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and Councilors was three years. If this
Bill is passed by the House. it will
reduce their tenure to two years.

We are all aware of what happened
during last year's election. 2003. The
whole elections were held in the same
year, that of the President. the
Governors and those of the state and
national Assemblies. This lead to lots
of struggles by the contestants to hold
their positions.  Everybody. both the
local government Chairmen. were all
struggling to hold their positions: the
Governors, and even the National
Assembly Members. plus those of the
State House of Assembly were all
struggling to hold their positions.

Following these developments, we
now want to reduce the number of years
to be tenured by local government
Chairmen and Councillors, instead of
three years. we now have two years. [f
this is passed into law. it now means
that after the present election. in 2006
we are going to have another local
government clections. This means that
local government elections has one year
to settle down before the general
elections. This will drastically ensure a
peaceful and less violent and hitch-free
elections in 2007.

Mr Speaker, Sir. you are aware that
some States have already reduced the
tenure of office of local government
Chairmen and Councillors from three
years to two years. Our State should
not be left behind. We have to join
other States in the adjustment, so that
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we shall have peaceful general elections
come 2007. 1. therefore, urge Mr
Speaker. and my hon. Colleagues to
strongly support the passage of this Bill
so that it will sail through. Thank you.
Sir.

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir,
hon Colleagues. we have carefully
fistened to the points adduced by the
hon 1.cader of the House (Mr Ebenyvi) on
the principal merits of this all important
amendment.  The intendment of the
amendment as sought by the Leader, can

only be appreciated when one
underscores the importance of stability
in our national polity. A critical

appraisal of the amendment will show a
separation of focal government election
from the general election. We are also
reducing the tenure of the 3™ tier
administration in Enugu State to 2 years,
and if so. it will guarantee a different
year for elections into the Local
Government Council. other than the
year of the general elections. By this
statement. 1 mean if a functional
Council is elected this year. the tenure
will expire in year 2006. and this will
surcly give room for preparation of
general elections in 2007.

More so. this 2-year tenure will make
the local government administration to
be more resourceful and more result
oriented. 1t will also guarantee easy and
quicker articulation of programmes and
policies at the Local Government level.
Mr Speaker. Sir, with this, | most
humbly wrge my Colleagues to join
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We are equally aware that one of us
is contesting the election. Hon Lzema
Fidelis. I hope ... or is he no longer one
of us? He was one of us. Onc time a
Member of this House and [ believe. |
have not declared his seat vacant.

However. he has complied with all
the requirements. So I wish him all the
best.

ADJOURNMENT
Leader: Mr Speaker. hon
Colleagues, in line  with  the
announcement which has just becn
made with regard to the Local

Government Election. | hercby move
that his House do now adjourn till
Tuesday 30" March. 2004 at 10a.m. to
enable Members participate actively in
the Local Government Election.

Thanks to GSM Network

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr
Speaker. my respected Colleagues. in
seconding the Motion on Adjournment
as moved by the hon Leader of this
great Parliament, permit me to use this
single opportunity to thank the GSM
Communication Network.

Mr Speaker. I am grateful to inform
you that something that has never
happened in my area before | was born
is happening today. Mr Speaker. in
Uzo-Uwani. right in my bed-room | can
tell you that I now talk from Uvuru. Mr
Speaker, it is with joyful mood that |
ask my Colleagues. more especially.

610

this grcat Parliament to help me thank
the GSM Communication Network for
the job well done in Nsukka Zone.
Thank you. very much.

Question put and agreed to.
Resolved: That the House do now
adjourn till Tuesday. 30" March, 2004.

at 10 a.m.

Adjourned accordingly-at 12.33 pan.
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hecomes a mewmber of another
political — party  before  the
expiration of the  period  for
which that House was elected.

Provided that his membership of

the latter political party is-uot as
a result of «a division i the
political pariy of which e was
previoush a wember or of u
merger of two or more political

parties or  factions by one  of

which — he
sponsored: or

was - previonsly

hy
Assembly receives a certificate
under the hand of the Chairman
of the  Independent  National
Elecroral  Connnission  stating
that the provisions of Section 111)
of this Constitution  have  been
complied swith in respect of the
recall of the member.

Honourable Colleagues. in view of
Section 109 sub-section 1 (¢). 1 hereby
declare the seat of the hon. Member for
lgbo-Eze South / Chiel Whip (Mr
Fidelis Ezema) vacant. In view of this
development. | request the Clerk of the
House to inform the Independent
National Electoral Commission (INEC)
officially for them to arrange for a bye-
Election for his replacement.  Thank
you.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Inaugural meeting

Mr Speaker: The House Committee
on Education. Science and Technology.

the  Speaker of the lHouse of

613

will have its inaugural meeting today.
6" April. 2004 in the Office of the
Chairman (Room 216) on the rising of
the House.  Signed by Hon (Nze)
Onyese M. Chairman.

The House Committee on Women
Affairs and Special Duties will have its
inaugural meeting on the rising of the
House. today 6" April. 2004. Venue
Chairman’s Office (Room 12). Signed
by hon. (Mrs) Chika Eneh. Chairman.

ADJOURNMENT

Deputy  Leader (Al Anikwe). Mr
Speaker. Sir. may | move that this
honourable House do now adjourn till
Tuesday. 20" April. 2004 at 10 am.
Thank vou. Sir.

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr
Speaker Sir, 1 rise to Second the Motion
for adjournment as moved by the
Deputy Leader of the House.  Thank
you. Sir.

Mr Speaker: Honourable
Colleagues. before 1 put the Question, |
wish cvervone of you a happy Easter
Celebrations. 1 hope to get back to all
of vou before Friday. Thank you.

Question put and agreed to.
Resolved: That the House do now
adjourn till Tuesday 20" April. 2004 at

10 a.m.

Adpourned accordingly ar 12.42 pon.
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So, an Igbo presidency will engender
development in this country, having
developed places they have no particular
affiliation with. I think, giving an Igbo man
the Presidency will certainly ensure a smooth
and faster development of this country.

Mr Speaker, there are crises all over the
country. We can witness the Jukuns and Tiv
crises, the Ogoni crises are there, the Odii
crises are there, the Niger Delta crises or
rather agitations are still in progress. The lfe
— Modakeke war is still indelible in our
minds. It is only in this part of the world that
we have not witnessed such crises and
persistent wars involving killings of innocent
citizens as a result of one trouble or the other.
So an Igbo Presidency will certainly
endanger peace and mutual cooperation
among the citizenry of this country.

Mr Speaker, the Igbo man is known for
his versatility or rather wealth of experience
in virtually every field of human endeavour.
That is in the area of business, movie
industry and even academics. So it is time
for the Igbos to exploit their talented gifts
from God, to clear their faces in the socio-
political engineering of this country. Mr
Speaker, it is quite erroneous and quite
embarrassing to associate lgbo leaders with
the permutations and speculations for vying
for Vice Presidential ticket. To my mind, I
believe, to the mind of this honourable House
that an Igbo man is every inch qualified or
even over qualified by all indices to become
the President of this country come 2007,
realizing the fact that if it is by rotation, 1
think that it is the turn of the Igbos to
produce the next president of this country. 1f
it is as a result of hard work, I think history
has it that the Igbo man has really tried
through his day by day diligent and

dedication to duty, to serving this country the

much that we can. So, Mr Speaker, I want to

crave the indulgence of my fellow Colleagues
to support this resolution that the Igbo

Presidency is now ripe come 2007 and on

grounds of this, Mr Speaker, I, therefore, pray

as follows: :

1) That the Enugu State House of
Assembly  aligns  with  the
Communiqué issued by the South
Fast Governors on March 19®
2004 which states follows

2) That it is the turn of the South

East Geopolitical zone to produce
the next President of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria come 2007.

3) That the House condemns all the
various analyses and permutations
associated with the Igbo leaders
associating them with vying for
“the Vice-presidential ticket.

4 That this honourable House re-
affirms the support of the
Governors of the south East to the
Ohaneze Ndi-Igbo which is an
umbrella body of all Igbos and
commended its effort accordingly
it terms of its leadership role.

3) That we equally acknowledge the
Governors position on the effort
of the Federation Government of
Nigeria to build a second Niger
Bridge in Onitsha and are also
advocating the incorporation of a
rail line on the bridge.

6) We acknowledged the position of
the Governors of the South East
Geopolitical ~ zone in  the
~heightened security situation in
the country and equally call on the
security agencies to intensify their
vigilance.

618
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Now, my colleague talked of
merchandise, if you go to that level an Igbo
man is naturally industrious, he must survive.
There is no part of this world you can go
without getting an Igbo man there. There is
no single major development in the North
that is not initiated by an Igbo man. The
same thing with the West, the same thing
with the South South. It is our turn. The
[gbo man has it as a culture of, may be, they
say, no leadership, it is not true. We are only
trying to pray the major parties in the present
dispensation to allow the Igbo Presidency to
come from their own zoning.

I know that every other party in Nigeria
will even like to and if you watch out what
happened in the last Presidential election, we
had 23 Igbo Presidential candidates out of the
30 political parties. We even had one who
was an applicant (laughter). 1 hope you are
laughing with me. That is to tell you. the
egalitarian nature of lgbo man, that is to tell
you the enthusiasm of the Igbo Presidency.
That is to tell you the need and
consciousness: the desire for this particular
thing by the Igbos.

Mr Speaker, Sir, if you go on and on'to
examine critically, the contributions of the
Igbo man to the present day Nigeria, we even
go ahead to say that for the next dispensation,
for the next decade, the Igbo Presidency shall
come to stay and shall be allowed to stay.

If you watch out the democracy so far the
Igbo man has never tasted a democratically
elected President. We had an appointed
ceremonial President from there the North
had tasted it twice, the South West is now
tasting it twice, leading for the next eight (8)
years. [t will be a kind of dishonour to now
say that after the Yorubas the North will now
come again. No, we are not just vying for

621

the Vice Presidency, we are equally good for
the Presidency, the number one citizen of this
country.

Mr Speaker, I call on my colleagues that if
we are not brothers, we should now come
home to be more brothers. If there are tings to
divide this our all important ambition of the
Igbo man, even if it means every other person
coming together let us go for it. Happily we
have Ohanaeze now more organized and
more positioned to get the Igbo demand. We
call upon them, based on this resolution, to be
more prepared, they should not sleep at all.
They should get into the drawing board to
now go all out to demand for this position
which is due for us. On our own side, even if
it means making another law on it, we shall
go for it, because it is only when you say here
I am, people can say there you are.

So, Mr Speaker, | call on this honourable
House to give this all-important resolution
due passage. Thank you.

Mr F. C. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I thank you for this opportunity
given to me to talk on this important issue of
South East Presidency 2007. Mr Speaker, Sir,
I totally align myself to this Communiqué
which I am about to speak in favour of. Sony
Okosun in his popular music, said it is now or
never. [ believe in what is good for the geese
is good for the gander. Mr Speaker, hon.
Colleagues, since Nigeria gained her
Independence from the British in 1960, up till
now, it was only Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe that
has been at the helm of leadership of this
country. This is the country that we all
believe in one Nigeria.

This part of the country has witnessed
little federal presence in terms of
development or involvement in governmental
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Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker,
Sir, I rise to support this Communiqué of the
Governors of the South East Geopolitical
Zone. Mr Speaker, Sir, it is our turn to
produce the next President of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria come 2007. Mr Speaker,
if this President comes from South East, we
are going to benefit more since there will be
no more marginalization and our roads shall
not be neglected. There will be an organised
education programme, rural electrification
and pipe borne water. So Mr Speaker, with
this, I move that the Question be put. Thank
you.

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr Speaker,
Sir, my respected Colleagues, in supporting
this Communiqué issued by the South
Eastern Governors, I have to get this further
to give you a brief history of the Leadership
of this country — Nigeria. As earlier said by
my Colleagues who have spoken before me,
between 1960 and 1966 we have the first
President of this country, Rt. Hon. Dr.
Nnamdi Azikiwe as ceremonial head, as was
said by my Colleague, and also Abubakar
Tafawa Bellewa as the Chief Executive.
Between 1996 and 1975;

Nnamdi Azikiwe (late) — 1960 to 1966;
Gen Yakubu Gowon 1966 to 1975;
Murtala Mohammed (late) 1975 to 1976
Gen Olusegun Obasanjo 1976 to 1979;
Alhaji Shehu Shagari 1979 to 1983;
Gen. Mohammed Buhari 1983 to 1985;
Gen. Ibrahim B. Babangida 1985 to 1993;
Chief Ernest Shonekan 1993 to 1993;
Gen. Sani Abacha (late) 1993 to 1998;
Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar 1998 to 1999;
and
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo 1999 to date.

|

Mr Speaker, it is very terrible for this
thirty something years cr forty something
years, because the Army ruled for twenty

eight years and civilian rule is sixteen years.
That is forty something years. It is only
Nnamdi Azikiwe (late) that has been the
ceremonial Head of this country.

The question is ... What has the people of
this part of the country done? Is there any
crime we committed? The answer is no! our
crime is that we are great loyalists, our crime
is that we know how to serve, our crime is
that we are obedient servants, ve obey every
Dick and Harry. But Mr Speaker, in
supporting the hon. Member for Awgu North
(Mr Enebe), in our place lgbo, Anyi nasi na
ihe neme anyi si anyi naka.

If you watch closely the Communiqué as
issued by the South Eastern Governors, my
thinking is whether it is not yet time, b3cause
I expected in issuing the Communigue to
make it clear, because some of us were horn
before this 1960 that we are talking today. I
have studied in this country from primar: to
secondary. If you watch the Senie
Presidentship, it is only Enugu. What stope
the Governors of the South Eastern States to
make it clear that the issue of Presidentship
come 2007 will be in Enugu State. Is there
anything that we have done in this particular
Enugu State. What stops them? Onye ka
ana’gbalu? Onye ka ana eze? With the
caliber of politicians we have in Enugu State
today, we are equal to the task. We are equal
to the task. It is the wish of the people of Uzo
Uwani local government in Enugu State that
come 2007, the President of this country will
come from Enugu State.

Mr Speaker: Excuse me! Please, let us
not take this simple. We are not joking here.

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, Iam notjolcihg.
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where somebody will just walk into the
Chambers casually as if he is going into his
bedroom.

If we look around today, we will see ‘that
many Members came in without being
formally dressed. 1 tell you that if any
Member comes in next time with such dress |
will ask the person to leave. So, please, we
have to dress the way and manner we are
supposed to dress.

Committee Meeting

o

The House Committee on
Education will have a brief
meeting today 20" April, 2004
on the rising of the House,
Venue is Room 216, Chairman’s
office. Signed by Mr Nze M.
Onyeze.

The House Committee on Public
Accounts and Anticorruption
will visit the Auditor General of
the State on Wednesday 21"
April, 2004 at 11 a.m. Take off
time is 10.30 a.m. from the
House of Assembly Complex.
Signed: Mr John N. Anichukwu.

LI

ADJOURNMENT

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I move that this honourable
House do now adjourn until 10 am. on
Thursday 22™ April, 2004. Thank you.

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr Speaker,
Sir, I have risen to second that Motion.

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Thank you,
Mr Speaker, [ rise to support the Motion for
adjournment and in doing so, I wish to thank
fellow honourable Members for the way they

20 April, 2004
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supported the Communique by the South East
Governors for the Presidency to come to the
South East come 2007.

Indeed, I also wish to thank them for
supporting that we should have State Police,
because it is long over due. If this country
will try and have state police crime will
reduce. On this issue, I say thank you so
much.

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr Speaker,
Sir, the Communique is a nice one and it is a
call for a challenge. It is a call for equity and
happiness. Therefore, 1 am happy that the
House has adopted it today. Thank you.

Mr C. O. Nnamani (Nkanu West): Mr
Speaker, Sir, thank you for recognizing me.
In supporting the Motion for adjournment, I
also thank the South East Governors for
taking the decision they have taken.

Even though I have not made any
statement during the debate because of the
way Members rush to make contributions. 1|
am not prepared to make my own
contributions in a rush. So, because of this |
have to sit down and listen to the
contributions. However, one of these days 1
will start to make my own contributions.

Question put and agreed to.

Resolved: That the House do now adjourn
until Thursday 22" April, 2004 at 10 a.m.

Adjourned accordingly at 1.45 p.m.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ORDER OF THE DAY
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA NOTICE OF MOTION

Tuesday, 27" April, 2004
(The House met at 10 a.m.)

PRAYERS
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
our Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 22™
April, 2004 are before us. | have gone
through them and to the best of my
knowledge they are correct. However, I need
hon. Members’ comments. Thank you.

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker,
Sir, 1 have equally gone through the Votes
and Proceedings of Thursday, 22m April,
2004, and found them to be correct. 1,
therefore, move for their adoption. Thank
you.

Mr J.N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr
Speaker, Sir, having gone through the Votes
and Proceedings, 1 rise to second the Motion
on the adoption of Votes and Proceedings of
Thursday, 22" April, 2004. Thank you.

Question put and agreed to.

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 22
April, 2004, accordingly adopted.

6

Resolution to the hon. Minister of
Education, and Joint Admissions and
Matriculation Board (JAMB) Abuja, on
the Feeble Performances of (JAMB) in
Enugu

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North I): Mr
Speaker, Sir, may | move the Motion
standing in my name: that the Enugu State
House of Assembly conveys a Resolution to
the Federal Minister of Education, Prof. F.
Osuji, and the Joint Admissions and
Matriculation Board (JAMB) through the
Registrar, National Headquarters, Bwari
Abuja on the feeble performances of the
Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board
(JAMB) at Enugu.

Mr E. Odoh (Igboetiti East): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion that
was moved by the hon. Member for Igboeze
North [ (Mr Onyeze). Thank you. ’

Mr M. Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, permit
me to draw the attention of this honourable
House to yet another underserved frustration
and suffering meted to the youths in this part
of the country desirous to pursue their
various careers in education in our tertiary
institutions.

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is a common
knowledge that the Joint Admissions and
Matriculation Board (JAMB) right from
inception has it as a convention or the
regulation that candidates applying to sit for
the Joint Matriculation Examination (JME)
are required to enclose self-addressed and
stamped envelopes through which their






1265

Enugu State House of Assembly = Hates 1266
27 April, 2004

part of the country, I urge my colleagues to
consider the following prayers/resolutions:

D

11

1)

%)

To convey a Resolution,
drawing the attention of the
Joint Admissions and
Matriculation Board (JAMB)
through the Registrar at the
National Headquarters, Bwari
Abuja on the colossal failure of
the  Admissions/Examination
body to conduct, release -and
deliver Examination Results as
and when due to candidates
especially those from Enugu
and the environs.

That the House urges the Joint
Admissions and Matriculation
Board (JAMB) to check the
excesses of some of their staff
in the Zonal offices especially
at Enugu as it affects their
desire for financial
inducements before performing
their official duties.

That the House urges the Joint
Admissions and Matriculation
Board (JAMB) to revitalize.and
update  their  staff and
equipment so that they can
cope with the increasing
number of
applicants/candidates now
seeking admissions to our
Universities.

That the House urges the Joint
Admissions and Matriculation
Board (JAMB) to design
strategies for restoring the
confidence which the public
had reposed in them in the past.

633

The confidence is measured in
their transparent conduct of
examinations, quick processing
of examination papers and
delivery of resuits to all the
candidates with dispatch.

V) That the House urges the Joint
Admissions and Matriculation
Board (JAMB) Zonal Office
Enugu to be upright and fair to
the youths of Enugu State and
the  environs who  are
unnecessarily exploited and
frustrated  through  excess
charges.

V1) That the House urges the
Federal Minister of Education,
Prof. F. Osuji to look into the
activities  of the  Joint
Admissions and Matriculation
Board (JAMB) with a view to
nipping some of the vices being
perpetrated in the board,
especially with regards to the
conduct of examinations and
the delivery of results in Enugu
and the environs.

Be it moved and is hereby moved.

Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): Mr Speaker,
[ have risen to second and align myself with
this all-important Motion. Mr Speaker, you
will recall that JAMB has its Headquarters
somewhere in Bwari, Abuja and Zonal
offices in places like Sokoto, Kaduna, Horin,
Port Harcourt, Lagos and few other places in
this country, including Enugu State.

But what is happening in Enugu zonal
Office is not something one should be proud
to associate himself with. To start with, the
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their joby; if we are going to include all those
things. we must have investigated it, that is
what | am saying.

But when you say the activities of the
administrative officers in the JAMB office
of Enugu. it is okay. but when you mention
figures. mention that people take money and
did not investigate it, that is what | am
pointing out. 1 am not saying that the
Motion is bad.

My position is that we should have given

them a fair hearing. for them to state their

case. It will not be proper in our first
contact with those we are supposed to
defend their progress. we condemn them
without talking to them.

I urge the Mover of the Motion to tell us
how he came up with these allegations.

Mr Speaker: [s it what the hon. Member
for Awgu North (Afr Enche) would want the
Mover of the Motion to analyse here on the
Floor of this House?

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker. my position in
this very Motion is either we remove those
issues that affect money or we send it to a
Committee for proper investigation.

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues.
the only way we can remove them is when |
put the Question.

Deputy Leader (Alr Anikwes: On point
of explanation! Mr Speaker, if we watch the
submission of the last speaker. we have been
making efforts to get things cleared there.
The simple truth there, in that Motion. is that
it is calling the attention of the Minister to
the  inducement. There is no  formal
prosecution of anybody there. It is only

643
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when we call the attention of the Minister,
he can now investigate.  There is nothing
wrong in this mere Prayer for the Motion. It
is only calling for attention.

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues. we
have o way of saying No, dlaughier).

What I am saying in this is that there is a
way of saying No. if by the time 1 put the
Question on any point one does not agiee
with. one can make ones position clear. One
can even call for a division.

Mr M. O. Onyeze (Igboeze North ): Mr
Speaker. Sir. [ want to throw more light on
the issues raised on this Motion. In the first
instance. education is in the concurrent list, |
did not talk about Minister of Defence or
Armoury. [ am talking about an area where
the State Legislature and National Assembly
can make Motions, discuss or even make
faws. It the House of Assembly has the
power even to establish Universities, why
can’t we talk about how people are going to
Universities.

We are aware that this Session of the
House has passed a Law establishing a
University. and it is known by the entire
Nation. The National  Universities
Commission (NUC) has accepted the Law.
So. why can’t we talk about admission. how
people go inor come out of University, it we
have the power (o establish Universities.

I am also aware that a Member of my
Committee once raised a Motion asking the
IFederal Minister of Science and Technology
to facilitate the release of equipment sent to
Institute of Management -and Technology
(IMT). Enugu. This House also passed that
Motion. It was not passed through the
National Assembly, it was a Motion directed
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frustrated  through  excess
charges.
6) That the House urges the

Federal Minister of Lducation
Prof. . Osuyji to look into the
activities  of  the  “Joint
Admissions and Matriculation
Board (JAMB) with a view to
nipping some of the vices
being perpetrated in the Board
especially with regards to the
conduct of
the delivery of results in Enugu
and the environs.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Visitors

Mr Speaker: All Members are please

requested to be in my office on the rising of

the House. The House has a Visitor, the
Coordinator, DFID, Enugu State. 1t you
watch upstairs those of you at my right side
will see them sitting in the Gallery. We
need to meet with them in my office on the
rising of the House. They have been here
waiting and we cannot keep them fonger
than necessary please. Before | finally
adjourn the House | humbly wish to inform
you officially that the Deputy British Figh
Commissioner in Nigeria is here in the
Chamber at the Gallery. So [ welcome them
to Enugu State: 1 welcome them to Enugu
State House of  Assembly. Most

importantly. [ welcome them to  the

Chambers of Enugu State House of

Assembly.

examinations and
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ADJOURNMENT

Leader: Mr o Speaker,  Sir,  hon.
Colleagues. I hereby move that the House do
now adjourn till Thursday. 29" April, 2004
at 10 a.m. Thank you. Sir.

Mr F. C. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr
Speaker. Sir, [ rise to Sceond the Motion for
adjournment. Thank you. Sir.

Question put and agreed 1o,

Resolved:  That the House do  now
adjourn till Thursday 29", April, 2004 at 10

a.m.

Adjourned accordinghy ar 12.30 pon.
L /
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA
Tuesday, 18" May, 2004

The House met at 10 a.m.

PRAYERS
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mr Spealer: Honourable Colleagues, our
Votes and Proceedings, of Thursday, 13"
May, 2004, are before us. In keeping with the
rules of this honourable House, | have gone
through them, and found them to be exactly
what transpired on the said day. However, |
need your comments to enable us give them

legal backing. Thank you.

Mr D. ‘A. Ani (Enugu South I): Mr
Speaker, Sir, | have equally gone through the
Votes and Proceedings of our last sitting and
found them correct. |, therefore, move for the
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings as
correct recordings of what transpired that
day. Thank you.

ebates
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ORDER OF THE DAY

PRESENTATION OF BILL ACCIDENT
VICTIMS (IMMEDIATE TREATMENT)
BILL NO. 7, 2004

A Bill for a Law to provide for the
Treatment of Accident Victims; for
Assurance that they get Immediate Attention;
and for Purposes Incidental Thereto,
presented by Mr Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani) and
read for the First time.

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, the

"Bill before this honourable House, on the

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker, ‘

. Sir, 1 have equally gone through the Votes
and Proceedings, and to the best of my
knowledge, | found them to be correct.
Hence, | second the Motion for their
adoption. Thank you.

Question put and agreed (0.

ath

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 13

May, 2004, accordingly adopted.

Accident  Victims and the Immediate
Treatment, Bill No. 7, 2004 has been read for
the first time. In accordance with Order 43 of
this honourable House, the Bill is referred to
the House Committee on Health and
Judiciary, Public Petitions, Ethics and
Privileges. They are given two weeks to
report out. Thank you.

Mr A. O. Chigbo: Mr Speaker, Sir, now
that the Bill has been read for the First time,
may | quickly move again that the Bill on
Accident Victims and immediate treatment
Bill No. 7, 2004, be now read the Second
time. Thank you.

Leader

(MrJ. N. Anichukwu): Mr

“Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, 1 stand to

674

second the Motion as moved by the hon.
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigho).

ACCIDENT VICTIMS (IMMEDIATE
TREATMENT)
BILL NO. 7,2004

Order for Second Reading, read.

Mr C. O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr
Speaker, Sir, my question is on the Motion
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an injury and be denied treatment because of
the existing policy or law does not augur well

~ for our collective stay as human beings. So

this bill, the way 1 look at it, has to do with
bridging the gap that exists as it affects
Section 14(b) of the Constitution. The
Section says that, “The Security and Welfare

of the people shall be the primary purpose of

government.”

Before now, the reasons adduced for not
treating accident victims are merely because

of security aspect, which means that they
. have played down on the welfare aspect of

the Constitutional provision. In as much as
treating an armed robber could cause security
problem, not all accident victims are armed
robbers. Some are inflicted on them by
maybe the armed robbers themselves, some
maybe road accidents. So this Bill will to

* some extent take care of both the security and

the welfare. Because if we continue to say
that those who are accident victims must
come up with Police Report before treatment,
it could lead to loss of lives but if you go
through the Bill, the hospital could continue
to treat the patient while the issue of Police

" Report is taken care of.

In Nigeria today, you are aware that if

somebody hits you, and you go to the Police -
~ Station, even before the Policeman will

follow you or listen to you, it will take you
maybe the whole day. So, assuming
somebody is bleeding and you need a Police
Report, what if the officer-in-charge is not
around, or there -is no vehicle for them to
visit the accident scene, it means that the
person will eventually die. So [ whole
heartedly support this Bill, except that there
were certain aspects of the Bill that needs to
be Tooked at critically. One of them is the
issue of indigent patients. I am of the opinion
that we play down on that, because a hospital

that is situated along the Expressway could
have up to 20 to 30 accident victims in a day,
and at the end of the day, some of them will
say that they are indigent. So some of them
may eventually die and the owner may
relocate outside that place because of this
law. So what I am saying is that there is need
to play down on the issue of payment.

If somebody had an accident or had a
gunshot wound that could have killed him
and eventually his or her life is saved, I
believe that the relatives of that person should

“try to pay for the treatment, or if they can not

pay. the law should allow he proprietor of the
hospital and the patient who have been
treated to sort themselves out. Because by the
time you include the issue of indigent, it
creates a further problem. Who is an indigent
person?

Then, 1 equally want to talk about the
issue of sealing up of'a hospital. 1 believe that
this is going to be a full-fledged law, that
offenders should be taken to couwt, tried
~~~ordingly and punishment meted to them
. ordingly. Because, by the time we talk
avout sealing up, it could be abused. So that
we do not create ambiguity in the whole
process. | believe that for the mere fact that
this bill, when passed into law, will enable

-those who would have lost their lives to be

treated, it is enough, so that by the time it is
put into practise, it will be easy for both the
victim and the hospital that is going to treat
them, to strike a balance, between the two. In
the cause of executing this law, when it is
passed, the government can on its own direct
the public hospitals to treat the victims free.
But when it come to private- sector, it may
create further problems. Another related
factor is the issue of who is supposed to treat
this victims. Is it whoever is in the hospital or
the Medical Doctors? Because if you bring an
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' much of your time. I am in full support of
this Brll

Mr Speaker: Please the hon. Member

o for Igbo Etiti West (Mr Nnadi) should relax -

K his mind and ‘s'ay'what ever he wants to say.

Mr Nnadl T just ‘want us to be very
Constitutional.” If the Second: Reading: of

-this B111 has been done (Interruptlons)

e Mr Speaker: The Second Reading of
* the Bill have'being done. A Motion that the
 Bill be read a Second time was moved and -

- the Motion was carried, Having done that, -
it was accepted that the Bill be referred to -

_ -the appropriate Committee - Wthh the-
e ‘House drd ir earnest

) Mr Nnadl. Thank you 50 1nuch Mr '
. Speaker It seems. my- understandmg is”

" failing me. Let me ‘still take on Rule 44 or
“'Order of Second Reading. That the Bill be
now read a Second time. It was read and
debate followed on the general merits and
princip]es of the Billv (Jntez'rzptions).

‘Mr Speaker You know . there was a."
~ Motion moved by the hon. Member for Uzo
 Uwani (Mr Chigbo) that the Bill-be now: -

- read a Second time. It was carried and we

~ went on debate ‘of the general principles

—and merits and: demerrts of the Bill. Am I
cIear now? . o

Enugu State House' o
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: Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr

~ _peaker, at this stage, I believe that what is
* demanded on this honourable House is to

ighlight the merit and demerits of this- all
One. may have an

detailed ‘'stage by stage anialysis of the Bill.
"his is When the House must have resolved
itself into- Commrttee of the Whole House.

' So, Mr Speaker, T have risen from my
seat to contribute my own'ideas on the
merits and general principles of the Bill. We
relieve sincerely that life is supreme. There
is a question somewhere, when can one
sonceive or believe that life- has started.
When does life begin?  Life begins at
conception, when life has taken place at

- conception. Is there any difference between

»ne who is one. hundred years ‘and ‘one who
s just conceived. It is the same life and that
15 @ measure of the value of life: '

Sinoe‘ human beings' cannot provide this

life, it will now go on to add more questions
~on how can ‘we

comprehend  the -
incomprehensible Then let 'no ‘man “take

life. This'is the principle of this Bill. Man

getting life is what- this Brll is trymg to

» austaln

Mr Speaker Honourable Colleagues, I |

“have just received information about. our

- : GenErator (Gen_ Set) and the issue of gas.

Mr Nnadl Letus go on, Mr Speaker

Mr Speaker It is clear that the House

did not violate the Order, and Rules of the. =
. House.’So in view, of this, further debate on
~the Bill should :go on. The point of Order -
“moved by the hon. Member for Igbo Etiti-
- West (Mr Nnadz) is hereby over-mled Let, '

us make progr ess.

- Atpresent we have electricity interruptions,

and if the Gen. Set is allowed to coritinue:
working it might get defected or it shall
knock. So 1 am .appealing that we take'a
short break for at least twenty minutes or
thirty minutes to enable minor repairs to be

. effected on the Gen Set, please

685



1371

Enugu SraZe House of Assembly Debates

1372

20 May 2004

Leader: Thank you, Mr Sp‘eaker;‘ Sir. In

view of the above development, may 1

move that sitting be suspended for thirty

"minutes to enable the Plant Operators
. rectify the problem on our Gen. Set. Thank

you.

Mr D. A. Anih (Enugu South I): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I rise to Second:the Motion as

was moved by the Leader of the House.
Question put and agreed to.
Sitting suspended : 11.40 a.m.
. Sitting resumed 1.19 p.m. - '
Leader (.Ml Amchukwu) Mr Speaker
. Slr now that we have normal eléctricity
supply restored in the House, may I move

. that this honou1able House do resume
s 1tt1ng ' :

~ Mr J. C. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr’

Speaker, Sir, I rise to Second the Motion as

-was moved by the Leader of the House.

Thank you. :
Question put and agreed to. |

Deputy Leader: Mr_Speéker, just like 1
was saying before I was interrupted by

NEPA failure, 1 had a strong belief having

" Jooked critically on all the provisions made
in the Law as proposed. I have also a strong
belief that the law intends to bring into

. effect the human efforts made towards -
" saving life. As I narrated, Mr Speaker, no

‘human being can create life because in this
- creation, I am talking of we have .two

aspects of creation. We have creation of =

individuals and creation by art. That
cteation of - individuals is natural It s

“exempfed from . accident.

transcendental, that is where life comes

from.

A 1 was trying to analyse, life can only

~ come into being at conception. There is no

trade to ‘stages of life. When it is either at
conception or at childhood .or any- other
stage, it is still life. The intent of this
Motion is that human beings should not put

-unnecessary condition before saving life. If

this life is threatened by means of accident
or gunshot as proposed in the law, there
should not be any condition attached before
treatment is d1spensed That is the main

" mtent of this B111

' We believe that we are all living

- witnesses to what has been ‘the situation
* hitherto. When somebody is almost at the

point of death and people who are interested
to help to ensure that life were reluctant to
come to the aid cannot do” so simply

* ‘because of the notion or order at that ‘stage

that treatment can only be obtained after

- permission from law enforcement agents.

Mt Speaker, Sir, this law is intended to take
away unnecessary hindrances before

treatment can be carried out on the patient. -

Accident as we all agree can come at
anytime. Accident has no method of
coming. Nobody can say that he is totally
An accident
victim, the hlghest you can do for him or
her is to do all the medication that can help
bring him back to life. ' '

- If you go to some of our hospitals in
questlon just like most of the Nurses do, if
a pregnant woman registered in a hospital

' othier than the one she is about now being
put to bed, the Nurses there will even ignore
“her, even at the point of labour and if

miracle -does not happen, the woman may
even die there. That is what the Bill is
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securitt  larm. It may not be possible in all
parts of the state. While amending the Law,
I plead that they may look at that particular
section.

Section 9 also says: Every hospital shall
designate an official of the hospital as an
accident informer whose additional duty
shall be to inform the police anytime a
victim arrives in the hospital.

What we normally have in the hospitals
are nurses that are on duty at any given
time, just like police men on stand-bye, so
that we do not make them to employ more
people, this one is now an accident
informer, you stick them with a label.
Anybody who is on duty should be obliged
to perform this sacred duty of saving
human life.

Then Section 6 was talking about time
lag, but did not specify the time. Section 6
. says: Without prejudice to the foregoing
provisions, when a victim is brought 10 a
hospital, such a hospital shall immediately
attend to the victim for the purpose of
saving his life.

‘Immediately’ there should be replaced
with a given time, say within an hour of
arrival, the victim should have been
attended to, or within two hours.
‘Immediately’ makes room for even the
patient to lie there for days. ‘Immediately’
did not specify time.

Having made these observations, Mr
Speaker, T plead with my hon. Colleagues
to give this wonderful Bill the attention it
deserves so that it will be passed into law
within the shortest possible time. Thank
you, Mr Speaker.

20 May 2004
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. -Mr Speaker: - The hon. Member for
Enugu North (Mr Onoh) made contributions
during our previous sitting (Tuesday)
18/5/004. : .

Mr Onoh: Yes, Mr Speaker, but I heard
you say that debate should continue when
an hon. Member requested that the debate
be deferred from that day. But I am standing
on point of information, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker: Okay!

Mr Onoh: Mr Speaker, I wish to clarify
what the hon. Member for Igboeze North 1
(Mr Onyeze) said, that every hospital should
have an emergency ward and that the time
frame . should be stipulated. It is not
necessary because it is a case of emergency.
Thank you.

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 have
gone through the Bill and I am very
comfortable with the intent of the Bill as
regards the rationale behind the trailing of
the Bill. Mr Speaker, it appears as if
accident victims have been enduring some
moral obligations, because at present, even
in the Bible, we have a duty to be our
brother’s keeper. If a person sees somebody
who is a victim of an accident, it is to my
mind that such a person should develop a
moral duty towards the victim.

Distinction has to be made as to the
difference between a legal duty and a moral
dutv While a moral duty is at the discretion
of “u.v person that is involved, a legal duty
imposes some kind of obligation.

Till today, what has been guiding the
function of the police as to extracting police
report before treating an injured person is
motivated by police investigation which is
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not acknowledged by any law. We have
several instances of laws that is capable of
validating the assertion of this Bill.

The previous speaker has made mention
of Section 33(1) of the Constitution, and
then Section 34(1) which respectively
talked about right to life and then right to
dignity of human person. We are not going
to be-labour ourselves on that, but our

interest is that actually the rationale behind -

the extraction of this report to the hospital

bl
32

So, it now becomes a very big loop hole
or ~~ther lacuna in our legal system to
def.... a victim being isolated or rather
being denied treatment on the grounds of
susnicion that the person may be a criminal.

ow, we have a criminal code in this
cc....try which is applicable to the Southern
pa~ of this country. And there is no way in
th criminal code where it was specified
that if somebody happens to be involved in

_an accident that such person should extract

before treating the victim has been that it.

might be possible that the victim might be
an armed robber or that it might be possible
that the victim might have committed some
kind of crime, which to our mind does not
give the person ticket to foose his fife.

Section 36(12) of the 1999 Constitution,
made it clear that any offence that is
unknown to law ought not to attract a
punishment. As at the time the victim fell
into casualty there was nothing called an
offence that should have been ascribed to
the very person. So, it is in the interest of
justice and morality for such a person to
receive treatment so that even if at the end

of the day he happens to be found guilty of

an offence, then nothing stops punishment,
and moreover, leaving somebody to die,
cannot be punitive measure depending on
the kind of offence because in section 36(5)
of the Constitution, let me read it out: Every
person who is charged with o criminal
offence shall be presumed to be. innocent
until he is proved guilty. In this case, person
is note even charged. But it is just a
speculation that he might be. Even if the
person is ‘caught ready handed’, there is no
way any person can ascribe the status of a
criminal to the victim until he has been
proved guilty.

a police report before treatment. It is a mere
police regulation. And even Section 4(2) of
the . Robbery and Firearms  Special
Provisions Acts has made this clear, that i
has been the duty of any person, hospitals

o inics that to administer any drugs to
a  person suspected of having bullet
W ds should immediately report the

n
this section simply means, that, atleast, the
person ought to be admitted or ought to be
treated, ought to be in the process of giving
tr~~*ment or administration of drugs, as the
ci.. may be. It does not express or show
that such person under the influence of
pains should be taken to the police and
thereafter come to the hospital before he is
given treatment. That would be quite unfair.

“And .would be very very erroneous in.our

691

judicial system.

Also, the Fatal Accident Acts 1990 Laws

o~ he Federation, I cannot quote the
S on, but ]l am aware, it makes provisions
fi he treatment of Accident Victims. But
i at case, it limited it to the government
h._.itals. As in the case of trying to extract

report that police may use in subsequent
evidences in court. So, having laid this
background, Mr Speaker, it is my wish, and
my intention that since the House has been
in progress without any hindrance, it is time
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that we redress such anomally. It is time we
involve this moral duty into a [egal
obligation. 1 also have to make some
remarks on two sections of the
Constitution, which some previous speakers
have referred to in the last sitting of
Tuesday, 18" May, 2004. In section 16,
talks about Right of Appeal, therein, that
any hospital sealed up shall have the right
of appeal to the Honourable Attorney
General of the State.

It is my wish that the Committee that
will handle the Bill or Joint Committee, as
case may Dbe, should look into it, and
analyze the fact that the Attorney General is
not a court. It will be out of Order for any
Appeal to go to Attorney General, on the
grounds of matters he will not be aware of.
So it is my wish that Appeal should be next
Court of High Rank, for instance, if the
matter is being handled at Magistrate Court,
so Appeal should be directed to the High
Court. \

Then if the matter is being handled at
High Court, you suit out to the Court of
Appeal. Section 17 says something about,
the Governor’s Directive; the Governor
may give directive of a general or specific
character as to the observance of the
provisions of this law, by hospitals. Well, in
my own mind, it is not the duty of the
Governor to oversee what ever process the
law may wish to take. It is the duty of the
aggrieved person to beckon on the Law and
seek the protection of the Law. Because the
Governor might not even know how to treat
the case, and the treatment that has been
meted out to the person.

It is the aggrieved person or rather the
policeman in this case, which we know that
as at the time he had an accident that

20 May 2004
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treatment given to him was not deserved or
that treatment run short of the provisions of
the Law. Section 14 said about the Court
that have jurisdiction, that is: Thar High
Court of the state shall have jurisdiction to
try any offences committed under this law.
It is my s"mission that a special tribunal
that is of ..milar status as the Magistrate
Court will be established, so as to guarantee
quick dispensation of justice.

For instance, it takes the police about
two weeks to file a matter in the High
Court. But you can file a matter in the
Magistrate Court and it will leave the same
day, because of the time limit, and
availability, because they are spread all over
the Local Government. Again, there is no
local government in Enugu State that has no
Magistrate Court. So, Mr Speaker, on
grounds of this, 1 beg to call on my
Colleagues to really support this Bill and
specifically, the Joint Committee to really
scrutinize and look into the Bill before
bringing it to the House, because if at the
end of the day, we come up with a Bill may
be that it lacks some technical clause, then
the essence of the Bill might even be
defeated. So, I have to sit down and urge
my fellow Colleagues to support this
wonderful Bill. Thank you.

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr Speaker,
Sir, I wish to contribute to the debate on this
proposed law on saving lives of accident
victims and those with gunshot wounds. I
am supporting that those with gunshot
wounds be treated in the hospital because
gunshot wounds do not go only to armed
robbers. Armed robbers operate with guns
sometimes and they inflict the wounds from
their bullets on some of their victims and if
these victi—~ go to hospitals and cannot be
treafed bec.dse of harassment from police,
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it is his duly to ensure that the sctim

receives at least I aid and it is his diy to

ensure that the police are informad  vithin
twenty four hours or not later than i,

There are certain other changes. 1 ibink
those ones will ¢o to the Commitice  wish.
to urge members of this honourable louse
to please halp suve the lives of our jople
on the road. Save your own lite - vonuse
accident docs nof write application L2 e it
comes, [t comues whenever the oo of
negativity brings 1L But, i it hapr cos o
whoever it happeis, may be somebo s vou
know or your reintive or otherwize Giod
forbid it to happori 1o any of us, o o shody

else but it does Imppen. Let us save e by
giving this Bill a quick passeo Mr
Speaker, Sir. with this appeal to cu Lon.

Members | wish also to add beci e we
have heard so much debate on this .Vl und
1 am happy that nobody has spoke:.. 11 the
negative and there is no indication 1 any
hon. Member to speak in the negatt 2 i1 all
the people spoke 1 the positive. T ne o wvish
to call on the hon. Speaker ine the
Question be now put and end this deoie.

=

Question, Thur the Quuestion he o pud,
put and aareed (o, ‘

Main Question par and agrecd (.
Bill uccordingiy read ihe Second e

Mr Speslees: Honourable Coleoes,
the Bill before the House has saifed = ough
First and Sccond Readidg. | humbly +ish o
express my happiness to all of us a2 job
well done. I can say clearly that {0 3ill

received ‘the highest debate an well
articulated submmssions. 1 thank v wvery
much and do hope that subsequiit Lills

will  receive input more  tha what
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(rans sired on this particular Bill. 1 also hope
that- e spansor of this Bill 'will be very
very patient . when others ~are involved. |
sl you so much for yvour wonderful
corntibutions and 1 say to God be the glory.

ANMNOUNCEMENT

Ie . Spenier: Honourable Colleagues,
soinc e this week 1 refocated some hon.
M hers sitting positions in the House. |
am’ rappy that those re-focations  were
coreped with, More importantly, T wish to

dat ol of us are matore, It s only a
vant il wadts to be flogeed before he can
obiev. | believe that all of us are mature, 1 do
nut iz wend o hurt anybody s feelings. But if
bobae done that, directly or indirectly,
pleas e just forgive. Having said this, those
thai omplied . with the re-arrangement, |
with o appeal Lo those involved to get back
to th v sitting positions by Tuesday, 25"
M 2004, 1 wish to appeal again that
evins sudy must try as much as possible to
b ¢ohimselt or herselfs but if 1 notice
agen the kind of conspiricy we used to
e i the other end, and tends to happen
agan D will do total reshuffiement.

Sl

chite

- §thank vou all for ar feast complying
witly e arrangement without grudging. |
als oaice with dismay the rate and manner
hon.  Members  attend  to
siiv oo The sitting time s supposed to be
HC e Tam appealing that 10 a.m. be 10

\Wwlhieoo somie

dan, iy nest sitting, the moment it is 10.30
aann. twill ask the Sergeant-at-Arms to lock
e ¢k to the entrance. So that those of us

wihwr e here can go on with the business of
the  ay. Mot when e are almost
adicroning. an hon, Member will come up
to wond the Motion for adjournment. So
as te be accommodated in the Votes and
Prico sdimgs, 0 100 on the Verbatim Report.
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southern zone of Nigeria. The Ama
Gireen Field, just as contained in the

Motion  serves  as a  big  Dblessing
following  the  peacelul  atmosphere

existing in Bnugu State. which was made

possible by the dynamic Leader of
Fnugu  State, His  lixcelleney  the

Governor. And that glory should still go
on to be cnjoyed and harnessed by all
and sundry within the State.

Mr Speaker. vou will recall that the
talk about the junction of the Ama
Breweries now is the talk of the day. It
has become a different thing altogether,
since the company now came out in full
force in production. A company of that
nature, Mr Speaker, you believe must
hlave got a structured loading bay. cven

before  commencement  in the  first
instance.

Pooam fully convinced  that  the
company has that in stock, may he

awaiting stock that is construction of

foading bay. What this Motion is talking
of is that it ias now become necessary w

re-awaken  the consciousness ol that
company to now come o her due

functions by establishing a loading bay.
Howill not take anyone less than one hour
(0 pass across that particalar road now, i
will nol take one any means less than
one hour; that 1s my Constitueney, Last
time. we had cven a very fatal accident
at that particular spot as a result of the
congestion caused by the strong iron bay
constructed along the two sides of the
road.

[ st 2004
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Mr Speaker, 1 think what this Motion
is talking about i that the time has come
for such a giant company. the Ama
Grreen Field Brewerics, to now have a
diversion. We also vecall that it was as a
result of that Ama Green Field Brewertes
that His fixcelleney graciousty undertook

the  bypass  of  that particular  axis
following  the  normal  congestion

cspecially durig the Christmas periods,

S this activity is allowed 1o continue, we

recatt that it will even now go all out to
alfect all other major aspects of 9™ Nile
in terms of road congestion and then we
will not be betrer for it

This Motion is calling the auention
now and ever, that the company should
riscoup o o her functions and
responsibilities by constructing  this
foading bay so that there will he casy
flow of tallhic. We that,  that
particelar arca has now hecome  the
centre of attraction. In every other part of
the  company.  one  may see
loading and  off-loading taking  place.
even at night, at that particuiar arca. 10
jor instance, we atlow it o continue Tam
sure one would  better imagine what
would happen by December. The people
comg down to Nsukka will never have a
way not to ko of people going down to
Oghe or ke, or even Nawo or other
sections of the State, as thar particular
area has now become the connecting link
between the North, the South and what
have vou.

know

alwavs

My Speaker, | belicve that the Mover
of the Motion has made an in-depth
study of the situation and it behoves on
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this honourable Housc to do her own
function as the watch-dog of the society
by aliowing this Motion to go.

Mr  Speaker, 1 therefore, usce this
opportunity to call on my Collcagues.
the distinguished hon. Members of this
honourable House to picase give this
Motion its due passage. T beg o rest my
speech. Thank vou,

Leader: Mr Speaker, 1 do not know
where the Ama Green Field Browery is
located, whether 1t is in Udi North or
Udi South. The only thing I know is that
s located in Udi Local Government
Arca.

The blessings talked about by the
cstablishment of the Brewery industry in
Fnugu State cannot be overemphasized.
but the fact huas got to be noted at this
particular time, now that we are at the
end o August. by next month we enter
the “mber” and 9" Mile and its environs
suve always veen know for their hively
situation during the “mber” periods and
for any maa-made action to now bring
untold hardship to people should now be
controlled. This is why [ have risen o
support this Motion that has come at a
very good time.

We o know  that the  BEnugu Swle
Government cinbarked on a byc-pass
road construction aimed at decongesting
the mushroom problems of trafTic jam.
not only during the December period but
even at present. So. the problem of
allowing  the  company to  causc
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additional obstruction cannot be accepted
at tiis pomnt i time.

On the question of having a loading
bay. I think the company has cnough
tand for the provision of the Toading bay.
cither opposite or by the side.

I'heard that there was o faal accident
at that place last time as o result of that.
I that should happen now. then ondy
God would save us main
aciivities of the Christmas draws ncarer.
Hane is in a small vehicle {following a

when e

big one. sometimes he mav not see
beyond a  killometre  for  oncoming

vehicle, and the behaviour ol some of the
drivers of these big vehicles are so bad.
hat a times, one begins to think whether
these peonic are really humnn beings.
But a stitch in time saves nme. Enough
provision should be made for these big
vehicles and even the small ones, some
belonging to the staft” of the company
and some to visitors.

Mr M. Njere:  On o point of
information! Ny Speaker. Towant 1o
inform the hon. Leader and my clow
hon. Colleagues that Ama Green ield
Breweries has a loading bav of more
than one hundred  stalls where it
parking and loading the commodities.
So. 1t has a parking space. ‘That i the
information I want to give, Mr Speaker,

s

My Speaker: Honourable Collcagues.
[ think this information is overtaken now
hecause this Motion is on natice. So il
the hon. Member for tidi North A
Njezeyr has all these  information. h

N

<
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should have indicated this (o the Tlouse
before now.

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, it is
Jjustan information, so it does not matter.

Mr  Speaker:  Order!  Order!!
FHonourable Colleagues. this information
s very vital and we cannot sweep
under  the carpet,  because it these
facilities arc existing at Ama Green [ield
Breweries, we may be embarrassing the
management ol the Brewery; if all these
facilitics are there, what are we talking
about.

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, if ther
is o loading bay already cxisting, wh
are they not making usc of’it?

Mr Speaker: 1 there is already
existing loading bay, what we will be

talking about is for them to make usc of
it. The Motion here is talking about their

providing a loading bay, and if there is
existing onc there. what we will be
taiking about is urging them to make
sure that they are making use of the

loading  bay, and not talking of
establishing  or constructing one. The

two are different things.

Deputy Leader: On observation. Mr
Spcaker, it one goes where we are
talking about, cven this morning, it was
heetic. That information is not a proper
information. I am telling us that Ama
Green Field Breweries is yet to construct
a loading bay, and nonc is in use. What
we are talking about that is existing there
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is obstruction. complete obstruction of
the roads.

Mr  Speaker: Order! Thore s
difference  between  constructing a
loading bay and blocking the roads. Tt
could  be  that they have all these
factlities. but because of the tenorance of
the drivers, they are not making use of it
What we shall be talking of now is to re-
enforce the Ama Green Field Breweries
to cnsure that they load at the loading
hay.

a

Deputy Leader: Ny Speaker, is that
the only pomt that could pull down
pravers two and three?

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
can we listen? The Leader should sit
down. I have the {loor now. (Laughier) |
really appreciate the observation made
by the hon. Member far Udi North (A/r
Njeze). 1 cqually appreciate the eltort
made by the Mover of the Motion and of
course, the co-Sponsors. T suggest we are
not going to kil this Motion: what |
suggest is a formal Motion for deferment
of further debate on this Motion pending,
detatled investigation to be carried out by
the NMover of the Motion. (rofonged
Interruptionsi.

My Spealker: The hon. Member for
Awgu  South (M Macduabu)  should
pleasc just relax, no problem. What is the
problem’” Can we listen?

Chief Whip: The issuc before us as
identified by the hon. Member for Udi
North (A Njeze) is very pertinent. The
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issuc is not whether or not they have
iouding vay. The issuc is that they are
not loading there or they are not making
use of it. We can appreciate the fact that
the Mover of the Motion did not make
praper investigation before coming up
with the Motion. And what we should do
is that we just have to amend praver one,
The content of the Motion has nothing to
doowith it Afl he emphasis has heen the
obstruction causcd by the lorry drivers.
That has nothing to de with construction.
Construction is an internal player trying
to solve the nuisance causcd by foin
drivers. The issue now is that we are
arguing  on the  suspension  of - this
Motion, sav. ¢n account of Praver one.
When we are talking of Motion, we aic
tatking of Prayer and vice versa. My
thinking is that we should armend praver
nne to really urge the “ma Brewery (o
obey  strict compliance  ¢f confining
tratler drivers o their respective loading
bays.

Mr Speaker: Can 1 ask the Chicl
Whip a question?

Chief Whip: Yes.

Mr Speaker: Now il we amend
praver one and somewhere along the line
we discover that they do not have
ioading bay, what do we do? Do we go
back and come up with anciher Motion
asking them to construct foading bay?

Mr M. Njere (Udi North): The Chiefl

Whip is talking about changing praver
one. Lven the prayer two there was
approved by Federal  Road  Safety

{7 Angust, 200
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Commission to prevent accident there.
The ~stumps we are asking them 1o
remove  was  to prevent aceident. |
cqually want 1w et vou know that the
management the  Brewery had
compfained about those lorries that park
along the road mstead of coming mto the
bayv but the fact is that it is not within
them to control them. 1 is within the fan
enforcement agency. 1 like the Motion
about decongesting that part but I borrow
what the Speaker said that we should
it that can make proper
mvestigation, may be. even change the
caption, change prayers so thnt we do not

of

defer SO W

rndicule ourselves.

My Speaker: Anotier information! 117
vou ook at page twao, ook at the fifth
e, The management of the compan:
should: as c« maiicr of urgency, consiriet
loading bay for their miei ons valned
castomers (o alleviate the suffering of the
people alone (his road. Inas much as
vou change pravers, the body of ihe
praver is very important too.

Chiet Whip:  You are  getting
something wrong.
Mr  Speaker: | am nol  getting

anvthing wrong.

Chiet Whip: Thank vou, My Speaker.
You sce, while T acknowledee the fact
that we might step down the Motion |
want o bring to your notice that it is not
for those ol us here o envisage that there
s a loading bay in Ama Brewery and
there s no place it has been cazetted that
there s a loading hay there. Sou it is onhy
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when they begin to use the Joading bay
that people will gci to know that there is
a Joading bay. That is onc. Now, |
equally want to bring to your notice that
deferring the debate or rather stepping it

down would be culminated as a result of

laziness. Laziness in the sense that if a

Motion can be amended, the content of

the prayvers and the substantive Motion
can as well bc amended. So 1 do not see
anything written in this two prayers that
could not be amended il we are willing
to do that. So the issuc is not stepping
down. if vou step it down, it is about
trying o cultivate  different  attitude
altogether. So let us try and amend thosc
prayvers and sec what to do.

Mr Speaker: | am the presiding
officer. Right now, if the Motion sail
through, well;  the Housc will  be
projected. If the Motion does not sail
through, we take it in good faith. But
what | do is that | want the right thing to
be done. If it is a popular opinion that we
sit down here and do some amendments
and this Motion can go on with it -~ fine.
I it is popular opinion. we can step it
down for them to do proper investigation
and change the caption.

Deputy Leader: Clarification! Mr
Speaker, my clarification is on earlicr
situation why [ ant appreciating the fact
to step down the Motion. In an carlier
situation, it will be a negation of the fact
for you to ask the Mover or the Movers
to go and cross-check, that is the area |
oppose. And even right now we are
sitting here, if you pass there you will
sce what is happening. T am sorry that
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cven some people i this House have not
cven kihown the place. (Laughior).
And right now they arc tatking or saving
whatever. 1 there s a loading bay in
Nigeria Breweries Ple. Ama Green Field,
Enugu, it is never being used: it is never
uscd: 1 there is anything like that it is
never used. And the practical example ...
(Interruptions).

Mr Speaker: Order! Order!

Deputy Leader: So what I am saving,
Mr Speaker, is that instead of including
the Mover or the Movers of the Motion
to go there you should ask the House
Commilice on  Works, Transport and
Housing 1o go there and find out.
(Interruptions).

Mr Speaker: Well, [ think what the
Deputy Leader is saying 1Is correct,
because the House Committee on Works
o AInterruptions).

Several hon. Members: Yes.

Mr Speaker: Well. well, 1 think we
really have o step down this Maotion. In
doing that T humbly wish to request or 1
am mandating the House Commitice on
Works, since this job has been done by
the two hon. Members for Aweu (A r
Maducahu) and Ezeagu (Mr Anikive) and
we have to step it down for obvious
reasons, 1 want a situation where they
will - assist,  go  there  tomorrow  or
thercabout 1o find  out whether  the
Company has a loading bay or not and
report back (o the House or to report
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back to the Committce at feast to have an
idea of what we
plcase.

are talking about,

So, let us have formal Motion for
stepping down further debate on this
very important Motion.

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, I want to
move the Motion for stepping down of
the Motion on notice on this Floor of the
House. In doing that 1 wish o et us
know that when somcbody is doing
something the people speaking on the
particular issuc ... (fnferruptions).

Mr Speaker: Order! I want the hon.
Member for Udi North (Ar Njeze) 1o
listen, the Moton should be that further
debate be deferred to enable the Housce
Committee on Works. Transport and
Housing do proper investigation on the
information there.

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, the Motion |
moved is for the stepping down of the
Motion on debate, for the Mover of the
Motion and House Commitice  on
Works, Transport and Housing and that
of Information to go to the Company ...
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Information
(Profonged Laughter) Order! The hon.
Member for Udi North (A Njeze)
should please wait. What he should do iy
Just to move a Motion for stepping down
further debate and leave the rest for me.
I will do it (Interruptions). Order!
Order! No! No! Just move a Motion for
stepping down further debate on this
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Motion but allow me to take decision on

who ‘and  who should do  {further

investigation.

Mr Njeze: Okay, no problem. The

Motion is  herehy moved.
(Interruptions).
Several hon. Members: What s

moved?

M Speaker: Stepping down further

debate on this Motion.

An hon. Member: ¢t hilm move 1t
property. ‘

Mr Speaker: Okay.

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member [or
Udt North (M Njeze) should move it
properly.

Mr Njeze: Mr Spcaker, [ usc this
opportunity according to your demand
o AInterruplions)

Mr Speaker: Nol Noib [t is not
according to my demand. It is not truc.

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, T here now
move that further debate on this Motion
be deferred. Thank vou,

Mrs C. Eneh (Udt south)y: dMe
Speaker, T have risen (o sccond the

Motion. Mr Speaker, 1 want vou to use

your good office ... (lerruptions:

Onestion put and agrecd 1o,
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Mr Speaker: Now hon. Colleagucs,
the  House Committce  on  Waorks,
Transport and Housing is now mandated
by the hon. Speaker to look into this
matter. Thank you and God bless vou.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Visits

Mr Speaker: The House Committee
on Culture and Tourism will visit Fnugu
State Council of Arts and Culture on
Wednesday, 1§ August. 2004 at 1la.m.
prompl. Take-off point is at Room 225,
Chairman’s Office. Please be punctual.
It was signed by the hon. Member for
Nsukka Fast (M. 1mu).

Please possibly the House Committee
on  Works, Transport and Housing
should try to do this job and get prepared
and report back to the House so that we
should have this Motion again or ncver
on Thursday, o August, 2004, that is,
we have it on Thursday or never.

Meceting

The House Committec on Lands.
Housing, and Transport will mect today
at 2p.m. for very important brieling.
Venue is Chairman’s office, Room 19,
Legislative  Building,  Enugu.  Every
Member of the Committee is Kindiy
requested (o be there. It was signed by
the hon. Member for Enugu South 1 ¢\ r
Chukywuegho), the Chairman.

At this juncture. T wish to formally
welcome our {riends, brothers and sisters
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who came this morning to watch our
proceedings. 1 sincerely  want o
apologize, although, it is not our making:
it was a power (NEPA)Y falure. That iy
why we did not have light this morning
here; that is why cvervbady is sweating
incliding my humble scll Soo just
endure with us. [ do hope that some other
tme when vou come the situation might
be improved. So. you arc welcome and
Ciod hless vou.

Deputy  Speaker: Where are  they
from"

Mr Speaker: The people who are
here this morning are the students of
Political Science, University ol Nigeria,
Nsukka. Thank you.

ADJOURNMENT

Leader: Thank vou Ny Speaker. Mav
I move that this Housce do now adjourn
1 hursday, 191 August. 2008 2t T0am.
Thank you

Mr C. Ugwu (Lnugea Tast Th: Mr
Speaker Sir, 1 have risen o sccond the
Motion as moved by the Leader of the
Housec.

Qaestion pul and agreed to.
Kesohved That ihe House do now
adjourn i1l Thursday, 19" August. 200

at 10am.

Adjovrned aceordingly o 120 pon
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HOUSLE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA
Thursday, 19" August. 2004

The [louse met al 10 a.m.
PRAYERS

(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mr Speaker: Fonourable Colleagues,
our Votes and
Tuesday 17" August, 2004 are before us. |

have gone through them and to the best of

myv knowledge they are correct. However, 1
wish to welcome your comments. Thank
VOl

Mr  E. Maduabu (Awgu South):
Honourable Colleagues, [ have equally

gonc through the Votes and Proceedings of

Tucsday 17" August, 2004 and T found
them to be correct. |, thercfore, move for
their adoption. Thank you.

Mr Speaker: Plcase, | just want (o
point out something before seconding the
Motion as moved by the hon. Member for
Awgl South (M Maduabuy. 11 vou look at
the Report where the Speaker mandated the
House Committee on  Lands, Housing,
Works and Transport to carry  oul
investigation and report back to the House
by Thursday 19" August. 2004. My hon.
Colleagues. I am surprised the report was
not reflected  in today’'s  Ovder Paper.
However, is the Committee ready for the
report?

Praceedings No. 22 of
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An ‘hon. Member: [t does not matter.
the report is now ready.

Deputy Whip: Mr Speaker, | have risen
to second the Motion as moved by the hon,
Member for Awgu South (A Meaduabu)

Question put and agreed 1o,

Fotes and Proceedings of Tuesday 17"
Auwgrust, 2004 accordingly adopied
REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON
LANDS, TIOUSING, WORKS AND
TRANSPORT ON A VISIT TO THIE
HONOURABLE MINISTER or
AVIATION ON FRIDAY, THE '
DAY OF AUGUST 2004

Chairman Work Committee: Scquel
to  the mandate given to the House
Commitlee on Lands, Housing. Works and
Transport on the 6™ of July, 2004 by the
honourable  Speaker to  visit  the  THou.
Minister of Aviation Lo determine  the
present  stalus  of  Enugu  Auport,  the
members did not hesitate in carrving out the
assignment with cvery  commitment and
urgency it merited.

PRELIMINARY VISISTS AND
ASSESSMENTS

Al VISIT TO TIIE ENUGU
AIRPORT MANAGER

Mr Speaker, Sir, due to the Tact that il
subject matter is one that will enhance the
cconomic and social development ol the
statc and the entire nation in general. the
commitice members resumed s
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assignment by visiting the  General
Manager of the Enugu Airport on the 19"
of July, 2004 for fact findin

g
During the visif, the Gencral Manager
informed the commitiee that there
reasonable facilities in Enugu Airport that
wonld enhance the uvpgrading of Enugu
Atrport  to an international  one. e
maintained that the runway in the Enugn
Airport remains the best in the country but
only needed expansion (o accommodate
more aircraft and bigger ones. The recent
provision of localizers and glideslides in
the Enugu Airport are added advantage
over the demand for the change of status.

Were

Mr Speaker, Sir. however, the Ajrport
Manager was of the opinion that the sfate
Government should step in to complement
the cfforts of the Federal Government by
providing good access road, pipe bome

water, ete. to fully attract the presence of

the Federal Government.

INTERACTION WITH THE
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN ON
AVIATION, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES FTON.
DR. MARTINS OKE

B.

My Speaker Sir, on the arrival of the

Committee members to Abuja on the 5" of

August 2004, some members  of  the
committee were opportuned to have met
with the House Comumitiee Chairman on
Aviation, Hon. Mariins Oke who represents
the people of Igboetiti/Uzouwani IFederal

Constitucney for bricling on the status of

Enugu Atrport.

19 Augnst, 2004
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ISIS

e Oke apprised the committee that he
has been making frantic cfforts n ensuring
tha Ministry ol Aviation
carmnesth i the upgrading of the Bnueu
Airport. However, he fold
that he felt very uncomtfortable when he
read in the Guurdian and  This Day
newspapers sometimes ago over the press
statement made by his colleague in the
National  Assembly, Scnator Chris Nshii
that the Federal Government has dropped
its plan to upgrade [nugn Airport. e
informed the committee that as a result of
this, that he organized a press Conforence
in Bnugu with the Hon Commissioner for
informa and also  another
conferenice with Senator Nshii to counter
earlier  press statements  made by the
Senator as he blamed the press for such
misrepresentation.

the responds

o Committee

fion press

MEETING WITH THE THON.
MINISTER OF AVIAITON, MALLAM
ISA YAGUDA

The meeting  with the  Hononrable
Minister started at 12.15p.m. with the
introduction  of the Members™ of House

Committee on Lands Housing, Works and
Transport by Hon, Barrister Bugene Odo as
was mandated by the Leader of the Team.
Hon. Prince Offor Chukwuegho. Hon, Odo
totd the Minister that they had come o
thank hiim for all his efforts in making sure
that Enugu Alrport was upgraded to an
mnternational one and equally pleaded with
him to expedite action in making surce that
work resumed immediately.

In his  own responsc, Mallam s
Yaoeuda, thanked he Members of  the
committee for paving him such a very
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important visit. He informed the committee
that he has been using nis Ministry’s
allocation to install modern facilities in the
Enugu Airport with the view of preparing
the ground for the change of status.

Although, he was of the view that the
Enugu runway should be expanded to
accommodate bigger aircraft in order Lo
realize this dream but complained scriousty
that financial constraint has becen iheir
impediment. He stressed that the Enugu
Airport remains the safest Airport for the
taking off and landing of aircraft in the
country.

The Hon. Minister solicited the support
of the Enugu State Government towards
the provision of good access road, pipe
borne water to the Enugu Airport, as the
[Federal Government cannot do everything.

During his speech, he cqually informed
the committee that the President of the
Republic  of  Nigeria, Chiel Olusegun

Obasanjo. has approved the change of

name ol the Enugu Airport to Akanu tbiam
Alrport to immortalize the great Hero.

Conclusively, beforc adjournment, the
deputy Speaker, Hon. David Atigwe gave
the vote of thanks and the mecting ended at
1.02p.m.

THE MEMBERS Or THE
COMMITTEE  PRESENT  WERE  AS
FOLLOWS:

Hon.  Prince  Offor  Chukwuegbo

Chairman

Hon. Barrister Eugene Odo — Member
Hon. Amu Felix — Member

Hon. Ani Donatus - Member

19 Jugust, 2004
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Hon. David Atigwe — Member
[Hon. Nze Michael Onyeze — Member
Hon. Emimanuel Maduabu - Member
Mr {dike Ogbonna ~ Sceretary

Also Mr Jonas Ugwuanvi scrved as the
Chief Press Secretary.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the address ol the
Committee 1o the Hon, Minister of Aviation
is hereby attached.

Thanks and to God be the Glory,

Yours inn service
(Sgd) Hon. Prince Offor Chukwuegho
Committee Chairman

Leader (Afr Anichdocu): Thank vou Mr
Speaker, may 1 move that this Report from
Committee on I ands. Housing. Works and
Transport be accepted for consideration at a
fater  date to be determined by the
Committec on Rules and Business. Thank
you.

Deputy  Leader (Al dAnilwe) Mr
Speaker, Sir, 1 have riscn to second  the
Motion as moved by the Leader of the
House (Mr Anichukovu).

Question pul and agreed (o,
ANNOUNCEMENT
Meeting

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues.
plcase we should meet in myv office for a
very important meeting. Al honourable
members should at the rising of the House

move to my office for the meeting.
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Computerization

The computerization of the steff of the
House of Assembly is taking place this
motning and I hope that the hon. Members
will hurry up to meet with the authoritics
doing the computerization excieise.

Visit

The members of the House Commitice
an Youths and Sports will pay an official
visit to the Ministry of Youths and Sports
on Friday 20" August, 2004 departurc time
is 10a.m. from Enugu State House of
Assembly Complex. Please be there and on
time signed by Hon. Christopher Ugwy,
Chairman.

Meeting

Members of the Commitiece on Rules
and Business will meet on Tuesday. 24"
August. 2004 at 10a.m. hon. Colleagues, |
have not being able to receive a clear
message from the office of Fassages and
Visa. [ request that we adjourn till Tuesday
(247872004, this will give us gap instead of
adjourning  tll Wednesday, we have
¢rough time at our disposal. Assuming we
adiourn tifi Thursday 26" August, 2004, we
do not know the exact date and time we
imight be invited to Abuja so that it will not
be difficuit to reach each and everyonc of
us.

Change of Date
Please the mecting scheduled for

Tuesday 24" August, 2004, will now take
place on Monday, 23" August, 2004,

010

Venue Room [113A. Signed by the
Chairman (Mr Anichulomu).

Visit

The House Commitiee  on Lands,
Housing, Works and Transport will visit the
NBU Amah Green Field. Every Member s
expected 1o converge in Room 119
Chairman's Office for the take offl. Signed
Hon  (Prince)  Offor  Chukwuegbo.
Chairman. That is after the meeting in mv
office, and they can go.

ADSJOURNMIINT

Leader: Mr Spcaker Sir, may I move
that this honourable House do now adjoum
till 10a.m. on Tuesday 24™ August, 2004,
Thank you, Sir.

Mrs C. Ene (Udi Southy: Mr Speaker
Sir, T have risen to second the Motion f{or
adjournment as moved by the l.eader of the
House (Mr Anichulovi)

Question put and agreed (o,
Resolved: That the House do now
adjourn 1l Tuesday, 24" August, 2004 at

10a.m.

Adjorned accordingly ot 1155
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Enmugu State House of Assembly Debates

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA
Tuesday, 24" August, 2004

The House met at 10 a.m.

PRAYERS
Mr Speaker in the Chair

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
we have before us our Votes and
Proceedings No. 23 of Thursday 19"
August, 2004, [ have gone through them
and found them to be correct. However, |
call for your comments.

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr
Speaker, Sir, 1 have gone through our
Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 19"
August, 2004 and found them to be correct.
[ therefore move for the adoption of the
Votes and Proceedings. Thank vou.

Mr O. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South):
Mr Speaker, Sir, [ have risen to second the
Motion as moved by the hon. Membei for
Awgu North (Mr Encbe).

Question put and agreed (0.

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 19"
August, 2004 accordingly adopted.
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ORDER OF THE DAY
Consideration of the Report from
Committee on Lands, Housing Works
and Transport

On a Visit to the ITon. Minister of
Aviation on 6" August, 2004

Leader (AMr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker.
Sir, may I move that the Report belore this
honourable House "be now considered.
Thank you.

Mr Enche: Mr Spcaker, Sir, [ stand (o
second the Motion as moved by the Leader.

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
you will recall  that the Commitice
mentioned sent in their Report during last
week’s sitting. It was deferred to a later
date for consideration. And ioday, the
Leader has moved a Motion that the House
do consider the Report and it has been duly
seconded. The [Floor is open; Members arc
allowed to make their contributions on this
Report. Thank you.

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, [ havce
risen to contribute to the debate on the
Report  submitted by the Works and
Housing Committee to this honourable
House. Tirst of all, I want to start by
thanking the Committce Chairman  and
Members for a job well done. They were
able to do their job according to
specification.  We  equally  thank  the
Almighty God for journey mercies because
it 1s not easy ta travel from here to Abuja
and back without storics. We also thank
them for this their Report. The Report itseif
Is a means to an end and not an end itsetf. |
have gone through the Report and one thing
that is clear from that their visit is that the
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hon.  Senator  Nshii, from what we
discovered, was not really speaking the
mind of the government of the day. The
Minister has tried to explain things to the
Committee. Part of what he explained was
that there was need for the State
Government to be a partner in this respect
by constructing of a modern runway for the
airport.

After looking at the report, | am of the
opinion that the House Committece should
continue in this direction. They should
liaise  with  the Executive arm  of
government to find a way to achieve all
those things that the Minister said the State
government should do, and the House on
its part should be very watchful and be
very pro-active on issues concerning that
Airport project because the moment you go
to sicep, this international airport project
will slip off our hands. I believe that the
Committee  should  be given further
mandate in this direction until we achicve
the result we want to achieve. Thank you.

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikbwe): Mi
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone thiough
the Report and the main thing that

fascinated me was that the Committee was
able to draw some serious words from the
mouth of the Chairman of the Senate
Commitlee on Aviation. If you go to page
three, paragraph two, although he was of
the view that the Enugu runway should be
expanded to accommodate bigger aircrafts
in  order io realise its dream, but
complained  seriously  that  financial
constraint has been their impediment. He
stressed that the Enugu Airport remains the

safest Airport for taking-off and landing of’

aircraft in the country.
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This s a powerful  statcment
coming [fom the mouth of somebody who
has an otherwise good thought of the
Airport before. This gives me  joy (o
commend the Chairman, Vice Chairman,
and other Members of the Convmittee and |
fech that a very nice job has been donc
there.

very

The composition of the Committec is
actually an exposttion of the most ralenmud
Members of the House. The Committee
should be encouraged to follow-un actions
until the realization of the intendment of
this Motion, that is, up-grading the Enugu
Airport to International Status.

Mr Speaker, equally if you go down
there yon will sec that there is not much to
be debated. In view of that 1 have no
hesitation  whatsoever  that  this  IHouse
would adopt this Report as it will go a long
way in actualizing the dream of the people

or BEnugu State. i, thereforc, urge my
Collcagucs  to adopt this all-important

Report as a working document for both the
House and the entire peaple of Enupu State.
Thank yvou.

br J.U. Onoh (Enugn North): Mr
Speaker, Sir, in the absence of further
contributions I hereby  move  that  the
Question be put. Thank you.

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Nr
Speaker, Sir, I wish to contribute to the
Report. As most speakers said the issue is
not going 1o the Minister and bringing the
Report. The Minister emphazized much on
the issuc ... (Mterruptions)

Deputy Leader: Point of Information!
Mr Speaker, Sir, my information is that the
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last speaker was a Member of the
Committee who was physicaily present and
had gone ahead to put it in writing. Telling
us more on the Report they have written is
a mere repetition, and there was a Motion
before the House. (Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: The Deputy [eader
should understand that despite the fact that
there was a Motion that the Question he
put, T can still use my discretion to allow
the Motion to go on. Actually [ had wanted
somebody to talkk on the Report.

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr
Speaker, Sir, my information is that being a
Member of the Committee does not
disenfranchise one from contributing to the
Motion on the Floor of the House. One can
throw more light or emphasize the issuc.

Mr Speaker: Everybody is free to
contribute whether he is Member or not.
That is what I want to say.

Deputy Leader: It is only when therc i1s
confusion or clarification.

Mr Speaker: Well [ do not know how
true it is but nobody should be a judge over
his case. The House mandated them to go
to Abuja and they came back and gave us
Report and we are now examining the
Report. There is not basis for somebody
who is a Member of the Committec to start
contributing unless, probably, he wants to
give us information which is not contained
in the Report.

Mr E. Maduabu: Mr Speaker. Sir,
Point of Information! 1 am induced to
highlight certain issues to the House. {t is
based on the Report. [ participated in the
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visit to the hon. Minister, and then he was
emphasizing on the issue of the State
Government, thaf is, our own Government,
to provide water and road. not tarmac.
Somebody  was  saying that the tarmac
shoutd be widened; that is not what he said.
The Minister was saying that the Federal
Jovernment is coming to  extend the
runway, which is the tarmac, but the only
problem is  resources;  that  the  State
Government should try and help them by
constructing a road (one certain road).
which they emphasized on.

Fam urging the House to ...

Mr Speaker: In as much as the hon.
Member for Awgu South /M Maduabu)
has the right to contribute. he should not
give us what is contained in the Report
unless he has different ideas to put forward.
According (o the information 1 am gelting
now, they said that the hon. Member for
Awgu South (Mr Muduabi) rose because
somebody said that State Government
should expand the runway which of course
was  not  what the Minister said. The
Minister was cmphasizing on assess road
and provision of water at the Airpor(, and
not on the runway.

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, | just wanl
to clarify this issue before 'he House:
Conunittee Member caimot contribule on
the issuc! There is no way. My position is
that  a  Committee  Member  should
contribute.  For example, that particular
Report brought to the Housc was nat read
in full. They did not read the full text of the
Report. By the time we contribute here, it
will be understood better. What [ am saying
is that everybody has the right to contribute
to the Report.
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Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for
Awgu North (Mr Enebc) should please
excuse me. Let us not deliberate on this
matter too long. What 1 am saying is that il
a Member has any-fresh thing to tell us the
person can go on and tell us, and not going
into reading cverything in the Report. It is
mere repetition.

Mr Maduabu: That was not what I did,
Mr Speaker; 1 reacted to'a statciment made
by an hon. Member.

My Speaker: Order! I do not know why
some people fail to take corrections in good
faith. If T alfow the hon. Member for Awgu
South (Mr Maduabu) say what he
wanted to say and at the end of the day we
go, it does not make sense. Somebody
wants to protect what we are doing.

w

Deputy Speaker (A Atigwe): Mr
Speaker, may [ go further on the argument
made by the hon. Member for Awgn North
(Mr Fnebe). Whether one is a Member of
that Committee or not, one has the right to
contribute on the Report before the House.

My Speaker: That is what the hon.
Member said, and [ do not know why we
wanted to make something out of nothing. |
said Yes on what the hon. Member for
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) said, provided
that the hon. Member will not go back and
start telling us the story in the paper
presented to us and duly stgned.

If there is any other issue, like hon.
Member for Awgu North said, if a Mcmber
has forgotten few things. and along the
line, he wanted to bring up those issues so
that wo can incorporate it into the Report,
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there is nothing wrong about that. but not
when he wants to contribute on the Report,
he starts repeating exactly what has already
been read i the Report by the Chairman,
that 1s what I cannot atllow. ‘

What the hon. Member tor Awgu North
(Mr lInebe) said is correct. [ there is a
Report, it does not exclude the views of the
Cotiunittee Members, It is believed that all
the Committee Members were there on the
writing of the Report.

Mr
the

Mr J.U. Onol (Enugu
Speaker, Sir, I rise 0 move
Question be now put.

North):
that

Question, That the Question be now put,
pud and agreed to.

Main guestion put and agrecd (0.

Resolved.: That the Report presented by
the Committee on Lands, Housing, Works
and Transport on a Visit to the Honourable
Minister of Aviation on 6™ August, 2004 be
adopted.

Report accordingly adopier

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleaguces,
we  have adopted  the Report from
Committee, and just like most of vs said,
particularly the hon. Member for Awgu
North (Mr Encbe), adopting this Report
does not mean that the issue has come 1o an
end. 1 wish to mandatc the tousc
Commiltee to liaise with the appropriate
authority of the Government of Finugu State
to cnsure that all the facilities which the
Minister requested the State Government to
provide are provided.

the
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The Committee should equally try as
much as possible to endcavour to contact
our Members at the National Assembly.
especially our Representative who is the
Chairman, House of Representative’s
Committee on Aviation, hon. Dr. Martins
Okeh and of coursc all our Senators, to
ensure that these things are accomplished
as soon as possible. Thank you.

Report from Committec on Lands,
Housing, Works and Transport on the
Visit to Nigerian Breweries Ple Ama
Green Ficld, Envgu

(Adjowrned debate on question, 17"
August, 2004)
Chairman  (Mr  Chukwueghbo):  Mr

Speaker, Sir, the House Committee on
Lands, Housing, Works and Transport was
mandated by the hon. Speaker on the 17"
of August, 2004 to visit the NBL, Ama
Brewery to ascertain the position of their
loading bay and report back to the House.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Members of the
Committee visited the NBL, Ama Brewery
on the 19™ August, 2004 and carricd out a
very thorough and substantial inspection of
the Company’s loading bay under the
leadership of hon. David Atigwe who was
directed by the Committee Chairman hon.
Prince Offor Chukwueghbo to lead the
delegation. However, during the visit, the
Committee observed that the NBL, AMA
Brewery has a loading bay but not spacious
enough to accommodate all the long
vehicles that queue up to load their drinks.

The Public Relations Manager Eastern
Region of the NBL, AMA Brewery, Mr
Nwana, blamed the dealers for the
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congestion of the main road and for not
adherihg strictly to the Resident Time of the
Management. He informed the Commitice
that, they have arranged with  the
transporters (dealers) to have parks within
the vicinity of the company in order to
accommodate their vehicles before coming
in to load. Mr Nwana told the Commitice
that at present, one of the transporters is
already developing a park for his vehicles.

Conclusively, hon.  David  Atigwe,
thanked the Management of NBL, AMA
Brewery for their high level of ngenuin
and hard-work in  complementing the
efforts of the Federal Government and 1Dr
Chimaroke  Nnamani, the  Exccutive
Governor of Enugu  State in providing
democracy benefits to the people. ile
cmphasized that the site of NBL, AMA
Brewery in Enugu was a blessing to all and
sundry and encouraged the management of
the company to always live up to
expectation.

The visit came to and end at 6.05p.m.
Thanks and To God be the Glory.

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker,
Sir, may [ move that the Report from the
Committec on Lands, Housing, Works and
Transport on a visit to the Nigerian
Brewerics Ple, Ama Green Field Enugu be
accepted for immediate consideration by
this honourable Touse.

Mr F.E. Amu (Nsukka FEast):
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion.

Mr

Question put and agreed (o,
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Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr
Speaker, Sir, [ have risen to contribute 1o
this Report before this Housc. Mr Speaker,
my contribution is based on the second
paragraph of this Report on the [ront page
in lines six to eight, where the Commitiee
said that there is a loading bay but it is not
big enough. And this is the wajor highlight
in this Report.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in considering the issue
of the loading bay, our major concern now
is how 1o decongest the traffic on that road.
[ am of the opinion that the Nigerian
Breweries Limited Pic (NBL) is a company
that has been in cxistence {or several years:
theretore. anything one is going to tell
them or suggest to them to decongest
traffic on that road must have long term
effect not ad-hoc. So, there i3 neced (o
ensure that those trailers do not park on
that road. It is either they are inside their
loading bay or they are somewhere clse. |
am of the opinion that it is necessary that
this FHouse should encourage and urge the
Nigerian Breweries Limited (NBL) to Inok
for a parking site or a car park or a lorry
park where those lorries ... (Inlerruptions).

Several hon. Members: Loading bay!

Mr Enebe: No, | do not want to usc
bay. If one uses bay they will tell one that
they have bay. We are talking ot a kind of
park may be opposite or adjacent to where
these lorries can stay and then come out
one after the other instead of parking aleng
the road; it is not fair. They have a wall; it
is inside that wall that is their compound:
the major road is not their compound. So.
they should acquire a land where these
lorries can now stay and have that ptace for
loading not in other places. If they arc not
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foading. what they will probably do is o be
restricled within their wall. [f they fail 10 do
that we should urge them o acquire a land:
these lorries will park there and from there
they can now enter the factory to load.
Thank vou, Mr Speaker,

Chielf Whip (AMr Odo): Mr Speaker, Sir,
fram not contributing per s~ to the Report,
but [ wish to really draw hon. Members’
minds to what really led to this issue. So,
what  nccessitated  the  visit  of  the
Committee 1o Nigerian Breweries Ple, Ama
Green Field, Enugu was as a result of the
peculiar technical point the hon. Member
for Udi North (Mr Njeze) raised in respect
ol a Motion which was under debate by the
Members as was articutated by the hon.
Member for Awgu South (A Machiabu).
The House stepped down the Motion and
then mandated the Commitiee to go and
verify whether or not there is a [oading bay
in Ama Breweries and now  that the
Commitiee has come up with its Report aiid
since the Motion has not been withdrawn.
the hon. Member for Awgu South (M
Maduiahu) should be manduicd 10 borrow a
jeal’ or rather correct the Motion he has
articulated following from the Report of the
Committee and now articulate the Motion
and come forward. I we begin to talk about
the loading bay or no loading bay. it is
unnecessary. beeause nol moving
the Motion to cstablish the Fice It is the
duty of the Mover of the Motion to go and
pul his house in order and come and move
the Motion.

we  are

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr Speaker.
Sir, T want to thdank the Members of the
House  Committee  on Lands,  [Housing
Works and Transport for the very good job
they did T thank them because they did the
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job wvery well. And the Report is very
succinet to explain very well that there is a
loading bay in Ama Brcweries. [t has
equally made us to understand that even the
decongestion of the Amacke-Ngwo/Eke
Oghe Road he talked about is equally being
taken care by the Management of the Ama
Breweries; so their Report is very
comprehensive,

The Report told us here that apart from
loading bay the company has directed all
its distributors to get their own parks and
they even gave us an instance that one of
the distributors is already building his own
park. ] want us to note that this Report is so
good that it can help this House to save its
image.

Moreover, in asking the Mover of the
Motion to make any amendment, we
should property ask ourselves if there is
need to re-present the Motion against the
{act that the major intent of the Motion is to
decongest  that road and as the
decongestion is already being taken care of
since these people have been told to build
their own parking space. We should
equally think of what is obtainable in other
places. There are brewertes ail over the
country; I am aware that we have more
than twenty-two breweries in the country.

In view of that I want to move a Motion
that the Motion which was formerly on
debate be laid to rest. ... (Inferruptions).

Mr Speaker: This Report does not
necessarily mean that the Motion is
outrageous. No, the House mandated this
Committee to do thorough investigation
and find out whether there is a Loading
Bay or not which of course, I am very
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happy the House Committee on Works and
Transport. went ahead and did this job and
informed us that following the discussion
they had with the Management of Amacke
Brewery they were meant to understand
that therc is an existing Loading Bav which
according to them and according to the
Report is not spacious enough to
accommodate a good number of trucks.

Now, if we sweep this under the carpet
we have not done justice 1o the Motion. |
still believe that following what the hon.
Deputy Speaker has just said, we have a
clear picture of what is in Ama, we can
now mandate the Mover of the Motion to
recast his Motion accommodating the fact
that we are avware that there is a Loading
Bay in Amacke-Nevo swhich they inld us is
not  spucious  enough lo accommaodate  a
good number of irucks. that we are now
requesting vou to go ahead and make good
arrangement  for  Loading  Ben that awill
accommodate a good number of trucks. We
are aware that they said they have even
agreed with some individuals to provide
their own parks; that does not end up there.
When we were discussing informallyv v
were able (o understand some of the causes
ol the congestions. At the cnd of the dav
the Mover of the Motion will incorporate
all thesc things into his Molion. We are not
only talking about Loading Bay we have (o
look at the causcs of the conjection. Is it
because they do not have enough Toading
Bay that can accommodate a good number
of trucks or that people are not making use
of this Loading Bay. If it is found out thai
they are not making usc ol this oading
Bay the Mover of the Motion can
incorporate his own idea ol what he wants
the House to do; either ask them to ensure
that thesc people do not park along the road
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or if you load, the moment you come oul
from the factory you leave. I was told that
some of them stay back in the factory alter
loading, they park there beceuse they have
to travel in the night. Now. the Mover of
the Motion can equally say Ama Brewery
should ensure that after loading they should
leave the premises. They can line up there,
up to Eke town, it does not bother anybody,
provided they do not block the road. That is
why T say there is every need for us to
mandate the Committee to finish this job.

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North):
Information! Mr Speaker, mv information
is based on the procedure. The out-come of
the Motion is very much alive. My next
information is that there is no need to
introduce another Motion. There is a
Motion before the House, therc is a Report
as well. That is what the Report is all
about. The Report is not to introduce a new
Motian. You place the Motion and the
report side by side and suggest what you
think is possible based on what they have.
When there is inconsistency betwecn the
Report and the Motion we vote accordingly
and decide on what to do. Once a Motion is
introduced to the House, that Motion is 1o
longer the Mover’s personal document, it
belongs to all of us. 1 have a legislative
right taking queuc from the report of the
Committee when fullv adopted. As long as
my contribution, amendment, or suggestion
does not couiter that Report and the House
accepis it, it stands. So, let us not over-
jabour the Mover of the Motion by poing
back to rebuild the Motion again. Let us
take the Motion side by side, make
amendments, vote accordingly and pass it
or otherwise depending on what we have
agreed on. Thank you.
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Deputy Speaker (A crigwe) Thank
vou, Mr Speaker. | was the lcader of the
delegation. We were there and saw things
or ourseives.  We  cannot, up Gl this
moment, express  what  we o saw there
because that is the most modern brewery in
the whole world.

Mr Speaker, talking about their resident
time, they said that thew resident time is
5.30 pan.

We should not consider this Report side
by side with the Motion; we have to fiaish
with the Report. If the Report is acceptad
then we go into the full Motion, Again we
forgor to put in the report that they invited
afl the Members of the House (o come to
Ama  Brewery and  see  things  for
themselves. So, I am saying that we arc all
invited o come  and sce  things hy
ourselves. The lands are there: but necds
development. You know that they have just
started. So. we have nothing whatsocver (o
indict that company about, Mr Speaker.
When [ went there [ put it to them that we
had come to see the wonders there.

Peputy Leader (Mr Anilave):
Observation! Mr Speaker, | want to observe

“that the intendment of the Motion before

this ilousc is to establish the various facts
among:
(" For the Works
cstablish whether there has been
a congestion:
(i To cstablish whether there was a
f.oading Bay

Commitice o

The hon. Deputy Speaker, will recali
that this Committee Report which he said
was all-embracing, has no recommendation
whatsoever. The Commitice only ended up
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in making some findings. Just like the hon.
Chief Whip (Mr Odoh) moved, | think the
proper thing now to be done is to direct the
Mover of this Motion to now look at the
Committee’s Report. This House nuist
come with a Resolution to the Ama
Brewery. That is the essence of it. The
House is not intending to indict any
Company.

I think that the proper thing to be done
is to direct the Mover of the Motion to now
look at the Committee’s Report and
propose more ideas/deliberations.  The
House has no need to visit the Company. If
vou watch the speech by the Chairman of
the team (Interruptions).

Deputy Leader: If you listen (o the
Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigiwwe), he thanked
the Management of Ama Brewery for their
high level of ingenuity and hard work. In
the second statement, he emphasized that
the siting of the Nigerian Brewery Limiled
is a Dblessing to Enugu State. The big
blessing should not be a big discomfort to
Enugu State people. Mr Speaker, Sir, may |
Movce ... (Inlerruplions).

My Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
let me make an appeal: we cannol be
treating this matter out of context. There
was a Motion on the Floor and there was a
mandate. The mandate was not to [ind out
the standard of equipment al the Ama
Breweries or the standard of facilities at the
NBL. We are particularly concerned with
the Loading Bay and the congestion along
that road. If an hon. Member visits there
only to come back to say that NBL sitting
is a blessing - we are awarc that it is a
blessing to have that kind of Breweries.
Members  should remember  why we
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decided to defer the debate. We decided w0
defer the debate in order not fo ridicule the
image of the House, by indicting the NBL
without  first of all finding the actual
position of the f(acilities there. Again the
NBL inviting the hon. Members of the
Housce Lo the factory should be private: it is
nol meant to be discussed here, unless the
invitation was to enahle hon. Members o
observe that they have enough loading
Bay. It is not proper to come there (o
inspect  the facilitiecs at Ama  Brewerv,
Pleasc Tet us not derail; let us just lace the
facts.

Deputy Leader (AMr Anikwe) M
Speaker, Sir, may [ move at this point in
time that the honourable Housc do now ask
the Mover of this Motion 1o reflect the
ideas of the House and come up with the
neeessary facts. ... (Inferruptions).

Mr Speaker: First of all. we have 1o
finish adopting the Report as the document
ol the House.  We will then the
document to the Mover of the Motion.

pive

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, may |
now move that the Report be adopted by
this honourable House. Thank vou. Sir.

M C.O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I have a point ol information.
My point of information is that since the
hon. Mamber for Ezeagu (M Anikwe) has
made it clear that this Report has
recommendations, 1 want to suggest that the
recommendations  we  have  pul forward
should either be accepted or included 1o
make the Report a full fledged one worthy
of adoption. If the Report is adopted the
way it s, without recommendations. the
House will still be groping in the dark. So. |

nao
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suggest that the Ama Brewery should build
a Loading Park where the vehicles should
stay. From there they can now go and load.
This will also complement their loading
bay. It we put it, others should also include
their own recommendations. You can then
put the Question on them, the ones wc
accept will now form part of the Report.
Then the Mover of the Mation can now
make wuse of the Report with  these
recommendations for further action on the
Motion. Thank you, Sir.

Deputy  Speaker:  Thark  you, Mr
Speaker, Sir, for proteciing my seat. Mr
Speaker, [ had earlier said that it was a
private affuir between the House and the
Brewery for such invitation for the House
to come. They made it official and [ am
saying it again and [ quote them.

Mr Speaker: Where is the invitation
letter.

Deputy  Speaker: They offictally
invited the hon. Members. They invited the
House to come and see the most modern
Brewery in West Africa ... (Interruptions).

My Speaker: Honourable Collecagues,
what I am saying is that some people wrote
a Report to the House and swe are about
discussing and accepting the Report.
(Tnterruptions).

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, I
hope that 1 have the attention of my hon.
Colleagues.  This is a - democratic
dispensation and we are doing a democratic
affair. They should allow me to express
myself. The House should allow mc to
finish what 1 am saying and to bultress
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what | am saying. Thesc facts arc not in the
Report. ... (Interruptions).

Mr  Speaker: Did the hono Deputy
Speaker (Mr Atigvre) sign this Keport?
Deputy Speaker: Yes. the Chairman

signed 1t

Mr Speaker: Lel us not keep ourselves
here. nince this Report was presented, it is
expected that ar the end of the dav. we
would have heard what the position of the
Committee is. Now an hon. Member has
raised a suggestion and 1 think that what we
arc going to do is to basc our debhate on the
Report. I an hon. Mcmber has anything to
add to this Report which could serve as part
of the recommendation or part of the
prayers. they can bring such things up
through a Motion that those suggestions
should he incorporated into the Report. We
take them onc after the other and if we
adopt them, on (hat basis we can
mandate the Mover of the Motion wa look st
the report and come up with an up-dated
Motion. This is what we should do 1o avoid
all these unnecessary arguments. At this
point in time the only thing [ will like to
hear are ideas 1o be added 1o the Report. Tt
should come in writing like a Motion and |
with put a Question; if it is carried it
beecomes part of the Report.

NOW

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, Sir,
as we are considering the Report, T sl
want us o accept that the Conunitiee has
acted well based on the terims of reference
given 1o it. The Committee was mainly
divected to go and find out some key issuces,
which | believe they have come up with
their findings. If you  had  asked  the
Committce  to make a  report  with

~
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recommendations, they would have cqually
done so. The Committee is competent. | am
not quarretling with making

recommendations, but it now looks as if

perhaps the Committee ... (Inlerruptions).

Mr Speaker: No! Not No! I did not say
that, please. The Commiltee carried out the
they were supposcd to do. The
Report was based on the

work
Committee’s

Motion which came to the House. So we .

still have to thank them for a job well done.
But we cannot go ahead to debate on thiz
Repost without some additional statements.

Mr M. Njeze (Udi Norti): Thank you,
Mr Speaker. Like 1 said, the Report is very
good; it is perfect and correct. It is good (o
be adopted but if we are inlent on
achieving something for the State, I would
want us to thank the Committee, officially
adopt the report with some
recommendations and suggestions. They
submitted the Report and we now know
that Ama Brewery has a bay. Based on te
Report we now know that they have cven
appealed 1o the authorities to help them
decongest the road.

We know that Ama Brewery do not
have all the land in that arca. They have a
limited plot of land and they cannot extend
bevond their own plot. They do not own
the road we are now asking them to work
on. We equally know (hat there is an
authority because that road pass through a
local  government  and  that  flocal
povernment  was  the one asked 1o
decongest 9" Mile Corner and they did it
very well. T want to suggest that in the
recommendation of the report, we should
ask the Mover of the Motion to recouch
this Motion: direct this request (o the
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Chairman  of the local  government to
decongest that spot. 11 we can see Ama on
its own side and if we can know that other
Breweries all over the country do not take
the responstbility of a lacal govermuent,
they do not extend beyond the boundarices
ol their factory, then it will not be proper
for us to ask Ama to extend bevond their
knit. Since there is an Authority thal can
handle that, let us tnclude in this Report a
recommendation that the House do direct
the . local  government 1o decongest  the
Ameke - Eke — Oghe — Akama Oghe road.
Thank you.

Mr Speaker: Can we please listen” 1ot
me ask a question. The Deputy Speaker
was mandated by the Chanrman. Touse
Committee  on  Works, lousing  and
Transport to head the delegation to the Ama
Breweries. Now the question I want (o ask
is this. In the Deputy Speaker’s opinion. is
this Report is a true reflection of what you
saw? Arc  you convinced  from all
indications, that this report containg what
you saw apart from the side attractions von
witnessed.

Deputy  Speaker:  Thank  vou, My
Spcaker. 1T am happy vou are trving to
understand me betrer now. The Chatrman is
a human being. It 1s possible that 1 have
forgotien some of these things. What we
sawv there was bevond our expression. None
of the things we saw there was contained in
this report.

Mr Speaker: Which means the report
was nol comprebensive?

Mr €. Euebe (Awgu  Northy
Information. My information is  that
conventionally one can delegate authority
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without respansibility. The person that can
tell us whether we are withdrawing the
Report or not is the Chairman of the
Committce. It is the Chairman of the
Committee that has responsibility of this
report. What the Deputy Speaker exercised
was the authority vested on him by the
Chairman. Let us not operate as it we have
two Chairmen in the Fousc here. If he has
anything against the Report, he can say it
as a member. Let us forger about having a
delegation. What do we have n the report?
If the Chairman says that he wants to
withdraw the report, we will listen to him,
not the person who has reported to him.

Deputy Leader (M Aunikive): TFurther -

clarification, Mr Specaker. You will recall
that the day you mandated the Itousc
Committee to make the findings, you gave
them  two  specific  assignments:  To
cstablish whether there is congestion, and
o cstablish whether there is loading bay.
The issue of asking somebody who led the
Committee is irrelevant because he has no
power to sign the Report. He went there to
have entertainment. (Laughter.

Mr Speaker: Based on the adoption of
the Commitwce Report, the Mover of the
Motion can now go back and recast this
Motion, putting into consideration sonic of
the issues raised by hon. Members.
Possibly the Motion should come up again
on our next Legislative day.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Meeting
Mr Speaker: Honourable Collcagues,

we will meet in my Office on the rising of
the House, please. All Members are

expected to attend. It is going to be a very
short briefing. We should move straight to
my Office for a very important message.
Thank you.

ADJOURNMENT

Leader (Mr Anichulovu). Mr Speaker,
Sir, hon. Colleagues, 1 rise to mave that the
House do now adjourn Gil Thursday. 26"
Augiist, 2004 at 10 am.

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr Speaker
Sir. I risc to seccond the Motion for
adjournment moved by the Leader of the
House. Thank vou.

Question put and agreed (0,
Resalved:  That this House o

adjourn till Thursday, 26™ Angust, 2004 atl
10 a.m.

11O

Adiourned accordinely at 1.02 p.m.
i S /
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERTA
Thursdeay, 26" August, 2004

(The House met at 10 a.m.)

PRAYERS
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mr Speaker: Honourabie
Colleagucs, before us are our Votes and
Proceedings No. 24, dated 24" August,
2004. 1 have gone through them and
found them to be very correct. However,
F'wish to call for your comments.

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr
Speaker, Sir, 1 have equally gone
through the Votes and Proceedings of

our last sitting and found them to be .

correct. | therefore move for the

adoption.

Mr D.A. Anih (Enugu South I): Mr
Speaker, Sir, 1 rise 1o second the Motion
as moved by the hon. Member for Udi
South (Mrs Eneh). Thank you.

Question put and agreed lo.

Fotes and Proceedings of 24" 4 ugust,
2004 accordingly adopted.

'

NOTICE OF MOTION

DECONGESTING OF AMAEKE-
NGWO/EKE/OGIHE ROAD

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South):
Mr Spcaker, Sir, permil me to move the
Motion standing in my namc on the
Order Paper:

That this honourable House do
urge the Management of Nigerian
Brewerics P1.C, Ama Green Ficld
FEnugu, to Decongest Amaeke
Ngwo/Ekeoghe Road by ensuring
that all Trailers arc parked into
the Company’s Loading Bay.

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second that Motion
as moved by the hon. Member for Awgu
South (Mr Maduabu).

Mr Maduabu: Mr Speaker, Sir, the
coming of Ama Green Field Breweries (o

Enugu is a blessing to the people of

Enugu State in many ways: It offers
employment  opportunitics to  many
Nigerians. The industrial base of the
State has improved tremendously. The
social, - economic and  commercial
activitics of the Statc have as well
increased. The aesthetic view of Amacke
Ngwo has been greatly enhanced by the
beauty ol the Brewing Company-.

However, the coming of the company
has as well Drought its intolerahle
environmental impact to bcar on the
pcople of the State. This development
has gonc to confirm the saying that
anything that has advantage must surcly
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have disadvantage. The one that surpasses
each other depends on the management and
control.

The giant lorries  that  throng the
Company site on daily basis arc enormous.
Given the unruly behaviour of thesc lorry
drivers,  the  Amaeke/Oghe Road s
constantly blocked by these huge vehicics.
When this happens it renders the only road
impassable to vehicular movement. This
situation in most cases lasts for hours until
some of the lorrics are taken into the
Company’s premises. Pcople that use this
road [or their daily business trips arc stocked
at a placc as long as the hold-up lasts. The
line of motorcars and vehicles in most cases
extends to ESCOLEY Oil filling station
about a quarter of kilometers away tharchy
causing another hold-up along the very busy
Ninth Mile/Nsukka road.

The management of NB Plc, Ama Green
Field Enugu should control the excesses of
the lomry drivers who carry their products
from or bring their raw materials fto the
company. While the State Government is
busy constructing alternative road to cushion
the impact ol the congestion at the company
site, the management of the company should
as a matter of urgency ensure that all trailers
arc parked into the company’s premiscs (o
ameliorate the suffering of the people along
this road. Therc arc many undevcloped lands
beside and opposite the company that could
be acquired and developed for  trailer
parking purposes. Many companies have
done this and it paid off positively:
therefore, Nigerian Brewerics Ple, Ama
Green Field, Enugu, could as well do this,

The management of the great company
should not allow the jubilation that greeted
the arrival of this great Company {0
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snowball  into a source of and

discomtort 1o the people ol this State.

worry

Prayers:

I That the management of Nigeria
Breweries Ple, LEnugu. should
ensure that all trailers are parked

imto  the Company’s loading
Bay.
. That  the  company  should

construct a new loading park to
make up for the short-fall in her
existing Loading Bay.

3. That the Chairman of Udi 1 ocal
Government  Avea, Hon. Rew.
Eewuonwu, should assist  in

!

decongesting Amaeke Ngwo
ske Oghe road at NI3 Ple site,
Enugu.

Be it moved and it is hereby
moved.

May [ use this opportunity to appeal (o
most hon. Members who have nol got o copy
of the Motion to have paticnze; it was due 1o
the stay-at-home action going on in the Stale
now. After, they will have a clean copy.
Thank vou.

Mr Speaker: Flonourable Members, let
me say that the hon. Member {or Awgu
South (Mr Muduahu)  {ailed 1o produce
enough copies for hon. Mermber because of
National Flectric Power Authority f{atlure,
not because of any industrial aclion or stay-
at-home.

Deputy Leader: My Speaker. Sir, hon.
Collcagues, [ rise to spealk in favour of this
very important Motion before us.
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If that premises is not enough for them
they should acquire additional fand. T know
it is a professional organization. In Europc
where they came from they cannot do this
kind of a thing. Why do it in Nigeria here?

What we are talking about now are
certain things that matter because our people
say: When a bad thing happens all the time
it becomes a routine. Aruru ala gbaa aro
ohuln ome n'ala. If we leave them to park

the vehicles there, by the time another

House will commence and call them to
order, they will capitalize on it and would
say: after all the other House did not say
anything; the Government did not say
anything; why are you disturbing us now.
So, we have to really stand on our feet and
ask them to decongest that road. They have
no altcrnative; they have no option. That
road is not part of their registered premises
and they should not use it. They can only
use it when it cannot inconvenience the
people. Once it causes inconveniences, they
should be called to order. I do not believe
that anybody who has passed through that
road would not appreciate what this Motion
is talking about. 1 sinccrely support this
Motion and urge my Collcagues to equally
lend their support. Thank you, very much.

Deputy Speaker (AMr Atigwe): Thank
vou, Mr Speaker. I am on my fect to support
this Motion. | was there and [ saw things for
myself. This Motion, though timely is being
treated at the wrong position. Mr Speaker,
Ama Brewecries as we have heard from all
angles is for this State and for the whole
nation. This is because it serves us; and
other people from outside the country come
there for trading. The congestion of the road
is not caused by Ama Brewerics™ lorries or
vehicles. We have road safety Commission
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who takes care of our roads.-By the time
they take care of the road. the vehicles will
move about thirty kilometers from the road.
So, the Motion should be directed to the
Commisston not Ama Breweries, because
we saw their parking space. [hey have
sufficient parking space for those who mect
their resident time. They are not fiable for
the vehicles that park outside the park. I was
there. if one goes there he will sce the
parking space for the vchicle that mect the
resident time. They told us that those who
arc there are on their own and not for them,
Because after loading people come out there
and park along the road. Anything can
happen there and they have contacted the
police for that. (Interruptions).

Mr C. Encbe (Awgu  North):
Information! Mr Speaker, my information is
that during our last meeting the Report of
[House Committee that visited Ama Brewery
led by hon. Deputy Speaker (M Arigwe) did
tell us, as part of their findings. that the
Loading Bay is not spacious enough. |
remember  vividly that they asked him
questions more than two times to disown
that Report; he never did that so. he cannot
tell us today that their Loading Bay is
sufficient. 1t will be misinforming this Housc
and trying to mislead us. Thank you.

Mr Speaker: | belicve that before us is a
Motion; let us equally agree that this Motion
came up sometime last week or this week
and the hon. Member for Udi North (A7
Njeze) raised up an issue that Ama
Brewerics Plc has a loading bay. It was for
the sake of that that we decided to defer this
Motion and we then mandated the House
Committee on lLands, Mousing, Warks and
Transport to visit the place and report back
to this House. This was perlectly done.
When we read the Report we discovered that
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The major functions of this honourable
House is to carry out thosc functions that
will enhance the good governance of Enugu
State.  We will also believe that the
democratic dividend that resulted to the
establishment of this Ama Brewerics are
very much enormous as clucidated in the
function. One would not continue to talk
about economic values, social values and the
other  wvalues  associated  with  thig
establishment.

Mr Speaker, I believe that the Monon is
particularly talking about decongesting the
Amaeke, Ngwo-Eke-Oghe road. T wish to
make it clear that this road is the major road
leading to the greater Ezeagu iocal
Government and this is the major road that
is tarred that can now connect both old
greater Ezeagu and the rest of the Enugu
State. 1t is better for one to go to that place
and see what is happening.

This congestion it not curtailed this time
around and if it is allowed to extend to
December, would he more difficult for us.

So, Mr Speaker and hon. Colleagues, !
am calling on you to see the cffect of this
congestion on our people and on the road.
The uscrs of the road will value it more if
there is frce flow of traffic along this
particular road.

This is the junction adjacent to e main
road leading from ninth mile to Nsukka. We
know that this honourable House. carly last
vear or towards the end of last year through
a Motion brought by the former Speaker,
(Right hon. Enebe) was able to call on the
Chief Executive of Udi Local Government
to decongest ninth Mile and it was
successfully done. So, Mr Speaker, | use this
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singular opportunity offercd to us by this
Motion "to call on my Colicagues to do

justice to this Motion by allowing it to be

passed and then by allowing it to be
impiemented because by this we must have
extended the oversight functions required of
us by faw in service to our peopie.

Mr Speaker, it is in view of this that [
honourably plead with my Colleagues to
allow this Motion to sail through. Thank
you, Mr Speaker.

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): N
Speaker, | have risen to support this Motion.
The need to decongest the Amacke/Ngwo
road cannol be overemphasized. ‘The Ama
Green Ticld has come to stay. 1t a
Company, I believe, will fast for many years.
Now that they arc starting, it is proper to put
things in order. They have acquired the fand
and have invested a tol of money in the
Company.  Whatever  thev  do  from
production to final saie of their product
should be carried out within their premiscs.
It is just like ANAMMCO. If tiey litter the
road t¢ Adrport with vchicles that are waiting
from panel beating or repairs, they have to
be held responsible for any outcome. This is
exactly what 1T mean. 1 bhclieve that a
Company as big as that cannot be ignorant of
the inconvenience they are causing to the
peopic who make use of that road. There is
therefore the need for them to construct an
additional parking ot for those lorries. In
doing so, they will be able to create cnough
space for vehicles that ply that road. What if’
tomorrow another Company acquires land

IS

afler their own and may be, they are
producing vegetable oil or cement and

lorries that come to pick their products
continuc in that manner; it mcans they will
eet to Oghe, that is the implication. So. they
have to confine themselves 1o their premises.
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there was no prayer or they did not ask for
anything. So, we then said: okay we madc
our various inputs and dirccted the Mover of
the Motion to pick up the Report and build
up something that should be coherent with
the Motion and bring up to the House again.
I do remember too that when the Deputy
Speaker was speaking he was ftrying to
derail. 1 then called him and told him that he
led the delegation and if he felt that he was
not comfortable with the Report, he should
withdraw it, but that was not done.

The argument is not whether Ama
Breweries is an advantage to Enugu State of
Nigeria. The argument is whether or not
Ama Breweries has a oading bay, which we
agreed they have, based on the information
from the Committee. The people who
represented this House including the hon.
Deputy Speaker, agreed that Ama Breweries
has a loading bay but not spacious enough to
accommodate all the trucks. It was on that
note that we said that instead of saying that
they should provide a loading bay we should
now say that they should ensure that the
people should make use of the loading bay
which has been provided by the Brewery.
But I am surprised this morning that the
Deputy Speaker is telling us a different

story. However, this is democracy; he is

entitled to his opinion. ... (Interruptions)

An hon. Member: The Deputy Speaker
did not sign that Report. (Jnferruptions)

Mr Speaker: The Report was not signed
by the hon. Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) and
I asked him to withdraw 1t and he refused.
He did not withdraw it. He would have
disowned it; he would have said his own
point that day. He was there and when we
wanted to adopt the Repoit by the
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Committee, there was no dissenting voice or
voices, and the Report was adoptec.

So, please let us not derail. In a Motion or
any argument wec have opposers and
proposers or supporters. If the hon. Deputy
Speaker (Mr Atigwe) wants o oppose the
Motion, he should wait for the right time (o
talk. But as far as I am concerned this is the
period where | want to hear from those who
are aclually supporting the Motion. The hon.
Deputy Speaker should please relax. When it
is time for the opposing side he can then
talk, please.

Dcputy  Speaker (AMr Atigwe):  Mr
Speaker, please, [ am not arguing with you. i
have a legislative right to speak. I want to
put my house in order, I am not against the
Motion. ... (Interruptions).

Mr Speaker: The Deputy Speaker,
should listen; I am not against his putting his
house in order but this is not the time for him
to speak. ... (Interruptions).

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, | am not
opposing the Motion.

Mr Speaker: You are opposing it.

Deputy Spcaker: | am not opposing it. |
want to arrange my house properly. Mr
Spealer, you arc aware 1 am not a Member
of the Conunittee, I did not read the Report
and I have no right to withdraw it but this is
democracy | have to make my own
contribution.

Mr Speaker: No! No! The hon. Deputy
Speaker should understand that all of us arc
mature and when we are talking we shouid
be very serious. He led a delegation to the
place; he has all the right on that day to say
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that what the Chairman signed was wrong;
he has ail the time on that day to say that
what the Chairman signed or what was read
betore the House was wrong, and on that
basis we would have withdrawn it or he
would have declined: but having allowed us
to adopt that Report and for him to start
telling us now that he is not the author,
sounds ridiculous and unbeiievable.

Deputy Speaker: Mr  Specaker, the
Secretary to the Committee is here although
he has no right to come up here and speak. |
would have withdrawn the Report: 1ied the
delegation but he did not show me the
Report and  because we  are  practicing
democracy | have all the time in the world to
cxplain myself here before this honourable
House. (Iaterruptions)

Mr Speaker: The hon. Deputy Speaker
should please excuse me; he cannot be
tatking against the Report while he is part of
the Members that adopted the Report.
(Tnrerruptions).

Deputy Leader (Mr cnitwe): And he
never opposed it.

Mr Speaker: And he never said that he
does not want the Report to be adopted.
Somebody moved that we should adopt the
Report and somebody seconded it and if he
had wanted (0 oppose it what he would have
done when | put the Question was to oppose
it. And if he had a large number, he could
even call for division: if his side won, that is
okay. But he did not opposc it from the
beginning tili today. What is he opposing?
What he is opposing is wrong because we
have passed that stage. We have adopted the
Report. We are taiking of this Motion today;
we are no longer talking about the Report,
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So, if he has anything to talk about the
Motion, he should do it and not the Report.

Chicel Whip (A Odo): Informationt Mr
Speaker, Sir. 1 wish to say that the Deputy
Speaker (A Atigwe) should he allowed to
exhaust himself In the first instance, he has
not told anybody that he wants to opposc the
Motion nor is he opposing the Motion but
somebody can say one or two things to lay
the foundation of what he wants {0 sav. He
has not come up openly fo say that he wants
to opposc the Motion. 1t is my beliel ...
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Order! xcuse me.
(Inferruptions).

Chicf Whip: Mr Speaker, let me finish
up ... (Interruptions).

Mr Speaker: Order! The Chief Whip
should sit down. Why I have decided to
interrupt him is because he said that Ama
Breweries has sulficient joading bay but he
gol up now and he is saying that the loading
bay is not sulficient enough so which one arc
we arguing?

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, [ was
laying cmphasis on what was in the Report.
If you bring the Verbatim Report of our last
sitting, you will observe what [ said duri
our sitting. You did not allow me to expres
mysclf very well. (Tnterruptions).

10

2
S

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr
Speaker, Sir. for purposes of clarity on the
issuce of discussion, one should oppose or
support the ideas. It is necessary (hat one
should stand up to say [ lhove risen o
suppori or to oppose. So the House would
like to know if the Deputy Speaker is
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supporting or opposing. He cannot just stand
to talk without focus.

Mr Spealcer: | have said it before that if
there is a Motion on the Floor of the House,
we have to take side; it is either one is
supporting or opposing the Mction. This is
why 1 said that if the Deputy Speaker (Mr
Atigwe)  feels like giving the House
information which will makc the Report to
be more useful, he can come up with such

arguments. It will also add to what we must -

have heard from those in support of the
Motion. 1 do not intend to stop him from
talking. By the time every hon. Member
must have spoken, there may be the need for
the Housc not to allow the Motion to sail
through. There are still lots of hon. Members
who will like to talk on the Motion and I
want the House to allow my hon. Colicagues
to talk ecither to oppose or to support the
Motion. There is no need for the Deputy
Speaker (AMr Atigwe) to say that he wants to
give the House elaborate report of what he
saw on that day and yet he said that he is not
opposing the Motion and that he is
supporting it. So please let us know what we
are doing.

Deputy Speaker: Thank you,
Speaker. When [ started my speech, !
wanted to speak on the Motion and you
allowed me. As long as you allow me to
speak, you should not disturb me again. |
want to speak on the Motion and I will still
make my points.

Mr Speaker: The Deputy Speaker
should go on but he has just two minutes
left. (Prolonged laughter).

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. Iike ! said they invited all of us to
the Brewery. I said, that they do not have

Mr
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sufficient parking space. I have told the
House that the Ama Brewery should nol he
blamed in this matter. Let us address this
Motion to cither the Road Safety
Commission, the law enforcement agents, of
the Local Government Authorities. This is
my own opinion on the Motion. So let the
House direct this Motion to the real people
that are concerned. (Interruptions).

Mr Speaker: ‘Vhat the Deputy Speaker
is saying is clear — that Ama Brewery has
Loading Bay, or Parking Bay, which as far
as I am concerned is not sufficicnt; that the
cause of the congestion at that road is not
caused by Ama Brewery. 1t is caused by
passers-by or by customers. He said that we
should direct this  Motion to  other
Authorities. This is why I differ at times. |
believe that the House does nol want o
black-mail Ama Brewery. I onc is not
comfortable with the prayers, one would
have moved a Motion for the inclusion of
some of one’s suggestions into the already
existing prayers. It is simpler than going
round and round. If he feels that the House
has not included the Road Salcty and the
Police he can include that. Prayer three says
plus the Chairman of the Local Government
which he had mentioned. What | expected
from him was that since the House was no
longer saying that they do not have sufficient
Loading Bay, then let us have some of the
points raised as part of the Prayers, which
could not have been of any argument. Now.
il the Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) actually
wants this Motion to sail through, we can
now request him to formally move a Motion
for the inclusion of whatever he wants to
inciude. [f it is the opinion of the House that
they be included, fine and good. I want the
House to make progress, please.
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Deputy Speaker: Thank vyou, Mr
Speaker, Sir. As 1 am speaking now, 1 do not
have the Motion before nie. Since, 1 do not
have it, we are going to inake progress. The
Motion belongs to the State. Even if | do not
have the Motion, we have to allow it sail
through. What 1 am saying is that let us
leave Ama Brewery alone and talk about the
Road Safety and the Police, because the
Local Government Authorities have already
heen included in the Motion. We should also
include that within their resident time, that
all the vehicles mnvolved should be 1noved
into the premises of Ama Brewery as it will
help to decongest the road.

Mr Speaker: Let me ask the Deputy
Speaker some questions: Assuming we have
a canteen here and lots of people come to
this canteen to have their meal. During the
funch time the entrance of the House at
Okpara Square is blocked. If somebody
wants to talk to thosc people that parked
their vehicles who will they refer t0? Is it
not the liouse of Assembly or the hon.
Members of the House that they will be
called upon to assist them because the
customers are blocking the road. Do they go
to fook for another Authority to clear the
road?

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, |
understand. T am on my feet, I will answer
the question by myself.

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr
Speaker, Sir, you cited an example and [ am

asking: Is that road owned by House of

Assembly or by State Government? 'That
road is owned by a local government in the
State and not Ama Brewery and that is why
the Police and Federal Road Safety
Commission should come in.
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Mr Speaker: One cannot separate tha
particular point from Ama Brewery and the

local government. There 1s no way. Two of

them go hand in hand. It is a road that
belongs to evervbody; but because it s
situated at that place and because those
people who arc blocking the road are
customers, we have the right to say: please,
park well, do not block the road. They have
the right to do that. There is no two wavs
about it.

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, may |
move that the Police and the Federal Road
Safety  Commission  be included in the
Motion to help decongest the road.

Mr C. Encbe (Awgu North): Point of

Order.
Several hon. Members: Order what?

Mr Encbhe: Order No. 25. This is a
Motion on notice. You should ask for the
leave of'the House.

Mr Speaker: It is a Motion on Notice.
For one to move a Motion, one should seck
for the leave of the House to suspend order
No. 25 to cnable him move the Motion in
line with Order No. 25,

Dcputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, a
Motion has been moved and we are trying to
make amendment on it.

Mi Speaker: If onc wanis 1o talk one
should obtain permission and talk. I do not
want side-tafks or somebody to sitting down
and saying is « lie. 1f one wants to talk cither
on point of information or observation. one
can do that. The hon. Member for Enugu
North (3 Onoh) should please sit down 1 do

Ce
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not want us to have any quarrel this
morning.

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Order
No. 25 says that Notice shall not he
dispensed with in the case of a Motion or in
respect of any other proceeding for which
notice is required except with the consent of
Mr Speaker and the general assent of the
Members present. The amendment is within
the Motion already moved by the
Gentleman.

Mr Speaker: No. The Motion we are
discussing is Motion on Notice and the
amendment should come on notice.

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, may |
seek the leave of the House to enable mec

move a Motion for amendment accordingly.

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I stand to
second the Motion.

Question put and agreed to:

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, | beg
to pray that the Police and the Federal Road

Safety Commission be included in the
praycr of the Mover of the Motion.
Mr C. Encbe (Awgu North)y: Mr

Speaker, Sir, 1 have risen to re-direct the
hon. Deputy Speaker to given us a Motion.

Deputy Spealker: [ said [ am praying.

Mr Enebe: No. The Deputy Speaker said

he sought the leave of the House and we -

allowed him. He should now move a
Motion.

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. for trying lo protect me.

26 Auguest, 2004
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(Laughter). Mr Speaker, may | now move
the Motion that we include the Police and
the Road Safety Commission to help in the
decongestion of Amaeke Ngwo/I:ke-Oghe
Road. That is my prayer.

Mr A. Chigho (Uzo-Uwani)y: Mr
Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to second the Motion
moved by the Deputy Speaker (A dtigwe).
Thank you.

Question pul and agreed 1o.

Mr Speaker: Is the Deputy Speaker
through now?

Deputy Speaker: That is what I want. |
am not against the Motion. But Ama should
not be there. Remove Ama (Laughter)

Mr Speaker: But is the Deputy Speaker
satisfied  with  the  other  Pravers?
(Interruptions).

Chiel Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, |
rise to support the Motion before the Tlouse.
[ need not to emphasis the importance of
decongesting  Amaecke  Ngwo/kke-Oghe
Road that has been congested in view of
trailers seeking to off-load and load the
products helonging to Ama Breweries. But
in doing that [ really have to bring the
attention of this House to the fact that the
content of the Prayers, and the substance of
the Motion itself are misleading. If you look
closely at Prayers No. 1 and No. 2. you can
see  that Prayer No. 1, said that the
management  of  Nigeria  Bresveries  Ple
Enugu, should ensure that all trailers are
parked into the Company's Louading Bay.
Prayer No. 2 now said: that the company
should construct a new loading park to meke
up for the short fall in her existing Locading
Bay. Meanwhile the caption of the entire
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Bill is to decongest Amacke Ngwo/Eke
Oghe Road. You see that the Mover of the
Motion failed 1o understand, and even failed
to appreciate what the Report of the
Committee s trving to say. The Report of
the Comumittee said that the Ama Brewerics
has a Loading Bay, but it is not enough. No
matter how spacious the parking bay might
be, there is no way it could contain all the
vehicles. In other words, it has not solved
the problem of decongestion. The loading or
parking bay is specifically meant for trailers
or vehicles coming in to stay on ad-hoc
basis. So there is no way the place could be
made as a garage where one could then go
and park all the vehicles. So it is my view
that Prayers Nos. 1, 2 have not in anywhere
supported the decongestion of the Loading
Bay that we are praying for. Now ...

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North):
Information, Mr Speaker. What the Prayers
want to do is to bring all the stakeholders
into focus. The Ama Brewerics should be
one of the stakeholders, in conjunction with
the Local Government. the Police and the
Road Safety. 1 do not know what we are
trying to protect. Ama Breweries is the
principal stakeholder. So if we involve the
Police, why should they not do it. The PRO
of Ama Breweries was once in the force but
now a Director.

He even told us that some transporters
are trving to build their own parks which
means that they are appreciating the point
that is there. They have appreciated it. By
the time this Motion is passed you will then
know that it is a public concern. The Palice
will come back and tell yvou that Ama
Bresveries do not have a Loading Bay.

Deputy Leader: Further Information.
M Speaker. We believe that we are here to

P

carry out our responsibility of cnsuring good
governance. My point of view is that it is the
chain of reaction of the activities going on at
Ama Breweries that is the major result of the
congestion. We should continue to  ask
ourselves whether this Motion was cver
dreamt of before the commencement of work
at Ama Brewerics. You cannot scparate a
father and a child. The activities of Ama
Breweries led to the congestion at this
particular point in time. Why are you now
saying that the Ama DBreweries has no
relationship whatsoever with the congestion.
It is a total fallacy. If you refer to the
Committee’s recommendations. ...

Chiel Whip: Point of Order!
Deputy Leader: Order numiber what?
Chiel Whip: Order No. 26 (11).

Mr Speaker, the Order is stressing that a
Member who has already spokei. should not
be allowed to speak for the second time.
Somebody can just ervoneousty hide under
the canopy of Point of Information to react
to the speech meant by a different person.
Perhaps it is not in line with thewhole thing.
That is wrong. And [ was not cxpecting you
to have tolerated that.

Mr Speaker: The point of Order raised
by the Chief Whip is upheld. ...

Deputy Leader: No! You cannot uphold
it. There is no provision for such. No! No!!

My Speaker: The Deputy Leader should
excusc me. (Interruptions).

Deputy Leader: As a co-sponsor of the
Motion, I can clarify at any point in time.
Therefore, 1 talk under point of clarificarion
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There is no way you can tell me that. [ have
a right to point out any clarification.

Mr Speaker: My problem is that the
Order should not be upheld. That is what |
am saying. There is an Order and the Order
is wrong. So you should declare it wrong.
As a co-sponsor of the Motion ] can give
any clarification at any point in time.
(Interruptions).

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, may you ask
the Deputy Leader to withdraw the word
fallacy used before this honourable House.

Deputy Leader: It is a fallacy.

Deputy Speaker: It is okay. Are you not
the Deputy Leader. '

Deputy Leader: That did what?
Deputy Speaker: Cool down, please.

Deputy Leader: | cannot cool down.
They said that I cannot speak again in this
Motion. It is not true.

Mr Speaker: The Deputy Leader should
please excuse me. Since he is a co-sponsor
of a Motion he is not expecled 1o be
recognized  for  the  second  time
(Interruptions).

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, we arc
talking of Information and clarification, and
vou are upholding a wrong Order.

Mr Speaker: Lxcuse me. The Deputy
Leader is the co-mover of the Motion. |
agree. He has the right to reply when he is
given a chance, but not when he is not
recognized. | do not like it. (Inrerruptions,).

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, | have the
right of point of Order any time. Do not tell
me that.

An hon. Member: Point of Information.

Mr Speaker: | do not want any
information. The Chief Whip should go on
to speak.

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, |
have earlicr on requested that we restrict the
use of foul languages in this honourable
House. For somebody to stand up and say
that we are talking fallacy is unfair. Mr
Speaker, that is incorrect Dbefore  the
honourable House. The hon. Deputy Leader
should withdraw that word. (lnterruptions).
e does not know what fallacy means. That
is false reasoning. We were bringing him to
order and he could not listen. tHe docs not
know the content of what he has said.

Mr Speaker: Order! Order!! Honourable
Colleagues, I think the problem we have is
that when somebody is corrected. he fecls
that he knows more than cvery other person.
We are just here learning whether or not we
have stayed for 10 or 20 vears. Nobody
knows more than the other. During a debate.
I sincerely believe in a superior argument.

As a Sponsor of a Motion, the Rule is
clear, he has the right to reply. T am not
saying that the hon. Deputy lLeader (Afr
Anikwe) has no right to reply. T am saying
that not when one is speaking. and he
(Deputy  Leuder)  leels that he is not
supperting him very well, he will reply.
When an hon. Member stands up to talk, he
will reply. It makes nonsense of the whole

thing.
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In fact, there must be decorum no mauer
how somebody feels. Aftei all without
anybody supporting this Motion, it cannot
sail through. When the hon. Member for
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) stood up to speak,
he said that he was not opposing, but that he
stood up to support. There is only two things
on which he addressed the House, and what
he said is correct. There 1s o way we can
segparate the Ama Brewery from the road,
and there is no way we can separate the road
from the Ama Brewery. When 1 said this,
the hon. Deputy Leader jumped up to
address the House again, only to start saying,
that somebody is talking fallacy. That is
very very unfair, we are not fighting here;
we are brothers. So, the hon. Deputy Leader
may now withdraw that word fallacy.

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, | have a
reason for saying it.

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, may you
allow me to reply him. Let him not
withdraw it (Interruptions). Mr Speaker. if
he refuses to withdraw, let me give it back to
him.

Mr Speaker: Order! Order!! No. The
Chief Whip should not reply. May the
Deputy Leader withdraw that word.

Deputy lLeader: Mr  Speaker. if
somebody makes a statement that is false, it
is fallacious. So, [ stand by it. [ cannot
withdraw it.

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, question please!
Mt Speaker, like you rightly point=d out
earlier, we are here to fearn. Nobody is an
expert, so to say. Perhaps the need to
withdraw  this  word  follocy may be
necessary; but my question is the vse of
fanguage at this point in time may help us. |

9
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am aware of those who believe that fellacy
means rubbish.

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. Mcember
for Awgu Notth should tell me what rubbivh
means. 1" somebody says that somcone is
talking ruhhish what does he mean?

Mv Enche: Mr Speaker, we are talking,
about fallacy.

Mr  Speaker: But T am asking, if
somcbody says that someone is talking
rubbish, what does he mean?

Deputy Leader: [t means that the person
is talking jozz (Laughter).

Mr Speaker: But that is a very good
word, but nobody likes it

Mr Encbe: Mr Speaker, what I am
saying is that if fallacy means wnfrue, it is a
non-issue; we ignore it, but if it means
something clsc that is more than warrie
perhaps it may be good for the hon. Deputy
Leader to withdraw it. So, 1 do not know if
anybody has a dictionary here; it could help
us. We cannot just say withdrar, by the time
we Jook at the actual meaning of fallacy. he
himsell may appreciate i, and {ind i
convenient to stand up and say: [/ withdreiy
it, but if vou do not know the nicaning of the
word [ used in public and ask me to
withdraw it, [ cannot do that.

Mr Speaker; Can anyone tell us (he
actual meaning of fallaey? 10 notl can we
now have a dictionary?

My JU. Onoh (Enugu North): On
Observation! Mr Speaker, | am trying fo
guide us on the rcason the hon. Deputy
Leader used that word fallacious, as regards
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to the point of order raised by the hon. Chiel

Whip (Mr Odo). He raised Order No. 26(11)

which says:
Except when the House be in
Committee, no Member shall speak
more than once on any pro-position
before  the House except in
explanation jf the Member then
addressing the Ilouse chooses (o
give way or (o a point of order or, in
the case of the mover of a

substantive Motion or of an order of

the day, in reply, hut any Member

may second a Motion or amendment

without prejudice o his right to
speak at a later period of the debate
if he does se formally by saying “T
beg to second”.

The statement made by the Chief Whip
should have said that some rise in the guise
of Point of Order or information. The Chief
Whip would have quoted Order 26(12):

A Member may rise to a point of

information or cxplanation on a
previous  statement  made by «
Member; and then attach the
statements he made.

Mr Speaker: | have not listened to the
Hon. Member for Enugu North (AMr Onoh).

Mr Onoh: Mr Speaker, the Point of
Order raised by the Chief Whip was not
correct, because Order 26(11) and 26(12)
are not the same.

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, the hon.
Member for Enugu North rose on Point of
Information, and it is in the Rule.

My Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, lct
us hear the meaning of ‘fallacy’, it will
guide us.
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Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, while
looking for the meaning of faflacy, let us
show the good relationship existing between
the hon. Chief Whip and L. If ever 1 had used
the word fallacious on him, 1 stand to
withdraw it.

Mr  Speaker: Order!!  [lonourahle
Colleagues, for the fact that the on. Deputy
Leader has withdrawn the word, let us make
progress. So, there is no need consulting the
dictionary.

Chief  Whip: Mr  Spcaker,  whilce
commending the hon. Deputy l.cader for
withdrawing the word fallacions, may |
continue my contribution,

Mr Speaker, [ had earlier indicated that |
am giving my support to the Motion. | am
not comfortable with pravers Nos. 1. 2, and |
just need some little amendment to prayer
one. The prayer secks to assume that the
moment the loading bay is expanded, the
problem of the congestion will wither away
which is not the position. The position is that
loading bay will be of assistance as to
accommodate vehicles loading drinks from
the very premises of Ama Breweries. Also
efforts have to be made to decongest that
road. In as much as Ama Brewerics has
some commitments on the road, they do not
have sole responsibility to decongest the
road. Some other agencies may come in.
(Interruptions).

Mr Speaker: So what the Chicf Whip is
saying is that prayer one is not just an end in
itself but it is a means to an end.

Chief Whip: Yes.

Mr Speaker: Okay.
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Chief Whip: So, I am now talking of
prayer No. 2 where it says that they should
construct a new Joading bay. Even if they
construct a new loading park t(hat can
accommodate two thousand vchicles a time,
it would not solve the problem because by
the tme the customers and marketers
increase they will start (o construct a new
loading bay. But now [ want to seek to read
Order No. 25 ... (Interruptions).

Mr Speaker: Please, Ict me conie in. I
believe that having included this prayer by
hon. Leader (Mr Anichukivi) that prayer one
should remain as it is, since we have now
included the Police and the Road Safety.
Even if they continue to expand their
production and the customers increased, the
fast prayer means that the Police and the
Road Safety can still do their work.

Chief Whip: I can agrce with you but
my quarrel in prayer No. 2 is that
constructing new loading bay cannot solve
any problem and wow the Enugu State
Waste  Management  Authority  will  be
commencing their duties by Saturday. and
nobody has said anything on that regard.
And whether you like it or not the clearing
of vehicles is an environimental issue and
these people are going to cemimence uicir
work and [ am aware that they are going (o
inaugurate at least twenty people per local
government by Friday. So thesc people have
a job to do so as to really assist the Ama
Breweries in the decongestion. If, for
instance, we approve of this prayer No. 2
and say that we now urge them to construct
a ncw loading bay to make up for the short-
fall in her existing loading bay, it will not
sotve the problem.
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So, may | seek to be in agreement with
Order No. 25 so as to make amendment. The
amendment reads thus for those who mav
wish to oppose or support:

That  nugu  State  Solid — Hosee
Management — he  mandaoted 1o
decongest Amacke Nowa/lke Oghe
Road by ensuring that all trailers
are not parked along the Fxpress-
Wy,

This will assist us considering the fact
that the terins given in the Enugu State Solid
Waste Management Bill which we have just
passed. will be a challenge 10 their job. ...
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Okayv. I still feel that the
amendment or additional prayer ot the hon.
Chiel’ Whip is very correct but that has not
affected the prayer No. | but I shall put that
one.

Mi C.O. Enebe (Awgu North): | stand to
sccond the Motion moved by the Chief Whip
(M Odo).

Question put and agreed 1o.

Mr Enebe: Information! Mr Speaker, |
want to talk of point of informeation or point
of Order. 1t will help us. I am one of those
who belicve that if we have a problen today,
it could be endangered tomorrow.

According to our Rule 26(12) it says:
A Member may rise 1o a poinl of
information or explanation on a
previous  statement  made  hyoa
Member.

It is in our Rule. The point of information
or point of Order should not be ruled out
completely because if somebody stands up
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and makes a mistake to say that today is
Friday, a Member may stand up to correct
him and say that today is Thursday and not
Friday. It is very important to raise point of
Order or point of Information to remind
such a person who makes such mistake.
Thank you.

Deputy Speaker (Mr Arigwe): Mr
Speaker, I want to be protected by Rule
26(13). 1t says: '

A member who has spoken to a
question may again be heard o
offer explanation of some material
part of his speech swhich has been
misunderstood, hut he must not
introduce new mutier.

Mr Speaker the point I am making is that
I said that there is sufficient loading bay in
Ama Breweries ... (Interriptions)

Mr Speaker: Order! Excuse me, the
hon. Deputy Speaker may vote against the
Motion when we put this Question. He
should have given wus the sufficient
information he is giving now. The
Committee would have completed action on
this matter. It is telling us that they have
sufficient loading bay and some are saying
that their loading bay is not sufficient
enough. We heard you very well and when
we started putting a Question on the Report
you got up and supported the prayer; you did
not say you reject the prayer.

Deputy Speaker: Thank you Mr
Speaker. My reason, cven Christ Himself
told His Disciples to pray, and when the
Disciples started to pray and fell asleep,
Christ said: wake-up and pray so as not
enter info temptation; that is when Christ
saw that they were sleeping.

93
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Mr Speaker: Okay

Mr M.N. Onyeze (Ighocze North 1) Mr
Speaker, Sir, I stand to support the issues.
The intent of the Mover of this Motion is
very clear. And it is somecthing that is
affecting some people; il may not be
affecting all of us. But it is something that
the road is being closed by the influx of
these vehicles. So the intention is very. very
clear and if this Motion is passed. nobody is
going to lose anything because it will help us
to make those people work well,

Once there is an industry there must be
an externality side effect. And it is the duty
of that industry (o take care of the side
effect. how it affects the entire socicly. Just
as some other speakers have pointed out, it is
an cnvironmental  problem. It is now
affecting all of us whether or not you stay
there.

Mr Speaker, 1 support this Motion
because we accepted the Report. Page onc.
paragraph one did state by the Committee
that the Loading Bay is not sufficient.
Therefore, therc is nothing wrong in
requiring those people to expand their
Loading Bay. If wc pass this Motion in
combining prayers No. 1 and No. 2, it is just
to make the road decongested whether they
are having a new outfit or traffic warden or
equipment just as you have in many
companics. As a matter of fact, police and
other external forces should be the last
resort. 1{ we go and involve police and all
the other external forces without first of all
throwing the challenge to the company, we
are running away from the problem. It is the
company that will now say, ¢o out and catch
any driver that blocks the road. They can do
it; that 15 why we have to read the Report
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along with the new Motion because they
have not worked it at all.

Referring to the fast stage of that report
also, the leader of the delegation and all the
-Committee  members  should  live up
expectation. When we go to banks and other
places we do actually see the men that are in
charge of security and other matters. We
should throw the challenge first to the
company so that if they fail, it becomes clear
that they have failed. But I think this is a
very nice challenge that they should face.

So, Mr Speaker, [ urge my hon.
Colleagues to look at the merits of this
Motion and the challenges being thrown to
Ama Brewery. We are not indicting the
Company, so let us make progress.

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, !
do not want to repeat what the hon. Member
for Igbhoeze North I (Mr Onyeze) has just
said. In fact, in prayers Nos. 1, 2, we arc not
in any means indicting Ama Brewery. We
are aware that they have lLoading Bay and
we are aware they wish to have it expanded.
We are now asking them to expand their
Loading Bay and good a thing we are told,
based on the Report, that they have even
gone ahead to ask some private transporters
to construct parks which means that they are
alrcady aware that there is always a
congestion there. So, [ do not sce the reason
some people will be thinking that we are
trying to pass this Motion indicling the Ama
Brewery.

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, the intention of
this Motion is very clear and 1 therefore
move that the Question be put.

Question, That Question be pul, pul and
agrecd fo.
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Mcin Question put and agreed to.

Resolved:

L)

That the Management ol Nigeria
Breweries Plc  Fnugu  should
ensure that all trailers are parked
into the company’s Loading Bay.

That the Company  should
construct a new Loading Park to
make up for the short fall in her
existing Loading Bay.

That the Chairman of Udi Local
Government  Arca, Hon. Rev.
Egwuonwu, should  assist  in
decongesting Amaeke Ngwo/Eke
Oghe road at Nigoria Brewerics
site, Enugu.

That the Enugu Salc Waste
Management Authority he
mandated  to  decongest  the
Amacke Ngwo/like Oghe road
by ensuring that all Tratlers arc
not parked along the road.

That the Police and the road
Safety Commission be urged to
ensure that the Amackc Ngwo-
Amaeke Oghe-Eke road s
decongested accordingly.

- - <

.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Meeting

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colieagues we
shall meet on the rising of the House for a
short briefing.

ADJOURNMENT

Leader (M Anichukwu) NMro Speaker,
may I now move that the House do now
adjourn till Tuesday 31% August, 2004 at 10
a.m.

Mr Maduabu E. (Awgu South): Mr
Speaker, in scconding the
adjournment, may | use this opportunity to
thank the hon. Members of this great House
for a job well done on the Motion. [ like the
brain racking which the Motion has
elucidated, and the way it was anchored.

Like some people said, we are in the
learning process and we are here to give
services to our people and this is exactly
what we have done. We did not do thig in
order to indict the Company or to make it
impossible for the Company to operale;
rather it is to see to the well-being of our
people which is what the people are
clamouring for. Once more, | thank all the
Members for the support given to the
Motion. Thank vou.

Motion for

939

Question put ond agreed to.
Resolved:

That the House do now adjourn till

Tuesday 317 August 2004, at 10 a.nm.
) g

Adjourned accordingly ar 1.06 ..
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA
Tuesday, 31" Augnst, 2004

(The House met at [0 «.m.)

PRAYERS
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, our
Votes and Proceedings No. 25, dated
Thursday, 26" August, 2004, are before the
House. | have gone through them, and found
them to be correct. Howcever, 1 need your
comments. Thank you.

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker,
Sir. T have risen to say that Prayer No. | on
the Votes and Proceedings looks as if there is
a little omission and it should read thus: -

That the management of Nigeriun
Breweries PLC Amu Green Field,
Enugu, should ensure that all irailers
are parked in the company’s loading
hery,

Mr Speaker: The Leader should note that
i we put are parked ... 1 feel that what is
there is correct. Is he alright?

[f he is okay, may someonc formally
move for the adoption of the said Votes and
Proceedings.

Mr D. Anih (Enugu South I): Thank vou,
Mr Speaker, Sir [ have equally gone through
the Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 26"
August, 2004 and found them (o be correct. |

therefore move for their adoption. Thank

you, Sir.
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Mr B.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr
Speakef, Sir. I have risen to second the
Mation for the adoption of the said Votes and
Proceedings of Thursday 26" August. 2004
Thank you Sir.

Question put and agreed 1o.

, . . I
Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 20"

August, 2004 accordingly adopted.

NOTICE OF A MOTION

Closure of Sub-Standard Private
Nursery/Primary Schools in
Enugu State

Deputy Leader (M- Anikwe): My
Speaker, Sir, may 1 move the Motion
standing in my name: That this honourable
House do call on the State Ministry of
Education, to close down all existing sub-
standard Private Nursery/ Primary Schools in
the State.

Chief Whip (M £ Odo): Mr Speaker,
Sir, I have risen to second the Motion as
moved by the Deputy Leader of the House
(Mr P. Anikwe).

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Honourable
Colleagues, it has become pertinent at this
point in time for an cffective and elficient
education  foundation  for our  youths.
Education, which is a process of developing
the stupendous potentialities latent in an
individual  through which he makes a
qualitative jump into a more profound reahn
of human existence. is the highest industry
for the present administration of Enugu State.

My Speaker, Sir, you will recall that it is
the responsibility of the State Ministry of
Education to ensura that qualitative education
is being imparted on our people. The bedrock
of this qualitative education is at the
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Nursery/Primary School system. An abuse of
this quality is a negation of the noble course
of total human emancipation, which is the
cardinal objective of education.

Mr Speaker, hon. Colleagues, it is a

known fact that what is prevalent in most of

thesc private nursery/primary Schools is an
eye-sore. A very good percentage of these
schools are being operated -at ecither car
garagés, with  no windows or even
blackboards, or in batchers. It is difficult to
believe that meaningful learning can takc
place in such environment. Learning which is
a relatively permanent change in behaviour
as a result of experience or practice cannot
occur under this atmosphere. Mr Speaker,
hon. Colleagues, the attitude of most of thesc
proprietors/proprietresses  in - terims - of
soundness is better imagined than observed.
A very good percentage of themi do not
possess basic education qualifications to be
teachers not talk of owning and managing an
education outfit.

Furthermore, the exorbitant fees charged
at these substandard schools cannot be
underscored by any measure of standards.
The cut-throat charges go a long way to
exposing them as only beirng there to exploit
the society.

It is in view of the afore-said facts that |
urge my Colieagues and this Honourable
House to resolve as follows:

I That this honourable House do
call on the State Ministry of
Education to close-down thesc
substandard  Private Nursery /
Primary Schools.

S

That the Stale Ministty of
Education should inspect any
private Nursery / Primary schools
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seeking approval before
authorization.
3. That the personnel to be engaged

in such schools must have the
requisite qualifications.

4, That the fees in such schools
should be considerate to conform
with the poverty reduction thrust
of the State Government.

Be it moved and it is herchy moved.

Chicef Whip (Mr Odoj: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1
have risen to second this timely Motion. The
dangers  of sub-standard primary and
secondary schools cannot really be over-
emphasised. This is an era we are witnessing
a situation where somebody who has First
School Leaving Certificate  will be a
proprictor of a nursery or primary school. |
have once seen somebody who did not make
his O level papers and vet, he is a proprictor
of a sccondary school. And most importantly
the cnvironment under which these people
study is not something to really write home
about. Some of them operate in car garages
and warehouses. Some of them operate even
under trees. The justification for establishing
the school is not 1o increase the intellectual
quotient of the very student they are teaching;
for them, it is a means of aileviating poverly
at the expense of the people they are bringing
up.

Mr Speaker, [ think at this timc (his
honourable House should vise to  the
challenges associated with this phenomenon.
The problem as it relates to sub-standard
primary and nursery schools should cqually
be aftributed to the Ministry. In the first
instance, a lot of them have becn operating
without approvals. Those whe were approved
were not properly monitored to the extent of
recruiting the caliber of staff that are meant 1o
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be working in the very places and to the
extent. of moderating the charges that ought
to be paid by the individual students. For
instance, most of the primary and nursery
schools apart from the exorbitant charges
they subject the pupils to, have equally taken
under contract to buy the educational
materials and even uniforms. This ugly
incident aside from siphoning the economy
of this State, has led to the production of
half-baked First School Leaving Certificate
holders and one finds out that a lot of them
cannot favourably compete with others by
the time they go to write Common Entrance
Examinations thereby fumbling when they
finally get into secondary schools.
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So, Mr Speaker, [ think we shall be doing ‘

ourselves and the various constituencies we
are representing a favour if we can support
this Motion by condemning entirely the
concept of using this medium to look for
money, or using this forum to make sure that
poverty is being alleviated.

The only way one can achieve this is, in
the first instance, by trying to close down all
sub-standard primary and nursery schools
and aside from closing it down, perhaps the
Ministry ought to set a Special Board meant
to oversee and look after the private primary
and nursery and even secondary schools so as
to have a criteria through which they can now
conduct examinations for people who are
wishing to enter into that school. What [

mean in this sense is that the aspect of being

a private institution should Dbe a
nomenclatural issue but then the supervisory
role will have to be the responsibility of the
government. A Board should be set up to
assess the standard of the schools to know if
it meets the environmental demands of our
present society and also meets the academic
requirements as compared to public schools.
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Now we have condemned severally the
high charges being made at private schools
without even knowing that what happens in
the schools is something more outrageous.
So, I think it is time we really sanitise the
educational industry; not really on the pages
of newspapers but by going into practice 1o
come up with a lasting solution that could
make us feel really like we arc doing
something for the gencration yet unborn.

So, Mr Speaker, 1 think it will be in the
interest of the entire people of Enugu State if
we should give this Motion a speedy passage.
Thank you.

Mr Nze M. Onyeze (Igboeze North): Mr
Speaker, Sir, may I seek the leave of the
House for the application of section 25 of the
standing order of the House to enable me
make some fundamental amendments in the
Motion.

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): | stand to
second the Motion.

Question put and agreed (0.

Mr Onyeze: Mr Spcaker, Sir, this is a
very important Motion and 1 feel that the
main Motion should include post primary
schools after nursery, primary. That is to say
that this* honourable House do call on the
State Ministry of Education to close down all
existing  sub-standard — private,  nursery,
primary and post primary schools in the
State, and that also affects pravers one and
two. So may | move that this honourable
House grants that the Motion now reads that:
This honourable House do call on the State
Ministry of Education (o close down all
existing  sub-standard — private,  nurserv/
primary and post primary schools in the
State.
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Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): I
second the Motion.

Question put and agreed (o.

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North I): Mr
Speaker, Sir, T have risen to support the
Motion that the State Ministry of Education
closes down all existing sub-standard private
Nursery, Primary and Post-Primary Schools
in the State. We are aware that the education
the child receives at the early stage is very

very fundamental because it is very difficult -

to bend a tree. If a child does not have the
opportunity of going to a well regulated
Nursery or Primary School, the child will
find it difficult to conform with other
conventionally formal institutions in future.

If one goes around, like the Mover of the
Motion pointed out, one will see that the
environment under which thousands of
children in the State receive early education
is very very appalling. They are denied
teaching aids and even qualified teachers. If
they stay there for three to four years before
going to a good school with good curriculum
and qualified teachers, they will find it
difficuit to fit in there, and that is where their
failure in life starts. So the education of the

child at the early stage is very very

fundamental.

Fortunately, there is no Public School that
onc goes now that one does not see a teacher
that will take care of children from the age of
one to five years before they will start doing
their primary one. So parents should be well
informed that there is no need taking their
children to quack schools. Just as quack
hospitals were closed down, we should
encourage the Ministry of Education to close
down all sub-standard schools. What we see
in Olympics and other competitions is not
learnt over-night. People who go to most of
these Private Schools do not have anythiing to
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do with sports. They only learn cramming
and how 1o memorize things. Thev do not do
sports and they do not have facilities for
anything; and you do not expect somebody
who has never played football throughout his
stay in primary school or secondary school to
come and be Kanu Nwankwo when he goes 10
University to plav football. People should
learn all these things in Primary and Post-
Primary Schools.

Like I have pointed out, just as the
National University Comimnission regulates
Private Universities and other educational
institutions, there should be such Board in
cach State so that it should not be fire-brigade
approach, ie. the Comnissioncr for
Education running out from time to time to
say close that school, and when he gels back
to his office it ends there. There should be a
Board that is charged with the iesponsibility
of inspecting and supervising all the Private
Schools in the State from Nursery to Post-
Primary on daily basis. They should look at
the  teachers, their curriculum, their
educational facilities and their  sports
facilities, so that any child who is said to be
in school is actually receiving real education;
education that is whole and entire.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | feel that this Motion is
very very limely. When we talk of fighting
poverty without giving the children proper
education, we might be wasting our time.
When we are talking of sustainable
development without giving the children
proper education, we might be wasting out
time. The only way to fight poverty and
disease is to give the child good education at
an early stage so that even if he drops out
because of financial difficulties he will find it
easy to pick up anytime he gets the resources.
When you talk of development without
properly educating the children, that
development cannot be sustained because
sumebody might be carrying the money it his
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bags but he might be full of ignorance in his
own person; he cannot sustain even the
infrastructural  facilities that are put on
ground by Government.

My hon. Colleagues, | urge you to give
this Motion the attention it deserves so that it
will have easy passage. All of us stand to
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benefit if this Motion is passed and the .

prayers are carried out by relevant Ministries.
Thank you.

Princess E. Ogbu (Udenu): Mr Speaker,
Sir, as a citizen of this State, and having
goodwill and love for the next generation, we
take it upon ourselves to support our children
bv uiving them good education. The Motion
moved by the Deputy Leader is timely and
necessary. Being part of everyday life in our
society and knowing the goings-on in these
sub-standard Schools 1 feel that such schools
may end up ruining the career of our future

’ hopes, that is, our failures. These children are

children of tomorrow, and we have to tackle
it as something very very important.

Mr Speaker, Sir, Education should be

planned in such a way that it should make for
better tomorrow for our children. We are
planning for these children to pass through
schools, and for schools to pass through
them. If we are talking about good education,
we should have qualified teachers in a
qualified environment, and [ think our
children best deserve it.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | strongly support this
Motion moved by the Deputy Leader and at
the same time [ am urging my hon.
Colleagues to also consider this Motion very
necessary and give their support. Thank you.

Leader (Mr Anichukwy): Thank you, Mr
Speaker, | have risen to give my support to
this Motion. | believe that there is no amount

of support to this Motion that will be too -
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much, because it is believed that any house
built on rock is solid. [ am speaking from
experience because | was a teacher before.
So, Mr Spealker, this Motion is very extensive
and refined. The Motion is not saying that all
private Schools should be closed down, but
sub-standard private schools should be closed
down, because when there is any public
examination, some people will attend the
examination by proxy. If one happens to have
visited any of the centres during the WAEC
examinations, one would flash his mind back
to the chaotic environment. While they pay
for the examination, they make provision for
a huge sum of money for sorring. 1 hope that
many of us know what [ mean by sorting. All
these boil down to poor and weak foundation.

Within the school teaching environment
now, it is only trained teachers who are
allowed to teach in the primary schools; by
this, 1 mean classes one, two, and three. In
those days we were having auxiliary teachers.
Some of them who were graduates were only
allowed to handle the senior classes.

So, it is seriously an eye-sore when vou
visit some of the sub-standard schools; not
only that the proprietors do not,even have
school certificates, some of the teachers in the
schools did not even attend secondary school,
and it is because they lost their job in the
public schosls that they now resort, as the last
alternative, to look for job in private schoals.

Mr Speaker, why 1 like this Motion is that
it is like every other Motion that is being
passed by this honourable House. The aim
has always been to make sure that the society
gets the best. We cannot be talking about
poverty eradication when we have not talked
about our children; it will be very weak if it is
not in control.

I believe that the Ministry of Education
has got a lot of job to do because 1 as much
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as the sub-standard nursery and primary
schools are being closed down they must
design extra programmes to make sure that
those who meet the standard conform with
the curriculum content of the Ministry of
Education. Efforts should. be made for
periodic check to make sure that the standard
is maintained.

So, Mr Speaker, we cannot be talking
about.poverty eradication when we do not
focus our mind on education which is
supposed to be the bedrock for overall
development.

I know that if I speak on this Motion for
more than 30 minutes, the Speaker, will
allow me because the advantages are
inexhaustible. Do we talk of the exploitation
of the masses. Out of ignorance, we just go to
the nearest school without checking the
standard; and no matter the amount fixed {or
the school fees, we gladly pay it. At the end
we get disappointed because of the low
standard, and we become the loser.

Mr Speaker, at this point in time, I ami

urging my hon. Colleagues to give this
Motion easy passage so that once again, the
people we represent will show their gratitude
that we are their effective Representatives in
this honourable House. Thank you.

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr
Speaker, hon. Colleagues, may [ beg for the
leave of this honourabie House to move in
line with Order 25 of our Standing Order,
additional Prayer to the Prayers.

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, [ rise to
second that Motion made by the hon.

Member for Awgu South (A Maduabu).

Question put and agreed (o.

Leave of the House accordingly granted in
line with Order 25,

Mr Maduabu: Thank you, Mr Speaker. |
herchy move that additional prayer be added,
thus: that the Ministry of Fducation should
establishv a Board that will he in charge of the
Supervision and control of private nursery,
primary and secondary schools in the State.

This will enable them to ensure that the
standard of both teachers and the schools arc
in fine with the educational standard of the
State.

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, |
want us to reframe that Motion very well. |
think that what the hon. Memiber for Awgu
South (Mr Maduabu) was trying to say is that
a Board should be set wp to monitor the
activities of these private nursery, primary
and secondary schools, and what [ am
equally trying to say on what he said is that
the same criteria which the Ministry of
Education is  using in  judging and
determining the establishment of public
schools should be applicabie to private
schools. That is to say that it one has a
criteria which one uses in.establishing or
recruiting  teachers for pubiic  nursery,
primary and secondary schools, the same
criteria  should be applicable (o the
establishment and recruitment of teachers in
private nursery, primary and sccondary
schools. Am I right?

Mr Maduabu: Mr Speaker, you are right;
so that there will be standard.

Leader (Mr Anichukwu). Mr Speaker. is
the proposed Board going to be a Board
within the Ministry of [Lducation or {rom
outside?

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): It is going
to be from outside.
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Leader: How are salaries going to be
determined?

Mr M.N. Onyeze (igboeze North 1): The
Board should be an independent Body; even
though it is going to be under the Ministry of
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Education, it should be independent and not

the permanent type of a Board just like we
have the State Schools Management Board.
The salary should be paid by the Government
because that is the contribution the
Government should make towards ensuring

quatitative education for these private
seclors.
Mr M. N. Njeze (Udi North):

Information! Mr Speaker, my information is
that there are already in the Ministry of
Education, Departments that are in charge of
private nursery, primary and secondary
schools to the extent of inspection, approval
and registration. Howevet, they do not delve

*into the quality of teachers. The Board we are

talking about needs a Bill to be established.
But we can ask the Ministry of Education to

include it as part of the functions of the Post -

Primary Schools Management Board to
supervise the Private Post Primary Schoals,
and then the Enugu State Primary Education
Board to oversee the Private Primary
Schools; and then the Ministry of Education
supervisory Division to oversee the nursery
schools. The Enugu State Primary Education
Board (SPEB) can also control child care and
nursery schools.

I feel that when he is framing the Motion,
it should be framed in such a way that the
House should ask the Ministry of Education
to mandate its appropriate authority to ensure
that the teachers recruited into nursery,
primary, and post primary schools should
have the requisite qualifications before they
can be accepted. Thank you.
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Mr Onyeze: Information! Mr Speaker,
the information I want to give is that we have
just visited the Ministry of Education and we
raised the matter and told them that they
should have a separate Board and they said
that they are going to work on it.-And it is
very difficult to ask the Chairman of the
PPSMB (Post Primary Schools Managcment
Board) to go and look for the private schools.
They complained that the work is too much
and that it is cumbersome because there are
other dimensions. So, we have already been
discussing with them. ‘

Mr  Speaker: Well, since vyou are
discussing with the Ministry of Education and
if the discussion is something that can work
out well, and if it is in order, let us make
progress.

Please, let me have the
amendment.

proposcd

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): | read: That the
Ministry of Lducation to establish a Board to
monitor and control the Private nursery,
primary and post primary schools in the Stare
to be in line with the criterion set by its
counterpart in the public schools.

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr
Speaker, | hereby move a Motion that the
Ministry of Education do establish a Board to
monitor, supervise and control the Private
Nursery, Primary and Post Primary Schools
in the State to be in line with the criterion set
out by its counterparts in the public schools.

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, I wish to second
the Motion moved by the hon. Member for
Awgu South (Mr Madabu).

Question put and agreed to.

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, [ am in support of
this Motion for closing down of all existing
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sub-standard nursery, primary and post
primary schools in the State that are private
and even if there are public ones that are sub-
stanclard they should equally be closed down,

but I do not think that there is any. I support -

this Motion because when one looks at the
society where we are living in and look at the
standard of education being given out to our
children and equate them with what we used
to have in the olden days one will discover
that one does not need any adviser to tell one
that the standard is low.

When we recall the level of supposedly
clandestine activities going on in our
universities, activities that are no longer in
consonance with the desires of our society,
things like what the hon. Leader of the House
called sorting, the obtaining of marks by
force or what you may call cult activities, we
discover that these vices are partly because of
_the poor standard of education at primary and

secondary school levels. The purpose of

cducation at the nursery, primary and post
primary levels, to a large extent, in the
private schools, are not achieved. The major
aim is not just to learn arts and sciences, but
also for the individual to be developed
mentally and physically. In other words he
necds sporting activities and above all ethical
training.

You may discover that most of the private
schools do not even teach moral instruction;
it is not even in their curriculum.

For a child who is passing through his
developmental stage the first four years
forms his character command. Some of them
enter nursery school at the age of two,; some
of them may not be up to two, because some
attend pre-nursery, that is, those that go to
nursery school at the age of one year or nine
months. So one discovers that most of one’s
time i$ spent in the school.
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When one looks at some parents one
begins to wonder what they really want for
their children. Sometimes you would not
blame them because they will tell” you that
they are trying to conform with the socicty
and what socicty are they conforming vith?
They are conforming with the norm that has
been allowed by the Government, hecause if
the Government does not allow these sub-
standard educational institutions to exist, the
average individual would not take it as a
norin. I am an Igbo man and in [gbo land
there is a saying that if an evil endures for a
year, it becomes the custom of the people.
This evil of sub-standard schools in our
nursery/primary and some private post
primary schools has existed for more than a
year; so it has become a norm.

However, it was reported in one of the
books that in Heaven an Angel is an Angel
when he changes whatever cvil he sces at any
point in time he sees it. This House will do
Enugu Sate a big duty if"at this point we
recognize that this thing is an evil in our
society; that it is eating deep into the lives of
the society and if we allow it, it may one day
destroy us. We should now decide to let the
Executive stand firm and close down cvery
sub-standarcd private nursery / primary and
post primary schocls. It is said, though in a
very jovial way, but it is true that there are
those who c¢an perform and excei but who
cannot teach. This statement is most true in
these sub-standard private schools because
majority of the teachers are those who cannot
teach; those who have been declared unfit by
public schools, that is, retired teachers. When
a man is tired he should go and rest and take
carc of his grand children, but you discover
that if you go to these private schools alimost
80% of their head teachers are retired
teachers. Then the other teachers are those
who are either awaiting to complete fncir
WAEC results or have sought for jobs in
public and private institutions that required
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standard but could not meet up and then they
resort to teaching. So, I believe that we will
be doing our State a big duty if we pass this
Motion and I thank the Mover of the Motion.

However, we know that Nigeria is
running a free economy and I remember that

when we passed the Bill on African Thinkers -

University we said that we were not going to
discuss the fees to be charged or the salary to
be paid to workers because it is a private
institution that knows how best to make its
money and how to distribute its wealth. |
believe that the standard of private nursery /
primary and post primary schools should
equally be given that same privilege of being
a private institution and being able to source
its fund and paying their teachers because we
should remember that if we ask them to
reduce their fees what we are alternatively
saying is that they should employ those who
are not qualified because those who are
qualified will charge high; they will charge
what the normal teacher in public schools
charge. And if you charge less from pupils or

students in the schools it then means that .

they will not meet up with the amount they
are going to pay, so they end up having sub-
standard employees and the turn-out will be
sub-standard.

I want to plead with the honourable
House to suspend order No. 25 of the House
to enable me move a Motion for the removal
of prayer No. 4 so that the benefit of this
Motion will be properly harnessed.

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North I):
Information, Mr Speaker Sir! What prayer
No. 4 said is considerate. [t is not pegged.
And that considerate means that the fees a
student will pay or whatever salary that will
be paid to teachers will be considered before
Jees are pegged. So, praver No. 4 is not

saying anything about pegging it to minimum
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or to higher level. So, expunging it, is not
necessary.

Mr J.  Obidinma (Oji  River):
[nformation, Mr Speaker! I want to inform
the hon. Member for Igboeze North | (Ar
Onyeze) that the hon. Member for Udi North
(Mr Njeze) is not talking about how to reduce
fees in schools,

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, I thank the hon.
Member for lgboeze North [ (Mr Onyeze) for
his information and [ welcome it very well
and [ am going to use it; it is going to help me
in what I am saying, So, the information that
has just been brought before the House is
quite in order. Prayer No. 4 says that fees in
such schools should be considerate 1o
conform with the poverty reduction thrust of
the State Government. Considerate  here
means do not charge (o a certain exten!, do
not charge beyond what parents can afford.
You should be considerate, do not charge too
much. What | am saying is this: In view of
the seriousness of this Motion bringing in
considerate or inconsiderate waters down the
strength of this Motion. Let us forget
everything about fee; we should expunge
prayer No. 4 entirely. Let the economy
decide.

I am aware of certain privale schools
parents have started withdrawing their Kids
because of the exorbitant fees being charged
and 1 know some where parents are now
sending their kids because of the moderate
fees they charge. But what [ am saying is that
this is a frce economy; let each school charge
according to the quality of what parents feel
their children are getting becausc in reality
these private schools started thriving during
the Military era because the public schools
became business centres where teachers come
and market their wares and go away; they
were not teaching. So, these private schools
started springing up and parents want the best
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for their children and they started sending
their children to private schools. But now
that high standard has returned in public
schools; if you go to public schools you sce
that the number of pupils have increased and

in most private schools the number of pupils

are reducing almost on a yearly basis. As
long as public schools arc improving and
maintain high standard i assure you that the
intent of this Motion will be carried out. |
want us to still maintain our stand that this
House should not delve into fees for private
schools just like we agreed on the issue of
African Thinkers University that we won't
talk about the fees they charge or the fees
they pay. Let us not talk about fees here.
What 1 am saying about considerate or
inconsiderate is just a mere scmantic. So, let
us forget what I am praying the House to
suspend Order No. 25 to enable me move the
Motion for prayer No. 4 to.be expunged from
the Motion. Thank you.

Chief Whip (Mr Odo)- Mr Speaker, Sir, | -

want to assist the Deputy Leader of the
House in moving this Motion on the issue of
considerate as X-rayed in prayer No. 4. It
does no harm in either of the issues. If you
are not considerate, you are inconsiderate. |
want to address the issue: /o2 conform with the
poverty: reduction thrust in the State. Poverty
in itself is a relative term. What appears to be
poor to another person might appear to bc
rich to the other. For instance somebody who
has, may be, several mansions can describe
somebody with three vehicies, as a poor man.
It is a relative term. One does not have to
interpret it to mean the least person in the
society. So it is my thinking that the prayer
has nothing to do with whatever fees the
private secondary / primary / nursery schools
charge in their own schools. (Interruptions).

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
this Motion does not actually require any
argument. The hon. Member for Udi North
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(Mr Njeze) should move a Motion asking for
something, so that I will now put a Question
on his request. I know that this is democracy,
and that the rule of law is aiways allowed.
Pleasc let the hon. Member for Udi North

(Mr Njeze) formerly move the Motion.

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr Spcaker,
Sir, you would have allowed the hon.
Member for Udi North (M- Ajeze) complcte
his statement. [. mean you should have
allowed him ... (Interruptions).

Mr Spealker: If the hon. Member for OQji
River (Mr J. Obidinma) was listening very
well, he would have toed our line. We are in
democracy which is the rule of law. What |
expected was 10 know if he is supporting the
Motion. Even if he start to argue on this
matter till next year, every hon. Member has
got something to say either in favour or
against the matter. So the non. Member for
Udi North (Mr Njeze) should formerly move
a Motion and [ will then put the Question,
and the result will end the matter.

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Thank you, Mr
Speaker, Sir. As we ali know, logic is the oil
with which the food of thought is swallowed.
Based on what my hon. Colleagues have said,
I think 1 should reconsider my stand,
therefore can I now move that the Question
be now puit.

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for Udi
North (Mr Njeze) has abandoned his good
friend, i.e. the hon. Member for Qji River (Afr
Obidinma). Prolonged Laughter).

Question, That the Question he now put.
put and agreed to.

Main Question put and agreed (0.

Resolved:
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i That this honotrable House do Mr J.C. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr
call on the State Ministry of  Speaker, Sir, I Pave rvisen to second the
Fducation to close down these  Motion for adjournment as moved by the
sub-standard  Nursery, Primary = Leader of the House.
and Post Primary schools.

Question put and ugreed 1o.
That the State Ministry of
Education should inspect any Resolved. That the House do now adjourn
private nursery, primary and post  tili Thursday. 2™ September, 2004 at 10 a.m.
primary schools seeking approval
betor~ authorization. i Adjowrned accordingly ar 12 34 p.m.

o

That the personnel to be engaged
in such schools must have the
requisite qualifications.

(W8

4. That the fees in such schools
should be considerate to conform
with the poverly reduction thrust
of'the State Government.

N

That the House of Assembly calls
on the Statc  Ministry  of
Education to close down all
existing  sub-standard  nursery,
primary, post primary schools in
the State.

6. That the Ministry of Education do
estaplish a Board to monitor and
supervise and control all private
nursery, primary and post primary
schools in the State to be in line
with the criteria set out by its
counter-parts  in the  public
schools.

ADJOURNMENT

Leader (Mr JN. Anicikru): Thank you
Mr Speaker, Sir. May [ move that this
honourable House de now adjourn tiil
Thursday, 2™ September, 2004 at 10 a.m.
Thank vou, Sir.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA
Thursday, 2™ September, 2004

(The House met at 10 a.m.)

PRAYERS
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mir Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, our
Votes and Proceedings No. 26, dated
Thursday, 31% August, 2004 are before us. I
have gone through them and found them to
be correct. However, I need your comments.

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East): Mr Speaker,
Sir, T have equally gone through the Votes
and Proceedings and found them to be
correct, I therefore move for the adoption of
the Votes and Proceedings.

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka West): [ have risen
to second the Motion ’

Question put and agreed to:

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 31"
August, 2004 accordingly adopted.

NOTICE OF MOTION

Ban on Illegal Market Unions/Associations
in Enugu State

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to move a Motion
standing in my name: that this honourable
House do urge the Executive to ban all
existing illegal market unions/associations in
Enugu State. Thank you.
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Leadér (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, Sir,
I have risen to second the Motion as moved.

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The free market policy,of Enugu State is
seriously being threatened. What obtains
today in our markets cannot be ecxplained. A
situation where for instance, every household
item and even ordinary food item has a
market union. An overview of these illegal
market unions can only be imagined than
discussed. To mention but a few, it is baffling
to hear that even Broom Dealers Association
is included; Palm Kernel Union, Onions
dealers Association or Union, Green
Vegetable Union, Pepper dealers union, etc.
This is a mockery to the consciousness of our
culture which indicates that the good people
of Enugu Sate are very industrious, hard
working and egalitarian.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the socio-economic
implications of these illegal market unions
are enormous. It makes it absolutely uneasy
for one to take any services on autonomy of
negotiations while seeking to procure an item
in the market. By this, both men and women
now conspire to fix prices of goods and
services in our markets under the auspices ol
market union. There is no one single item in
the market that has a stable price because of
obnoxious associations or trade unions. Mr
Speaker, the funny aspect of these illegal
unions is that they travel to the hinterland and
obtain these products at very cheap prices
only to come to our markets and form unions
to sell them. If the producers of these
commodities and services operated through
such unions then one imagines what would
have befallen us today.

Mr Speaker, there is a central body
recognized by law: Enugu State Traders
Association; an affiliate of Nigeria Labour
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Congress (N.L.C). Therefore, the continuous
existence of these illegal market unions will
be an overlap. The inflation of prices of all
the food items is as a result of these illegal
market unions.

It is therefore in view of these facts that I
urge this honourable House and my hon.
Colleagues, to resolve as follows:

1. That this honourable House

condemns in its entirety the
existence of all the illegal market

unions/associations in  Enugu
State. ’
2. That this honourable House

hereby call on the Executive to
ban all the illegal market
unions/associations in  Enugu
State.

3. That the House Committee on
Commerce and Industry should
liaise with relevant Ministries and
parastatals to actualize these
objectives.

Mr Speaker, ] want to use this opportunity
explain further on illegal market Trade
Unions. For instance, we have Enugu State
Trade Union Association; we have them
existing in all the markets in the State. If you
come to the New Market Eniugu, we have the
branch. At Ogbete main markct, we have the
same branch there. If you go to Obollo Affor
or any other part of the market up to 9" Mile
Corner, there are some branches existing; just
as we have in the National Union of Road
Transport Workers and the National Union of
Road Transport Owners. These are the
Constitutionally approved Trade Unions. We
have them existing in all the Branches but
not forming either Tipper Dealers Union, in
terms of vehicles or Bus Drivers Association
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or Taxi Drivers Association; these are the
illegal Ttade Unions.

On the issue of illegal market unions as
contained in the Motion, Mr Speaker, it is our
great responsibility as honourable Members
to make Laws for the good of the State. We
make the Laws, the Judiciary interprets the
Laws, the Executive executes the Laws. We
cannot condone illegality us this will be an
abomination -on  our constitutional
responsibility as hon. Members. It is in view
of this, Mr Speaker, that it is hereby moved.

Leader (Mr Aviichukwu): Mr Speaker, Sir,
the Motion is self- explanatory. We are just
doing our honourable job here by putting
more emphasis and more information that
will guide this honourable House in
considering the Motion. Mr Speaker, Sir, the
Sponsor of this Motion has itemized those
Unions recognized by Law. This is because in
an organized society, the organized citizens
have to live and work in an organized
environment.

Mr Speaker, I wish to inform this
honourable House of an ugly incident that
happened last month during, the Awugst
Meeting of Women in various placcs. You
can imagine my own mother coming to the
market to buy salt among other things; only
God saved the situation when she was not
ailowed to buy the salt because she refused to
pay a token of money in support ol alt
Association in my own town. If we look
round, we will see that we have ‘he
Association of Barrows; Association of this
or that; and on information, just yesterday’s
evening, | was made to understand that it :ss
than one month, there is going to be a great
problem in this State; that there is conclusive
arrangement to have Spinsters Association of
Enugu State. (Laughterj. This is not a
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laughing matter. Any action whatsoever
must always have chain reaction.

In the future there may be Bachelors
Association whereby a young man who
wants to find a partner and live according to
God’s decree might be frustrated in getting
married because the money he might use in
getting a wife will be spent on an illegal
association. One of the responsibilities of this
honourable House is to make sure that the
society in which we live must maintain an
organized system. We were given the
mandate by some people to stay here and if
such things are going on we can not just
pretend that it is not our business. The
confidence which people have in us is
actually demonstrated by the way we look;
the way we listen, and the way we see things
going on. We must go round to protect the
youth, the children, the adults, and the
society in general.

Mr Speaker, this information will be of
great help to us because if by today you are
not involved, by tomorrow you might be
involved, and embarrassment can come in
any way and any how. So, Mr Speaker, |
believe that this honourable House will be
doing itself very much great honour by trying
to avert danger. Two days ago we passed a
Motion by which we called on the
appropriate Authorities to close down sub-
standard / illegal nursery, ptimary and post
primary schools. Just a day after the Motion,
we got feedback from people who are
watching us, and they were saying yes, we
are actually representing them. In the same
vein, Mr Speaker, [ believe, we are not
saying all the Unions, because some of the
Unions Jike Road Transport Workers Union
are organized unions. (Interruptions).

Mr Speaker: What is happening there?
You know that the Mover of the Motion has
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not even allowed people to contribute 1o the
Motion. "

An hon. Member: May be he is
campaigning towards it. (Lazighter).

Mr Speaker: Okay. Go ahead.

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker for
protecting me.

If this Motion is considered worthy and
passed by this honourable House, I believe
that the Members will equally get
commendations from the good people of
Enugu State that we represent. The children,
the bachelors, the spinsters, and even the old
and the young, will have the freedom to do
purchases at reasonable prices without
unnecessarily increasing the prices of ose,
ugu, salt, and the likes.

So, Mr Speaker, I am now appealing to
my fellow hon. Colleagucs to please accept
the Motion and get it passed. Thank you.

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, Sir,
on the Motion before us, I wish to observe
that the formation appears to run contrary to
the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria. If we could read Section 40 which
states that:

 Every person shall be entitled to
assemble jreely and associate with
other persons, and in particular, he
may form or belong to any political
parly, trade wunion or any other
association for the protection of his
interests.

So, this is very cardinal to what we are
discussing here, and if there is something on
the contrary, we might be... (Interruptions).
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Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): On
information! Mr Speaker, my information is
to say that the Chief Whip (Mr Odo) should
either speak in favour or against the Motion.
He should have allowed those who want to
speak in favour of the Motion to finish.

Mr Speaker: Noted. The information that
the Chief Whip is given us is very
fundamental. If there is anything we are
doing that is going contrary to the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, we have to avoid it. So, it is a piece
of information that he is giving us and the
information will guide us.

He is not speaking as a .person on the
Motion, his argument is anchored on the
Constitution. What 1 expect at this point in
time is for us to explain whether what we are
doing runs contrary to the Constitution. So, I
want hon. Members to react to Section 40 as
canvassed by the Chief Whip.

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, I have not
finished. So, Mr Speaker, the rationale
behind it is that it would appear very difficult
to understand what constitutes an illegal
trade union and a legal trade union, that is the
problem there.

There is no trade union that is called
illegal trade union, and there is none that is
called legal trade union. If one would now
read it in consonance with this provisicn, one
will find out that the organisations that have
reared their heads manifested as a result of,
may be, the popularity they have given to
themselves, or the recognitions they have got
from well meaning government parastatals.

I would urge you, Mr Speaker, to invite
our Colleagues to reconcile this Section so
that we know whether or not we are moving
on.
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Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, the
issue now is for us to establish if this Motion
runs contrary to the 1999 Constitution.

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The issue before us, that is, that Section of
the Constitution the Chief Whip quoted is
even a further protection to this Motion.
Everybody has a right to belong to an
association for his own interest. Every trade
or dealer has a coustitutional protection under
a forum which has been legalized by law. It is
unbelievable for one to say that there is
nothing like legal or illegal association. We
have to name the Nigeria Bar Association
(NBA); this is a legitimate union. We do not
have any other thing other than that
recognized by law. We have the market
traders’ association legalized by law, and this
Motion is saying that all the illegal ones
should subsume themselves into the one
legalized by law. '

Chief Whip: Which law?

Deputy Leader: There is an existing law
on trade unions. Mr Speaker, for instance, we
have even National. Association of Nigeria
Students. We do not have any other thing
other than that; that is a trade union.

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. Deputy
Leader (Mr Anikwe) did mention broom
association, green vegetable association. Now
my question is: are these ones enjoying the
protection of an existing trade union? If they
are existing, under which umbiciia are they
existing.

Deputy Leader: Yes, Mr Speaker, today
in Enugu State, for instance, we have Chief
O.C. Peters Okoye as the Chairman of Enugu
State Market Traders’ Union. We have all
these people represented in that union; we
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA
Tuesday, 1" June, 2004

The House met at 10 a.m.

PRAYERS
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
our Votes and Proceedings No. 77 of
Tuesday 25™ May, 2004 are before us. I
have gone through them and to the best of
my knowledge they are correct. However, 1
need your comments. Thank you.

Mr D. A. Anih (Enugu South 1): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through
the Votes and Proceedings of our last
sitting and found them very correct.
Therefore, I move for their adoption.

Mr A. C. Nnadi (Igbo-Etiti West): Mr
Speaker, Sir, 1 have risen from my place to
second that Motion for the adoption of the
Votes and Proceedings. Thank you.

Question put and agreed to.

Votes and Proceedings No. 77 of
Tuesday 25" May, 2004 accordingly
adopted.

Mr Speaker: Then, our Votes and
Proceedings No. 78 of Thursday 27" May,
2004 are before us, I have carefully gone
through them and found them to be correct.
However, 1 need your comments. Thank
you.

1 June 2004

1422

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through

‘the records of that day and I also observed

that there was only seven Members in the
House when the Motion was moved that the
Quorum was not formed, and the Speaker
adjourned the sitting.

What [ am saying is that what was
recorded is correct, and I therefore Move

“for the adoption.

Deputy Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, | have
risen to second that Motion. Thank you.

Question put and agreed to.
Votes and Proceedings No. 78 of

Thursday 27" May, 2004 accordingly
adopted.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Appreciation
Mr Speaker:
1. Honourable Colleagues, T wish

to thank those of us who made it
this morning; we made it quite
on time. I keep on saying that
we can as well come to the
Chambers by 10 a.m. and do our
sitting and go home or go out for
our various businesses. So, at
least 1 am happy this morning
that we have been able to turn
out on time. Thank you very
much.

I do hope that coming
Thursday, we are going to have
more Members, and those of us
here should try to come on time,
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[ thank hon. Members for

coming early enough today.
Meetings

2. The House Committee on
Health will meet with me on the
rising of the House in my office.
1 have very important
assignment for them, and [ want
to hand over that assignment to
them in my office.

3. There will be a meeting of the
Joint Committees on Health and
Judiciary, Ethics and Privileges
tomorrow, 2" June 2004. Time
is 10 a.m. Venue is Room 014,
Chairman’s office. It was signed
by Mr Onah Fabian, Chairman.

When I said Order Paper No. 1, I know
you may be wondering why we are having
No. 1. The idea is that we have completed
the first Session. What | mean is that we
have completed our first one year in office.
So I wish to express my happiness to all the
hon. Members and of course the staff of
this  Assembly for their cooperation
throughout our first year in office. I wish to
request that this second year we should try
as much as possible to be more vibrant and
more committed. I am happy again that
today is the first day of the month and the
first day of our second year. The way and
manner all of us rushed to the Chamber this
morning shows that we are going to be
more committed this time around. I thank
you for all your support and cooperation. [
pray and hope that Almighty God will
continue to shower His blessings upon us.
In an Assembly like this, once we believe
in dialogue what we do is to work hand in
hand with each other. I believe that we are

-

brothers and sisters and whatever affects
one person affects all. We have to work
together because [ believe that united we
stand and divided we fall. So, I thank you
for- your cooperation which we have
enjoyed throughout our first year in office.
[ wish you all the best.

I hope that this time around, we will
continue to have lots and lots of democracy
dividends. [ hope that this time around our
welfare will improve. Thank you.

Reminder

I still want to remind the House
Committee on Health and Judiciary that
there was assignment given to them and
they ought to have reported out this
morning. [ am appealing to them once more
to endeavour to come up with their report
as soon as possible, otherwise, we go into
Committee of the Whole House and discuss
it. Thank you.

ADJOURNMENT
Leader (Mr Anichukww): Mr Speaker,

Sir, may [ move that this honourable House
do now adjourn until 10 a.m. on Thursday,

the 3" day of June, 2004. Thank you.
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Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr
Speaker, Sir, [ hereby second the Motion as
moved by the Leader.

Question put and agreed to:

Adjouwrned accordingly at 10.18 a.m.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGU STA E OF NIGERIA
" Thursday, 13" May, 2004

(The House met at 10 a.nm.)

PRAYERS
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mr Speaker: Hon. Colleagues, our
Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 11"
May, 2004 is before the House. | have gone
through them and found them to be very
correct. However, | need your comments.
Thank you.
L

Mrs C. Ene (Udi South): Mr Speaker, 1
have also gone through the Votes and
Proceedings of 11™ May, 2004 and to the
best of my knowledge, they are correct
recording of what transpired during ourlast
sitting. Therefore, | move for the adoption
of the said Votes and Proceedings. Thank
you, Sir.

Mr J. C. Obidinma (Oji River): Thank
you._ very much, Mr Speaker, for

recognizing me. The Motion moved by the
hon. Member for Udi South (Mrs Ene) is
perfect. | therefore second the Motion.

Question put and agreed fo.
. . /

th

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 11
May, 2004, accordingly adopted.

NOTICE OF MOTION

INCLUSION OF IDOMA LANGUAGE
IN ENUGU STATE BROADCASTING

SERVICE - ESBS -

RADIO/TELEVISION PROGRAMMES

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr
Speaker, Sir, may [ move the Motion
standing in my name: That this honourable
House do urge the State Governor, His
Excellency, Dr Chimaroke Nnamani to
direct the Chief Executive of ESBS Radio

and Television to include ldoma language - -- -

in the State Radio/ Television programmes.

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North I): Mr
Speaker, Sir, [ beg to second the Motion as
moved by the Deputy Speaker. Thank you,
Sir.

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr
Speaker, Sir, permit me to draw the
attention of this honourable House to
Section 39 (1) of the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 which
states to wit:

Every person shall be entitled to
freedom of expression, including freedom-to
hold opinions and to receive and impart
ideas and information without interference.

Furthermore, may [, with due respect,
refer you to Order No. 2 of the adopted
Standing Orders of the Anambra State
House of Assembly as applicable to Enugu
State House of Assembly, which states inter
alia:

The business of the House shall be
conducted in English, but the House
may in addition to English conduct
the business of the House in Igho or
other languages spoken in the State

660
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as the House may by resolution
‘approve‘

Mr Speaker, Sir, these inferences as
deduced from the above references buttress
the point to freedom of expression which
effective communications in a group of
people will always provide. It is an
established fact that ldoma language is
distinct from the Igbo and Igalla languages
in Enugu State. These languages are three
major languages used by these distinct

groups of people. The importance of
language to the people needs not be over-
emphasised. However, not all are privileged
to have gone to school or benefited from
the actualization of the times.

. ‘ {

Everyone knows that not everybody is
privileged tb go to school. This group of
people . 1 call Idoma.are part of. my
Constituency. They constitute one third of
my Constituency.

The Idoma programme is the only
yearning gap which the people are desirous
to be scheduled in the State radio/TV. The
benefits to the people outweigh whatsoever
envisaged cost. The freedom of the people
of ldoma to express their opinions, culture
and-elicit-information from the government

will be an improved facilitator to the
people’s cultural development.

Mr Speaker, we have a dance called
Computa dance. 1f you watch this dance,
you will not be looking for disco. It is there.
Mr Speaker, Sir, and my hon. Colleagues, |
invite - your gopd. conscience -and
understanding to this sincere réquest of the
people of Idoma whom 1 represent and urge
you to resolve as follows: -

PRAYERS:
(D To convey a Resotution ¥ the
Enugu  State  House  of
Assembly to His Excellency,
Dr Chimaroke Nnamani, the
Governor of Enugu State
drawing his attention to the
need of including Idoma
language in the State Radio/ TV
programme, in line with the
other languages — Igbo and
Igala.
That the Chief Executive of the
Enugu  State  Broadcasting
Service and Television Dbe
directed to adjust its local
programmes to accommodate
Idoma speaking people in social
education, and information
programmes.
That the government of Enugu
State is urged to ensure
compliance.

@)

()

Be it moved and is hereby moved.

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Point of Order!
Order No. 28 (1); It says, that During a
sitting, all Members shall be formally
dressed and shall enter or leave the House
with decorum.

I wish to remind Mr Speaker that the
hon. Member for Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo)
is not properly dressed, and I urge that this
honourable House orders him to go out of
the Chamber.

Mr A. O. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr
Speaker, | oblige (Laughter).

Mr Speaker: Let me make it clear. |
have said it times without number. If an
hon. Member is coming to this Chamber, he

—

- 1 ettt
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should be prepared for business. We are not

kids. 1 am happy he has complied. Any
other day, any hon. Member who is not
properly dressed will not enter the Chamber
at all. 1 will just ask the Sergeant-at-Arms
to send that person.out. ,

Yesterday, even though we did not have
sitting, .the hon. Member for ‘Uzo-Uwani
(Mr Chigbo) camé on suit.” Today, he
decided to fly jumper because he is going to
a Restaurant or may be a beer parlour.

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Etiti North [): Mr
Speaker, Sir, permit me to second the
Motion as moved by the Deputy Speaker
(Mr Atigwe) with regards to urging the
State Government to introduce Idoma
language in the broadcasting service.

ldoma people like he pointed out, are
indigenes of the State found in Igboeze
North, specially in Ette community. They
number about 100,000 and they now host
the headquarters of one of: the newly
created local governments. That is Igboeze
North-West ‘with headquarters at Ode-Ette.
That is- to say that Ode-Ette is in Idoma
land in Enugu State.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the State government
has done a lot to show the people of Ette
and indeed Idoma people that they are part
and parcel of us. One of such things is the
recent siting of the local government
headquarters in their land. Again, the
present administration, under the-leadership

-of-our-able-Governor gave them a hospital.
They have a hospital now, a general
hospital in that [doma land. They have a
model school. There are three of such
schools in the State. One is in Mpu; one is
in Agbani; the third one is in Ette. They

L
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have a gigantic water project. They have.

Rural Electrification.

In fact, the State has done a lot for them
but unfortunately, the villagers who are
predominantly farmers do not even know
who are bringing these things, because
these farmers do not understand English.

So, there is need to communicate with
them effectively through the State Radio
and Television. One can imagine people
having a Local Government Headquarters
without being able to communicate with
their State. The ordinary workers there,
cleaners and other staff of lower cadres, do
not even know what we are doing in Enugu
because they do not understand what we are
saying in English language or Igalla
language. If you look at all the investments
there, and there is no way you can let the
people know who are doing it, you will find
out that there is need to reach the people.

Secondly, Sir, these people are human
beings like us. We are teaching people
about HIV and other things on Radio and
Television. There is no way to educate them
because they do not understand English
language or Igalla. They do not know what
they are talking about AIDS; they do not
know what they are talking about UBE,
they do not know what they are talking
about anything. So, there is need for us to
show them sense of belonging and because
of this communication gap the Idoma
people in Ette have been agitating from time
to time to join their kith and kin in the
Benue and Kogi States.

Mr Speaker, Sir, I believe that if this
honourable House passes this Motion

showing them sense of belonging, there will -

be a relief, in fact, there will be celebrations
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in the local government headquarters today
because they have been brought to the fold,
they have been brought in, to know what
we are doing. If we put ourselves in their
shoes they are human beings like us and
they have been contributing a lot in the
development of the State. The Ette

community farm is supposed to be the

biggest government owned farm in the
State apart from Ada Rice and they gave
the land free to the Government. The farm
is still there up till today and any willing
citizen of the State can go there and farm
freely it is given to the State. So, there is
need for us to give these people a sense of
belonging. So, Mr Speaker, Sir, | urge my
hon. Colleagues to give this Motion a
favourable consideration so that we can
give them a sense of belonging and carry
them along in whatever we are doing and
give them proper education in modern way
of life, and how to prevent diseases, etc.
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker: Before you continue with

your contribution, 1 want to make an .

appeal. In a debate like this I expect that it
flows very well. The rule of debate has
given everybody the opportunity to speak
both for and against the Motion. So, 1 want
everybody to comply to the Rule. T do not
want a situation where somebody will
deviate from the Rule. So, let everybody
confine himself to the context of the
Motion on the Floor.

I wish to appeal to you that if anybody
wants to differ from the Motion he should
allow those in favour of the Motion to
speak first. However, | do-not think that
anybody is against the Motion. But I would
like anybody who wants to speak against
the Motion to speak last. Thank you.

-people of Enugu State.

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Thank you,
Mr Speaker | have risen to align myself
with this Motion. In the first place, what the
Mover intends to ask the Speaker to do is to
ask the ESBS to draw a programme that can
accommodate the ldoma people with their
language. It is not strictly the intentional
adjustment to favour a particular section of
Secondly, Mr
Speaker, there is one pertinent issue’ the
hon. Member for Igboeze North I (Mr
Onyeze) mentioned which | want this
honourable House to take serious. As the
saying goes, it is only those who wear the
shoes that know where it pinches. We are
all aware of the political situation in
Igboeze North local Government Area. The
two  Representatives of that local
government area have spoken and we have
heard what they have said and they want us
to confirm it by giving approval to this
Motion first. We all know the particular
situation of Igboeze North; they have been
agitating for a long time, they have
complained times without number that they
are not fully accommodated in Enugu State.

| am sure they had really gone to cou o

buttress their demands that they shoulc e
made to join their kit and kin in Benue and
Kogi States.

Mr Speaker, the State Government is not
taking this matter so lightly because Er s
State is not so big that we can stand in this
honourable House and lose a fraction of the
indigenes of Enugu State. Because some of
th~*- agitations could be that they are not
re...2mbered in infrastructural development,
etc; sensibly enough, the creation of the
programme of this nature will cost virtually
nothing. We will make them have a sense of
belonging. It will make them know that
Enugu State has actually started
accommodating them.
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t is going to have any
financial invo. ment, that could be an
impediment. ldoma people are
accommodating, they are not too violent. |
think the only thing they are asking is just
to accommc~ite them. We should
remember tha hey are part and parcel of
Enugu State. . .nd this their little request
which | feel i~ 1ot too much will enter their
minds and they will say, OK, we are happy
these people now know that we exist, these

If the reqt

people know that our language will be

transmitted even within and outside the
country. And it will go to a very great
length to su~tain their lives. The people of
lgboeze wil. se praising Enugu State and
will be happy with this honourable House
that such M~*ion has come to make people

happy.

So, Mr Speaker, | believe that this few
point will go a long way towards making
ldoma people and the people in general
very happy, and show that we are still one.
Thank you.

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir,.1 have
risen to support this Motion on the Floor.
Mr Speaker, you can recall that when the

Mover of the Motion was citing Section -

39(1) of the Constitution, part of Section
39(1) appear to fall under the fundamental
human rights of individuals as was
guaranteed by the Constitution. These
rights as itemized from Sections 34 to 40
are not negotiable rights. It is something
that individuals are entitled to. It is like
some of the provisions of the Sections are
saying that individuals have right to life,
right to dignity of labour. So, part of these
rights, otherwise called natural rights, is
what we are discussing here today.

“Tnan's

ies

The Idoma speaking people of Enugu
State cannot be seen to be existing in
vacuum. In the first instance, the State
Government is embarking on development
programmes, creating access roads, schools,
and hospitals. You can imagine where a
school is established and you can imagine
as well the problems the teachers could
face. b

Moreover, Mr Speaker, there are similar
occasions in other States, in the Federal
Capital Tersritory that is meant to be a ro-
land,  they  were  appealing
magnanimously for the accommodation of
Gwarri people who appear to be the most
privileged. So, in Radio Nigeria, Abuja, you
see Gwarri programmes being conducted in
Gwarri language. It does not mean that the
Gwarri people may have even the facilities
to pursue their rights.

In Plateat State  they  have
accommodated the minority tribe called
Birom in their own radio stations, so also in
Rivere State as in the case of Kalabari. 1
th we are lucky in Enugu State because
we ...ve only three languages, that is Igalla-
sp~~""ing people, ldoma and very prominent
an...g them, the Igbo language. So, | think
these people, if we could value their votes,
~nd their numerical strength in terms of
.-nsus, we should also appreciate the fact
that they are the indigenes of this State and
accordingly accord them the individual
rights to enjoy as other tribes.

Mt Speaker, it is my wish that hon.
Members support this Motion so as to carry
the ldoma speaking areas of Enugu State
along. Prominently, in Benue State we have
two major languages, that is the Idoma and
Tiv, and you may be surprised to know that
apart from the fact that there is no Igbo
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speaking area in Benue State, they still have
lgbo prograrsmes on their television and
radio, let alom  situation where a tribe has
been carved o.. .vithin the auspices of the
State.

If | could take you a little bit farther, if
the British Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC) can be generous enough to conduct
Hausa programmes in far away London,
why can’t we be a little bit magnanimous to
accommodate people who virtually share

13 May, 2004

the same ancestoral background as a result

of the geographical carve out of a State
known as Enugu State.

Mr  Speaker, 1 should crave your
indulgence and that of the Members of this
honourable House to really suppoit this
Motion so as to carry all the varidus tribes
in this State along. Thank you.

Mr D. A. Ani (Enugu South [): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I am not purely 2gainst the

‘jon, but it is supposed to be directed to

appropriate quarters. This rouse is not
micant  to  decide  for &Znugu  State
Broadcasting Service (ESi3S) who they will
include in their prograrimes. '

Then like what my Colleagues rightly |

said, the Chief mxecutive knows that they
are existing oy siting some infrastructures
like hosri.al, roads, electricity and other
things, showing that they belong to Enugu
S-ate. Then | am suggesting that if these
things will be carried out, the ldoma
people, have trained individuals. who can
channel that programme to appropriate
quarters,

Again, | am saying that if such
programmes should be going on like Nkanu
Ogbuzuru-Ogbuzury and Nsukka Dejenu,

"

1330 -

they need to pay. Once the money is not
ther~ they will not have that progra~ ne.
So, .m saying that the programme si__ald

not be over-emphasized. Thank you.

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
incidentally, the two hon. Members “"at
sponsored this Motion came from Igb ze
North and they know the need of lgboeze
North people. I do not know the authority
that some hon. Members are talking abt~t
other than that they are the pec
representing them in this Assembly.

a
-

I am not trying to be biased in any form.
I am ~nly trying to explain issues, because |
reme....er the time the hon. Member for
Enugu South | (Mr Ani) brought a Motion
asking the Government to go and constru ™’
a bridge and a culvert, we did not ask hi...
to wait untit we decide it with the
appropriate authority. We are aware that
you are representing. your people and you
are always right to fight for your people.
You cannot wait until the whole people of
Enugu South match to Government House
or to ESBS or to Ministry of Works to get
what they want. So, let us make progress.

Mr A. Nnadi (lgboetiti West): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I wish to disagree completely
with the contents of this Motion. In Nigeria

“today, we have three major languages. We

have the Igbo, Yoruba and Hausa
respectively. 1 do not think that if any of the
media houses wants the inclusion of these
languages in their porgramme activities,
that = will be done by the Resolution of the
State Assembly or National Assembly.
Almost all the media houses I know are
profit-oriented and it depends on your terms
of agreement on whatever you want them to
put on their programme for you, they will
charge you for these services.
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1 am saying that by this, the Sponsors of
this Motion failed to understand that ESBS
is a business ¢ ~*1blishment.

Mr Speaker: | will not be biased. |
want to give the House information. Let us
be fair to ourselves. The difference between
advertisement and programme inclusion is

that in advertisement you pay. | am sure -

that this Igall: )eople have Radio Air-time
that they do not pay. | am ‘sure that when
we talk of air time, they do not pay. Even,
if we are going to kill this Motion, that does
not mean that if they have something to
advertise they will not pay. So let us go
ahead. -

Mr Nnadi (Igboetiti West): Mr Speaker,
Sir, thank you very much for re-directing
our opinions. Let me just go to what you
have just said. Here in Enugu State, we
have lgbo Language spoken by our people
and we have Igalla, and of course ldoma.
The inclusion of Igaila in programmes for
ESBS/TV activities was not done by the
people of Enugu in the then Anambra State
House of Assembly. If ldoma people and

their representative at the State House of

Assembly really want their language to be
included in ESBS, their duty is to convince
the management of ESBS to know its
importance. (Interruption)

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues
let us equally believe that.the Motion is
very clear. The ESBS is not mandated by
any law to accept this our Resolutions. |
hope hon. Members are getting it. Can the
hon. Member for Igboetiti West (M- Nnadi)
please, listen.

Mr Nnadi: Yes Mr Speaker, | am
listening, Sir. :

I Debates

Mr Speaker: What [ am saying is that
the Motion we are passing here is just a
prayer, it is not a law. The ESBS has the
option to call on the two Sponsors of the
Motion and dialogue with them, on what to
do. Let us not preempt ESBS or preempt the
validity of the Motion. In Nigeria we have
three major languages Igbo, Hausa and
Yoruba. | am sure that if any sections of

Nigeria that has different languages is

actually forgotten to be included- in
programmes of broadcasting service, there
is a way it could be allowed.

Mr A. Nnadi (Igbo Etiti West): Excuse
me, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for Igbo
Etiti West (Mr Nnadi) should please sit
down and listen to me. He should not tell
me to excuse him. Let us be fair to
ourselves. 1 am not contributing. 1 do not
have the right to contribute but I can always
guide (/nterruptions).

Mr A. Nnadi: Mr Speaker, Sir, | thank
God that | really understand the whole ideas
of the Motion. I am not talking outside the

“ideas. Like 1 rightly pointed out, if any

particular programme has to be included in
ESBS/TV, it is the duty of the Sponsors of
such programmes to go and liaise with the
management of ESBS, like I had said it is a
business preempted establishiment. They are
there to make the people happy. It is
therefore open for the people to sponsor
programmes to them. It depends on how
much you can offer in payment for the
services the ESBS will render to you, that it
why it is there. | do not see it appropriately
for the State House of Assembly to pass a
Resolution before the language of the
people is included in the media House
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within the State. [ want to let you know that
here in Enugu, we have twenty four
constituencies and Igboeze North 11, like
the Sponsors of this Motion rightly pointed
out, that the Government of Enugu State
has done so much for the people by sitting
the Local Government Headquarters in
their area, by making available to them a
good drinking water, and medical
services/facilities and many other "things.
They still want the same Chief Executive to

go and urge the management of ESBS for

the inclusion of a language of a very
insignificant group (Interruptions).

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir,
Point of Order, the hon. Member for
Igboetiti West (Mr Nnadi) is abusing my
people.

Mr Speaker: What order?

Deputy Speaker: He is abusing my
people (Interruptions).

Mr Nnadi: Mr Speaker, Sir, they are
small in number. If the Sponsors of this
Motion are truly representing their people,
they should have donc t without obtaining
the consent of this House. The people of

my own constituency are getting things -

done without bothering the House. So I am
of the opinion that this Motion should be
placed aside. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker: Actually, I do not have
any right to contribute to this debate. My
duty is to guide you. Let us look at these
things, 1 do not want to show any sign of
sentiment. Let us look at this Motion, let us
not say because it is from Igboeze North, |
am sure that similar Motions could come
from your various Constituencies here.

13 May, 2004
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An hon. Member: Point of Order!
Mr Speaker: What Order?

Chief Whip (Mr Odo).' Mr Speaker, o,
Order No. 26 (12).

Mr Speaker: | am very happy for one
thing. This morning each time the Chief
Whip (Mr Odo) points the House to Order,
he reads out the relevant Rules. His quoting
the Order is in the best interest of *-e

House.

An hon. Member: At times, it used to
be wrong (Laughter).

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, | insert
Order No. 26 (12) and it says that: 4
member may rise to point of
explanations or information on a
previous Statements made by an
hon. Member:

I want to put it clear, irrespective 0. 1e
fact that people are free to differ in weir
opinion, that it is out of context for
sc2body not to really appreciate, perhaps
th. functions of the State House of
Assembly, and it is a variation of law that
Motions can be passed in respect of any

-laws made by the House. If the House can

make laws to establish ESBS/TV, becauise 1
am sure there is a law establishing the body,
the House can pass a Motion in respect of
anything that affects ESBS/TV. Mr
Speaker, if you look at Section 4(7) of the
Constitution and it states:

That the House of Assembly of a State
shall have powers to make laws for the
Order and Good Governance of the State or
any part thereof with respect (o the
Jfollowing matters. -
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(h) Any matter not included in the
Exclusive List, set out in the
Purt I of the Schedule of the
Constitution;

(2) Amv omatier included in o the
concurrent list, set out in 1"
Column of Part 1l of the
Schedule of the Constitution,

(3) Any matter with respect (o

which it is empowered (o make

levws in o accordance with  the
Sections of the Constitution.

If the House can make laws establishing
ESBS; if the House can make faws
governing the State, it is my thinking and
belief that the House can as well pass a
Motion of this nature so that we do not
stand here and appear as if we do not know
what we are here for. Somebody can speak
against a Motion, but not as to undermine
the intention of what we are doing here.
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker: You see, there is
something | was trying to find out. | was
trying to see somebody raise objection on

what the Chietf Whip (A/r Ocdo) has just -

said. If you look at our Rules, during a
debate, a person is not allowed to speak
more than once. Either in support or in
opposition. But the Chief Whip (Mr Odo)
quickly pointed out the Order, trying to
explain things which ordinarily we could
not have allowed him. -

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): 1t is
because you allowed him. He is not the
Mover of the Motion.

Mr Speaker: He is correct. He quickly,
used Point of Order and that has covered
him to make his contributions.

Deputy Leader: That Order does not
empower him. That Order empowers the
Mover of the Motion.

Mr Speaker: [t is not true.

Deputy Speaker (Afr Arigwe). Point of
Explanation under Order no. 26 (13). Mr -
Speaker, Order No. 26 (13) says, that a
Membervho has spoken to a Question, may

“aguin he heard 1o offer explanation of some

materials, part of his speech which must
have been understood. But he must not
introduce new matiers.

Mr Speaker: That is correct. Is that
clear? It is clear. A Member has right to
stand up and make explanations, provided
that whatever he says does not bring in
another issue. '

Deputy Leader (A Anikwe): Thank
you, Mr  Speaker, and honourable
Colleagues, 1 am not part of the notion that
a Motion should be killed. I am particularly
part of the notion that the ingredient of the
Motion should be first understood.

I am very much happy that the two
Sponsors of this Motion are equally - the
corresponding  Representatives of Igalla
people in Enugu State (/nterruption)

Deputy Speaker: Idoma people.

Deputy Leader: Even lgalla people in
Enugu State. The simple question is that
somebody made a reference to it and it was
not addressed. Please, [ want to know from
them whether Igalla language came into
ESBS as a result of a Motion from the
House. | want to know before 1 can
continue.
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My Speaker: Let me answer it. What |
want you to understand is this: this Motion
I believe is Motion on Notice. 1t is not on
Urgent Public Importance and 1 am sure
that most of you got the Motion more than
2 or 3 days ago. You stood up and told us
that you are not actually opposed to the
Motion.

Deputy Leader: Not to kill!

Mr Speaker: You see, if we are to

comply with the Rules of this honourable

House, you ought to have made your
position known to the honourable Speaker
before now.

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, 1 would
only do that if I am having an amendment
or prayers. Not when | have an opinion. [
should bring it to you.

Mr Speaker: It is not opinion. You are
telling us that you are not opposing it.

Deputy Leader: I said that I am not of
the notion to kill. That is what I mean.
Somebody could come into this house to
kill a Motion but somebody can come and
oppose a Motion.

Mr Speaker:
Motion? You kill a Motion by speaking
against a Motion, by opposing the Motion.

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, [ want to
respond to the question raised by the hon.
Deputy Leader of the House. I want to
remind him that we had our Independence
in 1960 and that we have not had legislative
Houses for up to 16 years. Many decisions
were made during the Military Era and the
privilege of having democracy is having
people to speak for their people.

How do you kill a’
-Child’s

1 want to remind him that the Military
has ruled this country for about 28 years
and decisions to include Igalla language
was taken during that time. The Military
have ruled this country for $o many years
and people now have people to speak for
them and that we are speaking for [doma
people. If we did not have democracy, we
cannot come here to speak for our people.

Deputy Speaker: Furthermore, Mr
Speaker, we are the Representatives of our
people. We are from the people, we are of

‘the people, and the Representative. of

Ezeagu (Mr Anikwe) should speak for
Ezeagu people. He is not from my people.
May be he is from his people and not of his
people. Because [ am from my people and |
am of my people, that is why I am making
sure this is the problem they have.

I quoted the Constitution. I cited the
Constitution. '

Deputy Leader: No need! No need.

Deputy Speaker: [ even adduced more
evidence to refer you to Section 97, which
you have not denied. You have not
challenged the Constitution on that. And
again, denial of somebody’s rights, like in
Right to Education is an
infringement on his fundamental right. We
should not infringe on this people’s right. |
refer us to Section 34 which talks about
Rights to Dignity of Human Person, Section
35 tatks about rights to personal liberty, 36,
right to fair hearing, 37, rights to private
and  fumily life, 38, right (o freedom,
thought, conscience and religion 39,
(Interruption)
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Mr Speaker: The Deputy Speaker
needs not read the Constitution. He should
cite the Constitution and that area should
apply to what we are doing. He is going off
— point.

Deputy Speaker: Section 39 again says
right to freedom of Expression. Section 40
right to peaceful association if the people
do not understand you how can they
associate with you Yoruba says Edevo
edewu mojewa. The language that is not
understood brings trouble. That is why they
are having some troubles because they do
not understand us; we do not understand
them. Now we want you to let them to
understand what we are doing. Now, we are

fulfilling promises. We are not making

promises. During the campaign we made
promises. This is the time to fulfill
promises. This is the time to give
democracy dividends to this very people.
On our campaigh, His Excellency made a
policy statement. When [ read the punch it
said: afier the election we should  do
something  for  Idoma  language 1o be
included in the programme.

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, what | am
trying to establish there is what the hon.
Member for lgboeze North 1 (AMr Onyeze)
said when he was making his contribution.
Has the Government of Dr Chimaroke
Nnamani instructed elected people to
include Idoma language into ESBS
Radio/TV? (Inierruption)
trying to say here is that we should not first
of all count nvo before counting one. The
implication of this Motion is that there was
an attempt and appeal for inclusion of
Idoma language and they refused. That is
why I am saying for the inclusion of [doma
language they will change their method:;
they should understand it, they should come

what 1 am -

o appreciate the fact that the inclusion of

Idoma language is a negotiated agreement.

What if we move this Motion today, we
have even the Yorubas agitating for
inclusion into ESBS. Tomorrow, we may
have the Hausas. If ~~u even listened over
the Radio ESBS t__ay, there was one
community where tI non-indigenes were
demanding for inclu...n of a ward where
they had a Chief and they said please, we
have now met the Ezza people and the
women agreed they had a big colony that
qualified them to be recognized as a distinct
ward.

What | am saying here is that we should
not try to jump a law. Passing this Motion

“here presupposes that an attempt was made

and rejection came by ESBS management.
It is an indictment to the ESBS to come up
as a Motion. I know very well that we have
many dialectical language programmes. In
Radio Nigeria, we have 32 dialectical
programmes. What we are talking about
here is dialect.

Mr Onyeze: No!

Deputy Leader: If it is not dialect, you
are representing them, speak to them. You
had a campaign there and they voted for
you; what language did you use, was it
Idoma language? So, Mr Speaker, | am
saying that this honourable Housé should
not whip the food is ready. There should not

.be a Motion asking that the food should be

shared when the food is ready. Do you
understand what [ am saying. The ESBS is
available and ready for any inclusion of any
language. | mean, coming up as Motion
presupposes that there is something wrong.
That is my own contention, Mr Speaker. So,
this Motion should not come on the Floor of
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the House. Imagine, asking the Chief
Executive of the State to now direct the
ESBS management to include
language. That will be negation of ihe idea
of a negotiated settlement. Thank you, Mr
Speaker.

Deputy Spealker: 1t is clear ihat what
we are trying to do that we should no
longer infringe on people’s Constitutional
right as Sections 39(i) and 97 say. And
again, even the Rules we are using in this
House is clear on tha. So, Mr Speaker, |
have made my points like | said earlier as
Yoruba adage puts that language that is not
understood brings trouble. So. [ am praying
as other pe representing their people
have prayed w.en they have problem in
their Constiwencies. I am praying as we are
gathered paople prayed and their prayers
were heard.

For my people, Idoma people, part of
my Constituency; they were truncated to
this part of the country in the year 1929,
and this is the only thing that will make
them not to go back where they are thinking
of going. It is for them to be heard here and
they begin to hear our own here. When they
are heard in the Radio and Television,
effective communication will be achieved
and that is what we are praying for.

This inclusion will far outweigh any :

cost. Imagine at your door post you see a
transtormer you do not know who brought
it. When you see a sign board they say, this
signboard shows that Idoma people don’t
know ahything because they don™

understand. But if they hear over the ESB5

Radio or Television that transtormer in
their door front is from Enugu S‘ate
Government, then you know it is par: of
democracy dividends. If they know very
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well that the hospital there within th 1 is
brought by Dr Chimaroke Administ...ion
they -vill appreciate it and next time the
.vote, you will harvest there [ think, you
cannot talk about it. With this, Mr Speaker,
I move that the Question be put.

Ar F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker,
I want to move that this Motion be stepped
down. There are some loop-holes in this
Motion. | want the loop-holes to be
corrected before coming into this |- ise.
Please, | move that this Motion be st..ped
down for necessary action. Thank you, Mr
Speaker.

Question, That the Question be no i,
put and agreed (o.

‘Main  Question put und the House
T A by roll call

506 Noes: 7
.
+1500 Dennis -
“lgwu Christopher
)doh Eugene
)nyeze Michael
* ~tigwe David
.. .nichukwu John
“Noes
Ani Donatus
Ofor Chukwuegbo
Anikwe Paul
Nnadi Alfred
Amu Felix
Onah Fabian
“"eh Chika (Mrs)

Question accordingly negatived,

- 671
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Mr Spealer: Please [ want to bring this
to everybody’s notice.

18 The sitting arrangement is
g overdue for changing.

Meeting
2. Honourable Colleagues, we

shall meet in my office on the
rising of the House for a brief
discussion.

I wish to remind hon. Members
that  two hon. ~Members
sponsored a Motion  this
morning and it was negatived,
and they are not complaining.
They have taken it in good .
faith. If tomorrow it s
. somebody else’s turn, the
5; person may start raising dust
‘ here and | will not be happy

with that.

(WS

I can remember that in
1999, 1 put forward many
Motions that were killed and 1
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will be more commitment than
this week.

I want everybody to buckle
up, to work hard, it will be. the
issue of Bills, and like [ rightly
told you, we want to role out
Bills and on the issue of sharing
the cost of the publication, we
can assist you to pay the cost,
so that you will not have any
reason not to come up with a
private Member Bill. 1 think we
have Private Member Bills, and
if any hon. Member has a
problem he should let me know.
[ wish to appeal again to hon.
Members; we saw  what
happened to the hon. Member
for Uzo Uwani (Mrr Chigbo)
this morning when he was
asked to leave, he quietly
walked out. If that happens to
any other hon. Member, he
should do that like a sports
man.

At least, we sit twice a week, if you

did not complain. I took it in  have about two suits and two traditional
good faith I was not bothered.  wears, you can wear anything to your office
That should not stop one from  on any other day, but if an hon. Member is
“bringing other Motions. If a  coming into the Chamber, he should look
Motion is killed try to create  different. If we look at my left and right
more, at least one day, one or  hand sides, [ mean the staff of the Chamber,
two shall scale through. I am always impressed with the way they
appear. The three people in front of me

That this Motion was  (Clerk-at-Table), there is no day they do not

-

negatived this morning does  appear the way they appeared this morning.
not mean that the hon. "Look at my right hand side (Official

- Members cannot sponsor other  Reporfers), the same thing.

v «~ Motions. I wish to thank most .
of you for, at least, there is an So, let us try to observe the dressing
atom of commitment this week  code; let us try to comply. The mode of
_ and [ hope that next week there
672
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA
Thursday, 3" June, 2004

The House met al 10 a.m.

PRAYERS
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Myr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, our
Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 1% June, 2004
is before us. T have gone through them and found
them to be correct. However, I welcome your
comments. Thank you.

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker,
Sir, 1 have equally gone through the Votes and
Proceedings of Tuesday 1% June, 2004 and fund
them to be correct. 1 therefore move for their
adoption.

Mr A. O. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr Speaker,
Sir, hon. Colleagues, I have risen from my seat to
Second the Motion for the adoption of our Votes
and Proceedings of Tuesday, 1% June, 2004.
Thank you.

Question put and agreed to.

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday [" June,
2004 accordingly adopted.
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A SSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY,
£ GOVERNOR OF ENUGU STATE

Office of the Secreiary to the Stale
Government, (1buja Building),
Enugu 2™ June, 2004

Ref: 1:55/SSG/'M.260/632

The Hon. Speaker,

Enugu State House of Assembly,
Legislative Chambers

Enugu.

Dear hon. Speaker,
NOMINATION OF COMMISSIONERS

His [xcellency, the Governor of Enugu State, Dr
Chinvv ok> Ogbonnia Nnamani has approved the
nominions  of the  following  persons as
Com: 1. iioners:
! Mr James Ademu
Arch. Innocent Agbo
Dr Pat Asadu
Mr Chinedu Onuh
Mr Ogbonna lke
Engr Dike Nnadi
Chief Ayogu Eze
Dr Martins Chulowunweike
DrF.S.A. Uzor
Chief J.C. Udeh
Bary. Sullivan Chime
Engr Festus U. C. Ugwu
Mr Clement Okwor
Hon Affam Nnaji
!5, Princess Peace Nnaji

LIPS U N

™~

e e e XY O
=

o Pt

i
1

Conscquently, he has directed me to respectfully
reques: e honourable House to kindly give the
nomiiiaag expeditious consideration to enable
them =t uribute their guota to the building of the
State.

Dan: ther directed by His Excellency to convey
ta you und the entire hon. House the assurances of
his highest regards.

Sigl’: <
Dr Diiv Shere
Secrerary to the State Government
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Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, Sir, my
hon. Colleagues, may I move that the Message
from His Excellency the Governor of Enugu State
be accepted for consideration at 2 p.m. today.
Thank you, Sir.

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, Sir, I
wish to second the Motion, as moved by the
Leader of the House, that we step down sitting till
2 p.m. (this afternoon) for the consideration of the
message from the Governor of Enugu State.
Thank you.

Mr Speaker: What the Leader of the House
(Mr Anichukowu) did was to accept the Message
from the Executive Governor of Enugu State for
consideration. There are two different issues. We
are still sitting, so, the Chief Whip can just
Second the Motion, and I will put the Question
then he can go ahead to move a Motion that we
step down proceedings until 2 p.m. today.

An hon. Member: Mr Speaker, Sir, the
Leader of the House (Mr Anichulowu) said 12
noon.

Mr Speaker: No. The Leader said 2 p.m.

An hon. Member: The Leader of the House
should have moved a formal Motion for the
acceptance of\ the Governor’s Message.

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, what I
expected is for the Leader of the House to accept
the Message from His Excellency for
consideration by the House. The issue is that I do
not want us to contradict ourselves. If we were to
handle it, we would have considered it
immediately, but since we are going to consider it
at 2 p.m., there is nothing wrong if we say that we
accept the Message from the Governor for
consideration at 2 p.n. Then whoever is to
Second the Motion will do so. The Leader can
move again that we step down proceedings until 2
p.m. Then it will be seconded and a Question will
be put. So somebody should Second the Motion
moved by the Leader of the House (Mr
Anichukwu), that we accept the Message from the
Governor for consideration of the House at 2 p.m.

11 puty Leader (Mr Anikwe): Thank you, Mr
Spuia.cro 1 have risen to second the Motion as
mcved by the Leader of the House, for the
acceptance  of the Governor’s Message for
consideration at 2 p.m.

Question put and agreed to

Glovernor's Message accordingly accepted for
consideration at 2 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT

"y Speaker: The only announcement we are
cole .o make is that of time constraint, I do not
knovs how we are going to communicate the
noniinees. However, I am aware that 80% of those
i .he list were Executive Council members
bel. - 1 am sure that some of them misht be
arov [ now.

i1 any case, if you know any of them, irv (o
get ia touch with him or her before 2 p.m. Tley
are ver, easy to reach. Some of them have been at
varicus fevels in government. Some of them wre
alreadh < various levels of appointment in the
present covernment, so they are known.

Leader (Mr Anichufwuy): Thank you, Mr
Speiser. May [ move that this honourable House
do sep down its proceedings until 2 p.m. this
afterizon to  enable Members conduct the
inter i ¥ for the Commissioners Designates.

»uty Whip: Mr Speaker, [ have risen to
s=cot -1 the Motion. Thank you.

_uestion put and agreed to.

. ring suspended at 10.30 a.m.

5 rting resumed 2.30p.m.

..tadzr: Thank you, Mr Speaker. May 1 move

that “he -lcuse do now resume sitting to continue
with the contents of the Order Paper.

714
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Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, | stand to second
the Motion as moved by the leader that this House
resumes as was scheduled.

Question put and agreed to.

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker, may I move
that the House do resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole House to enable us consider the
names of the Commissioners-Designates sent in
by the Govemor of Enugu State.

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East I): Thank you, Mr
Speaker. 1 rise to second the Motion as moved by
the Leader of the House.

Question put and agreed 10.

SCREENING OF THE COMMISSIONERS
DESIGNATE

Considered in the Committee of the
Whole House

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, you
are aware that we decided this moming to step
down the proceedings of the sitting to enable us to
reconvene at 2 p.m. to enable us attend to item
No. 4 on the Order Paper. That is the screening of
the Commissioners’ nominees sent in by the
Govermnor of Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke
Nnamani.

At this juncture, we have fifteen nominees and
having agreed that we are going to screen fifteen
of them, we have to start from No. 1 on the list.
But I want to appeal that for the fact that one of
them was an hon. Speaker of this Assembly in the
year 2000, 1 think the best thing is to call him in
first. He is hon. (Dr) F.S.A. Uzor. After that, we
will start from No. I down to the last number. Is
that O.K.?

Several hon. Member: 1t is O.K.
Thereupon hon. (Dr) Uzor was ushered in.

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues.
Honourable Doctor F.S.A. Uzor has been invited

715

as an appointed Commissioner of Enugu State
Government and on that note, the Commissioner
design:te is here before us, you can now ask him
questiors as the normal thing. However, Dr Uzor
is a on.: 1.me Speaker of the Enugu State House of
Assemn’y and incidentally, the Chairman of
E:rage local Government and before now a
Commic:ioner in Enugu State Government and
today again he is here for screening for yet
anou ... opportunity to serve the people of Enugu
State. ~ sank you.

Depaty Leader (Mr Anikwe): Thank you, Mr
Chainran. This is a very articulated examination
of a personality before us. It is always said that
birds of ihe same feather flock together and once a
Speaker, always a Speaker; just like once an hon.
Member ahvays an hon. Member. The gentleman
before .us is not only a committed gentleman but
an hor.. Member with a difference. Mr Chairman,
may I move a Motion that this my brother, who is
equally a Member by tenure of his office, Speaker
emerit1s of Enugu State House of Assembly,
simply ‘akes a bow and leaves the Chamber.
Thank you, Mr Chairman.

Mi C. Enebe (Awgu North): Thank you, Mr
Chairniia. 1 have risen to second the Motion as
moved by the hon. Deputy Leader of the House
(fir 1nikowe).

Q.. cstion put and agreed to.

My IS, A Uzor, the Commissioner-designate
accordingly took a bow and lefi the Chamber.

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues. We
have veforc us Mr James lkechukwu Ademu. 1
can remember that this is the second time he is
appearing before this honourable House. Am I
right?

Several hon. Member: Yes, you are right!

Tie Chairman: He appeared as a
Commnissioner of Enugu  State  Electoral
Comnu.ssion. He is before us now based on our
ipvitaizn which has to do with confirmation of
his appointment as Commissioner in Enugu State
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Government, now ask him

questions.

you can your\

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Chairman,
while we wait for his file to be ready may I
humbly ask Mr Ademu to just give a run down of
himself in a nutshell. Thank you.

Mr J. Ademu: Mr Chairman Sir. I have been
invited to attend this screening by this honourable
House; that is why I am here. My names are
James Ikechukwu Ademu. I am from Ogwurugwu
in Uzo-Uwani Local Government Area of Enugu
State. I was born on 10" November, 1969. I have
constitutionally concluded my Masters
programme in public Administration at University
of Nigeria Nsukka. Before then I did my diploma
in political science at Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria. Presently 1 am an Electoral Commissioner
with  Enugu  State Independent Electoral
Commission. Thank you and God bless you all.

Leader (Mr Anichulwu): Thank you, Mr
Chairman. 1 have a simple question for Mr
Ademu. Mr Ademu, we know by your experience
you are well versed in conducting elections. Now,
which Ministry do you think you will perform
best if you are given the office?

Mr Ademu: Mr Chairman, Sir, 1 have
submitted my Curricujlum Vitae. It is left to the
appropriate authority to fix me where I am
properly fitted. Thank you.

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I): Thank you, Mr
Chairman. Mr Ademu, [ understand that you are
working at  the Independent  Electoral
Commission. Will you resign or do you intend to
combine the two functions.

Mr Ademu: They are two different portfolios.
If I succeed and 1 am given another office I do not
see the necessity or the need of maintaining the
other office. Thank you.

Mr A. O. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr
Chairman, Sir, may | move that the person
standing before you Mr James Ikechukwu
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Ac. ~u, Commissioner-Designate, takes a bow
and }: .es the Chamber. Thank you.

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr Chairman,
Sir, T nise to second the Motion moved by the hon.
Member for Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo).

Question put and agreed to

M James lthechubwy Ademu, Commissioner-
Desigaate, accordingly, took a bow and left the
Chamber.

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues,
beforc  you is  Arch. Innocent  Agbo,
Commissioner-Designate. He is here based on
vour nvitation, following his nomination as
Commissioner in Enugu State Government. His
C.V. .« before you. So you can ask him questions.

Mr C. O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr
Char man, Sir, 1 rise to move a Motion before this
honcurable House, asking them to allow Arch.
Innocint Agbo to take a bow and leave the
Chanuser, having served this State as the former
Secretary to the State Government. (SSG). Thank
you

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr Chairmaun,
Sir, lion. Colleagues, I rise to second the Motion
that was moved by the hon. Member for Awgu
North (A1r Enebe). Thank you.

Clrestion put and agreed to.

Arch.  Innocent  Agbo,  Commissioner-
Desigrate, accordingly, took a bow and left the
Chamber.

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues,
hefore you is Chief Ayaogu Eze, Commissioner-
Desiriate. He is here on your request, following
his 1 »mination as Commissioner in Enugu State
Gove: nment, by His Excellency, the Governor.
You can ask him your questions. Thank you.

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): The former
Commiissioner for Information, Chief Ayaogu
Eze. you have been a Commissioner several times

716
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in the Government of Enugu State. During certain
functions, you muddle “-e Protocol, or mixed-up
or omit it, when it cor  to referring to Members
of the House of Assen . s it an act of omission
or an act of intent, or is it a neglect or an act of
ignorance? Thank you.

Mr Ayogu Eze: Mr Chairman, Sir, hon.
Members, [ will request this honourable House to
give me the grace to put the records straight. To
the best of my recollection, whenever I have an
opportunity especially when it comes to my
department, [ always know that in order of
protocol, the hon. Members of the House of
Assembly come befc  the Executive Council
Members. May be bec.use we are expected to be
hundred percent accurate in our work, we could
not follow the order. I wish to say that if there is
an occasion where mistakenly, 1 did not observe
the protocol, I have to apologise. Thank you.

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Thank you, Mr
Chairman, Mr Ayogu Eze (Commissioner-
designate), I get worried when I observe that as
the mouth-piece of E~u State, for all your jobs
have been in the Ini. nation Ministry, how do
you appreciate being in that position without a
single Newspaper owned by the State functionally
in production?

Mr Ayogu Eze: Mr Chairman, Sir, even as
we are speaking in this Chamber, there is a
Technical Team looking at the machines of the
Daily Star. We have been trying since we came in
to put Daily Star back because we need it as one
of the information dissemination in Enugu State.

Luckily, in the past few weeks we got a
comumitment with a foreign partner, established a
Task Force and we have spent about eight million
Naira (N8m) to put Daily Star back.

As I was waiting to see His Excellency this
momning [ was informed that the Agency has sent
a team there to asses ur request on the ground.
So, I will make sure it what we have requested
for is what we received. [ am happy to say that
one of the team members is Mr Innocent

Okparadice. He called me to say that they would
soon .nform me about some of their findings.

S, I must surely ensure good job from them,
and t1e “joveror is ready to match the agreement
with he foreign partners by providing all the
need: ard other requirements. Thank you.

M C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Commissioner
designate, going through your Curriculum Vitae
(CV), you stated therein that you have HND and
Masters in Public Administration, but surprisingly
none cf them is attached to the C.V. you presented
to us. How can we know that you have all the
pape!s mentioned?

M+ Ayogu Eze: Mr Chairman, Sir, [ just
thovw... that what is required is the C.V., but if the
papers are required, I assure you that without
delay | wil' produce them. Thank you.

VMr C. O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr
Chaiiman, what I want to ask the Commissioner
designate is what effort will he make if he is back
as thr¢ hon. Commissioner for Information, to
ensure that the Legislature, that is, debate of this
honoiirable House is fully covered?

Ayogu Eze: Mr Chairman, Sir, that was
ine question I thought that the Leader (Mr
Anikw:) wanted to ask, but that was what hon.
Eneb: has now asked. (Laughter).

1 2n, what has come into my mind is to say
that { am making a commitment because once it is
said, it cannot be pressed back. 1 am making a
commitment that one of the best things is to create
an Assembly Gallery that will be carried by the
FRCN and the ESBS, so that activities of this
Assembly will be covered. I will have to talk to
then: because of the nature of Television, it will
not b possible to sustain it on regular basis, but I
am going to make sure that something is done.

Ir. addition to that we have a programme that
is ca.led Enugu State Now that comes on air in
Radic Nigeria on Mondays between 12 noon and
1 p.aa. and that is open to the Speaker and

717



Enugu State House of Assembly Debates

Members of this Assembly. It is not designed
exclusively for the Executive arm.

So, I am going to liaise with the Chairman,
House Committee on Information to see how we
can come up with a regular programme that will
adequately cover the operations here. I am hoping
that this witl be if 1 get back to the Information
Ministry.

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Chairman,
Sir,  the Commissioner designate, having
answered the questions posed to him successfully,
I now move that he takes a bow and leaves the
House.

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Chairman, Sir,
ise to second that Motion. Thank you.

Question put and agreed to.

Mr Ayogu Eze (Commissioner designate)
accordingly took a bow and left the Chamber

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues,
before you is Barr Sullivan Chime. He is here on
your request and you can now ask him your
questions.

Deputy Leader: Barr Chime, [ have this
question for you. You will recall that recently,
this honourable House passed a Bill on Law
Reform in Enugu State. We would like to know
the extent of your involvement with the House
Committee on Judiciary on this assignment?
Thank you.

Mr S. Chime (Commissioner designate): Mr
Chairman, Sir, hon. Members, actually the
process is on going, we have just got Law
Revisors, and the contract execution has not been
signed. The Governor recently approved an
amount of money to enable the production take
off.

So, as we are here now something is being
done. Thank you.
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“Irs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Chairm | Sir.
Mr Sullivan Chime, having been holdi.._ this
pusilion since 1999 without any problem; I hereby
~vi, that he takes a bow and leaves and
Ct nber.

+Ir A. C. Nnadi (Igbo Etiti
Charman, Sir, [ second the Motion.

West): Mr

CQuestion put and agreed [o.

Mr & Chime took a bow and left the Chamber.

Deputy Leader (Mr dnilwe): Thank yr— Mr
Chaeirman. Mr Ogbonna Ike you have wor 1 as
Coramissioner for Human Developmen  and

Poverty Reduction. The magnanimity of His
Exceltency is clearer than the issue of poverty
reduciion to the extent that there is a programme
following the law passed by this honourable
Hor < on soft loan given to motorcycle riders who
app.icd in Enugu State. What happened to that
proglzmme i.¢., that well intended idea to
“theidize and intuse the thought of thrift to the
turc of twelve million Naira? In your opinicn, do
you .nink that programme succeeded or failed?

I“r Ogbonna Ike: Mr Chairman, Sir, in my
opnuon, | think the programme is a considerable
success. The programme is still in progress. As at
today, we have given out five million Na'~ to
more thar hundred applicants and applicatioi.. are
still sending. The first part of the programme had
been corupleted because most of these people do
not vvunt to pay their counterpart tund to the bank.
So, it 15 ~till going on. Thank you.

Vir Enebe (Awgu North): Mr lke, you are
welcome. 1 have gone through your curriculum
vitae a:d I have not seen a place you mentioned
that  »u have been a Commissioner before. You
anly tentioned all other appointments and
piofes ional bodies you belonged. Why did you
rot mention it. 1 am aware you are now in your
Miugrt-y., What is your Ministry doing and what is
its aci evement.

Mt Ogbonna Ike: Actually, the whole plan of
our hvinistry is to tackle poverty and we spent a
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lot of time and some of you will remember that
you participated in a think-tank, the whole idea
being to reduc overty and we have started this
in five or six a...s. Since then we have completed
projects in twe ommunities at Eha-Amufu and
water reservoir av Okpatu. We are also doing a lot
of work in conjunction with the Ministry of
Agriculture to increase productivity to cultivate
cassava and oil palm giving them access to credit.
There is also plan to have small and medium scale
industries established in the rural areas. We work
extensively with other Ministries to achieve the
overall goal of the Ministry of Human
Development and Poverty Reduction. We
coordinate the ~*airs of other Ministries towards
poverty reduct..... We are also playing an
important part in the School Meals Programmes.
These are som« f the major areas that we have
focused on, in tl.. present dispensation.

Mr J. C. Obidinma (Oji River): Thank you,
Mr Chairman. 1 have equally gone through the
Curricular Vitae of Mr Ogbonna ITke and observed
that his date of birth, state of origin, and local
government area were omitted. Were they
omissions or what?

Mr Ogbonn ke: Mr Chairman, [ am sotry.
Yes, it was an waission. T was born in Enugu
State, at Uvuru, Umuora, old Nsukka local
government area.

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, Sir, permit me to

recollect that when we screened the hon.
Commissioner in the past, it was so obvious that
the: former hon. Commissioner did not know the
Constituency ere  the hon. Member
representing hin omes from. Apart from that,
the local govern..unt area of origin of the hon.
Commissioner was not know. Then my question
is having imposed enormous duties which
virtually cut across the Ministries, I want to know
the extent to which you have been able to make
several Ministries in this State, non-governmental
organizations, civil societies, inter-Ministerial
organizations get involved in your functions
considering the fact that it cuts across local
government areas. Thank you, Mr Chairman.
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Mr Ogbonna Ike: Mr Chairman, we have
been able to make-up in different ways. We
involve all the Ministries and Civil Servants in
devesopment and  all our Poverty Reduction
strategies. They are also involved in information
dissemination as well as development and
eradication strategies is also being handled.
Inte ationally, organisations like UNDP as well
as «..er bodies are very much interested in our
programmes and they have expressed their desires
and 'llingness to facilitate the programmes of
Pove.ty Reductions in Enugu State.

Mi© M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): Thank
vou, Mr Chairman. My Question is apart from
assuciating yourself with almost everything that is
happening in all the Ministries, you are aware that
our poor people are living in the rural
commnities. They are our indices for measuring
poverty in any society. For example, the per capita
income is the amount of money that people used
for wiatever they are doing. Ninety percent of the
rural dwellers are outside Enugu here. What
efforis have you made to reach them and tell them
that you are there to help them. For example in
this ciedit schemes, how many people can you tell
the Ifouse, have been able to receive credit
facilit.es trom your Ministry? (Interruptions). In a
nutshell my question is have you made yourself
avail o the rural dwellers? How far have you
gone rds improving their welfare particularly
in previamg them with credit facilities, so that
their per-capita income will rise and thereby
improve: their soup-pot, i.e, what they put on their
table for feeding etc. Have you made yourself
avoiable to the rural dwellers or you are just
associating with the Ministries?

Mr Ogbonna Ike: Mr Chairman, Sir, yes, we
have made ourselves available to the rural
dwellers. For instance, some months ago when we
were ommencing the women’s Micro Credit
Schem:, we took a tour of the three Senatorial
Zones and met with rural women in all the three
Senato-ial Zones. We also had communication
with a | the communities about their Community
Development Councils. We get feedbacks from
them on a regular basis. We have community
development officers that are resident in LGAs, as
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well as Cooperative Officers. One of our
departments is Cooperative Department and these

Cooperative Departments have ofticers in each of

> Local Government Areas that give us
feedback [rom the rural areas. In addition to tho. |
also  make trips myself to the different
Communities from time to time to find out what
they needed and to look at what their
developmental needs were.

Mr Onyeze: My question specifically, how
many people have you helped with getting credit
facilities in the rural areas? Can you explain the
numbers?

Mr Ogbonna lke: Mr Chairman, Sir, we have
not cffectively commenced disbursement of our
Micro Credit Scheme. We are expecting to begin
with the Women Micro Credit Scheme. It was just
last month that the money was approved. We are
still working on getting the groups together,
sensitize them, and organize a type of training for
the women that will be receiving these facilities.
The disbursement has not yet been made.

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr Chairman,
having answered the questions put o him, may |
now move that Mr Ogbonna lke (Commissioner-
designate) takes a bow and leaves the Chamber.

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): My Speaker, 1 rise
to second the Motion.

Question put and agreed to.

Mr Ogbonna Tke accordingly took a bow and
lefi the Chamber.

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues,
before you is Dr Patrick Asadu. You may ask him
your questions.

Mr Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr Chairman,
Members of the Enugu State House of Assembly,
former  Commissioner  for  Agriculture, and
Natural Resources. this honourable Housc will
like to know if by the grace of His Excellency,
you will like to go back as the Commissioner for
Agriculture and Natural Resources.
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Dy 2. Asadu (Commissioner Designate): Mr
Chairi.an. distinguished Members of the LEnugu
State {lose of Assembly, it is a pleasure to be in
your n.icst. It is also a privilege to be nominated
by H:i Excellency for confirmation, if you so
ptcase  As a public servant and as a former
Commissioner, my wish is for His Excellency to
de.'ov me to any ministry he thinks I will he of
most t -nefit to the good people of Enugu Stat

But like your question suggests, il [is
Excellency decides that 1 should go back t he
Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources. 1
will nut in more energy and even more innov-*'on
in rurning that ministry. Precisely, it is a _ore
Ministry to the economy of this State.

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Dr P. Asadu
(Commissioner designate), my question is that
you arc awvare that one of the basic needs of man
is fool ".n adage says that: 4 hungry man is an
angr 1.

Hivag  been the  Commissioner  for
Agric rire in this State, | want you to tell this
Fous: he efforts you have made in the past to
ensure that agriculture which has to do with food,
striven. There is a feeling that our State needs food
to Il our people. Secondly, what were the high
pointe and low points of your last tenure. ’hank
you.

Dr P. Asadu: Thank you, Mr Chairman and
honourable Members for the opportunity again. I
will say that [ was the Commissioner for
Agriculture in the past one year, I have been
working vith the active support of His Excellency
the Governor to be able to re-focus the Minietry,
reform a lot of inefficient systems and comi p
with a nolicy document on where agriculture
shoutd e heading in Enugu State. What we have
beer alile to achieve, working in conjunction with
the Nenistry of Poverty Reduction and the DFID
is to “:.uce where the government should directly
inten e in agriculture to specifics.

Inttead of our being Jack of all Trade and
Mastering none, we want a situation where, may
be wrfore the year 2007, if we implement the
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we are trying to place it on Enugu map that
Agriculture should not be looked down upon. So,
if all these House Members were there it will send
a message to the village farmer. So, we did not
gain by not inviting you rather we lost. And I can
now explain why we did not have quite some hon.
Members except those who are from that area.
Accept my apology, Sir.

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukwa East): Mr Chairman,
having answered the questions very intelligently
and exhaustively, may 1 now move that Dr Asadu
takes a bow and leaves the Chamber.

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): Mr
Chairman, Sir. I beg to second the Motion that the
Commissioner designate takes a bow and leaves
the Chamber.

Question put and agreed to.

My Asadu accordingly took a bow and left the
Chamber

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues,
before you is hon. Afam Nnaji. He is here on your
request  following his nomination as a
Commissioner-designate. You can now proceed
with your questions.

Mr C. Nnamani (Nkanu West): Thank you,
Mr Chairman. Honourable Afam is my brother
and the hon. Commissioner for Youths and
Sports. I hereby move a Motion that he should be
allowed to take a bow and leave. I thank you.

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Thank you, Mr
Chairman. May I beautifully second the Motion
that hon. Afam Nnaji takes a bow and leaves the
Chamber.

The Chairman: Before he leaves, 1 wish to
appeal that as a Commissioner for Youths and
Sports fet him try as much as possible to improve
on the position of sports in Enugu State. Thank
you.

Question put and agreed 1o.
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~onourable Afam Nnaji accordingly took a
bow aad left the Chamber.

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues,
before you is Chief Mrs Princess Uzamaka Peace
Nnaji. You can ask her your questions.

Mr A. C. Nnadi (Igbo-Etiti West): Thank
you, Mr Chairman. The Commissioner-designate,
I do not intend to overlabour you but I carefully
went through your Curriculum Vitae where you
recorded the schools attended. It is about five
schools but you have not showed us that you are
the true owner of those Certificates or attached
documents in the V.C. I do not know what is
wrong.

Mrs Nnaji: Mr Chairman, when they told me
to appear for this interview | was told to send my
Cuoriculum Vitae, [ did not know that | am
suppc<zd to send in my Certificates.

Mis C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Chairman, |
know Mrs Nnaji very well. She is our great
woman leader. [ therefore move that she takes a
bow and leaves the Chamber.

Leader. Mr Chairman, | have risen to second
the Motion as moved by the hon. Member for Udi
South (Mrs Eneh).

Question put and agreed to.

Mrs Nrnaji accordingly took a bow and left the
Chamber

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues,
betore you is Dr Martins Chukwunwike,
Commissioner-designate, He is here based on
ycr invitation following his nomination as
Commissioner in Enugu State Government. His
C.V. 15 before you. So you can ask him questions.
Thank »ou.

Deputy Leader (Mr Awikwe): Dr Martins
Chukwunwike, having gone through your C.V.,
you statcd clearly your steady growth in terms of
appointmenis. | am particularly interested in your
recent appointment as a Director of Community
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agenda we plan for ourselves, Enugu will be
noted as the major producer of specific
agricultural products, not just for the people of
Enugu State, but for other States and international
markets.  Specifically  speaking, we are
categorized as a major rice producer. Before I
came into the Ministry, we were rated as minor
rice  producer, Dbecause successive military
administrations allowed Adarice and other Rice
Projects in the State to go underground. Working
with His Excellency. we have been able to attract
the Federal Government to come into canalising
the Adarice. That is a multi-billing Naira project
and the Technical Team from the Federal
Ministry is still working on it as I am talking now.
And one of the cardinal things His Excellency
challenged us even as we came into the first
tenure was to see how we could establish Rice
Mills in rice producing areas of Enugu State. That
objective is just about to be realized, because for
the first time in Enugu Swate. we are able to
acquire one of the most moadern rice mills that
you can have in any part of the world and about
two or three weeks ago, we were calling on rice
millers to come to us. That is for rice.

The other place we have been trying to focus
is cassava. We are trying to say do agriculture the
way you want it. But the government is
channeling its resources because of its meager
nature to specific intervention programmes. For
food crops, we chose rice and cassava. For cash
crops, we chose cashew and oil-palm: for animal
products, we chose poultry and piggery. And we
have specific intervention programme working
with DFID, the Federal Ministry of Agriculture,
FAQ, and we have set targets which says that
between now and month *x’, we will do this
specific project, we expect this specific objectives
and [ have the feeling that if that document which
the Ministry will also try lo get across to
Members of the House for their own input, is
eventually adopted and used, agriculture in Enugu
State will be a different thing. | hope we will be
able to make some impact.

The high points of my stay in that Ministry is
fixing a work force that had assumed that
government was not interested in agriculture.
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That the State Government is interested in
infrestructure, education, Science and Technology
and a0t in agriculture. We have been able to make
our workers both in ENADEP, in Fertilizer, in
othes sub-sectors and even in the Ministry to
knovs that we have to work to prove to the
Gov=rnor that agriculture is the main stay of an
economy that is not oil-dependent, and I believe
that we are on course. I was going to start the first
planietion planting since M. 1. Okpara. 1 was
going to start that programme on Tuesday, just
hefore we were dissolved. 1 also believe that that
programme was on air. So what we did in the
Min stry was to define what one can fund. notice
gaps between Federal and State programme. and
talk to DFID to see whether they will assist us to
make sure that we have a cosmopolitan view of
agriculture. Thank you.

Deputy Leader (Mr Anilove): Mr Asadu. |
have this question for you: Recently when you
were there as Commissioner for Agriculture, the
Executive Governor of the State mapped out
Agrizultural launching or planting season. that is,
com nencement  of the planting season was
laun:hed and you considered it not appropriate to
invite the House Committee on Agriculture? Do
you Db-iieve that it is only the day your name
appeass again for clearance that you are due to
appear in the House or do you not think that the
Housc has an over-sight function in any Ministry
where you find yourself today? Thank you.

Mro Asadu: Thank vou, Mr Chairman and
other distinguished Members. 1 am being
informed for the first time that the House
Committee were not informed about the planting
season because | as a Commissioner issued
circulars inviting not just House Members but
even important stakeholders’ (let me just use that
word for whatever it is worth). So, if in the
beaurocracy there was that miss in sending
invitions to the appropriate Committee not just
to the Committee on Agriculture who are our
Supervisors in the Ministry but other House
Members, then 1 have to apologize and let me
accep: the responsibility as a head of that
Ministry. But if T were given the opportunity I will
also ~resent copies of what 1 sent out. One is that
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Development Council (C.D.C). How far is C.D.C.
in Enugu State? Thank you.

Dr M. Chukwunwike (Commissioner-
designate):  Well, the (C.D.C) Community
Development Council was set-up in the year
2000, by His Excellency, the Executive Governor
of Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke Nnamani. The
essence was to bring developments to the Rural
people, and to that extent the objective has been
achieved. All of our pilot projects have been
completed, and we are now into the second phase
of the Projects implementation and more projects
in other Communities. The Pilot Projects
completed are Isu-Awa Education project; it was
really commissioned by His Excellency. We have
also completed the Eha-Amufu Cottage Hospital
and Okpanku. Those are the work that we have
finished already. The last two arc waiting for
commissioning. We hope to be more aggressive
this time in order to reach other Communities.
That is how far we have gone, Sir.

Mr A. C. Nnadi (Igbo-Etiti West): Dr
Maitins Chukwunwike, Commissioner-designate,
you know that you are a Medical Doctor by
training, am I correct?

Dr M. Chukwunwike: Yes, Sir.

Mr Nnadi: Now, assuming that we give you
this job, we have two other Medical Doctors we
are equally going to screen as Commissioners-
designate. Where in the Ministry do you think
you are going to be suitable, assuming one of the
Medical Doctors take-over Ministry of Health?
Thank you.

Dr M. Chukwunwike: 1 don’t know whether
it is for me to allocate Ministry for myself. But if
my C.V. is acceptable to the honourable House,
which ever Ministry that is allocated to me, I
think, I will do my best to discharge duties there.

Mr Njeze: Dr Martins Chukwunwike, what
Public Service experience do you have?

Dr Chukwunwike: Well, 1 worked at the
Nnamdi Azikiwe University Teaching Hospital as

LS

a resident Doctor when 1 was doing my post
Doc.rate degree. 1 also was a Member of
Mbai abo North Constitutional Committee. And |
did medical conference in those Communities. 1
«v» accommodate any other duty.

r Enebe: Mr Chairman, Sir, may | move
that »or Chukwunwike takes a bow and leaves the
Chaner.

Mr J. Obidinma (Qji River): Mr Chairman,
Sir, : rise to second the Motion that was moved by
the m. Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe).
Thé.... you.

Question pul and agreed to.

Dr Martins Chukwunwike, accordingly took a
bow and left the Chamber.

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues,
befo: you is Engr Dike Boniface Nnadi,
Lor  ssioner-designate. He is here based on

your nvitation, following his nomination as
ommissioner in Enugu State Government. His
C.V. is before you. So, Members are free to ask
him yuestions.

Cl.aief  Whip:  Mr  Chairman, Sir, the
Commissioner designate (Engineer Dike), appears
to he an engineer of excellence so to say. He is
one we have all known to belong in one way or
the other t¢ the party we ourselves belong.

Mr Chairman, may I move that he gives a
summary of his curriculum vitae and there after
takes a bow and leaves.

The Chairman: What the Chief Whip moved
is nol a Motion.

Enebe: Mr Chairman, it is 2 Motion.
Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, what I said is this,
! moved a Motion that he gives a summary of his

C. v and thereafter takes a bow and leaves.

Vi Enebe: An observation. My observation is
that :he Motion of the Chief Whip should come
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that the majority of them, about nine of them we
have just screened were former Commissioners.
They have held positions in the last government
in just few months or one year or thereabout.
They have been able to distinguish themselves in
their different Ministries. [ take particular interest
in the appointment of Engr Dike Nnadi because
during the last elections, 1 worked closely with
him at Awgu to ensure that our party PDP, wins
the elections. He was so instrumental to the
success recorded at Awgu to the extent that [ have
being looking forward to this day. I therefore
thank almighty God and the Governor for
rewarding hard work.

The youngmen really did a lot of job for us. I
will not end my speech without mentioning the
re-emergence as a Commissioner of our one-time
Speaker, hon. Dr F.S.A. Uzor. I say this because
most of the time hon. Members leave the House
of Assembly, the next visit you will hear that the
person’s corpse is being brought to the House of
Assembly. This is a young man who within such
a short space of time has attended screening here,
the other time and he is here again. I believe that
all these are happening because he has being able
to do the job as the governor wants him to do it.

I equally want to also to mention about Dr
Martins Chukwunwike, who recently, was the
Coordinator of CDCC in Enugu State. Dr Martins
Chukwunwike happens to come from my own
constituency and as far as | am concerned, with
his due sense of duty and responsibility, [ can
confidently vouch for his ability to deliver, if
eventually the House confirms his appointment.
The same goes to other designates like Barr
Sullivan Chime and Chief Ayogu Eze. So, Mr
Speaker, without wasting much of your time, I am
of the opinion that we go ahead to confirm these
Commissioners-designate, so that the wheel of
Enugu State will not ground to a halt. Thank you,
very much.

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, [ have risen to
show my appreciation with the caliber of
personalities being forwarded to this honourable
House for appointment as Commissioners. In the
first instance, the people who were forwarded are
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peopte with sound Curricula Vitae and people
who have excelled in their fields of different
endeavouss and it is my belief that having made
tremezndous success from where-ever they have
been prior  to  their  appointment as
Commissioners-designate, they must have done
well there. It is my hope as well that they should
continue and will keep the flag flying.

Mr Speaker, Sir, this is one of the first times
intellectuals are really being imported into the
government of Enugu State because if you watch
the Curricula Vitae of the Commissioners-
designate at least ninety five of them are graduates
of up to Masters Degree level. 1 believe that the
academic in put they have really made towards the
growth of the society could be transferred into the
political engineering of this state. Mr Speaker Sir,
i wish also to commend the Executive for doing
the State proud by the appointment men of
credible character, and [ also wish that the
Commissioners-designate will discharge their
dutics effectively. 1 am praying also that the
functions to be allocated to the Commissioners
shouI¢' be made to appear in a technical formular,
by allocating people with the subject matter for
which they have excelled excessively into their
fields of endeavour.

IAr Spealker, Sir, on grounds of these I wish to
say w big congratulations to the Commissioners
for passing through these hurdles of cross-
examinations and interviews. Thank you, Sir.

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr Speaker, [
have risen to make contributions about these
gentlemen we have just screened. [ have to
commend immensely His Excellency, the
Executive Govermnor of Enugu State for one
particular thing demonstrated in this appointment.
If you watch out clearly, you will discover that
100% of these people are actually party
functionaries and party loyalists. People that have
con.ributed immensely to what we are today, the
enthronement of this present administration.

Do we talk of the women Leader of the PDP,
indefatigable, all-dogged woman of the party, or
do we talk of Nnadi, who has been there as the old
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question. You have just told us that the proposal
for the repair of the road is awaiting the
Governor’s  approval. As an  experienced
Cngineer, before your proposal scales through, it
you are returned to the Ministry of Works, before
the proposal comes out, is there no way, as an
experienced Engineer, you can use existing
tippers and pay loaders and graders in your
Ministry to have a temporary repair pending when
the approval comes out.

Engr Ugwu: Mr Chairman, Sir, presently, we
do not have reliable equipment in the Ministry
and even il we have, we still need money to buy
gasoline, engine oil and other things. We shall
still pay for latrite, which we shall bring into the
place and it is also necessary that a nice work and
final work according to the design we have made
is adhered to so that we do not have a repeat after
heavy rain.

Mr  Njeze: Mr Chairman, Sir, having
answered the questions may I second the Motion
moved by the Chairman, House Committee on
Works that he takes a bow and leaves.

Question put and agreed to

Engineer F.C U. Ugwu accordingly took a
bow and left the Chamber.

The Chairman: Honorable Colleagues, Mr
Clement Okwor is here. You can ask him
question.

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North I): Mr
Chairman  Sir, the curriculum vitae of the
Commissioner-designate is before all of us. You
are all aware that he was a one time Secretary to
the State Government and just up to few days
ago, hon. Commissioner for Education. You are
all aware of his outstanding achievements in those
places he had worked, I therefore, move a Motion
that he takes a bow and leaves.

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr Chairman,
Sir, I rise to second the Motion.

{)testion put and agreed to

Mr Clement Olowor accordingly took a bow
and lefi the Chamber.

The Chairman: Honourable Colleague:
before the House is Mr Chinedu Onuh, you can go
ahead and ask him questions.

Mr A. O. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Thank you
Mr Chairman. My Colleagues, hon. Members of
this great Parliament, it is said that the sweetness
of the food is in the eating. My respected
Colleagues, 1 am appealing that the youngman
before us should take a bow and leave because he
is wetl known to all of us.

An hon. Member: The hon. Member for Uzo
Utwani (Mr Chigbo) has not moved any Motion.
(Ini:1ruptions).

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Thank you, Mr
Cha.inan, may I now Move that Mr Hilary
Chinedu Onuh, simply takes a bow and leaves the
Chamber.

Mr F E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Chairmun,
Sir, 1 rise to second the Motion moved by the
Deputy Leader (Mr Anilwe) that Mr Hilary
Chinedu Onuh takes a bow and leaves.

(Juestion put and agreed to.

wir Onuh accordingly took a bow and lefi the
Chamber

L.eader: Mr Chairman, Sir, I
Comnraittee reports progress.

pray the.

W Speaker resumed the Chair

lv.r C. O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speaker,
Sir, I have risen to say my views on what we just
experienced. First of all T will like to express my
happiness with the State Government i.e. ih»
Exccumive Arm of Government for appointin_
mosily youngmen into this yet to be formed
Cabinet [ say this because the future of this State
belongs to the youths, and you will agree with me
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Question put and agreed (0.

Votes and proceedings of 3 June, 2004,
accordingly adopted.

ORDER OF THE DAY

Report from Joint Committee on
Health and Judiciary, Public
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges on
the Accident Victims (Immediate
Treatment) Bill No. 7, 2004

Chairman, Join Committee on Health
and Judiciary (Mr F. Onah): Mr Speaker,
Sir, may I present a Report from the Joint
Committee on Health and Judiciary, Public
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges. Office of
the Chairman, Joint Committee on Health
and Judiciary, Room 014, Legislative
Building, Enugu.

The Speaker,
Enugu State House of Assembly,
Enugu.

Mr Speaker, Sir,

Report of the Joint Committee on Health
and Judiciary on a Bill for a Law, Titled
Accident Victims (Immediate Treatment)
Bill No. 7, 2004

Deputy Speaker: Point of Order. Mr
Speaker, we have to second the
presentation of the Report before he
proceeds to read it.

Mr Speaker: Honourable Deputy
Speaker, it appeared on the Order Paper,
and now that I have announced it, the Joint
Committee Chairman can stand up and
present the Report. It is only after he had
presented the Report that the Leader of the

House can now move a Motion for the
accentance of the Report to be considered
immediately or to be determined by the
Rules and Business. That is when it requires
a s~conder. Am I right!

Deputy Speaker: At your own time!
(Laughter).

Mr Spealker: May the Chairman of the
Joint' Committee go ahead. The Joint
Committee on Health and Judiciary was
mandated by the Hon. Speaker to give
thorough legislative scrutiny to the above
mentioned Bill. The Members of the Joint
Committee decided in its entirety to pursue
the Bill with every commitment and
dedication it merited by having constant
joint Committee deliberations, interviews,
visitations and a well attended public
hearing.

The Committee was able to organize a
very fruitful public hearing which attracted
the t(reputy Commissioner of Police in
attendance, ~ who represented the
Commissioner of Police, representatives
from the Federal Road Safety Commission
and the office of the Director, State Security
Services, Senior Directors and Heads of
Departments in the State Ministry of
Health, a Private Medical Practitioner, a
member of the Nigeria Labour Congress,
the Piess and other members of the Public.

However, due to its critical and objective
assessinent of the Bill, the Committee was
able 10 make some amendments and it is
hereby attached.

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Thank you,
Ms Speaker, may | move that the Report
subn .ted by the Joint Committee on Health
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Committee, that does not mean that he has
no right to m~"e his personal view. And,
more import_...ly, when [ remembered
vividly that this issue of accident informer
came up during our debate.

Chief Whip (Mr E. Odo): Mr Speaker, |
have noted the observation made by the
hon. Member " igbo Eze North 1 (Mr
Onyeze) but it «ppears to me that it is un-
ripe, consideri~g the fact that we just
interpreted w..t an accident informer
means. If an accident informer is not
appropriately used in the body of the Bill,
then we might have the need to expunge it,
but if it does .. "ecause at times it might be
too early for umebody to quarrel on a
particular word here.

The Chairman: | do not think that it is
premature. Remember that [ wanted to put
the Question on it, and the moment [ put
Question on it and it is agreed, it stands.

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, the little
deviation there is that this is just
Interpretation. If something is deleted in the
body of the bill, this is just ordinary
Interpretation Section ... (Interruptions)

The Chairman: Can the Chief Whip
listen to me. The Interpretation determines
what is going to be in the body of the law.
Because if we now say, for instance, the
Interpretation of Governor, we say the
Governor of Enugu State and in the
Interpretation, we say the Governor of
Enugu State and in the Interpretation, we
say the Governor of Kaduna State or
Governor of Abia State, and we fail to
correct it here, I do not know what it will
mean, because it will affect the body of the
bill.

Chief Whip: Let me agree with the
Chief Whip for now but the word accident
nformer, because why 1 do not want to
-ez{ly pounce on this is that it might lead us
nso debating what is in the body of the bill,
>'hich we have not reached up to. There is
no way we can show the justification of an
accident  informer  without  making
references to the body of the bill.

The Chairman: What is in the body of
the bill? Tell us what is in the body of the
bill.

Chief Whip: Listen! In the body of the
bill we have, in clause 9, it says that ‘every
hospital ..." and there is an amendment to
taat effect, that is why [ said that it is
premature, because we might be jumping
tne gun.

The Chairman: Go on!

Chief Whip: Every hospital shall
designate an officer of the hospital, an
accident informer, whose additional duty
shall be to inform the police anytime a
vittim arrives in the hospital. It states that
this person is not designated solely to be an
informer,

The law says additional duty, which
means he has to carry out other duties added
to accident informer. It is not to say that you
will go to the hospital and ask for an
accident informer. [t presupposes that
something has to be happening. The
designation meant for that person still
holds.

“he Chairman: Let u snot contradict
ou-selves in this matter. If we delete that
informer and insert any senior staff of the
hospital ...
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and Judiciary be accepted for consideration
of the House. Thank you Sir.

Mrs C. Ene (Udi South): Mr Spealker,
Sir, 1 have risen to second the Motion as
moved by the Leader of the House.

Question put and agreed 10.

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may [ move
that the House resolves itself into
Committee of the Whole House for the
consideration of the Report on the Bill
before the House, along with the original
Bill. Thank you.

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East); Mr
Speaker, Sir, | rise to second the Motion
moved by the Leader of the House (Mr
Anichukwu).

Question put and agreed 1o.

ACCIDENT VICTIMS (IMMEDIATE
TREATMENT) BILL NO. 7, 2004

A Bill for a Law to provide for the
Treatment of Accident Victims; for the
treatment of Gunshot Victims; for
Assurance that they get Immediate
Attention; and for Purposes Incidental
thereto — (Considered in the Committee of
the Whole House)

The Chairman: Honourable
Colleagues, now that we are in the
Committee of the Whole House for the
consideration of the Report of the Joint
Committee on Health and Judiciary, Public
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges along side
with the original Bill, may I request that we
suspend Short Title and Commencement,
Enactment, and Interpretation for now.

10 June, 2004
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CLAUSE 2 - INTERPRET..TION. I
want us to start with the Interpretation.

CLAUSE 2 — INTERPRETATION A4s
anended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North {): Mr
Chairman, 1 want to find -out if ‘accident
informer’ whether it is still important in this
Bill. If it is still necessary in this Bill,
because throughout it is stated that nobody
should be designated ‘accident informer’
and even during the amendment, ~~mebody
is requested to take it upon hi....elf, the
mest senior person on duty to take it upon
himself to inform the Police. So I feel there
is no need to have “Accident '~former”
ere.

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr
«hairman, the hon. Member for Igbo Eze
North U (Mr Onyeze) happens to be a
Mezmber of this Committee. I do not think
that he has any reason for not making such
amendment before we concluded this
Report.

The Chairman: Is the hon. Member for
Igbo Eze North I (Mr Onyeze) a Member of
the Committee?

Mr Onyeze: The law is being made for
thz public;

The Chairman: Excuse me; He is a
Member of the Committee, but may be at
tha* Committee level he disagreed with
them and he now wants to make his opinion
"nown.

?lease, let us not just treat this matter
cas ally. In as much as the hon. Member for
[cbo Eze North I (Mr Onyeze) did not
attend public hearing or meetings of the
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Chief Whip: In the amendment, we said
that in line (1), delete every hospital and
insert the most semior official of every
hospital or. luty. Thus, the most senior
official of rery hospital on duty shall
designate a »>fficial of the hospital as an
accident in...mer whose additional duty
shall be to inform the police anytime a
victim arrives in the hospital.

The rational behind what we have done
is that we felt that if this duty is left with
the most senior official, who is meant to
handle the --cident victim, for instance a
medical Dc..or who is operating a private
clinic, by designation he should be the most
senior officer and instead of treating the

victim, we 10w compel him to make
arrangemen to the police, it is not
necessary.  at is why we said that the
most  seni officer should delegate
somebody  ho should be an accident

informer, auditionally to what duty the
person is meant to carry out. So, that is just
that.

Mr Onyeze: Mr Chairman, Sir, if we
continue to insist on the designation of a
particular person as an accident informer,

then it wil ontradict the intents of the
original bill ind what we are trying to do
now. Because when you designate

somebody f-~ a particular job, call him an
accident inf  mer, then tomorrow you have
another acc :nt informer. Next tomorrow,
you have a.__ther accident informer, but I
believe that *he correction we are trying to
make is tha hen people are on duty at any
particular t e and there is an accident
case, itis th  Juty of the most senior person
there to get *he police informed while you
continue wi... the treatment.

He can do so with telephone, he can
even send a messenger or by any means. He
does not need to leave the treatment. But if
we insist on labeling somebody an accident
informer, we are making the hospital to
employ more people. So I insisted on
raising this matter because during debate, |
think it was clearly understood, that
designating a person an accident informer in
various hospitals and various clinics will be
“~=y cumbersome when it comes to
oporating the law.

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Further
observation! I think the bone of contention
is that there is a kind of communication gap
in understanding. The Committee, having
observed critically the intendment of the bill
can only effectively, follow that bill by
allowing somebody to be designated in
addition to what he is doing, in addition to
what he is employed to do.

If we are quarreling over the issue of
who should do it and not that it should not
be done, there is still need for an accident
informer but who should carry it. That is his
problem, so we have solved the problem by
saying that the most senior person can now
delegate it further, in addition to what he is
doing. Not that somebody is wholly
employed, primarily as an accident
informer. But in conjunction to what he is
doing, the most senior Doctor on duty can
now delegate somebody else to phone the
police and get them informed.

The Chairman: Let us agree, because
immediately the hon. Member for Igbo Ez
North [ (Mr Onyeze) raised this matter, my
mind now went back to the day this issue
was debated, where we agreed that using
the word accident informer is not necessary.
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We tried to look at issues before we took
decisions.

If we now say accident informer, if then
they attach some other responsibility to that
person, and eventually when you go to the
hospital and that person is not around, what
happens?

Chief Whip: There is no way you can
get a report without seeing anybody there.
That means the hospital is not functioning.
Meanwhile, the person who is in charge of
the hospital will narrow it down to specific
days of treatment for a medical doctor who
has a private clinic. He must have, at least,
a messenger even if he operates alone.
Now, he being the most senior person, if
you confirms him to be an accident
informer, that means within the 24 hours
permitted by law he should be running
around going to the police instead of giving
the person treatment. We now say this
person who is the most senior person
should delegate somebody; nobody’s name
is an accident informer whoever the most
senior person delegates becomes the
accident informer at the moment. If for
instance, somebody is an accident informer
around ten o’clock in the morning and is on
a shift and then the most senior person may
be in the afternoon can still delegate
another person. Nobody’s name is an
accident informer for the purpose of this
Bill. Thank you.

Mr Onyeze (Igbo Eze North I): Mr
Chairman, Sir, we are trying to create a
loop-hole for people to escape. If you do
not make a senior person responsible for
accident victim, if you now allow him to
appoint from time to time accident informer
if there is a problem which now affect the
victim whom are vou going to hold strictly

-esponsible. Are you going to hold the most
senior person or the accident ‘~former
:sponsible? You may not even k..ow the
parson. But if you hold the most senior
person responsible, if there is any problem
*he law can hold the person and t=ke the
oarson to court. But when you now  ave it
onen so that the most senior person will
appoint or delegate somebody to ppoint
then at the end of the day the law may not
have anybody to hook.

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr
Chairman. When you delegate somebody to
perform an act, for instance now, vou see,
most of the write-ups ‘] am directed hat is
a delegation. ‘Signed for’ tha is a
detegation. This is authority now given you.
{ am not quarreling over the i~~ie of
so :1ebody doing the job but who st 1ld do
i~ The issue is who should do it, th.. is the
cusstion. The question is: Is the hon.
Vember for Igboeze North [ (Mr Onyeze)
quarrelling over the issue of somebody
¢ oing the job of that Accident Informer or is
be quarrelling over the importance of an
£scident Informer.

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr
Chairman what 1 understand the hon.
Member for Igboeze North I (Mr Ornveze) is

arguing about is negligence involve n the
issue of an official because in the B itself
the Senior Officer of the hospital r  / say
Mr ‘A’ go and inform the police a if in

tle process anything goes wrong th.., will
sty Mr man you are on duty when the
p:reon was treated. You are talking of
a:cepting responsibility and I feel that the
i-¢ue falls on the most Senior official of the
hospital. He should be the one to be held
responsible.
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Ct ™ 7 Whip: [ have a question for the
hon. M mber who has the Floor (Mr Onoh)
and the entire House. My question is: in a
situation where, because the law permits 24
hours ithin which an accident informer
will re_.rt. In a situation where somebody
is critically ill and is brought in a hospital
and the most Senior person there happens
to be ~ medical personnel as the case of
private linic and the person needs to
unders*-1y the case, what happens?

The Thairman: No, no, that is even
wrong .cause that you are the most senior
in the »~spital and Chief Medical Director

thatis  sposed to take care of the hospital,
it does )t mean that you will not have tiz
opportl ty to report the case to the police.
It does ot mean so. There are so many
ways t contact the police. You can even

use phr~=, you can even send somebody. [
can sa from the explanation given now,
the arg~ent seem to be clearer now than

the wa t was before. So, | think we can
make | gress leaving the word informer
since ___re is nobody called informer.

Anybodv even your friend and you get to

that pli : tell him please, go and get a
police s aething is happening here.

Mr Onyeze: Before we put the
Questic  the Accident Informer in that
clause .t me read what it means there. It

says: Accident Informer means any person
S0 designated by a hospital, upon
commencement of this law,

Now it should be any person designated by
the moest Senior official on duty in a
hospital f clinic. Because the hospital
designar~~ somebody as an accident
informe

Clause: 2 ordered to stand part of the
Bill

7

)

Clause: 3 ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

CLAUSE 4 — MONEY DEPOSIT NOT
A CONDITION FOR TRETMENT
ordered to stand part of the Bill.

CLAUSE 5 - TREATMENT OF
PERSON WITH GUNSHOT WOUNDS

CLAUSE 5(1) - ordered to stand part of
the Bill

CLAUSE 5(2) - ordered to stand part of
the Bill

CLAUSE 6 —~ IMMEDIATE ACTION
REQUIRED

CLAUSE 6(1) — As amended, ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

CLAUSE 6(2) — 4s amended, ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

CLAUSE 6(3) - ordered to stand part of
the Bill.

CLAUSE 7 - VICTIMS TO REMAIN
IN HOSPITAL UNTIL POLICE ARRIVES
- ordered to stand part of the Bill.

CLAUSE 8
INFORMATION

ALRMS  FOR

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Chairman,
Sir, I don’t understand the issue of letter of
acknowledgement being expected by the
Police.

The Chairman: What [ am saying is my

own mind. Then, in a situation where you
tell somebody to go to Police Station to

7
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make a report, the person may not even gc
to the Police Station. At this juncture, if one
go to the Police Station, there must be a sort
of information feed back to show that the
Police is aware that the victim is at the
Hospital. That is the way I look at it. Thank
you.

Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, but we
know the epileptic system of office; if sich
information could be acknowledged in
writing, let it be acknowledged in Court.
This is because | am not being convinced,
the type of acknowledgement that is
expected from Police. [s it for the Police to
accompany the informant? In fact [ am not
clear. Thank you.

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, Sir, the
essence of the acknowledgement that is
being expected from the Police may give
room for trickily games. For instance, it
said that provided the hospital may choose
either by means of telephone or visit. In this
case, we may found out that there are some
hospitals that do not have telephone. And
even if they have, it is possible that
somebody might have called a Policeman
without any reply. And there is no proof as
to say that this is what was discussed. So,
we now say that it could be possible for a
person to make a call, but Police
acknowledging it means, that you have to
come there and show evidence that he has
heard what you have said. Because, in some
cases where you can even call the Police
and got the police on telephone, but he can
hang the phone there for about five
minutes. [f it is Digital Compute, you can
easily trace the number and it will show
that he accepts the number, but no
conversation is yet made. So the issue now
is that, there must be an evidence for Police
to show that people have come, and Police

7

3

8

are coming or not coming. Beca 2 it is the
responsibility of the informatic to make
sure that the Police comes. Bu  ~here he
did not come, you can simply vrite. By
mere admittance of your letter, eans that
they have acknowledged it. It i s simply

as that. Thank you.

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze N...h [): Mr
Chairman, Sir, in practice what e see in
most police stations is that you ...ert them
for something they will tell you that their

vehicle is not in order or that the we trying
to get fuel. The onus of brining 1e police
should it lie with the man whe . already
treating an accident victim free  order to
save his life. I think it is an U ecessary

burden on the hospital authority .. the chief
medical officer, to compel him till only the
police is there. It is ¢ ~~~ug inform
the police without necessaruy eruuccing the
police to be there because he me not have
the logistics for lifting the p...ce. The
police station may be a little bit -~ from the
place where the victim is being tr  ed.

So, that extra burden shou not be
imposed on the hospital or clinic,  view of
articulation and the police is no. vound to
give a written acknowledgement that you
informed him. That will be an ex*~ burden
being imposed on the person nao.. treating
the accident victim.

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, ..hy I am
in support of a kind of an e " ‘ence is
because the hospital man whe is now
empowered to delegate somebouy is not
confused with what or how to ‘eat the
victim. The person delegated win ensure
that the job was well done. Please I called
and 1 phoned, did you receive my phone?
Yes, | received your phone. It is an easy
thing, because if we do not amend all these

oy
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things before this law comes into effect,
they have been going to the air and saying
please at this juncture we had a combat
with men of the underworld, please if you
have anybody anywhere with gun shot
wound, do nc* “reat. If they can go to the air
to that extent  have not seen the delay, if
they agree 1 .~ that they were already
informed. Please take note this thing is
happening in my hospital now, can even
show that you are informed. They would
not even bragg. So, you are not passing any
unnecessary ~ddition, or commanding
anything at all

The word I n quarreling with there is a
word which ap . -ars to be a loophole, that is
May. We are making a law, and when you
use the word -y’ that person may or may
not, so Mr Ch¢ nan, that ‘may’ should be
replaced with _Aall’, because all these
while we have b=en using shall, now they
may choose to rite or choose to phone.
That ‘may’ sho 1 be deleted and replaced
with shall. Thi is what | am quarreling
with. Thank you

Leader: Mr Chairman, | am still not
convinced abou* this acknowledgment. |
believe thata sp  fic Bill of this nature has
got to be specific > an extent. [f we will, in
place of acknow igement, make sure that
the report is d__umented, because they
have files for c=eas of this nature where
every report is fil

Deputy  Sp~~ker: That is an
acknowledgemen

Mr J. U. O h (Enugu North): Mr
Chairman, Sir, | I make a call and I
identify myself the phone, and the
person I called ar ers, and 1 say is it this
very person, and 1 person says ‘yes’, it is

an acknowledgement from the person |
called.

Aqy form from which you can give
infi _aation and pass it through and then
you receive is an acknowledgement. 1t must
not specifically be in writing. So long as
you can receive, it is an acknowledgement,
it should not be only the one documented on
paper and the police signs ‘original
collected by me!

Myr Chairman: It is not stated so here.

CLAUSE 8 as amended, ordered to

stand part of the Bill.

CLAUSE 9 - as amended, ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

CLAUSE 10 - NO CRIMINAL

LIABILITY AGAINST ANY HOSPITAL
FOR TREATMENT OF AN ACCIDENT
VICTIM

The Chairman: In line four, delete
Sullstop’ and insert ‘subject to Section 7,
thus: No hospital shall be held criminally
liable for the reasons only that it attended to
a victim without a police Officer in
attendance or without a police report subject
to Section 7.

Amendment agreed to

CLAUSE 10 — 4s amended, ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

CLAUSE 11 to 12 - ordered to stand
part of the Bill.

CLAUSE 13 - NO ARREST
WITHOUT A WARRANT.
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The Chairman: In line two delete
‘Shall not be arrested without a warrant’
and insert ‘where no death occurs, shall be
liable to a fine of fifty thousand Naira
(N50,000.00) and or two  years
imprisonment .

Thus: Any person who contravenes any
of the provisions of this law where no death
occurs shall be liable to a fine of fifty
thousand Naira (N50,000.00) and/or two
years imprisonment.

Amendment agreed to.

CLAUSE 13 — As amended, ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

CLAUSE 14 - JURISDICTION

The Chairman: In line one, after the
state insert ‘or any tribunal of coordinate
Jurisdiction with the High Court’.

Thus: The High Court of the State or
any tribunal of coordinate jurisdiction with
the High Court shall have jurisdiction to try
any offence/s committed under this law.

CLAUSE 14 — 4s amended, ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

CLAUSES 16 — 18 — Deleted.

Short title — Agreed to.

Long Title — Agreed to.

The Chairman: This Bill may be cited
as Accident Victims (Immediate Treatment)

Bill 2004 and shall come into force on the
10™ June, 2004.

Commencement Date:

Agreed 1o.

10-6-2004 —

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker,
may | move that the bill as amended be now
read the 3" time. Thank you.

rd

Bill accordingly read the 3™ time and

passed.

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
this Bill which has to do with Accident
Vic:ims, Immediate Treatment Law 200"
has now been red for the 3™ time. In view ..
this development, the bill has been passed.

I sincerely wish to express my happiness
to «hose of you who contributed in no small
way to ensuring the passage of the bili.
More importantly, | salute the courage of
the hon. Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr
Chigboy for a job well-done. T wish to state
that he has demonstrated the fact that he can
worl: very hard. This is the second private
bill cnacted by this honourable House.

I appeal to those others to try as much as
possible to emulate the hon. Member for
Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo). I thank you very
much and [ wish to express my happiness to
the Committee for a job well done. In fe -~
when | came back, I asked them whetf.c,
this bill will be ready today, they assured
me that it will be ready, and, of course, it
has been presented on the Floor of the
House. So 1 thank you very much for all
your efforts I thank the hon. Members “-
the kind of debate, the kind of enthusias...,
the kind of support they gave to this bill
during the first and second reading of this
bill. .n fact I can say that this bill attracted
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the highest debate since the inception of
this House.

I cannot end my appreciation without
thanking the Clerk-of-the-House and other
supportive staff for their commitment and
for their corrections any where we try to go
wrong. | thank you very much. [ wish to
thank Members of the Press for their
wonderful contributions especial during the
announcements, during the Public Hearing.
So 1 thank you very much and do hope that
from this moment we will expect to have
lots and lots of other bills, private member
bills at various stages and I did tell you that
if you have any problem either during
publication of your own please, endeavour
to let us know. The most important thing is
for us to pass private member bills. It goes
a long way to create the impression that the
House is very active. We have
demonstrated that we can pass bills not
from the Executive Arm of Government.
That we can sit down and prepare our own
bills.

Thank you very much for your
wonderful contributions and we say to God
be the Glory.

ADJOURNMENT

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker, may |
move that this honourable House do now
adjourn until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, the 15"
June, 2004,

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr
Speaker, my Colleagues of Enugu State
House of Assembly, in seconding the
Motion for adjournment, | plead for two
minutes audience. | really lack words to
express my happiness today. I am very
happy.
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My appreciation goes to the leadership
of this honourable House for their
wonderful support to this bill. More
especially as our Speaker has said, my
respected Colleagues, a bill in this
Parliament where no Member said no.

Ir fact | am very grateful. What 1 owe
you my respected Colleagues and the
leadership of this House is total loyalty.

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Thank
you, Mr Speaker. I am urging the Press
through the various media that the public
should know much about this law we have
passed today touching the lives of the
people. 1 think this is the best law this
House has passed since its inception.

Mr Speaker, other thirty five States plus
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja may or
shall emulate this very law and that is what
the Governor of this State is doing. People
are emulating and not for us emulating what
othier people are doing. So, we should do
what other Houses of Assembly should
emulate.

Question put and agreed to.
Resolved: That the House do now
adjourned until Tuesday 15™ June, 2004 at

10 a.m.

Accordingly adjournea at 11.17 a.m.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA
Tuesday, 15" June, 2004

The House met at 10 a.m.

PRAYERS
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
our Votes and Proceedings dated 10™ June,
2004 are before the House. I have gone
through them and found them to be very
correct. However, | need your comments.

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I); Mr Speaker,
Sir, 1 have equally gone through the Votes
and Proceedings of our last sitting and found
them to be very correct. | therefore move for
adoption. Thank you.

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker,
Sir, 1 rise to second the Motion.

Question put and agreed {0

Votes and Proceedings of 10" June 2004
accordingly adopted.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Meetings

Mr Speaker: There will be a meeting of
House Services Committee tomorrow 16%
June, 2004. Venue is Chairman’s Office,
Room 103. Time is 10 a.m.

There will be inaugural meeting of House
Commitiee on Chieftaincy, Culture and
Tourism tomorrow 16" June, 2004 at 10 a.m.
Every member of the Committee is expected

Enugu State House of Assertbly Debates
15 June, 2004
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to be there and the time is 10 a.m. Venue is
Chairman’s Office, Room 05.

Please, 1 request that all hon. Members of
the House shall meet briefly in my office. it
will not be more than two minutes.

ADJOURNMENT

Leader (Mr Aniciuiown): Mr Speaker, Sir,
may | move that this honourable House do

now adjourn until 10 a.m. on Thursday, 17"
June, 2004.

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr Speaker,
Sir, 1 rise to second the Motion as moved by
the Leader. Thank you.

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr Speaker,
Sir, it 1s my humble wish to support the
seconded Motion for adjournment and in
doing that, [ wish to thank the hon. Speaker of
the House and other hon. Members of the
Hous: for what I may call the new revolution
in the House that now makes us attend the
House on time. One can now notice that the
Journalists do not even come at 10 a.m. I wish
to use this opportunity to send our invitation
to the Journalists covering the House to
alwaz's come at 10 a.m. because we are now
startiug our sitting at 10 a.m. Thank you.

Queestion put and agreed to.

Resolved: That the House do now adjourn
till 10 a.m. on Thursday 17" June, 2004.

Adjourned accordingly at 10.20 a.m.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGTT STATE OF NIGERIA
Thu. wday, 17" June, 2004

(The House met at [0 a.m.)

PRAYERS
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mr Speak~— Honourable Colleagues, our
Votes and Pro  dings, No. 4 of Tuesday, 15"
June, 2004 are fore us, I have carefully gone
through them «___ to the best of my knowledge
they are correct. However, | need your
comments. Thank you.

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr Speaker, 1
have gone through the Votes and Proceedings of
Tuesday 15" June, 2004 and I have carefully
read the conter*~ and found them to be the true
reflection of v.._t transpired on that previous
meeting. 1 therefore move the Motion for the
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings. Thank
you.

Question put and agreed to.

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 15"
June, 2004 adopted accordingly.
A Messag rom His Excellency, the
Gov 10r of Enugu State
Mr Speaker: A message from His

Excellency, the Executive Governor of Enugu
State, Dr Chimz=~":¢ Ogbonnia Nnamani, I read:

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Enugu State of Nigeria
Government House
Independent Layout
Enugu.
June 16, 2004

Qur Ref: GHS/219/11150

The hon. Speaker
FEnugu State House of Assembly
Enugu.

Sir,
RE: COMMISSIONERS-DESIGNATE

His Excellency, Chimaroke Nnamani, Governor,
Enugu State of Nigeria has nominated for
possible approval by the House the following
Commissioner-Designate:

I Engr. Bethel Onyenyiri

2 Mr Eddy Nnaji

2, May it therefore please the House and
the hon. Speaker to please give this accelerated
hearing 1o enable the government achieve its
objectives of injecting new blood into the
system.

3. Accept, Sir, the assurances of His
Excellency’s regard for the hon. Speaker and
the exalted House.

Sigvied: Dr Dan Shere
Secretary to the State Government

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Thank you, Mr
Speaker, may I move that the message from His
Excellency, the executive Governor of Enugu
State be accepted for consideration at 11 a.m.
this morning.

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr Speaker, |
am on my feet to second the Motion.

Agreed put and agreed to.
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Message  from  the Governor accordingly
accepled for consideration at 11a.m.

Sirting suspended: 10.22 a.m.

Sitting resimed: 1110 a.m.

Leader: Honourable Colleagues. I move
that the House should resolve itself into the
Commiltee ol the  Whole House  lor
consideration ol the  confirmation ol the

Commissioners-Designate. Thank you.

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr Speaker.
Sir. 1 rise to second the Motion moved by the
lL.eader. Thank you.

Question put and agreed (0.

INTERVIEW OF THE COMMISSIONERS-
DESIGNATE
(In the Committee of the Whole House)

The Chairman: Honourable Calleagues.
before yvou is Engr Bethel Onyenyiri Caukwudi.
He s here on your invitation. following his
nomination  as - Commissioner-Designate — in
Iinugu State, | humbly call on Members to ask
him questions. il any. Thank you.

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbocse North Iy Mr
Chairman. Sir. | have an observation before the
question. My observation is on the Curriculum
Vitae  of the Commissioner-Designate  (fFngr
Onyenyiri). One. he did not put his Relerees.
Sccondly the photocopies ol his certilicates are
not attached to his CV. My main question is this
we have known vou as a Public Oflice holder.
working as Chairman ol Oji River  Local
Government Area. What area do you feel that
vou have made impact on the lifc of the people

ol vour local government area and the people of

Iznugu State. Thank you,

Engr Onyenyiri (Commissioner-
Designate): The hon. Speaker. of Enugu State
[ouse of Assembly. other Members of the
House. I salute all oF you. Fwish to upologise to

the  louse  that  the  photocopies  of my
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certificates are not attached to the C.V. In fact, it
is now that I recognized that it is supposed to
appear in my C.V. May 1 appeal to the
honourable House to forgive me. The second
quesiion in respect ol referees, 1 believe that.
semting from the hon. Speaker. to the hon.
NMesabers all of you here are my referees: that is
why [did not bother to put any particular name.

On the third question about the impact I have
made since | started occupying public office. |
think those ones are quite glaring. First of all |
will start from when 1 served as the hon.
Commissioner for Commerce and Industry and
that was the period we had the highest. The
Miristny of Budget and Planning gave us the
highest tareet to  generate revenue in that
Ministry. and that was the time payment -~
business premises and other revenues we..
embarked upon.

At that period in time. we were able
inciease the 17 Revenue Boards with additic
six. Il you notice in Enugu Easl. we have n
three Revenue Boards. in Enugu South we he. o
cvo Revenue Boards. and then in Enugu North.
we have two revenue bouards. 11 you add them
together they are sixe [U was when | was there
that we created these Boards: and it you look at
the revenue we were generating, you will [ind
out that we achieved a fot. and at the same time
produced additional field revenue officers.

since T left that office. the second phase ..
that increase in revenue Boards have not been
[illed up. So I think that it was part of our duty.
and at that period it was recorded in each month
and cach week. the highest revenue from each
board in that particularly Ministry.

Obviously and secondly, the New Ha. _.
Shopping Complex. which at that period was
being construeted with zeal. However, because
of 1my moving out to go and contest election. we
could not continue at that rate; but I believe that
thes will e if the senior people in that Ministry
sl have interest in that particular Shopping
Corrplex. which is almost achieving its purpose.
bot to the Governor and to the people of Enugu
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State it will soon be completed. | know actually
that we made a r-~posal for the Enugu State
industrial center. which we sent to the
Ministerial Committee. which handled the
creation of more industrial centers in Enugu
State. 1 know 9" Mile as one. Obollo Afor as
two, and we did the same thing at Four Corners.
We had about five places we designated as new
industrial centers.

The purpose was to help our medium and
small scale industrialists to have a place where
Government can charge them little rent instead
of exorbitant ones charged them in other areas.
This is what 1 was able to do during the short
period 1 was in that Ministry. But when I moved
down to Oji Rive s Transition Chairman, not
only that I participated effectively in ensuring
that this Government comes back; we delivered
Oji River totally. We were able to make some
impact in that arca. There is the Oji River
Shopping center, which we have planned to
commission by 19" of June, 2004, and people
are commending our efforts. If you go down
there you will see it for yourself.

So, as for Oji River G.R.A., Layout we have
to open all the places and infrastructures are
already put in place At Oji River Layout. which
has over 850 plot  w~e are already working on it
and we have already completed everything
concerning the putting of beacons and the rest
of them.

In the area of environmental sanitation, we
have been able to set up Oji River Sanitation
Committee. During the last sanitation day, I
know that it is only in my local government that
it is observed. because we needed to revive the
environment. The Commissioner for
Environment wa  ere, and he observed it by
himself, and this is something we need to keep
up so that people will maintain a level of
cleanliness. We also want on to increase the
internally generated rcvenue.

So, in a nutshell, | feel my activities, or my
being in Government has helped my people and
the Government as well. If this House clears me
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and 1 rfind myself as Commissioner, I am still
going to add more to the ones I have done.
Thank you very much.

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Chairman, [ have
gone through the Curriculum Vitae of the
Commissioner Designate. 1 have found it quite
interesting. My question is, having been a
student union activist, and having served as
Commissioner in this Government and from
what you said, it appears you have performed
very well. Under that platform your people
found it worthy to give vou their mandate as

Executive Chairman for Oji River Local
Government Area.
Now that you are nominated as a

Commissioner, what 1 wart to ask is what gives
you the mind to contest as a Local Government
Chairman and after you contested that people
gave you the mandate, now you are trying to
abandoned the mandate for the post of a
Commissioner, what do you think that you left
while you were Commissioner for Commerce
and Industry and you are now going back to pick
again. Thank you.

Engr Onyenyiri: Thank you very much I
felt initially to go for local government election,
to scek the mandate of my people in serving in
the capacity as the Executive Chairman of Oji
River. And this is because I believe that 1 have
the capability and ideas to transform the Local
Government, and Oji River Local Government
is not an Island of its own, it is a part of Enugu
State and these services 1 am going to give if |
am given the chance to Qji River, is still all in
Enugu State. | think the services 1 am going to
give is just the same thing. I think that this is
just an extension of the mandate that is already
given to me by my people, because if I serve as
Commissioner, at the same time I am going to
provide services, services that will affect the life
of people and improve their standard of living.
So. | am still operating within.

If T enter into the Executive Council, I am
still within the same sphere. Besides in Peoples
Democratic party (PDP) we run like a family,
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Ao family you have
leader: somebody who s
who aets as o cdptain. He

mcebody who is u
coach; somebody
a8 the right at any
point in time o move amy ody ae feels from
one position: another where he can achieve the
st result. The most import nt thing is that you
awe part of the eam prowviding  democracy
dividend to the people. w1 owherever 1 [ind
« people hus given

el that is the mandate
toome, Phank vou,

niro €. 00 Enebe  oawvgu North): “l\«]r

Chatrman, Sire 1 have  one  through the
Ceeviculum Vitae ol he  commissioner

designate. and i you go to the C.V. you will see
thal he was a one-time ' mmissioner in the
Since Members ol the House
cvervthing about him. 1 theifore move that he

IR

tubes o bow and leaves thi: honourable [louse.
Thank vou.

Efy J. Obidinma (Oj: River): T risc’ to
second that Motien. Thank y e

Chiestion puf and agreea o,

Fngr Bethel Onyenviri iccordingly iook a
howe and left the Floor.

The Chadrman: You w irecall that o short
while ago 1 oread N ossage  from s
Fueclleney. appointing Mr Sdward Nnaji as a
Cemmissioner-Designate 1 Enugu
Siovernment. and we reque ted that he should
appcar befare the House foo possible screening
and confirmation of” his gp-ointmeant. So. you
cun go ahead to ask your que-tions. I any.

Rr o O. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South i
tEban): Thank vou. Mro Chairman. 1 have
crelslyogone through hir Curriculum Vitae.
frevimg done son bowant N Bdward Npajé o

brict’ down ol his
Curriculum Vitae, therealle @ -he takes o bowy

vive this House a run

end leaves the Chamber,
“he Chairman: 1 do nooagree with the hon.
Shember for Fougu Sout 10 (Urbany  (Ar

<ubvnegho) Ny Bdward onggi should give u
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down of his Currictlum  Vitae  and
thereufter. he should not take a bow and leuve
the Chamber. Rather, he should tuke a bow and
suw. (Prolonged laughter).

run

vIr O. Chukwucegbo: O.K. Mr Chairman.,

What F mean is that Alr
Fdward Nnaji should give us a run sdown ol his
Curriculum Vitae. On completion. the  hon.
NMember for Enuge South [F (Urbany (M
Chukywuegbo) can then move a Motion that Mr
Niaji should take a bow and leave the Chamber.

" The Chairman:

Mr Edward Nnaji: Mr Chairmun. Sir. hon,
Members of Enugu State House of Assembly,
Distinguished  Ladies and  Genlleinen.  all
protocols duly and wiost respectfully ohserved: |
wes born on 29" February, 1961, | am murricd.

my permanent address is Umuenwene 1 Nike.
Enogu East. Local Government Arcu. § attended
my Secondary School education here in  1ugu
at  Comprehensive Union  Secondary 100].
Avkunanav, Enugu and passed out 1 1979

wi v Division one. | also went to IMT iaugu
where T had my OND in 1983, Thereafler. |
proceeded to Federal Polytechnic. fda. where |
araGuated in HND. Business Administration and
Maragement in 1986, In [987. T did my NY&L(C
at Owerri Imo State. Late in 1991, 1 was offered
aundission in ESUT to do my Post-graduate

Diploma  in . Business  Administration und
Maragement. I have also had o weann of

experience in the State Civil Service. | have
worked in the  employment National
Oricntation Agency. former MAMSER for nine
years. 'held a position as Assistant Mobilisution
Ofhder, Enugu Local Government Area, and a
Social Mobilisation Ofticer Enugu North LGA..
Assistant Team Officer, State Dircctorate of
Nationul Orientation Agency. That was where |
was working, until 1996, when 1 resigned to
venture into politics.

ol

‘s regards my political experience. [ am the
firse Vice Chairmun of our great party FDP.
l:nugu State, representing Enugu East Senatorial
Zone. Tam also a member of the Stale Executive
Committee of PDP. AL o time 1 owas s



Enugu State House of Assen

17 June, 2004

Excellency’s Specir' Assistant (Political). 1 also
represented the ...ty at various National
Assignments like when 1 chaired a Facl Finding
Committee Zamfara State. [ also represented my
people on two consecutive occasions as a
National Delegate representing Enugu  East
L.G.S. The immediate last position 1 held was
when [ was opportuned to serve as the transition
Chairman Enugu East LGA. Thank you, Mr
Chairman.

Deputy Leader (AMr Anilwwe): Mr Chairman,
a clear observation of the Curriculum Vitae
adduced by this gentleman, will go a long way
to testify that His Excellency has continued to
maintain effective and grassroot representation
in appointments. Mr Chairman, permit me on
this strength, to move that Mr Edward Nnaji
simply takes a bow and leaves the Chamber.

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr Chairman.
may [ dutifully Second the Motion and moved
by the Deputy Leader of the House (Mr
Anikwe), that Mr Edward Nnaji takes a bow and
leaves the Chamber. Thank you, Mr Chairman.

Question put and agreed fo.

Mr Nnaji accordingly took a bow and left
the Chamber.

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair)

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, the
interview has been conducted. I now wish to cal
on you for comments, based on the outcome of
the exercise we have just concluded a short
while ago.

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Thank you, Mr
Speaker. 1 will say that the two gentlemen
interviewed, from the answers to the questions
put across to them and from the people they are,
what they represent in our party, the Peoples’
Democratic Party (PDP). that these men are
equal to the task. Engr. Bethel Onyenyiri was a
one time Commissioner in this State and before
the Floor of this House. he gave account of his
stewardship when he was a Commissioner. He

was also @ one-time Deputy Chairman of our
party in Enugu State.

The second candidate, honourable Edward
Nnaji alse was one of the pioneer leaders of the
PDP in Enugu State and the Deputy Chairman
of the party in Enugu East. We know that in our
party the PDP. we have always pursued the best
for our people. And I believe that this was why
the Executive Governor has chosen from the
party, people who are ready to man certain
Ministries to ensure that dividends of democracy
get across to our people.

[ therefore submit that these two men be
cleared so that they will be appointed as
Commissioners in Enugu State to continue the
good work in Enugu State. Thank you.

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speaker, |
have risen to contribute to the debate on the
interview we have just conducted. I will start
with ngr Bethel Onyenyiri. You will recall that
he has been a great party man, a great member
of the PDP. He has been a Deputy Chairman for
Enugu West. He was equally elected as an
Executive  Chairman. He has been a
Commissioner in the last tenure. Our people say
that the taste of the pudding is in the eating. |
sincerely believe that he must have done
excellently well, and that is why the Governor
felt like bringing him back on board. Because it

“is not easy for one to have been a member of the
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State Executive Council in one occasion and he
is being called back to do the same job again.
That means that the one he did earlier, he did it
very well. One striking thing about Engr
Onyenyiri is his youthful age. Somebody who
was born on 8" August, 1971 and he can
produce 4 or 5 pages of Curriculum Vitae, it
means that he has been able to pay his dues. I
sincerely believe that this honourable House will
be deing the correct thing if we insist that he
should be confirmed as a Commissioner in
Enugu Staie. I, therefore, urge our Members to
help in confirming him as a Commissioner in
this State.
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On hon. Nnaji =dwurd. the Constitution we
are operating. the Nigeria Conglitution, made it

clear that Jor anybody o be appointed a
Commissioner. he must be o member of a
political party. and Nnuji. from the records, is
PRP member. s membership i not in

has  been ‘Traasition
Chairman. e is the reasurer ol owr Oha Neve
Ndigho. Fov this Staie w have supparted him o
take @ post in Oha Neve Ndigbo mcans that we
have conlidence n himy as an individual and that
confidence 15 whut wuant o al the

Exeeutive Council level.

question und he a

wWe taste

I believe that we will equally be doing good
it we contirm him. He is a vouth. By the time he
combines cflorts with other members of the
Exccutive Council. they will move this State
forward.

Mr Speaker. 1 urge my Colleagues to kindly
support their conlirmation. Thank you.

Chief Whip (M Qo). N Speaker., T stand
in a better position o allest o the two
commissioner naminees. having worked  with
both of them for at least 2 years or more.

Zddy Nnaji and  Bethel Onyenyiri were
respectively the Viee-Chainmen PDP in “nugu
Fast Senatorial zone and West and having
worked with them not only as o Slate Hxecutive
Council but at the same time at the Working
Commitlee of the PP in Fnugu State, T cun say
that they arc men ol proven integrity and 1 am
particufarly thritied with the cloguence with
which they have been able o answer questions
put to them. That gocs @ long way o show that
men ol integrity have once ugdin come on state.

I am equally. particularly happy with the
way these two gentlemen have succeeded in
fetting the entive people know the extent to
which they have justilied the post they hzld in
the past and it is our believe that they will keep
the Mag flying.

Therelore. Towill urge
reatly emulute the conduct

my - Collcagues o

al” these gentlemen
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and also urge them to really give them a
favourable passage by confirming these tw
young men as Commissioners as virtually most
of us here can attest to their behaviour and their
educational capacity. Apart from that. we cal
also attest to their credibility in terms o1
to-havioural attitude. Once again, Mr Speaker. |
have 1o sit down and urge my hon. Colleagues to
assist these young men confirm their position.
Thank you.

Deputy Leader (Mr A4nikwe). Thank you,
Mr Speaker. 1 h. : equally risen to give kudos
to the just screened nominces  for
Commissicnershi, by His Excellency. I recall
that when our gre * party, the PDP was named at
Abuja on the August, 1998, these two
gentlemen were  gether with us at the Eagle
Square  from ere to the Internationa
Conlvrence Cen From then till now, they
have remained « sistent and have performec
the duties expect: " of them by the party.

Mr Speaker,
the lixecutive
Covernor Chima

m particularly interested that
overnor of Enugu State,
<e Nnamani has once more
demonstrated tha e is a man of the people. He
kiewvs at least € ryone’s contribution without
evern gzoing to I 1. Mr Eddy Nnaji was the
bulldover in the | election at Enugu East. You
cannot talk of ( Enugu West PDP without
Onowu. He was ¢ overall campaign man lor
Enugu West that “:livered everyone of us herc.
He delivered the  n. Member representing Oji
River (Mr Ot fnma). in particular. He
delivered TICO.  "he only thing we owe him
now is to delive 1im now. So. as a one time
party Chuirman «  a Local Government, | was
very close worl” g with him at the Party
Secreiarial. So M speaker, [ equally call on my
Collengacs to eq  ly confirm the gentleman as
Comnyissioner as  :quested by His Excellency.
On this note, Mr  oeaker, may 1 move that the
Question be now L

Mr J. Obidir
want to start by
i honourable
exhik-ted  during

a (Oji River): Mr Speaker. |
<pressing my satisfaction to
House for the proficiency
the question and answer
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session and also the level headedness of the
nominees. However, Mr Speaker. | am very.
very satisfied with what happened today and 1
want to urge this House 1o please clear them to
enable them continue the good job they have
been doing. Having said that Mr Speaker, I want
to move that the Question be put.

Question, That Question be put, put and
agreed 10.
Main Question pur and agreed fo.

Resolved: That today 17" day of June 2004
the Enugu State House ol Assembly do hereby
confirmed the appointment ol the following as
Commissioners in Enugu State Government:
hon. Engr Bethel Onyenyirt Chukwudi and hon.
Edward Nnaji.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Mails

Mr Speaker: Please, endeavour to be
checking your mails at the Boxes outside. Each
time Members continue to complain of Order
paper and Votes and Proceedings and most of
these Order Paper and Votes and Proceedings
are usually kept for hon. Members in the
pigeonholes outside. So. please, before you get
into the Chambers try to check your mails at the
pigeonholes.

The proposed visit to the Vice Chancellor by
the House Committce on Education. which is
supposed to take place today, has been shifting
to take place on Tuesday 22" June, 2004.
Signed: Chairman. hon. Michael Onyeze.

Tenders Board Meeting

The Tenders Board will meet tomorrow 18"
June, 2004. Time is 12 noon prompt. Venue is
the Chairman’s Office, Room 123. Signed: Mr
Anichukwu John Nwankwo.
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ADJOURNMENT

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move that
this House do now adjourn till Tuesday, 22™
June. 2004 at 10a.m. Thank you.

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speaker, 1 rise
to second the Motion as moved by the hon.
Leader of the House.

Question put and agreed (0.

Resolved: That the honourable House do
now adjourn until Tuesday 22" June, 2004 at 10

a.m.

Adjourned accordingly at 11.56 a.m.






ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA

PROCEEDINGS

AND DEBATES OF THE
SECOND SESSION OF THE

THIRD ASSEMBLY

ENUGU STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

OFFICIAL REPORT
No. 84 Tuesday
22" June, 2004
CONTENTS
Prayers

Approval of Votes and Proceedings
Notice of Motion
Announcement

Adjournment







Enugu State House of ssembly Debates

1499

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA
Tuesday, 22nd June, 2004

The House met at 10 a.m.

PRAYERS
{Mr Speaker in the Chatir)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
before us are our Votes and Proceedings.
No. 5 of Thursday, 17" June, 2004. 1 have
gone through them and to the best of my
knowledge, they are correct. However, |
call for your comments. Thank vou.

Mr D. A. Ani (Enugu South 1) Mr

Speaker, Sir, I have gone through the Votes
and Proceedings of our last sitting and
found them to be very correct. Therefore, |
move a Motion for the adoption.

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr
Speaker, Sir, | have risen to second the
Motion for the adoption of our Votes and
Proceedings. Thank you.

Question pul and ugreed to.

Votes and Proceedings of 17" June,
2004 accordingly adopted.

22 June. 2004
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NOTICE OF MOTION

SITTING CALENDAR FOR
SECOND SESSION 20042005 OF
THE ENUGU STATE THIRD
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Leader (A Anichukwu): Mr Speaker,
Sir, may | move a Motion standing in my
name: That this honourable House do
approve the Sitting Calendar for 2004/2003
Second Session of the Enugu State Third
House of Assembly. Thank you.

Chief Whip (M Odo): My Speaker, Sir,
I have risen to second the Motion as moved
by the Leader.

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, this Business
Motion becomes very aecessary pursuant to

Section 104 of the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria. which in

course of clarity, stipulates that:
A House of Assembly shall sit for
peciod of  not less than One
Hundred and Eight One (181 davs
inayear

Mr Speaker, Sir, it behooves on this
honourable House to comply with this
statutory requirement as contained in the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria under reference.

We have to bear in mind that the sittings
of the House are Tuesdays and Thursdays
while Mondays and Wednesdays are lor
Committee activities. The first guarter is
from 2" June 10 31" August, 2004. giving a
total of fifty two days, minus three days for
Easter Recess, leaving a total of Jorty nine
days.
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Second quarter is from 1" September to
30 November, 2004 totalling fitty two days,
minus four days for Independence Recess,
leaving a total of forty eight days.

Third quarter is from 1% December,
2004 to 28" February, 2005, totalling fifty
two days, minus fourteen days for
Christmas Recess. leaving a total of thirty
seven days.

Fourth quarter is from 1% March to 31*
May, 2003, totalling fifty two, minus three
days for Easter Recess, leaving a total of
forty eight days. Total number of
Legislative Sitting is one hundred and
Eighty two days. Summary of the expected
number of House Sittings: Committee
Sittings — inclusive is as follows:

Na. af Sitting
days

l

Nu, of
Conumittee
days

Total No. T Projected

of days

No. for
Recess

1™ Quarter 26

26

33

3

2 Quarter 26

2

52

3

T Quarter 238

20

St

4™ Quurter 23

26

Rl

i

Total 102

104

206

24

182 days

The first Quarter of the Second Session
of the Third House of Enugu State House of
Assembly started from 2™ June, 2004 and
to end on 31% August, 2004 with 3 days for
Easter Recess, leaving 49 days for the full
activities of the House.

The second quarter will begin from 1

September, 2004 and will end on 30"
November, 2004 with 4 days for
Independence Recess, leaving 48 days for
the full activities of the House.
Similarly, the 3" Quarter will begin
from 1* December, 2004 and will terminate
on 28™ February, 2005, with 14 days for
Christmas Recess, leaving 37 days for the
activities of the House.

22 June, 2004
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Finally, Mr Speaker, Sir, the 4" Quarter
being the last will start from I March,
2005 to 31% May, 2005 with 3 days Easter
Recess, leaving 48 days for the full
activities of the House. By this projection,
Mr Speaker, 182 days are being marked out
to meet the Constitutional requirement as
designed by this Calendar.

It is the intention of this Motion to
achieve the following:

. Action plan Legisiative Se  ce;

Organizing and ensuring
sensitized high impact activities
on the Order Paper;
i Projection and Compliance with
the Constitutional requirements
of minimum of 181 legislative
sitting days of the House.

My Speaker, Sir, this honourable House
is hereby urged to approve the Sitting
Calendar for 2004/2005 Second Session of
the Third House of Enugu State House of
Assembly as stated herein.

Be it moved and is hereby moved.

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, |
have risen to second the Motion bearing in
mind that this is a routine Motion that seeks
to create allowance for the House Members
to follow the statutory obligations of
attending sittings for not less than (One
Hundred and Eighty-One) 181 days as was
guaranteed by Section 104 of the
Constitution.

The reasons, just like the Leader of the
House has pointed out, could be seen from
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various angles. In the first instance, the idea
of bringing a Motion, perhaps, two days or
three days beforc e sitting might confuse
some members e; cially those who are not
properly organi. 1 but if there is a
Calendar of this iature, it will certainly
keep in view the __ogrammes of the House
whjch at the enc f the day will coincide
wiﬁn the programi...s at the moment.

¥

Mr Speaker, before | continue with my
contributions, we made « little mistake and
[ seek to crave th  1dulgence of the House
to correct it by as. g the House to suspend
Order No. 25 of o... Rules to correct same.

The mistake appears in the first quarter
of the second schedule. If you look at
paragraph 4 of tht econd page, the Mover
of the Motion punited out that the first
quarter of the Session of Third House of
Assembly started “om 2" June, 2004 to
end on 31* Augus., 2004 minus 3 days for
Easter Recess. And with the common
knowledge, you w*'" find out that the Easter
season does not fa  vithin 2" June and 31
August. So our inteution has been to create
allowance for que rly recess of 3 days
instead of Easter hoidays.

[ just want to pu. across to you what [
want to amend. S~ 1 therefore seek the
honourable House .. suspend its Order No.
25 of our Rules so as to make this relevant
amendment. Thank .

Deputy Leade. (Mr Anikwe). Mr
Speaker, | have rise~ to second the Motion
as moved by the C__f Whip (Mr Odo) in
getting leave of the House to enable us
come up with the necessary amendments.
Thank you.

Enugu State House of Assemb
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Question put and agreed to.

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker Sir,
in the first page, line 3, they wrote 7"
Quarter from 2™ June to 31" August, 2004,
minus 3 days for Easter Recess. Then the
total number of days is expected to be 52
days. And what was written after the subs-
traction of 3 days is 48 days instead of 49
days. So ...

Mr Speaker: What 1 have in my own
copy is 49 days.

Mr C. O. Enebe (Awgu North): What |
also have in my copy is 49 days.

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker,
Sir, what [ have in my own is 48 days.

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
O. K. Please let us take the correct one.

Several hon. Members: Mr Speaker,
Sir, 49 is the correct one.

Mr Speaker: O.K. 49 days is the correct
figure. Thank you.

Chief Whip: Secondly, at page 2, [ wish
to suggest that the 3 days before the Easter
Recess should be substituted with 3 days for
quarterly Recess. As the Easter Recess has
equally been reflected in our 4™ quarter, |
think it will not be nice to make such
duplication. More especially where the
holidays do not fall anywhere between June
and  August. So, these are simple
corrections.

Mr Speaker, that it is so fundamental,
even if we allow it or we wave it outside,
then there is no way we can carry on with it.
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So, [ am of the opinion that the House do
substitute the Easter Holidays in the first
quarter, for quarterly holidays. Then these
are just simple amendments. Mr Speaker, in
the light of all these, we now move that the
I quarter of the 2 Session of the third
House of Enugu State House of Assembly
started from 2 June and ends 31" August,
2004 with 3 days for quarterly Recess.
Leaving 49 days for the full activities of the
House. Do Mr Speaker, ...

Mr Speaker: Does it mean expunging
the Easter Recess?

Chief Whip: Yes.

Mr Speaker: Is it just to expunge the
Easter and insert quarterly?

Chief Whip: Yes.

Mr Speaker: Go on, and move the
Motion.

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I
formerly move that the first paragraph in
the second page be read as follows: the first
quarter of the Second Session of the Third
House of Enugu State House of Assembly
started from 2™ June 2004 and ends on 31"
August, 2004 with 3 days for Easter Recess
is substituted with 3 days for quarterly
Recess. In other words, to expunge the
Easter Recess and now insert quarterly
Recess. (Laughter)

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr
Speaker, Sir, | rise to second the Motion
moved by the Chief Whip of the House (Mr
Odo). Thank you.
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Question put and agreed to

Chief Whip: Thank you, Mr Spee 1. In

the light of all these, I solidly thrc.. my
weight by supporting the Motion, bez 1g in
mind that the action plan of the leg ative
business of the House could not hay peen
better articulated. This House Calenc  had
not been coordinated as has beer done
presently. Also the organisatio and
assurance of sensitized high  f-act
activities with the Order Paper ' - be
guaranteed because of the Prograr .. of
the events which we are trying to s - dule
at the moment.

Finally, there is no way one can n out

from  maintaining the  Const...:ional
requirement of our Constitution. That is by
ir aking sure that the normal sitting “~ys of

one hundred and eighty-one day (181)
have been complied by Members f the
House. And most interestingly, ; the
particularization of the days of the ¢  vities
of the House to suit and make allow_..ce for

Committee days so that nobody will be
compelled to do Committee works z n odd
hour. Or rather at a date that wil 10t be
really convenient for such duty & |
commend the Mover of this Motio for
coming up with this high spirited idea™1nd
I would urge the Members to supna- the
Motion. Thank you.

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr
Speaker, Sir, | equally rise to make my
contribution to this all-important Motion.
The sitting calendar is a Cons**“utional
FFulfillment that we have to regula... When
the House is regulated, it goes to ~"ow the
seriousness and commitment of th.. House.
It will now be directed to the Law Makers
and they will not behave in a way of
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contradicting the Law terms. The only thing
now is to k=~ the regulations with all the
seriousness  * have attached to it: that is
coming anc¢ itting in time, doing other
thi_n'gs, and oing our Committee work.
These are all evidences that we have
actually wo-"~d, and are still at work for
the people Enugu State. | believe that
with this re__lation we can go all out to
give our people the required Law, and the
required legislation

Mr Speaker, on this ground, | call on my
Colleagues > give this all-important
Motion quic Hassage without delay. At the
same time . nove that you now put the
Question. Thank you.

Deputy opeaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr
Speaker, Sir am on my feet to contribute
on this all-i...portant Motion. This Motion
is reminding us of our legislative duties so
as to prepat urselves for our legislative
sittings. Le me take Members to our
adopted Rul ~ Order No. 5 of our Rules
adopted say , the House can only sit on
Mondays,  Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursdays. As we are aware, this Motion is
clear. Also, the sittings are not only 181
days, but it says not less than 181 days,
which means that we can sit for more than
181 days. This reminds us also of Section
109 (f), whi " says that a Member shall
attend a Ho...2 for not less than 60 days,
and the Hour~ should sit for not less than
181 days. Sc  Mr Speaker, having said all
these, let me rge the Members to prepare
themselves f.. the legislative sitting. With
this Mr Speaker, | support the Motion
accordingly.  ank you.

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji
Speaker, Sir

River): Mr
will first of all start by
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thanking the Mover of the Motion because
he is a strong believer in the supremacy of
th  onstitution. Honestly, the Constitution
is e mother of democracy, while the
Legislative Arm is equally a believer in
democracy.

Mr Speaker, I know already that the
House has suspended Order No. 25; in view
of that may I direct the House to page one
column four of the Motion. The caption is
Projected number for Recess. May |
that between number and for that of do =

be

inserted to read, Projected number o; lays
Jor Recess, in line with others.
Mr Speaker: What does the hon.
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Member for Qji River (M Obidinmaj think
is wrong with it?

wlr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, it is just to
make it uniform with others.

Mr M. Njeze (Udi South): Thank you,
Mr Speaker, | rise to second the Motion
which is asking the House to add of days,
because the grammar is incomplete when
you say projected number for Recess.
Number of what? Every other one has
number of days, let us add of days. ’A

Mr Speaker: O.K, but, is the  on.
Member for Qji River (Mr Obia ma)
aware that this Moticn is on notice?

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, we have
already allowed the suspension of Order
No. 25.

Mr Speaker: But not that Order No. 25
has been suspended for another Motion
means that when ore notices some lapses
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and wants to move Motions, he will not
seek for the suspension of the Order again.

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, like we
said earlier, we got this Motion today.

Mr Speaker: Order! What | am saying
is that if one wants to move a Motion, he
shayld first of all seek for the suspension of
Ordéer No. 25. The reason that we
suspended the Order to enable the Chief
Whip (Mr Odo) move an amendment
Motion does not mean that another Member
should not move Motion for the suspension
again.

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, may |
crave the indulgence of this honourable
House to suspend Order No. 25 to enable
me come up with the amendment.

Mr Njeze: Thank you, Mr Speaker I
stand to second that Motion for the
suspension of Order No. 25 to enable the
hon. Member for Oji River (Mr Obidinma)
come up with his Motion.

Question put and agreed to.

Order No. 25 of the Standing Rule of the
House accordingly suspended.

Mr Obidinma: Thank you, Mr Speaker
may | move that of days be inserted
between number and for, to read projected
number of days for Recess. Thank you.

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr
Speaker, | have risen to second the Motion
as moved by the hon. Member for Oji
River.

Question put and agreed (0.
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Question, That ‘of days’ be in’ied
between number and ‘for’ in the capt .. @ of
column four of the Motion, put and a reed
fo.

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, ] ha
already told the House that the Mover of t..
Motion is a strong believer in the
supremacy of the Constitution, and’ that
democracy has its beacon on this politics.

Having said all these things, Mr
Speaker, may | beg this honourable House
to please pass this Motion accordingly.
Thank you.

Mr C. O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr
Speaker, | have risen to make some, few
comments and contributions on i
important Motion.

First of all, | want to commenc the
Leader of this House who is the Mover of
the Motion. However, | wish to state that
the Calendar we are about to pass is a
means to an end and not an end itself. We
now have a focus; we can now know that if
we follow it to the letter, we are going to
fulfill our Constitutional requirements.

However, a lot still needs to be done
because at any legislative sitting, we need to
do one or two business. | want to call on the
Leader as the Chairman of Rules and
Business Committee to match this sitting
davs with businesses so that each day. will
come up with a calendar so as to hel
know the things we are going to disct’:
these sitting days, because if we ent:. the
Chambers and adjourn, [ do not see it a
sitting. So, by the time we bring out ...
business calendar and match it with this
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sitting calenda  ve would have gone a long
way in ensur... that we achieve a lot.
Thank you.

.. Mr Speak¢ | thank the hon. Member
for Awgu N_ h (Mr Enebe) for that
comment. In as much as I agree with him,
the Leader would require the hon. Members
effort and support because we cannot just
come into the Zhamber without making
input. So | an. appealing to all the hon.
Members to work very hard to enable the
House achieve ~rmething whenever we are
in the Chambe (hank you.

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Thank
you, Mr Speaker, Sir. May | commend the
Mover of the Motion; I completely align
myself to the contributions of the last
speaker. This Motion is very much in order.
I therefore move that the Question be now
put.

Question, That the Question he now pul,
put and agreed to.

Main Question put and agreed to.

Resolved: That this honourable House
do approve the sitting calendar for
2004/2005 Second Session of the Enugu
State Third House of Assembly.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Meeting

Mr Speaker The House Committee on
Economic Dev »pment, Civil Service and
Labour Matters will meet as follows:

Date: Wednesday 23" June, 2004; Time
10 a.m.
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Venue: Chairman’s Officer (Room 02)
Enugu State House of Assembly. Kindly be
punctuai. e

Signed:
Hon. A. C. Nnadi
Chairman

Committee Inauguration

I want to make an appeal, if you know
that your Committee has not been
inaugurated, please kindly inaugurate the
Committee.

(i) I will never assign a function or
duties to any Committee that has
not been inaugurated.

(i1) Whatever the Committee does is

illegal, because it has not heen
inaugurated. It is very
unfair that after three n
some Members have not .een
able to  inaugurate  ‘heir
Committees. Please endeavour
to inaugurate your Committee so
that if | have any assignment to
give to any Committee | can
joyfully do so.

Pigeon-Holes

I can also observe this morning that
some of the hon. Members were not making
use of their Pigeon-holes because | saw
some hon. Members asking for Order Paper
and the Votes and Proceedings. These
Papers were kept inside hon. Members
respective pigeon-holes and they can &’ s
go their and pick their Papers. This isi ery
easy because before hon. Members ‘ome
into ihe Chamber they should go sti:ight
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anr'd collect their Votes and Proceedings
from the Pigeon-holes.

Brief Meeting

+On the rising of the House [ will like to
meet with the members in my office for a
very short time. Thank you.

1y
T

ADJOURNMENT

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may | move
that this honourable House do now adjourn
until 10 a.m. on Thursday 24" June, 2004,
Thank you, Sir.

Whereupon the hon. Member for Enugu
North (Mr Onoh), walked in and stood up
Jor recognition.

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for
Enugu North (Mr Onoh) should please sit
down. (Prolonged laughter).

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I want to Second the Motion
for adjournment.

Mr Speaker: What does the hon.
Member know that transpired on the Floor
of the House that he wants to second the
Motion for adjournment? The House is
about to adjourn and the hon. Member (Mr
Onoh) arrives and wants to Second the
Motion. (Laughter).

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker,
Sir, 1 have risen to Second the Motion for
adjournment as moved by the Leader of the
House. Thank you, Sir.

Question put and agreed (0.
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Resolved: That the House do
adjourn till Thursday, 24" June, 2004 ¢
a.m. prompt.

Adjourned accordingly at 10.55 a.m.

TTW
0
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
ENUGU ST . "E OF NIGERIA
Thursday, 24" June, 2004

The House met at 10 a.m.

PRAYERS
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND
PROCEEDINGS

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
our Votes and Proceedings, No. 6 of
Tuesday, 22" day of June, 2004 are before
us. I have gone through them and I found
them to be correct. However, | need your
comments. Thank you.

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr
Speaker, | have equally gone through the
Votes and Proceedings and | found them to
be correct. I, therefore, move for the
adoption.

Mr C. O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr
Speaker, | have risen to second the Motion
for the adoption of our last Votes and
Proceedings as moved by the hon. Member
for Nsukka East (Mr Amu).

Question put and agreed (o.

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 22"
June, 2004 accordingly adopted.

PRESENTATION OF A BILL

THE ENUGU STATE WASTE
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY BILL
NO. 8, 2004

A Bill for a Law to Dissolve the
Enugu State Environmental
protection Agency and to Establish
the Enugu State Waste
Management Authority and f*her
related matters connected ther ~ ith
— presented by the Leader, Mr
Anichukwy) read for the Firs rime
and referred to Committee on
Environmental Management,
Petroleum Resources and Judiciary,
Public  petitions, Ethics and
Privileges.

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,
the Committee, is given two weeks to report
out.

I wish to appeal to the Committee to try
as much as possible to turn out their Report
as announced. Thank you.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Inauguration Meeting

Mr Speaker: There will be an inaugural
meeting of the House Committee on
Information as follows: Friday, 25" June
2004, at 10 a.m. prompt in the Chairman’s
office, room 109. The Chief guest of honour
is the Rt. hon. Speaker Enugu State House
of Assembly. Members should endeavour to
attend and on time.
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Please, remember that [ said earlier that
hon. Members should not go. I am yet to
collect the forms which 1 hinted you of
yesterday. Do not go, just hang on. The
only persons 1 excused to go out are the
Chairman and Members of House Services
Committee. They have a function
somewhere. They will go and come back
immediately. You have to stay and fill the
forms so that they can be sent back to the
appropriate authorities, latest tomorrow or
Saturday, please.

ADJOURNMENT

Leader (Mr Anichulovu): Mr Speaker,
Sir, may I move that this honourable House
do now adjourn until 10 a.m. on Tuesday,
the 29" day of June 2004. Thank you.

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Thank you,
Mr Speaker. | rise to second the Motion for
adjournment and in doing that, I wish to
appeal to Members of the Information
Committee  to  please attend  this
inauguration on time and also to extend the
invitation to every other hon. Member,
because this inauguration of the Committee
is going to be a kind of celebration of a
successful First Session of this House of
Assembly. We are inviting virtually every
Pressman operating in Enugu State and our
PRO has done a very good job. He has
outlined all the Bills and all Motions we
have passed and so it will be very good if
you can make out time to be part of the
success of the House.

God bless you as you come there
tomorrow.

Question put and agreed (0.
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Resolved: That this honourable House
do now adjourn till Tuesday, 29" June,
2004 at 10 a.m.

Adjourned accordingly at 11.13 a.m.

é’i;
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HOUSE O ASSEMBLY
ENUGU ST E OF NIGERIA
i Tuesday, " .June, 2004
(The Hous 1etat 10 am.)
PF YERS
R}
(Mr Speal in the Chair)
APPROVAL F VOTES AND
PRO( EDINGS

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,

our Votes and Proceedings No.

7 of

Thursday, 24" Jur- 2004, are before the

House. [ have gc
found them to be c
your comments. T

Deputy Leade
you, Mr Speaker
through the Votes
have an observatiol
sentence. We said 1
to the Joint Con
within two weeks, 1

week, we said with...

Mr Speaker: 1
at-Arms  should

observation has bee ..

Mr F. Amu’
Speaker, I have ris
that the Votes and |

Question put an

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 24

through them and |
ect. However, [ call for
1k you.

(Mr Anikwe): Thank
[ have equally gone
nd Proceedings and 1
» make on No. 8 of last
t we committed the Bill
ittees Lo report back
did not say within one

‘wo weeks.

it is correct. Sergeant-

ase take note. The
well taken care of.
(Nsukka East): Mr

to second the Motion
ceedings be adopted.
igreed (o.

th

June, 2004 accordingly adopted.

ORDER OF THE DAY

THE ENUGU STATE WASTE -
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY BILL
NO. 8, 2004

A Bill for a Law to Dissol: ~ the
Enugu State Environ :ntal
Protection Agencv and to Es. blish
the Enugu State Waste Manageinent
Authority and Other related matters
connected therewith

(Order for Second Reading Read)

Leader: Mr Speaker, | have risen to give
the detailed highlight of the contents of this
Bill before this honourable House. Recently
a similar Bill was brought into this House
under the name Enugu State Environmental
Protection Agency but it has now been given
the name Enugu State Waste Management
Authority.

Mr Speaker, | feel this is as a resti of a
lot of considerations given to Enugu S e by
the State Government. [n the past, . nugu
State was a model: a model in terms of its
beauty, a model in terms of hospitality which
is still existing up till now, and a model in
terms of environmental cleanliness. The
surroundings of Enugu was an example in
the whole city and even beyond. Mr
Speaker, it is in pursuant of that beauty in
Enugu State that this Bill has once again
been introduced with full authority for the
purpose of maintaining the cleanliness that
Enugu is know for.

It is a common knowledge in Enugu State
that a lot of factors have militated against

guilty - but there are some people wl .
have the spirit to maintain cleanliness »ut a
good number of the citizens in Enugu State
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pay. little or no attention to the nature of
ecstasy to which Enugu is known. It is
not§wonthy that the Bill now highlights
some of the objectives and functions of the
Authbrity which after due implementation,
will restore Enugu State to its lost Glory.

Some of the problems which this Bill
seelst to address is the issue of road
obstruction. In Enugu, except recently that
the Government of Enugu State has tried to
dualize the major streets, if you go through
the area particularly the suburbs like
Abakpa, Emene, ete, you find out that they
have single-carriage, way dual one. The road
is narrow and due to the careless attitude of
our people they just dump refuse along the
road. If one does not ook properly, one will
discover that one’s tire is either punctured or
that one is thrown down by the crumps not
well placed by the road side.

Mr  Speaker, Enugu State has been
having an insurmountable problem of Waste
Management. [t is not the question of
bringing out the dust-bin from their places;
it is not the question of taking the Waste to
either designated or undesignated points that
is the issue. Sometimes all those points are
not properly taken care of because when you
dump them, it takes many weeks, if not
months, for the former ENSEPA (Enugu
State Environmental Protection Agency) to
come and evacuate them.

Now, this Bill is introducing scientific
way of Waste Management in the form of
recycling. 1 think it is the sole aim of this
Bill. The Lagos State Government has that
system. So, we should introduce that system
whereby we throw out refuse and the
Authority will come and collect the refuse
and go and recycle it in such a way that a
recycled dust-bin can never constitute a
problem any more. This Bill has taken care
of that and I believe it is going to improve
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environmental development. This / thority
(Enugu  State  Environmental  Waste
Management  Authority) now .o the

authority to act according to tl.. “State
Agency’s guideline. i

Mr Speaker, it is a common knov ' i 2 in
Enugu State that some of the inhabi... :: say
that, after all, they are not to be bla~ ¥, are
they going to dump the dust-bin ...-their
heads. An individual may have ought
empty plots of land about twenty ye 3 ago,
and because they are not yet develc, :d the
inhabitations have no alternative than to use
the undeveloped land to dump refuse.

Now, we will say who will ever allow
such type of plot not be properly tal  care
of? It is either developed or fenced = make
sure that the plots which are me_.t for

human inhabitation is not turned into a
dumping ground or an obstruction in Enugu
State. The commuters in the com :rcial
vehicles constitute a big problem ,.;f*this
matter.  Sometimes  the  drivers,’:; the
conductors even the passengers ‘“after
drinking the sachet water or whatev they
call it or eating a common local nu :ious

food — okpa or banana — they just thi. ./ the
waste on the road. They do not ever "now
that Enugu State is a clean State. Soir  mes
when the car is moving they will even _.aash
water on the people passing by.

Mr Speaker, I think the passage of this
Bill will bring a stop to such behavi~~ by
the people in Enugu and the people v...ting
Enugu will know that Enugu has a standard
in clean environment.

This Bill like | have said is very
comprehensive. It is a common pract2 in
Enugu State that when one tal:,
environment it is not only the groi: 4, it
invoives wall; it involves living pla =s; it
involves wherever human beings can pass
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scattered all o'~ the road in the process of
evacuation to  signated points is stopped.
This is nc ed particularly  during
Harmattan. T, scientific equipment that is
going to be u 1 by the Authority should
ensure that the efuse is properly collected
carefully enve »ed, and deposited at the
point it is sup; ed to be so that at the end
of the day, t  possibility of the refuse
scattering will ot be there again. Being
human beings, know there must be some
people who [ always have negative
interpretation ¢ 1e Bill.

The Sanite**~»n day
checks on the
court to judge
place. This is
who is arreste
police offering
and is releast
offenders will
there is Zonal
Zones. The ofi
found guilty he

involves serious
itizens because a mobile
+ offender is to be put in
t the issue of an offender
and handed over to the
>me money to the police
This time around, the
arrested on the spot and
dbile Courts designated in
der will be tried there, if
11 be punished on the spot.

Mr Speaker his problem involves the
whole Nation. n the issue of money or
impersonation ~ * the personnel of this

Authority, thic Bill has been carefully
designed. The _perators or the Authority
also has the "Taws guiding them. The
common report /e have been getting has
been, if for ample, one is to pay
NI1,000.00 fora :arto ENSEPA, Mr ‘A’ is
asked to pay an ollect the money and give
you receipt. Af  two months Mr ‘B’ will
still come for : some purpose and the
masses have t n complaining. But this
time around 1 :  very happy that a good
Law is the maki.... If you are impersonating
in the name of erving the Authority and
your action is  ‘estigated and it is found
that you are gui , Mr Speaker, whether he
is a Managing  ‘ector or under Managing
Director, the pe1  n is in trouble.

Enugu State House of Ass2mbly Debates
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On the flimsy reasons that there is no
money to buy trucks or buy tyres. this
Aurhority is to make provisions for them. It

w''' raise some money to maintain itself —
p¢ ts workers, and maintain its equipments.
A. ..ast, let the good people of Enugu State

know that whatever they are paying for they
arc -tting good results. Mr Speaker, | know
if you allow me I can probably talk on the
Biil for two hours tecause the merits are
inrmerable and [ believe that the taﬁe of
the pudding is in the eating. Afte:%due
consideration by the kon. Members, a:# " it is
put in use, then the good people of “nugu
State will know that this honourable +iouse
has not disappointed them, that we are
repcesenting them well and taking good
de<’~*ons, about their welfare. They are there
wa...ing all our actions and utterances to
know whether we are actually doing what
tliey sent us to do or not. I am however,
proud to say that we are doing so. By the
time we have deliberated on this Bill and it
is passed and put into use, I assure you, Mr
Speaker, that this honourable House would
have satisfied its existence and Enugu State
people will be proud to say: To God Be the
Glory. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

D --uty Speaker: Mr Speaker, ave

only ome to appreciate two fact % as
ensir  ed in the Bill. One, we will rec | that
the 1 mer Agency under the name ..nugu

State Environmental Protection Agency was
created with a sole administrator. The
General Manager is all and all; he has no
Board Members and nobody to checkmate
him. He was there alone doing everything
pleasing to him.

But with the establishment of this Bill, if
this honourable House gives due passage to
it, then the Management Board of this Waste
Management Authority will be established.
This Board will be composed of the
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tl]l'&ngh and where human eyes can see. This
Bill takes care of any attempt by any
individual to deface the environment in
Enugu. The question of disposing waste
indiscriminately has to stop permanently.
The issue of posters being placed all over
the place will be controlled. People must use
strategic points; it depends on what one
wants to advertise. One does not just go
alolﬂg. the way, pick any paper, use gum or
whatever you call it, and put it on the wall
thereby defacing every place.

Mr Speaker, | am very happy to
announce that good laws are made in Enugu
State because when you go to some major
roads like Agbani Road, Gariki, Abakpa and
even markets, in fact they even mentioned
all major roads to find out and make sure
that kiosks are not scattered indiscriminately
and when [ say market, | mean people who
bring tables and drop them on the road and
put on them bananas, vegetables, okro,
oranges, etc. Sometimes in the past there
used to be the ugly incident of abandoning
vehicles on the roads. Some people said it
was because of bad economy. They could
not get the vehicles repaired and put on the
road and there was no money to put the
brake in order and so on and so forth.

So, this Bill seems to make it mandatory
for the citizens of Enugu State tc first of all
consider life because life is precious; life is
God’s gift and should not be toyed with.
One of the cardinal objectives of Enugu
State Government is to make surz that lives
and properties of the citizens are protected.

The issue of littering of refuse
indiscriminately  along  the  junctions
specifically at the main roads will be
properly taken care of by the Agency and
also make sure that people confine
themselves to the authorized places for
market purposes. There is really a place for
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everything at a particular time. Ther
be no mini markets along the roads " oad
junctions, as these constitute road ha s,

Mr Speaker, you can agree with e that
ecological problem is a serious  >blem
wherever it occurs and | would n want
Enugu State to witness the kind of osion
‘menace in Nanka, Agulu, and other  zes. It

was as a result of that, that Enugu S*~*e had
to sustain a very big loss sometime ag..when
they were forced to repair Inyaba bri~~e and

the bridge along Abakpa .. wards
Expressway.

So, some man-made create proble s like
Car Wash, contribute a lot of prob ns in
Enugu State. It is virtually in ever treet,

sh.
e

and cvery corner is turned into a Car
Although some of the citizens mak:
fiving through this Car Wash, it ha > be
done at places authorized by this :ncy
because a stitch in time saves nin¢  am
happy that this Authority has now g ered
full power to make sure that all hand: 2 on
deck to make Enugu State a living p...e for
her citizens.

The most important one among the..., Mr
Speaker, is the re-introduction of Saration
day, that is clean-up-exercise. On tt  day
we clean the street, we clea  the
environment, we clean our houses ana we
clean ourselves. There was a time Sar  tion
days were introduced in Enugu State : 1 we
were all witnesses to the effect ., the
environment of Enugu State. Once in,
this Bill seeks to re-introduce Sanita“i"a in
Enugu State for the purpose of keepi~~ our
environment clean. When [ say enviro  ent,
it is not the question of introducing a
programme that is the problem; the pr~-lem
is making sure that the program is
effective. [t is to that effect that this B has
to make sure that the usual practice  the
refuse being blown off by breez and
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to this very important Bill which talks about
Waste Management and Sanitation.

There is no doubt that man cannot live
effectively without taking care of his
environment and we have been operating
other'laws that have been taking care of our
environment, but for the reasons which my
hon. Colleagues have given which gave
birth to this Bill, it has become important to
substitute this law with this present Bill. So,
I support the Bill in all its ramifications.

Mr Speaker, permit me also to make few
inputs because | may not have the privilege
of contributing at Committee stage. | agree
with the last speaker, the Deputy Leader of
the House, who said that in appointing the
managing Director, the Governor need not
wait for the recommendation from the
Ministry, he should do it straight away
because this is a parastatal just like State
Primary Education Board in the Ministry of
Education, Post Primary Schools
Management Board in the Ministry of
Education or Enugu State University of
Science and Technology in the Ministry of
Education.

While appointing the Chief Executives of
these parastatals, the Governor never needed
to go through the relevant Ministries. He
does it with his own wisdom and a given
criteria for such appointment. So, | feel, this
should not be an isolated case. So, as it is a
parastatal  under that Ministry, the
appointment of chief executives there should
be like that of other parastatals.

Mr Speaker, [ also wish to request my
other hon. Colleagues to look at the title of
this Bill critically, and note that the intention
of this Bill actually is to take care of the
environment or sanitation, and in giving this
Bill title the word Environment or Sanilation
was completely avoided. If we go to the
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definition of waste by Lc
of Contemporary English, e first defidition
there defined waste as wr unted materials,
unwanlied materials or svhelances thal are
left after one has used son hing.

:man_Dictionary

that; if ir
Id waste. "t is
vaste. If w. look

It went further to sta
the ideas to recycle house
the dictionary definition ¢
at this Bill, i. .poke more or I s of
environment and sanit~*on.  The same
dictionary defined envirc..nent as rhe uir,
water and lund in which - ple, unimals and
plants live. It went fur 2 to say what
education is needed > protect the
environment.

If we come to the Bil tself, we Jook at
the interpretation, that is ~~t I, Section I, it
defined: Appropriate aut, ity means other
authorities established by 1y law, enforced
and charged by environm...tal protection. 1t
went further again to sar- 4uthority means
Enugu State Wuaste Mari ement Authority
estublished hy this lew. T...n we ook ¥ (he
second page on interpretation; it -
Commissioner  means — Commission
charge of matters relating 1o enviro., nent.
Then under interpretatic  again, it says:
Court means the enviro  enlal protection
court referred to in Sect 1 30 of this law
Then at page 3 again of ... interpretation, it
says: Ministry means the Ministry in charge
of matters relating to envi--nment.

i

Then, if we go to Scoidon 5 where the
functions of this envisage Authority should
have been enumerated; wm at page five,
Functions of the Authorii  Sub-section | (a-
d) talked about wausre, ile (e) dwelt on
environment. If you go  sections 22-25

starting  from  sanituii day 1o, the
punishments, you will <o that eve “hing
there is talking about ¢~ ironment. -*-hen

you go to offences, it tal 1 in details ibout
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Chairman, the General Management, and
SOIT technocrats drawn from other
Mir....ries like Permanent Secretary, Works;
perr~~nent Secretary, Establishment;
Peri _nent Secretary, Utilities. These people
and other chief executives that may have to
 be considered based on their abilities, will

con’ hute effectively to environmental
mar...ement. So, this Bill will actually go a
long vay to expose the ingenuity of waste
management and we will not be
disappointed.

Mr Speaker, having observed this, [ may
equally comment on the issue of
particularly, the Chairman and the General
Manager, to be recommencded by the
Ministry; 1 have observation there. 1 will
rath~~ prefer where His Excellency will be
give 1 free hand based on his ingenuity to
appuint, without necessarily waiting for the
Ministry’s recommendation.

I ther words, if the Ministry goes up to
reco...nend, one will eventually discover
that some people who are the Ministry
adm’~-rs may equally need it. I am of the

opir 1 that a powerful representation be
soug from the mother Ministry. The
Gov or will be given a free hand to

appc..t the Chairman and the General
Mar~~er without needing any
reco mnendation from the Ministry.

Mr Speaker there is another point |
would also like to make which will attract
the r*=ntion of the generality of the people
of E...gu State. We believe that cleanliness
is next to Godliness, and a healthy person is
a wealthy person. On this strength, there is
nothing to compare with human life. The
preciousness of human life cannot be

quar*‘ied by any other means.
N Speaker, | believe that with the
reint Juction of sanitation day every last
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Saturday of the month, we are actually. /ing
1o re-awaken the consciousness of ind™ .dual
cleanliness and environmental clean. ness.
The whole world still revolve on aspect of
environment, we have the physical
environment, we have the social
environment and we have the financial
environment. These are the environments
that go a long way to at least condition life in
a way that everyone of us will actually
appreciate it if appropriately carried and
implemented.

So, this reintroduction will equally go a
long way to now even disseminate to other
areas of sanitation like we used to have
sanitary workers. With the reintroduction of
sanitation day we will recall that — w*"" we
believe that Military government is r  an
aberration, but a lot of kudos shoula o to
the then leadership of General Buha ™ and
Idiagbon on the introduction of sanitation
day. Even if nothing happens, you should
know that every last Saturday, of the month,
one should clean up himself. We also believe
that a lot of infections and diseases arc
equally contacted by these filthy areas and
environment.

| also believe that with the reintroduction
of sanitation day, last Saturday of the month,
Enugu state will come to appreciate the
value of maintenance culture, we will come
to appreciaze the value of human dignity; we

will equally come to appreciate the value of

human life, which has no replaceme s On
these few points, | believe that this = sate
will not be concluded today; we ar only
introducing the debate upon whic. my

Colleagues will give this all-important Bill
due consideration and due passage. | beg to
rest my speech. Thank you.

Mr M.O. Onyeze (Igboeze North 1): Mr
Speaker, Sir, [ have risen to give my support
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Mr Spe~'-=r, Sir, | want also to state that

the power given to the staff of this
envisaged  uthority should be done with
care. Som of us had a bitter experience

with the pe
they came

Agency, there was an occasion
> somebody’s house and the

person wa: ot willing to pay any money; in
fact he he no money because they were
looking fo ne thousand Naira. What they
did was to llect a child from that place and

put the ch  in the bus and ran away with
the child. © s was what the past Agency did
and most ...1. Members were aware of this
incident because it took place at Abakpa,
here in Enugu.

Pages 19, Section 27 (1), says Offences
Relating to staff of the Authority eltc:

A mem’ ‘r of staff of the Authority, or

any per n authorized by the Authority (o

carry ¢ . any of its functions under this

law shall in the execution of his duties

have power (o: '

(a) enler into any premises between
the hours of six in the forenoon
and six in the evening for the

purpose of inspection, issuing of

notices, — arresting  offenders,
seizing of any goods, items or
vehicles confiscating, auctioning,
abating any nuisance, etc.

So whe you give such powers to people
that are nc roperly trained to exercise such
powers, sc...2 of the touts, after drinking in a
beer parlour, can decide to take a walk. They
will start entering people’s houses and start
to arrest th~m. | believe that while they are
doing this ype of arrests, they should go
either with a policeman or any trained
officer so that they do not go to perform
their duties under the influence of alcohol.

You know that most professionals, once
they are influenced by alcohol or whatever,
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what they are sent out to do is different from
their actual practice in the field. \

So, | believe that the staff of‘_b this
envisaged Authority should not havA*uch
outrageous or elastic powers, wheret * hey
can do whatever they like when they ¢ - into
the field, especially when it extend, .to 6
o’clock in the evening,.

One more observation, Sir! If you turn
again at page 6, Powers of the Authority. If
you look at Section 6, (1),

The Authority shall have powers o
do anything, which in its opinion is
caleulated 10 facilitate the carrying
out of its functions wunder this law

including — without  limiting  the
generality of the following, the
power.

I am referring to (b): (o purchase or -
otherwise acquire or take ove il or
any of the assets, bu . ess,
properties,  privileges,  cor -acls,
rights, obligations and liabili.;es of
any other company, firm or person
in  furtherance of any business
engaged in by the Authority.

- This now means that if you are sitting in
your house and they need your vehicle, they
can come and take it. (Laughter). And if you
have fuel and they do not have fuel, they can
come and take your fuel, because they want
to do their work. They can even come and
conscript people from their house. | think
that this Bill is so ambiguous in some
aspects. | therefore appeal to those who will
have the authority to look into the detqj‘ls, to
do a lot of work so that it will take /"2 of
the masses like myself. Because we -% 2 in
the House today; it may not catch i ., but
after, if we go back to the village, . may
catch us.
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the court. Sections 30 — 35 talked about
environmental protections court.

So if one looks at this Bill, it is not
actually focusing on environment. It did not
offer ideas on how to manage wastes. So |
am appealing to the Committee Members
and all the people that may be concerned in
the final panel-beating of this Bill to
incorporate the concept of environment
which is the main intention of the Bill,
because if you talk about this Bill without
talking about environmental sanitation, it
means you have denied it its proper title. It
means you are telling a soldier to do the
work of a policeman, or telling a teacher to
do the work of a medical doctor. That part of
waste  management is a  welcome
development; it is an innovative concept in
our economy. While we can manage it we
have to incorporate either sanitation or
environment as a part of this Bill. This is my
first observation, Mr Speaker.

The other observation is on the issue of
charges, that is, what the schools or
manufacturing  outfits  or  small-scale
business organisations are required to pay
compulsorily to this Authority. Enugu State
has been known to be an investor friendly
State, and this has been a State that has been
talking about poverty eradication or poverty
reduction  through encouraging school
feavers to establish small scale industries. [f
one looks at the envisaged charges by this
Authority as contained in this Bill, one
would observe that page twenty six
schedules 1 26()), is talking about something
like candles and wax. Somebody who leaves
~ school and goes to a bank to borrow money
to start a small scale business is required to
pay this Authority the sum of thirty six
thousand Naira. This same person is also
expected to pay business premises Bills and
other levies. Assuming the fellow borrowed
one hundred thousand Naira from the bank,
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what will be left for him for survival of |
business? I think the plight of the massc
and that of the beginners must be taken in
consideration while approving these fees
charges because it may turn out to be
boomerang where people who ha.
borrowed money from the bank to start sme!!
scale business are chased out of the bugine..
by this type of Authority. I am not % ing

that they should not contribute but it - Huld
be minimal.
There are some other very loos

descriptions of what they call category 1.

and 3, at page 27 where the Bill is talkin

about construction companies, they say bi~
construction companies, medium, small, it

in (n). In (o) the Bill talked about Brewerie

Bottling Companies. They say categories |

2, and 3 without saying what makes categor
one different from category 2 or 3. The
should tell the House what makes
particular Brewery category | or 2 so tha
they do not start making flexible Rules wheu,
they get into the field to collect this money
They may through Public Relations or sc
convert category into category 3 or yo' nee
another person you take thirty the .anc
Naira from him and you meet the nexi
person you take one hundred thousana Naira
from him and we are operating under the
same circumstance. Whatever they have in
mind as categories 1, 2 and 3 should be
made known to the House. Also when you
come to worship centres they say very large,
large, medium, small, | do not know whether
they are talking about the number of people
who attend such worship centres or the size
of the House or the size of the space of land.
All these should change because when we
are making these laws it should not be
ambiguous. They should be very clear so
that it will be applied to all person under the
same condition.

Y8y
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Finally, Sir, they defined urban cities in
the citation but in thi~ connection they did
not define rural areas f you go to my own
rural community, yo will see a restaurant
with only 28 seats, b the business turn-out
may not be up to N 30.00 profit a week.
So if they are talkii., about charges there
should be discriminatory charges, for those
areas they have desched as urban areas as
against the rural  wellers, because a
restaurant in my pla is not worth a kiosk
here. And maybe yo :olfect N14,000.00 or
N60,000.00  from ;omebody who is
managing a restaura.. with 20 tables. What
is the quality of the food? Who are the
people who go to eat in such a restaurant?
So 1 think, in mak‘~~ these charges, there
should be some dis_. minations so that the
business people at the rural areas can
survive, They do r~* manage the business
with equal capital ...th those in the urban
cities which this Bil  roperly defines.

With this, Mr Sp~nker, I support this Bill
and [ pray the hoi..arable House to work
hard and bring it in a very beautiful form so
that everybody wi'' feel protected. Thank
you.

Mr Speaker: Please, let me make a
request. If you ar not a Member of the
Committee that is l...adling this Bill, and you
have something w"*=h you think should be
done, please put it u. writing and forward it
to the Committee.

Mr C. Eneb. (Awgu North): Mr
Speaker, 1 have risen to contribute to the
debate on this all-important Bill. First of all,
when | got this B™"" something occurred to
me. | said, to dJissolve ENSEPA and
establish Enugu State Waste Management
Authority. Well, -~ most important thing is
the content of thi 3ill, not even the name
and how it is ¢ g to be implemented.
Before | continue, | frown at the situation

768

" obar
1536

where Bills are passed and they end up being
k-~ laws, like the issue of the okada. It is
.. actised in the rural areas. It is m?%;y in
the .. wnship and up till now, nobo ' has
been convicted on that offence becalr ™ the
people who are supposed to arre:” and
convict them are not doing their jobs. o, |
hope that by the time we pass this bill, they
will be able to do their job properly.

Let me start by saying that cleanliness is
next to Godliness. We can ensure that we
have a clean environment in our big cities
and in the rural areas. | say this because if
you look at our environment today, a lot of
wastes are littered everywhere without
anybody taking care of those wastes. It is not
like this in other advanced countries. We
have to ensure that a lot of our wastes aye not
made the sole job of the Authority to be
established. It has to involve everybndy,
both those in the rural areas and those. |- the
urban areas. If we do not look at th - ural
setting properly because of the rural irban
migration, those who will migrate fro... the
rural areas to the urban centres will
eventually create much waste, even those in
the urban areas have been accustomed to
waste management. Because these things are
utopia and they are alien to them. So | am
saying that when this Authority is
established, they should have outposts in
every rural area.

Mr Speaker, when | was going through
this Bill, when I got to Section 18(1) h, | was
not comfortable with that section. The issue
c* ~recting houses and such like activities
s...dld not be part of the work of.this
Authority. They will leave their 7 ary
functions which is waste manager . t to
pursue people who have money, w' » are
building houses. That is the implicatio... We
have urban and Region Planning outlets who
will take care of those who are building
houses in wrong places. 1 think that at the
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end of the day, it will be necessary to
expu‘rrge that Section for clarity sake.
1

details of waste management that are not
incorporated in this Bill. One of such is the
issue of transport. In advanced countries,
what they do is that beside your seat in
every(\/] bus, they place about 10 cellophane
bags Iby your sides. Those cellophane bags
are for waste disposal. If you eat something,

if you drink pure water or anything, you,

open one of the bags and put it. When it is
full, you keep it on the ground. By the time
the bus stops the conductors will pack these
things and dispose them. But down here, it is
not done so. If somebody is inside the bus
and throws waste outside, is it the person
standing on the ground that will hold him?
Or will you use your own vehicle to start
pursuing him. So by the time you enter the
bus and the bus does not have waste paper
facilities, either the driver the conductor, or
the owner, will be held responsible
depending on how you want to operate it. |
am still saying that most of the wastes we
see along the streets are those thrown out
from the buses and these buses must be
made to have waste disposal baskets inside
their buses.

I equally want to ask that in the Bill we
should introduce waste management
Committee in every street because it is the
people who are in these streets that are
creating the wastes. If we constitute the
committees there, these people will be able
to organize themselves.

If it is done and the census of the
authority in these streets is taken, it will be
easy to know who and who are dropping
these wastes. If we don’t have them, by the
time the Authority comes the next day the
roads would have been closed and there is
no other way to ask questions.
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Mr Speaker, 1 equally want to re.._t on
the issue of Appointment. | for one am of the
opinion that the way it is in this ™Il is
proper because as an Authority that is nder
a Ministry, it will not be prop  for
Government to go and appoint son..oody
without recourse to the Ministry. W= all
know that in Government, appointn._at is
done according to profession and th#h-t is
not something that the Governor will =~ ept.
For some time now in the history .- this
present administration, the issue has b 'n on
due process and I think this is one 0 1em.
The MD should report to the Commis<ianer,

Commissioner to the Governor. Thar ; the
chain of command. If you app "1t a
Commissioner and a managing directc  they
try to break the chain. The MD may ¢ imes
place himself about the Commissioner hich
is not proper. It is against the process hich

we are preaching in this House.

Now let me talk about charges. Because
of inflation, it will not be proper t have
stated charges attached to this Bill, because
Thirty-six Thousand Naira may be money
today, but tomorrow it may not be l’f‘%”]ey.
Why not say that the Authority uld
forward the charges to the Hou for
approval from time to time so that w' -ever

they are doing will be in tune with th  rend
of things at that present period. If : fix
thirty-six thousand Naira and if in iture

inflation affects it and it is no longer
adequate amount, it will be meaningless. So,
if we remove this charge of thiy-six
thousand Naira from the Bill or apprc : this
one and make it as it will be changeable with
time so that it will not be static arrangement,
I think it will make more meaning.

Let me talk about staff. We are g 1g to
have inspectors, we are going to have ~nurts,
etc. We have to look at the master pla How
prepared are we in terms of training? p‘ we
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know the met~~1? We really need to go in

search of law

we go into op

functions that

think, while

necessary we

the necessary 1
i o

The issue
being ambiguc
is the function
people who se
might have s
issue of cate
Leader will ha
expect him tc
feasibility stud
who will now
and come up
meaningful.

I want to t
centres. In this
been charged
have to investi
find out wheth
not. If they are
create some so1
look at it critice
Thank you.

Chief Whij
have risen to
regards the sub
Mr  Speaker,
justification as
Waste Managei
to replace th
Environmental
Speaker, the f
Enugu  State
Agency which
before this final
to have a lot ¢
confusions ster
you talk of envi

go into operation and once
ition one must not perform
1e is not trained for. So, |
are working on this, it is
k at how we train to have
ipower to do this job.

some aspect of the Bill
has to be addressed. This
the Committee because the
‘hi~ Bill through the Leader
et..ag in mind. Like the
izing the Breweries, the
do more job on that. [ will
o proper job by way of
nd try to engage an expert
ik at it properly, criticize it
th something that is very

. on the issue of worship
untry today, they have not
ything. In doing this we
¢ individual churches and
they are making money or
1arged some money it will
f problem for us. So, let us
" to know how to handle it.

‘Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, |
are my own feelings as
t matter under discussion.
have to give my own
> why the Enugu State
nt Authority can be used
previous Enugu State
'rotection  Agency. Mr
vious Edict of 1999 of
nvironmental  Protection
s later amended into law
uill came on board appears
sonfusions inside it. The
from the fact that when
iment you have to talk of
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ai  ollution, you have to talk of water
poiution, and you have to talk of land
poliution. This Bill at its inception appears to
interfere with the function of Ministry of
Lands and also the Town Planning, though
the intention of framing the Bill as at then
was not really so.

hey also appear to conflict with the
Enugu State Water Board, and it is just that [
do ~ot think they have the technological
kn_..-how into air space, otherwise they
w1 have been somewhere there trying to
Meaage air pollution.

Therefore, it is my humble wish t+*2tate
that Enugu State Waste Manag ent
Authority in the context for which this ill is
meant for, will serve us well.

If you watch, Mr Speaker, in Section 7,
there is provision for the Authority to
establish some departments and these
departments include Solid Waste, Liquid
Waste, Technical Services,
Personnel/Administration,  Finance  and
Legal/Enforcement. And particularly | am
inte ted in (a) to (c). The Solid Waste
appears to define situations where there.is a
considerable or tangible waste products as in
the case of the disposal of refuse. When you
talk of Water-ways as the case of sea
mariners and sear. Protection Agency Waste
as is obtainable in a high Mediterrane: "%
or rather oceans where seas can apply. '

Then the issue of Technical St vices
appears to be technical in the sense that
managing air pollution really need technical
approach to it. Therefore, Mr Speaker, the
previous title of the Bill .is very, very
omnibus and this caption as it is, appears to
be restrictive and really out of the point.

Mr Speaker, 1 have some observations to
make in the Bill, there appears to be a lot of
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Section appears to be slippery, because, one
Managing Director can come and
concentrate on the promotion of staff, while
o*hars might be promoting others arbitrarily.
S 'here has to be a Committee to look into
this, or they will be confined to the Civil
Setvice Rule. The power here is some-how
teljii'pting.

VIr Speaker, I would urge you to urge the
Committee to really look into the estimates
projected for the people to pay. Can you
imagine that a Watch Repairer who perhaps
c~ld not even get a job for a single day will
b neant to pay N1,200.00. There has to be
a formular unto which this very estimate is
tc e assessed. You don’t just close your
eyes and begin to marshal out money so that
p~~ple will pay at the end of the day. So, the
C_.nmittee really has to look into it. For
ir~tance Air-line Offices, N36,000.00 And
s 1e of these Air-line Offices are merely
svhsidiaries; people who are working in
£.oency capacity of this type Air-line, for
ir~*ance, you see Companies like Luftansa
a.... you see something like Erute in Ogui
R -~d; these are people who are struggling to
s rve, they are not supposed to pay the
s_...e thing. Moreover, there has to be an
assessment flowing from the professional
tax, not the income tax this time around. but
the indirect tax being paid by these
¢ panies from which you can now assess
vt they are meant to pay as their
e ironmental levy. You don’t just close
y reyesand you just mention levies.

Finally, Mr Speaker, | have to rally

¢ ment on Section 28 which says that: for
¢ vy contravention of the provisions of this
1 v and every omission to do uny thing
1 uired to be done by or under this Lew, or

any regulation made there under for which
r~ venally is provided, the offender shall he
I e to a fine not less than N2,000.00 or
i....visonment for a term of 3 months. Where
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the oftender is a Corporation, Company or

Sfirm, shall be liable to « fine of N20,000.00.

Mr Speaker, my contention on this is that we
we should not really give any loop-hole to
this very Agency, or even court, and that is
why [ suggested that a Tribunal should be
set-up; the Tribunal should be given terms of
reference. For instance, if you as a
Magistrate is to come and preside, the
Magistrate is coming to preside based gn his
conventional practices. He might noﬂ_‘_m en
have time to look at what we have don = And
even if he has, there is a lot of loope 10les
through which he can easily bend the L. w.

Mr Speaker, finally, I wish to urge you to
really give more time to the Committee,
because this Bill does not appear so easy as
you can see. It is my humble believe that two
weeks is quite too short for the Committee to
do a thorough job here because all the
relevant stake-holders here have to be
invited. They have to make consultations.
Even the Ministries, and the people who sent
the Bill have to come, perhaps. during public
hearing or on other basis to face the
Committee so that we can really get their
view. This is not something you give g fire-
brigade approach in order to just pe
Bill and enact the Law. Thank you.

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu
Speaker, three months is O.K.

North, Mr

Mr Speaker: Well, if by the next two
weeks they couldn’t finish, then we can
extend it to two months as requested by the
hon. Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe)

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, | did not say two

months. What | said was three months.
(Laughier)
Several hon. Members:

Mr Speaker,
three months is O.K.
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indemnified out of the assets of the
Authority  against  uany  liability
incurred by him in defending any
proceeding,  whether  civil  or
criminal, in which judgement is
given in his favour, or in which he is
acquitted, if any such proceeding is
0 brought against him in his capacity
as the Managing Director, or
employee or agent of the Authority.

Mr Speaker, my contention there is that
there is relevant laws that cover
Masters/Servants relationship; there are laws
that cover employment of the people
working in the firm of these government
agencies. But then the issue has been really
said that it will be very very wrong for the
Agency to indemnify the Managing Director
in the course of doing his duties. If he
encounters any problem in the course of
discharging his functions, it is prima facia;
he is not acting in his capacity, he is acting
in the Agency’s capacity, and as such
whatever wrong or good he has done
certainly refers to the Agency. So, in the
case of criminal offence, for instance if for
any reason, in the course of doing his job he
oversteps his bound as to perpetuate a crime,
then the Agency has no power to remove the
shackles off him as to protect him under the
disguise that he is working for the Agency.
So, it is my view that this prov<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>