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FOREWORD 
19l;1 - 62 

Growing public intereBt in our National Archives 

·.:rn.s a timulated b~ broadcast talks from the Department's 

staff, by the !JUblicC~tion of the pa11phlet "IUieria's 

1'1ational Archi vee" and two Exhibi tiona held in the Northern 

Ticgion. 

2. 1 am happy to note the great increase in the number 

of se::l.Pchcrs ancl enn\lit'ics rcc0ivc:;d by the Department t h is 

ycnr. In responee to this deml'lnd, the Photographic Division 

came into Ol>eration to pi'OVide photostat and microfilm copies 

of valuable documents. 

( AJ A NWACHUlill) 
Federal Minister of Education, 
Lo.gos • 
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THE ~IXTH ANNUAL REPO~T ON THE WORK OF 
THE NATIONAL ARCHD.~S OF NIGERIA 1961 - 6£. 

Establishmeni_and Personnel. 

The strength of the established staff ~s provided for 

in the Esttmates was 71. This shows an increase o,f 8 over · · · ' 

the figure f'or the preeedinp,: year. The · sn17lm~.r·y details 

ar•e as f'ollows : -

Professional Staff 

Executive Staf'f' 

Technical Staf:f 

Clerical Sta.cr· 

Others . .. . . . . 

... .. 

. . . 

. . . 
it •• 

• 
. .. 

.... . 

. ... 

. . . 

15 

3 

11 

29 

....1.2_ 

~Zl= 

The actual Gtrengt!l ot: t he department, ~ll parll<s , 36 at 

the 31st of' March 1962 W2A 105. This re·prcsent·s nn increase 

of' 10 over the figure for the l:.::wt yeGr. 

2 . Th~ disposition of the availetble staff ss at . the . 31st 

of' Mo.rch 1962 reveals the :temporary nature of the depart-

mental establishment. The heanq.uarters of'i'ice r..t Ibadan 

which oper'atee in 'the only perrrianctlt bu1lding mvnt~d by the 

department has a strength ·of' 72: the l{aduna of.fi8e which 

functions in two temporary tenements h qs 18 officers of all 

ranks; the Enu[';u Off'ice which iS organized in an ·uncompleted 

building ht~ s a staff o:r fi:ftee11. A better distr-ibution of' 

s taff' wil-l be achieved v1hen the bu:i,.lclinz projects _now in progress 

8t Kaduna and Enugu are completed during 1962. 

3. The major staff changes during the year included the 

r ecruitme nt of' three Archivi~ts- Messrs A. Anyimbu, J .-C. Enwere 

:..nd G.A.~\. Aded~.pe and the transfer of Mr. s.s. Waniko~ Senior 

Archivist to the Northern Region Aamj nistrative Service as a Senior 

Assistant Secretary on 1st of Octobe r 1961. Mr. Wani~o joined the 

National Archives i n Sep tember 1956 . He was posted to Kaduna in 

1957 whe r e he played an important part in the founding and develop-

ment of the Kaduna Branch Office. With the . exc-eption of' a bri-et' 
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spell in 1957/58, when he attained a 6 months' course of 

instruction in Britain, . he headed the office continuously 

from the time of' its foundation till the time of his 

trEms~e:r ·~· The department· will long remember his pioneering 
; 

work a t · Ka,duna a-nd wishes 'him the best of luck in his new 

career. 

Organi·za ti on 
/".· 

4. The O.epa;r-tment continued to be ·organized in previous 

years in thre-e main of'fi ces. The of'f'ic e at Ibada.n remains 

the temporary head~u~rters of the institution and caters 

f'or the rec6ras'·;~6(fl'if"l-ed in the ·Federal Capital and the 
' 

Western Region. The offices at ·Kaduna and Enugu administer 

the records assembled in the Nortbern and Eastern Regions 

respectively. 

Record Acquisition 

5. There was cons~de,rable increase in the number of 

records acquired in all. ~tir offices . during the year. An 
.··· ' ~ 

impoi~~t · f~ctor ·~n . ~hi:;~ ·. 4evelopment is t~e o.o'"~op_er.ation 
' . . ' · ~ 

.~. .. . 

receiv.e cl .from the · Orga·~i';z.·e. tion and Methods Unit of' the 

Federal ; ·Ministry of Esta;baishments. A circular issued by 

the Unit called the atte.ntion of all Federal Authorities 

to the :f'unctions and r.eJi~t:>nsibili ties. of' the Nationa l 
. .;. lt·.·· l . . 

. ~:-: 

Archives in matters connected with the disposal of' non-

current records and requested these bodies to arrange for 

the transfer of. all such records to the National Archives 

for · permanent preser·vation and reference .. The response to 

this call was swift and effective and as a result the 

Piaison activities of the o.epartment have increased to an 

unprecedented degree. 

6. In the Western Region, a circular letter addressed to 

all those administrative organs who have not taken advantage 

o:f' the :f'acilities provided by the National Archives 

produced a similar reaction. Circulars were issued by the 

governments of the Northern and Eastern Regions in the 
•••• • 3/-
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preced.ing y ear s.nct h ave continued to h av e their desired 

effects. 

Tours ·-
7. The importa nt tours undertaken from headquarters 

during the yea r for the purpose of collecting records 

include visits to Lagos (6 times) Warri (twice), Akure 

( h vice), and Oshogbo (twice). The records a cquired 

dur i ng these tours include those .of the former Nigerian 

Secre t a r:i. a t, Lagos, Warri Provincial Office, the Commissioner 

or the Colony 1 Akure Division Provincial Authorit;y, Oshogbo 

Divisional Office, King's College, Lagos, Ministry of' Commerce 

ai.'ld I no.ustri es, the Department of Marketing and Exports, the 

:Driv c;. t e papers of' the late Revo Oke of the United Native 

Africa::-1 Church a nd those of the late Mr. Coker of Agege. 

8. The tours organized from the Kaduna Branch Office 

for the purpose of acquiring official records included 

Visits to Kano, Yola, Makurdi and Keffi. The records acquired 

include the archives of the Kano High Court, Yola and Makurdi 

~~ovincial Offi c es and the Keff'i District Office. 

9.. More extensive tours were organized by the Manuscript 

Di v ision of the Kaduna Branch Office for the purpose of 

a cc;tuiring Arabic Manuscripts. These included visits to va.rious 

yl ac es in Bauchi, Bornu, Adamawa, Sarda.una and Benue Provinces. 

1 o. Tours vvere organized from the Branch Office at Enugu to 

Ar-·ochuku, Afi k:po, Oni tsha (twice) , Uyo, Udi and Obudu a nd 

i mportant admi nis tra tive recorc1s · i;ver e as s embled from these 

:pl a ces . 

Cther De,Eosit s 

~ ·1 • I·!.ctny records '.Yere t ransferred t o the National Archives 

Ke.dunc:-, by Regi on !J. l Agenci es on theil'"' ovm volition and initiative. 

'rhe p rincipal cleposi t ors v.rere the Ministries of Land and Surveys, 

.t.gri cul ture, .AI1..in1al Health and Forestry, Fj_na nce, Loca l Government' 

-:-.r,oc.c c:.:1d I nclv.st-;·:y and He a lth. 

• ••• Q ••• 4/-
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Stat i stics of Records Assembled - - ---
12. Th e volun t ary t ransfer of recor ds f ro m Nigeri a~ 

publi c agencies has resulted in the acqu:.l.si tion of vas -4-

ac cessions. ·On a,c:count of t he vast nurr:.ber i nvolved .\) many 

of the records a cquired will r emain unpr ocess ed and unclas sifi ed 

for many months o 

13o The f ol l owing table provides a rou~~ es timate of the 

records acqui red at headquar t er s during t he year:

( a ) Niger ian Secretariat , Lagos • 0 .. •• • 933 pieces 

Pr ovinc i al Off16e, Wa r r i • • • • • • (b) 

. (c) 

(d) 

Of f i ce of the .-Comrriis s ione r of the Colony 

Aku r e Division Provinc_ial Autho.ri t y 

(e ) King ' s Coll ege, Lagos " . .. .... • • • 
\ 

(f) Oshogbo Divisional Offi ce • • 0 . .. . 
(g ) Federal Ministry of Commerce and 

.I nd.ust r y j Lagos ••• . () . 
(h ) Depa r t ment of Marketin g and Exp orts , Lagos 

(i ) Coker Collec tion 

(j ) Oke Collect i on 

• •• 

.. . 
• • • 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • . .. "' 

6,000 II 

6,325 II 

3,1 01 II 

667 It 

1 0 ,ooo lr (Appr . ) 

3,000 II It 

2, 000 " It 

1 ,oq6 II 

228 " _ .. _.._._....._...,.. 

.. 

32, 31 2 piec <;s (Appr . ) 
= ===· ::: ::::: ::-:: :::. :: = ::-:= 

1 4 . More a ccurate fi gures ha ve been kept ab out the r e c ords· 

a cqui r e d at t h e Kad1.ma ;Branch Office . The de t a ils a re as follovrs ;-

Of..ti£.;@.1. Re cor.:£§; 

(a) Kana Hi gh Court .. ... .. 0 • 0 . . :,;. 1 ,1~.7 pie ce s 

(b) Provinc i al Off ice , Yola :. 492 " •• 'ft. .. .. 
(c) Provincial Off ice, Makur d i 3,073- 11 • • • 
(d ) District Office, Keffj 595 " ••• . . .;; 
(e) Mini s t r y of Land and Survey , Ka d1.:n(.;. 21 9 II 

(f) Minist r y of Agr icul t -...Lre , Kaduna ~ ,421 II 
" "' . 

(g) Minis t ry of Ani ma l B.e·:~.l th and 
Forestry, Kad1.ma LJ:11 II .... • • • 

(h) Ministry of Financ e , Kaduna 81 8 II . . ~ 
( 1.) Mi nistry of' Local Governmen t, Kadu.na 666 " 

~ • • • 0 • 5/ 
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(~) Minist:::'y of Trade and Industry, Kaduna 541 pieces 

(k) Mirnstry of He alth, Kaduna .... • • • ••• 12 poo " 
Total 

jf'..£:~1:.;s:...J2a!lus c !' i pt s_ 

Bauchi Province 0 u v • • 0 • • • 

Bornu Province . • 0 0 g • • • • • 

(a) 

(o) 

(~) Adamawa and Sardauna Provinces 

(d) B9nue Prc-;,nnc e 0 • • • • • • •• 

21 ,683 II 

============= 

498 Manuscripts 

284 

269 

II 

II 

235 ·-~ 
1 '286 II 

========== 
15$ I n r.:.dd :1. ... :lon~ a :r.r~.;rnbe'r of records ";:.hat we re remove·d to the 

Headc_:utlrters >."eposi tory d"t:ring the early day s of the department were 

returned ·c o Kac1:una o The de tails are as f ollows:-

(a) M.:;_n1 stry of Works, Kaduna . . .. ••• 293 pieces 

(b) Minist ry o~ Health, Kaduna 226 " . . . • • • 

(c) Provincial Office, Ilorin 32 " • • • • • • 

(d) J?r;_so:n ;)epar·!:;ment, Kaduna 341 II 
• • 0 ••• 

(e) Depa rtment of .r.[;l·icul ture, Kaduna _j_Q. II 
• • • 

902 " 

·1 6 . .:t.1 importan t gJ.ft comprising 1 L~ olo. photographs of the cities 

of Northern N1ge::.." i a and officer's of the Ro;;ra: Nige r Company was made 

t o ihe Branch Office by Mr. Fraser, the Reg1cnal Public Relations 

Off1cer of the United Africa Co. of Nigeria (Ltd.), Kaduna. 

4 7~ Th e following accessions were acqu1red at the Branch Office 

.. ' 1'Lt2;U : -

(a ) hrochuk.u Distr•-'Lc t Off:i ce . . ., • • • 240 pieces 

(b ) Ai'ikpo Distric t Office • • • • • • 21 6 II 

( c) On~tsha Provincial Office •• • " . . 148 II 

(d) Uy o Di vis i onal Off ice • • • ••• 2,000 II 

(e) Ud2 DiVlSjonal Office • • • ••• 200 " 
(f) District Office Enugu •• 0 • • a 24 II 

(g) Dis trict Off ice Degerna • 0 0 . . .. gg_ II 

2,848 " 
====== 

I n a cld1 t i on to off t c ~ al. recorci s. th e contacts mad.e t :1 Brass led to the 
...... 6/ 
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Provinces" (57 pp.) was compiled by Mr. s. So Wanilco, 

Senior Archivist. 

(ix) A rr..imeograph list entitled "A Descriptive Catalogue 

of Early Lugard ~ Sultan of Sokoto Correspondence, 

including . A Description of 1. 31 Arabic Letters found 

in Sokoto in 1 903 11 (24 pp.) was compiled by Mr$ s. So 

Waniko 9 Senior Archivist and Mallam s. D. Ilyasu, 

Assistant Executive Officer (Archives). 

38. All these works are adequately supported by Introduc tions, 

Prefaces, Indexes and Appendices$ 

30 ..,. In addi tioTI. to these works, ~;in essay entitled ''The 

Construction of Archive Buildings in Tropical Countries" was, at 

the request of the "International Historical Association of the 

Indian Ocean" compiled by Mr. L. C~ Gwam. The essay would form 

a chapte!:' in a "Manual of Tropical Archives" which the organization 

proposes to publish. The work will be edited by Mr. Y. Perotin, 

Director of the Archive Services of the Department of' the Seine 

and the City of Paris and printed in English and French by the 

Schoo"i of Haute s Etude.s of Paris. · 

~hibitions 

40. Two arc:h i ve exhibitions were organized 'b;y the Branch Office 

The ~irst was arranged at the request 
at Kaduna during the year. 

Secretary of the Histor i cal Society of Nigeria and was 
of the Hon. 
organized in the Nigerian College of Arts, Science and Te chnology, 

Zaria ill honour of t he society ' s 7th Annual Congress held from 

the 1 7th to the 21st of December 4961 • The dis play fe a tured the 

t he Nationa l Archiv es, official records of 
Finding Ai ds of 

s p ecial interest and Araoic Manus cr ipts. 

41 • The second exhfbit i on was o1'gani zed at t he reCluest of the 

North Reg i onal Gover.oment as part ·of the golden juoilee 
Alhaji Abdurahaman, C.B.E. 

:put on show c eleora t i on of the Emir of Daura, . . 
Severa l a r aoic manuscripts ac quired from Daura were 

• ••o•~/13• 
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and one of these, the 11 Dau1"'a Ki ng List 11 containing the Bayaj i dda 

Legend created considerable attraction. The document contains 

the legendary history of Daura and the original do cument is 

said to have been compiled about 1 9 000 years ag o. 

~~~~~res and Broadcasts 

42. At the ·invitation of the Nige r ian Broadca sting Corporati on, 

Eas tern Region, Mr. E. J. Alagoa, Archivist, recorded a ta lk 

entit led "An Introduction to the National Archtves of Nigeria" in 

Apri l 1 961 in the Corporation's Regional radio network. 

43~ At the invitation of the West Africa Library Association, 

a paper entitled "The National Archives of Nigeria" was read 

by Mr .. L . c . Gwam at the Association's Ann,.lal Conference at Lagos 

on th e 17th of June 1961. At the request of the Nigerian 

Broadcasting Corporation r_ a talk entitled "The Function s, of the 

National Archives of Nigeria" was recorded by Mro L.C. Gwam in 

November 1 961 for the Corporation 1 s "Talks to Advanced S_tudents 

Programme" in the national radio. network. 

44. Mr . V.C .J . Mbah, Archivist, del ivered a lecture on the 

pla tform of the Historical s·ociety of Nigeria, Nsu1tka and gave 

three t alks on Archives and Nigerian History in t he Eastern Region 

network of the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporationo 

ll:?J..n.:L.ng ScheilleJi• 

45 . The training schemes for professional and t echnical officers 

continued ae. pJanned.. Mr . s.o. Sowoolu, Archivist, who proceeded 

to Koblenz on a six month course of instruction in t he Federal 

Archives, of Wes t ern Germany on the 24th of August 1961, returned on 

the 21st of March 1 962 . Three Phot ographic As sistants continued their 

training on the job i n the Phot ographic Divi sion and six apprentices 

· in the Binding and Repair Workshop s;.. A candidate for the post 

of photographer continueQ his training i n the Photographic School 

at Ealing in London. 

Purchase of Archi ve s 
~#·-..-~--.---. ..-~ 

4.6 ~ A sum of £241 : 1 7 : 6d was expended for the purchase of Arabic 

Manuscripts i n the Northern Regi on. 
• .. 0 .... 1 4/. 
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31. The microfilm section of the Photographic Division was primarily 

engaged during the year in the reproduction of the consular records 

of the . Bight of Benin and Biafra .(1849-1899) in the Calabar Provincial 

Office Record Group. The microfilm copies of these records were 

stored at headquarters and the ori ginals transferred to the Branch 

Office at Enugu for integration into t h e pa rent record group. 

~-~~ 

32. The departmental libraries in our three branch offices have 

continued t 'o expand. 500 offic i al publications were received from the 

various governments of the Federation and over 200 books, mainly 

11Africana" , were purch<;ised. 

A-dministration and Finance 

·j · 

I • 

33 . The general expansion of the. responsibilities of the department 

made an ade quate impact ·On the Administrative and Finance Divis i ons 

in all branches of the department. At headqua r t ers, 5;555 letters were 

i ssued and received. The letters· issued and received at Kaduna and 

Enugu numbered respectively .1 ,51 0 and 1 , 382 o These f i gure s 

repres ent a n jncrea~?e 1 ,·2! over the tot a l figure f or t h e preceding 

year. 

34 . The Ftnance Di visi on handled ~ , 043 vouchers, 11 oversea s 

indents wort h £2,699: ~ 8: 2~ and 500 l oca l purch a s e orders. 

35. There was i mmens e ac ti v i ty i n the Typ i ng Pool as a result of 

i ncrea sed produc ti on of' r epos i tory l i sts ,. departmental publications 

and officia l corresp ondence a nd our storemen were ext r emely busy 

thr oughout the yea r i n c ol lec tj_ng and dist ributing s t ores and 

s t. c t i one:c•y . 

Depa r~tmental Re search and Publ t c a tions 
; 

36 . Our profess ional officers c ontinued thei r r esear ch work on 

var ious f i elds of Nige r i an Administrativ e Hi s t ory and the histories 

of the pr i ncipa l organs of government, operati ve and defunct. The 

re sul t s of this activi ty have been i ncluded , when relevant, in our 

archival publications . 

37 e The princ i pa l publications issued during the year include:-

• ••• • • /1 0. 
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31. The microfi1m section of the Photographic Division was primarily 

engaged during the year in the reproduction of the consular records 

of the Bight of Benin and Biafra . ( 1 849-1 899) in the Calabar Provincial 

Office Record Group. The microfi1m copies of these records were 

stored at headquarters and the originals transferred to the Branch 

Office at Enugu for integration into t h e parent record group. 

Librap_y..:_ 

32. The departmental libraries in our three branch offices have 
. ' 

contj_nued to expand. 500 offic i al publications were received from the 

various governments of the Federation and over 200 books, . mainly 

"Africana" , were purch<;tsed. 

A-dministration and Finance 

·j· 

I , 

33. The general expansion of the. responsibilities of the department 

made an adequate impact on the Administrative and Finance Divisions 

in all branches of the department. At headqua rters, 5;555 letters were 

i ssue d and received. The letters issued and received at Kaduna and 

Enugu numbered respectively. 1 ,.51 0 and 1 , 382. Th ese f i gures 

repres ent a n jnc reai?e 1 ,2i 1-. over the to ta l f tgure for the preceding 

year. 

7. 4 :J • The ·8' i.na ne e D:i .. Vi Sj_ on he.nd l ed ~ , OLL3 vouchers, ~ 1 oversea s 

tndent s wort h £2 , 699: 4 8: 2q. and 500 loc a. l :purch a s e orders. 

35. The re wa s i mmens e ac tt v i ty i n the Typ i ng Pool as a result of 

i nc reased product ion of r epository l i sts ,. departmental publications 

and off icial corr espondence a nd our s t oremen we r e ext r emely busy 

throuzhov.t the yea r i n collecting and dist ri.buting stores and 

s ·t c. t i one:c'y. 

Depa rtmenta l :!:\e sea rch and publ i cat ions 

36 . Our profess iona l officers c ont i nue d thei r r es C"arch work on 

va r ious fields of Nigerian Administrativ e Hi story and the histories 

of the principa l or gans of government , operat i ve and defunct. The 

r e sults of this activi ty have been inc luded, when relevant, in our 

archival publications. 

37 . The princ i pal publications issued during the year include:-

•••• • • /1 0. 
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(iv) A mimeograph work entitled "A Preliminary Index to 

the Organizat ion and Re-organizati on Reports in Record 

Group CSO ~ 26". This 13 page work was c omp i led by Mr. 

J. c. Enwere, Archivist, and contains a l ist of all 

the materials availab le on the subject named in t he 

relevant series of records created by the f orme r 

Nigerian Secretariat, Lagos. 

(v) A mimeograph work. entitled "A Spec ial List of Records 

or: Chieftaincy Matters in the Nigerian Secretnrj.a t 

Record Group" (43 pp.). 
1
Th i s work, vvh i ch was compiled 

by Mr. J. Co Enwere, contains a list of the record 

materia ls in the Nigerian Secretariat Record on the -

subj ect of Chieftaincy. 

(vi) A mime ograph publicat i on entitled "A Preliminary 

Index to the Intelligence Reports in the Enugu 

Secretaria t Record Group" (15 pp.). This work 

conta i ns a list of the materials on the above 

subject t hat are availab le in the records of the 

ctefunct office of the. Civil Secretary~ Eastern 

Provinces. The work was compi led by Mr. v. c. J.-

Mbah, Archi vist. 

(Yii ) A mimeog r aph work ent itled "Special List of 

Materi als Concerned wi th Tribal and Rela ted 

Studies i\mong Ka duna Secre t a ria t Rec ord Group" 

( 84 pp.). This work, wh i ch wa s pro duced by the 

staff of the Kaduna Branch Office and edi t ed by 

Mr. E. J. Alagoa, Act i ng Senior Arch i vist, conta in-S 

a l is t of 1 ,01 7 i t erns on tribal and allied s tudies 

tha t are avai l able in the rec ords assembled from 

the defunct office of the Civi l Secreta ry Northern 

Provinces o 

(Yi ii ) A mimeogr aph list ent it l ed "A Descriptive Catalogue 

of the Early Pape r s of the. Sec re taria t ~ Northe rn 

"~ o o • o/1 2 • 
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31 • The microfilm section of the Phot'ographic Division was primarily 

engaged during the year in the reproduction of the consular r ecords 

of the . Bight of Benin and B:i..afra (1 849-1 899) in the Calabar Provincial 

Office Record Group. The microfilm copies of these records were 

stored at headquarters and the originals transferred to the Branch 

Office at Enugu for integration into the parent record group. 

Li.Qf:.~.r.x 

32. The departmental libraries .in our three branch offices have 
. ' 

continued to expand. 500 official publications were received from the 

various governments of the Federation and over 200 books, mainly 

"Africana", ·were purchased. 

A-dministration and Finance 

· i 
I 
' 

33. The general expansion of the responsibilities of the department 

made an adequate impact ·On the Administrative and Finance Divisions 

in all branches of the department. At headqua rters, 5,555 letters were 

issued and received. The letters issued and received at Kaduna and 

Enugu numbered respectively 1 ,51 0 and 1 ,382. These fi gures .•. 

repres ent an jncrea1;3 e 1 ,·21 1-. ·over t he t ot a l ftgui·e for the preceding 

year. 

34. The Hi_na nee :O :i..v isj_on he.ndl ec " ~ 043 vouchers, 11 oversea s 

indents worth £2,699: 1 8: 2~ and 500 loca l purch ase orders. 

35. There was immense acttvity i n the Typing Pool as a result of 

increased production of r•epos1tory lists ,. departmental publications 

and official correspondence and our storemen were ext remely busy 

throu~h01..1.t the yea r in collecting and distributing stores and 

s t c:.ti one:cy. 

Depa rtmental Research and £>ubl1ca tions 

36. Our profess ional officers continued their res ea rch work on 

various fields of Nigerian Administrative History and the histories 

of the principal organs of government , operative and defunct. The 

r e sults of this activi ty have been included, when relevant, in our 

archival publications. 

37e The principal publications issued during the year include:-

•••••• /1 0. 
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31. The microfilm section of the Photographic Division was primarily 

engaged during the year in ·the reproduction of the consular records 

of the Bight of Benin and Biafra .(1849-1899) in the Calabar Provincial 

Office Record Group. · The microf i lm copies of these records were 

stored at· headquarters and the ori g i na ls transferred to the Branch 

Office at Enugu for integration into the parent record group. 

Lib r~.r.x 

32. Th e departmental libraries in our three branch offices have 
. ' 

contj_nued to expand. 500 · offic i al publi cations were received from the 

variou s g overnments of the Federation and over 200 books , mainly 

11Africana ", ' were purchc;tsed . 

A_~stration and Finance 

·i 
I , 
I 

33 . Th e general expansion of · the responsibilities of the department 

made an ade quate impact on the Admini strative and Finance Divis i ons 

in all branches of the department. At headqua rters, 5 ,"555 letters were 

i ssued and received. The letters issued and received at Ka duna and 

.. Enugu numbered r espectively 1 ,.51 0 and 1 ,382 o Thes e f i gure s 

represent a n jncre ELr;> e 1 , 2i 1'. over the t ot a l f:i_gu r e f or t h e preceding 

year . 

7.4 :J • The :B'i.na ne e :O :i. vi s j_ on he.ndled , 0u3 vouchers, 11 oversea s 

j_ndent s vv orth £2, 699: 4 8: 2(\: a nd 500 l oc a l pui•ch a s e or de rs. 

35. The re was immens e ac tivi t y i n the Typing Pool as a result of 

inc r ea sed producti on of rep os i tory l i sts , departmental publications 

and officia l corre s p ondence a nd our s t oremen we r e ext r emely busy 

t hroughout t he year i n collecting a nd dist r i but i ng s t ores and 

s ·t ::::. t i one :cy . 

Depa r tmental. Resea rch and PJ.lb l1cati ons 

36. Our profess iona l officers c ontinued the i r research work on 

va ri ous fields of Ni gerian Administ r a tiv e Hist ory and the histories 

of t he pr inc ipal organs of government , operat i ve and defunct . The 

l' e sul t s of this activi ty have been included , when relevant, in our 

archival publications. 

37 . The princ ipal publications i ssued during the year include: -

•••••• / 1 0. 
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( i) A pamphl et enti t~ led g'Nigeria i _s National Archives" 

(33 :p:p ;,).. This publication was produced on our 

behalf by the. Federal Ministry of _· In~ormation and 

printed by the ·Nigerian ·.National Press Ltd,. 9 · Apapa • . 

Its primary purp,ose ia to popularise th~ objects, 

actiVitieS, ·a~: organiz-ation of the · Nigerian . 

National Archives :ror . the benefit of the general 

public~ 
. . . . 

(ii) Two ·vohun.ee .of. a _- mime ograph . work entitleCJ. "A 

· Han:ilitrrt . of Nigerian · Official Publiqations" (1 05 pp.) •· 
. . . 

This ~.fork OQ:rt.tains ·a SUmmary d,~scription . of all 

Nigeri an off icial pu-blications available at the 

Nati onal Archives Headquarterso · The materials .in the 

work he:nre be.en -arranged as 92.3 items under broad 

subject headings and the ea.rliea·t publication in the 

. aeries dates .· b·ac~ to 1817;f. . The wOrk was compiled-by 

Ml" ~ J.~ o C o ~wam y .·Actil'lg P:rincfpal .Archivi~t .. · 
.;. ·.· .. -. . . 

(iii) . .A. ~:lmeograpn .. i>Ubl.ic.Eit i on ·entitle¢ "An Inventory · of the 
. . . : . .. : . ; . ;'_ ... -.. , ;-.. -~. ,_. .. . ~ . . ' . 

Adm:i.nlstr~ti ve · Ite.6.ci7:'4s Aseembled·.f'r6m thr-~ Co].ony . 
. ·' -., .-. ,.\. : __ .:··. . . 

Provincen G · This·:· 'ifo~k run.s into 123 pages and CIJntains , 
' .... 

among other things 9 th~ e.d1l inistx•ati_ve history of the 

Colon~r (:f' T..S.goe_; arcniva:!. dese;riptton and S1.l!Jl1Tla rie6 . . ' . . . 

of the' records 'acquired f rom. ·c.he ~fice o:f the 
. . . 

. . .. 

Commissioner of the . Oolon;y·, Lagos and t he D1 visional 

and Dis tr.j_e t Offi~ee at Ike j a, Badagry and Epe; 

admi:::\j st rat ive 1nstrume:nts r elat ing to the acquisition 

and adminj_st:r:•at:ton of the Colony (1 849-1 956); and 

Tables of Gov'ernors , IJt. a ()-oV'ernors p De~~,ut y Gov~rnors, 
' 

Adminis t rat()rs ~ Cbmmiss·i onere and Administrative 

Officers (all Y.•ank_s) who s -:-=:rved in the Colony and its 

district s aurtng the perioc. reviewed ,. ·The work was 

compiled b y Mr. La c . Gwrun . 

<)"' , . 0 • •/11 • 

,. ' J 



~· 

(iv) 
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A mimeograph work entitled "A Preliminary Index to 

the Organizat ion and Re-organization Rep orts in Record 

Group CSO,. 26". This 1 3 page work wa s compiled by Mr • 
. 

J. c. Enwere, Archivist, and conta ins a l is t of all 

the materials available on the subject named in t h e 

relevant series of records created by the forme r 

Nige rian Sec retariat, Lagos. 

(v) A mimeograph work. entitled "A Spec i.a l List of Records 

or: Chieftaincy Matters in the Nigerian Secretar j_at 

Record Group 11 (43 pp.).. 
1
Th i s work, which was compiled 

by Mr. J. Co Enwere, contains a list of the record 

materials in the Nigerian Secretariat Record on the 

subject of Chieftaincy. 

(vi) A mimeog r aph publication entitled "A Preliminary 

Index to the Intelligence Reports in the Enugu 

Secretariat Record Group 11 (15 pp.). This work 

contains a list of the materials on the above 

subject that are available in the records of the 

defunct office of the. Civil Secretary~ Eastern 

Provinces. The work was compiled by Mr. v. c. J . -

Mbah, Archi vist. 

(vii ) A mimeograph work ent itled 11 Special Li st of 

Materials Concerned wi th Tribal and Re lated 

Studies /\mong Kaduna Secreta r ia t Rec ord Group 11 

(84 pp.). This work, wh i ch wa s p roduced by the 

staff of the Kaduna Branch Office and edited by 

Mr. E. J. Al ag oa, Act i ng Senior Arch i vist, cont a ins 

a l is t of 1 ,017 items on tribal and alli.ed s tudies 

tha t are avai lable in the records a ssembled from 

the defunct office of the Civil Secretary Northern 

Provinces c 

(Yiii ) A rrdmeograph list entitled "A Descriptive Catalogue 

of the Ea rly Papers of the. Sec re taria t ~ Northe rn 

~ a o o • o/1 2 • 
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Provinces" (57 pp.) was compiled by Mr. So So Wanil<:0 9 

Senior Archivist. 

(ix) A rr:.imeograph list ent itleq "A Descriptive Catalogue 

of Early Lugard :- Sul tan of Sokoto Correspondence, 

including . A Descrij;>tion of 1. 31 Arabic Letters found 

in Sokoto in 1 903 11 (24 pp. ) was c omp iled by Mr~ s. So 

Waniko 9 Senior Archivist and Mallam s. D. Ilyasu, 

Assistant Executive Officer (Archives ). 

38. All these works are adequat ely supported by Introducti ons, 

Prefaces, Indexes and Appendices~ 

39. IE addition to these works, an essay entitled ''The 

Construction of Archive Buildi ngs in Tropical Countri es " was, at 

the request of the "International Historical Association of the 

Indian Ocean" c ompiled by Mr. L. C ~ Gwarn. The essay would form 

a chapt er in a "Manual of Tropical Archives" which the organizat~on 

proposes to publish. The work will be edited by Mr. Yo Perot i n, 

Director of the ArchiYe Services of the Department of the Seine 

and the City of Paris and printed in Engl i sh and French by the 

School of Hautes Etude.s of Paris o . 

Exhib i ti<?ll§. 

40. Two ar~hive exhibitions were organized oy the Branch Office 

at Kaduna during the year. The first was arranged at the request 

of the Hon. Secretary of the Histor i cal Socie ty of Nige ria and was 

organized i n the Nigerian College of Arts, Science and Technology, 

Za ria in honour of the Society 1 s 7th Annual Congress hel.d from 

the 17th to the 21 s t of December 1 961 • The d isplay fe a tured the 

Findi ng Aids of the Nati onal Ar·chive s, offic ial records of 

spec i a l interest and Arab ic Manus cripts. 

41. The second exhib ition was organized .at the request of the 

North Regional Gover:.nment a s part of the gold.en j~bilee 

ce~ebration of the Emi r of Daura, Alhaji ·Abdurahaman, C.B.E. 

3evera l a r abic manuscripts acquired from Daura were put on shbw 

•• • Q • .. /1 3. 
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and one of these, the 11 Daura Ki ng List 11 containing t he Bayajidda 

Legend crea t ed considerable attraction. The document contains 

the legendary history of Daura and the original do cument is 

said to have been compiled about 1 9 000 years ago. 

~~res and Broadcasts 

42. At the ·invitation of the Nige rian Broadca sting Corporati on, 

Eastern Reg ion, Mr. E. J. Alagoa, Archivist, re corded a talk 

entitled 11 An Introduction to the National Arch1ves of Nigeria 11 in 

April 1 961 in the Corporation's Regi onal radio network. 

43~ At the invitation of the West Africa Library Association, 

a paper entitled "The National Archives of Nigeria 11 was read 

by Mr .. L. c. Gwam at the Association 's Annual Conference at Lagos 

on the 17th of June 1961. At the r eques t of the Nigerian 

Broadcasting Corporation9:_ a talk entitled 11 The Functions of the 

National .Archives of Nigeria 11 was recorded by Mro L.C . Gwam in 

November 1 961 for the Corporation's 11Talks to Advanced Students 

Programme" in the national radio network. 

44. Mr . V.C .J. Mbah , Archivist, delivered a lecture on the 

plat:t.' orm of the Historical s·ociety of Nigeria, Nsukka and gave 

three t alks on ,Archives and Nigerian History in t he Eastern Region 

networ•k of the Ni geri an Broadcasting Corporat iono 

!r.?..JJl.:LruL.Schem,~. 

45 . The training schemes for professional and t echnical off icers 

c ontinued ae. planned.. Mr o s.o. Sowoolu, Archivist, who proceeded 

to Koblenz on a six month course of instruction in t he Federal 

Archives.. of Wes t ern Germany on the 24th of August 1961, returned on 

the 21st of Ma:cch 1 962 ., Three Phot ographic .Assistants continued their 

training on t he job in the Photographic Divi sion a:nd six apprentices 

in the Binding and Repair Workshop &e A candidate for the post 

of photographer continue 6. his training i n t h e Phot ographic School 

at Ealing in London. 

£1B:~~Y-.9 .. f._&£11 i ~y_s 
4.6 o A sum of £21-!-1 : 1 7 : 6d was expended for the purchas e of Arabic 

Manusc ripts in the Northe rn Regi on. 
• o o e • .1 4/ • 



14 

Ear.njngS; 

47. A su~ of £228: =: 10d was realised from the fees char ged f or 

the copying and certification of do·:::mments, binding and sale 

of' departmental publi cations and :paid into revenue.. The figure 

represents an i nc rease of £219: 16: 8d over that of last year .. 

The bulk of the earnings came from the activities of the 

Photographic Division. 
4 

48o As has been :pointed out in previous re:ports 9 the facil ities 

:provideo. b~r thf3 :lepa:'::'tment for the :preservation, :product i on and 

certificatiO:i."l of judicial and other rec!ords have not been fully 

realized by the general public. When these facilities become fully 

knownt a considerable amount of revenue woul d accrue from the 

reproductio~ and certification of documentso 

49o As waa r eported last year, a sum of £125,000 was ~llocated to 

the National Archives for the construction of an archive building 

at Kaduna and for the extensior: of the existing building at Enugu. 

The amo~1t re~resents half the gift made to Nigeria by the United Africa 

Co . Ltd., of Nigeria i n commerncrat ion o±~ our independenc e. Work l>Ecr,an 

on the Kad1.ma proj ec t in October 1 961 and at Enugu towar cJ.s t he c l ose 

of the fina:-.. cial yea r o The two proj ects a r e due for complet ion 

in October 1 962o Th e bui l di ngs , when c ompleted , would provide 

the basic f acil i tie s f or the a dminis trati on of the archives in the 

Northern and Easte rn Regions an(l woiJ.ld cal l f'or a c on eide :r·able expansion 

of the skeleton services n ow available in these places ~ 

Visitq,t2 

50. The Nati ona l Archive s is gx·adually and :':laturo.lly becoming a 

ma,j or at~ r·action t o all pe r sons of i nteJ. l ec t ual s ~~.,~·~nding, local and 

foreign , who visi t t he three Regi onal capita,ls of the Federationo 

Over 2,000 names were recorded in the Vi s itora' Register at headquarters 

and some of the roreign visitors on the list include Dro Lester AsheVn 

of the Li b r•a ry of Chi cago , Professor A.D " Zali nger of Boston 

Univers ity , J~H.P e Pafford of London Unive r sity, D.Porter of Howard 

Un i ve r sity, z. Levi and o. Batram of the U"N.E.s.c.o., L.M. Rapson 

•••••• 1 5./. 
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f Los .A:rlge l es , California, T. Nishino of the Die t Libra ry, Toky o , 

and Dr . K. Lruno , Director of the Federal Arch i ves of Canada. 

51 ~ The i mportant visitors to the Kaduna Branch Office include 

Sir Gwa in Bell, Governor of Northern Nigeria, Hon. Sir Moharnrnadu 

S1:1nusi , K.B.E.., C~IVI.G., M.H.c., E.rnir of Kano Alhaji Junaidu, Waziri 

of Sok oto, S.i r Hami lton A.R. Gibbon, Professor of Islamic Studies, 

Havard University , Cambridge, Mas sachussets·., the Vice Principal 

and ~-2 students of Kal tungo Teacher Training College, 30 cadets . 

of the Northern Police College, and Professor Dr. w. Markov of the 

Univers ity of Nigeria, Nsukka.. 

52o The important visitors to the Enugu Branch Office include 

the Hono Aja Nwachukwu 9 Federal Minister of Education, Mr. Daniel 

Ao Priso ,. Dir~ctor of I'rograrnrnes , Radio Cameroun 9 Yaounde, Mr .E.B. 

\'Va thington. and Mr .. Gile, both of the U.NQE .. s.c.o. 

G en ~:C.§.]; 

53 ·rhere wa s no mee ting of the Archives Cornrni ttee during the year 

and no Archive Legislation was enacted .. 

C OllC J,;S:§..i.£!1 

51+. One of the p:i."'incipal p r oblems which has engaged the attention 

of this Departme::i.t s i nc e its foundat i on i n 1 9.5~- is that of educat ing 

Nigeria publ ic agencies of the importance of preserving the public 

rec ords of the country. Up t ill las t year, our exertions were not 

adequa te l;}r heeded, rec ords were only acquired by the National Archives 

<:u:· c.~:;l:' long and t edj_ ous negotiati ons with deposit ors. 

!; ... 
,.~ :J,. It is satisfying to report that these diff'iculties have now 

:9c;G~3ed int o histor ;y·. In the year under review, the bulk of the records 

;:; sscmbled ·vvcre r•eleased by the tr owners on their own volition and 

:5.n i t i att v:3 and at r egular intervals. This development has never-

tbeless, produc ed its own peculiar problems. In particular, it has 

r;:;vealed the existence of vast quanti t ies. of non-current records in 

vari ous part s of the Federation, and emphas ized the inadequacy of the 

existing departmental machinery f or the acqu isi tion and administration 

of l arge cont inuous accessions . 

"." ... ·1 6/. 
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In f'actt the available space in all our repositories has now been 

u s ed up. 

56. For the purposes of executing our statutory responsibilities 

and catering for the demands of all users of archives, a general 

expansion of the department - staff, buildings, facilities and 

e ~uipment - has become a matter of urgency. 

K~O. Dike 
Director, NatiOn$l Archives. 

20t h !Viay , 1 96 2 • 
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