi s subject 1 htl'kl ecl the Uon•rmneut in Oll8 of the 
<ruest ions to ih l~ Housl' h:->t yP<lr. The farmPrs who do r es icl e i11 
towns awl <'ihP:-i p<1 Y hn for light auc1 wah•r which tlwy clo uot. 
t·n.io.v; I h ~ <·l tltat. tll<·liJJl' of dt ~ nlopntt•ni. suggt•stl·<l hen· ought. to 
ht• tak<·~ ll up t'llt'J'I~'<•ti<'ally for \\'hi<'lt tit<' JH ~op!P will t•n•r ht• gratdul. 
Jn yo ur Hm1our 's AddrPss to the Houst:• .vesterda y you nwcl e lll eution 
of ecluca.t ion <tll<l it is ver.\ · gratify ing Hwt. the t:e nt.ral Uo\· emment 
has been abl e to vote <t lnrge sum of lllotwy for its improvem ent nn<l 
thnt th e H egiunal E :-:timates c·onhliu a figure ·whieh is appreeiablt:·. 
Hut I say that no :->Hlll of llWHey is too brgp to meet the c·oH:-;tant 
u ePcls of eclu c.ation generally, b<~ <'<Htsc i:oclay "\\'e have a large exoclus 
of t eachers ·who c~xpres~ discontent at the sal<lries beiug paicl to them 
whi<'h iu compa ri son to the UoY el' llllH~ nt ' s sra le are low <UHl 1 ask 
every Membc>r of thi:-; Houst- to · think serious!,,· of this. Your 
Honour, we~ llnv e bt•t-~ ll tol<l not to be panwhial an<l I will try as nlucll 
as possible Hoi. to bP so. I11 ,Your ahl t> Aclcln•ss you discu ssed the 
trouble th e ('(l-operatiYe MoYellll'·lli lws heen <'all ecl upo11 to face 
because :t<'c ~ording to you , then· hnYe been di shonest pra<·tires among 
< ~flrbin of its m elllbe r.-;. 'l'his 1 acln1it to lw the coned pidure of 
th e mnt.tPr, but o1w fin<ls clisho1w:->t.y in tilt~ (.ioverllllll'llfs ;mel 
nH~rC <I.ntil e offi ces nnc1 it c·an11ot. be elaillled . that th e movemeut. 
slwulcl b< ~ illllll"\IIH' . llo\\'t'\'t'l' , Jlllll'l! ,· igil:tJH't ~ in tiH· futun• will 
put. a ~-t.op _to it. 

Your Honour. I \\'ill no\\· clt •;tl " ·itlt th<• L<lhour Dep<lrllll e ld. In 
IH+7 l c•allt•tl tlw aitt•JdioJt of (;c,\·t'l'lllllt'llt to tl1 e L;tLuur proldt•JllS 
in thi s <·ouniry . 'J'hc~ SPnior H e::; iclent, ()yo l>roviuce, who spoke 
for t he UoYel'UJlH~ni. promise<l to set up a Committee to deal with it 
- but up iill 11ow nothi11g' ha:-; h l~P il <lonl' . Also, Your Honour, 
when th e Offi<·er Aclmini ~:ieriug- tltP Uon•rJlllH~ni tame to lbacluu "\\'C~ 
hacl a discussion with hilll on this 111atttJr ancl immediately h e got 
back to hi fi lwadquaders Itt~ :-> Pili thP ( 'olllllli ss i<m er of Labour to 
discuss the question with u ::; . 'l'h e c1iscussion took place, but 
nothing also has hPt-m clune up till tu<b y . Ycntr Honour, all will 
ugTee. with Jll!~ that no fann er or l':trnH•rs <'<lll engage bnn labourer:-; 
a{H1 pay th em .clail y' as the Publit· \\"orks DPpartm ent docs . 1 know~ 
this because I am in the in<lustry m yself ancl I know what is happeu- ---- - - -· 
JJW.'. \Yl' haYP l'hilclrPn o·oino· to s<·lwols ancl ilwv c·unnot br rno·no·p<l " r- r- ' . I"'> 1:> 

to rlo ;\lly fnrm w6rk and tilt' CJon·•J'llllleJd :-:<tid tkd thp bnll<'l' :-: jn 
i11is emlnh.' · do tht>ir \\'Cll'k Oil fun1il y h<1si:-: <tncl I. dlalll'llg'P the 
UoYPrlllll<'lli to proYP tbi:-i on tht· Ltc ·t• of \\·hat L :-:;tiel hPn•. <lJHl 
hy this I cl o not lllt'llll <til ,\' in:-:\lli to 1hl' C:oYt'l'lllll<'llt. 

( 
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~I e di('al Dc•purl JII L' lli . Your H ou o ur, l a111 u ol h< ~ r e Lo lj iug a 
~ong of pr<ti se of <tli ,Y p ;Jdic ~ tii ; Jr ;ll' t' ll or an·a:-;. \\"hen I i a lk of 
d evl'loplll elli' ruur Honour , _I du llll1 lll e<tll llcYdopmeut uf the h ead 
ll1' t h e bod y , Lui ol' iii <· aJII<'Jii1i<•:-; a11tl all o i hc ·r t hiug~ t hat can h e 
clone f or t hi s c·ouutJ·y . Nu t ~1ll i ll e p eople in t his country t'an get 
m edical treabn eu t; some ] i Ye fur a \\'a\' :from hospit als and for t hose 
p eopl e I fpp ] t h at "·e s l1oulcl proYicl e cl ~i s p t~usa riPs, in t h e nuql area ::L 

In ymir able Aclclnjss to ilw lions<>, fur th e first time we h ear of 
ih e politi cal troubl e ~11 ALc~okuLI ; 1 kno\\' ih at anyb od y ·who dflres 
io d iscu ss it mmlcl he in·~1<ling a dangerous s pot but I '.vill tak en 
1·isk allCl sa y ~~ fe"· "·unl :-;. Our ]ll 'og'l'ess puli be ally U. lHl ot h erwise i s 
no t wha t i t shuulcl h t•. Thi s a :-;se rtion ma y be rig h t or '>Vl'ong' and 
io lll .)' m i1l<l t h e pre . ...; p Jt{ t ruu bl e i11 A LeokuLt i;-; nu t in nn y w ay t o 
be r egarded a t> p r ug rc•ss or n •hog r ess ion bu i ns ~Ill expression of self
cletenuina tion whi<"lt peop l e who m·e ned at Aheo kn ta greatly regret . 
Anyo n e who l1 as m et p eopl e in E n g hHcl who k1now t h e kind of r epu
t.a.tiou built up for Egha.s hy ihe Ahk e "·ill ft~el sad because it i s 
said h e hn s no t (l eliver erl the goo cl;-; in t lt e \Y ay t b e p eople like. ·It i s 
1o be hop ecl th a t. t he Ol>a s i·n Y ornh~llancl will put their heads 
ioge.th er i 11 seeing t hai pt~ ~H · c·.l'nl sc·lllc•JII<'n t. is c•ffed e(l b ehY eeu the 
A la ke ancl t h e Jl eopl t\ of A h eo kub. 

Y our Ilouour, 1 come now to wlw i t h e Foudh N omiuatecl M ember 
saicl about t h e L oudon Ccntft·n · Jt t ' t~. In Ol'cl Pl' t o make ev er y Native 
A u t h ori ty :wcl oth er b ocli e:-> i n i h e c ~ o ml h~r <' ouver sa ut w i t h what t h e 
Cuufe1·ew· e lw s flon e, 1 a.m pn~ p a n·<l wi t h Your Honour 's p ermission , 
io gi\'< ' :111 PJ ' ~JI :t<'< 'OIIJii. l11 :111,\' !\:,1iYt ' 1\ul.liorii .Y who ma :v wi :; h t o 
.•we Jill' . l t•:xped inYiiu1ion fro111 t'\' t' l',VPill' ol' iht•m l'ur a vi ;-; i i. 

Your HoHour, T s uppol'i ilw Estim~d es Bill . 

The Member for the Ijebu Province (Chief A. 0. Okupe, the 
Alaperu of lperu) : 
Y our H onour, I r ise i l1 i:-; JIIOI'Iling iu s uppo r t ihl' :Motion f or t h e 

Appropr ia t ion ]till. 'l'lw fornwr ~ pc•;Jk er l1<1 ~ ;-;<~id a l ot and I n eed 
uot nnw n !pea1. hi ~ l ' c~ nl:trb. Jf1 goii1.g Utrongh Y our Honour 's 
SJW PCh , J sa w :1 gT<' ~ Ii lii~III ,V 11ii11 g:-; !'or whic :ll th t' \ Vestern 
.l'rovinet~s :~ s a \\'holt• 11111 :-; j he • g r:ddul . In Ill<· fi.1 ·st pla<' e 
I would r efer to tlu~ ]HJli(' .\. of G oYPl'llliiPnt in that the kincl of 
tra inin g th ey h~IY<' g i ·n~n i o us Ni gt'ri :m~ i :-; Yer y ~ atisbetory. 

'l1h e Commd t ef's i u eli ffe rC' Jl i J>roY i nces T am a ware fi r e hmd iouiug 
a s su.tisfa dorily ns possibl e. ThP A clmiuisiT<I t. i ve Otli cer s in the ir 
bun nn' in mn n.v c: ~uws hic•ncll y :ln<l v t•r y ;mxi on s . S u fn r on t h e · 
whol e w e find ihai if Ollt' g cH's fro111 Pnl\'illi 'C' t.o Pro v in<'<' , one• <'amw t 
f a il t.o ohs1•rve t l1 ~ Ji lll ~ tll .\ ' ht1il<li11 u·:-; \\·hiC'il :II'<' c•m c•ro·i1w hc•rp ~mel • • ,.... /"'> . 

ih en ' are a sig-n of progTc •:->:-; . 

The Agrieultural Uep ~1rimc ~ Jd haH : ll'I'HUg'l ~ <l v is ii s t u clifferen L 
parts of t h e P rovi ac :es so th at fo n~ ign f:Jrme 1 :~ c. <m stut1 y our crops 
at this t ime of s uclcl t> JI foocl clc•prc'ss iun. ·\Ye m u st h ave · a · wonl of 
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prai ~e for the Agricultural Department. 1 hope, ltuwever, that the 
expense marle upon tlw Oyo Farm Sehool by introducing piggery , 
:·dock of cattle, awl poultry ·will be sha.re<l by the res t uf i he Provin
<'PS iu ihi ~ H.(!giou. I hope that the l•'arm Scl10ol, wh en it h us 
pa~~ed i.hroug·lt its experintent.al ::iL1gt~, will PXt(!JHl its u:->dlllness to 
other l)roviuces :.m<l that it \Yill not be long bdore :-;imiL1r Instit u
tions will h e put up in other Provi ru ·es; \H' <Ire in nPe<l of such a 
School in Ijebu }Jroviuce. 

I made a strong sp eec h la~t. year ahout. " ·;der ~ upply. 1 am happy, 
Your Honour, to notice that during the eunent yeai· we h ave had 
\Vai . (~r Eng-ineers in our Proviu('.P. g-oing- from t·.o\\'n to iO\\' Il a.nrl from 
lmsh t.o hush in or<lt•r l.o lind out. ho\\' bt•sl. thP st·ht•Jllt' t•.:tll Ill' t'<ll'l'it•d 
out.. \r e !tope t.lud. aLtto distant d:llt· ll~t· \\'ork will lw bt ~g un. Uur 
t.hmiks too are du e to the Puhlie \Yorks D epal'tllwnt for the hau ibome 
Post Office a1ul the e:-;bblishment of the Hn<lio Diffusiou Sen·ice 
now in ljebu-Ode. Only there are tihll complaint~ about the 
carrying of mail s a.ncl the delivery of t elegrams ·whidt ·we still cannot 
und erstand. rfhe public i:-:; ~uHering- a great deal. rl'he m~tih from 
Iba<bn 1o Ijebu-O<le nnd other 1owns in lj ebu Province still take 
ihree to four clays to reach their destination; ~o far I have been 
round some towlls nnJ I nm glacl to t;ay th e re i ~ Hot a s in gle t'own 
whi eh does not nppreeinte what l1<1s bee n dotH' . 

Unless we <.ire tolcl a good deal more about the ae!ion a.n<l policy 
of th e Government we shall be in the clark <1:-; t·o ,,·hat. th e Government. 
is doing now. In oue word there are so man_,. t h iug:-:; tlw t '"e still 
need. The first speaker has refurred I o th e poli cy of Government of 
recltwiug Gra.ni.:-;-in-Aid io the N:d iv<> Arln1 inisLra lions; i.his c:on<l i
tioiti~ i.o be deplored. l would <Hhi:-;e !.Ita!. Uuverument slwnlcl find 
<HlP way or th e other o:f implementing i lt e i r g-oo<l intention io a :-:;::; i~t. 
Native Ad Ill i uistration~ where their ::Hmree~ of r ev en ne are limited. 

I had :spoken about <levelopment sehe111e some . tim e ago i~1 this 
House; in t he Committee we mad e the suggestion that. anangements 
should be made whereby non-British teclmieiaus might be importe<l 
into this rountry in onler to aeceleraie th e developmen t of the 
country. I hope GoYernmeut is not lUlre<Hly to heed thi s advice. 
\Ve are, in arrenrs alre:.1<ly by Hl:my :yean; nu the programm e of 
development. I do not know "'et lw"· lo1w it will bliY u s to stand ·' ~ 
up in this House to thank tlt e Governmeut for th e <·onstrudion of 
road ~, the completion of hospitab here an<1 th ere awl t h e water 
supplies in difierent towns. U ul e:-:;s we are np a1H1 <loing , unl es:-; 
arrangem ents J.re macl e on these lim's \\·c sh:dl ever cr y for want of 
nu.tterials and lack of staff. In my Provinee ·we a.;·e ea.g.'erly <l"wll~ing 
the supply of electricity~ I was taken aback when lj ehu-Ocl e ,,· as~-..--. 
m en t ioned this morning- as on e of th e 1owns already on the develop
meld. s(:henw for Electricity; this I eau o111~- :-;ny is a good s'ig-u. 

Last year we spoke a. lot. about ·t el e-c·omnmnication h ehnoen I.i ebu
O<lt> :mel Slw.gmnu. \\re hnve nol been abl e to s:1y <lll_dhing of tlw 
~1<'1i,·i1ies or' ihP Uov<>.rnmeut in this din·dion . \\~e also lwYe 
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complaini.~ about tht~ Lining· of mad:->. A Member has told us how 
many miles had been tarn•d in uue yea.r. 1 woul<l say that in my 
own I)rovince we still have much there to do. 

Indeed we are grateful to Government for a successful beginning 
of the building of an Hospitill at Shagamu which is the headquarters 
of Ijehu Remo Native Administration but the work there to a.ll 
appearances seems to be at a standstill. I would say the same thing 
for the projected hospital in the water-side. If men and materials 
ea.nnot be found at this time after the war, I think it is time that we 
made arrangements to obtain them one way or the other. Perhaps 
Your Honour may like to hear from one of the Members here the 
opinion formed about the present Ridu.trds' Constitution whit:h 
Your Honour is arranging to revise. On the day we first spoke of 
it, my Rtatement was that the " Proof of the pudding is in the 
eating ''. \V e have Reen the effects of the Constitution for well over 
a year .and I am happy to state, Your Honour, that the Constitution 
with all its faults is a great step towanls the advancement of the 
Nigerians. \Yhen however it has come to be revised, we shall all be 
very happy to see that important ingredients contained in it a.re not 
lost. 

Your Honour, I will come straightway to the subject matter 
before the House this morning, 'i.e. the Draft · Estimates. It has 
been a pleasure to me to be present at the sittings of the Standing 
Commitee always throughout the year. \Ve have been very familiar 
with the Secretary, Financ.e, a.ncl we are all pleased with the way 
he has eipla.ined things to us. He has always been very courteous 
aml ready to explain anything that. may be difficult for us to under
stand. 1'he Draft Estimate is a. great eredit to his ability. I have 
heen able to go through almost every item; it must have been a 
tedious job to collect the figures and even more tedious to put them 
down. 11he various items of expenditure have been very interesting. 
\Ve are happy that in the Estimates much money has been devoted 
to Education and we feel that that is a great step forward in our 
policy. because if Education is more widespread the better for Nigeria 
and the better for the citizens therein. 

I will heartily support the Motion that the Appropriation Bill 
should be adopted by this House. Your Honour, I end my speech. 

The Member for the Ondo Province (Mr J. B. Arifalo) : 
Your Honour and all the Members of the House. What I had 

wamted to say he~s been said by the previous speakers. 

\Ve d.re, . indeed, fortunate to be the foundation members o£ this 
g;.I;e~tt organisation and to have had the co-operation of His Honour 
the Chief Commissioner and the . Prov~ncial Residents who are 
mainly responsible for moulding its destiny. 

The Acting Financial See:etnry who prepared the Draft Estimates 
deserves our thanks for bis keen sense of d ut.y, and he is a worthy 
man for the post . . 
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As regardtl the Development plant~, the operation i:-; very ~:~low 
and I feel" that Government will find men Hllld materials to carry 
out the work so that our dreams ma~· not take too long n time before 
they nre realised. 

__ \Ve come to the question of amenities, it is a matter which has 
been perturbing us ~n my Provinee ancl has constantly been brought 
up in this House which comprises of the lacking of the following:-

(a) Water Supply. 

(b) Electric Light. 

(c) Government Secondary S.chool. 

(d) Telephone communication, Cl/tHl 

(e) S;u:fficient Postal Services. 
However, I very much hope that Government will realise these 
gr_eat needs and pay early response to the needR. 

Regarding the matter of Medical att€1nt.ion thPre is only one 
Hospital and one Medical Officer in my ProvincP wltich meanR that 

. when the :Medical Officer is on tour there is no oiher to replace him 
and thereby there is a congesti01n of urgent cases ·which neecl early 
attention. . Again should the Medicnl Officer remain at his station 
it consequently follows that the patients of the out stations 
will be left to decide their fates preferably by <leath. 1 therefore 
urge the Govennment to scncl an Assistant Medi<·;~l Otfi<·er to Ondo 
Province especially to- Ekiti area. 

Regarding the present standard of postal services in Ekiti 
Divisio:n, I feel it is very inconvenient because some towns are about 
thirty or fifty miles from the Post Office, thereby the people 
experience much difficulty in getting postal services. 

As regards Public Works Department, their work is very slow as 
I have discussed with the Head of the Department who promised to 
.do his best and I also wish Government should pay keen attention to 

. this Department. 

· As for the Appropriation Bill, I quite support it. 

The Member for the Warri Province (Chief Jessa Ogboru): 
Your Honour, I support the Approprint,ion Bill. My Province 

has askecl me to enquire into the Hospital promised to be built in 
Kwale Division. Several attempts have be€1l1 made, but nothing 
has been clone. ]~ven priorit-y has been given to _haYe the Hospital 
built hut up to llw present clat<' there is no movement. Apart from 

. that, there were two Hospitals, in Warri and Sapele, that r;qui'Y~d _ .. 
ext~ntions, but they have been stopped meantime until the Kwale - - ~ 
Hospital has been built, since people of Kwale have been suffering 
a great (leal from the lack of Hospital facilities. I have to point 
·out that the (listanre of Aghor Hospital from Kwale is ahout eighty s;;:-.;.-.;;.~,~ 
miles, and the !lisbnres of \Vani and Snpele Hospitals about , 
sevent-y miles from K wa lc. U nclcr these circumsta:nces urgent 

l~ 
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aelion is recptired in i.lte IJUildug of Kwale lloHl•it.al a.utl not to wait 
for the 'l'en Year Development plau. 'rhe lives of Kwale people are 
at stake at the present rnome:nt. 

I would add abo that there should be a Scholarship to the Univer
sity College, Ibadan, for deserving Native Administration candi-
dates. . 

I support the Appropriation Bill, Your Honour. 

The Member for the Abeokuta Province (Chief A. Soetan) : 
Your Honour, Members of the House. I have ·not come this 

m01ming prepared with a f!peerh for the debate on the Estimates, 
hut as a new Member and a first timer here, I have come to listen 
to watch, and to learn from the proceedings and procedure of this 
meeting to enable me in the future to contribute my OWJll quota. 
Having listened so far I shall make a few observations on the subject 
under discussion. 

First. of all I join the chorus of those who congratulate the Acting 
SecrPt:uy for Finance for the preparation of these comprehensive 
Estimates. I go further, also, to congratulate him on the way he 
has introduced the Estimates to this House with his happy choice of 
words a.ncl convenient explanations of certain points. To us who 
are not accountants it is just a conglomeration of figures which 
require some explarnation as regards details. Nevertheless, without 
much effort you can see what is required, and the provisions that are 
made for every item. I think the goal of our ambition is responsible 
self-government and towards this end we need rnamy things, 
especially economic development rund education. We, as a people, 
are really more of an agricultural set, and at first I was taken 
aback when looking through the Estimates I observed that there 
wns a decrease in the amount set apart for Agriculture, but upon the 
explanation of the Acting Secretary for Finance it appears that 
there are some other funds to be expected to make up this decrease. 
I advocate for the farmers in general more effort of the 
Agricultural Department to assist and instruct them as to how to 
improve planting, reaping and all other needs which will improve 
their efforts on Agriculture. I am not trying to minimise the 
efforts of this Depart.ment hitherto, but I am only advocating that 
more attention he paicl to all these things in different areas, 
particularly in my own I)roviuee, Abeokuta and Ilaro Division. 
There is already a Rice Milling Maehine on vVasimi but at present 
it does not appear that most of the farmers understan<l the use of 
this iiiachine. Ag-ain, the planting of cit.rns. I think efforts should 
be macle to edueatl' the farmer~ more in thiR connediou, not only to 
plant, but also to gd !.he Market:ing Boanl to exert ib-1 infiuen<'e to 
get in toueh with the world market and to bring Nigeria into th.e 
light, and so put Nigeria on the market. Most of the farmers in 
the past were encouraged to plant Grapefruits; sweet oranges and 
such like citrus, but it appears that they are getting disheartened 
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· for not getting a proper market for · these eommodi tiet:L I think 
efforts should be made to help them in this direction, because I 
think that Europe is not a country which can afford to plant citrus 

. ancl Sllr'h like commodities. They will depenrl upon what they can 
get from outside and from us. Experiment of planting· here has 
yielded some good results and we may in time come into the world's 
market so that the farmers may get adequate remuneration for their 
efforts. As it is with the cocoa production, so it should be with 
some other commodities that could be planted to advantage. I 
think that more efforts should be made in this direction. 

A:iwther thing in this connection is the Labour problem which the 
Honourable, the Second Nominated Member, has raised. Farmers 
suffer terribly for want of labour awl ('OHsequently the farms are 
being desertecl. . Although there is a lot of unemployment, yet it 
does not n.ppea.r that our people are turning their attention to farm
ing. 'l'he farmers need the labour problen1 to he solved and I think 
more depends upon the paynient of wages to attract labourers. The 
little farmers cannot pay as much as the Government pay their 
labourers beqause the ultimate result will not justify the mitlay. At 
any rate, at the present moment, I think the Government may 
assist . and advise the farmers as to how they ran get. sufficient result 
from farming nnrl be able to pay enr.ouraging wages for labour. 
ln that way I thi11k labour problems will he solved . 

. l)revious speakers have addressecl them:-:;elves to the question of 
Nigerianisation of the Civil Service. I think it is a wise step in the 
right direction. I think it is the Judicial Department that first 
started on this venture by appointing Africans into the higher posts 
in the Service, and also, recently, by appointing them .to the 
:Magisterial Bench and also to the .T udicial Bench. 'l'he result.s have 
been encouraging ancl I am happy to say that those who are filling 
the posts are trying their best to cany on the best tradition of the 
Africans and to prove to the world that what a man has done men 
can also rlo. These pioneers are holding the forts so that those who 
hazarded th~ experiment have not had occasion to regret it, and I 
am sure that if wider fields are being opened to the Africans in the 
Civil Service there will be no cause for regret. I only hope that in 
the near future we shall get Africans holding , side by side wit.h 
t.heii· European colleagues, the posts of Heads of Departments. I 
do not think the time is far di::;tnnt, considering the way that the 
pr~sent Deputies are carrying on, and the efficiency that is being 
shown will no doubt encourage those who are responsible for the 
posting to take further risks. It is a risk, aR they say, b.1J_t I think 
the result will justify the undertaking. I contribute my own- q-1l_Qta 
of . congratulations to my countryman, Dr Manuwa, in his rece11t 
a.ppoint.ment. We have every hope that he will fill the post with 
cre(lit to himself and honour to the ra ce to whi<'h he belongs. 

Now 8ir, the next. thing after economic development tmYarc1s our 
responsible :-;elf-govPnlmeut is E<lur::1tion. \Ve need this very 
hnclly an1l it is III'Hrt.cniuu· to see in the Estimates that much hafi • v 
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b(~en set apart towards edueai.ion, ;nul His Honour in his Address, 
which has been circulate<1, has given a comprehensive account of 
e<lucatioil, and I hope that all ueeessary needs in this regard will 
be aehieve(l. ·\Ve 'vant eduentiou, mass education, and perhaps 
more mone;y may be spent in diffusing the light of education to those' 
who in this country stand in great need of it. 

Sir, in the Development Scheme Estimate I think the Secretary 
for Finance gave the figure of £871,!183 as being set. apart for 
eclucation, and that about half of this amount will come from the 
Imperial rrreasury while the other half comes from our rl'reasury. 
rrhis is very good ne'iVS, but it appears that in the distribution thereof 
there is some dissatisfaction. The Secretary has, however, said that 
those who could not get much this time may hope to get more as time 
goes on. The plan is still going on and we cannot expect everything 
to be perfect. 

Coming to the Native Administration Grants-in-:Aid. The Fifth 
Nominated Member has dealt with this subject at length and has 
accurately hit the nail on the head when he said that N<itive 
Administrations really need more sympathy from the Goverll:ment. 
'l'o sas' that they are not collecting enough income tax or :flat-rate 
tax and therefore are not qualified to receive Grants-in-Aid 1 think 
nee(ls a little modification. If a Native Administration really 
strives hard to do as much as lies in its power I think Grants-in-Aid 
should not be withheld from it. I also endors~ his · appeal to the 
Government that a portion at least of the tax paid by non-Nigerians 
should go into the Native Administration's 'l'reasury. This will 
enhan<.:e the progress of the Native Administration concerned by 
making available more money than hitherto and I commend this 
to the Government. 

Looking at the speech and Address by His Honour, His Honour 
mentioned about the state of affairs in Abeokuta and I am sure you 
are aJl expeding to hear more about that from me being the Member 
for Aheolnd.:t Divil'ion. T rng-rd that 1 will hav<~ t.o diRappoint you 
on that score. But I can give you this assurance that no stone will 
be left uuturne<1 awl the Native Administration and all lovers of 
Abeol.::uta will do their be~->t t.o bring our beloved country into its 
pristine glory so that we shall soon sing not " Ichabod " but 
'' Ebenezer ''. \Vhile on this matter I wish to mention and place 
on record the thank:-:; of the people of Abeokuta to the Administrative 
Officers for thei:;: assistance in seeing that Abeokuta does not 
retrogress; although the town is now passing through troublous 
times, she will soon eome hn('k t.o · her owu. 

lu Abeokuit~ l'roYilll'e, quit(• apart from t.he political upheaval 
"·hich my friend the SeGond N omiua ted Member referred to, we neeJ 
:-:;everal improvements, not only iu Abeokuta but also in . Ilaro 
Division. ·The Ogun River for ~nstance needs improvements. We 
can do 'vith a water communication bt·Lween Abeob.d:a ·~mrl Lagos. 
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In days gone by that was one of the communications that our 
fathers had. Most of their produce wus transported on the Ogun 
Hiver route down to Lagos. Now we huve the Railway and Motor 
transpori., hut [think"·'~ :-d10uld l1aY1' it in vi('"' t.hat. when tlw tillH\ 

. offers we should abo improve the condition of our river to make 
river communication possible. Although I am aware tha.t it will 
involve some difficulties, as true to our name, we huve many rocks, 
yet it is worth while making the effort . 

. ~ 

\Ve al::id require a :Maternity Hospital in Abeokuta, and the 
condition of the town itself later ou will need planning, so that 
Abeokuta will be also brought into line with other large towns in 
Nigeria. I think Abeokuta is the next largest town to lb:ulan, at 
any i·at.e in popul~tion. 

Now, going· through the Estimates one will have no Joubt that 
a great deal of effort, time and skill have been spent and I have ' no 
word. but praise for the efforts so made, and as the mover of the 
motion registered his thanks and appreciation of the services of 
those· who helped him to bring out the Estimates, I think they all 
deserve praise. There is no doubt that the Estimates are a great 
credit to the Acting Financial Secretary and I have great pleasure 
in supporting the Estimates. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 
Your Honour. \Yit.h your permission I wish to preface my speech 

by a vote of thanks to His Exeellency Sir ,John Macpherson for the 
favour he slwwea Members of this How.;e in coming to lay the 
foundation stone of the \Vesteru House of Assembly on the 14th of 
Deceinber. All of us, or many of us, who had been acquainted with 
Sir John Macphen;on when he \Vas holding a post which was not 
so high as the one he is holding now will agree that he was a very 
painstaking oHicer; ana he also has a retentive memory to an 
am:u~ing degree. I remember the occasion when I met him after 
ten years i.e para tion, he waR able to mention almost every African 
Clerk in the Secretariat who had had the honour to work under him. 
Sir John hn~o~ tlone vel'Y well in undertaking the tedious journey 
from Lagos to Ibaclan. In divoreing himself for the time being 
from the many oftit~ial tluties, very important and multifarious, 
with whieh he has to cleal awl in coming down here to lay the 
founuat.ion stone of the House, Sir John has dpne the work to a 
very satisfactory degree by giving uR a very exc;.elleut speech and 
advice which, I am sure, all will keep in mind. Si1: John h;,1s only 
recently arrived in Nigeria as Governor of the tenitory but lie· ha~ ... 
most of the faets of t.hc prohlcmH of the <·ountry at his finger i.ips, 
he harl no ~nonrr :1nin·d tl1all Jw ~hHird to face difi1f'ulties. He 
tl('als wiih fw hrnw..; :J IUI idt>:l ,<; HJHI l'rysia lli se:; them with great 
rapidity. To hin1 " .,, 11111~1 . g·jyp tl11~ l'l'l'tlit. of setting up ihe 
Nip:<•riani1atinn C.onlllli;-;;-;ion whi<'h has for its ohject the Nigerian
isation of· the Senior :-.;pn·ieo '"hereby shall be appointed fit and 
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vroper Nigerians to :->it side by side with Europeans, be on the same 
salary, enjoy the same status and look up for further advancement 
to eYen the top of the gra<le. He is also respon:->ible for setting up 
the Conditional Sale:-> Commission the goo<l efl'eds ul' which we are 
11uw reali:-;illg aud which haYe tended to soften the hardship of 
control:-> some of which have now been removed. He is to a great 
extent re:->pon::;ible for the University College, a11d has come up very 
readily on this occasion to la,y the foundation stone of the Houst1 
for this A::;sembly. He is also engaged upon unanging that 
Nigeria's political constitution, popularly known as the Hichards 
Constitution, will be revised at no distant elate. \Ve wish him 
health and strength and happiness in the discharge of his duties and 
we wish him also the rewards of '' ·the powers that be '' .at home. 

Now with regan.l to the very instrueti ve and interesting speech 
of His Honour delivered on the 14th of December, we have nothing 
but praise for the time and labour and cure bestowed upon the 
preparation of the Address delivered by the President of · this 
Assembly. · · 

Now generally speaking I have in the first place to draw attention 
to the Nigerian Political Constitution and register my observation 
that I am happy to notice that that Constitution, which at the out
set --was a target for attacks by many opponents, is now becoming 
the people's friend, and that most of its staunch opponents have 
abandoned the irlea of boyeotting it and are striving hard for its 
improvement. Thanks .are due to Lord Milverton, and also to Sir 
John Macpherson for condescending to give it the desired revision 
in the near future. 

Now to the Estimates; our thanks are due to the Acting Secretary 
Finance for the very exeellent way in which he has laid the paper 
before this Assembly. Anyone acquainted with him at · close 
quarters, at Finance Committees and other Boards which I have had 
the privilege to attend, will agree with me that he isl as previous 
speal\:ers have commented, the right man in the right place. Our 
thanks also are due to his Assistant and to the African officials in 
the Secretariat who have taken so much trouble in the typing; out 
in a very decent mauuer the Estimates now set before us. I have 
no doubt that when we come to examine the Estimates in detail we 
shall find nothing but sa tis£ actory results. 

Now Your Honour, I have to speak about the general affairs in 
the Oyo IJrovince of which I am one of the representatives in this 
Assembly. One of the things which have been worrying us is now 
being remedied, and that is the anxiety, the expense and the waste 
of e1wrgy that. an~ u:o>ua ll y i w:urrecl when ehieftainc.y (lispu tes are 
:-;eU.lecl in th~ Supreme an<l l\bg-it>Lrat.eH' Court:--;. 1 think n~<·- eut 
results have justified t.he ground upon which we Ht.oocl a few months 
ago · when we beggecl this House to adopt the Motion. · We 
congratulate those who have already benefitted from it. My 
particular division has also reaped benefits by it in that recent 
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Chieftaincy Disputes were quickly dispensed with by the Central 
Council with no hope of their ever rising again in the future. But 
I have to bring to notice another canker which is disturbing the 
general peace and welfare of the peoples . of Oyo Province; this is 
disputes, constant disputes about their boundarietl. As the House 
is aware, the bouudarietl have been fixed, hut the latest boundary 
·which most people are prepared to agree with was that made in 1913 
under the Presidentship of the Senior Resident, Oyo l'rovince, at a 
Conference with all representatives of Native Authorities in Oyo 
Province. 'l'hat boun(lary unfortunately >vas merely settled on 
paper, and it woul<l be difficult now for any one leaving this room 
and going to look fur it to say exactly where it is. 'l_lhe result is 
that there has been mueh eonfusion, much heart-burning and much 
bad blood between tribes and tribes, . and between neighbours and 
neighbours in the Oyo Province. It is the wish of my people that 
the cause of this dispute may be removed at an early date. \Ve have 

· been so particularly concerned in the division to which I personally 
belong that we have essayed to plaee on our estimates for the ensuing 
year funds for the appoinhn<mt of a surveyor to survey our 
boundary, because we wish to make matters clear so far as our 
boundary is concerned. 

Another point to 'which I would like to turn my attention is 
Finance in the Oyo Province. The House is aware that in the 
course of the eunent year meetings were held and deeisions taken 
that arrears tll10uld be paid to Native Administration staffs at 
Harrngin rates and increased wages for lahour should also be paid. 
'l'his w<.is a matter that could not be helped. \Ve had to undertake 
the burden somehow, but the result is that in most cases our finances 
have been so hard hit that we have no alternative but to seek quickly 
the way of raising revenue from other sources and to increase our 
fiat rate and income taxes. 

I turn to the Ju<lieial, or rather the Native Courts, its system and 
administration. I think the condition of the Native Courts, both to 
ourl'\ehes :m<l to our friends uut:-;i<Je Oyo l>rovince, tleems to leave 
much to be desire{l. 'l_lhe reason for such a condition must be found 
and remedied at an early date otherwise the alternative suo·o·estion 

00 ' 
which we hear as a rumour, and 'vhich is hanging over us like the . 
' sword of Damorles ', may fall not only upon the Courts but also 
upon Native Administrations generally. I will not immediately 
suggest the remedy because it is a Iltatter which is at present under 
considera.tiou of the different Native Authorities, Q_ut I should ~:lay 
that care must be taken to find the eause of the irregularities and 
dissatisfaction in order to afford a remedy for them. In· ' ti1~s 
conueet.ion I ;will not forget to me1ltion that the pay of the chiefs 
who are ·gcurrally 1hc prc~ ideuh:: an<l a:'i:-;neiatc members in Native 
Courts is very lmL T t is rid i(·ulous that some chiefs. obas, and 

· iJnportant vill:tg-(~ he:ull'\ should be earning only £1 lOs a month or 
thai <'Y<'ll mw of tltPil t P:nns ns low as 0s a ·month. \Vhat. sort. of 
justice could we expect hom a 6s judge compared with that of a 



) 
magitd.rate who:·H~ sa b 1'.) rauges from .£GOO to .£1,000 a year. I feel, 
Your Honour, that the eause shoulu iuuneuiately be found anu 
remetlil'<l. Another thing which comes to my mind is that the 
system of ;judi<'ial a<lminist.ration in Nut.ivc Courts is quite different 
from that in the Ma.gi:·d.raLes' Courts. lt must naturally be so siuee 
every Native Court. \\.anant makes it imp·erative upon the 
l)resiclent of a Court consisting of about six to seven or more 
members to reconl the judgment of the Court according to the 
decision of the majority of the members. 

lt is only iu British Courts with very highly cultured judg~s upon 
the Bench that justice eould easily be done in such circul!lstances 
without any risk arising from the fact that no one is particularly 
responsible for judgments delivered. In Native Courts that can
not always be so having regard to the fact that the illiterate associate 
judges are paid very ridiculous salaries. · 

I come now to the Administrative Service.' I am happy to say 
that i.1.s far as the Administrative ·Officers who are helping us 
towards the goal of our ambition (self-government) are concerned 
we have first rate oliicers who have been doing their best to see that 
·we do not lag behind in the onward movement towards self
government. J3ut the fact still remains that until we have well 
educated, well trained and very eflicient African personnel on our 
Native Administration establishments we cannot go as fast as we 
should. 

I eome ncnv to the Publi(~ \Vork::; Department: ~Chis Department 
like J3intam \Vood now begins to move, and we are thankful 
to the offit:ers who are responsible for the movement, because in .the 
past we have come here often and often to complain that we could 
not see that there is any appreciable development works .going on 
in Nigeria and particularly in the Oyo Province. But now we are 
happy to report. that in some parts of thP Province, the Public 
\Vor ks Department are doing well and are tloing all they could with 
the t arring of our roads. 'l1he.y have :.;ent to us people who will 
cany out our rural water supply scheme: they have sent us an 
Architect to clo his own bit on the Women 'rrainiug Centre at Ilesha; 
and recently at Ife I actually saw one of the Engineers on the spot 
::mpervising the men on the ro<lcl:-> and urging them on. We are 
also obliged that our plea that whatever work could be clone by local 
Contractors shoul<l be given to th'em in order to expedite the work 
of development has been accepted, and that as far as one of the 
Divisions is eoncernecl work is being canied out by local Contractors . 
:Five of our roads have been placed un<1er contract and tenders for 
more are coming in. \Ve are glad that our people can now . realise 
ilw t t')Olllcthing is heiug rloue for them. 

One of the important enmts in Oyo l)rovince is the grant of the 
divisional status to Ijeshn-la.nd. I am glad to hear from our people 
that their plans which have been held · up are now beginning to 

----·-----
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progress. · lNith :-;trength and <1etennination they will cont inue to 
progress as in other Divisions. With regard to Posts ::md Telegraphs 
Department we may :;ay that this Department, unlike other Depurt
menh-;, ha:-; l-in far clone lif.tlc' or nothing in the Oyo ProYincc. That. 
may no( lw the l'aull. of il:-; oflil'n:-i, but it. was a long time ago that 
a new Po:;t Ofli('e was promisctl to lle~ha, and nothing h <LS been 
clone. 'l'he trunk telephone is very inefficient, and we hope that the 
Officers responsible will look into it. In many parts of the 
Province there is a hue and cry for want of telegraphs, post offices 
and telephones. · 

As rega.rcls E<l uca tiun, we are tJwnk ful to th'e Education Depart
ment for the real efforts they have made in developing education in 
the Oyo I>i·ovince, and we hope that by inercasecl efforts. the results 
of their work will not require a pointer. · 

As regards Agriculture, we arc also thankful to the Agricultural 
Department for their efforts within the Oyo Province; they are 
experimenting upon a scheme whereby if a. farmer has a large I?iece 
of land on which he plants he may be re.quested to divide it, fifty
fifty, with officers of Agricultural Department. They are not 
wrestling the land from him or depriving him of it, but they are 
taking it temporarily from him in order to teach or demonstrate 
their own metlw<1s 'of growing r.or.oa whir.h if adopted, all the benefits 
therefrom will acerue to the farmer. They are at present arranging 
to invite, or have invited, farmers in certain districts, particularly 
Ileshn.f He, to come and see with their own eyes a portion of cocoa 
which th'ey have grown in their farms side by side with the other 
fa1;ms on which the farmers have been growing it. It is understood 
that the result far exceeds expectation in that where about 92 lbs 
of beans of cocoa were produced from the Department area only 40 lbs 
were harvested by the farm-owner from his own plot. \ V e are 
therefore thanking the Agricultural Department for their efforts 
and we wish them more and more successful activities in Oyo 
Province. I need not go too far into details because some of us have 
received reports from the Secretary to the Development Board show
ing the vario\u; works which are being carried out under the D evelop
ment Seheme. In Foreshy I would invite th.e attention of 
the Forestry Department. to the necessity for provicling for the future 
in respect of the planting of fuel and trees like Teak and other kinds, 
so that when the necessity arises we may not have to look about for 
fuel, especially as it is proposed that water and light wili i)Vl.tD.stalled 
in Ilesha Division and \Vood fuel may be used. \Ve shall be obliged 
if the planting of rreak trees is hastened, . because it takes years 
before trees gTo"· 1o nn appreciable extent ancl, us I have sa id, we 
want to gn far ahead and see thai we clo not have fn look abou t. when 
necessity nris~::•s. Now I haYe again to thauk the Seeret.ary, ll'inanee, 
for the eXC'Plltmt prepnration of t.he :Estimate':-; whieh lw lw.R pLH·Pcl 
before ns ancl to support. the Appropria tiou Bill. 
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The First Member for the Oyo Province (Chief I. B. Akinyele, 
o.B.E., the Osi Balogun of Ibadan) : 

Yo ur Honour, we thank the UuYernment fur the ercatiun uf thi::; 
new eon::~titut.iun whereby we have every O}JJwrtunit,y to cxprc::;::; our 
opinion and to have a voice in the affairs of our country. 

I>reviuusly, I had no faith in the reality of the assertion of the 
Government that it was their real intention that we should be a 
self-governing Unit; but the practical steps taken in these current 
years by the Government wipe av .. ·ay all my doubts and fear::;, and 
I now believe that they re:.dly mean what they assert. 

rrhe first step whieh is a proof of the Government sineerity is the 
appointri1ent and Report of the Commission upon the Hecruitment 
and Training of the Nigerians for Senior Posts in the Government 
Service. of Nigeria. rrhis I believe to be a real and practical train: 
ing toward::; self-Goveri:unent, and for this we should be thankful. . 

~rhe seeond and more important ::;tep is the establishment of the 
University College, Ibadan, this clears away every particle of doubt 
as to the good intention of the Government to train us for self
Government; by this Act, the British Government has risen to that 
high standard of morality required by the Holy \Vrit, viz " Love 
thy neighbour as thyself.'' 

The abovP-mentionecl steps are but primary moves towards self
Government, and we shall continue to exercise more faith that the 
Government will leave no stone unturned until it is completed. 
Moreover, self-Government is a sham without Economic 
Independence; there must be an indus trial progre::;s if we are to 
become a self-governing an~ self-supporting Unit; we need industrial 
Education along with the · U uiversity Education; endless Degrees 
and Initials are not sufficient. Up till now not a single N ig·erian 
has been able to manufacture a needle which is the smallest article 
manufactured in Britain. \Ve look to the Government for strong 
assistance towards this end. 

. Another serious matter which re(l uires the pro:mpt attention of the 
Government is the inadequate provision for the }>rimary and 
Secuwlary Schools in Nigeria. Every year thousands of children 
can gn,iu no admission iu to Schools in all U rbau rrowns, more 
especiaJly to Seeondary Sehools. · For example, at the Ibadan 
Gramma,r Suhool this year, over three hundred boys sat for the 
eutrance Examinn,tion whibt there were only forty-five vacancies. 
The rest are compelled to give up all desire and hope of secondary 
Edueat.iou. If thi::; con<1it.ion is uot. improved it will surely a:ffed 
our l·niven-;ity Colleg-e. And <tgaiu. there arc iwmilicicnt Schools 
t.o atT OJUllloda.tc <111 the children of ~whool age in Nigt~ria; t.his ::;hows 
the impossibility of stamping out illiteracy from Nigeria. I am 
one of t.hoRe whose views are against the present system of Adult 
Education atloptecl by the Government t.o stamp out illiteracy from 
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Nigeria.. \Vhilst leaving the source and fountain of illiteracy 
open t hou::Hm<h are added to the list of illitera<.:y every year by birth, 
and nothing is <lone to · t:1eck it. 'l'he only remedy is to provide 
sufficient S.choob fc1r these new stn'allls of <;hilclren flowing in daily. 
I reg;ud tbe presenJ system of AtluU. E<lu<.:ation us a ·waste of money, 
anrt l hal, lllOUey CO U lcl be better <1 i Yerj efl to"-;tnls the truiuing ttllU 

opening- :-i<'.lwob for i.ht':-ie children; aclnlt illiteracy then will <lie a 
natural cleat.h. 

1'he ~wo prim;ipal agricultral procluds or e<.:onomic frees in mo:::;t 
of the I>rovinces in the \\Test are Cocoa and Kolan uts; and both 
are now in danger of being swept out totally by diseases . T'he 
Agrit:ultural Department iH now busy with combating th e diseases 
of Cocoa, and we fully hope for success; but nothing has yet been 
done as regards Kolanuts; although Kolanuts are not exported to 
Europe, yet they form a great bulk of the trade between t.lu~ Northern 
and \Vestern Provinces of Nigeria; we shall be very tha.nkful should 
the Agricultural Department pay strict and kind attention to the 
Kolanut Pest with the ::mme :.~eal ns that of th:e Cocoa. 

I feel I must touch on the policy or the attitude of the Government 
towards the Native Administration. The Government ought to fully 
assist the Native Administration, because all their trouble an(l 
burd ens have their sources from the Government; for example, the 
NatiYe Authorities were not consulted· before the institution of 
Harragin by the Government. By it, they raised the salaries of all 
their employees who ·were working side by side with our ov;rn workers, 
nnd thereby c:tuse dis:·mtisfa.ction and agitations which compelled 
us to adopt their method which finally ruined our purses . They 
thereby created trouble for the Native Adminisrations. 1'he 
Government ought to fully pa.y the anears instead of the fifty per 
cent paid. In the year 1!)00 the Government paid £2 to 'l'hird Class 
Clerks. · If at the time they were subor<lin<.tte to a. superior Govern
ment, who forced them to pay £6 instead of £2 per month, how 
would they fare? The Native Authorities are just crawling and 
we should therefore enlist the sympathy of the Government . 

I congratulate the Secretary Finance for the arduous ·work, anel 
Your Honour, I beg to support the motion for the adoption of the 
Estimates. 

The Honourable Omo N'Oba Akenzua II, c.M.G., the Oba of 
Benin: 
Your Honour, after about two years of existence u;·~~.t ... :YVestern 

House of Assembly I have nothing but admiration for tlle- 'hli:nds 
that have designetl these things. 1'hings seem to work aecording 
iu plan. Now, :-;peaking on t.Iw .Ei:lhlll:d. e~, Clll<' finds it. <l illi.cult. to 
mak e Y<.' l'.)' strung· conJments, bel'.ausc of the experJ way in which they 
]wse bcfm prep;~re<l. 'l'he Adiug Scc:ret.ary Fina11c: e is to be praised, 
et·qwcittlly with Tpg·nrcl to tlH~ s;~ving-:;; whic~h lw h:t;-; ma.cle which have 
given us a suqdus of £2G,OUO. Hut iu spiJe of ttll i.he efforts that 

I 
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ltave been made, ulte t·aunul appt·ct·i:.de t l~l' eXl'liS<' tlwt. has LeetL 
made that the Urauts-in-Aid are uot. int.ewletl lo help Nn.tin~ 
Administrations. \Vhen one realisPs that G-overnment also dm.""·;-; · 
from the Native Aclministrations by the way of Capitation 'l'ax and 
so on one ennnot but feel that it is the duty of Government to come 
to the r escue of the N utive Administrations. Otherwise one may be 
tempted to ~my Government uneonsciously is killing the goose 'that 
b,ys the golden eggs. Be that as it may, may I sum up in a few 
1vonls by emphasising that the Benin f\Vani Province . which, 
perlmps, mn.y not have been uegledec1, still must be neglected, in all 
forms of Development. 

I support the Appropriation Bill. 

The Honourable the Oba Aderemi, c.M.c., the Oni of lfe: 
Your Honour, many 1viem bers ha.ve spoh•n. In fn.et they have 

<'OVered practically all the ground nnd I feel I nm left with nothing 
new to say. 

I have not mueh to say about the Buc1get :mel if l hiftve anything 
at all t o s:1y I will sny that in the Committee. 

I lmYe to congratulate Your Houonr mul your staff on the progress 
which >ve have made during the year and on the wisdom with which 
you have handleclnwny deli<"at e and moRt clifficult questions during 
the ye:.u. :Much progress has been m:ule dui·ing the year, including 
the establishment of Departmental Sub-Committees by which means 
the members of the House of Assembly can be consulted on all the 
affairs of the Regions, the federation of smaller Native . Adminis
trations into larger Units, the development of loeal Government 
and the opportunity that there is at present for efficient Native 
Administrations to be allowed to manage their own finances. All 
these are progress. As to the development of which nearly every- · 
body is complaining, I am iu sympathy with those who think .that 
their areas have been neglectec1. I myself would ~w.ve had to make 
some complaints hut I consider that it is unwise of me to ·do so since 
I have macle so mueh c:ompla.int at. the very source of supply. I 
did know that the Government was Jllost willing to do its best for the 
people antl I knew tlw.t there was a shortage of materials and they 
eoulcl not get meli-hut in spite of nll this I h'atl to complain when 
I wn.s in England. 

If you say Seeomlary Sehools, I say you are in need of very 1nany, 
but we have 11ot. '. got the t.e:1c:hers-you c:ulllot sbft existinn· 

' b 

St~cond :1 ry S< :l10ols :u1eq ua t . l'ly-wlt ·<~l'l~ ;t n• tIt!\ i.P:WlH•rs P 

If ,y ou sny Electricity-that is all right-there are no eugineers
tha.t is our trouble. I must tell my people that we sho:ttlcl be a little 
patient awl ask th e (}ovPrmnent to clo more and mo.re to see that 
tL.ese works are done. 
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'l'here have been two uHI'orLunate iueitleutt; dm·jng the year. 'rhe 
trouble at Abeokuta. aud th'e di:;putc on· the euttiug out of cocoa. 
trees affected by swollen shoot. Both are tragic-the first one is so 
tragic that I fear to make furthc>r eomment on it. As for the 
sc<,~ow.l, I wish to usk Your Houour to take some steps to be able to go 
on with the cutting out of the rocoa trees affected by swollen shoot 
as othenvise the inrhiHtry will be ruinerl. This particular Region 
would suffer if the eocoa in<lustry is allowed to go into ruin. 

\Vhilt:~ I was in England I lived in that part of the country known 
as " the garden of England "-Kent. I visitecl many farms one of 
which was in Enst Malliug. A very senior official there w::tR asked 
to take me rouncl. \Vhile we went round we went. into a. pLwe with 
a glass roof where they were doing experiments on tlisease of fruit 
trees, and . I was told that they were not ::tble yet to c1o anything 
to cure these dise::tses except by eutting-out the affected trees. I said 
" we have the same trouble in my country with our co('oa trees ". 
He told me ·" The best thing for you to do is to cut the sick trees 
othenvise the others will be ruined ". \Yhile in England I read 
of a fnrmer " ;hose ent.ire stoc·.k of 10,000 turkeys was destroyed 
because Rome of them were affeded with disease! I would say 
Your Honour, that it is high · time some step was taken to resume 
t.he cutting-out of thl'se trees in ~pit.o of ever~·thinp; some people may 
ha.ve to say. 

I have nothing else to say this morning. As I have just said 
before, if I have anything to say about the Estimnt.es I will say that 
in the Cmumitee. I :;upport the Budget. 

His Honour: 
Before we adjourn till this afternoon, I would like to know if it 

·is the wish of the Honse that the message should be conve~·ecl to His 
Excellency in the terms indicated by the Second Member for the 
Oyo Province? 

I take it that this is the wish of the House. 
l{ d . d J9 C)t: ·z 9 '>(} mae a )0111"1/.e , nt ,~, ,.,J p.m.. 11nft , •.• ; JJ.?n. 

His Honour: 
'l'he House will now procectl with discussion of the Motion of the 

Aeting Secretary Finance and Development. 

The Acting Deputy Director of Public Works : 
Your Honour, I have been asked a number of ·quef'l+.ions this 

morning by numerous Members. I trust I may be able to give 
adequate expression to my replies without. unduly prolonging the 
session of this House. 

The Fourth Nominated Member, Mr Obaseki, has asked ahout the 
tarrying of the Benin ro~uls. Art·onling to my information there 
is no provision for tarring the Benin-Asaha Hoarl. We are only 

. I 
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vuueerme <l with the .lfe-lle::;lw-JJeuiu sediuu. He has a:::;ked why WL· 

have nut put it out to tontra.ct. So Llr as experience has shown, 
the question of tarring- roads has never been . really seriously 
C<~nsidered from a cont.raet point of view becnmre we have not yet 
found ni1y contradort':l who we consider were able to un<l ertake such 
work . For that reason we have had to rely on direct labour. 'l'.he 
progress on these roads, however slow it may have been in the past, 
is I t hi1nk I may say, going reasonably satisfactorily now. vV e 
have gangs working somewhere beyond Ilesha about mile eighty 
and now that the dry season is here and we are free from the 
embarussment of storms we are nble to undertake four miles per 
month umd our programme is so worked that we expect to be able 
to complete to mile ninety-six by the end of this year. Another 
gang is working in Ondo Province some te,n miles east of Akure but 
they have not the same amount of plant available and progress is 
not quite so rapid; we do however expect that they will reach mile 
oue hundred and forty-four at the end of this year. I anticipate 
that unless there are unforseen circumstances we should complete 
the tarring and reconstruction of the whole rond to Benin by the end 
of 1950-approximately two yenri'l from now. 

The Honourable Obaseki has asked about Electricity. That is a 
matter which is outside the purview of the Public Works Depart~ 
ment but I am advised that the priority of electricity supplies is as 
follo·ws , so far as the Western Provinces is concerned :-

(1) Ijebu-Ode.-which was supposed to start last year. 
(2) Ede.-which was supposed to start this year: 
(3) Ife-Ilesha and Benin.-which . are supposd to start next 

year. 

That was the programme which was envisaged in :Murch, 194G. I 
nm afraid I have no more recent information at my <lisposal on this 
subject, but the fact that Benin seems to be omitted from the 1949-50 
Development Estimates I sincerely trust is an error. I regret I am 
unable to give any more specific information. 

The Member for Benin complains that only two streets have been 
tarred i:u Rtmin UIHl that two years ago, and that during the rains 
ll11· :·dn•t'(s <ll't' floodt·d and gt'lll'l'ally HJH'<tl{ing l.lwrn iR mueh llis
eonten t.. I uuder::;tand that Benin Native Administration have .been 
a<Jvi:-;e<l that they should obtain ::;uita ble plant for tarring some 
of these roads. I am afraid I do :not agree with that advice because 
the amount of tarring work which the Native Admin istrution would 
have to undertake would not be ~mfficient to justify the expenditure 
.on r>hnt I have already ~nformed the Resident this morning that 
I shall t .1\e steps to have this amended and tlw.t the Native Adminis
tration ohoulcl use a cold ~~mulsion for Inning t.heir rotid s·. 

So far as flooding iR c•oneermed I was made aware of the situation 
) when I was in Benin two and a hal£ months ago a.nd I agree · it 

/ certainly is very bad, "'Vhat we shall have to do is to Ulhdertake a 

• 
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:mrvey of tlte whole of t.hu area. and work out a seheme. · l[ow soon 
we shall be <lble to do that 1 am at the moment unable to say, but 
I have the matter already under consideration and will endeavour to 
provide adequate staff so that the work can go ahead as soO(ll as 
possible. 

Mr Osagie has spoken about Hospitals. He says there are only 
two in the Province fully equipped. This is more a matter for the 
Deputy Director of :Medical Services, but I am able to give some 
information reganling the proposed programme for Benin. A Rural 
Health Centre is already . under construction at Auchi, while at 
A.Raha, Ekpoma and Benin new hospitals are envisa.ge<L So far 
as Ekpoma is· euncerned this is bound up with the qut'stion of water 
supplies. On the Ishan Plateau we have conditions which I think 
are unique in the vVestern Provinces, in that the ordinary form of 
well digging will not do, and we sl~all have to resort to deep well 
horing which requires speeial pla1nt and special staft. · Provision 
has been made in the 194:9-50 Development Estimates for the work 
to he put in motion and I hope it may be possible to advance that 
to a sufficient state of completion t.o enable Ekpoma. Hospital to 
be started i1n 1!350-51. At the moment it would ht> quite useless to 
attempt to do any work because there is no water and the building 
would merely be a " white elephant " until such time as water was 
available. 

Mr Osa.gie has also asked about Secondary S.chools. There is no 
provision for secondary Schools in any Development Programme, 
but I would rather leave this matter to the Deputy Director of· 
Education. · He has also asked about Electricity and I have already 
dealt with that in my reply to Mr Obaseki. 

Mr .Osagie has asked about the Post Office at Auchi. This and 
the Postmater's quarters have been completed and so fnr as I know 
have been opened and are 'now in use. I am unable to say anything 
about the question of telephones and refer that to the Post and Tele
graphs Department. 

About \Vater Supplies. He referred to a figure of £5,000 for 
rural water supplies. In actual fact so far as Benin Province is 
conce1med . the Development Programme envisages a total expendi
ture of .£33,000 on rural water supplies spread over a number of 
years, £3;000 for the current year, £10,000 for the next year, 
£10,000 for 1!350-51, £0,000 for ] 951-52 and £5,000 for 1952-53. 

:Mr Osagie has asked also about the Post Office at Ben.hL -··· It was 
first propo~ed in 1946 and he says there iR still no sig.n of it. · 'liliis;.___, _ _ , 
item has been entered under appendix " T " for 1949-50, that is to 
say the schedule of Approved vVorks which shall be undert.aken as 
so011 as staff aTHl funds permit. I may say, l10wever, that. this is a 
iy]w" A " Post Offi<'.e which iR estimat.c(l to cost ove1· £16;000 and on 
thnt account it ma.v be rather diflicult to make anv st.art. in Hl4fl.50. . ' 
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\\re shall ju sl lw.ve Lo set ~ how nwllt ~ l'K go. 1 \Youl<l a lso ::;n y it w:1s 
a matter for· N iger inu Est-illlntes and not ltegioual Estimates . \V<-~ 
in t he \ Vestern l>roYin<'.eR art ~ t·ont· c~ l'll<'<l only " ·ith the pnYY1siun of 
I ht· HI aiY and no I. I ht> motH' ,\' . 

Mr Osagie hns ask('cl also abouL Hoa<l s. He s:1ys th:d: sOlll(' :lrt':1s 

are lwt.t.t>r off than ot.hen.;, and thai. the tnning of the Tknin-~:1]Wlt• 
ro :Hl st.n ri ed two ye~ns ago a wl e ight miles only have b et> u <lone. U 
is quit e true. Fivl' mil P:-; of t h e ro:11l werP dont• in l!l-1-li--l-7 hut [ 
r egr et that I ha ve b etm unabl e io a sr·erhlin in my r ec.o rcl s why DO 

furth er \Tork was done la st. ~- P:\1'. I ran only ::;tr ess it \Y rtR probably 
a quc•stion of sta ff. 1 ban> 110 furth er information. \\'' e tli d sona• 
more of thr work in April iltis ye:1r lwfore t h r rainK ('<llll e when \Ye 

had to siop·. Hut work is going :lill ·ad :lp;:tin now with sat. i s f:tdor~· 
sp<'P<l. ~o far :t s (lit' ;-; ou1!H'l'll half of the HPnin-\V:lJTi r oad is 
< 'O il<' e rnt~d. it. was sbt.<'d that !ltP ~apelt-~- \V<lt : ri ro<~<l was d osP<l for 
some p:1rt.s of the year; but I lwli<·,· ~~ th::d :Mr O::~agie re:d ly W<l~ 
referring to was wit.h regn.nl to the Ologbo Hank , whi<'.h i:-; north 
o f Sa]-Wll-' ::1.11<1 which wn::; (']Of' t>d for h•t1 fb ys about two mo nth s :1go 
du <-' in ex t reme fl.oo<l K which nt·<·m· :tbout. Oil C'P in teu years . Adive 
m e:1surps :1re now lwing· takt•n in raisp the roa<l so :1 s to f ortif,v i1 
:tgain :; t :my poss ihl<· fudlt<'r :1lt:wk b,v tloocl w:d<-·rs. 

The ~t·< · ond Xomin:dt-•<1 :Mt•nlh<·r, ~lr Ohi sesan n•fern•d I<> Hu:11ls 
ge1iera1ly :uul th e only reply L t'.<lll gin· there i::; tlwt on our Develop
Ill< ' llt. Prognnlllllp wP lnulg<>ited for :111 es t.imnt e<l expeJl{li tur e t.hi~ 
~' v:1r of £7:~.000. At oil<' t im P WI' t ltong·ltt W<' should not keep to it 
bu t b~· rnrrful orgaui sation \H~ fully anti< ·ipat e that W<' shall be nb1 P 
io sp end dh~d-iYe ly thai s un1 of lllOHP.Y . Contpan~ tl to tlt:d- £ 7:3, 000. 
proYisiotl i11 lh e l!l-:1!1-;>() J>t·nlop11H'tll l•: stim:d.<•s is fl;l(l,()()(), and 
" '<' hop<·"''' ;-; h:tll h<' :1hlt· 1o d< •:1l ,,·ith lh:ll :~ s t•IY<·t·liYt'I .V :1s " -,. a n( i<·i
pal<• \\'p shall do in 1-lw 1!)1:-;--1!1 l.'nl).!.Tll11l111C . 

'J'lw .M<·mlwr for ljtdnt ltas rPh·rn·d lo \\' ai.er Supplie:-; and h e said 
i hat he wus glad iltt' \YatPr Engineer :-; were g oiug from town to 
imn1 <ltlll hu s h to huslt, and hP hop e:-; thut \\' l' sltnlllw in full ~;wing at 
1w di st:11d dat r . [ :dso hop <' we Kh:dl lw in full swing , but- as I set• it 
:11 i. he moment our ('hiPf <liftieHliy is one of staff. \YP h:1ve b een 
ctmsifl< 'l':lhly ('mbnrnl K:->P <l ovp r our w:d-erworkH ~d :dt and ther e :1re 
:1:-; yt•f no \\~ att'rworks Eng-itt<'<'l's :11 :dl iu t.lu· \ Ves iL' l'll Pnwi ll ('!:'~ . I 
\\' i II r I : 1 \' (' () ll (' () r 1 \\. () 1'1' Ill : I I' k s () 11 s : tlr ( () 1ll: ~~~ e L d. e r 0 II . 

'J'l~~ ·- · 11<~1llhn l'or Ljd>tt has :d ,..;o said HwL he wa s a waiti11g 
· J ~ i eci rieity . 1 han~ st a ted L'arlier on t.lwt lj ebu wa t> put <lo wn for 

I!J.I-7- -1-S. Th:d wus i11 )br<'h, l!q(i , :11Hl ilt:d I<IWil i s ti!' ;-;1 on tilt · 
prim·it~ · li~t fol' t.ltt' \\"ps !t•rn ProYinces hut l n•gret that I h ave no 
furth<~ l' informal ion on thnf subjt>d r~t the monH' nt. I \'r ill make 
t•uqniry f rnm ih<' EIPC'1l'il':tl Ellp;ilH't'l' i11 ('hit' f ::- n tkd- I ean g ive you 
:t mm·,. atlPq n :ti t' n·rdy l:d c: r, 

• 
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Chief Okupe hus refened to the tarring of roads unJ sa.ys nothing 
has b een done yet in Ijehu Province. \Ve are working on the seven 
miles ::;edion between Shagamu and O<logbolu \Yhich when 
complete will give a c·omplcd.c· Llrrnd road right t.hrough to IjPbu-Ocle. 
Hegnrding lhe llwroduf:-:lltagnntu :-;trdch 1 regret 1 am not com
pletely fa.milinr with the position to be able to say how much of that 
roacl has been tarred. Som e of it was done many years ago alHl 
there may be a fpw sedions t.o link up. \Ve are also going to start 
this year if possible on tarring the road from Shagamu to Iperu 
whiclt will fonu n part. of f.ht ~ new t.nmk I'O<Hl from Lnp;os to 
Ibaclan-a road which will ]H'oe<->e cl via lkorod u, :-)hap;mnu an<l 
A~lw , and "·h icolt wi 11 red nee Ute cli~tanee by about twenty miles or 
more , in eompariso11 t.o the presPut. road via Abeokuta. 

Chil'f Olnl}Je ha:-:; rd<~ ITt~ cl 1-o the Slwp;nmu Hospital and say~ it is 
at a staudshli. 1 am afrai<l [ t ~ nnnot. wholly sub~eribe to that. view. 
I was clown there about ten rbys ago an<l I admit the progress was 
not quile aH rapi<l as I hncl hoped. Various du-tuge~ in. the organisa
iion have·; · lrmn~ver, het>tl mac1P, nuc1 I fully anticipate that the 
presrnt year's progra1nnH-~ wltieh provide:-:; for the Matermty or · 
Ard:e-nn.tnl blork will b<~ c·mnpletPc1 by the encl of :Marr.h. Next year 
proYi simt has b<>en madP for the c·mnpld1on of the whole Hospital. 

'l'ht~ i\1<•mhl~ l' . for Undo l'rovin<·P states that there is only one 
Ho::;pital. Here again l may say -that provi:-;ion has been mnde in 
thc~ Developntent Vrogr:nnme for the following works:-

(a) Maternity Ho~'> pitnl nt Akure-which is near completion and 
for a furtltt'I' exten~ion; in ;dl a sum of £40,000. 

(IJ) . H.urnl Health CPrdre t:o be built at Owo next year. 
(e) A lH' ". Hospil<d to he lmilt in Okitipupa in 1861/5:2. 
(d) A Ill'\\' Hospital is to he built nt. lknn~ at au unknown elate. 

~o f:1r :1s I know ;1i tlf-<· lllOlllt'llt 110 ddinih-· <lg'reem ent lt<b hc·PII 
:ll'l'in•d at so f:lr :1s t-h<' siie is !'Otl<:t'l'lll'd . 

The Member for Onclo lw~ refc-·n·r.d to Public ,,~ orks Department 
activities being very ~low, but h e h<-u; also had an assurance from 
me that I will tlo my best. I may say that in the past few weeks 
wt~ h <\ Ye hP<~ i1 <1 b 1 t~ h> i nc_·rc•ase .Public \V orks Senior Servirc staff 
hy posting one Development off:icer entirely for Publir. \Yorks nnd 
'1\'0. al~n ltnvc· the assistrmc·e of anothf'r Development Offieer on roncl 
mai11tenanr.e. \Vit.h this inr.rease in staff I hope tJHlt wr. m:1.v hn 
nhle to mak<~ snff-il'.ient prog-ress to sntisfy the )Irmbrr. 

'J'he :Mm11 be.r for ' A heokuta hns ref the open 
Ogun River aiHl he says that in the pnst there was commun r o,_lii.L.U 

from Lagos - to Abeokub. This is a mattt->r whic·h ilw Marine _ _.~....._
Drp:u:tment. wm1ld have to inves tig-;tfp to sc-~e t.o what extPnt op enino· 
11p wmtld he possihlr ancl what th(' ('Cl;.;t mig·ht be. 1\·rsonally I fea~· 
the cost woulcl bl· sonw\\·hnt pr(ldi g- iou.;, not- only to opc•n np but :dso 
to mamt.ain. 'l.'h(~ l'uhli<" \\"urk :-- Dt·pnrtnwnt 1n L:1gn~ hnvP been 
h <lv in g consicleralJl• diffit ·ttlty in ge tting stoll(~ down from Arc 1 , :tlld 
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~">U JllC Jlllll tlil :-; <lg'O lltt•,y <ll'l'llllg't'd lo han• :->ttppJit•s :-il'UL IJy C< llltH'. · J 
do uut kJ to\\. wh:d :-;uc.t't':->:-> Uw t :·wlw1Hu lwd, oul 1 lwn~ aln•:uly 
wrillt-!ll [(I L<tg·o:-; lu Pltquire :lllll ,,-lJ,•JJ I kuo\Y lllut·e ahout iL I :-;hall 
ht· <Lole !u give het.Ler advic:e. . 

:Mr Su d an l1a :-; a;-;k etl aouut. llospi la l ;-; . An Hospital is to he built 
in Abeukub, a very large hospital; a. :Mental Hospjtal, Your 
Hmwm·. Apa.rt fr0111 i.haL ilt er e i;-; :t H.unt.l Health CL~nt.re to be 
cumd;J·ucted at llaro. But 1 have uo iuformat.ion of any ntlwr 
seheme for ho::;pibl:-; iu Abeokuta Provinc·.e . 

'rht' ~ e c ond :Member fm Oyo ProvillC' e h as said some flattering 
thing-s ;1 b out the l)ublie \\Yorks D epnrhri ent for whieh I am gratehll, 
OUt he lll:tdt·! OllP J'elllH rk io whi<'.h J Jli<I.Y make spe('.ial n~ft:.~nmee. 
He :'laid ihat he actually saw the J>rovincial Engineer ou the road 
at H e . I fl incerely hope h e rloes nut think, o1· wish the House to 
iufer, that this i ::; au uun;-;ual ;-;ight. He has asked aJso n.bout 
Ilesha electricity and the question for arranging now for pltmta
tion;-; to provide fuel for eleetrie light plnnt . I have r eferred this 
matter to tlH~ EleCtrical Enp;ille(!J'-in-Chief and he n. llv~s e;-; me th<tt 
h e is pre1Jaring a. questionnaire which he will <·.irculnte to the various 
pla cefl l'on eernecl tu obtain i Jl form a tion on w hieh to base ·his 
pn•limin :1ry ;-;chPllleH. ~o far a;-; l know that questionnaire ha :-; . not 
bee n cmnplete<l b11t it i~:> not very lo11p; Hiuct! [ r eceived t hat· letter 
hom hi1n and the document may t'OllH~ at. any time. 

'rlwt :w ems to condtHle n ll the q u estions that h:.rve b een put to 
nw by tlw l ~ no Hi <'ia 1 ~Jpm her;-; bn t tht:>re is j u;-;t one general queHtion 
1 \roul t1 lik e to reh~r to. Man,\' of tiJ e l'nofticial Memben; have 
;-;ou11detl a no te of Ul'g'l~ ll< ~y <lntl expres;-;etl i.lw w.i :·dl that t.lw l>ub1ir: 
\York;-; lh!f>arhllt•nt :->llOuld eXfH~dii . P lhl'ir varlou::; ad.i\.· it.il!S to til(' 
ubnost tlegree . Yunr Honour, \\·e an· doing our Ll':·d , but 1 f ee•! l.lt:d 
possibly i.l~e I-Iou;-;e i :-; Hut fully awa1·t- ol' th ~ cuomwus ex teut of our 
undertaki ng. ''T e h:ne i 11 Uw pn•seut yt~:tl' a D evelopment \Yori\R 

· l>rogr:mun e tmwunt.ing in round figun•;-; In £Z;.W,OOO. Next :J~ enr · 
that fig ure wil1 bl! £:)~0,000 <ttHl t he .1!h0-i) J. Programme a::; at 
pn•sent euvisagetl will involve tm ex pt-tulihue of £ U:20,000. 'l'lwt. 
i s the peak year. In lU ;) J_;->:2 there i s n ~light <lrop to .£/aO,OOO .bnt 
in two _\'l)< lrH t.imt• we sllall b <-~ hl<·t~ d ''' i t h a. Dt-~velopment P10gramm e 
Jour tintt!H <tH l<trge a ;-; ai. pn!st•nt. f1i onlt~ r i.o fnt·e sw·h :\.n PIIOl'lllOUs 
nnwunl ol' l'Xfll'lltlibln' it has bl~ l! ll Jlet· essary to ei)]}sider <t vc~ry 
lnrgl' iunease in sblr. Hl•fon~ till· Dt'Yl'loplllt!Jlt J>rogr<lllllllt' shll'tl·tl 
tit(• S l'ni or Sm·vi<·t-• t>sb blishllll'llt. of lh e Publi<: \\Torks Dt-~ pai'I. JliPilt 
(Enn>Jl l' <lll ;-;t;dt as it tlH~ ll W<lH) was a pproximatel y two huU<lrecl <lll<l 
fody. The D evelopment Prognnmne PHvisagecl n e<'e:.;sitate<l an 

"''lTinea se in St-nior Sen·i<'e JH·•r;-;onnt>l <11 t lu· rat e of out> lnuulrecl pt~ l' 
(titlllllll l'o1· four yt' :tl' :-> in sU! 'I't•ss ion . N t~l'tlh· ss to sa,\·,\\'(' l1a v l ~ !ltd 
,vu!. lw e n :tbiL~ (u n •nuil Jttl'll :tl. l.lt:tl r:tl.t•. I :till twl l'ully up lo 
clute .with figures, but I <l o know that eig h teen moutlu; ago we 
w ere working- n.t . itpJll'C;ximutel_v {\\;_l_l thirds strength . U11.(1 ~ . clo . not 
think i'l 1Prc~ has hl~e11 an y i~nprovelllt'llt Rince . lhe H, Our jHtrt.icnlar .. . . . . . . . . ~ .. . .. . . .. : 



132 I Vcstern I louse of Assembly [ Dec. 16, 1 9+8 

weakness i~:~ \Vater .Eng·ineerH and :;o far as my information goes at 
the moment tlw number of \Vater :Engineers is less than twenty
five per cei1t of E!:ltablishmeut. · \Ve ju::~t cannot get the m en, so I 
have some misgivings for our \va tt~ rworks progress part-icularly in 
regard to Urban Supplie:--1. 

Another point concerns stores. \V e are always having difficulties 
in obtaining stores, particularly the major commodities such as 
steel, cement and bitunH~n, but despite all We have managed to keep 
going ~nid to expnrul. It may be interesting and f'mrprising to 
know t.hat. Hint'e 1!1;1!) t!.t· :IIIIIU:tl tonnagt• of Storl'H haudle<l by our 
Stores D(~partmcnt. in Lagos has increased ni ue times. Lust year 
tonnage 1umc1lec1 wa:-; about !~;),{)()() tons against some 11,000 tom! 
in J!)~m. -

In the matter of labour of "\vhieh one can speak over a consider
able length of time, I would s:~ y that labour is alwayR an unknown 
quantity with us. We uevn know lurw thiugs are going to work, 
difficulties, strikes, um·est alHl so ou and we always have to work 
out our programrn{'s with a wrather eye looking- in the labour 
cl irention. 

' 
Your Honour, I beg to support. 

The Acting Deputy Director of Agriculture: 
Your Honour, o11e or two Members made referenee to th e work 

of the Agriculture Department in the '\\T estern Provinces, and I 
will endeavour to answer those points which were raised and give 
as much information as T have at mv rlisposal. . . . 

The Fourth Nominate(l Member mentioned that we have closed 
down a 11 agricu lt.ura 1 aet.i vi ty in Benin; that is not quite correct. 
'l'he Member may not be fully eonver:-;:mt with the actual activities 
which we have been able to maintain in spite of the fact that it 
h ll.s been necessary temporarily to wj thdra w an Agriculture Officer. 
\Ve are still continuing work on Ogba Pann. That is being 
managed for the time being by the Oil Palm Research Station 
Rtaft. \Ve haYe abo made arrangemeutR to continue the Nursery 
work -at: Ogba Farm ancl also at the Irrua Farm Centre. \Ve have 
built. up at both these pla.ees a stock of plants required by farmerH 
and "\Ve are rontinuing to maintain a supply for future distribution. 
'I'he Farm Centres at Irrua, AuC'hi, and Aviele are also being 
supervised by a skeleton staff. 'l'he cocqa survey and work in 
(~onnedion with the improvement of quality of eoC'oa and improved 
maintenanee ~ of coeoa farms is also being eontinuAd. \York on 
cattle is being supervised by the Nat-ive Administration with the 
assistance of the Administrative D epartment. The Ekpoma Rice' 
.Mil1 is still in operation. Finally I woulrl like to make it clear 
that th(• Agriculture Offie(~ r at Akure makes periodic visits to Benin 
ProvinC'P and p:ivPs a limitNl amount of superviRion to the skeleton 
s1aff resident then' and is always available for clr.aling with :my 
matters of ·urgt'UC'Y or Pxreptional importance, 

.. 

... 



0 

•• 

' I 

1 

Dec. 1o, 1Y48j lJcbatn· 133 

The tmggcstiou was made, 1 believe, that we teud to concentrate 
uur wurk in the Yoruba Proviuces; that is not so, Your Honour. 
\V e have beeu obliged to try auo make an insufficient number of 
Agriculture Oilicers go rouud the "\V estern Proviuces, aud iu order 
to do that we have to deal with the most important commitments 
and dispose of our staff accordiugly. · v"\" e did try to spread our 
staff out but it was a failure. It allowed no provision for officers 
going sick or for reliefs when they went on leave. 'rhis necessitated 
a tremendous amount of movement of staff from one station to 
another which caused a natural amount of dissatisfaction amongst 
the members of the staff concerned. I am absolutely satisfied that 
we were not making as much progress by attempting to stretch our 
limited resources over the whole of the Western Provinces as by 
using them to rather better advantage in the areas where we have 
the most urgent commitments and eRtablished lines of work of long . · 
standing. I do wish to emphasise, Sir, that this state of affairs is 
temporary and is much regretted, but as the Member has drawn my 
attention to it I wish to assure him that at the very earliest 
opportunity we will arrange to re-staff the Province as well as we 
possibly can. 

'rhe Honourable the Second Member dre·w attention to Home 
tliiliculties in connection with labourers wages, and also to labour 
conditions in the cocoa industry. I would like first of all to oraw 
his attention to the estimates, Appendix ' TT ' in which there is a 
scheme provided for the Investigation of the Economics of the 
Cocoa Industry. A t~um of £U,872 is inelutletl in the Estimates for 
1U49-50. One of the maiu objectives of that investigation is to 
make a study of labour conditions in the cocoa indut~try. I have 
been personally associated with cocoa cultivation in this country 
throughout most of my service, and I have witnessed a number of 
changes in the employment of labour which have taken place in 
different parts of the "\V estern Provinces as a result of changes in 
economic conditions, advances in Education and other causes. '\Ve 
realise that our present knowledge is inadequate, ano for that reusqn 
we have advised that thiH matter shou ld be a subject for special 
enquiry, which I hope it will be possible to commence next year. 
As regaTds the general difficulty of finding labour for cocoa and 
other farm work I would like to point out that this is not peculiar 
to this country; it applies all over the world. In England, for 
example, farmers are faced with exactly the same difficulty; and 
it is overcome there by special periodic recruitment of Ia,bour from 
the towns and fullest possible employment of women and children 
on school holidays and so on. However, I do agree that it is a very 
serious problem, which is going to become more serious in the future 
in view of the faet that more awl more chil1lrf'H in rural ar<>a~ are 
receiving elementary edueai:ion and when they leave school it 
appears that very few of them indeed are returning to their farms. 
T think, Sir, to some extent the parents are to blame there~ · 1 have 
experienced considerable difficulty in Oyo in getting elementary 
schoolboys to come to the Farm School where pareni:R have 
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expressed the view that, " if I sewl 111 y boy to school, I send him 
to l earn book, <tllll not to learn fanning, I can t each him to do that 
Inyself ''. H that t ell<1 eJl<:y ("ontinues, it. is going to nea i(~ a V<'l'Y 

t>erious t>trniu indeed ou the b nn ers of the future. I am not 
proposing at this moment to offer any solut.iou, but I do wish t.o 
(lraw the attention of th e Hous(~ to it as it is one of the most serious 
agricultural problems 'vhi('h "·ill IL,tve to be fa(' ed within the course 
of the next few years . 

The M ember for Ijehn J!roviuce m entioned the Cattle M ultiplica
tiou Seheme at Oyo and the Poultry Centre, uw1 asked whether 
oth er Provinces ~vould be receiving any assistance or benefit from 
tlwsn t'lehellWs. I can at'lKUl'e t . hl ~ Mmnlwr l'Oll<'. ( ~ l'Iwd that-. i.ll(~.Y lllOKt. 
certainly '\rill , since thut is the primary objed of both tlwse sc hemes. 
'y e ha.'-·e a1reacly made a eerL1 in nmnhl~ r of clit'ltributious of cattle 
to Goverameut f<irms with n view to grueling-up local h erds, :::mel 
experimental h erds 'vith the objeet of improving cattle at those 
centres nud t-lO provide an acl(litional som·c· e of c:i.ttle for distribution 
to fanners in the future. 'rhe Sto<"k Farm at. Oyo is already 
multiplying in it very satisfactory m:llllll'l'. and we hope in the neur 

• fu t ure to be iu a potlitiou to ofh•r good ~tucl lndl~ to (':tttl e henl~ in 
va.riout> parts of the \Ve:;;tern l>ruvi nc<::'s . I <lo not know to what 
extent there a.n~ cattle herd~ in l,jebu Province-1 think t hey are 
very few iu number-but if we are sati::died that they require 
ass istance in that way , we shall b e ouly too ple :t t; ( ~ d to provide it . 
rrhe poultry S C~heme is also going ahe<Hl in a Yery Sa hsfaetory 
manner, ;_incl in the cour~e of nex t year we hope to be nble to 
distribute good breeding stock in fair num her:-:;. In aclditiou , I <1111 

pleased .to b e able to say Hwt we lwYe mncl e provi~ion for the 
establishment of sub-stations whi('h will enable us to Hpee<l up ihe 
production of poultry at a much larger rate than is possible at the 
present moment from the Oyo F:nm. 

On the question of the Farm School, th e Ml~mber for Ij eb-u ::mid 
. th<1t he hoped that when the· Oyo Farm School had p assed its 
experimental stage we ·woulc1 b e abl e to <"onsid er opening one in 
Ij ebu Province. Well, I :1111 Vl~l'J' ghul iud ee(l that he m entioned 
t h e experimental feature of the school . . rrhe Oyo F arm School is 
t> till in its experimental sbg-l~, but \\.l) lwve belm satisfied ·with the 
progress to date to such an ~.:de nt as to justif;r the opening of a 
st~coucl one at Ogbomosho. T pl~ J·son;llly h:lV(-~ :dways believed that 
I.il~hu P1·ovillr.e woul<l be :1 Yl'l' .Y g-oo(l (' ('lli.I'P :d. which to open a 
Fnrm :·klwol whell f:1<·ilit .i(•;-; IH~ I'IniL ··--.--

rrhc MembPr for Aheokub Provinc~e rn,isecl a uumbe~~~~ . . 
Some of them are very eontJ·overHial which I ~hould like to ilisr-u ss 
at som e leng-th but timP. will lHli pern 1it.. I l1ope h e will give m e 
n.n opportunity of talking io l1in1 afi.t'r illP Assr>mbly is oy r r. HP
sn::rgcsted ihnt more :u;;:; i siani ·t· :-d1nuld be f!:i-;; c;n to frtnner ;-; n1l(l mm·p 
in .;; trnr:tint1 r eg·:Hrli.ng- 111'1i <'<'< .itt ;:''. \VP11 . \Ye lLtY<·· L:Hl ;;n 
AQ'ri(·uHlll'p Offir r r :tnc1 subnrrlin :1 11· Slnff in Alwolmh VrnY1llri' for 
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. , f'OJll e years. ln that resped Abeukuta Province is much better oft 
Lhau sollw of tlw other l'rovitwes in Ute \VeHtern Hegion. \\'"t! are 
doing our vt;ry best to provi1le the actual t.ype of assistau('e which 
the :Member suggested we should endeavour to increase , and if he 
has any ideas as t.o the way:-> in which we may improve our .services 
in that direction, I shall be very grateful indeed for suggestions. 
It was suggested that the fanners <lo not understand the use of the 
\Vasimi Rice Mill. I flo uot lmow why that shoi1ld be, for the 
reason that the ltiee Mill was established as a result of a request 
from the farmers in tlwt area. In addition it is comparatively rare 
for fanners to bring riee to the Mill. Hi ce Milling is normally 
done by women who buy riee from the farmers and take it to the 
mill for milling. 'rhe .Mill is being very well supported indeed and 
it should be possible to make it ruu at a small profit if the support 
is continued. · 

On the question of citrus there is a great <leal to be suitl. It was 
pointed nut that there is uo market for this <Top. Our work on 
citrus goes back ra thvr a long way. H began in 1001 in respontie 
to a requ e:·d: from farmer:-; in lhe Colony and . Abeokuta l)rovinee to 
fiH<l au alternuti ve crop to eoeoa,, whil'.h was <lying out at t.luit time 
on a large scale in these area:-; , <lll(l al:-;o an alternative to Kola which 
was selling at very poor prices . \V e offered citrus tlti a · possible 
alternative and we made many investigation:-; in conueetion with the 
possibilities for export trntl e. There was a small export of citrus 
juices before the war and up t.o t hP beginning of the war we did 
make a limited number of di:-;tributiuu:-; of <:itrus trees . in the Colony 
and other Provinees. Now, the war al.tcr e<l the picture very 
considerably. 'l'he possibility of auy furth er <levelopment of the 
export market for e.itrus and citrus juices had to he abandoned in 
favour of war priorities . But with the anival in Nigeria of a 
large number of the Fighting Serviees, ther e W<ts an enormous 
dem and for fresh fruit all<l as a r esult farmen; increased consider
ably the planting of ci tnu; trees in their farms. They are now 
faced with r eduee<l markets for these products . N mv we are fully 
alive to this , aU<l 1 have personally given the matter attention 
during m y vaea.tion leave in Englanfl. I h<tve been in touch with 
1ho ht~n<ls of tla~ ])ppad.JlH~nts of Ministry of }i'oo<l C'oneernecl with · 
the importatiou of fresh fruit and fruit jui<:es, awl if the quality 
of our fruit and fruit juices m eets with requirements of the U nited 
King dom trade, it mny be possible to flevelop an export iutlustry in 
these produc.ts . Since my return I am pleased to be able to t ell 
you we hf-lve already made one trial shipment of grapefruit 
to the Ministry of Foo<l. nncl in ::uldition samples of citrus juices 
have a.lso been sent. to t.he Gnited Kingdom for examination. I 
wish parii<mlarly to point out thal Wt' haY< ~ not overlooked tl1e 
-pm;sibilit.y of tht> lnea.l usng-t>. of 1·iints fruit. 'l,he li.g-uref\ that 1 

• have been able lo oblain from llw Blai:w Tn<htHtrinl ln!"ltitute are 
n~ry striking. 'rhP Just.iLul.e purd1:1st~s lHn·m:dly hoin farmers ovt>r 
a million orang·es :1 ~vr:1r for th e pr!)<l111'tion of sof l 1lriuk:-< whic·lt 
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are sold all over the country nlH1 which most people regard as very 
palatable and superior to imported fruit drinks. About 160,000 
bottles a year are being pro<1ueed nnd 14,000 gallon~ uf l~ime Juice 
have · been exported to South Africa involving the purchase of 
sevei·<d million of Limes from the local fanners. l'he Institute 

. also deals in grapefruit on a fairly large seale, but. I have been 
informed that although they are willing to buy from local farmers, 
t.he priee whieh was of:tered-whieh I might ::my was quite definitely 
au economic price-was considered by farmers as not being enough. 
rl'hen:i seeml'i to be au impreHsion in some quarter::; that the Blaize 
Institute is a. Government coueern, which of course is not the case, 
and many farmers are prepare<1 to allow their fruit to rot rather 
than sell it <~t ,\rhat i~ considerPd to lw au eeouomie price. 

\Ve lwv<~ rec.ently been infon11ecl t.hnt a new Canning Plaut has 
anivecl :11 iliP Blaize Institute nJHl :trraugeJIH~ nts will be made in 
the near future for experiment~ in eanniug fruit::;, for both the 
internal awl export trade. I hope, Sir, I have made it clear that 
the Citrus problem has not been overlooked. 

l'he Member for Abeokuta mentioned the question of introJucing 
n ew crops. It. is not. an em>y matt.er t.n introduce a new crop into 
:Ill :.\l'ea which is already growing most. of t.lw economi<: crops suited 
to that area. \Ve have, a:; a m:dJer of faet, extended the cultiva
tion of rice in many pnrts of the Abeokuta Province where it was 
not previously grown. I wish, Sir, to stress that I am not sat isfied 
that farmers are altogether making the fulle~t possible use of tlu•ir 
exi:-;ting crops. \V e ha>e dum~ <·on:siclern bl e re~enrch on Oil P nlms 
:md we are constantly ofrering farmers planting material which we 
believe to be of a superior yiel<.ling eapaeity to wild trees. \Vith 
the development of Pioneer Mill:; I think there is considerable scope 
for untilising the material ·which we can ofrer and for making more 
profit from th~ crops which are already being cultivated. 

11 he Secon<l Member for Oyo Province refene<1 to Cocoa 0 bserva.
hon Plots. I am very glad iiHlPL'd that he mentioned this because 
we believe these Observation Plots· are o·oino· to o·ive us a 0 Teat deal 0 0 0 . 0 

or valuable information on the be~t metho<l:::; of maintenance and 
production of cocoa and the control of black pod disease. \Ve are 
having a ecrtaiu amount of <lifficulty in obtaining farmer:;' 
collaboration in obtaining a lease of suitable plots but I feel sure 
that once we have been able to convince them that we are not 
taking their farms, but are only using t:hem for demonstration 
purposes, we shall be able to extend this work considerably. The 
Member mentioned the very much higher yield which IS '-bein~ 
obtained frop1 those plots muler control of the Agricultural 
lJcpari.m<'nl. a:; opposed to i.hosl' whi<'h an~ run hy the fanner. Now 
one of the primary ohjeef;-; of thP:se plob; i:; to demonstrate to 
f:tJ'JllP,l'S that· "·ith better mel.II<Hls of maintt~nance and <liseasP. 
('()Jlt.rol, higher yiel(1~ of ('04"11a 1":111 lw oht:lilll'(l. rehe fignrt>s whielt 
\Wrt ~ qnnh~ d :11'1' no! :lllopy1\l,·r :·iltrpri ::< illg' lwf'fln ~e 1la•y nre wh nt one 

q, . () 
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· might nonnally eXIJed when the advice whieh \\'e have been giYing· 
for the last twenty yeti.rs with regard to dise.1~e < ~u1Llrol iti faithfully 
canied out. It is very simple but it involves a little extra work. 
I am absolutely convinced, Sir~ that the present pril'eti of Uul'oa 
will certainly more than cover the extra cotit which may be involved. 
Last year I estimated that 30,000 tons of coeou were destroyed · by 
black pod disen.:-;e in the \Vestern l")rovinceH. lu terms of cash, 
about 'one and a half lllillion pouufls \vere lost to the fannerti who 
are growing <:ocoa all bec<IUHe of the want of :1 liU.l<· t~xt.ra care <.LUd 

attention. I <1o not. sngge:-;t. that the whole of the 30,000 tons could 
have been rescued, but I am quite certain that a considerable 
proportion of it could have been, and I hope that farmers will make 
the full est use of the lesson to be learnt from our work in Cocoa 
Observation Plots all<l that tlte simple remecly aflvocated by this 
Department for the control of black pocl diseuse will be followed 
on a much larger l:lrale than at present. 

The First ~~ember for the O,yo Province men tiuned Cocoa ;mel 
Kola, both of which, I think, he stated were in <langer of being 
swept away by disease. I am fully aware of the position in regard 
to Cocoa and the speetre of swollen shoot di:;;ease, but the question 
of Kola is new to me, and 'vas not aware that it was iu clanger of 
being swept away by serious disease an<l I should be very grateful 
indeed i f at :-;ome time he can give me furth er information alicl 
take m e to see some cli:-;eased farms. .. 

Swollen Shoot clisease i:-; a v~ry vexed lfUes tion iudee<l , but. I mn 
glad to s n~y tha.t through the very good offices of the Administrative 
Department which has handled this problem in a mm;t tactful niul 
helpful manner, we are hopeful that the oppotiition to m.ltting-out 
will have completely disappeared within the cour·s~ of the next one 
or two months. 'rhe Maiyegun Society was ut one time the most 
serious opponent to cutting-out, but some of its members have 
recently been to the Gold Coast together with representatives of the 
Press, aucl as a result of that visit they luive come back convinced 
that the policy of cutting-out is the only course to be adopted. 
'rhe ~o cie ty ha:-> sin<'e be<~n adively engage<l iu putting out 
propaganda amongst fann er:;; in support of the cutting-out lJoli< ~Y 
and I am infonne<l by my fellow ofiieers, awl by the Development 
Oilieer who has been speeia.lly seeon<led o\o this work , that we ean 
antici prd-.c i.hat farmers wi II agT<>e to a, resumptio11 of t.he c1it.ting-out 
policy in the near future. 

I think, ~ir , that I have <l ealt with the points raisecl. All J 
" ·oulcl like to say in conclusion is that we are ver,\· grateful indeed 
for cerbin word:-; of praise whi('h were offei'ed U]l(l I wi : .. dt to a:-;snre 
Members that we shu 11 continue to offl~ r a1lll give tlw very OPst 
servil'e tn the fnrnl .<'l'S in i.h<· ·V\re:-;tern Provinees within the 

· resources at our disposal. 
The Deputy Director of Education; 

Your Honour, I woulcllikP t.o <lf~n l with tlw fpw poin!.s whielt h:tY f ' 

heen ra ised by Members, in t]u• m;\tter of Echwatiort. 
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They were uo doubt i111pre,.;:-:;ed by tilt! reh•ren('e llta<le by the 
.A.ding Secretary, Fittam.: e, to the t>UI'IHi::;ing inerea::;e in Edueatiou 
COI'lt::;-05 per eeut of tlte total expenditure for the \ Vet>tern 
l'roviuee::;. · :Mauy Mem ben; lll<L.Y have felt that everything i:-5 now 
going well but. ns there are still demands <:omiug forth 1 cannot 
help thinking of a quotntion from Locke-" [t is one thing to say 
' l <llll lnlllg'l'Y ' : a not.lwr to :·mv ' L 111 ust have roast meat ' '' u.nd 
tl1 <' pre:-;eu t. < lemanth for f urt.l~·er primary ecl uea tiou and h ut h er . 
::;ecomlary eclueat.ion :.;lwuld be thought <l bout iu the light of that 
t1uotation. 

Th e inen~ase of half a mill iou poun<h i:-; not n·ally an ext.r a gra a·t 
to the \Vestern Proviu<·e~;; it i:.; a pnrt of t.he rovenue of t.he ('ount ry 
whi<:h wat> pa.id last year out uf eentral fumb a]l(l it will be paiu 
in future :vt)an; out of regional fund::; with the corollary that ou the 
H.egion will fall the re:-;puu:-;ibili ty for maintaining the inurement:-; 
of the teacher:-; paid from the Gnmi.:-;-in-Ai<l vote, :.uHl the 8y::;tem 
of e<lueation which it supporb. 

1 do not \Vant 1o he too deprc:-;sing but 1 tlo wdcnme the reference 
mucle by i.he l•'ondh Nominated Member to the question nf bank
rup tcy .. On going through the estimate:-; of the Nigerian 
Uovermneut, a Member \Vtruld find that the Education Department't> 
vote for Gra,nts-in-Aicl to :-;clwols i:s the largest single item except 
that of the Public ~ Debt. Aehmlly, that it> a u:-;eful eompari~ou 
becau::;e Education is a public debt-a debt of the present generation 
to the future. \~T e have io make provision for that future and that, 
emning c1owu-iu the popubr phrase-to• brat>s b('kt>, means that 
for some time to coJlle taxe:s mu:-5t be iuerea::;eu for Ellucatiou: 
Membert> are aware that M:r Phillip:-5011 has helped to <levi:-:;e a new 
system of Graut:-;-iu-Aid and through that iu::;tnunent \.V( ! iu this 
House ::;hould be n ble to eon trol the growth of the em;t of E(l ucatiou. 
'l'here is also to be a new body to be ealle<l the \V'e:-;t~rn ltegioual 

·Board of Edueation. 

'l'he First Member for U.\·o l>rovince begnulgell auy money <tt all 
being spent on adult eclu( ~ation. He and many other Members must 

. be aware t.hitt the fir:-;t netion b ken by mist> ionuries in order to 
spread their tea('.hing was· to :stnrt aclult dasses in literaC'y . I 
eanuot see· that th<' Government ean now aYOi(l that <lut·.y. The 
' roa st m eat ' to whic.h 1 referred before might be thought of as· 
universal sehooliug whi('h is ·very expensive. vVe c.anuot at present, 
tl~·erefore, say we -<lo not nee(l allult. eclnf'atim\: ouly one part of 
this is adult liteniC'Y. rrhe other j::; " nommunity devt;~cJ.::")~ent " for 
the education of the people in the work of all the department~: ~ -

Somn ~frndwr~ :tsk wh<d is lwinp; (l()tl<' :thout inflush·i;~l h :1 ining· 
<llld T :1111 pl(':lS(·d to lw ;ddt• to t.-11 1!H• m I it<lt i 11 a YC·r.v shor( i.illl<·~ 
th(·l'<' will lw fi\'!· ltnndt'(•ll hnys ht•i~tg· tr:tittt•d in indtlstri:tl <11'ts, 
(~:rrpt · tllty, (':1 hin.·l m:·tkin :-•: . lltnl(tt· III(Tit :ttti•· -- :tltd :til ll11· Y:trinus 
<lrli H: ttt lr:~d• ·s. 'l'lti ~ lr:ti11i11g· will bt• :tl Y:d1 :t :111d tltt· pttpil~ :tn• 
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Leiug drawn hum schools i11 1!1<~ \Vt>:-lte rnl>nn·im·t~:s. 'l'here is al:so 
under di :s<:u:s::;iuu a pr<,ps<tl l'ur a ftu·Lit er Lnulc Lmining ee11!re ill the 
\V;1ni-.Ucuiu area . 

\\Tit h r egard t o Seeomlu1·y _b;dueatiou, the .Mem l> er fur Be11iu 
implied that each politi eal Division should hnve its owu Seeoncbry 
School. I thi11k B euin is more luc.ky than. other l)rovinces for all 
Divi::;iolls, exeept T:-dwn, lw.vt~ oue. But again I clo not thi11k it is 
pos:sil>Je to aHord o1w SecoiUlary Selwol for t•ac It polit.i<·al t1i vi:siou. 
\Vhet her it i :s <l esiruble or not, I fe el that it is uot possible for two 
rea:sou:s- o11e, Jllone_y antl the other, shurt.uge of statr. · Agaii1 -..ve 
have heanl of pla1t 1; for Secondary Sehuuls in ev<-~ ry town but they 
will eom e to uot hi ng owing to t l1t~ <liHieultit!s uf fiutli11g :stufl. 'rhe 
Secoml N omi11uted Member r efenecl to t his lltatt.er when h e 
mentioned the exoclu::; of teachers hom the teaehing profession. vVith 
his p ermission I sh all take his r emarks a::; applyiug only to the loss 
of graduates hom :-;eC'owlary sehuoh. 'rhis is a very g'reat problem. 
'rhere is now a tr ic·kle of re<:ruits eomiug back to Africa.: that 
trickle will, of <·om·se , gTnw all(l illl :r ease both from England and 
from th e Univt·rsii.y lH-!l'l!, but by that. tinw it m:t y he found that 
existing Seeou 'l<try St:huols h<1ve dwimllecl awa.y. :Many of them are 

· even now u1w ;:,'l e to meet ih P r equin•meut:-; o[ the Bclucation Code. 
'The Departr,1ent is uuable to insist at present mt the terms of that 
Code but I wouid like to r em ind M embers that the tl emands for new 
Secondary Sr.hools should be cou :s icl ered in the lig-ht of the staff 
situation ~n the existing ones. It is no h elp to Nigeria to pull one 
school to rieces n.JHl spn·ucl its si.<dl out over six other pl aees-.-noue 
of the se\~~n sC'hools would Ll~t•n be tdliC'i eutly st.af-te<l and of course 
uone would be qnulifiecl to 1·ec:e ive <t Govenunent grant. 

'rhe Membe1· for HeniH r efen e<l t.o the preference lte had for 
Govermn~nt o'ver Mission schools for e<.hll'atiun. \Vhatever his 
prefereuce may be , I think h e will agree tl-~at a debt is due to the 
:Missions for i.lw work they h:we <lone, are doing aud have been 

• asl\ e<l to <·onLinu<· to <lo in thi s c·onnt.ry. l \\'oulclmentiou h ere an 
incicleu( wltt •n n PrinC'ip<tl ol: otw of our <'OilllllllUity Se(~oudary 
Sehuols wa s trying to attract an Euglislnn :1n i.o his st:afL lie hn<l 
e11<1uirt>d whal Uw s:tl:li',V wonld h<· a.ncl ht• \\'<IS t.olcl·tha.t. it would 
be according- t<'l the mtes in 'l'nbl e IX of tile Phillipson R eport. 
His ·~ onespt;nclent iu England wrote back and said that 11obocly in 
Engle( "J. wi1l c•m1t e i.o · \V(~st Africa on terms like thnt. I think 
i.ll<l t t ltt>re .,;])()u]cl b~c~ <1 ~' ~t ~<n· n'aliRi.ttinn h ere tlwt people cauuot just. 
lw bo~lJ{~hj: ~n· onlered on ind ents or requisition fonn:::; from England 

-J·ll ' -(mler io <'ll1llt• an<l sc•rYe N igeria. I11 tllnt r espt><'i. we have to 
ht! <l ouhl.v g-ntit ~ful to IIH• Mi s~ ion SoC'itd;ips f<ll' the sneees:s they 
lmv<• h:td i 11 l.hl· p : 1~! i 11 l'<•<·.ru i ( i ng- t ~ :\ p<!.l.rialt• i<•n<·lwrs f(ll' i.hP .st·rvi<'l' 

of Kig·ni<~ . T! is 11ol <~1. :~II l':l ~.V to n'e ruil sbdr fur 1-lw lll~w 
Secon d:uv SchrHds :·rlHl it i:' ltii iSI c·n t.:uurag in g- UmL the U nin·rsity 
lu1s start~d so qn.ir·.kl.•; in <•rdt.T ilJ:it lJ::trt .' f -thi s problem m ny b e 
sohec1 by tho t r:\iltiJt g of A fric : 111 ~ for the sl :t ll-111 g' of. sc·hools . 

I 
I 
I 



--

140 FVestern liousc of Assembly [Dec. 16, 1 948 

In general then t-he pol icy t"or Ed ucat.iou for the next two years 
mu:::;t be eon::;olidati1.1g- what we have 6·ot aud in that re::;pect 1ve 
mu:::; t work on lines similar to tho::;e announceJ by the D eputy 
Di-i·ector of AgrieulturP.. So we m u~:~t per~ua.de the people of the 
\V m1tern Prov.inl't~~ t.o support. their ;exi~ting- l:::leuoudary l:::lchool::;. 
\\r e must. explaiu to them this policy of consolidation. I would ask 
the assistance of Honourable Members also to make known the 
rea sons for reorganisation of Primary Sdwob. so that we can prove 
th~1t we havt~ a better way than 1mcontrolll~ d expansion of all types 
of sdwols. Our fir~t duty is to maintain the prmwnt fabric : of 
Education whieh [ a.1n by on llle~lliS et!rtain yd we ~hall be :tble 
to aHorJ. Your Honour, 1 lwg- t.o support the lllobon. 

The Deputy Director of Medical . Services : 
.Your Honour, l nave your indulgence to be allowed to express 

lilY thanks and gratitude to all Members for the gracious manner in 
which they have welcomecl me to this House of Assembly. 

As Members an' aware, it is only two weeks ago that I 1\·a.s 
metamorphosed, so to speak, from a wielder of the scalpel to a 
wielder of the pen; and, like mo:-;t :mrgeous, I feel very much 
happier in the operating theatre than to stand up in an A.::;sembly 
such as this and iuake a speech. 

Children, they s<ly, may be seen but nut heard. As the latest 
recruit amongst so many sc•asonecl veterans, I had imagined I would 
en,1oy eomplet.e immunity, if not from lwiug l':il )en, at least from 
being heard. rrhe rule:-> of the Hou:;e have, howeVl'r, d~ereed that 
uot ouly .mu:-;t I be seen hut I mu:-;t be heard; but I know that, as 
the latest ~~ddition to the family, I shall he ablt~ to <'uunt on your 
indulgence for any slwrtel)mings that I may reveal. 

I confess, Sir, that I am relieved that criticisms of the Mellieal 
Department haYe not been as numerous, or as severe, as I thought · 
t.hey would be. r hacl feared mighty broadsides particularly from 
my friend the SecoiHl Member for the Oyo Province, with whom I 
imagine Deputies have tu 111ind their ' I>s' and ' (~s' ancl mig-hi , 
a ::; _we saw yesterday, even be uta.cl e i.o remove one or two red unda.nt 
full stops! ! I have escaped lightly on this occasion, but I am not 
under any .illusions that I shall do so in future. Possibly Members 
are saving up their ammunition until their victim is more mature 
and succulent! · 

During the fortnight that I have been in otlic·.e, I have'~ec ... ~ .rt .. b.l.e 
to see something only of the Ijebu a.1ul Abeokuta. .Proviu<"cs, ancf 
'Members will forgive me if my replies to tlH ~ various points they 
have rai~Pd an' not. <ts detail.t~d as tllL',Y, or l. would ,,·ish them to he. 

J propos!', IHl\YI'Yc•r, during ·lht> 1w:d ft~w Wl'C'ks to tonr and get to 
know thP rellt:liniltg' l'l'llYlllt'PS ol' !lw Ht>g·illll and r ltiljl(' to rrln!'ll 
h err, to thP rwxt sitting of ARsr.mbly, hdtrr :mel more fully :1nnecl. 
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"\\'i th regard l.o !Jill~sl.iotts whil·h have het~ll raised Ly Members, 
the Deputy lJirPdor of Publie \rorks hns stolen much of my 
thunder beeause he ltas explaiuecl Yery dearly f11e reason "'idty many 
of the projects that. we proposed. for the .Meclical Department have 
not been c·onHtrud~:~ tl , jJartieularly Hospit:.lls. 

'J.1h e :Member for Benin stntPs that there are only two Hospitals 
in B enin Province . As h e is awm·e there is a lle"\Y HoSJ)itnl 

' ' proj ected for B enin in the Development .Plan for 1950-GL vVith 
regard to equipment, ilw Honourable the Oni of I fe has told us 
this morning that when he was in England he cliscovered a great 
shortage of many types of equipment., for example electrical equip
ment. Medical equipment is very specialised equipment needing 
tltP services of skilled i.edmil'ia ns for its manufndun!. Many of 
these technicians were lost during the war, ancl it has been 'very 
diffirnli to replare them. "\\~hen the Hospital in Heuill is built, 
we shall have overcome the question of equipment. 'rhe new 
Hospital will be well :'>tatted an(l I hope well equipped. 

\\rit h regard to i.he qnPsi.ion of the Hospital for the Ishan Division, 
the Deputy Dirert.m· of Public. \\~orks has mentiqned that thiR 
depends very lnrgel~· 011 tl!e wat.Pr supply for that area. I thiiJ.k 
that I need only say that we shall build that hospital when the 
" 'ater supply becomes availablP aiHl I assure my ft-iend, the Memher 
for Htmin Provill('t->, thnl. the buil(liug of ihe new Roman Cat.holie 
1\Iis:-;ion Ho:-;pital there willnol., :ts he fear:-;, prevent the Government 
from lJroreeding with the ronstruction of its own Hospib.d . 

\Y e have nn example of that in Ife where there is a very well 
equipped and well staffed Mission Hospital, but at the ::;a me time 
we h o pe to huilcl H Ho:-;pital then~ in <hH' c'OUJ'Sl'. 

'J'}Jt•r·!' is :t H.urnl Ilt•:tlllt Ct•nin• to ht· llltill. :d. Au .. hi nntl \Vl ~ . arc 
going lo post lltere a Medica l UHicer. \\'lwn lhis new Medienl 
Ufiieer anives , he "·ill ht.-~ able to n•licvc the ~Iedieal Officer of 
Benin of jntH;h touring an(l enable him to giYe mon' attention to 
elinieal work at HPltin City itself. 

rJ'he Mt~1ltber for Ht:'nin Provinc·e lws also raise(l the question of 
Pstabli :-dting Grntle I ~1idwives Traini11g Centre at Benin City. 
The Depnrtment is quih• nwnre of tlH' fart. and entirely agrees that. 
Bc~nin is very suibble for a Grndr] )fid,YivPr; Trainin-g Centre, hut 
the M em her may not be aware that there is u new schem~ wher ehy 
Wt~ clo not. trai11 g-irb :ts Grade J Mi(lwives unless they have first 
qualifie d as nurses. The proposal tu c>stahlish a Chade I 'l'raining 
Centre for Mi(lwivt•s in Heuin will then·fore hn.ve to await the 
estublisllllWllt of a II('"' and. beitl~ l' Hospital f.ltel'e. rrhere are, 
howev er, eunent f:.l<'ilit.il's for tr:tining miclwives in Ht~Hin. Quite 
apart from the Homan CaUwlic Maternity Centre t.herewhich

1 
trains · 

miclwives, we have reeently posted a Nursing Sister to the 'Benin 
Hospital an(l she will nn<lerbkP pnri of tlu:. training of girls :IR 

Grade II Midwives , 



142 Western I-! a use of Asse;nbly [Dec. 16 , 1948 

I am very glad l.lw.t the Melllhe.r h:1:-; n•l'c·nc!<l to Lhe question of 
improved water supply pnrtic·.uln dy wi I h rdc~ renue Lo Lhe high 
iuuiden ce of guinea-worm in eerb iu area:-;. l have ;dn~udy stated 
t hat the building of t.lw Ho~pi1 . ;~l in t . lll ~ 1:-;h<:m l)ivi~ion depend:-; 
on tlu! provi~->ion of a goocl wal.c!l' :-; upply . Qu.ih~ apart hmn i.he 
<ruest iou of a gouu water :-;upply hei11g e:-;~ t·utiul for auy Hot:>pi ial, l 
1hiuk that Members will agree wit.lt 111e 1.lud. g enerally :-; peakin g the 
p·ruvit-iiou of a good water :-; upp ly in any given di:-;t.rid woulcl lJrevent 
f:1r more c1isea:-;e:-; i.hau any Hospital in th:d cli~tri ct coltltl ever lwpP 
to cope with. " Thil:-;t on tlw que:-;t.ion ol' \\·:dm· :-;upply I 111:1 y ~->ay 
that now-a-days we by a great d ea l of <:'lllpha~->it:> uu preventive 
medicine. "'V\T e are paying more atten t ion to environm ent :-;anitnt.iun 
nncl hygiene iu urban :mel rur~d :li'P<I~, a11cl we c·ont>iu er thi t> i :-; uf a:-; 
lllllCll importance as the builcling of ho t>pib] s. Indeed I t hink we 
cnu hope to look forw:1nl to the clay ·wl1 en pn~ventive m ecliei1 w will 
beeom e so effedive t.lw.t. tht· building of ho~pibl:-; ancl l' l i11il' :-i ·will 
become progressively l ess n<~ <' et>t>ary. 

The- Honourable the SPc'mld N ominatecl Member m entioue<l the 
question of th<~ proYi:-;ion of run1l dispell :-; :uie~:i . 'l'he provision of 
rural clispensa j~ ies is er-;sentially a fundion of N at ive Aclministra
tionR. However, th e Mt!dir:d D ep:1rt.meut is going ahead ·with a 
sch e1i1e to provill e each lJrov ince " ·ith a ltur:1l Health Centre . 
'rlwsc Ceni.reR will have ch~p P n R :l . ry ful'iliti e~. \Ve are g oing to 
pmd; a ·M eclieal Ofti<'er to tlwm ~o tlwt tl1~· CP utre:-; will provill e tmeh 
supervisory faeilitie:-; as will makt> exi:-;ting NatiYe Arlministration 
clisp ensaries better aud will 11w ke pos:..; ibl e t h e lmilcling of 1le'iV ones . 
I might also m ention that at tlu~ moment W< ~ are <~ :-;tabli :-;hing at 
Ado in Abeokuta Province whut \Ve call a Mohile Fiel<l U uit.. ~T e 
propose to establish many mon~ in <lue r<nmse. They will be in 
eharge of a :Meclical Officer and \Ve ~hall be able by these Mobile 
Field 'Units to attack rapirlly :nul mOl'e pffpf'hnl;')-- tlisenst's in nunl 
areas . 

'l'he Honourable M ember for Ijc'hu ProYinc. <~ m entioned the 11wt.ter 
of the hospital for the wat.en-; ide area of that l'rovince . 'fhe 
que:.;t.ion is ~till und er discu :.;s i<lll aR to whpre t h at ho r-; pit:d is to be, 
wheth er at Abigi or I wopin. The quest.io11 clues not appear to be 
as yet fiunlly :.;ett.lecl. As soon :1s it il", WP :.;h:l1l proceP <l " ·ith th e 
builcling of th e hospital. 

'rh e MembPr for Ondo states t lwt when nu-~ M:eclieal Ofll.cer of hi~ 
Provinee goes <~II tour, there is no 01H-! io n·l i<-~ v<~ him nt · his beacl
quartc·r~. I :1111 ~otT.Y 1J1:d. will h:tVl~ to hP ~cJ for __ nuito a long t im e 
ber,au~e it will not lH~ pos~ible, owing to s lwrh1ge of~t un 
Assi::;tnnt M eilical Offirer t h ere . A ll the hospitals in the \Vest e1~-1~L"~- ~ ............ 
Provinc.eR nre suffering from the r-;ame (lisabilit.y. Ther e iR no 
hospibl in th e \Vefd· ~:·rn l'roYinces nt. pre~<· nl , exc•t•pt Acleoyo, to 
which :In A i:>sist:m t Mt!clic:ll Oftiepr is po~tv cl. He ma ~r l'PRt nssm·ecl , 
howev<>r , tlint us soo11 n:-; Wp l1:1Ye lh<> sbl'l' :1Y:1il::hle. tilt' l'Lii 'l ls of 
Onclo PrnYinc•p will c·<·rtaittly rc~c · c•ivc• nltc•nlim.J. 
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\Vii.!J n·g:ml lo \\";~rri J>n)\·itu·e, Uw .Memh!!l' for !hat l'roviuee 
lws tllelltiuued Kwall' HospiL;~I. Tlw date for eonstrndioli has iwt 
yet been fixed hul il i:-; on our li:--d. \\"pat'!~ going to build it. It. is 
}ll'U\·i~ionally on t IH· :-wl~t•d ul!~ for I!) ,-~~_,-,;) au!l J assure him that as 
:;oou as si.afl aud ! ~ quiplllt~al. an! ava.ilal>le Lite hm~pilal will be built. 
I wuulcl rPmiud him that WP propo:-;e to e:deml the facilities at 
Sapele <m<1 "\Vani HoRpiht1s shortly, an<1 in the meantime before 
ilw Kwale Hospibl is rea<ly, ihe improved bcilities n.t·Sapele and 
\\~nni will S!'l'\'t~ K\\'al<· llP!!<ls (PllljJOrarily. . . 

'J'he Deputy DirPdor of Public: \\Tmks has stated that a mental 
hospital will be built at Abeokut.a. ln addition, it is also proposed 
tu build an entirely n ew Clnss A <:l-en ernl Hospital of 2HG beds when 
a 'site C'Hll be found. The first building will be the :Maternity 
Sl'ction. 

Sir , I um afrai<l I haYe not nuswered in very great detail the 
·points raised by variouR Members. As I previously said, I took over 
the offi ce of Deputy Direetor ouly a very short while ago and I am 
not yet <1uite eonvenmnt with all the ch,tnils of the me.clical problems 
present in this Region. 

Your Honour, lwfore I sit clown, I would like to pay tribute to the 
· invn.lunble help whirh WP of ihe Mediea.l Services of this Region 
ntH1 m yseJf iu pnrtil'ulur, in the short. t.ime 1 haYe been in office, 
h<IVe r e<·Pived from tl1e :Member for Heuin Province. As. you 
rPmiwl eclus in your Ad<lress o11 'L'uP:>elay, Your Honour nt the last. 
Jn edill g' of the House :mg-g-Psie<l the desirability of the foi·mation of 
<leparimunbl sub-c~ommiHt~t>s io nd in <Ill advisory and liaiRon 
!'UJ>:I!'i ty bl~ bvel-m i.he various dPpartment.ll heads uud Unofficial 
:Members. 'rhe Membl~l' for Benin has been the liaison 'men1ber for 
the D epnriment of Me<1ic·al Sen: ~c e :-; and, as a former member of the 
Me<1ical Department, his wicle knowledge of medical and local 
affairs has been very generou:-;ly placed at our disposal. I also 
\Yi:;h to thank him :mel other (T uoftieial Mc>mbers for the apprec·iative 
remarks whic·h they have macle on my appointment ns the first 
Ahic~an Deputy Diredor of Meclieal Services . 

. As :111 A fri<·an (Hiic·ial, rwrluips Your Hononr will allow me to say / 
a l'!•w n·n1:11'ks n•g-arding- n won1 :tlwut wl1i!·h we lwve hean1 so much 
in tl1 is Assem hly-lt:lllH~Iy, self-government. / 

St>lf-g-ovPJ'Jllll<'lli is :1 word wl1i<'h ioday hns nrqnirPcl a VPl'Y renl 
significance to all Nigerians. Sitting here ns I havp. been cloing-, /' 
:ls :t lH''~'<'Olllt'l', s ill<'t-' .111(· opening of 1l1is As:;;enJbl.y , 1 han' b ee_rt' 
impressed by ,the anxi ety, even th e insisiell<'e, of 1Tnoitirial Members 

_, -t\1-al. i.lt!:. pri ll<'i p]l' of :-;p} f-gon•l'lllllPilt 1llll:'-i1 be incorporate<l HUU 

g-iv<-•n due promineJHT in evpn sw·h thing-s as some of the bills that 
\\'<' l1:lV!' p:tssrd hPrP. 

At JH'PSent., the learned ~Iember the Senior Crown Counsel ancl I 
.arc> the onl:v two Ahiran HPgional HPnds of Departments in Nigeria 
lo<h,v . 0Hr ~lppnintml'nb have bct>n n·idel~· acclaimed by the Press 
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:11icl . by tin• puhli<' a:-; b . ~ ing uniqlH' . Po:-;:->ihly th ey are, but I do 
hop e ihey will not. loug remain ;-;o. J\o <loubt , 1\w appo intmentt:> 
are a happy augury of goocl autl ~iguiii.t·ant thiugo to <·.ome to thi t> 
<·ountnr. \Y e are, if 1 may :-;ny ;-;o , t ht• forerunnero . . Others must 
and will follmv. It i;-; \.rut ~ tkl\ olll', or t•v<~ n tw<) swallmn; do not 
make a. summ er ; bn1 wiH ~ n WP se<· the S\Yallow Wl~ know a t any ratP 
t.hat RUlllllll'l' i :-; uP~ll'. 'l'h e :-;unnm•r, if I may :-;o put it, of N igerian 
~mt.miomy i ~ slowly, :-;tradily a.pproachiug, bui. it will not Jo :-10 

without hard work ~nul without eYer ~· Afrirnn putting hi :-; ~ IHrul<h'r 
to tht> wh eel. 'l'ht> ro:ul to N igerian autonomy canno t be paved 
only with good intt~ ld . ions, nor in<lt~ t~ <l hy thP m er e passing of vague 
n•solutiou;-; . I L 11111:->t ht· paY<~ ll with l1anl work, ~wd ~wHlt~ss servire 
a11rl :-;;l<'riiire 011 t bt• part ol t·\·t·r .\· i11dividual A frit·.a n. \Vit.h g-o<Hl
will on mw :-;i<h•-alt<11 am :Jhunllautly < ~onvince <l that tha t g <HHl-will 
\Yill :1.\ways lw forth<·onling- :ltl<l with hanl , honest , ~nul smdaine<l 
<' ll<1 eaYour on thl:' otl!t>r , t\1:d da y '"ill pe rlwps dawn 111\l l' lt :-;oolll'l' 
t ht1n many of us :s itting hen· would tlun~ to ho]ll-\ . 

\Ve ilt e Afriean Memher:-; of the Civil S ervi<:e look forward, aml 
1 believe wr ltn YP tla~ right to look forwa:r<l , to the du~r-perha.pR in 
1\t is gener:1tion-wlH'll more "n<l more Afric.ans will t ak e their pln.ce 
ns Deputy Hen<ls of Dep:n·tment, not onl~· in ihis House, b u t in ::tll 
o11r HousPs of A:-;sP111bly; wh eu we will take ~m incr easing share in 
1\ll' e x e<'ution , :1.11d ind ee <l p<'rh<IP:-i till ' formtd~1tion , of C:h ;vernment 
poli ey ; ulHl wh eu w e will bear <Ill itu ·n~ a s ingl y Luger part of i.l~e 
bunleu-nn<l, Sir, it i ~ essl-lnh~1lly an A fril'an hunl en-of progTl:'S-

sive and of responsible self-government. 

The Acting Resident, Warri Province: 
Your Hotwur, \.Itt~ Foud.h N olllin :itl'<l M(\lltbt•r ltn:-; ~·d . ;llP<l t•.a.tegori-

l':llly t.bt1.t. tIll ~ \\':1ni ProviJil't' i:-; :1 tll·g·lt·l·lt·d Provin<'l', an<l hl' lt~1:-> 
hee u supporlt•<l b y infen-' lll ' l ~ h y till' Provin<'ial ?\It•Jnlwr for H<\ tlill and 
th e Provinci al Memher fur \Vnni . J h : tYt ~ no donht, Your llonour , 
lltat in an tmp:twrcll•<l mom<•nt. t hr A<'hng Scrret.ary l 1

'inance would 
say thai. l k1 v·e bee n t•n<l e:lvourin g in otlil'.ial cnnespo]l(lenGt~ i.o keep 
t hat fiction aliv<~ . 1 do 11ot propo~e to m e ulllll). \Y<l,\' S in that r esp ect. , 
:mel with gTt'at. relud~nH·e 1 tlnv;t nwk e 111\' confe:-;s ion t hat so fa.r 
from \V:uri l'roYin< ·.e g·eihng l e:-;~ thun its fair :-;hare of d evelopment. 
hm<b ::tllll the n~vt•ttiH'~ of ~ ig-<>ri~l , it is in f:ld probably gt• lting a. 
1itt.1P mm·<~ . l will not g·in· ~~ <'oluplPt. l-\ list of all t.lte b en<'fit.:-; whi<'.ll 
t.!te ~rani Provin< · t ~ oh h1ins frolll H.t\g· ional or (\•ntr~d fun<b, hut it 
is, I t hink , wii!t onP. e:x<:Ppi.ion, tlte s tll : dlt~ ;-;t Provin<'t ' i n N igPria 
:mt1 I think it i s the only J>roviun~ i 11 )i igt· ria wit i<'h has Lhn'<~ 
Goveniment Hospit~d::; awl t hree Dodor:-;. \ Ve h ave an ElPlll(~utary 
Training Cent.n~ :d Abrak<l whi ch i:-; g rowing rapidly; '.Ve have - ~ 
Seeon<lary Sdwol ai \rani whi<'h W<~ hope soon will b e moved to 
tin t:~ ne" · building·:-; wl tich !t:l\'l ' lw.t•tt s1':1rl<•d :d l'glwlli <It a < ~ost of 
,£L35,00U; W l' havP <I new J>o:-;t. Otlit•t• :11 Kwall:'. \Vork 1ws s tariNl 
on a H:Hlio Diftu s im1 Sbt ion :It \\':ll'l·i , tnn·ing· of th f' \Ya rri.fSapelP 
road, :mel l'L'-builditt g· \\':u ri / ( ' 1!:helli fh.wa le ro~Hl. Tl1eu \Vnr:ri 
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TT rban \V a tor S1,1pply i~ nearing compldion. \V e have a H.ic:e Mill 
at Ughelli n.ncl two l>ioneer Oil Mills. The "\Vnrri and Sapele 
'rownships have been granted ~nhstnntia1 loan~ for market improve
men t.s. 

lll next year'::; Estimati.:'S J ubt->en·l~ ,,.e hav~~ pruvi~ion fur a Mater
nity Home at \Vani; uled.ricity ext.ew;;ion of \Varri aucl a supply . 
for Sa.pele. A larg-e sum i~ provic1ed for a new road from Koko to 
Ajagbodud n. '!'here is l.1lso provi::;ion for a telegraph and 1elephone 
1o Kwale. 

As I haYe said, . Sir, -..n~ :uo a ~nmll Province and I think we are 
get.t.i'ng a fair share. \Ve are not, ho"\\·evPr, !"ontent and I <'illl assure 
Your Honour we are not eomplaeent., anfl we will continue to press. 

In eondusion, and on behalf of 1lte peOlJle of \Varri Province, I 

would like to thank Your Honour for your referenee to the late Chief 
:M:ukure M·owoe , who::;e sudden cleath ~horH.v after his return from 
the last meeting of this House was n severe blow t.o us. 

Your Honour, I beg t.o support this Motion. 

The Acting Resident, Oyo Province : 
· Your H01iour, the Honourable the Seconcl N aminated Member 

mentioned in his speech that electric light and -..vater rates were 
payable in the Ibadan distrid rural areas. \Vell, Sir, it is not 
as bad as it sounds; in faet the Kntive Administration does collect 
Js per head for Street lighting- and as per head for \Y<tf.er rate from 
the ~·tua.l districts arou.nc1 Ib:1clan beeause n ll t.hese people are in fact 
1 btHhm people ancl they h:tYe l La clan t.mYn houses. It is often 
forgotten that Ihaclnn is u Ltrge farm c·a111p :.mel nearly tlll tlw 
inhabitants, exc·t~pt 1 . radt ~ rs a11d profe~sional 1111-'ll h:1Vt' i.ltei r· fnnns 
outside the town boundaries and the N<1i ·iv<' Authority is fully 
justified therefore in levying these dues. 

'rhe Second Member for Oyo Province Jnent.ioned boundary and 
land di:;;putes between tribes in the Province. \Vell this is certainly 
a problem "\Yhieh seems to ~.ret \\·orse instead of better. Nearly every 
Division has its Lounclnr,Y clisput.es. lu tltp past the contestants 
were inclined t.o take the:;e clisputet-> to the Courts an<1 I think it a 
very good thing that they clo not tlo so so readily now. There is 
an In:ter-Tribal Bo~mdary Onliuanee by ''"hieh :.nl Administrative 
Officer hears a.n(1 records <.:'Vl(1ence and gives a decision which may 
or may not go on review to the Hesident whose cleciRion is ir revo
ea ble. \Ve ha~heen c1iseussiug this matter in our Committ ee of 
N ~~:rlrti~ity Representatives and Members do not like either 

r--=· --r'"' ''"of tbe1se remedies very m1.wh and we are trying now to set up some 
_ · ·. ·machinery whereby parties C'nn arrive at a mutually sat.isfnf'.tory 

ngreement.. It is felt 1hat :1 Jli.:'W nppronr·h to tl1ese problems is 
necessary by the Nnt.ivc~ Authorities as t.he only snt.isfa!'iOl")' nntl 
nbicling clec.iRion is one whi<'h is re:whPcl muhwlly alHl we tlten•fon~ 
wnllt a 1~ss selfil'h a.ll(1 pnroehial nppro:.wh to suc·h quest.ionR. 
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'rhe Second Member for Oyo ProvinGe <.d::;o mentione<l a new Post 
Office at Ilesha. \Vell there it:i nothing about that in the Develop
ment Plan that I ean find :11ul it lws uot been raised <~t the 
I>rovineial · Development Committee lllePting-s, but there is to be a 
fairly exteusivt! extc~ n:-;ion :tl lom·d for i11 iln! l!l4!l-;>0 E :-1 timate:-; 
under " ·llfinor \Vorks ". 

He alt:io men t.ioned the in effie ieuey of tb e telephone tnmk servi('e. 
I think the trouble has been in the past-out of elate machinery
and that is being p11t right with uew equipment and machinery at 

. Oshogbo. 'l'he trunk · line from Oslwgbo to Akure which goes 
through Ilesha. is being rpc·.onstrude<l and that will help. Also 
there i:; to be a new Switehbu".nl at i.he fh:1!1au telephoue ex('.hangP. 

He also mentioned fue l plant a tion:-;-(<~ak and the like. \Vell Oyo 
tProvince has two hundred :tud sixiv-:-;eveu acres of Governnteut fuel 
plautatiou an<l two tlwusa1ul twov luuulred a ncl foud<~eu <.wre:-; of 
land planted with teak by the Native Authority and ninety-two aeres 
br 1 --cal communities and I am surprisetl to find that not one acre of 
that is in the Ilesha Divi~iou. The ForeHhy Department are only 
too anxious to help but til(• loca l l'Olll11111llit.ie:-; and Native 
Authorities mut:it proviue the neees~mry luucl and the very necessary 
:-;ecurity of tenure . H i~3 then~ fore for the Ileshns to make the first 
move. 

'rhe Eorest.ry OfiiGen; of tht> lJivisiou \\'ill be only too gbd to 
tender the necessary technical advice :mc1 every help iu regard to 
providing seeds aml seedlings . 

The Acting Resident, Ondo Province : 
Your Honour, thr Member for the Ondo .Province has exprest:ied 

· impatienee :d. thP. (l1day iu implementing the Developm ent Plan. 
Sir, ,.,..e are all impatitmi.. ~nnw of tu ; <ll'l' aware of tlw l'Cat:iOllH for 
the delay. It. is somewhat rea8s1ning to know that my Honourable 
friend, the Oni of Ife, has had a look at what he calls the source of 
supply and also now appreciat.es our (li:fficulties. 

·1,he Deputy Diredors of Public. \Yorks and Medical Services have 
in a very able manner dealt. with motif, of the questions raised by 
the Member for the Ondo Province, hut perhaps it would not be 
out of place to have a look back and see what. has actually been 
accomplished since the inception of i he Developme11+ Plan. 
During- the last two/three years i he followiug proposed .. 10dest 
programme of work has been effeded :-

The~·e is a Textile Centre at Arlo which i1' haining people who 
c ~ome from as far Horth as AclamawaJ Kauo, ancl Sokr; · 
they make all the looms, broad looms, for all thetex 
eentres in Nigeria. ':rhe pretient Development Officer 
is on re::war<·.h work. Uu is looking for a cheap, a very 
much eheaper loon1 il1:1n ihen~ is nt preRent. From that 
centrt> the NaiiYe Adminisirntion hn s estahl ishecl two other 
C<•Jdn•s wbi('h :tre b<·ginning io ftouri:-;h. 
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In Akure one block of the new Hospital has beeu I'Olllpletell and 
we wait for a water supply, whieh 1 l1ope ,,·ill he 
eomplete1l by April. 

K ew Post Offices have been built in Akure, Undo :.uul Ado Ekih. 

'l'here is an internal telephone serviee in Omlo, and there is 
provision in the Estimates next year for a telegraphic 
telephone service from Akure to Ondo. 

'l'he much wanted and long awaited telephone and telegru.ph line 
to Ado Ekiti is now well up the Aclo Road. 

Itural water supplies. vVe have been, I think, perhaps more 
fortunate than otiter Provinces in that we have completed 
well over one humlretl antl 'twenty rural water supplies in 
t he last two years. 

Urban water supplies are under investigation and I understand 
that a scheme for Ado Ekiti is also at the design stage. 

Main town roads have been tarred in Aknre, Ondo, Owo and 
Ekiti. 

]'eecler roads continue to be constructed and are being made at 
a most alarming rate by the people themselves. It is not 
unknown for a village head to inform. the District Officer 
" \iV e have just built twenty miles of feeder road ", and 
then we have to make provision in the next year's estimate 
for the bridges nnd the culverts . 

'l'he Akure-Beniu road has been tarred for ten miles_ and I am 
satisfied that the work is going on at a reasonable pace. 

So much for the criticism of slow rlevelopment .. 

Another critieism was Post Office facilities. It is the usual 
custon1 for postal agencies to be granted where a village. can provicle 
the Agent and where the local people are prepared to provide 
housing for those people. In very few cases are such applications 
turned down. 

In regard to Secondary Schoohl, there are three, one in Ado Ekiti, 
one in Owo and one in Onclo, alHl ne·gntiations are proceeding in 
respect of a Secondary School at Akure. 

Your Honour, I support the motion. 

The Acting Resident, Ijebu Province : 
Your Honour, as regards Ijebu Provinee I think there are only 

twn small points to clear np. 

The Member for the Province cumplainecl about ·the delays in the 
delivery of mail. I cannot see any reason for these clelays because 
there is a uaily service from Lagos nin lkoro1lu io ljebu-Ocle, ancl 
a daily service from Ibadan direct. -As regards my own mail I 
have not noticed any partinu]arly long delays and neither have any 
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complaints been made to me. But 1 can as:::;ure the :Member that 
if complaint:::;, specific complaint.:-;, are put before me I ·will take them 
up with the Postlll Ant.horitiet-i. 

'J'Iu! other cpH'stion was tlw ~hagaJilll-ljdw t-ruuk line. \Vel!, 
~ir, I would rder, iudeecl I ]:;1\'e rdened the :Membt>r, tn p;1ge F>O 
of t.he Draft. De\·elopmeut E:->t.imai:es where £-:1-,000 are provided for 
tl1is trunk line next year, .. ;ncl 111Julc'r::;taw1 that. before Yery long a 
pr~liminary survey will be made. 

I t.hiuk, Sir, that. t.hose are the only points to dear up, Lnt I wu:-; 
rather :surprised to hear f.rolll the Deputy Director of Medical 
Serviees that. then· was'' disput\' "~; to tlll' sit.c-! of tlw watert~iclP 

. Hospital. \Vc.dl, Sir, ns Your Ho11our hus st.atecl in i.he Adche:-;s, 
a survey of the site at Iwopin has alre;1dy been made as a. preliminary 
to the notice for acquiring it; 1 han' hearcl nothing oHic.ially <.tbout 
a dispute as t.o where the site is to he, iu bet my records slww that
there was a dispute between Ahig-i uud t-he Jwopiu people <tbout <1 

year ago but that was settled and , I tltiak my friend's predecessor 
visited the spot and confirmed tlwJ the Hospital shoulcl be at I wopiu. 
I have seen articles in the paper, or letters emanating pre:-;umably 
from the disappointed Abigi people, sug-gesting that there wns a 
dispute. As far as 1 <llll c:oueernecl, thPre is no clispute. 

Your Honour, I beg to support. 

The Resident, Benin Province : 
Your Honour, I should like ·to e.xpre~s my admiration of t.he very 

vigorous speeeh, I. might. a.lmo::;t. say the fighting speeeb , of the 
Honourable the Fourth N omiuated Mem Ler expressing his feeling 
tl1at the Benin Provin.<'e lws b(wll negledc~cl. J would not deny that. 
a feeling of neglect has been expre::;sed to me in certain part s of the 
Province. Perhaps the feeling it:> one of remoteness as much as 
negl'ect, and I think the feeling will he very much mitigated , in fact 
has been mitigated already,- by Your Honour's proposal that this 
House should sit at Benin. If that. proposal is <..:arriecl out, I know 
that the J:>rovince will feel the very liveliest pleasure in welcoming 
the House, ancl ] trust. that although it c:aunot o:frer the amenities 
Ibaclan can offer, Be-min \\'ill do it.:; utmost to offer ;-;imilar 
hasp i tali ty. 

The Regional Deputy Diredors have auswereLl in full mo::;t. of 
the point:::; concerning this Proviuc·e raised by the Honourable the 

-Fourth N ominate(l Member and by the .Provincial Member·. 
. - - ---·~ 

I should like to a.clcl a little to what tht Deputy Dire<..:t.or o :f 
l)ublic \Vorh:R said by way of t.hnnking- him for two pieces of news 
whieh he gave me yestlmby, that a Y('r.\ · ~Pnior Eng-ineer has been 
posted to the ProYilll'P a11d will anive next. week , al~o an Inspector 
of \Vork~. RlHnll!l anive and b(~ JH>t-itPcl io the Provinee next. week, 
whi<'h will HI'Hll<lg'e the feeling of neg-Jec·t f hope llll<lwill also enable 
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the <H.: c:eleratiou of the DeYelopmeut Prograuuue uot only in Beiliu 
itself, but iu <lealiug with the Division:-;, more particularly 
the Kuknruku DiYision whit'l1 is to k1Ye u lturnl Health Centre 
·which is nearin"· cOlll!Jlt'tioa t~nd <dso iu tllt' [shan Division where 

n ' 
Hund \Vater supplies <Ire Y<·ry ul'gellt.l,,· neecle<l. I tlllllerst.antl that 
the lJosting of the ~euior Eugi11eer to the l 1roviuce will .enable the 
present Provincial Eugiu<'t.'l' to cll'Y<de a Yl'l',\' much largl~ l' part of 
his time to rural water supplit·~. 

'l'he I>rovilicial Member reft•n<~d ( o l'ol i<·.e 111aLIPrs. He S<tid that 
the IJrovince was annexed to \\rani in regai·cl to Polic:e. 'l'his matter 
has been fliscussed with the H.egionnl As::;i::;t:aut Commis::;ioner, who 
told me only yesterday that in his opiuion the Province shoulq have 
its owu ~uperiut.enc1euL. 'l'hat is his own personal view, awl I 
1lllllerstaiHl that the <:ase has been put, or will be put ::;hortly, to the 
Commis:>iont•r aJI(l eertaiuly (o Your Honour, :.wd that there is more 
th~111 :1 possibility of the As::;is(.allt Commissioner's view prevailing, 
in whidt ease there will be aiwtlH•r charge of neglect rmnove<l. 

'l'he l>rovineinl Member al~o tallced of Posts a~Hl Telegraphs 
matters; many of whic·b an~ eovered in the departmental section 
of Your Honour's Printetl Afldress. 'rhere are indeed several 
points i11 t:l1e l'rinte<l Address in whi<'h events have overtaken the 
l'riuter a)l(l it is possible to <'<>JT<~d. words like " nearing comple
tion " inio " are complete ". 'l'hat. a.pplies , for instance, to the 
I\>st Office at Au(;hi. 'l'he l)osl OHice is completed. ':l'he telephone 
is n.lren cly inst.nlled at Og-wnshi ( ~ kn nn<l n line is now being built 
from A g bor to Ubinja. 

'I' here are at Benin <Wro<l J'O Ill t' so mn uy planes going and c:oming 
that. oue appears to get two or three mails a clay from Lagos, not to 
meJJt.iotl two or thre< ~ ,;. W<~d~ fnn11 th<~ Eastern Provine<~s, ancl ·we 
<'an exped even <.JUich~r postal tOllllllUjlic;atiou with Ibndan early 
in the New Year because there is a clired Ibadnu-Reniu Service 
whic:h ,,·ill stnrt. I Lhiuk, on tlu:.• ~11'(1 of Februn.ry. 

Your Honour, l should likt· to re)l'e:d the wtd<·oHle in a<hance 
which I know the Deniu Province will give to this House. 

Your Honour, I s upport. (!Je resolution. 

The Resident, Abeokuta Province: 
Your Honour. Yery few critic ism s have been made in the courRe 

of this debate of the ndministration of G-overnment Departments in 
Abeokutn. Province•, but t ht> Provin('t' hns unfortunatelv received 

' . ' 
a 4Teu t deal of 1.mlu1pp,v publieity, resnlling from politi<'al events 
whid1 have tabm pine<· tll('l'P rec·ently . Events which I propose to 
follm'i' the wise examplt• of 111y frit>11<l thP Honourable the Oni of 
Ife in refr;1ini11g' from <liRc·11ssiug· lt(•re. I would lik(~ to take the 
opportunity of saying 1hn1 d espih· these events, some efforts have 
been mn<le for progress in the ProYiuee and hope that Ute Province 
'"ill g et some more favour:-1 Lh· publi,·i t~' iu ad<lition to the other. 
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'l'he Deputy Diredor of :Me(lical Services has told the House about 
the Mental 1-rospital co:->tiug- .£1G5,000 which iR in the early sta ges 
of construction, nnd the Cla::;s A Hospital, ·with 29G beds, whi.ch 
is in the plan nn<l of " ·llit·h he has promisetl to give UH a 1\Iatt•rmty 
\Ving first in order that ilte Maternity Senice may bl~ tleY el opt•d 
with as little clelay n::; po:>::;i ble; also the TI.ural Health Ce1ih'r ::md 
the :Mobile Field U nit to <levelop the rurn.l h'en lth side, in Ibro 
Division in the first pln.ce. 

ln ac1c1 itioll to thet->e, the Public vVor]u; DPpartment ha,H carrie(l 
on with the construction of feeder roans and has made a very great 
effort over rural water Sllpplies. "\Vithin the lnst two years no less 
thau ·one hundred . ancl fort.y-oue "\Vells h~1 ve been provid ed in 
villages, which before had very inadequate water, and I see in the 
Estimates .there is provision of £3,000 for an urban water supply 

· for Owode, where at the moment the people have to dimb clown a 
cliff and up again to get their water. 

On. the Educational :;ide a certain amo unt: hu::; been done, <11H1 ns 
Your Honour mentioned in your Address, £10,000 has been g iven 
to the Roman Catholic Mission to help with their new Elementary 
rrraining Centre .at Abeokutn. That comes from Development Lon.n 
Funds . Another Training Centre hns recently been started in the 
Province at ·otta. rl'hat was clone by private subscription by the 
Ansar-ud-Deen Society. The Division,d E(1ucation Committee in 
Ilnro DiviRion has submitted a comprehensin> eoucational schem e 
based on rurnl schools <~entre d roun<l four <'(•nt 1'<11 ~c110olR, :tnrl they 
l10pe ultimatel.r in l e~ 1d 11p io ~~ ~t'<'Olld:ti'.Y S,·ltoo1. 

The Acting Deputy Director of Agriculture told tht> llou~·. e about. 
effort.:.:; whieh hnYe been made iowurcl:-; · <len•lnpmPnt of thr Citrus 
industry, ~md l would like i.o ~ay, Your Ho11our, that all !l10s~~ i11 

the Province ·who know about it. are extrem ely grateful to the Acti ug 
Deput~, Diredor for the euthusiastil' support ,,·hit·h he hat> giYell to . 
this scheme. In it there lies a hope of con::~iderabl c prosperity for 
the farmers in Abeokutn. Province. In ndrlition to that, th e Agri-
cultural Department is preparing to Ret up an experimental farm in 
Egba Division. The Dairy in Abeokuta. should be going soon, aU<1 

a Sub-Commitee of the Provincial Development Committee i::; 
studying a scheme for a communal farm. The Deputy Director of 
Agriculture mentioned the Rice Mill at \Vasimi, and in addition 
one has just .been 'completerl at Owo<le. Unforhmately it suffered a 
small accident on the opening day but we hop e thnt it ·will be working 

I 
\ 

n.t full pressure within a n~atter of d~1ys . An.c1 Y ?ur · HonQ~l:~ "'---~ _ 
recommended the construction of a P10neer Od :M1U at ~iokololn. ~·' · 
rl'o help the eocoa in(1ustry, a cocoa survey officer is heing- posted to ~ 
Abeokutn within a (by or two. ' 

Efforts hnve been made in other w:1ys in (1CYt•lop t.he economies 
of the Provinr,e , anrl appli('.ationR have been eith'er grant.er1, or 
anyhow fnvonr:1 bly receivPd, for lonn A from Development F1mds for 
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:1 Shoe Fadury, <I \\"e·a,·iug Factory, a Brick allCl 'l'ile l!'udory and 
a S:nnnill; oru· at least o-f 1.ltt·st• is operating uow. Moreover, in 
spite oJ our di1li<.'tdt.it-s, tl1e L'nJ\·int·t~ l1as jut-it irlt-itituted a Provinl'ial 
CcmfereiH'l' of ltepreselll<lliYe:-> or .Xntivt• AutlwritieH. 

Your H~nlUuJ·, I lwpL• the Hollt'il' wiJJ not go awny tltinking- tlwt 
Abeokuta does nothing excc•pt c;mse trouble. 

The Secretary, \V estern Provinces : 
Your Honolll'. Jl is Oll t• or lll Y dulit·:-; in thi:-; tlebate to fill in the 

gap~S t lw t Residents awl Dt~pu hi's m:l~' have lPft in their replies to 
criti <.' ism:-; from Lnoffi cinl :Members . l ' nulticial :Members, however, 
lwve been extremely kilHl alHl hav e not b een critical to an undue 
e.xteut; our D e1mties anll Re~itl ents have also gi>en su<:h '' ill 11~~ 
that all th e moving notes I lll<l<le at luneh time in case of 'their 
omi:-;sions :1re waHt.ed. Replies kn·e been given, exeept for one. or two 
very s n u1ll points. 

'l'he Hm1ourable tlH· Fourllr 1\ominnted :Member praisecl tbe 
Afforestation ~:kheme of 13L·n1n Provin<'e. I mn sure it must have 
been very pl e n s~\llt fm Fon>:dr.v OHi<·t·r~ who Wt'l'l\ iH the Hall this 
morning to ht>ar t h is-thL·.v :ll'l' a b.irly silent 'sen·il'e nnd they do 
not often get m11clr praise. .Now they hn ve luHl it, nncl from some
body 1Ylw, if he had C'Olltinuetl tnl.kiilg' on th e matter, might p erlw.pH 
lmn~ ~l<lded how far bet!t•l' off the BPllin Native A<lministrations are 
financially beUillSe of t lH·ii· well plalUle(l ForeRtry· seliemes. vVe 
have h eard i.hat so nl:tn y o!ht•r Native Administrations are rather 
penn iless these rlays. 'rhey shoulcl take note how B enin is better 
ofr throug-h having their fin e an(l well planned forests . Th er e are 
possib ilities of better fon\os try in all Provinces; let others see to it 
that. tlrey do not n egled their opportunities. 

Then~ was suuw questiou as lu 1\·hether Governm ent hatl agree<l , 
iu view of the shortage of British 'redmienl Staff, to engaging· non
British t:eehnic~ ians to help lis in our DL·vPlopment plans. I think 
I am right in saying· that Uon·I·nmPnt has ag'l'ced in prineiple, but . 
nla~-;, they t.oo are just ns clillicult. t.o :fintl as tl1e Hritish ones. 'rhe 
Honourable t.l1 e 011i of lft• and Uw Houom·<~ble the Seeon<l :Member 
for O:yo Provim~e will lw <~blt! to confirm that ill faet there is flO mueh 
lo bu .il<l <lJHl n•pair in J•;lll'opt· aftt•r lilt! tlt ~ vas(alionR of -\nn· that thP 
llonual worltl stqqdy uf lt·<·lllii<·i<lllS i:-; fully t•ngage.cl, antl probably 
also prefer to ~~ ;1y 11(':\l'er I hr•i1· own t'Ol.l!d.ries. However , we hope 
that some may eome. 

Oi!iri:d Memb<!l'S havl' lloL yP!. had a ehall<'t! to weleume our l)eput.y 
Directorof Meclical Servi('<:~s, Dr Manuwa, to this House. · I am glad 
to be t h e one to (lo so aiHl to tell him that h e i.s as warmly welcomed 
among us ofii.cials as h e hns h een by unoffi c ials. I would like to say 
also t hat h e is as warmly ·wel com e in our Regional Headquarters 
and he will undoubtedly lwlp us trem endously there. I have known 
Dr Manuwa since I was in the Eastern I)rovinces where I was always 
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amazed at hi::; industry and hi::; administrative ability in looking 
ri.fter i.he Illany Nat.iYe A(lministration dispensaries in Ouitsha. 
Province. Now we h<lYe him liere and the whole of the \\~eKt.erH ' . 
Provinees "\Yill belll•flt from hi:-:; experience an(1 encrp;y. IT(: :->pol.;l' 
of himRelf <lll<l of lll\' l<'<ll'lll'd friewl the ~eniur Crown Cou n:->el bes:Lll ~ 
me as · the first tw;> :·nt·<l llows of a summ er-the sum mPr of sl'1f
government to wlti('lt Nig·erians and Government too, look forwnrd. 
If aU the later swallom.; Owt come are as excellent ns these first hYo 
Nigeria lllfl)' (-•xppc·.i. a Rnc> summer. 

I lwil n lo t of not-et> down to make reply eoncerniug those S<lLl n.nd 
neglected Provinces of \Ynni and Benin, but their Resi<lents hnve 
given sueh de:1r :1nswers to charges of negled that I cannot acl<l 
mueh. I m1t <\11 old \Vnrri boy-I was happily there for eig-ht 
years-a.wlnow an1 lwrc. r watch and see how my friend tht~ .A(:l ing 
Seeretary Fin~inee distributes money aH<l how Deputies cli:-:;hiLuh~ 
t h eir staff . I am sure .I would have been the first to realise thai. 
there ·was neglect if there k1.d been . . There is a feeling appal'eui.ly 
that they have been overlook ed but having listened to the Resident, 
\Varri , in particuln r I nm inclined to think that so far they have 
got as much if not more of their development projects than othE-r 
Provinces. 

The Houour;1ble the ~e('O llll Kominated Member has deplored thr 
statements in Your Honoui·':-:; Acld ress <:tWl'rinp; some dishonesty that 
has been cliscoYerecl from time to time among- th r staffs of Co-opera
tive Societies, and asks "\vhy they slwulcl be so e:x:posecl to ]Hl bl ic 
gnze, where<li:l the sins of ihe shtffs of Commercin l firms au<l of 
Government remain hirld en. Nurely h e will find thnt it is to 1 lw 
advantage of the Co-operative Soniet.ie;'; tlwt these thing:-:; shoul<1 he 
macle known, aud indeecl it woul<l be better if simibr dishonesties 
iu the eommercia.l world or Government servic.es coulcl as easil~r lw 
shown up. M.y Honourable friend will agree th~tt. it must be t h e 
very first essential in nuy eo-operative movement, any co-operation, 
that there is mutual trust and it is for this reason that Your Honour 
used those words in the seet.ion on the Co-operative Depnrbnent; 
without houesty and mutun 1 tn1st the eo-operative movement m u st 
die. 

I was glad to henr the Seconcl Member for Oyo Province str·ess his 
appreciation for the legislation coneerning <:hieftainey disputes 
which is now iu foree; n 11<l I am sure my lea.l'1!P-cl friend, the .Senior 
Crown Counsel is even more gla<1 t hat. this i::; so. In passing I 
woulcl just like to nnuind the House thn.i this pi.ece of l egislati()JI '' · 
is the outcome of work in this Hou::;e. A motion a yem· ag-o h~· one 
of our Unoffieial M<'m her:-: shn'tell this Lt>gisla.tive ball rolling an<l 
here we have our ln\\·. I tltinl;: t:hai this iH a g-ood incli('ntion of how 
usefull:v our Hul lS<' fuudinns :twl bow il s<'Pln:-; to bn.ve it fl fiTlg'cr on 
tlt P YC I')' "JHtlsf' of ll t '< · t~SS i j ,V. 

0 0 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 



• • 

• 

Dec. 16, 1 948] Debates 153 

The sallie ~h·llllll'r, IIIL' Sc~<·uJJd Jh111lwr l'or Oyo Province, _s poke 
<'Ulll:erning Native Com·ls. Now Your Honour mentioned this fairly 
fully in your Sp<•<><•h. You said ~atin~ Autlwritit-~:.,; and .Me1nb~rs of 
the I-Iouse have ;t!J'(_•a<l.v bee11 ;tskl'<l to give t.his matter careful eonsi
tlenltiou so r\s to be in a position to offer so und and constructive 
atlviee when the time comes to consider this matter. rrhen, Sir, you 
closed by sayi·ng '' to m:v mind the essential question which applies to 
the Courts as much as to Administration, is simply this-. -are t he peo
ple g enerally sati:->fied with the jn:-;tice meted out to them? ". I want 
;1t this point to ctnote ~tatisties ilwt are of i1nterest.. In 1947, last 
year , there "·ere 1] 2, 000 <·ases h eanl in t.he N a.tive Courts, out of 
these only :).0:) per cent were <tpp< ·aled or reviewed. Of thPse appeals 
awl r eview;-; oul.v '2.7:) pnr <·t•JII of t!Jt~ .\'alive Court judg\:lllCll1t> \\·erl' 
amenclecl. '\V ell, if statistics 1 tH•an any t h ~ng the posi tiou eannot be 
us bacl as lw s been thought.. R~' sa.ving- tlwt I am not ::;uggesting 
that t here is uo room for illl]ll'O\'l!lll<'tlt; bul l et us think <'nrefully 
and 111ot jeU ison lnlniPtll _,. solllet.ltiug \rhid1 apparently has been 
u seful an<l start sm u e l.lti11g· ,.,,,i<'ll may not fit. the country HQ well. 
The same Member talkPd :t1lllnl " five sl1illing-s" Judges. In my 
country, us the Holwm·al>le tl1e Oni of He :ln<l the Ho.nourable the 
Second Member mny know , lwYillg recently Yisited there nearly all 
litigat ion comrs before .Tns1i<·es of t.h<· Pen<'e, who may he termetl 
" not a pPllllY " .T n<lg-Ps. TIH'.\' clo no( gt>t. one }Willi.\'. It. is 
considered a privilege , au honour, :1 J·ef'ognii.ion of public respect 
and of i-ntegrity, to Le as ked 1o bc>eo1nt• :L .h1SLice of the l)ence, an<l 
as such you henr the l_vpe of pdiy t'ases wl1ich c011 1e before our own 
Native Courts itn tl1is cotmt.ry. It is n :fine, wr.ll-testerl system witl1 
which we are content. . \Y e still, of rourse, have· ovr ~tipendary 
~fngi str:\10~ in the more populatPd :\!'ens nnd the larger towns ns 
we :1re lwg-inning to lt;tve in this r.ountry, but for the most pnrt. tlw 
best <llll<mg the people :ue chosen to do this work witlwni n'w:n<l. ) 

Ye ry many appreciative words have· been said about the success 
of tl1 e 1\pw Con:-:;titution. The First Member for Oyo .Provin<'e 
< ~<mfess('<l lhal he did not LeliPve in it lo start. with hut has been 
t ~ onn·rl.t•<l, :lllcl Ill• l1~1s pmist><l lilt' Oovt~l'llllll'ld. for tlte \\':I,Y in wl1ico.l1 
it l1:t s UP<'II conducted. I thi-nk that is very pleasing to henr. He· 
has ;tlso prai sed the people of England for making the Ibadan 
University possible by out ponrin1g so mueh of their money upon it. 
lt is goocl th;ti such rerog-n i tio·n should be given and I thank the 
l?irsl Memher for giving public utter;mee of gratitude. 

'l'h <'l't' i:-; one recnrriag them e in n earh· :~11 U no:fficinl Members' 
sperch P~-i.he lack of progress in Develc.>pment schemes. I think 

·--"'· 111 ig- hl rP. lllPllllwr \\'ll:tt. Hif' 'RxePllP·Jwy sni cl in his speech in 
ll.J:i d:lll 1111 'I'IIPscl:l.v \\'ht ~ ll hP rel'enc~cl lo " <livint> <li,o·wontent ". 
H. t~sid t' nls :1n<l Ut>puliL·s have• g-iven us f:tei.f' and there is a consider
:tble o\·t· r-nll :tclli cvPlllt'ni in d evt· lopnl<'nt plans. Jn g·iving thes<' 
f:1ds we are not ju:-;t lrying to show Unoffieial Members th;t they 
:ue complaiuillg' Ul\llecessnrily, \\'<'are just tryi11g to show them thnt 
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:something lw:-; beeu doJH'. \\~ e in fad nhare their " divine di:scon-
tent " and will presR <llld urge more Rpeed i1n our plans. 

Sir, I beg to support t.he Motion. 

The Acting Secretary (,Finance), Western Provinces : 
In winding up thi:s Debate, Sir, I hasten to say how gratified I 

was to hear the welcome given to this Motion, and iro. particular to 
express my thanks personally and on behalf of the sta.ft for the very 
gracious compliments paid on the production of the Estimates. 
Next may I concur with wl1 r1t my friend the Secretary \Vestern 
Proviuees nuid in regard to my friend the Deputy Director of 
~{eclical Service~. I li:-;teuetl with g-reat illh'rest to the mrmy good 
~peeC"hes, <>liL' of ihe bP~t of wltich was ltis . .Although most of t.llv 
points rai:sed b~· Memher~ lwve heeu refenccl to by OHicial Members, 
ihere are one or two pointts on wltiel1 I should like i.o comment 
briefly. 

The Fifth NomiJ1r1ted Member rmd the :Jil'mhers for Al>eokuta 
:md Ijebu Provinces, aho I think the Ob,t i>f Beniu, referrecl to the 
grantR to Native Ad ministrations. I tlwught I detected misuinder
standing in some speeches as rega.rdH the amount set aside for this · 
purpose. Members are a\vare that in the old clays Government took 
a large share of direet t.nx. N O\V it only takes the 6cl capitation. 
'rhe revenue estimate shows the yield expected from the Regional 
share of direct tax as £25,200. If Members compare ·that with the 
£50,000 p1~ovided in the Subvention Head of the Estimntr.s they 
will realise that. the Government is prepared to pay <tl moRt double 
what it receives. The GrantH-iu-Aid \Vere fixed at a very high 
figure last year in orr1er to help those Native Aclmi1nistrations which 
previously rer.eivecl lnrge subRiclieH from Governtnent for the pay
ment of eost of living allowanc·c ~. '!'hoRn N:1tiYt~ Acllllilli:·drr11int1s 
which received no s1.wh snbsiclies. in the past are naturally critical 
of a system under which they would f'ontribute while ot.berR r eceive. 
This malad.iuRtment is being corrected by a reductiolil of the Govern
ment assistance to the Native Ac1minist.ratious (including Iba<bn) 
who have up to now received the larger share of wha.tever '>n s a.vail
able. The fundamental imrpoHe of Grrtnts-in-Ai(l is to st.imnlat.P 
Native Administrations into providi·ng further tlevelopments . It 
iR 1iot. in:tended to kill initiative and malw them deprrnrlent 
upon Government. Mny I also acld that Educntiotl flr:mts-in-Aicl 
are a considerable relid-i o the extent of perhapR ·£8,000 or £10,000, 
I am not quite sure. 

' 

Tht' Fifth Nominated ~Jeml>Pl' we nt on to say that the Native 
Aclmini~tTations cli rl mot get" fair share of revenue from iaxatio1;;..--·- - - 
Uovt'l'lll1Wnt· lias clc><"icle(l that t-he adminintrr1tion of the Inenmc Tax 
Onlii1anc r ~lumld rt>main in tlw hnrndR of tlu~ Central Government. 
'!'he Fifth Nom inn tc(1 llfrm her f:P.eme(l i.o have forgotten the vaRt. 
rxp endit.lll'<' h~· t.he CPn1r:ll UoVf'l'lllllent whir'll lt:t~ 1w1ped t.o cl evelop 
1his town mHl t·oHtimws io tlo so. F11l«>s:-; it hns c!Pfinit.e sources 
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of revenue it cannot finalH'P its serviees. 'flud is ol..>Yiuus. On the 
other hand, Government. has offered to take over from Native 
Administrati01ns, sPrvices sueh us Polict•, Prisons and Hospitals. 
rrhese services have been accepted as l'Ssent ially a Government. 
responsibility,· all!l not uf the local Uovt·rnment·, although no 
pressure has been brought upon Native ..A.thnini . .,tmtiun:-; in thP past 
to give them up. My point is thnt unless the Xntive Administra
tions find fresh sources of revenue (wthout robbing the Government 
sources) they will not be able to keep part- with the rising costs of 
these services. 

The Honourable i.he li'ourth N aminated Member asked for a 
larger fmrplus to be set aside in order to avoitl bankruptey. :My 
answer to him is that the <lecision has not yet been made whether 
a thrifty H.egion will keep its surplus. \\Thile constitutional 
arrangements have mot yet given responsibility for 1 aising revenue 
to the Region, we must still leave it to the Central Government to 
arrange fiscal policy so thut WP do not go bankrupt. 

The Member for Benin Provi,nce, as did the Oba o£ Benin, made a 
plea for the Benin and \V arri Provinces, sug·gesting that thl'.Y had 
perhaps been forgotten. vVithuut keeping the House too long may 
I add briefly to \Vhat hns bee;n said by the n esidents for \V arri and 
Benin. I regard it as part of my duty to :-;ee that expenclitu~·e is 
spread fairly over the Region. At the beginning of regionalisation 
it was inevitable that Ibadan-the capital town-should get · a tem
porarily unfair share o£ the expenditure, e.,g., the building of the 
Secretariat, the new chamber for the House of Assembly, have 
taken a great deal of mO!hey. But with the passing of the months 
there is no reason why the Benin-vVarri area should. ·not catch up 
in its builchng programme and if the Benin Provii!lce feels that it 
is off the map I would remind Members of a fact which the H,esident, 
Benin, has mentioned-Bemin City is one of the few plnces in this 
Region which possesses a landing ground and will . sl1 ortly · have 
regular air services. Surely this is a sig1il of progress,. Sir. And 
puts Benin on the map. I should like to have proved to Members 
how much expenditure has been devoted t.o that area, but nn . 
examination of the Estimates by Provinces will take timP and I 
have not bee~n able to obtain figures since this morning. 

Both the Members for Oyo l">rovince referred to tlwi r 1~ ati n~ 
Administrat.io'lis being hard hit by the Harra.gin revision. They 
both realisr<l the need for more revenue. That is the very point 1 
made in my ope~ning speech. The First Member for Oyo Province 
thoug-ht that the Harragin arrears should have been met in total 
by O(rvernment. This Region received .£50,000 from Government to 
a~si:->t in meeting that Bill. May I remin(l him that his o"·n Native 
AclminiRtration received t.he largeRt share not only because it is a 
large Native Administration but had a higher rate than any other 
to help to balance its budget. GoY<>rnmc•ut hnR hr<~ ll morp g-Pnerous 
tlt:lll to any other Aclmi·nistration. 
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n1 uc. h lllOI'l' CO lll<l \)(• s;tid Sir, but. 1 will lt-~ <tve further eonuneut to 
Seled Committee <ts we have o{ . !lt~ r husiuess tu do today . Thi8 year 
T t hink we ean l'l:tim to haYe shuck a nwte of greater optimism than 
w e had las t yenr . 'J'hi~ Holts<:' lws shown that it ha~ a good nppetite 

· for expencliiun~ . 'J'o :tsk for more il'\ geuerall y a healthy sign. It is 
lli ,Y ear nest !tope th:d: thel'\e Eshmntes nre r ea listi(' and tlwt the 
funcl:-; pro\· iclc~tl "·ill be properl y expended. Again I thamk the 
House for their kindly wonls of apprPciatinn ;llld their atteuhon . 

His Honour: 
'l'he que::;ti.on i:-; t.lwt !ht• Eshmatt' s he referred to a Select 

Committee M the House. 

Tlw~e iu f:tvonr ~a , · ".:\.Y e ,; tho~e to t. be ('Ollhary " No". 
The~ "Ayes'' l1:1Ye it. " 

'l'he Seleet Conlmit-t.t~l~ \\'ill t·onKist of t he Unofficial Melllbers of 
th<~ Hm1He with the Ac·ti ng Sel'l'ehtry Finance as ()hairmn:n. 

The ·Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces: 
Your IIonour, -:\f:t,v I sugge~·d it lllt:>ets at 9 o'c.lock tomonow 111 

the Sl'('retnriut Lilmtr~' P 

His Honour: 
D o'l'loek t.onlol'I'O\\' in ihe ~el'l'ebria(; Library. 

Tlt e ll ouse ruljnltl'/l.r'r/ at :; 1'· IJI.. 'llntil .rJ a.m . on Sut·u1·day 18th 
flpr·emlwr. 



Debates i11 tl1e Western I-Iouse of 
Assembly 

Saturday, 18th Decetnber, 194.3 

Pursuant to notice the :Nimnbers of the \Vestern House 
of Assen1bly met jn Nlapo HalL Ibada.n, at n a.m. on 
Saturday, the 18th of December, 1948. 

PRE8EN~, 

OL .. ncrAL nh:11111Ew~ 

'l'h e Chief Co nun i:-;8i ouer, \V estern 1> rovin<'eH, ' 
His Honour T. C. Hoskvns-Abrahall, c.M.u. 

The Resident, ALeokuta Pro~·iu<'t', . 
Mr J. H. Blair, E.n. 

'l'he Seeretar~·, \\~estern J>roYilt<'t's, 
Mr l). V. Main. 

'l'he Resident, Heuiu J>roYiU<'<J, 
Mr R. J. :M. Curwt-11. 

'l'he Acting Hesi<lent., \Ya.ni Pnn·ill<'l', 
Mr R. L. V. "?.ilkes. 

'l'he Acting Hesille1l1., OlHlo Prm·in<'l', 
Mr '1'. B. JJoveli-J ones. 

The Ac.tiug Hesiclen1, Oyo .ProYi ll<'P, 

:M:r A. F. Abell. 
The Acting Secretary (Finn lH'<'), "~esh·rn l'roYinces, 

Mr \V. R. Hatch. 
The Ading Resident, Jjehn l)nn·iu<·<>, 

Mr 0. \?. Lee, E. I>. 

The Deputy Din\c~tor of M<·<li<'.al Snn·il·t·s, 
Drs. L.A. nbuuwn, O.II.Jo: • . 

The Deputy Dired.or of Edw·:dion, 
Mr 8. Milburu. 

The Acting Deputy Diredor oJ Agri!'nlture, 
Mr A. V. Gibbenl. 

The Acting- Deputy Dirl'dor of JlnhH<~ \\.,.nrks, 
Mr C. E. AH<hn:~<·. 

The Senior Crown Cou nse 1, 
Mr H. A. Doheri y. 

I ! NOI·'FICJ.\ r. M 1': .\IIIJo:HS 

'T'lw Honourabl(• the• Oh:1 Adl·i·t·nli , C'.~l.(~., 
The Oni of Ife. 

The Hnnourubh• Onw N'Ob,, .\ kt•!IZ1.Ja II, c.:u.c:., 
The Oba nf Bt>n .in. 

· rrhe First M em lwr for ilw· ()yo P roviuee, 
Chief I. R. Akinyell-', o.H .. ~-:., ihe Osi Balogun of Ibadan. 
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The Sceond :Member for 1 he Oyu Province , 
Chid .J . H. Turton t.[Jp, R'iHawe of Il0:·dw. 

. ' 
'J'he M ember for th e B enin P rovince , 

[Dt·c. 18 , 194-R 

Chief H. 0 . OH~tp:ie, tht-> Aip:lwbahi of B e nin. 
'l'ht~ 1\lt!lllher for tlw \VaJTi J>rm·inc·t•, 

• 

Chief .J essa Ugboru . 
'l'lw 1\lellll•er for the Ondo J>roYi nt·e, 

l\lr ~J . B. Arif alo. 
'l'ht> M ember for the lj ehu Pnwiuce, 

Chi ef A. 0. Okupe, the .A.bperu of lperu. 
Tl1c• Member for th e .A.heokuta I>rovince , 

Chid A . Soetan, thP A ro of Kemb. 
Th e Seconcl N ominatecl :M ember, 

Th e Honourabl e Aki1tpdu ObiHesan , o.11.1-:. 

'.L'h e 'l'hird Nolllinatt~d M ember, 
Th e Honourable '1'. A . O<lu tola , o.ll.E. 

The Fourth Nominated Me111b er, 
The Honourable G . _L Obaseki . 

Th e Fifth Nominat ed :Member, 
Mr E . A . SmHh . 

.ABSEN'l' 

l ' l'IOFYl CTAL MDfHE HS 

'l'he :U'irst N ominatetl Member, 
Th e Vew'r:1hlr Areh(leacon L . A. L ennon, o.II.E. 

PRAYERS 

His Honour the Chief Commi ssioner open e(l the proreedings 
with prayer s . 

CoNFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

'l'he Minute~ of th e me eting h elcl on the 16t.h of December , 
1D48, having b een prin1 ecl aml circulated to m embers, wer e taken 
a~ r ead anrl eonfirme(1. 

QUESTIONS 

The First Member for the Oyo Province (Chief I. B. Akinyele, 
o.B.E., the Osi Balogun of Ibadan) : 
To a sk the Secrebry, ''re~tern ProvinC'eH : -
(o) B ef{n·e t h e wa r, an yon e could order or import anything from 

England and any part of the world; but to(lay this facility is a llowed 
to only a seleeted f ew; what. is the reason for this r estrietion? · 

(b) \Yhat will be th e evil eH't~d, 1£ th e restriction is taken away? 
(c) \ Vhat q'ualifir atoin is r e(ruirecl b efore on e can b ecome a 

Li censed Importer P 
(d) How many Licem;ed ImpoTters are there in Oyo Province? 
(e) \Vhat kin.ds of goocl s are prohibite(l from importation _? _ . . _ 

A. nswe·r-
The Hon. the Secretary, \Vestern Provinces : 

(o ) 'l'lt e main ob.i ec.t of import (:ont.rol is to conserve supplies of 
-" hard c•unlmf'ies " . All imporh·rA are fr ee t.o import a v ery wicl e 
r:1ng·r of g-ood s from Eng-lnncl and otlwr rmmtri es without 1icenre. 

<.4 1 
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(/;) 'l'IH~ wa ~·dag-P of dollar resoun;es o11 llllitec ·essarv impottH anti 
<t :·ml>:->t•tptPnt inahilii.y lo obf:.tin nc'c·e:-;:-;ary imporls 'from "rlullar 
<'otudries ". 

(f') 'l'IIPre :tl't-\ II() ' · lic·enst>d iiiiJlol'll·rs " . J IIIJHll't lieeu<" e~ for 
c·onLrulled commodities are uot restride<l ro :-:;elt'l'red traders but are 
available tu any genuine imlJorl-t'r who ' 

(i) r.an produce satisfaetury evidence of hiH .ability to procure 
such commodities at u r easonn ble price ancl 

(!>/) has acle4_uate f:tC'ilities for proper dishibuhu1t. 
(d) Does not arise~. 
(l') 'l'he ltWlltht•r is rdl'l'l'l'd Lo !Itt' Hl'l'ollcl H<:hudule ol' !.he CuH!.OlllH 

Unlinanc·.e. 'l'he imporiatiou of all goods from c<•rtaiu sources is 
restricted, but <'owlitions vary from time to tillll'. ln-fonnntion is 
al wnys availabl e from the ln1port, Control Ofli!'l'. 

The First Member for the Oyo Province (Chief I. B. Akinyele, 
o.B.E., the Osi Balogun of lbadan): 
'l'o ask the Acting Secretary (Finanl'e), 'V esteru Provinces:

'\Vhat specific development 1vorh h:we been und ertaken in eaeh 
District in the Ibaclan Division- for LlenJoping the _ following:-_ 

Education, ltoads, ~leans of Comm uuicatiuus; e.g., 'l'elegraph, 
'l'eleplwues aucl Post Otiic·p~ , Health and \Vat.er Supply( 

.:l'llsw er-

The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces: 
Ed,ucat·ion.-'l'he Jollo"·i11g sulliH have been issnecl fin· work now 

m progress : -

Government Col1ege, Ibadau 
Government Elementary 1'ra i ni ng Ceu tre, Iba.(hn 
St. Theres:.L's College, Ibn<Lin 
C.M.S. Arcluleaconry Elena~ntary Training 

£ 
6,600 
5,000 

~Hl,OOO 

Ceni re , Ib:1<lan . . . 2,000 
U. M.C., Ibada.n 10,000 

Hoads .-Construction has been st:nted ou thr 1 badan-Asha road 
and preliminary 1vork hn s bcl'll don e on tlte I gbo-orn-Snnusi and 
I wo-Gbongan roads. 

Tel c-Cr>mmu.nir;n.tions .-The tlY!'I'IH~ :ul line from UHhogho-Akure is 1 
being reconstruct~)d all<l an nddiliunal t.nmk provided. Carrier I 
equipment is being installed at Oshngho. / 

H cu lth.-\\rork is in h~111cl on tlw Xurs<'S training srhool at 
lbndan which should b e cumpll:'ted (luring this finnuc;ial year . 

. lrater Suppl:£e:~--Thc <lal!l at Ogb~11ws~w reservoi\ h~s .bee1i 
raised and adchhonal stamlrnpe:-; are bemg mstalled. 1 relnmnary 
investigations have becu . earriPrl out on supplies for Ikirun, 
Oshogbo, Ecle and I " ·o . Hur;d " ·<der supply :-;ehemes have been 
:-;tartecl in Oshogbo District. 

-- - - The -Member for the Ondo Province (Mr J. B. Arifalo): 
To ask i,h<! A"ling l>t·ptli,V Din·(·for ol' l'11hlit· \Yorks, \''estern 

J'rovincl~S:-

Is it n fact that. E:-:f~<·ulive J.:tlg"lllL't'l's un lhe luug gracle of £450-
£1,000 p er annum i11 t he Publi(· IV-nrks JJepartrnent are not satisfied 
with their proKpeet of promotion to the Senior Grade in the Deprut-

• 
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Jll('Jll: A11d I (I :t~k iF I his is tit~· rl'sllll. ol' gn~ at exo<lus of E:.e t ~ utivc 
Engiuc <~ rs of thi s clat>s from Uw D eparl.me1it :m<l if thi s is ih c rr.n ~on 
\\·by m:my Y:H' <IIH ' it·s in I]H · p:r:1ck :m ~ ldl 111dillt:>rl ':' 

. I 11 s II' e r-

The Acting Deputy Director of Public Works: 
H is <'OI'I'< ~ <·I to s:t y I hat I ht~ n· is :t l'l~ t·li ug a IIIOJtg so11w poh~ 1tl ia l 

l'l!<'l'uits to llw Dt!p:n11lll'lll I II:d 1IH· pro~pccl s of promuhou lo 
:-;uper scal e pns ls :1re noi. suliic·ic·nlly at-f.r:l('ti\·e an<l this may to 
some <~xhml Ill' n· s pow~ihiP for fail nn~ In fill v ac :w cies illl(l for early 
r ei.iremeul s. Tli<'I'<~ i ~; i u an.\· <·ase :1 S<!rions shodagl' of }~ 11gi llUPl'S 
:tnd :1 <l<'lll:tiUl h11· t.IH·ir Sl'n·i;· (' :-i itt ill\' 1 · 11 .iit~d King-clmtl wltic·lt is 
:tl :-i il :1 ('OIIIrilmlory f:wl<ll' lc1 llt1' jll '!' :-i<' lll posihon. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
To ask flu· .:\ding St~ <'n ~ l:lr .v ( Fitt :llll'<'), \\y i~ SI<'I'Il L'rm·in< 'l'S : --

'l'h:~ t in vit>w of th e bd th:d it is lim\· tb c nvo\\·ed poli ('y of lh<· 
UoYermJI CHt i11 <~ ll<'01Irag-<' Afri<· < ~ll :-i h1 :t ssnc·iat e in hu :-;i ness, if 
Uovernm ent " ·ill ('.tmsicle1· n~ 1lu('ing- I~~~ ~ minimum lu~ome 'l'ax pa)·
nblt· by Puhli(' Cmnpunies frmn 7 s (jd to ;->sin t•very pmmrl (£1) in 
the ca~e of a Limiiecl Li:.thility ('cllltpany \\·host' :mthnris t:> (l or pai.tl 
up <'a.pit:d i~ lllltln £;->(),()()() ;' 

Answer-· 

The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces : 
The M ember i::; r efern•tl tn cl:tii S!' ~ :.nul . paragraph 1 (a) of the 

Obj ects aml H.eason::; of the l.tii'Ulll l' 'L'a "X (Am<'lHlmeui-) B ill which 
is uow hPfnr<~ th e Hous<'. Tit is :IIII<' IId llll'lli: is cl<· ~; i gn ~' <l to g ive :1 

substantial lli<~:I S lll'<' of n·lil'l' to :-i lll :tll c·olllp:tllic·s in lh<·ir earl,\· 
yP;Il'S. 

MoTIONs 

The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces : 
Y our Honour, I ri :-;e to moYe : 

'' That. for the financial yl' a r l U-1-!J -00 t il! ~ llegional D eputy 
Dirertur of Agriculh..ti ' I~ lw :IulliorisP<l to l'XIWn<l npon th e 
followiug purpos<:>s:-
(o) Nig l·!ria Coco:t SuiT<·'.V 
:h) Cocoa Soi 1 Sun-ey 
(n) Inves tigations iuio ilu~ E1·onomi<'s of th e Cocoa ln<l ustry 
(d) lmpron'men t of t~u :.1l it .\' of ·Co eo a 
(e) Lon.g-term U elwbilit:diuu a11cl K ew lJlantiJJg, 

ihe sever a l sum set ont. in ill<· estimat es ]airl b efore th i:-; House 
in Srh erln1 e 'A' to ' E ' of App Pnrlix ' 1 ~ ' of thP \YeHtern 

. R egion E st.imates I !)..l.!J-;""10. s u('h <·xp en<litun~ to be mad e in 
aeem·(1a.nc e wi t h those E shm:dPs :111<1 t.o be m ade :i:J1 ··rrnti(~ipJtiill l. 
of r eimlmrsem t:>nt from Funrls nt : ~<l<· :IY:1il:1hlP hy th e Kip:Pria 
.~; O('O:I ~f:lrk<'ting- Bo:1nl ··. 

As I han· :tln·<~<l y expl:tin<·cl ill thl' lnulgd d<·halc awl j n s~·lect · 
Commihl't' , tl11• N ig·pria ( 'o<'oa !II:trk Piing Hoard ]I~Js ngn .> P(1 in 
J>l'lll<'ipl e io provi<l<• fun(ls for S('lt!'lll<'S for IH'IIt>fiHill g t l1e CO<'Oa 

----.,.---
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industry. 'l'he Board prupo:;cs tu <'luploy the Agrieulture Depart
ment a:; its agent. for disbtin;ing these funrh. It is, therefore, 
necessary that this House should ~tpprove the l!X penclihue which 
"·ill bt> incurrt>d by the _\.griculture D eJ,<HtllH:ut. 1 a111 <.rtlt. hori~wrl 
hY t ht• Chairman of the Board tu ~<-lV that it is the inteutiun of the 
Board to entrust the direction of the i)roposed investign.tion-Scherne 
(C)-to n. high level committee in Lotulon. It , is, therefore, 
premature to discuss det<liled estinwtes of expenditure for the · 
Scheme now Select Committee has agreed to a round figure of 
£10,000. Details have already been cli'scu8sed in Select Committee, 
a ud this is a formn.l motion merel v to ensure that the funds provided 
are voted in the nonnal way and .subject io Hcrutiny by this House. 
Otherwise the Agriculture Department would be serving two 
masters, and they are not. 

· Sir, I beg to move. 

The Secretary, Western Provinces : 
Your Honour, I beg to second. 

His Honour: 
'l'he questiuu is that this Motion is · aeceptable to the House. 

rl'hose in favour say " Aye ", thmw to the rontrary " No ". The 
" Ayes '' have it. 

The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces : -Your Honour, I have . to present the report of the Select 
Committee on the E :-:;t imates, a eopy of this report is· in the hands 
of all Members. 

I move that the House resolve itself iut.<i fiommittee to consicler 
the report. 

H 01tSC ·Z:n Com.m,ittee. 

The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces : 
Your Honour, I have the following amendments to move to the 

Expenditure Summary at Appendix ' 11 .' of the Draft EstimateR . 

-\Vestern Head 32, Aclminishatiou 
\Vestern Head 44,. Public -\Vorl<R 

Maintenance Works 
\Vestern Head 47, Subventions 

Amendments app?'overl. 
House ?'CS'ltmed .. 

- · _.His-Honour : 

ltecunen t-. · 

£ 
167,020 

209,956 
51,275 

. 
The question is that His Excellency the Governor be aclvisecl to · 

approve the Estimates of Expenditure for the service of the 
\Vestern Region during the year 1949-50 with the amendments 
approved in Committee. Those in favour Ray u Aye " , tho:-;e t 0 the 
contrary " No ". · The " Ayf:'R " have it. 

.. 
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The Hon. the Oba Aderemi, c.M.c., the Oni of Ife: 
Your Honour, at t.he Cominiih~l' meeting of the Unofficial 

:M:em ber.s we have fixed the 1ll a 1:tt~l' and \\·e Ita ve unanimously nomi
nn.tecl Chief A. ~odan to bt:; lht• Fonrtlf :\l<•mbPr of th<· Leg-iRlative 
Counl'il <IIHll :tnt l~:~ppy l.o pro1w:-;< ~ lti:-; nallH'. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 
Your Honour, I hrg to :-;pcmHl. 

His Honour: 
I have to auuounce thai. Chief . Adegunle Soet.au lw:-; been 

appointed by the U noffic:ial Melli ber:-; of the House of Assembly ns 
the Member of the .Legi:~datin~ Connc·il for Nigeria. I c<mgnd:u
la.te him on the appoiuhneni. 

The Acting Deputy Director of Agricu I ture : 
Your Honour, I ri:::;e to move : 

" That this House do uppoint hn, members to the Board of 
Agriculture ii1 accordnn('e with section 3 of the 
Agrici.tlture Ordiuun<'e ". 

rl'wo members have been provi:.,;ionall,Y :tppoiittetl :m<l t.he object 
ofthis motion is to ratify that. election. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda) : 
Your Honour, I beg to second. 

The Hon. the Oba Aderemi, c.M.C., the Oni of Ife: 
Your Honour, at the ~ame meeting this question has been 

discussed and we are unanimouRly ag1;eed that the Honourable 
· O.bisesan, O.B.E., :mel the Honourable Obaseki should be the 
members. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha): 
Your Honour, I beg to second. 

His Honour: 
The question is that this :Motion i~:~ nGeept.able to this House. 

'l'hose in favour say "Aye ", t.ho~e to the contrary " No " . The 
" A " 1 't yes 1ave 1 .. 

The Hon. the Oba Aderemi, c.M.c., the Oni of Ife: 
Your Honour, the following Members have been nominated by 

the Committee of the Unofficial Members to the Central Board of 
Edi1eation and the Regional Board of Education:-

Chief A. 0. Oknpe , the Alaperu of Tperu, to the Central Ro: 
of Edlicat.iou. 

:mel t.o the Regional Boa nl of Education t.he following:-
'l'he .Honourable Omo ~'Oha. Al:emma TI , C.M .G ., th e Oba o 

Benin. 

r 

\ 
( 
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His Honour: 
The question is ihal lite House do now resolve itsd f into 

Committee to stud)· t.he !'lauses of the Nigeria Oil l 1 alm l>rocluC'e 
:Marketing Board. 

H O?tse 1'n C O?n'l11 ·i U ec . 
Clause 60. 

The Resident, Abeokuta Province : 
Your Honour, I move that clause GO (b) be ameuJell as 

reeommended .in S~lect Committee. 
Amendment app1·oved. 
Cla'use 60 as rwwncled. 
Cla·iue 62. 

The Resident, Abeokuta Province: 
Your Honour, I move that clause 62 be amended by adding the 

Jll'O'i;iso recommended in Select Committee. 
Anwndment app1·o·ved. 
Clause 62 as amended. 
House reswmed. 

The Resident, Abeokuta Province: 
Your I-Jo]wur, I report tbe Bill for the Nigeria Oil Palm Procluee 

Marketing Ordiuanc:e, 1 B4!l, from Committee with five amendment-s. 

His Honour: 
'l'he question is '"' 'l'!t:d (.hi::; House clu :tclvisc Hi::; ExC't~ ll e n<' y l:l1t ~ 

Governor that this Hill is acceplnhlt~ to t.he House with five nntc·tul
ments as stated". 'l'hosp in favour SU.) ' "Aye", t.ho::;e in llH· 
c:ont.rary ' 'No" . 'l'he "Aye::;" ha vl' il. 

The Acting Resident, Oyo Province : 
Your Honour, I rise to present the l'<'t>Ul't of the t)elect Committee 

on the N igeria Cotton Marketing Ordinance, whieh rends:- . 

" H was agreecl in Select Committee as follo,vs:-

(a) rl'hat u. provi ::;o be added to eb u::;e -t-2. (1) to read thu;:;:-

'Proviso': ProYiclecl that in giving :1ny direetion under this 
::;ttb-sedion the Marketing Boanl slwll have regarc1 to the 
interesis of Nigeria11 industries. For the purpose of this 
~ub-sedion ilte Mu.rketi11g Board sha ll have Tegar<l to the 
f;igeri: 111 lll\less :tll 1 he sh:Uc'holclers . :ll'e ll:ll iYeS of 
Nigeria.' 

(/J) 'l'hat n proviso be aLlcle;l i:o dause 42 (:2) to read t.hu;:; :-. 

'Proviso': J>rovidc~cl that the :Marketino· Board ma-y issue a 
0 • . 

genern I I ic :ettc·c· for t be export of f'mct.ll qun.ntiti es of 
1·nHon sc'<·d oil , 1101 <'.xc·r,pd i11g four p:n l.lnns , ns :lcrom
p:tltic·d Ill' l.lll:ll ' l 'l lllljl!lllic•d pc•J'Silll:il c·ft'c~~~ ( :-; OJ' hy P<II'<'PI 
post '. ·' 

. . '1, .... ~ 
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The First Member for the Oyo Province (Chief I. B. Akinyele, 
o.B.E.~ the Osi Balogun of Ibadan): 
Your llollutu·, 1 ril'ie to He<'.oll<l. 

His Honour: 
'rh t· que~1ion is tlt:tt ilti~ 1-lon:-;e <1o now l'esolve itself into 

Committee to consider tlte ren>mmetubi ions of the Select. Committee. 
lio·usc in C'olllllll.tfPe. 
( 'la 11 s (' -l:l . 

The Acting Resident, Oyo Province : 
Your Honour, I move that ('luuse 42 be :.unelHlec.l aH rPC~i>lnmended 

in Seled Commitiee. 
_-! ·m end m ents app·ru rl'rl. 
Claus e 4.2 as a·m endetl. 
f{ o·use 'J·es lnn cd. 

The Acting Resident, Oyo Province : 
Your Honour, I r eport. the Bill for the Nigeria. Cotton Marketing 

Ord ina nee, 1 D4!J , hom Committee with three amendments. 

His Honour: 
Tlw question i:-; " 'L' lud t.hi:-; HouHe do aclvi;.;e His Excellency the 

Governor that this Hill is aceeptable to this House with three 
mneudmeut:-; " as stated by the proposer. Those in favour 
sa .\· · ' Aye '' , those to the eon trn.ry . '' No ''. 'rhe '' Ayes '' have · 
iL 

The Secretary, Western Provinces : 
Tour Honour, I rise to move the r e::;olution sta.n.ding in my name, 

that thi ::; Hoi.lse do appoint three m embers t.o the Shadow Oil Palm 
:Produce H.epn•:-;enb.tive . Committee in aecordanee with clause 30 of 
the Nigeria Oil .Pnlm Pro<hwe Mnrlwting Board Rill. 

'l'he Bill under whirh these appointments are to be made has 
:tlrParl~· heen f·onRirt ert><1 by tht~ House at the present meeting. The 
Hoard all<1 CoJJllltittetJ;-; to he esbhlishecl UlH1er t.he ]3ill n.re H:-i yet 
" Slwclow" only, an<1 will renwin so until the Bill become::; lu.w. 
'l'hP)' ltav<-~ hnc1 to be establi:-;hec1 iu advance to deal with the large 
rttllltlH'r ol' ntaU<·rs <'.oll<'<'l'lling ih<~ lltarlwi.ing- of palm produce whir.h 
lH't'd urge at <t tten tion. 'l'he MPm bers hn. ve already been co11s ulted 
by eoJTeApou<l en<'e on til e subject of these appointments and they 
have m et already to di:-;('u:-;:-; it . It now remains for the :Members 
to ratify these appointmeub , and Your Honour, I beg t o move. 

The Acting Secretary (Finance), .Western Provinces : 
Tour Honour, l b eg- to ~<~ <'OIH1. 

• 
The Hon. the Oba Aderemi, c.M.G., the Oni of Ife: · 

Your Honour, in aecordanre with the decision reached by the 
U nofficinl M:em h ers I beg to move the following persons be meinbers 
of the Committee:-
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:Jir S. A. Aki11fenwa of Iba(lan. 
( :hi t'f ~; Pnrge Adetula, the Sa:-:;hen~ of Owo. 
:Jir HPl'('e Eflukugho of \Varri. 

[Dec . 18,19+S 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turto11, 
the Risawe of llesha) : 
Your Honour, I heg !o :-W('Ollll. 

His Honour: 
'J'Ill• que:-:;i:im1 is that tl1is Motion is :t<·<·cpL:tble Lu the House. · 

'l'hus<\ iu favour ~ay '' A_yt:~ ", thu~e to the euntrary " No " . 'l'he 
· 'A '' l 't yes wve 1 • 

The Secretary, Western Provinces: 
Your Honour, lri:-:;e to JIIOYe t lH' n ·solu!ion f;L\ ndiug iu m;y nan1 e, 

· that thi:=; House do appoi1d· four N igPri:tn 1' 11nHi('inl M(•rn hen; to lw 
memlll•rs of the Shadow \\r t ! sl - t ~ l'll Cotton 1tepn•,;(•ntat.iVt:! Committee 
in a.cconlance with Clause :~2 (d) of the N ig·pria Cotton Marketing 
]~ill. 

The eircumt;tances of these appoinint(~ n h; are precisely the f:'mne 
as the appointments for the Slwflow Oil .Palm Vroflure H.Pp rt'st>nt:l
hve Committee. :MembPrs :1n~ How lwing <1:--lkPfl to ratify 
provisional appointments. . 

Your Hm10ur, I beg to llloYe . . 

The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces : 
Your Honour, I beg to :it'<'OIHl. 

The Hon. the Oba Aderemi, c.M.C., the Oni of Ife: 
Your ·Honour, we JwYe di :-;f'll:i;..;l'd this nlattl'l ' in our llll 'l'l in g aud 

I b eg to move that. 1-lw follo\\·iag- lw :tppoitlit•d tu Sl'l'Ye on t he 
Slwdnw \Y f'st.t-•rn (;oiJon Rl'Jll'<'st•ni at i ,.<. ('<Ill! Ill it I<'<' :--

:Mr J. l!'. F . Elegbede of :Md~o. 
Chief Obanla of ljero. 
)fr .J. 0. Akinacle of O):n. 
Chief Ilabo, the Onog}p of l .h i:tja. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 
¥ (Jl.ll' II (Ill() lll', 1 hq.~· t () S(-'(' 01 J( l. 

His Honour: 
Th<_; quP~tion is ·: 'J'lwi this motion is <W('!~ phtbl e to tht> lTousp " . 

TlHl:"lt~ in favour say' ' Aye" , those ttl t h e ('ont.rnry ··No'' 'l'he 
' · A yes '' haYP it. 

The Secretary, Vvestern Provinces : · 
Yonr Hmwur. l rise to move the resolution sbnd iug in my name 

th:tl tl1is Hous<' tlo appoint lwi.\\'Pen fo11r and eight ·cnotti('ial 
::\I em he1·s from it:-; JmmbPr t.o bP members of the Shadow \V1Jstern 
H.egiimal Prothwtioll DPYt>lopltllJllt Bn:tnl in <IITonbn('e " -dh Oi 

d:n1se -tO (1· ) of the Xig-t'rin Oil Palm Pmdlu·e ~Inrkding Bill. 

c 
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:Mem berN hn n~ already sl'en and n ppt·o,·ed t.his Hill allll there is 
no nt~l'<l for llll' to NU..Y more on the :mb.ie<·t. lt is t-.l1e desire that. the 
D evPlovment Ho,ud should sbrt wmk a::; early as pw;::;ible and this 
Huu,.;e i::;, therefore , nsked to <t ppuiu t. members to the Sh,tclow 
J3oa.r<l. Xo provisio11~d llll'll11wrs han~ .Yd b ee n :1ppointecl to this 
J~ o:u<1 n:-< 111 the <'.:IS<-) of Cotto n :ln<l Vnh11 Oil Rt:~pre::;enbt.ive 
Committees. 

~ Your Honour, I bt:•g- 1 o ntovt~ . 

The Acting· Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces : 
Your Honour, I beg to ~:>eeollfl. 

The Hon. the Oba Aderemi, c.M.G., the Oni of Ife: 
Your Honour, \Y e have Jiseussell this mutter iu our m eet iug antl 

-I beg to move ihat th e following b e appointed to Sl'l'Ve on the 
Blwdo\V ltegioual .Produetiun Develupmeut Buanl:

( : hit~f A. Soei.:tll, t.Jw A1·o of ]{lqni.a. 
'J' l1t~ Houuurable () .I. Obaseki. 
'J'IlL~ Honourable T. A. 0<lu1ol:!, o.II.E. 

Mr .T. H. A1·ifaJn. 
Tilt-~ Ho11onrahle AkiupPlu <>bist•:-<:ln , o.B . J~. 

:l\h E. A . Sall<lu. 
C lli<·f .l e,.;:-;n Ug·horu. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 
'Your Honour, l beg- lo :--e<'ond. 

His Honour: 
'Jl~t• <tn e8tiou is " 'l'hut. this ~Iot.ion i:-; n. c <·t~phlb l e Lo the House " . 

'l'lw:::;e in favour say '' Ayt• " , 1hose 1o tht• contrnry •· No". The 
" .. :\ yes " k1ve it. 

The Second Nominated Member (The Hon. Akinpelu Obisesan, 
O.B.E.): 
Ymn · Honmtt·, l !'lc;t· 1o lliOV<' til<' -Motio11 shln<ling 111 lll,\' name 

,,-J, idt r e:l<ls:-

" \Ylu.! reas His Ex<·ellL•w·.v U1e Uuvt•l'llOl' sbiec.l in his OJH'll

i ng :-<pee(' It :.d. 1 lw last lll<~ t~hng· of ihe Legislative Council 
1hat JJ e propose<l tu set up u ~elect Ctimmittee to review 
iht~ p:.,: i :·d i ng- Constitution following the Budget Session 
in l!J-t~. aml wherea ~:> HiH Excellency emphasised the 
importmH·e of an ad ecp.l<lte expression of public oj)iniuu, 
lw it. l't':-'ol n·<l, t ltt"l'don·, witJH,ut pl'ej utliee t o i.ltt· 
<lel i lwr:dion s of :III ,Y Sl'lt·<·1. ( ~ Oillllltih• e of th e L eg-isbtin• 
( 'oun< · il 1o h<· sd up h.v Hi s 11;;-;<·<· lll'ti<'Y to l'X<Illlillt> tilt• 
('olls1itttlion , ll1at. :llT: lllg'<'lll<'llts be made ut :1 :Proviul'i:d 
l (:•vel for full di srussion of the working of the Constitu
ti-oll in tlw \\~est.t•l'll Provim•ps nn<l that th0 r esults of 
1his lw <·onRi<l<·l'P<l hy ihis Housp " 
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I feel it -is h:mll y ueee::;::;:n·y 1m llW to :->!Jeak at l ength on this 
~lotion ::; iw:e Hi :-: Ex<'ell ell<'V nitcl Your Houoti.r have ~ ta.tell wha t 
GoYenuneu t'::; in ten hon i:-; 1··egardi ng t.lw n !visiun u f the exi::;tiug 
Con:-:htution; Sir, but it. iti pl ~ d. ine nt iu tlti:-; r.unnection to rder -to 
a porhou of Lord Milvedon '::; i:t:-:(. hrillian1 :-:p eN~h to the Legislat ive 
Counc·il on 1h(• ~<Hit da y of August, ]!J-fl. H e said , '' I am pl l~ased 
1u he:tl' tha t tht> ltegional Hou:->es und er the new ConRhtuhon are 
alrea-d y making 1.lu·ir prese lll'P felt, awl have alrea<1y given eviden ce 
of an ndive c•.mt :-> hud.iYe in1en~ :-; t in url'air:->. aml n cl etennination to 
t ake their pla ee iu ::;lm.ping them. May their stature continue to 
grow " Thi::; t C:'Htilllouy coming' f rom th e Fa th er of t he constitu
tion is a great tribute to the publie-::;piriteclness of the m em U l~rs iu 
the three R egions aml in partil'u br to Your Honour and th e officers 
t~ening under you for n ll the trouble taken to remove doubtl'3 in 
1he mincl:-; of 1lw peopl1~ :1:-: t.o what Government's intention was i11 
giving the preseut const it ution to Nigeria. The Constitution if 
r evi :-:ecl will pass i t f:l first stage to th e ::;econcl and if experien ce 
ju:-;1-ifies furtla·r r evision, l have 110 dou.bt that as in the presen t c a:s t.~ 
Uovermn ent woulcl ,not hl• :->ibte to make anoth er move. Y our 
Honour, I beg t-o move. 

The First Member for the Oyo Province (Chief I. B. Akinyele, 
o.B.E. , the Osi Balogun of Ibadan) : 
Your Honour, I beg to second. 

His Honour: 
The Motion as proposed by the Honourable Member is not in 

exactly' the same terms as the :Motion which was originally put 
forward and circulated to Members, and I ask l eave of the Hou:-:e 
that. the Motion in its original form should be withdrawn and th e 
Uotion in its present fan~ should be substituted therefor. Those 
in favour say " Aye " ' those to the C'OJltrary " No " rrhe 
' · Ayes " have it. . 

The Secretary, W.estern Provinces : 
Your Honour , I rise to tmppm·t. this Mo1 ion. 

It is this sort. of Motion whi<~h makeH u:-; all l'onficleil t that our 
Constitut ion as it st~nds , un-amended , un-r eviewed , is based on Stll ·e 
foundations and already developing on :mre line:-:. 

Front an . r noffil'i:d :Member of thi:-: HollH( ~ Wl-! l'e('.eive the first 
('Oncrete proposal for a method to c·:nT~· out His Excellen cy'H 
purpose, so wirlely applaucl ecl, of r eviewing OUt' Constitution. vVe -;11 

lHtve all probably been turning these mat ters over in our miuch 
nud perhaps some of u R have come to th e sam e conclusion, that the 
procedure sugg ested in thi::; Motion should be followed, but the 
honour of putting it into con cr ete form goes to th e Honourable the 
Second N m11 i na1ecl Mem bt>r. He must 11H~ rpfore be congratulated. 

~'l o st ProYill<'t ':-> haYe 'n-~11 estnblish ecl Prm·inc·-ifll Cmmnittees and, 
i f nll :-:hn<l eR of o·pi nion are to be eon :-: ul11·cl, i C is i'3 tll'ely right that 
l'O ll:·ml1:d.ion :-:houlll i-ii:11't ther e, and PYe tt [ woulcl H <t~r . " ·it-l10ut 
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sngge~t.ing ally Hllll'lJlhllellt. lo lht~ :Motion, al, the Divisional lenl. 
At each of these level~ there i~ e.xeellen t machinery fo 'r con~ul ti ug
llot only Xatiw ;\utlwl'i1it·s, lml also all 1nembers of the publie 
who are iufonllt•d uJul i11tere~ted iu such matters. As Hi~ 
Excellency has clirectt ~ cl , it 1:-< t•ssential tluit all shatles of opiuion 
shmtld be c·onsttlled. 

Your Honour, I c·ongratulu I e i he :Mover of this Motion allll I am 
sure all in this House ·will join m e in supporting it. 

The Second Member for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton;
the Risawe of I Iesha) : 
Your Hnnom·, T support tltis lltotjon. 

His Honour: 

':rhe qnesiiou is " 'l'hni. i lit• tllotion is aece1Jtable to this House ~' . 
':rlwse in favour say " Ayt• :·. iltm.;e lo tltP t·ontr:uy "Ko ". · TJ1 e 
" Ayes " lmve it. 

His Honour: 
Before I move the adjonnllJJt'lli, t!Jt' t'P Hl'l' just one or i.\Yn poinis 

that I would likt:> to mnkP. 

First of :tll l mntld likt · (t, t'tlltgT:tluLtlt' ~tl'tllber;o:; oJ th e Hun;-;t• 
of A.ssembl.v on th e lti .!..!· h st:t1ttl:1nl of tht• SJlL't'l'hes which haY e bee11 
m nde at this Session iu this House. I tltiuk tlt:d we ~an eongrnt.nlnlt• 
ourselves on developing in thiR r es pect in a highly satisfado1·y wn:v. 
Members kuow just whnt they want io sn.v and :Memht~l'R say il. 
'Ihe RJH·•Peltes mosHy are not of g-re:tt leHgth , hut tJwy nre packed 
witl1 m eal . I al so fec•l th:d. the :dlllURpht:>n• of this Houst• through
out tilt~ Deh:lil' !t:ts bel'll one o[ fril'll<ll.\·· t·o-operatioll, which is 
~melt an t~sst~ntial ingre<li eni in :my development of this eountry 
a long til L· rigltt 1 int~:-:; . Mauy qne:-;tiuus have been :\skecl by C 11offirinl 
iii embers, :111 tl I rongra tulatt:> t.lte Oftieinl :Mem hers on the clarity 
and ihoi·ong-hness with which they have :.mswerell these questions , 
and :111S\\'t're cl them, T hope' , to iltt• satisfndion of the questi<;ners. 
Somt• 111:11 lt•rs (!tntld !ltd lw iin:tlisPcl h t:• l "f-', hut l am sure that t.ht• 
Oiiki al Mt~mlwrs will ht ~ ill pnins to w·t. ull Utt~ infmlll:liiun 'tlt,tt is 
n·qn ired nntl will p;tss it on i11 tlut' t·otll 's t• t.11 the ~It~mbe1 ·s in 
qut>slio11 , and tlut( , (If t'lltll':'t', is tllll' of lltt• gTeat. poiuts ;,t a Hegionnl 
Suh-C.\ mllltiltet• lo h ' l'P the C tmf-!ic·ial Members of Liti s House in 
touch v-·ii It the D epnrtnHmtal ael ivii iPs which are g'('ing on in th e 
·\\T estern J>rcwill(' <'~s. 'rhe Yalue of a speerh does hot depe11cl upon its 
len g th. tL c1Ppem1s 1.1pon whai the RpeeC'h <'nnt.nins of c·onst rul'tin~ 
l:l'il il· is.ill :tllcl of Y:thwhlt• sugg-e;-;tions. 

\ I aJ1 l :;11n· I lt:ti vou :til \\'ill lw piP:I ~·Wfl to lw:tr t.his l.t~legnllll whieh 
! I n·c ·(~ i ,.Pel vt•s( !'l'(lH , . from a. vc>. rv nhl friend of mine, :1 ncl :1. Yery olfl 
I . • • . • 

:-'frit·lHl of a gn':lt m :Jj(n11 y of lht' ~ft•mhers of this Holl sl' , .which reads 
( :t s follows:-

\ 
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•.· Addressed io l be Chid Con1miosiontJr, I hadan. 

:Members of Ensh•rn House of As:·wmbly and myself much 
:ipprel'iate tht· kin(111l essagt-• of yourself an~l the \'Vestern Hou::;e. 
\\' e lwa r(ily l'l!<'i pro1·alt' your good wishes and convt•y our good 
\Yill autl a:;suntnt·e of the fuiiPst. ('O-operatiou towards tht• 
]ll'OgTPss of N ig-Prin. 

llYI\E-N OTT , 

Chief ConL?nis$·z:oner , 

Easte·rn P ·ro ?J ince$," 

'J'ht~ re was o1w ll1<tl.Ler whicl1 wn;o; rai se<l in this Hou::;e, It. i::; n. 
mutter , incidentally , whi<·h wa ::; raised with lll e personally iu a very 
l<tq.~·e num her of the plucPs which I visit in my tours in the \ Vester n 
ProYinees, and llwt is wh,v is it. thougld so 111u!'h is being don e for 
oth L• r pln ces :nul so liU le bl'ing- done for us~ 'L'lwt (ple::>tio n wns 
raised in debn tr, ruul two MendJers answering on beha 1£ of Govern
ment poiuted out t.hnt. th ey rlitl not l'oilsidLH' that the Province
for t h e ndm'inistra t iou of whi ch they are· respom-lible to me-hncl 
been lll'g"leeted, and [ :1 skecl tlw St_•c retary Finance in the short time 
avai lab le if l1 e co ul(l get me :fi gm·es tn prove, or to disprove, t:I1e 
t'on t-e niion tlwt hYo Pmvin ces did not receiYe their fair share in the 

. wn y of expt>nditUJ'l' . \Yell , C'urionsly r·nough, the population of the 
two l'rovi1wes B enin :1111l \Y:tni, :1n ~ in t ht• ratio of I io 2 to the 
n~sl of the \Yt·:·dl'l'll l'roYin cPs , :ulll as n·g-:tnl s :tn•n, tht~,\' ; tl'l ~ in :1-lwu.l: 
th e snme ratio . Ancl il is :1 p;ldi r ularly inter cs t.iug thing io note 
that l:lwir- <'xp endilu1'P tnla)n fmn1 Hegional Estimntt•s gives a ratio 
of expenditure in tllll:'H~ two ProYill<'t's of jusl nbou( th e same-a 
rn.tio of 1 to ~; :mtl so br ns it is poss ibl e to say by looking at 
figures , Wl' f':tn sn.\· tlull wt ~ an · SIH'tHling as mneh money in that 
group of Provinces ns ·is bPing- speul in t.ltt' other fnur Provinces 
that go to llJ.ake up the \Vestern .Provinces . rrhat expenditure does 
110t inr luCi e money spent n t t lw Hen(lqunrters of the \Vest ern 
J>rovinf'es on what we mi g ht (':tll (\·ntr:d H.egional ex pendi t ure. 

It is alwnys n great pleasure to u s h er e to welcome observers from 
other · parts of the "~ esh' rn Provincl's , al1ll we hope that we cun 
organise this in future in surl1 :1 way that we cnn get a re8 son·abl e 
nnmlwr of people who arc~ r eally kt>t~n 011 the development of tlw 
\VPsl<'l'll Rc~gion to rm1w h ert> nll<l lo 1 is ten to our debates and to 
take a h ealthy inten•st in wlwt is goiug- ou, so tllnt they may go back 
nfter the Hous<} hns adjourned nml tell their p eople just. how the 
machine 1vorks in the \Y es tern R.Pgion. 

\\rt> lHwe listen ed ton motion l>y the Honourable Obisesnu concern
ing th e new Co nsitutim1. Going nnmd t.he \Vestern Provinces <ti~.._l· 
<li s< ·ussi n g- til<~ Consti tution with :1 lnrg-e number of young people, 
I hnYe di s<·nyer r cl t·hat th (•re is a mosl nhysmal ig nornuce of what 
th e Cnn stiln t inn is. The gTeat number of my li steners, keen though 
tiH•y :1J'P 011 politics :md th e political development of thP country, 
rould not possihl:y pnsR th r simplest examinntion. on thP LPgislntiYe 
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bocly, either Legislative Couneil or ihe House of Chiefs in the 
N Ol'th or the Houses of As:->embly iu the other 'three groups of 
l)roviuces. They sinqJly <lo not know the fir::;t thing about the 
Government of their own eounh~'. I am not :-ruggesting that there 
is any fn ul t l yiug at their d nor in their ignornn('e, hut a:-; we an~ 
now going to have the new Coustit.utiou in the uear future under 
review, it is of vital importance that people should not only hav~~ 
icleas a:-; to what t.h(;He improv~mwnb should be, but they shoul<1 
alRo have some idea of how they are made. I therefore propose to 
luwe printed a pamphlet-a simple pamphlet-which states factually 
just what the Constitution is, consisting of the Legislative Council, 
Houso of A:-;:-;cmldy. :1ncl S<l on, with tl1c IU111H~s. of those in Uw 
\Ve:·dl'l'll l'nwine<·s. 'l'lwt, 1 lwpe, will get \\·itlely and wisely 
<1istributed :-;o as to givt) peo1Jle a knowledge of what iH the present 
Con:-;t.itution so that they are nble to get a greater knowledge to 
mnke suggestions ns to what t.he future Constitution should he. 

rrhat, Gentlemen, brings me to the end of the remarks which I 
have proposed to make, UlH1 I will fiuall,,· end by ·wishing yo-l1 all 
a very happy Christmas and prosperous New Year, not only for 
yourselves, but also for nll t.he- people you represe1it here in this 
Region. 

rrhe HottHe will HOW ~uljutu'll sine lhe. 

H rJ11se arljou·rned at, }() .. '] a. '/11 .. s1:ne d·ie. 


