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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
rd Tuesday. 2 3 March. 200-1 

(The House met of 10 cun.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues. our Votes and Proceedings 
of Tuesday 16th March. 2004 is before 
the House. I have gone through them 
and to the best of my knowledge they 
are correct. However. I need hon. 
Members· comments. 

Mr D. A. Anih (E!lllgu South): Mr 
Speaker. Sir. I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
Tuesday, 16th March. 2004. and have 
found them to be very correct. · I. 
therefore, move a Motion for the 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings. 
Thank you, Sir. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir. I stand to second the 
Motion for the adoption of the Votes 
and Proceedings ofTuesday, March 16th 
2004. Thank you, Sir. 

Question put and Of!.reed to. 

Votes om/ Proceedings of' Tuesday. 
16'" March. 200-1. accordingly adopted. 

" 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

PRESENTATION OF BILL 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT LAW 
AMENDMENT NO.5, BILL 

NO.6, 2004 

A B iII for a Law to Amend the Local 
Government Law 2000, presented by 
the Leader of the House (Mr Ebeny i) 
and read the First time. 

606 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, the Local Government Law 
Amendment No. 5, Bill No. 6, 2004 has 
now being read for the First time. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, now that 
the B iII has been presented to the 
House. may I now move that the Bill be 
read the Second time. Thank you, Sir. 

Deputy (Mr Anikwe): Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. Sir. I rise to Second the 
Motion for the Second reading of the 
Bill as moved by the Leader of the 
House (Mr Ehenyl). Thank you. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Co !leagues, the B iII before this 
honourable House. is the Local 
Government Law amendment No. 5, 
Bill No. 6. 2004. This is a Bill that 
seeks to amend sub-section 3 of Section 
17 of the Local Government Law by 
reducing the tenure of office of the 
Local Government Chairmen and 
Councilors to two years. Mr Speaker, 
hon. Colleagues, before now the tenure 
of oftice of local government Chairmen 
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and Councilors was three years. If this 
· · Bill is passed by the House. it will 

reduce their tenure to two years. 

We are all aware of what happened 
during last year's election. 2003. The 
whole elections were held in the same 
year. that of the President. the 
Governors and those of the state and 
national Assemblies. This lead to lots 
of struggles by the contestants to hold 
their positions. Everybody. both the 
local government Chairmen. were all 
struggling to hold their positions: the 
Governors, and even the National 
Assembly Members. plus those of the 
State House of Assembly were all 
struggling to hold their positions. 

Following these developments. we 
now want to reduce the number of years 
to be tenured by local government 
Chairmen and Councillors. instead of 
three years, we now have two years: If 
this is passed into law. it now means 
that after the present election. in 2006 
we are going to have another local 
government elections. This means that 
local government elections has one year 
to settle down before the general 
elections. This will drastically ensure a 
peaceful and less violent and hitch-free 
elections in 2007. 

M r Speaker. Sir. you are aware that 
some States have already reduced the 
tenure of off~ce of local government 
Chairmen and Councillors from three 
years to two years . Our State should 
not be left behind. We have to join 
other States in the adjustment. so that 

,y 

we shall have peaceful general elections 
come 2007. I. therefore. urge Mr 
Speaker. and my hon. Colleagues to 
strongly support the passage of this Bill 
so that it will sail through. Thank you. 
Sir. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker. Sir. 
hon Cnllcagues. we have carefully 
listened to the points adduced by the 
hon Leader of the House (!vir Ehenyi) on 
the principal merits of this all important 
amendment. The intendment of the 
amendment as sought by the Leader, can 
only be appreciated when one 
underscores the importance of stability 
in our national polity. A critical 
appraisal of the amendment will show a 
separatinn or local government election 
from the !.!eneral election . We are also 
reducing ~the tenure of the 3'0 tier 
administration in Enugu State to 2 years. 
and il' so. it will. guarantee a different 
year l'or elections into the Local 
Gov<;rnment CounciL other than the 
year nf the general elections. By this 
statement. I mean if a functional 
Council is elected this year. the tenure 
will expire in year 2006. and this will 
surely give room for preparation of 
general elections in 2007. 

(J07 

More so. this 2-year tenure will make 
the Inca! government administration to 
be mnre resourceful and more result 
oriented . It will also guarantee easy and 
quicker articulation or programmes and 
policies at the Local Government level. 
Mr Speaker. Sir. with this. I most 
humbly urge my Colleagues to join 

0 
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hands and see that this Bill is passed. 
Thank you. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir. I rise to align myselfwith 
the last speaker. it is really in Nigeria 
today that unemployment is creating 
problems. If the tenure of office of 
local government officials is two years. 
it will generate employment for tew 
unemployed youths. At the same time. 
it will eradicate poverty. And I strongly 
believe that this BilL if passed. will 
facilitate the terminal objective or the 
Government in eradicating poverty. So 
I strongly support the Bill in its entirety. 
!hank you. 

Mr A. Chigho (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, Sir. the summary is that the 
merits of this amendment outweighs its 
demerits. L therefore. move that the 
Question be put. Thank you. Mr 
Speaker. 

Question. Tho! the Queslion he 110\t' 

, , put. put 0/1(1 agreed to. 

Main Quest ion put and agreed to . 

Bill according/)' read the ,)'econd 
1 ime. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues. the Local Government Law 
Amendment No. 5. Bill No. 6. 2004 has 
now sailed through the Second reading. 
I immensely thank hon. Members for 
their contributions. 

./ 

Leader: Mr Speaker. Sir. hon 
Colleagues. I rise to move that the 
House resolves into a Committee of the 
Whok !louse to enable hon Members 
consider the amendment Bill. Thank 
you. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker. Sir. I rise 
to second the Motion moved by the hon 
Leader of the House (A/r Eh<!m'i) Thank 
you. 

(l()l\ 

Quest ion put and ogr<!ed to. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT LAW 
(AM ENDMENT NO.5) BILL 

NO.6, 200~ 

A Bill for a Law to amend the 
Local Government Law 2000. 

(Considered in the Committee of the 
Whole House) 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues. let us suspend the Title. 
Enactment and Date of Commencement. 
Let us start with Clause 2. 

The amendment is that we should 
substitute the expression 3 years with 
the e:o.;pression ] _\'<.'ors after the word (~l 
in line 3 of the said law. 

CIa usc 2 - as mlleJI(/ed ordered to 
stand j){ll'f olth<! Bill. 

Title - ogr<!ed to 

Enactment - ogr<!ed to 



I:! 17 

1:.111/gtt .\fulL' 1/ousL' o/.·lsSL'IIIhll · I iL'hll tL'S 

. J 3 .\lure ft. J lili-J 1:! IX 

Citation and 
Date of Commencement: 

Mr Chairman: This La\\; IS 

expected to come into force from the I st 

of March. 2004 . 

Citation and Date of 
Commencement:- ogreed to 

!vir Speaker resumed the Choir 

Leader: Mr Speaker. may I humbly 
move that the [3 iII as amended. be now 
read the Third time. 

Bill according/\' reod the third time 
and passed 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues. the Local Government · Law 
(Amendment No. 5). Bill No. 6. 2000. 
having sailed through the First reading. 
the Second reading and. or course. the 
Third reading has now been passed. I 

. . humbly wish to express my happiness 
to every one of us tor the various 
contributions towards the immediate 
passage of this amendment. More 
especially. I wish to commend the Clerk 
of the House and. of course. the other 
Table Ofticcrs because yesterday. when 
this document came. we tried as· much 
as possible to put them together within a 
very short period. I thank everyone for 
their wonderrul contributions and those 
who spoke during the debate. I thank 
them very much. May God bless 
everyone or LIS. To God be the Glory. 

" 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Inaugural Meeting 

Mr Speaker: The Chairman. House 
Comm illcc on House Services. is 
requesting for Members attention to the 
inauguration or the Committee on 
!louse Services on the nsmg or the 
I louse. 

V cnuc: Room I 03. the Chairman· s 
office . . 

Elections 

l lonourable Colleagues. we arc 
aware that the elections into Local 
Government Councils will take place on 
Saturday. 27' 11 day or March. 2004 in the 
whole !deration. I pray that the 
Almighty God will sec us through. 

I appeal to everyone of us to go home 
and en sure that \\ c return our Local 
Governments. or course. I believe that 
we ~1rc going to have · a very level 
playing ground during the elections. I 
am appealing that everybody will try as 
much as possible to comport himself 
during the election. 

(lll'l 

/\ s l.a\\' Makers we arc expected to 
live up to expectations. We should not 
be l.a\\ Makers and at the same time 
Law 13rcakcrs. We have to abide by the 
rules ol· the game. On this note. I wish 
everyone of us success on Saturday. 
God bless all of us. 

"' 
... 
. o 
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We are equally aware that one oi' us 
is contesting the election . l-Ion Ezema 
Fidel is. I hope ... or is he no longer one 
of us? He was one or LIS . One time a 
Member of this House and I believe. I 
have not declared his seat vacant. 

However. he has complied with all 
the requirements. So I wish him all the 
best . 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker. hon 
Colleagues. in line with the 
announcement which has just been 
made with regard to the Local 
Government Election. I hereby move 
that his House do now adjou·rn till 
Tuesday 30111 March. 2004 at·, Oa .m. to 
enable Members participate actively in 
the Local Government Election. 

Thanks to GSM Network 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Speaker. my respected Colleagues. in 
seconding the Motion on Adjournment 

· ' · as moved by the hon Leader of this 
great Parliament, permit me to use this 
single opportunity to thank the GSM 
Communication Network. 

Mr Speaker. I am grateful to inform 
you that something that has never 
happened in my area before I W<lS born 
is happening today. Mr Speaker. in 
Uzo-Uwani. right in my bed-room I can 
tell you that I now talk from Uvuru. Mr 
Speaker, it is with joyful mood that I 
ask my Colleagues. more especially . 

. / 

this great Parliament to help me thank 
the ( iSM Communication Network for 
the jub well done in Nsukka Zone. 
Thank ynu. very much . 

610 

Quest ion put am/ agreed to. 

Resoh·ed: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday. 30'11 March. 2004. 
at 10 a.m . 

. lc/foumed accordingh· at 1.?.35 fJ./11 . 
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I-lOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday. 3 rl' til arch. 200-1 

fThu House JJJI!t at I 0 u. m. J 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues. 
our Votes and ProcecdinL:s No. 64 dated 
Tuesday 23'd March. 200~ are before the 
House. I have gone through them. and 
found them to be correct. 1-lo\\'ever. I 
welcome hon . Members· comments. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker. I have equally gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings and found them to 
be correct. I therefore. move for its 
adoption. Thank you. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
as moved by the hon. Member for NkanLI 
East (/lfr Anichukll'll). 

Quustion put und ugrued to. 

Votus unci J>rocuudings of' Tuesdu1 · 23,." 
March. 200-1 uccording/y udoptl!d. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Inauguration 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee on 
Public Accounts and Anti -Corruption \\'ill 
have its inauguration. Date: Tuesd(]y. 30'11 

March. 2004 . Venue: Chairman 's Office. 
room 219. Signed: Mr Anichukwu. John 
Nwankwo . . " 

611 

There will be an inaugural meeting of 
the !louse Committee on Commerce and 
lndust r:;. on Tuesday. 30'11 March. 2004 on 
the ri si ng of the House at room 09. All 
Members arc c:-.:pectcd to attend and on 
time . 

Please. we meet in my office on the 
rising or the House. It will not take up to 
live minutes. It will not last longer than 
that. please . 

Congratulations 

I \\is h to say congratulations to everyone 
of us on our gallant efforts du ring the last 
weekend elections that is. Local 
Government Elections. I say thank you and 
congra tulations to everyone of us, at least. 
for the first judgement which took place a 
whil e ago between His E:-.:cellency. the 
Governor and Ugochubvu Agballa. The 
Tribunal upheld the election of Dr. 
Chinwroke Nnamani as the Governor of 
Enugu State. 
CVer)'ll lle. 

say. congratulations to 

A D.JOlJ RN M ENT 

Ot·pi•ty Leader: Mr Speaker. I have 
risen to move that this honourable House do 
nO\\' adjourn until Thursday. I " April. 2004 
at 10 <t.lll. Thank you. 

Mr C. lJgwu (Nkanu East II): I have 
risen to second the Motion as moved by the 
Deputy Leader of the House. Thank you. 

<)uL'stion put unci agreed to. 

RL'.Io!l'ed: That the House do now 
adjo urn until Thursday. I" April. 2004 at 10 
a.m. 

.·1 dioumud uccorcling~\ · ut -1. I(} fl. m. 

~ - --------
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursdu1·. !"' AjJril. ]()(}-! . 

(The f-In use tile/ of I() u Ill.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colkagues. 
before us are Votes and Proceedinl.!,s No. 65 
of Tuesday. 30'11 March. 2004. I !;ave gone 
through them and found them to be correct. 
However. I need hon. Members· comments. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker. Sir. I have as well gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of .our last 
sitting and found them to be correct. as the 
true retlection of what we discussed that 
day. I. therefore. move for the adoption . 

Mr J.N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker. Sir. I have risen to second the 
Motion. Thank you. 

Queslion Jml and agreed to: 

Votes and Proceedings o( Tuesdu1· Jrl" 
Murch. 200-1 uccording~\' odojJ!ed 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: I humbly wish to appeal to 
every one of us. if we watch our Order 
Paper. these few days, they appear to be 
very empty. I urge Members to try as much 
as possible to make us start having rich 
Order PapeL I am aware there are some 
Bills in various stages or yet to be 
published. Please hon. Members can go to 
the Clerk to sort out all the necessary 
requirem~1'fts so that the Bills can be 
published . So we can handle such Bills . 

(1 12 

Congratulations 

Honourable Members will meet in my 
oflice ror a short meeting. More 
imponantly. on the tribunal on the 
petiti on lield by Dr Fidel Ayogu against 
Dr Ch imaroke Nnamani and also another 
petition by APGA candidate for Enugu 
West was dismissed yesterday. I say 
congratulations to everyone of us. This 
has proved that the Judiciary is the last 
hope or the common man. I thank God 
for everyone and I say to God be the 
glory. 

Inaugural Meetings 

The House Committee on Petroleum 
and Lnvi ronmental Management wi II be 
havi ng inauguration today on the rising of 
the House. Room 214. Chairman's 
Oflicc. 

llouse Committee on Land. Housing. 
Works and Transport wi II be inaugurated 
today on the rising of the House, 
Chairman 's oiTice. Room 119. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Deputy Leader (!v/r Anikll'e} Mr 
Speaker. Sir. may I move that the 
House do now adjourn till Tuesday. 6' 11 

/\pr il. 2004 at IOa.m. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker. Sir. I have risen to second the 
Motion . 

(juest irm put and agreed to: 

!?e.,nh·ed: That the House do 
adjo urn till Tuesday. 6' 11 April. 2004 at 
I o~un . 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.05 
jJ./11. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday 6'" April, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, before us are our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 66 dated Thursday 1st 

April, 2004. I have gone through them 
and found them to be correct. However, 
I need your comments. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the Votes and Proceedings 
of Thursday 1st April, 2004 have been 
before us, I have gone through them and 
found them to be correct. On that note, 
Mr Speaker, I move for their adoption. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second that 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member 
for Nsukka West (Mr Onah) . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 
rc April, 2004 accordingly adopted. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, I have a letter before me. 
This letter is from the former Chief 

" 

Whip of this honourable House, hon. 
Fidel is U. Ezema. It reads: 

IbagwaAka, 
Igboeze South Local 
Government Area, 
042-454870 
24'h February, 2004 

The Hon. Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Enugu. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, 

Notice of Resignation as a Member 
of Enugu State House of Assembly 

I do hereby convey to you notice of 
my resignation as an elected member 
and sworn-in of Enugu State House of 
Assembly in accordance with Section 
309 Sub-section 7 of the Constitution of 
the Federal Republic ofNigeria, 1999. 

I have elected to resign as the 
Member representing Igbo -Eze South 
Constituency in this hon. House for 
some personal reasons, with effect .from 
24'" of Februwy, 2004. 

Sir, 1nay I use this medium to convey 
my gratitude to the good people of Igbo­
eze South constituency for the honour 
done to me by re-electing me to 
represent them in this Legislative 
House . 

613 

My special thanks shall also go to all 
the Principal Officers and Members of 
this honourable House for re-electing 
me as the Chief Whip, and for all their 
support and .friendship. 
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It is myfervenl hope that you sustain 
the reign of peace in the House and 
uphold the high level o{ integrizl' which 
the House has estahlished. 

Thank yo u. and may God hless you. 

Yoztrsfhit hfi t! ~v. 

Hon. Fide/is U. E::.e11w 
Chie{Whip 
Enugu Stale House o{ 
Assemhly. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atig11 'e): Mr 
Speaker, you said Section 309? 

Mr M. 0. Onyeze (lgbo-Eze North 
1): Mr Speaker, Section 309 is 
Citizenship (Laughter) . 

Mr Speaker·: I am surprised. I am 
look ing for it there. but it is not there 
(Laughter). 

Deputy Leader (Mr Ani/ore): Mr 
Speaker can go ahead! 

M r Onyczc: Mr Speaker . . what 
Section of the Constitution is the correct 
one? 

Mr Speaker: It is Section I 09. 

Honourable Colleagues, that was the 
letter fro m the Chief Whip (/vir E::.e11w). 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Co lleagues. I will go to Section I 09 of 
the Constitution of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria. 1999. as applicable to the 

./ 

issue bel'ore the House Section I 09 of 
the Constitution reads: 
(I) A 111etnher qf a House o{ Assembly 

shu!/ I'Ocole his seat in the House if 

614 

a) lte hecomes a tnemher o{ another 
legis/at ive house: 

h) lii1V . other circwnslances arise 
that. i{ he were not o member of . . 

that House. would cause hitn to 
he disqualified .fiH· election as 
such o memher: 

c) he ceases to he a citizen of 
Nigeria: 

d) he becomes President. Vice­
President. Governor. Deputy 
Governor or o lvlinister of the 
Government o{the Federation or 
a Com11zissioner (~l the 
CJovernment. o{ o Stole or a 
S'peciol Adviser: 

e) sol'e os othenl'ise prescribed by 
this Constitution. he becomes a 
me11zher o{a COI/lll lission or other 
hol(l ' estahlished hy this 
( 'o nslilution or hy any other law; 

f ) ll'ithout just muse he is absent 
.fi'om meetings o{the House of 
Assembly for o period omounting 
in the aggregate to more than 
one-third o{the lotct! number of 
davs during which . the House 
meets in any one year: 

g) heing a person ll'hose election to 
the House o{ Assembly was 
sponsored by o political party. he 

4 
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becomes a memher ol wwther 
political porn · hejim: the 
expiration ol the period jiiJ· 
ll'hich that House ll'l!S elected: 
fm,·idedthut his nlenlhersluj> ol 
the /cllter I)(JiiticliiJWrll' i.H/IJI liS 
a re.wlt ol a dil·ision in the 
political JWrty o(1rhich he 11'(/S 

pre1•ioush · a 111e111her or ol a 
111erger o(lli 'O or 111ore JWiiticol 
J}(lr/ ies or j(tcl ions hy Ill ie o( 

ll'hich he Jl'as pre1·io11.1h 

sponsored: or 

hJ the .)/>euker ol the /louse o( 
Asse111hl1 · rece in's a cerl ijica/e 
under the hand olthe ( 'lwirniUII 
ol the lnclepenclent National 
£1 ec/oral Co111111 iss ion s I a/ ing 
that the prm•isions o(Section 110 
ol this ( 'onstitution hm·e heen 

co111plied 11'ith in re.lj)('CI o( the 

recall olthe 111e111her. 

Honourable Colleagues. in vic\\ or 
Section I 09 sub-section I (e). I hereby 
declare the seat of the hon. Member for 
lgbo-Eze South I Chief Whip (Mr 

Fide/is E:::e111a) vacant. In view or this 
development. I request the Clerk or the 
House to inform the Independent 
National Electoral Commission ( INEC) 
officially for them to arrange ft)r .a b:yc­
Eiection for his replacement. Thank 
you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Inaugural meeting 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee 
on Education. Science and Technology. 

will ha ve its inaugural meeting today. 
61

h April. 2004 in the Office of the 
Chairman 1 Roo111 l /()) on the rising of 
the ll nuse. Signed by Hon (Nze) 
Onyoe M. Chairman. 

The !louse Committee on Women 
A rra irs and Special Duties wi II have its 
inau~ural meetin!.! on the risino of the 

~ . ~ ~ 

House. today 61
h April. 2004. Venue 

Chairman's Office (/?oolll 12) . Signed 
by hon. (Mrs) Chika Eneh. Chairman. 

615 

AD.JOURNMENT 

Deputy Leader /Mr .·lnikm:): Mr 
Speaker. Sir. may I move that this 
honnurable House do now adjourn till 
Tuesday. 201

h Apri I. 2004 at . I 0 a.m . 
Thank \ lHI. Sir. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker Sir. I rise to Second the Motion 
for adjlHirnment · as moved by the 
Deputy Leader or the House. Thank 
you. Sir. 

M r Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues. before I put the Question. I 
wish everyone of you a happy Easter 
Celebrations. I hope to get back to all 
or you belt)re friday . Thank you. 

(juestion put uwl agreed to. 

Re.1oh·ed: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday 201

h April. 2004 at 
I 0 a. pl. 

. ldjoumed accordingh·ut 12.-12 p.111. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 201
" Apri/2004 

(!'he House met at I 0 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(M r Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
have gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of Tuesday 6th Apr il , 2004, and 
fou nd the contents to be a true reflection of 
what transpired on that very day. However, 
Members are free to make their comments 
and observations, if any. Thank you. 

Deputy Whip (Mr D. Agbo). Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have equally gone through the Votes 
and Proceedings of Tuesday, 6th April, 2004, 
and found them to be correct. I therefore 
move for their adoption. Thank you. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, having gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of Tuesday, 6th April , . 2004, I 
ri se to second the Mot ion for the -ado pti on of 
the Votes and Proceedings. Thank you. · 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 61
" 

April, 2004, accordingly adopted. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

Mr E. Odoh (Igboetiti East): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I seek the leave of this honourable 
House to suspend Order 25 of our Standing 

_, 

Orders, to enable me move a Motion on the 
Communique of the Conference of the 
Governors of the South-East Geopolitical 
zone which met in Enugu on Friday, March 
19, 2004. Thank you. · 

M r J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second this important 
Motion as moved by the hon . Member for 
lgboetiti East (Mr Odo) . Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

MOTION MATTER OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

Mr Odoh: Mr Speaker, Sir, this 
honourab le House adopts as resolution the 
Communique of the Conference of the 
Governors of the South-East Geopolitical 
Zone, which met in Enugu on Friday, March 
191

h, 2004, and after full deliberation, reached 
the follow ing:-

616 

!) That the Governors of the South­
East zone restated their earlier 
position that it is the turn of the 
South-East Geo-political Zone to 
produce the next President of the 
Federal Republic ofNigeria, come 
2007. Arising therefrom, the 
Governors condemned various 
analyses and permutations 
associating them with the Vice 
Presidency position within the 
same period. They have, 
therefore, reso lved to mobilize 
their people towards the 
actualization ofthis goal. 

2) The Governors reaffirmed their . 
support for Ohaneze Ndigbo as 
the umbrella body of all lgbos and 
Commended the effotis of 
Ohaneze Leadership. 

-

---

----
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3) 

4) 

5) 

The Governors also 
acknowledged the efforts of the 
Federal Government to build a 
second Niger Bridge in Onitsha 
and are advocating the 
incorporation of a rail on the 
bridge. 
The Governors acknowledged the 
heightened security situation in 
the country and called on the 
security Agencies to intensify 
their vigilance. 
Finally they restated their earlier 
call for a state Police . . 

So Mr Speaker, may 1 seek your leave to 
stay aside pending when the Motion on the 
co1i1munique is seconded. Thank you. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
have risen from my seat to second the 
Motion as moved by the bon. Member for 
Igbo Etiti East (Mr Odo). 

Mr E. Odo (fgbo Etiti East): Mr Speaker, 
it is a known fact that the South East 
Geopolitical Zone otherwise known as Ndi­
lgbo is an egalitarian society with a 
democratic and cultural background that 
stems from the origin of an Igbo man. The 
South East Geopolitical zone has been 
practising democracy prior to the advent of 
democracy in this country. That is why 
decision making in the clan sectors is being 
done by the Umuadas, that is the female 
adults that were married out of the clan 
system and then the Umunnas, these are the 
adult males within the clan system who take 
decisions on any issue that arise in the family 
circle. 

One can safely say that, just like 
democracy is founded in Greek world, 
democracy in Nigeria is founded in the South 

East zone. Mr Speaker, you will recall that 
since Independence, Nigeria has had civilian 
regime that favoured the Northern Zone of 
this country as at 1979 to some later part of 
1983 and as at 1999 to date, the South West 
has been a oeneficiary ofthe political system 
in this country. Mr Speaker, you will recall 
that we have three major big groups in this 
country. We talk ofHausa, lgbo and Yoruba. 
So it will be nice for this House to agree that 
come 2007, the country will be doing a great 
service or a great equality to the average 
Nigerian by zoning the Igbo Presidency to the 
South East Geopolitical zone. 

With the advent of the Peoples' 
Democratic Party, which appears to be the 
leading pa1ty in this country, the pa1ty has its 
sumptuous support from the South East 
Geopolitical zone and I have no doubt in my 
mind that the formation of the PDP was 
spearheaded by the South East politica l 
stalwarts. 

Mr Speaker, there are several reasons to 
believe that Igbo presidency will engender 
development in this country. To stmt with, 
the fact is that an lgbo man is a detribalized 
Nigerian to the core. That is why, if you go 
to places like Sokoto, Kano, Lagos, Ibadan or 
Ajokuta , you will see the Igbo man trying to 
raise structures, trying to build houses to 
establish his business empire there . This is 
quite unlike what happens in the other patts 
of N igeria as it relates to Igbo land . Mr 
Speaker, you could recall that you could find 
very few Northern citizens building houses in 
places like Onitsha and Enugu. You could 
also find out that very few indigenes of the 
South West develop parts of Igbo land but 
one can proudly say that in Lagos, Igbos 
contributed immensely to the development of 
the area and also in all other States of the 
Federation. 

617 
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So, an Igbo presidency will engender 
development in this country, having 
developed places they have no particular 
affiliation with. I think, giving an Igbo man 
the Presidency will certainly ensure a smooth 
and faster development of this country . . 

Mr Speaker, there are crises all over' the 
country. We can witness the Jukuns and Tiv 
crises, the Ogoni crises are there, the Odii 
crises are there, the N iger Delta crises or 
rather agitati ons are still in progress. The Ife 
- Modakeke war is still indelible in our 
minds. It is only in this part of the world that 
we have not witnessed such crises and 
persistent wars involving killings of innocent 
citizens as a result of one trouble or the other. 
So an Igbo Presidency will ceitainly 
endanger peace and mutual cooperation 
among the citizenry of this country. 

Mr Speaker, the Igbo man is known for 
his versatility or rather wealth of experience 
in vi1tually every field of human endeavour. 
That is in the area of business, movie 
industry and even academics . So it is time 
for the Igbos to exploit their talented gifts 
from God, to clear their faces in the socio­
political engineering of this country. Mr 
Speaker, it is quite erroneous and quite 
embarrassing to associate lgbo leaders with 
the permutations and speculations for vying 
for Vice Presidential ticket. To my mind, I 
believe, to the mind of this honourable House 
that an Igbo man is every inch qualified or 
even over qualifi ed by all indices to become 
the President of this country come 2007, 
realizing the fact that if it is by rotation, I 
think that it is the turn of the Igbos to 
produce the next president of this country. If 
it is as a result of hard work, I think history 
has it that the lgbo man has really tried 
th rOLigh his day by day diligent and 

·" 

ded ication to duty, to serving this country the 
much that we can. So, Mr Speaker, I want to 
crave the indulgence of my fellow Colleagues 
to suppo1t this resolution that the Igbo 
Presidency is now ripe come 2007 and on 
grounds of this, Mr Speaker, I, therefore, pray 
as follows: 
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l) That the Enugu State House of 
Assembly aligns with the 
Communique issued by the South 
East Governors on March 19th 
2004 which states follows 

2) That it is the turn of the South 
East Geopolitical zone to produce 
the next President of the Federal 
Republic ofNigeria come 2007 . 

3) That the House condemns all the 
various analyses and permutations 
associated with the Igbo leaders 
associating them with vying for 

· the Vice-presidential ticket. 
4) That this honourable House re­

affirms the supp01t of the 
Governors of the south East to the 
Ohaneze Ndi-Igbo which is an 
umbrella body of all Igbos ar1d 
commended its eff01t accordingly 
it terms of its leadership role. 

:5) That we equally acknowledge the 
Governors position on the eff01t 
of the Federation Government of 
Nigeria to build a second Niger 
Bridge in Onitsha and are also 
advocating the incorporation of a 
rail line on the bridge. 

6) We acknowledged the position of 
the Governors of the South East 
Geopolitical zone in the 

· heightened security situation in 
the country and equally call on the 
security agencies to intensify their 
vigilance. 

-----

----

----
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7) Finally, Mr Speaker, we restate 
their position to call for a State 
Police. 

Be it moved and it is hereby moved. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to align myself with the 
resolutions as a follow-up to the 
Communique issued by the South-East 
Governors and as contained in the 
Communique, but Mr Speaker, let us look at 
some factors that wi ll enable us to be 
convinced that it is high time the South-East 
should not fail to take the mantle of 
leadership at presidential level. Mr Speaker, 
historically, in 1963 those of us who 
witnessed the Government of' that time, 
between 1963 and 1966 the then t'ight 
honourable Nnamdi Azikiwe was a 
ceremonial President from the Eastern 
Region. He was actually the father of the 
whole nation while the then Prime Minister 
was the Chief Executive. Mr Speaker, record 
had it also that between 1979 and 1983 
administration of this country was handled 
by Alhaji Shehu Shagari , the then President 
of this country who also came from the 
Notih . 

vying for the Vice Presidency, if at all 
anybody has said it, associating it with the 
South East, I believe it is not fair. I believe it 
is the turn of the Igbos, I believe it is the 
South East. It is time for us to be given the 
opportunity to lead this country. 

Mr Speaker, let me analyse briefly, 
patiicularly this time around, I am happy that 
Ohaneze Ndigbo, the leadership was well 
chosen and their activities are gearing 
towards achieving that objective and that is 
the opportunity we are asking for. But 
Ohaneze Ndigbo which everyman both men 
and women are clamouring for their group 
leader is highly commended in the 
Communique having seen the goals towards 
realizing the goals of the Igbo nation. So, Mr 
Speaker, we should be very happy that the 
Igbo man is ever ready if given the 
opportunity to move in achievable objectives. 

So, Mr Speaker, on the side of security, 
the South East is more peaceful than any 
other pati of this country. Recently there was 
a repoti of insecurity in the whole federation. 
This time around it is 'A' State next it is 'B' 
State and the other time it is 'C' State, but not 
so with the South East. I feel that this 
honourable House should adopt this 
Communique. So, Mr Speaker, this 
honourable House should give unanimous 
suppoti to the resolutions of this 
Communique. Thank you, very much. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise in support of the 
Communique issued by the Governors of the 
South East in respect of the zoning of the 
Presidency. 

Mr Speaker, hon. Colleagues, we all know 

,, 

-· 

._....-

Subsequently, in 1999 up to date, I want 
us to observe the Geopolitical movement 
from the Notih down to the East. From 1979 
up to date the rulership has remained in the 
hands of the North. The Notih has violated 
the process of democracy of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria. So, with this history 
and in this Order, I am fully convinced that 
come 2007 the South East deserves the seat 
of the Presidency of this country; the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria and this is in keeping 
with the laws and good policies of the 
Federal Government through democratic 
processes. So, Mr Speaker, for anybody 

that the Igbo race has contributed immensely -·-
to the development of this country Nigeria, 

-~· 
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and by resolving that an lgbo man will make 
a good President as his achievements over 
these years are still there for the asking. 

In the areas of major infrastructural 
development of this country, the Igbo race 
has excelled . When you come in the areas of 
corporate investment, the Igbos have 
recorded no mean achievement. 

We also know that the Igbo race has 
actually and immensely contributed so much 
to the former capital, then Lagos, as we the 
Igbos have invested so much into this 
country Ni geria, for the question of· our 
capabilities and the zeal for development. 1 
believe that we are also going to continue to 
show our zeal for the future enhancement of 
this country Nigeria, and by actually 
suppOiiing an lgbo Presidential race of this 
country, I believe that we here today, we are 
not deceiving ourselves but are trying to take 
that which is due to us. I shall not make so 
much rigorous speech as regards this, as 
within our heati we know what is right. 

But in the rightness of our own righteous 
heati, let us suppoti the bid that will liberate 
us not today, but from tomorrow to make 
Nigeria a proud place that we may raise our 
heads and say yes that we have contributed , 
and we have reason to put up our 
contribution. 

Mr Speaker, before I take up my seat, I 
bid all of us, in all fairness of heatis, to forget 
all that it will yield today to the realization 
and actualization ofthis bid. I am very proud 
that we will not be disappointed. Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally risen from my 

.;1 

seqt to add more weight to the well­
atitculated Motion by the Mover. 

The essence ofthe resolution is, primarily, 
to give the consciousness and re-awaken the 
understanding of a man, that unt il one 
responds to himself as the community 
responds to him that such one do not 
get'luinely belong to such a community. We 
have first of all to respond to thee dare need 
that we actually belong to the Nigeria 
community, and the only primary duty to it, is 
to have these resolutions passed by this 
honourable House. The resolution is seeking 
one thing, it is not ambiguous, it is very 
simple. An analysis or a kind of a resume of 
what has happened will testify to this since 
the amalgamation in 1914. 

If the first ceremonial President, the Right 
hon. Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, was selfish, he 
had all the oppotiunity to write that the 
President of Nigeria shall be Zik in the 
Constitution and it shall have been like that or 
that the President of Nigeria shall ever remain 
an lgbo man. He had all the oppotiunity in 
terms of every other thing, but as a good 
detribalized Nigerian, he allowed the 
Northern aspect of the country to take the 
leadership of the country in terms of being 
the first Prime Min ister under the then 
parliamentary system. An analysis also of the 
Nigeria today will come to appreciate the fact 
that in all aspects of human endeavour, the 
Igbo race and the South East, in patiicular, 
deserves more than any other section of the 
country, th is exalted position of president of 
Ni geria. If you come in terms of Education, 
you can always go ahead to mention that the 
first medical doctor of Nigeria is an Igbo 
man. The second medical · doctor is an Igbo 
man. You can count them up to the tenth . 

620 
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Now, my colleague talked of 
merchandise, if you go to that level an Igbo 
man is naturally industrious, he must survive. 
There is no pa1t of this world you can go 
without getting an Igbo man there. There is 
no single major development in the N01th 
that is not initiated by an Igbo man. The 
same thing with the West, the same thing 
with the South South. It is our turn. The 
Igbo man has it as a culture of, may be, they 
say, no leadership, it is not true. We are only 
trying to pray the major pa1ties in the present 
dispensation to allow the Igbo Presidency to 
come from their own zoning. 

I know that every other pa1ty in Nigeria 
w ill even like to and if you watch out what 
happened in the last Presidential election, we 
had 23 lgbo Presidential candidates out of the 
30 political pa1ties. We even had one who 
was an applicant (laughter). I hope you are 
laughing with me. That is to tell you. the 
egalitarian nature of lgbo man, that is to tell 
you the enthusiasm of the Igbo Presidency. 
That is to tell you the need and 
consciousness: the desire for this pmticular 
thing by the Igbos. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if you go on and on to 
examine critically, the contributions of the 
Igbo man to the present day Nigeria, we even 
go ahead to say that for the next dispensation, 
for the next decade, the Igbo Presidency shall 
come to stay and shall be allowed to stay. 

If you watch out the democracy so far the 
Tgbo man has never tasted a democratically 
elected President. We had an appointed 
ceremonial President from there the N01th 
had tasted it twice, the South West is now 
tasting it tw ice, leading for the next eight (8) 
years. It will be a kind of dishonour to now 
say that after the Yorubas the North will now 
come again. No, we are not just vying for 

·' 

the V ice Presidency, we are equally good for 
the Presidency, the number one citizen of this 
country. 

Mr Speaker, I call on my colleagues that if 
we are not brothers, we should now come 
home to be more brothers. If there are tings to 
divide this our all imp01tant ambition of the 
Igbo man, even if it means every other person 
coming together let us go for it. Happily we 
have Ohanaeze now more organized and 
more positioned to get the Igbo demand. We 
call upon them, based on this resolution, to be 
more prepared, they should not sleep at all. 
They should get into the drawing board to 
now go all out to demand for this position 
whi ch is due for us . On our own side, even if 
it means making another law on it, we shall 
go fo r it, because it is only when you say here 
I am, people can say there you are. 

So, Mr Speaker, I call on this honourable 
House to give this a!l-imp01tant resolution 
due passage. Thank you. 

621 

M r F. C. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I thank you for this opp01tunity 
given to me to talk on this imp01tant issue of 
South East Presidency 2007. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I totally align myself to this Communique 
which I am about to speak in favour of. Sony 
Okosun in his popular music, said it is now or 
never. I believe in what is good for the geese 
is good for the gander. Mr Speaker, hon. 
Colleagues, since Nigeria gained her 
Independence from the British in 1960, up t ill 
now, it was only Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe that 
has been at the helm of leadership of this 
country. This is the country that we all 
be lieve in one Nigeria. 

This pa1t of the country has witnessed 
little federal presence in terms of 
development or involvement in governmental 

0 
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issues. Honourable Colleagues, we all come 
from different Constituencies to represent the 
good people that voted us in. The duty we 
owe them is to give them qualitative 
representation. We should be doing our duty, 
if we unanimously adopt this all-important 
resolution. Our people have been eager for 
quite a long time for the Presidency to be 
zoned to the South East. So year 2007 is the 
answer. 

Let me seize this opportunity to sound a 
note of warning to some of our selfish 
politicians, who may because of their selfish 
and personal gains go against these 
resolutions. They will be selling the 
birthrights of their children even those 
unborn. Let all hands be on deck, with God 
on our side we shall make this dream come 
through. Thank you Mr Speaker for giving 
me time to express the feelings of the good 
people of Enugu State, and South East in 
general. Thank you, bon. Colleagues. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North 1): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker Sir, I stand to support the 
resolutions being proposed by my \1on. 
Colleague, the bon. Member for Igboetiti 
East (Mr E. Odo). The clamour for Igbo 
Presidency had been with us . In almost all 
the elections after the civil war our sons and 
daughters of Igbo race took active part in 
contesting for the Presidency, and there are 
reasons for that. 

Igbos have been sufficiently deceived by 
other Nigerians . Mr Speaker, you may recall 
that at the end of the civil war, the then Head 
of Military Government in Nigeria, Gen. 
Yakubu Gowon exposed the principles of 
reintegrating the 1gbos into the main stream 
of Nigerian politics and economic activities. 
He promised reconci I iation, rehabi I itation 
and reconstruction. Today, 34 years after the 

·' 

civil war the properties of the Igbo people are 
still abandoned in some parts of the country 
as if we are not from this country. Since after 
this civil war, despite the promises of the 
General and the Federal Government, it has 
been difficult to see an Igboman as a Federal 
Minister of Works, Federal Minister of 
Defence, Federal Minister of Internal Affairs, 
the Inspector General of Police, or Controller 
of Customs or in any other sensitive position 
you may think of. Where is the integration? 
There is no integration. 

I want to remind us that after the 
annulment of June 12th elections in 1993, the 
Yorubas after realizing the deceit by other 
Nigerians, made up their minds to seek for 
the Presidency, they did · not beg for it and 
they did not turn themselves into coordinators 
of other parties. As a matter of fact they 
made it impossible for the Heads of States 
who took part in the annulment not to tour 
any where in the South West. You may recall 
that the last Military Heads of State never 
visited Lagos or any other part of the West 
again . This was because the Yorubas wanted 
the Presidency because they were dece ived 
by the annulment of June It" elect ions. 

If we are deceived all these years for 
almost 40 years why cant we make up our 
minds to look for our rights. If th is country 
belongs to all of us. I salute the courage of 
our present leaders - the Governors that have 
made up their minds to lead us into the main 
stream of Nigeria politics because we have 
been in the periphery whether we like it or 
not. We are only called upon to serve as 
Ministers of information, Ministec__ for 
Economic ·Planning or Economic Advisers, so 
that they use their brains to give them what 
they eat at the federal level. 
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after by the Arewa Group. · We have 
Yorubas, they are looked after by Afenifere 
and we now have our own, the Ohaneze, so 
that we can fight our way back to the main 
stream of Nigeria politics. I believe that if 
somebody is deceived for up to thirty to forty 
years, even children who were born 
immediately after the civil war are now 
adults, they should know that we are not in 
the main stream of Nigeria politics. Like the 
Yorubas did when the annulment was made, 
it is the turn of the Igbos to take their destiny 
in their hands, instead of turning to be 
coordinators and agents of the nmtherners 
and other people who may bring money for 
them to run the Presidency for 2007. Once 
our Governors have made up their minds, I 
believe we can make it, because they are our 
current leaders, they have the political 
machinery that can carry us. 

Let us reject inducements. It is the turn of 
the Igbos to apply their knowledge properly 
because you cannot look at the minorities. 
They have been taken care of through 
derivatives and other things. They now 
collect billions of Naira every month. They . 
carry all these things across us to them and 
we are looking unlike other Nigerians and 
this country was built by an Igboman. So, I 
align myself completely with the initiative to 
adopt the resolutions . I also feel that the issue 
of State police is over due. If you look at 
what is happening in Anambra State, even 
though the Governor was denied security by 
the federal but he mobilized the · people he 
know very well and they are taking care of 
him. 

If Governors are allowed to take care of 
the States, I bet you even with ordina1y 
vigilante groups in the street, look at the 

_ • - ·· _ _ .. ._, u.o l'-'l •. H..4) lii Q..l 

nobody should pass there, Mbody will !Jass . 
But we have federal police, you see small 
boys from the north collecting money here 
and there from everybody calling themselves 
federal police. They are not interested in 
your security; they are only interested in the 
money that will enter into their pockets. 
Even if you are carrying human heads, and 
you give them twenty Naira, you will pass. 
But if we have the State police we know how 
to take care of ourselves and I believe that the 
Governors are capable of doing so. Governor 
Chris Ngige has done it already in Anambra 
State, with the boys he knows very well, they 
have been protecting him. So Mr Speaker 
Sir, I align myself completely with the 
initiatives of the resolutions to adopt the 
Communique as issued by the Governors of 
the South East. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I rise to contribute to this Motion 
under debate. Most of my Colleagues have 
dwelt on the need to have an Igbo Presidency 
in 2007. We have all agreed that for proper 
reconciliation and integration, that an Igbo 
man should be made the' President of this 
country. So arising from this is a question of 
marginal isation. 

This results to a situation where since our 
Independence, we have not produced an Igbo 
President. This is quite unfortunate. Does it 
mean that our past Leaders were not able to 
produce a full fledged educated man to be the 
President of this country? Dr. Alex Ekwueme 
who comes after Shehu Shagari should have 
been made a President because he has enough 
education and enough talent . to rule this 
country. But because they knew that after 
Shehu Shagari, it will be the turn of Dr. 
Ekwueme, that is why they started that 
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Transition, that is, to make sure that 
Ekwueme did not come up. 

We will do ourselves good if we pursue 
this matter as a unit and as a family. Most of 
my Colleagues have been talking about how 
to unite. I want to move a bit outside in this 
discussion and talk about the problems. That 
is what may likely make it impossible for this 
dream to be a reality. We have a problem! 
The problem that may likely come up will 
emanate from the State. For example, if you 
have been going through the papers, you 
know there is already war in Abia State, that 
is on which Zone in the State will produce 
the next Governor of Abia State. The 
governed are saying Abia Central, and Ngwa 
people are saying Abia South. By the time 
this type of conflict arise, it will be difficult 
to produce an lgbo President, because no two 
groups will work together. 

So, I am saying that there is need for us to 
have a political peace in the South East Zone. 
And to achieve this political peace, we must 
make sure that the States in the South East 
Zone produce the President come 2007. This 
will reduce agitation and back biting, so that 
if we are moving into a particular party t.o 
achieve this aim, everybody will queue from 
that point. But if we do not achieve this 
peace, we are talking about, by the time we 
lose, one or two senatorial zones from a 
pa1iicular State, how do we talk about 
producing a President? 

So, the same equity that we are looking 
for at the Federal Level is to be produced at 
the State Level. So we have a very good 
standpoint, to pursue our goals. It is very 
very important, because if we do not do it, all 
of us are losers. This game is simply a game 
of interest, and unless our interests are well 
harmonized, if we move to Abuja without 

., 

being in harmony, by the time we cross 
Obollo Afor, some people may be singing on 
different tune. But if we harmonise ourselves 
at home, we will move as one family to 
Abuja and be sure that we are behind our 
brother or sister. 

So, as we are looking at the need to have 
an lgbo President, we must equally be 
looking at what are the problems we will be 
facing. What are these problems? I am of the 
opinion that the Governors have to meet 
again . They need to have more meetings. 
Igbo Pres idency yes. If you are saying Igbo 
Presidency without queuing behind 
somebody, you are wasting your time. Let us 
look at the last tenure, the President is from 
the West, and the Vice President is from the 
N01ih. 

The Senate President was just rotating 
because he is an Igbo man, if you produce a 
Senate President between 1999 and 2003 and 
the same person emerges Senate President 
from 2003 to 2007, that person is likely to 
become the President of this country. But 
where you produce a multiplicity of Senate 
Presidents, it does not make sense. That is 
why our brothers who are in the economic 
side of the riverrine are suffering. Upon all 
the talk about cow disease, nobody has ever 
talked about banning cows in this country. 
But instead, they have · been banning the 
impo1iation of all the impo1iant goods that 
are imp01iant in this country, even without 
notice. 

So we have to take our destiny into our 
hands. And we must tell ourselves the truth . 
We have to work together. And it is only 
when we are working together that we can 
achieve this goal. Thank you. 
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Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to support this Communique of the 
Governors of the South East Geopolitical 
Zone. Mr Speaker, Sir, it is our turn to 
produce the next President of the Federal 
Republic ofNigeria come 2007 . Mr Speaker, 
if this President comes from South East, we 
are going to benefit more since there will be 
no more marginalization and our roads shall 
not be neglected. There will be an organised 
education programme, rural electrification 
and pipe borne water. So Mr Speaker, with 
this, I move that the Question be put. Thank 
you. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, my respected Colleagues, in supporting 
this Communique issued by the South 
Eastern Governors, l have to get this fllliher 
to give you a brief history of the Leadership 
of this country - Nigeria. As earlier said by 
my Colleagues who have spoken before me, 
between 1960 and 1966 we have the first 
President of this country, Rt. Hon. Dr. 
Nnamdi Azikiwe as ceremonial head, as was 
said by my Colleague, and also Abubakar 
Tafawa Bellewa as the Chief Executive. 
Between 1996 and 1975; 
Nnamdi Azikiwe (late) - 1960 to 1966; 
Gen Yakubu Gowon 1966 to 1975; 
Mllliala Mohammed (late) 1975 to 1976 
Gen Olusegun Obasanjo 1976 to 1979; 
Alhaji Shehu Shagari 1979 to 1983; 
Gen. Mohammed Buhari 1983 to 1985; 
Gen. Ibrahim B. Babangida 1985 to 1993; 
ChiefErnest Shonekan 1993 to 1993; 
Gen. Sani Abacha (late) 1993 to 1998; 
Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar 1998 to 1999; 
and 
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo 1999 to date. 

I 

Mr Speaker, it is very terrible for this 
thirty something years or forty something 
years, because the Army ruled for twenty 

" 

eight years and civilian rule is sixteen years. 
That is forty something years. It is only 
Nnamdi Azikiwe (late) that has been the 
ceremonial Head ofthis country. 

The question is . . . What has the people of 
this pmt of the country done? Is there any 
crime we committed? The answer is no ! our 
crime is that we are great loyalists, our crime 
is that we know how to serve, our crime is 
that we are obedient servants, V'e obey every 
Dick and Harry. But Mr Speaker, in 
supporting the hon. Member for Awgu North 
(Mr Enebe), in our place lgbo, Anyi nasi na 
ih"e neme anyi si anyi naka. 

If you watch closely the Communique as 
issued by the South Eastern Governors, my 
thinking is whether it is not yet time, b'!cause 
I expected in issuing the CommuniCj iJe to 
make it clear, because some of us were ~orn 
before this 1960 that we are talking today. I 
have studied in this country from primary to 
secondary. If you watch the Sem e 
Presidentship, it is only Enugu. What stov 
the Governors of the South Eastern States to 
make it clear that the issue of Presidentship 
come 2007 will be in Enugu State. Is there 
anything that we have done in this particular 
Enugu State. What stops them? Onye ka 
ana'gbalu? Onye ka ana eze? With the 
caliber of politicians we have in Enugu State 
today, we are equal to the task. We are equal 
to the task. It is the wish of the people ofUzo 
Uwani local government in Enugu State that 
come 2007, the President of this country will 
come from Enugu State. 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me! Please, let us 
not take this simple. We are not joking here. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, I am not joking. 
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Mr Speaker: I am coming. We have a 
Communique, and we are talking of South 
East Geopolitical zone. We don not want 
sentiments to come in. (Interruptions). 

Mr Chigbo: In the South East, we break 
it down further. 

Mr Speaker: We are talking about South 
East. Now, if we allow sentiments, if Abia 
House of Assembly is doing it they will say 
Abia. And lmo when they are doing it, they 
will say lmo, then Anambra will say 
Anambra. Then at the end of the day, we end 
up not making it. Let us emphasise on South 
East. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, when the bon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) was 
talking, he made reference to the headship of 
this country. I want to align myself totally 
on what he has just said. Why not allow me 
please. The issue of Uzo Uwani is not the 
problem. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker, I 
asked you to put the Question. 

Mr Chigbo: So, Mr Speaker, I do not 
know whether I am protected. T am done. 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me: Do not get 
annoyed . There is an issue on the Floor, so 
in as much as you are trying to support what 
we are discussing, you should try and confine 
yourself into . the main stream of our 
discussion. You are digressing. 

Mr Chigbo: I said I am done. 

Mr C. Enebe (A wgu N01th): Mr Speaker, 
what I am saying is please, allow the hon. 
Member for Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo) to 
finish his contribution. Why I am saying.this 

.~ 

is that this is 2004. There is still time. 
Between now and next year, we can be sure. 
We will get to a point where we will begin to 
ask for it. Thank you, very much. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for Uzo 
Uwani (Mr Chigbo) can continue but I still 
say he should confine himself to the 
Communique. It is the Communique that we 
want to adopt. 

Mr Chigbo: It is not the Communique 
issue only. We have to tell them our interest. 
We have to tell them what this State wants. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker, I 
have risen from my seat to align myself 
completely with this Communique issued by 
the South East Governors on Igbo Presidency 
come 2007. The Igbo Presidency is long over 
due. T urge all Igbos to come together and 
fight for the Igbo Presidency in 2007. It is 
2007 for Igbo presidency or never. I urge my 
Colleagues who have spoken in favour of the 
Communique and J also urge everybody or 
others who are still making arguments to 
come and let us take one decision that lgbo 
Presidency is for us. We have long been 
marginalized since the civil war. We have 
been marginalized, we have not been 
compensated for the evil done to us during 
the civil war. This is the time for the 
compensation. 

So I urge my Colleagues to align 
themselves with this Communique. In the 
absence of any other debate, I now ask that 
the Question be put. 
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saying that the way and manner we are going 
to go about it is not in the Floor of this 
House. It is a matter in which the decisions 
are going to be taken in a closed roorn or 
meeting. I sincerely believe that when the 
chips are down, we will come to a very 
normal and possible conclusion. And I 
s incerely believe, like one of us said when he 
was speaking, for us to achieve this noble 
objective, we must have to work together. 
That is the only thing I have to tell you now. 
Other issues w ill be discussed off camera. 

Question, That the Question be put, put 
and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 
I) That the the House align itself 

with the position of the South 
East Governors re-affirming ~heir 
position that it is the turn of the 
South East Geopolitical Zone of 
this country to produce the next 
President of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria come 2007. 

2) That the House condemn with the 
Governors various analysis and 
permutations associating them 
with the Vice Presidency position 
within the same period. 

3) That the House agrees with the 
Governors by re-affirming their 
suppott for Ohaneze Ndigbo as 
the umbrella body of all lgbos 
and commended the efforts of 
Ohaneze Leadership 

4) That the House align herself to 
the position of the Governor~ by 
acknowledging the efforts of the 
Federal Government to build a 
second Niger Bridge in Onitsha 

" 

5) 

6) 

and advocating the incorporation 
of rail line on the Bridge. 
That the House resolved alongside 
with the Governors 
acknowledging the heightened 
security situation in the country 
and call on security agents to 
intensify the vigilance. 
Finally the House re-stated the 
position of the Governors on their 
earlier call for a State police. 

ANOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
sincerely wish to formerly welcome you back 
from your Easter break and l do hope that 
having returned back we are going to be more 
committed to our duties . We are going to put 
everything in proper position to ensure 
efficiency. So, I welcome you back from 
your two weeks break. Like I said earlier, 
now you have rested at least, for two weeks, I 
want everyone of us to tighten up his or her 
belt so that all the assignments that await us 
will be attended to . I will be very happy if 
we prepare to generate Motions and Bills. 
That is what the House of Assembly and 
National Assembly are known for. We will 
meet in my office on the rising of the House, 
that is, all members . 

Honourable Colleagues, if you look at the 
Order no. 28 of this honourable House, you 
will agree with me that it is stated there as 
thus: 

During the sitting all Members shall 
be formerly dressed and shall enter 
or leave the House in decorum. 

want to make it very clear, the proper 
way of dressing, it is either you put on your 
suit with tie or you put on your traditional 
wear w ith a hat. So, l do not want a situation 
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where somebody will just walk into the 
Chambers casually as if he is going into his 
bedroom. 

If we look around today, we will see·that 
many Members came in without being 
formally dressed. I tell you that if any 
Member comes in next time with such dress I 
wi ll ask the person to leave. So, please, we 
have to dress the way and manner we are 
supposed to dress. 

2. 

.., 

.) , 

Committee Meeting 

The House Committee on 
Education will have a brief 
meeting today 20th April, 2004 
on the rising of the House. 
Venue is Room 216, Chairman's 
office. Signed by Mr Nze M. 
Onyeze. 
The House Committee on Public 
Accounts and Anticorrup.tion 
will visit the Auditor General of 
the State on Wednesday 21st 
April, 2004 at II a.m. Take off 
time is I 0.30 a.m. from the 
House of Assembly Complex. 
Signed: Mr Jolm N. Anichukwu. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I move that this honourable 
House do now adjourn until I 0 a.m. on 
Thursday 22"d April, 2004. Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to second that Motion. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Thank you, 
Mr Speaker, I rise to support the Motiori for 
adjournment and in doing so, I wish to thank 
fellow honourable Members for the way they 

·' 

supported the Communique by the South East 
Governors for the Presidency to come to the 
South East come 2007. 

Indeed, I also wish to thank them for 
supporting that we should have State Police, 
because it is long over due. If this country 
will try and have state police crime will 
reduce. On this issue, I say thank you so 
much. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, the Communique is a nice one and it is a 
call for a challenge. It is a call for equity and 
happiness. Therefore, I am happy that the 
House has adopted it today. Thank you. 

Mr C. 0 . Nnamani (Nkanu West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, thank you for recognizing me. 
In suppotting the Motion for adjournment, I 
also thank the South East Governors for 
taking the decision they have taken . 

Even though I have not made any 
statement during the debate because of the 
way Members rush to make contributions. I 
am not prepared to make my own 
contributions in a rush. So, because of this I 
have to sit down and listen to the 
contributions. However, one of these days I 
will statt to make my own contributions. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now adjourn 
until Thursday 22"d April, 2004 at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.45 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA· 

Thursday, 22"d April, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
of 20th April, 2004 is before the House. 
I have gone through them and found 
them to be correct. However, I ~eed 
your comments. Thank you. 

Mr A. 0. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my respect hon. 
Colleagues, I have risen from my seat to 
move that the Votes and Proceedings of 
our last sitting being Tuesday, 20th 
April, 2004, is a true reflection of what 
happened on the Floor of the House that 
day. I, therefore, move that they be 
adopted. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to Second the 
Motion for the adoption of the Votes 
and Proceedings of Tuesday, 20th April, 
2004. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 
20111 April, 2004 accordingly adopted. 

" 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: I wish to appeal to all 
of you to note that as we have returned 
from our Recess, I expect that 
everybody should.be up and doing. I do 
not feel comfortable only to come into 
the Chamber to adopt our previous 
Votes and Proceedings. I expect that by 
Tuestlay next week, our Order Paper 
will be loaded . I equally wish to appeal 
to those that come late to please 
endeavour to improve. If we adjourn to 
meet the next day, we are expected to be 
here at 10 a.m. I know that some of us 
are still on the way; it is not proper. I 
am appealing that we take the business 
of the day serous. People should buckle 
up and should put aside other issues that 
distract them. Let us believe that we are 
here under our people's mandate and we 
should be prepared to demonstrate that, 
by making serious contributions, by 
working very hard. 

I want to point something out; last 
Tuesday during our sitting, the debates 
were' very beautiful, lots of people 
spoke. I was surprised that the 
Cameraman did not get the complete 
picture of those that made serious 
con~ributions to the debate. Rather, he 
picked only one person, when there was 
an argument. It is not good, such a 
thing need not be recorded I believe the 
Cameraman here is our man. If we have 
an outsider, this is a different thing but 
not when we have a Cameraman of the 
House'. When I happen to exchange 
words with another hon. member, it will 
be very easy for him to video it. It is 
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very very unfair. I do not want such a 
thing to occur again. 

Lots of hon. members spoke in 
favour of that resolution, it .was only 
one person that spoke against it. Even 
though he was supporting it, I was able 
to call him to order. However, he was 
trying to defend himself and he was the 
person you recorded . I will not like to 
see that kind of thing to happen again. 

Briefing 

Please, on the rising of the House, I 
want to see every hon. member in my 
office, just for two minutes please. I do 
not like the idea of going to your offices 
before coming, just march straight to 
my office so that I give you the briefing 
and I will go where I am going. Thank 
you . 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Did 
Mr Speaker say march? 

Mr Speaker: Yes! Honourable 
Members can either march, walk, or 
run. (Prolonged laughter) . Once more, I 
thank those of you that are always 
punctual. More especially, I want to 
express my happiness to His 
Excellency, the Nigerian Ambassador to 
the kingdom of Spain, the hon . Member 
for Isi-Uzo (Mr Ebenyi), who has been 
with us today . I welcome him as an 
Observer. (Laughter). 

·' 

ADJOURNMENT 

~eader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
move that the House do now adjourn till 
Tuesday 2ih April, 2004 at 10 a.m. 
Thank you, Sir. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
for adjournment as moved by the Leader 
of the House. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 2i11 April, 2004 at 
10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at I I. I 5 a.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 2 t " April, 2004 

([he House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 22"d 
April, . 2004 are before us. 1 have gone 

. through them and to the best of my 
knowledge they are correct. However, I need 
hon. Members' comments. Thank you. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have equally gone through the Votes 
and Proceedings of Thursday, 22"d April, 
2004, and found them to be correct. I, 
therefore, move for their adoption. Thank 
you. 

Mr J.N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, having gone through the Votes 
and Proceedings, I rise to second the Motion 
on the adoption of Votes and Proceedings of 
Thursday, 22"d April, 2004. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings ofThursday, 22"" 
April, 2004, accordingly adopted. 

./ 631 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Resolution to the hon. Minister of 
Education, and Joint Admissions and 

Matriculation Board (JAMB) Ahuja, on 
the Feeble Performances of (JAMB) in 

Enugu 

·Mr M. Onyeze (lgboeze North 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I move the Motion 
standing in my name: that the Enugu State 
House of Assembly conveys a Resolution to 
the Federal Minister of Education, Prof. F. 
6suji, and the Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board (JAMB) through the 
Registrar, National Headquarters, Bwari 
Abuja on the feeble performances of the 
Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board 
(JAMB) at Enugu. 

Mr E. Odoh (Igboetiti East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion that 
was moved by the hon. Member for Igboeze 
No.rth I (Mr Onyeze) . Thank you. ~ 

Mr M. Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, permit 
me to draw the attention of this honourable 
House to yet another underserved frustration 
and suffering meted to the youths in this part 
of the country desirous to pursue their 
vai·ious careers in education in our tertiary 
institutions. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is a common 
knowledge that the Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board (JAMB) right from 
inception has it as a convention or the 
regulation that candidates applying to sit for 
the Joint Matriculation Examination (JME) 
are required to enclose self-addressed and 
stamped envelopes through which . their 
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results or scores are returned to them after 
the release of the results . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, we are all aware that in 
the past few years candidates from Enugu 
State and the environs who are served by the 
Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board 
(JAMB) through the Zonal Office at Hill 
View Street, Independence Layout Enugu, 
had been subjected to several mental and 
physical ordeals in their attempts to get their 
examination results. These ordeals, which 
are experienced through callous 
exploitations and exposure to all forms of 
risks and danger are due to glaring 
incompetence of the Board and the avarice 
of some highly placed staff of the Board 
who seize the slightest opportunity in the 
system to create wealth for themselves 
rather than serving the public. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in the cu1'rent 
Admission Session (2003/2004) almost all 
the candidates from this part of the country. 
after thronging the Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board's (JAMB) Zonal Office 
at Enugu for weeks to get their results, 
reso1ted to purchases of scratch cards at an 
average cost of three hundred Naira (N300) 
per candidate. The problems of the students 
became more compounded when the 
Universities sta1ted rejecting the results 
printed from the business/computer centers 
while insisting on original Joint Admissions 
and Matriculation Board 's (JAMB) result 
slips. At the Zonal Office Enugu, the 
candidates were made to pay a minimum of 
Seven hundred and fifty Naira (7 50.00) for 
which they were given official · receipts of 
five hundred naira (NSOO.OO). The ques-tion 
is how much time and money do candidates 
from this pmt of the country have to spend 
to obtain their Joint Matriculation 
Examination (JME) results? Why all the 

./ 

ri sks and frustrations? Is it not their right to 
have their results after paying duly · during 
application? 

' Mr Speaker, Sir, there is no doubt that 
corruption and avarice are becoming features 
in . our public offices. I do also believe that 
while the Federal Government envisages the 
autonomy of the Universities in the nearest 
future , the Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board (JAMB) still remains a 
very important Parastatal that is charged 
with the responsibility of admissions and 
entry of our youths for all undergraduate 
programmes in all the recognized 
Universities in the country. Here in Enugu 
State, formal education has · been 
acknowledged as a very veritable weapon of 
fighting ignorance and pove1ty hence the 
huge investment in education. This 
honourable House has also remained a 
strong ally of the Executive arm of 
Government in her eff01ts to make 
qu~l itative education not only affordable but 
also accessible to all . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, what is happening today 
in our Joint Admissions and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB) offices especially in Enugu 
zonal office are obvious stumbling blocks on 
the ways of our youths to higher education. 
T)1is honourable House is known for taking 
the lead in fighting for the rights of the down 
trodden. It is my hope that my hon. 
Colleagues will tackle this Motion · with the 
solemnity it deserves so that the ·ugly 
monster rearing its head in our educational 
system could be obliterated before it finds its 
r,oot. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, having laid an emphasis 
of what I rn.ay call a household problem of 
youths pursuing careers in education in this 
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patt of the country, I urge my colleagues to 
consider the following prayers/resolutions: 

I) To convey a Resolution, 
drawing the attention of the 
Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board (JAMB) 
through the Registrar at the 
National Headquarters, Bwari 
Abuja on the colossal failure of 
the Admissions/Examination 
body to conduct, release ·and 
deliver Examination Results as 
and when due to candidates 
especially those from Enugu 
and the environs. 

II) 

III) 

IV) 

·' 

That the House urges the Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB) to check the 
excesses of some of their staff 
in the Zonal offices especially 
at Enugu as it affects their 
desire for financial 
inducements before performing 
their official duties. 

That the House urges the Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB) to revitalize.and 
update their staff and 
equipment so that they can 
cope with the increasing 
number of 
applicants/candidates now 
seeking admissions to our 
Universities. 

That the House urges the Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB) to design 
strategies for restoring the 
confidence which the public 
had reposed in them in the past. 
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V) 

The confidence is measured in 
their transparent conduct of 
examinations, quick processing 
of examination papers and 
delivery of results to all the 
candidates with dispatch. 

That the House urges the Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB) Zonal Office 
Enugu to be upright and fair to 
the youths of Enugu State and 
the environs who are 
unnecessarily exploited and 
frustrated through excess 
charges. 

VI) That the House urges the 
Federal Minister of Educatiqn, 
Prof. F. Osuji to look into the 
activities of the Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB) with a view to 
nipping some of the vices being 
perpetrated in the board , 
especially with regards to the 
conduct of examinations and 
the delivery of results in Enugu 
and the environs. 

Be it moved and is hereby moved. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): Mr Speaker, 
I have risen to second and align myself with 
this all-important Motion. Mr Speaker, you 
will recall that JAMB has its Headquarters 
somewhere in Bwari, Abuja and Zonal 
offices in places like Sokoto, Kaduna, Tlorin, 
Port Harcourt, Lagos and few other places in 
this country, including Enugu State. 

But what is happening in Enugu zonal 
Office is not something one should be proud 
to associate himself with. To start with, the 
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journey of our youths in JAMB offices has 
been a very ugly experience. It starts from 
collection of JAMB forms. Once there is a 
little scarcity during the collection of JAMB 
forms, then the JAMB officials use that 
opportunity to make money out of the 
disadvantaged situation. Instead of finding a 
way of collecting more forms to issue to 
applicants to take the examinations, they 
now reso11 to collecting stipends so as to 
make it faster for the individual candidates 
to get their forms. Even while submitting 
forms, the youths of this very State are being 
made to suffer some occasional stress in 
collecting forms that were duly paid for and 
then the worst of it all is that the JAMB 
officials have restored to trading with even · 
direct entry forms. Whereby they pay by 
themselves the sum of N I ,500.00 each, 
collecting virtually all the direct entry forms 
in the office, and at the end of the day, when 
the forms must have been out of circulation, 
may be after two or three months time, they 
will now be selling the forms at an 
exorbitant rate of over I 00% increase. You· 
can see a form that was bought for abo_ut 
Nl,500.oo being sold for about N3,500.00 
or N4,000.00 as the case may be or even 
N5,000.00 and it is very sad for this type of 
thing to happen in our own time. 

Today, we are being reminded of the 
misbehaviour of JAMB officials as regards 
JAMB results slips. Mr Speaker, you can 
recall that one of the Commission's 
precedence through which one dm apply for 
JAMB after he must have read through. the 
brochure carefully is for you to enclose 2 
stamped, self addressed envelopes. I think 
in my own estimation, the envelopes should 
be costing between NIO.OO to Nl5 .00 for 2 
of them. Then a minimum ofN20.00 stamp. 
About 200,000 people usually apply for the 
JAMB examinations. The sum of N6 

million and those who apply for the 
Polytechnics which the estimate has been 
ranging between 40,000 to 50,000 should be 
about -N2 million each time they sit for the 
examinations. 

The issue now is what is the essence of 
the scratch card. If JAMB really meant that 
students should be looking for heir 
examination result with scratch cards, then it 
is a very simple thing. They should include 
it in their brochure that every applicant to the 
examination should give his e-mail address 
through which they can now network the 
result and even admissions letters. And 
worst of it all is that even after you must 
have gotten a scratch, it is not a ticket to 
know if one actually got admission. 

So, Mr Speaker, this is a very serious 
problem and I would urge the House to 
really give a serious attention to it. In the 
first place, the JAMB, through this delay of 
result slip, apart from the money being 
wasted and the occasional suffering meted to 
the youths; have in one way or the other 
flouted not only the JAMB Act of 1990, but 
also has indirectly usurped the functions of 
the Nigerian Postal Services (NIPOST) 
arbitrarily without really discharging the 
functions . 

Therefore, Mr Speaker, I urge my 
Colleagues to support this Motion to 
condemn the ugly exercise of JAMB 
especially the top ranking officials in JAMB. 
Unf011unately, the staff of JAMB as is 
currently constituted in Enugu Zonal Office 
are not even indigenes of Enugu State nor 
South East Zone. Because people have 
found out that because of curiosity and zeal 
of an average Igbo man to get whatever he 
wanted, people now use the opportunity to 
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exploit the Zone as a result of their curiosity 
to achieve whatever they want to achieve. 

Therefore, Mr Speaker, I urge my fellow 
hon. Members to support this Motion and 
call the attention of the JAMB coordin'ator 
in Enugu State to this very resolution, and as 
the cosponsor, it is my wish that an 
amendment be made that the JAMB 
coordinator in Enugu be called to order 
specifically by the Registrar JAMB. 

Mr Speaker, I have to rest my case here 
and urge my Colleagues to give their 
rousing supp01i to this wonderful Motion. 
Thank you. 

Mr J. N. Anichul<wu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, my fellow Colleagues, may I seek 
the leave, of this honourable House to 
suspend Rule 25 of our relevant Rules to 
enable me make additional Prayer to this 
Motion on Notice, No. 41 of 2004 as moved 
by the hon. Member for Igboeze North I ·(Mr 
Onyeze). 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker, 
sir, I rise to second that Motion moved by 
the hon. Member of Nkanu East· (Mr 
Anichubvu). 

Question proposed. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (A wgu North): On 
point of information! Mr Speaker, I want to 
give this information before we continue, so 
that it will be examined properly before it is 
debated. 

I have gone tlu·ough this Motion and I 
want to say that it is timely, but.}¥e have to 
look at it properly because the Hous~ of 
Assembly itself is a broadcasting institution. 
The issue of money changing hands at the 

JAMB office and other sundry activities 
going on their need to be properly 
investigated. It is not good for us to pass 
Mption condemning the . issue of money 
e~changing hands without formally taking 
the matter into consideration. I expected that 
this Motion, as good as it is, should have 
been sent to the House Committee on Anti 
Corruption so that the Committee can go to 
that office and see who is in charge there and 
discuss with him and if founded, then the 
Motion becomes necessary. By the time we 
come up with our resolution, people will see 
that we have done a good job. 
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We equally need to have a kind of fill-out 
on those who are preparing for JAMB, that 
is the youths, so that by the time we are 
mentioning specific money, we should be 
s~en to have gone to the root of the matter. 
W~ should not just say we condemn that. 

They get directives from Abuja and we 
are supposed to find out where the directive 
is from before the issue at the JAMB office 
here is directed to the Minister . .. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
somebody prepared this Motion, and I am 
sure he did all that he is supposed to do. He 
did not just pick it up from the road and start 
giving it out to Members, I keep on saying 
this thing; if there is a Motion on notice that 
is coming up hon. Members should , make 
observations informally. I believe that most 
of us got this Motion last week, arid from 
that time up till this moment we are in the 
C~ambers, nobody could raise this matter 
informally so that we can have a way of 
wading into it before coming into the 
Chambers to debate it. · I am sure the hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) got a 
copy of this Motion last week. 
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Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, I did not say 
that we throw the Motion away. 

Mr Speaker: I know, but there are issues 
that we are not supposed to come and 
discuss here. If one believes that the 
monetary aspect of it is not proper, it is not 
what should have been said in the Chamber; 
but whether we like it or not, the Motion has 
been delivered. 

What I am saying is that even if we send 
out a Committee from this House to go to 
that office, what are they going to do? Are 
they going to ask the coordinator· or 
whoever; is it true that you people have been 
collecting money from people? The best 
way the information could reach this place is 
through those students/candidates, and I am 
sure that before this Motion came up, the 
Mover must have interacted with the people 
concerned, the students themselves. The 
issue of going to the JAMB office does not 
arise. 

However, even if we want to fix what he 
said as additional prayers, that is, that the 
House Committee on Anti Corruption should 
do this and that, fine, but I think at this point 
in time, the issue of going to the JAMB 
office to do further investigation does not 
arise, because the Mover of the Motion must 
have done that. This is not a Motion on 
urgent public importance; it is a Motion on 
Notice. He must have done all the 
underground work. Thank you. 

Mr Anichul<wu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
happy with the bon. Member for A wgu 
N01th (Mr Enebe) who reminded us of the 
Anti Corruption Committee. So, Mr 
Speaker, having studied the Motion on 
Notice, I hereby proposed the following 
.additional prayer. 

o• 

Mr Speaker: Order! Honourable 
Colleagues, who seconded that Motion for 
amendment? 

Mr Amu: Mr Speaker, I seconded the 
Motion. 

Mr Speal<er: Okay, the hon . Member for 
Nkanu East (Mr Anichukwu) may then go 
on . 
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Mr Anichukwu: Mr Speaker, the prayer 
is prayer No.7 . 

Mr Enebe: Point of Order. Mr Speaker, 
seconding the Motion is not enough for the 
hon. Member for Nkanu East to continue 
reading out his Motion. You have to present 
it to the House. 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order!! 

Question put and agreed to. 

Rules 25 of the relevant Rules 
accordingly suspended 

Mr Anichukwu: I thank Mr Speaker. 
The additional prayer is that this honourable 
House urges the Joint Admission and 
matriculation Board (JAMB) to stop further 
sale and use of scratch cards, either through 
their agents or dealers. 

Several hon. Members: No! No! 

Mr Anichukwu: Honourable 
Colleagues, I think that the basic ingredient 
of this Motion is based on this scratch card. 
It is because of the scratch cards that they 
are reluctant to send the result. 

. ...-· 
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Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): I wish 
to give further information on JAMB. 
JAMB is a federal institution. We may not 
have full powers to give them directives. 
The issue on the Floor should either be 
directed to the Senate or House of 
Representatives to give further dire~tives to 
JAMB, or send to the Federal ·Ministty of 
Education that can perfectly call 'this 
institution to order based on their leadership. 
The best option is to carry this matter to the 
National Assembly. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, what have you done with the 
additional prayers from the hon. Member for 
Nkanu East (Mr Anichukwu)? 

Mr Speaker: His amendment was not 
carried, hon. Members did not like to hear 
that. Okay! 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
believe strongly that we can directly convey 
our resolutions to the Federal Minister. This 
is the man who is exclusively in charge of 
education in question. I do not know if we 
have done wrong by not contacting the 
National Assembly. National Assembly has 
her own Education Committee that · has the 
right to handle the matter, just like the hon. 
Member for Awgu (Mr Enebe) said. The 
House can pass a Resolution direct to the 
Minister. So, I think this is what the Motion 
is seeking for in connection with the 
Minister. I think there is nothing wrong 
there. 

Mr Speaker: I think your contributions 
are okay. The idea of talking about the 
National Assembly is okay. We can deal 
with the Minister. There is nothing wrong 
with the House dealing direct with the 
Minister. If we want to add another pray to 

·' 

it, by saying we are sending it to the 
National Assembly, fine. What we are 
moving are prayers, prayers that are not out 
of place. 

Mr J . N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I am standing to be recognized. 
(Laughter). 

Mr Speaker: What happened was that 
. the bon. Member for Nkanu East (Mr 

Anichukwu) sought the leave of the House 
and it was accepted and you had your way. 
When you tried to point out your proposed 
amendment, they started shouting that it was 
not wanted. So you can forget about it and 
go ahead to make your contributions unless 
you are not ready to contribute again. 

Deputy Leader: Thank you Mr Speaker, 
Sir. I have equally risen to give my own 
supp01t to this all -important Motion. I think 
the essence of this Motion is once more to 
arrest and deliver the opinions of the Mover. 
The right industry of the lgboman is 
education and it is an outstanding industry in 
this part of the world. It will be a clear sense 

· of direction if we draw the attention of the 
Board in charge not to allow the desire of 
candidates to get into our Universities to be 
dampened. I think what that Motion is 
seeking for primarily is to give more 
direction to the release of the results and not 
on the entire conduct of the exams. It is not 
condemning the entire conduct; it is talking 
on the release of the results to the candidates 
directly. That is the primary purpose of this 
Motion. The Motion is quarrelling with the 
method of delivering the results entered into 
by the candidates. Almost all of us here are 
living witnesses. At least, we had at one time 
been victims. When someone staying in 
your house puts the exams you are already 
involved. 
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In the past, after sitting for the exams, 
one will be in one's home and the results 
will be posted to him in good time. But in a 
situation where the students or candidates 
sat for the exams and at the end .of the day 
the result does not get to them, they are kept 
in the dark. They do not know actually 
whether they are successful in the exa1~s or 
not. This is what the Motion is seeking to 
amend . It is for the immediate arrest of this 
anomaly. With the prompt release of the 
JAMB results, the students in this part of the 
country will be more prepared to go into 
education, which is the prime factor of 
human development. As to the question of 
developing the stupendous potentialities 
latent in an individual as proposed by the 
Mover of the Motion, education is the key to 
all development, otherwise efficiency, and 
effectiveness will be marred by quantitative 
and qualitative educational attainment. 

So this all-imp01tant Motio.n is only 
seeking the attention of the Minister for 
Education and that of JAMB to be ~eire 
organised in releasing the results promptly 
to the applicants. By the time the results are . 
released late, universities must have clos,ed 
for admission . This is what the Motion' is 
trying to amend. One can observe that mar)y 
applicants, these days, waste a lot of time 
before gaining admission into universities. If 
you ask them why they have not entered any 
school, the immediate reply will be that they 
have not gotten their JAMB results . This 
Motions is just condemning the entire 
conduct of JAMB examination. You can see 
that the system of administration has gone a 
I ittle bit above and it is nearing perfection. 
It is only talking in terms of conduct. I 
disagree entirely with anything about 
conduct. 1 am talking in terms ofthe release 

.> 
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of the result. I am not talking of conduct. 
(Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: I hope that the Deputy 
Leader (Mr Anikwe) is not quarr~lling with 
it. The issue of conduct is just very clear. 
(Laughter). 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
conduct is not the release, rather it is part of 
the release. 

Mr Speaker: The Deputy Leader should 
not worry, he has thirty minutes to talk, so 
he can go on. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I throw 
my weight on this Motion and I call on my 
Colleagues to give their support to this all­
important Motion and give it a due passage 
without delay. Thank you, Sir. 

Mr Speaker: Thank you. 

Mr Anichukwu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I seek 
your permission to give me five minutes. 

Mr Speaker: This was why I asked you 
to go ahead and talk earlier when you had 
the Floor. If I allow you to talk twice it is not 
proper and it will be against the Rules. 

Mr Anichukwu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I will 
not like you to go against the Rules. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to align myself with this 
all-important Motion as it concerns the 
falling of the educational sector in this 
country. Everybody knows that our 
educational sector is suffering from many 
variable factors, like incompetence on the 
part of the staff, avalanche, . ?ereliction of 
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duty, total erosion of value at the 
educational sector. 

Every organisation or institution has a 
rule for establishing it. The Rule says that if 
a student or applicant applies accordingly 
for examination, as it used to be before, the 
person is entitled to his result by the . 
transmission of the result. Based on our 
eagerness to get-rich-quick, everybody is 
looking for another way of getting n"ioney, 
thereby, abandoning the rule establishing the 
Institution. The worst aspect of this is that 
the perpetrators of this act are doing that at 
the admiration and knowledge of their 
superior officers, simply because they make 
returns at the end. This is one of the 
problems in the system. Things are no 
longer working as it is supposed to be. So 
we are getting into trouble day by day. 

Mr Speaker, I am of the opinion that 
since JAMB has the rule establishing it as 
regards sending result slips to the students; 
they should follow the rules accordingly, so 
that the students will be happy and the 
confidence they have in the institution will 
not be eroded. But this type of cutting 
corners, looking for money, doing things in 
the wrong way, makes students not to be 
interested in the system. They have no 
hope. The academic future of the youths are 
jeopardized by this process. 

I pray strongly that it is high time this 
situation changes positively, so that we have 
positive impact on our educational sector. 
This very sector is suffering negatively. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I stop so far on this 
Motion and I ask my Colleagues to do 
justice to it so that our educational sector 
will not be jeopardized. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

·' 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to contribute to this 
important Motion. My submission will be 
based on information. I want to bare my 
mind as it affects this Motion. The plight of 
students who apply for JAMB is pathetic, as 
we all know. I can tell you that in 1980 I 
took JAMB. Up till now, I did not see my 
result, whether I failed or passed. It is not 
even seen on their Notice Board. We have a 
JAMB Headquarters at Abuja. The 
efficiency and impediments of this 

. Headqua1ters, affect the Nigerian populace. I 
believe that if the Head is good enough, the 
body will be strong and healthy. I sincerely 

· believe that condemning the JAMB office in 
Enugu here will not be the proper thing for 
us to do. Like the Deputy Leader (Mr P. 
Anik:we) said earlier, if we raise the genera l 
issues as it effect JAMB as an organization, 

· we warn that we do need to investigate 
before dealing with them; we will be doing 
the right thing. By the time we will go into 
the issues .. . . 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me, if the bon. 
· Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) wants 
to contribute to the Motion on the Floor of 
the House, he can go ahead. But if he is 
coming with the idea of opposing the Motion 
on Notice, he has to wait, until others have 
finished their contributions in supp01t of the 
Motion. 
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Mr En.:be: Mr Speaker, Sir, do you 
mean that I should wait? 

Mr Speaker: Yes, you should wait. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr D. Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I am on my feet to support this 
all-important Motion. In fact, I am in support 
of prayers I to 6 and the entire Motion. My 
support stems from the fact that education is 
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the single largest industry in this part of the 
world. In this, system differs from society 
to society, whether formal or informaL I am 
sincerely in support of this Motion because I 
have fallen a victim of paying three hundred 
Naira (N300.00) or five hundred Naira 
(NSOO.OO), and I am ready to testify it 
anywhere they call me to do so. (Laughter) ' 

An hon. Member: Do you want to enter 
University? 

Deputy Speal<er: Mr Speaker, Sir, I paid 
the money for my children. (Laughe1~. The 
Headquarters of JAMB should . do 
something. I am drawing the attention of 
the Hon. Minister, Prof. Fabian Osuji, to 
come to the rescue of Enugu State JAMB 
office. We are not wrong if we draw his 
attention. What we need is accelerated 
approval to enable us convey it accordingly 
to the appropriate quariers for action. 

On behalf of my Constituency, we give 
full support to this imporiant Motion. The 
Committee did their own work before 
coming to the Floor of the House. The 
Members agreed on the Committee level, of 
wh ich I am a party. So, Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to take my seat. Thank you. (Laughe1) 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to give my full suppo11 to this very 
imporiant Motion . Education is the rnost 
important asset that we can give to the 
children of this country. Those who are 
involved in this point of view are upright 
and men of honour. A nation without sOLind 
educational programme will never progress. 
Therefore, the JAMB people should sit up to 
ensure that our youths receive their formal 
education without tears. With this, Mr 
Speaker, I want you to put the Question. 
Thank you. 

640 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, I want to give my support to this 
all-important Motion. This Motion is timely 
and at the right direction. Mr Speaker, the 
issue of JAMB candidates and non release of 
results at the supposed time is not a new 
thing in our educational system. First and 
foremost, a candidate that is gong to enter 
for the examination normally purchases 
JAMB forms. After the filling of the form s, 
he sends the form back to the JAMB with 
stamped and self addressed envelopes - two 
self-addressed envelopes; one is for the 
posting of the candidates form at the. various 
centers (interruptions). So, like I was saying, 
Mr Speaker, I do not think that I am 
protected .. 

Mr Speaker: Go on. 

Mr Onah: So, what I am saying is that 
candidates are meant to submit back the 
forms they purchased from the JAMB with 
two self-addressed envelopes. One of the 
envelopes is made for the posting of 
candidates form at the various centers, while 
the other one is meant for posting of results 
but as the system stands now, candidates 
posting .letters are no more sent to the 
various candidates. I, therefore, do not know · 
why these envelopes are requested buy 
JAMB. 

Whereas they know that they are not 
going to make good use of the envelopes. T 
think that the correct thing is for the JAMB 
to send the letter of posting at least a week 
before the examination. What I mean by 
letter of posting is the centres candidates are 
meant to sit for the examinations. This is a 
very big problem in our system because on 
the very day of the examination or a day 
before the examination, candidates are seen 

__...·· 

_... · 

_.. . 

-----
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going from place to place in order to know 
the particular place they are posted for that 
examination, especially now that Special 
Centres are being created. In most cases, 
candidates fail to sit for the examination 
because they do not know the exact place 
they are posted . As a result of rush, 
normally, a day before the examination or 
on that examination day, we witness a lot of 
road accidents, and high cost of 
transportation fare. All these could have 
been curtailed if candidates know their 
centres earlier before that day. 

I am of the opinion that the envelopes 
candidates attach to the forms they pui·chase 
from the JAMB should be made use of to 
reduce cost, to reduce road accidents and to 
reduce low concentration. This is because 
on the day candidates are supposed ·to be 
sitting for the examination, they rush from 
place to place because they do not know the 
pa1ticular place they are going to stay and 
take the examination. So there is big 
confusion. 

On the other hand, the late release of 
results after the examination is the reason 
people try to find their way out by, IJ1ay be, 
lobbying or making some financial 
inducements in order to know their proper 
results because candidates can stay for 
months after admission at our Universities 
without receiving his or her result. So this is 
why people are eager to pay any price to 
make sure that they obtain their results. As 
a result of this also, some people can easily 
lose their chances of gaining admission, as 
their results are not being posted at the 
proper time Universities are admitting 
students. So, Mr Speaker, I am totally in 
suppo1t of this Motion. Thank you. 

" 641 

Mr <;::. Enebe (Awgu No1th): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to contribute to the 
debate on this Motion. The result of any 
venture is pa1t of its process. Our Motions 
on the Floor of this House should be 
corrective. What I mean by being corrective 
is to analyse what has been going on in the 
JAMB oftice, both at the State and national 
levels. 

The issues raised in this Motion, like I 
said earlier, are so weighty. When we talk 
about financial inducement, we should be 
careful. There is the allegation, for instance, 
that people paid N800.00 and they are given 
receipt of NSOO.OO. It is a weighty 
allegation. If you look at the title of what we 
are discussing, it says Resolution. Not just a 
mere prayer of a Motion. They are different 
things. That the House passed a Motion is 
different from the House passing a 
Resolution. If you look at the dictionary, you 
wi II understand it. Resolution is more 
formal. That is why if you look at the 
Constitution, it refers to the House decisions 
as Resolution and like I did say, the activities 
ofthose at Abuja has a to making or marring 
those at the Zonal Offices. 

Even to save our youths from the 
activities of JAMB, nobody is s_;~tying 

anythi ng about that. 

What I am really saying is that the House 
of Assembly as the people's Agency should 
give those people at the JAMB office a fair 
hearing, so that by the time we put one and 
one together, we know what we are doing. 

For example, there are people who work 
there, and earn their living from there ... 

M r Speal<er: Order! Order!! Honourable 
Colleagues, the House of Assembly is not 
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going to wade into the allegation. If by the 
time we send this thing to Abuja, to the 
Min ister of Education, and he wants to seek 
the advice of this House, we supply him the 
information he requires. If somebody is 
gong to lose his job because of fraud he 
committed, the person should go to hell, I do 
not care. (In terruptions). 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, we all 
know that the House of Assembly speaks 
through Motions and Bills, it is now left for 
us to resolve. So, we shou ld speak on this 
Motion. 

Mr Speaker: The Mover of the Motion 
is not going to be taken to court because he 
moved a Motion. Nobody can do that, I 
mean that nobody can do that; he is 
performing his duty and it is a clear 
function. 

Mr Enebe: It seems you are quarrelling 
with me . 

Mr Speaker: Nobody is quarreling with 
the hon. Member for Awgu North (Mr 
Enebe) , and he can o ahead. 

Mr Enebe: Then allow me to air my 
views. If you bring a Motion on notice, the 
tirst place to resolve it is here. If l see you 
on the road, I do not need to discuss a 
Motion with you along the road, and if you 
want us to .. . 

Several hon. Members : Go ahead! Go 
ahead! ! 

Mr Speaker: If the hon. Member for 
Awgu N01th (Mr Enebe) wants to go ahead, 
let him go ahead, if he has tinished, may he 
sit down. 

' 

Mr Enebe: Mr speaker . may stop 
interrupting me. 

Mr SpP.aker: The hon. Member for 
A wgu No1th (Mr Enebe) may sit down 
please. 

Mr Enebe: You are interrupting me on 
my points, allow me to finish. It is going to 
be on record. 

So. what l am saying is that by the time 
we pass this Motion, the rest will have to 
suffer, not just the prayers, that is what I am 
saying. The body of the Motion and the 
prayers make up the Motion, not just the 
praye rs. And if you look at the second page, 
l think tifth to the last line, (Laughte1). 

Mr Speaker: Look at the second page. 
The hon. Member for Awgu No1th (Mr 
Enehe) has not finished at all. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, if there is a 
Mot ion on the Floor, and everybody says 
yes, it is not even the best. 

642 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
A wgu North (Mr Enebe) may hear me out. 
If there is a Motion on the Floor and 
somebody is saying No, let him say No with 
reasons, not by sentiment. One can say No 
with good reasons. Somebody may kill it 
with good reasons . 

Mr Enebe: Nobody is go ing to kill any 
Motion. I am not say ing that the Motion 
shou ld be killed. What I am saying is that if 
we are going to include those weighty points 
li ke that tl1ey take money, up to seven 
hu ndred Naira (N700) and they issue five 
hu ndred Naira (N 500) receipt, and if we are 
going to include the second prayer that they 
take ti nancial inducement before they do 
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their job; if we are going to include all those 
things. we must have investigated it. that is 
what I am saying. 

But when you say the activities of the 
adm inist rative officers in the JAMB orticc 
of Enugu. it is okay. but when you mention 
ligures. mention that people take money and 
did not investigate it. that is whai I am 
pointing out. I am not saying that the 
Motion is bad. 

My position is that we should have given 
them a fair heming. for them to state their 
case. It will not be proper in our first 
contact with those we are supposed to 
defend their progress. we condemn them 
without talking to them. 

I urge the Mover of the Motion to tell us 
how he came up with these allegations. 

Mr Speaker: Is it what the hon . Member 
for A wgu North (Mr Enehe J would want the 
Mover of the Motion to analyse here on the 
Floor of this House'? 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker. my posit iOn in 
this very Motion is either we remove those 
issues that affect money or we send it to a 
Committee for proper investigation . 

Mr Spcal.:cr: Honourable Colleagues. 
the only way we can remove them is when I 
put the Question. 

Deputy Leader (1\ /r ..lnikll'c:): On point 
or explanation! Mr Speaker. if we 1\atch the 
submission of the last speaker. we have been 
making efforts to get things cleared there. 
The simple truth there. in that Motion . is that 
it is calling the attention of the Minister to 
the inducement. There is no formal 
prosecution of anybody there. It is only 

when we call the attention of the Minister. 
he can now investigate. There. is nothing 
wrong in this mere Prayer for the Motion. It 
is only calling for attention. 

, M r Speaker: Honourable Colleagues. we 
have a way of' saying No, rluughter). 

What I am saying in this is that there is a 
way of saying No. if by the time I put the 
Question on any point one does not agree 
with. one can make ones position clear. One 
can eve n call for a division . 

Mr 1\'1 . 0 . Onyczc (lgboeze North 1): Mr 
Speaker. Sir. I want to th row more light on 
the issues raised on this Motion. In the tirst 
instance. education is in the concurrent list. I 
did not talk about Minister of Defence or 
1\rmoury. I am talking about an area vvhere 
the St~lte l.egislature and National Assembly 
can make Motions. discuss or even make 
laws. If the House of Assembly has the 
power even to establish Universities, why 
can't we talk about how people are going to 

6-D 

Unive rsities. · 

We arc aware that this Session of the 
House has passed a Law establishing a 
Univers ity. and it is known by the entire 
Nation. The National Universities 
Commission (NUC) has accepted the Law. 
So. why can't we talk about admission, how 
people go in or come out or University. if we 
ha ve th~o: power to establish Univers ities. 

I am also aware that a Member of my 
Committee once raised a Motion asking the 
Federal rvt inister of Science and Technology 
to l~1cilitate the release of equipment sent to 
Institute of Management · and Technology 
(I MT). Enugu. This House also passed that 
Motion. It was not passed through the 
Nat ional t\ssembly. it was a Motion directed 
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to the Minister. and they have reacted. The 
Institute or Management and Technology. 
inrormed us that they have reacted. 

So. I do not see anything wrong in 
talking about something that we have power 
to talk about. We do not e:-.:pcct all the 
candidates in Enugu State to come and talk 
about this Motion. We arc their voices. we 
represent them. and I want to assure you that 
I did not initiate this Motion. I have ·a \\Titc 
up even from highly. placed citizens. even 
lhm1 Permanent Secretaries. complaining 
and asking what we are doing about the 
e:-.:ploitation and frustration of our youths. 
All these things motivated me to build up 
this Motion. 

As to the Prayers. they arc wide enough . 
The 7onal Office can deny. admit or de!Cnd 
themselves. l.ook at prayer No. 5. it is 
calling on them to be upright and treat our 
children t~1irly. If they say that what \\C arc 
saying is wrong let them de !Cncl it. I am 
sure that the issues raised are based on l~1cts. 
and I do not \\'ant them to be prosecuted; I 
do not want them to go to Anti-Corruption. 
Let them help the thing to move smoothly. 
that is my business in the House here.· 

I do not want to go to the c:-.:tcnt that 
some of my Colleagues are going: that we 
should investigate and prosecute them. I am 
not interested in their going to prison. I 
want the thing to improve. 

If we look at another Prayer there. it is 
calling on .IAMB. and it is even c:-.:oncrating 
this Body here. Look at prayer 3. it is 
asking them to update their equipment. 
because they are having too many 
candidates to cope with. That is why they 
cannot release results; it is not the business 
of the Zonal Onices to procure those 

:/ 

equipment. If the National Body agrees with 
us th~1t 11hat we arc saying is true. they 
should help them to be up-to-elate and carry 
out their runctions cllectivcly. Why do we 
invol\c the Minister'? 

The Minister is involved with the release 
of runcls. l f you look at Prayer three. it is 
calling on the Minister to help. The 
intention of the Mover of the Motion is not 
to persecute them. it is not to investigate 
them. llm1cver. these things are based on 
1:1cts. I believe that this honourable House 
will do the youths or this State and its 
environs a very good favour if they pass this 
Motion. In two weeks time. they will be 
taking .IAMB e:-.:ams again and they will be 
c:-.:pecting results. 1r we pass this Motion. I 
belic1·c there will be improvement. I believe 
that the ) ouths \\'ill be happy: I believe our 
c!Torts 111 supporting the educational 
progr~1mn1es in the State will yield more and 
more positive results. Thank you. Mr 
Speaker. 

(l.J.J 

Mr A. 0. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr 
Speaker. Sir. I want to usc this singular 
opportunity offered to me to thank the 
Sponsor oi' this Motion in the person of the 
hon. Member for lgboeze North I (Mr 
( Jm·c:L'I l()r a well -articulated Motion. Mr 
Speaker. sir. we have talked about 
rrustration. The mode and method. t ime 
rrame. by which .IAMI3 releases their results 
is .a shame. I think it is a waste of time on 
this great Parliament for me to go back to 
itcmi;e all that have been said by my 
respected Colleagues. I am a living witness 
at .I/\MI3 nrfice sometime last month. One of 
the oi'liCL's \\'as about to be turned into a 
Labour room because of· the delay and 
frustration of starr of that ortice. A pregnant 
\\'Oman 11as almost giving birth before the 
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public. Mr Speaker. Sir, I was very helpful 
that day. { lntermpt io11.1). 

Mr Speaker: 1-lo•v? 

Mr Chigho: Mr Speaker. Sir. 
, , contributed by asking my Dri,·er to t~1ke the 

woman to a hospital. (/'m/onged lau.~hta). I 
was a victim of the scandalous staff of 
JAMB. Just like the Deputy Speaker (t\!r 
Ati,(,11t'e) said. if you have somebody sitting 

· . ' for JAMB. you have to take care of him or 
her in the same way as if you arc the person 
offering for it. I have sent my relations to do · 
one or t\\'O things in that orticc·. Mr 
Speaker. Sir. if you watch the people at the 
Public Gallery. half of them arc students of 
this great State. still looking for admission 
because of the problem they arc having in 
JAMB office. The problem is too numerous 
to mention. It is the wish of the entire Uzo 
Uwani people whom I represent that I ask 
and urge Mr Speaker. to put the Quesiion. 
Thank you. Sir. 

.. 

• J ~ 

• j \ 

Question, that thl! <Juestion he nr:J\1 · ·Jill/ , 

put am/ agreed to. 

Alain Qul!stion put and ugrl'ed to. 

Resolved: 
I) To convey a Resolution. 

drawing the atkntion ··of the 
.Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board (.IAMB) 
through the Registrar at the 
National lleaclqual1crs. 13wari, 
Abuja. on the colossal failure 
of the Admissions/ 
Examination Body, to conduct. 
release and deliver 
Examination Results as and 
" ·hen due to candidates 

.;1 6..\5 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

especially those from Enugu 
and the environs. 

That the I louse urges the Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation 
Board (.IAMB) to check the 
excesses of some of their staff 
in the zonal omces especially \It 
Enugu as it affects their desire 
for financial inducements 
before performing their official 
duties. 

That the I louse urges the Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation 
Board (.IAMB) to revitalize and 
update their staff and 
equipment so that they can cope 
with the increasing number of 
applicants /candidates now 
seeking admissions to our 
Universities. 

That the I louse urges the Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation 
Board (.IAMB) · to d~sign 

strategies for restoring the 
confidence. which the public 
had reposed in them in the past. 
The con tidencc is measured in 
their transparent . conduct of 
examinations. quick processing 
of the examination papers and 
delivery of results to all the 
candidates with dispatch. 

That the I louse urges the Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB) Zonal Office, 
Enugu to be upright and fair to 
the youths of Enugu State and 
the environs who are 
unnccessari ly exploited and 
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6) 

li·ustrated 
chargt:s. 

through t:\Ct:SS 

That the House urges the 
Federal Minister or Education 
Prof. F. Osuji to look into the 
activities of the Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation 
Board (J 1\ M 8) \\'ith a vic" to 
nipping some of the vices 
being perpetrated in the Board 
especially with regards to the 
conduct of c:-:aminations and 
the delivery or results in Enugu 
and the environs. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Visitors 

Mr Speaker: All Members are please 
requested to be in my office on the rising of 
the House. The House has a Visitor. the 
Coordinator, DFID. Enugu State. If you 
watch upstairs those of you at my right side 
will see them sitting in the Gallery. We 
need to meet with them in my ortice on the 
rising of the 1-louse. They have been here 
waiting and "e cannot kl.!ep them longer 
than necessary please. lkfore I linally 

, , adjourn the House I humbly wish to inform 
you officially that the Deputy British lligh 
Commissioner in Nigeria is here in the 
Chamber at the Gallery. So I welcome them 
to Enugu State: 
State House 
importantly. I 
Chambers of 
Assembly. 

.;/ 

I welcome them to Enugu 
of Assembly. Most 
\\'Cicome them to the 

Enugu State 1-lousc of 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker. Sir. hon. 
Co lle; Jgu~.:s. I hereby move that the House do 
now ;1djourn till Thursday. 29' 11 April. 2004 
at I 0 a.m. Thank you. Sir. 

Mr F. C. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speakt:r. Sir. I rise to Second the Motion for 
adjoummt:nt. Thank you. Sir. 

(jul'stinn put unci ugrl'l'd 111. 

Rc.wh·l'd: That the 1-louse do now 
acljoum till Thursday 29' 11

• April. 2004 at 10 
a.m. 

.-ldirmmecl uccrmlingly ut 12.30 fUJI. 

641> 

t. 



~ 

• 

.. 

' ! 

1:293 

1-."nug u SWIL' /louse o/.·ls.,·t'llihh· I lehules 

] IJ . IJiril. ]IJ().f 1:29~ 

HOUSE Of ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STJ\TE OF NIGERLJ\ 

Thur.\'lk~r. 29'" April 200-1 

(The House mel ot 10 £1.111.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEE DINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, before us arc our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 70 of Tuesday 27111

. day 
of April. 2004. I have gone through 
them and found them to be corn:ct. 
However. in keeping \\ ith the niles of 
the House. I need your comments to 
give it a legal backing. Thank you . 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have equally gone throirgh 
the Votes and Pr'oceeclings and. round 
them to be correct. I. there fore. move 
for their adoption. Thank you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the 
Motion as moved by the hon . Member 
for Awgu North (!v/r £11(•/Je). 

Question IJ/11 und agreed to. 

Votes and J>mceedinl!,s of' F1iesdor. 
27'" April. 200-/ occordiJ;gh· ~uloiJied . 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Ap pointment of New Chief Whip 

M r Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues. following the resignation of 
the hun. Chief Whip of the House (!vir 

E::enlliJ and his subsequent election 
according to the local government 
system or this State. thereby leaving a 
vacant position in the leadership of this 
l-louse. the PDP caucus met and decided 
to lill the vacancy. Consequently. the 
hon . Member for lgboetiti East (Mr 
OdoltJ is hereby chosen to be the new 
Chief Whip of Enugu State House of 
Assembly. It takes immediate effect. 
Than k ynu . 

Committee Meetings 

There will be an inaugural meeting of 
the I louse Committee on Agriculture 
and Natural Resources scheduled to take 
place as follows: Date. Thursday. 29111 

April. 2004. Time. on the rising of the 
House. Venue. Chairman ' s office room 
218 . The hon. Speaker is cordially 
invited. Please. be punctual. Signed by 
Mr Tony Chigbo. Chairman. 

Tile I louse Committee on Education 
and Science and Technology will meet 
on the rising of the I louse at room 216. 
Signed. by Mr (Nze) Michael Onyeze. 
Chairm~lll. The !louse Committee on 
Pdrolcum Resources and 
Environmental Managemerit will meet 
on the rising of the House. that is. today . 
Venue: Room 214 . Signed by Mr 
Johnny Obidinma. Chairman. 
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The lluust: flit!/ ur I I! u. 111. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Cha ir) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AN D 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues. our 
Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 29'h day 
or April. 200-+ arc bel(xe LI S. I ha ve gone 
through them. and found them to be correct. 
However. I need yo ur comments. Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka \Vest): Mr Speaker. 
Sir. I have gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings or last si tting and lt)und them to 
be correct. I. thcrdore. move It)!' the adoption 
of Votes and Proceedings or Thursday. 29'h 
April. 2004 as correct recording of what 
transpired that clay . Thank you. 

Mr G.O. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South II) : 
Mr Speaker. Sir. I have equally gem~: through 
the Votes and l)rot:t:edings or our last 
legi si<ll ive sitting and found them to ht: true 
rt: lkction of what \\ 'C discussed. J. thereJ()re. 
~ceond the Motion for its adoption. Thank 
you. 

Question put wul ugrec:d to. 

Votes unci Proec.:edings uf' Tlwrsclur. ]!.)'" 

.·ljwil. ]00-1. ucmrclinglr udujJ!ed 

./ 

(l4() 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Appeal to Members to Come up with 
Motion and Bills 

1\lr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues. in 
ract. \VC do not have much to diSCUSS this 
morning. But I do hope that by the ne:-;t 
sitting. \\ t: wi ll have a lot of things to debate 
upon. SP. I appeal to you once more. to 
intensify yPur cfrorts and also try to come up 
with lots and lots or Motions or 13ills because 
the !Joust: or Assembly. both at State and 
Federal l .eve ls. is being heard through 
Motions and Bill s. I believe that if we 
continue in the \\·ay and manner we 
proceeded from the first clay or inauguration 
of thi s honourable House. everybody will be 
very very proud . and we are going to have 
lots allll IPts of Motions and Bills passed. I 
implore you to intensi f)· your efforts towards 
the attainment or our goals. 

Committee Meeting 

The Hllusc Committee on Public Accounts 
ami !\ nti Corruptions will have their meeting 
tomorrow. The venue will be Chairman's 
ortice. room 219 by I I a.m. 

Inauguration 

\Yish to remind you that those who were 
unable to inaugurate their Committees should 
please do so as a matter or urgency. I will be 
the last person to send assignment to any 
Committe~: that has not been inaugurated. 
You will recall that these Committees were 
anno.unced over a month ago. Therefore. I 

e:-.;pectcd that by now. you must have done 
yo ur inaugurations and be ready for work . 
f:gain. I <lm not ready to entertain anything 
from any Committee that has not bee 
inaugurated. It is illegal and I will never 
accept it. So. please. endeavour to inaugurate 
yo ur Commillec . 
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Meeting · 

The House Committee on Environment 
Management and Petroleum, Resources, will 
1:neet with the hon. Speaker on the rising of 
the House. The venue will be Speaker's 
officer. Signed by the Chairman of the 
Committee, hon. Member for Oji River (Mr 
.J Obidinma). 

ADJOURNMENT 

Deputy Leader (Mr P Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I rise to move 
that this honourable House do now adjourn 
till Tuesday, 11'11 May 2004. Thank you. 

Chief Whip (Mr E Odo): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, hon. Colleagues, I rise to secqnd the 
Motion for adjournment. · And while doing 
so, I wish to draw the attention of the House 
to our Rules, more especially Section 28, 1-5 
which dwells on Behaviour of Members 
during sitting. May I crave the indulgence to 
Mr speaker to allow me read out that Section 
so that no hon. Member will fall victim of 
that Section: I read as follows: 

1) During a sitting all memhers 
shall be formally dressed and 
shall enter or leave the House 
with decorum. 

2) Members shall not cross the 
Floor of' the House unnecessarily 
or sit in a place allotted to any 
other .kfember. 

3) Members shall not read 
new~popers, books and lellers in 
their places except such 
newspapers. books and lellers as 
may be connected with the 
business under debate. 

4) During a Slll111g all Members 
shaf.l be silent or shall con("er mily 
in1inderlones. 

5) . Member~: shall not make unseemly 
interruptions while any Member is 
speaking. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, why I want to address 
this is that, we are afraid, that in the course of 
discharging our duties, we do not want to fall 
into confrontation with anybody. I urge you, 
Mr Speaker, to advise Members to strictly 
adhere to these Rules as the Office of the 
Chief Whip and the Deputy Chief Whip will 
seek to recommend to Mr Speaker for 
appropriate observance of this Rule. Thank 
you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
there is no debate on Motion for adjournment, 
but I want to state that your observation is 
well noted. That I will tell you with effect 
from next sitting; anybody that fails to 
comply with the relevant Rules that is, Rule 
28: 1-5 will not be allowed to be part of us. 
In the next sitting I will give you all the 
powers to go ahead and deal with anybody 
that fails to comply with the Rules. 

M r C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, while supporting the Motion for 
adjournment, I want to inform the House that 
observance of the Rules of the House rests 
strictly with Mr Speaker and not the Chief 
Whip. The Chief Whip's responsibility is 
just to whip hon. Members into the Chambers 
and not doing Provost's job. Thank you. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House do 
now adjourn till Tuesday, 11 111 May 2004 at 
10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.15 p.m. 

, 
:J 

.... - ~ 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGE'RIA 

Tuesday, II'" May, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.n1.. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, our 
Votes and Proceedings No. 72, dated Tuesday 
4th . May 2004 are before us. I have gone 

through them . and to the best of my 
. knowledge; they are correct. However, I need 
yo~ur comments. ,Thank you. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukb' East): Mi: Speal~er, I 
have gone through the Votes and Proceedings 
equally and I found them correct. I, therefore, 
move for its adoption. Thank you. · 

Mr A. Nnadi (Igbo Etiti West): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
for the adoption of the last Votes and 
Proceedings of this honourable House. 

Question put and agreed to. 
Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, .11'11 

May 2004 accordinglyadopted. 

I · ~ \. 

·" 
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MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC 
IMPORTANCE 

Strike Action by Resident Doctors 
ofUNTH 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I move that this honourable 
House do now suspend her Rule No. 25 to 
enab le me come up with a matter of urgent _..­
public importance. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr Speaker, 
I rise to second the Motion . Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

House Rule No. 25 accordingly 
suspended 

Deputy Leader: That the Enugu State 
House of Assembly do send an S. OS call to 
the Minister of Health, Prof Ey itayo Lambo, 
to personally intervene in the face off between 
the Resident Doctors and the management of 
UNTH 

Chief Whip (Mr E. Odo): Mr Speaker, I 
rise to second the Motion as moved by the 
last speaker. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, another 
serious threat to one of the famous Health 
Institutions in this part of our country has 
occurred . This time, it is the UNTH Resident 
Doctors and the Management. The resident 
doctors at this hospital have just down tooled 
their working materials, thereby paralyzing 
the Hea!thcare of our people. A careful study 
of the demand of the resident doctors 

_.....-

_.....-
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suggested that the Management may not be 
personally responsible for the non-inclu_sion 
of them in the 221/2% salary increase. 

I will go further to expatiate in this. Mr 
Speaker, you \. know that for. · anything 
involving ·· salary inct:ernent, there IS a 
constituted authority, approving authority 
from the Federal Mit1istry of Health as now 
concerns the resident doctors but there _has 
not been any formal circular on this issue that 
the resident doctors should be included in th e 
221 /2%. That is why I discovered that the 
Management cannot on their own issue a 
Circular without approval from the Federal 
Minister of Health. 

Mr Speaker, and honourable Colleagues, 
if the Management of UNTH Enugu may not 
be singled out as being responsible, why then 
the resident doctors of UNTH only embarked 
on a strike? There are other such Federal 
H~alth Institutions · scattered .. across · the 
country. . Why UNTJI · :gnugu only? .-Mr 
Speaker, Sir, it may interest you to know that 
since the establishment of this center of 
excellence, this is the only time an indigene 
of this State is being appointed the Chief 
Medical Director. I strongly refuse to believe 
that the strike at this point in time may not be 
political. 

However, the course of the matter is tba1 
our people can no longer receive treatment at· 
this hospital that bas no immediate alternative 
as center of excellence in this country in 
general and this part of the country in 
pariicular. 

. , ·} \ . 

652 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the consequence of this 
strike action by the resident doctors can only 
be imagined than discussed. /. The actual 
people who perform the greater medical 
services are the resident doctors. 

I go down a little bit to explain what I 
mean by resident doctors at this point in time. 
There are some categories of medical doctors. 
There are those who are about graduating, 
they are specifically called people on 
housemanship, they have not been certified as~­

medical doctors. Apart from this, there are 
those they call the resident doctors, and the 
resident doctors are those trying to get 
specialized in an area, they are not yet 
specialists. Apari from them, we have the 
Consultants, and the Consultants are those 
who are specialists in some areas of ailments. 
They are a little bit above in their hierarchy. 

Mr Speaker, the consultants who are very 
few, can only be invited at extreme cases, or 
do we say the ones on Housemanship? 
Presently, the UNTH Enugu is grounded to a 
halt. The people with casualties have been 
vacated and perhaps asked to go home and 
die; the same to others with various ailments 
already on admission for treatment. The .. 
incessant abandonment of duties by these....-­
caliber of doctors in the Federal Health 
Institutions in this part of our country is a big 
embarrassment to the people and government 
of Enugu State. These doctors who are 
human beings with consciences have their 
professional doctrine- to save life at all cost, 
and not the other way round. 

---
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Mr Speaker, bon. Colleagues, it is in view 
of the aforesaid facts that I urge this 
honourable House to resolve as follows : 
Prayers: 

I ·~ 

1. That this honourable House send 
an S.O.S call on the Minister of 
Health, Prof. Eyitayo Lanibo, to 
personally . intervene and bring to 

· a stop the face-off b'etween the 
Resident doctors and the UNTH L . . .. 

EnugLi Management. · 
·" 

2. That an investigation be carried 
out by the Minister to determine, 
whether the strike action · is 
political and if so, adequate 
punishment be meted out on 
those behind the scene. 

3. That management and the 
Resident doctors should enter 
into dialogue immediately and 
sort out the matter without fmiher 
delay. 

4 . . That strike action shGJuld be the 
last resort in our health 

I · ~ institutions. 

Chief Whip : Mr Speaker, Sir, I am proud 
to associate myself with this impotiant 
Motion. Mr Speaker IJ1ay recall that 
sometime last year, the Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of Health brought out a 
circular excluding medical doctors from the 
221 /2 percent salary increase, as against other 
staff of the establishment, and I recall also 
th?-t there are other hospitals of the same 
status with the Nigeria University Hospital; 

·' 

I · ~ \ . 

we have Teaching Hospital in Gwagwalada in___.,.­
Abuja; we have University ofllorin Teaching 
Hospital; and that of Lagos, Po1i Harcomi, 
and others. The exclusion of this class of 
people from the 221 /2 percent increase is not 
the making of the Management of the 
University of N igeria Teaching Hospital 
(UNTH), Enugu, so, I personally see what is 
happening in UNTH in two folds. In the first 
instance, it has some political undetione. 
Secondly, there is this personality clash 
between medical doctors and other 
professionals in the hospital. 

Mr Speaker, political reasons in the sense 
that it has not been going well with the 
management of the hospital because prior to 
this time around the Chief Medical Director . ..--r 
of UNTH has been somebody nominated 
from outside the State possibly on merit, 
because as a Federal Establishment, it does 

653 

qot necessarily mean that the person must 
come from Enugu. Fortunately, this time 
around, we have somebody who is qualified 
for the post and whose activities in the 
estab li shment has merited him the post of 
Chief Medical Director. Now, I suspect a 
gang-up within the hierarchy of the medical 
personnel in the establishment as to distablize 
the youngman there so as to put into effect or 
to supposedly assume that the youngman 
does not really know what he is doing, which 
actually is not the case. That is the political 
view I have on that. 

Secondly, and which is very paramount in 
our minds, is the issue of personality clash 
between the medical . doctors and other 
personnel in the establishment, and all over 
the country, anyway. 

__-.:"[ 
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You know, prior to this time and even at 
present, there is this belittlement as has 9een 
shown by medica l doctors to nurses, 
Radiographers, Lab-technologists, and even 
Dental surgeons. So, we wish to rea lly recall 
that even tl\e Dental and · Medical 
Pt'actitioners' Act that e~tablished the practice 
of medicine as guides the medical doctors, 
also encourages all these subsidiary staff that 
ass ist the medical doctors in the discharge of 
their duty. 

So, it will be very very unfair if a policy 
has been issued from above to favour people 
who are working in a hospital , and the 
medical doctors will on theii· own try to carve 

····- -·"·- --- ' 

out something from it for themselves . There 
are other benefits the medical doctors enjoy 
which are quite strange to thi s class of 
personnel as I have itemized above. So; Mr 
Speaker, it will be in the interest of this State 

. . I 

and the nation at large, if this House should 
actually condemn what is happeriing in 
UNTH, b~cause the UNTH is not the only 
hospital of such in this. country. ·we have a 
lot of them, and we have not heard that 
Gwagwalada Specialist Hospital has gone on 
strike on the ground of 221 /2 percent. We 
have not heard that the P011 Harcom1 
Teaching Hospital has gone on strike on the 
grounds of 22112 percent, so also Lagos and 
quite a number of them across the country . 
So, it is time for us to really condemn this 
·auinTCie and appeal to the Minister, if possible 
to the President, to quickly intervene in this 
ugly incident, because right now if you go to 
UNTH nothin g live is happening there. 
There is no medi cal doctor, there is nothing, 
even those Housemanship are 'coming to 

I ·) 

·" 

·' 
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work skeletically and they have indirectly 
paralysed even the radiographers, nurses and 
lab-technologists who could be of great 
assistance to what is happening in .the 
Hospital. 

So, Mr Speaker, I wish to urge my 
Colleagues to give a rousing welcome to this 
Motion and suppot1 it accordingly, so that 
normalcy can be restored in the University of 
N igeri a Teaching Hospital, Enugu . Thank 
you. 

-~ 
Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River) : Mr Speaker, 

Sir, I strongly commend the Mover of this 
Mot ion for his favourable speeches towards 
health. I also commend him for his indepth 
look into the issues as raised. Mr Speaker, 
what is happening in the UNTH, to me, 
cannot be enumerated. The Nigeria Council 
of Medical Doctors approved that any 
hospital that can pay the 22112 percent, could 
go ahead and pay. It is not compulsory. 

We can remember some time ago the 
Federal Government added 17112 percent to 
each worker's salary, and urged each State to 
pay according to tlwir capacity. So, this their 
demand is not substantial enough to make 
them go on strike. In fact, what they are --· 
actually trying to do is to push the Chief~ 
Medical Director to pay, because he is not 
their choice. I may not mention names but 
only a pocket of them are doing that. 

Mr Speaker, this is an action that should 
be condemned in its entirety because what 
they are trying to do is genocide, because 
whether they are right or wrong, it will make 
somebody die, because a breach of society 

~-
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interest is genocide and murder. .. So, these 
doctors should be called to order. 

Therefore, Mr Speaker, I strongly suppoti 
all the prayers. I call on this honourable 
House to please give it all the necessary 
supp01i. 

M1· J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to associate myself with 
this Motion. If the strike of the Resident 

. Medical Doctors of UNTH is truce, then it is 
unfortunate. Whatever it is, it is unfortunate. 
I ·).start to . w01\der at ~imes · if we h.ave 
pt:ofessional ethics iii · whatever we ·· do, 
patiicularly in the medical field. If such 
strike should come up, why should it be now, 
and why should it be in Enugu State. Is it 
because of the end-time which the Ministers 
of God prophesy as Og'wu-g-vvu Oge. This is a 
time when man battles with life; all types of 
disease abound now. People are attacked 
indiscriminately by known and unknown 
di.seases. This is a time when the masses of 
Enugu State should get medical attention. 

Mr Speaker, why I say this is that the 
Resident Doctors of UNTH are supposed to 
know that whate~er is- their griev,ances, they 

·should have looked for alternative means of 
t'esolutions . . I wond'er why they have firially 
decide to eti1bark on strike. What~ver it .is, I 
still maintain that it is very unfOiiunate. Even 
when medical services were being provided, 
people still die, how much more when they 
have actually decided that people should die 
whether they I ike it or not. It is very 
unfotiunate and I am not happy about it. If it 
is monetary problem, it is unfOiiunate 

.;/ 

I·). \. 
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because all of us do not know the reasons 
they had in mind . 

We human beings should be allowed to 
live. This alone is a c;:dculated attempt to 
frustrate the Chief Medical Director. I do not 
think it is the best solution to embark on 
strike because they are dealing with human 
life and I do not like it. There are so many 
other ways to resolve this matter. If they do 
not like the man, they should ask him to go . 
Even if they ask him to go, why? 

.~· 

Mr Speaker, I am entirely in suppOii of 
this Motion and every avenue should be 
explored by this House to ensure that 
normalcy is restored at the University of 
Nigeria Teaching Hospital Enugu. UNTH 
does nottreat only people from Enugu State, 
people from across the country come to~: 

UNTH for treatment. I think they should 
listen to the voice of man, which is the voice 
of God. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I strongly suppoti this 
Motion and the proposals as moved by the 
bon. Member for Ezeagu (Mr Anik-we). This 
is part of the delicacy of this honourable 
House of Assembly. We are considering the 
bad aspect of it because it affects life . Any 
idea that is good we have to commend it. We 
are now condemning the strike action 
embarked upon by the Resident Doctors . I 
believe that my bon. Colleague will give this 
Motion a speedy passage. They say that a 
stitch in time saves nine. In this situation 
where two elephants fight only the grass will~ · 

suffer. We the masses are suffering. Those· 
who are sick now do not have avenue to get 
treatment. Nobody knows what will happen 
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to h 1111 at the next momept. So, every effort 
should be applied to r~store nornralcy at the 
UNTH, Enugu. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr A. Nnadi (Igboetiti West): Thank you, 
Mr Speaker for recognizing me. I want to say 
one or two things on this important Motion. I 
hereby state that there is no need for me to 
repeat what my hon. Colleagues have spoken 
on this Motion. I have to make one or two 

---- -~:t~.Q I~S ~ ... Resident Doctots should see 
themselves as people trained to take care of 
the sick. They should see themselves as 
people who are working in good partner_ship 
with people like the Rev. Fathers who are 
close to God . They should have ,considered 
the fact that they are there to save lives. 
What is the poiht for instance, if they are to 
meet with the Almighty: God, if in the process 
of what they are doing now a lot of persons 
die . How can they stand before the Lord and 
defend it. Remember that one of the . ten 
commandments says: thou shall not commit 
murder. By what they are doing now they 
have committed murder. 

Secondly, I want to ask this question but I 
do not V:~I~t an answer to be immediately 
given. If the case now is between the UNTH 
Management and the Resident Doctors, 
embarking on strike shoul d not have been the 
best option . What they would have done is to 
go into dialogue and they would have 
reported this n-iatter to the 'appropriate 
auth orities. I think it would have even paid 
them better if tbey hacl::taken this step. I· am 
of the opinion that the doctors ha~e gone out 
of their professional ethics. They are now 
pursuing wealth. If, for instance, I was trained 
to be a Medical doctor, I will serve 

accordingly and I do not think that I would 
have come to do politics . I am going to 
concentrate all my effotis on medicine and I 
w ill perform better than what I am doing 
now. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to let this~ 
honourable House to know that I stand to · ·~ 1 

condemn completely the attitude of these 
Resident Doctors. They · should be called to 
order. I think, at this point in time, I have-tO- ---· .. 
rest my case and wish my hon. Colleagues 
w il l speak in favour of this important Motion. 
Let us give this Motion an accelerated 
passage. Furthermore, Mr Speaker, in the 
absence of any other contributions from the 
Floor, I unanimously move that the Question 
be now put. Thank you, and God bless. 

Question, That the Question be now put, 
put and agreed to. 

656 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 
1. 

--1f 
That this Honourable House 
sends an S.O.S call on the 
Minister of Health, Professor . 
Eyitayo Lambo, to personafiy ____ _ .. 

intervene and bring to a stop the 
face-off between the Resident 
doctors and the UNTH, Enugu 
Management. 

2 . That an investigation be carried 
out by the Minister to determine, 
whether the strike action is 
political and if so, adequate ;; 
punishment be meted out on 
those behind the scene. 

-11 
I 
I 

.... . •"" 
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That Management and the 
Resident doctors should enter 
into dialogue i.mn::tediately and 
so1i out the matter without fllliher 
delay. 0 

4. That strike action should be the 
last reso1i in our health 

. institLJtions. 

I-~ ANNOUNCEMENT . 

Mr Speaker: This letter is from the hon. 
Member for lsi Uzo (Mr K. Ebenyi) and I 
read as follows:-

The Han. Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Independent Layout, 
Enugu. 

Dea1;Sir, 

RE: LETTER OF RESIGNATION 

I humbly resign my membership of the 
Enugu State House of Assembly and 
s.u!;sequently the Leader of this Legislature. 
This is as a result oj..n1y appointment and 
elevation as· a Nigeriaii Ainbassador in. the 
Kingdom of Spain. I see it as a National 
Service and therefore have to answer the call. 

I wish to thank Mr Speaker and my 
Colleagues for giving me the opportunity to 
serve the Parliament as a Leader. My thanks 
equally go to the .Clerk of the House, the staff 

•and the Management of Enugu State House of 
·· ~--:;rts-s-embiy and distinguished Members of the 

Press for their wonderful support and~ 
assistance throughout my tenure and as a · 
Leader of Enugu State House of Assembly. I 
equally use this opportunity to thank in a 
special way, His Excellency, the Executive. 
Governor of Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke 
Ogbonnia Nnamani, the PDP and people of 
Enugu State for the confidence reposed on me 
and by giving me this singular opportunity to 
represent them in the diplomatic circle. I 
thank you all. 

Mr Speaker, honourable Colleagues. My 
personal appeal is for you to maintain the 
peaceful and cordial relationship within the 
Members of the House and Executive and 
extend the same support and cooperation 
given me during my tenure to all Members . -
and to the incoming Leader of the House andAiiff" 
the replacement of my Constituency (lsi Uzo) . 

To God be the Glory, Amen. 

(Signed) Han. K. Ebenyi 

I have another letter from the hon. 
Member for Udenu (Mr E. Eze). It is dated st" 
May, 2004 and I read thus: 

The Han. Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Enugu. 

Dear Sir, 

.-· 
RESIGNATION ~ 
This is to inform you thrqugh God's own will, 
manifest in the magnanimity of His 
Excellency, Dr Chimaroke Nnamani, the · -

657 
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Executive Governor of Enugu State, and His 
£xee.H.ene-y,--Chief Olusegun Obasanjo the 
President, Commander-in-Chief of Federal 
Republ;ic of Nigeria. My letter of credence 
presented to me on the 5'" day of May; 2004 
by Chief Ol?tsegun Obqsanjo GCFR, 
President and Comm:ander-in~Chief of the 
Nigeria Armed Forces of the Federal 
RJ}Jublic ofNigeria dictates that I am posted 
to Nigeria High Co;;nmission; Lus~ka, 
Republic of Zambia. I, therefore, with all 
sense of humility and respect submit this for 
your acceptance as a formal·withdrawal from 
my position as an honourable Member 
representing Udenu Constituency in the 
Enugu State Hous:e of Assembly. 

Thank you all and God bless you. 

(Signed) Hon. Emma Eze 
Udenu Constituency 

Honourable Colleagues, based on - the 
documents I have just read this n1orning, the 
two seats of Hon . (Dr) Kingsley Ebenyi and 
Htln. Emma Eze, pursuant to the relevant 
Sections of the Con~titution, . (ire he(eby 
declared vacant 

In the same vein, following the letters I 
just read this morning and following the 
meeting of the PDP Caucus of this 
honourable House, Hon. Anichukwu John 
Nwankwo has been appointed as the new 
Leader of this honourable House. Thank you 
very much. The new Leader, (Mr Anichukwu) 

--- -- l-11-ay--p-.lease; move to his new Seat. 

Congratu lations . 

,, - ~ .;/ \. 

Inaugural Meetings 
-------·-·---

There will be an inaugural meeting of the 
House Committee on Health , scheduled as 
foll ows: - Tuesday II th May, 2004, on the . 
rising of the House. The Hon. Speaker is ... 
cordially invited. 

There will be an inaugural meeting of the 
House Committee on Public Utilities as 
follows :- 11 t11 May, 2004 at room 216, on the 
rising of the House. 

The House Committee on Economic 
Development, Civil Service and Labour~ 
Matters will be inaugurated today, Tuesday, '!~ 1 

11th May 2004 on the rising of the House at · 
the Chairman's Office, Room 02. All 

' ,,_.:. ~ • ' +-r' I , 

Members of the Committee are cordiajJy _ _______ _ 
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iiwited. 

Appreciation 

Leader (Mr Anichulwu): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I have risen to express my gratitude to the 
PDP Caucus in Enugu State and the hon . 
Members for giving me the opp01iunity to 
serve as the Leader of Enugu State House of 
Assembly. My gratitude stems from the fact 
that this is an opportunity to enable me 
contribute in my own way to sustain the 
already existing peace and cordial -
re lationship in this House, and also promote-,j 
the unity and understanding fostered through 

1
' · 

the able leadership of the Speaker through his 
matur ity . 

I 
I 

",,... •r:., .. t•·, . 1 

·---·-·--- ---

So Mr Speaker, I hereby say, I am grateful 
to the honourable Members and the PDP · 

-( · . ..- •r:.,.r·•p • · 
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Caucus and promise that I will not disappoint 
them. Thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT I 

.. 
• ' -~Leader (Mt .J · N. Anich.ukwu): Mr 
. Speaker, Sit:, may 1 mo~e that this .honouni.ble 
, House do now adjourn until Thursday 13th 

May, 2004, at 10 a.m . Thank you. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I want to use this opportunity of 
seconding the Motion for adjournment to 
thank my respected hon. Colleagues, the 
members of our great party and the leadership 
of that party for recognizing my best friend , 
my Ejinia .. (Laughter): for giving him the 
oppotiunity to be the new Leader of this 
House. Thank you. 

Chief Whip· (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
" while suppotiing the Motion for adjournment, 

I. ~ish to congratulate my goo~! friend, hon. 
Member for Nkan u Eas.t · (Mr Anichukwu)- for 
his appointri1ent as the Leader ofthis House. 
1 accordingly urge him to take a bold step 
towards the activation of our outstanding 
8 i lis , at least, to represent our local needs. 

I can recall, Mr Speaker, that there was a 
Motion passed urging this honourable House 
to draft a Standing Order in its own name 
instead of using that of Anambra State as 

·-adupte·d-in ·Enugu State. So, I urge my very 
good friend to see it as a challenge. The 
Comm .. ittee was given one month, but I think 
it has lapsed for about six months now. I 
urge the new Leader to look into the Bill and 

• work within the period. of one month given by 
· the Speaker to actualize the Standing Order ... . , · ~ . \ . . 
, 

.:· 

·' 

/ 

that is locally made to ascribe the status of 
Enugu State House of Assembly. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to . 

Resolved: That the House do now adjourn 
till Thursday 13 1

h May, 2004, at 10 a.m . 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.43 p.h?. 
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HO USE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 18111 May, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND ,.· 
PROCEEDINGS . 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, our 
Votes and Proceedings, of Thursday, 13'h 
May, 2004, are before us. In keeping with the 
rules of this honourable House, I have gone 
through them, and found them to be exactly 
what transpired on the said day. However, I 
need your comments to enable us give them 
legal backing. Thank you . 

Mr D. 'A. Ani (Enugu South 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of our last sitting and 
found them correct. I, therefore, move for the 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings as 
correct recordings of what transpired that 
day. Thank you. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have equally gone through the Votes 
and Proceedings, . and to the best of my 
knowledge, I found them to · be correct. 
Hence, I second the Motion for their 
adoption . Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings ol Thursday, 13111 

May, 2004, accordingly adopted 

ORDER OF THEDA Y 

PRESENTATION OF BILL ACCIDENT 
VICTIMS (IMMEDIATE TREATMENT) 

BILL NO.7, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to provide for the 
Treatment of Accident Victims; for 
Assurance that they get Immediate Attention; 
and for Purposes Incidental Thereto, 
presented by Mr Chigbo (U::.o -Uwani) and 
read for the .First time. 

. . Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, the 
Bill before this honourable House, on the 
Accident Victims and the Immediate 
Treatment, Bill No.7, 2004 has been read for 
the first time. In accordance with Order43 of 
this honourable House, the Bill is referred to 
the House Committee on Health and 
Judiciary, Public Petitions, Ethics and 
Privileges. They are given two weeks to 
report out. Thank you. 

Mr A. 0. Chigbo: Mr Speaker, Sir, now 
that the Bill has been read for the First time, 
may I quickly move again that the Bill on 
Accident Victims and immediate treatment 
Bill No. 7, 2004, be now read the Second 
time. Thank you. 

Leader (Mr J N. Anichukwu): Mr 
·Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I stand to 
second the Motion as moved by the hon. 
Member for Uzo"Uwani (Mr Chigbo) . 
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ACCIDENT VICTIMS (IMMEDIATE 
TREATMENT) 
BILL NO.7, 2004 

Orderfor Second Reading, read 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu NOtth): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my question is on the Motion 
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moved by the hon. Member for Uzo Uwani 
(Mr Chigho). I am thinking that the Leader is 
the person to move the Motion for the 
Second Reading. 

Mr Speaker: Well, I don't think that it is 
conventional to do so. It does ·not really mean 
that the Leader has to move the Motion. So, 
the Presenter has the right to move it, and 
mind you, this is not a government Bill. It is 
a private Member Bill. So I think it is in 
order. The Presenter is to move the Motion . 
Thank you. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, Si r, my 
respected Colleagues of Enugu-State House 
of Assembly, the Bil l is fo r a law to provide 
for the treatment of gunshot victims, for 
assurance that they get immediate attention 
and purposes incidental thereto. My 
respected Colleagues, I fee l it wi II be better 
tor me to tell this honourable House the little 
I know about accident. That is to say, what is 
accident? 

Mr Speaker in Longman Dictionary of 
Contemporary Eng! ish (new ed ition) accident 
is defined as follows: 

( I) Not planed or intended. 
Something is not _p lanned. 
Someone may say it is done by 
accident. 

Another definition has it; a situation in 
whi ch someone is injured or someth ing is 
damaged without anyone intend ing them to 
be. In the sa me dictionary, it has accident 
deti ned as a crash involving . cars, trains, 
aircrafts etc. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, based on these 
defin itions as aforementioned, when there is · 
a sudden, unexpected event that is very 
unp leasant, that causes damage or injury to 

mankind, the event is said to be an accident. 
The event or accident could occur anytime to 
any person and at any place especially in the 
home, on the road and in the air. The persor' 
who has sustained the mishaps or injury is the 
vict im. My Colleagues, hon. Members ofthis 

· great parliament, the society is becoming 
crinie infested . The news of armed bandits 
operation, maimmg, shooting, ki II ing 
defenceless Citizens in our society is 
becoming very alarming and disturbing and a 
lot of deaths have resu lted from such ugly 
incidents as gunshots, matchet cuts and other 
dead ly weapons are used by these band its. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, my Co lleagues, I hope 
you ' can set your m i nels back and remember 
the incident which invo lved the Governor of 
Benue State and subseq uent death of Chief 
Andrew Agomo (one of the pillars of a 
leading party in West Africa- the PDP) and 
other wounds sustained by policemen in the 
Go~ernor 's convoy on Wednesday, 3'd 
March, 200 I. Mr Speaker, Sir, such victims 
had lost pints of precious bl ood and when not 
properly attended to, they always bleed to 
death. There is the fear and notion that once 
hosp ital treats an accident or gunshot wound 
ViCtinl without a police officer or 
accompanying repoit from them, the hospital 
gets .into tr9uble with the police. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, because of this, our 
hospitals, health centers, cl inics, che.nists and 
other med ical outfits have bluntly refused to 
attend and treat victims of gunshot NOLmds 
that had no police officer or police repoit and 
those victims that could not deposit money to 
the hospital before treatment. This ugly 
incident had led to many deaths of such 
victims. 

Mr E. Odo (!gboetiti East): Point of 
Orde r. 
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Several hon . Members: Order what? 

Mr Odo: Order 26(1). Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
have risen to chal lenge the mode which the 
Presenter of the Bill uses in dictating the Bill 
that ought to have been prepared by him. The 
Rule says Members should not read their 
speec h and I am believing that if the 
Presenter of the Bill had in mind to read what 
he has scribbled on paper. that means that we 
ought to have copies. So during debate we 
are meant to talk. we are meant to believe in 
the principles of debate. So I -yvish to urge Mr 
Speaker to direct the hon. Me-mber for Uzo­
Uwan i (/1-/r Chigho) to desist from reading 
e:-..:tracts from paper. 

Mr Speaker: I agree with you and I did 
spot in time and wanted to questiori it but on 
a second thought, I realized that he is the 
Sponsor of the Bill and could read what he 
has to drive his po ints home. He is the 
Sponsor of the Bill. I can now refer you to 
Order 35. So we can go on. Yo ur point of 
order is over-ruled . 

Mr Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr S.peaker, 
Sir. I thank you for your protections. This 
B iII took me about two years and some 
months before I could get it ready. I was a · 
former Liaison Officer in thi s Assembly. 
( fnlt!J'I'lljlfionl'). 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for Uzo­
Uwan i rMr ( 'higho) should not argue, he 
should go on with his speech. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker. Sir. my hon. 
Co lleagues of this great Parliament. today is 
my clay ( Luughrer) . 

Mr Speaker: Please go on. You have 
thirty minutes to talk on the Floor. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I did inform 
this house of the actions of our Policemen 
towards people who are involved in accident 
or by any other form: and I will go ahead by 
saying that there was an ugly incident that led 
me to give details of such victi ms. My hon. 
Colleagues of this great Parliament, I 
sincerely have to present to you a copy of 
hon. Datti Yusuf Baba-Ahmed, represent ing 
Zaria Federal Constituency, and four others 
in their Motion presented at the Floor of the 
House of Representatives sometime last year 

· titled ""Provis ion of Medical Services to 
accident victims without necessary Police 
Reports"". Mr Speaker, in that Motion at the 
Federal !-louse of Representatives the. hon . 
Member (Datli Yusuf) said and it reads: 

""Accordingly, many people had died 
in the past, while many others 
sustai ned life-time deformities as a 
result of this mishap. He averred that 
the time invested in waiting for 
Pol ice Reports of accidents could be 
committed to the rescue of Accident 
Victims bearing in mind that the 
Police Station could be out of reach 
of the accident victims by the time of 
the occurrence.,. 

The Motion which took into consideration 
. the poor state of Nigerian roads being poorly 
maintained and in a state of disrepair, 
regretted that the menace of violent crime and 
armed robbery had been on the increase .in the 
country. 

It sa id sustaining the policy of demanding 
Police Report from accident victims before 
offering them medical services would lead to 
loss of more lives and therefore urged the 
relevant government agencies to discontinue 
the Policy. 
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An hon. Member: We do not know and 
do not have copies of the paper that he is 
read ing. 

Mr Speaker: The paper he is reading is 
an e:-;tract from .. The Law Maker·· -

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker. Sir. we are all 
aware of how business like police force is 
today. It takes much time to secure police 
permission how much more . when the 
document expected is to be prepared in their 
office. The Station Officer at the post will 
say there is no stationery .. V{e have been 
victims of several incidents on how' to get 
l)ol icc Reports. 

. Mr Speaker. Sir. my respected hon. 
Colleagues of this great House of Assembly. 
it is indeed vital' to state that the Motion was 
carefully planned to ensure a favourable 
outreach. How much more when we talk of 
people that have gunshot wounds that 
deserve immediate attention to _sa ve the 
victim of dying. The primary concern of 
every inst itution or establishment is to 
protect I i fe before you can do other things. 
This Bill seeks to remove those bottlenecks 
that hamper the admittance of those victims 
of accident vis-<1-vis gun shot wounds. Life is 
precious and caring. and very very short. 
Therefore life has to be preserved in our 
soc iety. 

The primary objective of our health 
institutions is to save and preserve life. This · 
Bill intends to disabuse tlie minds of 
i10spital s that had once failed to treat accident · 
victims or gunshot victims because of want 
of documents from the police. My hon. 
Colleagues. thi s Bill when passed. will 
authorize our health institutions to admit and 
treat accident or gunshot victims without 
waiting for the presence of a police oflicer or 

their report. So many souls will be saved 
from death from this singular act of good 
legislation from ·this honourable House. My 
hon. Colleagues, I have gone through a dozen 
laws enacted in this part of the country and 
have seen nowhere there is a law prohibiting 
the treatment of accident victims or persons 
with gu nshots in any part of the country. 
Rather. tn:atment by .the hospitals will begin 
while the hospitals will report same to the 
police as required by Section 4.2 of the 
Regiment Act Fire Arms and Special 
Provisions Act. 

Conclusions. M1' Speaker. Sir. it is very 
very _important that this House passes this 
im portant 13ill that touches on the lives of all, 
irrespecti ve of persons, political inclinations, 

·,)osts. states or religion. When this is clone, 
even generations ·yet unborn will ever 
remember the legislature that have carefully 
hand lee! the issues of victims of accidents· to 
be admitted and treated in our health 
inst itutions . At this juncture, my hon. 
Colleagues. I want to state that he or she 
should receive treatment hence an accident or 
gunshot victims. while the hospital authorities 
await Police Report: I wish you a happy 
deliberat ion as you contribute to the passage 
of this important 8 iII. 

Mr C. 0 . Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker. I have risen to contribute to the 
debate on this bill before us. When vve talk 
about accident victims. nobody is free from 
that. Anybody could be an accident victim, 

·either through gunshot or through motor 
accident. What is important is that everybody 
who is alive is likely to be an accident victim. 
And that the wa): things are handled i.n this 
part of the world, leave much to be desir~d :· 

Essentially, this bill is long over clue in 
our system because for somebody to sustain 
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an injury and be denied treatment because of 
the existing policy or law does not augur well · 
for our collective stay as human beings. So 
this bill, the way l look at it. has to do with 
bridging the gap that exists as it affects 
Section 14(b) of the Constitution. The 
Section says that, "The Security and Welfare 
of the people shall be the prim01y pw]JOse of' 
government. " 

Before now, .the reasons adduced for not 
treating accident victims are merely because 
of security aspect, which means that they 
have played down on the welfare aspect of 
the Constitutional provision. In as much as .· 
treating an armed robber could cause security 
problem, not all accident victims are armed 
robbers. Some are inflicted on them by 
maybe the armed robbers themselyes, some 
maybe road accidents. So this Bill will to 
some extent take care of both the security and 
the welfare. Because if we continue to say 
that those who are accident victims must 
come up with Police Report before treatment, 
it could lead to loss of lives bl.1t if you go 
through the Bill, the hospital could continue 
to treat the patient while the issue of Police 
Repo1t is taken care of. 

In Nigeria today, you are aware that if 
somebody hits you, and you go to the Police · 
Station, even before the Policeman will 
follow you or -listen to you, it will take you 
maybe the whole day. So, assuming 
somebody is bleeding and you need a Police 
Report, what if the officer-in-charge is not 
around, or there ·is no vehicle for them to 
visit the accident scene, it n1eans that the 
person will eventually die. So l whole 
heartedly support this Bill, except that there 
were certain aspects of the Bill that needs to 
be looked at critically. One of them is the 
issue of indigent patients. l am of the opinion 
that we play down on that, because a hospital 

that is situated along the Expressway could 
have · up to 20 to 30 accident victims in a day, 
and at the end of the day, some of them will 
say that they are indigent. So some of them 
may eventually die and the owner may 
relocate outside that place because of this 
law. So what l an-i saying is that there is need 
to play down on the issue of payment. 

If somebody had an accident or had a 
gunshot wound that could have killed him 
and eventually his or her life is saved, I 
believe that the relatives of that person should 

·try to pay for the treatment, or if they can not 
pay, the law should allow he proprietor of the 
hospital and the patient who have been 
treated to s01t themselves out. Because by the 
time you include the issue of indigent, it 
creates a flllther problem. Who is an indigent 
person? 

Then, l equally want to talk about the 
issue of sealing up of a hospital. I believe that 
this is going to be a full -fledged law, that 
offenders should · be taken to coutt, tried 
accordingly and punishment meted to them 
accordingly. Because, by the time we talk 
about sealing up, it could be abused. So that 
we do not create ambiguity in the whole 
process. l believe that for the mere fact that 
this bill, when passed into law, will enable 

. those who would have lost their lives to lie 
treated, it is enough; so that by the time it is 
put into practise, it wi II be easy for both the 
victim and the hospital that is going to treat 
them, to strike a balance, between the two. In 
the cause of executing this law, when it is 
passed, the government can on its own direct 
the pub! ic hospitals to treat the victims free. 
But when it come to private sector, it may 
create further problems. Another related 
factor is the issue of who is supposed to treat 
this victims. Is it whoever is in the hospital or 
the Medical Doctors? Because if you bring an 
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accident victim , and the Doctor who is · 
supposed to be in-charge of that hospital is 
not there, and they now tell you that the 
Doctor is not there, are you going to compel 
the clinic to admit the patient when the 
Doctor is not there or if they say, transfer 

· •, him to another clinic, has that hospital ran 
foul of part of the law? There are some of the 
aspects I want the Committee that will · 
eventually handle this bill to look into when 

I ! 

they hold their public hearing. · 

When I was going through the · bill 
equally, I looked at Section 17 whicl1 has to 
do with Governor's directive. It says that, 
"The Govemm' IIIU)' give directi1 ·e of' a · 
general or specific choructer us to the . 
observance a{ the provisions of' this /cnr. hy 

~ hospitals ". 

Once this bill is passed into law. it 
becomes a full-tledged government 
instrument. So the way and manner 1t 1s 
going to be taken care of is purely the 

. , government's business. So what I ain saying 
is that even if this thing is not there. ohce this 
bill is passed into law, the Health . 
Management Board can now sit clown, look 
at the face of this law and begin to organize 

. , , on how to ensure the culprits comply with 
this law. 

So Section 16 on the . i.ssue of Right of 
Appeal, I have gone through it and I do not . 
really . understand the importance of that 
Section on the issue of Right of Appeal and 

~ the Sealing up of a hospital. Because it is the .. 
duty ofgovernmcnt under the Law to decide 
on what to do. Once the court judgement is 
against you, it is natural to have to appeal. If 
you do not believe in it, and- I think that the 
issue of manslaughter as penalty, _it should 
include either some years of imprisonment 

· ' and fine . Because if somebody has been 

.Y 

badly battered by accident to the point of 
almost dying, pr~bably, he dies just close to 
the hospital, there is the tendency for them to 
say that the hospital did not treat the person. 
The next thing will be to charge the man for 
manslaughter. So I am trying to look for a· 
way to ha ve some lesser sentences depending 
on the degree of the offence committed and 
the jurisdiction should include the Magi strate 
Courts. Because if you go to the High Courts 
today. there are a lot of pending cases that are 
as old as <lbout 2. 3. or 5 years to 6 years. So 
if we include the Magistrate Courts as part of 
the jurisdiction. it will help to ensure that 
justice is clone quickly. So I want to end my 
debate by finally saying that there is need fo1; 
government, as part of the social welfare 

. ~ffort. to have a package for accident victims 
so that by the time the various hospita-ls are 
coping with il1digent people, they will have 
something to fall· back on because it will rot 
be easy for them by the time they acjm it· 20 to 
30 patients under that condition: 

.Leader (!vir .l N. Anichukll'u): Mr 
Speaker. Sir, I have risen to identify with this 
Bi,ll and I must commend the Sponsor of this 
Biil. because one thing that struck me when I 
saw the Bill is the human nature of it. The 
human · nature in. the sense that ordinary 
masses arc actually protected in that Bill. I 
know. and I think that all of us know that the 
reason why there was a law against accident 
victims is to enaqle the society be bereft of 
armed robbers/criminals. but incidentally and 
surprisingly, only very few of them are being 

·caught because they are so organized that 
·even alter the incident they have their 
concealed clinics. or hospitals or some doctors 
who have gone into connivance with the 
criminals. that if any of them escape from 
being killed by the police, you will 'not see 
them anywhere appear in a hospital because .. 
they kno\\ that they could be caught. 
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I say that the Bill has a human face in the 
sense, just as correctly described in the 
attachment, that is, the Motion made by an 
hon . . f;.t!ember of the House of Representative. 
Accident could be at home, it could occur on 
the road. it could be religious, it could be 
civil. When it does happen, no matter how it 
happened, whether you are in the process of 
defending your right or doing any other · 
thing, once one sustains gunshot wounds, to 
be precise, the rule shall not be followed, that 
one has to get pol ice report before any doctor 
could treat him. We all know the bureaucratic 
nature of the Nigerian police. If for example, 
one is traveling on a highway and is involved 
in an accident and he goes to the police 
station to make a report before being treated, 
if it is not that there is no sheet of paper to 
take your stateme'nt, there shaiLbe no bic or 
there shall be no ink-pad or that the officer is 
not there. 

Under such situation, Mr Speaker, you 
will agree with me that the only answer, for 
e'xample, to a hungry man, is 'chop·. The 
only answer to an accident victim is 
treatment for him to be saved. When it comes · 
to the issue of saving life, I believe no stone 
should be left unturned to make sure it .is 
done. 

What contains correctly in the Bill, is that 
while the treatment is going on, the hospital 
should provide for information -network. 
While treating the patient, you should inform 
the police and the police is entitled to come 
personally to identify what is the nature of 
the problem, what happened. The Bill also 
contains the issue of deposit before treatment 
which has done more serious harm to the 
victims of gunshot wounds, acci_dents or even 
in religious or civil unrest. Accident could 
happen anytime, anywhere and anyho\.Y. One 
may be loaded with money in the pigeon-

·' 

hole. or have some r110ney at home or have 
such money concealed in a boot for execution 
of a particular project for which the victim is 
going. and if it does happen on the main road, 
for example, those involved and even those 
around are completely confused and 
sometimes unconscious. They may be so 
unconscious that they could not even 
remember where the thing is. Then if the 

·victim is given attention and he recovers or 
even those who took care ofthe victim call it 
either gunshot wound or whatever, comes in 
and first aid treatment is given instead of 
refusing, a serious life might have been 
saved. and whatever is the bill involved will 
be off-set later. 

So, these are some of the human faces that 
contains in the Bill that I have no real option 
but to identify with the Bill, Mr Speaker. So, 
I am urging my fellow Colleagues that after 
critically going through the Bill , it is given a 
full passage, the happening is that the 
protection of the masses interest inclupe 
everybody because it could happen · to 
anybody, anywhei·e, anyhow, and is highly 
guaranteed. The House once more will be 

. doiqg her serious responsibility of 
contributing in their own way to make sure 
that .;the lives and property of the electorates 
are P,rotected. Thank you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji-River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, this is a very nice Bill especially 
as it atfects Enugu State. Accident is always 
sudden, it does not take time, and anybody 
could fall a victim . .Anything that provides 
succor to an accident victim is between God 
and Man. So, anything that can help 
humanity through health is very welcome. 

Mr Speaker, having observed earlier that 
the Bill is a nice one, I will urge tl~is 

honourable House to pass it, but there .. is an 
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aspect of it that need amendment by way of . 
inclusion, that is page 4 side heading of 
Section 13. May I read, ·No arrest without a 
warram·. Mr Speaker. the dfTence is a 
crimi nal offence, and in a criminal offence. 
you arrest with or without a search warrant. 
So, any person that will handle the Bill at the 
Co mmittee leve l should look at it very well. 
Sti II at that sa me page 4 Sect ion 14 
(Jurisdiction), the High Court of a State shall 
have jurisdiction to try · any offences 
committed undei· this law. 

What I have to say here is that when the 
offence is committed in the State, it should 
be tried in the State. That is to say that the 
high court of a state shall have jurisdiction to 

'' try any offence committed in this state under 
this law. 

Mr Speaker, having made this little 
observation. I will say that the Bill is very 
short, but very powerful. I therefore urge .this 
honourable House to pass it quickly to save 
humanity. Thank you. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir. hon. Colleagues. if the Gill is · 
passed into Law. it will be a wonderful Bill. l 
urge all the hon: Members to do every thing · 
possible to give this Bill an accelerated 
passage. Mr Speaker, Sir, like the last 
speaker did say, when it is handed over to the 
committee, I vvould actually want to plead for 
amendment of that particular Section. as we 

· · cannot actually go on arrest without a 
warrai1t. In the provisions of the Offence and 
Penalty, page 4 paragraph 12; which states · 
that: Any person 1rhu- (a} .fi.tils. (h) neglec:rs. 
or (c) reji1ses ro c:omply ll'ith any of' the 
foregoing pm1·ishms of' this lwr. is guilr1· of' 
on ofj'ence und /ioh/e to cnm·iction \\'here 
dearh occurs us u res itll nf' nnh-co111pliunce 
with the prm)sinn of' this lmr. the indil·iduul 

respons ihle may he charged for 
IIJW7sluugh ter. I would have made an 
am'end ment whic:h l would have ; even 
forwarded to the Committee to read·h Any 
Jicr\on ll'ho does 17flf comply \l 'ith any 'of' the 
jc1regoing pmFisions of' this Luw, and 1i-ho is 
heing churged ll'ith rhe guilt of' not pmviding 
jc1r unorher neces.wries olfife, ll'ithout lawjit! 
excuse. undfi.tils to do so, wherehy the lij'e of' 
rhat otha person is or is likely to he 

. cmdungerl'd (}}' his health is likely (0 be 
permanently injured, is guilty oj'a.felony, cmd 
is liahlejiil' imprisonment for (3) three years. 
Taking into consideration that the offender 
cannot be arrested without a warrant, in. as 
much as it is still a criminal offence, he is 
guilty of felony and for the fact that such a 
person can only can be arrested with out a 
warrant. Thank yo u. 

Mrs C. Eneh: Mr Speaker, Sir, l am still 
in support of this Bill. because it will put a 
tinat'. stop in the restriction of death and .. : 
accident rate. Mr Speaker. Sir, honestly 
speaking. Police attendant or Police report, 
sa ving lik is m()re important than Police. 
Report. Personally, I have lost a relation last 
two years. all because Pol ice reports are 

·being waited. Mr Speaker, I agree with this 
Bill ., but in the enactment goven1ment 
hospital should not be made to write off the 
unpaid Bill. Instead, l will suggest tl)at 
government should take care of that patient at 
the hospital. Thank you. ,:· 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon 
Colleagues, l rise to move that fllliher debate 
on this Bill be deferred till Thursday, 20'h -~ 
May, 2004. so as to in tl1e tirst instance, 
enable people like me to get abreast with 
som e;; 'or the relevant Laws quoted in the very 
Bill. that will not be Annexed at the point of 
di stance. 
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Fo t· in sta nce. in Section 5(2 ). the sponsor 

u l· thL· 13ill tll<tLk rc!Crence that Hospiwls <tre 
[() CO .. lply with the Sub-Section (I) or this 
Sccti'l ;mel sh;tll immediCltely 1·eport same to 
the 1iOii ce as req uired by Section -1(2) or the 
Rtlhl~cry ;tnd Fircm111s Spec ial Pwvisions 
;\L'i. This 1\uhhcry <tt l d Firearms Special 
l'n" i~iun~ t\ct 11 lticlt 11 c never kttll\\'. ami 
tile YL';tr nul illllic;ttcd. The 1..<111 is qun.ted and 

tile t·ck vanl Sections <~re 110t quoted . <IS to 
~.·nlt;ttlll' ur I'JihL·t· ;tssist us. -'\ml moreu,·cr. 
tilL· Vltltitlll 11;1s ttHJ vecl hy hnn. Dalli Yusul· 

Habit Ah med. ol· the Federal House of 
1 \ ~.·presctll<tli\ ·cs ;111d ll'its distributed less than 

25 minutes Cli:(O. We needed a thorough study 
iltld scrutiny. so tlwt we can art iculate our 

ctml iclcont ri hut ions. 

In the li~ht ol· th is. Mr Speaker. may I 

move that thi s debClte is deferred to our ne:-.:t 
sitt in~. so as to enable us get the relevant 
nt<tler ial s <llld equip tlll t·se lves J'ol' the debates. 
Thank you. 

1\'Ir M. Njeze ( LJdi North ): Mr Speaker. 
Sit . I rise ILl sen111d the Moti on nwvcd by the 
Clticl · Whip 1.\/r ( hln! that J'urther dch<ttc on 
this !Ji ll he dcil:tTcd 10 our ne:-.:t sittin~ !'or ;til 
tit~.· rc;tsutts <tdducL·d by the Chic!' W hip (.\lr 
(Jdn!. Th<mk you. 

!Juestinu filii uud ugreed ln. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

IVIr Speaker: The t·e w ill be <t meeting of 
the !·louse Comm ittee on AgriCLIIture and 

~ N;tlu t·al Resources today on the ri s in~ of the 
House. at Ch;tinnan·s Office. Room 218. The 
meeting is very vita l because it is going to 
discuss !he 11'<1~ <tml m;tnncr we are going to 
v isi t Ubollo and Ada ni tentativel y . 

. ~ 

/ 

I <t tn goi ng to meet with the fo llowing on 
the risin~ or the House in my office: The 
Chairm<tll Committee.on 1-ieCllth Cl nd PrincipCll 
Officers or the House. Please be very very 
punctual. 

AD.JOURNMENT 

Le;ider: M r Speaker. Sir. I move that the 

!·louse liu llO\Y adjoum till Thursday. 20111 

f\llay. :20tl-l at I 0 a.m. 

M.r Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
second the Motion for adjournment as moved 

by the l .eader . . In doing so, I w ish to 

comment on the recent binding of our 

Offic ial Report distributed to us as it affected 
my co ntributions in ou r previous sittings. I 
don't know if it still cou ld be amended. 

Mr Spea ker: The LC!w is before this 
honoumhlc House . ·1l1e play back should be 
used to cmrect and resolve the issue. Thank 
you. 

6X2 

(jul'stiuu pur und ugreed lo. 

Re.,:uh·l·J That the House do now adjourn 
till 'l'hutsd;ty. 20' 11 May. 2004 at 10 a.m . . 

..Jdjulmled on:nrdinglt· o f I. I 5 JU11. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 20'" May, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 75 of 
Tuesday, 18'11 May, 2004 are before us. l . 
have gone through them andfound them to 
be correct. However, I 'i1eed your 
comments. 

Mr A . . 0 . Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani ): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my Colleagues bon. Members, 
I have equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of our last sitting and found 
them to be correct. I, therefore, move for 
the adoption . 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I observed that in our Votes 
and Proceedings, paragraph four, the hon. 
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) rose 
and moved Motion for the Second Reading 
of the Bill but today in our Order Paper, it 
was repeated as item four. 

M r Speaker: Yes. It is so because 
debate on the Bill was not concluded and 
today, we are continuing with the debate. 

Mr Ugwu : I, therefore, second the 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Votes and Proceeding of Tuesday, ·JB'" 
May, 2004 accordingly adopted. 

ORDER OF THEDA Y 

ACCIDENT VICTIMS (IMMEDIATE 
TREAtMENT) BILL, NO. 7, 2004 

(Adjourned Debate on Second 
Reading- 18/05/04) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
you wi ll recall that during our last sitting, 
debate on the B iII before us was deferred ti II 
today and here we are this morning. In view 
of this development, I wish to call on those 
who have not contributed to do so on the 
general principles of the Bill before us- the 
merit and demerits. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Jvfr Anikvve): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. I have risen to contribute 
to the debate on the Bill before this 
honourable House. 1 have become mqre 
convinced 11aving gone through the various 
sections of th_e Bill as proposed that the 
underlying score of this Bill .. . 

Mr A. C. Nnadi (lgbo Etiti West): Point 
of Order. 

Mr Speaker: Order what? 

Mr Nnadi: Order 42, 43 and 44. Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to point of order 42. 
At the conclusion of the proceedings on the 

"firs t reading or any subsequent stage of a 
Bill o day to be named by the Business 
Committee in consultation with the Speaker 
shall he appointed for next stage. 

Order 43 : 
When a Bill has been read for the 
f irst time it shall be referred to. a 

.., 683 

- I 

. I 



1367 Enugu St(i/e House o{.-Issemhly De hates 
10 1\ laP 100-1 

1368 

slaflding committee for 
consideration and report back to 
1v1e House. Bills rej"erred to 
standing comm ittees shed! be 
allocated to a particular !!ili.mding 
.committee hy the Speaker whose 
discretion in this maller isjina!. 

Then Order 44 (Second read ing of the 
Bill) Order 44( I): 

On the Order for the second 
reading (~l a Bill being read. a 
Motion ;nuy he made "That the BiLl 
he nm1· reud a second time" und u 
debate mu) ' arise covering general 
merits and principles oj" the Bill. 

Let me start by sayi ng that the · 
legislature is a political mirror through 
whi ch the soc iety views the acti vities of 
government and democracy is not complete 
or comprehensive wi thout the l egi~lature 

and democracy is not in itself complete 
without the electorates and the legisl ature 
has the Constitution that gu ides itS'activities 
which must be adhered to if the legislature 
is to perform its functions. Unless if and I 
am su re that the authority and power . 
exercised by the legislato rs are derived 
from the Constitution or the standing order 
of the House. I do not think, unless it is 
made somewhere , Orders 42, 43 and 44 
have not adhered to. 

Mr Speaker: What? 

Mr Nnadi: Yes. The Bi ll before us has 
. not been Tead the second time and debate 
has been in it iated. 

Mr Speal<er: Can l · help tli~ hon . 
Member for lgbo Etiti West (Mr Nnudi)? If 
he looks at Orde r 42 and I read: 

At the conclusion of the 
proceedings on the first reading or 
any SitbseqLient Stage of" a bilf, a 
day to q.e named by the Business 
Committee in consultation with- the 
Speaker shall be appointee/for next 
stuge. 

Now, when you read the Bill for the first 
and subsequently a. Motion .· was moved 
which empowered us , to g_o into Second 
Reading:_ And having read the Bill for the 
tlrst time, the Bill was sent to the House 
Committee on .Judiciary, Hea lth, Publi c 
Petition, Ethics and Privileges . Am l 
correct? 

An hon. Meri1ber: Yes! Mr Speaker, 
you are right. 

M r Speaker: It has taken care. of Rules 
43. Am I right? 

Mr Nnadi: Yes! Mr Speaker, you are 
right. 

Mr Spcal<er: Again on Rule 44. There 
was a Motion on the Floor that the Bill be 
now read a Second time. Jt was on that basis 
that we agreed upon the debate on Tuesday 
18'" May, 2004. It was later that the Chief 
Whip (!vir Odo) moved that further debate 
on the B iII be deferred unti I a later elate to 
be determined by the Rules and Business 
Committee of the House. However, l am 
aware that if the Rules and Business did not 
comply with the relevant Rules of the 
House, the Bill will not have to be carried 

. on the Order Paper of today the 20'" May; 
· 2004. Am I right? · 

Mr ~ nadi: Of course, Mr Speaker, you 
are right. Please I do not intend to take 
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. ·much of your tirri.e . • I · am in full stipport bf · .. 
.this.Bi ll. · · Deputy .. Leader: · Thank you, Mt 

. . . · .·. · . . · · . · ·. Speaker, at this stage, I .believe that what is 
Mr Speaker: .Please the hon. Me1nber .dein3.r).ded on this honourable House is .to 

for Igbo Etitl West (Mr Nnqdi) should relax · highlightthe merit and demerits. of this all 
· hi:; mind and say what eved1e wants to say. . important · BilL One . may . 11ave : an . 

· • . . . ·. ·. ·.· . .· . ·. . . . . .. ·. . · . a.r:t;~e_ndm~mt .· or two whe.r1 it co~nes i :to 
. Mr Nnadi.: I jiist want us to be ;very detailed :Stage · by stage analysis of.tl:le Bill. 

.. ConstitutionaL If t11e Second :· Reading of . Thls is · when the House. inust have resqlved 
this Bill has been :done (Interruptionsj. . itself into Committee of the Whole House . . 

~ . . ' . . .. . •' .·. . . 

Mr Sp~ake~: The Se~cSnd Reiidmg . of . 
· · . •.·, the BilL have beih.g done. A Motio~ that the · 

. . Bili be read a Second tiine was Inoved and . 

·· ·. So, Mr. Spea:ker, ·I have risen frmn my · 
seat 10· contribute my owri ideas on: the 

·merits and general prindp!es of the BilL We 
be)ieJVe sincerely that life is supreme .. There the Motion was carried., Having done that, • 

.it was accepted that the Bill be referred to 
·.the . jppropriate C01mnittee ·.· which ·. the 
House did. in: :earnest 

· is .a question .somewhere, · when · can one 
.•. conceive or believe· . that ' life . has . started . 
. ·. Wh~n . does life begi~? · Life . begin~ at · 

. . . .·· . . . conception, when life .has taken place at . 
. Mr Nnadi: ·Thank you so much, Mr · : con.ceptipn: Is there any difference betWeen 

. Sp.eaker. It ·. seems ·. my ·tiriderstandmg. is ·· . ope Y,ho)s one. hundred years . and cine who ·. 
· Ja):ljng me. 'Let me still take.· oriRule 44 .or .. ·. ·js just conceived·. It is the ~.arne life.ari.d that 
· Order of Second Reading. that the Bill be · is .a measure of the value oflife: · 

. ··. ri6w read a Sed::ni:d . time. -It was n~ad .. and . 
debate followed on the general merits and 

· prill:ciples of the Bill '(JnterT":itptions). · 
Since huniari beings canriot provide this . 

.. life,-it will now go on to a<;ld 11!tlre questions 
. . . . . . : ••. ; .· ·. · . . . . ·. .· . •• . • . . on . how can . we . coniprehend . the . 

. . . Mr Spe~ker: You kn9w . there :Was. a.. irtcmriprehensible. Then let .. ·i1o man . take 
•' Motion moved by the hon. M~mbedor Uzo life. This is tbe principle of this BilL Man 

.• Uwanl (Mr Chigbo) that the Bill be now .getting ,life is what· this Bill i.s. trying to 
read a Second time~ It was carried and we ·. sustain. 
~enton debate of the gerienil printiple~ . : ·. . . . . . .. ·. . . 
andmerits and :demerits of the Bill. Am I .· .Mr Speaker: Honourable . Colleagues, I 

. have just received information about our clear now? 
· . . . · .. · .. . . · . . . .. . . . · . . . . ·. • Generator (Gen . . Set) and_ the issue· of gas ~ 

. Mr'Nnadi: Let us go on, Mi: .Spea:ker. ·• · . Atpresent we h~ve electricity'.interruptions~ 
. . ... · . · .·: · .. . ·. · · · .. · ... ·.. and ifthe Gen'. Set is allowed to continue 

M~ Speak~r: It :is cleat that the House . · ... working . it might get defected or it shall ·.· 
did .not violate the Order; and Rule$ .ofthe · .. I{llock. So I am appealing . tli~Lwe take ·a 

· · House. So in view ... ofthis, further debate on · . · sh()rt break for .at least twentY minutes or · 
. :the Bill should .go .on. The point of Order •. · lhil'ty minutes to enable mi'ncir repairs to be . 
moved by 't11e ·hon, Member for Igbo Etiti · .. effect~d on the Gen. Set, please. . · 
W,est (Mr NnqdciJ is hereby over-ruled. Let · . . . 
us make progress: .· · 
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Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir: IiJ 
view of the . above development, may · I 

transcendental, · that is where ·life comes 
from. · 

·move that sitting be suspended for . thl.rty . . ... 
n1invtes to enable the Plant Openitors · .... As I was trying to analyse, life can only · 
rectify the problem on our .Gen. Set. Thank . . . come into being at concepti oiL There is no 
you. 

. . . . 
. Mr D. A. Anih (Enugu South I): Mr 

· : Speaker, Sir, I rise .to Second;tb.e Motion as · 
was movedbythe Leader of the Hcmse. . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Sitting suspended: 11.40 a.m . . 

·. Sitting 're~umed1.19 p.m. 

. Leader . (Mr Anichukwu):. Mi Speaker, 
Sir, now that we have normal electricity ·. 

. :supply restored in the House, may I . move 
that this honourable House do i·esume 

• sitting. . . . . 

. . Mr J. C. Obidinma (Oji . Riyer): Mr · 
Speaker, Siri I rise to Secorid the Motion as 

·was moved · by the Leader of the House . 
. Thank you: · · 

. trade:to stages. of life. When it is either at 
. .cori~eption or at childhood or any: other . 
·stage, . it is still life. The intent of this 
· Motion is that human beings should not put 
unnecessary condition before saving life. If 
this life is threate.ned by means of accident 
ot gunshot as proposed in . the law, there 

. should,not be any conditi(in attached before . 
· · treatment is dispensed. Th~t is the ·main 

iiJ.terit of thi~ Bill. . 
" . 

We . believe that we . ~e all living · 
witnesses to what has been ·.·the situation 
hitherto. When somebody is almost at the 
point of death and people who are interested 
to l~elp to ensure that life were reluctant to 
tome to the .aid cannot do so simply . 

. because of the notion or order . at that stage 
· that>tr¢atment can onlybt~ obtained after 

permission from law enforceihent agents. 
Mr Speaker, 'Sir, this law is intended to take 
away unnecessary hindriu1ces before 

. .·.. . . . . . .· . . . treatment can be carried out on the patient. .· . 
Question putand agreed to. . Accident as we all agree can come . at · 

.. · • . . . · : .. ·: · . . . . . . anytime. Accident has no . method of 
Deputy Leader: Mr,Speaker, just like l com1ng. Nobody can say that he is totally 

was saying .before I was interrupted by · exempted from . accid~rit. An accident 
NEPA failure, I 11ad a strorig beliefhaving . . victiin, the highest you can do for hiin or 
looked critically ·ort .all the provisions made her is to .do ·a:n .the medication that can help 
in the Law as proposed. I have also a strong . bring him back to life. . . 
belief that the law intends to bring into · 
effect ·the human . eff01ts tnade · towards ·. · . If you go to some of out~ · hospitals 'in 

··saving life. As I narrated, M:r Speaker, ri.o .. question, just like most of the Nurses do, . if 
human being cair create lif~ because in tlus· a pr~gnant worpan registered in a hospital . 
creation, L arri talking ofwe have two . .· other than the one she is about now being 
aspects of • creation. We have creation of · . put tq bed, the Nurses there will even ignore · 
individqals and . creation by art . . That . . her, even at the point -of labour .and if 
creation · of .·· individ\mls is natural. It. i's mini.cle does not happen, the woman may · 

even die there. That is what the Bill is 
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trying to . expose, the inability of the 
medical personnel to handle an accident 
victim or gunshot victim simpiy' because 
there is not available police report. 

We did not ask for conditions before we· 
were creat~d . We do not ask if we are going 
to be created, let us behave like this or that. 
Creation is given free of charge and that .is 
life. Why do we put unnecessary 
impediment towards .saving this life, when 
life is most threatened. This is the main 
topic of this BilL Even if you go down to 
·Section 7 of this Bill, treatment can still be 
going on, while . inquiry on the accident 
victim can equally be made. 

This Bill seeks to establish what we call 
an . informant. . In the process of the 
treatment of a person towards restoring life, 
necessary information towards the . person 
can still be obtained .. The section .also states 
that the hospital cannot discharge the victim 
until after being satisfied by necessary 

. police . rep'ort . hot that the police must 
. accompany ·. him . or her before such a 

.treatment can be .dispensed ori him or her. 

•. · 
Mr Speaker, Sir, if human beings cannot 

create, if you cannot make out soniething, 
why should y6u pi.1t a condition for the us~ · 
of that thing. This is a simple logic, because 
you are under logistic Syllogism. It states 
that . if the first premise is sound and the . 
second is soi.md; then the third can never be 
faulted. For instance, · human . beings are 
mortals. Every mortal die. · TICO is a 
mmial, TICO can die. You cannot say that 
because TICO is a mortal, he cannot die. It. 
does not follow . . 

condition to the use of that thing. God is the 
Sole Creator .of life. 'He is the sole decider. 
He knows how and when to take or give. 
Human beings should not on their own way 
device means of taking life not provided by 

· them .by giving . unnecessary conditions .. 
· This.. tinnecessary attaclunent for the 

conditions before help is what this bill is 
seeking to abolish. 

. Mr Speaker, you know very well that 
our dynarnic Governor is a very good 
Doctor per excellence. This bill will even 
help · out to appreciate the ingenuity, the 

. integrity · of both His Excellency and the 
· government because this is part of the 
government's strategy towards Health for 
All by the . Year .. . . I do not know ... 
(Laughter) So, Mr Speaker, I have no doubt 
in my mind that my hon. Colleagues will 
give this all important bill a due, quick, 
necessary passage. On this, Mr Speaker,. I 
beg to take my seat. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: · Thank you~ Is TICO a 
nic~ame or what? 

Deputy Leader: No! lt is not a 
nickna.me. 

· ~r Speaker:. What is .it? 

Dep~ty Leader: When I was in the 
· . Secondary . School, Senior Prefect of the 

School, I wrote a book. A drama text book, 
the title is Take the Innocent Child Orphan. 
. I . 

From Take you take 'T', from innocent you 
take 'I', from Child you take 'C' and from 
Orphan, you take '0' TICO. So it is not a 
rii.ckll.ame. . 

There is anotl~er syllogi~m. If you Mr Speaker: It is good to know these . 
cannot make. something, you cannot create ·.· things.' · 
soinething to being, you cannot put out a 
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Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): But 
excuse me, even fi·om what he said, it is a 
nickname. 

Deputy Le~cler : Every name is a 
nickname. A grammatical meaning of 
name. 

Mr · Enebe: Mr Speaker, every tiame 
that is not in the record of.t h~ House, is a 
nickname. Thank you. 

Mr A. C. Nnadi (lgbo Etiti East): Point 
of Order! Order 3, paragraph I &. 2. "Mr 
Speaker shall allocate a seat to each 
Adember, paragraph 2, A Member may only 
speak fi'om the seat allocated to him, 
provided that Mr Speaker may change the 
allocation _fi-om time to time . .. From this, 
Mr Speaker, I do not think that the hon. 
Member for lgbo Eze North I (l\1r Onye:::e) 
is a qual itied Member of this honourable 
House of Assembly. He has no seat 
allocation. Thank yol.t , Mr Speaker. 
(Laugh tel ). 

Mr Spe~ker: What is the name tagged 
· on his seat? 

Mr Nnadi: The name -tag on his seat 
bears the name of the honourable Speaker 
(Mr Chukwu). 

Mr Spe~ker: I cannot be here and be 
there. He has the right to sit down there. 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): It is a free 
zone. 

Mr Speaker: For the purpose of this 
hon. Member for lgbo Eze North I (Mr 
Ony e: e) should go on . The Point of Order 
is over-ruled. ( Luughter) 

" 

· Mr Onyeze (lgbo Eze North 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to suppott this bill 
because it touches on Human Right. And 
basically, when we are treating this bill, 
may be eventua lly, passing it into law, we 
have assisted in protecting the Constitution 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria . We are 
the 3rd Arm ofthe Government, and it is our 

• Cluty to protect the Constitution. 

We refer to Chapter 4 of the 
Constitution, which deals mainly · on 
Fundamental Human Rights. Section 33 and 
Section 34. Mr Speaker, may I read out. 

Mr Speaker: Go on. 

Mr M. Onyeze: · Right to life, that is 
Section 33, , ~ub Section Every person has 
the 'right to life, and 110 one shall be 
deprived intentionally of' his lij'e, save in 
execution of the sentence of a Court in 
re.1pect of' a criminal oflence of which he 
has beenfhzrnd guilty in Nigeria. · 

Somebody finds himself in an accident, 
· he has not committed any offence. 
·Therefore, we wi ll be defending ·the 
Constitution if we find a way of saving the 
person 's li fe. People can intentionally, by 
act . of commission or omission, let some 
body die even when they can protect the 
li fe. I believe that when this bill is passed 
into law, a loophole has been closed. People 
now have the opp01tunity, those who have 
been trained to save life, can no longer 
neglect life when such a person has been 
brottght to them. So, I believe that the same 
Chapter, that is Sub Section 34 went futther 
to s'p~cify; 

E:1e1y individual is entitled to respectfor 
the dignity oj'his person. and accordingly 
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(a) No person shall be subjected to 
torture or to inhuman or 
degrading treatment. 

(b) No p ers(m shall be held in 
s/uve/~1 ' or servitud~·~ and 

(c) No pt!rson shall be reqLiired to 
perform forced oi· compulsory 
labour. 

Now, 1 am talking n\ainly on ·Sub 
Sect ion (a) of Sect ion 34. If you see 
Sllmebody .who is a victim of an accident, 
he maybe naked, he may be ... he cou ld be 
under any condition . So abandoning such a 
person 1s offending the COLlStitution, 
because, at times you fine\ him in a 
clegrac\ i ng situation. 

·So, when this is passed into . law, I 
believe it wi II ~e a job expected of us as 
hon. Members whose duty it is to protect 
the Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria. Also, w hen you go to Chapter 4 of 
lhe Constitut ion, which deals with 
Fundamental Objectives and Directive 
Principles of State Policy, Section 7 treats 
Social Objecti ves of what we are expected : 
to do. Our Social Obligations as peop·le in 
govemment. 

Now, Sub Section 3 (g) . Let nie start 
w ith Sub Section 2 ... Now sub-section 
3(g) but let me start f rom sub-section 2. The 
Stule Social Order is founded mf ideals of 
fi'e edom, equality and justice. That is 
Section 17. Then, sub-section 2: In 
.fill'therance oj'the Social Order. 

(a) Eve1y citi::::en shall have equality 
of rights. obligations and 
opportunities before the law; 

(.b) The .wnclily uj' the human 
person shall be recogni::::ed and 
human dignit) ' shall be 
maintained and enhanced: 

(c) Governmental actions shall be 
humane. 

Mr Speaker, passing this law is a 
governmental action, and it is having a 
hum~n face, it is treating human beings as 
distinct hom a goat, as distinct from a cow, 
that wi II be found groaning on the road after 
an accident. Then, sub-section 3(g) goes 

·further to say, and that is the sect ion that 
gives us the lee-way to enact this law. Sub­
section 3(g); provision is made for public 
assistance in deserving cases or other 
conditions oj'need; 

This is a deserving case, it is an area that 
was not explored by the Constitution itself, 
what we should do to save· human li fe. 
Especially, if we can assist, and this Bill 
now says we can assist and it is a fact. 

So, based on the responsibilities 
imposed on us by the Constitution to make 
good laws for protecting human life, and for 
fu ndamental human rights to be protected, I 
think I suppo1i this Bill and plead with my 
hon. Col leagues to look at it critically as our 

. duty. 

Having made this preamble, Mr Speaker, 
I want to pl ead with those who will hav~ the 
privil ege of going further for amendment in 
this Bill to look at Sections 8 and 9. That 
Sections imposes some conditions on the 
person no\.V w ho meets an accident victim. 

Section 8 says: Every ho~pital shall 
install security alarms that can be activated 
to infor m the police when . an accident 
victim is being treated. 

Some of us are living in rural areas and I 
do not know if th is Law makes it 
compulsory for people to install such 
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security alarm. It may not be possible in all 
pa1ts of the state. While amending the Law, 
I plead that they may look at that particular 
section. 

Section 9 also says: Every hospital shall 
designate an official of the hospital as ah 
accident informer whose additional duty 
shall be to i.nform the polic~ anytime a 
victim arrives in the hospital. 

What we normally have in the hospitals 
are nurses that are on duty ·at any given 
time, just like police men on stand-bye, so 
that we do not make them to employ more 
people, this one is now an accident 
informer, you stick them with a label. 
Anybody who is on duty should be obliged 
to perform this sacred duty of saving 
human life . 

Then Section 6 was talking about time 
lag, but did not specify the time. Section 6 
says: Without prejudice to the fol-egoing 
provisions, when a victim is brought to bl 

hospital, such a hospital shall immediately 
attend to the victim for the purpose of 
saving his ltfe: 

'Immediately' there should be replaced 
with a given time, say within an hour of 
arrival, the victim should ~ have been 
attended to, or within two · hours. 
' Immediately' makes room for even the 
patient to lie there for days. 'Immediately' 
did not specify time. 

Having made these observations1 Mr 
Speaker, I plead with my hon. Colleagues 
to give this wonderful Bill the a.ttention it 
deserves so that it will be passed into law 
within the sh01test possible time. Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. 

.;1 

. Mr Speaker: · The hon. Member for 
Enugu N01th (Mr. Onoh) made contributions 
during our previous sitting (I'uesday) 
18151004. 

Mr Onoh: Yes, Mr Speaker, but I heard 
you say that debate should continue when 
an hon. Member requested that the debate 
be deferred from that day. But I am standing 
on point of information, Mr Speaker. 

. Mr Speaker: Okay! 

Mr Onoh: Mr Speaker, I wish to clarify 
what the bon. Member for Igboeze North I 
(Mr .Onyeze) said, that every hospital should 
have an emergency ward and that the time 

. frame . should be stipulated. It is not 
necessary because .it is a case of emergency. 
Thank you. · 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
gone through the Bill and I am very 
comfortable with the intent of the Bill as 
regards ti1e ratiomile behind the trailing of 
tl~e Bill. Mr Speaker, it appears as if 
accident victims have been enduring some 
moral obligations, because at present, even 
in the Bible, we have a duty to be our 
brother's keeper. If a person sees somebody 
who is a victim of an accident, it is to my 
mind , that such a person should develop a 
moral duty towards the victim. 

Distinction has to be made as to the 
difference between a legal duty and a moral . 
dutY.. While a moral duty is at the discretion 
of the person that is involved, a legal duty 
imposes sorne kind of obligation. 

Till today, · what has been guiding the 
function of the police as to extracting police 
rep01t before treating an injured person is 
motivated by police investigation which is 
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not acknowledged by any law. We have 
several instances of laws that is capable of 
va lidating the assertion of this Bill. 

The previous speaker has made mention 
of Section 33( 1) of the Constitution, and 
then Section 34( 1) which respective ly 
ta I keel about right to I ife and then right to 
di gnity of human person. We are not going 
to be-labo ur ourselves on that, but our 
interest is that actually the rationale behind · 
the extracti on of this report to the hospital 
before treating the victim has been that it. 
might be possible that the victim might be 
<m armed robber or that it might be possible 
that the victim mi ght have committed some 
kind of crime, which to our mind does not 
give the person ticket to loose his life. 

Section 36( 12) of the 1999 Constitution, 
1i1ade it clear that any offence that is 
unknown to law ought not to attract a 
punishment. As at the time the victim fel l 
into casualty there was nothing called an 
offence that should have been asc ribed to 
the very person . So, it is in the interest of 
justice and morality for such a pei·son to 
receive treatment so that even if at the end 
of the day he happens to be found guil ty of . 
an offence, then nothing stops punishq1ent, 
and moreover, leaving s01nebody to die, 
can not be punitive measure depending on 
the kind of offence because in section 36(5) 
of the Constitution, let me read it out: Every 
person who is charged with a criminal . 
offence shall be presumed to ·be. innocent · 
until he is proved guilty. In this case, person 
is note even charged. But it is just a 
speculation that he might be. Even if the 
person is 'caught ready handed' , there is no 
way any person can ascribe the status of a 
criminal to the victim until he has been 
proved guil ty . 

So, it now becomes a very big loop hole 
or rather lacuna in our legal system to 
define a victim being isolated or rather 
being denied treatment on the grounds of 
suspicion that the person may be a criminal. 

Now, we have a criminal code in this 
country which is applicab le to the Southern 
pa11 of this country. And there is no way in 
the criminal code where it was specified 
that if somebody happens to be involved in 

. an accident that such person should extract 
·a police repo11 before treatment. It is a mere 
police regulation . And even Section 4(2) of 
the Robbery and Firearms Special 
Provisions Acts has made this clear, that it 
has been the duty of any person, hospitals 
or clinics that to administer any drugs to 
any person suspected of having bullet 
wounds should immediately report the 
matter to the police. The interpretation of 
this section simply means, that, atleast, the 
person ought to be admitted or ought to be 
treated, ought to be in the process of givi'ng 
treatment or ad ministration of drugs, as the 
case may be. It does not express or show 
that · ~ uch person under the influence of 
pains should be taken to the police and 
thereafter come to the hospital before he is 
given. treatment. That would be quite unfair. 
And , \NO Uicl be very very erroneous in. our 
judicial system. 

Also, the Fatal Accident Acts 1990 Laws 
of the Federation, I cannot quote the 
Section, but I am aware, it makes provisions 
for the treatment of Accident Victims. But 
in that case, it limited it to the government 
hospitals. As in the case of trying to extract 
report that pol ice may use in subsequent 
evidences in com1. So, having laid this 
background, Mr Speaker, it is my wish, and 
my intention that since the House has been 
in progress without any hindrance, it is time 
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that we redress such anomally. It is time we 
involve this moral duty into a legal 
obligation. I also have to make some 
remarks on two sections of the 
Constitution, which some previous speakers 
have referred to in the last sitting of 
Tuesday, 18th May, 2004. In section. 16, 
talks about Right of Appeal, therein, that 
any hospital sealed up shall have the right 
of appeal to the Honourable Attorney 
General of the State. 

It is my wish that the Committee that 
will handle the Bill or Joint Committee, as 
case may be, should look into it, and 
analyze the fad that the Attorney General is 
not a court. It will be out of Order for any 
Appeal to go to Attorney General, on the 
grounds of matters he will not be aware of. 
So it is my wish that Appeal should be next 
Colll1 of High Rank, for instance, if the 
matter is being handled at Magistrate Colll1, 
so Appeal should be directed to the High 
Court. 

Then if the matter is being handled at 
High Cout1, you suit out to the Cout1 of 
Appeal. Section 17 ·says something about, 
the Governor's Directive; the ·Governor 
may give directive of a general or specific 
character as to the observance of the 
provisions of this law, by hospitals. Well, in 
my own mind, it is not the duty of the 
Governor to oversee what ever process the 
law may wish to take. It is the duty of the 
aggrieved person to beckon on the Law and 
seek the protection of the Law. Because the 
Governor might not even know _how to treat . 
the case, and the treatment that has been 
meted out to the person . 

It is the aggrieved person or rather the 
policeman in this case, which we know that 
as · at the time he had an accident that 

" 

treatment given to him was not deserved or 
that treatment run shot1 of the provisions of 
the Law. Section 14 said about the Colllt 
that have jurisdiction, that is: That High 
Court of the state shall have jurisdiction to 
try any offences committed under this law. · 
It is- my submission that a special tribunal 
that is of similar status as the Magistrate 
Court will be established, so as to guarantee 
quick dispensation of justice. 

For instance, it takes the police about 
two weeks to file a matter in the High 
Court. But you · can file a matter in the 
Magistrate Court and it will leave the same 
day, because of the time limit, and 
availability, because they are spread all over 
the Local Government. Again, there is no 
local government in Enugu State that has no 
Magistrate Cout1. So, Mr Speaker, on 
grounds of this, I beg to call on my 
Colleagues to really support this Bill and 
specifically, the Joint Committee to really 
scrutinize and look into the Bill before 

· bringing it to the House, because if at the 
end of the day, we come up with a Bill may 
be that it lacks some technical clause, then 
th~ essence of the Bill might even be 
defeated. So, I have to sit down and urge 
my . fellow Colleagues to support this 
wonderful Bill. Thank you. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I wish to contribute to the debate on this 
proposed law on saving lives of accident 
victims and those with gunshot wounds. I 
am supporting that those with gunshot 
woun9s be treated in the hospital because 
gunshot wounds do not go only to armed 
robbers. Armed robbers operate with guns 
sometitnes and they inflict the wounds from 
their bullets on some of their victims and if 
these victims go to hospitals and cannot be 
treated because of harassment from police, 
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then we may lose very important citizens of 
th is country as the case in existence before 
this law. A lot of people have lost their 
lives simply because they cou ld not receive 
treatment as and when due because the 
doctors were afraid of being accessori es to 
armed robbery because that ·· is the guise 
under which the pol ice arrest them · and 
harass them. 

Given the reality of the matter that in 
every twelve, the re could be a .Judas and 
most of them used to be Judas and because 
of this, some doctors may have some 
criminal tendencies and when an armed 
robber goes on operation and meets with 
the law enforcement agents and gunshot 
wounds are inilicted on them, they rush to 
their doctors· and because of this little 
aspect of criminality involved, the po li ce 
now decided to place blanket ban on all 
hospitals. 

So this law is ve ry good because if it is 
enacted it will now make it possible for 
doctors in hospitals to treat people .who 
receive this kind of, wound. As for 
accidents, . presently, there is no law 
prohibiting hospitals from treating accident 
victims. What the law require is that after 
treating the victims or while treating the 
victims, the necessary agency pet'taining to 
security of li fe on the highway shoul d be 
notified. 

I suppoti that this Bill should be passed 
but l will also ask that we exercise some 
caution on the provision we are going to 
make in the Bill because an adage in certain 
pati of this country says that it is not 
beneficial for o .finnily 10 suffocate a new 
born babe in the process of" looking fo r a 
partner for the bube. So we shou ld not in 
the process of saving life give license to the 

·' 

treatment of armed robbery cases without 
police notification . 

Secondly, I believe that the provisions of 
the Bil l should be strengthened so that you 
do not just say hospitals should be free to 
treat patients because if you look at the very 
first provisions that is Section three says 
that upon the commencement of this law, no 
hospita I shall refuse to attend to accident 
victims on the ground that such a victim is 
not accompanied by a police officer or for 
want' of police report. What this imply is, 
you may refuse but not on the grounds that 
there is no police report or that person is not 
accompanied by police officer. 

I would prefer a situation when this 
thing goes to a Committee while the 
Comm ittee works on it for · them to add 
some little bite to the law to say that any 
hospital that fails attendance to an accident 
victim or a person with gunshot wound 
must offer at least first aid before referring 
the person to hospital of competence. 

Assuming you rush the person to a 
· chemi ~t, he should first of all administer 
first aiel instead ofsaying no, this wound is 
too big for me to handle, take him to 
Onyet11a hospital, if you come to Onyema 
hospital, they will say ah, our doctor is not 
around, take him to UNTH. You come to 
UNTH, they will say ah, this is bone issue, 
take him to Orthopaedic. By the time this 
person goes through this rigmarolling and 
hard riding around, the soul must have been 
ti red of existence and vacate the body. 

693 

So we should include in that law that 
hospital of first visit must administer some 
first aid before sending the victim to 
hospital of com petence. We know that the 
reason why the police are not so happy for 

. ~ 



1385 

Enugu State House of AssemblvDebates 
20 May 2004 1386 

then we may lose very important citi zens of 
this country as the case in existence before 
this law. A lot of people have lost their 
lives simply because they could not receive 
treatment as and when due because the 
doctors were afraid of being accessories to 
armed robbery because that -is the guise 
under which the pol ice arrest them · and 
harass them. 

Given the reality of the matter that in 
every twelve, there could be a Judas and 
most of them used to be Judas and because 
of this, some doctors may<have some 
criminal tendencies and when an armed 
robber goes on operation and meets witi:J 
the law enforcement agents and gunshot 
wounds are intlicted on them, they rush to 
their doctors· and because of this lit!le 
aspect of criminality involved, the poli ce 
now decided to place blanket ban 01i all 
hospitals. 

So this law is very good because if it is 
enacted it will now make it possible for 
doctors in hospitals to treat people who 
receive this kind of, wound. As for 
accidents, , presently, there is no law 
prohibiting hospitals from treating accident 
victims. What the law require is that after 
treating the victims or while treating the 
victims, the necessary agency pei·taining to 
security of life on the highway should be 
notified. 

l supp01t that this 8 iII sho~dd be passed 
but l will also ask that we exercise some 
caution on the provision we are going to 
make in the Bill because an adage in certain 
pmt of this country says that it is not 
beneficial for u f amily tu suffocate a new 
born babe in the process of looking fo r a 
partner for the bube. So we should not in 
the process of saving I ife give I icense to the 

" 

treatment of armed robbery cases without 
police notilication . 

Secondly, I believe that the provisions of 
the Bill should be strengthened so that you 
do not just say hospitals should be free to 
treat patients because if you look at the very 
first provisions that is Section three says 
that upon the commencement of this law, no 
hospital shall refuse to attend to accident 
victims on the ground that such a victim is 
not accompanied by a police officer or for 
want of police report. What this imply is, 
you may refuse but not on the grounds that 
there is no police report or that person is not 
accompanied by police officer. 

I would prefer a situation when this 
thing goes to a Committee while the 
Committee works on it for them to add 
some I ittle bite to the law to say that aqy 
hospital that fails attendance to an accident 
victit;n or a person . with gunshot wound 
must offer at least first aid before referring 
the per~on to hospital of competence. 

Assuming you rush the person to a 
chernist, he should first of all administer 
first aiel instead ofsaying no, this wound is 
too ·big for me to handle, take him to 
Onyema hospital, if you come to Onyema 
hospital, they will say ah, our doctor is not 
around, take him to UNTH. You come to 
UNTH, they will say ah, this is bone issue, 
take him to Orthopaedic. By the time this 
person goes through this rigmarolling and 
hard riding around, the soul must have been 
tired of exi stence and vacate the body. 
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So we should include in that law that 
hospital of first visit must administer sot:ne 
tirst' aid before sending the victim to 
hospital of competence. We know that the 
reason why the police are not so happy for 
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it is his duty (() ensme !hal til e •/ ictim 
receives at leas! 1" aiel and it is hi:-; J liv to .· 
ensure that the pcd ice are i nformel! . ,, i I hi n 
twenty four hour:; or not IClte;. than lh:1:. 

There are cer1<1in other changes. I lh ink 
those ones wiil gn ro the Cn1nnJ~Iee : wish. 
to urge mem.bers of this honourabk : ·ICJ use 
to please he I p sw,;c the I ives o 1· ou r 1 ,;:ople 
on the road. Save your mvn I ik · .l' ..:; iuse 
accident docs 'nt)l write application ! ;::< < ~~'C~ it 
conies. It comes wheneve1· the pi';·.:•: of 
negativity bri ngs it. But, i l' it h ~l l ) '11::. to 
whoever it happr.:r1s. may be som r.'hl, ~ '/ ~· o u 

know or VO Lir 1\:L1tivc or othel'll i ~.· ~ . l. iod 
forbid it to h<ippctl ro any of us .. to ~· .J •:il \ldy 

else but it does kl Jlpen. Let us s~l VI ' J: k by 
giving thi s Bill a qui ck paSS'l:· t Mr 
Speaker, Sir, w ith this ,appeal lo Ot l.· hon. 
Members l wish also to aclcl bec rr •l c we 
have heard so rnuch debate on th is <II ;:, nd 
I am happy that nobody has spoke" i11 the 
negative and ti)crc is no inclicHti LW t ;f any 
hon. Member 1·o speak in the neg:11 i .' c. !fa ll 
the people spoke in the posiii \ .. e. I I'l L,'/! ,,: ish 
to call on the hon. Speaker lh<r· !he 
Question be i1ow J1 ut and end this de l.:k . 

Question, T'lw! the Ques.tion h l · J', l, i' / JU/, 

put and agreed tu. · . . . 

Main (juesLiou fl lll and up,rC:c:c/ l n. 

Bill ciccnnlin,(:ll' rt:ud t i lt' Se,·oud •i.::·· 

Mr Spl'al<c· r : l ·lonourable Ccl! : ·. ~;t iCS, 

the Bill befo1·e the House has saikd ,_;- ough 
First and Second Read irtg. I huinbly .>.·ish to 
express my happiness to all of us k 1 :1 job 
well done. I c:m say clearl y thai i:1i > 13i ll 
received the highest deba te mH' · we ll 
articulated submiss ions. I til<tnk .' y: •L. very 
much and do lw pe that subscqu(:r_.t f3ills 
will recei ve i1tput more. tll •w ,\:hat 

t r~:n s ,• i _;·ed Or! this particular Bill. l also hope 
th;1r . .i'1e sponsor of this Bill . will be very 
very p:1tien1. . when others are invol ved. I 
lli <li·d. you so much for · your wonderful 
C(W!Trl'utions ~111dl say ro Gncl be the glory. 

ANNOUNCEM ENT 

II' i' Spe::1ke r: Honourable Colleagues, 
so1m ' i!ll e tl1is week I relocated some hon. 
Me11 'ns siUing positions in the H ous~. I 
am _. 1 ,,1 ppy I hat those re- I oca tions were 
coJ,q :i·.·d \·I ilh . More imporla nll y, l wish to 
sta!" rli:tt <Ill or· us are mmure: It is on ly a 
c>,n <l.l d·r<lt W<l irs to be tlo~~ec( before he can 
;hey. I beli cv~.: I hat all o(~s are mature, l do 
noi i,.i,: ltcl to hurt anybocl y'·s feelings. But if 
I ha /L' done that, direct·ly or indirectly, 
pk.·ts · .iust fo 1·give. Having sa id this, those 
thnl _ ~i\ mpli e cl . with the re-a1Tangement, I 
wi :;h !o appe<li to those involved to get back 
to lh .. ir sitti11g positions by Tuesday, 25 1

h 

Mn:· 2004. I wish to ap1:ieal again that 
evc .y .H rcl y musl try as much as possible t0 
bci J;J .. L himself or hcrsell·, bl.1t if I notice 
n;;rti11 !he kind of conspiracy we used to 
hu vr~ 11 the Llthcr end, <tncl lends to happen 
agrti l ,. i will clo total1·eshufflemcnt. 

:; ! thank you all fm (11 lcRst complying 
wi!L ille (I JT<Ingement without grudgirig. I 
al :;.; . ,~ 11 ice with dismay the r~1te and n1anner 
wl! i·.·! : some ilon. Mem be·1·s attend to 
sili 1!·,.·:: The silting time i:-: supposed to be 
10 <L n. I <lm appealing that 10 a.m. be 10 
il. \11. '' next sitting, the moment it is 10.30 
<1.111.. ! will <~Sk the Sergeant-at-Arms to lock 

. tlw ·"', •k.: to the entrance. So that those of us 
whn: .. ;.e here c~1 n go on with ilie business of 
th <:;_ J:·1y. -Not when we are ·almost · 
ai.l_i\H .,·,l ing, an !10n. Member will come up 
tn .:\· 'li lld I he Motion for ncljournment. So 
n ~, to ·he accommodated in · d1e Votes and 
l'n ::;r ~ d ing~' - so too on lhe Ve t·batim Rep01t. 
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. Then 1oment it.is 10.30 a.m. I wil l close 
tl}e door, t .. exp~c~ that every' pri ncipa l 
office( w ill' be '·in. the Chamber: at l 0 cl.lll. 

prompt. j cannot uncl crstancl when we say 
that the House do now adjourn unti I I 0 
a.m., the ne.\ t day then it tu rns out to be 12 
no01i : Please I do not want it_again. 

Re n1ember om conclusions in my om ce 
·some.time, 'we are go ing to apply them as 
soon as poss ible and that is the on ly way to 
make Membl!rs attend sitt ings and attend on 
ti me too. 

.... .. . , Ag~in h,erl_cefor'th, there ar;:e no more 
.. · Committee .'meetings on our sitting clays 

both the inm1gt.rra l meetings. Please do nut 
. ever br~ ing to me announcements that you 
are go ing to meet at the ris ing of the House. 
This is how you muclcl le things, so that on 
the cl ay,~ we.?r·e npt sitt ing yo u ~ are not seen 
here. ·' ··'' · '· · · ~ ·•· 

Therefore,. when you bring up th ree 
announcements it involves sitt ing in th ree 
di fferent places . If you are having 
Commi ttee . sitt ings, there are Commi ttee 
days which ent<J il s Mondays, Wednesday, 

, r .•• 

·and f- ri days. So as fa r as I am concerned , 
and as i~1 r as the House is concerned, I 1.v ill 
never welcome any reason -that wil l lead to 
holding Com mi ttee meet ings un Tuesdays 
or Thursdays. bc:: f '':use they are our . sitting 

·' · ·days:S;o, tr)H<Hom[)l y. 

The House . Com mi ttee on Ru.les and 
Business w ill meet as fo llows: Monday 24111 

May, 2004 at the Leader's Officer by 12.00 
noon, to con)ribute to the review of the 
Stand ir)g 0(cier o.f the House .. Honourable 
Mer:11bers ar·e '1-cc·luestecl to r8i-ward the-ir 
inputs on the review to the Committee. 

The EnugLr State House of Assemb ly 
Tender's Board will meet on Fri day, 21 " 
May .2004 at the Leader's Oll·ice, (Room 
123A) by 10<1.111. 

;/ . 

ADJOURNM ENT 

L(::l tl er : f\~a y I lnovt:' : that this 
honourabk House do now ~ 1 cl j o u rn until 
Tuesci <1.V. -~~ 1 1 ' May. 2004 by I 0 ·,1.!11. Thank 
you. 

lVI r C. Encbc (A 11·~:u Non h): rvl r 
Speak~·r . l lww r·i sen lo second he: f\;lutiun 
lor "djnlll'lllllt:11l , as nwvecl by tile L.cacier· of 
rhe \ louse (!vi r .'lnicllllkll 'll) Whi le 
second in!:! the Moti on. I wish to refe r 
Memhers tu the events !hat happened a! .l os. 
l)latea11 :-; tale some few dCiyS ago 

: (intl! l'l'llflliJII/S/. 
·.• 

I h;rvc tn 1~1 l k . Dn YO U kn0w what I W<lllt 
to say·.' !-lear me i·irsr . I <llll 1101 !<li king nhuu t 
riot. Wh<lt I a1n s<~y i ng is rhat the Housc:s \ir 
f\ssemh! v then:' has been disso lved and <IS 
part Di- inter-pa rliamentary Rc'lcu ions. i! i·s 
the cl ''' ." of the Houses that Me operating to 
ii11d '' W<ll ' 1u ask the Pr·cside.nc: to pay 
rvlelll ll·,:r:,. their· sa lari es while they ar·c 011 
SUSj)eii:; IU11. 

Bl..'c ;ruse it is a tes t c~r se , it c:1n hnppen 
anyvvht: rt::. Wl1at I am :; ~ ~yi ng is that the 
Speakns ol' nrher Houses should ti m! a w"y 
!o li "i~e I·Vitil the Federal Govemment so 
that thi-; J'il''lj1lc who h~r ve been J·()rcc cl to go 
llll st!~;pt'INOil. They did not cnuse the 
p1·obk-111 rhc:rc. ill<ll they shou ld be jXti dthe ir 

. s;il ;·rric·s <li)d ;r ll uw<lllCes whil t' they <He on 

. S USj:lL'IIS i ~l it ! lllCCIIl il j:; ill)l ll ll\ \ l l. 1-d;~n:. 
A ncl i ,. \·Ve lio not s <~y iL i r it hclj'ijXIIS 
ciSC\vllel\:. thL· pe\1pk \v ii i sullc1· tire ~<rme 

!'a te. ·1 h ~111k y \ lU . very llluc h. 

(Ju,·stiun fllll wnl ugr l!ed ln .. 

f( .. : ,(;·,., ; Th<rt the· H\lUSf clu now 
acljnum Ulllil Tuesday. 2 ~ '" Mt!y. 2004 ar 10 
<1.111. 

At(inurned uccording fr ; ut 2 20 Jl m . 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 25th May, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: · Honourable 
Colleagues, before us are the Votes and. 
Proceedings of Thursday, 201

h May, 
2004. I have gone through them, and to 
the best of my knowledge, they are 
correct. However, · I need your 
comments . Thank you . · 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I have . 
equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of Thursday, 201

h May, 
2004, and found them to be correct I, 
therefore, move a Motion for the 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings . 
as correct recording of what transpired 

. that day. Thank you. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr . 
Speaker, Sii·, lion. Members I have risen 
to second the Motion. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes .and Proceedings of Thursday, 
20th May, 2004, accordingly adopted. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

P.OOR PERFORMANCE OF 
. . NIGERIA NATIONAL 

PETROLEUM CORPORATION 
(NNPC) MEGA STATION ENUGU · 

Mr 0. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South 
II): Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move the 
Motion Standing in my name: That this 
honourable House · do urge the 

. Managing Director . (MD) Nigerian . 
National Petroleum · Corporation 
(NNPC), Engr. Funsho Kupolokun to 
irrimediately direct the Emene Depot 
Manager to ensure twenty-four hours 
service at the NNPC Mega Station, 
Enugu . 

Deputy Leader (Mr P: Anikwe) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 

· Motion moved by the hori. Member for 
EnugLi South II (Mr Chukwuegbo). 
Thank you . 

I 
Mr Chukwuegbo: Mr Speaker, Sir, 

whereas; Petroleum products include, 
namely: Premium Motor Spirit (PMS}, 

. Automotive Gas Oil (AGO), Dual . · 
Purpose Kerosene (DPK) Grease and 
others . 

These Petroleum products are very . 
essential to . human . existence 
considering their various uses in many . 
areas of human endeavour. 

·These Petroleum products · are also 
important towards the generation of 
energy for our use. 

·' .697 
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It is equally observed that the 
envisaged problenrs as a result Of 
inadequacy of these Petroleum products . 
have encouragec! ·the Nigeria National 

· Petroleum Cor~oration (NNPC) to open 
retail outlets in most major cities in the 
country as in Lagos, Ibadan; K~uio, 
Ahuja, Port Harcollli and Enugu - to · 
cope with the increasing den1and for 
these prod'.l cts~ 

It is impmiant to note · that. the 
·scarcity . or short supply of these 
Petroleun1 1)roduets · as see1~ ·· in the 
Enugu Mega Station, · cripples ·. the 

·. economy and stagnates life. · · 

These Mega Filling Stations owned 
by NNPC across the country opens for · 
Twenty-Four Hours to serve the public 
and ensure that they .get these products 
at their least convenience. 

The Mega Station at Et1ugu opens at 
8 a.rn. in the morning and stops sales at 
4 p.m . or occasi Jnally at 6 p.m. in the 
evening, opening for only eight hours as · 
against tweu y four hours service, and · · 

. this has tesulted to long queues within 
·the period of their operation. 

The long queues had caused motor 
accidents on that. road and more so, civil . · 
servants and others are compelled to 

· leave their places of work for the 
. · product w ithin the work period as the 

Mega Station is riot open when one is 
ri1ost disposed . 

public at1d the station ha:s no shift ppmp 
attendants as applicable in other Mega 
Stations in the country. 

. The overall aims and objectives of 
haying the Mega Station 1n Enugu are 
en(irely defeated. 

~Now theref01~e, be it resolved by the 
Enugu State House of Assembly: · 

.1.) · That this honourable House 
do ·~· urge the Managing 
Director ofNigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation 

· (NNPC) - Mr Funs6 
· Kupolokun to direct the 
Emene Depot Manager · to 
maintain a tWenty.,.four hours 
service to the public at the 
Enugu Mega Station as · in · 
others across the country. 

• 2) •. That the · Depot Manager 
·.,· 

3) . 

4) 

should ensure that there is 
steady and .sufficient supply · 
of Petroleum products in the · 
Mega Station. . . · 
That all the pumps are used to 
serve the public . to . r;ed:uce 
long queues at the Station: · 
That shift . pump atte~dants 
are deployed . ·to assist . in 

· serving the public, as in other 
·Mega Filling . Stations across 
the country for efficiency . · 

, . 
· Be it moved, and it is hereby moved . 

' Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Mt 
Speaker, Sir, the Motion before us has 
good intents and that is to actually . The Mega Station is not . even using . 

all the available pumps to serve the . . acquaint the Mernbers with what is 

.. :1 698 
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happening in the State. One can always 
observe the motive for the 
establishment of this Mega Filling 
Station. The genesis· of it is that the . 
continuous scarcity of the Petroleum 
Products and · some disjointed 
programmes · of the independent 
marketers can be defeated. The Federal 
Government now decided to have a 
Filling Station of their own. We have a 
minimum of 30 pumps effectively and 
efficiently in use; or are in use at our 
Mega Filling Station, we also have a 
steady and continuously steady supply 
of fuel. The essence of it is to conquer 
to a great extent the incide~ce of fuel 
scarcity that is common in this country. 

In Enugu State, we are happy to be 
blessed by the NNPC, .because Enugu 
State is the capital or Eastern Region. 
As the center point of all other 
developments; Enugu State is more 
qualified than any other pm1 of the 
country to have its own Mega Filling 
Station to my own inind. The essence of 
this Mega Fill ing Station is t0 
continuously make available fuel and 
other allied products of NNPC as being 
demanded by the public. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this .Motion is 
trying to explain the poor performance 
at our Filling Station, that is, Mega · 
Filling Station just commissioned last 
week. If it is allowed to continue like 
that, it will become a. tradition. So, this 
Motion is intended to ask the Depot . 
Manager, Emene, and all the staff 
employed there to act.ually give us . the 
service expected of ,{ Mega Filling 

Station. In other words, this is not the 
first Fill ing Station sited. Some other 
areas I ike Lagos, Ibadan, Port Harcom1. 

·If one goes in there any time, . any 
day, be it iii the day or in the night, there 
will be available supply of the product' 
one wants, be that Petroleum, kerosene, 
gas etc., and that is why it is a mega 
filling station. If, on the other hand, we 
allow the pumps to be dorm(lnt, it 
invariably implies that the essence of 
the mega station is completely defeated 
because the independent niarketers will 
continue to manipulate the public. No 
career civil servant would like to waste 
his or her time at the mega filling station 
without attending to his or her duties in 
theoffice. · 

So; Mr Speaker, I believe that the 
ovel·-riding interest of this Motion is to 
expose the already observed poor 
performance at this mega station. The 
call on the NNPC Managing Director, 
Engr. Funsho Kupolokun to 
immediately rise to this challenge is in 
order. He was here in person, and if we 
recall what he said . on .. the 
commissioning day, he assured that this 
nl.ega filling station will live up to 
expectation, just . as the word in1plies, 
mega filling station. 

· So, Mr Speaker, this Motion intends 
to save the good people of Enugu State · 
who are finding it difficult to obtain 
avatlable petroletim products as and at 
when due, following the establishment · 
of the mega-filling station. We cannot 
go on to say that we have a mega filling 
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· station where .we have only three or four . Mt: Speaker, y'ou will agree ·with me 
pumps in service. We cann9t go ahead that since the inception of the mega · 
to say that we have a mega filling statio.n at Eimgu, there lias been a great 
station when it can only operate and · tremendous improvement in the 
betweet1 8 a.m . and 4 p.m. We canriot supply · of petroleum products in and · 
boost to have · a me.ga filling station arounc;1 this Enugu. The. rriega station at 
when at the point in time one comes . Enu:gu here . gets . t~eir supply at NNPC 

·. . . there, they say there is no fuel. T6is is a · .depot, at Emen~i and for some time now, 
· . ·. negation ·. of the actual ideal of · mega . · there has · been improvement in products 

filling station already operational in supply at the NNPC depot. . 
sori1e other areas of the country. . ·. . · . . . . .· 

So, Mr Speaker, I cc:dl . 011 my 
Colleagues to give th is · all ~ important 
Motion its due passage. It does not 

· The file that I have with me here can . 
· give . us the · accurate · quantity . of 
petroleum products that are being . 
supplied to the mega station on daily 
basis. The PMS, · which · is Premium 
Motor Spirit, is being supplied to. them · 
between ·99000 iiters to 132000 liters 
every day . . Automotiv~ Gasoline Oil 

require much; if you look at all the 
prayers, they are both appropriate ai1d 
accurate . So,-I call on ni.y fellow h.or1. 
Colleagues, Mr Speaker; to -kindly pass 
this all -impot1ant Motion. I beg to rest 
my case. Thank you. 

· (AGO) is being supplied to them,. 66000 . • 
I iters to 99000 liters and Dual Purpose . 

. Kerosene . (DICP) is · beirig supplied 
Mr )!'. Onah (NsukkaWest): Thank . betWeen 1980 and 18160 liters . 

you Mr Speaker. I wish to put .in my · 
· · · total suppot1 to · this a!Htnpot1ant 

Motion. It. is a very good Motion in the . 
sense that the good intention of the 
Federal Government to establish mega 
filling stations ·. at des.ignated areas 
across this cour1try is to mal~e stire that 

. petroleum . products are available to 
motorists at · all times and at the 

. approved rates. 
. . 

1 wish to thank the Coi11mander-in­
Chief of the Armed Forces of the. 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, Chief 
Olusegun Qbasanjo and the former 
Managing Director of the NNPC, Chief 
Gaius Obaseki for' this imp011ant .· 
gesture. 

So, MrSp~aker, what! atn trylrigto .• 
say is that the · supply . of products is not 

. the major problem to this rriega station. · 
, What is the tnajor problem there is 
. sh01tage of manpower: • Most of their 

pumps which are meant to be 
operational on daily basis are r1ot used . 

·About half of the purnps that are nl.eant · 
for s~le . of . petroleum ··· are . not in use . . 
every . day . So, the manage111eht of that 
station has to live up to expectation so 
that the ·purpose ·. of the ·Federal . · 
Government erecting that station there, 
will come to accomplishment. 

On' the other hand, there is no way 
sue!~ station car\ ·· be functior1ing . well 
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without 24-hour service. They need to . 
live up to expectation, like Abuja mega 
station which sell throughout the day 
and at night. Before such point could be 
achieved, ·adequate security has to be 
provided because thet'e is no way such 
station can be functioning in the night 
without police protection. 

So, Mr Speaker, I totally support this. 
Motion, and on this note, Mr Speaker, 
may I move that order No. 25 of this 
honourable House be suspended · to 
enable me come up with additional 
prayer. Thank you. · 

Mr Speaker: This is a Motion on 
notice and this is not the appropriate 
time to make amendments .. 

· Mr Speaker: The bon. Member for 
Enugu North (Mr Onoh) should sit 
down or I walk him out. 

Mr Onoh: Walk me out Walk me 
out, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Sit down. Sit down. 

Mr Onoh: Walk me out, Mr Speaker 
but I cannot stand to take · the 
humiliation when an hon. Member will 
be locked out of the Chamber. 

· . :(VIr Speaker: I have no apology 
whatsoever. If the hcin. Member for . 
Enugu North (Mr Onoh), does not take 
tiri1e 1 w ill send him out of the Chamber.. 

Mr Onoh: With due respect, · Mr · 
Mr Speaker: I. am sorry the Motion Speaker, 1 seek the leave of the House to 

came on notice and ordinarily, it is walk out of the. Chamber but I cannot . · 
expected tli~t any proposed amendment .· · ~tand the humi.liation . 

· ought to have come before us. · We 
cannot .allow you to make an 
an1endment. I observe that the hon. 
Member for Enugu N011h (Mr Onoh), 
has just come in . I do not know! 

Mr J . U. Onoh (Enugu North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I just want to m(l.ke an 
observation. 

Mr . Speaker: He has . not . been . 
coming to -sittings. I am even surprised 
that he is even here. He has not been 
attending subsequent meetings. 

Mr Onoh: You cannot lock ni.y 
Constituency out. 

. Mi· Speaker: You . have not been . 
Mr Speaker: Which observation? .. coming. 

Sit down. I do not want any observation 
please. 

Mr · Onoh: My Constituency was 
locked out this morn,ing and it is the 
height of humiliation. 

.;1 701 

Thereupon, the hori. Member for · · 
Enugu N01;th (Mr J U. . Orwh) stood up, 
bowed before the mace and left ·the 
Chamber. 
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Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North):. 
How can you just lock people out like 
that? 

Mr Speaker: Whei·e were you? 

Mt' Enebe: Where were you? 

Mr Speaker: I will send · the hon. 
Member for AwgLi North (Mr Enebe), 
out. 

Mr Eneb~ : Send me out for what? 

Mr Speaker: I had a quorum before 
· you came in and I said it the. other day. · 

Mr Enebe: Is it in the Rule? · 

Mr Speaker: Which Rule? I will 
· ser1d you out. I cannot continue waiting 
for you. You come at your own time. 

Mr Enebe: I am not · working. for 
you. 

· Mr Speaker: . I. do not know what 
you are talking about and I do not care. 
l have noapologies whatsoever because 
I . issued a warning. I come into the 
Chamber and stay from · morning till 
twelve or one o'clock and you a1;e not in 
the Chambe.r .. You were fon11er Speaker 
and what about it? 

.I say it is act of sabotage because other 
individual filling stations are 
functioning very well. Why is it that the 
Mega Filling Station cannot work. Then 
the · j·ssue of manpower, ·my · bon. 
Col leagues talked · of if they want to 
employ people; .they can .do so to make 
the filling station functional. . · 

. The issue of long queue has caused a 
lot of problein to that Jiighway because 
if . you . go there and · see what is 
happening .there, the drivers and 

· conductors used to sleep th~re. What of 
if a vehicle looses its brake and crush 
people there. Why shoul.d people wait 
for twenty four hoi..trs. · 

The issue of pump . attendatits, Mr . 
Spea.ker; there are many fuel pumps but • 
there · are not people to operate . them .. 
The)1 ·the issue · of poor supply of fuel 
there. That is why I keep ori saying it is · · 
act of sabotage because other filling 
stations are supplied fu.el and I cannot 

· imagii1e why the Mega Station should 
hick fueL . So, · Mr Speaker, ·I am still 

.. saying that . the Comh1ittee on fuel 
should go ahead and find out why there 

. is always sh01tage of fuel there. So, with 
· this, Mr Speaker Iurge.my colleagues to . · 
give serious support to this Motion: . 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr 
Speaker, Sir; I have risen from my seat 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I) : Mr. to s~1pport this Motion . . The Motioi1 is . 
Speake!~, Sir, l rise to give support to · very tiinely particularly now that the · 
this important Motion by the bon. Mega. Station has been · officially 
Member for Enugu South II .(Mr .· . comniiss ioned . Mr Speaker, Sir, l would 
Chukvvuegbo) . Mr Speakei·, this vet~y not want to ·believe that this "fiiiing 
issue I j List attt'ibute it to act of sabotage. · statiori ·is · just . like any other filling .·. 
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station across the country, I would not 
want to believe that NNPC · has 
deliberate attempt to suffer not only the 
people of Enugu State but people of 
Nigeria. ~very time, I' drive through the . 
·road I keep wondering why the .queue. 1 
do not l\nOw that it was a deliberate 
attempt to abandon some of the pumps. 
Then why should they not use all the. 
pumps even when they have fuel. 

.. The Federal . Goven1ment own the.· 
· ·Filling Station arid they · supply the oiL · 

So I believe that something must be 
wrong somewhere, and that is why I am 

· happy that this House has risen h its 
responsibility, to make sure that 
people's sufferings are alleviated. 

By geographical location of that 
· filling statior1 in the: ·first place, it ·is 
. meant to , serve its customers twenty- / 
. four hours; not only for people within 
Enugu but for people from outside the 
State. People . from across the cou11try, 

. from the West, from the . No11h ·then 
down to the South make use of that . 

·. road .· It is not always that travelers have 
enough fuel or gas to take them to their · 
destination . The essence of establishing 
that filling station is to enable users to . 
get fuel at . any point in time they run 
sh011 of fuelto run their auto-:bike. 

· So, M~ Speaker, Sir, when tl1ey talk 

pump. In actual . fact, they are not .. 
supposed to say there is no .fuel. That is 
the langl.1age I will not · like ,to hear .· in ·. 
that Mega Filling Station because they 
supply it thenlselves. 

There ai·e no good i·easons the Mega 
Station, as · mentioned · in the prayers, 
shou.ld not render tWenty-four hours 
service. So I believe that if the hon . 
Members pass this • Motion, the 
management of NNPC ·will kriow that 
. those who .are at wcirk are . watching · 
them and that primarily those whose 
interests are .· to be pi:·oteCted by · that 
Filling Station are feeling concerned 
about it. Whoever is incharge must 
know that Enugu State is very serious in 

·making sure that the good people of · · 
Enugu inust make use of whatever . 
facilities they have in the interest of the · · 
masse·s. This is wl-iat we call true 

demoaacy. Real democracy is to make 
use of what you have . to . your 
satisfaction. Afterall, you have to buy 
fuei; it is not even free; so there shouid 
hot be any technical blockade there. 

So, Mr Speaker, Sir; I believe that 
after passing this Motion we will notice · · 
improved services . at the Mega ... Filling 
Station . located at Port Harcourt Express . 
Way. With this, I beg to take my Seat. 
Thank you, Sir. · 

of pump attendants, I know we have a · Mr C. 0 . Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
great number of unemployed persOI1s . ih Speaker, Sir, I have risen as .a: Co-
this part of the country. If they . cannot · sponsor of this Motion to contribute . to ·· 
.employ, let them inform us. If they want .· · th is . debate. As a Co-Sponsor, I whole- · 

.· one hundred, we are going to give ti1erri heaJ1edly support this . very iniportant 

.· one thousand workers. to attend to the ·. Motio.n . . This · Motioi1 i$ very timely 
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because it was just last Friday, 21 st . .. 
May, 2004 that the Mega Station was . 

. commissioned . ..· .The commissioning 
. ' itself meat1s they can now go into fql"l .. 

·. · · operatiomil services. The Mega Station 
as we all know is a meai1s of trying to 
have a differei1t approach · to ft!el · 
distribt1tion from what it used to be. 

. Before now, we . experiet1ced long . 
. queues; we · . experienced . incessant 

increase ih fuel prices . It is only at .the 
·Mega Station ·· ~hat you . cat1 know . for 
sure how much tbey sell fuel. They sell. 
about N39.20 in other · filling stations • · 
they increase their prices on daily basis . . 

rio longer cross our himds to see our . 
people suffer. Just some few days ago, 
the President approved the building/.of a · 
Mega Station in Ba:yelsa · State. The. 
people were all happy. So atthe end of 
the day all these long queues will just 

· disappear · if some people thei·e will do · 
:their jobs. So we are at the · dghttrack; · 
·and the . earlier ·the people who are 
· incharge of the Mega Station · improve 
. their services, the · bette1~ for them. We 
believ~ that ·if all the · putnps are .· 
funttiohal that the long queues will no ·. 
loi1ger: be there. They cl.osed the pumps, · · 
may . be because . they were not 

·. The purpose of Mega Stations is to 
alleviate tl-ie problems people encounter 
on . trying to btiy fuel from . major. 

. . marketers and Intermediate marketers. 
·For the (act that the station is .being . 

.. co;'ni11issioned; ·. now .. that . they are •. 
cormJ1issioned, we hope that this Motion 
will ginger them into action and make . 

· · · · · owned by the NNPC, it n1eans that there . ·. 
is· no time yoti will have shortage of fuel 
there. It is tl~e last resort; it is the place 
where . you .. ca11 go and you . buy f(Jel . 
based on the correct . prices ; . it is 
supposed to be open for twenty-four 
ho~rrs . In other major cities like Abuja . 

· · Lagos arid lbadan where they have the 
· · . Mega Stations, they do not close, it is 

aq all -rourid affair. . Bi.It unfortunately, ·. 
· · here in Etiugu at times they close by 6 ··. 
. p.m:, at times by 4 p.m. So why is 
. Enugi.r Mega Station · different from . 

what others· are having? That is the 
question that this Motion is tryirig to . 
ask. What do we do to ensure that the 

.. · Mega Statiori operates optimally . .•. 

· them to realise that they have not bee~ 
doiilg what they were expected to do . 

What I am saying is that the Motion .. 
is v~ry ver)'titnely and I believe that by .. 

· the 'time we pass this Motion, the House ·· 
Committee on Petroleum will do the · 
follow-up, and .all those who are 
~upposed . to know about this . Motion 

.. will c<dl them to order ~nd by so doing .· . · 
they . Will begin .to operate the way they . 
a1'e supposed to operate. A Mega Station · 
is supposed to emploi people at . shift • 
duties, not working at regular mornings 
am~ ·evenings approach. · However, that • 
should be their own.· problem. We . 
believethat at the end of the day this · 
Motion will help to alleviate · the 
. prob !ems · a;1d . I believe that this Motion 
sho~1fd not be over-laboured . Petroleurn 
products are the livewire of .our da ily . 

· ... In this Motion they will now know 
that people are watching the111. We can · · 

• ' 'I ' , • , ' 

activities; . therefore, I give support · to 
this' Motion. Thanky ou; Mr Speaker. · 
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• Mr A. Nnadi (lgbo Etiti East): Mr. · the .1i1anufa~turers, how do we thi1~k we . 
s·peakel·, ri1y bon~ Colleagues, · I. have can get this product. The effect Is that .. 

· risen from my place to throw .my weight the price will. go up . 
and supp011 to this Motion, now on the . 

. Floor of this House, seekitig to imp1;ove · · . · Mr Speaker; I am in total supp011 of 
the perforniance of NNPC Enugu Mega this Motion~ If l were the entire House, J 
Station. · would have mo~ed without much debate 

Mr · Speaker, the NNPC · has . 
· son1ething in mind when the 

manageme1it decjded to site a . number 
· of Mega · Filling Stations in the n1ajor . 

cities of ·our great country. Th.e idea as . 
far as J am ·concerned is . to redi1ce the 

. economic retardation caused by the fL1d 
scai·city all over the country. If you look . 

· at that point :of view, we all know that 
petroleum products have a wide range . 

·of uses. Most · industries ·. cannot • do 
· without petroleum products. Even in the 
social life, the social workers at ti111es 
find · it difficult to repod to their. 
respective di.Ity stations for lacl( of fLiel · 
in their cars. And if such persons fO~ 

. instance, cannot get to. where they work • 
fo~ their dally living, what .do we think. 
will be their output at the end of the 
day? · 

Like I said when I was talking about . 
· the industrial sector, if a particular 
. product of this petroleum product is not . 
. made available in the 'manufactm:ing 

that this Motion immediately be passed 
by . t,h is . honourable house and with this, ·. 
Mt . Speake1:, r·. believe . that nobody is 

. going to oppose the content of this 
· .. Motion . . I, · therefore, . request that the ... 

Question · be put. · Thank · you, N:i:J-
Speaker:Let me rest my case. . . 

. Mr Speaker: I believe nobody is 
against this Motion, even those who 
claimed that they were locked . outside . . 
Buf that notWithstandi;1g, let us hear 
from the only lady. 

. Mrs C. Eneh (Udi . South): Mr .·· 
. Speale~, I have risen ·to · support . tbis .·. 
Very in1portant Motion because not oi1Jy 
that Eliugu Mega Station is operating > · 
only. few pumps, . all the pun1ps are not . 

· ·. bei1ig used . . Mr Speaker, it appears tMt 
the NNPC is trying to adopt the pattern . 
being used . by the Independent · 
Marketers, whe1:e a Station ·wit!) 8 or 7 
purrtps will only be using one out of · 
them : 

industry, and the product is very useful Honestly speaking, if this Motion is 
id the society; what do we think wili .· piissed, it will go a lori.g way to stop the 

. now happen to the consumers of such sufferings of our people in Enugt.i Sate . 
. . ·. product? Take for instance, we talk of . Therefore, Mr Speaker, 1 rnove th.atthe 
. this polymer products and _this cannot Questionbe now put. . 

be possible without petroleun1 products . · · · · 
: . If regt.ilar and constant supply of .this . Mr Speaker: I cannot put . the . 

products cannot he made available to Question, because I allowed you to talk · 
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ai1d after talking you now asked that the 
. Question be put · 

business in the night, _·. guarantee theln · · 
that . they are very secured, and l can 
assLire this honourable House that 

. Deputy . Speaker: (Mr AtigJ;ve) : · · .Enogu . State is the most secured state in . 
Thank you, Ml' Speaker, I have · riseri to the Federation. If we ai·e sitting in so1pe · 
'suppoJ:t this . Motion. M!· Speaker, this otheJ; parts of the country, we will not · 
Mega Station is here because of good . ask them to operate in the night. But 

· . governanc~ · and pea~e in · this State . . · · EnugLi State. is so secui·ed that you can 
· Befol'e now, we used to have long · trai1sact- any busiliess at any hour. If 
. queues in the filling stations; with the they are selling at 1 p.ni . 2 p.m. or 3 . 

COrl1111issioning Of this. Mega Statior1, we p.m.; they are secured . .. 
still have the long queue in the Mega 

·. Station. We do not kriow what it will be .· 
called then. 

. That is Why this ·Motion is very . 
iri1portant, to · re1)1ind them of their. 
dutjes. That to be a Mega Statiori, they 

. should be steady; not only that they will 
be steady, it should be 24 hours; .not 
only 24 hours, it should also be fast; not · 

. only being fast, there should be st~ady 
supply of fuel in that very Station: We 

·also pray that p1~oper $ecurit)' should be ·· 

.. We do not 'have incideJltS of robbery . 
oi· . car snatching or any other form of 
violence · in the · night here. Because of 
that, · we are saying that if they transact 

. · the -bu:siness for 24 h69rs as stipulated, 
. they are very very safe. 

· Secondly, that Mega · Station is very 
stnitegic. You might . find yourself · .. 
traveiiJ1g to P01i-Harcourt in the night, 
from tlwre after filling your tank you 
go strftight to Port-Harcourt If you are 
traveling to Ebonyi . or Ogoja or · other ·· ensured in that very Mega Station . · 

· . .· . . . paiis of Cross ·:River you fuel yotirt~mk · 
· Mr Speaker, it is timely becau~e it is th~i-e arid · start going. Or · if you . are 

not only servihg the people onhis State, .· ·. traveling to Onitsha or Asaba or Lagos . 
it is serving the state and her eJ1vi rons . · yoJ.I cai1 fuel your tank there . without . 

. and ._ if the. Motion is · passed and · bra~iching . anywhere to _look for fuel; . 
accordingly channeled, - I hope the you just go straight to where· you · are 

· attthorities wili perform their duties going. Because of the strategic position . 
accordingly. . of that Station it should function for ·. 

. . . . . · tWenty~four hours. It · is · not .. only . 
With this, Mr Speaker, I beg to warm carryil1g the people of En~gu State but · · 

my seat Thank you. · th~ . ei1tire FederCJ.tion. With this, Mr 
· · ·. · · · .· • Speaker, I move that ·the Question be 

· Mr M. · Onyeze (lgbo Eze North. I) : · .. put . 
Mr. Speaker~ I stand to. sl,ippO!i this very . 
. importai1t Motion · for two . reasons. ·. If 
you ask people to come and transact ·· 

Mr Speaker: · · · · Honourable -· 
. Colieagues, before I putthe Question L · 

. . .· . 
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want the Chairman of House Committee 
on Petroleum to say something.' · 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji Rivei} Mr · 
Speaker, I will first of all. thank the 
Federal Government for siting the Mega 
Filling Stati.on at Enugu and . other 
States. I also th2u1k the Movers of this 
Motion for the wonderful Motion they 
have moved. Mr Speaker, all Members 

· have captured the view of Enugu State . 
and on my owi1 side I do notthink that I 

· · have anything . contrat:y ·or against the 
Motion. The prayers there so canvassed . 
are very . beautiful. May i urge this 
h01iourable House the.i:efore, to supp01:t 
the prayers in its entirety. M~ Spea,ker, 
may I move· that the QLrestion be now 
put. Thank you . · 

. . · Q~testion, . That the Question be put; · 
. put and agre~d to: · 

Main Question put and agreed. 

Resolved: . 
1. That this honourable House 

of Petroleum products in the 
Mega Statiot1. · 

3. · ·· .. That all the pumps are used to 
serve the public . to reduc;e 
long queues at the Station. 

. . 

4.. Tha:t shift pun'ip . attendants . 
are deployed to assist in 
serving the public, as in other 
Mega Filling Stations across 

. the country for efficiency. · 

. ANNOUNCEMENT 

··. Visit to Adarii and Obollo~Afor · 

M; Speaker: This . Is to remind · the 
· Members . of House Cornmittee oi'I 

Agriculture and Natural Resources that . 
the scheduled visit to Adat1i and Obollo­
Afor w ill take place tomorrow 
Wednesday, 26111 May, 2004 by 9 iu11 . 
S·igned · by Mr Tony Cl~igbo, Chairman 

. HoLJse Comrriittee on Agriculture · and ·. 
Natpral Resources. 

do .. urge the· . . Managing. · There . is a: worksh9p . to sensitise 

2. 

./ 

DireCtor of Nigerian National people on school meal . prograJ'mne .. 
Petroleum Corporation going On at Nike Lake Hotel. It .is being · 
(NNPC), . Mr · Funso · organized by the Emigu State Primary · 
.Kupolokun to direCt . the Ed.ucation Board and the C:hairinan and · 
Emei1e · Depot Mai1ager ·· to M~1i1bei·s . of ··. House COii1mittee · .. · oh · 

· 1~1aintaln a twenty-four hours · Education are Invited today~ 25111 May, · 
service to the public at the .·.· 2004. Veni.Je is Protea Hotel, Nike Lak;e •·· 
Enugu Mega· Station. · · · Resort. Time is 10 a.m. 

That the De.pot Manager .· 
should . ensure that there is 
steady and sufficient supply . 

· Appeal · 
\·~ 

Hotiourable Colleagues, . I wish to· · 
. state that it is not in !11Y chat:acter to 
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humiliate anybody but I believe that we 
are all brothers and we should abide by 

· certain instructions. I run aware that. 
some people said that locking the dooi· 
is nowhere in the Rule but I can tell you 
still that if we are going by the Rules of 
this House, Rule No. 5 is very clear and · 
the time for the House sitting in our 
Standing Order is very Cleat. The time 
we should sit says, lOa.m. ; and each 
ti1i1e the Leader wants to move Motion 
for adjournment he . moves that the 
Ho.use do i1ow adjourn until 10 a.m. the 
next day • . we are· going to sit · 
(Interruption). 

brother where his brother was and h~ 
said that he was on his way and I 
concluded that what made him to be late 
must be very crucial but because I did 

· not want to have exception · I went 
~~d . . 

I do i1ot regretwhat I.did. So, please, 
let us maintain this time factor. We sit 
twice in · a week and the Rules of the 
House says we should sit Mondays, 
Tuesdays, · Wednesday . and Thursdays 
but we sit only Tuesdays and Thursdays . . 

·We · now set aside other days for 
Com1~ittee days. That was why I lookeo 
at it and say; as: far as I am concerned, I 

Mr Speaker: Please, iri as much as w ill not aiiow any Committee to hold 
there is no provision in this Rule that · meetings on Tuesdays · and Thursdays 
one can begin to shout that there is because each day we are sitting people 

· outbreak of fire here and all ·of u~ try to bring. all sorts of assignme~ts so 
should sit down here and watch it. Even that immediately after the sitting they 
if the wire sparking and. everybody is will hold their meetings and everybody · 
rushing out there is no Rt:lie for us to do · . disappears and seeing , them again could 
anything. So, I am appealing that people · be the day we adjourned to. But l know 
should live up to expectations. · I am that if we try to be specific; people can · 
aware I have the Deputy Speaker here co1r\e here. on Monday, have their 
mid he can as well preside over. I left sitting, come back. here on Wednesday .. 
P01i Harcot,trt this morning in order to . , for their Committee works arid possibly · 
rrieet up the · sitting because I did not sit on · Thursday and have their . 
formally leave . instructioi1 for him to Committee works the next day being .. 
preside ov~i·. I left P01i Harcouti this ·. Friday. It is verysimple an.d clear. . 
morning and I was in Enugu before . 
9.15a,m. So, let usbehave maturely. Ho~ever~ · if some of . ·you · who . 

actually carne when the door was locked 
Like I said, I never intended to hurt · . felt that they were insulted, please, like I 

a11ybody's feelings. I felt that if we do it said before, · I did not ii1tend · to hmi 
· that way we will attune the attitude of · anybody's feelings and I am sorry .for 

the hon . Members to attending sittings whatever the embarrassment might have 
on time. I was ~ven surprised when I caused them.. Only. that we ei11barrassed 
did ·not se'e my brother ·· and my · . our Colleagues, but the House was 
Colieague, (han. Enebe) I asked his ·. enibarrassed more because people are in · 
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the Gallery watching and by the time 
we sta1:ted the sitting we were about 

. eight in number. It .is too poor. . So, • 
please, please . and please, I ·. am · 
·appealing that we should try as !nucli as 
possible to be punctual. I said 10.30 
a.m. and 1 got here to ensure that the . 
House is protected. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader · (Mr . Anichukwu): Mr 
Speaker, may 1 now move that thi s 
honourable House do now adjourn till 

~ . 

Thursday, 27 ·1 May, 2004 at 10 a.m. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, may I . 
pray your indtdgence f01; at least~ allow · 
.me · to · second · Ahis Motion for 

· adjournment ai1d in seconding the samb • 
Motion I equally want you to allow me . 

· · make some observations. Mr Speaker, l 
have to really COmmend .the COLirage for 
adequate 1i1easure to ensl!re compliance 
to . the Rules . Mr Speaker, you made 
mentiOn of Or~er No. 5, which says tha~ 

· the House should sit as frcim 10 a.m. · 
The man that resorted to shutting of the 
door against some Menibers fell even 
short of this . Rule, Moreover, it has no 
legal or moral justification. On the Legal 
aspect, I am aware, some . of us were 

· here around 9 a.m . the HOLise begari to. 
sit as fro1n 11 a.m. which invariably 
means that everybody is a pa1ticipartt to 
the crime · ai1d ·as such if we . have .to 

. observe th~ Order N~ . 5 it therefore . 
ri1eans th~t if the House. does not sit by 
10 a.m. nothing ~ill happen becatise a 

·party to a ci"inie cannot .complain to a 
fellow party to the same offence. 

Mr Speaker, it is my wish to say that 
all the, Members of the House came late 
to this very gathering and as such some 
people ought ri(}t to have been given the 
blame because the lateness has no 
formula or index within which you cal) 
measure it: Then, in the moral aspect, it 
fell short of what we are doing here if 
somebody comes late and is locked Out 
011 the grounds of not coming earlyeven 
to the detriment of his Constituency. 

. . 

So, Mr Speaker, while thanking you · 
for . the step taken, even thoi.Jgh in a 
wrong manner, I wish to say that if we 
. have to sit by 10 . a.m., let it be 
i11aintained so ·. that . there will be · 
justification for locking somebody . out 
because. the rule has been observed to . 

. the letter. But· not when tl'ie rule has not 
been observed, because from what has 
happened, it means that whenever the . 
speaker conies, that is the time . 1 0 a.m .. 
is on the dot So, Mr Speaker, l wish to . 
make this observation so that history 
'will not repeat itself Thank you. 

· .. Question put and agreed to. · 

Re.s;olved: That this · House do now · 
adjourn till Thursday, 27th May, 2004 at 
10 a.m. 

AcijoLirned accordinglyat 1,1.36a.m. 

. ·-· 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 27117 May, 2004 

The House met at I 0 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Chief Whip: (Mr Odo) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I now observe 
that the House has not fom1ed its 
Quorum in accordance with Order 
No. 8(2) of our Standing Orders, 
which states that Quorwn shall be 
formed if one third of the entire 
members of the House are 
present, and in the absence of 
which, that Mr Speaker shall 
count the number .of people 
available, and then observe the 
lack of quorum and shall 
forthwith adjourn the House. In 
the light of this, Mr Speaker, may 
I move that the House be 
adjoumed till a later date. 

!vir Speaker subsequently 
ordered that a count of hon. 
Members present be taken and it 
was therefore taken and put at 
seven (7). 

" 

And there being no Quorum, Mr 
Speaker adjourned sitting without 
Question put, pursuant to Order No. 
8(2) of the Standing Orders of the 
House. 

Adjourned accordingly at I 0. 3 0 
a.m. 
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Speaker who wil l likely say, or may be if we 
now decide that it could be changed, you just 
recall what the last speaker said. So Mr 
Chairman there is no need was ting much of 
our tim e here . You have to te ll us where to 
go. 

The Chairman: It is not my duty to tell 
yo u where to go. Even if I te ll you, you may 
say no. l sa id this is where I want it to be and 
you sa id no. I now say okay. I don't want to 
impose anything on anybody. This is 
democracy . I want the rule to begin to apply. 
So there is no need ask ing me to tell you 
where yo u should go. Anywhere you feel is 
the proper way to go we follow you with the 
principles. I am only a presiding officer. If 
you people say we will remove it, fine. If you 
people say we shall allow it as we did the 
other clay, fine . I am not aga inst that. Yo u 
people shou ld know that the Question has 
been put and agreed to. But we are making 
Law. So l should go ahead and put the 
Question. 

Honourab le Colleagues. we are making 
Laws and I sincerely beli eve that popular 
op ini on on any issue must be upheld. Why I 
appear to be somehow difle rent is that this 
issue was rai sed in my office and I don' t 
know whether you agreed. (Interrup tions). 

Several hon. Members: We did not 
agree. 

The Chairman: Since we did not agree, 
the Motion has been moved and the Question 
I am go ing to put is that the original Bill 
should be retained; and what we did 
yesterday on that wi ll be e:< punged . It is just 
a very simply thing. If it is popular opinion 
that we shou ld retain what we did before I 
will not be against that. I will pick it up. Am 
I loud and clear? 

" 

Several hon. Members: We don't 
understand you. 

The Chairman : The committal he made 
was for us to go back and adopt both the 
original Bill. You recall that vividly we all 
took decision on this matter. Am I right? 
Now we cannot claim ignorant of the Motion 
that was moved, which was seconded. What I 
am saying, in effect, is that, having taken 
position ali·eady; and the Leader on his own 
w isdom, returned to the House and made a 
suggestion that this is what will be expected 
from this Bill; and this is what is supposed to 
be there. When you sought the leave of the 
House and moved the Motion it was 
seconded. Now, the question I am going to 
put is either what he wants us to do as the 
Leader of the House on what the House has 
taken as a decision ... (Interruptions). 
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Chief Whip: I want him to evaluate all 
the ent ire Motion .... (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: Okay. Now the Question 
is, do we leave it as the House treated it 
before or do we delete it in that sub section? 
Is that okay? 

Several hon. Members: Okay! 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi No1ih): Mr Chairman, 
I don 't unde1'stand it. 

The Chairman: Why you may not 
understand what we are saying is that you 
were not present when that issue came up. 
(Prolonged Interruptions). Can the Chief 
Whip (Mr Odo) tell me exactly the decision 
of the House befo re, on this matter. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, Sir, the 
Comm ittee recommended that Section 19(3) 
be deleted. We now said okay. Then the 
House now said that the correct position is 
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that the Laws are to be amended by the 
House of Assembly. But on second thought, 
we now feel that since it is our primary duty 
to make Laws; putting House of Assembly or 
not, is still an implication that the House 
should amend the Law. 

SCHEDULE 2 

2. COMMERCIAL CATEGORY 
(a) Banks-
(a) (i) (Regional Head Offices)-:-
N 144,000.00 per annum 
ordered tQ stand part ofthe bill 

(a) (ii ) (Branch Oftices) - Delete 
N96.000.00 and insert N48,000.00: thus 
N48,000 .00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand part ofthe hill. 

(a) (iii) (Comm unity Banks) - Delete 
N I 6,000.00 and · insert (NJO,OOO.OO) per 
annum - as amended, ordered to stand part 
ofthe bill. 

Insurance Companies/other Finance 
Houses 

(b) (i) (Regional Head Offices)- Delete 
(N60. 000. 00) and insert N30, 000. 00.· thus 
N30,000 .00 per annum. - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the bill. 

(b) (ii) (Branch Offices) - Delete 
N36,000.00 and insert N J8,000 00: thus 
N 18,000.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand part o.fthe bill. 

HOTELS 200 
(c) (i) (Rooms and above) - Delete 

N240,000.00 and insert NI20, 000.00 thus 
N 120,000.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand par/ ofthe hill. 

(c) (ii) (100 - 199 Rooms) - Delete 
N 180.000.00 and insert (N90, 000 00· thus 
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N90,000.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the bill. 

(c) (iii) (50 - 99 Rooms) - Delete 
N I20,000.00 and insert N60,000.00: thus 
N60,000.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand p('rt of the bill 

(c) (iv) (30 - 49 Rooms) - Delete 
N 96,000.00 and insert N48,000.00: thus 
N48,000.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the bill. 

(c) (v) (1 0 - 29 Rooms) - Delete 
N60,000.00 and insett N30,000.00 thus 
N30,000.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand part o.f the bill. 

(c) (vi) (1 - 9 Rooms) - Delete 
N36,000.00 and insett NI8,000.00: thus 
N 18,000.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the bill. 

Restaurants 
(d) (i) (20 seats and above with fast food) 

- Delete N72, 000.00 and insert N21,600.00 
thus N21 ,600.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the bill. 

(d) (i i) (20 seats and above without fast 
food) - Delete N48, 000.00 and insett 
N 14,000.00: thus N 14,000.00 per annum -as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the bill. 

(d) (iii ) ( 1 0 - 19 seats with fast food) -
Delete N36,000.00 and insert N I 0,800.00: 
thus N 10,800.00 per annum- as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the bill. 

(d) (iv) ( 10 - 19 seats without fast food)­
Delete N24,000 .00 and insett (NJ0,200.00. 
thus N 10,200.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the bill. 

(d) (v) (1 - 9 seats) with fast food) -
Delete NI8,000.00 and insert N5,400.00: 
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thus N5, 400.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the bill. 

(d) (v i) (I - 9 seats without fast food) -
Delete N6,000.00 and insert NJ,800.00 thus: 
N I ,800 per annum -as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the bill. 

(d) (vii) (Buckateria) - Delete N2,400.00 
and insert N720,00 thus: N720.00 per annum 
- as amended, ordered to stand part of the 
bill 

Night Clubs 
(e) (i) (with catering services) - Delete 

N36,000.00 and insert N/8.000.00 thus: 
. N 18,000.00 per annum - as amended. 

ordered to stand part of the bill. 

(e) (ii) (without catering services) 
ordered to stand part of the bill. 

Hospitals/clinics/pharmacy shops/lab 
(t) (I - xiv) -orde1-ed to stand part of the 

bill. 

(f) (xv) (Patent medicine shop) - Delete 
N3,600.00 and insert N/,800.00 thus: 
N I ,800.00 per annum -as amended, ordered 
to stand part ofthe bill. 

Stores/supermarket/salons 

(g) (i) (Departmental stores - Delete 
N48,000.00 and inse11 N24,000.00 thus: 
N24,000.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the hill. 

(g) (ii ) (Supermarkets) - Delete 
N36,000.00 and inse11 Nl8. 000.00 thus: 
N 18,000.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the bill. 

(g) (iii) (Normal provision store)- Delete 
Nl8.000.00 and inse11 N6,000.00 thus: 

,y 

N6,000.00 per annum. -as amended, ordered 
to stand part of the bill · 

(g) (iv) (Provision store with liquor on 
licence) - Delete N24,000.00 and inse1i 
Nl2, 000.00 thus: N 12,000.00 per annum -as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the bill. 

The Chairman: Schedule 2 g(vi) -
2g(viii) Barbers shop with more than 4 seats: 
- as amended, ordered to stand part of the 
bill. 
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2h(i): Airline Offices 

The Chairman 2h(i) was N36,000.00 
delete N36,000.00 and inse1i N 18,000.00 

2h(i) - as amended, ordered to stand part 
ofthe bill 

2(h) (i i) 

2(h) (iii) (Transpo1i loading bay): delete 
N36,000.00 and inse1i N 18,000.00 i.e. 
N 18,000.00 per annum 

(h) (iv) Courier Services Company: delete 
N36,000.00 and insert N 18,000.00 i.e. 
N 18,000.00 per annum. 

(h)(v) Professional Services Offices: 
delete N6,000.00 and insert N3,000.00 ie. 
N3,000.00 per annum. 

(h) (vii) Business Centre with over 8 
equipment: delete N 18,000.00 and inse1i 
N9,000.00 i.e. N9,000.00 per annum. 

(h) (viii) Business Centres with 4 - 7 
Equipment: delete N6,000.00 and inse1i 
N3,000.00 i.e. N3,000.00 per annum. 

.• 
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(h) (ix) Business Centres with I - 3 
equipment: delete N2,400.00 and inse11 
N 1,200.00 i.e. N I ,200.00 per annum. 

2 (h) (ii)- (ix) - as amended. ordered to 
stand part of the bill. 

Cyber cafe delete N24,000.00 and inse11 
N 18,000.00 i.e. N I 8,000.00 per annum. 

2 (h) (x) - as amended. ordered to stand 
part of the bill. 

(xi) Printing Press (big) N36,000.00: -
ordered to stand part of' the hill. 

(x ii ) 
0 

Printing Press medium delete 
N I 2,000.00 and insert N6,000.00 per annum. 

(xiii) Printing Press Small : delete 
N6,000.00 and insert N3 ,000.00 i.e. N3,00 
per annum. 

0 .(2hxiv) Telecommunication/internet 
providers; delete N60,000.00 and insert 
N30,000.00 per annum. 

(xv) Electrical/electronic shops; delete 
N24,000.00 and inse11 N 12,000.00 

0 
i.e. 

N I 2,000.00 per annum. 

(xvi) Mechanized laundry shops: delete 
N24,000 .00 and insert N 12,000.00 i.e. 
N I 2,000.00 per annum . 

(xvii) Non mechanized Laundry shops: 
delete N6,000.00 and insert N3,000.00 i.e. 
N3,000.00 per annum. 

(xvii i) Traveling Agenc ies: delete 
N I 2,000.00 and insert N6,000.00 i.e. 
N6,000.00 per annum. 

(x ii) - (xix) - as amended, ordered to 
stand part ofthe bill. 

;;/ 
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(xx) Boutique: N 18,000.00 per annum; -
ordered to stand part of the bill. 

(xxi) - Video Rental Shop: N I ,200 per 
annum; - as amended, ordered to stand part 
of the bill. 

(xxi i)- Vulcanizers: delete N I ,200.00 and 
insert N600 .00 i.e. N600.00 per annum 

(xxiii) - Watch Repairers: delete 
N 12,000.00 and insert N600.00 i.e. N600.00 
per annum. 

(xxiv) - Show Menders: In this sub­
section delete 'w' in show and insei1 'e' thus 
to read "Shoe Menders". Also delete 
N I ,200.00 and inse11 N600.00 i.e. N600.00 
per annum. 

(xxv) - Tailoring: Delete N I ,200.00 and 
inse11 N600.00 i.e. N600.00 per annum. 

(xxvi) - Communication Agency: delete 
N 12,000.00 and insert N6,000.00 i.e. 
N6,000.00 per annum. 

2 (h) (xxii) - (xxvi) - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the bill. 

2(i) - as amended, ordered to stand part of 
the bill. 

2 (ii) New vehicle dealer without 
workshop: delete N24,000.00 and insert 
N I 2,000.00 i.e. N 12,000.00 per annum. 

2 (iii) us·ed vehicles with workshop: 
Delete N24,000.00 and inse11 Nl2,000.00 i.e. 
N 12,000.00 per annum. 

2 (iv) Used vehicle without workshop: 
Delete N 12,000.00 and inse1i N6,000.00 i.e. 
N6,000.00 per annum . 
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2 (lv) Motor mechanic workshop 
(complete): delete N 12,000.00 and insert 
r(N6,000.00 i.e. N6,000.00 per annum. 

2 (!vi) Motor mechanic workshop 
sections: delete N3,600.00 and insert 
N I ,800.00 i.e. N I ,800.00 per annum. 

(!vii ) Motorcycle mechanic workshop: 
delete N 1,200.00 and insert N600.00 i.e. 
N600.00 per annum. 

2 (ii) - (vii) - as amended, ordered to 
stand part o.lthe hill. 

2 U) (i) pharmaceuticals: delete 
N I 20.000.00 and insert N60,000.00 i.e. 
N60,000.00 per annum. 

(ii) Paints: delete N 120,000.00 and insert 
N60,000.00 i.e. N60,000 .00 per annum. 

(iii) Aluminums (pro1~les only) : delete 
N24,000.00 and insert N 12,000.00 i.e. 
N 12,000.00 per annum. 

(iv) Aluminums (complete) delete 
N72,000.00 and inseti N36,000.00 i.e. 
N36,000.00 per annum. 

(v) Cable electrical/electronic: delete 
N72,000.00 and insert N60,000.00 i.e. 
N60,000.00 per annum. 

(vi) Motor Manufacturing Assembly: 
delete N240,000.00 and insert N I 20,000.00 
i.e. N 120,000.00 per annum. 

(vii ) Cement/ Asbestos: delete 
N240,000.00 and insert N 120,000.00 i.e. 
N I 20,000.00 per annum. 

(viii) Battery: delete N72,000.00 and 
insert N36,000.00 i.e. N36,000.00 per 
annum. 

" 

(ix) Iron and Steel : delete N72,000.00 and 
insert N36,000.00 i.e. N36,000.00 per annum. 

(x) Metal fabrication/welders: delete 
N24,000.00 and ·. insert N 12,000.00 i.e . 
N 12,000.00 per annum. 

2 (j) (i) - (x) - as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the bill. 

(xi)- Rubber and Tyre: delete N72,000.00 
and inse11 N36,000 .00 i.e. N36,000.00 per 
annum. 

(xii) - Plastics: delete N72,000.00 and 
insett N36,000.00 i.e. N36,000.00 per annum. 

(xiii) - Flour Mills: delete N 180,000.00 
and insert N90,000 .00 i.e. N90,000.00 per 
annum. 

(xiv) Chemical: delete N72,000.00 and 
inseti N36,000.00 i.e. N36,000.00 per annum. 

886 

(xv) - Textiles: delete n72,000.00 and 
insett N36,000.00 i.e. 36,000.00 per annum. 

(xvi) - Food processing/canning: delete 
N48,000.00 and insert N 14,400.00 i.e. 
N 14,400.00 per annum. 

(xvii) Dairy products: delete N48,000.00 
and inse1t N I 4,400.00 i.e. N 14,400.00 per 
annum. 

(xviii) - Pulp and Paper: delete 
N48,000.00 and insett N 14,400.00 i.e. 
N 14,400.00 per annum. 

(xix) Vegetables, Palm Kernel Oil: delete 
N48 ,000.00 and insert N 14,400.00 i.e. 
N 14,400.00 per annum. 
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(xx) - Dyes, Ink, Chal k and Ball Pen: 
delete N48,000.00 and insert N 14,400.00 i.e. 
N 14,400.00 per ann um. 

(xx i) - Candles ancl Wax: delete 
N36,000.00 and insert N 10.800.00 i. e. 
N I 0,800.00 per annum. 

(xxi i) - Furniture and Manufacturing: 
delete N24,000.00 and insert N7,200 i. e. 
N7,200.00per annum. 

(xxiii ) - Water in Bottles: del ete 
N36,000.00 and insert N 18,000.00 i.e. 
N 18,000.00 per annum. 

(xx iv) - Water in Sachets: delete 
N48,000.00 and insert N24,000.00 i.e. 
N24,000.00 per annum. 

2 (j) (x i) - (xx iv) - as umended. ordered 
to stand part oj"the bill. 

The Chairman: 2 U) (:-.: xv) Packaging -
Delete N36,000.00 and insert N 18,000.00 
thus N 18,000.00 per annum. 

(xxvi) Photographic process ing - Delete 
N60,000.00 and inse1i N30,000.00 thus: 
N30,000 .00 per annum . 

(xxvii) Detergent/shops - Delete 
N24,000.00 and inse1i N 12,000.00 thus 
N 12,000.00 per annum. 

(xxviii) Asphalt/bitumen - Delete 
N72,000.00 and insert N36,000.00 thus 
N36,000.00 per annum. 

(xx ix) Gas processing - Delete 
N36,000.00 and inse rt N 18,000 .00 thus 
N 18,000.00 per annum . 

·" 

(xxx) Glass companies - Delete 
N 12,000.00 and inse1i N 12,000.00 thus 
N 12,000.00 per annum 
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Clause 2 U) (xxv) - (xxx) - as amended, 
ordered lo stand pari of the bill. 

Clause 2 (k) Oil Marketing Companies 
(i) Offices without dispensing pumps 

N48,000.00 per annum. 
(i i) With 10 dispensing pumps 

N86,000.00 per annum. 
(iii ) With 6 - 9 dispensing pumps 

N60,000.00 per annum. 
(iv) With 4 - 6 dispensing pumps 

N48,000.00 per annum. 
(v) With I - 3 dispensing pumps 

N36,000.00 per annum. 

Clauses 2K (I- v) ordered to stand part of 
tlu: bill. 

Clause I - Farm outfit 

2 (I) (i) Pou.~ry more than 500 birds -
Delete N72,00o:oo and inseii N36,000.00 
thus N36,000.00 per annum. 

(ii ) 2000- 4999- Delete N48,000.00 and 
insert N24,000.00 thus N24,000.00 per 
annum. 

(iii ) 1000- 1999- Delete N36,000 .00 and 
insert N 18,000.00 thus: N 18,000.00 per 
annu m. 

(iv) 500-999 - Delete N24,000.00 and 
insert N 12,000.00 thus N 12,000.00 per 
annum. 

(v) I - 499 - In this sub section delete I 
and inse1i 20 thus 20-499 and also delete 
N 12,000.00 per annum and inse1i N6,000.00 
per annum thus N6,000.00 per annum. 

~ 
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(vi) Piggery more than 200 pigs - Delete 
N48,000.00 and insert N24,000.00 thus 
N24,000.00 per ann um 

EDUCATIONAL/GO VERNMENTI 
WORKSHOP SECTOR 

Schedule I (3) (a)(i) - (v ii) ordered to be 
(vii) I 000-1 999 - Delete N36,000.00 and expunged 

insert N 18,000.00 per annum thus 
N 18,000.00 per annum. WORSHIP CENTRES 3(b)(i) - (iv) 

(viii) 500 - 999 - Delete N24,000.00 and 
insert N 12,000 .00 thus N 12,000.00 per 
annum. 

(vix) - In this sub section delete 1 and 
insert 20 thus 20 - 499, also de lete 
N 12,000.00 and insert N6,000.00 thus 
N6,000.00 per :11mum . 

ClaLISe 2 (I) (i ) - 21 (v ix) - us amended, 
ordered to stond JWrt of the bill. 

Clause m - Ma rkets 
(i) Lock up shops N 1200 per annum 
(ii) Open stores N600.00 per annum 
(ii i) Aba!t ni rs Lairages N 18,000.00 

per <~nllUm 

ClauseN Construction Companies 
(i) Big construction companies 

N 144,000.00 per annum 
(ii) Medium N86,000.00 per annum 
(iii) Small N48,000.00 per annum 

Breweries/bon I i ng companies 
(i) Catcgnry I N300,000.00 

annum 
(ii) -clo- 2 N240,000.00 - do-
(iii) -clo- 3 N I 00,000.00 -do-

per 

Clauses M(i)-(iii), N(i)-(iii), O(i)-(iii) 
ordered to stand flU!'! of the Bill. 

ordered to be expunged 

The Chairman : Second Schedule -Part 
A - SUPPLEMENTA RY PROVISIONS 
RELATING TO TENURE OF OFFICE, ETC 
OFMEMBERSOFTHEBOARD. 
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Clause (I) & 2 (TENURE OF OFFICE). 
ordered to stand part oj'the Bill. 

Clause 3 & 4 (P ROC.:EEDINGS), ordered 
10 stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 5: In line one insett 'e' after 'e' in 
meeting thus: Every meeting of the Board 
shall be presided over by the Chairman and if 
the Chairman is unable to attend any 
particular meeting a member may be 
appointed by the Members present to act as 
Chairmanfor that particular meeting 

Clause 5 - as amended, ordered to stand 
part oj'the Bill. 

Clause 6, 7, - ordered to stand part olthe 
Bill 

Clauses 8 and 9 (SALARIES, ETC) -
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clauses I 0, I I, 12 and 13 
(MISCELLANEOUS) -ordered to stand part 
oj' the Bill. 

Clause 14 (DUTY OF MEMBERS) -
Disclosure of Interes t - ordered to stand part 
oj' the Bill. · 
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Third Schedule - (TRANSITIONAL 
PROVISION RELATING TO THE 
EMPLOYEES ASSETS AND LJABILITIES 
OF THE DISSOLVED AGENCY). Clauses 
I, 2, 3, 4 - ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
let us go back to the suspended clauses: 
commencement date. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, there may 
be a little bit of confusion in the choice of the 
word disso lve, a law to dissolve. I think we 
are repealing the law establishing Enugu 
State Environmental Protection Agency 
(ENSEPA), not dissolving it. Because if we 
dissolve ENSEPA today by Law it will be 
reconstiti.1ted tomorrow or any other day. So, 
by the commencement of this law, the 
ENSEPA Law is repealed. I think that is the 
essence of this Waste Management Authority 
Bill which is a law now repealing the 
ENSEPA Law and not dissolving ENSEPA. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, my 
understanding of the word as it is here, is in 
order, because if the clause was couched in 
such a manner as to say that what was written 
was enough to dissolve Enugu State 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(ENSEPA), and not to dissolve Enugu State 
Environmental Protection Law. So, if they 
included the law, we would have put in 
repeal. Since they did not include the law, we 
are not repealing anything law. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Chairman, I agree with the 
Chief Whip; the dissolution of the ENSEPA 
means that the Agency ceases to exist, and 
what is existing now, when this law is 
passed, is Enugu State Waste Management 
Authority. This law has provided that it 
inherits every prope1ty and assets, that is 
every assets and liabilities of the former 
Agency. So, it is still the same thing, there is 

.;1 

nothing the law circumvented, it is mere 
nomenclature. 

Commencement date -Agreed to (29-7-
2004) 

Enactment clause -Agree to. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move that 
the Bill , as amended, be now read the Third 
Time. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill reported out of Committee with 
Amendments, read the Third Tim e and 
passed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, the 
Enugu State Waste Management Authority 
Bill, No. 8 2004, having now been read the 
third time is hereby passed. 

I wish to thank you for a job we ll done. 

889 

Actually when I went through this Bill, I 
di scovered that it is not a Bill that can be 
handled in the way we handle other Bill s. It is 
more than a Bill. This Bill gave everybody a 
tough time. We all know that this Bill took us 
good three days · in the Committee of the 
Whole House. Today we have been able to 
pass it. 

I wish to express my happiness to the 
Joint Committees, because ·I never knew that 
the Committee could do a thorough job in the 
way they did, because the Bill appears to 
have a lot of contradictions. If not because of · 
the Committees' effort, this Bill could not 
have been passed in the next one month. So, I 
formally and most sincerely thank every one 
of you for your vital role in contributing to 
the quick passage of the Bill. 
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Of course, I remember the contributions 
during the Second Reading of the Bill , every 
l\1cmhcr appeared to be ve ry enthusiastic 
over this Bill, may be because of the nature 
and importance of thi s Bill to the people of 
Enugu State. 

So, I sincerely wish to th.ank you so much 
for your contributions towards the passage of 
this Bill. I will not fail, of course, to mention 
the efforts of the Clerk, the Clerks-at-Table 
who ass isted the hon . Members in bringing 
the Bill to its proper shape. 

There was a time the House requested for 
a copy ofthe Law establishing ENSEPA, and 
because we have able and dynamic leader, he 
did not waste time in furnishing the House 
with the required document. So, I feel very 
proud of every body in this honourable 
House. 

So, I thank you for your effotts, and of 
course I will not end this speech without 
thanking the other s[aff who contributed in 
one way or the other; the Verbatim Reporters 
and the press. I say thank you, and I do pray 
that from time to time we have this type of 
Bill, we will do our best because this Bill 
will go a long way to sanitize, improve, and 
touch the life of our people, because it is said 
that cleanliness is next to Godliness. I believe 
that having passed this Bill, the city is going 
to wear a new look. The issue of these 
abandoned vehicles here and there on the 
roads will come to an end. The issue of 
dumping refuse here and there will also come 
to an end; and even obstructions here and 
there will come to an end. 

Finall y, I thank everybody most sincerely 
fo r all the efforts. Thank yo u. 

" 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meeting 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee on 
House Services will meet on the rising of the 
House, Room I 03 at the Chairman's Office. 
It was signed by the hon. Member for Enugu 
South I (Mr Ani). 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move that this 
honourable House do now adjourn till 
Thursday, 5t11 August, 2004. Thank you . 

890 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River) : Mr Speaker, 
I rise to second the Motion by the Leader of 
the House and in do ing so, Mr Speaker, I 
wish to express my happ iness to the 
Chairman, Members of the Committee and of 
course the Secretary of the Committee. Mr 
Speaker, I am not yet done because I have not 
recogn ized the eff01ts of the General House, 
Clerks-at-Tab le and indeed all those who in 
one way or the other contributed to the 
success of the passage of this Bill. Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved· That the House do now adjourn 
till Thursday, 5th August, 2004 at I 0 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.46 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday. 5!h August. 2004 

(The House met at I 0 a. m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, you will recall that we have 
arrears of Votes and Proceedings, and 
today we have Votes and Proceedings, 
No. I 7 and that of No. 18. So we have to 
adopt both of them. Starting from No. 
17. 

Honourable Colleagues, before us are 
the Votes and Proceedings of 
Wednesday, 28th July, 2004. I have gone 
through them, and to the best of my 
knowledge, they are correct. However, I 
need your comments. Thank you. 

Mr D. Agbo (Enugu East 1): Mr 
Speaker Sir, hon. Colleagues, 1 have 
equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of Wednesday, 28th July, 
2004 and found them to be correct. I, 
therefore, move a Motion for their 
adoption. Thank you. 

Mr C.O. Enebe (A wgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have equally gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of Wednesday, 

28th July, 2004 l therefore, second the 
Motion for their adoption . Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Well, I have a slight 
objection. The hon . Member for Awgu 
N011h (Mr C. Enebe) was not in the 
sitting of Wednesday, 281

h July, 2004. 
Therefore he has no right to second the 
Motion on the said Votes and 
Proceedings 

Mr C. Enebe: Mr Speaker, why I 
seconded that Motion was because 
everybody refused to say anything on 
that very Votes and Proceedings and the 
documents before me is correct. Again , if 
there is a Motion on the Floor of the 
House and l am interested, l have the 
right to second it. 

Mr Speaker: No! No!! The hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) 
should not second a Motion which he did 
not witness what happened. He was not 
there. The idea of seconding a Motion of 
which the doQument before you is correct 
is different from seconding a Motion on 
Votes and Proceedings you were not 
present at the sitting. (Interruptions) 

R91 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, why did you 
allow me before? 

Mr Speaker: I did not know what 
you wanted to say when you rose up. 
Constitutionall y, I have the right to 
recognize you when I see you standing 
up before other Members. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I have 
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gone through the Votes and Proceedings 
of Wednesday, 28th July, 2004 and found 
them to be correct. I therefore, second 
the Motion for their adoption. Thank 
you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Vo tes 
Wednesday, 
adopted 

and Proceedings of 
28'" July. 2004 according6; 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Co lleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
of Thursday, 291h July, 2004, are before 
us. I have gone through them and found 
them to be correct. However, I need your 
comments. Thank you. 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I have 
equally gone through our Votes and 
Proceedings of Thursday. 291h July, 2004 
and fou nd them to be correct. I, 
therefore, move for the adoption. Thank 
you. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Ud i South) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equal ly gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
Thursday 291h Jul y, 2004 and found them 
to be correct. l therefore second the 
Motion for their advption. Thank yo u. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Vo tes and Proceedings of Thursday, 
29'" July , 2004 accordinglv adopted 

·" 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I hereby 
move that the House do now adjou rn till 
Tuesday 1 orh August, 2004 at I 0 a.m. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzouwani): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I wish to second the Motion 
fo r adjournment. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to . 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 10111 August, 2004 
at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 11.40 a.m. 

on 

~ , 
·~ 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERJ A 

Tuesday. 1 O'b August. 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honomable Colleagues 
before this honourable House are the Votes 
and Proceedings No. 19, dated 5th August, 
2004. 1 have gone th rough them and to the 
best of my knowledge, they are correct. 
However, I call for your comments. Thank 
you. 

· Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have equally gone through the Votes 
and Proceedings and found them to be the 
exact thing that transpired during our last 
sitting. For that reason, Mr Speaker, may I 
move for the adoption of the Votes and 
Proceedings. Thank you. 

Mrs C. Eneh (U di South): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, l have ri sen to second the Motion for the 
adoption of the last Votes and Proceedings. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to 

Votes and Proceedings of 5'" August, 
2004 accordingly adopted. 

.> 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

Confirmation of Returns of Writs from 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) Enugu, in respect of 
Members Representing lsi-Uzo and Udenu 
Constituencies respectively 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Coll eagues, 
today, · we are going to witness another 
swearing-in-ceremony right here in the 
Chambers. This follows the ·bye-election 
conducted in two constituencies which 
include Udenu constituency and lsiuzo 
constituency. You will recall that two of our 
mem bers hon . Dr Kings ley Ebenyi is now 
Nigeria Ambassador to Spain and hon. 
Emma Eze is now Nigeria Ambassador to 
Zambia. Following the appointment of these 
two hon . Members as Ambassadors to these 
countries. a vacuum was created. That was 
why bye-election was conducted and that is 
why these two Members emerged. Today we 
have to give them full powers as hon . 
Members of · Enugu . State House of 
Assembly. That is why today we are going to 
have formal swearing-in ceremony of the two 
hon. Members. That is the pos ition th is 
morni ng. At this juncture, I wish to fo rmally 
conduct the swearing in ceremony. 

893 

OATHS 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE OR 
AFFIRMATION 

AND 

OATH OF MEMBERSHIP 

' Thereupon the .follovving Members took 
and subscribed the oaths required by law. 
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1. Princess Ogbu Eugenia (Udenu 
Constituency) 

2. Mrs Nnamani Edith lfeyinwa (Isi ­
Uzo Constituency) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, the 
swearing-in ceremony has .been conducted 
and I wish to congratulate the two hon. 
Members, first of all, for emerging and 
secondly, for being sworn-in today as 
Members of this Enugu State House of 
Assembly. On behalf of my Colleagues in 
Enugu State House of Assembly I say 
congratulations to two of yo u. We do hope 
that you will try as much as possible, as time 
progresses, to study the Rul es of the game to 
know what you are expected to do at any 
point in time. Nobody has monopoly of 
knowledge. I expect that you should ask 
questions wherever necessary. 

The same thing applies to the old 
Members. They should try as much as 
possible to co-operate with the new 
Members . I assure you of adequate 
protection. The interesting thing is that the 
Members of the House of Assembly usually 
run everything as brothers and sisters; they 
do everything together; they try to appreciate 
yach other; they try to re-adjust themselves 
when there is need for such adjustment. 

So, I appeal to you to work very hard and 
anywhere you have problems you can ask 
others. I do believe that the Committees have 
been distributed and the moment you sit 
down with the Members you will find way 
of working with them full y. I will also try as 
much as possible to assign or allot to you a 
Committee where you will work with 
Members so that you will as much as 

·" 

possible start working without delay; and 
more importantly, I will try as much as 
possible to find a way of getting you 

. accommodations in this Assembly Complex 
so that you will make use of your office in 

· getting ready to work like others. And I also 
appeal to the Clerk of the House to make 
avai !able to you all the relevant Rules of the 
House and, of course, you should try to read 
the Constitution because here we make use 
of the Constitution and at the same time the 
Rules of the House. 

Probably, at the end of the day we will 
handover your official cars to you . You can 
come down to my office during official hours 
and pick your official cars. 

Finally l say; congratulations. Two of 
you are not new; the only place you are new 
is this Assembly but you are not new to each 

·of us. We have been working together as 
party Members; we have been together as 
people from Enugu State. And I am happy 
that His Excellency, Dr Chimaroke Nnamani 
- I do not say that he has special regard to 
you because we are twenty-four Members -
he I ikes both males and females . It is because 
your behaviour that made it possible for the 
House to have four women today unlike what 
happened in the last administration, it is the 
hi ghest in the country because I am 
convinced that there is no State in this 
country that has two women in her State 
House of Assembly but Enugu State has four 
women today. 

So, I say thank you and I will give you 
adequate protection and I wi II show you that 
you are going to be carried along. Like I said 
earlier, whenever you have problems do not 
fai I to ask questions to your Colleagues; we 

' 894 
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are all equal. You can ask me or any 
Member and we will direct you 
appropri ate ly. On thi s note, I say 
congratul ations and to God be the Gl ory. 

For those of you who are say ing equitabl e 
di stribution of women, I can ass ure you that 
by the time we sit again either Thursday or 
so, they will be duly ass igned to where they 
will be sitting. 

An hon. Member: Why? 

Mr Speaker: Some people are 
complaining. 

Several hon. Members: We are not 
compl aining. Nobody is complaining. 

Unemployment Grants to Unemployed 
Nigerians 

M r D.A. Ani (Enugu South I Rural): Mr 
Speaker, may I move a Motion for 
withdrawing the Moti on 'on Unemployment 
Grants to Unemployed Nigeri ans standing in 
my name. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve). Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
fo r the withdrawal of the Motion made by 
the hon. Member fo r Enu gu South I (Mr 
Ani). Thank you. 

Question put .and agreed to. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meetings 

Mr Speaker: We will meet in my office 
on the rising of the House. 

/ 

There will be a crucial meeting of the 
Committee on Commerce and Industry on 
Wednesday 11 111 August, 2004 at 10 a.m. 
prompt at Room 09, the Chairman's Office. 
Members are kindly requested to attend and 
on time too, as issues of vital important will 
be discussed. 

The House Committee on Local 
Government, inter-Pari iamentary Relations, 
Rural Development and ENSIEC matters 
wi 11 meet on Friday, 13 111 August 2004, by 10 
a. m. at the Chairman 's Office. 

895 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
may 1 move that this honourable House do 
now adjourn till Thursday the l i 11 day of 
August, 2004 at 10 a.m. Thank you. Mr 
Speaker. 

Mrs C. Eneh (U di South): Mr Speaker, l 
have risen to second the Motion for 
adjournment and in doing so, I have to thank 
the Enugu State PDP for giving us women 
Members up to tl.irty per cent (30%) in the 
House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House do 
now adjourn till Thursday 1 i 11 August, 2004 
by 10 a.m. 

Ac?journed accordingly at 11.57 a.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 12'17 Aug,ust, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 
I 

i 
PR4YERS 

_, 1 (Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 

Colleagues our Votes and Proceedings 
1 of Tuesday, 1 Ot11 August, 2004, are 

before the Hou~e, f have gone through 

them and found them to be correct. 
However, in keeping with the Rules, 
need your !comments. Thank you . , 

Mr D.A. Anih (Enugu South 1): 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. I have equally 

gone through the Votes and Proceedings 

of our last sitting, and found them to be 

correct. I therefore move a Motion for 

their adoption. Thank yo u, Sir. 

Leader (Mr . Anichukwu): Mr 

Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 

Motion as moved by the hon. Member 

for Enugu South I (Mr Anih) . Thank 

you, Sir. 

Question put and agreed to. 

·' 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 

1 0'17 August, 2004, accordingfy adopted. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Bring up Issues for Discussion 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 

wish to request that hon. Members 

should try again to ensure that the House 

will have something to deliberate upon. I 

am aware that two weeks ago, we had 

lots of activities. I request that we aspire 

to take up issues; we have to do 

something to ensure we have enough to 

discuss, not necessarily coming into the 

Chambers and adjourning. Thank yo u. 

The House Committee on Local 

Government, Inter-Parliamentary 

Relations, Rural Development and 

ENSIEC Matters will meet on Friday, 

13111 August, 2004, at I 0 a.m. prompt. 

Venue: room 110, Chairman's Office. 

All Committee Members are requested to 

attend. Signed, Rt. Hon. Enebe Cletus, 

Chairman. 

Visits 

The House Committee on Education 

Science and Technology, ·will visit the 

foll owing establishments tomorrow 
th 

1 Friday, I 3 August, 2004: 

896 



(i i) NatiOi1al Teacher's Institute, 

~\\'U'%,\Y,\\\'\1~ \ p.rn. 

By this notice, all Members of the 

Committee are hereby informed and 

should be guided accordingly. Note that 

take-off point is the House of Assembly 

Complex, Independence Layout, Enugu. 

Signed. Hon. M. Onyeze. Chairman. 

Meeting 

The Committee on House Services 

will meet on the rising of the House, in 

Room I 03, Date: . I i 11 August, 2004. 

Signed Hon . D. Anih , Chairman. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr AnichukvvzJ: Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may !move that this House 

do now adjourn til l Tuesday 1 i 11 August, 

2004. Thank you, S!r. 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu Notih): Mr 

Speaker, Sir, I have dsen to st:cond the 

Motion for adjournmct~t as moved by the 
Leader of the House. In ( n;ng so, l want 

to suggest that by the time .h.· activ it ie~ 

of the House is booming, there is neet1 to 

invite the new Chairmen and Council lc rs 

./ 

. ,. .•' ~ . •,•'\ 
:J a:n mrr and r~fJ:esh't1;ent of ii"l~,~~\"oi' ,, 

~ J 

(.' .testion put and agreed to. 

Re.>olyed: That this House do now 

ad jour, 1 till Tuesday, I i 11 August, 2004 
at I 0 a .• ll. 

8-S17 

Adjoun:ed accordingly at 11.26 a.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

FNUGU STATE 0 1 N IGER IA 

Tuesday, 17'" August, 2004 

(1he House met ot 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(M r Spec~ku in th e Chai1·) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Order P :1 1~ e r No. 22, 
Tuesday ! i 11 A ugust, 2004, item 3, 
Approval of Votes and Proceedings, 

Honourable Co ll ea!!ues. ou r Votes and 
Proceedings No. 21, Thursday I i 11 clay 
o F August 2004 are before the House. I 

have gone through them and found them 
to be correct. However. I need your 
comments . Thank you . 

Dep!!ty Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir. I 
have eq uall y gone through the Votes and 
ProceecliJl!2:S or ;;u r last sitting and founci 
them to be correct. there ltl l·e, I 111 ove lo r 
the ;r ;_,dopLion. T hank you . 

Mr fi'. .~.mu (Nsukka East) : 1\~:­

Speaker, Sir, I have gone 1hrougl: ~he 

Votes and P1·oceedings o le om last sitting 
and found them correct. I hereby second 
the M otion fo r their adopt ion. Thank 

you. 

Quest ion put and agreed to. 

Votes ond Proceedings of Thursday. 
12'" August, 2004 accordingly oclopted 

RtJX 

NOTICE OF MOTION · 

Decongesting of Amatl<e-Ngwo/El<e 
· Oghe Road 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): M r 
Speaker Sir. hon. Colleagues, pem, :t me 
to move th is M oti on standin g in my 
name: That thi s honomable ll ouse do 
urge ~!1 e 

Brewer ies 
Management 
PLC. Ama 

of' N iguia11 
G reen Fie ld 

Enugu, 10 decvn;5est Am<1eke Ngwo/Cke 
Oghc Road by CO J1 Structi ng a loading hay 
at th e company's site . Thc:111 k yo u. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir. 
hon. Co lleagues, I ri se to second the 

Motion moved by th e hon. 1\ll ember !·o r 
Awgu South (i\1r Moduull/i). Thank you. 

Mr Maduabn: Mr Speak~r. SiL the 
coming or Arna Green Field Breweries 
Pic, to Enut,u is a bless ing to the people 
of Enugu State in !llany ways : 

It of!crs employmen t opportuni ti es io 

many N igerian s. The inclustr;'1! h<lse o l' 
Enugu c;~ate has improvf'cl trem endously. 
The soc ial. economi c and comn1erc ial 
act iv it ies o f the Stale h~ve as we ll 
increased. The aesthetic view o r A maeke 
Ngwo has been great ly enhanced b)' the 
(;~a uty of the Bre·w ing Co111pany . 

However. the com ing of the company 
has as well brought it·s into lc!-abl e 
env ironmental impact to bear on the 
peop le of the State. T his clcvel opm eilt 
h<1s gone to confirm th e sav ing that 
cveryth ing , that has ad vantage must 
smely have di sadvantage. [3ut which 
ever that smpasses th e other depends 0 11 
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HO US[ OF A SSEMBLY 

CN UGU STAT!~ 01 : N IGERIA 

Tuesday . I 7'11 Aug usf. 200-1 

(The House mer or I(} cun.) 

PRAYERS 

(fVI r Spec>kn in th e Cha i1· ) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROC EEDINGS 

Mr Speal<cr: 01·de1 Paper No . 22, 

Tuesday It" August, 2004. ite111 3. 
!\ pproval of V otes and Proceed ings. 

Honourable Co lleagues. our V otes and 
Proceedin gs No. 21 , Thursday I i" clay 
o r Augu st, 2004 are bel'me the House . I 

ha ve gone thmugh them and found th em 
to be co rrect. Ho wever, I need yo ur 
comments. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader: fVIr Speakc1·. Sir. I 
ha ve equall y gone through th e Votes and 
l)mceedin gs o l· our last sitting and round 

them tu be em rce l. the1·e lu re. I move !'o r 
their ad opti on. Thank yo u. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): fVIr 
Speaker, Sir, I have gune rh rough th e 
V otes and Proceedings u l' our last sitting 

ancl louncl them co rrect. I hereby second 
th e M oti on !'or th eir adopti on. Thank 

you. 

()uesfion p11f oml og reed fu. 

Vot es o!1(/ Proceedings of' T/71/rsdo v. 

I 2'11 A ugusf. 2 00-1 ocum/ing l l' oclop fe d 

xqg 

NOT lCE OF MOT rON 

Decongesting of Amackc-Ngwo/Eke 
Oghe Road 

JVI r E. JVIaduabu ( /\ wgu South ) : M 1· 
Speaker Sir. hon. Co lleagues. permit 111 e 
to move thi s [\!loti on st;:111cling in my 
name: Th at thi s honour<1 bl c !·louse clo 
urge the M anClge mcnt 0 1 N igeri an 
Breweri es PLC. Ama G reen Field 
Cnugu. to decongest /\maekc Ngwo/l~ k c 
Oghe Roacl by COlJ Stru ctin g 8 lo<lding hay 
at th e company's site. Thank you. 

Depu ty Lcad~r: fVI r Spc8kcr. Sir. 
hon. Co ll eagues, I ri se to second th e 

M ot ion moved by the hon . M ember for 

/\wgu South rMr Muduolm). Th an k you. 

Mr Maduabu: Mr Speaker. Sir, th e 
coming of A ma G reen Fie lei [3 reweries 
Pi c, to Enu h~U is a bless ing to th e people 
o r Enugu State in many ways : 

It o fle rs employment oppol'luniti es to 
many Nigeri ans. The indu stri al b<l-;e o l' 
F::nugu State has improved trem end ous I_\. 

Th e snc ial. eco nomi c <lllcl comm e 1·c i ~ll 

act iv it ies or th e State have as we ll 
increased. The <1 esth etic v iew or A maekc 

Ngwo h<ls been gre8tl y enhanced by the 
beauty o l. thc Brewin g Com pany . 

Howe ver, th e comin g o r the comp8n) 

he1s as well brought its into lernbl c 

envi ro nment<l l imp<1ct to bem on th e 
people of the State. Thi s deve lopment 
h<1s gone to confirm the say ing that 
every thing , that has CldvantCl gc must 
surely h<1ve di s8cl v8nt8ge. l ~ ut whi ch 
ever th at surpasses th e otllC1· depends nn 
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southern zone of Nigeri a. The A ma 

C recn Fie ld. just as contained in th e 
M oti on serves as a big bk:ss i11 g 

fo llow ing tile peacefu l atmosphere 
ex isting in Enugu State, w hich was made 
poss ible by the dynamic Leade1· o f 
Enugu State, His Cxce ll ency the 
Govern or. And that glory shou ld still go 
on to be enjoyed and harnessed by all 
and sundry w ithin the Stale. 

Mr Spc:ake1·, you w ill reca ll that the 

talk about the .iunction o f the A ma 
Breweries now is the talk of the clay . I t 
has become a cl iiTe 1·en t thing a I together, 

since th e company now came out in full 
force in product ion. A company o r· that 

nature, M r Speaker, you believe must 

have got a structured loading bay, even 
before comm encement 111 the first 

in stance. 

am fully conv inced that th e 

company has th at in stock, may be 

awa itin g stock th::t is constru ct ion of" 
loading bay . W hat this Moti on is talkin g 
of is that it j, as now become necessary LO 

re-awaken th e conscious!: css o f that 
company to now come to her due 
functi ons by estab li shing a load ing bay . 
!tw ill not tak e anyone less than one hour 
to pass across that parti cular road now, it 

w ill not take one any mean s less than 

one hour; th at is my Constituency. Last 
tim e. we had even a ve ry fatal accident 

at that pa rti cu lar spot as a resul t of th e 

congesti on caused by the strong iron be1y 

constru cted along the two sides of the 

road . 

M r Speaker, J think what thi s M oti on 

is talking about is that the tim e has come 
for such a g i<inl company , the Ama 
G reen Field Breweri es, to now lw vc a 
d ive rsion . We also reca ll thm it WCIS as a 
result of th at /\ma Green Fie ld Breweries 
thCit His Exce llency grac iously uncle1·took 
the bypass o f that particu i:Jr ax is 
fo ll owing th e norm al congestion 
especially during the C hri stm as period s . 

. II. th is Clct iv ity is all owed to contiiJuc, we 
reca ll that it w ill even now go all out to 

affect 811 other maj or 8spects o l' 9111 Mile 
in term s of 1·oad congcslion and th e11 we 
wi ll not he bctrer fo r it. 

l)()() 

Thi s Mot ion is cCI IIing the attent ion 

now and eve r, th at th e company shou ld 

1·i sc up to her fu ncti ons and 
responsibiliti es by const1·uctin g thi s 

lo8ding bay so that th ere w ill be c<lsy 
llow o f traffic. We kn ow th at. th<ll 

pa rti c~:l ar mc8 has now become the 

centre of attl·action . In evCI")' o th er pan o r 

the compan y. one may alwe1ys sec 
load ing Cln d o tT-l oad ing t8k ing piCi ce . 
even at 11 ight, at that parlicu IC11 · area. I 1'. 
fo r in st:1 ncc. we allow it to continue I am 
sure 0 11 e would better imag ine w ha t 

wou ld happe n by December. 'fhe people 
go in g clown to Nsukka w ill never have a 
way not tu ta lk o r people go ing clown to 
Oghc or [kc, m even Ngwo or other 

secti ons of the State, as th at p<lrti cu lar 
area has now becvme the co nnec tin g link 

between the North , tile South and w hat 
have you. 

M r Speaker, I be li eve tha: the Mover 
of the Mot ion has m<l de an in-dep th 

study or the situat ion ancl it behoves on 
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thi s honourabl e House to do her own 

fun ct ion as th e watch-dug of th e soc iety 

by allowing thi s M otion to go. 

Mr Speaker, I therefore, use thi s 
opportunity to call on my Co lleagues. 
th e di stin guished hc)Jl . Members o f thi s 
honourabl e House to p lcdsc g ive th is 
Motion its clu e passage. I beg to rest 1n y 
speech. Thank you. 

Leader: Mr Speaker. I do not kn ow 
whe1·e the J\ma G reen Field Brewery is 

located, wheth er it is in U cli North or 
Ud i South. The onl y thin g I know i ~ that 

i t is loca ted in Ud i Local Governm ent 

/\ rca . 

The bless ings talked about by Li1 c 
es tabli shment o f th e Brewery industry in 

f2nugu State canno t be overemphasized. 

but the fr1ct h <:~s got to be noted at thi s 

particular tim e, now th at we are at th e 

end ui' A ugm t. by nex t month we enter 
th e ' mber ' and 9t11 M ile an d its env iro ns 

:~ ave alw::JyS ueen kn OVv il fo r th eir li ve ly 
situati on during th e 'rn ber · peri ods and 

lo r an ) 111 :lil -made acti on to now brin g 

unto ld hard ship to peopl e should now be 
contro ll ed. Thi s is why I have ri sen ~o 

support thi s M oti on that has come- at a 
very good tim e. 

We know th at the Enugu Stdte 

Govern111ent einbarked on a bye-pass 
road const ru cti on aimed at decongest ing 
th e mushroom problems o f· traffi c j am, 

not only during th e December peri od but 

even at presenl. So, th e probl em o f 

all owin g the company to cau se 

')I l I 

additional obstru ct ion cnn not be accepted 

at th i.s po in t in ti me. 

O n th e ques ti on o f' hav ing a loading 
bay, l think th e company has cno 11 gh 
land lo r the 1xov ision of the load ing bay. 
ei ther oppos ite or by th e side . 

I hea rd th at li1e re \.vas <l l~lla l ncc idcn l 
at th at pl ace las t tim e as a ;esult of that. 
I f' th at should happen now. then onl y 
God would save us w hen the main 
act iv ities of the C hri stm as draws n c~11U . 

1 f one is in a small vehic le fo ll ow ing a 

big one, sometim es ht mav not sec 

beyond a ki ll ometre to r oncom ing 
vehic le, and th e behav iour o f some or th e 

dri vers or these b ig vehic les are so bad. 
that <it times. one beg ins to thin k w hether 
th ese people are 1·ca ll y hum ~n bci11 gs. 

But a sti tch in tim e saves nine. l-~ n o u gh 

prov ision should be made for these b ig 

vehic les and even th e small Oll cs. some 

belonging to th e sta f f or the company 
and some to v isitv rs. 

IVI r JVI . Njczc: O n po int o r 

in rorm ati on l M r Speaker. I wa nt to 
in fo rm the hon. L eacle 1· ancl my ic ll l)\v 
hon . Co ll eagues that i\ ma G reen l '!c lcl 
Breweri es has a loading bay or more 
th an one hundred stall s w here it is 
park ing and load ing th e commod iti es . 
So. it has a park ing space. T hat i:: ti K 
in f(xmation I want to give. M r Speaker. 

Mr Spenl<cr: Honourab le C'ollengucs. 

I think thi s in fo rm ati on is ove rtaken nnw 
because thi s Moti on is on noti ce . So i l. 

th e hon. Member f·o r Ud i Norlh (Mr 
Nje::.e) has all th ese in fo rm ati on. he 

-- --
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should l1ave indicated th is to the House 
before now. 

Deputy Leader: M r Speaker, it is 
just an in formation, ·so it does not matter. 

Mr Speal<er: Order I Ord er! I 
Honomable Co ll eagues, this in fo rm ation 
is very v ital and we cannot sweep it 
under the carpet, because if these 
fac ili ties are exist in g at A ma Green Field 
Breweries, we may be embarrass ing th e 
management of the Brewe1·y; i f all these 
Fac iliti es are the re. what are we talk ing 
about. 

Deputy Leader: M r Speaker, if tlv~ re 

is a loading bay already ex ist ing, wh y 
are they not mak ing use of it? 

Mr Speaker: If there is already 
ex ist ing load ing bay, what we w ill be 
talkin g about is For them to make usc oF 
it. T he Mot ion here is talking about their 
prov iding a load ing bay, and if the1·e is 
ex istin g one there, what we wi II be 
ta lk ing about is urg ing th em to make 
sure that they are mak in g use oF the 
load in g bay, and not ta lking o f 
establ ishing or constru ctin g one. The 
two are diFferent th ings. 

Deputy Leader: On observati on. M1· 
Speaker, if one goes where we arc 
ta lk ing about, even this mornin g, it was 
hect ic. That inform ati on is not a proper 
in format ion. I am te lli ng us that A ma 
Green Field Brewer ies is yet to construct 
a loading bay, and none is in use . W hat 
we are talking about th at is ex ist ing there 

. ~ 
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is obstruction, complete obstruct ion ol· 
the roads . 

Mr Speal<er : Ord er1 T hc1·c is a 
cl ifference bet ween const ru ct ing a 
load in g bay and blocking the roads. It 
could be tltat they have all these 
faciliti es, but because oF th e ignorance ol· 
the dri vers, they are not making use or it. 
Wh::tt we shall be ta lk ing of now is to re­
enforce the A ma Green Field Breweri es 
to Cl l Su l·e that they load at the load ing 
bay . 

Deputy Leader : M r Speaker, is that 
the only po int th<1t could pull clown 
prayers two and three? 

M •· Speaker: Honou rab le Coll eagues. 
can we li sten? T he Leader should sit 
clown . l have the floor now . ( Loughrer) l 
rea ll y apprec iate the observat ion made 
by th e hon. Member for Ud i N orth (/dr 
Njeze) . I eq ual ly appreciate the effort 
made by th e Mover of the M ution clll d o f 
co urse. th e co-Sponsors. I suggest we are 
not go ing to k ill thi s Mot ion; what I 
suggest is a fomial Moti on l<.x clc fc nn cnt 
o f fu rther debate on thi s Motion pendin g 
detailed in vestigation to be ca rri ed out by 
the Mover o r the Mot ion. ( fmlongpl 
fnrerrupriuns) . 

Mr Speaker: T he hon. Member [() !. 

Awgu South (Mr Maduohu) should 
please just re lax, no problem. What is the 
problem '; Can we li sten? 

Chief \Vhip : T he issue beFore us as 
identiFied by the hon. Member f"or Ucli 
North (Mr Njeze) is very pertinent. The 
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issue is not whether or not they have 
ioi1d in g bay . T he issue is th at they are 

not loading there or th ey c,re not ll1 8k. ing 
use of it. We can appreciate th e fact tha t 
th e M over of the Mot ion d id not make 
proper invest igat ion belo 1-c co 1n i ng up 
w ith the Motion. A nd vvhat we shou lei do 
is that we just have to amend prayer cJ ne. 
The content o f the Moti on has nothin g to 
do w ith it. A ll he emph as is has bee 11 the 
obstru cti on ca used by th e lorry dr ive rs. 
Th ::tt hns nothin g to do w ith constru cti on. 
Constru cti on is an internal playe r try ing 
to so lve the nuisance caused by lorry 
dri ve rs. The iss ue now is th at we :11·e 
argu1n g on th e suspension of thi s 
M ot ion, say, 0 il accou nt o f Prayer one. 
When we are talkin g o l· Moti on, we are 

talki ng o f Pr::~ye r and v ice versa. My 
thinking is th at we should n ' ~'e ncl prayer 
O!le to !·eall y urge the :\ ma Drewery to 
obey strict compliance cf confin ing 
trailer dri vers to th eir respective loading 
bays . 

Mr Speaker: Can I ask the Ch ic!' 
Whip a questi on? 

Chief Whip : Y C's . 

Mr Speal{er: Now if we ameml 
prayer one ancl somewhere along th e line 
we d isco ver th at th ey do not have 
ioad in g bay, w hat do we do? Do we go 
back and come up w ith another M oti on 
nskin g th em to construct loading bay · ~ 

Mr M. Nje:.:c (Ud i Nor~h ) : The C hier 
W hip is talkin g about changi!> g prayer 
one. Even !he prayer two there was 
approved by Federal Road Sa !'e ly 

- -- -
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Commi ss ion to prevent acc ident there.· 

T he stumps we are ask ing them tc.) 
remove was to prevent ucc idenl. I 
equall y want ro let you kn ow th <l1 the 
management or th e Ure\\'e ry lwei 
complained about those lorri es that park 
al ong th e mad instead o l" COi ni ng into th e 
bay but the fact is that it is no t w ithin 
them to con t1·ol th em. It is w ithi11 th e Ia'' 
enfo rcement· agency . I lik e th e i'vlot ion 
abo ut decongest ing that pnrt but I boiTO\\ 
w hat th e Speaker sa id tl1at we shoulcl 
deiCr it so that we can mak e pmper 
in vc :; ~ i gat i c)il , may be, even ch<lll ge the 
capt ion, change prayers so l li !l f we do 1wt 
ri d icule ourse lves . 

Mr Spcal<ct·: /\ nother inl nr~nat i u n' II ' 
you look at page two, iook at th e lirth 

line. The management '~l tlw r·omj)( tm: 
should, os o mo/ fLi · oj"urgJ' I1C\ ', consfrur·t 
loading hoy for !heir mm1e; ous l'ohred 
customers to alle l'iate r!Je suffe ring oj rhe 
fH!Ofl le ulong r!Jis rood. In as lllUch a<; 
you change praye rs, th e body o l· the 
prc1 yer is very im portant too . 

C hief Wh ip: Y ou a1·e ge ttin g 
somethin g w rong. 

IVIr S peaker: 
anythi ng wrong 

am not get tin g 

Chic! Wh ip: Thank you. M r Speaker. 
Y ou see, w hile I ack now ledge th e 1;1ct 
that we might step cl own th e Moti on I 

wan t to bring to yom noti ce that it is not 
l'nr th ose of LI S here !.0 env isage that there 
is a loading bay in Ama 81·evvCI")' ami 

the re is no place it has been gazetted tha t 
there is a loadi ng hay the re. So. it is u1li y 

-
- -- -- -
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w hen they begin to use the loading bay 
that people wil l gel to know that there is 
a loading bay . That is one. Now, I 
equal ly want to br ing to your not ice that 
deferring the debate or rath er stepp ing it 
down would be culminated as a result of 
laziness . Laziness in the sense that if a 
Motion can be amended, the content of 
the prayers and the substantive Motion 
can as we ll be amended . So r do not see 
anything written in th is two prayers that 
cou ld not be amended if we are w illing 
to do that. So the issue is not stepping 
cl own, if you step it clown, it is about 
try ing to cultivate different att itude 
altogether. So let us try and amend th ose 
prayers and see w hat to do . 

Mr Speal<er: f am the pres iding 
offi cer. Right now, if the Motion sa il 
through , we ll; the House wil l be 
projected. If the Motion does not sa il 
th rough, we take it in good faith. But 
w hat I do is that I want the ri gh t thing to 
be done. Jf it is a popular op inion that we 
sit down here and do some amendments 
and thi s Mot ion can go on w ith it - fine. 
If it is popular op inion, we can step it 
down for them to do proper in vest igation 
and change the capt ion. 

Deputy Leader : C lari ficat ion' Mr 
Speaker, my clarificati on is on earlier 
situat ion w hy I am apprec iat ing the fact 
to step down the iV1 oti on. In an ea rli er 
situation, it w i II be a negation of the fact 
for you to ask th e Mover· or the Movers 
to go and cross-check, th at is the area I 
oppose. A nd even right now we are 
sitt ing here, if you pa ss there you w ill 
see w hat is happening. I am sorry that 
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even some peop le in th is House have not 
even kilown the place. (Laughter). 
And ri ght novv they arc talking or say ing 
whatever . ff there is a loading bay in 
N igeria Breweries Pic, Ama Green Field. 
En ugu, it is neve r· be ing used; it is never 
used; if there is anything like tha t it rs 
never used . /\ nd the pract ica l example 
(Interrupt io 11.1). 

Mr Speaker: Ord er 1 Order 1 

Deputy Leader: So what I am say ing, 
M r Speaker, is that instead of inc luding 
the Mover or the Movers o f' the Motion 
to go there you should ask the J louse 
Committee on Work s, Transport and 
Hous ing to go there and find out. 
(lnterruprions) . 

iVIr Speaker : Well, I th ink what the 
Deputy Leader is sayi ng is con·ect. 
because th e House Committee on Works 
.. (Jnrernrptiom) . 

Several hon . Members : Yes . 

Mr Speal<c r: Wel l, well, I think we 
rea lly have to step down this Motion. In 
doing that I humbly w ish to req uest or I 
am mandati ng th e House Committee on 
Works, since thi s _iob has been clone by 
the two hon . Members fo r Awgu (Mr 
Maduabu) and Ezeagu (Mr /Jnil(ljl e) and 
we have to step it down for· obvious 
reasons, I want a situation w here tl1 cy 
w ill assist, go there tomorrow or 
th ereabout to find out whether the 
Company has a load ing bay o;· not ami 
report back to th e House or to report 
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back to the Committee at least to hnve an 
id ea of what we are falking about, 
please. 

So, let us have formal Motion for 
stepp in g down further debate on this 
very important Mot ion. 

M r Njeze : Mr Spe~ker, I want to 
move the Motion fo r stepp in g down of 
the Motion on notice on th is Floor of the 
Ho use. Tn doi ng tha_t I wish to let us 
know that when somebody is doing 
something the peop le speak in g on the 
particul ar issue ... (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: Ord er ' I want the hon . 
Member for Udi North (i'vfr Njeze) to 
listen, the Mo~ ion should be that fu rther 
debate be deferred to enab le the House 
Commi ttee on Works, Transport and 
Housin g do proper in vestigation on the 
in format ion there . 

JVlr Njeze: Mr Speaker, the Mot ion 
moved is fo r the stepp ing dow n of the 
Motion on debate, fo r the Mover of the 
Motion and House CommilteP on 
Works, Transpo11 and Hous ing and that 
of Information to go to the Company .. . 
(lnterrup!ion.s) 

Mr Speaker: Informat ion 
(Prolonged Laughter) Orde1·1 The hon. 
Member for Ud i North (Mr Njeze) 
shou ld please wa it. What he should do is 
just to move a Mot ion fo r stepp in g down 
l"urth er debate and leave th e rest fo r me. 
I will do it. ... (ln terrupriom) . Orcl er1 

Order' No 1 No' .Just move a Motion fo r 
stepp in g clow n fu rther debate on this 
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Mot ion but al low me. to take decision on 
who ·and who should do further 
investigat ion . 

M r Njeze: Okay, no r; roblem . The 
Motion is hereby moved . 
(lnterrup! ion.s). 

Several hon. Members : 'vVhm is 
moved? 

Mr Speal<er: Stepp ing dov;n fmther 
debate on th is Motion. 

An hon . Member: Let him move it 
p1·operl y. 

Mr Speaker: Okay . 

Mr Speaker: The hon . Member for 
Ucl i No rth (Mr Njeze) shou ld move it 
properly . 

Mr Njeze : Mr Speaker, I use thi s 
opportunity accord ing to your demand 
... (lnterruptiom) 

Mr Speak~r : No' i'iu! It is not 
accord ing to my demand . It is not true . 

Mr Njeze : Mr Speake 1·, I here now 
move that ru rth er debate on thi s Motion 
be cleferrecl . Thank yo u. 

M rs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, l have ri sen to second the 
Mot ion. Mr Speaker, I wa nt you to use 
yo ur good office .. . (!nrcrnrplions; 

Questinn put and agreed to . 

.0 
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Mr Speaker: Now hon. Co ll eagues, 

the House Commi ttee on Works. 
Transport and Housin g is now mandated 
by th e hon. Speaker to look in to th is 
matter. Thank you and God bless ye>u . 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Visits 

Mr Speaker: The House Commil1ee 
on Culture and Tourism w ill v isit Enugu 
State Council of Arts and Culture on 
Wednesday, 181

h A ugust. 2004 at lla.m. 
prompt. Take-off po int is 3t Room 225, 
Chairman' s Office. Please be punctua l. 
It was signed by the hon. Member fo r 
Nsukka East (Mr Amu) . 

Please possibly the House Commil1ee 
on Works, Transport cmd Housing 
shou ld try to do this job and get prepared 
and 1·eport back to the House so that we 
should have this Motion aga in or never 
on Thursday, 191

h A ugust, 2004, that is, 
we have it on T hur:;clay m never. 

Meeting 

The House Committee on Lands. 
Housing, and Transport w ill meet today 
<1t 2p .m. for ve ry im portant bri efing. 
Venue is Chairman's offi ce, Room I I 9, 

Leg islative Building, Enugu. Every 
Member of the Comm ittee is kindly 
requested to be there. It was signed by 
th e hon. Member for Enugu South II (Mr 
Chukwuegbo), the C hairm~;; 1. 

At th is juncture. I w isi1 to formall y 
\-ve lcome our friend s, brothers and sisters 
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who came th is mornin g t o watch our 
proceedings. I sincerr ly wa nt tc) 
apo log ize, although, it is not om mnk ing: 
it was a power (NEPA) ta dure. That is 
w hy we did not have li ght thi s mornin g 
here; that is why everybody is svvcat ing 
inc ludin g my humble se lf. So. _just 
endure w ith us. I do hope that some othet 
time w hen you come the situation might 
be improved . So, you arc welcome and 
God bless you. 

Deputy Speaker: Where are th ey 
from ? 

!Vlr Speaker: The peuplc who arc 
he1·e this mornin g are the students ol' 
Po li t ica l Sc ience, U ni ve1·sity o!" Niguia. 
Nsukka. T hank you . 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Thank you Mr Speaker. May 
move that thi s House clo now acljoum 

t ill Th ursday, 19111 August. 2004 nt I Oam. 
Thank you. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Cnugu East II ) l\llr 
Speake 1· Sir, I have 1·i se n tu second the 
l\llot ion as moved by the Leader or· the 
House. 

Question pur and ogrc:ed ru . 

Resolved That ihe House do 11 01\ 

adjourn till Thu rsday, 19111 
A ugust. 2004 

at I Oa .m. 

Adjourned occordingh · .' .'! I 2. ~I J!.lll. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERlA 

Thursday. 19'" August. 2004 

The House met af 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(M r Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Coll eagues , 
ou r Votes and Proceedings No . 22 of 
Tuesday 17 111 August, 2004 at·c bcfcne us. I 
have gone through them and to the best of 
my know ledge they are correct. Howeve r, I 
wish to welcome your com ments . Thank 
you . 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Honourable Co ll eagues, [ have eq ually 
gone th rough the Votes and Proceed ings of 
Tuesday 17111 August, 2004 and l found 
them to be correct. I, therefn:·e, move fo r 
the ir adopt ion . Thank you . 

Mr Speaker: Pl ease, I just want to 
po in t out something before second ing the 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member for 
Awgu South (Mr Maduabu). If yo u look at 
the Repol't where the Speaker mandated the 
House Committee on Lands, Hous ing, 
Works and Transpo rt to carry out 
invest igation and report back to the House 
by Thursday 19111 August. 2004 . My hon . 
Colleagues, I am surpri sed the report was 
not reflected in today's Order Paper. 
However, is the Committee ready fo1· the 
report? 
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An ·hon. Member: It does not matte1·. 
the report is now ready . 

Deputy Whi p: Mr Speaker, I have ri sen 
to second the Mot ion as moved by the hon. 
Member fo r Awgu South (Mr Mad11ahu) 

Question put and agreed fa. 

Votes and Proceedings of' Tuesda, , 1 -:' 11 

Augusr. 2004 accordingly adopted 

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON 
LANDS, HOUSING, WORKS AND 
TRANSPORT ON A VlSTT TO THE 
HONOURABLE MfNISTER OF 
AVIATION ON FRlDAY , THE 6111 

DAY OF AUGUST 2004 

Chairman WJrl< Com mittee: Sequel 
to the mandate given to the House 
Comm ittee on Lands, Housing, 'vVOI'ks <llld 
Transport on the 6111 o f Jul y, 2004 by the 
honou rable Speaker to visit the Hem. 
Minister or Av iat iotl to determine Lhc 
present status of Enugu Airport, the 
membe rs did not hes itate in carrying out the 
assignment with every commitment and 
urgency it merited . 

PRELIMINARY VISISTS AND 
ASSESSMENTS 

A. VISIT TO THE ENUGU 
AIRPORT MANAGEH 

Mr Speaker, Sir, clue to the ract tl1at the 
subject matter is one that will enha11ce the 
econom ic and soc ial development of th e 
state and the enti re nat ion in genc t·aJ. til e 
committee members res umed its 
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ass ign ment by v1S1t111g the General 
Manager of the Enugu Airport on the 19111 

of .Jul y, 2004 for fact finding. 

During the v1s1t, the General Manager 
informed the com111 i ttee that there were 
reasonable facilities in Enugu Airport that 
would enhance the upgrading of Enugu 
Airport to an international one. He 
maintained that the runway in the Enugu 
Airpo rt remains the best in the country but 
only needed expans ion to accommodate 
more aircraft and bigger ones . The recent 
provis ion of localizers and glideslicies in 
the Enugu Airport are added advantage 
over the demand for the change of status. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, however, the Airport 
Manager was of the opinion that the stale 
Government shou ld step in to complement 
tile efforts of the Federal Government by 
prov iding good access road , pipe borne 
water, etc. to fully attracl the presence ol 
the Federal Government. 

13. INTERACTION WITH THE 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN ON 
AVIATION, HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES BON. 
DR MARTINS OKE 

Mr Speaker Sir, on the arrival of the 
Comm ittee members to Abuja Oil the 5111 or 
August 2004, some members of the 
committee were opportuned to have met 
w ith the House Committee Chairman on 
Aviation, Hon. Mariins Oke who represent s 
the people of lgboetiti /Uzouvvani Federal 
Constituency fo1· br iefing on the status of 
Enugu Airport. 
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f)i .Oke apprised the committee that he 
has been making frantic efforts in ensuring 
that the Ministry or Aviaticlll responds 
earnest ly in the upgrading or the [ Jlllgu 

Airpor1. However, he told ~he Committee 
th at he felt very uncomfortabl e when he 
read 1n the Guardian and This DRy 
newspapers sometimes ago over I he press 
statement made by hi s colleague in the 
National Assemb ly, Senator Chris Nshii. 
that the Federal Government has dt·oppecl 
its plan to upgrade Enugu t\it·port. He 
informed the committee that as a result ol' 
this, that he organized a p1·ess Confe 1·encc 
in Enugu w ith the Hon. Comm issi0ner for 
inforn-:ation and also another press 
conference vv ith Senator Nsh!i to counter 
eat·! ier press statements made by 1 he 
Senator as he blamed the press lor such 
misrepresentat ion. 

MEETJNG WITH THE HON . 
MINISTER OF A VIAJTOI\, MALLAM 
ISA YAGUDA 

The meeting with the Honourable 
Min ister sta 1ied at 12.15p.m. with the 
introduction of the Members . o r I l ouse 
Committee on Lands Hou~ing, Works >tnd 
Transport by Hon. Barr ister Eugc:1e Odo as 
W<lS mandated by the Leader of the Team, 
Hon. Prince Off-or Chukwuegbo. l-Ion. Oclo 
tole! the Ministe1· that they had cotne lo 

thank him for all his e!To1·ts in making su re 
that Enugu A irport was upgrac!ecl 1·o an 
intemational one and equally pleaded with 
him to exped ite action in making sure that 
wol'i< 1·esumed immed iately 

In his own response, Mallam lsn 
Y<1gucla, thanked th~ Members or tl1e 
comm ittee for paying him such a ve 1·y 

--- -- -- -
- -- - -------- - --



1819 
Enugu Srare House of Assembly De bales 

19 ;lugusl. 200-/ 1820 

important visit. He informed the commi ttee 
that he has been using 11i s Ministry's 
allocation to install modem facil i ties in the 
Enugu A irport w ith the view of preparing 
the ground for the change of status. 

Although, he was of the view that the 
Enugu runway should be expanded to 
accommodate bigger aircraft in order to 

, reali ze this dream but complained seri ously 
that financial constraint has been their 
imped iment. He stressed that the Enugu 
Airport remains the safest A irport for the 
taking off and landing of ai rcraft in the 
country. 

The l-Ion . Minister so li cited the support 
of the Enugu State Government towards 
the provision of good access road, pipe 
borne water to the Enugu A irport, as the 
Federal Government cannot do everything. 

During his speech, he equall y informed 
the committee that the President of the 
Republi c of N igeria, Chi ef Olusegun 
Obasanj o, has approved the change of 
name or the Enugu A irpol'l to Aka nu lbiam 
A irport to immorta li ze the great Hero. 

Conc lusive ly, before adjournment, the 
deputy Speaker, l-Ion. David Atigwe gave 
the vote of thanks and the meeting ended at 
1.02p.m. 

THE MEMBERS 
COMM ITTEE PRESENT 
FOLLOWS 

OF THE 
WERE AS 

l-I on . Prince Offor Chukwuegbo 
Chairman 
l-Ion. Barrister Eugene Odo - Member 
l-I on. Amu Felix - Member 
l-Ion. An i Donatus- Member 
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l-Ion . David Atigwe- Mem ber 
Hon. Nze Michael Onyeze- Member 
Hon. Emmanuel Maduabu - Member 
Mr !dike Ogbonna- Secretary 

Also M r Jonas Ugwuanyi served as the 
Ch ief Press Secretary. 

M r Speaker, Sir, the address of the 
Committee to the l-I on. Minister or Avia ti on 
is hereby attached . 

Thanks and to Gocl be the Glory . 

You rs in service 
(Sgd) Hon . Prince Offor Chukwuegbo 
Committee Chai rman 

Leader (Mr Anichu/nvu) Thank you M r 
Speaker, may I move that this Report ti·om 
Commi ttee on I ,ancls, Housi ng, Works and 
Transport be accepted for cons iderati on at a 
later date to be determ i nccl by the 
Comm ittee on Rules and Business . T hank 
you . 

Deputy Leader rMr Anik.1ve) M1· 
Speaker, Si r, I have nsen · to second the 
Motion as moved by rhe I ,eacln o I' th e 
House (Mr Anichulmu) . 

Question put and agreed to. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meeting 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Collcilgues. 
pleilse we shou:d meet in my office for a 
very important meeting. /\ II honourable 
me111bers shou ld at the ri sing or the House 
move to my office for the meet i11 g. 
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Computerization 

The computerization of the stc:ff of the 
House of Assembly is taking place this 
morning and I hope that the hon. Members 
will hurry up to meet with the authori ties 
do ing the computeri zat ion exercise. 

Visit 

The members of the House Committee 
on Youths and Sports will pay an official 
visit to the Mini stry of Youths and Spol"ts 
on Friday 20th August, 2004 departure time 
is I Oa .m. from Enugu State House of 
Assembly Complex. Please be there and on 
time signed by Hon. Christopher Ugwu, 
Chairman. 

Meeting 

Members of the Committee on Rules 
and Business will meet on Tuesday, 24th 
August, 2004 at l Oa.m. hon. Colleagues, I 
have not being able to receive a clear 
message from the offi ce of Passages and 
Visa. I request that we adjourn till Tuesday 
(24/8/2004), this will give us gap instead of 
adjourning till Wednesday, we have 
enough time at our disposa l. Assuming we 
adjourn ti i: Thursday 26th August, 2004, we 
do not know the exact date and time we 
might be invited to Abuja so that it will not 
be difficult to reach each and everyone of 
us . 

Change of Date 

Please the meeting schedul ed for 
Tuesday 24th August, 2004, wi II now take 
place on Monday, 23'd August, 2004. 
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Venue Room· IIJA. Si gned by the 
Chairnian (Mr Anichuhvu) 

Visit 

The l-!ouse Committee nn Lands, 
Hous ing, Works and Transport will vis it the 
NBL Ama h Gree n Field. Every Member is 
expected 1o converge 111 Room I 19. 
Chair:11an's Office for the take off. Signed 
Hon (Prince) Offor Chukwuegbo, 
Chairman . That is after the meet ing in my 
offi ce, and they can go . 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker Sir, may 1 mo ve 
that this honourable House do now adjoum 
ti II I Oa .m. on Tuesday 24th August, 2004. 
Thank you, Sir. 

Mrs C. Ene (Ud i South): Mr Spcake1· 
Sir, I have risen to second the Motion for 
adjournment as moved by the Leader of the 
House (Mr Anichuhvu) 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 241h August, 2004 at 
IOa.m. 

Adj(Jurned accordingly at 1 !.55a.m. 

~ 

' 
~ 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 241
h August, 2004 

The House met at 10 a m. 

PRAYERS 

Mr Speaker in the Chair 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
we have before us our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 23 of Thursday 19111 

August, 2004. 1 have gone through them 
and found them to be correct. However, 1 
call for your comments. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, 1 have gone through our 
Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 19'11 

August, 2004 and found them to be correct. 
1 therefore move for the adoption of the 
Votes and Proceedings. Thank you. 

Mr 0. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 

· Motion as moved by the hon. Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 1 9'" 
August, 2004 accordingly adopted 

911 

ORDER OF THEDA Y 
Consideration of the Report from 

Committee on Lands, Housing Worl\s 
and Transport 

On a Vis it to the Hon . Minister of 
Aviation on 6' 11 August, 2004 

Leader (A1r Anichubvu)' Mr Speake1·. 
Sir, may l move that the Report before this 
honourable House ·be now considered. 
Thank you . 

Mr Encbe: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 stand to 
second the Motion as moved by the Leader. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
you will recall that the Comm ittee 
mentioned sent in their Report during IRst 
week's sitting. It was deferred to a later 
date for consideration . And [oday, the 
Leader has moved a Motion that the House 
do cons ider the Report and it has been duly 
seconded. The Floor is open; Members are 
allowed to make their contributions on this 
Report. Thank you . 

Mr Enebe: M1· Speaker, Sir, [ have 
risen to contribute to the debate on the 
Report submitted by the Works and 
Housing Committee to this honourable 
House. First of all, I want to start by 
thanking the Comm ittee Chairman and 
Members for a job we ll done. They were 
able to do the ir job according to 
specification. We equally thank the 
Almi ghty God fo r journey mercies because 
it is not easy to travel from here to Abuja 
and back without stories . We also thank 
them for Lilis their Report. The Report itself 
is a means to an end and not an end itself. I 
ha ve gone through the Repo1·t and one thing 
that is clear from that their visit is that the 
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han. Senator Ns hii , from what we 
di scovered, was not reall y speaking the 
mind of the government of the clay. The 
Mini ster has tried to explain things to the 
Committee. Part of what he explained was 
that there was need for the Stfl.te 
Government to be a pa11ner in th is respect 
by constructing of a modem runway fo r the 
airpo1i. 

After looking at the report, r am of the 
op inion that the House Comm ittee should 
continue in this direction. They shoul d 
li aise with the Executive arm of 
government to find a way to ach ieve all 
those things that the Minister said the State 
government should do, and the House on 
its pa1i should be very watchfu l and be 
very pro-active on iss ues concern ing that 
Airport project because the moment you go 
to sleep, this international airport project 
will slip off our hands. I believe that the 
Committee shou ld be given fu rther 
mandate in this direction unti I we achieve 
the result we want to ach ieve. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe). Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equa ll y gone th;-ougil 
the Report and the main thing that 
fasc inated me was that the Comm ittee was 
able to draw some seri ous words fro m the 
mouth of the Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Aviation. Jf you go to page 
three, paragraph two, although he was of 
the view that the Enugu runway should be 
expanded to accomm odate bigger aircrafts 
in order to real ise its dream, but 
complained seriously that financial 
constraint has been their imped ime11t. He 
stressed that the Enugu Airport remains the 
safest Airport t-or tak ing-off and landing of 
aircraft in the country. 
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This is a very powerful statement 
com ing fr'om the mouth of somebody who 
has an otherwise good thought of the 
Airp01i before. This gives nie joy to 
commend the Chairman, Vice Cha irman , 
and other Members of the Committee and I 
feel that a very nice job has been done 
the 1·e. 

The compos i1i on of the Committee is 
actually an expos it ion of the most talented 
Members of the House. The Committee 
shou lei be encouraged to fol lovv-ur actions 
unt il the realization of the intendment of 
th is Motion, that is, up-grading the Enugu 
Airport to In ternational Status. 

Mr Speaker, eq ually if you go down 
there yo11 will see that there is not much to 
be debated. In view of that J have no 
hesitation whatsoever that thi s House 
woul d adopt this Report as it will go a long 
way in actualizing the dream of the peopl e 
uf Enugu State . I, therefore, urge my 
Colleagues to adopt this r1.!1- importarn 
Report as a working document for both the 
House and the entire peop le of Enugu State. 
Thank you . 

Mr J.U. Onoh (Enug11 North) : Mr 
Speaker, .Sir, in the absence of further 
contributions I hereby move that the 
Question be put. Thank you . 

Mr E. Maduab u (Awgu South) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, 1 wish to contr i ~ute to tl1e 
Report. As most speakers sa id the issue is 
not go ing to the Minister and bri nging the 
Report. The Minister emphasized much 011 

the issue . . . (fnterruption.s) 

Deputy Leader: Point of Jnformation 1 

Mr Speaker, Sir, my information is that the 

. . 
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last speaker was a Member of the 
Committee who was physicai iy present and 
had gone ahead to put it in writing. Telling 
us more on the Report they have written is 
a mere repetition, and there was a Motion 
before the House. (In terruptions) 

Mr Speaker: The Deputy Leader 
should understand that despite the fact that 
there was a Motion that the Question be 
put, I can still use my discretion to allow 
the Motion to go on. Actually f had wanted 
somebody to talk on the Report. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my information is that being a 
Member ot the Committee does not 
disenfranchise one from contributing to the 
Motion on the Floor of the House. One can 
throw more I ight or emphasize the iss ue. 

Mr Speaker: Everybody is free to 
contribute whether he is Member or not. 
That is what I want to say. 

Deputy Leader: It is only when there is 
confusion or clarification. 

Mr Speaker: Well f do not know how 
true it is but nobody should be a judge over 
his case. The House mandated them to go 
to Abuja and they carne back and gave us 
Report and we are now examining the 
Report. There is not basis for somebody 
who is a Member of the Committee to start 
contributing unless, probably, he wants to 
give us information which is not contained 
in the Report. 

Mr E. Maduabu : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Point of Information' f am induced to 
highlight certain issues to the House. ft is 
based on the Report. I participated in the 
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visit to the hon. Minister, and then he was 
emphas izing on the iss ue of the State 
Government, that is, our own Government, 
to pmvide water and road, not tarm ac. 
Somebody was saying that the tarmac 
should be widened; that is not what he said. 
The Mini ster was saying that the Federal 
Government is coming to extend the 
runway, which is the tarm ac, but the only 
prob lem is resources; that the State 
Government sho ul-d try and help them by 
constructing a road (one certain road), 
wh ich they emphas ized on. 

I am urging the House to. 

Mr Speaker: In as much as the hon. 
Member for Awgu South (Mr Maduahu) 
has the ri ght to contribute, he shou ld not 
give us what is contained in the Report 
unless he has different ideas to put forwa rd. 
According to the information I am getting 
now, they said that the hon. Member f(x 
Awgu South (Mr Maduabu) rose because 
somebody sa id that State Government 
should expa nd the run way whi ch of comse 
was not what the Minister said. The 
Minister was emphas izin g 011 assess road 
and provis ion of water at the Airport, and 
not on the run way . 

Mr Enebe : Mr Speaker, Sir, I just want 
to cla ri fY this iss ue before the House: A 
Committee Member cannot contribute on 

the issue' There is no way. My position is 
that a Committee Member should 
contribute. For example, that particular 
Report brought to the House was not read 
in full. They did ilot read the fu ll text of the 
Repo1·t. By the time we contribute here, it 
wi II be understood better. What I am saying 
is that everybody has the ri ght to contribu te 
to the Report. 
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Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) shou ld please 
excuse me. Let us not de liberate on th is 
matte r too long. What 1 am saying is that if 
a Member has any.fresh thing to te ll us the 
person can go on and te ll us, and not going 
into reading everything in the Report. Tt is 
mere repetit ion. 

M r Maduabu : That was not what I did, 
Mr Speaker; J reacted to ·a statement made 
by an hon. Member. 

Mr Speaker: Order' l do not know why 
some people fail to take cm:·ections in good 
fa ith. If I allow the hon. Member for Awgu 
South (Mr Maduabu) to say wllat he 
wanted to say and at the end of the day we 
go, it does not make sense . Somebody 
wants to protect what we a1·e do ing. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) : Mr 
Speaker, may 1 go furthe1· on the argument 
made by the hon. Member fo r Awgu North 
(Mr Enebe). Whether one is a Member of 
that Com mittee or not, one has the ri ght to 
contribute on the Repo rt before the House. 

Mr Speal<er: That is what the hon . 
Member said, and l do not know why we 
wanted to make something out of noth ing. l 
said Yes on what the hon. Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) sa id, provided 
that the hon . Member will not go back and 
start tel I i ng us the story in the paper 
presented to us and du ly signed . 

If there is any other issue, like hon. 
Member for Awgu North said, if a Member 
has forgotten few things, and along the 
line, he wanted to bring up those issues so 
that we can incorporate it into the Report, 
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there is nothing wrong about that, but not 
when· he wan ts to cont ri bute on the Report, 
he starts repeal ing exactly vvhnt has al ready 
been read in the Report by the Chai rman, 
that is what l cannot allow. 

What the hon. Member fo r Awgu North 
(Mr Enebe) said is correct. l f the re is a 
Report, it does not exclude the views of the 
Committee Members. It is be li eved that all 
the Committee Members were there on the 
wri tin g of the Report. 

M r J.U. Onoh (Enugu North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I ri se to move that the 
Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, 
put and agreed to. 

Main question put and ug;reed to. 

Resolved. That the Repo rt p1·esented by 
the Committee on Lands, Hot1sing, Works 
and Transport on a Vi sit to the Honourable 
Minister of Aviation on 6111 /\ ugust, 2004 be 
adopted . 

Report accordingly adopied 

Mr Speal<er: Honourable Colleagues, 
we have adopted the Report fmm the 
Comm ittee, and just like most of us said, 
particularly the hon. Member for Awgu 
North (Mr EnPbe), acloj.i~i:1g thi s Report 
does not mean that the iss ue has come to an 
end . l wish to mandate the House 
Commi1tcc to liaise with the appropriate 
authority of the Government of Enugu State 
to ensure that all the fac iliti es which the 
Mi nister req uested the State Govemment to 
provide are provided. 
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The Comm ittee should equa ll y try as 
much as poss ible to endeavour to contact 
our Members at the National Assembly, 
especial ly our Representat ive who is the 
Chairman, House of Representat ive 's 
Committee on Aviation , hon. Dr. Martins 
Okeh and of course all ou r Senators, to 
ensure that these things are accomp li shed 
as soon as possible. Thank you . 

Report from Committee on Lands, 
Housing, Works and Transport on the 
Visit to Nigerian Breweries Pic Ama 

Green Field, Enugu 

(Adjourned debate on question, 1 7' 11 

August, 2004) 

Chairman (Mr Chukwuegbo). Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the House Comm ittee on 
Lands, Housing, Works and Transport was 
mandated by the hon . Speaker on the 17111 

of August, 2004 to visit the NBL, Ama 
Brewery to ascertain the position of the ir 
load ing bay and repoti back to the House . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Members of the 
Comm ittee visited the NBL, Ama Brewery 
on the 19111 August, 2004 and carried out a 
very thorough and substanti al inspection of 
the Company's loading bay under the 
leadership of hon. David Atigwe who was 
directed by the Committee Chairman hon. 
Prince Offor Chukwuegbo to lead the 
delegation. However, during the visit, the 
Comm ittee observed that the NBL, AMA 
Brewery has a load ing bay but not spac ious 
enough to accom modate all the long 
veh icl es that queue up to load their drinks. 

The Public Relations Manager Eastem 
Region of the NBL, AMA Brewery, Mr 
Nwana, blamed the dealers for the 
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congestion of the main road and for not 
adherihg strictl y to the Resident Time of the 
Management. He informed the Comm ittee 
that, they have atTanged with tile 
transporters (dealers) to have parks withi n 
the vicin ity of the company in order to 
accom modate the ir vehi cles befo re co ming 
in to load . Mr Nwana told the Comm ittee 
that at present, one of the transporters is 
already develop ing a park for hi s veh icles 

Conclus ivel y, hon. David Atigwe. 
thanked the Management of NBL, AMA 
Brewery fo r their high level ur ingenuity 
and hard-work in complementing the 
efforts of the Federal Government and Dr 
Chimaroke Nnaman i, the Executi ve 
Governor of Enugu State in providing 
democracy bene1~ts to the people . He 
emphasized that the si te of NBL, AMA 
Brewe1·y in Enugu was a bless ing to all and 
sundry and encout·aged the management of 
the company to always live up to 
expectation . 

The visit came to and end at 6.05p.m. 

Thanks and To God be the Glory. 

Leader (Mr Anichukvvu). Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may [ move that the Report frolll the 
Committee on Lands, Housing, Work.s and 
Transport on a visit to the Nigerian 
Breweries Pic, Ama Green Field Enugu be 
accepted fo r immediate considerat ion by 
thi s honourable House. 

Mr F.E. Amu (Nsukka East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, [ 1·i se to second the Mot ion . 

Question put and agreed to. 
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Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to contribute to 
this Report before this House. Mr Speaker, 
my contribution is based on the second 
paragraph of this Report on the front page 
in lines six to ei ght, where the Committee 
said that there is a loading bay but it is not 
big enough. And this is the i•lajor hi ghli ght 
in this Report. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in considering the issue 
of the load ing bay, our maj or concern now 
is how to decongest the traffic on rhat road. 
I am of the opinion that the Nigerian 
Breweries Limited Pic (NBL) is a cornpany 
that has been in existence for several years ; 
therefore, anything one is go ing to tell 
them or suggest to them to decongest 
traffic on that road must have lon g term 
effect not ad-hoc. So, there is need to 
ensure that those trailers do not park on 
that road . It is either they are inside their 
loading bay or they are so mewhere else . I 
am of the opinion that it is necessary that 
this House should encourage and urge the 
Nigerian Breweries Limited (NBL) to look 
for a parking site or a car park or a lo rry 
park where those lorri es ... (Interrupti om) . 

Several hon. Members: Loading bay' 

Mr Enebe: No, I do not want to use 
bay. If one uses bay they wi ll tell one that 
they have bay. We are talking of a kind of 
park may be opposite or adjacent to where 
these lorries can stay and then come out 
one after the other instead of parking a long 
the road; it is not fair. They have a wall ; it 
is inside that wall that is their compound; 
the major road is not their compound. So, 
they should acquire a land where these 
lorri es can now stay and have that place for 
load ing not in other places. If they are not 
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load ing, what they will probably do is to be 
restr icted within their wall . If they 1~1 i l to do 
that we shou ld urge them to acqu ire a land; 
these lorries wi II park there and rrom there 
they can now enter the factory to load . 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Chief W hip (Mr Odo) Mr Speaker, Sir, 
am not contributing per o; ~ to the Report. 

but I wish to rea ll y draw hon. Members· 
minds to what really led to thi s issue. So, 
what necess itated the vis it of the 
Committee to Nigerian Breweries Pi c, AmCl 
Green Field, En ugu was as a result of the 
peculiar technical point the hon. Member 
ror Uci i Nort h (Mr Nje::r.!) rClisc-cl in res pec t 
of a Motion which was under debate by the 
Members as was articulated by the hon. 
Member for A wgu South (Mr Modualnt) . 
The House stepped down the Motion and 
then mandated the Committee to go and 
veri fy whether or not there is a ioad ing bay 
in Ama Breweries and now that the 
Comm ittee has come up with its Report and 
since the Motion has not been withd rawn. 
the hon. Member for Awgu South (Nfr 
Maduabu) shOLt!rl be mand,,; ,cd to bormw a 
leaf or rather correct the Motion he has 
at1i cu lated following from the Repo rt of the 
Co mmi ttee and now arti cu late the Motion 
and corf1e forward. Ifwe begin to ta lk about 
the loading bay or no load ing bay, it is 
unnecessary, because v,-e are not moving 
the Motion to estab li sh the fncc. It is tile 
duly ol' the Movet· of the Motion to go and 
put his house in order and corne and move 
the Motion. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North) : Mr Speake1·, 
Sir, r \-Vant to thcink the Members of the 
House Committee on Lands, Housing 
Works and Transport for the very good job 
they did I thank them because they did the 
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job very well. And the Report is very 
succinct to explain very well that there is a 
loading bay in Ama Breweries. It has 
equally made us to understand that even the 
decongestion of the Amaeke-Ngwo/Eke 
Oghe Road he talked about is equal ly being 
taken care by the Management of the Ama 
Breweries; so their Report is very 
comprehensive. 

The Report told us here that apart from 
loading bay the company has directed all 
its distributors to get their O\Vn parks and 
they even gave us an instance that one of 
the distributors is already building his own 
park. I want us to note that this Report is so 
good that it can help this House to save itc. 
image. 

Moreover, in asking the Mover of the 
Motion to make any amend ment, we 
should properly ask ourselves if there is 
need to re-present the Motion against the 
fact that the 111ajor intent of the Motion is to 
decongest that road and as the 
decongestion is already being taken care of 
since these people have been to ld to build 
their own parking space. We should 
equally think of what is obtainable in other 
places. There are breweries all over the 
country; I am aware that we have more 
than twenty-two breweries in the country. 

In view of that I want to move a Motion 
that the Motion which was formerly un 
debate be laid to rest. ... (interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: This Report does not 
necessarily mean that the Motion is 
outrageous. No, the House mandated this 
Comm ittee to do thorough investigation 
and find out whether there is a Loading 
Bay or not which of course, I am very 
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happy _the House Committee on Works and 
Transport, went ahead and did thi s job and 
informed us that following the discussion 
they had with the Management of Amaeke 
Brewery they were meant to understand 
that there is an existing Loading Bay which 
according to tl1em and ac·corcl i ng to the 
Report is not spacious enough to 
accommodate <1 good numbe>· oftrucks. 

Now, if we sweep this uncle1· the ca1·pct 
we have not clone justice to the Motion. I 
still bel ieve that following what the hon. 
Deputy Speaker has just said, we have a 
clear picture of what is in Ama, we can 
now mandate the Mover of the Motion to 
recast his Motion accommodating lhe fact 
that we are aware that there is o Loading 
Bay in Amaeke-Ngwo which they told us is 
not spacious enough to accommodate o 
good number of trucks. that we are now 
requesting you to go ahead and make good 
arrangement for Loading Bay that will 
accommodate a good number oftrucks. We 
are aware that they said they have even 
agreed with some individuals to provide 
their own parks; that does not end up there. 
Whe1l we we re discuss in g i·nrorm<llh· \\ L' 

were able to understand some of the causes 
of the congestiOilS . At the end of the clay 
the Moyer of the Motion will incorporate 
all these things into hi s Motion. We are not 
only talking about Loading Bay we have to 
look at the causes of the conjection . Is it 
because they do not have enough Loading 
Bay that can accommodate a good number 
of trucks or that people are nat making use 
of th is Load ing Bay. If it is found out that 
they are not making use or this Loacllllg 
Bay the Mover of the Motion can 
inco1·porate his own idea of what he wants 
the House to do; either ask them to ensu1·e 
that these people clo not park along the road 
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or if you load , the moment you come out 
from the factory you leave. I was told that 
some of them stay back in the factory after 
loading, they park there beca '..:se they have 
to travel in the night. Now, the Mover of 
the Motion can equally say Ama Brewery 
should ensure that after load ing they should 
leave the premises . They ca n line up there, 
up to Eke town, it does not bother anybody, 
provided they do not block the road. That is 
why 1 say there is every need for us to 
mandate the Committee to i~ni s h this job. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu Nortl1) : 
Jnformation! Mr Speaker, my information 
is based on the procedure. The out-come of 
the .Motion is very much ali ve. My next 
information is that there is no need to 
introduce another Motion. There is a 
Motion before the House, there is a Report 
as we ll. That is what the Report is all 
about. The Repo1i is not to i::troduce a new 
Motion. You place the Motion and the 
report side by side and suggest what you 
think is possible based on what they have . 
When there is inconsistency between the 
Report and the Motion we vote accord ingly 
and decide on what to do. Once a Motion is 
introduced to the House, that Motion is no 
longer the Mover's personal document, it 
belongs to all of us. l have a legislative 
ri ght taking queue from the report of the 
Committee when fully adopted . As long as 
my contribution, amendment, or suggesti011 
does not couilter that Repolt and the House 
accepts it, it stands. So, let us not over­
labour the Mover of the Motion by go ing 
back to rebuild the Motio1i again. Let us 
take the Motion side by side, make 
amendments , vote accordingly and pass it 
or otherwise depending on what we ha ve 
agreed on . Thank you . 

Deputy Speaker (Mr !ltigwe). Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. I was the leade 1· of the 
delegat ion. We were there and saw th ings 
fo r ourselves. We cannot.. up till this 
moment, express what \NC saw there 
because that is th·e most modern bJ-ewe J·y i 11 

the who le world. 

Mr Speaker, ta lking about their resident 
time, they said that their res ident tim e is 
5.30 p.m. 

We shou ld not consider this Report side 
by side with the Motion; we have to rl .1ish 
with the Report. If the Report is accepted 
then we go into the full Mot10n . Again we 
forgot to put in the repo1i that they invited 
all the Members of the House to come to 
Ama Brewery and see things for 
themselves . So, I am saying that we are all 
invited to come and see things by 
ou 1·selves . The lands are there; but needs 
development . You know thai rhey have just 
sta rted So. we have nothing whatsoever to 
indict that company about, Mr Speake1·. 
When I went there I put it to them that we 
had come to see the wonders there. 

Deput.y Leader (Mr !ln ikwe)" 
Observation! Mr Speaker, I want to observe 

· that the in tend ment of the Motion before 
th is !louse is to establi sh the vari ous facts 
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among: 
(i) For the Works Comm ittee to 

establish whether there has been 
a congest ion ; 

(i i) To estab li sh whether there was a 
Loading Bay 

The han . Deputy Speaker, will reca ll 
that th is Co mmittee Report whi ch he sa id 
was all -em brae i ng, has no recommendation 
whatsoeve r. The Comm ittee on ly ended up 
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in making some findings . Just like the hon. 
Chief Whip (Mr Odoh) moved , l th ink the 
proper thi ng now to be done is to direct the 
Mover of th is Motion to now look at the 
Committee's Report. This House must 
come with a Resolution to the Ama 
Brewery. That is the essence of it. The 
House is not in tending to indi ct any 
Company. 

l think that the proper th ing to be done 
is to direct the Mover of the Motion to now 
look at the Committee's Rep01i and 
propose more ideas/de liberations . The 
House has no need to visit the Company. ff 
you watch the speech by the Chairman of 
the team (Interruptiom) . 

Deputy Leader: If you listen to the 
Deputy Speaker (Mr Atipve). he thanked 
the Management of Ama Brewery for their 
high level of ingenuity and hard work. In 
the second statement, he emphasized that 
the siting of the Niger ian Brewery Limited 
is a blessing to Enugu State. The big 
blessing should not be a big discomfort to 
Enugu State people. Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
move .. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
let me make an appeaL we cannot be 
treating this matter out ol-' context. There 
was a Motion on the Floor and the re was a 
mandate. The mandate was not to find out 
the standard of equipment at the Ama 
Breweri es or the standard of tacilities at the 
NBL. We are particularly concerned with 
the Loading Bay and the congestion alon g 
that road. If an hon. Member visits there 
only to come back to say that NBL sit1ing 
is a blessing - we are aware that it is a 
blessing to have that kind of Breweries. 
Members should remember why we 
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decided to defe!· the debate. We decided to 
defer the debate in order not to 1·idicule tile 
image of the House, by indicting the NBL 
without i·lrst of all finding the actual 
position of the facilities there. /\gain the 
NBL in vit ing the hon. Members of tl1e 
House to the factory shou ld be private; it is 
not meant to be discussed here, unless the 
invitation was to enable hon . Mernbe1·s to 
observe that they have enough Load ing 
Bay. lt is not proper to come there to 
inspect the facilities at Ama 81·ewery. 
Please let us not derail; let us just face the 
facts . 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I move at this point in 
time that the honourable House do now ask 
the Mover of this Motion to rellect the 
ideas of the House and come up with the 
necessary facts .... (Jnterruptions). 

M r Speaker : First of all, we have 10 

tini sh adopting the Report· as the document 
of the House. We wi II then give the 
document to the Mover of the Motion . 

Dcpu ty Leader: M r Spea kcr, may 
now move that the Report be aclopteci by 
this honoumble House Thank you, Sir. 

Mr ·c.o. Enebe (Awgu North): 1\111 
Speaker, Si1·, I have a point of information. 
l\lly point of information is that since the 
hon. Member for Ezeagu (lvfr Anikwe) has 
made it clear that this Repol't has no 
recommendatior~s, I want to suggest that the 
recommendations we have put torwru·cl 
should either be accepted or included 10 

make the Report '1 full lledged one worthy 
of adoption. If the Report is acloptccl tl1c 
way it is. without recom mendations. the 
House will still be grop ing in the dark . So. I 
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suggest that the Ama Brewery shOL:Id buil d 
a Loadi ng Park where the vehicles should 
stay. From there they can now go and load. 
This will also co mplement their loading 
bay . If we put it, others shou ld also include 
their own recommendations . You can then 
put the Quest ion on them, the ones we 
accept will now form part of the Report. 
Then the Mover of the Motion can now 
make use of the Report with these 
recommendations fo r further action on the 
Motion. Thank you, Si r. 

Deputy Speaker: Tha ,::< you, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, for protecting my seat. Mr 
Speaker, I had earli er said i:hat it was a 
pri vate affair between the House and the 
Brewery fo r such invitation for the House 
to come. They made it o'ffic ial and I am 
saying it again and I quote them. 

M r Speaker: Where is the invitation 
letter. 

Deputy Speaker: They officially 
invited the hon. Members. They invited the 
House to come and see the most modern 
Brewery in West Africa . . . (Jnterruptiom) 

Mr Speaker: Honourab le Colleagues, 
what I am sayi ng is that some people wrote 
a Report to the House and we are about 
discuss ing and accept ing the Report. 
(Interruptions) . 

Deputy Speake r: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
hope that 1 have the attention of my hon . 
Co ll eagues . Th is is a democratic 
dispensat ion and we are doing a democrat ic 
aftair. They shou ld allow me to express 
myse lf The House should allow me to 
finis h what I am saying and to buttress 
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vvhat I am saying. These facts are not in the 
Report. · . .. (!n ter;-uptions). 

Mr Speaker : Did the hon. Deputy 
Speaker (Jvlr Atigwe) sign th is Report? 

Deputy Speaker: Yes. the Chainmm 
signed it. 

Mr Speaker: Let us not kc:ep ou rse lves 
here. Since thi s Report was presented , it is 
expected that at the end of the clay. we 
wou ld have heard what the posit ion of the 
Committee is . Now an hon . Member has 
raised a suggestion and I think that what we 
are go ing to do IS to base our debate on the 
Report. Iran hon . Member has anything to 
add to th is Repo1i wh ich could se rve as part 
of the recommendation or part of the 
p1·ayers. they can bring such thin gs up 
through a Motion that those suggestions 
should be incorporated into the Report. We 
take them one after the other and if we 
adopt them, on that basis we can now 
mandate the Mover of the Motion to look at 
the report and come up with an up-elated 
Motion. Thi s is what we should do to avoid 
all these unnecessa ry arguments. At this 
po int in time the only thing I will like to 
hea r are ideas to be added to the Rcpo1·t. It 
should ~ome in writ ing like a Mot ion and I 
will put a Question; if it is carried it 
becomes part of the Repo1i. 

Chief \Vhip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, Si1·. 
as we are cons idering the Report, r still 
want us to accept that the Committee has 
acted we ll based on the terms of 1·eferencc 
give n to it. The Committee was mainly 
directed to go and tlnd out some key issues. 
whi ch i believe they have come up with 
their findings . If you had asked the 
Committee to make a report with 

" 

'"" 
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recommendati ons, they wou ld have equa ll y 

done so . The Committee is competent. J am 
not quarrelling with mak ing 
recommendati ons, but it now looks as i f 
perhaps the Committee ... (!nterruplions) . 

Mr Speaker: No ' No' No ' l did not say 
that, pl ease. T he Committee can·ied out the 
work they were supposed to do. T he 
Committee's Report was based on the 
M ot ion which came to the House. So we 
sti II have to thank them fo, · a j ob we ll done. 
But we cannot go ahead· to debate on thi ::; 
Repo1;t w ithout some addi tional statements. 

Mr M. Njeze (Ud i North) : Thank you, 
M r Speaker. L ike I sa id, the Report is very 
good; it is perfect and correct. It is good to 
be ad opted but if we are intent on 
achiev ing something fo r the State, I wou ld 
want us to thank the Committee, offi ciall y 
adopt the report w ith some 
recommendations and suggesti ons. They 

· submitted the Report and we now know 
th at A ma Brewery has a bay. Based on the 
Report we now know that they have even 
appealed to the authori t ies to help them 
decongest the road. 

We know that A ma Brewery do not 
have all the I and in that area. They have a 
limi teo pl ot of land and they cannot extend 
beyond their own pl ot. They do not own 
the road we are now ask ing them to work 
on. We eq ually know that there is an 
authority because that I'Oad pass through a 
loca l govemment and that local 
govemment was the one asked to 
decongest 9' 11 Mil e Corner and they did it 
very we ll. 1 want to suggest that in the 
recommendation of the repo1't, we shou ld 

· ask the Mover of the Mot ion to recouch 
th is Motion: direct thi s 1·equest to the 
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Chairman of the local government to 

decongest that spot. I r we ca n see A ma on 
its own side and if we can know that other 
B reweri es all over the counll'y clo 11 ot take 
the respons ibi l ity of a local govemment. 
they do not extend beyond the boundar ies 
of the ir facto ry, then it will not be propc1· 
for us to ask A ma to extend beyond thei1· 
kn it Since there is an Autho1·ity that can 
handle that, let us include in th is Report a 
recommcndatioi1 that the House do di rect 
the. loca l governm ent to decongest the 
A meke -- Eke- Oghe- Akama Oghc road. 
T hank you . 

M r Sp eaker : Can we please listen? Lei 
me ask a question. T he Deputy Speaker 
was mandated by the Chai rman, House 
Commi ttee on Works, Hous ing a1lcl 
T ranspo 1·t to head the delcgarion to the /\ma 
B reweri es . Now the quest ion I want to ask 
is this . Jn the Deputy Speaker 's op inion, is 
thi s Report is a true reJl ect ion or wh<l t you 
saw? A rc you convinced hom <11 1 
indications, that th is report contains \Nh<lt 
you saw apart f rom the sicle atl r8ct ions you 
w itnessed . 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you. rvlr 
Speaker. I am happy you me t1·yi ng to 
underst<1nd rne beuer now. T he Chn innan is 
a human be ing. It is poss ible that I have 
fo rgotten some of th ese things. What we 
saw the re was beyond our e.X I)I'ession . N011e 
of the thi11gs we saw tl1ere was conta ined in 
th is report. 

M r Speaker: Wh ich means the report 
was not comp 1·ehensive? 

M r C. Enebc (Awgu North) 
lnformat ion . My information 1s that 
conventionall y one can delegate author ity 
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without respons ibility. The person that can 
tell Lis whether we are withdrawing the 
Report or not is the Cha irman of the 
Committee_ Jt is the Cha irman of the 
Committee that has responsib ility of this 
report. What the Deputy Speaker exercised 
was the authority vested on him by the 
Chairman _ Let us not operate as if we have 
two Cha irmen in the House here. If he has 
anything against the Report, he can say it 
as a member. Let us forget about having a 
delegation. What do we have in the repmt? 
If the Chairman says that he wants to 
withdraw the report, we will listen to him, 
not the person who has reported to him. 

Deputy Leader (/\![,- Anikwe) . Fmther 
cla rificat ion, Mr Speaker. You will recal l 
that the day you mandated the House 
Committee to make the find ings, you gave 
them two spec ific assignments: To 
es tablish whether there is congestion, and 
to establish whether there is loading bay. 
The issue of asking somebody who led the 
Committee is irrelevant because he has no 
power to sign the Report. He went there to 
have ente1iai nment. (Laughter;. 

M r Speaker: Based on the adoption of 
the Commiltee Report, the Mover of the 
Motion can now go back and recast this 
Motion, putt ing into consideration some of 
the 1ssues rai sed by hon. Members. 
Possibly the Motion should come up again 
on our next Legislative clay. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meeting 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
we will meet in my Offi ce on the ri sing of 
the House, please . All Members are 
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expected to attend . It is going to be a ve 1·y 
short briefing. We should move straight to 
my Office for a very important message. 
Thank you_ 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, hon. Colleagues, 1 rise to move that the 
House do now adjourn till Thursday, 261

h 

August, 2004 at 10 a.m. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North) : Mr Speaker 
Sir, I ri se to second the Motion for 
adjournment moved by the Leader or the 
House. Thank you _ 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved That this House do now 
adjoum till Thursday, 26 111 August, 2004 at 
J 0 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at ]()2 p.m. 

- -- ~- - - - -- -

. ~ . . 
:.t_ ~ 
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HO USE OF ASS EMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIG ERI A 

Thursday, 2u'" August, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourab le 
Colleagues, before us are our Votes and 
Proceedin gs No . 24, dated 24111 August, 
2004. 1 have go ne through them and 
fo und them to be very correct. However, 
I wish to call for your comments . 

Mrs C. Eneh (Ucl i South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equ ally gone 
through th e Votes and Proceedings of 
our last sitt ing and fo und them to be 
co rrect. I therefore move fo r the 
adoption. 

Mt· D.A. Anih (Enu gu South 1) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I ri se to second the Motion 
as moved by th e hon. Member fo r Ud i 
South (Mrs Eneh) . Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Vo les and Proceedings of24'17 August, 
2004 accordingly adopted 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

DECONGESTING OF AMAEKE­
NGWO/EKE/OGHE ROAD 

M r E.C. Maduabu (Av.tgu South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, permit me to move the 
Moti on standing in my name on the 
Order Paper: 

That thi s. honourable House do 
urge the Manage ment of Nigeri an 
Breweries PLC, Ama Green Field 
Enu gu, to Decongest Amaeke 
Ngwo/Ekeoghe Road by ensu1·ing 
that all Trailers are parked in to 
the Company's Loading Bay. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anik:we) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I ri se to second that Motion 
as moved by th e hon. Member For Awg11 
South (Mr Maduab1,~ . 

Mr Madua bu: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
coming of Ama Green Field Breweri es to 
Enu gu is a bless ing to the peo ple of 
Enugu State in many ways: It offers 
em ployment opportun1t1es· to many 
Nigerians. The industri al base of the 
State has improved tremend ously. The 
soc ial, - economic and commercial 
activities of the State have as we ll 
increased. The aes thetic view of A maek.e 
Ngwo has been grea tly enh anced by the 
beauty of the Brewin g Company. 

However, the coming of the company 
has as we ll brought its in to lerable 
env iro nmental im pact to bea r on the 
peop le of the State. This deve lopment 
has gone to confirm the say in g th at 
anyth ing that has advantage must sure ly 

..: 
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have cli saclvantage. The one that surpasses 
each other depends on the management and 
control. 

The giant lorr ies that th rong the 
Company site on daily basis are enormous. 
Given the unruly behaviour of these lorry 
drive rs, the Amaeke/Oghe Road is 
constantl y blocked by these huge vehicles . 
When this happens it rend ers the only road 
impassab le to vehi r;ular movement. This 
situati on in most cases lasts for hours unt i l 
some of the lorries are taken into the 
Company's premises . People that use th is 
road for the ir daily bus iness trips are stocked 
at a place ~s long as the hold-up lasts . The 
line of motorca rs and vehicles in most cases 
extends to ESCOLEY Oil filling sta t ion 
about a quarter of k ilometers away thereby 
caus ing another hold-up along the very busy 
N inth Mile/Nsukka road. 

The management of NB Pic, A m<1 Green 
Field Enugu should control the excesses of 
the lorry drivers who carry their f•mducts 
fmm or bring their raw materials to the 
company . While the State Government is 
busy construct ing al te rnat ive road to cushion 
the impact of the CO!~gestion at the company 
site, the management of the company shou lei 
as a matter of mgency ensure that al l trailers. 
are pa1·ked into the company's premises to 
ame li orate the suffering of the people along 
th is road. There are many u1,deve loped lands 
beside and oppos ite the co mpany that could 
be acquired and developed fo1 trailer 
parking purposes. Many companies have 
clone thi s and il pai d off positively; 
the1·efme, N igerian Brewer ies Pic, Ama 
Green Field , En ugu, could as we ll do thi s. 

The management of the great company 
shou ld not all ow the jubilation that greeted 
the arrival of this great Company to 
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snowball into a source of wo rry and 

d iscornfort to the people of thi s State. 

Prayers : 

1. 

2. 

3. 

That the management or N igeri a 
Breweries Pic, Enugu, should 
ensure that all trailers are parked 
into the Com pany's Load ing 
Bay. 

That th e comp8 ny should 
construct a new loading park to 
make up for the sh01t-fall in her 
existing Loading Bay. 

Thnt the Chairm ~:1 of Udi Locill 
Government Area, Hon . Rev . 
Egwuonwu, shou ld assist in 
decongesting Amaeke Ngwo I 
Eke Oghe road at NB Pic site, 
Enugu. 

Be it moved and il is hereby 
moved. 

May l use this opportunity to appeal to 
most hon. Members who have not gol a copy 
of1he Motion to have patien~c ; it was clue to 
the stay-at-home action go ing on in the State 
now. After, they w ill have a clean copy. 
Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Honou:·able Members, let 
me say that the hon . Tvlember ror (\ wgu 
South (Mr Jvfuduabu) failecl to pmduce 
enough cop ies for hon. Merr:ber because or 
National Electric Power A uthori ty failun" , 
not because of any industrial action or stay­
at-home. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker. Sir, hon. 
Co ll eagues, I ri se to speak in favou r or this 
very important Motion before us. 
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If that prem ises is not enoLigh for them 
they should acqu ire additional land. I know 
it is a professiona l organization . In Europe 
whe re they came from they cannot do this 
kind of a thing. Why do it in N igeria here? 

What we are talk ing about now are 
ce1iain th ings that matter because our people 
say : When a bad th ing happens all the time 
it becomes a routine. Aruru ala gbaa aro 
ohuLu ome n 'ala. If we leave them to park 
the veh icles there, by the time another 
House w i II commence and call them to 
order, they w ill capital ize on it and wou ld 
say : after all the other House did not say 
anything; the Government did not say 
anything; w hy are you distu rbing us now. 
So, we have to really stand on our feet and 
ask them to decongest that road. They have 
no altemative; they have no opt ion . That 
road is not part of the ir registered premises 
and they shoul d not use it. They can only 
use it when it cannot inconvenience the 
people . Once it causes inconveniences, they 
shou ld be called to order. I do not be lieve 
that anybody who has pClssed through that 
road would not apprec iate what this Motion 
is talk ing about. I sincerely suppoii this 
Motion and urge my Colleagues to equally 
lend their suppOii. Thank yo u, very much. 

Deputy Speaker (JV!r Atigwe). Thank 
yo u, M r Speaker. I am on my .feet to support 
this Motion. I was there and I saw things for 
myself. This Motion, though tirnely is being 
treated at the wrong pos ition . Mr Speaker, 
A ma Breweries as we have heard from all 
angles is for this State and fo r the who le 
nat ion. Th is is because it serves us; and 
other people from outs ide the country come 
there fo r trad ing. The congestion of the road 
is not caused by Ama Breweries' lorri es or 
vehic les . We have road SClfety Comm iss ion 
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w ho tClkes ca re of our roads . By the time 

they take care of the road, the veh icles will 
move about thi rty kilometers from the road . 
So, the Motion should be directed to the 
Comm iss ion not Ama Breweries, hec<wse 
we saw their parki ng space . rl1ey have 
suffic ient parki ng space fo r those who meet 
their resident time. They are not li ab le for 
the vehicl es that park outs ide the park . I was 
there, if one goes there he w i II see the 
parking space for the vehicle tbat meet the 
res ident t ime. They told us that those who 
are there are on their own and not for them. 
Because ClA:er load ing people come out there 
and park along the road . Anything can 
happen there and they have contacted the 
police for that. (Jnte.'ntp'tions). 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North) : 
Information ' M r Speaker, my informat ion is 
that during our last meet ing the Report of 
House Comm ittee that v isited Ama Brewery 
led by hon . Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) did 
te ll us, as pa rt of the ir fi ndi ngs, that the 
Loading Bay is not spacious enough. I 
remember viv idly that they asked him 
quest ions more than two t imes to disown 
that Repo1t; he never did that so, he cannot 
te ll us today that thei r Loading Bay is 
suf fici ent. It w ill be misinfcmning this House 
and try ing to mislead us. Thank you . 

Mr Speaker: I bel ieve that before us is a 
Motion; let us equal ly agree that th is Motion 
came up somet ime last week or thi s week 
and the hon . Member fo r Udi North (Mr 
Njeze) raised up an issue that AmCl 
Breweries Pic has a load ing bay. It was for 
the sake of that that we clec iclecl to clefel this 
Motion and we then mandated the House 
Comm ittee on Lands, Housing, Wo1ks ilncl 
Transpo1·t to visit the place Clnd report back 
to th is House. Thi s was perfectly done. 
When we read the Report we discovered that 
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The major functions of this honourab le 
House is to carry out those functions that 
will enhance the good governance of Enugu 
State. We will also believe that the 
democratic dividend that resulted to the 
establishment of this Ama Breweries are 
very much enormous as elucidated in the 
funct ion . One would not continue to talk 
about economic values, social values and the 
other values assoc iated with this 
establishment. 

Mr Speaker, I believe that ~he Mot1on is 
part icularly ta lking about decongesting the 
Amaeke, Ngwo-Eke-Oghe road . I wish to 
make it clear that this road is the major road 
leading to the greater Ezeagu Local 
Government and th is is the major road that 
is tarred that can now connect both old 
great·er Ezeagu and the rest of the Enugu 
State. It is better for one to go to that place 
and see what is happening. 

This congestion if not curtail ed this time 
around and if it is allowed to extend to 
December, would be more difficult for us. 

So, Mr Speaker and hon . Colleagues, 
am call ing on yo u to see the effect of this 
congestio n on our people and on the road. 
The users of the road wi II value it more if 
there is free flow of traft1c along this 
particular road. 

This is the junction adjacent to tl:e main 
road leading from ninth mile to Nsukka. We 
know that this honourable House, early last 
year or towards the end of last year through 
a Motion brought by the forme r Speaker, 
(Right hon. Enebe) was able to call on the 
Chief Execut ive of Udi Local Government 
to decongest ninth Mile and it was 
successfully done. So, Mr Speaker, I use this 
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singular opportunity offered to us by this 
Motion ·to call on my Colleagues to do 
justice to this Motion by allowing it to be 
passed and then by allow ing it to be 
implemented because by thi s we must have 
extended the oversight functions required or 
us by law in service to our peopie. 

Mr Speaker, it is in view of this that I 
honourably plead with my Coll eagues to 
allow this Motion to sail through. Thsnk 
you, Mr Speaker. · 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): M1· 
Speaker, I have risen to support thi s Motion. 
The need to decongest the J\maeke/Ngwo 
road cannot be overemphas ized . The Ama 
Green Field has come to stay. fl is a 
Company, I believe, will last for many years. 
Now that they are starting, it is proper to put 
things in order. They have acqui1·ed the land 
and have invested a lot of money in the 
Company. Whatever they do from 
production to final saie of their product 
shou ld be carried out within their premises. 
It is just like ANAMMCO. If they litter the 
road to Airport with vehicles that are waiting 
from panel beating or repairs, they have to 
be held responsible for any outcom e. This is 
exactly what I mean. I believe that a 
Company as big as that cannot be ignorant of 
the inconvenience they are L<"<us ing to the 
people who make use of that road. There is 
therefore the need for them to construct an 
additional parking lot for those lorries . In 
doing so, they will be able to create enough 
space for vehicl es that ply that road. What if 
tomorrow another Company acquires land 
after their own and may be, they are 
producing vegetable oil or cement and 
lorries that come to pick the ir products 
continue in that manner; it means they wi II 
get to Oghe, that is the impli cation. Sc, they 
have to confine themselves to their premises . 
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there was no prayer or they did not ask for 
anything. So, we then said : okay we made 
our vari ous inputs and directed the Mover of 
the Motion to pick up the Repor1 and build 
up something that should be coherent with 
the Motion and bri ng up to the House agai n. 
I do remember too that when the Deputy 
Speaker was speaking he was trying to 
derail. I then call ed him and to ld him that he 
led the delegation and if he felt that he was 
not comfortable with the Rep01i, he should 
withdraw it, but that was not dor1e. 

The argument is not whether Ama 
Breweries is an advantage to Enugu State of 
Nigeria. The argument is whether or not 
Ama Breweries has a loading bay, which we 
agreed they have, based on the information 
from the Committee. The peop le who 
represented th is House including the hon. 
Deputy Speaker, agreed that Ama Breweries 
has a loading bay but not spacious enough to 
accommodate all the trucks. It was on that 
no te that we said that instead of saying that 
they shou ld provide a loading bay we should 
now say that they should ensu re that the 
people should make use of the loading bay 
which has been provided by the Brewery. 
But I am surprised th is morn ing that the 
Deputy Speaker is telling us a different 
story. However, this is democracy; he is 
entitled to hi s opini on . . .. (Interruptions). 

An hon . Member: The Deputy Speaker 
die! not sign that Report. (Jnterruptions) 

Mr Speaker: The Repori was not signed 
by the hon. Deputy Speake r (Mr Atigwe) and 
I asked him to withdraw it and he refused. 
He did not withd raw it. He would have 
disowned it; he would have said his own 
point that clay. He was there and when we 
wanted to adopt the Report by the 
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Com mittee, the re was no di ssenting voice or 
vo ices, ana the Report was adopted . 

So, please let us not derail. In a Motion or 
any argument we have oppose rs and 
proposers or supporters . If the hon . Deputy 
Speaker (Mr Atigwe) · wants to nppose the 
Motion, he should wait for the right time to 
talk. But as far as J am concerned th is is the 
period where I want to hear from those who 
are actually supporting the Motion . The hon. 
Deputy Speaker should please relax. When it 
is time fo r the oppos ing side he can then 
talk, please. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) : fV!r 
Speaker, please, l am not arguing with you. I 
have a legislati ve right to speak. I want to 
put my house in order, l am not against the 
Motion .... (Interrup tions) . 

Mr Speal<er: The Deputy Speaker, 
should li sten; I am not against his putting his 
house in order but this is not the tim e for him 
to speak .. .. (Interruptions). 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speake r·, I am not 
oppos ing the Motion . 

Mr Speaker: You are oppos ing it. 

Deputy Speal<er: I am not opposing it. 
want to arrange my house properly. Mr 
Speaker, you are aware I am not a Member 
of the Committee, I did not read the Report 
and I have no right to withd raw it but thi s is 
democracy I have to make my own 
contri bution. 

Mr Spea ker: Not Not The hon . Deputy 
Speaker should understand that all of us are 
mature and when we are talking we shoul d 
be very serious. He led a delegation to the 
place; he has all the right on that day to say 

-----
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that w hat the Chairman signed was wrong; 
he has ail the time on that day to say that 
w hat the Chairman signed or what was read 
befo1·e the House was wrong, and on that 
busis we wo uld have w ithdrawn it or he 
wo uld have declined; but having allowec! us 
to adopt that Report and fo r him to start 
telling us now that he is n o~ the author, 
sounds ridicu lous and unbelievable . 

Deputy Speal<er: Mr Speaker, the 
Secretary to the Committee is here although 
he has no ri ght to com e up here and :> pea k. I 
would have w ithdrawn the Repo1i; J IC'cl the 
delegat ion but he did not show me the 
Report and because we are practicing 
democracy I have all th e tim e in the world to 
explain mysel f here before thi s honourable 
House. (Inte rrup tiom) 

IVIr ~peal<er : The hon . Deputy Speaker 
should please excuse me; he cannot be 
tu lking against tl 1e Rep01i while he is part of 
the Members that adopted the Report. 
(lnterrup tiom). 

Deputy LPader (Mr Anibve): And he 
never opposed it. 

IVIr Speaker: And he never said that he 
does not want the Report to be adopted. 
Somebody moved that we should adopt the 
Report and somebody seconded it and if he 
had wanted to oppose it what he would have 
clone when I put the Question was to oppose 
it. And if he had a large number, he could 
even call fo r div ision; if hi s side won, that is 
okay . But he d id not oppose it f rom the 
beginn ing tili today . What is he oppos ing? 
What he is opposing is wrong because we 
have passed that stage. We have adopted the 
Repo rt. We are taiki ng of this Motion today; 
we are no longer talking <1bo ut the Report. 
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So, if he has anything to talk about the 
Motion, lie should do it and not the Report. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo) Inform ation! Mr 
Speaker, Si r, I w ish to say rhat the Deputy 
Speaker (Mr Atigwe) should be allowed to 
exhaust himself. In the first instance, he has 
not told anybody that he wan ts to oppose the 
Motion nor is he opposing the Motion but 
somebody can say one or two things to lay 
the foundation of what he wants to say. He 
has not come up openly to say Jhat he wants 
to oppose the Motion. It is my belief 
(Tnterruptiom) 

lVI r Speaker: Order I Excuse me. .. . 
(Interruptions) . 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, let me fini sh 
up . .. (Interruptions) 

Mr Speal<er: Order l The Ch ief Whip 
shou ld sit clown. Why I have decided to 
interrupt him is because he said that Ama 
Breweries has sufficient ioading bay but he 
got up now and he is saying that the load ing 
bay is not suffic ient enough so w hich one are 
we argu ing? 

Deputy Speaker: M r Speaker, Sir, I was 
laying emphas is on what was in the Report. 
lf you br ing the Verbatim Report of our last 
sitting, yD u w ill observe w hat 1 said during 
ou r sitting. You did not allow me to express 
myself very wel l. (Tnlerruplions) . 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu North ) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, for purposes of clar ity on the 
issues or discussion, one should oppose or 
suppo1i the ideas. It is necessary that one 
should stand up to say I hc,ve risen to 
suppori or to oppose. So the House would 
like to know if the -Deputy Speaker is 
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suppo1iing or opposing. He cannot just stand 
to ta lk without focus. 

M r Speaker: I have said it before that if 
there is a Motion on the Floor of the House, 
we have to take side; it is eithe r one is 
supporting or opposing the Motion . This is 
why I said that if the Deputy Speaker (Mr 
Atigvve) feels like givmg the House 
information which will make the -Report to 
be more useful , he can come up with .such 
arguments . It wil l also add to what we must 
have heard from those in support of the 
Motion. I do not intend to stop him from 
talking. By the time every hon. Member 
must have spoken, there may be the need for 
the House not to allow the Motion to sail 
th rough. There are still lots ofhon . Members 
who will like to talk on the Motion and I 
want the House to allow my hon . Co ll eagues 
to talk either to oppose or to suppo1i the 
Motion. There is no need fo r the Deputy 
Speaker (Mr Atigwe) to say that he wants to 
give the House elaborate repon of what he 
saw on that day and yet he sa id that he is not 
opposing the Mot ion and · that he is 
support ing it. So please let us know what we 
are doing. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. When I staiied my speech, I 
wanted to speak on the Motion and you 
allowed me. As long as you allow me to 
speak, you should not disturb me again. I 
want to speak on the Motion and I will still 
make my po in ts. 

Mr Speaker: The Deputy Speaker 
should go on but he has just two minutes 
left . (Prolonged laughter). 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. Like ! said they invited all of us to 
the Brewery. I said , that they do not have 
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sufficient parking space. I have told the 
House that the Ama Brewery should not be 
blamed in th is matter. Let us address this 
Motion to either the Road Safety 
Commission, the law enforcement agents, oi· 
the Local Government Authorities . This is 
my own opinion Oil the Motion. So let the 
House direct this Motion to the real peop le 
that are concerned. (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: '.Vh?-t the Deputy Speaker 
is saying is clear - that Ama Brewery has 
Load ing Bay, or Parking Bay, which as far 
as I am concerned is not sufficient; that the 
cause of the congestion at that road is not 
caused by Ama Brewery. It is caused by 
passers-by or by customers. He said that we 
should direct this Motion to other 
Authorit ies. This is why I eli ffer at times. I 
believe that the House does not want to 
black-mail Ama Brewery. If one is not 
comfortable with the prayers, one would 
have moved a Motion for the inclusion of 
some of one's suggest ions into the already 
t'XJStlllg prayers. It is simpler than go ing 
round and round. If he feels that the House 
has not included the Road Safety and the 
Police he can include that. Prayer three says 
plus the Chairman of the Local Government 
wh ich he had mentioned . What I expected 
from him was that s ince the House was no 
longer saying that they do not have sufficient 
Loading Bay, then let us have some of the 
points 1·aised as pa1i of the Prayers, which 
could not have been of any argument. Now, 
if the Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) actual ly 
wants this Motion to sail through, we can 
now request him to fo rm ally rnove a Motion 
fo r the inc lusion of whatever he wants to 
include. If it is the opinion or the House that 
they be incluclecl, fine and good . I want the 
House to make progress, please. 
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Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, Sir. As I am speaking now, I do not 
have the Motion before me. Since, I do not 
have i t, we are going to inake progress. The 
Motion be longs to the State. Even if I do not 
have the Motion, we have to allow it sail 
through. What I am saying is that let us 
leave Ama Brewery alone and talk about the 
Road Safety and the Pol ice, because the 
Local Government Authorities have already 
been included in the Motion. We should also 
include that w ith in their 1·esident time, that 
all the veh icles involved should be rnoved 
into the premises of Ama Brewery as it w ill 
help to decongest the road. 

M r Speaker: Let me ask the Deputy 
Speaker some questions : Assu ming we have 
a canteen here and lots of people come to 
this canteen to have thei1· meal. During the 
lunch t ime the entrance of the House at 
Okpara Square is blocked. If somebody 
wants to talk to those people that parked 
their vehicles who will they refer to? Is it 
not the House of Assembly or the hon. 
Members of the House that they will be 
called upon to assist them because the 
customers are blocking the road . Do they go 
to look for another Authority to clear the 
road? 

Deputy Speake~" : Mr Speaker, Sir, l 
understand. I am on my feet, I w i II answer 
the question by myself. 

Mr A. Ch igbo (Uzo Uwan i) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, you cited an examp le and I am 
ask ing: Is that road owned by House of 
Assemb ly or by State Government? That 
road is owned by a local government in the 
State and not Ama Brewery and that is why 
the Pol ice and Federal Road Safety 
Commiss ion should come in . 
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Mr Speaker: One cannot separ<1te that 
part icurar point from Ama Brewery and the 
local government. There is no way. Two of 
them go hand in hand. It is a road that 
be longs to everybody; but because it is 
situated at that place and because those 
peop le who are blocking the road are 
customers, we have the ri ght to say : please. 
park well, do not block the road They h<1ve 
the right to do that. There is no I wo ways 
about it. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, may I 
move that the Pol ice <1ncl the Peel era I R.oad 
S<1fety Comm ission be inclucl ecl in the 
Motion to help decongest the road. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Point of 
Order. 

Several hon. Members : Order what? 

Mr Enebe: Order No. 25. This is a 
Motion on notice. You should ask for the 
leave ofthe House. 

Mr Speaker: It is a Motion on Notice. 
For one to move a Motion, one shou ld seek 
for the leave of the House to suspend 01-cler 
No. 25 to enable him mo ve the Motion in 
line w ith Order No. 25. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Spe<1ker, Sir, a 
Motion has been moved and we are try ing to 
make amendment on it. 

Mr Speaker: If one vvani'S to talk one 
should obtain permission and talk . I do not 
want side-talks or somebody 10 sitt ing clown 
and say ing is a lie. If one wants to talk either 
on point of information or observ<1 ti on, one 
can do that. The hon . Member for Enugu 
North (Mr Onoh) should please sit clown I do 
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not want us to have any quarrel th is 
morning. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Ord er 
No. 25 says that Notice shall not be 
dispensed with in the case of a ·Motion or in 
respect of any olher proceeding for which 
notice is required except with the consent of 
Mr Speaker and the general assent of the 
Members present. The amendment is within 
the Motion already moved by the 
Gentleman . 

Mr Speaker: No. The Motion we are 
discuss ing is Motion on Notice and the 
amendment should come on notice. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, m(ly I 
seek the leave of the House to enable me 
move a Motion for amendment accordingly. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I stand to 
secoqd the Mot ion. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to pray that the Police and the Federal Road 
Safety Commission be included in the 
prayer of the Mover of the Motion. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to re-direct the 
hon. Deputy Speaker to given us a Motion. 

Deputy Speaker: I said I am praying. 

Mr Enebe: No. The Deputy Speaker said 
he sought the leave of the House and we 
all owed him. He should now move a 
Motion. 

Deputy Speaker: 
Speake 1·, for trying 

Thank yo u, Mr 
to protect me. 
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(Laughte1) . Mr Speaker, may I now move 
the Motion that we include the Pol ice and 
the Road Safety Commiss ion to help in the 
decongestion of Amaeke Ngwo/Eke-Oghe 
Road . That is my prayer. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwan i): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I ri se to second the Mot ion 
moved by the Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) . 
Thank yo u. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Speaker: Is the Deputy Speaker 
through now? 

Deputy Speaker: That is what I want. I 
am not against the Motion. But Ama shou ld 
not be there. Remove Ama (Laughte1) 

Mr Speaker: But is the Deputy Speaker 
sat isfied with the other Prayers? 
(Interruptions) . 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo) Mr Speaker, I 
rise to support the Motion before the House. 
I need not to emphasis the im portance of 
decongest ing Amaeke Ngwo/Eke-Oghe 
Road that has been congested in view of 
traile rs seeking to off-load and load the 
products be longing to Ama Breweries. But 
in do ing that I reall y have to bring the 
attention -of th is House to the fact that the 
content of the Prayers , and the substa nce of 
the Motion itself are misleading. If you look 
closely at Prayers No. 1 and No . 2, you ca n 
:,ce that Prayer No. I, said that the 
management of Nigeria Breweries Plc 
Enugu, should ensure that all trailers are 
parked into the Company's Loading Bay 
Praye r No . 2 now sa id: that the company 
should construct a new loading park to make 
up for the short fall in her existing Loading 
Bay Meanwhil e 1he caption of the entire 
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Bi II is to decongest Amaeke Ngwo/Eke 
Oghe Road. You see that the Mover of the 
Motion fa il ed to understand, and even fa il ed 
to apprec iate what the Repo rt of the 
Comm ittee is try ing to say. The Report of 
the Committee said that the Ama Breweries 
has a Load ing Bay, but it is not enough. No 
matter how spacious the parking bay might 
be, there is no way it could conta in all the 
vehic.les. In other words, it hr>s hot so lved 
the problem of decongestion . The load ing ur 
parking bay is specifically meil!lt fo r trai lers 
or vehi cles com ing in to stay on ad-hoc 
bas is. So there is no way the place cou ld be 
made as a ga rage where one cou ld then go 
and park all the vehicles . So it is my view 
that Prayers Nos . I, 2 have not in anywhere 
supported the decongestion of the Load ing 
Bay that we are pray ing fo r. Now .. . 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North) : 
Information, Mr Speaker. What the Prayers 
wa nt to do is to bring all the stakeholders 
into focus . The Ama Breweries should be 
one of the stakeho lders, in conjunction with 
the Local Govern ment, the Pol ice and the 
Road Safety . I do not l>11ow what we are 
trying to protect. Ama Brewe ri es is the 
pri nci pal stakeholder. So if we invo lve the 
Pol ice, why shoul d they not do it. The PRO 
of Amc:t Brewe ries was once in the fo rce but 
now a Directo r. 

He even told us that some transporte rs 
are trying to build thei r own parks wh ich 
means that they are appreciat ing the point 
that is there. They have appreciated it. By 
the time this Motion is passed you wil l then 
know that it is a pub lic concern . The Pol ice 
will come back and tell you that Ama 
Breweri es do not have a Loading Bay. 

Deputy Leader: Further Info rm ation . 
Mr Speaker. We be l1eve that we are he re to 

- - --
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carry out our respons ibility of ensur ing good 
governa1ice. My po int of view is that it is the 
chain of reaction of the activities go ing on at 
Am a Breweries that is the major result of the 
congest ion . We shou ld continue to ask 
ourselves whether this Motion was ever 
dreamt of before the commencement of work 
at Ama Breweries. You cannot separate a 
father and a child . The activities of Ama 
Breweries led to the congestion at this 
particular point in time. Why are you now 
say ing that the Ama Breweries has no 
relationship whatsoever with the congest ion . 
It is a total fa llacy. If you refe r to the 
Comm ittee 's recommendat ions . . . . 

Chief Whip: Point of Order I 

Deputy Leader: Order n u mb~r what? 

Chief Wh ip: Order No. 26 ( I I) . 

Mr Speaker, the Order is stressing that a 
Member who has already spoke11, should not 
be all owed to speak fo r the second time . 
Somebody can just erroneous ly hide unde r 
the canopy of Point of Information to react 
to the speech meant by a different person. 
Perhaps it is not in lin e with the·whole thing. 
That is wrong. A nrl I was not (;Xpecting you 
to have to lerated that. 

Mr SjJeaku: The po in t of Order raised 
by the Ch ief Whip is uphe ld .... 

Deputy Leader: No! You cnn not uphold 
it. There is no provision for such . No! Noll 

M r Speaker: The Deputy Leader should 
excuse me . (Interruptiom). 

Dep uty Leader: As a co-sponsor of the 
Motion, I can clarify at any point in time. 
Therefore, I talk under point olclorificolion. 
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There is no way you can tell me that. I have 
a right to point out any clarification. 

Mr Speaker: My problem is that the 
Order should not be upheld. That is what I 
am saying. There is an Order and the Order 
is wrong. So you should declare it wrong. 
As a co-sponsor of the Motion I can give 
any clarification at any point in time. 
(Interruptions). 

Chief Wh ip: Mr Speaker, may you ask 
the Deputy Leader to withdraw the word 
fallacy used before this honourable House. 

Deputy Leader: It is a fallacy. 

Deputy Speaker: It is okay. Are you not 
the Deputy Leader. 

Deputy Leader: That did what? 

Deputy Speaker: Cool down, please. 

Deputy Leader: I cannot cool down. 
They said that I cannot speak again in this 
Motion. It is not true. 

Mr Spea ker: The Deputy Leader should 
please excuse me. Since he is a co-sponsor 
of a Motion he is not expected to be 
recognized for the second time 
(Interruptions) . 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, we are 
talking of Information and clarification, and 
you are upholding a wrong Order. 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me. The Deputy 
Leader is the co-mover of the Motion. I 
agree . He has the r ight to 1·eply when he is 
given a chance, but not when he is not 
recognized . I do not like it. (Interruptions) . 

9
~~ 
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Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, I ha ve the 
right of point of Order any time. Do not tell 
me that. 

An hon . Member: Po int of Information. 

Mr Speaker: ( do not want any 
information . The Chief Whip should go on 
to speak. 

Chief Whip (Mr. Odo) Mr Speaker, l 
have earlier on requested that we restrict the 
use of foul languages in th is honourable 
House. For somebody to stand up and say 
that we are talk ing fallacy is unfair. Mr 
Speaker, that is incorrect before the 
honourable House. The hon . Deputy Lender 
should withdraw that word. (In terruptions) . 
He does not know w hat fallacy means. That 
is false reasoning. We were bringing him to 
meier and he cou ld not listen . He does not 
know the content of what he has sa id. 

Mr Speaker: Order l Orcle r ll Honourable 
Colleagues, I think the problem we have is 
that when somebody is corrected, he feels 
that he knows more than every othe r person. 
We are just here learning whether or not we 
have stayed for 10 or 20 years . Nobody 
knows more than the other. During a debate, 
I sincerely beli eve in a superior argument. 

As a Sponsor of a Motion, the Rule is 
clear, he has the right to rep ly. 1 am not 
saying that the hon. Deputy Leader (Mr 
Anikwe) has no right to reply. J am saying 
that not when one is speak ing, and he 
(Deputy Leade1) feels that he is not 
supporting him very well, he will repl y. 
When an hon. Member stands up to talk, he 
will reply . It makes nonsense or the whole 
thing. 
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In fact, there must be decorum no matter 
how somebody feels. After all witho ut 
anybody support ing this Motion, it cannot 
sail through . When the hon. Member for 
A wgu North (Mr Enebe) stood up to speak, 
he said that he was not oppos ing, but that he 
stood up to support. There is only two things 
on which he addressed the House, and what 
he sa id is correct. There is no way we can 
separate the Ama Brewery from the road , 
and there is no way we can separate the road 
from the Ama Brewery. When 1 said th is, 
the hon. Deputy Leader jumped up to 
address the House aga in , only to start saying 
that somebody is talking fallacy . That is 
very very unfair, we are not fighting here; 
we are bmthers . So, the hon . Deputy Leader 
may now withdraw that word fallacy. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, I have a 
reason for saying it. 

Chief Whip : Mr Speaker, may you 
all ow me to reply him. Let him not 
withd!·aw it (lnrerruptions). Mr Speaker, if 
he refuses to withdraw, let me give it back to 
hi Ill. 

Mr Speal<er: Order' Order' ' No . The 
Chief Whip should not reply. May the 
Deputy Leader withdraw that word. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, if 
somebody makes a statement that is false, it 
is fallac ious . So, I stand by it. I cannot 
withdraw it. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, question plea~e' 
Mr Speake r, like you ri ghtly po int"d out 
earli er, we are here to learn. Nobody is an 
expert, so to say. Perhaps the need to 
withdraw this word follacy may be 
necessary; but my question is the use of 
language at this point in time may help us. I 
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am aware of those who bel ievc that fallocy 
means i·ubbish. 

Mr Speaker: Order' The hon. Member 
for Awgu North should tell me what ruhhish 
means. If somebody ·says that someone 1s 
talking ruhbish what does he mean? 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, w<:: are ta lking 
about fallacy. 

Mr Speake1·: But I am ask ing, if 
somebody says that someone is talking 
rubbish, what does he mean? 

Deputy Leader: It means that the person 
is talkingjazz (Laughte1) . 

Mr Speaker: But that is a very good 
word, but nobody likes it. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, what I am 
saying is that if fallacy means unrrue, it is a 
non- issue; we ignore it, but if it means 
someth ing else that is more than untrue 
perhaps it may be good for the hon. Deputy 
Leader to withdraw it. So, I do not know if 
anybody has a dictiona ry here; it could help 
us. We cannot just say withdra.w; by the time 
we look at the actual meaning ofja/lacy, he 
himself may apprec iate it, and find it 
convenient to stand up and say : J withdraw 
it, but if you do not know the meaning of the 
word I used in public and ask me to 
withdraw it, I cannot do that. 

Mr Speaker; Can anyone tell us the 
actual meaning of .fallocy:) If not, can we 
now have a dictio:1ary? 

Mr J.U. Onoh (Enugu No 1·th) : On 
Observation' Mr Speaker, I am trying to 
gu ide us on the reason the hon. Deputy 
Leader used that worcl.fallacious, as regards 

,} 
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to the point of order raised by the hon. Chief 
Whip (Mr Odo) . He raised Order No. 26( 11 ) 
which says: 

Except when the House be in 
Committee, no Member shall speak 
more than once on any pro-position 
before the House except in 
explanation if the Member then 
addressing the House chooses to 
give way or to a point of order or, in 
the case of the mover of a 
substantive Motion or of an order of 
the day, in reply, but any Member 
may second a Motion or amendment 
without prejudice to his right to 
speak at a later period of the debate 
if he does so formally by saying "! 
beg to second". 

The statement made by the Chief Whip 
should have sa id that some ri se in the gu ise 
of Point of Order or informat ion. The Chief 
Whip would have quoted Order 26(12): 

A Member may rise to a point of 
info rmation or explanation on a 
previous statement made by a 
Jv!ember; and then attach the 
statements he made. 

Mr Speal<er: I have not li stened to the 
l-Ion. Member for Enugu North (lvfr Onoh). 

Mr Onoh : Mr Speaker, the Point of 
Order raised by the Chief Whip was not 
correct, because Order 26(11) and 26( 12) 
are not the same. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, the hon . 
Member for Enugu NOJih rose on Point of 
Information, and it is in the Rule. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, let 
us hear the meaning of ~fallacy ', it wil l 
guid e us. 
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Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, whi le 
looking fo r the meaning of fallacy, let us 
show the good relationship ex isting between 
the hon . Chi ef Wh ip and I. If ever I had used 
the word .fallacious on him , I stand to 
withdraw it. 

Mr Speaker: Orclerll Honou rab le 
Coll eagues, for the fact that the hon . Deputy 
Leader has withdrawn the word , let us make 
progress. So, there ·is no need consu lting the 
dictionary. 

Chief Whip : Mr Speaker, wh il e 
commending the hon. Deputy Leader for 
withdraw ing the word fallacious, may I 
conti nue my contribut ion. 

Mr Speaker, I had earlier indi cated that I 
am giving my support to the Moti on. I am 
not comfortable with prayers Nos . I, 2, and I 
just need some I ittle amendment to prayer 
one. The prayer seeks to assume that the 
moment the loading bay is expanded, the 
problem of the congestion wi II wither away 
wh ich is not the posit ion . The position is that 
loading bay wi ll be of ass istance as to 
accommodate vehicles loading drinks from 
the very prem ises of Ama Breweries. Also 
efforts have to be made to decongest that 
road . In as much as Ama Brewe ri es has 
some commitments on the road, they do not 
have sol e responsibility to decongest the 
road . Some other agencies may come 111. 

(Interrupt ions) . 

Mr Speaker: So what the Chief Wh ip is 
sayi ng is that prayer one is not just an end in 
itse lf but it is a mea ns to an encl . 

ChiefWhip : Yes . 

Mr Speaker: Okay. 



1873 
£nugu State House of !lssemb(v De bales 

26 August, 2004 1874 

Chief Whip: So, I am now talking of 
prayer No. 2 where it says that they should 
construct a new loading bay . Even if they 
construct a new loading park that can 
accommodate two thousand veh icles a time, 
i t would not so lve the problem because by 
the time the customers and marketers 
increase they wi l l sta1i to construct a new 
loading bay. But now I want to seek to read 
Order No. 25 . . . (Interruptiom) . 

Mr Speaker: Please, let me come in. 
be lieve that hav ing incl uclecl thi s prayer by 
hon. Leader (Mr Anichukwu) that prayer one 
should remain as it is, since we have now 
inc luded the Pol ice and the Road Safety. 
Even if they continue to expand the ir 
production and the customers increased, the 
last prayer means that the Pol ice and the 
Road Safety can still do their work. 

Ch ief Whip: I can agree w ith you but 
my quarrel In prayer No. 2 is that 
constructing new loading bay cannot so lve 
any prob lem and now the Enugu State 
Waste Management Authority wi II be 
commencing their duties by Saturday, and 
nobody has said any th ing on that regard . 
And whether you like it or not the clearing 
of vehicles is an enviroi~mental issue and 
these people are going to cornmence Lileir 
work and I am aware that they are go ing to 
inaugurate at least twenty people per local 
govemment by Friday. So these people have 
a job to do so as to reall y assist the Ama 
B1·eweries in the decongestion. If , fo r 
instance, we approve of this prayer No. 2 
and say that we now urge them to construct 
a new load ing bay to make up for the sho ii­
fa ll in her ex ist ing load ing bay, i t w ill not 
so lve the prob lem. 
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So, may I seek to be in agreement w ith 
Order No. 25 so as to make amendment. The 
amendment reads thus for those who may 
w ish to oppose or support: 

771a1 Enugu State Solid Was te 
Management be mandated to 
decongest Amaeke Ngwo/Eke Oghe 
Road by ensuring that all trailers 
are not parked along the Express­
way. 

Th is w ill assist us considering the l<lct 
that the terms give 11 in the Enugu State So lid 
Waste Management Bill w hich we have just 
passed, will be a challenge to their job. 
(Interruptions) 

Mt· Speaker: Okay. I st ill feel th<lt the 
amendment or add it ional p1·ayer of the hon. 
Chief Wh ip is very correct but that has not 
affected the prayer No. I but I shall put that 
one. 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu North) : I stand to 
second the Motion moved by the Ch ief Whip 
(Mr Odo). 

Question put cmd agreed to. 

Mr Enebe: Inform at ion! Mr Speaker, I 
want to talk of point of information or point 
of Order. It w i II help us . I am one of those 
w ho beli eve that if we have a problem today, 
it could be endangered tomorrow. 

Acco rding to our Rule 26( 12) it says: 
A Member may rise lo a point of' 
information or explanation on a 
previous statement mude /;y a 
Member. 

It is in ou r Rule. The point of information 
or point of Order should not be rul ed out 
completely because if somebody stands up 

u 
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and makes a mistake to say that today is 
Friday, a Member may stand up to correct 
him and say that today is Thursday and not 
Fr iday. It is very important to raise point of 
Order or point of Inform ation to remind 
such a person who makes such mistake. 
Thank you. 

Deputy Speal<er (Jvfr Atigwe) Mr 
Speaker, I want to be protected by Rule 
26( 13). It says : 

A member who has spoken to a 
question may again be heard to 
offer explanation of some material 
part of his speech which has been 
misunderstood; hut he must not 
introduce new matter. 

M1· Speaker the point I am making is that 
I said that there is sufficient loading bay in 
Am a Breweries ... (Interruptions) 

M r Speaker: Order I Excuse me, the 
hon . Deputy Speaker may vote against the 
Motion when we put this Question . He 
shou ld have given us the sufficient 
info rmat ion he is g1v1ng now. The 
Committee would have completed action on 
this matter. It is te lling us that they have 
sufficient loading bay and some are saying 
that the i1· loading bay is not suffici ent 
enough. We heard you ve ry well and when 
we started putting a Quest ion on the Rep01i 
yo u got up and supported the prayer; yo u did 
not say you rej ect the praye1·. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank yo u Mr 
Speake r. My reason, even Ch rist Himse lf 
to ld Hi s Disciples to pray. and when the 
Disciples sta1ied to pray and fell asleep, 
Ch ri st sa id : wake-up and pray so as not 
enter into temptation, that is when Christ 
saw that they were sleep ing. 
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Mr Speal<er: Okay 

Mr M.N. Onyeze (Igboeze North 1) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I stand to suppo1i the issues. 
The intent of the Mover of this Motion is 
very clear. And it is something that is 
affect ing some people; it may not be 
affecting all of us . But it is something that 
the road is being closed by the influx of 
these vehicles . So the. intention is ve ry, ve ry 
clear and if thi s Motion is passed, nobody is 
go ing to lose anyth ing because it will help us 
to make those people work we ll. 

Once there is an industry there mu st be 
an externality side effect. And it is the duty 
of that industry to take care of the side 
effect. how it affects the entire society . .Ju st 
as some other speakers have pointed out. it is 
an environmental problem. It is now 
affecting all of us whether or not you stay 
there. 

Mr Speaker, I support this Motion 
because we accepted the Report. Page one, 
paragraph one did state by the Committee 
that the Loading Bay is not suffi cient. 
Therefore, there is no thing wro ng in 
requiring those people to expand their 
Load ing Bay. If we pass thi s Motion in 
combining praye rs No. 1 and No . 2, it is just 
to make the road decongested whether they 
are hav ing a new outfit or traffic vvard en or 
equip1~1e nt just as you have in many 
compan ies . As a matte1· of fact, police and 
other exte rnal forces should be the la sl 
resort. If we go and involve po li ce and all 
the othe 1· exte rnal forces without first of all 
throwing the chall enge to the com pany, we 
are running away from the problem. It is the 
company that will now say, go out and catch 
any driver that blocks the road . They ca n do 
it; that is why we have to 1·ead the Report 
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along with the new Motion because they 
have not worked it at all. 

Referring to the last stage of that repOii 
also, the leader of the delegation and all the 

·Comm ittee members shou ld live up 
expectation. When we go to banks and other 
places we do actually see the men that are in 
charge of security and other matters. We 
shou ld th row the challenge first to the 
company so that if they fail, it becomes clear 
that they have failed . But 1 think this is a 
very nice challenge that they should face. 

So, Mr Speaker, I urge my hon . 
Colleagues to look at the merits of this 
Motion and the challenges being thrown to 
Ama Brewery. We are not ind icting the 
Company, so let us make progress. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
do not want to repeat what the hon. Member 
for lgboeze Notth I (Mr Onyeze) has just 
sa id. In fact, in prayers Nos. I, 2, we are not 
in any means indicting Am<! Brewery. We 
are aware that they have Loading Bay and 
we are aware they wish to h2.ve it expanded . 
We are now asking them to expand their 
Load ing Bay and good a thing we are told, 
based on the Report, that they have even 
gone ahead to ask some private transporters 
to cot1struct parks wh ich means that they are 
already aware that there is always a 
congestion there. So, l do not see the reason 
some people will be thinking that we are 
trying to pass this Motion indicting the Ama 
Brewery. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, the intention of 
this Motion is ve ry clear and l therefore 
move that the Question be put. 

Queslion, That Question be put, put and 
agreed to. 
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Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved 

I. That the Management of Nigeria 
Breweries Pic Enugu shou ld 
ensure that all trailers are parked 
into the company's Loading Bay. 

2. That the Company should 
construct a new Loading Park to 
make up for the shoti fall in her 
existing Loading Bay. 

.., 

.). 

4. 

5. 

That the Cha irman of Udi Local 
Government Area, Hon. Rev. 
Egwuonwu, should asc;ist in 
decongesting Amaeke Ngwo/Eke 
Oghe road at Nigeria Breweries 
site, Enugu . 

That the Enugu Sate Waste 
Management Authority be 
mandated to decongest the 
Amaeke Ngwo/Cke Oghe road 
by ensuring that all Trailers are 
not parked along the road. 

That the Police and the road 
Safety Commission be urged to 
ensure that the A maeke Ngwo­
Amaeke Oghe-Eke road is 
decongested accordingly. 

- -

' .. 
• .., 



I> ' e t 
1879 £imp,11 Srare Ho11se oj':lsselllh!y Debare.1· 

26 August. 200-/ 
1880 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meeting 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues we 
shall meet on the rising of th e House for a 
sho11 briefing. 

AD.JOURNMENT 

Leader (!llfr Anichukwu) M r Speaker, 
may l now move that the H ouse do now 
adjourn ti I I Tuesday 3 I" A ugusl, 2004 at I 0 
a.m. 

Mr Maduabu E. (Awgu South) : Mr 
Speaker, in seconding the Motion for 
acljoun1mcnt, Jll<J)' I use this oppo11un ity to 
thank the hon. Members of this great House 
for a job well clone on the Motion. I li ke the 
brain racking which the Motion has 
elucidated, and the way it was anchored . 

L ike some peopl e said , we are in the 
I earn ing process and we are here to give 
services to our peop le and thi s is exactly 
w hat we have clone. We cl icl not clo thi s in 
order to indict the Company 0 1· to make it 
imposs ible fm the Company to operate; 
rath er it is to see to the well-being of ou r 
peop le wh ich is what the people are 
clamouring for. Once more, I thank all the 
Members for the support given to the 
Motion . Thank you. 

93') 

Quesiion p7tl onri agreed to. 

Resolved· 

That· the House do now acl,ioum ti l l 
Tuesday 31" Augus t 2004, at I 0 a.m. 

A diourned accordingly az 1. 06 p m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE or N IGER IA 

Tuesday, 3 !''August, 2004 

(The House met ar 10 u.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(M r Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, om 
Votes and Proceedings No. 25, elated 
Thursday, 26 111 August, 2004, are before the 
House. I have gone through them, and found 
them to be correct. However, I need your 
comments . Thank you . 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to say that Prayer No. I on 
the Votes and Proceedings looks as if there is 
a littl e omi ss ion and it should read thus : -

Thur the management of Nigerian 
Breweries PLC Amu Green Field, 
Enugu, shoirld ensure that all trailers 
are parked in the cumpany 's loading 
hay 

/VIr Speaker: The Leader should note that 
if we pur are parked . . I lee! that what is 
there is correct. Is he al ri ght'/ 

If he is okay, may someone formally 
move for the adopt ion of the sa id Votes and 
Proceedings. 

/VIr D. Anih (Enugu South 1): Thank you, 
M r Speaker, Sir I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of Thu rsday, 26 111 

August, 2004 and found them to be correct. I 
the refore move for their adopt ion. Thank 
yo u, Sir. 
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Mr E.C. /VIaduabu (Awgu South) : Mr 
Speakei', Sir. I have ri sen to second the 
Motion for the adoption of the said Votes and 
Proceedings of Thursday 26 111 A ugust, 2004. 
Thank you Sir. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 26'" 
August, 2004 accordingly adopted 

NOTICE ·oF A MOTION 

Closure of Sub-Standard Private 
Nursery/Primary Schools in 

Enugu State 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I move the Motion 
standing in my name: That thi s honomable 
House do call on the State Ministry or 
Educat ion, to close dow n all exist ing sub­
standard Private Nursery/ Primary Schools in 
the State . 

Chief Whip (1\ifr E Odo) Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have ri sen to second th e Motion as 
moved by the Deputy Leader of the House 
(Mr P Anikl<Fe) . 

Deputy Leader: M r Speaket·. Honourabl e 
Colleagues, it has become pertinent at this 
point in time for an effect ive and c!Ti cien t 
educat ion foun ciat ion for ou r yo ttth s. 
Educat ion, which is a pmcess of developing 
the stupendous potential iti es latent in an 
individual through which he makes a 
qualitat ive jump into a more profound realm 
of human ex istence, is the highest inc)ustry 
for the present admini stration of Enugu State. 

Mt· Speaker, Sir, you wil l recall thnt it is 
the res ponsibility of the State Ministry or 
Education to ensur~C that qualitati ve educa tion 
is be ing imparted on our people. The bedrock 
of this qua litative educat ion is at th e 
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Nursery/Pr imary School system . An abuse of 
th is qual ity is a negation of the noble course 
6f total human emancipation, which is the 
cardinal object ive of education. 

Mr Speaker, hon . Colleagues, it is a 
known fact that what is prevalent in most of 
these pt· i vc::.te nursery/primary Schools is an 
eye-sore. A very good percentage of these 
schools are being operated ·at either car 
garages, with no windows or even 
blackboards, or in bate-hers. It is difficult to 
bel ieve that meaningful learn ing can take 
place in such environment. Learning which is 
a relatively permanent change in behaviou r 
as a result of experience or practice cannot 
occu r under this atmosphere . Mr Speaker, 
hon. Col leagues, the attitude of most of these 
propri etors/propri etresses in terms of 
soundness is better imagined than observed . 
A very good percentage of them do not 
possess bas ic education qualifications to be 
teachers not ta lk of owning and managing an 
education outfit. 

Furthermore, the exorbitant fees charged 
at these substandard schools cannot be 
undersco red by any measu re of standards. 
The cut-throat charges go a long way to 
exposing them as only bei1~5 there to exploit 
the society . 

It is i il view of the afore-said facts that I 
urge my Colleagues and this Honourable 
House to reso lve as fo ll ows : 

I. 

2. 

That this honourable House do 
call on the State Ministry of 
Education to close-down these 
substandard Private Nursery I 
Pt·imat·y Schools. 

That the State Ministry of 
Education should inspect any 
private Nurse ry I Primary schools 
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.). 

seeking approval before 
authorization . 

That the personnel to be engaged 
in such schoo ls must have the 
requis ite qualifications. 

4. That the fees in such schools 
should be cons iderate to conform 
with the poverty reducti on thrust 
of the State Government. 

Be it moveJ and it is hereby moved. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo) Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
have ri sen to second this timely Motion. The 
dangers of sub-standard primary and 
secondary schools cannot really be over­
emphasised. Th is is an era we are witnessing 
a situation where somebody who has First 
School Leaving Certificate wi II be a 
proprietor of a nursery or primary schoo l. I 
have once seen somebody who did not make 
his 0' level papers and yet, he is a proprietor 
of a secondary schoo l. And most importantl y 
the environment under which these people 
study is not something to rea ll y write home 
about. Some of them operate in car garages 
and warehouses. Some of them operate even 
under trees. The jListification for establ ish ing 
the school is not to increase the in te ll ectual 
quoti ent of the very student they are teaching; 
for them, it is a means of aileviat ing poverty 
at the expense ofthe people they are bringing 
up . 

Mr Speaker, I think at thi s time this 
honourable House s11ould rise to the 
challenges associated with t:-. is phenomenon. 
The problem as it relates to sub-standard 
primary and nursery schools should equ(\ ll y 
be attributed to the Ministry. In the first 
instance, a lot of them have been operating 
without approvals. Those w!1o were approved 
were not properly mr)lli to rccl to the extent of 
recruiting the caliber ofstarfthat are meant to 
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be working in the very places and to the 
extent. of moderating the charges that ought 
to be paid by the individual students. For 
instance, most of the primary and nursery 
schools apa11 from the exorbitant charges 
they subject the pupil s to, have equa ll y taken 
under contract to buy the educational 
materials and even un ifo rms . This ugly 
incident aside from siphon ing the economy 
of th is State, has Jed to the prcduction of 
half-baked First Schoo l Leaving Certificate 
ho lde rs and one finds out that a lot of them 
cannot favourably compete with others by 
the time they go to write Common Entrance 
Examinations thereby fumbli ng when they 
finally get into secondary schools. 

So, Mr Speaker, I th ink we shall be doing 
ourse lves and the various constituencies we 
are representing a favour if we can support 
this Motion by condemning entirely the 
concept of us ing this medium to look for 
money, or using th is forum to mah sure that 
pove11y is bei ng alleviated . 

The on ly way one can achieve this is, in 
the first instance, by trying to close down all 
sub-standard primary and nursery schools 
and as ide from clos ing it down, perhaps the 
Min istry ought to set a Special Board meant 
to oversee and look after the private primary 
and nursery and even secondary schoo ls so as 
to have a criteria th rough which they can now 
conduct exam inations for people who are 
wishing to enter into that school. What I 
mean in this sense is that the aspect of being 
a private institution shou ld be a 
nomenc latural issue but then the supervisory 
role will have to be the responsibility of the 
government. A Board shou ld be set up to 
assess the standard of the schools to know if 
it meets the environmental demands of our 
present society and also meets the academ ic 
requirements as compared to public schools. 
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Now we have condemned severally the 
high cliarges being made at private schools 
without even knowing that what happens in 
the schoo ls is something more outrageous. 
So, I think it is time we really san iti se the 
educational industry; not reall y on the pages 
of newspapers but by going into practice to 
come up with a lasting solut ion that cou ld 
make us fee l really like we are do ing 
something for the generation yet unborn. 

So, Mr Speaker, I th ink it will be in the 
interest of the entire peop le of Enugu State if 
we should give this Motion a speedy passage. 
Thank you . 

Mr Nze M. Onyeze (lgboeze NOiih) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I seek the leave of the 
House for the app lication of section 25 of the 
standing order of the House to enable me 
make some fundamental amendments in the 
Motion. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe). I stand to 
second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, :Sir, this is a 
very important Motion and l feel that the 
main Motion should include post primary 
schools after nursery, primary That is to say 
that this · honourable House do call on the 
State Jvfinistry of Education to close down all 
existing sub-standard private, nursery, 
primary and post primary schools in the 
State, and that also affects prayers one and 
two. So may I move that thi s honou rable 
House grants that the Motion now reads that: 
This honourable House do call on the State 
Ministry of Education to close down all 
existing sub-standard privote, nursery/ 
primary and post primary schools in the 
State. 
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Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): I 
second the Motion . ·· 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgboeze Not1h I): Mr 
Speaker, Si r, 1 have risen to support the 
Motion that the State Min istry of Education 
closes down all existing sub-standard private 
Nursery, Primary and Post-Prim~ry Schools 
in the State. We are aware that the education 
the ch ild receives at the early stage is very 
very fundamenta l because it is very difficult 
to bend a tree. If?, child does not have the 
opportunity of goi ng to a well regulated 
Nursery or Pri mary School, the child will 
find it difficu lt to conform with other 
conventionall y formal institutions in future . 

If one goes around, li ke the Mover of the 
Motion poi nted out, one will see that the 
environment under which thousands of 
chi ldren in the State rece ive early education 
is very very appalling. They are denied 
teaching aids and even qualified teachers. If 
they stay there for three to four years before 
go ing to a good school with good curriculum 
and qualified teachers, they will find it 
difficult to fit in there, and that is where their 
fa il ure in li fe starts . So the education of the 
child at the early stage is very very 
funda menta I. 

Fortunate ly, there is no Public School that 
one goes now that one does not see a teacher 
that will take care of ch ildren from the age of 
one to five years before they will stat1 doi ng 
their primary one. So parents shou ld be well 
informed that there is no need taking the ir 
child ren to quack schools . Just as quack 
hospita ls were closed down, we should 
encourage the Ministry of Education to close 
clown all sub-standard schoo ls. What we see 
in Olympics and other competitions is not 
learnt over-n ight. People vvho go to most o! 
these Private Schools do not have anythiil,5 to 
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do with . sports. They only learn cramming 
and how to memorize things . They do not do 
sports and they do not have facilit ies for 
anything; and you do not expect somebody 
who has never played football throughout his 
stay in pr imary school or secondary school to 
come and be Kanu Nwqnkwo when he goes to 
University to play football . People should 
learn all these things in Primary and Post­
Primary Schools. 

Like f have pointed out, j ust as the 
National University Comm ission regulates 
Private Univers ities and other educational 
institutions, there should be such Board in 
each State so that it should not be fire-brigad e 
approach, i. e. the Comm issione1· for 
Education running out from time to time to 
say close that school, and when he gets back 
to his office it ends there. There should be a 
Board that is charged with the responsibility 
of inspecting and supervising all the Private 
Schools in the State from Nursery to Post­
Primary on daily basis . They should look at 
the teachers, their cmriculum, their 
educational fac ilities and their sports 
facilities, so that any child who is sa id to be 
in school is actually rece iving real education; 
education that is whole and enti~e. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, l fee l that this Motion is 
very very timely. When we talk of fi ght ing 
pove11y without giving the children proper 
education, we might be wasting our time. 
When we are talking of sustainable 
development without giving the children 
proper education, we might be wasting out 
time. The only way to fight povet·ty and 
disease is to give the child good education at 
an early stage so that even if he drops out 
because of financia l difficulties he will find it 
easy to pick up anytime he gets the resources. 
When you talk of development without 
properly educating the children, that 
development cannot be sustained because 
sumebody might be carrying the money in his 

.J 
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bags but he might be full of ignorance in his 
own person; he cannot susta in even the 
infrastructural facilit ies that are put on 
ground by Government. 

My hon. Colleagues, I urge you to give 
this Motion the attention it deserves so that it 
wi II have easy passage. A II of us stand to 
benefit if this Motion is passed and the 
prayers are carried out by relevant Ministries. 
Thank yo u. 

Princess E. Ogbu (Udenu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, as a citizen of this State, and having 
goodwi II and love for the next generation, we 
take it upon ourselves to suppo1t our children 
by giving them good education. The Motion 
moved by the Deputy Leader is timely and 
necessary. Being part of everyday life in our 
soc iety and knowing the goings-on in these 
sub-standard Schools I feel that such schools 
may end up ruining the career of our future 
liopes, that is, our failures. These children are 
children of tomorrow, and we have to tackle 
it as someth ing very very important. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Education shou ld be 
planned in such a way that it should make for 
better tomorrow for our children. We are 
planning for these children to pass through 
schoois, and for schools to pass through 
them. If we are talking about good education, 
we shou ld have qual ifi ed teachers in a 
qualiri ed environment, and I think our 
ch ildren best deserve it. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I strongly supp01t this 
Motion moved by the Deputy Leader and at 
the same time I am urging my hon. 
Co ll eagues to also consider this Motion very 
necessary and give their support. Thank you. 

Leader (Jvfr Anichuk:!AJu). Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to give my support to 
this Motion. I believe that there is no amount 
of suppo1t to th is Motion that wil l be too 
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much, because it is believed that any house 
built on r6ck is so lid. I am speaking from 
experience because I was a teacher before. 
So, Mr Speaker, this Motion is very extensive 
and refined. The Motion is not sayi ng that al l 
private Schools . should be closed down, but 
sub-standard private schools should be closed 
down, because w hen there is any pLJblic 
examination, some people will attend the 
examination by proxy. lf one happens to have 
visited any of the -cent_res during the WAEC 
examinations, one would flash his mind back 
to the chaotic environment. While they pay 
for the examinat ion, they make provision for 
a huge sum of money for sorting i hope that 
many of us know what I mean by sorting A II 
these boil down to poor a11d weak foundation . 

Within the school teaching env ironment 
now, it is only trained teachers w ho are 
allowed to teach in the primary schools; by 
this, I mean classes one, two, and three . In 
those days we were having auxiliary teachers. 
Some of them who were graduates were only 
allowed to handle the senior classes. 

So, it is seriously an eye-sore when you 
v isit some of the sub-standard schools; not 
only that the proprietors do not , even have 
school ce1tificates, some of the teache1·s in the 
schools did not even attend secondary school, 
and it is because they lost the ir job in the 
publ ic schoels that they now resort, as the last 
alternative, to look for j ob in private schools . 

Mr Speaker, why I like this Motion is that 
it is like every other Motion that is being 
passed by this honourable !-louse. The aim 
has always been to make su re that the society 
gets the best. We cannot be talking about 
poverty erad ication when we have not ta lked 
about our children; it wi ll be ve1·y weak if it is 
not in control. 

I believe that the Ministry of Ed ucation 
has got a lot of job to do because in as much 
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as the sub-standard nursery and primary 
schools are being closed clown they must 
des ign extra programmes to make sure that 
those who meet the stando rcl conform with 
the curriculum content of the Ministry of 
Education. Efforts should. be made for 
periodic check to make su re that the standard 
is maintained . 

So, Mr Speaker, we cann<:lt be talking 
about. poverty eradication when we do not 
focus our mind on education which is 
supposed to be the bedrock for overall 
development. 

I know that if I speak on th is Motion for 
more than 30 minutes, the Speaker, will 
allow me because the advantages are 
inexhaust ible. Do we talk of the exploitation 
of the masses. Out of ignorance, we just go to 
the nearest school without checking the 
standard ; and no matter the amount fixed for 
the schoo l fees, we gladly pay it. At the end 
we get disappointed because of the low 
standard, and we become the lose r. 

Mr Speaker, at this point in time, I am 
urging my hon. Colleagues to give this 
Motion easy passage so that once again, the 
people we represent will show their gratitude 
that we are their effective Representatives in 
this honourab le House. Thank you . 

Mr E.C. Maduab u (Awgu South): Mr 
Speake r, hon. Col leagues, may I beg for the 
leave of this honourable House to move in 
line vvith Order 25 of ou1· Standing Order, 
additional Prayer to the Prayers. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speake:·, Sir, I ri se to 
second that Motion made by the hon. 
Me mber for Awgu South (Mr Maduabu) . 

Quesrion put and agreed to. 

945 

Leave of the House accordingly granted in 
line 1vith Order 25. 

Mr Maduabu : Thank you , Mr Speaker. 
hereby move that additional prayer be added, 
thus: that the lvfinistry of Education should 
establish a Board that will be in charge o{rhc 
Supervision and C'7ntrol of private nursery, 
primary and secondarY. schools in the Stale. 

This will ·ena!;Jie them to ensure that the 
standard of both teachers and the schoo ls are 
in li ne with the educational standard of the 
State. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Co lleagues, l 
want us to reframe that Motion very well. I 
think that what the hon. Member for Awgu 
South (Mr Maduabu) was trying to say is that 
a Board should be set up to monitor the 
activities of these p rivaie nursery, primary 
and secondary schools: and what I am 
equally trying tu say on what he said is that 
the same criteria which the Min istry of 
Education is using in judging and 
determining the establishment of pub li c 
schools should be applicable to pr ivate 
schools. That is to say that if one has a 
criteria which one uses in ,estab lishing or 
recrLIItlllg teachers for pL:blic nursery , 
primary and secondary schools, the same 
criteria should be applicable to the 
establishment and recruitment of teachers in 
private nursery, prim ary and secondary 
schools. Am I ri ght? 

Mr Maduabu: Mr Speaker, you are right; 
so that there will be standa rd. 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu). Mr Speake 1·, is 
the proposed Board go ing to be a Board 
within the Ministry of Education or from 
outside? 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) It is going 
to be from outside . 

I 
I 

.J 
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Leader: How are salaries going to be 
determined? 

Mr M.N . Onyeze (Igboeze North I): The 
Board should be an independent Body; even 
though it is going to be under the Ministry of 
Education, it should be independent and not 
the permanent type of a Board just like we 
have the State Schools Management Board. 
The salary should be paid by the Government 
because that is the contribution the 
Government should make towards ensuring 
qualitative education for these private 
sectors . 

Mr M. N. Njeze (Ud i N01th): 
Information! Mr Speaker, my information is 
that there are already in the Min istry of 
Education, Depattments ·that are in charge of 
private nursery, primary and secondary 
schools to the extent of inspection, approval 
and registration. However, they do not delve 
into the quality of teachers. The Board we are 
talking about needs a Bill to be established. 
But we can ask the Ministry of Education to 
include it as patt of the functions ofthe Post 
Primary Schools Management Board to 
supervise the Private Post Primary Schools, 
and then the Enugu State Primary Education 
Bomcl to oversee the Private Primary 
Schools; and then the Ministry of Education 
supervisory Division to oversee the nursery 
schools. The Enugu State himary Education 
Board (SPEB) can also control chi lei care and 
nursery schools . 

I feel that when he is framing the Motion, 
it should be framed in such a way that th(: 
House should ask the Ministry of Educat ion 
to mandate its appropriate cluthority to ensure 
that the teachers recruited into nursery, 
primary, and post primary schools should 
have the requisite qualifications before they 
can be accepted . Thank you. 
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Mr Onyeze: Information! Mr Speaker, 
the information I want to give is that we have 
just visited the Ministry of Educat ion and we 
raised the matter and told them that they 
should have a separate Board and they said 
that they are go ing to work on it. ·And it is 
very difficult to ask the Chairman of the 
PPSMB (Post Primary Schools N1anagement 
Board) to go and look for the private schoo ls. 
They complained that the work is too much 
and that it is cumbersome because there are 
other dimensions. So, we have already been 
discussing with them . · 

Mr Speaker: Well, since you are 
discussing with the Min istry of Education and 
if the discussion is something that can work 
out well, and if it is in order, let us make 
progress. 

Please, let me have the proposed 
amendment. 

Ch ief Whip (Mr Odo) I read: That the 
Ministry ofEducation to establish a Board to 
monitor and control the Private nursery. 
primary and post primary schools in the State 
to be in line with the criterion set by its 
counterpart in the public schools. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, I hereby move a Motioti that the 
Ministry of Ed ucation do establish a Board to 
monitor, supervise and control the Pt·ivate 
Nursery, Primary and Post Primary Schools 
in the State to be in line with the criterion set 
out by its counterpa1ts in the public schools . 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, I wish to second 
the Motion moved by the hon . Member for 
A wgu South (Mr Maduabu). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, I am in support of 
this Motion for closing clown of all exist ing 
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sub-standard nursery, pt·imary and post 
primary schools in the State that are pri vate 
and even if there are public ones that are sub­
standard they should eq ually be closed down, 
but I do not think that there is any. I supp01t 
th is Motion because when one looks at the 
soc iety where we are living in and look at the 
stand ard of education being given out to our 
children and eq uate them with whatwe used 
to have in the olden clays one will discover 
that one does not need any adviser to te ll one 
that the standard is low. 

When we reca ll the level of supposed ly 
clandestine · act ivi ties goi ng 0:1 in our 
uni versities, activities that are no longer in 
consonance with the desires ·of our society, 
th ings like what the hon. Leader of the House 
cal lecl sorting, the obtaining of marks by 
force or what you may call cult activities, we 
discover that these vices are patily because of 

, the poor standard of education at primary and 
secondary schoo l levels . The purpose of 
education at the nursery, primary and post 
pr imary leve ls, to a lat·ge extent, in the 
pri vate schools, are not ach ieved . The major 
aim is not just to learn atis and scien ces, but 
also for the indi vidual to be developed 
mentall y and physically. In other words he 
needs sporting activities and above all ethical 
training. 

You may discover that most of the pri vate 
schools do not even teach moral instruction; 
it is not even in thei r cu rri culut'Ti . 

For a child who is pass ing through his 
devel opmental stage the first fou r years 
fo rms his character command . Some of them 
ente r nursery school at the age of two; some 
of them may not be up to two, because some 
attend pre-nursery, that is, those that go to 
nursery school at the age of one year or nine 
months. So one discovers that most of one's 
time is spent in the school. 
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When one looks at some parents one 
begins to wonder what they really want fo r 
their children. Sometimes you v,ou ld tiot 
blame them because they wi II tel l you that 
they are trying to conform with the society 
and what society are they conform ing with? 
They. are conforming with the norm that has 
been allowed by the Government, because if 
the Government does not allow these sub­
standard ed ucational institutions to ex ist, the 
average indi vidual wo.uld not take it as a 
nonli . ! am an lgbo man and in lgbo land 
there is a saying that if an ev il endures fo r a 
year, it becomes the custom of the people. 
Th is ev il of sub-standard schoo ls in our 
nursery/primary and some private post 
primary schools has existed for more than a 
year; so it has become a norm. 

However, it was rep01ied in one of the 
books that in Heaven an Angel is an Ange l 
when he changes whatever evil he sees at any 
point in ti me he sees it. This House will do 
Enugu Sate a big duty if.at this po int we 
recogn ize that th is thing is an evi l in our 
society; that it is eating deep into the li ves of 
the society and if we allow it, it me<y one day 
destroy us. We shou ld now dec ide to let the 
Executive stand firm and close down every 
sub-standard private nurse ry I primat·y and 
post primary schools. It is said, though in a 
very jovial way, but it is true that there are 
those who can perform and excel but who 
cannot teach . This statement is most true in 
these sub-standard private schools because 
majority of the teachers are those who cannot 
teach; those who have been declared unfit by 
public schools, that is, retired teachers. When 
a man is tired he should go and rest and take 
care of his grand children, but you discover 
that if you go to these private schools almost 
80% of their head teachers are reti red 
teachers . Then the other teachers are those 
who are either awaiting to complete their 
WAEC results or have so ught for jobs in 
publi c and pr ivate inst itutions that required 

i 
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standard but could not meet up and then they 
resori to teaching. So, I believe that we will 
be doing our State a big duty if we pass this 
Motion and I thank the Mover of the Motion . 

However, we know that Nigeria is 
running a free economy and l remember that 
when we passed the Bill on African Thinkers 
University we said that we were not going to 
discuss the fees to be charged or the salary to 
be paid to workers because it is a private 
institution that knows how best to make its 
money and how to distribute its wealth . I 
believe that the standard of private nursery.' 
primary and post primary schools sh0uld 
eq uall y be given that same privilege of being 
a pri vate institution and being able to source 
its fund and paying their teachers because we 
should remember that if we ask them to 
reduce their fees what we are alternatively 
saying is that they should employ those who 
are not quali fied because those who are 
qualified will charge high; they will charge 
what the normal teacher in public schools 
charge . And if you charge less from pupil s or 
students in the schools it then means that 
they will not meet up with the amount they 
are going to pay, so they end up having sub­
standard employees and the turn-out wi ll be 
sub-standard. 

I want to plead with the honourable 
House to suspend order No . 25 of the House 
to enable me move a Motion fo !· the removal 
of prayer No . 4 so that the benefit of thi s 
Motion will be properly harnessed . 

Mr M. Onyeze (Jgboeze Norih 1): 
Information , Mr Speaker Sir·! What prayer 
No . 4 said is considerate. It is not pegged . 
And that cons iderate means that the fees a 
student wilL pay or whatever salary that will 
be paid to teachers will be considered before 
fees are pegged So, prayer No. 4 is not 
sayi ng anything about pegging it to minimum 
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or to higher level. So, expunging it, is not 
necessary. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): 
Information, Mr Speaker! I want to inform 
the hon. Member for Tgboeze North I (Mr 
Onyeze) that the hon. Member for Ud i North 
(Mr Njeze) is not talking about how to reduce 
fees in schools. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, I thank the hon . 
Member for lgboeze Norih I (Mr Onyeze) for 
his information and I welcome it very well 
and I am going to use it; it is go ing to he! p me 
i t~ what I am saying. So, the information that 
has just been brought before the House is 
qui te in order. Prayer No. 4 says thatfees in 
such schools should be considerate to 
conform with the p overty reduction thrust of 
the State Government. Considerate here 
means do not charge to a certain extent, do 
not charge beyond what parents can affo rd. 
You should be cons iderate, do not charge too 
much . What I am saying is this: In view of 
the seriousness of this Motion bringing in 
considerate or inconsiderate waters clown the 
strength of this Motion . Let us forget 
everything about fee; we should expunge 
prayer No. 4 entirely. Let tl.1e economy 
decide. 

I am aware of certain private school s 
parents have started withdrawing thei r kid s 
because of the exorbitant fees bei ng charged 
and I know some where parents are now 
sending their kids because of the moderate 
fees they charge. But what I am saying is that 
this is a free economy; let each schoo l charge 
according to the quality of what parents fee l 
their children are getting because in reality 
these private schoo ls started thri ving during 
the Military era because the public schools 
became business centres where teachers come 
and market their wares and go away; they 
were not teaching. So, these private schools 
started springi ng up and parents want the best 
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for their children and they started sending 
thei r children to private schools. But now 
that high standard has returned in public 
schools; if you go to public schools you see 
that the number of pupils have increased and 
in most private schools the number of pupils 
are reducing almost on a yearly basis. As 
long as public schools arc improving and 
maintain high standai"d i assure. you that the 
intent of this Motion will be carrieu out. I 
want us to still maintain ou r stand that this 
House should not delve in to fees fo r private 
schools just I ike we agreed on the issue of 
Afri can Thin kers Un iversity that we won't 
talk about the fees they charge or the fees 
they pay. Let us not talk about fees here. 
What I am saying about considerate or 
inconsiderate is just a mere semantic. So, let 
us forget what I am praying the House to 
suspend Order No . 25 to enable me move the 
Motion for prayer No. 4 to . be expunged from 
the Motion . Thank yo u. · 

Ch ief Whip (Mr Odo) · Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
want to assist the Deputy Leader of the 
House in moving this Motion on the issue of 
considerate as x-rayed in prayer No. 4. It 
does no harm in either of the issues. If you 
are not considerate, you are incons iderate. I 
want to add 1·ess the iss ue : !o COl?form wi!h the 
poverty reduction !hrust in the Stole. Poverty 
in itself is a relative term . What appears to be 
poor to another person might appear to be 
rich to the other. For instance somebody who 
has, may be, several mansions can describe 
somebody with th ree vehicles, as a poor man. 
It is a relative term. One does not have to 
interpret it to mean the least person in the 
soc iety. So it is my thinking that the prayer 
has nothing to do with whatever fees the 
private secondary I primary I nursery schoo ls 
charge i11 their own schools. (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Col leagues, 
this Motion does not actltall y require any 
argument. The hon. Membe1: for Udi North 
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(Mr Njeze) shou ld move a Motion asking for 
something, so that I will now put a Question 
on his request. I know that this is democracy, 
and that the rule of law is aiways allowed. 
Please let the hon. Member for Udi North 
(Mr Njeze) formerly move the Motion. 

Mr .J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, you would have allowed the hon . 
Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze) complete 
hi s statement. . I. mean you should have 
allowed him . .. (Interrup tions) . 

Mr Speaker: If the hon . Member for Oji 
River (Mr J Obidinma) was I istening very 
wel l, he wou ld have toed our line . We are in 
democracy which is the rule of law. What I 
expected was to know if he is supporting the 
Motion. Even if h~ start to argue on this 
matter ti ll next yeai·, every hon. Member has 
got something to say either in favour or 
against the matter. So the hon . Member for 
Udi N01ih (Mr Njeze) should formerly move 
a Motion and l will then put the Question, 
and the result will end the matter. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi No1ih): Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, Si r. As we ali know, logic is the oil 
with wh ich the food of thought is swallowed . 
Based on what my hon . Colleagues have said, 
I think I should reconsider my stand, 
therefore can I now move that the Question 
be now put. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for Ud i 
N01ih (Mr Njeze) has abandoned his good 
friend, i.e. the hon. Member for Oj i River (Mr 
Obidinma) . Prolonged Laughter). 

Question, That the Quesfion be now put, 
put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved. 

" ' 
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That this honourable House do 
call on the State M inistry of 
Education to close clown these 
sub-standard Nursery, Primary 
and Post Primary schools. 

That tl 1e State Ministry of 
Educat ion shou ld inspect any 
private 11ursery, primary and post 
primary school s seeking approval 
befor" autho1·iznt ion. 

3. That the personnel to be engaged 
in such schools must have the 
requisite qualiiications. 

4. That the fees in such schools 
should be considerate to conform 
w ith the poverty reduction thrust 
ofthe State Govern1i1ent. 

:'. That the House of Assembly calls 
on the State Ministry of 
Education to close clown all 
exist ing sub-standard nursery, 
JXimary, post primRry schools in 
the Stare. 

A. That the Ministry of Education do 
~~s ta b ! !sl1 a Bomcl to rnon it or and 
SLiJ~erv i se and control all privt1.te 
nursery, primary and post pr imary 
schools in the State to be in line 
with the criteria set out by its 
counter-parts 111 the public 
schools. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (/VIr J N Anic!mkwu). Thank you 
Mr Speaker, Sir. May I . move that this 
honourable House do nO\·V adjourn tiil 
Thursday, 2'"1 September, 2004 a·t I 0 a.m. 
Thank you, Sir. 
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Mr J.C. Obidinma (Oji Rive r ): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I l~::tve ri sen to second the 
Motion for adjournment as moved by the 
Leader o f the House. 

Question pzll and agreed to. 

Resolved. That the House do now ndjourn 
tili Thmsclay, 2'"1 September, 2004 at I 0 ~.Ill. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.34 p .m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 2"d September, 2004 

(!'he House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair} 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, our 
Votes and Proceedings No. 26, dated 
Thursday, 31 51 August, 2004 are before us . I 
have gone through them and found them to 
be correct. However, I need your comments. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have equally gone through the Votes 
and Proceedings and found them to be 
correct. I therefore move for the adoption of 
the Votes and Proceedings. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka West): I have risen 
to second the Motion 

Question put and agreed to: 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 31'' 
August, 2004 accordingly adopted 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Ban on Illegal Market Unions/Associations 
in Enugu State 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to move a Motion 
standing in my name: that this honourable 
House do urge the Executive to ban all 
existing illegal market unions/associations in 
Enugu State. Thank you. 
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Leader (Mr Anichukvvu): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I have risen to second the Motion as moved. 

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
The free market policy , of Enugu State is 
seriously being threatened. What obtains 
today in our markets cannot be explained. A 
situation where for instance, every household 
item and even ordinary food item has a 
market union. An oyerview of these illegal 
market unions can only be imagined than 
discussed. To mention but a few, it is baffling 
to hear that even Broom Dealers Association 
is included; Palm Kernel Union, Onions 
dealers Association or Union, Green 
Vegetable Union, Pepper dealers union, etc. 
This is a mockery to the consciousness of our 
culture which indicates that the good people 
of Enugu Sate are very industrious, hard 
working and egalitarian. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the socio-economic 
implications of these illegal market unions 
are enormous. It makes it absolutely uneasy 
for one to take any services on autonomy of 
negotiations while seeking to procure an item 
in the market. By this, ·both men and women 
now conspire to fix prices of goods and 
services in our markets under the auspices of 
market union. There is no one single item in 
the market that has a stable price because of 
obnoxious· assoCiations or trade unions. Mr 
Speaker, the funny aspect of these illegal 
unions is that they travel to the hinterland and 
obtain these products at very cheap prices 
only to come to our markets and form unions 
to sell them. If ',he producers of these 
commodities and services operated through 
such unions then one imagines what would 
have befallen us today. 

Mr Speaker, there is a central body 
recognized by law: Enugu State Traders 
Association; an affiliate of Nigeria Labour 

i 
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Congress (N.L.C). Therefore, the continuous 
existence of these illegal market unions will 
be an overlap. The inflation of prices of all 
the food items is as a result of these illegal 
market unions. 

It is therefore in view of these facts that I 
urge this honourable Ho~se and my hon. 
Colleagues, to resolve as follows : 

1. That this honourable House 
condemns in its entirety the 
existence of all the illegal market 
unions/associations in Enugu 
Stat-::. 

2. That this honourable House 
hereby call on the Executive to 
ban all the illegal market 
unions/associations in Enugu 
State. 

3. That the House Committee on 
Commerce and Industry should 
liaise with relevant Ministries and 
parastatals to actualize these 
objectives. 

Mr Speaker, I want to use this opportunity 
explain funher on illegal market Trade 
Unions. For instance, we have Enugu State 
Trade Union Association; we have them 
existing in all the markets in tht> State. If you 
come to the New Market E;mgu, we have the 
branch. At Ogbete main market, we hav~;; the 
same branch there. If you go to Obollo Affor 
or any other part of the market up to 91

h Mile 
Corner, there are some branches existing; just 
as we have in the National Union of Road 
Transport Workers and the National Union of 
Road Transport Owners. These are the 
Constitutionally approved Trade Unions . We 
have them existing in all the Branches but 
not forming either Tipper Dealers Union, in 
terms of vehicles or Bus Drivers Association 
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or Taxi Drivers Association; these are the 
illegal Trade Unions. 

On the issue of illegal market unions as 
contained in the Motion, Mr Speaker, it is our 
great responsibility as honourable Members 
to make Laws for the good of the State. We 
make the Laws, the Judiciary interprets the 
Laws, the Executive executes the Laws. We 
cannot condone illegality us this will be an 
abomination · on our constitutional 
responsibility as hon . Members. It is in view 
of this, Mr Speaker, that it is hereby moved. 

Leader (Mr A;ii.chukwu): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
the Motion is self- explanatory. We are just 
doing our honourable job here by putting 
more emphas is and more information that 
will guide this honourable House in 
considering the Motion. Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
Sponsor of this Motion bas itemized those 
Unions recognized by Law. This is because in 
an organized society, the organized citizens 
have to Jive and work in an organized 
environment. 

Mr Speaker; I wish to inform this 
honourable House of an ugly incident that 
happened last month during : the August 
111/eeting of Women in various places. You 
can imagine my own mother coming to the 
market to buy salt among other things; only 
God saved the situation when she was not 
ailowed to buy the salt because she refused to 
pay a token of money in support of salt 
Association in my own town. If we look 
round, we will see that we have the 
Association of Barrows; Association of this 
or that; and on infonnation, just yesterday's 
evening, I was made to understand that in less 
than one month, there is going to be a great 
problem in this State;. that there is conclusive 
arrangement to have Spinsters Association of 
Enugu State. (Laughter). This is not a 

I 
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laughing matter. Any action whatsoever 
must always have chain reaction . 

In the future there may be Bachelors 
Association whereby a young man who 
wants to find a partner and live accordirig to 
God's decree might be frustrated in getting 
married because the money he might use in 
getting a wife will be spent on an illegal 
association. One of the responsibilities ofthis 
honourable House is to make sure that the 
society in which we live must maintain an 
organized system. We were given the 
mandate by some people to stay here and if 
such things are going on we can not just 
pretend that it is not our business. The 
confidence which people have in us is 
actually demonstrated by the way we look; 
the way we listen, and the way we see things 
going on. We must go round to protect the 
youth, the children, the adults, and the 
society in general. 

Mr Speaker, this information will be of 
great help to us because if by today you are 
not involved, by tomorrow you might be 
involved, and embarrassment can come in 
any way and any how. So, Mr Speaker, I 
believe that this honourable House will be 
doing itself very much great honour by trying 
to avert danger. Two days ago we passed a 
Motion by which we called on the 
appropriate Authorities to close down sub­
standard I illegal nursery, primary and post 
primary schools. Just a day after the Motion, 
we got · feedback from people who are 
watching us, and they were saying yes, we 
are actually representing them. In the same 
vein, Mr Speaker, I believe, we are not 
saying all the Unions, because some of the 
Unions like Road Transport Workers Union 
are organized unions. (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: What is happening there? 
You know that the Mover of the Motion has 
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not even allowed people to contribute to the 
Motion. · 

An hon. Member: May be he 1s 
campaigning towards it. (Laughter). 

Mr Speaker: Okay. Go ahead. 

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker for 
protecting me. 

· If this Motion is considered wmthy and 
passed by tills honourable House, I believe 
that . the Members will equally get 
commendations from the good people of 
Enugu State that we represent. The children, 
the bachelors, the spinsters, and even the old 
and the young, will have the freedom to do 
purchases at reasonable prices without 
unnecessarily increasing the prices of ose, 
ugu, salt, and the likes. 

So, Mr Speaker, I am now appealing to 
my fellow hon. Colleagues to please accept 
the Motion and get it passed. Thank you. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
on the Motion before us, I wish to observe 
that the formation appears to n,m contrary to 
the Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria. If we could read Section 40 which 
states that: 

Every person shall be entitled to 
assemble freely and associate with 
other persons, and in particular, he 
may form or belong to any political 
party, trade union or any other 
association for the protection of his 
interests. 

So, this is very cardinal to what we are 
discussing here, and if there is something on 
the contrary, we might be ... (Interruptions) . 

I 
I 

I 
I 



'-

1909 Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
2 September, 2004 

1910 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): On 
information! Mr Speaker, my infmmation is 
to say that the Chief Whip (Mr Odo) should 
either speak in favour or against the Motion. 
He should have allowed those who want to 
speak in favour of the Motion to finish. 

Mr Speaker: Noted. The information that 
the Chief Whip is given us is very 
fundamental. If there is anything we are 
doing that is going contrary to the 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, we have to avoid it. So, it is a piece 
of information that he is giving us and the 
information will guide us. 

He is not speaking as a .person on the 
Motion, his argument is anchored on the 
Constitution. What I expect at this point in 
time is for us to explain whether what we are 
doing runs contrary to the Constitution. So, I 
want hon. Members to react to Section 40 as 
canvassed by the Chief Whip. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, I have not 
finished. So, Mr Speaker, the rationale 
behind it is that it would appear very difficult 
to understand what constitutes an illegal 
trade union and a legal trade un!::m, that is the 
problem there. 

There is no trade union that is called 
illegal trade union, and there is none that is 
called legal trade tmion. If one would now 
read it in consonance with this provision, one 
will find out that the organisations that have 
reared their heads manifested as a result of, 
may be, the popularity they have given to 
themselves, or the recognitions they have got 
from well meaning government parastatals. 

I would urge you, Mr Speaker, to invite 
our Colleagues to reconcile this Section so 
that we know whether or not we are moving 
on. 
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Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, the 
issue now is for us to establish if this Motion 
runs contrary to the 1999 Constitution. 

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
The issue before us, that is, that Section of 
the Constitution the Chief Whip quoted is 
even a further protection to this Motion. 
Everybody has a right to belong to an 
association for his Qwn interest. Every trade 
cr dealer has a constitutional protection under 
a forum which has been legalized by law. It is 
unbelievable for one to say that there is 
nothing like legal or illegal association. We 
have to name the . Nigeria Bar Association 
(NBA); this is a legitimate union . We do not 
have any other thing other than that 
recognized by law. We have the market 
traders' association legalized by law, and this 
Motion is saying that all the illegal ones 
should subsume themselves into the one 
legalized by law. 

Chief Whip: Which law? 

Deputy Leader: There is an existing Jaw 
on trade unions. Mr Speaker, for instance, we 
have even National Association of Nigeria 
Students. We do not have any other thing 
other than that; that is a trade union. 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. Deputy 
Leader (Mr Anikwe) did rriention broom 
association, green vegetable association. Now 
my question is: are these ones enjoying the 
protection of an existing trade union? If they 
are existing, under which umbrc:lia are they 
existing. 

Deputy Leader: Yes, Mr Speaker, today 
in Enugu State, for instance, we have Chief 
O .C. Peters Okoye as the Chairm&n of Enugu 
State Market Traders' Union. We have all 
these people represented in that union; we 

i 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERJA 

Tuesday, yt June, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 77 of 
Tuesday 25th May, 2004 are before us . I 

· have gone through them and to the best of 
my knowledge they are correct. However, I 
need your comments. Thank you. 

Mr D. A. Anih (Enugu South I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of our last 
sitting and found them very correct. 
Therefore, I move for their adoption. 

Mr A. C. Nnadi (lgbo-Etiti West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen from my place to 
second that Motion for the adoption of the 
Votes and Proceedings. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings No . 77 of 
Tuesday 251

h May, 2004 accordingly 
adopted. 

Mr Speaker: Then, our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 78 of Thursday 27th May, 
2004 are before us , I have carefully gone 
through them and found them to be correct. 
However, I need your comments. Thank 
you. 

·' 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze N01ih I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
'the records of that day and I also observed 
that there was only seven Members in the 
House when the Motion was moved that the 
Quorum was not formed, and the Speaker 
adjourned the sitting. 

What l am saying is that what was 
Tecorded is correct, and I therefore Move 

; for the adoption. 
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Deputy Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
risen to second that Motion. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings No. 78 of 
Thursday 2th May, 2004 accordingly 
adopted. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Appreciation 

Mr Speaker: 
1. Honourable Colleagues, I wish 

to thank those of us who made it 
this morning; we made it quite 
on time. I keep on saying that 
we can as well come to the 
Chambers by 10 a.m. and do our 
sitting and go home or go out for 
our various businesses. So, at 
least I am happy this morning 
that we have been able to turn 
out on time. Thank you very 
much. 

do hope that corning 
Thursday, we are going to have 
more Members, and those of us 
here should try to come on time. 
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2. 

3. 

thank hon. Members for 
coming early enough today. 

Meetings 

The House Committee on 
Health will meet with me on the 
rising of the House in my office. 
I have very imp011ant 
assignment for them, and I want 
to hand over that assignment to 
them in my office. 

There will be a meeting of the 
Joint Committees on Health and 
Judiciary, Ethics and Privileges 
tomorrow, 2"d June 2004. Time 
is 10 a.m . Venue is Room 014, 
Chairman ' s office. It was signed 
by Mr Onah Fabian, Chairman. 

When I said Order Paper No. I, I know 
you may be wondering why we are having 
No. 1. The idea is that we have completed 
the first Session. What I mean is that we 
have completed our first one year in office. 
So I wish to express my happiness to all the 
hon. Members and of course the staff of 
this Assembly for their cooperation 
throughout our first year in office. I wish to 
request that this second year we should try 
as much as possible to be more vibrant and 
more committed. I am happy again that 
today is the first day of the month and the 
first day of our second year. The way and 
manner all of us rushed to the Chamber this 
morning shows that we are going to be 
more committed this time around. I thank 
you for all your support and cooperation. I 
pray and hope that Almighty God will 
continue to shower His blessings upon us. 
In an Assembly like this, once we believe 
in dialogue what we do is to work hand in 
hand with each other. I believe that we are 

.> 

brothers and sisters and whatever affects 
one person affects all. We have to work 
together because I believe that united we 
stand and divided we fall. So, I thank you 
for your cooperation which we have 
enjoyed throughout our first year in office. 
I wish you all the best. 

I hope that this time around, we will 
continue to have lots and lots of democracy 
dividends. I hope that this time around our 
welfare will improve. Thank you. 

Reminder 

I still want to remind the ··· House 
Commi ttee on Health and Judiciary that 
there was assignment given to them and 
they ought to have rep011ed out this 
morning. I am appealing to them once more 
to endeavour to come up with their rep011 
as soon as possible, otherwise, we go into 
Committee of the Whole House and discuss 
it. Thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I move that this honourable House 
do now adjourn until 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
the 3'd day of June, 2004. Thank you. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, l hereby second the Motion as 
moved by the Leader. 

Question put and agreed to.· 

Adjourned accordingly at 10.18 a.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEM&L Y 

ENUQU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 13'1' May, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Colleagues, our 
Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 11th 
May, 2004 is before the Howse. I havegone 
through them and found them to be very 
correct. However; 1 need your comments. 
Thank you. 

t. 

. Mrs C. .Ene (UcLi South): Mr Spea~r, I 
have also ·gone tl'i1:ough the · Votes and 
Proceedings of 11 rh May, 2004 and to the 
best of my knowledge, they are correct 
recording of what transpired during oLII·last 
sitting. Therefore, I move for the adoption 
of the said Votes and Proceedings. Thank 
you, Sir. 

Mr J. C. Obidinma (Oji River): Thank 
--+Y'-LlOLL _ very much, Mr Speaker, for 

recognizing me. The Motion moved by the 
hon. Member fo r Udi South (Mrs Ene) is 
perfect. I therefore second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. · 

1 
, Votes an{i Proceedings of Tuesday, 11'" 

May, 2004, accordingly adopted. 
·" 

"' 

Q 

.;/ 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

INCLUSION OF IDOMA LANGUAGE 
IN ENUGU STATE BROADCASTING 
SERVICE - ESBS 
RADIO/TELEVISION PROGRAMMES 

Deputy Speaker (Mt Atigvve): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I move the Motion 
standing in my name: That this honourable ~ 
House do urge the State Governor, His ! 

Excellency, Dr Chimaroke Nnamani to 
direct the Chief Executive of ESBS Radio 
and Television to include Idoma language 
in the State Radio/ Television programmes. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to second the Motion as 
moved by the Deputy Speaker. Thank you, 
Sir. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigvve): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, permit me to draw the 
attention of this honourable House to 
Section 39 (I) of the Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 which 
states to wit: 

Every person shall be entitle,d to 
ji-eedom of expression, includingji-eedom to 
hold opinions and to receive and impart 
ideas and information without inte1jerence. 

Furthermore, may I, with due respect, 
refe r you to Order No. 2 of the adopted 
Stand ing Orders of the Anambra State 
House of Assembly as applicable to Enugu 
State House of Assembly, which states inter 
alia: 
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The business of the House shall be 
conducted in English, but the House 
may in addition to English conduct 
the business of the House in lgbo or 
other languages spoken in the State 
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as (he House may by resolution 
.approve. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, these inferences as 
deduced from the above references buttress 
the point to freedom of expression which 
effective communications in a group of 
people will always provide. It is an 
established fact that ldoma language is 
distinct from the lgbo and !galla languages 
in Enugu State. These languages are three 
major languages used by these distinct 

---------,g~r"""o:-;-up::::s;;- of people. The importance of 
langLiage to the people needs not be over­
emphasised . However, not all are privileged 
to have gone to school or benefited from 
the actuali zqtion ofthe times . 

Everyone knows that not everybody is 
1 > privileged tb go to school. This group of 

people • I call ldqma . are part of· my 
Constituency. They constitute one third of 
my Constituency. 

The ldoma programme is the only 
yearning gap which the people are desirous 
to be scheduled in the State radio/TV. The 
benefits to the people outweigh whatsoever 
envisaged cost. The freedom of the people 

. of ldoma to express their opinions, culture 
~ anct-el.ic.i.t.information from the government 

-· w ill be an improved facilitator to the 
people's cultural development. 

Mr Speaker, we have a dance called 
Computa dance. If you watth this dance, 

. . I 

you will not be looking for disco. It is there. 
I } Mr Speaker1.Sir, and my hon. Colleagues, I 

invite your gol,)d conscience .and 
understimding to thl's sincere request o"fthe 
people of ldoma whom 1 represent and urge 
you to resolve as follows : -

lot.:> 

PRAYERS: 
( I ) To convey a Resolution of the 

Enugu State House of 
Assembly to His Excellency, 
Dr Chimaroke Nnamani, the 
Governor of Enugu State 
drawing his attention to the 

need of including ldoma ~--r­
language in the State Radio/ TV ,;, .! 

programme, in line with the · . 
other languages - lgbo and 
!gala. 

(2) That the Chief Executive of the ···----·-· 
Enugu State Broadcasting 

(3) 

Service and Television be 
directed to adjust its local 
programmes to accommodate 
Idoma speaking people in social 
education, and information 
programmes. 
That the goverrunent of Enugu 
State is urged to ensure 
compliance. 

Be it moved and is hereby moved. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Point of Order! 
Order No. 28 (I); It says, that During a 
sitting, all Members shall be formally 
dressed and shall enter or leave the House 
with decorum. 

I wish to remind Mr Speaker that the 
hon. Member for Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo) 
is not properly dressed, and I urge that this 
honourab le House orders him to go out of 
the Chamber. 

Mr A. 0. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, I oblige (Laughter). 

Mr Speaker: Let me make it clear. I 
have said it times without number. If an 
hon . Member is coming to this Chamber, he 
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_____ -S.~sh.llollllwlclbe_prepared for business. We are not 
kids. I am happy he has complied. Any 
other day, any hon. Member who is not 
properly dressed will not enter the Chamber 
at all. I will just ask the Sergeant-at-Arms 
to send that person .out. 

1 \ Yesterda\Y, . even though wed id not have . 
o sitting, the bon. l\1,ember for Uzo-Uwani 

(Mr Chigbo) carrie · on suit. · Today; he 
decided to fly jumper because he is going to 
a Restaurant or may be a beer parlour. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo-Etiti Norih 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, permit me to second the 
Motion as moved by the Deputy Speaker 
(Mr Atigwe) with regards to urging the 
State Government to introduce Idoma 
language in the broadcasting service. 

-----------~~---

.. •I ·~ 

Jdoma people like he pointed out, are 
indigenes of the State found in lgboeze 
North, specially in Ette community. They 
number abo.ut I 00,000 and they now host 
the headquarters ·of one of, the newly 
created local governments. That is Igboeze 
North-West 1'witl-i headquarters at Ode-Ette . 
That is to say that: .Ode-Ette .is in Idoma 
land in Enugu State. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the State government 
has done a lot to show the people of Ette 
and indeed ldoma people that they are part 
and parcel of us . One of such things is the 
recent siting of the local government 
headquariers . in their land . Again, the 
present admini stration, under the · leadership 

------ef-etH'-ttl7le-Governor gave them a hospital. 

0 

·I ·~ 

They have a hospital now, a general 
hospital in that Idoma land . They have a 
model school. There are three of such 
schools in the State. One is in Mpu; o'ne is 
in Agbani ; the third one is ir1 Ette. They 

l. 

have a gigantic water project. They have ________ __ 
Rural Electrification. 

In fact, the State has done a lot for them 
but unfortunately, the villagers who are 
predominantly farmers do not even know 
who are bringing these things, because 
these farmers do not understand Eng! ish. 

So, there is need to communicate with 
them effectively through the State Radio 
and Television. One can imagine people . ! 

having a Local Government Headquarters . II 

without being able to communicate with T 
their State. The ordinary workers there, 1' ~ l 
cleaners and other staff of lower cadres, do . ' '"'"'"""'~'"l 
not even know what we are doing in Enugu J 

because they do not understand what we are 
saying in English language or !galla 
language. If you look at all the investments ··-- -­
there, and there is no way you can let the 
people know who are doing it, you will find 
out that there is need to reach the people. 

Seconaly, Sir, these people are human 
beings rike us. We are teaching people 
about HIV and other things on Radio and 
Television. There is no way to educate them 
because they do not understand Engl ish 
language or !galla. They do not know what 
they are ' talking about AIDS; they do not 

.. -; 

know what they are talking about UBE, 
they do not know what they are talking 
about anything. So, there is need for us to 
show them sense of belonging and because 
of this communication . gap the ldorna 
people in Ette have been agitating from time 

, ~ - l i: ·1'1 .. ,~ ..... ,,.,. 
' I 

I 
' 

to time to join their kith and kin -in the ------­
Benue and Kogi States. 

Mr 'Speaker, Sir, i believe that if this 
honourable House passes this Motion 
showing them sense of belonging, there will 
be a relief, in fact, there will be celebrations 
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in the local government headqua1iers today 
because they have been brought to the fold, 
they have been brought in, to know what 
we are doing. If we put ourselves in their 
shoes they are human beings like us and 
they have been contributing a lot in the 
development of the State. The Ette 
community farm is supposed to be the · 
biggest government owned farm in the 
State apart from Ada Rice and they gave 
the land free to the Government. The farm 
is still there up till today and any willing 
citizen of the State can go there and farm 
freely it is given to the State. So, there is 
need for us to give these people a sense of 
belonging. So, Mr Speaker, Sir, I urge my 
hon. Colleagues to give this Motion a 
favourable consideration so that we can 
give them a sense of belonging and carry 
them along in whatever we are doing and 
give them proper education in modern way 
of life, and how to prevent diseases, etc. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Before you contin ue with 
your contribution, l want to make an . 
appeal. In a debate like this I expect that it 
fl ows vei·y well. The rule of debate has 
given everybody the oppOiiunity to speak 
both for and against the Motion . So, I want 
everybody to comply to the Rule. I do not 
want a situation where somebody will 
deviate from the Rule. So, let everybody 
confine himself to the context of the 
Motion on the Floor. 

I wish to appeal to you that if anybody 
wants to differ from the Motion he should 
allow those in favour of the Motion to 
speak first. However, I do not think that 
anybody is against the Motion. But I would 
li ke anybody who wants to speak against 
the Motion to speak last. Thank you. 

./ 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Thank you, 
Mr Speaker I have risen to · al ign myself 
with this Motion. In the first place, what the 
Mover intends to ask the Speaker to do is to 
ask the ESBS to draw a programme that can 
accommodate the ldoma people with their -
language. It is not strictly the intent ional 
adjustment to favour a pa1iicular section of 

· people of Enugu State. Secondl y, M r • 
Speaker, there is one pertinent issue · the 
hon . Member for Igboeze N01ih I (Mr 
Onyeze) mentioned which I want t his 
honourable House to take serious. As the 
saying goes, it is only those who wear the 
shoes that know where it pinches. We are 
a ll aware of the political situation in 
lgboeze North local Government Area. The 
two Representatives of that local 
government area have spoken and we have 
heard what they have said and they want us 
to confi rm it by giving approval to this 
Motion first. We all know the particular 
·situation of Igboeze NOiih; they have been 
agitating for a long time, they have 
comp lained t imes without number tl1at they 
are not fully accommodated in Enugu St,ate. 

. I. am sure they had really gone to col.ui to 
buttress their demands that they should be 
made to join their kit and kin in Benue and 
Kogi States. 

Mr Speaker, the State Government is not 
taking this matter so lightly because Enugu 
State is not so big that we can stand in this 
honourable House and lose a fraction ofthe 
indigenes of Enugu State. Because some of 
their agitations could be that they are not 
re1~embered in infrastructural development, 
etc; sensibly enough, the creation of the 
programme of this nature will cost vi1iually 
nothing. We will make thein have a sense of 
belongi ng. It will make them know that 
Enugu State has actually staiied 
ac;commodating them. ,_ . 

663 

~ 

0 



0 

·" 

/ 

1327 

Di;tgu State House of'Assemblv Debates · 
13 May. 200-1 1328 

If the request is going to have any 
financial involvement, that could be an 
impediment. ldoma people are 
accommodating, they are not too violent. I 
think the only thing they are asking is just 
to accommodate them. We should 
remember that they are part and parcel of 
Enugu State. And this their little request 
which I feel is. not too much will enter their 
minds and they will say, OK, we are happy 
these people now know that we exist, these 
people know that our language will be 
transmitted even within and outside the 
country. And it wi II go to a very great 
length to sustain their lives. The people of 
Igboeze will be praising Enugu State and 
wi II be happy with this honourable House 
that such Motion has come to ma~e people 
happy. 

So, Mr Speaker, I believe that this few 
point will go a long way towards making 
Idoma people and the people in general 
very happy, and show that we are still one. 
Thank you. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, .I have 
risen to support this Motion on the Floor. 
Mr Speaker, you can recall that when the 
Mover of the Motion was citing Section · 
39( I) of the Constitution, part of Section 
39( I) appear to fall under the fundamental 
human rights of individuals as was 
guaranteed by the Constitution. These 
rights as itemized from Sections 34 to 40 
are not negotiable rights. It is something 
that individuals are entitled to. ·Jt is like 
some of the provisions of the Sections are 
saying that individuals have right to life, 
right to dignity of labour. So, part of these 
rights, otherwise called natural rights, is 
what we are di scussing here today. 

The Id oma speaking people of Enugu 
State. cannot be seen to be existing in 
vacuum. In the first instance, the State 
Government is embarking on development 
programmes, creating access roads, schools, 
and hospitals. You can imagine where a 
school is establisl1ed and you can imagine 
as we ll the problems the teachers could 
face. 

... 

Moreover, Mr Speaker, there are similar 
occasions in other States, in the Federal 
Capital Territory that is meant to be a no-

· lizcm 's land, ' they were appealing 
magnanimously for the accommodation of 
Gwarri people who appear to be the most 
privileged. So, in Radio Nigeria, Abuja, you 
see Gwarri pro~rammes being conducted in 
Gwarri language. It does not mean that the 
Gwarri people may have even the facilities 
to pursue their rights. 

lt1 Plateau State they have 
accommodated the 'minority tribe called 
Birom in their own radio stations, so also in 
Rivers State as in the case of Kalabari . I 
think we are lucky in Enugu State because 
we have only three languages, that is !galla­
speaking people, ldoma and very prominent 
among them, the Igbo language. So, I think 
these people, if we could value their votes, 

. and their numerical strength in term~ ·of 
census, we should also appreciate the ·fact 
that they are the indigenes of this State and 
accordingly accord them the individual 
rights to enjoy as other tribes. 

Mr Speaker, it is my wish that hon. 
Members support this Motion so as to carry 
the .ldoma speaking areas of Enugu State 
along. Prominently, in Benue State we have 
two i11ajor languages, that is the Idoma and 
Tiv, (:lnd you may .be surprised to know that 
apart from the fact that there is no lgbo 
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speaking area in Benue State, they_still have 
Igbo prograi~Jmes on their television and 
radio, let alone a situation where a tribe has 
been carved out within the auspices of the 
State. 

If I could take you a little bit farther, if 
the Bri tish Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) can be generous enough to conduct 
Hausa programmes in far away London, 
why can't we be a little bit magnanimous to 
accom modate people who virtually share 
the same ancestoral background as a result · 
of the geographical carve out of a State 
known as Enugu State. 

Mr Speaker, I should crave your 
indulgence and that of the Members of this 
honourable House to really suppo1 t· this 
Motion so as to carry all the various tribes 
in this State plong. Thank you. 

l\'l r D. A. Ani (Enugu South, 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I am not purely ?.gainst the 
Motion, but it is supposed to b{directed to 
the appropriate quarters. This rlo use 'is not 
111eant to decide for Enugu State 
Broadcasting Service (ESB.S) who they will 
irjc lude in their prograPi~ne s. · 

Then like whfl t my Colleagues rightly . 
aaid, the Chief i xecutive knows that they 
are existi·n? oy ·siting some infrastructures . 
like hOS i~·; , al, roads, electricity and other 
things. showing that they belong to Enugu 
Sratc. · Then I am suggesting that if these 
thi1'tgs will .be carried out, the Idoma 
people, have trained individuals. who can 
channel that programme to appropriate 
quarters. 

Again, I am saying that if such 
programmes should be going on like Nkanu 
Ogbu:::uru-Ogbu:::uru and Nsukka Deienu, 

they: need to pay. Once the money is not 
there, they will not have that programme. 
So, 1 am saying that the programme should 
not be over-emphasized. Thank you. 

M r Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
incidentally, the two hon. Members that 
sponsored this Motion came from Igboeze 
North and they know the need of Igboeze o 

N01:fh people. I do not know the authority 
that some hon. Members are talking about 
other than that they are the people 
representi ng them in this Assembly. 

I am not trying to be biased in any form . 
I am only trying to explain issues, because I 
remember the ti'me the hon. Member for 
Enugu South I (Mr Ani) brought a Motion 
asking the Government to go and construct 
a bridge and a culvert, we did not ask him 
to wait until we decide it with the 
appropriate authority. We are aware that 
you are representing. your people and you 
are always right to tight for your people. 
You cannot wait ~mti I the whole people of 
E1,1L1gu South match to Government House 
<Jr to ESBS or to Ministry of Works to get 
what they want. So, let us make progress. 

Mr A. Nnadi (lgboetiti West): . ~r 
Speaker, Sir, I wish to disagree completely 
with the contents of this Motion. In Nigeria 

· today, we have three major languages .. We 
have the Igbo, Yoruba and Hausa 
respective ly. I do not think that if any of the 
media. houses wants the inclusion of these 
languages in their porgramme activities, 
that it will be done by the Resolution of the 
State Assembly or National Assembly. 
Alnwst all the media houses I know are 
profit-oriented and it depends on your terms 
of agreement on whatever yoLI want them to 
put on their programme for you, they will 
charge you for these services. 
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l am saying that by this, the Sponsors of 
this Motion failed to understand that ESBS 
is a business establishment. 

Mr Speaker: l will not be biased. l 
want to give the House information .. Let us 
be fair to ourselves. The difference between 
advertisement and programme inclusion is 
that in advertisement you pay. l am sure -
that this !galla people have Radio Air-time 
that they do not pay. l am sure that when 
we talk of air time, they do not pay. Even, 
if we are going to kill this Motion, that does 
not mean that if they have something to 
advertise they will not pay. So let us go 
ahead. 

Mr Nnadi (lgboetiti West): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, thank you very much for re-directing . 
our opinions. Let me just go to what you 
have just said. Here in Enugu State, we 
have Igbo Language spoken by our people 
and we have !galla, and of course ldoma. 
The inclusion of !galla in programmes for 
ESBS/TV activities was not done by the 
people of Enugu in the then Anambra State 
House of Assembly. If Idoma people and 
their representative at the State House of 
Assembly really want their .language to be 
included in ESBS, their duty is to convince 
the management of ESBS to know its 
impo11ance. (Interruption) 

Mr Speal<er: Honourable C_olleagues 
let us equally believe that -the Motion is 
very clear. The ESBS is not mandated by 
any law to accept this our Resolutions. I 
hope hon . Members are getting it. Can the 
hon. Member for lgboetiti West (Mr Nnadi) 
please, listen. 

Mr Nnadi: Yes Mr Speaker, l am 
listening, Sir. 

1332 

Mr Speaker: What I am saying is that 
the Motion we are passing here is just a 
prayer, it is not a law. The ESBS has the 
option to call on the two Sponsors of the 
Motion and dialogue with them, on what to 
do. Let us not preempt ESBS or preempt the 
validity of the Motion. In Nigeria we have 
three major languages lgbo, Hausa and 
Yoruba. I am sure that if any sections of 

_"Nigeria that has different languages · is 
actually forgotten to be included in 
progra111mes of broadcasting service, there 
is a way it could be allowed. 

Mr A. Nnadi (lgbo Etiti West) : Excuse 
me, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for Igbo 
Etiti West (Mr Nnadi) should please sit 
down and listen to me. He should not tell 
me to excuse him. Let us be fair to 
ourselves. I am not contributing. I do not 
h'ave the right to contribute but l can always 
guide (Interruptions). 

Mr A. Nnadi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I thank 
God that I really understand the whole ideas 
of the Motion. l am not talking outside the 

· i'deas. Like I rightly pointed out, if any 
particular programme has to be included in 
ESBS/TV, it is the duty of the Sponsors of 
sucli programmes to go and liaise with the 
management of ESBS, like I had said it is a 
business preempted establishment. They are 
there to make the people happy. It is 
therefore open for the people to sponsor 
programmes to them. It depends on how 
much you can offe1' in payment for the 
services the ESBS will render to you, that it 
why it is there. I do not see it appropriately 
:for the State House of Assembly to pass a 
Resolution before the language of the 
people is included in the media . House 
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within the State. I want to let you know that 
here in Enugu, we have twenty four 
constituencies and lgboeze N011h II , like 
the Sponsors of this Motion rightly pointed 
out, that the Government of Enugu State 
has done so much for the people by sitting 
the Local Government Headquarters in 
their area, by making available to them a 
good drinking water, and medical 
services/faci I ities and many other things. 
They sti ll want the same Chief Executive to 
go and urge the management of ESBS for 
the inclusion of a language of a very 
insignificant group (lnterruplions). 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Point of Order, the hon. Member for 
lgboetiti West (Mr Nnadi) is abusing my 
people. 

M r Speaker: What order? 

Deputy Speaker: He is abusing my 
people (Interruptions). 

Mr Nnadi: Mr Speaker, Sir, they are 
small in number. If the Sponsors of this 
Motion are truly representing their people, 
they should have done it without obtaining 
the consent of this House. The people of 
my own constituency are getting things · 
done without bothering the House. So I am 
of the opinion that this Motion should be 
placed aside. Thank yo u, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Actually, I do not have 
any right to contribute to this debate. My 
duty is to guide you. Let us loot< at these 
things, I do not want to show any sign of 
sentiment. Let us look at this Motion, let us 
not say because it is from Igboeze North, I 
am sure that si milar Motions could come 
from your vari ous Constituencies here. 

An hon. Member: Point of Order! 

'Mr Speaker: What Order? 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Order No. 26 (12). 

Mr Speaker: I am very happy for one 
thing. This morning each time the Chief 0 

Whip (Mr Odo) points the House to Order, 
he reads out the relevant Rules. His quoting 
the Order is in the best interest of the 
House. 

An hon. Member: At times, it used to 
be wrong (Laughter). 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, I inse11 
Orde1: No. 26 (12) and it says that: A 

member may rise to point of 
; explanations or information on a 
' previous statements made by an 

hon. Member: 

I want to put it clear, irrespective of the 
fact that people are free to differ in their 
opinion, that it is out of context for 
somebody not to really appreciate, perhaps 
the functions of the State House of 
Assembly, and it is a variation of law that 
Motions can be passed in respect of any 

. laws made by the House. If the House can 
make laws to establish ESBS/TV, becaLise I 
am sure there is a law establishing the body, 
the House can pass a Motion in respect of 
anything that affects ESBS/TV. Mr 
Speaker, if you look at Section 4(7) of the 
Constitution and it states: 

That the House of Assembly of a State 
shall have powers to make lCl'A'S for the 
Order and Good Governance of the State or 
any part thereof with respect to the 
f ollowing matters: -
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( I ) 

(2) 

(3) 

Am' maller nut included in the 
Exclusive List. set out in the 
Part I of the Schedule of the 
Cons 1 i li t! ion: 
Am· muller included in the 
COnCWTen/ lis!. set 011/ in J'" 
Column of Part II ·of the 
Schedule ofthe Constitution: 
Any maller with respect to 
which it is empowered to make 
laws in accor~laiu:e with tl;e 
Sections o(lhe Cons lilulinn. 

If the House can make laws establishing 
ESBS; if the House can make laws 
governing the State, it is my thii]king and 
belief that the House can as well pass a 
Motion of this nature so that we do not 
stand here and appear as if we do not know 
what we are here for. Somebody can speak 
aga inst a Motion, but not as to undermine 
the in te ntion of vvhat we are doing here. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

M r Speaker: You see, there is 
something l was trying to tind out. l was 
trying to see somebody raise objection on 
what the Chief Whip (Mr OdoJ has just · 
sa id . If you look at our Rules, during a 
debate, a person is not allowed to speak 
more than once . Either in support or in 
opposition. But the Chief Whip (Mr OdoJ 
quickly pointed out the Order, trying to 
explain things which ordinarily we could 
not have allowed him. 

Deputy Leader (!vir Anikwe): lt is 
because you allowed him . He is not the 
Mover of the Motion. 

Mr Speaker: He is correct. He quickly, 
used Point of Order and that has covered 
him to make his cont ri butions . 

Deputy Leader: . That Order does not 
empower him. That Order empowers the 
Mover of the Motion. 

Mr Speal<er: It is not true. 

Deputy Speal<er (/vir Atigwe): Point of 
Exp'ianation under Order no. 26 ( 13 ). Mr 
Speaker, Order No. 26 ( 13) says, that a 
Memher ltho has spoken to a Question, may 

· itgain he heurd to offer explanation of some 
materials. part of his speech which must 
have heen understood But he must not 
introduce new mailers. 

M r Sj)eaker: That is correct. Is that 
clear? It is clear. A Member has right to 
st~md up and make explanations, provided 
tha·t whatever he says does not bring in 
another issue. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, and honourab le 
Coi'Ieagues, I am not part of the notion that 
a Motion should be killed . l am particularly 
part of the notion· that the ingredient of the 
Motion should be first understood . 

l am very much happy that the two 
Sponsors of this Motion are equally · the 
corresponding Representatives of !galla 
people in Enugu State (!nterruption) 

Deputy Speaker: lcloma people. 

Deputy Leader: Even !galla people in 
Enugu State. The simple question is that 
somebody made a reference to it and it was 
not. addressed. Please. l want to know from 
them whether !galla language came into 
ESBS as a result of a Motion from the 
House. I want to know before l can 
cont i ,·llte. 
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Mr Speaker: Let me answer it. What I 
want you to understand is this: this Motion 
I believe is Motion on Notice. It is •not on 
Urgent Public Importance and I am sure 
that most of you got the Motion more than 
2 or 3 days ago. You stood up and told us 
that you are not actually opposed to the 
Motion. 

Deputy Leader: Not to kill! 

M r Speaker: You see, if we are to 
comply with the Rules of this honourable . 
House, you ought to have made your 
position known to the honourable Speaker 
before now. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, I wou ld 
only do that if I am having an amendment 
or prayers. Not when I have an opinion, I 
should bring it to you. 

Mr Speaker: It is not opinion. You are 
telling us that you are not opposing it. 

Deputy Leader: I said that I am not of 
the notion to kill. That is what I mean. 
Somebody could come into this house to 
ki II a Motion but somebody can come and 
oppose a Motion. 

Mr Speaker: How do you kill a 
Motion? You kill a Motion by speaking 
against a Motion, by opposing the Motion. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to 
respond to the question raised by the hon. 
Deputy Leader of the House. I want to 
remind him that we had our Independence 
in 1960 and that we have not had legislative 
Houses for up to 16 years. Many decisions 
were made during the Military Era and the 
privilege of having democracy is having 
people to speak for their people. 

I want to remind him that the Military 
has ruled this country for about 28 years 
and decisions to include fgalla language 
was taken during that time . . The Military 
have ruled this country for so many years • 
and people now have people to speak for 
them and that we are speaking for Idoma 
people. If we did not have democracy, we "' 
cannot come here to speak for our people. 

Deputy Speaker: Furthermore, Mr 
Speaker, we are the Representatives of our 
people. We are from the people, we are of 

·the people, and the Representative of 
Ezeagu (Mr Anikvve) should speak for 
Ezeagu people. He is not from my people. 
May be he is from his people and not of his 
people. Because I am from my people and I 
am of my people, that is why I am making 
sure this is the problem they have. 

I quoted the Constitution. I cited the 
Constitution. 

Deputy Leader: No need! No need. 

Deputy Speaker: I even adduced more 
evidence to refer you to Section 97, which 
you have not denied. You have not 
challenged the Constitution on that. And 
again, denial of somebody's rights, like in 

·Child 's Right to Education is an 
infringement on his fundamental right. We 
should not infringe on this people's right. I 
refer us to Section 34 which talks about 
Rights to Dignity of Human Person, Section 
35 talks about rights to persona/liberty, 36, 
right lo fair hearing, 37, rights to private 
and family life, 38, right Ia ji'eedom, 
thought, conscience and religion 39, .. . " 
(Interruption) 

~ 
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Mr Speaker: The Deputy Speaker 
needs not read the Constitution . He should 
cite the Constitut ion and that area should 
app ly to what we are doing. He is going off 
-point. 

Deputy Speal{er: Section 39 again says 
right to freedom of Expression. Section 40 

., right to peaceful association if the people 
do not understand you how can they 
associate with you Yoruba says Edeyo 
edewu mojewa. The language that is not 
understood brings trouble. That is why they 
are having some troubles because they do 
not understand us; we do not und·erstand 
them . Now we want you to let them to 
understand what we are doing. Now, we are 

. fulfi IIi ng promises. We are not making 
promises. During the campaign we made 
promises. This is the time to fulfill 
promises. This is the time to give 
democracy dividends to this very people. 
On our campaign, His Excellency made a 
po l icy stateme nt. When I read th~ punch it 

"l sa id: ujier the election we should do 
something for Jdoma language to be 

' included in the programme. 

<; 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, what I am 
trying to establish there is what the hon. 
Member for Igboeze North I (Mr Onye::.e) 
said when he was making his contribution. 
Has the. Government of Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani inst ructed elected people to 
include Idoma language into ESBS 
Radio/TV? (lnterruplion) .'~ . what I am · 
trying to say here is that we should not tirst 
of all count two before coLinting one. The 
implication of this Motion is that there was 
an attempt and appeal for inclusion of 
ldoma language and they refused . That is 
why I am saying for the inclusion of Idoma 
language they will change theil' method; 
they should understand it, they should come 

to appreciate the fact that the inclusion of 
Idoma language is a negotiated agreement. 

What if we move this Motion today, we 
have even the Yorubas agitating for 
ipclusion into ESBS. Tomorrow, we may 
h~we the Hausas. If you even I istened over 
the Radio ESBS today, there was one 
community where thJ non-indigenes were 
demanding for inclusion of a ward where 
they had a Chief and they said please, we 
have now met tl1e Ezza people and the 
women agreed they had a big colony that 
qualified them to be recognized as a distinct 
ward. 

What I am saying here is that we should 
not try to jump a law. Passing this Motion 

·here presupposes that an attempt was made 
and rejection came by ESBS management. 
It is all indictment to the ESBS to come up 
as a Motion. I know very well that we have 
many dialectical language programmes. In 
Radio Nigeria, we have 32 dialectical 
programmes. What we are talking about 

· here is dialect. · 

Mr Onyeze: No! 

Deputy Leader: If it is not dialect, you 
are representing them, speak to them. You 
had a ca1i1paign there and they voted for 

I 

you; what language did you use, was it 
Idoma language? So, Mr Speaker, I am 
sayi,ng that this honourable House should 
not wh ip the food is ready. There should not 

. be a· Motion asking that the food should be 
I 

shared when the food is ready. Do you 
understand what I am saying. The ESBS is 
available and ready for any inclusion ofany 
language. I mean, coming up as Motion 
presupposes that there is something wrong. 
That is my own contention, Mr Speaker. So, 
this Motion should not come on the Floor of 
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the House. Imagine, asking the Chief 
Executive of the State to now direct the 
ESBS management to include ldoma · 
language. That will be negation of the idea 

· of a qegotiated settlement. !hank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: It is clear that what 
we are trying to do that we shou ld no 
longer infringe on people's Const itutional 
right as Sections 39(i) and 97 say. And 
aga in, even the Rules we are using in this 
House is clear on tha~ . So, Mr Speaker, I 
have made my points like I .said earlier as 
Y oruba adage pu ts that language that is not 
understood brings troub le. So, I am praying 
as other peop le representing their people 
have prayed when they have problem in 
thei r Constiwencies. I am praying as· we are 
gathered I'cople prayed and their prayers 
were heard. 

For my people, ldoma people, pa11 of 
my Constitueticy; they were tl'uncated to 
this part of the country In the year 1929, 
and this is the only thing that will make 
them not togo back whe!'e they are thinking 
of going. It is for them to be heard here and 
they begin to hear our own here. When they 
are hf ard in the Radio and Television, 
effective communication will be achieved 
and that is what we are praying for. I 

i. 
Th is inclusion will far outweigh any 'I 

cost. Imagine at your door post you see a 
transformer you do not know. who brought 
it. When you see a sign board they say, this 
signboard shows that ldoma people don ' t 
know a11ything because they don'. 
understand. But if they hear over the ESB3 · 

. Rad io or Television that transformer in 
their door front is from Enugu S' ate 
Government, then you know it is pa re of 
den1Qcracy dividends. If they know ve ry 

well that the hospital there within them is 
brought by Dr Chimaroke Administration 
they will appreciate it and next time tlie 

. votes you will harvest there I think, you 
cannot talk about it. With this, Mr 'Speaker, 
I move that the Question be put. 

' •Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker, 
I w}:tnt to move that this Motion be stepped c· 

down. There are some loop-holes in this 
M9tion . I want the loop-holes to be 
corrected before coming into this house. 
Please, I move that this Motion be stepped 
down fo r necessary action. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Question, That the Question he now put, 
put. and ugreed to. 

I l . 
) ·~1ain Question put and the House 

diJi~ed b_1 • roll call 

· · 1/A~,es. 6Noes. 7 
J1 .4yes 
f f.gbo Dennis · 
~gwu Christopher 

~ 
Odoh Eugene 
Onyeze Michael 

1A,tigwe David 
''A nichukwu John 

I I 

iNoes 
' Ani Donatus 

." Ofor Chukwuegbo 
•· Anikwe Paul 

Nnadi Alfred 
Amu Felix 
Onah Fabian 

.. : 9neh Ch ika (M rs) 

' Question accordingLy negc1tived .... 

:.> 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

M.r Speaker: Please I want to bring this 
to eve,rybody 's notice. 

I ~ The sitting arrangement is 
" overdue for changing. 

2. 

3. 

~ 

Meeting 

Honourable Colleagues, we 
shall meet in my office on the 
rising of the House for a brief 
discussion. 
I wish to remind hon . Members 
that two hon. Members 
sponsored a Motion this 
morning and it was negatived, 
and they are not complaining. 
They have taken it in good . 
faith . If tomorrow it is 
somebody else's turn, the 
person may start raising dust 
here and I will not be happy 

. with that. 

I can remembet· that in 
1999, I put forward many 
Motions that were killed and I 
did not complain. I took it in 
good faith I was not bothered. 

. That should not stop one from 
· bringing other Motions. If a 

Motion is killed try to create 
more, at least one day, one or 
two shall scale through. · 

That this Motion was 
, negatived this morning does 

· f not mean that the hon . 
~ Members cannot sponsor other 
' Motions. I wish to thank most 

of you for, at least, there is an 
atom of commitment this week 
and I hope that next week there 

4. 

will be more commitment than 
this week . 

I. want everybody to buckle 
up, to work hard, it will be. the 
issue of Bills, and like I rightly 
told you, we want to role out 
Bills and on the issue of sharing 
the cost of the publication, we 
can assist you to pay the cost, 
so that yDu will not have any 
reason not to come up with a 
private Member Bill. I think we 
have Private Member Bills, and 
if any hon. Member has a 
problem he should let me know. 
I wish to appeal again to hon. 
Members; we saw what 
happened to the hon . Member 
for Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo) 
this morning when he was 
asked to leave, he quietly 
walked out. If that happens to 
any other hon. Member, · he 
should do that like a sp01ts 
man. 

At least, we sit twice a week, if you 
have about two suits and two traditional 
wears, you can wear anything to your office 
on any other day, but if an hon. Member is 
coming into the Chamber, he should look 
different. If we look at my left and right 
hand sides, I mean the staff of the Chamber, 
I am always impressed with the way they 
appear. The three people in front of me 
(Clerk-at-Table) , there is no day they do not 
appear the way they appeared this morning. 

·Look at my right hand side (Official 
Reporters). the same thing. 

So, let us try to observe the dressing 
code; let us try to comply. The mode of 
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dressing is in the Standing Order of .this 
honourable House. Thank you. · 

ADJOURNMENT 

~~i.: Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, it . Sir, I rise to mo~e that th~s honourable 
~''!~· ,

1 
House do now adJourn· unttl 10 a.m. on 

! ' th 
~Ji ----·-.. .. ----- Tuesday 18 May, 2004. Thank you. 

~~·: ~ 
·Ji .. l 

j:,. 

~I 
" I 

11-!f 

:1 
!'[. 
Ji' 
ll\ .. 

it. . 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, _ Mr 
Speaker, I stand to second the Motion for 
adjournment, .and in doing so,, I thank the 
bon. Members for contributing effectively 

., · ~ to the Moticm p1'esented to this. honot1rable 
House. Again urgqhetn to haye a re-tl'link 
in future because there is no error in 
begging to give my people their right under 
the Constitution. 

Mr Speaker: If you beg somebody and 
he said no? (Laughter) . I think everybody 
understands. 

Deputy Speaker: So, they' should have 
·~ ate-think b_ecause it will. look foolish if the 
lit ,., 
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press carries it that we cannot allow our 
people to have their right under the Law 
that is their fundamental human right under 
the Constitution. 

Next time, 1 will continue to' beg and ask 
unti I fellow ,hon. Members have a change of 
mind. I will continue to beg fol· them until 
they ai·e heard. .. 

Mr Speaker: May be the Deputy 
Speaker did not think very well today, what 
you need to do now is to do extra work. It 
was just one vote difference, ass timing the 
vote was seven for and seven against, I 
would have cast mine either in favour or 
against. 

\. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable 'House 
do now adjourn till Tuesday 18th Ma).-;2004 
at 10 a.m. J 

Adj ourned accordingly at 12.23 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 3"1 June, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mt· Speake•·: Honourable Colleagues, our 
Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday I" June, 2004 
is before us. I have gone through them and found 
them to be correct. However, I welcome your 
comments. Thank you . 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of Tuesday 1" June, 2004 and fund 
them to be correct. 1 therefore move for their 
adoption. 

Mt· A. 0. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, hon. Colleagues, I have risen from my seat to 
Second the Motion for the adopt ion of our Votes 
and Proceedings of Tuesday, I" June, 2004. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday I" June, 
2004 accordingly adopted. 

A i·· l ~SSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY, 
' • iE GOVERNOR OF ENUGU STATE 

Office of the Secretary to the State 
Government, (Ahuja Building), 
Enugu 2"d June, 2004 

Ref NESISSGIM2601632 

The Hon. Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Legislgtive Chambers 

713 

Enugti. 

Dear hon. Speaker, 

NOMINA TION OF COMMISSIONERS 

His Excellency, the Governor of Enugu State, Dr 
Chil''11 uk? Ogbonnia Nnamani has approved the 
nom1• ·.~;;.;ns of the following persons as 
Com .-· 1 • J·ioners: 

3. 

Mr James Ademu 
Arch. innocent Agbo 
Dr Pat Asadu 
Mr Chinedu Onuh 

j Mr Ogbonna ike 
c; Engr Dike Nnadi 
i Chief Ayogu E:::e 
8. Dr Martins Chukwunweike 
9. Dr FS.A. U::or 
I 0. Chief J C. Udeh 

· I I. Barr. Sullivan Chime 
1 i Engr Festus U. C. Ugwu 
1 J Mr Clement Okvvor 
14. HonAffamNnaji 
J 5. Princess Peace Nnaji 

Const'quently, he has directed me to respectfully 
reque~t .. hP. honourable House to kindly give the 
nonw. •:!•.1.1 expeditious consideration to enable 
them 7c Llribute their quota to the building of the 
State. 
,' an'. •.··ther directed by His Excellency to convey 
to you ond the entire hon. House the assurances of 
his highest regards. 

Sign~ 

Dr Ut/11 Shere 
Secrelaty to the State Government 
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Leader (Mr Anichukwu). Mr Speaker, Sir, my 
hon. Colleagues, may I move that the Message 
tl·om His Excellency the Governor of Enugu State 
be accepted for consideration at 2 p.m. today. 
Thank you, Sir. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo). Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
wish to second the Motion, as moved by the 
Leader of the House, that we step down sitting till 
2 p.m. (this afternoon) for the consideration of the 
message from the Governor of Enugu State. 
Thank you. 

Mr Speal•er: What the Leader of the House 
(Mr Anichukl-I'U) did was to accept the Message 
from the Executive Governor of Enugu State for 
consideration. There are two different issues. We 
are still sitting, so, the Chief Whip can just 
Second the Motion, and I will put the Question 
then he can go ahead to move a Motion that we 
step down proceedings until 2 p.m. today. 

An hon. Member: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
Leader of the House (Mr Anichukwu) said /2 
noon. 

Mr Speaker: No. The Leader said 2 p.m. 

An hon. Member: The Leader of the House 
should have moved a fom1al Motion for the 
acceptance of\ the Governor's Message. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, what I 
expected is for the Leader of the House to accept 
the Message from His Excellency for 
consideration by the House. The issue is that I do 
not want us to contradict ourselves. If we were to 
handle it, we would have considered it 
immediately, but since we are going to consider it 
at 2 p.m., there is nothing wrong if we say that we 
accept the Message from the Governor for 
consideration at 2 p.m. Then whoever is to 
Second the Motion will do so. The Leader can 
move again that we step down proceedings until 2 
p.m. Then it will be seconded and a Question wil l 
be put. So somebody should Second the Motion 
moved by the Leader of the House (Mr 
Anichu!c-wu), that we accept the Message from the 
Governor for consideration of the House at 2 p.m. 

I l , puty Leader (Mr Ani/ewe): Thank you, Mr 
Spehi:~r. I have risen to second the Motion as 
mcved by the Leader of the House, for the 
acceptance of the Governor's Message for 
considerati on at 2 p.m. 

Question put and agreed to 

\ lovemor 's Message accordingly accepted for 
con;ii?ration at 2 p.m. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

:' ~ r Speaker: The only announcement we are 
~oi1 • · :-'J make is that of time constraint, I do not 
knm·; how we are going to communicate the 
nominees. However, I am aware that 80% of those 
i1; ;ht: list were Executive Council members 
beL I am sure that some of them mi ;~h t be 
aroL ·now. 

i 1 qny case, if you know any of them, try to 
get in touch with him or her before 2 p.m. Tl,<:y 
are \ eJ-f easy to reach. Some of them have been at 
vari c.us le\ els in government. Some of them ~.re 

already at various levels of appointment in the 
present government, so they are known. 

leader (Mr Anichukwu): Thank you, Mr 
Spea w·. May I move that this honourable House 
do s·.ep down its proceedings until 2 p.m. this 
after:l00!1 to enable Members conduct the 
inteJ-;ir· N for the Commissioners Designates. 

;: , ''uty Whip: Mr Speaker, I have risen to 
SP.COi t· I the Motion. Thank you. 

) uestion put and agreed to. 

:· ling suspended at 10.30 a.m. 

S rting resumed 2.30p.m. 

._ead er: Thank you, Mr Speaker. May I move 
that ·he l-lc•use do now resume sitting to conti!1ue 
with the contents of the Order Paper. 

714 
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Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, I stand to second 
the Motion as moved by the leader that this House 
resumes as was scheduled. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Leadet·: Thank you, Mr Speaker, may I move 
that the House do resolve itse lf into a Committee 
of the Whole House to enable us consider the 
names of the Commissioners-Designates sent in 
by the Governor of Enugu State. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East I): Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. I rise to second the Motion as moved by 
the Leader of the House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

SCREENING OF THE COMMISSIONERS 
DESIGNATE 

Considered in the Committee of the 
Whole House 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, you 
are aware that we decided this morning to step 
down the proceedings of the s itting to enable us to 
reconvene at 2 p.m. to enable us attend to item 
No. 4 on the Order Paper. That is the screening of 
the Commissioners' nominees sent in by the 
Governor of Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani . 

At this juncture, we have fifteen nominees and 
having agreed that we are going to screen fifteen 
of them, we have to sta1i from No. I on the list. 
But I want to appeal that for the fact that one of 
them was an hon. Speaker of this Assembly in the 
year 2000, I think the best thing is to call him in 
first. He is hon . (Dr) F.S .A. Uzor. After that, we 
will start from No. 1 down to the last number. Is 
that O.K.? 

Several hon. Member: It is O.K. 

Thereupon hon. (D1~ U:::or was ushered in. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues. 
Honourable Doctor F.S.A. Uzor has been invited 

as an appointed Commissioner of Enugu State 
Government and on that note, the Commissioner 
desigm te- is here before us, you can now ask him 
questioqs as the normal thing. However, Dr Uzor 
is a one t .me Speaker of the Enugu State House of 
Assembly and incidentally, the Chairman of 
Ezeag4 Local Government and before now a 
Commi s ~ ioner in Enugu State Government and 
torlay again he is here for screening fo r yet 
anot); q opportunity to serve the people of Enugu 
State. "j 1ank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe). Thank you, Mr 
Chainr1ai1. This is a very articulated examination 
of a personality before us. It is always said that 
birds of the same feather flock together and once a 
Speaker; always a Speaker; just like once an hon. 
Member always an hon. Member. The gentleman 
before : us is not only a committed gentleman but 
an hon. Member with a difference. Mr Chairman, 
may I move a Motion that this my brother, who is 
equally a Member by tenure of his office, Speaker 
emerit11s of Enugu State House of Assembly, 
simply •:akes a bow and leaves the Chamber. 
Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu NOiih): Thank you, Mr 
Chaim1 tn . I have risen to second the Motion as 
moved by the hon. Deputy Leader of the House 
(lvir 4nikwe). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Jv]J F. S. A. U:::or, the Commissioner-designate 
accordingly took a bow and left the Chamber. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues. We 
have before us Mr James Ikechukwu Ademu. I 
can remen1ber that this is the second time he is 
appearing before this honourable House. Am I 
right? . 
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Severn! hon. Member: Yes, you are right! 

The Chairman: He appeared as a 
Commi~sioner of Enugu State Electoral 
Com11 ti ss ion. He is before us now based on our 
ii t- ·ita. iJ n which has to do with confirmation of 
hi s appointment as Commiss ioner in Enugu State 

• 
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Government, you can now ask him your\ 
questions. 

M•· C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Chairman, 
while we wait for his file to be ready may I 
humbly ask Mr Ademu to just give a run down of 
himself in a nutshell. Thank you. 

Mr J. Ademu: .Mr Chairman Sir. I have been 
invited to attend this screening by thi s honourable 
House; that is why I am here. My names are 
James Ikechukwu Ademu. I am from Ogwurugwu 
in Uzo-Uwani Local Government Area of Enugu 
State. I was born on I 0111 November, 1969. I have 
constitutionally concluded my Masters 
programme in public Administration at University 
of Nigeria Nsukka. Before then I did my diploma 
in political science at Ahmadu Bello Un iversity, 
Zaria. Presently I am an Electoral Commissioner 
with Enugu State Independent Electoral 
Commission. Thank you and God bless you all. 

Leader (Mr AJ1ichukvvu): Thank you, Mr 
Chaim1an. I have a simple question for Mr 
Ademu. Mr Ademu, we know by your experience 
you are well versed in conducting elections. Now, 
which Ministry do you think you will perf01m 
best if you are given the office? 

Mr Ademu: Mr Chairman, Sir, I have 
submitted my Curriculum Vitae. It is left to the 
appropriate authority to fix me where I am 
properly fitted. Thank you. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South !) : Thank you, Mr 
Chairman . Mr Ademu, I understand that you are 
working at the Independent Electoral 
Commission. Will you resign or do you intend to 
combine the two functions. 

Mr Ademu: They are two different portfolios. 
If I succeed and I am given another office I do not 
see the necessity or the need of maintaining the 
other office. Thank you. 

Mr A. 0 . Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, may I move that the person 
standing before you Mr James Ikechukwu 

A0·. "': u. Commissioner-Designate, takes a bow 
and I ~ .es the Chamber. Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, T ri se to second the Motion moved by the hon. 
Member for Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo). 

Q1testion put and agreed to. 

Mr James lkechukwu Ademu, Commissioner­
Designate, accordingly, took a bow and left the 
Chamber. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
before you is Arch. Innocent Agbo, 
Commissioner-Designate. He is here based on 
your invitation, following his nomination as 
Commissioner in Enugu State Government. !-lis 
C.Y. :~ before you. So you can ask him questions. 

Mr C. 0 . Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Char;·,.tan, Sir, I rise to move a Motion before this 
honourable House, asking them to allow Arch. 
Innoc l nt Agbo to take a bow and leave the 
Chan t ;er, having served this State as the former 
Secretary to the State Government. (SSG). Thank 
you 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, hon. Colleagues, I rise to second the Motion 
that was moved by the hon. Member for Awgu 
North (/vir Enebe) . Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Arch. Innocent Agbo, Commissioner-
Designate, accordingly, took a bow and left the 
Chamber. 

Tlte Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
~' P.fore you is Chief Ayaogu Eze, Commissioner­
Des< !'tate. l-Ie is here on your request, following 
his 1,. >mination as Commissioner in Enugu State 
Gov•: nment, by His Excellency, the Governor. 
You l : m ask him your questions. Thank you. 

M r M. Njeze (Udi North): The former 
Commissioner for Information, Chief Ayaogu 
Eze. you !1ave been a Commissioner several times 
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in the Government of Enugu State. During certain 
funct ions, you muddle the Protocol, or mixed-up 
or om it it, when it comes to referring to Members 
of the House of Assembly. Is it an act of omission 
or an act of intent, or is it a neglect or an act of 
ignorance? Thank you. 

Mr Ayogu Eze: Mr Chairman, Sir, hon. 
Members, I will request this honourable House to 
give me the grace to put the records straight. To 
the best of my recollection, whenever I have an 
opportunity especially when it comes to my 
department, I always know that in order of 
protocol, the hon. Members of the House of 
Assembly come before the Executive Council 
Members. May be because we are expected to be 
hundred percent accurate in our work, we could 
not follow the order. l wish to say that if there is 
an occasion where mistakenly, I did not observe 
the protocol , l have to apologise. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Ani/ewe): Thank you, Mr 
Chaitman, Mr Ayogu Eze (Commissioner­
designate), I get worri ed when I observe that as 
the mouth-piece of Enugu State, for all your jobs 
have been in the Information Ministry, how do 
you appreciate being in that position without a 
si ngle Newspaper owned by the State functionally 
in production? 

Mr Ayogu Eze: Mr Chairman, Sir, even as 
we are speaking in this Chamber, there is a 
Technical Team looking at the machines of the 
Daily Star. We have been trying since we came in 
to put Daily Star back because we need it as one 
ofthe information dissemination in Enugu State. 

Luckily, in the past few weeks we got a 
commitment with a foreign partner, established a 
Task Force and we have spent about eight million 
Naira (N8m) to put Daily Star back. 

As I was wattmg to see His Excellency this 
morning I was informed that the Agency has sent 
a team there to assess ou r request on the ground. 
So, I wil l make sure that what we have requested 
for is what we received. I am happy to say that 
one of the team members is Mr Innocent 

./ 

Okparadi t<e. He called me to say that they would 
soon mform me about some of their findings. 

So, I must surely ensure good job from them, 
and the Covemor is ready to match the agreement 
with Lhe foreign partners by providing all the 
need: and other requirements. Thank you. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Commissioner 
designate, going through your Curriculum Vitae 
(CV), you stated therein that you have HND and 
Maste1:s in Public Administration, but surprisingly 
none of them is attached to the C. V. you presented 
to us. How can we know that you have all the 
papet·s mentioned? 

Mr Ayogu Eze: Mr Chairman, Sir, I just 
thought that what is required is the C.V ., but if the 
papers are requi red, I assure you that without 
delay 1 wir produce them. Thank you. 

Mr C. 0 . Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr 
Chait man, what I want to ask the Commissioner 
desigo1ate is what effort will he make if he is back 
as tt.e hon. Commissioner for Information, to 
ensure that the Legislature, that is, debate of this 
hononrable House is fully covered? 

1\t,.r Ayogu Eze: Mr Chairman, Sir, that was 
t!~ e question I thought that the Leader (Mr 
Anikw.;) wanted to ask, but that was what hon. 
Enebe has now asked. (Laughter). 

T't~n, what has come into my mind is to say 
that I am making a commitment because once it is 
said, it cannot be pressed back. I am making a 
commitment that one of the best things is to create 
an Assembly Gallery that wi ll be carried by the 
FRCN and the ESBS, so that activities of this 
Assembly will be covered. I wi ll have to talk to 
them because of the nature of Television, it wi ll 
not be possible to sustain it on regular basis, but I 
am going to make sure that something is done. 

In addit ion to that we have a programme that 
is called ,';;nugu State Now that comes on air in 
Radio Nigeria on Mondays between 12 noon and 
1 p.rn. and that is open to the Speaker and 
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Members of this Assembly. It is not des igned 
exclus ively for the Executive arm. 

So, I am going to liaise with the Chairman, 
House Committee on Information to see how we 
can come up with a regular programme that will 
adequately cover the operations here. I am hoping 
that th is will be if I get back to the Information 
Mini stry. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East):. Mr Chai rman, 
Sir, the Commissioner designate, having 
answered the questions posed to him successfully. 
I now move that he takes a bow and leaves the 
House. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I ri se to second that Motion. Thank you. 

Questiol1 put and agreed to. 

Mr Ayogu E::e (Commissioner designate) 
accordingly took a bow and left the Chamber 

The Chairman: Honourable Col leagues. 
before you is Barr Sullivan Chime. He is here on 
your request and you can now ask him your 
questions . 

Deputy Leader: Barr Chime, I have this 
question for you. You will recall that recently, 
this honourable House passed a Bill on Law 
Reform in Enugu State. We would I ike to know 
the extent of your in vol vement with the House 
Committee on Judiciary on this assignmen t? 
Thank you . 

Mr S. Chime (Comm issioner designate): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, hon. Members, actuall y the 
process is on going, we have just got Law 
Revi sors, and the contract execution has not been 
signed. The Governor recentl y approved an 
amount of money to enable the production take 
off. 

So, as we are here now something is being 
done. Thank you . 

'Jirs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Chai rman. Sir. • 
Mr Sull ivan Chime, having been holding this 
post tion since 1999 without any problem; I hereby 
· : ·.vro that he takes a bow and leaves and 
c ~. mber. 

•vir A. C. Nnadi (Igbo Etiti West): Mr 
Ch>1,rman. Sir, I second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr S. Chime took a bow and left the Chamber. 
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Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) Thank you, Mr 
Chairman.· Mr Ogbonna Ike you have worked as 
Commi ssioner for Human Development and 
Poverty Reduction . The magnanimity of His 
Excell ency is clearer than the issue of poverty 
reducti::m to the extent that there is a programme 
follll wing the law passed by this honourable 
H01. 't on soft loan given to motorcycle riders who 
app.icd in Enugu State. What happened to that 
progt "mme i.e., that well intended idea to 
" •bsidize and infuse the thought of thrift to the 
tu!' e )f twelve million Naira? In you r opinion, do 
you L1 1ink that programme succeeded or fail ed? 

!Yi~· Ogbonna Ike: Mr Chairman, Sir, in my 
opinion, I think the programme is a considerable 
suc cess. The programme is still in progress. As at 
today. we have given out five million Naira to 
more thar hundred applicants and applications are 
still ,JenL; ing. The first part of the programme had 
been completed because most of these people do 
not v1ant to pay their counterpart fu nd to the bank. 
So, it is still going on. Thank you. 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Ike, you are 
welcome. I have gone through your curriculum 
vitae a ·d I have not seen a place you mentioned 
that : <~U have been a Commissioner before. You 
o;1ly 1·.1entioned all other appointments and 
p1ofes. ional bodies you belonged. Why did you 
pnt mention it. I am aware you are now in your 
Mit.J : t ~-y. What is your Ministty doing and what is 
its ac1' evement. 

Mr Ogbonna Ike: Actually, the whole plan of 
our !v1inistty is to tackle poverty and we spent a 
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lot of time and some of you will remember that 
you participated in a thin k-tank, the whole idea 
being to reduce povetty and we have statted this 
in five or six areas . Since then we have completed 
projects in two communities at Eha-Amufu and 
water reservoir at Okpatu. We are also doing a lot 
of work in conjunction with the Ministry of 
Agriculture to increase productivity to cultivate 
cassava and oil palm giving them access to credit. 
There is also plan to have small and medium scale 
industries established in the rural areas. We work 
extensively with other Ministries to ach ieve the 
overall goal of the Ministry of Human 
Development and Povetty Reduction. We 
coordinate the affairs of other Ministries towards 
povetty reduction. We are also playing an 
important patt in the School Meals Programmes. 
These are some of the major areas that we have 
focused on, in this present dispensation. 

Mr J. C. Obidinma (Oj i River): Thank you, 
Mr Chairman. I have equally gone through the 
Curricular Vitae of Mr Ogbonna Ike and observed 
that his date of bitth, state of origin, and local 
government area were omitted. Were they 
omissions or what? 

Mr Ogbonna Ike: Mr Chairman, I am sorry. 
Yes, it was an omission. I was born in Enugu 
State, at Uvuru , Umuora, old Nsukka local 
government area. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, Sir, permit me to 
recollect that when we screened the hon. 
Commissioner in the past, it was so obvious that 
the · former hon. Commiss ioner did not know the 
Constituency where the hon. Member 
representing him comes from. Apati from that, 
the local government area of origin of the hon. 
Commi ssioner was not know. Then my question 
is having imposed enom1ous duties which 
virtually cut across the Mi ni stries, I want to know 
the extent to whi ch you have been able to make 
several Ministries in this State, non-governmental 
organizations, civil societies, inter-Ministerial 
organizations get involved in your functions 
considering the fact that it cuts across local 
government areas. Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

Mr Ogbonna Ike: Mr Chairman, we have 
been able to tTiake-up in different ways . We 
involve all the Ministries and Civil Servants in 
development and all our Poverty Reduction 
strategies . They are also involved in information 
dissemination as well as development and 
eradication strategies is also being handled. 
Inter,1ationally, organisations like UNDP as well 
as 01 her bodies are very much interested in our 
programmes and they have expressed their desires 
and N; llingness to facilitate the programmes of 
Pove1ty Reductions in Enugu State. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo-Eze North 1): Thank 
you, Mr Chairman. My Question is apart from 
asscciating yourself with almost everything that is 
happening in all the Mini stries, you are aware that 
our poor people are living in the rural 
commnnities. They are our indices for measuring 
poverty in any society. For example, the per capita 
income is the amount of money that people used 
for whatever they are doing. Ninety percent of the 
rural dwellers are outside Enugu here. Wh :1t 
effort > have you made to reach them and tell them 
that } OU are there to help them. For example in 
this ct edit schemes, how many people can you tell 
the House, have been able to receive credit 
fac ilit1eo from your Ministry? (interruptions). In a 
nutshell my question is have you made yourself 
availaJ!t: to the rural dwellers? How far have you 
gone i.O'' ards improving their welfare patiicularly 
in prcv tding them with credit facilities, so that 
their per-capita income will rise and thereby 
improve their soup-pot, i.e, what they put on their 
table for feeding etc. Have you made yourself 
avmlabl e to the rural dwellers or you are just 
assoc i a~ing with the Ministries? 
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Mr Ogbonna Ike: Mr Chairman, Sir, yes, we 
have made ourselves available to the rural 
dwellei·s. For instance, some months ago when we 
were ;r;mmencing the women 's Micro Credit 
Schem ~, we took a tour of the three Senatorial 
Zones and met with rural women in all the three 
Senato-·ial Zones. We al so had ·communication 
with a I the communities about their Community 
Development Councils. We get feedbacks from 
them on a regular basis . We have community 
development officers that are resident in LGAs, as 
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well as Cooperative Ofticers. One of our 
depa11ments is Cooperative Depa11ment and these 
Cooperative Departments have officers in each of 
the Local Government Areas that give us 
feed back from the rural areas. In addition to th:: t 1 
also make trips myself to the different 
Communities from time to time to lind out what 
they needed and to look at what their 
developmental needs were. 

Mr Onyeze: My question specifically, how 
many people have you helped with getting credit 
facilities in the rural areas? Can you explain the 
numbers? 

Mr Ogbonna Ike: Mr Chairman, Sir, we have 
not effectively commenced disbursement of our 
Micro Credit Scheme. We are expecting to begin 
with the Women Micro Credit Scheme. It was just 
last month that the money was approved. We are 
still working on getting the grou ps together, 
sensitize them, and organize a type of training for 
the women that will be recei ving these facilities. 
The di sbursement has not yet been made. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr Chairman, 
having answered the questions put to him, may I 
now move that Mr Ogbonna Ike (Commissioner­
designate) takes a bow and leaves the Chamber. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker, 1 ri se 
to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Ogbonna Ike accordingly took a bow and 
left the Chamber. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
before you is Dr Patrick Asadu. You may ask him 
your questions. 

Mr Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr Chairman, 
Members of the Enugu State House of Assembly, 
former Commissioner tor Agriculture, and 
Natural Resources. this honourable House will 
like to know if by the grace of His Excellency, 
you will like to go back as the Commissioner tor 
Agriculture and Natural Resources. 

.,• 

Dr P. Asadu (Commissioner Designate): Mr 
Chair,; '"'1. di stinguished Members of the Enugu 
State l lc·•·se of Assembly, it is a pleasure to be in 
your n:icst. It is also a privil ege to be nominated 
by J-1 ; ; Excellency for confirmation, if you so 
pkast \ s a public servant and as a former 
Comm i ;sioner, my wish is for His Excellency to 
dc,.10 v me to any mini stry he thinks I will be of 
most t <· nefit to the good people of Enugu State. 

Bu t like your question suggests, if His 
Excell er.cy decides that I should go back to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources, I 
will put in more energy and even more innovation 
in running that ministry. Precisely, it is a core 
Min istry to :he economy of th is State. 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Dr P. Asadu 
(Commissioner designate), my question is that 
you are a·..vare that one of the basic needs of man 
is too 1 f,n adage says that: A hung1y man is an 
angt~ · I' IC/1. 

J-1; , . :1g been the Commissioner for 
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Agric 1 iure in this State, I want you to tell this 
1- J ·.) US\ .he effo11s you have made in the past to 
en$ure '.hat agriculture which has to do with 1ood, 
s:··ives. There is a feeling that our State needs food 
to k (: : our people. Secondly, what were the high 
poimc and low points of your last tenure. Thank 
you. 

Dr P. Asadu: Thank you, Mr Chairman and 
honourab le Members for the opportunity again. I 
will say that I was the Commissioner to r 
Agriculture in the past one year, I have been 
working with the active suppo11 of His Excellency 
the Governor to be able to re-focus the Ministry, 
reform a lot of inefficient systems and come up 
with a T)Oiicy document on where agriculture 
shou U :,e heading in EnL1gu State. What we have 
beer ~ l, l e to achieve, working in conjunction with 
the 1\ lll1istry of Poverty Reduction and the DFID 
is to ·e ,uce where the government should directly 
intw :Ie in agriculture to specifics. 

In: lead of our being Jack of all Trade and 
Mastering none, we want a situation where, may 
bt- "~ l~ll"e the year 2007, if we im plement th e 
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we are trying to place it on Enugu map that 
Agricul tu re should not be looked down upon. So, 
if all these House Members were there it will send 
a message to the vill age fa rmer. So, we did not 
gain by not inviting you rather we lost. And I can 
now explain why we did not have quite some bon. 
Members except those who are tl·om that area. 
Accept my apo logy, Sir. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Chaim1an, 
having answered the questions very intelligently 
and exhaustively, may I now move that Dr Asadu 
takes a bow and leaves the Chamber. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North !): Mr 
Chairman, Sir. I beg to second the Motion that the 
Commissioner designate takes a bow and leaves 
the Chamber. 

Question pul and agreed to. 

Mr Asadu accordingly took a bow and lefl the 
Chamber 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
before you is han. Afam Nnaji . He is here on your 
request fo llowing hi s nominat ion as a 
Commissioner-designate. You can now proceed 
with your questions . 

Mr C. Nnamani (Nkanu West): Thank you, 
Mr Chairman. Honourable Afam is my brother 
and the bon. Commiss ioner for Youths and 
Sports. I hereby move a Motion that he should be 
a llowed to take a bow and leave. I thank you. 

Mt· M. Njeze (Udi North): Thank you, Mr 
Chairman. May I beautifully second the Motion 
that bon. Afam N naj i takes a bow and leaves the 
Chamber. 

The Chairman: Before he leaves, I wish to 
appeal that as a Commiss ioner for Youths and 
Spo11s let him try as much as possible to improve 
on the position of sports in Enugu State. Thank 
you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

./ 

hunourable Afam Nnaji accordingly took a 
bow and leji the Chamber. 

The Chairman: Honourable Coll eagues, 
before you is Ch ief Mrs Princess Uzamaka Peace 
Nnaj i. Yqu can ask her your questions. 

Mr A. C. Nnadi (lgbo-Etiti West) : Thank 
you , Mr Chairman. The Commiss ioner-designate, 
1 do not intend to overlabour you but 1 carefully 
went through your Curri culum Vitae where you 
recorded the schools attended . It is about five 
schools but you have not showed us that you are 
the true owner of those Certificates or attached 
documents in the V.C. I do not know what is 
wrong. 
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Mrs Nnaji: Mr Chaim1an, when they told me 
to appear fo r th is in terview I was to ld to send my 
Cur•·icu lum Vitae, I did not know that I am 
suppmed to send in my Certificates. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South) : Mr Chairman, I 
know Mrs N naji very we ll . She is our great 
woman leader. I therefore move that she takes a 
bow and leaves the Chamber. 

Leader . Mr Chairman, I have risen to second 
the Motion as moved by the han. Member for Udi 
South (Mrs Eneh) . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mrs Nnaji accordingly took a bow and lefl the 
Chamber 

The Chairman: Honourable Co lleagues, 
before you is Dr Martins Chukwunwike, 
Commissioner-des ignate, He is here based on 
your invitat ion following his nomin at ion as 
Commiss ioner in Enugu State Government. His 
C.V. is before you. So you can ask him questions. 
Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Dr Ma11ins 
Chukwunwike, having gone th rough your C.V., 
you stated clearly your steady growth in terms of 
appointments. I am particularly interested in your 
recent appo intment a~ a Director of Community 

~ 
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agenda we plan for ourselves, Enugu will be 
noted as the major producer of specific 
agricultural products, not just for the people of 
Enugu State, but for other States and international 
markets. Specifically speaking, we are 
categorized as a major ri ce producer. Before I 
came into the Minist1y, we were rated as minor 
rice producer, because success ive mi I itary 
administrations all owed Adarice and other Rice 
Projects in the State to go underground. Working 
with His Excellency, we have been able to attract 
the Federal Government to come into canali sing 
the Adarice. That is a multi-b illing Naira project 
and the Technica l Team from the Federal 
Ministry is st ill working on it as I am talking now. 
And one of the cardinal things His Excell ency 
challenged us even as we came into the first 
tenure was to see how we could establ ish Rice 
Mills in rice producing areas of Enugu State. That 
objective is just about to be rea li zed, because for 
the tirst time in Enugu State, we are able to 
acqu i1·e one of the most modern rice mill s that 
you can have in any pa11 of the world and about 
two or three weeks ago, we were call ing on rice 
mill ers to come to us . That is fo r ri ce . 

The other place we have been tryi ng to focus 
is cassava. We are trying to say do agriculture the 
way you want it. But the government is 
channeling its resources because of its meager 
nature to specific intervention programmes. For 
food crops, we chose rice and cassava. For cash 
crops, we chose cashew and oil-palm; for animal 
products, we chose poultry and piggery. And we 
have specific interventi on programme working 
with DFID, the Federal Min istry of Agriculture, 
FAO, and we have set targets which says that 
between now and month 'x', we will do thi s 
specific pmject, we expect thi s specifi c object ives 
and I have the feeling that if that document which 
the Ministry will also try to get across to 
Members of the House for their own input, is 
eventua lly adopted and used , agri cu lture in Enugu 
State will be a different thing. I hope we will be 
ab le to make some impact. 

The high points of my stay in that Ministry is 
fix in g a work fo rce that had assumed that 
government was not interested in agri culture. 
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That the State Government is interested in 
infrestructure, education, Science and Technology 
and not in agriculture. We have been able to make 
our workers both in ENADEP, in Fertilizer, in 
othe·· ~ub-sectors and even in the Min ist1y to 
kno1 1 that we have to work to prove to the 
Governor that agriculture is the main stay of an 
economy that is not oi l-dependent, and I believe 
that we are on course. I was go ing to sta1i the fi rst 
plantrt ion planting since M. I. Okpara. I was­
going to start that programme on Tuesday, just 
hefot:e we were dissol ved. I also believe that that 
program me was on ai r. So what we did in the 
Min •stry was to define what one can fund , notice 
gaps between Federal and State programme, and 
talk k' DFID to see whether they wi ll assist us to 
make sure that we have a cosmopolitan view of 
agriculture. Thank you. 

Deputy Leadet· (Mr Anibi!e)_· Mr Asad u, I 
havt thi s question for you: Recently when you 
werE there as Commissioner for Agriculture, the 
Exec uti ~ e Governor of the State mapped out 
Agri;;ultural launch ing or planting season. that is, 
com. nencement of the planting season was 
launched and you considered it not appropriate to 
invite the House Committee on Agriculture? Do 
you b~' l ieve that it is only the day your name 
appe1:·s aga in for clearance that you are due to 
<'ppcar in the House or do you not think that the 
J-IOU$t' has an over-sight function in any Ministry 
where you find yourself today? Thank you . 

Mr Asadu: Thank you, Mr Chairman and 
other distinguished Members. I am being 
informed for the first time that the House 
Committee were not informed about the planting 
season because I as a Commiss ioner issued 
circu lars in viting not just House Members but 
even important stakeholders' (Jet me just use that 
word lor whatever it is worth). So, if in the 
beaurocracy there was that miss in sending 
invit.ttions to the appropriate Committee not just 
to the Committee on Agriculture wh_o are our 
Supervisors in the Ministry but other House 
Members, then I have to apologize and let me 
acceqt the responsibility as a head of that 
Mi ni stry . But if I were given the opp01iunity I will 
also TJ resent copies of what I sent out. One is that 
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Development Cou ncil (C.D.C) . How far is C.D.C. 
in Enugu State? Thank you . 

Dr M . Chukwunwike (Commissioner­
designate): Well , the (C .D .C) Community 
Development Council was set-up in the year 
2000, by His Excellency, the Executive Governor 
of Enugu State, Dr Chi maroke Nnamani . The 
essence was to bring developments to the Rural 
peop le, and to that extent the objecti ve has been 
achieved . A ll of ou r pilot projects have been 
completed, and we are now into the second phase 
of the Projects implementation and more projects 
in other Communities . The Pilot Projects 
completed are I su-A wa Education project; it was 
really commissioned by His Excellency. We have 
a lso completed the Eha-Amufu Cottage Hospital 
and Okpanku. Those are the work that we have 
finished already. The last two are waiting for 
comm iss ioning. We hope to be more aggressive 
th is t ime in order to reach other Communities. 
That is how far we have gone, Sir. 

M r A. C. Nnadi (Igbo-Etiti West): Dr 
Martins Chukwunwike, Commissioner-designate, 
you know that you are a Medical Doctor by 
tra ining, am I correct? 

Dr M . C hukwunwike: Yes, Sir. 

Mr Nnadi : Now, assuming that we give you 
this job, we have two other Medical Doctors we 
are equally going to screen as Commissioners­
designate. Where in the Ministry do you think 
you are going to be suitable, assuming one of the 
Medical Doctors take-over Ministry of Health? 
Thank you. 

Dr M. Chukwunwike: I don't know whether 
it is for me to a llocate Minist1y for myself. But if 
my C.V. is acceptable to the honourable House, 
wh ich ever Minist1y that is allocated to me, I 
th ink, I wi ll do my best to discharge duties there. 

Mr Njeze: Dr Martins Chukwunwike, what 
Public Service experience do you have? 

Dr Chukwunwil<e: Wel l, I worked at the 
Nnamd i Aziki we Uni versi ty Teaching Hospital as 

" 

a r<"'s ident Doctor when I was doing my post 
Doc.:Lnrate degree. I also was a Member of 
Mbar abo North Constitu tional Committee. And I 
did medical conference in those Communities . I 
2: :0 accommodate any other duty. 

l,tJ. r Enebe: Mr Chairman, Sir, may I move 
that Ur Chukwu nwike takes a bow and leaves the 
Chamoer. 

M r J . Obidinma (Oj i River): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, ! ri se to second the Motion that was moved by 
the hon. Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe). 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Dr Martins Chukivunwike, accordingly took a 
bow and left the Chamber. 

T he C hairman: Honourable Coll eagues, 
before you is Engr Dike Boniface N nadi, 
Commissioner-designate. He is here based on 
your invitation, follow ing his nomination as 
Comro issioner in Enugu State Government. His 
C.V. is before you. So, Members are free to ask 
him questions . 

Cp ief Whip: Mr Chairman , Sir, the 
Commiss ioner designate (Engineer Dike), appears 
to be an engineer of excellence so to say. He is 
one we have all known to belong in one way or 
the o.ther to the party we ourselves belong. 
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Mr Chai rman, may I move that he gives a 
summa1y of his curriculum vitae and there after 
takes a bow and leaves. 

The Chairman: What the Chief Whip moved 
is not a Motion. 

M r Enebe: Mr Chainnan, it is a Motion. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, what I said is th is, 
I moved a Motion that he gives a summmy of his 
C. \ ' iJ nd thereafter takes a bow and leaves . 

M r Enebe: An observation. My observation is 
that fhe Motion of the Chief Whip should come 
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one after the other because if in the course of his 
answering the question we are not satisfied, 
another question may come up, then he cannot 
take a bow and leave. 

The Chairman: So, the Commissioner 
designate (Mr Dike) may give us the run down of 
his C.V., thereafter somebody can move the 
second Motion. 

Mr Dil<e Nnadi (Commissioner designate): 
My names are Engr Dike Nnadi and my town of 
origin is Ekeokwu Ekwegbe. I was born on 131

h 

April, 1960; I did my primary education at St. 
Patrick's School, Ekeoku Ekwegbe; I did my 
secondmy education at College of Immaculate 
Conception (CIC) Enugu. I had my University 
education at the then Anambra State University of 
Technology, Enugu. 

I am a holder of First School Leaving 
Certificate, WASC, a Bachelor Degree in Civil 
Engineering. My place of prima1y ass ignment 
under the NYSC was at the Governor's Office, 
Sokoto State. 

. After that I came down to the South, I had my 
first employment with YOKS Consultant. It is a 
Ci vil Engineering Firm headed by currently the 
Chairman of the Nigerian Society of Engineers, 
Engr D.E. Oke. 

Later I was employed by El-shadai Computers 
as a Manager. Subsequently, I was employed by 
NOKAN Ventures as the Project Manager. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr AtigJ.Ye): Mr Chairman, 
l beg to move that the gentleman before us takes a 
bow and leaves. Thank you . 

Mr A.C. Nnadi (Igbo-Etiti West): Mr 
Chainnan, Sir, I beg to second that Motion that 
hon. Dike Nnadi (Commissioner designate) takes 
a bow and leaves. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Dike Nnadi (Commissioner designate) 
accordingly took a bow and left the Chamber 

., 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
before you is Mr J.C. Ude one of the 
Comrr, issioners designate . May you ask him your 
questions, please. 

Oeputy Leader: Thank you, Mr Chairman. 
The gen tleman standing before us was a former 
Commissioner under the first sess ion of this 
administration. He is also the man who is incharge 
of all the campaigns within the pa1ty that brought 
all of us here, and having served in the previous 
adm in istration as Hon . Commissioner, and as an 
arch itect of our being here, by our great pa1ty, 
may I move that Hon. J. C. Ude simply takes a 
bow and leaves the Floor of this House. 

Mrs C. Eneh: Mr Chairman, Sir, I have risen 
to second that Motion. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

lvlr J C. Ude (Commissioner designate) 
acc fJrdingly look a bow and left the Chamber. 
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The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
befor(! you is Engineer F.U .C. Ugwu. You are free 
now to ask him your questions . 

Mr 0 . Chukwuegbo (Enugu South): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, having gone through his 
curriculum vitae, and of course I believe every 
one cf us have equally done so, I stand to move 
that En~;meer Ugwu takes a bow and leaves . 

Mr Enebe: Mr Chairman, Sir, before I second 
the Motion may I ask the Commissioner designate 
before us that if he is sent back to the Minist1y of 
Wo.-ks, how long will it take him to work the road 
in our qua1ters. 

Engineer Ugwu: Mr Chairman, Sir, we have 
already made proposal concerning road network 
in the legislative qua1ters and the drainage system 
and ,hat 11as been submitted to His Excellency. 
Wear: awaiting his response for us to sta1t work. 

M r M . Njeze (Udi North): Thank you, Mr 
Chairman. I wish to second the Motion but after 
the former Commissioner has answered this 
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that the m~jority of them, about nine of them we 
have just screened were former Commissioners. 
They have held positions in the last government 
in just few months or one year or thereabout. 
They have been able to distinguish themselves in 
their different Ministries. I take particular interest 
in the appointment of Engr Dike Nnadi because 
during the last elections, I worked closely with 
him at Awgu to ensure that our pa1ty PDP, wins 
the elections. He was so instrumental to the 
success recorded at A wgu to the extent that I have 
being looking forward to this day . I therefore 
thank almighty God and the Governor for 
rewarding hard work. 

The youngmen really did a lot of job for us. I 
will not end my speech without mentioning the 
re-emergence as a Commissioner of our one-time 
Speaker, hon. Dr F.S .A. Uzor. I say this because 
most of the time hon. Members leave the House 
of Assembly, the next visit you will hear that the 
person's corpse is being brought to the House of 
Assembly. This is a young man who within such 
a short space of time has attended screening here, 
the other time and he is here again. I believe that 
all these are happening because he has being able 
to do the job as the governor wants him to do it. 

I equally want to also to mention about Dr 
Martins Chukwunwike, who recently, was the 
Coordinator of CDCC in Enugu State. Dr Martins 
Chukwunwike happens to come from my own 
constituency and as far as I am concerned, with 
hi s due sense of duty and responsibility, I can 
confidently vouch for his ability to deliver, if 
eventually the House confirms his appointment. 
The same goes to other designates like Barr 
Sullivan Chime and Chief Ayogu Eze. So, Mr 
Speaker, without wasting much of your time, I am 
of the opinion that we go ahead to confirm these 
Commissioners-designate, so that the wheel of 
Enugu State will not ground to a halt. Thank you, 
very much. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have risen to 
show my appreciation with the caliber of 
personalities being forwarded to this honourable 
House . for appointment as Commissioners. In the 
first instance, the people who were forwarded are 

people w ith sound Curricula Vitae and people 
who have excelled in their fields of different 
endeavot.rs and it is my belief that having made 
tremendous success from where-ever they have 
been, prior to their appointment as 
Commissioners-designate, they must have done 
well there. It is my hope as well that they should 
continue and will keep the flag flying . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this is one of the first times 
intellectu als are really being imp01ted into the 
government of Enugu State because if you watch 
the Curricula Vitae of the Commissioners­
designate at least ninety five of them are graduates 
of up to Masters Degree level. I believe that the 
academic in put they have really made towards the 
growth of the society could be transferred into the 
political engineering of this state . Mr Speaker Sir, 
I wi sh also to commend the Executive for doing 
the Stare proud by the appointment men of 
cred ible character, and I also wish that the 
Commissioners-designate will discharge their 
duti es effectively. I am praying also that the 
functions to be allocated to the Commissioners 
should be made to appear in a technical formular, 
by allocating people with the subject matter for 
whi ch they have excelled excessively into their 
fields of endeavour. 
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lvlr Speaker, Sir, on grounds of these I wish to 
say a big congratulations to the Commissioners 
for passing through these hurdles of cross­
examinations and interviews. Thank you, Sir. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr Speaker, 
have ri sen to make contributions about these 
gentlemen we have just screened. I have to 
commend immensely His Excellency, the 
Executive Governor of Enugu State for one 
particular thing demonstrated in this appointment. 
If you watch out clearly, you will discover that 
100% of these people are actually party 
functionaries and pmty loyalists. People that have 
contributed immensely to what we are today, the 
enthronement of this present administration. 

Do we talk of the women Leader of the PDP, 
indefatigable, all -dogged woman of the pmty, or 
do we talk ofNnadi, who has been there as the old 
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question. You have just told us that the proposal 
for the repair of the road is awaiting the 
Governor's approval. As an experienced 
Engineer, before your proposal scales through; if 
you are returned to the Ministry of Works, before 
the proposal comes out, is there no way, as an 
experienced Engineer, you can use existing 
tippers and pay loaders and graders in your 
Ministry to have a temporary repair pending when 
the approval comes out. 

Engr Ugwu: Mr Chairman, Sir, presently, we 
do not have reliable equipment in the Mini stry 
and even if we have, we still need money to buy 
gasoline, engine oil and other things . We shall 
still pay for latrite, which we shall bring into the 
place and it is also necessary that a nice work and 
final work according to the design we have made 
is adhered to so that we do not have a repeat after 
heavy rain. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Chairman, Sir, having 
answered the questions may I second the Motion 
moved by the Chairman, House Committee on 
Works that he takes a bow and leaves. 

Question put and agreed to 

Engineer F. C. U. Uf5'11U accordingly took a 
bow and left the Chamber. 

The Chairman: Honorable Colleagues, Mr 
Clement Okwor is here. You can ask hii11 
question. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo Eze North 1): Mr 
Chairman Sir, the curriculum vitae of the 
Commissioner-designate is before all of us. You 
are all aware that he was a one time Secretary to 
the State Government and just up to few days 
ago, bon . Commissioner for Education. You are 
all aware of his outstanding achievements in those 
places he had worked, I therefore, move a Motion 
that he takes a bow and leaves. 

M•· C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I rise to second the Motion. 
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U>1estion put and agreed to 

Mr Clement Okl11or accordingly took a bow 
and left the Chamber. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
before the House is Mr Chinedu Onuh, you can go 
ahead and ask him questions. 

Mr A. 0. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Thank you 
Mr Chairman. My Colleagues, hon . Members of 
th is great Parliament, it is said that the sweetness 
of the tood is in the eating. My respected 
Coll eagues, 1 am appealing that the youngman 
before us should take a bow and leave because he 
is wel l known to all of us. 

A 11 hon. Member: The hon. Member for Uzo 
r. 'wani (Mr Chigbo) has not moved any Motion. 
(Jnl ;' ruptions) . 

J) ~puty Leader (Mr Ani/ewe): Thank you, Mr 
Cha11 ,nan, may I now Move that Mr I-1 i lary 
Chinedu Onuh, s imply takes a bow and leaves the 
Chamber. 

Mr F E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I ri se to second the Motion moved by the 
Deputy Leader (Mr Anihve) that Mr Hilary 
Chinedu Onuh takes a bow and leaves. 

Question put and agreed to. 

H1r Onuh accordingly took a bow and left the 
Cham her 

Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, I pray that 
Committee reports progress. 

,\;/, Speaker resumed the Chair 

lf< r C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to say my views on what we just 
experienced. First of all I w ill like to express my 
happiness with the State Government i.e. the 
Ex-:cmi ve Arm of Government for appointing 
mostly youngmen into this yet to be formed 
Cabinet. I say this because the future of this State 
belongs to the youths, and you will agree with me 
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party Chairman of Igbo Etiti , who laboured and 
fought the opposition there to a stand-still, or we 
you talk of J.C. Ude, the Campaign Manager who 
packaged and worked for every ex1stmg 
community in the nooks and crannies in Enugu 
State? Who else wi II he talk of that have not done 
one th ing or the other i.e. contributed immensely 
to the party . by this, His Excellency has 
demonstrated that he who works will definitely 
eat. 

If you have patience, your own time will 
come. This exempla1y appointment to my mind 
are ve1y much suited. To my own understanding, 
they merit this appointment. I urge my 
Colleagues, to confirm these appointments 
without delay . 

Mr Speaker, therefore may I move that the 
Question be put for the confirmation of these 
nominees as screened. Thank you. 

Question, Thai the Question be put, put and 
agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House today, 
3'd day of June 2004, confirms the appointment of 
the Commissioners-Designate as sent to this 
honourable House by His Excellency the 
Governor of Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke 
Ogbonnia Nnamani. 

... 

MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC 
IMPORTANCE 

Congratulatory Message to the 
President of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, Chief Olusegun Aremu 
Obasanjo for the worthy Appointment 
of Prof. Chinedu Ositadinma Nebo as 
the Vice Chancellor of the University 
of Nigeria (UNN) Nsukl<a 

M1· A. 0. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr Speaker, 
have a matter of urgent Pub! ic importance. In 

view of this matter, Mr Speaker, may I seek the 
leave of this House to suspend Order No. 25 of 

" 

th1s House, wh ich says; That every Motion must 
be on notice; to enable me bring the attention of 
th is House to this all-important matter. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, observation; I have 
an observation to make. 

, I am personally not against this Motion, but I 
waqt to po int out to the Sponsor of the Motion 
that the caption is not properly couched. It says: 
Congratulatory Message to the President of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun 
Aremu Obasanjo for the worthy appointment of 
Prof Chinedu Ositadinma Nebo as the Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Nigeria Nsukka. 
The Congratu latory Message should go to the 
beneficia1y, Prof. Chinedu Ositadinma Nebo and 
not Mr President. Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze N01th 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the word congratulation can go to 
express positive feelings when somebody has 
done something good, and also to somebody who 
has received something. So I believe that we are 
congratulating the Head of State for doing 
something good. 

As a matter of fact he has done something 
good and we can appreciate it by saying 
congratulations. I do not see anything wrong by 
using the word congratulation, instead of thank 
you. 
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Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, I think that the 
observation raised by the han . Member for Awgu 
North (Mr Enebe) is unnecessary considering the 
fact that he aligns himself with the intents of the 
Motion. It is my thinking that if the caption is not 
phrased the way it should be, all he needs do is to 
make an amendment. 

May I second that Order No. 25 of this 
honourable House be suspended. 

Mr Speaker: So it is ve1y clear that the 
observation canvassed by the han. Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) is premature. (Laughte1). 

Qziestion put and agreed to. 
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Order No. 25 accordingly suspended to 
enable the han. Member for U=o Uwani to move a 
Motion on Matter of Urgent Public Importance. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, Sir, my respected 
Colleagues of this Parliament. It is a thing of joy. 
The eagle has landed. My Colleagues, it is the 
appoi ntment of Prof. Chinedu Ositadinma Nebo, 
the son of the soi l as the Vice Chancellor of the 
Un iversity of N igeri a (UNN) Nsukka. 

Chief Whip: Point of Order! The Motion has 
not yet been seconded. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anilnve): Mr Chairman, I 
have risen to second the Motion as moved by the 
hon. Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) . 

Mr Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
my respected Colleagues of this great Parliament, 
it is a thing of joy, the eagle has landed. My 
Colleagues, it is the appointment of Prof. Chinedu 
Ositadinma Nebo, the son of the soil as the Vice 
Chancellor of the University of N igeria Nsukka. 
It is on this note, that I wish to remind you people 
that since 1960 when the University was founded 
till today 2004, 44 years now, that nobody from 
thi s State (Enugu State) where the · University is 
situated has ever been the Vice Chancellor which 
has severely affected our people from 
employment quota, admission of our sons and 
daughters, promotions in the Institution, and even 
departmental heads. It is based on this singular 
opportunity given to us that I am delighted and 
enj oin he bon. Members of this great House to 
resolve as fo llows:-

!. That the Enugu State House of 
Assembly and in fact, the entire 
people of the State hereby 
congratulate the Head of State Chief 
Olusegun Obasanjo for the 
appointment of professor Chinedu 
Nebo into the exalted position of 
Vice Chancellor of University of 
Nigeria Nsukka which we are 
clamouring for since 44 years now. 

2. That the Enugu State House of 
Assembly hereby fe licitates with our 

/ 

3. 

dynamic Governor for his untiring 
effmis in seeing this dream come 
true. 

That we, the hon. Members of this 
great Parliament hereby urge our son 
to always go ahead with his hard 
work and good omen which 
contributed in one way or the other in 
realizing this long awaited dream; by 
this act the sky will be his limit. 

Bt: it moved and it is hereby moved . 

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker. If 
you vvatch out, the success of the Motion actually 
has to go to the man who made it possible. That 
man is the man who has power to appoint. He is 
the Head of the Federal Republic of N igeri a. It is 
an hnnou r done to Enugu State and to this 
honourable House. And as you know, such an 
honour is not just on a platter of gold. I am 
par •. :r.ularly happy for the doggedness of His 
Excel ency the goal-getter, dynamic Governor of 
Enugu State for standing behind thi s and to make 
every effort to actuali ze this long dream of having 
an indigenous Vice Chancellor in the University 
situated here in Enugu State. 

Mr Speaker, you will recall that Professor 
Nebo as a person himself was the former Deputy 
Vice Chancellor (DVC) of ESUT and a reverend, 
a man of God. He was just promoted a Venerable 
in Angli can Communion. I believe it is actually 
the manifestation of divine intervention because I 
believe in my mind, a divine intervention can lead 
to divil1e dividends. That is what we are havi ng 
today by the grace of His Excellency, Mr 
President and by the grace of His Excellency, Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani, the Executive Governor of 
Enugu ·State and most importantly, by the grace of 
the Almighty God we are today talking of Vice 
Ci," .,cell or of Enugu State origin taking charge of 
the f<J: •·· ous number one University, University of 
Nigeri a, Nsukka. Mr Speaker, this Motion does 
not require long speech. I call on my Colleagues 
to qu ickly pass this Motion. I therefore move that 
the Question be put. Thank you. 
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2. 

3. 

Chinedu Nebo into the exalted 
position of Vice Chancellor of Vice 
Chancellor of University of Nigeria 
Nsukka (UNN), which we are 
clamouring for since 44 years now. 

That the Enugu State House of 
Assembly (ENHA) hereby felicitates 
with our dynamic Governor for his 
untiring efforts in seeing this dream 
come true. 

That we the hon. Members of this 
great Parliament hereby urge our son 
to always go ahead with his hard 
work and good omen which 
contributed in one way or the other in 
realizing this long awaited dream; by 
this act the sky will be his limits. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meetings 

Mr Speaker: There will be a meeting of the 
House Committee on Education, Friday 4th June, 
2004, by 12 noon . The venue is Chairman's 
Office, room 212. All Members of the Committee 
are expected to attend the meeting and crucial 
matters are really to be discussed . 

Public Hearing 

The Members of Joint Committee on Health, 
Judiciary, Education and Privileges are invited for 
Public Hearing on the Bill titled Accident Victims 
Immediate Treatment Bill No. 7, 2004 as follows: 
Date is Friday 4th June, 2004, Time 11 a.m. 
Venue is conference Hall, House of Assembly 
Complex. Signed by hon. F. Onah, Chairman. 

Meeting 

The House Committee on Rules and Business 
will be having their normal meeting on 
Wednesday, 9th June, 2004, by 11 a.m. in 
Chairman's Office. Room 123A. signed by hon. J. · 
Anichukwu, Leader, Chairman of House of 
Committee on Rules . 

Hono•.IJ"able Colleagues, you will recall that 
some-times ago, when the fom1er Leader was 
appointed an Ambassador, I did announce that the 
Deputy Leader should continue to act until we 
have new Leader. Now that the House has got a 
new Leader, we have actually take off that the 
Leader should be the Chairman, Rules and 
Bus iness. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon . Colleagues, I 
stand to move that this honourable House do now 
adjourn until I 0 a.m., Thursday, I oth June, 2004. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River) : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
my hon. Colleagues, I rise to second the Motion 
for adjournment. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this House do now adjourn till 
Thursday, lOth June, 2004, by 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 5. 05 p.m. 

-· 730 

. I 
-· 
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Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, I have risen to speak 
on this on-going debate as it affects this Motion 
before us. Incidentally this is a Motion on a 
matter of Urgent Public Importance and it is not a 
Motion under notice and after my contributions I 
will offer one or two amendments. I stand by 
saying that Professor Nebo who was the DVC 
(Deputy Vice Chancellor) of ESUT and has now 
been re-appointed the Vice Chancellor, Nsukka, 
hi s appointment speaks well .about ESUT as a 
Uni versity because if he could be elevated from 
DVC in ESUT to head UNN, what it reall y means 
is that the ESUT has always been in a safe hand. I 
equally want to state that it is a thing of joy, like 
the Sponsor said, for an indigene of Enugu to 
occupy this position today. 

We are all aware that it is part of democracy 
because all these while, if not for democracy I 
don't think we would have been able to have 
gotten this job and for those of us that are 
representing our people it is our duty to appraise 
things as they happen. It is on this note that we 
are giving supp011 to this very imp011ant Motion 
and we are urging our sons and daughters in other 
areas of endeavour to try as much as possible to 
break new grounds so that the youths who are 
coming after us will now know that Enugu man 
can climb to any height in this country. 

Before now we are mere pa11akers at Nsukka 
University but today our own son is the Vice 
Chancellor. It behooves on all of us, both those 
who are within the University Community and 
those who are outside, to ensure that thi s 
appointment is sustained because something that 
is good is bound to face challenges. In no distant 
time, I am not praying for that, but if our people 
do not guard their mouth, you may discover that 
some people in that system may not be 
comfortable with this. So, we have to watch it and 
advise the new V.C. to play the game according 
to the rules. 

Mr Speaker, the issue of my moving for an 
amendment has nothing to do with challenging 
anybody's credibility or qualification. What I 
merely try to do is to ensure that anything that is 
given to . this House can get to anywhere. It can 

.;.' 

get to internet so that we have to look at things 
properly in terms of how we fix our words here 
anc there. So, Mr Speaker, under the first prayer, 
in tne caption, I would have preferred tint we 
amend it to say a message of Appreciation to the 
President. Then, under the first prayer I will want 
us to change it that Enugu State House of 
Assembly and ihe entire people of Enugu Stare 
hereby thank the head of State, Chief 0/usegun 
Obasanj o f or the appointment of Professnr 
Chinedu Nebo. Then, I want us to add a founh 
prayer where we can now congratulate Professor 
Nebo · and urge him to do everything within his 
reach · .to ensure that the University is run better 
than it .was. Than you , very much. 

729 

Several hon. Members: The suggested 
additi on is already contained in the Motion. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to second 
the l\! )jon that was moved by the hon. Member 
for A\>. gu North (Mr Enebe). 

Q Jestion That we change 'Congratulatory 
Mess . tge ' to 'Message of Appreciation ' p ut and 
agreed to. 

Question That we delete 'Congratulation· and 
insert 'Thank ' put and agreed to. 

Mr J. Obidinma: Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish !o 
align myself with this Motion. Mr Speaker, in 
respect of law. 

Several hon. Members: Point of Order! Point 
of con f,ction! Point of ... (laughters) Therefore 
may ! move that the Question be put. Thank you. 

Que.> tion, That the Question be now put, put 
and ar;reed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

iH'SOfved: 
I. That the Enugu State House of 

Assembly and in fact the entire 
people of Enugu State hereby thank 
the Head of State, Chief Olusegun 
Obasanjo for the appointment of Prof. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and proceedings of 3"'1 June, 2004, 
accordingly adopted. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

Rep01i from Joint Committee on 
Health and Judiciary, Public 
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges on 
the Accident Victims (Immediate 
Treatment) Bill No.7, 2004 

Chairman, Join Committee on Health 
and Judiciary (Mr F. Onah).· Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may J present a Report from the Joint 
Committee on Health and Judiciary, Public 
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges. Office of 
the Chairman, Joint Committee on Health 
and Judiciary, Room 014, Legislative 
Building, Enugu. 

The Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Enugu. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, 

Report of the Joint Committee on Health 
and Judiciary on a Bill for a Law, Titled 
Accident Victims (Immediate Treatment) 
Bill No.7, 2004 

Deputy Speaker: 
Speaker, we have 
presentation of the 
proceeds to read it. 

Point of Order. Mr 
to second the 

Report before he 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Deputy 
Speaker, it appeared on the Order Paper, 
and now that 1 have announced it, the Joint 
Committee Chairman can stand up and 
present the Rep01i. It is only after he had 
presented the Report that the Leader of the 

House can now move a Motion for the 
acceptance of the Report to be considered 
immediately or to be determined by the 
Rules and Business. That is when it requires 
a seconder. Am I right! 

Deputy Speal<er: At your own time! 
(Laughter) . 

Mr Speaker: May the Chairman of the 
Joint' Committee go ahead. The Joint 
Committee on Health and Judiciary was 
mandated by the Hon. Speaker to give 
thorough legislative scrutiny to the above 
mentioned Bill. The Members of the Joint 
Committee decided in its entirety to pursue 
the Bill with every commitment and 
dedication it merited by having constant 
joint CJmmittee deliberations, interviews, 
visitations and a well attended public 
hearing. 

The Committee was able to organize a 
very fru itful public hearing which attracted 
the p eputy Commissioner of Police in 
attendance, who represented the 
Commissioner of Police, representatives 
from the Federal Road Safety Commission 
and the office of the Director, State Security 
Services, Senior Directors and Heads of 
Departments in the State Ministry of 
Health, a Private Medical Practitioner, a 
member of the Nigeria Labour Congress, 
the Press and other members of the Public. 

However, due to its critical and objective 
assessment of the Bill, the Committee was 
able to make some amendments and it is 
hereby attached. 

Leader (Mr Anichub·vu): Thank you, 
Mr Speaker, may I move that the Report 
subrnitted by the Joint Committee on Health 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERlA 

Thursday, 1 01
" June, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
before us are our Votes and Proceedings, 
No. 2, Second Session of the Third House 
of Assembly, 3'ct June, 2004. 

Distinguished hon. Colleagues, I have 
gone critically through the Votes and 
Proceedings as announced and to my best 
knowledge, they are correct. However, I 
call for comments to enable us adopt them. 
Thank you. 

Mr A. 0. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my respected Colleagues of 
Enugu State House of Assembly. Mr, 
Speaker. I have equally gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of our last 
legislative sitting, but it is only one minor 
error that I have observed. 

On the second page or first page at the 
back, the names of hon. Commissioners 
cleared by this honourable House. So, Mr 
Speaker, the error there is the name of bon. 
James Adamu. It is not 'Adamu', but 'A-d­
e-m-u' , 'Ademu '. 

Mr Speaker: Thank the hon. Member 
for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) but I think that 
was what was sent to us. However, if there 

is a mistake in the spelling of the name, 
well, the Clerks-at-Table should take note, 
but that name 'Adamu' was what was sent 
to us, and no one raised objection on that 
day. 

Mr Chigbo: So, Mr Speaker, apart from 
that minor error I move that the Votes and 
Proceedings of our last sitting is correct. 

Mr Speaker: Is the hon. Member for 
Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) moving a Motion 
that we adopt the Votes and Proceedings of 
our last sitting? I do not know! 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, apart from that 
minor error, I hereby move a Motion that 
our last legislative sitting be adopted. 

Mr Speaker: That is not correct still! 

Mr Chigbo: I move for the adoption of 
our last legislative sitting. 

Mr Speal{er: What is wrong with the 
bon. Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo)? 
Order! Let somebody else do that. We are 
not joking here, each time we are in the 
Ch<tmbers, we should be very serious. This 
is a very simple thing, if one wants to move 
a Motion for the adoption of our Votes and 
Proceedings, he should put it correctly. I do 
not know ho he put it, can the hon. Member 
put it correctly? 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, I move that 
we adopt our last Votes and Proceedings. 
Thank you. 
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Peputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) : Mr 
Speaker, l rise to second the adoption of our 
Votes and Proceedings after the necessary 
correcti ons. Thank you. 
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Committee, that does not mean that he has 
no right to make his personal view . And, 
more importantly, when I remembered 
vividly that this issue of accident informer 
came up during our debate. 

Chief Whip (Mr E. Odo) : Mr Speaker, I 
have noted the observation made by the 
hon. Member for lgbo Eze North I (Mr 
Onyeze) but it appears to me that it is un­
ripe, considering the fact that we just 
interpreted what an accident informer 
means. If an accident informer is not 
appropriately used in the body of the Bill, 
then we might have the need to expunge it, 
but if it does ... because at times it might be 
too early for somebody to quarrel on a 
pa11icular word here. 

The Chairman: I do not think that it is 
premature. Remember that I wanted to put 
the Question on it, and the moment I put 
Question on it and it is agreed, it stands. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, the little 
deviation there is that this is just 
Interpretation. If something is deleted in the 
body of the bill , this is just ordinary 
Interpretation Section .. . (Interruptions) 

The Chairman: Can the Chief Whip 
listen to me. The Interpretation determines 
what is going to be in the body of the law. 
Because if we now say, for instance, the 
Interpretation of Governor, we say the 
Governor of Enugu State and in the 
Interpretation, we say the Governor of 
Enugu State and in the Interpretation, we 
say the Governor of Kaduna State or 
Governor of Abia State, and we fail to 
correct it here, I do not know what it will 
mean, because it wi II affect the body of the 
bill. 

Chief Whip: Let me agree with the 
Cl1ief Whip for now but the word accident 
infqrmer, because why I do not want to 
re~ lly pounce on this is that it might lead us 
into debating what is in the body of the bill , 
which we have not reached up to. There is 
~o way we can show the justification of an 
accident informer without making 
references to the body of the bill. 

The Chairman: What is in the body of 
the bill? Tell us what is in the body of the 
bill. 

Chief Whip: Listen! In the body of the 
bill we have, in clause 9, it says that 'every 
hospital ... ' and there is an amendment to 
tl1at effect, that is why I said that it is 
premature, because we might be jumping 
the gun. 

The Chairman : Go on! 

Chief Whip: Every hospital shall 
des ignate an officer of the hospital , an 
accident informer, whose additional duty 
shall be to inform the police anytime a 

ictim arrives in the hospital. It states that 
th is person is not designated solely to be an 
informer. 

The law says additional duty, which 
means he has to carry out other duties added 
to accident informer. It is not to say that you 
will go to the hospital and ask for an 
accident informer. It presupposes that 
something has to be happening. The 
designation meant for that person still 
hulds . 

~t he Chairman: Let Ll snot contradict 
ourselves in this matter. If we delete that 
in fo rmer and insert any senior staff of the 
hospital .. . 
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and Judiciary be accepted for consideration 
of the House. Thank you Sir. 

Mrs C. Ene (Udi South): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to second the Motion as 
moved by the Leader of the House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may 1 move 
that the House resolves itself into 
Committee of the Whole House for the 
consideration of the Report on the Bill 
before the House, along with the original 
Bill. Thank you. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
moved by the Leader of the House (Mr 
Anichukwu). 

Question put and agreed to. 

ACCIDENT VICTIMS (IMMEDIATE 
TREATMENT) BILL NO. 7, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to provide for the 
Treatment of Accident Victims; for the 
treatment of Gunshot Victims; for 
Assurance that they get Immediate 
Attention; and for Purposes Incidental 
thereto - (Considered in the Committee of 
the Whole House) 

The Chairman : Honourable 
Colleagues, now that we are in the 
Committee of the Whole House for the 
consideration of the Report of the Joint 
Committee on Health and Judiciary, Public 
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges along side 
with the original Bill , may I request that we 
suspend Short Title and Commencement, 
Enactment, and Interpretation for now . 

/ 

CLAUSE 2 - INTERPRETATION . 
want us to start with the Interpretation. 

CLAUSE 2 - INTERPRETATION As 
n ·nended, ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo-Eze North !): Mr 
Chairman, I want to find out if 'accident 
informer' whether it is still important in this 
Bill. If it is still necessary in this Bill, 
because throughout it is stated that nobody 
should be designated 'accident informer ' 
and even during the amendment, somebody 
i.s requested to take it upon himself, the 
most senior person on duty to take it upon 
himself to inform the Police. So I feel there 
is no need to have "Accident Informer" 
there. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
( 'hainnan, the hon. Member for lgbo Eze 
·l' l)rth I (Mr Onyeze) happens to be a 
1\ k mber of this Committee. I do not think 
th ~ t t he has any reason for not making such 
amendment before we concluded this 
Report. 

The Chairman: Is the hon . Member for 
lgbo Eze North I (Mr Onyeze) a Member of 
the Committee? 

Mr Onyeze: The law is being made for 
the public; 

The Chairman: Excuse me; He is a 
Member of the Committee, but may be at 
that Committee level he disagreed with 
them and he now wants to make his opinion 
'rnown. 
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0 lease, let us not just treat this matter 
cas Jally . In as much as the bon. Member for 
Igbo Eze North I (Mr Onyeze) did not 
attend public hearing or meetings of the 
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Chief Whip: In the amendment, we said 
that in line ( 1 ), delete every hospital and 
inse11 the most senior official of every 
hospital on duty. Thus, the most senior 
official of every hospital on duty shall 
designate an official of the hospital as an 
accident informer whose additional duty 
shall be to inform the police anytime a 
victim arrives in the hospital. 

The rational behind what we have done 
is that we felt that if this duty is left with 
the most senior official, who is meant to 
handle the accident victim, for instance a 
medical Doctor who is operating a private 
clinic, by designation he should be the most 
senior officer and instead of treating the 
victim, we now compel him to make 
arrangement to the police, it is not 
necessary. That is why we said that the 
most senior officer should delegate 
somebody who should be an accident 
informer, additionally to what duty the 
person is meant to carry out. So, that is just 
that. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Chairman, Sir, if we 
continue to insist on the designation of a 
pa11icular person as an accident informer, 
then it will contradict the intents of the 
original bill, and what we are trying to do 
now. Because when you designate 
somebody for a particular job, call him an 
accident informer, then tomorrow you have 
another accident informer. Next tomorrow, 
you have another accident informer, but I 
believe that the correction we are trying to 
make is that when people are on duty at any 
pa11icular time and there is an accident 
case, it is the duty of the most senior person 
there to get the police informed while you 
continue with the treatment. 

;/ 

He can do so with telephone, he can 
even send a messenger or by any means. He 
does not need to leave the treatment. But if 
we insist on labeling somebody an accident 
informer, we are making the hospital to 
employ more people. So I insisted on 
raising this matter because during debate, I 
think it was clearly understood, that 
des jgnating a person an accident informer in 
various hospitals and various clinics will be 
very cumbersome when it comes to 
operating the law. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Further 
observation! I think the bone of contention 
is that there is a kind of communication gap 
in understanding. The Committee, having 
observed critically the intendment of the bill 
can only effectively, follow that bill by 
allowing somebody to be designated in 
addition to what he is doing, in addition to 
what he is employed to do. 

If we are quarreling over the issue of 
who should do it and not that it should not 
be done, there is still need for an accident 
informer but who should carry it. That is his 
problem, so we have solved the problem by 
saying that the most senior person can now 
delegate it further, in addition to what he is 
doing. Not that somebody is wholly 
einployed, primarily as an accident 
informer. But in conjunction to what he is 
doing, the most senior Doctor on duty can 
now delegate somebody else to phone the 
police and get them informed. 

The Chairman: Let us agree, because 
immeJiately the hon. Member for lgbo Eze 
North I (Mr Onyeze) raised this matter, my 
mind now went back to the day this issue 
was debated, where we agreed that using 
the word accident informer is not necessary. 
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We tried to look at issues before we took 
decisions. 

If we now say accident informer, if then 
they attach some other responsibility to that 
person, and eventually when you go to the 
hospital and that person is not around, what 
happens? 

Chief Whip: There is no way you can 
get a repot1 without seeing anybody there. 
That means the hospital is not functioning. 
Meanwhile, the person who is in charge of 
the hospital will narrow it down to specific 
days of treatment for a medical doctor who 
has a private clinic. He must have, at least, 
a messenger even if he operates alone. 

. Now, he being the most senior person, if 
you confirms him to be an accident 
informer, that means within the 24 hours 
permitted by law he should be running 
around going to the police instead of giving 
the person treatment. We now say this 
person who is the most senior person 
should delegate somebody; nobody's name 
is an accident informer whoever the most 
senior person delegates becomes the 
accident informer at the moment. If for 
instance, somebody is an accident informer 
around ten o'clock in the morning and is on 
a shift and then the most senior person may 
be in the afternoon can still delegate 
another person. Nobody's name is an 
accident informer for the purpose of this 
Bill. Thank you. 

Mr Onyeze (lgbo Eze Notih 1): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, we are trying to create a 
loop-hole for people to escape. If you do 
not make a senior person responsible for 
accident victim, if you now allow him to 
appoint from time to time accident informer 
if there is a problem which now affect the 
victim whom are you going to hold strictly 

·esponsible. Are you going to hold the most 
·>enior person or the accident informer 
··c:sponsible? You may not even know the 
p~rson. But if you hold the most senior 
person responsible, if there is any problem 
th~ law can hold the person and take the 
1) ~rson to court. But when you now leave it 
open so that the most senior person will 
appoint or delegate somebody to appoint 
then at the end of the day the law may not 
have anybody to hook. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Chairman. When you delegate somebody to 
perform an act, for instance now, you see, 
most of the write-ups '1 am directed', that is 
a delegation. 'Signed for' that is a 
delegation. This is authority now given you. 
I am not quarreling over the issue of 
so :1ebody doing the job but who should do 
i : The issue is who should do it, that is the 
question. The question is : Is the hon. 
Member for lgboeze North 1 (Mr Onyeze) 
quarrell ing over the issue of somebody 
c' ning the job of that Accident Informer or is 
ht: quarrelling over the importance of an 
A :cident Informer. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
~hairman what I understand the hon . 
Member for Igboeze Notih I (Mr Onyeze) is 
arguing about is negligence involved in the 
issue of an official because in the Bill itself 
the Senior Officer of the hospital may say 
Mr ' A' go and inform the police and if in 
the process anything goes wrong they will 
s-ty Mr man you are on duty when the 
p ~rson was treated . You are talking of 
a~e;epting responsibility and I feel that the 
i: ~ ue falls on the most Senior official of the 
hospital. He should be the one to be held 
responsible. 
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Chief Whip: I have a question for the 
hon. Member who has the Floor (Mr Onoh) 
and the entire House. My question is: in a 
situation where, because the law permits 24 
hours within which an accident informer 
will report. In a situation where somebody 
is critically ill and is brought in a hospital 
and the most Senior person there happens 
to be a medical personnel as the case of 
private clinic and the person needs to 
understudy the case, what happens? 

The Chairman : No, no, that is even 
wrong because that you are the most senior 
in the hospital and Chief Medical Director 
that is supposed to take care of the hospital , 
it does not mean that you will not have tli ~ 

opportunity to report the case to the police. 
It does not mean so. There are so many 
ways to contact the police. You can even 
use phone, you can even send somebody. I 
can say, from the explanation given now, 
the argument seem to be clearer now than 
the way it was before. So, I think we can 
make progress leaving the word informer 
since there is nobody called informer. 
Anybody, even your friend and you get to 
that place tell him please, go and get a 
police something is happening here. 

Mr Onyeze: Before we put the 
Question, the Accident Informer in that 
clause 2 let me read what it means there . It 
says: Accident Informer means any person 
so designated by a hospital, upon 
commencement of this law,. 
Now it should be any person designated by 
the most Senior official on duty in a 
hospital of clinic. Because the hospital 
designated somebody as an accident 
informer. 

Clause: 2 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause: 3 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

CLAUSE 4 -MONEY DEPOSIT NOT 
A CONDITION FOR TRETMENT -
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 5 - TREATMENT OF 
PERSON WITH GUNSHOT WOUNDS 

CLAUSE 5(1)- ordered to stand part of 
the Bill 

CLAUSE 5(2) - ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

CLAUSE 6 - IMMEDIATE ACTION 
REQUIRED 

CLAUSE 6(1)- As amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 6(2)- As amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 6(3)- ordered to stand part of 
the Bill 

CLAUSE 7 - VICTIMS TO REMAIN 
IN HOSPITAL UNTIL POLICE ARRIVES 
- ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 8 ALRMS FOR 
INFORMATION 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I don't understand the issue of letter of 
acknowledgement being expected by the 
Police. 

The Chairman: What l am saying is my 
own mind . Then, in a situation where you 
tell somebody to go to Police Station to 
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make a report, the person may not even go 
to the Police Station. At this juncture, if one 
go to the Police Station, there must be a sort 
of information feed back to show that the 
Police is aware that the victim is at the 
Hospital. That is the way I look at it. Thank 
you. 

Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, but we . 
know the epileptic system of office; if SL1Ch 
information could be acknowledged in 
writing, let it be acknowledged in Court. 
This is because I am not being convinced, 
the type of acknowledgement that is 
expected from Police. Is it for the Police to 
accompany the informant? In fact I am not 
clear. Thank you. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, Sir, the 
essence of the acknowledgement that is 
being expected from the Police may give 
room for trickily games. For instance, it 
said that provided the hospital may choose 
either by means of telephone or visit. In this 
case, we may found out that there are some 
hospitals that do not have telephone. And 
even if they have, it is possible that 
somebody might have called a Policeman 
without any reply. And there is no proof as 
to say that this is what was discussed. So, 
we now say that it could be possible for a 
person to make a call, but Police 
acknowledging it means, that you have to 
come there and show evidence that he has 
heard what you have said. Because, in some 
cases where you can even call the Police 
and got the police on telephone, but he can 
hang the phone there for about five 
minutes. If it is Digital Compute, you can 
easily trace the number and it will show 
that he accepts the number, but no 
conversation is yet made. So the issue now 
is that, there must be an evidence for Police 

. to show that people have come, and Police 

are coming or not coming. Because it is the 
responsibility of the information to make 
sure that the Police comes. But where he 
did not come, you can simply write. By 
mere admittance of your letter, means that 
they have acknowledged it. It is as simply 
as that. Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgboeze North I): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, in practice what we see in 
most police stations is that you ale1t them 
for something they will tell you that their 
vehicle is not in order or that they are trying 
to get fuel. The onus of brining the police 
should it lie with the man who is already 
treating an accident victim free in order to 
save his life. I think it is an unnecessary 
burden on the hospital authority or the chief 
medical officer, to compel him till only the 
police is there. It is only enough to inform 
the police without necessarily enforcing the 
police to be there because he may not have 
the logistics for lifting the police. The 
police station may be a little bit far from the 
place where the victim is being treated . 

So, that extra burden should not be 
imposed on the hospital or clinic, in view of 
articulation and the police is not bound to 
give a written acknowledgement that you 
informed him. That will be an extra burden 
being imposed on the person now treating 
the accident victim. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, why I am 
in support of a kind of an evidence is 
because the hospital man who is now 
empowered to delegate somebody is not 
confused with what or how to treat the 
victim. The person delegated will ensure 
that the job was well done. Please I called 
and I phoned, did you receive my phone? 
'{ es, I received your phone. It is an easy 
thing, because if we do not amend all these 
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things before this law comes into effect, 
they have been going to the air and saying 
please at this juncture we had a combat 
with men of the underworld, please if you 
have anybody anywhere with gun shot 
wound, do not treat. If they can go to the air 
to that extent, I have not seen the delay, if 
they agree now that they were already 
informed. Please take note this thing is 
happening in my hospital now, can even 
show that you are informed. They would 
not even bragg. So, you are not passing any 
unnecessary addition, or commanding 
anything at all. 

The word I am quarreling with there is a 
word which appears to be a loophole, that is 
May. We .are making a law, and when you 
use the word 'may ' that person may or may 
not, so Mr Chairman, that 'may ' should be 
replaced with 'shall ', because all these 
while we have been using shall, now they 
may choose to write or choose to phone. 
That 'may ' should be deleted and replaced 
with shall. That is what I am quarreling 
with. Thank you. 

Leader: Mr Chairman, I am still not 
convinced about this acknowledgment. I 
believe that a specific Bill of this nature has 
got to be specific to an extent. If we will , in 
place of acknowledgement, make sure that 
the report is documented, because they 
have files for cases of this nature where 
every rep01t is filed. 

Deputy Speaker: That is an 
acknowledgement! 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu N01th): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, if I make a call and I 
identify myself on the phone, and the 
person I called answers, and I say is it this 
very person, and the person says 'yes ', it is 

an acknowledgement from the person I 
called. 

Any form from which you can give 
information and pass it through and then 
you receive is an acknowledgement. It must 
not specifically be in writing. So long as 
you can receive, it is an acknowledgement, 
it should not be only the one documented on 
paper and the police signs 'original 
collected by me! 

Mr Chairman : It is not stated so here. 

CLAUSE 8 as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 9 - as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 10 - NO CRIMINAL 
LIAB ILITY AGAINST ANY HOSPITAL 
FOR TREATMENT OF AN ACCIDENT 
VICTIM 

The Chairman : In line four, delete 
'fulls top' and insert 'subject to Section 7 ', 
thus : No hospital shall be held criminally 
liable for the reasons only that it attended to 
a victim without a pol ice Officer in 
attendance or without a police report subject 
to Section 7. 

Amendment agreed to 

CLAUSE 10- As amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 11 to 12 - ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 13 - NO ARREST 
WITHOUT A WARRANT. 
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The Chairman: In line two delete 
'shall not be arrested without a warrant' 
and insert 'where no death occurs, shall be 
liable to a fine of fifty thousand Naira 
(N50, 000 00) and or two years 
imprisonment". 

Thus: Any person who contravenes any 
ofthe provisions of this law where no death 
occurs shall be liable to a fin e of fifty 
thousand Naira (N50,000.00) and/or two 
years imprisonment. 

Amendment agreed to. 

CLAUSE 13 - As amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 14 - JURJSDICTION 

The Chairman: In line one, after the 
state insert 'or any tribunal of coordinate 
Jurisdiction with the High Court'. 

Thus: The High CoUit of the State or 
any tribunal of coordinate jurisdiction with 
the High Colllt shall have jurisdiction to try 
any offence/s committed under this law. 

CLAUSE 14 - As amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSES 16 - 18 - Deleted. 

Shott title -Agreed to. 

Long Title - Agreed to. 

The Chairman: This Bill may be cited 
as Accident Victims (Immediate Treatment) 
Bill 2004 and shall come into force on the 
I 01

" June, 2004. 

Commencement Date: 10-6-2004 -
Agreed to. 

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
mav I move that the bill as amended be now 
rea~i the 3'd time. Thank you. 

Bill accordingly read the 3 rd time and 
passed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
this Bill which has to do with Accident 
Viccims, Immediate Treatment Law 2004 
has now been red for the 3'd time. In view of 
this development, the bill has been passed. 

1 sincerely wish to express my happiness 
to Lhose of you who contributed in no small 
way to ensuring the passage of the bil i. 
More importantly, I salute the courage of 
the hon . Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr 
Chigbo) for a job well-done. I wish to state 
that he has demonstrated the fact that he can 
work very hard. This is the second private 
bill enacted by this honourable House. 

I appeal to those others to try as much as 
possible to emulate the bon. Member for 
Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo). I thank you very 
much and I wish to express my happiness to 
tht Committee for a job well done. In fact, 
when I came back, I asked them whether 
this bill will be ready today, they assured 
me that it will be ready, and, of course, it 
has been presented on the Floor of the 
House. So I thank you very much for all 
your effotts. I thank the hon . Members for 
the kind of debate, the kind of enthusiasm, 
the kind of support they gave to this bill 
during the first and second reading of this 
bill. in fact I can say that this bi ll attracted 

740 

:>I 



. 
• $ 

1481 Enugu State House of Assenibly Debates 
10 June, 2004 

1482 

the highest debate since the inception of 
this House . 

I cannot end my apprecmt10n without 
thanking the Clerk-of-the-House and other 
supp01iive staff for their commitment and 
for their corrections any where we try to go 
wrong. I thank you very much. I wish to 
thank Members of the Press for their 
wonderful contributions especial during the 
announcements, during the Public Hearing. 
So I thank you very much and do hope that 
from this moment we will expect to have 
lots and lots of other bills, private member 
bills at various stages and I did tell you that 
if you have any problem either during 
publication of your own please, endeavour 
to let us know. The most impOiiant thing is 
for us to pass private member bills. It goes 
a long way to create the impression that the 
House is very active. We have 
demonstrated that we can pass bi !Is not 
from the Executive Arm of Government. 
That we can sit down and prepare our own 
bills. 

Thank you very much for your 
wonderful contributions and we say to God 
be the Glory. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker, may I 
move that this honourable House do now 
adjourn until I 0 a.m. on Tuesday, the 15th 
June, 2004. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani ): Mr 
Speaker, my Colleagues of Enugu State 
House of Assembly, in seconding the 
Motion for adjournment, I plead for two 
minutes audience. I really lack words to 
express my happiness today. I am very 
happy. 

My appreciation goes to the leadership 
of thi s honourable House for their 
wonderful support to this bill. More 
especially as our Speaker has said, my 
respected Colleagues, a bill in thi s 
Parliament where no Member said no. 

Ir. fact I am very grateful. What I owe 
you my respected Colleagues and the 
leadership ofthis House is total loyalty. 

Deputy Speal{er (Mr Atigwe): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. I am urging the Press 
through the various media that the public 
should know much about this law we have 
passed today touching the lives of the 
people. I think this is the best law this 
House has passed since its inception. 
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Mr Speaker, other thirty five States plus 
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja may or 
shall emulate this very law and that is what 
the Governor of this State is doing. People 
are emulating and not for us emulating what 
other people are doing. So, we should do 
what other Houses of Assembly should 
emulate. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourned until Tuesday 15th June, 2004 at 
!Oa.m. 

Accordingly adjourned at 11.1 7 a.m. 





{

> 
' 

a 
'I ' 

l. 

No. 82 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

PROCEEDINGS 

AND DEBATES OF THE 

SECOND SESSION OF THE 

THIRD ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIAL REPORT 

CONTENTS 

Prayers 

Approval of Votes and Proceedings 

Announcement 

Adjournment 

Tuesday 
15111 June, 2004 





~ 
f~ 

" 

~· 

1483 1484 

~ 

Enugu Stale House of Assembly Debates 
15 June, 2004 

r HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 1 5'11 June, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings dated lOth June 
2004 are before the House. I have gone 
through them and found them to be very 
correct. However, I need your conunents . 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have equally gone through the Votes 
and Proceedings of our last sitting and found 
them to be very correct. I therefore move for 
adoption. Thank you . 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to 

Votes and Proceedings of IO'" June 2004 
accordingly adopted. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meetings 

Mr Speaker: There will be a meeting of 
House Services Committee tomorrow 16th 
June, 2004. Venue is Chairman's Office, 
Room I 03. Time is I 0 a.m. 

There will be inaugural meeting of House 
Committee on Chieftaincy, Culture and 
Tourism tomorrow 16111 June, 2004 at 10 a.m. 
Every member of the Committee is expected 

to be there and the time is 10 a.m. Venue is 
Chairman's Office, Room 05. 

Please, I request that all hon. Members of 
the House shall meet briefly in my office. It 
will not be more than two minutes. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): M.r Speaker, Sir, 
may I move that this honourable House do 
now adjourn until 10 a.m. on Thursday, 17th 
June, 2004. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to second the Motion as moved by 
the Leader. Thank you. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): M.r Speaker, 
Sir, it is my humble wish to support the 
seconded Motion for adjournment and in 
doing that, I wish to thank the hon. Speaker of 
the House and other hon. Members of the 
House for what I may call the new revolution 
in the House that now makes us attend the 
House on time. One can now notice that the 
Journalists do not even come at 10 a.m. 1 wish 
to use this opportunity to send our invitation 
to the Journalists covering the House to 
always come at I 0 a.m. because we are now 
startntg our sitting at I 0 a.m. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now adjourn 
till 10 a.m. on Thursday 17th June, 2004. 

Adjourned accordingly at 10.20 a.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 17111 June, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, our 
Votes and Proceedings, No. 4 of Tuesday, 15th 
June, 2004 are before us, I have carefully gone 
through them and to the best of my knowledge 
they are COITect. However, I need your 
comments. Thank you. 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo-Etiti East): Mr Speaker, I 
have gone through the Votes and Proceedings of 
Tuesday 15th June, 2004 and I have carefully 
read the contents and found them to be the true 
reflection of what transpired on that previous 
meeting. I therefore move the Motion for the 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings. Thank 
you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 15111 

June, 2004 adopted accordingly. 

A Message from His Excellency, the 
Governor of Enugu State 

Mr Speaker: A message from His 
Excellency, the Executive Governor of Enugu 
State, Dr Chimaroke Ogbonnia Nnamani, I read: 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Enugu State of Nigeria 
Government House 
independent Layout 
Enugu. 
June 16, 2004 

Ow· Ref GHS/219/ JJJ50 

The hon Speaker 
Enugu State House of Assembly 
Enugu. 

S:,. 
t ., 

RE COMMISSIONERS-DESIGNATE 

His Excellency, Chimaroke Nnamani, Governor, 
Enugu State of Nigeria has nominated for 
possible approval by the House the following 
Commissioner-Designate: 

743 

1. Engr. Bethel Onyenyiri 
2. Mr Eddy Nnaji 

2. May it therefore please the House and 
the hon. Speaker to please give this accelerated 
hearing to enable the government achieve its 
objectives of injecting new blood into the 
system. 

3. Accept, Sir, the assurances of His 
Exce'tlency 's regard for the hon. Speaker and 
the exalted House. 

Signed: Dr Dan Shere 
SecretGIJi to the Stale Government 

Leader (Mr Anichuhvu): Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, may I move that the message from His 
Excellency, the executive Govemor of Enugu 
State be accepted for consideration at 11 a.m. 
this morning. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe).· Mr Speaker, I 
am on my feet to second the Motion. 

Agreed put and agreed to. 
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:\iessage .fi'om !he Governor accordingly 
acceptedfor consideration at I I a.m. 

Silling suspended /0.22 a.m. 

.\illing res/11171!d: I I . I I! 0.111. 

Leader: Honourable Colleagues. I move 
thut the House should resolve itself into the 
Committee ol · the Whole House lot· 
CO tlSideration or the COn1'i rmation of the 
Commissioners-Designate. Thank you. 

Mr J. Obidin ma (Oji R iver) : Mr Speaker. 
Sit·. I ri se to second the Motion moved by the 
I ,e,lcle t·. Thank you. 

!Jueslion p111 and ugreed to. 

iNTERVIEW OF THE COMMISSIONERS­
DES IGNATE 

(In the Comm ittee of the Whole House) 

The Cha ir man: Honourable Colleagues. 
herem:: you is F:ngr Bethel Onyenyiri Chukwudi. 
lie is het-c lltl )tlut· invitation . following his 
tlomitl,ttiun ciS Commissioner-Designate itl 
1-:nugu Stale. I humbly call on Members to ask 
him questions. il 'any. Thank you. 

M r lVI. Onycze ( lgbucte Nonh I): Mr 
Chairman. Sit·. I have an observation bef'ore the 
question . My observat ion is on tht:: CutTiculum 
V itcle of the Commissioner-Des ignate (F.ngr 
On)'en;·iri). One. he did not put his Referees. 
Secondly the photocopies of his ceni ticates a no: 
not 'ttwched to his C'V. My main question is this 
11·e have ktmwn yt1U us a l)ublic Ol'lice holder. 

lllll'king as Chainmm or Oji River Local 
()overnment A rea. What area do you feel that 
you have made impact on the life of the people 
uf yom loca l government area and the people of 
r:nugu State. Thank you. 

Engr Onyenyi ri (Commissioner-

Oesignale): The hun. Speaker. of F:nugu Stale 
!louse ur /\ssemhly. nther Members ol· the 

l·lousL'. I s~liutL· ~111 ol' You. I wish to apulugisc to 
the IIDuse th,tt till' phutDcopies ul· m1· 

cert i li ca tes Gre not attached to the C. V. In fact, it 
is now that I recogni zed that it is supposed to 
appe,lr in my C.V. May I appeal to the 
hutlo,t rable House to forgive me. The second 
question in respect ur referees, I believe that. 
:" :m ing from the hon. Speaker. to the hon. 
f'vk nbcrs all ol' you here are my referees; that is 
wh\ I did not bother to put any part icular name. 

On the thi t·d question about the impact I have 
made si nce I started occupying pub l ic offi ce, I 
thin k those ones are quite glari ng. First of all I 
will sta rt from when I served as the hon. 
Commissioner for Commerce and Industry and 
that was the period we had the highest. The 
rvli nistn ol· Budget and !)Ianning gave us the 
hi ghest target to genemte t·evenue in that 
IVIinislt·) - and that was the time payment J·or 
business pt·emises and other revenues were 
emharkcd upon. 

At that period in time, we were able to 
inct ease the 17 Revenue Boards with additiona l 
si.\ . 11· vou notice in Enugu East, we have now 
tlll'cL Rcvet1ue Boat·ds. in Enugu South we have 
c' l'\l Rcn:nuc Boat·ds. and then in Enugu North. 
\\T have t 11'0 t·e venuc boards. I r you acid them 
together they at·e si\. It was when I was there 
that we created these Boards; and if you look at 
th e revenue we wet·e generati ng. you w ill J·ind 
out that we ach ieved a lot. and at the same time 
produced addit ional tield revenue oHi cers. 
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Since I left that ofl·ice. the second phase of 
that increase in revenue Boards have not been 
lill ed up. Su I think that it was part of our duty. 
and at that period it was recorded in each month 
and each week. the highest revenue l'i·om each 
bomd in thut parti cu larly M inistry. 

Obvious ly and second ly, the New Haven 
Shopping Complex. which at that period was 
bei ·1g constructed with zeal. However, because 
of my moving out to go and contest election. we 
could nul conti nue at that t·ate; but I bel ieve that 
!.he1 1.villtry. if the senior people in that M inistry 
stil . ha1 e interest in that part icula r Shopping 
Cntnplc.\. wh ich is almost achieving its purpose. 
buth ltl the ( iovemor and to the people of Enugu 
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State it will soon be completed. I know actuall y 
that we ·made a proposal for the Enugu State 
industrial center. which we sent to the 
Ministerial Comm ittee. whi ch handled the 
creation of more industria l centers in En ugu 
State. I know 9'h Mi le as one. Obollo Afor as 
two, and we did the same thing at Four Corners. 
We had about five places Vve designated as new 
industriai centers. 

The purpose was to help our medium and 
small scale industri ali sts to have a place where 
Government can charge them little rent instead 
of exorbitant ones charged them in other areas. 
This is what I was able to do du ring the short 
period I was in that Ministry. But when I moved 
down to Oji Ri ver as Transition Chairman, not 
only that I participated effectively in ensuring 
that this Government comes back; we delivered 
Oji River totally. We were ab le to make some 
impact in that area. There is the Oji Ri ver 
Shopping center, which we have planned to 
commission by 19'11 of .I une, 2004, and people 
are comli1ending our enorts. If you go down 
there you will see it for yourself. 

So, as for Oji River G.R.A., Layout we have 
to open all the places and inti·astructures are 
already put in place. At Oj i Ri ver Layout, which 
has over 850 plots. we are already working on it 
and we have already completed everyth ing 
concerning the putti ng of beacons and the rest 
of them. 

ln the area of environmental sanitation, we 
have been ab le to set up Oji River Sanitation 
Committee. During the last san itat ion day, I 
know that it is on ly in my local government that 
it is observed, because we needed to rev ive the 
environment. The Commi ss ioner for 
Environment was there, and he observed it by 
himself, and thi s is something we need to keep 
up so that peop le will maintain a level of 
cleanliness. We also want on to increase the 
internally generated revenue. 

So, in a nutshell , I feel my acti viti es, or my 
being in Government has helped my people and 
the Government as wel l. If thi s House clears me 

and I fi nd myself as Commissioner, I am still 
going to add more to the ones I have done. 
Thank you very much. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo)" Mr Chairman, I have 
gone through the Curriculum Vitae of the 
Commissioner Designate . I have found it quite 
interesting. My question is, having been a 
student union activist, and having served as 
Commissioner in this Government and from 
what you said, it appears you have performed 
very well. Under that platform your people 
found it worthy to give you their mandate as 
Execut1ve Chairman fo r Oji River Local 
Government Area. 
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Now that you are nominated as a 
Commissioner, what I want to ask is what gives 
you the mind to contest as a Local Government 
Chai rman and after you contested that people 
gave you the mandate, now you are trying to 
abandoned the mandate for the post of a 
Commissioner; what do you think that you left 
while you were Commissioner for Commerce 
and Indust1y and you are now goi ng back to pick 
again . Thank you. 

Engr Onyenyiri: Thank you ve1y much I 
felt initial ly to go for local government election, 
to seek the mandate of my people in serving in 
the capacity as the Executive Chairman of Oji 
River. And this is because I believe that I have 
the capability and ideas to transform the Local 
Government, and Oj i River Local Government 
is not an Island of its own, it is a part of Enugu 
State and these serv ices I am going to give if I 
am given the chance to Oj i River, is still all in 
Enugu State. I think the services I am goi ng to 
g1've is just the same thing. I think that this is 
just an extension of the mandate that is already 
given to me by my people, because if I serve as 
Commissioner, at the same time I am going to 
provide services, services that will affect the life 
of people and improve their standard of living. 
So, I am still operating within . 

lf I enter into the Executive Council , I am 
still within the same sphere. Besides in Peoples 
Deniocratic party (PDP) we run like a family, 
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~ 111o.i in a l'~1mily you ha ve >i11ebody whu is a 
l<:~iJcr: .somebody who is :! coach ; somcbody 
'' hn ''<.:ts as a l:<'!pta in. He a$ the ri ght at any 
pt>i nt in time to move any ' ,ody he feel s fmm 
·Pil e pusit ion- another w here i1e can .achieve the . 
hcsl result. The most import nt thing is th ~i t you 
<~rc · p~11·t of · the team pr ,,i iding democracy 
di,·ick ncl to the people. <1 1 I wherever I lli1d · 
111\ 'sL· II·. that is the mand:1lc · 1e people has gi ven 
In 11l l'. Thank vm1. 

!\ ir C. 0. Enebe ( .. wgu North ): IVIr 
< ' lw irman. Sir. · I have _,~one through · the 
( ·I:ITinlium V itae of .he commiss ioner 
designate. <11id if you go to lhe C.V . you will see 
th:.ll he was C1 one-time c .. mm iss ioner in the 
.S t: ltL· . Since Members of the House know . 
·L· i ·erything about him. I thc1d'me move -that he 
i<~kc s ~~ bow Dnd leav:::s thi :. honourable House. 
Th :lllk you. 

Mr. J. Obid·inma . (Oji Rive;·) : I ri se to 
second thm Motion . Thnnk y •U! 

!_.lues/ion 1m1 one! ugreecl o. 

1-.'ngr Bethei Onyen)'iri ~L'cnrdingly look a 
ho>l' unci lefi the Floor. 

T he C lu1innan: You 1vi I rec~ill that :1 shn1·t 
11·hik ago I re~1d a f\ •:ssage hom His 
i·: .'.L'CIIency. ~1ppointing M r ·:dward Nnaji its a 
l ·,,mm iss ioner-D es ignate '11 Enugu Slate · 
< in,·n nment. and we requc: ted that he shoul d 
:1Jl i''L': Ir hek>re the House t( L poss ibl e scn.:en i.ng 
<~nd contlrmation of hi s ~n·:·>o intmen t. So. you 
c:1n gn ahead to ask your quc- tions, :f any. 

!\'lr 0 . ·Chukwuegbo (En[;gu South II 
t ll rhctiJ) : Thank y.nu .. fvlr. Chairman. I _hu ve 

· :Jr· .. ·l'ulh gni1e Lhn>ugh hi: Cu1Ticu)um V iL~lc. 

I b ·ing done su .. I want f\ · Edward N naji· to 
:,:. i ,·c th.is l-l oust! a b1·ief run down· ol· his 
1 ·urricu lum V it ~1e, th e1·eu l't.l : ·he Lakes ~~ how 
<1 1\d lc :\ ves the Chamber. 

T he Chai rman : I du 11 0 ' ,tgree with th e h011. 
f\ k,-mhcr l'or 1:, 11ugu Sou l : II (iJ 1-LX111l (t\!J" 

'f :JJ!. ll'li i!:Sh u) f\ '11· J'-:dll·urd naji Shou ld gi ve a 

ru n clown of his Curri cul um V itae and 
thereafter. he shou ld not take a bow and leuve 
th ~ Chamber. Rather. he should ta kL· ~~ bo11· unci 
st.t)' . (Prolonged loughte1) . 

IVI r 0 . Chul.:wuegbo: OX. Mr Chai rm~tn. 

· T he Cha innan: What I· ·mean is th<~l M r 
1=:dwa1·d N naji should give us a I:U11 dow11_ o l' his 
Curriculum V itae. On completi<ln. the h<ln. 
IV! ember l'or Enug!: South II ( llrban ) (. \ir 
Clwk\l'uegbo) can then- move a M lll iOI1 .thul f\11 1· 
Nnaji should take a bow and leave the Chambe1·. 

IVI1· Edward Nnaji: Mr Chaim1nn, Sir, hnn . 
rvtembers of Enugu State House or Assembly, 
Di sLi!lgLJi shecl Lad ies and Genlleinei1 , al l · 
protocols duly and niost respectfu I l'y observed: I 
w<:s bom on .29'" Februa1·y, 196 1. J um ma1Ticcl . 
111 ) perim1nent address is Umuenwcne l,ii Nike. 
E11LI!.!ll East. Local Government An;a. I allended 

~ . . . 
Ill) .Secondary School education here in Enugu 
at Comp1·ehensi ve Un ion · Secondary Scho"l. 
A l ·ikunanaw, Enugu and passed out in 1979 
wi ·h D iv ision one. I al so went to IIVIT l~ nugu 

where I had my ·a N D in 1983. Therealit:T I 
proceeded to Federal Polytechnic. Ida. where I 
g~~~i uuatecl in l-IND. Busi ncss .Admini strati on and 
Ma 1~ agement in 1986 . In 1987. r did my NY~;C · 
Dl Owerri lmo State. Late in 199'1. I w:1s i >l'li..: rcd 
~. L: . 1 1i.,sion in ESUT to do my PPst-gmdu ~1 Le 
D1p loma in Business A dminisll'al·ion Dnd 
IVI,nr:agement. I have also had a · weai th nf 
experience in the State . Civil Service. I have 

· wmked . 111 the employnient ol' N~ltii>nal 
01·ienta tion Agen~y . former MAIVI SI::R lo1· nine 

· ye:ws. l'helcl a positioi1 as Ass istant Mobiti sali l lll 
Otll~er, Enugu L_ocal Government A rea, and a 

. SQctal Mobilisation Otlicei· Enugu North L()J\ , 

Assistant Team 0Jlice1·, State Directorate of 
Nat ion ::: ! Ori entation Agency, That was where I 
,.,ia ~. working. until 1996, when I resigned to 
ventu1·e into politics. 

As rega1·ds my pol iti cal experience, I ~1 m the 
l'lrs1 V ice Cha inmm of l>u r great pti rty PDI' .. 
Cnugu State, representing Enugu E~1st Senatorial 
Ziinc. I am also a member ofthcSt ~1te Executi ve · 
Comm ittee of POl) A t a time I was llis 

·' 746 

• 

..;· 



Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
17 June, 2004 

Excellency's Special Assistant (Political). I also 
represented the party at various National 
Assignments like when I chaired a Fact Finding 
Committee Zamfara State. I also represented my 
people on two consecutive occasions as a 
National Delegate representing Enugu East 
L.G.S. The immedi ate last position I held was 
when I was opportuned to serve as the transition 
Chairman Enugu East LGA. Thank you, Mr 
Chairman. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Ani/ewe): Mr Chairman. 
a clear observation of the Curriculum Vitae 
adduced by this gentleman, will go a long way 
to testify that His Excellency has continued to 
maintain effective and grassroot representation 
in appoi ntments. Mr Chairman, permit me on 
this strength , to move that Mr Edward Nnaj i 
simply takes a bow and leaves the Chamber. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr Chairman, 
may I dutifully Second the Motion and moved 
by the Deputy Leader of the House (Mr 
Anikwe), that Mr Edward Nnaji takes a bow and 
leaves the Chamber. Thank you, Mr Chairman . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Nnaji accordingly took a bow and le.fi 
the Chamber. 

(M r Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Mr Speal<er: Honourab le Colleagues, the 
interview has been conducted. I now wish to cal 
on you for comments, based on the outcome of 
the exercise we have just concluded a short 
whi le ago. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North) : Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 1 will say that the two gentlemen 
interviewed, ti·om the answers to the questions 
put across to them and from the people they are, 
what they represent in our party, the Peoples' 
Democratic Party (PDP), that these men are 
equal to the task. Engr. Bethel Onyenyiri was a 
one time Commiss ioner in th is State and before 
the Floor of this House. he gave account of his 
stewardship when he was a Commissioner. He 

was also a one-time Deputy Chairman of our 
party in Enugu State. 

The second candidate, honourable Edward 
Nnaji also was one of the pioneer leaders of the 
PDP in Enugu State and the Deputy Chairman 
of the party in Enugu East. We know that in our 
party the PDP, we have always pursued the best 
for our people. And I believe that this was why 
the Executive Govemor has chosen from the 
party, people who are ready to man ce11ain 
Ministries to ensu re that dividends of democracy 
get across to our people. 

I therefore submit that these two men be 
cleared so that they w ill be appointed as 
Commissioners in Enugu State to continue the 
good work in Enugu State. Thank you . 

Mt· C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speaker, I 
have risen to contribute to the debate on the 
interview we have just conducted. 1 will start 
w ith Engr Bethel Onyenyiri. You will recall that 
he has been a great party man, a great member 
of the PDP. He has been a Deputy Chairman for 
Enugu West. He was equally elected as an 
Executive Chairman. He has been a 
Commissioner in the last tenure. Our people say 
that the taste of the pudding is in the eating. I 
si ncerel y believe that he must have done 
excellently well, and that is why the Governor 
felt like bringi ng him back on board. Because it 

· is not easy for one to have been a member of the 
State Executive Council in one occasion and he 
is being called back to do the same job again. 
That means that the one he did earlier, he did it 
very we ll. One striking thing about Engr 
Onyenyiri is his youthful age. Somebody who 
was born on 8'11 August, 1971 and he can 
produce 4 or 5 pages of Curriculum Vitae, it 
means that he has been able to pay his dues. I 
sincerel y b~lieve that this honourable House will 
be doi ng the correct thing if we insist that he 
should be confirmed as a Commissioner in 
Enugu Sta~e . I, therefore, urge our Members to 
help in confirming him as a Commissioner in 
this State. 
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On hon. Nn<Iii J ~ d W<I rd. the Constitution we 
are operating. the N igeria Ct >nslilulion. made it 
clear th at ltl l' <lnybody t" be appointed a 
Commissioner. he must lx a membe1· of a 
pol iti ca l pany. :llld Nna_ii. lrnm the records. is 
PDP memhe1·. I ii -; mem he1·shi p IS not in 
quest iun •md hL· h;ls k en <I Tm.1sition 
Chairman . He is thL· Trc<!surcr t>i' l>Ur Oha Neze 
Ndigbu. hl1· thi s SL!le tu h~l\ l' suppmted him to 
Lake a post in Oh;t Nue Ndigbo 111t::<lns that we 
have conli dence i11 him as <til indi vidual and that 
conl·i dence is wh<ll \\'C w~111l to taste at the 
EC\ecut ive Cnunci I level. 

I believe that we will equ<ill y bt: doing good 
if we con1irm him. He is a ll>Ulh. By the l ime he 
combines e!Tmts w ith othLT members of the 
EC\eculive Council . they 11 ill move thi s State 
lorward. 

Mr Speaker. I urge my Col leagues to kindl y 
support their con li rm<llion. Th<lllk you . 

Ch ief Whip (M,. Odo}: !Vir Speaker. I stand 
in a better positiun to ;illest to the two 
commissione1· nominees. k11 ing wmkcd with 
both ol' them l(>r at least?. yL·:u·s or more. 

Eddy Nnaji <llld lkthL·I Onycnyiri were 
respecti ve ly th e Vicc-Chr1i rtnen 11 DI) in Enugu 
East Senatori ;ll /.o11c and West. and having 
worked w ith them nut unl ) :t.s <1 Sl<l tc L-:xecutive 
Counc il but at the same time at the Work ing 
Committee ol' the l'f W in l ·:mtgu Stale. I can say 
that they are men ui' proven integ1·ity and I am 
pmticu lal'l y thl·illed wi th the eloquence with 
which they have been able t<l answer questions 
put to th em . That goes a lnng way to show that 
men ol' integ1·i ty hu1·e once ugain come on state. 

I am equa ll y. p<ll·ticul<trly happy with the 
way th ese two gentlemen huve succeeded in 
letting the enti1-c people ktlt >ll. the extent to 
which they huve _justilied the post they held in 
the past and it is our be lic1·c th;ll they wil : keep 
the tlag !lying. 

Therei(Jrc. I 11·ill urgL' tn ~ C'ulle<1gues to 
really cmulutc the conduct ·d · these gentlemen 

and also urge them to really give them a 
favourable passage by contirm ing these two 
young men as Commissioners as v irtually most 
of us here can attest to their behaviour and the ir 
educal ional capacity. A part from that, we can 
al so attest to their credibility · in terms of 
i:"'ha;,ioural attitude. Once aga in , Mr Speaker. I 
have to sit down and urge my hon. Col leagues to 
ass ist these young men contirm their position. 
Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Ani/ewe): Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. I have equally ri sen to give kudos 
to the just screened nomi nees for 
Commi ssionership by His Excellency. I reca l l 
that when our great party, the POP was named at 
Abuja on the 31 51 A ugust, 1998, these two 
gentlcmen were together w ith us al the Eagle 
Square from there to the International 
Conll~rence Centre. From then till now, they 
have remained consistent and have performed 
the dutie3 expected of them by the party. 

748 

1\ii r Speaker, I am patticularly interested that 
the f:xecuti ve Governor of Enugu Slate. 
Governor Chimaroke N namani has once more 
demonstrated that he is a man of the people. He 
kno-...vs at least everyone's contribution w ithout 
even going to him. M r Eddy Nnaj i was the 
bulldo::er in the last election at Enugu East. You 
cannot talk of the Enugu West PDP without 
Onowu. He was the overall campaign man lor 
Enugu West that deli vered everyone of us here. 
He de l ivered the hon. Member representing Oji 
Ri ver (Mr Obidinma), in pa1ticular. He 
deli vered T ICO. The only thing we owe him 
now is to del iver him now. So, as a one t ime 
party Chairman of a Local Government, I was 
very close working w ith him at the Party 
Secretariat. So Mr Speaker, I equall y call on my 
Colleagu ts to equally confirm the gentleman as 
Com 1~1 i ss i oner as requested by His Excellency. 
On th is note, Mr Speaker. may I move that the 
Questi on be now put. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oj i Ri ver):· Mr Speaker. I 
want to start by express ing my sati sfacti on to 
t!:::· honourab le House for the proticiency 
exhib' ted during the question and answer 
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session and also the level headedness of the 
nominees. However, Mr Speaker, I am very. 
ve1y satisfied with what happened today and J 

want to urge this House to please clear them to 
enable them continue the good job they have 
been doing. Having sa id that Mr Speaker, I want 
to move that the Question be put. 

Question. That Question be put, put and 
agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That touay 17'11 day of .June 2004 
the Enugu State House or Assembly do hereby 
confirmed the appointment of the following as 
Commissioners in Enugu State Government: 
hon. Engr Bethel Onyenyiri Chukwudi and hon. 
Edward Nnaji. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mails 

Mr Speaker: Please, endeavour to be 
checking your mails at the Boxes outside. Each 
time Members continue to complain of Order 
paper and Votes and Proceedings and most of 
these Order Paper and Votes and Proceedings 
are usually kept for hon. Members in the 
pigeonholes outside. So. please, belore you get 
into the Chambers try to check your mails at the 
pigeonholes . 

The proposed visit to the Vice Chancellor by 
the House Committee on Education. which is 
supposed to take place today, has been sh iA:ing 
to take place on Tuesday 22"d .June, 2004. 
Signed: Chairman. hon. Michael Onyeze. 

Tenders Board Meeting 

The Tenders Board will meet tomorrow 18111 

June, 2004. Time is 12 noon prompt. Venue is 
the Chairman's OHice, Room 123. Signed: Mr 
Anichukwu John Nwankwo. 

/ 

ADJOliRNMENT 

Leade•·: Mr Speaker, Sir, may J move that 
this House do now adjourn till Tuesday, 22"d 
June, 2004 at 1 Oa.m. Thank you. 

M•· Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speaker, I rise 
to second the Motion as moved by the hon. 
Leader of the House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the honourable House do 
now adjourn until Tuesday 22"d June, 2004 at 10 
a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 11 .56 a.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 22nd .l11ne, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Col leagues, 
before us are our Votes and Proceedings, 
No. 5 of Thursday, 17'h June. 2004. I ha~e 
gone through them and to the best of my 
know ledge, they are correct. However, I 
call fo r your comments. Thank you. 

Mr D. A. Ani (Enugu South 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have gone through the Votes 
and Proceedings of ou r last sitting and 
found them to be very correct. Therefore, I 
move a Motion for the adoption. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe). Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion for the adopt ion of our Votes and 
Proceedings. Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of 1 7'1' June, 
2004 accordingly adopted 

-~ 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

SITTING CALENDAR FOR 
SECOND SESSION 200-t/2005 OF 
THE ENUGU STATE THIRD 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Leader (!i-1r Anicl?u/nn!) : Mr Spe<1ke1·. 
Sir, may I move a Motion standing: in my 
name: That this honourable House do 
approve the Sitt ing Calendar for 2004/2005 
Second Session of the Enugu State Third 
House of Assembly. Thank you . 

Ch ief Whip (Mr Odo) Mr Speaker. Sir. 
I have ri sen to second the Motion as moved 
by the Leader. 

Leade r: Mr Speaker, Sir, this Business 
Motion becomes vet-y :1ecessary pursuant to 
Section I 04 of the Constitution of the 
Federal Repub li c of Nigeria. which in 
course of cla t·ity. stipulates that: 

A !-louse of ,·lssem hl_\ ' shu// sil /in u 
period of' not l..:ss them O!lt' 
Hundred wn/ Eight One (/8 / ) du1's 
in a year 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it behooves on thi s 
honourable House to comply with thi s 
statutot·y requirement as conrainecl in the 
Constitution of rhe Federal Republic or 
Nigeria uncle1· refe rence. 

We have to bem in mind that the sitt ings 
of the House are Tuesdays and Thursdays 
while Mondays ancl Wednesdays are lo r 
Committee activities. The tirst quarter is 
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· 7'"1 I ~ " ~004 . . trom _ . une to J I August..:. · . gt vtng a 
tota l of lil't'y two clays. minus th1·ee clays lo t· 
Easter Recess, lea ving a tot i1l of l'orty nine 
days. 
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Second quaner is from I" September to 
30 November, 2004 totalling fifty two days, 
minus four days for Independence Recess, 
leaving a total of forty eight days. 

Third quarter is from I" December, 
2004 to 28' 11 February, 2005, totalling fi fty 
two days, minus fourteen days for 
Christmas Recess, leaving a total of thirty 
seven days. 

FoUJih quarter is from I" March to 31 '1 

May, 2005, totalling fifty two, min us three 
days fo r Easter Recess, leaving a total of 
forty eight days. Total number of 
Legislative Sitting is one hundred and 
Eighty two days. Summary of the expected 
number of House Sittings : Committee 
Sittings- inclusive is as follows: 

No. of Silt in:; No. of Total No. l'rojl'cll'd 
days Commith.'l' o f days No. for 

dll 'S lt l'CCSS 

I" Qu:~rtcr 26 1 ( , 52 ) 

2"' Qu;\rter :y, 26 52 4 

3" Quarter 25 J. (, :'I 14 

~"Quarter :!:' :! (, 51 3 
Totnl 102 104 206 24 I I S2d~ 

The first Quarter of the Second Sess ion 
of the Third House of Enugu State House of 
Assemb ly statied from 2"d June, 2004 and 
to end on 3 I" August, 2004 with 3 days fo r 
Easter Recess , leav ing 49 days for the full 
activities ofthe House. 

The second quatier will begin from I'' 
September, 2004 and will end on 30'11 

November, 2004 with 4 days for 
Independence Recess, leaving 48 days fo r 
the full activities ofthe House. 

Similarly, the 3'd Quarter will begin 
from I 51 December, 2004 and will terminate 
on 28'11 February, 2005, with 14 days for 
Christmas Recess , leav ing 37 days for the 
act ivities of the House. 

Fina ll y, Mr Speaker, Sir, the 4'11 Quarter 
being the last will stati from I" March, 
2005 to 31" May, 2005 with 3 days Easter 
Recess, leaving 48 days for the full 
activities of the House. By this projection, 
Mr Speaker, 182 days are being marked out 
to meet the Constitutional requ irement as 
designed by this Calendar. 

It is the intention of this Motion to 
ach ieve the following: 

i. Action plan Legisl ative Service; 

11. Organizing and ensuring 
sensitized high impact activities 
on the Order Paper; 

III. Projection and Compliance with 
the Constitutional requirem ents 
of minimum of 181 legislative 
si tting days of the House . 
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Mr Speaker, Sir, this honourable House 
is hereby urged to approve the Sitting 
Calendar for 2004/2005 Second Sess ion of 
the Third House of En ugu State House of 
Assembly as stated here in . 

Be it moved and is hereby moved . 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo)' Mr Speaker, 
have risen to second the Motion bearing in 
rr.ind that this is a routine Motion that seeks 
to create allowance for the House Members 
to fo ll ow the statutory obligations of 
attend ing sittings fo r not less than (One 
Hundred and Eighty-One) 18 1 days as was 
guaranteed by Section I 04 of the 
Constitution. 

The reasons, just like the Leader of the 
House has pointed out, could be seen from 

j 
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various angles. In the first instance, the idea 
of 'bringing a Motion, perhaps, two days or 
three days before the sitting might confuse 
SOil')e members especially those who are not 
properly organized but if there is a 
Cal,(!ndar of this nature, it will ce11ainly 
ke~p in view the programmes of the House 
wl~'ch at the end of the day will coincide 
wi .· the programmes at the moment. 

' 
~ -

Mr Speaker, before I continue with my 
contributions, we made & little mistake and 
I seek to crave the indulgence of the House 
to correct it by asking the House to suspend 
Order No. 25 of our Rules to correct same. 

The mistake appears in the first qua11er 
of the second schedule. If you look at 
paragraph 4 of the second page, the Mover 
of the Motion pointed out that the first 
qua1ier of the Session of Third House of 
Assembly sta1ied from 2"d June, 2004 to 
end on 31 ., August, 2004 minus 3 days for 
Easter Recess. And with the common 
knowledge, you will find out that the Easter 
season does not fall within 2"d June and 31 51 

August. So our intention has been to create 
allowance for quarterly recess of 3 days 
instead of Easter holidays. 

I just want to put across to you what I 
want to amend. So, I therefore seek the 
honourable House to suspend its Order No. 
25 of our Rules so as to make this relevant 
amendment. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anibve): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
as moved by the Chief Whip (Mr Odo) in 
getting leave of the House to enable us 
come up with the necessary amendments. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo)" Mr Speaker Sir, 
in the first page, line 3, they wrote ]"'' 
Quarter ji-om 2"d June to 31" August, 2004, 
minus 3 days for Easter Recess. Then the 
total number of days is expected to be 52 
days. And what was written after the subs­
traction of 3 days is 48 days instead of 49 
days . So ... 

Mr Speaker: What I have in my own 
copy is 49 days. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): What I 
also have in my copy is 49 days. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, what I have in my own is 48 days. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
0. K. Please let us take the correct one. 

Seyeral hon. Members: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, 49 is the correct one. 

Mr Speaker: O.K. 49 days is the correct 
figure. Thank you. 

Chjef Whip: Secondly, at page 2, I wish 
to suggest that the 3 days before the Easter 
Recess should be substituted with 3 days for 
quarterly Recess. As the Easter Recess has 
equally been reflected in our 4'" quaiier, l 
think it will not be nice to make such 
duplication. More especially where the 
holidays do not fall anywhere between June 
and August. So, these are simple 
corrections. 
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Mr Speaker, that it is so fundamental, 
even if we allow it or we wave it outside, 
then tl1ere is no way we can carry on with it. 
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So, l am of the opinion that the House do 
substitute the Easter Holidays in the first 
quarter, for quarterly holidays. Then these 
are just simple amendments. Mr Speaker, in 
the light of all these, we now move that the 
t"' quarter of the 2"" Session of the third 
House of Enugu State House of Assembly 
started from 2m' June and ends 3 t"' August, 
2004 with 3 days for quarterly Recess. 
Leaving 49 days f or the f ull activities of the 
House. Do Mr Speaker, ... 

Mr Speal<er: Does it mean expunging 
the Easter Recess? 

Chief W hip: Yes. 

Mr Speaker: Is it just to expunge the 
Easter and insert quarterly? 

Chief W hip: Yes. 

Mr Speaker: Go on, and move the 
Motion. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
former ly move that the first paragraph in 
the second page be read as fo llows: the first 
quarter of the Second Session of the Third 
House of Enugu State House of Assembly 
started from 2"" June 2004 and ends on 31"' 
A ugust, 2004 with 3 days f or Easter Recess 
is substituted with 3 days for quarterly 
Recess. In other words, to expunge the 
Easter Recess and now insert quarterly 
Recess. (Laughter) 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) .· Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
moved by the Chief Whip of the House (Mr 
Odo). Thank you. 

.;' 

Question put and agreed to 

Chief Whip: Thank you, Mr Speaker. In 
the light of all these, I solidly throw my 
weight by suppot1ing the Motion, bearing in 
mind that the action plan of the legislative 
business of the House could not have been 
better at1iculated . This House Calendal· had 
not been coordinated as has been ¢one 
presently. Also the organisation r_. and 
assurance of sensitized high it ;f~J act 

activities with the Order Paper wi~, · be 
guaranteed because of the Programr ·:.:: of 
the events which we are trying to scl·( ::lule 
at the moment. 

Finally, there is no way one can run out 
from maintammg the Constitutional 
requirement of our Constitution. That is by 
IT aking sure that the normal sitting days of 
one hundred and eighty-one days ( 181) 
have been complied by Members of the 
House. And most interestingly, is the 
particularization of the days of the activities 
of the House to suit and make allowance for 
Committee days so that nobody will be 
compelled to do Committee works at an odd 
hour. Or rather at a date that wi II not be 
really convenient for such duty. ;~~: I 
commend the Mover of this Motioi~·''for 

coming up with this high spirited idea ·:: \ nd 
I would urge the Members to suppo+ the 
Motion. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve).· Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I equally rise to make my 
contribution to this all -important Motion. 

· The sitting calendar is a Constitutional 
Fulfillment that we have to regulate. When 
the House is regulated, it goes to show the 
seriousness and commitment of the House. 
It will now be directed to the Law Makers 
and they will not behave in a way of 
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contradicting the Law terms. The only thing 
now is to keep the regulations with all the 
seriousness we have attached to it: that is 
carping and sitting in time, doing other 
things, and doing our Committee work. 
These are all evidences that we have 
actually worked, and are still at work for 
the 'people of Enugu State. I believe that 
with this regulation we can go all out to 
give our people the required Law, and the 
required legislation 

Mr Speaker, on this ground, I call on my 
Colleagues to give this all-impo11ant 
Motion quick passage without delay. At the 
same time I move that you now put the 
Question. Thank you. 

Deputy Speal<er (Mr Atigwe). Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I am on my feet to contribute 
on this all-impo11ant Motion. This Motion 
is reminding us of our legislative duties so 
as to prepare ourselves for our legislative 
sittings. Let me take Members to our 
adopted Rules. Order No. 5 of our Rules 
adopted says, the House can only sit on 
Mondays, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursdays. As we are aware, this Motion is 
clear. Also, the sittings are not only 181 
days, but it says not less than 181 dciys, 
which means that we can sit for more than 
181 days. This reminds us also of Section 
109 (f), which says that a Member shall 
attend a House for not less than 60 days, 
and the House should sit for not less than 
181 days. So, Mr Speaker, having said all 
these, let me urge the Members to prepare 
themselves for the legislative sitting. With 
this Mr Speaker, I support the Motion 
accordingly. Thank you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I will first of all start by 

thanking the Mover of the Motion because 
he is a strong believer in the supremacy of 
the Constitution. Honestly, the Constitution 
is ·the mother of democracy, while . ·the 
Legislative Arm is equally a believ,er in 
democracy. 

Mr Speaker, I know already that the 
House has suspended Order No. 25; in view 

·I 
of that may I direct the House to page one 
column four of the Motion . The caption is 
Projected number f or Recess. May I d:t.>ve 
that between number and/or that ofdc';Vfi be 
inserted to read, Projected number o; ·fays 
for Recess, in line with others. · 

Mr Speaker: What does the hon. 
Member for Oji River (Mr Obidinma) think 
is wrong with it? 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, it is just to 
make it uniform with others. 

754 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi South): Thank you, 
Mr Speaker, I rise to second the Motion 
which is asking the House to add of days, 
because the grammar is incomplete when 
you say projected number for Recess. 
Number of what? Every other one has 
number oldays, let us add olclays. 1(:[~ 

t>~ 
Mr Speaker: O.K, but, is the ·,;;Jon. 

Member for Oji River (Mr Obid.' i.ma) 
aware that this Motion is on notice? 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, we have 
already allowed the suspension of Order 
No. 25. 

Mr Speal<er: But not that Order No. 25 
has been suspended for another Motion 
means that when one notices some lapses 

:!*?: 
. :~,· 

'f.··· 
'·!.: 
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and wants to move Motions, he will not 
se~k for the suspension of the Order again. 

J\1 r Obidinma: Mr Speaker, like we 
saia earlier, we got this Motion today. 

Mr Speaker: Order! What I am saying 
is that if one wants to move a Motion, he 
sl~_tj ld first of all seek for the suspension of 
OFcler No. 25 . The reason that we 
suspended the Order to enable the Chief 
Whip (Mr Odo) move an amendment 
Motion does not mean that another Member 
should not move Motion for the suspension 
again . 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, may I 
crave the indulgence of thi s honourable 
House to suspend Order No. 25 to enable 
me come up with the amendment. 

Mr Njeze: Thank you, Mr Speaker 
stand to second that Motion for the 
suspension of Order No. 25 to enable the 
hon. Member for Oji River (Mr Obidinma) 
come up with his Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Order No. 25 of the Standing Rule of the 
House accordingly suspended. 

Mr Obidinma: Thank you, Mr Speaker 
may I move that of days be inserted 
between number and for, to read projected 
number of days fo r Recess. Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West) : Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
as moved by the hon. Member for Oji 
River. 

Question put and agreed to. 

.;< 

:-~.\.::, 

Question, That 'of days ' be {h. f::· i~-' ed 
between number and .for ' in the captL.l of 
column four of the Motion, put and a. : ~ r .. eed 
to. 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, I have 
al ready told the House that the Mover of the 
Motion is a strong believer in the 
supremacy of the Constitution, and' that 
democracy has its beacon on this politics. 

Having said all these things, Mr 
Speaker, may I beg this honourable House 
to please pass this Motion accordingly. 
Thank you. 
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Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to make some, few 

d 'b . ..<"l"'j t.. ' comments an contn ut1ons on ·~)<. 1 !S 

important Motion. " 

First of all , I want to commenu the 
Leader of this House who is the Mover of 
the Motion. However, I wish to state that 
the Calendar we are about to pass is a 
means to an end and not an end itself. We 
now have a focus; we can now know that if 
we follow it to the letter, we are going to 
fulfill our Constitutional requirements. 

However, a lot still needs to be done 
because at any legislative sitting, we need to 
do one or two business. I want to call on the 
Leader as the Chairman of Rules and 
Business Committee to match this sitting 
days with businesses so that each day,_..,.wi ll 
come up with a calendar so as to hel~V'il to 
know the things we are going to disc t.!{'~ on 
these sitting days, because if we ent(;;· the 
Chambers and adjourn, I do not see ir as a 
sitting. So, by the time we bring out the 
business calendar and match it with th is 
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sitting calendar, we wou ld have gone a long 
way in ensuring that we achieve a lot. 
Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: I thank the hon. Member 
for A wgu N01th (Mr Enebe) for that 
comment. In as much as I agree with him, 
the Leader would require the hon. Members 
eff01t and suppo11 because we cannot just 
come into the Chamber without making 
input. So I am appealing to all the hon. 
Members to work very hard to enable the 
House achieve something whenever we are 
in the Chamber. Thank you . 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II ) : Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, Sir. May I commend the 
Mover of the Motion; I completely align 
myself to the contributions of the last 
speaker. This Motion is very much in order. 
I therefore move that the Question be now 
put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, 
put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do approve the sitting calendar for 
2004/2005 Second Session of the Enugu 
State Third House of Assembly. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meeting 

Mr Speaker·: The House Committee on 
Economic Development, Civil Service and 
Labour Matters will meet as follows: 

Date: Wednesday 23'<1 June, 2004; Time 
10 a.m. 

756 

Venue: Chairman's Officer (Room: 02) 
Enugu State House of Assembly. Kincjly be 
punctual . 

~f,ft 
Signed: 
Hon . A. C. Nnadi 
Chairman 

Committee Inauguration 

I want to make an appeal, if you know 
that your Committee has not been 
inaugurated, please kindly inaugurate the 
Com mittee. 

(i) 

(i i) 

I will never assign a function or 
duties to any Committee that has 
not been inaugurated . 

Whatever the Committee does is 
illegal, because it has not .>::en 
inaugurated. It is very ~J41ch 
unfair that after three 1Tj('1 ths 
some Members have not .· ueen 
able to inaugurate ;'heir 
Committees. Please endeavour 
to inaugurate your Committee so 
that if I have any assignment to 
give to any Committee I can 
joyfully do so. 

Pigeon-Holes 

I can also observe this morning that 
some ofthe hon. Members were not making 
use of their Pigeon-holes because I saw 
some hon. Members asking for Order Paper 
and the Votes and Proceedings. These 
Papers were kept inside hon. Mer~ers 
respective pigeon-holes and they can a,:j_/t:lys 
go their and pick their Papers. This i<l: ery 
easy because before hon. Members . ome 
into the Chamber they should go sti i) !ght 



) ~~ I 

·,,i ~:·:~ 
I 

,\ls l3 
Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 

22 June, 2004 

,. ~· · .. 

1514 
.. . 

anM collect their Votes and Proceedings 
frcim the Pigeon-holes. 

' I 

Brief Meeting 

-., on the rising of the House I will like to 
m~et with the members in my office for a 
vE;ry short time. Thank you. 

·~ 
•I 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move 
that this honourable House do now adjourn 
until I 0 a.m. on Thursday 24th June, 2004. 
Thank you, Sir. 

Whereupon the hon. Member for Enugu 
North (Mr Onoh), walked in and stood up 
for recognition. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Enugu North (Mr Onoh) should please sit 
down. (Prolonged laughter) . 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I want to Second the Motion 
for adjournment. 

Mr Speaker: What does the hon . 
Member know that transpired on the Floor 
of the House that he wants to second the 
Motion for adjournment? The House is 
about . to adjourn and the hon. Member (Mr 
Onoh) arrives and wants to Second the 
Motion. (Laughler) . 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to Second the Motion for 
adjournment as moved by the Leader of the 
House. Thank you, Sir. 

Queslion pul and agreed to. · 

.Y 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Thursday, 24th June, 2004 at I 0 
a.m. prompt. 

Adjourned accordingly at 10.55 a.m. 

~~~ .. :~~ 
··>< 

~~£~ 
. '~ ··- ~\ 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 24'" June, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings, No. 6 of 
Tuesday, 22"d day of June, 2004 are before 
us. l have gone through them and I found 
them to be correct. However, I need your 
comments. Thank you. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker, I have equally gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings and I found them to 
be correct. I, therefore, move for the 
adoption. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
for the adoption of our last Votes and 
Proceedings as moved by the hon. Member 
for Nsukka East (Mr Amu). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 2r' 
June, 2004 accordingly adopted. 

758 

PRESENTATION OF A BILL 

THE ENUGU STATE WASTE 
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY BILL 

NO.8, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to Dissolve the 
Enugu State Environmental 
protection Agency and to Establish 
the Enugu State Waste 
Management Authority and .P~her 

related matters connected ther;: ·ith 
- presented by the Leader , ;· Mr 
Anichukwu) read for the Firs· rime 
and referred to Committee on 
Environmental Management, 
Petroleum Resources and Judiciary, 
Public petitions, Ethics and 
Privileges. 

M r Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Committee, is given two weeks to repo11 
out. 

I wish to appeal to the Committee to try 
as much as possible to turn out their Rep011 
as announced. Thank you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT ~r .. ....... 

Inauguration Meeting 

Mr Speal<er: There will be an inaugural 
meeting of the House Committee on 
Information as follows: Friday, 251

h June 
2004, at IO a.m. prompt in the Chairman's 
office, room I 09. The Chief guest of honour 
is the Rt. hon . Speaker Enugu State House 
of Assembly. Members should endeavour to 
attend and on time. 
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Please, remember that I said earlier that 
hon. Members should not go. I am yet to 
collect the forms which I hinted you of 
yesterday. Do not go, just hang on. The 
only persons I excused to go out are the 
Chairman and Members of House Services 
Committee. They have a function 
somewhere. They will go and come back 
immediately. You have to stay and fill the 
forms so that they can be sent back to the 
appropriate authorities, latest tomorrow or 
Saturday, please. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukvvu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I move that this honourable House 
do now adjourn until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, 
the 29'11 day of June 2004. Thank you . 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi Not1h): Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. I rise to second the Motion for 
adjournment and in doing that, I wish to 
appeal to Members of the Information 
Committee to please attend this 
inauguration on time and also to extend the 
invitation to every other hon. Member, 
because this inauguration of the Committee 
is going to be a kind of celebration of a 
successful First Session of this House · of 
Assembly. We are inviting virtually every 
Pressman operating in Enugu State and our 
PRO has done a very good job. He has 
outlined all the Bills and all Motions we 
have passed and so it will be very good if 
you can make out time to be part of the 
success of the House. 

God bless you as you come there 
tomorrow. 

Question put and agreed to. 

" 

Resolved. That this honourable House 
do now adjourn till Tuesday, 29' 11 June, 
2004 at I 0 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 11.13 a.m. 

· ... ~ :~ 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

i ~ Tuesday, 29'" June, 2004 

;'~ (The House met at 10 a.m.) 

'I 

PRAYERS 

(M r Speaker in the Chai r) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speal<er: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 7 of 
Thursday, 241

h June, 2004, are before the 
House. I have gone through them and I 
found them to be correct. However, I call for 
your comments. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings and I 
have an observation to make on No. 8 of last 
sentence. We said that we committed the Bill 
to the Joint Committees to report back 
within two weeks, we did not say within one 
week, we said within two weeks. 

Mr Speaker: That is correct. Sergeant­
at-Anns should please take note. The 
observation has been well taken care of. 

Mr F. Am uh (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
that the Votes and Proceedings be adopted . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings ofThursday, 24'" 
June, 2004 accordingly adopted. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE ENUGU STATE WASTE ·:." 
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY sb:!-L 

NO. 8, 2004 :: · 
~~t.~ 

A Bill for a Law to Dissok < the 
En ugu State Environ::'1·=nta l 
Protect ion Agency and to Es Ql ish 
the Enugu State Waste Manageh1ent 
Authority and Other related matters 
connected therewith 

(Orderfor Second Reading Read) 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I have risen to give 
the detailed hi ghlight of the contents of this 
Bill before this honourabl e House. Recently 
a similar Bill was brought into this House 
under the name Enugu State Environmental 
Protection Agency but it has now been given 
the name Enugu State Waste Management 
Authority. 

.~-~~ 
Mr Speaker, I feel this is as a resL.:i?8f a 

lot of considerations given to Enugu S ... :e by 
the State Government. In the past, ; .. nugu 
State was a model: a model in terms of its 
beauty, a model in terms of hospital ity wh ich 
is stil l existing up till now, and a model in 
terms of environmental clean I iness. The 
surroundings of Enugu was an example in 
the whole city and even beyond. Mr 
Speaker, it is in pursuant of that beauty in 
Enugu State that this Bi ll has once aga in 
been introduced with full authority for the 
purpose of maintaining the cleanliness that 
Enugu is know fo r. 

760 

It is a common knowledge in Enugu State 
th~t a .lot of factors have mil i ~ate~ ~~inst 
tillS obJeCtive. The people who l1ve 111 :'l't:;l'*ugu 
- well I am not saying that everyb•.W'.Y is 
gu il ty - but there are some people wl :;5 still 
have the sp irit to maintain cleanlines~ (~ut a 
good number of the citizens in Enugu State 
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pay:' )ittle or no attention to the nature of 
ecs:tasy to which Enugu is known. It is 

-note'forthy that the Bill now highlights 
sotH~; of the objectives and functions of the 
Aut~~rity which after due implementation, 
will i-:estore Enugu State to its lost Glory. 

I 

Some of the problems wh ich this Bill 
seek's~ to address is the issue of road 
obstruction. In Enugu, except recently that 
the Government of Enugu State has tried to 
dualize the major streets, if you go through 
the area particularly the suburbs like 
Abakpa, Emene, etc, you find out that they 
have single-carriage, way dual one. The road 
is narrow and due to the careless attitude of 
our people they just dump refuse along the 
road. If one does not look properly, one will 
discover that one's tire is either punctured or 
that one is thrown down by the crumps not 
well placed by the road side. 

Mr Speaker, Enugu State has been 
having an insurmountable problerri of Waste 
Management It is not the question of 
bringing out the dust-bin from their places; 
it is not the question of taking the Waste to 
either designated or undesignated points that 
is the issue. Sometimes all those points are 
not properly taken care of because when you 
dump them, it takes many weeks, if not 
months, for the former ENSEPA (Enugu 
State Environmental Protection Agency) to 
come and evacuate them. 

Now, this Bill is introducing scientific 
way of Waste Management in the form of 
recycling. I think it is the sole aim of this 
Bill. The Lagos State Government has that 
system. So, we should introduce that system 
whereby we throw out refuse and the 
Authority will come and collect the refuse 
and go and recycle it in such a way that a 
recycled dust-bin can never constitute a 
problem any more. This Bill has taken care 
of that and I believe it is going to improve 

" 
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environmental development. This Au~hority 
(Enugu State Environmental Waste 
Management Authority) now has• the 
authority to act according to the :jState 
Agency's guideline. :J 

ilL 
Mr Speaker, it is a common knowle}~}e in 

Enugu State that some of the inhabitat ;;' : say 
that, after all, they are not to be blam\_.·.·!, are 
they going to dump the dust-bin on ~thei r 
heads. An individual may have bought 
empty plots of land about twenty years: ago, 
and because they are not yet developed the 
inhabitations have no alternative than to use 
the undeveloped land to dump refuse. 

Now, we will say who will ever allow 
such type of plot not be properly taken care 
of? It is either developed or fenced to make 
sure that the plots which are meant for 
huma'l inhabitation is not turned into a 
dumpi ng ground or an obstruction in Enugu 
State. The commuters in the commercial 
vehicles constitute a big problem ii<t . this 

. . ·~ · matter. Somettmes the dnvers. ~;;: the 
conductors even the passengers )~-:.1fter 
drin king the sachet water or whatev/: :. they 
call it or eating a common local nutrit ious 
food- okpa or banana- they just throw the 
waste on the road. They do not even know 
that Enugu State is a clean State. Sometimes 
when the car is moving they will even smash 
water on the people passing by. 

Mr Speaker, I think the passage of this 
Bill will bring a stop to such behaviour by 
the people in Enugu and the people visiting 
Enugu will know that Enugu has a standard 
in clean environment. 

This Bill like I have · said is .very 
comprehensive. It is a common practf~~ in 
Enugu State that when one ta! f;;::,:'! of 
emtironment it is not only the grot ~/:i, it 
invo lves wall; it involves living pla·; '!s; it 
involves wherever human beings can pass 

---------------------------
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scat~ered all over the road in the process of 
evacuation to designated points is stopped. 
This is noticed particularly during 
Harn1attan. The scientific equipment that is 
going to be used by the Authority should 
ensure that the refuse is properly collected 
carefully enveloped, and deposited at the 
point it is supposed to be so that at the end 
of the day, the possibility of the refuse 
scatj:ering will not be there again. Being 
human beings, I know there must be some 
people who will always have negative 
interpretation ofthe Bill. 

The Sanitation day involves serious 
checks on the citizens because a mobile 
court to judge to offender is to be put in 
place. This is not the issue of an offender 
who is arrested and handed over to the 
police offering some money to the police 
and is released. This time around, the 
offenders will be arrested on the spot and 
there is Zonal Mobile Courts designated in · 
Zones. The offender will be tried there, if 
found guilty he will be punished on the spot. 

Mr Speaker, this problem involves the 
whole Nation. On the issue of money or 
impersonation of the personnel of this 
Authority, this Bill has been carefully 
designed. The operators or the Authority 
also has the Laws guiding them. The 
common rep01t we have been getting has 
been, if for example, one is to pay 
N I ,000.00 for a year to ENS EPA, Mr 'A' is 
asked to pay and collect the money and give 
you receipt. After two months Mr 'B' will 
still come for the some purpose and the 
masses have been complaining. But this 
time around I am very happy that a good 
Law i's the making. If you are impersonating 
in the name of serving the Authority and 
your action is investigated and it is found 
that you are guilty, Mr Speaker, whether he 
is a Managing Director or under Managing 
Director, the person is in trouble. 

On the flimsy reasons that there is no 
money to buy trucks or buy tyres, · thi s 
Aufjlority is to make provisions for them. It 
wil l raise some money to maintain itself ­
pay' its workers, and maintain its equipments. 
At least, let the good people of Enugu State 
know that whatever they are paying for they 
are getting good results. Mr Speaker, I know 
if you allow me l can probably talk 0 11 the 
Bi II for two hours because the merits are 
innumera~le a~d _r believe tl_1at the t~~e of 
the puddmg IS m the eating. Aftf~t,s due 
consideration by the hon . Members, ar 't:~~r it is 
put in use, then the good people of · .. nugu 
State will know that this honourable ( iouse 
has not disappointed them, that we are 
representing them well and taking good 
decisions, about their welfare . They are there 
watch ing all our actions and utterances to 
know whether we are actually doing what 
tlley sent us to do or not. l am however, 
propd to say that we are doing so. By the 
time we have deliberated on this Bill and it 
is passed and put into use, l assure you , Mr 
Speaker, that this honourable House would 
have satisfied its existence and Enugu State 
people will be proud to say: To God Be the 
Glory. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Deputy Speal<er: Mr Speaker, ?!~·. ave 
only come to appreciate two factr./ ,t. as 
enslwined in the Bill. One, we will rec <: that 
the former Agency under the name ·~nugu 

State Environmental Protection Agency was 
created with a sole administrator. The 
General Manager is all and all; he has no 
Board Members and nobody to checkmate 
him. He was there alone doing everything 
pleasing to him. 

But with the establishment of this Bill , if 
this honourable House gives due passage to 
it, then the Management Board of this Waste 
Management Authority will be established. 
This Board will be composed of the 
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I . . 
through and where human eyes can see. This 
Bill takes care of any attempt by any 
individual to deface the environment in 
Enugu. The question of disposing waste 
indiscriminately has to stop permanently. 
The issue of posters being placed all over 
the place will be controlled . People must use 
strat\!gic points; it depends on what one 
wants to adve1iise. One does not just go 
alo1:\fi the way, pick any paper, use gum or 
wh*atever you call it, and put it on the wall 
thereby defacing every place. 

Mr Speaker, I am very happy to 
announce that good laws are made in Enugu 
State because when you go to some major 
roads like Agbani Road, Gariki, Abakpa and 
even markets, in fact they even mentioned 
all major roads to find out and make sure 
that kiosks are not scattered indiscriminately 
and when I say market, I mean people who 
bring tables and drop them on the road and 
put on them bananas, vegetables, okro, 
oranges, etc. Sometimes in the past there 
used to be the ugly incident of abandoning 
vehicles on the roads. Some peop le said it 
was because of bad economy. They could 
not get the vehicles repaired and put on the 
road and there was no money to put the 
brake in order and so on and so fOiih. 

So, this Bill seems to make it mandatory 
for the citizens of Enugu State to first of all 
consider life because life is precious; life is 
God's gift and should not be toyed with. 
One of the cardinal objectives of Enugu 
State Government is to make sure that lives 
and prope1iies ofthe citizens are protected. 

The issue of littering of refuse 
indiscriminately along the junctions 
specifically at the main roads will be 
properly taken care of by the Agency and 
also make sure that people confine 
themselves to the authorized places for 
market purposes. There is really a place for 

.. 
-~fl.,t .. 

everything at a particular time. There ~~~!uld 
be no mini markets along the roads ( ~{' ·oad 
junctions, as these constitute road hazz ~-l s . 

Mr Speaker, you can agree with me that 
ecological problem is a serious problem 
wherever it occurs and I would not want 
Enugu State to witness the kind of erosion 
menace in Nanka, Agulu, and other places. It 
was as a result of that, that Enugu State had 
to sustain a very big loss sometime ago~ when 
they were forced to repair Inyaba bridge and 
the bridge along Abakpa towards 
Expressway. 

So, some man-made create problems I ike 
Car Wash, contribute a lot of problems in 
Enugu State. It is virtually in every .,!ityeet, 

~ ..•.. , 
and every corner is turned into a Car-H.~; f'lsh. 

Although some of the citizens mak~:Jj':heir 
living th rough this Car Wash, it has ':\o be 
done at places authorized by this A;;<;ncy 
because a stitch in time saves nine. I am · 
happy that this Authority has riow gathered 
full power to make sure that all hands are on 
deck to make Enugu State a I iving place for 
her citizens. 

The most impOiiant one among them, Mr 
Speaker, is the re-introduction of Sanitation 
day, that is clean-up-exercise. On that day 
we clean the street, we clean the 
environment, we clean our houses and we 
clean ourselves. There was a time Sanitation 
days were introduced in Enugu State and we 
were all witnesses to the effect or;:, the 

:t~N;• ~: 

environment of Enugu State. Once j~;~~ain, 
this Bill seeks to re-introduce Sanita·:Jfn in 
Enugu State for the purpose of keepi ·; ~ our 
environment clean. When I say enviror.-,r:ent, 
it is not the question of . introducing a 
program me that is the problem; the problem 
is making sure that the programme is 
effective. It is to that effect that this Bi II has 
to make sure that the usual practice of the 
refuse being blown off by breeze and 
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to this very impotiant Bill which talks about 
Waste Management and Sanitation. 

There is no doubt that man cannot liv~ 

effectively without taking care of his 
environment and we have been operating 
other laws that have been taking care of our 
environment, but for the reasons which my 
hon . · Colleagues have given which gave 
birth to this Bill, it has become important to 
substitute this law with this present Bill. So, 
I suppoti the Bill in all its ramifications. 

Mr Speaker, perm it me also to make few 
inputs because I may not have the privilege 
of contributing at Committee stage. I agree 
with the last speaker, the Deputy Leader of 
the House, who said that in appointing the 
managing Director, the Governor need not 
wait for the recommendation from the 
Ministry, he should do it straight away 
because this is a parastatal just like State 
Pritnary Education Board in the Ministry of 
Education, Post Primary Schools 
Management Board in the Ministry of 
Education or Enugu State University of 
Science and Technology in the Ministry of 
Education. 

While appointing the Chief Executives of 
these parastatals, the Governor never needed 
to go through the relevant Ministries. He 
does it with his own wisdom and a given 
criteria for such appointment. So, I feel, this 
should not be an isolated case. So, as it is a 
parastatal under that Ministry, the 
appointment of chief executives there should 
be I ike that of other parastatals. 

Mr Speaker, I also wish to request my 
other hon . Colleagues to look at the title of 
this Bill critically, and note that the intention 
of this Bill actually is to take care of the 
environment or sanitation, and in giving this 
Bill title the word Environment or Sanitation 
was completely avoided. If we go to the 
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definition of waste by Longman. DictiQnary 
of Contemporary English, the tit'st defiriition 
there defined waste as unwanted materials, 
unwanted materials or substances that ure 
lefi afier one has used something 

It went further to state that; if' i~~~\i des 
·1' : \' 

the ideas to recycle household waste. ·<~?:It is 
the dictionary definition of waste. If"' . look 
at this Bill, it spoke more or k s of 
environment and sanitati on. The sa me 
dictionary defined environment as the air. 
water and land in which people, animals and 
plants Live. It went further to say what 
education is needed to protect the 
environment. 

If we come to the Bill itself, we look at 
the interpretation, that is part I, Section II , it 
defined: Appropriate authority means other 
authorities established hy any law, enj(;rcecJ 
and charged hy environmental protection. It 
went further aga in to say: Authority rneuns 
Enugu State Waste /v!anagement Aut~r;rity 

established hy this law. Then we l ook·.!~''; the 
second page on interpretation; it }. ays: 
Commissioner means Commissio11 111 

charge oj' mailers relating to enviro, 11ent. 
Then under interpretation again, it says: 
Court means the environmental protection 
court referred to in Section 30 oj' this laH1. 

Then at page 3 again of the interpretati on, it 
says: Minist1y means the Ministry in charge 
oj'matters relating to environment. 

Then, if we go to Section 5 where the 
functions of this envisaged Authority should 
have been enumerated; I am at page li ve, 
Function.\' of' the Authority. Sub-section I (a­
d) talked about wuste. wh il e (e) dwelt on 
environment. If you go to sections 22 -25 
stat1ing from sanitation day t r~·.'"»,, the 
punishments, you will see that evef~;7.1 ing 

there is talking about env ironment. }"'·· hen 
yo u go to offences, it talked in detail ~ 1bout 

0 
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Chairman, the General Management, and Saturday of the month, we are actually'; ; ing 
some technocrats drawn from other to re-awaken the consciousness: ·of inc! · .. dual 
Ministries like Permanent Secretary, Works; cleanliness and environmental clean \ess. 
pet:r~1!tnent Secretary, Establishment; The whole world still revol ve on aspect of 
Perinf(nent Secretary, Utilities. These people environment, we have the physical 
and other chief executives that may have to environment, we have the social 
be sRnsidered based on their abilities, will environment and we have the tinancial 
contribute effectively to environmental environment. These are the environments 
management. So, this Bill will actually go a that go a long way to at least condition li fe in 
long way to expose the ingenuity of waste a way that everyone of us will actuall y 
management and we will not be appreciate it if appropriately carried and 
disappointed. implemented. 

Mr Speaker, having observed this, I :nay 
equally comment on the issue of, 
particularly, the Chairman and the General 
lvfanager, to be recommended by the 
Ministry; I have observation there. l will 
rather prefer where His Excellency wi ll be 
given a free hand based on his ingenuity to 
appoint, without necessarily waiting for the 
Ministry's recommendation . 

In other words, ifthe Ministry goes up to 
recommend, one will eventually discover 
that some people who are the Min istry 
admirers may equally need it. l am of the 
opinion that a powerful representation be 
sought from the mother Ministry. The 
Governor will be given a free hand to 
appoint the Chairman and the General 
Manager without needing any 
recommendation from the Ministry. 

Mr Speaker there is another point 
would also like to make which will attract 
the attention of the generality of the people 
of Enugu State. We believe that cleanliness 
is next to Godliness, and a healthy person is 
a wealthy person. On this strength, there is 
nothing to compare with human life. The 
preciousness of human life cannot be 
quantified by any other means. 

Mr Speaker, I believe that with the 
reintroduction of sanitation day every last 
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So, this reintroduction w ill equally go a 
long way to now even disseminate to other 
areas of sanitation like we used to have 
sanitary workers. With the reintroduction of 
sanitation clay we will reca ll that - w1?:: we 
believe that Military government is r ··~ • an 
aberration, but a lot of kudos shoul c ~o to 
the then leadership of General Buh<t ' and 
ldiagbon on the introduction of sanitation 
clay. Even if nothing happens, you should 
know that every last Saturday, of the month, 
one should clean up himself We also believe 
that a lot of infections and diseases arc 
equally contacted by these ti I thy areas and 
environment. 

l also believe that with the reintroducti on 
of sanitation clay, last Saturday of the mOn th, 
Enugu state will come to apprec iate the 
va lue of maintenance culture, we will come 
to appreciate the val ue of human dignity; we 
will equally come to appreciate the va.~~te of 
human life, which has no replacem ef·.W On 
these few points, I believe that this .' .. Jale 
will not be conclucled today; we ar onl y 
introducing the debate upon whic: my 
Colleagues will give this all-important Bill 
clue consideration and clue passage . I beg to 
rest my speech. Thank you . 

Mr M.O. Onyeze (lgboeze North I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, l have ri sen to give my support 
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Mr Speaker, Sir, I want also to state that 
the powers given to the staff of this 
envisaged Authority should be done with 
care. Some of us had a bitter experience 
with the past Agency, there was an occasion 
the~ came to somebody's house and the 
pet-son was not willing to pay any money; in 
fact he had no money because they were 
loolt'ing for one thousand Naira. What they 
did was to collect a child from that place and 
put the child in the bus and ran away with 
the child . This was what the past Agency did 
and most hon. Members were aware of this 
incident because it took place at Abakpa, 
here in Enugu. 

Pages 19, Section 27 ( 1 ), says Offences 
Relating to staff of the Authority etc: 

A member of staff of the Authority, or 
any person authorized by the Authority to 
carry out any of its .fimctions under this 
law shall in the execution of his duties 
have power to: 

(a) enter into any premises benveen 
the hours of six in the forenoon 
and six in the evening for the 
purpose of impection, issuing of 
notices, arresting offenders, 
seizing ol any goods, items or 
vehicles confiscating, auctioning, 
abating any nuisance, etc. 

So when you give such powers to people 
that are not properly trained to exercise such 
powers, some of the touts, after drinking in a 
beer parlour, can decide to take a walk. They 
will start entering people's houses and sta11 
to arrest them. I believe that while they are 
doing this type of arrests, they should go 
either with a policeman or any trained 
officer so that they do not go to perform 
their duties under the influence of alcohol. 

You know that most professionals, once 
they are ipfluenced by alcohol or whatever, 

what they are sent out to do is different from 
their actual practice in the tield. 

So, I believe that the staff of this 
envisaged Authority should not 11av~~~~ uch 
outrageous or elastic powers, where(· · hey 
can do whatever they like when they f ·. into 
the field , especially when it extend, to 6 
o'clock in the evening. 
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One more observation, Sir! If you turn 
again at page 6, Powers o{ the Authority If 
you look at Section 6, (I), 

The Authority shall have powers to 
do anything, which in its opinion is 
calculated to facilitate the cm·jyfng 
out ol its .fimctions under this law 
including without limiting the 
generality of the following, the 
power. 

I am referring to (b): to purchase or 
otherwise acquire or take ove )fJl or 
any of the assets, ln: '~::' ess, 
properties, privileges, em :Dcts. 
rights, obligations and liabihi:es of 
any other company, firm or person 
in furtherance ol any business 
engaged in by the Authority. 

. This now means that if you are sitting in 
your house and they need your vehicle, they 
can come and take it. (Laughter). A ncl if you 
have fuel and they do not have fuel, they can 
come and take your fuel, because they want 
to do their work. They can even come and 
conscript people from their house. I think 
that this Bill is so amb iguous in some 
aspects. I therefore appeal to those who wi II 
have the authority to look into the details, to 
do a lot of work so that it will take /~?~ of 
the masses like myself. Because we<:/= in 
the House today; it may not catch ; . .. , but 
after, if we go back to the village, , may 
catch us. 

~ 
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the court. Sections 30 - 35 talked about 
environmental protections court. 

So if one looks at this Bill, it is not 
actually focusing on environment. It did not 
off~r ideas on how to manage wastes. So l 
ctm appealing to the Committee Members 
and all the people that may be concerned in 
the final panel-beating of this Bill to 
incorporate the concept of environment 
which is the main intention of the Bill , 
because if you talk about this Bill without 
talking about environmental sanitation, it 
means you have denied it its proper title. It 
means you are telling a soldier to do the 
work of a policeman, or telling a teacher to 
do the work of a medical doctor. That pa1t of 
waste management is a welcome 
development; it is an innovative concept in 
our economy. While we can manage it we 
have to incorporate either sanitation or 
environment as a pa1t of this Bill . This is my 
first observation, Mr Speaker. 

The other observation is on the issue of 
charges, that is, what the schools or 
manufacturing outfits or small -scale 
business organisat ions are required to pay 
compulsorily to this Authority. Enugu State 
has been known to be an investor friendly 
State, and this has been a State that has been 
talking about pove1ty eradication or pove1ty 
reduction through encouraging school 
leavers to establish small scale industries. If 
one looks at the envisaged charges by this 
Authority as contained in this Bill , one 
would observe that page twenty six 
schedu les I 26(j), is talking about something 
like candles and wax. Somebody who leaves 
school and goes to a bank to borrow money 
to sta1t a small scale business is required to 
pay this Authority the sum of thi1ty six 
thousand Naira. This same person is also 
expected to pay business premises Bills and 
other levies. Assuming the fellow borrowed 
one hundred thousand Naira from the bank, 

what will be left for him for survival of his 
business? l th ink the plight of the masses, 
and that of the beginners must be takeR into 
consideration while approving these fees or 
charges because it may turn out to be a 
boomerang where people who !;ave 
borrowed money from the bank to start small 
scale business are chased out of the bL~less 
by this type of Authority. l am not ~\~ <~ ing 
that they should not contribute but it · )Uid 
be minimal. 
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There are some other very loose 
descriptions of what they call category I ,2, 
and 3, at page 27 where the Bill is talking 
about construction companies, they say big 
construction companies, medium, small, i.e. 
in (n). In (o) the Bill talked about Breweries 
Bottling Companies. They say categories I, 
2, and 3 without saying what makes category 
one different from category 2 or 3. They 
should tell the House what makes a 
particular Brewery category I or 2 so that 
they do not start making flexible Rules when 
they get into the field to collect this money. 
They may throu?h Public Relations ,gr so 
con'(eit category mto category 3 or yo ~!)] leet 
another person you take th i 1ty th( .: · .. and 
Naira from him and you meet th• next 
person you take one hundred thousano \Jaira 
from him and we are operating under the 
same circumstance. Whatever they have in 
mind as categories I, 2 and 3 should be 
made known to the House. Also when you 
come to worship centres they say very large, 
large, medium, small, I do not know whether 
they are talking about the number of people 
who attend such worship centres or the size 
of the House or the size of the space of land. 
All these should change because when we 
are making these laws it should not be 
ambiguous. They should be very clear so 
that it wi II be applied to all person under the 
same condition. 

?~1,':i 
,· ·. ~:· · 

1 ... 



"' 

'"•, 

' 

1535 

Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
29 June, 2004 1536 

Fi,hally, Sir, they defined urban cities in 
the citation but in this connection they did 
not define rural areas. If you go to my own 
rural community, you will see a restaurant 
with ·only 28 seats, but the business turn-out 
may not be up to N 1000.00 profit a week. 
So if they are talking about charges there 

. ,.I , 

shou·l~ be discriminatory charges, for those 
areas-' they have described as urban areas as 
against the rural dwellers, because a 
restaurant in my place is not wo1ih a kiosk 
here. And maybe you collect N 14,000.00 or 
N60,000.00 from somebody who is 
managing a restaurant with 20 tables. What 
is the quality of the food ? Who are the 
people who go to eat in such a restaurant? 
So I think, in making these charges, there 
should be some discriminations so that the 
business people at the rural areas can 
survive. They do not manage the business 
with equal capital with those in the urban 
cities which this B iII properly defines. 

With this, Mr Speaker, I supp011 this Bill 
and I pray the honourable House to work 
hard and bring it in a very beautiful form so 
that everybody will feel protected. Thank 
you. 

Mr Speaker: Please, let me make · a 
request. If you are not a Member of the 
Committee that is handling this Bill, and you 
have something which you think should be 
done, please put it in writing and forward it 
to the Committee. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to contribute to the 
debate on this all -important Bill. First of all, 
when I got this Bill, something occurred to 
me. I said, to dissolve ENSEP A and 
establish Enugu State Waste Aifanagement 
Authority. Well, the most impo1iant thing is 
the content of the Bill, not even the name 
and how it is going to be implemented. 
Before I continue, I frown at the situation 
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where Bills are passed and they end up being 
urban laws, like the issue of the okada. It is 
not practised in the rural areas. It is C$!.~·Y in 
the township and up till now, nobo. :/.· has 
been convicted on that offence becat ·:: the 
people who are supposed to arre!-'.· and 
convict them are not doing the ir jobs. ~o, I 
hope that by the time we pass this bill, they 
will be able to do their job properly. · 

Let me start by saying that cleanliness is 
next.to Godliness. We can ensure that we 
have· a clean environment in our big cities 
and in the rural areas. I say this because if 
you look at our environment today, a lot of 
wastes are I ittered everywhere without 
anybody taking care of those wastes. I tis not 
like , this in other advanced countries. We 
have to ensure that a lot of our wastes are not 
made the sole job of the Authority to be 
est~blished.. It has to involve ever~r,dy, 
both those 111 the rural areas and those -\• · the 
urban areas. If we do not look at th :.: ural 
setting properly because of the rural. ,:rban 
migration, those who will migrate fro ... the 
rural areas to the urban centres wi II 
eventually create much waste, even those in 
the .urban areas have been accustomed to 
waste management. Because these things are 
utopia and they are alien to them. So I am 
sayi11g that when this Authority is 
established, they should have outposts in 
every rural area. 

Mr Speaker, when I was going through 
this Bill, when I got to Section 18(1) 1,; I was 
not' comfortable with that section. The issu~ 
of erecting houses and such like activities 
should not be part of the work qf .,this 
Authority. They will leave their p?t.:. -mry 
functions which is waste . managerr : t to 
purs ue people who have money, w· ·, ) are 
building houses. That is the implicatio •.. We 
have urban and Region Planning outlets who 
will take care of those who are building 
houses in wrong places. I think that at the 
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end of the day, it will be necessary to 
expu7ge that Section for clarity sake. 

I 
Then, like my Colleagues said, there are 

1 

Mr Speaker, I equally want to react on 
the issue of Appointment. I for one am of the 
opinion that the way it is in this Bill is 
proper because as an Authority that is under 
a Ministry, it will not be proper for 
Government to go and appoint somebody 
without recourse to the Ministry. We all 
know that in Government, appointment is 
done according to profession and tiVt~f.:;. t is 
not something that the Governor will "':kept. 
For some time now in the history ;: this 
present administration, the issue has b.' in on 
due process and I think this is one of t11em. 
The MD should report to the Commissioner, 
Commissioner to the Governor. That is the 
chain of command. If you appoint a 
Commissioner and a managing director, they 
try to break the chain. The M 0 may at times 
place himself about the Commissioner which 
is not proper. It is against the process which 
we a;·e preaching in this House. 

details of waste management that are not 
inco"rporated in this Bill. One of such is the 
issue of transp01t. In advanced countries, 
what they do is that beside your seat in 
every~ bus, they place about 10 cellophane 
bags iby your sides . Those cellophane bags 
are for waste disposal. If you eat something, 
if you drink pure water or anything, you 
open one of the bags and put it. When it is 
full, you keep it on the ground. By the time 
the bus stops the conductors wi II pack these 
things and dispose them. But down here, it is 
not done so. If somebody is ins ide the bus 
and throws waste outside, is it the person 
standing on the ground that will hold him? 
Or will you use your own vehicle to statt 
pursuing him. So by the time you enter the 
bus and the bus does not have waste paper 
facilities, either the driver the conductor, or 
the · owner, will be held responsible 
depending on how you want to operate it. I 
am still saying that most of the wastes we 
see along the streets are those thrown out 
from the buses and these buses must be 
made to have waste disposal baskets inside 
their buses. · 

I equally want to ask that in the Bill we 
should introduce waste management 
Committee in every street because it is the 
people who are in these streets that are 
creating the wastes. If we constitute the 
committees there, these people will be able 
to organize themselves. 

If it is done and the census of the 
authority in these streets is taken, it will be 
easy to know who and who are dropping 
these wastes. If we don't have them, by the 
time the Authority comes the next day the 
roads would have been closed and there is 
no other way to ask questions. 

" 
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Now let me talk about charges. Because 
of inflation, it will not be proper to have 
stated charges attached to this Bill, because 
Thirty-six Thousand Naira may be money 
today, but tomorrow it may not be ~' :~~"ley . 
Why' not say that the Authority : ;Julcl 
forward the charges to the Hou for 
approval from time to time so that wh·irever 
they are doing will be in tune with the trend 
of things at that present period . If we tix 
thirty-six thousand Naira and if in future 
inflation affects it and it is no longer 
adequate amount, it will be meaningless. So, 
if we remove this charge of thitty-six 
thousand Naira from the Bill or approve this 
one and make it as it will be changeable with 
time so that it will not be static arrangement, 
I think it will make more meaning. 

Let me talk about stafl We are going to 
have inspectors, we are going to have courts, 
etc. We have to look at the master plan. How 
prepared are we in terms of training? ~~, we 
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know the method? We really need to go in 
sea.i"th of law to go into operation and once 
we go into operation one must not perform 
funytions that one is not trained for. So, ·J 
think, while we are working on this, it is 
necessary we look at how we train to have 
the 1~ecessary manpower to do this job. 

\ ... 

The issue of some aspect of the Bill 
beir\g ambiguous has to be addressed. This 
is ti1e function of the Committee because the 
people who sent this Bill through the Leader 
might have something in mind. Like the 
issue of categorizing the Breweries, the 
Leader will have do more job on that. I will 
expect him to do proper job by way of 
feasibility study and try to engage an expert 
who will now look at it properly, criticize it 
arid come up with something that is very 
meaningful. 

I want to talk on the issue of worship 
centres. In this country today, they have not 
been charged anything. In doing this we 
have to investigate individual churches and 
find out whether they are making money or 
not. If they are charged some money it will 
create some sort of problem for us. So, let us 
look at it critically to know how to handle it. 
Thank you. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, I 
have risen to share my own feelings as 
regards the subject matter under discussion. 
Mr Speaker, I have to give my own 
justification as to why the Enugu State 
Waste Management Authority can be used 
to replace the previous Enugu State 
Environmental Protection Agency. Mr 
Speaker, the previous Edict of 1999 of 
Enugu State Environmental Protection 
Agency which was later amended into law 
before this final Bill came on board appears 
to have a lot of confusions inside it. The 
confusions stems from the fact that when 
you talk of environment you have to talk of 

·> 
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air · pollution, you have to talk of \tater 
pollution, and you have to talk of land 
po llution. This Bill at its inception appears to 
interfere with the function of Ministry of 
Lands and also the Town Planning, though 
the intention of framing the Bill as at then 
was not really so. 

They also appear to conflict with the 
Enugu State Water Board, and it is just that I 
do not think they have the technological 
know-how into air space, otherwise they 
would have been somewhere there trying to 
manage air pollution. 

... ,, 
Therefore, it is my humble wish 1 [?.~tate 

that Enugu State Waste Mana~ . ·lent 
Authority in the context for which this ·,iII is 
meant for, will serve us well. 

If you watch, Mr Speaker, in Section 7, 
there is provision for the Authority to 
establish some depa11ments and these 
departments include Solid Waste, Liquid 
Waste, Technical Services, 
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Personnel/Administration, Finance and 
Legal/Enforcement. And pa11icularly I am 
interested in (a) to (c). The Solid Waste 
appears to define situations where there . is a 
considerable or tangible waste products as in 
the case of the disposal of refuse. When you 
talk of Water-ways as the case of sea 
mariners and sear. Protection Agency yvraste 
as is obtainable in a high Mediterrane§',~;;eas 
or rather oceans where seas can apply, ···· 

Then the issue of Technical SL vices 
appears to be technical in the sense that 
managing air pollution really need technical 
approach to it. Therefore, Mr Speaker, the 
previous title of the Bill . is very, very 
omnibus and this caption as it is , appears to 
be restrictive and really out of the point. 

Mr Speaker, I have some observations to 
make in the Bill , there appears to be a lot of 

::~ 
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lacuna in this Bill. Th is is a State Bill, 
obviously meant to guide waste 
Management products in Enugu State. But 
then the problem is that I do not know 
whether the initiator of the Bill took into 
consideration that even the local 
governments have their own Bye-laws. As 
such they could as well have bye-laws 
gov~rning their environmental agency. So, 
there has to be need for the Committee 
handling the Bill to sever the functions of 
this very Bill as it relates to, if necessary, the 
bye laws that had been passed by the various 
local governments because there might be a 
situation where the Enugu State Waste 
Management Authority could fash ion out 
solutions for fund drive or rather 
environmental offences and they might be 
working in cross purposes with other local 
governments. So, it is my suggestion that the 
Committee be meant to have a defined area 
within which this very law has to operate. 

Secondly, this being an important Bill , I 
think efforts have to be made to reach out to 
the people whom these are primarily meant 
for. I can see in schedule one the huge 
expenditure, attached so as to perhaps 
generate funds for the Authority. Well , in 
my own mind, the projections of the peopie 
who sent the Bill is not commensurate with 
the economic system in this country, and in 
the first instance, it does not even encourage 
productivity. Take for instance, in Enugu 
State where there are little or even no textile 
industries, the Bill now says that the person 
is going to pay N72,000 (seventy-two 
thousand Naira) in a year. Is it discouraging 
the person from coming in or not? There 
seems to be lots of companies that are even 
existing here in Enugu State, I do not know 
where they manufactured all these names. 
So I do not think the charges are proper. 
What we should really do is to find a way 
and trim them down at least to be 
commensurate with the determining income 

/ 
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of the people who are venturing into the 
busi ness. 

I 

I need not to ta lk much on that, a~that 
• ,! . 

they have even talked about primary s':f:()>ols 
without stating clearly whether the p::.'i./n ary 
schools are private or government sc\ ools. 
But the ENSEPA themselves did not even 
include themselves as people who are 
capable of paying ENSEPA fee or Waste 
Management fees . So I think there is a 
strong lacuna on this aspect and the 
Com mittee should try and trim down 
whatever excess charges they imp01ted into 
it.. 

Then, Mr Speaker, I still have to talk on 
the issue of jurisdiction of the Collli as was 
stated in Section 31. It is my view that 
because of the red-tapesm involved in the 
administration of judicial process, it is bette r 
to assign a Magistrate who already ha;f.',tl job 
and who appears to lose nothing if h~~if!oes 
not go to work, to handle such a ~ :~<;· ious 
duty. He can do it but there is no inc ,~ ntive 

that will ce1tainJy motivate him to work On 
extra hour more especially as sanitation 
works appears to fall on Saturdays. So it is 
my suggestion that a Tribunal of coordinate 
jurisd iction with Magistrate Cowt be 
ass igned to the various designated zones 
meant for thi s very Bill so as to facilitate 
easy dispensation of justice. 

Then I still have some criticisms to make 
in Section 41 which was wrongly capti()ned 
Section 42 in the content provision. The 
content provision said Indemnity of Officers 
said Section 42 while the main Bill said 
Section 41. So, the Committee has tf~!ook 
into this because there is a kind of cor!.{??~ ion 

•. I ~ 

there. But I refer to Section 41, that i· :":page 
24 of the Bill . It says that- · ; 

The Managing Director, any officer 
or employee or agent of the 
Authorily for the time being, shall he 

~--; ·:·:':·• 

~ 
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Sect.ion appears to be slippery, because, one 
· Managing Director can come and 
concentrate on the promotion of staff, while 
others might be promoting others arb itrarily. 
So there has to be a Committee to look into 
this, or they will be confined to the Civil 
Set~ice Rule. The power here is some-how 
~ I . . 

tel r ptmg. 

Mr Speaker, I would urge you to urge the 
Committee to really look into the estimates 
projected for the people to pay. Can you 
imagine that a Watch Repairer who perhaps 
could not even get a job for a single day will 
be meant to pay N I ,200.00. There has to be 
a formular unto which this very estimate is 
to be assessed . You don't just close your 
eyes and begin to marshal out money so that 
people will pay at the end of the day. So, the 
Committee really has to look into it. For 
instance Air-line Offices, N36,000.00 And 
some of these Air-line Offices are merely 
subsidiaries; people who are working in 
Agency capacity of this type Air-line, for 
instance, you see Companies like Luftansa 
and you see something like Erute in Ogui 
Road; these are people who are struggling to 
survive, they are not supposed to pay the 
same thing. Moreover, there has to be an 
assessment flowing from the professional 
tax, not the income tax this time around, but 
the indirect tax being paid by these 
companies from which you can now assess 
what they are meant to pay as their 
environmental levy. You don't just close 
your eyes and you just mention levies. 

Finally, Mr Speaker, I have to rally 
comment on Section 28 which says that: for 
every contravention ol the provisions ol this 
Law and every omission to do any thing 
required to be done by or under this Law, or 
any regulation made there under f or which 
no penalty is provided, the offender shall he 
liable to a fine not less than N2, 000. 00 or 
imprisonmentfor a term ol3 months. Where 

the offender is a Corporation, . Company or 
firm, shall he liahle to a fine 'Of N2 0, 000. 00. 
Mr Speaker, my contention on this is that we 
we should not really give any loop-hole to 
this very Agency, or even court, and that is 
why I suggested that a Tribunal should be 
set-up; the Tribunal should be given terms of 
reference. For instance, if you as a 
Magistrate is to come and preside, the 
Magistrate is coming to preside based Qn his 
conventional practices. He might no~F~ven 
have time to look at what we have don :;~' \nd 
even if he has, there is a lot of loopt· 1o les 
through which he can easily bend the L ~ w . 
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Mr Speaker, finally, I wish to urge you to 
really give more time to the Committee, 
because this Bill does not appear so easy as 
you can see . It is my humble believe that two 
weeks is quite too short for the Committee to 
do a thorough job here because all the 
relevant stake-holders here have to be 
invited . They have to make consultations . 
Even the Ministries, and the people who sent 
the Bill have to come, perhaps, during public 
hearing or on other basi s to face the 
Committee so that we can reall y get the ir 
view. This is not s?mething yo~1 give l fire ­
bngade approach 1 n order to .1 ust p <~}? the 
Bill and enact the Law. Thank you. ·':(: ' 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North ) Mr 
Speaker, three months is O.K. 

Mr Speaker: Well, if by the next two 
weeks they couldn't finish, then we can 
extend it to two months as requested by the 
hon. Member for Awgu North (Mr Enehe) 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, I did not say two 
months. What I said was three months. 
(Laughter) 

Several hon. Members: Mr Speaker, 
three months is O.K. 

-~ 
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indemnified out of the assets of the 
Authority against any liability 
incurred by him in defending any 
proceeding, whether civil or 
criminal, in which judgement is 
given in his favour, or in which he is 
acquitted, if any such proceeding is 
brought against him in his capacity 
as the Managing Director, or 
employee or agent of the Authority. 

Mr Speaker, my contention there is that 
there is relevant laws that cover 
Masters/Servants relationship; there are laws 
that cover employment of the people 
working in the finn of these government 
agencies. But then the issue has been really 
said that it will be very very wrong for the 
Agency to indemnify the Managing Director 
in the course of doing his duties. If he 
encounters any problem in the course of 
discharging his functions, it is prima facia; 
he is not acting in his capacity, he is acting 
in the Agency's capacity, and as such 
whatever wrong or good he has done 
certainly refers to the Agency. So, in the 
case of criminal offence, for instance if for 
any reason, in the course of doing his job he 
oversteps his bound as to perpetuate a crime, 
then the Agency has no power to remove the 
shackles off him as to protect him under the 
disguise that he is working for the Agency. 
So, it is my view that this provision be 
expunged or rather be modified as to really 
incorporate the real thing because this could 
be a room for people to make frivolous 
claims on the Agency more especially 
because the law equally presumes the 
Managing Director to be a good man but a 
situation where the Managing Director is not 
a good man, what happens? That means that 
the Enugu State Waste Management 
Authority could be battling with the 
indemnification clauses all the time . 

On the issue of Appointment of 
Managing Directors, that is, Seolian· 4, on the 
recommendations ofthe Commission, !·think 
the provision appears correct in the sense 
that he is not asking the Ministry to appoint 
the Managing Director; he is merely asking 
for a recommendation . And if the Governor 
feels that the recommendation is worthy, 
then, he ca~ assent it. The_main thing tt~re is 
that the nght to appomt vests ( H'> the 
Governor. The essence of ::~i· the 
recommendation by the Ministry is to .\reate 
a kind of hierarchical arrangement · The 
Managing Director could not perhaps, 
because of his influence with Governor, 
assuage the functions of the Supervising 
Commission. Meanwhile the Ministry is 
supposed to play a Supervisory Role. And in 
dong that they sti II have to have a I ittle aid 
on the issue of appointment. Then the 
Governor can appoint even on their 
recommendation. But there is nothing in the 
B i 11 that mandates the Governor to accept 
the recommendation. Just I ike the way you 
are appointed . Your appointment is based on 
the recommendations of the Judicial Service 
Commission. It doesn ' t mean that Yr;JJ;~ are 
compelled. Therefore l think th e'./: the 
position is correct. l want to look : > 

(interruptiom) ... (Prolonged laughter -

772 

Mr Speaker, before I was interrupted, by 
the Deputy Leader, l wish to refer again to 
Section 8. Then it talks about the issue of 
Employment capacity of the Authority. It 
vests on the Authority the power to employ 
and promote staff whose remuneration are 
within grade level 0 I to 06. My question is 
that if they can recommend to the Ministry 
for people who are below grade level 06, 
then what happens to these people, perhaps, 
when they retire? Are they entitled to 
gratuity, or are they entitled to Civi I Service 
emoluments? Because these things have to 
be defined and to my own mind, thd~;wer 
vested on the Managing Director ii'·{' this 

.. 
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Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is not as 
if I am speaking on behalf of the Committee 
but I know that two weeks is not in order. 
So, it is my wish that the Committee will 
wri~e you formall y, telling you when they 
feel: that they can finish their job ... 

1\'lr Speaker: No. No. No. The 
Col'nmittee is not supposed to tell me when 
they will finish the job. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, but you 
can .not put them under pressure. 

Mr Speaker: The conventional thing is 
that, if they did not finish under two weeks, 
I will give them more time. So it is not the 
time they want, because, if you do that, they 
will go and sleep. 

Chief Whip: O.K. Mr Speaker, Sir, you 
are correct provided the time is reasonable. 
(Laughter). Thank you, Mr Speaker, and 
honestly, the Bill is quite intellectual, 
provoking, and I would honestly want my 
Colleagues to support the Bill. Thank you. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am now 
being convinced . that this Bill is an eye 
witness to this honourable House. May I 
move that further debate on this Bill be 
deferred to a later date to be determined by 
the Rules and the Business Committee of 
this honourable House. Thank you. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
second the Motion moved by the Leader of 
the House. Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Debate on the Bill accordingly dej"erred. 

y 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

lnclu~ion of ldoma Language in Enugu 
Sta te Broadcasting Service (ESBS)­

Radio/Television Programmes 

Deputy Speal{er (Mr Atigvve). Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I humbly move the 
Moti on standing in my name: 
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That this Honourable House urges the 
State Governor, His Excellency, Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani to direct the Chief 
Executive of the Enugu State Broad~~ting 

Service Radio and Television to i\c( ude 
ldoma Language in the State Rae': ' ·/TV 
Programme Services. 

Mr ryr .o. Onyeze (lgboeze No1th I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I stand to second the Motion as 
moved by the Deputy Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, please 
permit me to reintroduce this Motion No. 4 
of 2004/2005 to this honourable House. The 
Motion was not able to sail through at the 
first presentation, last Session. due to 
language problem. 

It is clear that we cannot sell ideas 
without the knowledge of the language we 
are about to discuss. That is why I saidA,J~ at it 
is because of language problem. Nows\Lan! 
us to share the ideas properly. 

Before getting to the authority o.· this 
well-intended Motion, Mr Speaker, permit 
me once again to define what the word 
language means. 

According to Longman Dictionary of 
Contemporary English. The complete guide 
to Written and Spoken English, New Edition 
(2000) defines language as a system of 
communication by written or spoken words, 
which is used by the people of a particular 

-~''' ~·~··.: 
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country or area. There are many languages­
the native language, the modern language 
and dead language. I want to stress the fact 
that ldoma language is not a dead language. 
The language is still being spoken in that 
area of this State. 

Mr Speaker, hon. Colleagues, here in 
Enugu State, we do not practise exclusion, 
we practise inclusion. We do not practise 
discrimination; we do not practice 
marginalization; and this is why I said that 
this language should be included, as what 
we practise here is inclusion. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, permit me once again to 
draw the attention of this honourable House 
to Section 39( I) of the 1999 Constitution of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, which 
states to wit: Every person shalf be entitled 
to .fi-eedom ol expression including ji-eedom 
to hold opinions and to receive and impart 
ideas and inj'ormation without interference. 

Further, may I, with due respect, refer 
you to Order No. 2, of the adopted Standing 
Orders of the Anambra State House of 
Assembly as applicable in Enugu State 
House of Assembly, which states inter alia: 
The business ol the House shall ·he 
conducted in English, hut the House may in 
addition to English conduct the business ol 
the House in Igbo or other languages 
spoken in the State as the House may hy 
resolution approve. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, these inferences as 
deduced from the above references buttress 
the point to freedom of expression which 
effective communications in a group of 
people will always provide. It is an 
established fact that ldoma language is 
distinct from the Igbo and !gala languages in 
Enugu State. This Idoma people were 
bifurcated to this part of the country in the 
year 1929. There are three major languages 
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used by these distinct group of people. The 
importance of language to the people needs 
not be over-emphasised. However, not all 
are privileged to have gone to school or 
benefited from the acculturation of the times. 

The lgbo and !gala languages have been 
accommodated in the State ESBS/Radio 
programme. The programme schedul r,;;:~ are 
as follows: 1).\' 

(i) lgbo programme - start: i;(5.30 
p.m . and ends about II p.n , 

(ii ) !gala programme - 11.30 a.m. 
and ends at I 1.55 a.m. and 4.30 
p.m. and ends at 4.55 p.m. 

The Idoma programme is the only 
yearning gap which the people are desirous 
to be scheduled in the State Radio/TV . The 
benef its to the people outweigh whatsoever 
envisaged cost. The freedom of the people of 
ldoma to express their opinions, culture, and 
eli cit information from the Government will 
be an improved facilitator to the people ' s 
cultural developnient. 

{f.!/f 
Mr Speaker, Sir, and my hon. Collt :{; ~1es , 

invite your good conscience ' and 
understanding to this sincere request .:f the 
people of ldoma whom l represent, anc l.irge 
you to resolve as follows : 

I. To convey a Resolution of the 
Enugu State House of Assembly 
to His Excellency Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani the Governor of Enugu 
State, drawing his attention to the 
need of including ldoma 
language in the State Radio/TV 
programme, in line with the other 
languages- lgbo and !gala. 

2. That the Chief Executive of the 
Enugu State Broadcasting 
Service and Televisio';<<~'" be 
directed to adjust its ~Y\cal 

·: .. 

~' 
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they will maintain a good relationship with 
the government and people of Enugu State. 
Mr Speaker, on this note I want to urge our 
11on. Colleagues to consider our plight and 
o~1r problem. We are representing the people 
who do not speak the same language with us 
and they need to be communicated too. I 
liope that our Motion will be considered. 
Thank you, Sir. 

Mr Speal<er: Please hon . Members this 
particular Motion came to the House 
sometime ago and it was turned down. I am 
appealing that almost all of us here spoke 
during the first presentation of this Motion. I 
do not want lots of argument on this Motion. 
It is just for us to say few things and ask that 
the Question be now put. 

Mr C.O. Enebe: (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to contribute to 
this Motion as moved by the Deputy 
Speaker and the Co-sponsor the hon. 
Member for lgboeze N01ih I (Mr Onyeze). I 
am supp01ting the Motion for one thing: the 
case of Bakasi is very fresh in my minds. It 
will be better for us to get this people settled 
in Enugu State properly than for them to 
take the people of lgbo origin to settle in 
another State. If tomorrow there is a 
boundary dispute, once they say they are 
from Enugu State that settles it. This is what 
we call self determination. We cannot settle 
boundary disputes between the people of 
Enugu, Benue, and Kogi without asking the 
people where they belong in the first 
instance. However, I am constrained to ask 
some pe1tinent questions as regards the 
activities of ESBS, whether they have the 
manpower and trained hands to get into this 
business or are they going to handle it based 
on consultancy or by employing people on 
ad-hoc arrangement so as to, at least, let the 
ldoma people know about government 
activities and programmes. This is left to the 
ESBS to take care of. 

.1 

Another thing is for the House to equally 
realize that this Motion is a mere prayer; it 
has no force of law. We have to follow what 
I said in the earlier matter when the House 
was debating on the issue of due process. I 
believe that we will be doing the best thing 
by urging the Commissioner for Information 
or the Ministry of Information whei·e the 
ESBS falls under. This matter has noth.ing to 
do with the Governor because iJ' the 
governor directs them, and for one re.,u§;._~n or 
the other, the ESBS fails to comply, ~~'~:~lple 
might see it as that the ESBS has fa ~(%; d to 
comply or obey the directives of the .· :ouse. 
The Governor should be left with ;'; igher 
responsibilities. We should deal with the 
Commissioner for Information and if there is 
a problem at that level then the Governor 
w ill use executive fiat to give instructions. 
As a way of letting the Governor know what 
the House is doing on the Motion, we are 
going to send pa1i of the information to him. 
In line with the convention, we should only 
urge the Ministry in charge of ESBS. So it is 
a fundamental amendment and I just hope 
that the House will accommodate it. It is 
proper to deal with the appropriate authority. 
If we talk of the Govemor it will appear 
political. What we are now saying is not an 
. f 1·. I . .<~ I 1ssue o po 1t1cs, w 1at we are say111g ~if:\ t 1at 
the people of Idoma should know v:/~:~t is 
happening. 

So, the Ministry of Information should 
actually be our target. They will now urge 
the Managing Director of ESBS to do the 

.job. The Governor should not be included in 
the theme. If the House shares the same view 
with me, I beg to move for the amendment 
of the title of the Motion to read: That the 
House urges the State Ministry of' 
Information to direct the ESBS to inculcate 
Jdoma Language in her programmes no 
matter how little it is. We cannot write to the 
Governor direct since there is a supervising 

777 
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programme to accommodate 
Idoma speaking people in social 
education and information 
programmes. 

3. That the Government of Enugu 
State is urged to ensure 
com pi iance. 

·· '\· Be it moved and is hereby moved. Thank 
t· .• l l ' 

you . 

Mr M.O. Onyeze (lgboeze North 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to throw more 
light to the Motion which my brother, the 
Deputy Speaker, is re-presenting to the 
House for consideration. 

· When the Motion was brought to the 
other session of the House, I tried to 
convince the hon. Members that the Idoma 
people are distinct people who have their 
own language, but are people of Enugu 
State. 

After the Igbo, !gala, you have Idoma 
people; they occupy some area in lgboeze 
North; . they have a Local Government 
Headquarters; they are part and parcel of us . 
They have a current Chairman appointed 
from that ethnic group . I also pointed out 
that the government of Enugu State under 
the able leadership of His Excellency, Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani, has given a lot of 
things - projects and amenities - to the 
people of ldoma and !gala. Some other 
things are UBE school, and special Science 
School. One of them is sited in Eteh and it 
has taken off already. They have electricity; 
they have a General Hospital but what they 
had in the past was a Maternity. They have 
steady supply of electricity. Unfo1tunately, 
the people of Eteh do not even know who 
gave them all these amenities because they 
do not understand Eng! ish and they do not 
understand lgbo. If you give somebody 

./ 

'.ll' 

something, another person can come to 
claim it. Somebody can come to sal that 
these things came from the Federal 
Government and that these things cameJrom 
ou r brother in Abuja or Kaduna. So tW;"t.e is 
need for us to communicate effectiveh')->Nith 
our brothers and sisters who are not Sj:- ··;king 
the same language with us . They are ,. 1rt of 
us because the Constitution has put them as 
part of Enugu State. 
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Also in very recent times, they have been 
clamouring to join their kith and kin iri either 
Kogi State, or Benue State where actually a 
lot of people speak ldoma. In this place 
Idoma does not mean much to us because we 
are Igbos. If you go to Benue State it is the 
second largest language after Tiv. Because 
of the type of sentiments we express 
whenever they mention Idoma people, we 
feel very cold in mixing with the Igbo race . 
So, thi s honourable House will be doing a 
great work, a great service to the pec~~\t;! of 
ldoma if they accommodate their lar:iYi:tge, 
or urge the Executive to direct the . ..:hief 
Executive of ESBS to accommodat~· their 
own language no matter how little, in the 
ESBS programmes. We are begging, we are 
not presenting a Bill, we are begging the 
hon . Members because it is affecting us. The 
lgbo people say ehe nwata na ebe akwa na 
alu aka nne ya anoro niya nnaya anoro ya. 

The integrity of the Deputy Speaker (Mr 
Atigvve) who is representing this people 
should be considered because he is 
representing them and they do not know 
what the government is doing for them. 

It takes him a lot of energy and resources 
to go house to house to explain this to f~~~m­
that th is school here is built by Enug··}~~!,tate 
Government; this electricity is provi ;: ,·:; ·~l by 
Enugu State Government; this hos~tal is 
built by Enugu State. But if there is air-space 
for them even if it is ten minutes in a clay, 
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Ministry that is charged with the control of 
ESBS. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move that we 
suspend Order No. 25 of the House to 
enable me move for the said amendment. 

Mr J.U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I second the Motion as 
moved by the hon. Member for Awgu Not1h 
(Mr Enebe) and in doing so may I also move 
a Motion for the suspension of Rule No. 25 
to enable me move for an amendment. 
(interruptions) . 

Mr Speal<er: The hon. Member for 
Enugu Not1h (Mr Onoh) should sit down. 

Mr J.U. Onoh: Mr Speaker, it is my 
opinion because there is freedom of speech. 

Mr Speal<er: The hon . Member for 
Enugu North (Mr Onoh) should please sit 
down. He has just seconded a Motion and 
nothing has been done and he wants to move 
another Motion. 

Question put and ugreed. Ia. 

Rule No. 25 accordingly suspended 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu NOI1h): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, Sir. In line with the 
Question which has been carried, may I 
move for an amendment of the Motion as 
follows: 

That the Enugu State House of 
Assembly of Nigeria urges the 
Executive to direct the MID ofESBS 
to include ldomo Language in her 
programmes. The same thing is 
applicable to prayer one to expunge 
the words His Excellency, the 
Governor, Chimuroke Nnamani and 
insert the Executive. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu Not1h): Mr 
Speaker, having done justice to this 
amendment, may I now move that the 
Question be put. 

Question, That the Question be put, put 
and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do resc . ve to 
convey a resolution of the Enugu State 
House of Assembly to the Executive of 
Enugu State, drawing his attention to the 
need of including Idoma language in the 
state Radio/TV programmes in line with the 
other languages- Igbo and !gala. 

2. That the Chief Executive of the 
Enugu State Broadcasting Service and 
Television be directed to adjust its local 
programmes to accommodate Idoma 
speaking people in social, education and 
information prognimmes. 

·.f./ '. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: Please, I have a letter from 
the Secretary, Board of Trustee, Prof. Jerry 
Gana. I read; 

PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
(PDP) POWER TO THE PEOPLE 

Motto: Just ice, Unity and Progress 
Plot 125M-tel Street, Wuse II 

PMB 5062, Wuse-Abuja 09-05239872-3 

June 21, 2004 

The Honourahle Speaker, 
Enugu State House ojAssembly, 
Enugu. 

Hon. Speaker, 

RE: ZONAL TOUR BY THE NATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP OF PEOPLES 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

F j I f . 2'"1 A . . 4'11 ~ • uri ·1er to our .eller o pnl, ' JvJOY 

and 1 1'11 May 2004, I have the honour to 
inform you that the Team for the tour to the 
South-East Zone has now been expanded to 
include memhers of the Notional Working 
Commillee and Boord o{ Trustees ()/' our 
greal party. 

2. The dote assigned for the South 
East Zone is osfollows; 
A rrivol: Friday 2'"1 July 2004 
I · C' . C' d ~rd nterac ftve ,)esswn; ,)a/ur ay .J 

.July, 2 004 
Venue: Enugu, Enugu State. 

3. The J7711pose o{ this feller is to 
remind fum. Speaker ()/' this 
crucial meeting, draw your kind 
uftenfion to the new date and 
request you to very kindly invite 
all PDP Honourable Members of 

. the House to the meeting 
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4. We look very much forward to 
your distinguished presence. 

Very Sincerely, 
Signed. 
Prof Jerry Gano, 
Secretary Boord o(Trustee.~~s~·: 

~. ~ 

Please, I am making an appeal. ', )ther 
states are coming here, so those of yo . who 
are fond of traveling everyday, please do not 
travel. We are meeting with them on Friday 
and Saturday. 

Please, all of us should be around. 

NAWOJ Visit 

The Nigerian Association of Women 
Journalists (NA WOJ) will visit the ·House 
Committee on Women Affairs, and Social 
Development today, 29 111 June 2004 by 12 
noon prompt at the Chairman's office room 
012. ·A II Members of the Committee should 
please endeavour to attend. ·:y~ 

·.:;;· 

Inauguration 

The House Committee on Local 
Government, Rural Development, Inter­
parliamentary and State INEC will be 
inaugurated on Friday, 2"d July, 2004, Time 
II a. m. at Room II 0, the Chairman's Office . 

Meeting 

Members of the House Committee on 
Environmental Management and Judiciary, 
Ethics and Privileges will be having a 
meeting as follows: Date: 30' 11 June, 2004, at 
the Chairman's Office Room 214, by I p.m. 

Youth Parliament r~j~~· 
. ..: ~.:~;r 

Honourable Colleagues, l wi :.:·, to 
formerly welcome the Members 'Y .1uths 

.., 
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Parliament today. l we lcome them on behalf 
of the hon. Members of this Assembly. l do 
hope that whatever they learnt today is 
going to be of interest to them. They have 
the ri ght, any time, any clay, to come and 
witness our proceedings. 

Please, you are welcome. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: M r Speaker, may l now move 
that this honourab le House do now adjourn 
till Thursday 1' 1 .July, 2004 at 10 a.m. Thank 
you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. l ri se to second the Motion 
as moved by the hon. Leader of the House. 

Submission of Memorandum 

Chief Whip (Mr Odoh) · Mr Speaker, in 
supporting the Motion for adjournment, l 
w ish to urge all our Colleagues to submit 
their memorandum in view of the Standing 
Order of the House which the Committee 
drafted. The Committee is likely to report 
out in less than three week 's or one month 's 
period and it is unfortunate that we have not 
really rece ived any memorandum or 
memoranda from any Member. So, l urge 
the Committee to rea lly go through the new 
Rules and then submit their memorandum. 
Thank you. 

-~· 780 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House do 
now adjourn till Thursday I sr July, 2004 at 
10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.14 p.m. 

,:>· 

-:~;~ 
;M· 
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that there is nothing wrong for this House 
going ahead as the Committee that had 
looked into it, on the ground that what the 
just amended or approved schedule or section 
talked about is that the Commissionermay, it 
is not that he must, it is a probability. And 
move-over, if a fine is N I 0 (ten Naira) and a 
Commissioner decides that it should be 
NIO,OOO (ten thousand Naira), the general 
public knows that the House had approved 
N 10 and all we need to do is to publicize 
what we have approved. then if the 
Commissioner on his own now tries to 
punish the people of Enugu State, the people 
will know that it is the Commissioner and not 
the House. I am trying to explain that since 
we have passed up to this stage let us go 
.ahead and do what our conscience has told us 
to do earlier. So, at the end of the day, when 
the Bill is passed the people 
(Interruptions). 

Several hon. Members: Omaro-ebe­
ono? 

The Chairman : Order! Omara-ebe-ono! 
It is ·not true. He knows what he is talking 
about. You people should stop talking this 
type of thing. I do not like that kind of 
statement. 

M r Njeze: I know, whatever is done 
history wi II ever remember those who put us 
in decision-making. History will forgive us 
even if we took wrong decision but history 
will never forgive us if we fail to take any 
decision at all. And since we have come to 
this Section even if we do not take any 
decision at all and say leave it for God and let 
us go ahead and follow our constitutional 
duties and complete it, and pass the Bill 
because our people need it; we know we need 
it. So, that is what I am saying, I am not 
talking about what has gone, I am talking 
about the future. Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

;/ 

881 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
at times, I feel very very comfortable when 
there is this kind of development. 
Comfortable in the sense that we are 
practicing democracy here. If I want to 
supp01t an issue, I don't want to base it on 
sentiments. I support something based on 
principle. And, like I said when we met 
yesterday; or there about, we expunged; or 
we had to delete that place. And this morning 
we talk about recommittal and 1 still believe 
that if it is a popular opinion of Members of 
this honourable House, then we delete it as 
we did earlier. That is, we can still go ahead 
and delete it. So I will go ahead now and put 
the Question again. (Interruptions). 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, Sir, the issue 
is not about putting Question, or not putting 
it. The issue is about explaining the pros and 
cons in the two issues. This other one said 
that the Commissioner has powers to amend 
the rules. Then, this one said that the House 
of Assembly has the right to perform this 
statutory function as obtains here. And what I 
a1n now saying is that if the Commissioner 
has powers to amend the Bill, then it is 
needless even debating on whether or not the 
fees are to be reduced or refused. Because, 
for instance, you now make a Law by 
reducing the fees to NS.OO and you are giving 
the Commissioners power to amend. He can 
now increase it to N 1 0.00. If we now say 
N 100, the Commissioner can bring it down to 
NS. I mean there is two sharp distinctions. So 
it is not something about putting Question or 
not putting Question . .. . 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, you 
wi II recall that on the 151 day of the 
Commencement of the consideration of the 
Committee Rep01t, we had arrived at some 
other sections which we even had to revise, 
and which vote was conducted. But we did 
not go ahead to do committal again . It is the 

~ 
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The Chairman: Excuse me! This issue 
was raised up, the hon. Member for Igboetiti 
East (Mr Odo) was the only person who said 
that the issue was very, very dull and he 
come back here and raised the issue again .... 
(Interruptions). 

An hon. Member: Adjustment and 
amendment are the same. 

Deputy Leader: They are not the same. 
Mr Chairman, let us go on. 

Several hon. Members: They are the 
Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, l want same. 

you to understand . .. (Interruptions) 

The Chairman: The hon. Deputy Leader 
should get seated. I do not want to 
understand anyth ing, you people said that ... 
(Interruptions). 

Deputy Leader: You even opposed it. 

. The Chairman: You said what? 

Deputy Leader: You said that it is wrong 
if we accept it, you as a Leader and now you 
are saying that I do not like it, .. . 
(Interruptions). 

The Chairman: Excuse me. When we 
met yesterday, along the line, there was a 
time there was a kind of di sagreement. I said 
that this is an Executive Bill, that the Leader 
of the House will go back and do some 
consultations and repo11 back to the House. 
So, in respect of that, the Leader also 
discovered that even Sub-section 19(3) which 
is in this Bill that what should be there was 
not there. And now he rep011ed back. I 
remember that I said vividly that if a Bill is 
on the Floor of this House and after passage 
of the Bill and there is a need for amendment 
that the amendment should come to the 
House, I said that. Now you just said that an 
adjustment could be made by the 
Commissioner . .. (Interrup tions). 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, I said 
adjustment and not amendment. It is just to 
adjust and not to amend. 

" 880 

The Chairman: No! No! Let us continue. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi Not1h) : Mr Chairman, 
want to talk about this First Schedule and 

appeal to the hon. Members that we should 
consider it as ... (Interruptions). 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): 
Information' Mr Chairman, my information is 
that there is no need for the hon. Member for 
Udi North (Mr Njeze) to appeal to us. The 
Motion on this had been moved and it was 
fully seconded, Mr Chairman, you should put 
the Question so that we should go on. What 
are we doing? So, we should go on and 
announce the result. 

The Chairman: Please, I believe in a 
popular view, if what the hon . Member for 
Udi N011h (Mr Njeze) said is going to help us . 
there is nothing wrong in expressing his view. 

Mr Ugwu: Except the Leader or the 
Mover of the Motion ... . (Interruptions) 

The Chairman: No! No! May be from 
what he said or if it is a popular view that that 
Section should remain as we passed it before 
we can stil l go ahead and not minding the 
question put and agreed to. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Chairman, I will continue, 
I have observed his information. And what I 
am really talking is not about the one that had 
passed, I am talking about the next stage 
whi ch you mentioned in schedule I and to say 
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Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, may I move 
for the recommittal of Section I 9(3) of the 
original Bill for further consideration by this 
honourable House. Thank you. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi NOiih): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, may I second that Motion for a 
recommital of Section I 9(3) that is asking 
that the authority may refer for approval of 
the Commissioner to amend the Bill relating 
to Schedule one to four before consideration 
in the Committee ofthe Whole House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, is the 
Commissioner going to amend the entire 
Bill? 

The Chairman: No! They are not going 
to amend the law, but the fees. So, if there is 
any discrepancy, they can adjust either 
upwards or downwards. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, may you 
allow me one minute to say something on it. 

The Chairman: Sorry' I cannot allow 
even a second, because we discussed these 
things in my office few minutes ago and 
agreed that we are going to allow the 
Commissioner to amend the fees. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Leader: Mr Chairman, the Motion for the 
recommital of the said Section 19(3) became 
necessary because in the amendment, as 
recommended by the Committee ... 

The Chairman: Order! The Leader may 
move that the recommital having been 
accepted, that it becomes pati of the . B iII we 
are making. 

·' 

Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, may I move 
that the recommital of Section I 9(3), having 
been accepted by this honourable House, 
becomes pati of the original Bill. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

The Chairman: Yesterday, we stopped at 
Schedule I where we have Commercial 
Categories . . . (Interruptions). 

Mr E. Odo (Igboetiti East): Obset'vation! 
The issue is on the clause we have just 
amended .... (Interruptions) . 

The Chairman: Can the hon. Member for 
Igboetiti East (Mr Odo) sit down because we 
have passed that place and I am not going to 
entetiain anything on that Section 19 again. 

Mr Odo: I am talking of Schedule. So on 
the issue of Schedule, what I am just saying is 
that I think the best thing is to read as the way 
we read the original Bill because there is no 
point even in amending the Schedule when 
after amending, the Commissioner can even 
change. So, there is no need, Mr Chairman, 
allow it to remain ... . (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: I am surprised this thing 
we discussed in my office and agreed and the 
hon. Member for Igboetiti East (Mr Odo) was 
the only person who refused and has raised it 
here again. The hon. Deputy Leader (Mr 
Anikvve) raised this thing and said that he was 
not happy with the information because 
yesterday some of these things we asked the 
Leader of the House to go and make more 
clarification on this and he went and got the 
clarification and came back and reported 
same to the House ... . (Interruptions). 

879 

Deputy Leader: No, Mr Chairman. 
(Interruptions). 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 29'" July, 2004 

The House met ar 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 16, of 
Tuesday 27th July, 2004 are before the 
House. I have gone through them and found 
them to be correct. However, l welcome your 
comments. 

Note that the Votes and Proceedings of 
Wednesday 28th July, 2004 sitting is not 
ready, what we have here is that of Tuesday 
27th. By our next sitting the Votes and 
Proceedings of Wednesday shall be ready. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo). Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
wish to observe that in page 5 of the Votes 
and Proceedings where l made · an 
amendment, that is, under new sub-clause 
12(4) of the Bill, which reads: Amendment 
proposed- to insert a new sub-clause 12(4) 
-To read: Where the tenement is a private or 
Government hospital, there shall be an 
incinerator for the destruction of all 
chemical and hazardous waste. The word 
chemical should read chemicals. 

In view of that, I wish to move that the 
correction having been taken care of, that the 
Votes and Proceedings of our Tuesday sitting 
be adopted . 

. / 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe).· Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second that Motion 
moved for the adoption of the Votes and 
Proceedings. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 27'" 
July, 2004 accordingly adopted 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

Consideration of Report from Joint 
Committees on Petroleum Resources 
and Environmental Management and 
Judiciary, Public Petitions, Ethics and 
Privileges on the Enugu State Waste 
Management Authority Bill, No. 8, 
2004. 

(Adjourned debate on Question 27th 
July, 2004) 

Leader (Mr Anichzikwu): Mr Speaker, 
may l move that this honourable House do 
now resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House for the purpose of considering 
the Rep01i from the Joint Committees along 
with the original Bill. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, l have risen to second that Motion. 

878 

Question put and agreed to. 

Repoii from Joint Committees on 
Petroleum Resources and 
Environmental Management and 
Judiciary, Public Petitions, Ethics and 
Privileges on the Enugu State Waste 
Management Authority, Bill No. · 8, 
2004 

Considered in the Committee ofthe Whole 
House . 
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it We cannot now try to chase them out That 
is why I said that the Committee's 
recommendation be reduced by half That is a 
Motion moved and seconded already on the 
Floor of the House. Thank you . 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
l am aware that there was a Motion on ·the 
Floor and duly seconded, but I wish to appeal 
for something. If you would not mind, I 
request that since the thing is almost coming 
to an end, and these areas appear to be posing 
some problems, if it is the opinion of the 
House, I wish to request that we step down 
further consideration of this Report along 
with the original Bill to enable the Leader 
(Mr Anichubvu) do some consultations this 

. afternoon. 

Since it is just about 2 or 3 pages to the 
end, we will do it first thing tomorrow 
morning. Is it O.k.? 

Several hon. Members: Yes. Carry on. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Leader (Mr Anichuk111u): Mr Speaker Sir, 
may I move that flllther deliberations on the 
Bill before the House be deferred till 
tomorrow. This will enable the Leader to do 
some consultations on the issues at stake. 
Thank you, Sir. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anibve): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I stand to second the Motion as 
moved by the Leader of the House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

./ 

ANNOUNCEMENT I 

Meetings 

Mr Speal<er: There will be a meeting of 
House Committee on Commerce.and Industry 
as follows: Date: Friday 30th July, 2004 at I 0 
a.m., Room 09, Chairman's Office. All 
Members are hereby requested to attend and 

. on time too for issues of impottance will be 
discussed. Signed: Hon. Emma Maduabu, 
Chairman. 

878 

Please hon. Colleagues we should meet in 
my office on the rising of the House for some 
brief discussions. Thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. May 
I move that this Honourable House do now 
adjourn till Thursday 29th July, 2004, at 10 
a.m. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. I have risen to second the 
Motion for adjournment as moved by the 
Leader of the House (Mr Anichukwu) 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House do 
now adjourn till Thursday 29th July 2004, at 
!Oa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.32 p.m. 
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~ Because I still wonder how they will Deputy Leader: They even pay property 
rate. I am aware. operate when they are handicapped . By your 

suggestion, you are saying one-quarter (1 /4) 
of what is contained in the original bill. I 
want us to understand that half of what is 
contained in the original bill should not be 
considered as too much for the Authority to 
operate. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): I stand to 
second the Motion moved by the Deputy 
Leader (Mr Anikvve) . 

The Chairman: I have not even 
·recognized the hon . Member for Uzo Uwani. 
So you just sit down. 

Mr 0. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South II): 
Mr Chairman, I am standing to second the 
Motion as moved by the Deputy Leader (Mr 
Anikwe). 

The Chairman : Please, at times, I do not 
like talking because if I talk, it appears that I 
have specific interest on the issue. Some of 
these things are what we could have 
discussed and eve1ybody will understand 
why this thing is going this way. 

Now, how can the Deputy Leader · say 
now that we should reduce the Committee's 
recommendation by half and he mentioned 
restaurants. I agreed with him. He did not 
mention places like banks and factories that 
charge a lot of money. The interest rate in a 
bank is 22112% and he wants to cut down 
their own charges to almost nothing. Please I 
do not like playing sentiments in whatever I 
am doing. He made mention of restaurants 
but it did not occour to him to talk about 
bigger organisations like EMENITE, NBL. , 
ANAMMCO, etc. 

The Chairman: Please that is not our 
business here. Whether they pay property rate 
or not, Jet us not talk about that one. We are 
all mature. Let us be more reasonable on 
these things. Let us be serious about these 
things. 

There is no way the Deputy Leader can 
just stand up and say that all these things 
should be reduced by half and this is an 
Executive Bill. In as much as we have to save 
our own neck, we should be reasonable for 
them to have given us these things, they must 
have something in mind about what they 
want before given us these things. 

877 

The Committee did a good job by 
reducing these charges and if the House says 
they want to reduce it by half again, well, if it 
is the wish ofthe House, fine and good. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, Jet me put 
it this way. Having noted the explanation you 
have now given, we can now go ahead and 
have these notable companies, even if we are 
not going to reduce their own by half, we will 
sti I I go ahead and reduce it because, double 
taxation is what we are trying to avoid. Most 
of them pay this prope1ty rate, at high level 
and you will understand that before the 
commencement of this present administration 
in I 999, we did not have more than two 
commercial banks in Enugu, but just watch 
the number of commercial banks already 
operating in Enugu. We do not have to chase 
them out now. 

It is due to the good managerial ability of 
His Excellency that attracted all these 
companies. If you look at NBL, it is the 
singular ability of the Governor that attracted 
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for Urban cities only - as amended, ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

Schedule l(a) (Large detached Duplex)­
Delete N9,600.00 and inse1t N4,800.00 thus: 
N4,800.00 per annum- as amended, ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

Schedule l(b) (Small detached duplex)­
Delete NB, 400.00 and insert N4,200. 00 thus: 
N4,200. 00 per annum -as amended, ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

Schedule J(c) (Semi detached duplex) -
Delete N6,200.00 and insert N3,000.00 thus: 
N3, 000. 00 per annum - as amended, ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

Schedule I (d) (Detached bungalow) -
Delete N6,000.00 and inse1t N3,000.00 per 
annum - as amended, ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 

Schedule I (e) (Semi detached bungalow) 
- Delete N4,800.00 and insert N2,400.00 
thus: N2,400.00 per annum - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Schedule 1 (f) (3 oedroom flat) - Delete 
N3,600.00 and inse1t NI,800.00 thus: 
NJ,800.00 per annum- as amended, ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

Schedule 1 (h) (one bedroom flat)- Delete 
NJ,800.00 and inse1i N900.00 thus : N900.00 
per annum -as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

Schedule I (i) (one room) - Delete 
N1,200.00 and inse1i N600.00 thus: N600.00 
per annum - as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

·"' 

Deputy Leader: (Mr Anikwe).· 
Observation; Mr Chairman, I believe that it 
will be more appropriate now that we are 
treating this Bill schedule by schedule to treat 
it once and in doing so, I have a Motion. The 
Motion is that this honourable House do 
adopt now that we have agreed to treat it at 
once under this schedule, that the 
committee's recommendation be further 
reduced by half 

876 

The Chairman: Why? 

Deputy Leader: I have a reason for it. We 
understand what we are going through today. 
Most people who are involved in this bee 
parlour business are indigenes of Enugu 
State, coupled with economic hardship we are 
going through. 

I stand to move a Motion, that we now 
accept this Motion, which is that the 
committee's recommendation be reduced by 
half, for all these schedules. Thank you, Mr 
Chairman. 

Leader (Mr Anichukwllj: Information; 
(Interruptions). 

The Chairman: He wants to g1ve 
information before you second that Motion. 
That information will help us. 

Leader: I know that whatever the hon. 
Members have agreed on this bill will stand, 
but I want us to be guided by a number of 
factors. This Enugu State Waste Management 
Authority Bill issue has changed from 
Agency to Authority and l believe that if you 
have given authority to somebody, you have 
to give him opportunity to discharge that 
authority. 
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Clause 36 - (SERVICE OF NOTICE TO 
PARTIES) -, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 37(1)(a-b) - (LIMITATION OF 
SUITS AGAINST THE AUTHORITY) -
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Section 37(2)-

The Chairman: There are amendments­
Section 37(2) - In line four, after of delete 
one month and insert seven days thus: No suit 
shall be commenced against the Authority, 
the managing Director or any officer or 
employee of the Authority before the 
expiration of a period of seven days after 
written notice of intention to commence the 
suit has been served upon the Authority by 
the intending plaintiff or his agent. 

Clause 37(2) - as amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 37(3) - ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Clause 38-39 - ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Clause 40(1) - (RESTRICTION ON 
EXECUTIVE AGAINST PROPERTY OF 
THE AUTHORITY)-

The Chairman: There are amendment­
In clause 40 delete sub-section one and sub­
section two becomes sub-section 40. 

Clause 40- as amended. ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

Clause 41 - (INDEMNITY OF 
OFFICERS) - ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

.Y 
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Clause 42 - (REGULATIONS AND 
GUIDELINES)- ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 43 - (REPEAL 1999 NO. 4) -
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

SCHEDULE I (A) (WASTE 
MANAGEMENT FEES) 

l(B)- (RESIDENTIAL CATEGORY) 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
please let us look at that schedule 1 (b) 
Residential Category and of course we have 
here, Waste Management Fees. They said 
Large Detached Duplex, small Detached 
Duplex, Semi Detached Duplex, Detached 
Bungalow, Semi Detached Bungalow, 3 
bedroom flat and above, 2 bedroom flat and 
one bedroom flat and one room. 

An hon . Member: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
there is no 2-bedroom flat in that schedule. 

The Chairman: What I am saying is that 
there is a place you say one bedroom. I am 
only asking whether we can put one bedroom 
and above. 

Mr Obidinma (Oji River): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, if we say one-bedroom and above it will 
change the whole system and nothing will 
take 2-bedroom and Semi-Detached 
Bungalow. So let us leave it as it is. 

SCHEDULE 1 (A) (WASTE 
MANAGEMENT FEES)-

(B)- Res idential category-

The Chairman: There is an amendment 
here: After residential category, insert for 
Urban Cities only. Thus: residential category 
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g1vmg notice. It seemed that they collected 
the children as collateral. The staff should be 
limited to the working hours of the civil 
service. Notice could be given during 
working hours. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
what do we do? 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Chairman Sir, 
the ideas of the Deputy Leader of the House 
(Mr Anikwe) is a problem. We understand 
that there is provisions for the establishment 
of Environmental Cowts. I know that 
Environmental Cowts can issue warrants of 
arrests within these hours. If restricted, the 
cou1t process cannot be what it is meant to 
be. Environmental Courts will take the 
position of ordinary conventional cou1ts. 

The Chairman: O.k. 

Clause 27 (OFFENCE RELATING TO 
THE STAFF OF THE AUTHORITY, ETC) 
- as amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 27(1)(b) (OFFENCES 
RELATING TO STAFF OF THE 
AUTHORITY, ETC)-

The Chairman: There are amendments­
Delete 27(l)(b) 

Clause 27(1)(b)- accordingly deleted 

The Chairman: There are amendments­
clause 27(2)- In line eight delete Nl 0, 000.00 
and inse1t N5,000.00 thus: any person who 
assaults or manhandles any member of staff 
of the Authority in the course of his duties, or 
obstructs, misleads or does anything likely to 
obstruct such member of staff or person from 
carrying into effect any of the provisions of 

./ 

this law is guilty of an offence and liable on 
conviction to a fine of N5, 000.00 or 
imprisonment for a term of one year or both 
such fine and imprisonment. 

Clause 27(1)(b)- as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 27(3 -4) - ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Clause 28(1)- (GENERAL PENAL TIES) 
- ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 28(2)- (GENERAL PENAL TIES) 

The Chairman: There are amendments -
In line one after a delete corporation, 

·company, or firm, and insert public liability 
company, thus: where the offender is a public 
liability company, it shall be a fine of 
N20,000.00 

After clause 28(2) add no 3 thus: where 
the offender is a private liability company, it 
shall be liable to a fine of not less than 
N5,000.00. 
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Clause 28(2) -(GENERAL PENAL TIES) 
- as amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 29 - (PROSECUTION NOT TO 
OPERATE AS A BAR TO CIVIL ACTION) 
-ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 30 - (ESTABLISHMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
COURT)- ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 31 -35 - ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 
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Clause 21 93)(c)-

The Chairman: The amendment is that 
we delete Agency and insert Authority, thus; 
people exempted by the Authority. 

Clause 21 (3) (c)- as amended, ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 22 (1 -2)- (SANITATION DAYS) 
- ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 23 - (SANITATION 
ACTJYlTIES)- ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 24 (iii) - (RESTRICTION OF 
MOVEMENT ON SANITATION DAYS) 

The Chairman: The amendment is that 
the clause should be deleted. 

Amendment, put and agreed to. 

Clause 24(iii) accordingly deleted 

Clause 25: 
PARTICIPATE IN 
EXERCISE)-

~ffUML ro 
THE CLEAN-UP 

Clause (i) - ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 25 (2) 

The Chairman: There is an amendment. 
In line 5 after of delete N5000 and insert 
N2 000. 

Clause 25 (2) - as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 26:- (ANCILLARY OFFENCES) 
-ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

" 

Clause 27 (OFFENCES RELATING TO 
STAFF OF THE AUTHORITY, ETC)-

The Chairman: There is amendment in 
27. Let us look at it. It said: Dele\e 1 (a) and 
in line eight after notices, delete arresting 
offenders, seizing of any goods, items or 
vehicles, confiscating, auctioning, abating 
any nuisance. 
' 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Mr 
Chairman, Sir, we are talking of the powers 
given to the staff. For a staff to have powers 
as spelt out in the operations of their duties 
afte r four o ' clock, up till 6 p.m. there is room 
for possible abuses . Somebody may after 
dismissal from duties or at the end of the day 
decide to still go on till the hours of 6 p.m. to 
arrest people. My opinion is not to extend the 
time to 6 p.m. We will leave the working 
hours as is obtainable in the State Civil 
Service. 

873 

The Chairman: I have my reasons to 
support the time. The staff of the Authority 
might come to ones house by thi·ee or four 
and you are not there. The only time the staff 
will be convinced that you are in the house 
could be between the hours of 6 p.m. and 6 
a.m. It is just like if the Bailiff wants to eject 
a tenant from a House, they will come before 
6 a.m. in the morning when they are sure you 
will be in the house. They will try to avoid 
where somebody will say that he was not in 
the house at the time the notice was served. 

Mr J .C. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, if he is only there to give 
notice. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, if it is 
to give notice, it is okay; but if it is to arrest it 
is not proper because recently at Abakpa 
Nike they took two children away instead of 
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and we are aware that it is our duty to amend. 
I mean it is not in dispute, .. . (Interruptions) . 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I think any amendment in the 
Bill should emanate somewhere. Like we 
have this Bill now, we sourced it from 
Government. Now if the Commissioner has 
the authority to recommend that then there is 
a change. He should come to the House of 
Assembly for us to give him the legal 
backing ... . (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: No! No! If you look at 
the Section now, it is not saying that 
Commissioner is to recommend. It is saying 
that the Commissioner should amend . So 
there is a difference between 
recommendation and amending. If we allow 
the Commissioner to amend it, then he can 
always amend from time to time without 
reference to the House of Assembly. Even 
the Chief Executive ofthe State will not even 
talk to him; he will just amend to suit his 
own personal position. So somebody should 
put it in a way it should be. If you people say 
we should delete it, fine, I will not have any 
objection to that. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, why 
can't we have it this way: that the Authority 
may with the prior approval of the Enugu 
House a/Assembly amend the fees stipulated 
in schedule 1 of this Law. Instead of leaving 
entirely that position. We just approve that 
(Interruptions). 

The Chairman: We do not approve it. 
The approval must have to emanate from 
somewhere, wh ich is from the Executive 
arms of Government. We cannot approve and 
at the same time amend. 

·' 

Several hon. Members: Mr Chairman, 
Sir, let us delete 19(3) and 19( 4). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Clause 19(3-4) accordingly deleted. 

Clause 20 {1 -3} - (PRIVATE WASTE 
COLLECTION LICENCE; ETC)- ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 20 (4)-

The Chairman: The amendment is in line 
3, after then, delete N30,000.00 and inset1 
N20,000.00; thus any person who 
contravenes the provisions of this Section is 
guilty of an offence and liable on conviction 
to a fine of not less than N20, 000.00 or to 
such both fine and imprisonment. 

Clause 20 ( 4) - as amended, ordered to 
s land part of the Bill. 

Clause 20 (5) -:-

The Chairman: The amendment is in line 
3, after be, delete N500,000.00 and insert 
N 100, 000. 00 thus; where the offence is 
committed by a corporation, company or 
firm, the penalty shall be N 100, 000. 00. 

872 

Clause 20 (5) - as amended ordered to 
stand part ofthe Bill. 

Clause 21 (3) 

The Chairman: In line four, delete 
N5000 or N10,000.00 and insert N2000 or 
N5000. 

Clause 21 (3) - as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

0 

"" 
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approval of the Commissioner, amend the 
fees stipulated in Schedule I of this Law. 
(Interruptions). 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Chairman, Sir, no 
need. 

The Chairman: What do you mean by 
saying no need. Why do you say no need? 

Mr Obidinma: They should explain. 

The Chairman: That is why I want them 
to explain. 

Mr Obidinma: Previous works have 
taken care of them .... (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: What previous works? 

Mr Obidinma: There are cases of 
authority and fines. Please go to section 
1 9(3) . . . (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: No. No. That section 
does not talk about ... (Interruptions). 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, Sir, let us 
look at this issue critically. We feel that the 
schedule as was said in 19(3) is pa1i of the 
Bill, and if we have to amend this schedule 
which is part of the Bill it must not be a 
Commissioner. It is the House of Assembly 
to amend the Bill. 

The Chairman: But that is not enough 
reason for you to expunge it or to delete it. 
But what you could have done is to find 
solution. The State House of Assembly 
should pass a resolution that the House of 
Assembly should amend that. (Interruptions) 

Chief Whip: It is a common knowledge, 
if you make it that the House of Assembly 

./ 871 

Enugu should amend, assuming the Executive 
has assigned the schedule you have to send 
that amendment to . .. . (Interruptions) . 

The Chairman: We do not do things on 
assumption. We are aware that the Executive 
sent this Bill to us asking us to allow the 
Commissioner to review and also to amend. 
Now, since it is not the duty of the 
Commissioner to amend, we should have 
suggested that, instead of putting the 
Commissioner we put the House of 
Assembly .... (Interruptions). 

Chief Whip: It is unnatural Mr Chairman, 
Sir, let me .... (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: Let us not say that it is 
unnatural. (Interruptions) . 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, you 
will recall what we did yesterday on the issue 
of has the power to recruit from grade level 
OJ to 06. The Committee recommended that 
the Commissioner wil l give approval for it. 
The Commissioner should be responsible for 
giving approval. 

The Chairman: Honourable, let me come 
in; let me help you. Yesterday what we 
argued was giving employment to grade level 
0 J' to 06 and this one we are talking is a 
different thing. It is for amending the Law. 
The question is: has the Commissioner the 
right to amend the Law? The answer is no. 
For any Law to be amended, it must be 
passed to the House of Assembly again. If 
they want to amend, may be along the line, 
the money they charge is very small and they 
want to amend it, they have to forward it to 
the House of Assembly again for the 
amendment. For me I want it to be explicit, 
that to say that it should have been amended 
by the House of Assembly which we know 
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What I am saying is that you should do your 
job and where there is confusion you offer 
your advice. 

The Chairman: O.k. Can you now listen 
to me? N )body has monopoly of knowledge. 
When I <,aid that the hon. Member for Uzo­
Uwani ,Mr Chigbo) should not vote, the 
informat:ion that I received from those who 
actual!) appeared to be the father of this 
AssemiJly, that is, Mr Okeke, the Clerks-at­
Table, who also appeared to be more 
conver:>ant than most of us, said that since he 
has entered the Chamber and sat down, that 
he has the right to vote since I have not 
annotlllced the result. On this note I said, 
O.K. 1 am now going to all ow him to be part 
of those who said no. And when I was about 
to announce the result the hon . Member for 
Enugu South II (Mr Chub vuegbo) came into 
the Chamber and since he came in and I have 
not announced the result, based on what Mr 
Okeke told me, I said that I have the right to 
repeat the Vote so that he can vote. I did not 
do it because I have interest. I keep on saying 
that I do not h~·,.re any personal interest as 
some of you hon. Members have been 
saying. 

I . 

Howeve•, I have the right to protect 
people's interest You know what happened 
yesterday; :rt the end of the day I still 
maintairrfJ that what happened should take 
place. --: did not want to make the hon. 
Memr er for Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo) to be 
annoyed, I told him that his interest cannot 
super-;ede other people's interest. 

,t' 

I am not trying to debunk what the Chief 
Whip (Mr Odo) is trying to create. I am not 
biased and I will not be biased. If I have an 

. interest on something I will not tell anybody 
that I have an interest; I will just find a way I 
will talk to the Members before we enter into 
the Chamber. And on this issue, whether it is 
five years or six years imprisonment, it does 
not affect me; it does not affect my people. 
Please, let us not try to create that kind of bad 
impression or bad opinion about my altitude 
towards issues. 

However, if there is an issue I can offer 
my advice and if my advice is not taken, well , 
I do not have anything against anybody. 

The role call has been taken . Those in 
support that we make it six months are five in 
umber and those who said that we leave it the 
yvay the Committee recommended are six in 
number which means that the Committee's 
·recommendation stands. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Mr 
Chairman, not even the Committee's 
Tecommendation but let us take that one in 
the original Bill ... . (Interruptions) 

The Chairman: Why is the Deputy 
Leader quarreling with this thing? The 
original Bill said N I 0,000 but this one said 
NS,OOO .. . (Prolonged Interruptions) . 

Clause 19 (1 - 2) - (PAYMENT OF 
WASTE MANAGEMENT FEES)- ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

An hon. Member: These things are be in& 11 Clause 19 - (PAYMENT OF WASTE 
d.Jci.Imented. . · ( I MANAGEMENT FEES) 19 (3)-

The Chairman: Let it be documented The Chairman: The Committee said 
now . .. (Interruptions). delete clause (19(3) and 19(4). But clause 

19(3) says: the authority may, with the prior 

~ 870 
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" Several hon. Members: Mr Chairman, Ayes: 5 
please, pardon him. 

The Chairman: I do not like when some 
hon. Members cause confusion. If the hon. 
Member for Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo) makes 
further noise, I will just walk him out of the 
Chambers. I will not warn him again. If any 
hon . Member is in the Chamber he must 
compozi himself. Even if an hon. Member 
had entered, decorum demands that he has to 
sit down and listen to the topic under 
discussion. In as much as the hon. Member 
for Uzo-Uwani has gone through the 
documents, the roll call was going on before 
he came in. His going out of the Chamber 
does not remove anything from me, afterall 
he was not in attendance the previous day, 
but the House still deliberated on the matter. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Chairman, Sir, I have 
kept quiet. 

The Chairman: The House can also pass 
the Bill in his absence. Please hon . 
Colleagues, let me make an appeal : for your 
information, kindly go through the Rules of 
the House at your own time. I do not want 
any hon. Member to say that , the hon. 
Speaker is a wicked man, because I can 
invoke the Order and suspend an hon. 
Member without putting the Question. 
Please, I do not want my hon. Colleagues to 
see me a wicked man. I do not want anybody 
to say that. 

Mr F. E. Amu 
MrC. Ugwu 
Mr P. Anikwe 
Mr J.N. Anichukwu 
Mr 0. Chukwuegbo 

Noes: 6 
Mr E. C. Maduabu 
Mr E. Odo 
Mr A. Nnadi 
Mr F.C. Onah 
Mr J .C. Obidinma 
Mr A.O. Chigbo 

Question accordingly negatived 

Clause I 8 (2) (b) - (MISCELLANEOUS 
OFFENCES)- as amended ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo) : Mr Chairman, I 
feel that what we are really doing here 
surpasses private interests and I would not 
like a situation where the office of the 
Chairman or the Speaker will be viewed as 
establishing that kind of sentiment. What is 
happening now is that there was an 
unfounded belief; you made up your mind 
that the hon. Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr 
Chigbo) should not vote; it is not even 
contained in our Rules. Now when there is 
kind of handpicking or this kind of suspicion 
. . . (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: No! No! Listen! Listen! 
I know that the hon . Member for Uzo '• (Interruptions) . 

Uwani (Mr Chigbo) and the hon. Member for 
Enugu South II Urban (Mr Chukvvuegbo) 
have not voted. They can now vote. 
(Prolonged Interruptions). 

.;1 
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Chief Whip: What l am saying is that you 
should confine yourself to your job because 
yoi.1 arb here to do the job, otherwise, by the 
time you put yourself in the situation where 

I 

your office will be suspicious I can assure 
you that the people will be suspecting you. 
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public liability company, the penalty shall be 
N20,000.00 

Clause 17 (5) - as amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

The Chairman: Add Section 17(6) thus: 
Where the offence is committed by a private 
liability company the penalty shall be not 
more than N1 0, 000.00. 

Clause 17 (6) - as amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 18 (l) - (MISCELLANEOUS 
OFFENCES) - ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 18 (2) (b)- (MISCELLANEOUS 
OFFENCES)-

The Chairman: The amendment is in 
line 3, after of, delete N10,000.00 and insert 
N2,000.00: thus: in case of paragraph; (a), 
(b), (c), (d), (e), (f) or(}), ofsub section (i), of 
this section to a fine of N2, 000.00 or 
imprisonment for a term ofsix months. 

Clause 18 (2) (a)) -as amended ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 18 (2) (a) - (MISCELLANEOUS 
OFFENCES) 

The Chairman: The amendment is in 
line 3, before or, delete N10,000.00 and 
insert (N5, 000.00 thus; in the case of 
paragraph (h) or)l) of sub section (i) of this 
section, to a fine of not less than N5, 000.00 
or imprisonment for a term of six months, or 
and in line 4, delete such fine and 
imprisonment; thus both and shall in 
addition be ordered to demolish the 

" 

offending structure or liable to the cost of 
demolition by the Authority. 

Clause 18 (2) (b) - as amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Thank you, 
Mr Chairman . I have risen to move a Motion 
that under I 8 (2) (b) where one year was 
recommended by the Committee that one 
year be replaced with six months thereby 
allowing jive thousand Naira and six months 
as penalty for the offence. 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I have risen to second the Motion moved 
by the Deputy Leader of the House (Mr 
Anikwe). Thank you, Sir. 

Question put and the House divided. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
as far as I am concerned I will not allow the 
hon. Member for Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo) to 
vote because he did not know why the House 
was asking for division. 
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Mr Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I read it in my house and if I am not 
voting, I am going to absent myself from 
today's sitting. 

The Chairman: You better go. 
(Interruptions). The hon. Member for Uzo 
Uwani (Mr Chigbo) should please sit down . 
If he makes more noise I will walk him out. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Chairman, Sir, I am 
defending my right. 

The Chairman: The Sergeant-at-Arms 
should please take him out of the Chambers. 

" 

"' 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Wednesday, 28'" July, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
you will recall that we adjourned yesterday 
very late and based on the volume of work 
we did there was no way the Votes and 
Proceedings could have been ready this 
morning. I request that you note that in our 
next sitting we are going to adopt two Votes 
and Proceedings. So let us move to item No. 
4. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
ENUGU STATE WASTE 

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY BILL 
NO.8 2004 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move 
that this · House resolves itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House to enable it 
continue with the consideration the Report of 
the Joint Committees on Petroleum 
Resources and Environmental Management, 
and Judiciary, Public Petitions, Ethics and 
Privileges along with the original Bill. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, we should formally adopt our 
Votes and Proceedings. 

Mr Speaker: Where were you? 
(Laughter). The hon. Member for Oji River 

(Mr Obidinma) does not even know where 
we are. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): I have 
risen to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE 
CONTINUES 

. Clause I 7: - (REMOVAL OF SILT, 
DISPOSAL OF CONSTRUCTION 
DEB RISE, ETC)-

Clause 17 (1), (2) and (3) ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 
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The Chairman: In clause I 7 ( 4) the 
Committee recommended that in the line four 
that we should delete N10,000.00 after or and 
inse11 N2,000.00 thus: any person who 
contravenes the provisions of subsections (1), 
(2) or (3) of this Section is guilty of an 
offence and liable on conviction to a fine of 
N2, 000. 00 or iri1prisonment for a term of six 
months or to both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

Clauses 17 (4), as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 17(5) - (REMOVAL OF SILT, 
DISPOSAL OF CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, 
ETC) 

The Chairman: The amendment here is 
in line one, after a, delete Corporation, 
Company or Firm, the penalty shall be 
N50, 000.00 and insert, public liability 
company, the penalty shall be N20, 000.00: 
thus: where the offence is committed by a 
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Our ref VC/P/11 

The Clerk of the House, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Legislative Building, 
Independence Layout, 
PMB 1686, 
Enugu. 

Sir, 

RE: RESOLUTION OF THE HOUSE 

I write to acknowledge receipt of the House 
of Assembly Resolutions agreed to on 3"1 

June, 2004, with respect to my appointment 
as the Vice-chancellor of the University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka. 

I wish to express my unreserved 
appreciation to all the Hon. Members of the 
House for the thoughtfulness in sending the 
Message of Appreciation to the Head of 
State, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo for my 
appointment and to our indomitable and 
dynam ic Governor of Enugu State, 
Governor Chimaroke Nnamani for his 
untiring efforts in seeing to the actualization 
of my appointment. 

My promise to you is that by the Grace of 
God, I will do all that is in my power to be 
the best Vice-Chancellor the University of 
Nigeria ever had. I will not disappoint you! 

My prayer is that our Good Lord will bless 
you immensely for your unflinching support 
forme. 

My wife and my entire family send you our 
warmest regard and appreciation. 

.;1 

God bless. 

(Sgd) Professor C. 0. Nebo 
Vice -Chancellor 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move that 
this honourable House do now adjourn till 
Wednesday 28th July, 2004 at !Oa.m. 
prompt. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to second the Motion for adjournment 
that was moved by the Leader, and in doing 
so I wish to thank the President of this 
country Chief Olusegun Obasanjo for 
respond ing positively to the Motion of this 
honourable House, passed in respect of the 
upgrading of Enugu Airport to international 
standard, whereby the Mr President gave a­
one week automatum to the relevant 
Agencies concerned to see to the 
actualization of the effort. I also use this 
opportunity to call on the Ministry of 
Aviation and other Ministerial staff in the 
Aviation Industry to listen, by putting into 
effect the wishes of Mr President. Thank 
you, very much. 

Question put and agreed to. 

866 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Wednesday, 28th July, 2004, at 
10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 3.22 p.m. 

f' 

' 1 

f 
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Clause 14: (OFFENCES RELATING TO 
INDUSTRIAL WASTE, COMMERCIAL 
WASTE ETC.) 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
in line, one clause 1 4(7) after a delete 
Corporation Company or Firm, the penalty 
shall be a fine of not less than N 100, 000. 00 
and insert Public Liability Company a fine 
of not more than N50, 000.00 

Clause 14(7) as amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 14(8) is amended to read: where 
the offence subsists the offender is liable to 
an additional N500. 00 each day the offence 
subsists. 

Clause 14(8) as amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 15 (PROVISION OF BUSBINS 
IN COMMERCIAL VEHICLES) 

Clause 15(1) - (3) ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 

Clause 16(3) reads: where the default 
subsists, the offender shall be liable to an 
additionalfine ofN1,000.00 ... delete in line 
two N1 ,000. 00 and insert N200. 00 

Clause 16(3) as amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Section 17( 1-3)- (REMOVAL OF SILT, 
DISPOSAL OF CONSTRUCTION 
DEBRIS, ETC) - as amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, we 
have actually gone far in the Bill before the 
House along-side the amendment by the 
Committee and since the Bill appears to be 
voluminous, we will not finish it to-day; that 
is why we are saying that we will meet 
tomorrow to continue from where we 
stopped. On this note, I wish to appeal that 
tomorrow Wednesday 281

h July, 2004, we 
should endeavour to be here on time so that 
we can round off. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
Clause 16(1) 

CONVENIENCES) 
(PUBLIC have a letter from the University of Nigeria, 

Nsukka and written by the Vice Chancellor 
ofthe University, and I read : 

Ordered to stand part of' the Bill. 

Clause 16(2) is amended to read: any 
person who contravenes the provisions of 
sub-section (1) of this section is guilty of an 
offence and liable on conviction to a fine of 
N10,000.00 or imprisonment .. . at lines 3 
delete N10,000.00 and insert N5,000.00 or 
imprisonment for a term of one year or both 
such fine and imprisonment. 

Clause 16(2) as amended ordered to 
stand part ofthe Bill. 

.~ 
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UNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA 
NSUKKA NIGERIA 

Office of the Vice-Chancellor 
Telephone: (042) 771500, 771530, 
771911, 7719201203 
Telegram: University Nsukka 
Telefax No. 51496 Ulions NG. 
Fax No: 042-770644 
E-mail: misunn1201 .com 
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is not a must that one's opinion must always 
hold. 

So, I would have requested for a re­
committal of that Section to the Committee 
so that they will look at it critically, do some 
recommendations and come back with it. 

I am aware that those who want the 
rep01t this time are not imp01tant. 

Mr Obidinma: On question! Mr 
Chairman, my question is: why did we not 
recommit the Bill from the beginning. When 
we expunged Section 6(b) the Committee 
did not quarrel. What is then holding us 
from going on with the work? 

The Chairman: The bon. Member for 
Oji River should note that this is the right 
time to ask for a recommittal because I have 
put the Question on it and divided the 
House; so, this one is at my own discretion, 
and l appeal to every member to exercise 
patience. I request that we uphold the Report 
of the Joint Committee ~ 

Clause 8(1)b-c) POWERS TO 
EMPLOY) - ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 8(2) (POWERS TO EMPLOY) -
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Patt IV: FINANCIAL PROVISION 

Clause 9 (FINANCES OF THE 
AUTHORITY) - ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Clause I 0 (FINANCIAL REPORT) -
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

y 

Clause 11 (ANNUAL ACCOUNT AND 
AUDIT)- ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Part V: OFFENCES RELATING TO 
TENEMENT 

Clause 12(l)(a)- (g) - ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

864 

12(i) (h) - delete the word odors and 
insett Odours. 

Clause 12(i)(h) - OFFENCES 
RELATING TO TENEMENTS - as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

12 sub-section (1 )(2) and (3) - ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, Sir, may I 
move that we insert a new sub-clause 12 (4) 
to read: 

Where the tenement is a private or 
government hospital, there shall be an 
incinerator for the destruction of chemical 
and hazardous waste. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Chairman Sir, I stand to second the 
amendment as moved by the Chief Whip 
(Mr Odo). 

Clause 12 (4)- as amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 13: (OWNERS OF 
UNDEVELOPED PLOTS IN BUILT UP 
AREAS) 

Clause 13(i)(a) - (b) - ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 
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The Chairman: There is no law that I 
must announce the result before I hear hin1. 
Go on. 

Mr C. Ugwu: Before the result is 
announced, I believe we contradicted our 
Standing Order No. 38. It says: If the 
opinion of Mr Speaker or in the Committee 
of the Whole House, the Chairman, as to the 
decision of a question is challenged, Mr 
Speaker or the Chairman shall direct that 
the lobbies be cleared, and on such direction 
being given, the door at the South end of the 
lobby shall be locked, and the division bells 
shall be rung for one minute. So there was 
no lobbying. I am trying to say that you 
should allow the Leader of the House to go 
round and lobby. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
sincerely wish to appreciate everybody's 

view on this matter and those of you who 
are questioning the genuineness of the order 
cited by the bon. Member for Enugu East II 
(Mr Ugwu), he is in order. It is very correct. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): These things are 
not necessary once the Question is put. It is 
not relevant once the Question is put. 

The Chairman: The Question is put and 
we called for division and the result has not 
been announced. So please just listen. 

I appreciate everybody's position on this 
matter. But what I am saying is that I told 
you the other day that we are learning. 

However, because we stand to lose 
nothing in this matter, I have no justification 
whatsoever most of the times by the division 
I have done. But in a serious case like this, I 
can cite this Order No. 8 and stand on it and 
do whatever I want to do on this matter. But 
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because, like I said, we lose nothing and we 
are just fighting over nothing. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, we are 
making laws for the people ofEnugu State. 

The Chairman: The result 1 have here 
shows that the recommendation of the 
Committee stands. So, bon. Colleagues, let 
us make progress. 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Chairman, I 
am saying that the essence of each Member 
sitting on his/her allotted seat has some 
degree of respect and independent opinion of 
each Member in respect of this Bill. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
I sincerely wish to make an appeal: in most 
cases if there is an election and one person 
fails the election, it does not mean that the 
other person did not do campaign. A 
campaign is going on and somebody lost the 
battle I do not see why he should leave the 
Chambers. It is an insult and some think that 
their opinion is more superior than that of 
other Members. I do not feel comfortable 
with that and it is just like what I have been 
saying. In most cases, if some Members 
sponsor a Motion and the Motion is killed, 
they will get annoyed and say that they will 
not sponsor any Motion again. 

It is just the same thing, if a Bill is 
referred to a Committee and they make 
recommendations, and other Members find it 
difficult to agree and decide to make 
amendment, the Committee Members will 
start quarreling. What we are doing is to pass 
a Bill that will stand the test oftime. The law 
we are making here is for the people, and we 
are representing the people. Individual 
Member's opinion should not hold always, it 
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Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): 
Information! We cannot allow ourselves to 
be deceived here. A Committee has done a 
job and made recommendations and that 
Committee is now being asked to vote. It is 
a negation .... (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: Listen. As far as I am 
concerned, the Committee has the right to 
defend her work, whethe 1~ it is rightly or 
wrongly done. What we practise here is 
democracy and I sincerely believe that if . . . 
well; let me not go up to that extent I am 
only appealing that in as much as we are 
making laws, we should try as much as 
possible to look at whatever we are doing 
very critically before we take decisions. 

In as much as I respect the views of the 
Committee and in as much as I agree in its 
entirety that the Committee (Interruptions) . 

Please do not interrupt the Chair. In as 
much as I want the Committee to defend her 
job, that does not mean that the Committee 
cannot make mistakes either by over-sight or 
otherwise. On the Floor of the House, we 
will address it. But I noticed one thing. Each 
time a Committee's report is being 
considered and something is removed, the 
Committee feels bad. If for any reason we 
now feel that it should be this way or that 
way, it is the duty of the Committee to listen 
to the voice of the House. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo). And a Superior 
argument. 

The Chairman: Of course to a superior 
argument. That is just because may be, the 
majority of the Members here are the 
Members ofthe committee. That is vvhy this 
thing sailed through. However, I do not have 
anything against that. If it is the wish of the 

.;1 
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House that we should adopt the Committee's 
decision, fine and good. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, we have 
noted that but if a question can be answered 
by any of us here if any M inistry in Enugu 
State or parastatal has power to employ, the 
answer is no; This is Civil Service Rules. 
They are Civil Servants . Why are calling on 
the Ministry to regularize them. Otherwise, 
those of us who are not Members of the 
committee will leave the House. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Chairman, further go to B. it will help us 
better. Go to B of the same Section. 

The Chairman: How can you be talking 
about B. it has nothing to do with A. It 
cannot help you because it is talking about 
those above Grade Level 06. What are you 
talking? The bon. Member representing Oji 
River (Mr Obidinma) employed over 200 
people at Oji River eh; so he asked me to go 
to B. it has no relevance to what we are 
discussing. We are talking about those on 
Grade Level 01 - 06. You are talking about 
where they said they should recommend to 
the Ministry about the employment and 
promotion of staff above Grade Level 06. 
While we are talking about Grade Level 01 
and you said that I should go to B; that it 
will help us; it will not help us in any form. 
However, 1 have not announced any result. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Chairman, before you announce the result, I 
believe that we contradicted Order No. 38. 

Mr J. Obidinma: Mr Chairman, 
announce the result before yciu hear him . 

0 
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The Chairman: Excuse me, now listen, 
the Committee made their recommendations 
and there were arguments on whether to 
leave the recommendation as made by the 
Committee or to take what is written in the 
original Bill. There is no · room for calling 
for other comments. Is either we leave it or 
we do not leave it (Interruptions). 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, let us be cautious in that area. 

Question put and the House divided by 
roll call. 

Several hon. Members: Mr Chairman, 
please explain to us before the division . 

The Chairman: O.K. My Question is 
that the original Bill stands as it is without 
the recommendation of the Committee. Is 
that not what I said? 

Several hon. Members: Mr Chairman, it 
is exactly what you said . (Interruptions). 
(Laughter) 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
before the division let us understand what 
we are doing. Let us look at an Authority 
established by this Law. I don't want a 
situation we will attach something that will 
keep the Authority redundant by saying as 
approved by the Ministry. If somebody does 
not like that Authority he can sabotage the 
effort by not approving on time or not 
approving at all. So let us get it very clear. If 
you want to make these people to function 
very well, we should give them the power 
we dissolved ENSEPA because it was not 
doing anything. If we want to establish this 
Waste Management Authority, we will now 
tell them to do anything or employ anyone 
from grade level 01 to 06. The Authority 

--- -~ 
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must seek the permission of the Min istry. 
We are going to . .. (Interruptions) 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Chairman, Sir, are 
you campaigning? 

The Chairman: I am not campaigning. I 
want to make it just very clear so that we 
know what we are doing. After all, I am not 
going to vote. (Interruptions). 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East I): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I suggested that we should 
not be in a hurry over this Bill because of the 
Civil Service Rules. Before we vote for, or 
against this Bill, we should refer to the 
Rules. There is no need doing things on the 
contrary, inside the . .. (Interruptions) . 

The Chairman: I cannot take that from 
the hon. Member for Enugu East I (Mr 
Ugvvu) at this point in time. Honourable 
Colleagues listen to the roll call. 

Ayes: 5; 
Mr E. Maduabu 
Mr C. Ugwu 
Mr P. Anikwe 
Mrs E. Ezugwu 
Mr J. Anichukwu 

Noes: 6 
Mr D. Agbo 
Chief Whip (Mr E. Odo) 
MrM. Onyeze 
Mr F. Onah 
Mr J. Obidinma 
Mrs C. Eneh 

Not voting: Nil. 

Question accordingly negatived 
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no way they can go to the Civil Service 
Commission. So, it is an ad-hoc 
appointment. And they cannot go to the 
Civil Service. So, the law of the Authority 
might be shattered if they are left to select 
people for the Authority and that is why we 
say that the Ministry should have hands in 
that aspect. Ordinarily, everyone knows that 
during appointment one should follow the 
Civil Service Rules but this one is a special 
case which needs a special treatment or 
Rule. 

Deputy Leader: More clarifications! Mr 
Chairman, if you are talking of adhoc staff 
or temporary staff, they are not entitled to 
anything called pensions or gratuities; that is 
the law or rule. It is the issue that the 
Ministry should provide alternative. So, 
what I am saying is that in a temporary 
appointment, we have measures and I do not 
think that any temporary appointment lasts 
more than two years before it could be 
renewed and the renewal comes from the 
Civil Service Commission . For someone to 
confirm or regularize the appointment, it 
must come from appropriate authority which 
is the Civil Service Commission. But if you 
are talking of ad-hoc staff, that is, if the 
Authority decides to recruit ad-hoc staff, 
that ad-hoc staff can never at any time be 
asked to enjoy gratuity or pension. It is a 
negation of the Civil Service Rules; it does 
not exist. The law we are now making is for 
them to enjoy anything provided the 
Ministry now supervises their employment. 
(Interruptions) 

Several hon. Members : No! No! 

Deputy Leader: That is what the 
Chairman is saying. (Prolonged 
interruptions) 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, Sir, I want 
you to understand it clearly so that even if 
you are doing anything just know the 
position we are making during public 
hearing. The position has been with you so 
that whoever wants to make an amendment, 
can really know the area from which he can 
channel his amendment. The position is that 
there are people who are within grade level 
0 I to 06. These people are not entitled to 
pensions and gratuity. Whichever way you 
want to coin it, that is the way it is . So 
nobody has stated here that he is entitled to 
pension or anything. Our idea of appointing 
the Ministry is just to make sure that the 
Authority does not abuse the powers given 
to them to employ people. That is the 
position. (Interruptions) 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, every 
worker is a schedule officer if he is 
employed. In fact, I do not know how such 
word come in here. Every person employed 
in the Ministry or Parastatals is a schedule 
officer. There is an appropriate assignment 
given to him or her because he is a schedule 
officer. (Interruptions) . 

Chief Whip: You know that this is 
contentious. (Laughter) 

The Chairman: O.K. Let us just make 
progress. We have looked at it and have seen 
the recommendation of the Committee. 

860 

Question that the recommendation of 
clause 8(1) (a) of the original Bill stands ... 
(Interruptions) 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, Sir, I would 
have expected you to allow some comments 
for people to amend the resolution on 
whether it is going to be expunged or 
approved? That is what should be done now. 

1 
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Chief Whip: That is why we said it is 
subject to the approval of the Ministry. 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Chairman, just like 
Local Government, the Chairmen can 
appoint from Grade Level 0 I to 06 and 
subject to getting clearance from the local 
government Service Commission. 

Deputy Leader: They have no power to 
employ. 

The Chairman: They have no power to 
employ. No Chairman has the right to 
employ anybody. 

Mr Obidinma: I employed two hundred 
persons when I was a Chairman of a Local 
Government. 

The Chairman: That is illegal. You 
have no right to employ. No Chairman has 
the right to employ. 

Deputy Leader: You have no power to 
employ: 

The Chairman: You have no power to 
employ anybody. You never employed 
anybody as Chairman. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, in the 
first instance, the Waste Management 
Authority in Enugu State is a Parastatai 
under a Ministry, 1 believe. It will be a kind 
of duplication by asking the Parastatal under 
a Ministry to employ subject to the approval 
of the Ministry and this is an existing 
Parastatal under that Ministry. This 
Authority has power under this Jaw to 
employ as an existing Parastatal under the 
Ministry of Environment. No Ministry in 
Enugu State has power to employ. If they 
have to employ you go to tlie Civil Service 
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Commission. It is the duty of the Civil 
Service Commission. If you are talking of 
Local Government, they will only seek 
power from the Local Government Service 
Commission before they could carry but any 
employment. 

Please, l am nvt comfortable with this, 
Mr Chairman. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Chairman, 1 believe that 
it is necessary for the Ministry at least to 
give a go-ahead before people are properly 
employed because it is the Ministry that 
presents the Estimate for each year and if 
you allow parastatals to employ at will they 
may exceed what is in the Estimate. So, it is 
necessary that the Ministry is given that right 
to know the exact number of people 
employed at each given time so that we do 
not exceed what is in the Recurrent 
Expenditure . ... (Interruptions). 

The Chairman : Order! Well, Jet us just 
look into what the Deputy Leader (Mr 
Anihve) said. Has any Ministry in Enugu 
State the right to employ anybody? 

An hon. Member: The answer is no. 

The Chairman : The answer is no, but 
why do we know talk about allowing the 
Ministry, when you know that the Ministry 
has no right to employ, and for you to 
employ anybody, you have to go to the Civil 
Service Commission. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, sorry, you 
are getting it wrong. These people are not 
pensionable. That is what you have to 
understand. One should regard them as ad­
hoc staff and the problem is how they could 
be pensionable staff; you understand. So, 
these people are not pensionable and there is 
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North I (Mr Onyeze), that section 6(1) (b) be 
expunged. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Clause 6(l)(b) expunged accordingly. 

Clause 6(1)(c-d) - (POWERS OF THE 
AUTHORITY) - ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Clause 6(2) - (POWERS OF THE 
AUTHORITY) - ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Clause 7(1)(a-f) - (ESTABLISHMENT 
OF DEPARTMENTS) -ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

Clause 7(2-3) - (APPOINTEMENT OF 
HEADS OF DEPARTMENT)- ordered to 
sand part of the Bill. 

Clause 8(a)- POWERS TO EMPLOY)-

The Chairman: There are amendments 
- in Section 8(I)(a)- In line two after 06 
add subject to the approval of the Ministry, 
thus: Employ and promote staff whose 
remunerations are within grade level OJ to 
06, subject to the approval of the Ministry. 

Clause 81 (a) as amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

The Chairman: Please, can we know 
why it is subject to the approval of the 
Ministry? Can we have the idea from the 
Committee. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Chairman, there is a clause that guides the 
civil servants. They are not civil servants; 
they are not pensionable; they can pull out at 

.;.' 

anytime they have better alternative. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, if they are employed through 
the approval of Ministry, they will be 
regarded as civil servants and they will be 
pensionable. 

The Chairman: So, the only reason you 
have is for the purposes of pensionable 
appointment? 

Mr Obidinma: Yes, there is security of 
job .. .. (Interruptions) 
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Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Has any 
Ministry any power to employ? 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Obidinma: Are you the Chairman of 
this . . . (Interruptions) 

Deputy Leader: Do you mean Civil 
Service Commission? ... (Interruptions) 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Chairman, 
based on an interview with the Stakeholders 
in the Establishment, like the Commissioner, 
and Members of the ENSEPA, and the 
information got during the Public Hearing all 
indicates that Grade levels 01 to 05 are not 
schedule officers and they are not 
pensionable but from level 07 and above are 
pensionable. So, I now feel that since it is 
the wish of the Government that for the 
people who are the schedule officers, it will 
be very, very restrictive for the Authority 
alone to over-see the employment of junior 
officers, we now pray that the Ministry 
should have a supervisory role. 

The Chairman: But do not forget that 
the Establishment has a right to employ from 
Grade Level 0 I to 06. 

~ 
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(IMT) or Technical School, and acquired 
knowledge more than somebody who may 
have gone through the University. So, we 
can talk about experience and leave out 
certification, but if it is the wish of the 
House that we should put it, then who am I 
to say No. 

4 (5) as suggested by the Committee 
Question, that section be included in the 
Bill, put and negatived. 

Clause 4 (5) accordingly expunged and 
substituted with 

4(5) The Secretary to the Authority shall 
be a Civil Servant of not less than Grade 
level I 0. 

Section 4(5) - as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 5: FUNCTIONS OF THE 
AUTHORITY 

Clause 5(1) (a) - (g) ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

The Chairman: In letter (h) there is an 
amendment. In line two delete urban ciiies. 

(h) as amended, ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

5 (i) - (l) ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

5 (2) ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 6: POWERS OF THE 
AUTHORITY 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgboeze North I): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, we are go ing to handle this, 

section by section. During the debate on 
clause 6 (b) I pointed out something in that 
section, which I thought was a popular 
opinion but unfortunately, the Committee 
did not do anything about it. (Interruptions). 
I feel that if we allow Section 6(b) to stay 
without amendment, it will be giving too 
much powers to the authorities. 

The Chairman: What the hon. Member 
for Igboeze North I (Mr Onyeze) said is 
correct, so I am going to put the Question. I 
think that what the Committee is quarreling 
with are the phrase: to do anything. So when 
we finish with that, we can come back to 
section 6(b ). 

6(1) POWERS OF THE AUTHORITY) 
- as amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North I): Mr 
Chairman Sir, I want to point out that the 
powers being envisaged for the Authority in 
clause 6(1) and(b) are too much. If we allow 
them to exercise it, we may find a situation 
where a lot of fundamental rights of persons 
and organisations will be infringed upon. I 
am therefore of the opinion that we delete 
that (b). It will not affect the functions of the 
Authority. 
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Clause 6{1) (a): - (POWERS OF THE 
AUTHORITY) - ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

The Chairman: If the statements made 
by the hon. Member for Igboeze North I (Mr 
Onyeze) is a Motion, it needs to be seconded. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I stand to second the Motion 
as moved by the hon. Member for lgboeze 
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Governors, insert of Enugu State, to read: 
Governor means Governor of Enugu State. 

Clause 2: (INTERPRETATION) - as 
amended ordered to stand par to of the bill. 

Part II 

Clause 3: (ESTABLISHMENT OF 
AUTHORITY) - (1) - (3) ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

Clause 4: (MANAGING DIRECTOR 
AND THE SECRETARY) - (1) - (4) 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 4 (5) - The Managing Director . 
shall be an experienced person with at least 
Bachelors Degree in the relevant field with 
minimum of jive years post qualification 
experience. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
this is an additional sub-section made by the 
Joint Committee; it is not in the original 
Bill. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Chairman, I know that all of us know that 
the Waste Management Authority we are 
trying to establish is not the only such Board 
or Authority in Enugu State. There is no 
need adding what we may call a difficult 
conditionality. When we say that anybody 
who is going to be appointed as a Managing 
Director must be a degree holder we should 
bear in mind we have other Boards, for 
instance, the Rural Electrification, the Water 
Corporation, just to mention a few. We have 
no special assessment or certification for 
somebody to become a Managing Director. 
It is by the discretion of the Governor and 
by the recommendation of the Ministry that 

. the person either by experience, is best 
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suited instead of allotting educational 
qualification to it. It will negate the 
consideration already approved by this law 
which now empowers a recommendation 
from the Ministry. So, I think it is 
unnecessary and I should not associate 
myself with that type of darkness. Thank 
you. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): On information! 
Mr Chairman, the information is that it is not 
really necessary, and I was thinking that the 
last speaker would have punctured that 
aspect of the Bill in a moment like this . 

Mr Chairman, it is unnecessary. If 
somebody is to be appointed into that 
position, I do not think it will be out of place 
if the person has a required experience in the 
field. You cannot just go and pull out 
somebody and put him. At least after West 
African School Certificate or post primary 
education in this country, all you have is 
Higher National . Diploma (HND) or 
Bachelors Degree (B.Sc) which is very very 
common. 

So, it is my thinking that there is no way 
perhaps, somebody who has W ASC, OND 
could · be assumed to have gathered the 
required experience as related to this case. 
The House may not be comfortable with 
that, but the catch-word, is: the relevant 
experience in the relevant subject matter, for 
which the person is going to be recognized. 
So, it is a kind of duplication. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
there is a difference between somebody 
having the knowledge and certification. He 
may know the job very well without a 
University qualification. He may have gone 
to some other Tertiary institutions such as 
Institute of Management and Technology 

.. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 27'" July, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our votes and Proceedings No. 15 of 
Thursday, 22"d July 2004 are before the 
House. I have gone through them and found 
them to be correct. However, I welcome 
eve ry other comment. Thank yo u. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have equally gone through our Votes 
and Proceedings of our last s itting and to the 
best of my knowledge, it is what happened 
at the sitting. I therefore move for the 
adoption. Thank you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, the Motion moved by the hon. 
Member for Udi South (Mr Eneh), is in 
order. I therefore second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings o_fThursday, 22"'1 

July 2004 accordingly adopted 

.;1 
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ORDER OF THE DAY 
ENUGU STATE WASTE 

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
BILL NO. 8, 2004 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) : Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, may I move that the House do 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House for the consideration of the Report 
before this House alongside the original Bill. 
Thank you. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr Speaker, 
Sir; I rise to second the Motion that the 
House do resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House as moved by the Leader of 
the House (Mr Anichukvvu) 

Question put and agreed to. 

ENUGU STATE WASTE 
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 

BILL NO. 8, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to Dissolve the 
Enugu State Environmental 
Protection Agency and to Establish 
the Enugu State Waste Management 
Authority and other Matters 
Connected Therewith 

Considered in the Committee of the 
Whole House 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
let us suspend Enactment, Citation and Date 
of Commencement. We wi ll sta1i w ith 
Interpretation. That is Section 2 of the 
Original Bill. 

Clause 2: (INTERPRETATION) 

The Chairman: The amendment here is 
in paragraph 18, line I, after, means 
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ti 
hencefortl' be dir,_'c1ed to 
patron ize 1\ N .·\ fV1 M (' () 
Nigeria lilll ited . 

Question put and agrl',., / to. 

ANNOUNCE I\'! ENTS 

Meetin gs 

M r Speaker: The Mcmbet·s ol House 
Committee on Rul es wi II meet tomorrow 
Friday, 23 1

d July, 200-1 by 9 a.m. at 
Leaders Office for the' review of the 
Standing Orders and othct· matl et·s. Signed 
Leader (Mr J AnichuhvuJ Chaim1 :1t 1. 

There will be an emngency tll <_'d ing of 
the House Commi tte'' on hlt tcati on_ 
Science and Techno log) on tile ri si ng of 
the House, that is, toda) 22"'1 d~!\' ol· July, 
2004, at room 2 16. It ll '<lS signed by the 
hon. Member for lgboei' L' Nort h I (Mr M 
Ony eze) . 

Appe~1 1 

Please you are all aware why thi s 
Report on the Commit tee h:~ ~; Lo be 
defe rred. Otherwise we l' Oid ha w passed 
thi s Bill today. I am just using thi s 
opportunity to pl ead to fvlembers lo make 
time and go through thi s documcnl. before 
the next sitting. I will not like to get them 
complaining that we huve not got it or 
have not gone throu gh, or haw nnl seen il. 
Since it has been distr il't tted. m;tke yom 
inputs; and not on th:.t day. \ , ' Li start 
ask ing us that thi s one ~houl cl Ill' here or 
there. I am sure there i ~ no rvle nthc r th <l t 
has not got thi s doc ume ttl now. <tp<t rt from 
the hon. Member for I :nugu South (Mr 
ChukH'uegbo). who just cntert'd tlOW. So 

.;' 
854 

~ 
please take note and pl ease send one copy I 
to the hon. member fo r Enugu South (Mr 
Chuhvuegbo) so that everybody shoul d 
now go home and study thi s doc ument. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may 1 move 
that this honourabl e House do now adj ourn 
t ill 10 a.m. on Tuesday, 271

h July 2004. 

Mr C.O. Enebe: Mr Speaker. Sir, 1 ri se 
to second the Motion for adjournment that 
was moved by the Leader (Mr 
Anichukvvu) . In doing so, [ want to talk on 
the issue of Car Park. Even if we cannot 
design it and use white wash to do 
something, we can put arrow. The staff 
and other Members thi s way, and visitors 
the other way, so that when there is ri sk we 
try to detail our security. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to 

Resolved. That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 271

h July, 2004, at 10 
a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12. 30 p. m. 

Cl 

IF! 
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that the Presidency shotild plTSuacle the 
Federal and State Parastatal s. we ll, the 
output that is the prayer i~ our lll<tk ing, the 
initial ideas are from tlw ':lpottsur. we can 
make our output bette1·. 

Mr Speaker: What d, :: ou· .· t ~:c:·. ~l·1 

M r Onyeze: What I .: 1n Sc!VI II ~~ IS the~t 

we shou ld say persuad,· the Pt '<.:s iclency. 
The Presidency shoul d pcrsu:1tlc the 
Federal and Stall P<it.:tslatals , 
Comm iss ions and lnst it1 11ions to continue 
to patronize ANAMM(() (Nigl l.i mited 
henceforth, because ou1 pmyLT n1ust be 
directed to somebody. . ' lntetFIIf '!tU II.I) 

Mr CO. Enebe ( /\ wgu Nmi h): M r 
Speaker, Sir, I believe tltat in pr:tyer one 
the way to tackle it depends on tilL Federa l 
Government. She knows how to persu<tde 
o1· di rect all things withi 11 her :tulltor ity . If 
vvc go to praye r th1·ce <1 :::1in . i t l •qjitlS by 
giv ing instructi ons <llld di1·ects a ~;; i n. And 
it is serving th l' S<tme 1 • : I 'IJO ~ L· , I J 111 11ul 
comfortabl e by try ing tt l :,1scr1 1,,., :-; idencv 
now; or whatever th<t 1 is , J' ill :lteri:il 
change. It would have conll' 1111der. an 
amendment, that is Liurit l):.: deb:1 tc. attd nul 
when the Question has bl'\.·n pu i. 

Mr Speaker: l-lonou t<lble C\l ll e ~1gues , 

we are no more clebnt ing •·1 1 thi :; <iL.': ti n. 

Deputy Leader: M r Spe:tkl:r. Sir. 
think also that we a1·e no 1110re dckt ting on 
the prayers, otherw ise, 11 hen v- c ca ll on 
the Parastatals, lttst itu ti t>tlS or 
Comm issions, Mr SpeakL'I', you rL't.: all that 
it is within that place th: tl you '~''til t! h:.we 
made it clearer to us by ~· iv in ~ \ li t•: ,1 1- the 
Comm iss ions JS an cxa ttt r>l •.: L ike 
(UN DC) United Nati, .. t I J•: '.·· Iopnll't l l 

Commission now imported four hundred 
Cars outside the country. That is why we 
ta lk of Commission, Parastatals or 
Institutions. Then, the Institution is what 
we should direct. That is why we should 
call on the Federal Government and the 
State Governments to cl i 1·ect the 
Parastatals. Institut ions and Commissions. 
That is what the prayers said. It is not 
ambiguous. It is not talking specitically 
that the Federal Government and the State 
Governments should direct her Parastatals, 
Institutions and Commissions . That is what 
my clarification is all about. 
(Interruptions') 

Mr Speaker: Nol Not! Li sLen my hon. 
Colleagues, get the grammar very correct. 
That both the Federal and State 
Governments, Institutions and 
Commission should henceforth be 
directed . A re you getting me. 
(Interruptions). 

X 53 

Mr CO. Enebe: Mr Speaker. is giving 
an order. And it is too strong .. 

Deputy Leader: Are you quarrelling 
over that hencefo11h? 

Several hon. Members : Not It is over 
direct. Please explain. 

Deputy Leader: The Federal 
Government can direct and the State 
Government can direct. What I mean by 
direct is giving instruction. To pass 
instruction to do something. 

Mr Speaker: Prayer 3: That both the 
Federal and State 
Parastatals, Inst itutions and 
Commi ss ions should 
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Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker. l am in 
support of the Motion un the fol lowing 
grounds: The ANAMMCO as all of us 
know was established thrnugh peop les' ta:\ 
and the Federal Govemment and State 
Governments have shares there and these 
are tax payers' money. And here we are 
one of the States that have shareholding in 
ANAMMCO including the Federal 
Government and now we are urging them 
to patronize the company which means we 
are doing part of our duties. In this light, 
Mr Speaker, the Federal Government and 
the States, including the parastatals should 
support ANAMMCO. /\ nd like the last 
speaker has spoken, the Germ;1ny firm 
should wait in taking their entire shares to 
their country until AN AM MCO survives 
before they take their shares to their 
country, otherwise, wh<tt happened at 
Kaduna and Bauchi , may happen. I do not 
want it to happen here and that is why this 
Motion is valid. On this note, Mr Speaker, 
I move that the Question he put. 

Question, That the (jueslion be now 
put. put and agreed to. 

Main Question put anrl agreed to. 

Resolved. 
I. That this honourable House do 

call on the Federal 
Government, the th irty-six 
States of tht' Federation and 
Federal Capit <l l Territory to 
patronize ANA MMCO (Nig) 
Limited. 

2. That this Ho use condemns in 
its entirety the preference of 
foreign co untries and 

852 

compa111es for such bus 
purchases. 

3. That both the Fed era I and State 
Parastatals, Institutions and 
Commissions should hencefo11h 
be directed to patronize 
ANAMMCO instead. 

An hon. Member: Should it be 
directed or persuaded? 

Mr Speaker: It should be persuaded, 
please. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze No11h I): By 
the presidency. 

Mr Speaker: If by the Presidency, we 
should include it. 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu North) : Which 
prayer? 

Mr Speaker: The third prayer. 

Deputy Leader: Did you read the 
amendment? 

Mr Speaker: Yes, I read the 
amendment, l included it. I read the second 
prayer which they adopted and then the 
third prayer which they are now saying 
that it has to do with prayer one. And if 
you say that you are directing, whom are 
you directing and to who, who is to direct 
and to who? . .. (Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker; Who is directing who? 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, the prayer, I 
think is talking to the Policy Makers and 
that should be the Presidency. If we say 

6 
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doing someth ing to he etlg<tged 111 
production towa rd s ass isti11g hi s soc iety. 

Now what IS obtai n:Jhle 111 
ANAMMCO is sembl<lll c<.:: ol" it because 
the people who arc emplu.ved 111 
ANAMMCO, apart !'rom he ing st<liT of the 
ANAMMCO, should equ;d ly appear under 
the contract of entt·epre11curship whereby 
one thing wi II lead to the other !"or them to 
know the act of put ting together or 
assemb ling the Mercedes parts . .lust li ke 
you will tlnd out in Kaduna, mos t of the 
peop le who are speci:dists in Peugeot 
automobiles are fro m th .. : north. There is 
no magic that cou ld be :1ssoc iated with it 
other than the geograph ic;d product ivity in 
the locat ion ofthe industry. 

Now I do not want to blame til t· Fedend 
Governm ent ent i rv h because 
ANAMMCO is struclurL,i in tl 1c 11 ay th;!l 
some State G6verntt t-.: nts :1re the 
shareholders of the comp:tny; tile Fedet·;d 
Government is a shmcholder of the 
com1xmy and even some fo reig11 
compani es are sharehokk' t·s, that is, the 
parent company of ANA f\ 'lMCO is equall y 
part of the shareho lding. · 

So, now, I thin k we sho ul d sta rt from 
urging all States that are :1ssociatecl or th~1 t 

have shareholding with the AN!-\ MMCO 
company to elevate till' statu s of the 
company economi cally bdore the Federa l 
Government can now Cllllle in. !\ noth e1· 
pertinent point to reall y 11ote is lhat it is 
true that ANAMMCO is witnessing some 
diftlcult ies but j ust like 1l1e hon . Memhn 
tot· Awgu Nonh (Mt l: 11 .·heJ pointed out 
that 1.vl1en the go ing wa~ .~ood. ;tpill't h om 
turning the ir deaf ears in ass ist ing the 
comimmity they fail ed l<. l l·ind themsel ves 

X5 1 

111 some social infrastructures or 
enterta in ment faci li ties that they ought to 
have provi ded. 

The pt·ob lem in ANAMMCO from the 
enq uiries I made since thi s Motion was 
served on me was that ANAMMCO was 
making a lot of gains but the problem they 
have is that there is a kind of diversion or 
siphoning of profits made by the company 
to the parent firm abroad: that was the 
major prob lem. It is not as if the people 
there are i Ill beci le, that they cannot put one 
or two together to make protlt, you cannot 
tell us that all the days of Mass Trans it, 
everything that they earned ended up in 
servic ing vvo rkers salary; it is not true. 

The problem is that, apart from the 
natural pt·ob lem they are hav ing because of 
economi c hardsh ip, they also divert the 
funds or the dividends they make and it 
appears to me that they do not even declare 
di vidends. you know, in good faith. 

So, I <l lll using this opportunity to call 
on the m(l nagement of ANAMMCO to 
really try and re-invest whatever profit 
they make in ANAMMCO to the country 
they found themselves and take their 
normal di vi dends as the case may be. 

So, hav ing sa id that, it is my th inking 
Mr Speaker, that this House should really 
support this Motion and go ahead and 
appeal to the vari ous States that have 
shareholding with the tlrm as we ll as the 
Federal Government and advise 
particularl y the parent company abroad 
through thcit· Agent in the ANAMMCO to 
desist fmm the leve l with which they 
siphon prolits or other dividends made by 
the compan v. Thank you, very much. 
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; have interest in AN A tvi MCO. They al so 
;. benetit economically from the services of 

this company. Recentl y, I have been 
di shea rtened to hear abou t retrenchment of 
our youths. W hy should it be at this point, 
when we are saying that poverty is gett ing 
to be erad icated in our soc it'ly. It gave me 
seri ous concern that AN 1\ M M CO. instead 
of J-o rging ahead to ~1c l · n 1 11modate more 
people. more schoo l lc:1vers, more 
profess ionals into th L· tec hnological 
development of thi s · country, rather, 
everyday in and out, peopl e are sent home, 
that the company is dying and that the 
company is not surviv ing. 

So I am rea ll y not comfurtah le with all 
these statements. In til L: li 1·sr place, the 

. Pepgeot automobile is stmioned in the 
N orth. It is not that Peugeot products are 
better than Mercedes Benz of 
ANAMMCO. I beli eve that something is 
wrong somewhere. T hiit is why thi s 
Motion is very timely. Mr Speaker. I 
be li eve that if th is M ot ion is passed by thi s 
House the company wi ll L' VC I1tU ~1 11 y get the 
pn tronage expected by it !'rom the Federa l 
~lll d State govemi11ents ~ 11 1 d even . the 
indi v id uals themsel ves. 

At the end, if the company is rev ived, it 
w ill be a cred it to Enugu ~tate House of 

A ssembly and the comp~lll) will stand to 
se nd commendations to tiH:- hon M embers. 
T he result is based on the Motion 
presented by the Deput v l_eader of the 

;. House (Mr Anikvve) If it is <J B i ll , it could 
be call ed an impact Bi ll . It is a very high 
impact Motion. 1 have no al te rnative than 
to request my hon. Co lleagues to give a 
fa vomable considerat ion to the Motion, so 
th Jt at the end we w ill bL· ab le to say that 
we ha ve done our . poss ihk best to make 

sure t h~1t ANAMMCO stands and other 
manufacturing companies w i II come along 
not to exterminate the ones that are already 
in existence. 

So, M r Speaker, Sir, I believe that i f 
thi s Mot ion is given the required passage 
by th i ~. House, it might have gone a long 
way t<' make Enugu State ex ist. it w ill 
eve n he lp the en ti re country to Io rge 
ahead. I hank you, Sir. 

Chief W hip: I have ri sen to ali gn 
myself w ith the speeches made by the 
previous Speakers. In the i~ rst insta nce, it 
is my 1h ink ing that what is obta inable in 
the nm tilern part of the country in K aduna 
as it I'(Tta ins to automobil e industry is 
app li c~ih le here as it re lates to M ercedes or 
automob ile company in Enugu State. A nd 
the essence of try ing to pray that thi s 
company be elevated or rather rega in its 
economic empowerment, you know. stems 
f rom s,:veral reasoni ngs . 

R:iO 

In 1ile tlrst instance, the Federal 
Govem111ent, at present is anchoring on the 
N igeri :111 Economic Empowerment 
Progra111 me and which virtually all the 
States in the Federation w ill really ali gn 
themse I ves. but it is unfo rtunate that there 
is no 1\ <IY we can encourage pmclucti vity il' 
such a gigant ic company is not supported 
by the l 'edera l Govern ment and the States 
th at l\l lls titute share holding fac ili t ies of 
the ve ry finn. Now, the whole world is 
drivi ng towards economic 
entrepreneurship whereby people can be 
producti ve. In fact, the truth of the matte r 
is that ninety percent of the ent ire country 
is not 1xoductive . Product ivity in the rea l 
sense 111eans that somebody has to be 

... / (' 
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section and find out if their products ally 
with other products of this age. 

Secondly, l am not comforiable with 
the way ANAMMCO has operated since 
they came into business in Enugu. In 
business there is what is called social 
responsibility. Even in sponsoring of our 
primary schools games. They have not 
contributed in any way to better the lives 
of the people of the State. They have not 
contributed in the support of Rangers 
Football Club. Apari from employment, a 
company as big as ANAMMCO should 
have made an impact even in funding or 
supporting Enugu Rangers Football Club. 
They have not come to support any of the 
State economic endeavours. 

I am fearing that this company may be 
indulging in undue money transfer to her 
parent body. Otherwise, the money they 
have made over the Mass Transit 
Programmes is enough for ANAMMCO to 
make the company stand firm. I believe 
that by the time the House passes this 
motion, I hope that all the stakeholders 
being called upon will listen to the House 
and patronize ANAMMCO. I still want to 
ask ANAMMCO that when they are being 
patronized they should try to give a 
helping hand to the society. Thank you, 
Sir. 

Leader: Mr Speaker Sir, I believe in 
what the hon. Member for Awgu Norih 
(Mr Enebe) has said. I believe it is one 
thing after the other. The issue now is let 
ANAMMCO survive. 

Mr Speaker: Honomable Colleagues 
even when ANAMMCO was doing well, 
even when they were being patronized in 

those days they have not done something 
to certify that they were having a nice day. 

Leader: Mr Speaker Sir, I understand 
probably they were not reminded of their 
social respons ibility at that time. Mr 
Speaker Sir, are you now reminding them 
when they are almost down? I hope that 
you understand my statement. As at then, 
we were all in Enugu State but they were 
not reminded . 

Mr Speaker: I still maintain that when 
the going was good ANAMMCO never 
remembered anybody. ln as much as I am 
in total support of this Motion, I am 
equally asking that if this Motion is 
actualized , ANAMMCO should try to turn 
a new leaf 

849 

Leader: Mr Speaker Sir, I understand 
all you have said . This advice wi II come 
up again after ANAMMCO has survived. 
So this Motion is very sensitive, and I have 
risen to give my suppori to this very 
motion because a number of actors are 
involved in the issue. I was here, among 
other hon. Members, when the Hon. 
Speaker led the hon. Members on a visit to 
ANAMMCO; we were able to find out the 
serious situations existing there. One thing 
came into my mind, if the only giant 
company sited in Eastern Nigeria, Enugu 
State was able to survive during the 
military era, why should it die during this 
democratic period. Not only that, there are 
lots of other factors involved, other 
economic values that all the States will 
come, not only Enugu State will come to 
patronize ANAMMCO. 

The Federal government and all the 
State governments in the southern areas 
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those buses . I do not know; the Federal 
Government is the driver of the economy, 
dictating to passengers wherever it wants 
to take them to. 

It is like somebody is telling you: enter 
this bus, it is going to Abuja, then you find 
yourself in Lagos. The Federal 
Government is driving in opposite 
direction as far as encouraging local 
industries is concerned . 

So, I do not see any other way the 
Federal Government could have 
encouraged automobile industries than that 
singular oppOiiunity during the All Africa 
Games. If the money that were sent out to 
impo1i buses from foreign countries has 
been used in ANAMMCO, thousands of 
Nigerian workers there would have 
retained their jobs and may be driving cars 
and living in better houses now. So, this is 
a very timely call. 

When President Obasanjo was Head of 
State as a Military ruler, he was riding 
Peugeot just to encourage the use of PAN 
at Kaduna, but today as a ci vilian 
President, it is ironical that the Federal 
Government is importing those things 
which we can produce even here in Enugu. 
So, this is a very timely Motion, and 
particularly the Federal Government; if the 
dri ver is taking the passengers to a wrong 
destination, there is no option, you have 
entered the bus, you cannot go and fight 
the dri ver. 

So, Mr Speaker, · what I am trying to 
say is that the ball is in the court of the 
Federal Government to lead by example. 
The Federal Government must lead by 
example, if they want ANAMMCO to 

survive let them make a policy. They want 
Dangote cement factory to survive, and 
said, do not bring solid cement to Nigeria 
again, and we were buying a bag of 
cement for six hundred Naira (N600) few 
months ago, and today we are buying it at 
one thousand Naira (N I ,000) and we still 
abuse it. 

X48 

So, if they want ANAMMCO to 
survive, it is only the Federal Government 
that can do it. Let them initiate a policy 
that will prohibit the impOiiation of those 
things that we can produce here, 
particularly the buses at ANAMMCO. 
That is my contribution Mr Speaker. 
Thank you. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
risen to contribute to this Motion. I am in 
support of this motion. The law to help 
ANAMMCO stand firmly as a motor 
manufacturing company cannot be over 
emphasized. We believe that if 
AN AMMCO becomes profitable that our 
sons and daughters wi II be gainfully 
employed and their business will equally 
boom. In line with my own thinking, I am 
suggesting we should help ANAMMCO in 
thi s direction because I would have liked if 
our motion would have centred as an 
advise to ANAMMCO. If we look at their 
pricing, then we should think on what they 
can do about the place in terms of 
manpower development and technology. 
Probably, something may be lacking it 
may not just be the issue of patronage that 
is the problem, so that by the time the 
Hous.e may finish with the Motion, we 
would have channeled to them the 
observations of the House. This will help 
ANAMMCO to look at their production 
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of the House in line with Order 25 and not 
to suspend it. 

Let me tell us one story, during the last 
administration, there was a Motion 
brought up by Hon. Okpara from Awgu 
South Constituency. Incidentally the hon . 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) 
appeared, not to be opposing, but was 
trying to find a loophole to nail Hon. 
Okpara. Eventually, I told Hon. Okpara to 
present that Motion under privilege, but he 
refused and sought for the suspension of 
Order 25 to enable him come up with that 
Motion. Immediately the Motion was 
carried, the hon. Member for Awgu North 
(Mr Enebe) rose and drew the attention of 
the House to the suspension of the Order, 
and Hon. Okpara's Motion could not 
proceed on that day, which was true and it 
was carried . 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, noted I 

Chief Whip: Information. Mr Speaker, 
the information is that working in line 
with Order 25 ; it says that it has to be with 
the consent of the Speaker and the general 
assent of the Members. So, if a single 
Member says No, then it nullifies it 
because the objective word there is 
general and none yet absent. 

Mr Speaker: Order! The reason why I 
did not want to oppose that information is 
that the information is not too contentious. 
If it has something to do with the House 
and, of course, we believe that it has some 
effect on the House, we have the right to 
say "NO" and we often say it. What we do 
is to call for a division. 

Mr Obidinma : Mr Speaker, we are 
pursuing shadow for now. 

Mr Speaker: General assent does not 
mean that every Member on the Floor of 
the House has to say Aye. 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, in law, the 
judges say whatever a law can be; the 
Judges no lawyers , decide what the law is. 
So, as the Speaker, you can say what 
happens there. 

M r Speaker: ls the hon. Member for 
Oji River (Mr Obidinma) a lawyer? 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, l am 
stati ng the law. Let me summarize. 

Mr Speaker: Go ahead. 

847 

Mr Obidinma : Mr Speaker, 1 think I 
have said enough. (Laughter). So, I urge 
this honourable House to support the 
Motion, thank you very much. 

Mr M.O. Onyeze (lgboeze Notih 1): 
Mr Speaker, I rise to support the Motion 
being moved by the Deputy Leader of the 
House, that the House calls on the Federal 
Government and the State Governments to 
continue to patronize ANAMMCO (N ig) 
Limited. 

It is really an irony that while the 
Federal Government is preaching reforms 
and encouragement of local industries, it is 
practising low produce. For example, 
during the All Africa Games, the 'Federal 
Government spent bi II ions upon bi II ions of 
Naira importing buses, BMW, from 
fo reign countries, whil e ANAMMCO is 
there. It was in a position to supply all 
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Mr Speaker: Ok. Let the motion be 
seconded. Suspension is in order, then if it 
is carri ed we go ahead . .. . 

Mrs C. Eneh (Ud i South): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I ri se to second the Motion that was 
moved by the hon. Member for Oji Ri ver 
(Mr Obidinma), that order 25 of this 
honourable House be suspended to enable 
him come up with hi s proposed 
amendment in prayer one. Thank you. 

Question put and agrer:d to 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, may I 
move that the amendment should read 
thus: That this honourable House do call 
on the Federal Government and the 36 
States of the Federation including the 
Federal Capital Territory to patronize 
ANAMMCO (Nig) Limited. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, I stand 
to second the amendment as proposed by 
the hon. Member for Oji River (Mr 
Obidinma). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That prayer one of the 
Motion reads thus: That th is honourable 
House do call on the Federal Government 
and the 36 States of the Federation 
including the Federal Capital Territory to 
patronize ANAMMCO (Nig) Limited. 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
said earlier that after the Question has 
been put and agreed to, that I will continue 
with contribution in support of the Motion. 
Like we have said earl ier, that it is 
important that we support the call being 
made · to the Nigerian President and the 

./ 

Governors to patroni ze the Anambra 
Motor Manufacturing Company (Nig) 
Lim ited. 

Mr Speaker, ap~ui from that, 
patronizing ANAMMCO will mean a 
boom to the people of Enugu State because 
they wi ll go into capacity utili zation 
thereby emp loy ing more hands in the 
State, and the people they wi ll employ will 
spend their money in the same State. 
Therefore, it wi II . . . (interruptions). M r 
Speaker, do I have your protection? 
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Mr Speaker: The hon . Member fo r Oji 
Ri ver (Mr Obidinma) is protected, but 
whenever we are trying to suspend the 
Rule, we should not be in a hurry, and I 
continue to appeal to hon. Members to try 
to sit. down on the sitting day, so that even 
if we stay up to five hours, nobody should 
be in a hurry. When we go back to our 
various offices or at our own time, we look 
at all these Rules. 

Mr Obidinma: Noted, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: From what the hon. 
Member for Oji River has done now, but I 
am goi ng to ignore it, because it will entail 
hi s re-presenting that amendment for he is 
supposed to invoke Order 25 instead of 
suspending it. 

Mr Onoh: He can still invoke it now 
(laughter), because I invoked it the other 
day. (Prolonged laughter) . 

Mr Speaker: Order' For the purpose of 
another time, if we look at that Order 25, 
what we now do is to move a Motion in 
line with Order 25. That is, we seek leave 
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Mr J. Obidinma: So, Mr Speaker, 
have you ignored my prayers? 

Mr Speaker: No. Just go on and 
support the Motion because you are the 
Seconder of thi s Motion, you shou ld go 
ahead and make your contributions and 
leave the prayers as they are. 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, Si r, they 
are trying to change your mind. 

Mr Speaker: No. My changing my 
mind is on the principle or on the rul e of 
Law or Order of the House 
(In terruption.s). 

Mr J.U. Onoh (Enugu Norih): Mr 
Speaker; Sir, my question is that, can any 
hon. Member outside the Seconder move 
for amendment in any of the prayers? 
Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Why? What have you 
done? 

Mr Onoh : Mr Speaker, Sir, the crime I 
observed is that he seconded the Motion. 

Mr Speaker: No. No, it is not true. 
The hon. Member for Awgu Norih (Mr 
Enebe) should pl ease go on. 

Mr Enebe: Thank you Mr Speaker, I 
want us to look at Order 25 and see if it 
can help us. It says Notice shall not be 
dispensed with in case of a Motion in 
respect of any other proceeding for which 
notice is required except with the consent 
of Mr Speaker and the general assent of 
the Members present. That is the area we 
are quarreling about. So Mr Speaker if you 
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give the consent and Members followed it 
and accept it then we can take it. 

Mr Speaker: Ok. You see, let me tell 
you that what we are doing here is based 
on Rules of the House. So 1 don 't just 
wake up and do something because I have 
the power to do that. If you have superi or 
argument now that it has been resolved 
with Order 25, I wi II not allow you to st i II 
have the debate on thi s, I would have 
given my own bless ing. If the Members 
say yes, he wi ll go ahead and present hi s 
Motion for the amendment. (Laughter). 

Mr Obid inma: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
seek leave of this honourable House to 
suspend Rule No. 25 of this House to 
enable me move a Motion on amendment 
to prayer one to read thus . 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for Oj i 
Ri ver (Mr Obidinma) shou ld go ahead and 
read the amendment. . . . (Interrup tions) 

Mr Obid inma: Thank you Mr Speaker, 
Sir; to read that, I mean, prayer one . ... 
(Interruptions) 

Several hon. Members: Mr Speaker, it 
is not correct it must be seconded. 

Mr Speaker: Please listen, what do 
you want to second; is it order 25? 
(In terruptions). 

Several hon. Members : The 
suspension of order 25. . . . (Prolonged 
interruptions) 
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we still nail the hon. Member for Oji River 
(Mr Obidinma) (Interruptions) . 

Several bon. Members: Yes it is the 
process, go down and read that following. 
We are learning. 

Mr Speaker: Okay let me go down we 
are making progress. And 
(Interruptions) . 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, my 
question is since all of us are here for 
learning, there is nothing like sentiment in 
thi s matter. It is either we accept the due 
process or we do not. And if we do not, 
that is the end, because we are learning. In 
the Rules, do we have any provision for 
exemption of any part of the Rule in this 
matter? That is what I want to know. 
Again, assuming that the Motion is on 
Notice and somebody has fundamental 
amendment to make, is there any 
provision that will allow that? Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Well, the Rules are for 
all of us and everybody is supposed to be 
very conversant with the Rules. If you 
ha ve any observation you can rai se it. lf 
we go through it and it is correct we can 
go ahead and suspend it and give room for 
the amendment to come. 

Mr J. Obidinma: Mr Speaker, Sir, like 
I have said earlier that you are the Leader 
of this House. There is no need to have 
any issue with you or to join any issue 
with you. So what you have stated is right. 
(interruptions) (laughter). 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
let us agree that we are all here for 
learning. And let us agree that nobody is 

./ 

above mistakes. Please li sten, 
coming .... (Interruptions) 

am 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, sorry, my 
information is that if you would not allow 
him to make this amendment . . . my 
pos ition is that our deci sion is based on the 
Rules, not on sentiments. Let us come to 
the point of the Law and face the truth. 
(I nterruplions). 
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Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, rule 19 
says; unless the standing orders othervvise 
directs . ... lt is where we are going to use 
otherwise. We are going to otherwise 
direct now. So we stood on otherwise 
direct. We will look to other rules and 
otherwise direct ... (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members 
you see if we go by the comment or the 
speech made by the hon Member for 
Awgu N01ih (Mr Enebe) that unless we are 
able to accommodate that whatever we are 
go ing to do has to do with the rule of the 
House. Are we together? 

Several hon. Members: We are 
together, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Does the hon. Member 
fo r Awgu North (Mr Enebe) have any 
other thing he wants to add in what he has 
said, or do 1 go ahead? 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, go ahead. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
let us believe that at this point in time we 
cannot go ahead and accept any 
amendment. Let us choose one. 
(Interruptions) . 

- .-
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Mr Speaker: No' No' Let us look at 
the Rule . 

Mr Obidinma: No! No! Mr Speaker, 
you are the Leader of the House, even if 
we go there you are sti II the Leader of the 
House, you have the ri ght to effect a 
change. You are the Leader ofthe House. 

Mr Speaker: I read: 
'Ru les No. 20( I) - Where under any 
Standing Order (or the practice of the 
House) notice of motions or 
amendments is required. such notice 
shalf be given on a day on which the 
house is sitting by being handed in at 
the Table. or by being received at the 
office of the Clerk within the hours 
prescribed by Mr .)peaker for the 
pwposes when the House is not 
sitting. ' 

Is that clear. Okay. 

Mr Obidinma: You are the Leader of 
the House. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): 
Information! Please, I do not think that at 
this point in time that there is need to 
aml:ncl our Rul es since the hon. Member 
for Oj i River (Mr Obidinma) has not 
presented · his amendment before the 
commencement of the business of the 
House .. .. (Interruption::,). 

Mr Obidinma: How does the hon. 
Member for Enugu East II (Mr Us ... rwu) 
know'? Sit down. 

Mr Speaker: Order! Does the hon. 
Member for Oji River (Mr Obidinma) not 
know · he is insulting the House? A 

., 
Member who is airing hi s view.., he IS 

telling to sit down. 

Mr Ugwu : Mr Speaker.., pardon him, he 
is not with himself this morning. . . . 
(Laughter). 

Mr J.U. Onoh (Enugu No1ih): Mr 
Speaker, the two of them have committed 
offence by the hon. Member for Enugu 
East II (Mr Ugv,·u) eq ually saying that the 
hon. Member for Oji Ri ver (Mr Obiclinma) 
was not with himse lf this morning .... 
(Laughter). 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II ): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in addition to rule 20, if we 
go back to rule 19 it says unless the 
Standing Orders otherwise direct. notice 
shalf be given of any Motion or 
amendment which it is proposed to move 
with the exception of the following: So he 
has not given any notice at all of his 
amendment so I do not think it is 
necessary . . . . (Intei-ruptiom). 

Several hon Members: Mr Speaker let 
him read down the following' 

843 

Mr Speaker: Honourabl e Members, let 
me te ll you if yo u ask him to go down and 
read down to the last you wi II st i II see that 
what he is saying is correct. 
(Interrupti om) . 

An hon. Members : Mr Speaker, we 
will welcome that because we have 
corrected one I i ne and about 
(Interruption::,). 

Mr Speaker: No. No, if you want me 
to go down and read it l will go down and 
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a Motion that we must have discussed 
with 1 he Mover of the Motion to have 
agreed with him to support him. And I 
think if somebody has an amendment to 
make it should not be the Seconder of the 
Motion . ... (Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Well, please listen. In the 
first place, let me start with the fact that 
the Motion is on notice and I do not even 
know whether the hon. Member for Oji 
River (Mr Obidinma) has the Order Paper? 
If he has, this Motion is not on Urgent 
Public Importance but for the mere fact 
that this Motion is in the Order Paper 
shows that the Motion is on notice. 
However, even if it were on Urgent Public 
Importance we treat it as an urgent public 
importance. Not because atimes we allow 
Members to have ideas. otherwise if it 
were on Urgent Public Importance, he is 
not going to distribute it, the Mover goes 
with a copy and probably gives the 
Speaker a copy . .. (Jnterrupriom) 

Order! So, the Rule say if you have an 
amendment on a Motion on notice, you 
should forward same amendment to . the 
Speaker before the commencement of any 
given day of the House business. But in 
thi s case, 1 am just getting this now just 
now which means I have not even made 
use of it, unless it stands otherwise .. . 
(Interruptiom) 

Mr Obidinma: How? 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me, I am coming. 
Just like the hon. Member for Awgu North 
(Mr Enebe) said, let us believe that we are 
on learning process, otherwise if you go 
through the Rules of the House this 
document can never be accepted by me. 
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And more importantl y, just like the hon. 
Chief Whip emphas ized that if you are 
seconding a Motion you must have the 
knowledge or rather the back-ground of 
the Motion ... (Interruptions) 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, where do 
you have that decision , point it out? It is 
not so, it does not really mean so . Can you 
quote that decision? I do not believe so. 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Order! Excuse mel 
Excuse me! The hon Member for Oji River 
(Mr Obidinma) should sit down, please. 
You see, he said he does not believe, that 
is the problem we are having. The problem 
we have is that Members do not have the 
time to read the Order Paper. Secondly, 1 
do not know whether he looked at the 
Order Paper at all, if he did, he would have 
seen that this is in order. You see, if one 
are seconding a Motion, it is not just 
seconding a Mot ion, it is an agreement 
outside the Chambers with the Mover of 
the Motion and one must have the idea of 
what the Motion is all about. 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Obidinma: Where is it here in our 
Rule? 

Mr Speaker: Please, can you look at 
Rule 20. Let me read it, because since you 
want argument, let us argue it. 1f 1 do not 
want to argue it, I will just say, let us over 
look it because a Leader has a leading 
process and let us go ahead. 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, you are 
the Leader of the House. 



1681 
Enugu State House ofAssembly Debates 

22 July. 2004 1682 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oj i River) : Thank 
you Mr Speaker, I am standing to give my 
support to this Motion moved by the 
Leader of thi s honourable House. Mr 
Speaker, l am supporting this Motion 
because it is a step towards furtherance of 
the course of the President in the 
advancement of the states towards 
recognizing Nigerian home-made goods. 

Mr Speaker, you can see our President 
and our Governor championing the 
support of Nigerian home-made goods 
especial ly in the area of wears and other 
items in the country. So, patronage of 
Anambra Motor Manufacturing Company 
(ANAMMCO) means a boost in this 
regard, Mr Speaker. 

However, Mr Speaker, may I please 
move a Motion fo r an amendment on 
prayer one before I continue my 
contribution to the Motion 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: No' No' Please, yousee 
this Motion is on notice .. . (Interruptions) 

Mr Obidinma: It is not. 

Several hon. Members: 1t is on notice. 

Mr Obidinma : No' It is not, I am 
telling you for sure, I got it today . .. 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Well , I call tell you that 
this Motion I got it last week. You know, 
we want to have a second thought on this 
Motion, we better say no. so let us leave it 
for today . .. . (Interruption.\) 
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Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu North): 
Information! Mr Speaker, my information 
is that even if a Motion is on notice we can 
seek the leave of the House to suspend the 
Rule 25 so as to make amendment. Let us 
understand that we are on learning process. 
... (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me' Excuse me! 
The hon. Member for Awgu North (Mr 
Enebe) should realize we have a procedure 
for amendment. The procedure is that if a 
Motion is on Notice, the proposer of that 
Motion should forward the amendment to 
the Speaker before any given day of the 
House Business. I do not know what is 
contained in the Rule that somebody can 
just wake up and say that we can suspend 
the Rule while the Motion is on notice and 
it is in the Order Paper. ... (Interruptions) 

Mr Obidinma: Please, let me help you, 
Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker : No! No! Please, do not 
he! p me, I do not need the he I p of the hon. 
Member for Oji River (Mr Obidinma). Let 
us believe that we should do something in 
a due process ... . (Interruptions) 

Chief Whip: Information! Mr Speaker, 
my information is that it could have been 
necessary to etfect this change or rather an 
amendment but what made the case of hon. 
Member for Oji River (Mr Obidinma) 
worse is that he is the Seconder of this 
Motion .... (Interruptions) 

Several hon. Members: He is the 
Seconder of the Motion. 

Chief Whip: Please, listen, let me tell 
you, it presupposes that before we support 
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draw the attention of both the Federal and 
the thirty-six State Governments to 
patronize the ANAMMCO Nigeria 
Limited. This patronage is primarily 
centred on massive purchase of her motor 
products. As the most outstanding 
Automotive industry in this country, it will 
be an irony that most state governments 
and some major Federal Government 
lnstitutions/Paratatals or Commissions 
would prefer some foreign companies 
instead. A situation where Brazil, 
Germany, Egypt, for instance, would be 
preferred is a practical negation of the 
policy that charity begins at home. 

Mr Speaker and hon. Colleagues , it IS 

both an eye-sore and disheartening when 
one visits this famous automotive industry 
in this part of the country reflecting near 
total collapse. It is a fact that ANAMMCO 
products stand out as the best in motor 
transport. Do we talk of the unbeatable 
Me1·cedes products of all cadres or do we 
talk of the durable spare-pa11s. As the road 
masters as they are commonly called, the 
Mercedes Benz products have very long 
life period. 

Mr Speaker Sir, it is a known fact that 
the ANAMMCO Nigeria Ltd. , is jointly 
owned by the Federal/State Governments 
as well as some notable foreign companies 
and individuals. Any attempt at privatizing 
this company will spell doom to the now 
economic agenda of our government. A 
move towards the patronization of this 
company wi II guarantee stable motor 
transport system. It will also ensure 
maintenance culture in all the depatiments 
ofthe company. 

A company with initial more than two 
thousand staff strength is presently 
operating with less than six hundred staff. 
The indication of this, goes to show that 
we can now allow ANAMMCO to die and 
perhaps the next wi II be the Peugeot 
automotive industry in Kaduna. 

Mr Speaker and hon Colleagues, last 
year, the Lagos State government decided 
to introduce a state transport system that 
wi II guarantee enough buses on her roads. 
This will go a long way towards enhancing 
the economic life of the inhabitants. With 
this , the issue of these scraps on our roads 
will give way to a more decent transport 
system and will even add colour to the 
aesthetic beauty of the state, as well as 
providing jobs to the area boys. Other 
State of the Federation should take a cue 
from Lagos and patronize the excellent 
products of ANAMMCO Nigeria Limited. 

Mr Speaker Sir, it is the view of the 
afore-said points and facts that I pray this 
honourable House to resolve as follows: -

I. That this honourable House do 
call on the thirty six State 
Governments to patronize 
ANAMMCO (Nig) Limited. 

2. That this House condemns, in 
its entirety, the preference of 
foreign countries and 
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companies for such bus 
purchases. 

3. That both the Federal and State 
Parastatals, institutions and 
commissions should henceforth 
be directed to patronize 
ANAMMCO instead. 

Be it moved and it is hereby moved . 

- ' 
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into a thorough legislative scrutiny and x­
rayed all the sections of the Bill with the 
purpose of coming out with amendments 
that will ensure good governance to the 
people of Enugu State and also stand the 
test of time especially in the 
environmental sector. 

During the Committee work, we were 
able to organise a very fruitful pub! ic 
hearing that attracted the members of the 
pub! ic, the press, non-governmental 
organi sations and other professional 
bodies. 

A I so, the Hon. Commissioner for 
Envi ronment and the StatT of Enugu State 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(ENSEPA) were present for certain 
clarifications and inputs too. The Joint 
Committees in its series of sittings and 
deliberations had interviews with the 
members of the public and also received 
memoranda. 

From the objective and useful 
contributions made by the public, the 
Committee members and the hon. 
Members during the first and the second 
readings of the Bill, the Members of the 
Committee were able to make some 
amendments and it is hereby attached. 
Thank you . 

Mr Speaker: Please give the Clerk of 
the House a copy. 

Leader (Mr J Anichukl11u) : Mr 
Speaker Sir, may I move that the Report 
from the Joint Committee on 
Environmental Management and Judiciary 
before the House be accepted for 
consideration at a later date to be 

determined by the Rules and Business 
Committee ofthe House. 

Mr F.C. Onah (Nsukka West): Thank 
you Mr Speaker, I have risen to second the 
Motion as moved by the Leader of the 
House. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

PATRONIZING ANAMBRA MOTOR 
MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

(ANAMMCO) NIGERIA LIMITED 

That this Honourable House do call on 
the thi11y-six State Governments to 
Patronize ANAMMCO NIG. Limited by 
Purchasing Her Products. 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikvve) . Mr 
Speaker Sir, may I move a Motion 
standing in my name that this Honourable 
House do call on the thirty six State 
Governments to patronize Anambra Motor 
Manufacturing Company (ANAMMCO) 
Nigeria Limited by Purchasing her Motor 
Products. 

Mr J.C. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion as moved by the Deputy Leader of 
the House (Mr Anikwe). 

Deputy Leader: Thank you Mr 
Speaker, may I move that this House do 
call on the thirty-six State Governments to 
patronize ANAMMCO Nigeria Limited by 
purchasing her Motor Products. 

Mr Speaker Sir, hon. Colleagues, it has 
become pertinent at this point in time to 
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Votes and Proceedings No. 14 of 
Thursday 15117 July . 2004 accordingly 
adopted. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

Report from Joint Committees on 
Petroleum Resources and 
Environmental Management; and 
Judiciary, Public Petitions, Eth ics 
and Privileges on the Enugu State 
Waste Management Authority 
Bill , No.8 , 2004. 

Chairman Joint Committee (Mr J 
Obidinma). Mr Speaker, Sir, this Bill was 
committed to the Joint Committee three 
weeks ago, and since then the Committee 
has been working very assiduously to get 
these things done correctly. We had public 
sittings, received memoranda from various 
persons, and at the end of the day Mr 
Speaker, we are able to report out as 
follmvs : Section 2 (fnlerrupt ions) 

paragraph 18 line one, after Governor 
means Governor, insert of Enugu and 
delete the thus: Governor means Governor 
of Enugu State. 

Mr Speaker: Order' Where is the 
Chairman (Mr Obidinma) reading? 

Chairman Joint Committee: Mr 
Speaker, I have addressed the House. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe). How 
did the hon. Member for Oji River jump to 
that place? 

Mr Speaker: 0! No! But he said here, 
Report of Joint Committees, and so on; 
sequel to the mandate He did not give 
us these information. 
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Chairman Joint Committee: I have 
said that Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: I did not hear him . 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) He has 
summarized it. 

Mr Speaker: Summarised what? No! 
He has to give us the run down. This is the 
dividend of his work. The other aspect is 
the amendment he made, and he is not 
even supposed to read that on the Floor of 
the House. He should just read the first 
page, that is the address, and hand over the 
document to the Clerk. Then the Leader 
wil l move that we accept the Report, and 
we move on. It is only when we go into the 
Committee of the Whole House that we 
consider his proposed amendments. 

Chairman Joint Committee: Mr 
Speaker, Sir, noted Mr Speaker. 

REPORT OF THE JOINT 
COMMITTEES ON 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
AND JUDICIARY ON A BILL FOR A 

LAW TO DISSOLVE THE ENUGU 
STATE ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION AGENCY AND TO 
ESTABLISH THE ENUGU STATE 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 
AUTHORITY AND OTHER 
MATTERS CONNECTED 

THEREWITH, BILL NO. 8, 2004 

Sequel to the mandate given to the Joint 
Comm ittees on Environmental 
Management and Judiciary sometime ago 
by the honourable Speaker, to critically 
exam1ne the aforementioned Bill , the 
Members of the Joint Committees went 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIG ERIA 

Thursday. 22"'1 July. 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
before us are the Votes and Proceedings 
No. 14 dated 15th July, 2004. I have gone 
through them and to the best of my 
knowledge, they are correct. However, I 
call for your comments. Thank yo u. 

Mr O.C. Nnamani (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, it happened that J was not 
physically present at our last sitting, but I 
have to contribute to this Votes and 
Proceedings. I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings, and I am not 
comfortable with the announcement No.4 
because it is not going to go well with me 
and my Constituency. 

l believe that we are one family here 
and a lot of these things should not come 
up in the Chambers, and even if it will 
come up, it wi II not form pati of our 
deliberation. On that basis, I move that 
announcement No. 4 be expunged. That is 
my observation. Thank you. 

Mr J. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, hon. Colleagues, I rise to second 
that Motion. 

Mr Speaker: Order! What is the bon. 
Member for Enugu North (Mr Onoh) 
seconding? (Laugh rer) . 

~;37 

Mr Onoh: Mr Speaker, that Motion 
moved by the hon. Member for Nkanu 
West (Mr Nnamani) (Laughter) 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order!! The bon. 
Member for Nkanu West has only made 
his observation. Motion is not allowed yet, 
and what we can do is that having 
observed it, it is left for me to give the 
Clerks-at-Table directives on what to do. It 
does not require any Motion. May any 
other Members who have observations 
make them. 

If there is no other observation, I say 
that the announcement observed by the 
hon. Member for Nkanu West (Mr 
Nnamani) was made by me, and having 
raised a kind of objection, I appreciate the 
hon. Member's predicament and I clearly 
understood him very well, because he 
talked about family. On the strength of that 
may I request that the announcement No. 4 
be expunged; Clerks-at-Table, take note. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker, thank you, I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings and 
they are correct. I, therefore, move for the 
adoption. Thank you. 

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second that 
Motion. Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to. 
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venue IS the Conference Hall, Enu gu 
Stole House or ASSt'lllbly Complex. 

· ln depenclence Layout l~ nugu. Every 

Member is expected t\ l subm .it hi s/her 
men10r811Ciu m lu the \ 'cimmittee. The 
gcne 1·<1l public oncl Si:1lf .are equclil y 
e.xpc:~Lecl to subm it any inpu t they have 

made. 

Meetin~ 

The lluusc l\.>llllllil t, '-' un l ~: co num ic 
I 

Dl'l'c l(l J11l1Cill. C iv il Se1 ·. icc <llld Lahou1· 

I ·11 1· I. 1· . I I , 111 
IV alter WI meet as u 1·.>1\·S: ·r 1c ay . .) 

July 2004 at the Cho il'lmn·s ofl~ce. 

Subm ission o1 Forms 

Ple~1se , we might 1wt have time to 

di sc uss again 8bou l the forms. 
IIUII,,lll't~ble IVIcmbc l·s sl1 uuld submit 
their form s to me latest .2 ·p.m. because I 

have to d ispatch them today. We are 
adjouming till Tllll rS(/ :1)· ne :-.: t wee k 

beC<lu se it is most like !\ lh<ll we wi ll be 

go ing to Ab uj·<L. 

,.,n those nf u::. w!;u ;u·c l'oml oi' 

1 • tm vft ling nut uf f;:nu .c• u' if anybody 
t1·ovel s out ol· Enugu an ll it h<1ppens that 

he is required hc1·c, I du I!Ul k11uw where 

to commun icate him; <lilcl eve rythin g IS 

cl one <1S a group <11Tangel l lt nl. 

Launchi1 g 

Ple<ISe, on the rising (ll' the House, we 

w ill l.',ll lu H\ltcl Pi'esid , ntial E:nu!.!:u for 
~ . ~ 

the launching t:\f the C(• •llmunity Poli ce. 
Eve1·ything is Stlpposecl l · ' be there . 

" 
i{1(J 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (J\!Jr lnichukwu ): M1· Speake 1·. 

mav I move th at this honourable House 
du -11ow ~1djoul'll till Thursday, 22'"1 .Jul y 

2004 <It 10 <llll . 

Deputy Leade1· (Mr ·lnikwe) · I have 

ri SCll tO Secuml the J\I!Otion i'OI' 

adjnummenl as moved by the L.e;1ckr. 

(juesliun j!l!l tflld 11,\!.l'l'Cd ln. 

Hesoh,ed Tli~ll . the House do now 

adjourn till Thmsclay, 22"(1 Jul y , 2004 by 

I 0 a.m. 

Adjourned according!)! of 10 3 6 o 111. 

~ 

~ 
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I--lOUSE OF AS :--,t.:lvi i:3L Y 

ENUGLJ STATE 0 : NIGER IA 

Tlu!l·sclu\ '. 15'11 J /1·. ::f){) -/ 

(Ow Hn11se 11/CI I • f() 11.111) 

I'RA YEt-.~ 

(fVl1· Speaker in till' C hair ) 

APPROY AL OF V, ffES AND 
PROCEED ! :'iGS 

!VIr Spe<lker : 1-lunou l·ab le 

( · , , fle:l~uc s. hcl \m:· us <J i · tl lll' Votes ancl 

PmcL~e:lings N,u. I .l o : .luesclay _ 13111 

.!t.: :. ··tJO-f. I h~l l l' L':lrcl. '-':;<HI'--' tlm · u~IJ 
th em 8ncl to my mi ne! :: 1cy arc cmrect. 

l·lowevc 1·. l 11 ish tu c:il l of vour 

U l lll i11Cill. 

M--;- E. Maduabu ( /\·.1gu Sn uth): Mr 

Sr; ~,_·iikcr. I h:11 L ~-u m.: tl : <lllgh the Vu tes 
. '. . , .. ' - • I ) ill . I 

~ L. . .'~H_· ~._·· ... ·ll l!l~~-"' U I U . •\.1~1 } . 1 .. 1 _;u _\' . 
-•· 20tl-l- . I round them to bl :1 true rer-l ect ion 

:lll d <lCC UI-:ltC reum :: il_i;S of _L)Lir 

pn lu.:cdin!2,s th:ll cb v. I thcn::fu rc move 
/ ~)r the ;dopl iun "or' the Votes an d 

l 'nJL·eeclin gs. 

- : · r . /\mu (Nsukk:l ::1~ l) I ri se \n 

se .• :1 1t! th e fVIutiun. 

{j llt'Siiull filii 111111 ugr. t'd /u. 

I 'o!t!S und e mceedit. ,!!, .\' of' Tue.wluv. 
I 3' 11 .!uh· '}()()~ occonlin.: '1· (/( lli jJ!r.:rl 

0' 

ANNOUNCEM ENT 

Absence 

M r Speaker: The hon . Lee~Lic1· (.Air 
.l nichulnt uJ sh(l11ld tn tLl gel in tnuch 

" ith the hun. !\kmbt'r I(H Nk<llll! \Vest 

f'\•Jr Nnwl!ulli) because I do not know 

ll'ht·thcr he is Jl\ ~ \rl· th~ll thL'I'C :11·c 

number of clays we are supposed to sit in 

n year. It is gu, ··d to in/~) rm him. He is 

our bro ther. I need not talk about the 

hon: Member For Enu gu No nh u1-fr 
Ono/1). bec8US<:' 1here me me sume days 

he co1i1es l'mm 1\bu_j a. 

X:-15 

Hell cel(.l l'th_ I w ill never mak L' any 

l ·,ll-llllt!i ~<:l' : , .. , dl i ~·clliL'i il 1\ 111:-ltil 1i1c 

Chai rman being present. I G lll nevn 
announce it. T\1ditv wil l be th e !:1 st da v - . 

sumcbudy vv i ll -;u1d an <~nllUUI'Il C i llcnl lu 
me and I w ill aiJ IWUncc it w ithout see in g 

that pe1·son phys ic:lil y present here. 

Visit 

T he !l ouse c· ·. i lllmi ttcL' un \~ ,1 1·k s ~111d 

·rr:111sport w ill \' isit Enugu A irport on 

M onday 19 111 .lul y 2004 at 10 a.m. 

pm1i1pt. A ll Committee Members are 

ex pected to assemble at Room I 19. 
Hnuse u l· 1\ss,·iJddv Cumple:-.: lor the take 

oil. 

Public Hearing 

T he Members of the Committee on 

bw i !'O ilm en La I IVI <m::~ge mcn t ami 
.I ud ic i;1r ~ _ Pll 11 I il l)ct i l inns, Lth ics e~ncl 

l;r ivileges Me i ll\ itccl tn :1 public hcctri ng 

0 11 the I o111 .luh 2004 at 12 nuon. The 





~ . ~ 

No. 92 

L t'IUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

PROCEEDINGS 

A.>!D DEBATESOFTHE 

SE :, - ~ \'+J D SESSION OF THE 

. ' d IRD ASSEMBLY 

EN . :c ,: < fATE I-lOUS E OF ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIAL REPORT 

CONTENTS 

Prayers 

. · I; ):,1val of Votes and Proceedings 

Announcement 

Adjournment 

.... r·~ ... ... 

Thursday 
15111 July, 2004 



1 
i 1f f,'..'i . .\/d/{' 1/(11/.\\ r l( /S.\t'll ,/1 1\ / ),.' h rt.' •'. ·, 

13 .!uh. :! Uii -1 
I (•( • ~ 

he ;s gtven ;~n ~tppoi t ' lllCilt he c~m·t 

cu me 

fVl r Speake~-: 0 .1\.. ' lease. it is not 
!.'t ':' rl . l .er me \ell \ ·Cill t!nti' l'l'llfJIInns). 

ll; 1.. \ i " . .._·, ,i I . ~~ I I ll , ·;! 1\ , ,.,-, . I c' l Lh 

k:l \,t' the ISSUe th<!l .'ULI ;~<;keel the 
Ct lJIJilliss iunn to ul!llL' IC1r the meeting 
<l ml lie cuuld not CL1ill ' . Does it mean 
LhC!t you ccmnot hold 111•.:etings on your 
ll\111. You can hold w ;;eti ngs pending 

"' lwn he comes ancl if (I : 'ng the I i ne ~'O U 
tl 11 :11 tha t he does nul \\ 1n1 to CL1 me. we 
\\ i\! t:t\.: c CII"L' t11. him. it . J sm~1ll thing. 

l'!t'<JSl' t h ~.· rc shuul- ·be <I 1\xmal 
mn :ting: they are gL1ing : 1 repmt out this 
[) ill I ::un still <lppe<lliJ :: lhtit the Chief 
Wl,itl shnuld <lc;sisl us , ·1 th is mattc1·. 11· 
11 •. ,,;,s prtlblcm akmg liL· li11c let me 

k nnw. please. 

J:itldll). I 11ill bL· vv ; . \ CI" \ happv il 

' ' · ·"' ll.>cl<,:• \I t: kilL ""u~ l 1 tl1i11::; lu 

Lii sL'Liss. plc<tse. You cat : make ei'fol'l and 
kt u<; have a Re ! 11rt f rom the 
l , ,,,,l iltl.'C. l'ic~ISt', [I· <IS much. DS 

possible to see it clone . , 

l 'hcn . lik e I s<t icl emi ·.Ton. th is issue 
,,; 'P 'ns()ri11!:' <I f~ ill. il·, , ' ' htlll Member 
h · . :.1 11 iII h1: is SjlOnsnr ·1g. we c;1n gtve 
I Ii • . . ·\l' ' o <Jc. ~. l:-.lili .IL:C. i 'IL- J. \' tlll . 

AD.JOUI{NI\·t ENT 

Leader ·u\!r .-11 .' , -fllll\'\1'11).' lVI r 
Spciiku. Sir. m<IY I lrtwe that th is 
h,:il!Ylll'<ihlc I louse do , 111V adjoum till 
r "· I 11 I -) 11' ltrh. :-'.00 · ·1: I() :1m 

!VIr D. Ani : !\ !r Spc:l!.: e !·. Sir·. I ri --;c !11 
St'CU illi the 1\tl\tliU II ltll' Uli.IULII'lllll•:rll. 
Thank you. 

(jues/tll/1 j)ft/ ct lid ugl'!'i'd IIi . 

Nesnh·ed: llr:1l the !·lou se do 110\\ 

<td joum till Thtrr..,d;\\ I ~' 11 .lull. 200~~ ell . . 
I 0 a.m. 

Ad,~oumed accn rdinglv of 10.50 o.m. 

834 
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! ( • (· ~· 1-.'nugu Stale I louse oj".-l.l·.,·en!hh· Uehutes 

I 3 .!uly. :!1}()-1 
J(,6(, 

! lOll~~[ OF i\S~ ' :MBL Y 

I > ! l l( i! I \T i\T ! ~ u ~I! CJ!~' R I A 

'l1wsdu1'. !3'1'.J,. ' 1·. :!()().:f 

(['fie 1-/ri'!/.\'C ///('/ I f(l 11.111.) 

PRA \ 'E l -, 

\ [\ j I .'> i I ~~ ~~., l~ I' i 11 1 ._ !1 i I i:. ) 

·., PPHO\' :-\. L OF\ 1TES AND 
l!{OC ECLh J(;S 

1\'Jr Speaker : Honourab le 
,,, k·;~Que s . hellll·e us a• the. Votes and 

i '·· __ :lings ui'Thurscl:1_' t .·lt .luiy , 21!04. 
I have gone through 1Lt: m, and to th e 
ht·:, 111 · 111\ kl lt l\·vkcl~e .. i1ev an:: con·ecL. 

.. -..-..:r. I 1L·cd > llllr l' 'l !l ll clll~ tu give 

;; ; ·:;t\1 hdck:ng .. 'l'htlllk .'·· ·t.J. 

iV!r C. Ugwu (E1 1 1gt1 l~ ast) : Mr 
.. : !·. ~~ il '. I h;lVl c:q u;iliy gune 

th !-(I LIC:h the Votes ami l>roceecl in Qs of 
Th il l ._,~dav. X' 11 -.luh·. 200Li 'IIlli found ~t h em . . 

ill 11:,· Uli'i'L' l' l. I. till' -l;l i'C . 111U VC il 

o\io il• il) l tll' Jll\' i1· ill)i l J'lii t • l ' h;lllk~. 

rv l r <.C. IVhdtrahu ( /\'.PI Sll lll h ) M 1· 

, ·1. Si 1 I k1\ ~ g 11v Lh1 uugh the 

Vctll:~ and Proceed ings -11- T hursday, 8'11 

.lu lv. 2004 and fou nd t!wm to be co n·ect. 

! , i:,,' Ill ~c cn n c l the f 1()! inn for the ir 

~ltli ·J ' lion. Th~111k yo u. 

. ,, '\ lint • " "' 111 1!/ il\~ , - .,; rn. 

i ri les (11/(/ Pmcc('(/in:s nf' Thursday. 
s'" .Juh·. ]00-1. {./('('(}1'( /ill, ! 

0

1' 1/(l!!filcd 

./ 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Rci,or ~ Out the Bill 

M r Spea kcr: 1-1 onom Hb le Ccd lec1gues. 
w ish to appeal to the .!oint Commi ttees 

on Petm leum Resources and 

l=:nvi i"OillllClll<ti tVI:l ll <l!:'- l' ll'IL'Il l: i\tld 
.lud ic im y Puhli l Pet itions. l=:th ic s ancl 

F'rivilcgcs to : ;! ,:L·n up in the assignlllcnl 

given Lo them . I don ·l know wh;ll is 

happen ing. Th l· 1 i mc gi ven tu them h<ld 
lapsed and I kn ,,w that \Ne exLenclecl the 
ti me bu t I do not rea l ly k now the en·o rt 

they are mak ing in try ing to tum up theit· 

Repo rt. I am appeal ing that the C hi ef 
W hi_p · ri\lr ( ; .ioJ shuulcl try <tncl lind :1 

way to ass ist us. r kn ow that he is not th e 
Cha irman lll thi ~ t 'nmm1t1ee. bul I ktHlW 

that if he fail s L11 put every eiTorl. they 

a1·e not going lt' tum up the r3ill in the 
next one yen r. (/ulcrrllJJiions) 

833 

Mr H. A 11 ( i "twgu South Rum I) : Mr 
Speaker, Si 1·, my point of ini(!Jmaliun is 

on the i s~ue ol' Cnmmil lec. The 

Chiiil'lllilll ol' ill,. Comm illee is nnt Lhc 

pe1·snn Lhell is e<1usi ng th e prnhlem hut 
the Co mmi ss in tl tT We hJ ve in v ited him 

al most three times: he coul d not attend. 
We wish to : -~l- ttim so hs tu know the 

detail s on thi s B ill , so that we cJn 

complete it. 

Mr Speaker : I thin k I saw him this 
moming: ancl he Said thnt he v isited the 

Ch8inmm veskJd <lV . . . 

Mr Ani : He used to see the C ha irm <lll 
w hen he is nut in the ofl~ce 1-\nd when 
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1-.'nugu Stole !ltnrs<:: of'.-ls.l·emh/ i' I )c:hurl!s 

B .Juh ·. 2()0-1 1()6'-1 

Assembly Cumpk:--.: . ;\ :1 members ewe 
L' .\ PL'l'IL'd tO ~1 -li t:lld this I• •,' L'Iill~ CIS CI"Ucial 
11l<lllc'I'S <t t·e going to he • .~scusscd . Signed 
rvlr J.N. An ichukwu. Le<~de t· of the House. 
('I! :.1 i l'lllilll. 

AD.JOURN I\·l ENT 

Leader: M r Speaker .. Sir. may I move 
tk1t this hnnourable , -louse clo now 
acljoum t ill 10 a.m. on ·luesc\ay 1311

' Jul y. 
200-1- Thank you Sir. 

Deputy Leader ( r\ '· · :-lnikll'l::): M r 
Spt':JkeJ·, Sil'. I ha ve ri ~··n to second the 
tvlut ion as moved by u, .. _. Leader of the 
l lt>l iS•.' (Mr .·lnichukwu) :;lld in clo ing SO, i 

· h~we the honom to cl ral'. the <lltention of 
those invo lyec\ in l l1e drafting of 
[\ecut iw !~i ll s' 1h:1t co t·: cs to the House 
tu dtl :1 tho rough ,iob bL· i ll\: send ing such 
liills. I ree<ill til e. e:--.: pct ,c tlce we hacl on 
tilt.· · ic.sUL' t>l. Uk :1 d:1 I ~ ill " ~'on tilL' iss ue of 
'' h:tt we c:ill En u ~1 1 State Vhtste 
[VI illl:tgt' lll t'llt ll iII l{ ll"llll' ! I\ 1--: NS 1": PA. :lilcl 
presentl y thi s Bil l wh iLh has just been 
jXlssecl, as amended . T!1ere are lots of 
cunl'usion ari sing each' li me bet(xe such 
Bi ll s are passec\ . If th .. · Clerks-at-Table, 
h:1d nnt clblc to hancll t· some of these 
umlp lc.\ issut's. the Ht ust' wn ulc\ hnve 
i .. _ .. _., :nl into lllUre dil'l i c: It sit u:ttions. 

So I am c:1ll ing on :1 i l those involved 
111 tilt' cl r t~ ftil l):! :md writ ; 1g of these Bil ls 
p:micul<ll·iy. tile Commi c.-; ioners in vo lved, 
l'o l'ake good C<·llT 10 111<1ke every 
1-:\ccut ivt: l"3 il l clc<l l' :-;, , th< tt Sc l·ic:s ,) !' 
:J!l •,'T' · !lllL'nts will k' redttct'LI. 
I f r il,<'f'flfj!ltufl.l') 

832 

!VIr Spea ker: Tile 
~lwukl pk<tsc: sit ..lt i\V Il. 

Deputy I ,eacln 

(}lies/ irm j)llf urrd ugrcnl /u. 

Re.wlvc:d: That the House do now 
adjourn ti ll Tuesday 13 111 Jul v. 2004 at 

I Ua.n1. 

Adjmrrned un·11rdingh' uf 1.02 p.m. 

;I 



~I 

! o .. 

\(>(\\ 

l .'uu,o..:.I!Siutc 1/uus, uf .. /,·selllhh · / !ehtll<'' 

,)'.lull· 201!-1 \(1(1:2 

DL·pu ty Spca kn: C .:~imwn , then let 
it he with effect fmm I " .iu ly. 2004. 

(jues/ ion ;mt unci ugr( , ·d tu. 

Citat ion - This Bill may be cited as 
the· Lnu~u Stille Coun( ·I of T1·aditional 
1-: t:ki:, ( t\mclldl -llcnt ) IJi , 200-1 . <lllcl slwll 
cum<:: into 1\.m::e un Lhc I ' ' clay of Jul y, 
:2(1()-1-

. I. t. · .~j1eukc:r l'l'.\'1/lllt'd :e ( 'huir 

L_eader: rvlr Spe<lkCI Sir. nwy I move 
tkil tilL' 13i l l. ''" Jlllelldc, he llll\\ read the 
tl1 ir'd 1 illll'. 

()ucsliun jill/ ull(/ ugr. ·d lrJ. 

/J i// uccurc/ins,;fl' rcu, / the third lim e: 
w /(I jl(./.l'sed. 

IVIr Speaker: 1-lonou.<lhic Co lleagues. 
tlw Hill hd(~ re the Hous, the Enugu State 
< •> Lii1Cil ol' Tr<td itiun : Rulers Law 
. \iikllcllnl·nt l3ill No. 9 , I' :2004. has now 
he: .. " rl~<td tile· lhird til. ,· <IIlLI p<tSSl'cl. 
11 ish to tlwnk you <ill l(x you1· 
UlOJit'l"aliun. When I U l l' < this moming. I 
ilL'I L'I' knull· ·til;JI :ill tl . IHlll. rvlcmhcrs 
I<. Ul re;dl) l il·l.JIJrul l\11 ili s Dill. Wl1l'tl I 
listened In the deh<ltes ; .1d cOiltl· ibuti ons. 
I 1\:.lt ve1·v WI). JXoud a1: I hunuurecl. I am 
1:. ,1·1 -: til<lt tile 1-luu.-;e 1. 11Wki11g lots ol· 
pmgress and urge the 1-i l' tlse to keep it up. 

! equal ly 11 ish 111 rh :' 1k tilt' Ckrks-at ­
Tnblc and other memb,·• ·s of staff fm a 
_i uh we ll clone . This B iII came almost at 
til L' cltlSt' or I•VOI"k yesterti 1)" clnd Of COUI"Se, 
th· · l·!(lt JSt' lll~td e se ri ous : l'l(ll·is to pu t the 

RJI 

1:3 ill in order beJ(,re it could be wesentecl 
Oil the Floor ur the House. I thank 
everybody, the press are not left out on 
this 111atter. Th<lllk you all fo r you r 
COOJ3en1t ion. Ma1 (iocl bless you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

lnauotlral Meetin<> r-. .::::-

IVI r Speaker: Thcr~· 1\ ill he C\11 
inaugural nlet·tin ~ ol· Puhl1c l'ctitions . 
Ethics <llld IJ I·ivile!.!eS Committee 
tomn1-rnw ll 11 ' .luh . :2()04~<11 II <Lill. Vl-'lltlt' 
is nl'lice or the Cllid Whip (/vir c (){/II) 

1\tH>lll II (1 . Sig11ul h_1 1\111 1:. Odu. 

Em ergenc~' Meeting 

Fo l lowing ;Ill eme1·gency meeting and 
a call at the Feni l izer Distr ibut ion Agency 
01-li ce · yes terclay. 7/7/2004. there is every 
need fm Commill ec 111embcrs to <lttencl ct 

very impol"t<lll t meet ing ~tt the Chairman's 
ofl~ce . (Room 21R) Time: after toclay's 
sitting. Signed hy hon. A .O. Chi gbo . 
Chainm111. House Committee on 
Agr icultu1·e and N.ilur~il ResOUIU' .~ 

Bricrino 
M 

Pk<i~L· tile1·c i·, "'lllciltil:g I 11 il i i i i.. ·,· t11 
br ief members Oil tile 1·i si 11 g oJ' the Jlnusc 
in my ul.lice. I wil l nut he 100 long, so th<tl 
vou C<tll ctltend nthc1· enJCr"t' llCV mcetine.s. .. b "' .... 

IVIeetin<> 
b 

Th~ re wi II also be a meeting of 1-1 ouse 
Committee on Rules and Business, elate 
Friday 9'" Jul y. 2004. Ti111e C) ::1.111. Venue 
Chairm;~n·s Oi""lic•:. Room 123. House of 



l h)'J 1-.'nngll .\Iiii i.! I lo i/SI.! or ISSI.! III h h· !ll'hU/1.! .\' 

8 .!u/1. ~(1(}-f 
[ (1(1( 1 

Then I do not see anything wrong. if 
we now say ok<Jy , grand patron is the 

grand patron of the Counc il ~ and patrons 

are the patrons of the Cuunci I. That does 
not mea n that we should start talking 
<1bnu t their functioh s. W L· have nothing to 
,1,, 11 itll tl lL·i r lirncti \.1ns . 

N ow. let us agree. al .ter C itation . the 

Interpretation w i II come. that is. before 

sect ion :2: section :2 ' ' ill now become 

section 3. and side hee:Hiing of sect ion :2 
w ill no w become lnteruperation. wh ich 

l'llL'<IIb : 
I. (j r·ancl patron means gr·ancl patron to 

the Council. 

· ' l)ati'Ons means the patrons to the 

Counc il. 

(juesl ion p ut und ugrvcd ln. 

3. The Enugu State Council of 
Traditi om1l Rulers l .;rw :2003 hereby 
;rmcndccl: 

(a) By renumbe ri n ~ the ex ist ing 
Section 4 the reof as Section 4 

subsection (I J and add ing 
immediately .thcr·c;,ilk r· an ne1v 

subsect ion (2) ;rs to ll ows : "(2) 

There shall be <1ppoi nted by the 

Co vernm a CJr;rnd PMron and 2 

Pc1tmns from among the 

Tr·ad it ional Rubs of the 3 

Senato t· ial ZonL· :; of the Stale, 

w ho shall hol d o ffi ce at the 
pleas m e of the c; , •ve mor' '. 

( b) In the First Sclll·dule thereof by 

acid i ng new paragraphs (e)( f) and 
(g) immediately ;rl'ter the full stop 
in p<rrn graph (cl) ;rs l·o Jiows : 

~DO 

''(e) One grand patron ancl 

( f) O ne patru r1 to be ;rppointcd Ji·unl 

each of the remaining 2 senatori <tl 
zones other· than the / .Otll' l'mm 
w hich the grand pat run 11<1s 
<tppointL·d. 

(g) Notwit hst<ttldin g the wuv is iurr tl l. 

Section 6t 2) and section 3(d) ui' 

the tirst schedu le of the parent l<m 

and any othe r section in the s<lid 
pa rent l<tll that conllicts w ith l hL· 

prov isinr1s tl!' thi s subs..:cti orl. thL· 
Gove rn or· m;1y Ill hi s ;·rhsn lutL' 
cl iscrctioll 8ppuint such tl lher 
lllt:lllht:rS ; IS hL' l k L' IllS i t lit [(1 

appo int. 

Quest ion p ur und ogrec·d /u. 

(c) Ill sub-1x rr;tgrapll ( I) ol' p<tr<t gr~rpll 

6 of Schedule 2 thereof b) ~l lkling 

the e\ press ron Ciru11d !'ulmll . 
Potnms. lktween the wmcl s the 
and Chuimwn . 

Alll endmenl u,'..!,f'C'ed In 

T it le - Agree,/ ro. 

Enac tment I Cit ;rti on - Agreed tu. 

The Chairman: l-lunoutabk 

Co lkagul's. let u:-- say I ir s1 u i' .lul y . ?. !HI-I 

Deputy Leader: Mr C'h <1irm<m. it 
should take effect from tod <ry ( il /7 /2004) 
( ln!C'f'/'ltj) lions). 

Ch ief Whip: Mr Chainmln , rt should 
be w ith effect fmm tocl;r v. 
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Chief \V hip: M r C h<lirnl<lll. the re is no 
li~lr ! l ' in illlnpn:ting till" ( ire~n\. 1 l)atrun or 

Patron . He11Ce. even in tile interpretat ion, 
they just ·said "Chairman means 
Chairman of the Council. T hen we say 
Grand Pcltron of the Council. patron 

means the patron of the Counc il. W hy do 

1-1 e make issues out of noth ing0 

Mr Onyeze : It is tl11:· impon ol· the 

arne11d ment. It is necessary . 

Dep uty Leader: llil(.mnation 1 M1· 

Cha i rman, I am not very comfo rtab le 

w ith the iss ue ol' interpreting patron and 

gra1lll patron. We can L'I'Cn go ahead to 

;-,~; :._ illllctiL\1\S 01' the j) ~ lti"Uil and grand 

p<ltrun . B ece~use w here we ha ve in the 

int erp retat ion til" Chai rn 1:1 11 :111d others. we 

<llstl have th eir !·unctions. 

W hclt I believe here 1s that in l ine 2 
wl 1ere it says unles:> othe1·wise. as 
IIIL11t inned ea1·1 ier by the hun. Mcm be1· fo r 

Enugu East II (Mr U~'lr ll) we shall al low 

it like that. because we c:111 go ahead now 

tu ;-, e~ y the patl·c'ln is pat ron of the 

I rad itional Rule1·s· cou11c i l. T he gra11d 

patron is the grand patron of the 
Tl.<lditionzil Rulers· Council. We can now 

::cu ru,·iher to s<l y functi(Jns of the P<ltron 

include this and that 1vhich \•vas not 

included in the original bill. Th is is an 

E\ecutive Bill. 

IVIr Onyeze: Mr CIJ<1irn1an. we are 

here !hi s moming for :1 ve ry important 

business. <lmending the e\ isti ng law and 

ti lL"!.\. 1S <IIi i1n pun tl1e 1·l· Tl1en.: is cl lle\·1-

thin g going into that l<m . and that new 
thing is appoilllment or p~ltruns and grand 
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patmn. They shm ild have mecmin g. \~/h~11 

we havt' come Ill do is l(lr it to i~<l V l· 

meaning. and th~1 1 meaning is simpil !he 

appo intment of 1,!Yand patron and p~1truns 

of the Council. 

It IS not ambiguous. it IS a 
straightforward thing. It is an impmt into 

the lm.v th<ll IV\.' <11·c preparing. ~ tl let us 
adcl thei1· interprl·t:llion. 

Mr A.O. Chigbo ( Uz.o lJ11·ani 1 Mr 

Chairman, our !"unction toda). as 1~11· <ls I 

~\ Ill concerned l1 \.·rc. is l(x inc lu;-,iun u l' 

patrons and grand patron of T r<lcl ition<ll 

Rulers in Enugu Sta te. In the origi 11al 13ill 

there is prov isiuns fm patmn <lnd g1·a1lll 

patron. The L:--LTllt ive is Clsking tkll ih l· 

three Zones in 1:nugu State shuuld hciW 

pal l\lnS and grC~nd pat1·o ll. 

The Chairman : No 1 No 1 Order 1 In the 

or iginal Rill there is n0 provision J·(lr 

patrons and grallll IXllmn. and that is wh_,. 
we are clm e ndin ~~ it. 

Mr Ch igbo: Every Zone is lu h<11·c 

G rand Patron <lnd patrons. 

Severa l hon. Members : No' Nu ' 
( Lo 11gh Ia). 

The Cha irllla n: O rder1 1- l ullUur~lhk 

Co ll eagues, I clo 1101 sec anyth ing IVTOtlg 

in say ing after :1ll whetl1er we lik,: it m 

not. whether "''\.' do the interpretati on m 
not. we Clre al l alv<lre thClt the grClnd patron 

is not the grand IJatron or the ll oust· ol· 

Assem bl y. he is the grand IJ<l tmn ui' the 

T1·adit iomli Rukt ::. · Council . 
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(lucslirm flll / um l ugr,·•d lu. 

Enugu State Truditionul Rulers 
.-111l endl1lt!lll Bill· 200--1 w.:curding(1· 
crmsider c:cl in the:: ( 'umm i!lec: of' !he Whole 
House 

The Chairman: Honourab le 

Cui k: ~1gues . let us postpone t:nactmcnL 
C itat ion and let us start w ith Sect ion 2. 

·'The Enugu StalL· Council of 

TrZ~ditional Rulers Bill or Law 2003 is 

hereby amended as fo ll ows:" 

i\ h M . Onyeze ( lgbuc/.c Nonh I ): Mr 

Chai rm an. Sir. I do not know w hether we 
ccm ta I k about tlie lnt e1·pretations here 

bec<~use in vit'W ol· this amendment, the 

dominant words there, ~~xand patron and 
patmn shoul d be prope rl y interpreted 
ail)llg with other posts in the law because 
thnl is the lll<lin business. 

The Chairman : I do not understand 
the hon. Member fot· lghue?.e No1·th I (A1r 
On\'t:=<:J 

Mr Onyeze: In the original 
intel']xetations. noth ing was sa id about 
1 1~ 1\ l \t: l ~1nd grclllll pmmn. Tl1is c1mendtnetl l 
has these key words, apMt !!·om that, they 

arc the dominant wo rds. 

So. I do not b~ t1ow w hether we can 

inc lude them now . Tl1e inclusion of 

IXtlron 8nd grand patron. 

The Chairman: Do we go ahead and 
include what was nol .gi vcn to us? Excuse 

tllc'. w.: will Cl) mc back lo the Long Tit le 
w hich has to do 1-vi th the Grand patron 

. and patrnn WL' ll' ill cnme hcl ck lo 1h ~11 

later. 

Mr Onyeze: Whal I am sayi ttg is lllctl 
the original bill whi ch we are now 
considering w ith the amendment in the 
inte rpt·etation. nothing W<l S said ctbnut 
grand patron 01· p;llron. 

Now that 11c are consid ering rile 
amendment alongs ide with the origimtl 

. bill . 1. feel we cZ!n now make attempt to 

detlne w hat we have in mind as grand 

patron or patron in the Enugu Stale 
Traditional Rul ers· Council Law. 

Mr J. Ohidinma (Oj i l{lvcr) 

ll:!l) 

In fo rmati on . Mt· Cha im1an. I do not knmv 
whether the hn11. Member 1.01' lgbooe 

North I (A1r ( Jm·c:=c:J ou r close-clom 
meeting. 

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South ): M 1· 

Chairman. what the llon. Membe1· li>r 
lgboeze North I rA.fr Ont ·c:=eJ said is 11·ue. 
L ike we have hL't'C in the nwin hill. IlL' 

have Chairman .. the intet· l)l'eta ti utl lllL'< tns 
the Chairman o f the Council. 

The Chairman: Okay. Lei us not 
o.ver-l'log the i:-. s11,·. Let us helVe ''Ill idea ni' 
w hat we want tl> be the interpretation ul· 

grand patron and p8tmn 

Mr C. Ugvvu (En ugu East II ): M r 

Chai rman. if you go Lo the in te1·1xe tation 
in' the ori ginaL lim: two. il says unlc:ss tlw 
u mten/.1. n !!J t 'l' \ l'isl'. That unless . 

othe rw ise ca n ewn take ca t·e of the patron 

and grand patron I do not think th~1t it is 
necessary to in!L'1·pret grand patru11 and 
patron. 
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ex1st1 ng ones . We need growth and that is 
what th is Bill is asking for . When we 
h;~ Vl' Cl rand p8tron and 1 \\'() other patrons 

it llleMlS mOI'e Members. I know that at 
the end of the cl ay thi s Bill w ill sa il 
through. So. what we Me say ing is that 
we need those that w i II lead and bridge 
the gap by using the ir w isdom. Even in 
1-le<lven there are Arc h- A nge ls like A rch­
Angel M ich<~el. R<l phael <mel others. So. 
f'v l1 · :;l lcnker . 

Deputy Leader : M1· Speaker Sir. the 

Deputy Speaker is lllL'ntion ing A rch­
Ange ls while he does nnt go to Chmch 
(Lough I er) 

lYI r Speaker: Dicl I hc~1r the Deputy 
Speaker menti on Ange ls·) 

Deputy Spea ker: We are making la ws 
he1·c . We h<lvc A rch A ngL·Is in Heaven. 

Deputy Leader: T he Deputy Speaker 
is nn! <l Chr isti an. 

Mr Speaker: The Deputy Speaker 
should conc lude. 

Deputy Speaker: Like I sa id . even in 
th e Bible. we have it recorded that in 

ll t' fiVCil \VC have A rch-Ange ls, A 1·ch 
.\ 1 1 :_~ c · l Cabricl <mel othns. Mr Spe<lker, 

Si r. I am of the op inion that the law be 

amenclecl acco rdingly . 

Mr E. Amu (Nsuk k<l East): I have 
,-i sen to suppo1·t thi s amendment to the 
Bill. The inclusion o l' the patron to the 

T r:ld ilion;ll Rulers Council w ill no doubt 
bring ext 1·a e.\pe ri ence th<ll w ill make the 
T 1·ad itional Rul e1·s very ve ry effect ive and 

./ 

experi ence orien ted . Hi s Excellency. the 
Executi ve Governor. ill hi s cllurts to 
balance hi s <lPI'ui nlmenls 011 b<lsis ol· 
tri angular equilibriu m has al 1·c;1dy 
announced the names o r the T rad iti onal 
Rulers each tl·om \he Zo nes in hi s efll.1 1·t to 
make the Traditional Rule1·s Council 
formidab le and resu lt ori en ted. We kno w 
hi s sp irit and hi s ingenuity . With this Mr 
Speaker. I do nlll think that anybod) in 
this Parli ame1l l i ~ <tga inst the cl mcndme nl. 
I therefore ask th;ll the Question he pul. 

Questinn. Th ut the Question h,· // r ill' 

jJUI. put und ugreed ln. 

iQ7 

ivluin (jueslirJII ;mt und ugrr;ed to. 

Bill accordingll· reuclthe ,\'ecrmd tillll' 

Mr Speaker: Honomable Co lkc1gut'S. 

the amenclmem hill belt.ll·c the House h<ls 
now sai led through the First and Second 

stages May I humbl y wish to thank you 
for your contri butions and yo ur co­
operation . M ay (;od cont inue to bl ess us 
a I 'I. 

Leader (.11·/r . Jnicllllkll'll) : 'l'll.lll k \ llll 

M r Speake 1·. may I move th at the 1-luusc 
do reso lve itse lf into the Committee of the 
Whole House for the consideration ol· the 

Bill alongside w ith the pmposed 

amendment bi II. 

Deputy Leader (t\.fr Anikm:; I h;l vl' 

ri se n to second the Moti on by the Lcadc1· 
seeking the House to reso lve itseli' into <1 

Committee of the Whole House to enable 

us consider the <lml'llcl ment Bill ;1l ongsiclc 
the or iginal Bill. Thank yo u. 
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severing the past because the law which 
restri cted the appointments of 
inexperienced or those who have not gone 
to the Council before is in itse lf 
aberrati on, because it die! not take care of 
tilt' p:1st. So this amendment is a welcome 
deve lopment because it has given the 
Govemor of the State the power to 
appoi nt anybody into tilL' Council even if 
yo u ha ve been thert· several years 
prov ided that the se rvices w ill be 
benel"icial to the State Council of Ch iefs . 

There is no need ovet·-emphas ising the 
obvious that cont inuity is so necessary in 
such an inst ituti on. We cannot sever the 
past. The e....:pe rietice of ou r past leaders 
are indi spensable 111 the day-to-day 

runn ing of the Council. Aga in this 
amendment goes furthet· to talk about 
e.\ IXl tts ion. that is. section (g) . Once it is 
necessary that somebody should co me on 
board and se rve in that capacity the 
Governor w ill go ahead and appoint the 
person no matte r the tilllL' and the number 
of days or yea t·s the Counci I has stayed. 

I r you rem em her th<1t somebody 
played a s ignil~cant ro le so vital to the 
State and he is use ful and he w ill help in 
formulat ing cmrect poli cies, the person 
cou ld be brought on board. It is a 
welcome development because in the 

othe r pa rts of the counrry the Co unci I of 
Tr~1d itio n al Rulers are never terminated , 
they cu·e a I ways there, they at·e the re to 
serve because of the ir wealth of 
expe r ience. So. Mr Spe<tker. Sir. I mge 
my Colleagues to suppot·t thi s Bill so that 
it w i II be passed ancl become operat ional. 

,, 

M r E.C. Madmlbu (Awgu South) : Mr 
Speaker Sir. I have ri sen to suppon th is 
amendment to the Bi II because thi s 
amendment is try ing to e....:pa ncl the 
membership of the Traditional Ru lers 
Counc il. We ha ve three Senator ial Zones. 
.I f the Grand patron is appointee! ft·om any 
of the Zones ancl the other zones are not 
taken care of there mel)' be snmt· ~yuclgcs 
from the other Zones . Now. that we ha ve 
two Patrons and Grand Patron and if one 
is appointed from each of the Zones it w ill 
be bal anced. Second ly. there are other 
States where we have the Tn:ld iti onal 
Ru lers Council. They have Patrons and 
Grand Patron and our own CllltlOt look 
diffe rent so that when it comes tn clny 
nati onal level and tssues are be ing 

discussed and patrons are ca ll ed. Emtgu 
State w ill be pmperl y rep resented . 
Therefo re I ;1 111 say ing th <l t it is very 
in1portant to have pat rons ancl grand 
patron for the Trad iti onal Rul ers Council. 
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Mr J. Obiclinma (Oji River): Mt· 
·Speaker, Sir, I have ri sen to support the 
Bill . If thi s bill is passed the. Council w ill 
be fo rtified. I me8 n that by the time the 
patrons are appointed new blood w i II be 
injected into the system and w ith the new 
blood things w i ll work better. I nm ol' the 
op ini on that we pass th is B ill . 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir. I 
am on my feet to cont ri bute to the on­
go ing debate Llll the amendment or the 
Traditional Rul ers Counci l Law of this 
State. M r Speaker. Sir. thi s amendment 

fu t·ther provides fo r an addit ion and 
nobody quarrels w ith the additi on. Hi s 
Exce llency. bei ng a w ise leader is sim ply 
concerned to give more w isdom to the 
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nothing bad there .. so thc1t peop le can 
ut tlkhtancl our Lm-v ver~ we ll. So let us 
try and expunge this Section . It is 
absolute ly unnecessary. You should look 
at it very we ll. Thank you. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir .. my 
inlormation ts that the process of 
e:-;pung ing it does not mean that the 
provision is no longer correct, but the 
only thing is that as it concerns th is 

Section 4(g) .. if you ~:-..:punge it the 
pro vision of Section 4(g) is not absolutely 

relevant and where it is supposed to be 
app lic.lble wel l .. you can not invoke it any 

longn. So it is not good to expunge it. 
I h .. ttt k you .. f'vl t· Speaker. 

M r Speaker : Honou t·able Colleagues, 
what I am say ing is that instead of 
e:-..:punging .. le t us have the amendment the 
Chief Wh ip have just re8d . However, if it 

is you r who le opinion to expunge it, is 
llk <t\ . but in my own opinion I do not 
th ink it is the proper thing to expunge it 

but if you say we wi ll e:-..:p unge we go on 
~111cl e:-..:punge. 

Several hon. Membt·rs: M r Speaker, 
let us e:-..:punge it. 

C hief W hip: Mr Speaker, the 

substitute ts ve t·y clea r. It is not good to 
e.\punge it. 

M r Speaker: Chief Wh ip, please just 
t·e:\ll the amendment and move the 

(_)uestion .. if it is carri ed then we use that 
Jl() i i l l 

C hief W hip: Mr Speake t· .. I think that 
it is tll be cons idered in the Com mittee of 

the Whole House and peop le are just 
giv ing their COtltri but ions .. 

Mr Speaker: No problem. just go 
ahead .. 
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Chief Wh ip: M8y I move that not 
withstanding the provisions or Section 
6(2) 

Mr Speaker: Move w ith amendment. 

Chief Whip: May I move that Section 

4 (g) of the amendment law be <lmencled 

as follows : -
Thai nofH'ilhstunding the 
pro\·is iulls u( {)( l ; unci Sc·cfiull 3 
Yd) of the first schedule u( the 
current luw and C/111' utha sec/ion 
the current lctH' that conflicts \t'ith 
the prol'isions qf Section -1 (::;). the 
Governor may in his uhsolute 
discretion appoint such other 
lll emhers us he deems fit to 
appoint. 

Deputy Leader: I 1·i se to second the 

Motion . 

A mendrnent pul unci uccordingh · 
agreed ln. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 

lgboeze Nmth I rMr Om·e::eJ shnulcl gn 
ahead with hi s contr ibutions. 

Mr Onyeze: I stand to support this 
amendment because, in the first insta nce .. 
when we are !:liking about the Traditional 

Rul ers and their Council, we are talking 
about the trad ition and cu lture of nut· 
people basically and it is an aberration to 
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poi nted out and recently schedule 3 sub 
(d) So i f we go into the tech ni ca li ties of 

e\pung1ng. we may re8 11y run into 
problem. The w hole essence in what we 

are doing is that there appear to be a 
lac una in the or igi 11al Bill that we passed, 
and the essence of aJilencling it is to take 
care of the prob lems in the pas t. So, my 
thinking is that sub-section 9g) as we are 

CU JTcntl y amend ing that all other 
[lJ'lll · i~inns u l' the migiJl<ll m the p<1J·cnt 

La w as in Section 6(2) <llld then Section 

39cl) 1·irst sched ule should be 1·ead subject 

to 4(g) and any other pmv ision in the 

parent Law as in Section 6(2) and any 
othe r provision in the parent Law that 

appears to contl ict th is. 

So, it has to be couched in a way that 

Sect ion 4(g) shoul d take 1xecedent if it 
appears to conr-lict w ith :my other thing in 
the parent La w that wi ll obviously not 
defeat the purpose of what we are doing 

he re. Because if a - l .aw is fo r an 

amendment. then his proposa l for 

<~mcmkcl La w ought tu take precedent 
over the p1eces of materials being 
<1 mended _ So it is my thinki ng that sub­

sec Jion 6(2) and then 3(d) shou ld be read 
subject to this ve1·y 4(g). A nd if any othe r 

1xov ision of the parent Law appears to 
come in connict w ith this 4(g). then 4(g) 
1-vill prev:1il. That is my suggest ion. 

Thank you. 

Mr Spea ker : Chic!' Whip should 

please let me have wh<1l he has _j ust said. 

please put i t dowri. I thi11k there is more 

se nse in it. 

1\tlr C. Ugwu . (Enugu East II ): M r 
Speaker. Sir, w hy we are try ing to do thi s, 

more importa ntly to Sec ti on 2(g) is to take 
care of 6(2) and 3(2) so as to g.iw mmc 

importance to Sect ion 2(g). vvhat I have 
here m ight even take ca 1·e of i t. Sec t ion 
(g) can read and such other Memhc:r.1· us 
th e Governor ma1· in his uh.\'()llfl<! 
discretion appoin t other Memher.1· us he: 

deems fit to appoint. notwithstm1ding th r: 
provisions nf' Section (J(2) unci 3(c/) _ I 
think it can take care of <111 this thing. 
Thank vo u. 

Mr Speaker: You know that the 

moment you say notw ithstanding; that 

sect ion shou ld be ignored . So the Ch ief 
Wh ip should let us have hi s amendment. 

Chief W hip: M 1· Speaker. Sir. 1Vhc1l 

ha ve said is that. notw ithstanding th~ 

provisions of Sect ion 6(2) <1ncl Section 
3'(d) of the l'irst schedule ol' Lht' [Xll-c11l 

Law and any other Section in the snmc 
parent Law that conl'l icts w ith the 

pm visions of sect ion (g). the Governo1·. 
with hi s absolu te disuet ion may appoint 

such othe1· 111c111bcrs as he dee111s tit to 

appoint 

Mr Speaker: l-lonom:1hk Cnllengucs. 

think wha t the Ch ief Whip have read 1s 
correct 
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An hon. Me mber: Mr Speaker. Sir. it 
is not correct. 

Mr F.E. Amu (Nsukka E~1st) M1· 

Speaker. Sir. I align mysell' 1-vi th Jhc hn11. 

Member fo r lgboeze North I (Mr Om·e:e) 

that this Section 6(2) be c.\punged. Yo u 

cannot say notw iths tand ing. If you cl icl not 
expunge it. it w ill co ntradict completel y 
Sect ion (g). but if you expunge it there is 

e 
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Mr Speaker: Orclerl Excuse me. my 
hun. Mem bcrs. let me u >me in. You see. 
if you look at the 1- irst Schedule, Sect ion 
3 of the Old Law. the composition of 
Council and you should eq uall y look at 
the Secti on 2( g) of the .:\ mendment B i II , 
can anybody give the clarificat ion on 
First Schedule Section 3 of the O ld Law 
nncl the Section 2(g) ol· the A mendment 
13ill. the 1·elationship bet11 ce11 w hat we at·e 

try ing to do th is morning and that of 
Section 3 sub-sect ion t d) of the First 
Schedule of the Old Law' ' 

Deputy Leader : Mr Speaker, please 

come aga1n. 

Mr Speaker: If you look at the 

compos ition of Council. First Schedule, 
Sect ion 3(d) of the O ld L.:1w. it sa id: 

Not II/ ore t!JuJ·7 I 5 other 
Truditionul Rult::rs to be 
uppuinted equulh· _ti-urn the 3 
.\'enutiunu/ Zunn u('the Stu/r:' 

And that is why I said that thi s Bill is 

seeking l·or expansion. that is. it seeks to 
e:-.:pand the Membership of the Counci l 
because it is in my own m ind that if you 
h~1 ve ditle1·ent view abuut I O(ten). you 

h<we pmblem within but because l ike I 
i1a 1c :> ~1id th<ll thi s Bill nmv has to do w ith 
expansion of the Members of the Council 

we shou ld now try to ignore that sub­

sect ion. 

Mr M. Onyeze ( lgbocze North 1): M r 

Speaker. Sir. I am not try ing to waste 
llltllll nl· yo ur time but il .lilc law says that 

somebody is not qua li ti ed to be appointed 
and the Governor 110\-\· has an absolute 
ilutilmity tu appoint anyhudy. 111 my own 

0')' 
o~.> 

opinion it appears cont rad ict ing. A nd to 
avoid contrc1Ciicting in law making we 

have to expunge that Section 6(2) in the 
old law and even that Section 3(c\) in the 
Fi1·st Schedu le of the old lmv w hich yo u 
have po inted out nov; _ And any Bill that 
w i II put constra int on the Governor on the 
number of people he is appointing is still 
cont rad ictory to the power you are giv ing 
him under this proposed amendm ent 
therein .. .. (Interruptions) 

Mr Spea ker: Orclerl That was \V hy I 
sa id that what we can do after we might 
have said : such other Mernher.1 us the 
vovt::rnor mc/1'. in his uhso/ute discretion. 

det::mjit to Uj)f1uiut. we now ha ve to relnte 
or l ink i t up with nntwithstwnling or some 

othe r things we are ta lking. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe). M1· 

Speaker. I am on my feet to second the 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member lor 

lgboeze North I rMr On\ ·e::eJ because in 
Law they said wha t is not included is 

exc luded. so wha t I mean is that the Sub­
sec t ion 6(:?.) in the old law should be 
expunged to retain sub-sect ion :?.(g) in this 
Amendment B i I I. . . . (/nternljJt ions) 

Mr Spea ker: No 1 Let us adcl 
notwifll.ltundiug <llld not to e.\punge it but 

if it is the ru le of Law by th is honourable 

House. we go ahead to e.\punge i t. 

Deputy Lead er: Nol We are not going 
to expunge it. 

Chief Wh ip (!1./r E. Oc/o) M t· Spe<1ker. 

Si1·. it appears to me that a conll ict arises 
between Section 4(g) CUITently under 
amendment and then Sect ion (J( :2) Js 
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tradit ional Rule1·s Counc1l. that is what 
the Section is quoting. I he (g) he is 

talking about says such other members 
th~ll Jhc (jovemor may in hi s absolute 

discret ion deem fi t to appoint. 

Mr M. Onyeze ( lgboeze Nmth 1): So 
my argument Si r. is that if we do not 
expunge section six. subsection ( ii ) then 
tht' Covemor is st il l constrained 111 
m~1king h1l'lher nppoinlmcnts in to the 

Counc i I because yo u are caging him and 

giving him absolute powers at the same 

time. So there is need to expunge that 

sect ion six, sub-sect ion (ii ). 

Mr Speaker: Honou1·able Members. 
piL"<ISL' let us look nt this LT iticall y because 
~l\ \l lllli11g Jll<il II'C l111 !WI l1;1vc (g) here. 

we wi ll not be quarrelling with Section 
6(2). But because we ha ve (g) here which 

says - I read: 
"Such o!her Memhers us the Governor 
nun· in his ubsolu!e discre lion deem fit 
/0 UfJJlOinl 

So, let us look at it critically before we 
tnke a decision on this matter. please . . 

Mr E.C Maduabu (f\wgu South): Mr 

Speaker, unless we say : such other 
Memhas os the GrJVemor may in his 
uhsnlu!L' discretirm de('/11 lit to a;?JlOinl 
provided .. . ( /nterntJll iu11.1} 

Mr Speaker : E.xcuse me' I think. 
Ultk~~ \h' sltuuld :,cl) .IIIL / , utlu.:r Afc:lllhl'!'s 
us thr: Clovemur. 11 10\' in his absolute 
di.I'LH'Iiun. der:m fit to appoint. 
nntwithstunding the prm·ision ol section 
(Jf ~· , Is it clt'ar' i I mean. is that n popular 
op inion? 

Several hon. Members : Yes . 

Mr Speakl'r: l)kay ' 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker. I do no\ 
align myself to the ideCI to expunge either 
6(2) or (g). The 6(2) as contai ned in the 
original law is talking ol' T enu reship. 
either two 01· th1·ee consecutive!\. II" ~uu 
go round befcm:? the Section. yo u 11ill sec 
where the law was talking of Tenu1·esh ip. 

that is number of yeCl rs you must h<we 
served. I 1·ead: 

xn 

No Trudit ionul Rulas shu!! hl' 
if/10/ijied j{!/' UjJflOl/'7/1711!111 US U 

Mr!mher of' thl' ( 'nuncil if llll\'ing 
JWI!l'il!ll.l'ft. hi! I! II Ufljil!illll'cf US U 

!\ h·rnl>cr u/ the ( ·, 1//llci/ !Jc' l1us 
heen rr:uppointed ji;r u / i11'!ha 
term us u f.;femher u/the ( 'utllt cil. 

This Bill is talking of Tenureship ancl 

if you watch what the new amcllclment is 
seek ing undei (g) IS talking ul" not 

rcstrictillg tilt' l lllll tbe1· because til<ll old 
Law restri cted number whe 1·e it says that. 

I think. such Locul c_;n\'L'rtl/711!111 shu// hut't' 

u Memher In reprr:sr:nl if in thl' Stull! 
Luud Govermnent Council of' Truditirmul 
Rulers and the o ld lm.v did not make 

furthe1· provision. But this Amemlme11t 

Bill Section 2(h(g) is trv ing to lllc1ke <I 

provis ion w hereby the C.Jovernor even at 

the expense of re1~11ing thc l .ocal 

Cinvernment reprc se nt,1li vcs that till'~ L''ln 
still gu alh,;acl, giw11 tilL' di scrl·ti u11. tu 
a void such other Membe1·s. So the 6( 2) i 11 

the old law is ta lking of ·renureship and 

not Membership . ... (/nterruptirm.l) 
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M1· Speake1· Si r. this is my main reason 
for the inclusion of grand patron and 
patron into the Enugu State Trad iti onal 
Rulers Counci l. I am urging my hon. 
Co lle<1gues to consider· this bill as 
im punant as any other bill wh ich this 
honourable House has been pass ing. At 

any po int in t ime whethe1· it is a Motion, a 
B ill passed by the House. the fee lings of 
the people in ou1· · Const ituencies has 

always been that we ha ve the bra in to do 
the co1-rect things. they h<l Ve sent us to the 
1-lous(· to do the correct thrr1g and we are 
doing them. So this honourab le House 
has been mainta ining a high esteem and 

by passing thi s very B il l. I believe it wi ll 
· go J long way to enhance the good image 

and prest ige of this House. Thank yo u, 

fVI r Speake r. 

Mr M. Onyeze ( lgbncze North 1): Mr 

Speaker. Si1·. I have riSt' ll to support the 
Bill befo1·e the House seek ing to amend 
the Enugu State T rud iti onal Rul ers 

Counci l Bill No 4 as passed by t hi s 
House. I w ill like to po int out, Mr 
Speaker. before I · cont inue w ith m y 
cGntr ibuti ons. when you look at the 
proposed amendm ents <ll page two. that 
is. (g ) says : such other lllemhers thut the 
(Ju,·eulur men· in his uhsolutt: di.1·cn::tion 
deem .fit In uppoinl. If you read it along 

w ith tl1e o1·i ginal B ill, at page th ree that is 

section six sub-section ( ii) it says nn 
Jl tlclit iuuul Hu lc:r sind! he ljllulif ied .fi;r 
UJ J(}() inlnu:nt us u member r~l the Council 
tr·hich lw.1· het:n I' I.!UJ JjJOintedj{;r a .fi.tr!her 
ta111 us u 11/ c' lll ha of' the C 'rmncil. What I 

am try ing to obse rve. M1· Speaker. Si1·. is 
that there is need to consider and expunge 
thnt sub-sections ( ii ) l)f Section six, 
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because that qua li tlcation and the powers 
of the Govemor are in contlict because 
the Govemor is st il l restri cted by that sub­
sect ion (ii) but if we expunge it. then he 
now has the powers lLl appoint anyhndy 
no matter the number of ,·en1·s such J 

member had served in the past. Thi s is 
one of the observations I want to make 

beto 1·e my cont ri butions. 

At page three sub-sec ti on six ( ii ) if you 

read it along w ith the amendment befo1·e 
the House you wi ll observe. 

Mr Speaker: W hat does the hon. 
Member tor lgboeze North I rMr Om't' :: r:! 

require the House to do'' 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, I suggest 

that the House shou ld expunge sub­
section si.\ (ii) so ~1 s to alkl\-\ the Govemor 

to appoint whoe ver among th t' tr<lditinnnl 
rulers irrespective of the number of yca1·s 

he has se1·ved in the past. that is the 
observation. 

Mr Speaker: The area quoted by the 
hon. Member fn r I gboeze North I ( 1\1/r 
Onve::e) I do not think it has any 
rele vance because from Section one. what 

the House is doing is amt' nclmctll. <tnd 
amendment has nothing to do w ith ;He as 

that we were not as ked to amend. The 

purpose of this Bill is to expand the 

Council of Traditional Rul ers bv 

accommodating the grand patron and 

patrons. However. I understand your I i ne 
of argument. I unde1·srand it very clenrl y 

because that Section yo u quoted is ~ ~1 y i11g 

ass um ing that somebody was pn:~viousl y 

appointed. that the Govemor cannot 
reappo int him to serve as a member of the 
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PRESENTATION OF BILL 

THE ENUGU STATE COUNC lL OF 
TRADITlONAL RULERS 

(AMENDMENT) LAW 2004 

!\ Hill ror ~ I L:m to (l lllend the 
Enugu State Council of 
Tradit ions ! Rulers Law and make 

provi sion for Grand Patron and 
Pstrons. presented by the Leade r 
ol· tile House (/v!r .IN 
,-lnichukll'll!. read the First t im e. 

IVI r Speaker: l-Ion . Cullc:agues the: 13il l 

before us. the Enugu State Council of 
T1·ad iti onal Rul ers (Ame11dment) Bill No. 

· 9 . .2 00-1 h<1S been read fen the J'irst t ime. 

Leader: Thank yo u. Mr Speaker. may 

lllO\'t' rhm the Bill he 110w read for the 

S1..'Cl l ild tilllt' . 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Avvgu South ): 
tvl r Speaker. Si r. I ha w ri se n to second 

the Motion . 

( Jnlaf( n· Second Reuding read 

Leader: M r Speakt'l Sir. you w ill 
recall that 111 Novemher. :?.003 , thi s 

hunnur<lbk Houst' ul' Asse mbly d id pass a 

Bill t·eco tl stitu t itlg t:nugu State Council of 

Trad iti onc1 l Rulers <llld today aga in there 

is ~Ill amendment to that particu lar Bi ll. 

Till· p1·im:1 ry rt':-tson hl·hind it is that 

cuunc:sy demands that tu 'v\·hom honou1· is 

due so honou r is given. In the Bill the 

E:-;ecut ive Governor of Enugu State has 

deemed it t·it that there is every need fo r 
the provision f()r grand [XI tron and patrons 
ol· r:: nugu State Tr:1ditional Rul ers 

Counc il. w hich is just like in eve ry 
organ isation be i t c lubs. co mmuni t ies . 
town unions where there is provision lt11· 
grand patron and patmns. 

As you '-v ii i agree with me \\•e kilO\\ 
that their roles ~I I' C' aclvismy. A t lim es . 
expe rt ence. we say. can not be waived 

away. more especia ll y tn uit ical 
pos iti ons . more imponantl y in posit ions 
like the Traditional Rulers Council. The 

Council is constrained in th t.·i r delegations 

because the tradition~1l t·uiet·s rcprt'St'ill 
clillt·rcnt Cllll11llllllitit'S. 011c u!' the p1·itlle11·y 

pmposes ol' clemunacy is th cll evnvhoLI:-. 
every group has got to play hi s own mk 
at va ri ous level s and at va ri ous tim es . Tilt' 
role of trad iti onal rul ers ca nnot be 

82() 

undermined by any we ll reasontng 
cit izens of th is co untry . Thci 1 

contr ibutions in mainten<·lnct' nl· peace e11lli 
lli·Lic1· in th~_•it· \'~lritlLIS Cll mn1Ullit iCS C<1lll1U\ 

be over-ru led. 

It is in thi s ve in that the Govcmur ul· 

cnugu State deemed it necessa ry that 
since peace ca n be maintained at va t·i ous 
commun iti es. at the sa me tim e. thet·e is :1 

meeting poi11! "h~:.·t·d1y ell least. unu: in a 
\Vilil e. all the Traditional Rulet·s w ill cumt' 
togethe 1· to discuss iss ues alfectin:; l ·: nu :;u 

Sti.ltt' and :IS cm~tnelli ng !'rutn iht·tr 

com munit ies respecti ve ly . 

As a res ult they are those w ho are 

su·pposecl to he thne ell till' meeting to 
cont r ibute their op ini on::; lo 1· the progress 

of their comm unities ancl the Council 

itse lf. as we l l as Enugu Swte. They .s huuld 

ha ve a lo rum for the c.\cha nge ol· i clc~1 s 

and t·or them to come up w ith suggest ions 

to strengthen the progress ol' Enugu State. 

0 
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HOU SE OF AS :-,:: MULY 

ENUGU STATE 0! N l( iERIA 

Thursdav. 8'" J ui t·. 200-1 

(The House mel u: I ') ,1 m.) 

PRAYEIZ~ 

(M r Speaker in tl1<: :.::'11 :1ir) 

APPROVAL OF V ~ >' ! 'E ;-; AND 
PROCEED I~~ < ~S 

M r Speaker: Honow .1i<le Colleagues. 
our Votes and Proceedi w.!.s Nu. II of 7111 

July, 2004 are now bei ~ H·c tl1e House . I 
have gone through them :1 n,1 10 my mind I 

found them to be CO JTC1 ' · bul I still call 
for your comments. 

M r A. C. Chigbo (U / u I J\\ ~tni ) : I have 
equally gone through . .. 

Deputy Leader: t tl1 ·:uvati on M r 
Speaker, I bel ieve that i11 ( lU I Stancli11g 
Order the Speaker is '. \: .:ted with the 
power to adjourn th t· i : ouse vv ithout 
Question put. I thought d1 :1 t what would 
ha ve been there is t i :: It :vir Speaker 

adjourned th e House '" cn1·d ingly on 
T uesday without Questi( l!: :··.ll 

Mr Speaker : T he \ io•.IS L' adjourned 
based on the Question. 

Deputy Leader: We .!i d 11 \J l agree. 

Mr Speaker: I l i,; d yuu th~1t 

determine the votes of t iLi~: o.: in favour o1· 

aga inst by the vo ice \ .·h·~ n I put the 

Quest ion. We agreed and we have the 
adjournment taken 

Deputy Leader: If you go to the 
Verbatim Report, you w il l see what I am 
sayi ng. 

Mr Speaker: There was no division. 
We agreed on that day. If we did not we 
would have call ed for a di vision say 15 
say yes and 3 said no then you will have 
that in the Verbat im Report. 

Deputy Leader: If you understand 
where I am going to I was say ing that you 
have the r ight to adjourn the House 
without Question put. 

Mr Speaker: I am surprised that you 
are making thi s type of amendment. I am 
very surpri sed because the Verbatim 
Report wi ll not carry this amendment. If 
you insist I know that I have the right to 
clo it. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, please 
go ahead . 

X!') 

Mr Ch igbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Spe'aker, Sir, I have gone throu gh the 
Votes and Proceedings of our last sitt ing 
<1nd found them to be correct. I. theretore. 
mo ve for their adoption. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you Mr 
Speaker, I ri se to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Vo tes und Proceedings ol Wednesday. 
7'1' .Ju~y 2004 accordingly adopted 
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:Main Question ]Jl'! and ugreed to: 

Resolved: That thi s honourable House 
today, the 7' 11 day of July :2004 confirms the 
appointment of Mr Chukwu Samson M. as a 
Member of Enugu State Judicial Service 
Commission. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Appreciation 

Mr Speaker: 
I. First of all I w ish to thank our 

Secretariat, that is the Clerks 
office. We sat yesterday, and had 
a very long sitting. We never 
knew that we are going to sit 
today. We did everything 
possible to see that our Votes 
and Proceedings and other things 
are ready before today. So, that 
is true commitment and 
determination. I thank you ve ry 
much for a job we ll done, and, of 
course, I wish to extend my 
happiness to my Colleagues. 
This appears to be the highest 
honour because of the short 
notice . So, I thank you very 
much fo r answering our ca ll. 

Meeting 

2. There wi ll be a meeting of the 
House Comm ittee on Land and 
Housing, Works and Transport 
today 7' 11 July, 2004, on the ri sing 
of the House. all Committee 
Members are invited to the 
meeting. The venue is 
Chairman 's oftice, Room 11 6. 
Mr Chukwu Egbo signed. 

/ 

817 

ADJOU RN MENT 

An hon. Member: Adjourn till Tuesday ' 

Mr Speaker: We are not adjourning till 
Tuesday, we are adjourning till tomorrow. 

An hon. Member: No! Mr Speaker! 

M'r Speaker: Order! Honourable 
Col le:agues, there is a Bill sent th is morning, 
and we may recall that the other day we 
were hinted on that. If we li stened to the 
Radi 6, we would have heard the 
announcement. So, we have to go ahead and 
make the amendment. We, therefore, adjourn 
till tdmorrow, please. 

Leadu: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move 
that th is honourable House do now adjourn 
t ill Thursday, the 8'11 day ofJuly, 2004 at 10 
a.m. Thank you. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South) : M r Speaker. 
Sir, I have ri sen to second that Motion as 
mov,ed by the Leader. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adj ourn till Thursday 8' 11 Jul y, 2004, at 
1 Oa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.06 p.m. 

.-
r 

-~ 
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of the man in te rm s of age, in terms of 
comportment as was detail ed and 
demonstrated before this honourable House, 
can go a long way towards guiding him in 
futu re endeavour. 

He is not over-assum ing, he believes 
actually and I believe that there is no end to 
learning. Learning is a progress ive 
realization. It is a j oumey towards a 
progressive real izat ion of a predetermined 
worthwh ile venture. So, as a journey, one 
cont inues to learn until one dies. There is no 
end to it. 

I beli eve that by this honourable House 
confirm ing this man 's appointment, he w i II 
even conti nue to learn even as a tutor and 
every other thing. So I commend once more 
the ingen uity of the Govemor going for an 
elder to come under the Judicial Service 
Commiss ion because of hi s wealth of 
w isdom in terms of seniority and exposure 
because if you watch the CV you w ill see 
that he is a retired, seasoned, carrier civil 
servant, but from his own explanation, he is 
not yet ti red. He may be reti red but not yet 
tired . And I think th is energy of 
unrelentlessness is what the Governor has 
seen in him and requires to be tapped. So I 
call on my Co ll eagues to consider this man's 
appo intment by looking at both his wealth of 
experi ence. Experi ence they say is the 
highest teacher, and the best teacher, and 
then give him the i1ecessary confirmation. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, I wi ll be very 
brief; hav ing li stened to the Member 
designate, and I am happy that we ha ve seen 
him . H is educat ional qualil~cat i ons may not 
be as compact and as sound as we wou ld 

· have w ished it to be. I am, however, 
suppotting hi s confirmation based on one 

point; I am suppotting his confirmation 
because the qualifi cation that is meant for 
men1bership is not cheap : somebody who 
has · problems and somebody who is of 

I 

questionable character. For him to have 
stay~d in the civil service all these whi le and 
rose to the post of Director and retire, we 
take that into consideration for him. 

So, in the course of governance, there is 
always room for a mixture of both the old 
and the young, so that the old wi ll be acting 
as a break to the acts of the youths. So, I 
urge my Col leagues to ki ndl y help to 
confirm the appointment of the man, hoping 
that as he promised, he is going to bring his 
experience to bear on the job. But I wi II 
quite disagree on the issue of learning, 
because learning is a means to an encl. It is 
after learning that one begins to match into 
determining what to do. He is going there to 
do a job and not to learn, we expect him to 
do a; job at the Judicial Service Commiss ion. 
Thank you. 

816 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oj i River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, having heard the Member 
desi'gnate, hi s appointment is a round peg in 
a round hole, and I request this honourable 
House to clear him. Thank 

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Having 
satisfied the constitutional and legislat ive 
requirements of this honourable House by 
answering the questions posed to him by our 
Co lleagues, may I now move that the 
nomination of M r Chukwu M.S. as . a 
Member of the Judicial Service Commiss ion, 
be confirmed by this honourable House, dnd 
that the Question be now put. 

Q1;1estion, That the Question be now put, 
put cmd agreed to. 
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can bring the previous experience into play 
wherever you are cal led upon to serve. 

The Judicial Service Commiss ion deals 
with more or less, every aspect of life, 
Peop les problems here and there. And I said 
advisory in that when you see certain things, 
hear certa in th ings, you ass ist in taking 
decisions in such issues and then advising 
for a f inal analys is. This is what I mean. I 
thin k by the nomination or the appointment, 
His Excellency has actual ly mentioned, he 
has graciously done that by considering 
quite a lot of facts, a lot of things in making 
me to appear before you today. Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Chuk:wu, welcome, because it is not easy to 
be appointed and from the type of education 
you had, it is a great achievement. You may 
not have known that it is because of you that 
the honourable House con vened today . 

From what you have seen, how would 
you assess the Members of the Enugu State 
House of Assemb ly? And in your day to day 
activ ities in the State, how w ill you relate 
with them? That is one. Go ing through the 
CV, you are we ll vast in health matters and 
iss ues, cum education, do we say that it is a 
square peg in a round hole') 

Member Designate: Thank you very 
much. From what I said ea rli er on, as far as 
educat ion experience is concerned, l do not 
think that there can be any analogy of being 
a square peg in a round hole, because, l have 
sa id earlier on, the experi ence you gathered 
over the years that you are us ing in any new 
venture, any new carrier. 

Let me say that l am eternall y grateful 
fo r the House to have convened for my sake. 
I am eternally gratefu l and in fact one will 
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sort of not deny himself of the cooperation 
and gratitude both individ ually and 
collectively. So that is what l have to say. l 
am grateful to the Speaker and to all the hon. 
Members for taking time to consider me. 

' Leader (Jvfr Anichukv,;u). Mr Speaker, 
having answered all re levant questions f rom 
the hon. Members, may I move that M r 
Chukwu takes a bow and leave . Thank you. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Ud i South): Thank you, 
Mr . Speaker, I have ri sen to second the 
Motion that Mr Chukwu takes a bow and 
leave. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Chukvvu accordingly took a bow and 
lefi ~he Chamber. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the i)1terv iew has been conducted . May I call 
on you now to make your comments. Let us 
have an overview of the interview we just 
concluded about that candidate. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Ani/nve).· Mr 
Speaker, I noticed one paiiicular factor 
duri1ig the interview. The gentleman was 
very consistent, very un-shivering and 
actuqlly I w ish to believe that the genesis of 
some of our lawyers, and all the lawyers, not 
even some, the genesis of wearing wig on 
duty symbolizes wisdom and that emanates 
from the man. He must have been an elder, 
well tested. If you watch the CV of the man, 
he is not a young man. He was born in 1941 
and l believe, working under thi s Judicial 
Service Commission deals with some 
aspects of the legali t ies and laws of the 
State. I believe that the wealth of experience 

t. 
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Member Designate: No. Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I did Psychiatric, thai is about mental 
ill ness. and I was teaching that in the 
School. 

Mr Enebe: M r Chukwu, l have seen you 
C.V .. . . Are you a graduate? 

Mr Des ignate: Yes I am a graduate. l 
think that when you talk of graduate it is 
somebody who has undergone a course 
under particular disc ipli ne where you are, 
not matter of a graduate the Un iversity and 
in obtaining your B.Sc., MSc., and Phd. 
Be ing a graduate is grad uate of your own 
profession. 

Mr Enebe: Did you do NYSC? 

Member Designate: No, Sir. 

The Chairman: Please, I think we are 
getting a littl e confused in your C.V . 
document before me. What I see is 
Chukwuka M .S. Chukwu. Then, the 
certificate of Admini strative Course you got 
from Staff College of Nigeria, l have 
Chukwuka Mbonu Andrew . . . 

Member Designate: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
M.S. is Mbonu. 

The Chairman: What is Chukwuka? 

Member Designate: Chukwuka is my 
tirst name that l am known by almost every 
member of the Commun ity. It is my lgbo 
name. 

The Chainnan: What is your sumame? 

Member Des ignate: My surname is 
Chukwu. The name that everybody calls me 
is Chukwuka. Even His Excellency knows 

me with that pa1ticular name. A I most 
everybody calls me w ith that particular name 
in A·gban i. And my other names are 
Chukwuka Chukwu is my father 's name, 
Mbonu is my other Igbo name. 
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Chief Wh ip (Mr E. Odo). Mr Chairman, 
Sir, tyl r Chukwu, having studied your C.V. I 
want to believe that you really merited this 
position and that you know what you are 
going there to do. Is it true? 

Member Designate: I agree w ith you, 
Sir. 

Chief Wh ip: Well , having clone that ~md 
at one time you said that your role is mainly 
advisory, that is why I ask you that you now 
shows that you know what to do, and at a 
point you eq ually sa id that. I don 't know 
what again you are sti ll going to learn. But 
my question is that having acquired a lot of 
certificates in the Health Sector or Civil 
Servjce you have now left that to go to 
Judicial Service Commi ss ion. What do you 
think that you have merited as to qualify you 
in the first instance to be a Member of 
Jud icial Service Commission and second ly, 
what kind of advise do you intend issuing 
and to whom is that advise to be issued? 
Thank you. 

Member Designate: A nything anybody 
is do ing is a learning process. There is no 
end to learning. So when we say that we 
continue to learn, we cont inue to learn. We 
cannot say that we are perfect in whatever 
profession we are. There is a continuous 
leaniing process. Well , matter of my being 
eligible or most qual ifi ed or whatever in this 
my ·profession at the time. We continue 
servi·ng and I think I am able to continue 
servi'ng. l can serve in any capacity. So we 
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B.A. at tertiary level. I have not seen where 
you wrote your WASC or First School 
Leaving Certificate and what of other 
certificates? 

Mr Chukwu: What is happening is that 
my course or rather my training took care of 
my initial qualifications and this is why I did 
not actually dwell on the initial 
qualifications of the Senior School 
Certificate and Standard Six. I proceeded to 
study nursing first; from there I was making 
progress in different areas in health matters. 

Deputy Leader: Ce1iificate for qualified, 
certificated person; what is it called? 

Mr Chukwu: It is there. The State 
Registered Nurse is there; the State 
Psychiatric Nurses is there. I have them 
there, that is, R.M.N. and S.R.N, they are 
there. 

Deputy Leader: Did you study at C.l.C. 
because I saw C.l.C. here? 

Mr Chukwu: Yes I stud ied in C.l.C. 

Deputy Leader: Did you obtain your 
· WASC there? 

Mr Chukwu: I did secondary Class four 
there. My fUiiher educational qualifications 
took care of- take for ex<lmple my city and 
Guild Examination took C<lre of those lower 
qualii~cations . At least I h<we City and Guild 
Teacher 's Certificate that took care of all 
those other initial certificate. Am I 
understood? 

Several hon. Members: Yes . 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Cha irman, Sir, 
may Mr Chukwuka M.S. Chukwu (Member 

~ 

Designate) run down his C.V. for us so that 
we will know him. Thank you. 

Member Designate (J..;fr M.S. Chukwu). 
M y names are Chukwuk.a M.A. Chukwu. I 
hail from Agbani. My permanent address is 
Ndibunagu Amagu Agbani . My address of 
contact is No. 8 Boardman Street Uwani 
Enqgu. I was born on 17 May, 194 I, and I 
started schoo l, - I think in 1947 if my 
memory put me right. I attended primary 
School at Methodist School Ogui. I attended 
Secondary School at C.l.C. Enugu. After 
C.I.C. I traveled to England where I did my 
Nursing Profession. One is in the Hospital, 
that is, Psychiatric Hospital and the other in 
the medical Hospital. After that I started 
work. While working I started taking other 
cours,es. I did a course in Teaching where I 
got the City and Guilds. 

After that, I came back home in 1976 and 
I took. a job with the Ministry of Health as a 
Nurse, Tutor, having transferred my carrier to 
Teaching as I mentioned earlier on with City 
and Quilds qualification which I obtained in 
one of the Technical Colleges in U.K. So, I 
came back and I had a job to teach in the 
school of Psychiatric Hospital here in Enugu 
and from there I progressed from where I 
was till I retired. 1 left the School to the 
Ministry for Administration purposes. And 
from th~re carried on. During my course I 
was also attend ing lectures, doing lectures 
here and ,then both in the School of Nursing 
and in the general School in UNTH and 
other COLirses on ground at the UNTH. 
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The · Chairman: Excuse me, Mr 
Chukwu,, do you have any idea about 
surgery? ' 

Q 



• 

1625 Enugu State House ofAssembly Debates 
7 Ju~y. 20()4 

1626 

proceedings of th is aspect. In the first 
instance. what was demanded was two 
people who mi ght have been legal 
practitioners. Then if for any reason the 
House in error, may be out of not working in 
their own particular jurisdiction, clears two 
people for instance and there are some other 
persons there who is not a lawyer, then it is 
now the duty of the Executive if somebody 
petit ions to now strike out the name of the 
erring pat1y. you understand, so, I think our 
business as far as I am concerned is to clear 
the person, then as to whether or not the 
composition is in order there is no way the 
House could be a magician because in the 
first instance we never screened any person 
here as a Member of Judicial Service 
Commission and we aught not know what 
we are not exposed to know, my thinking is 
that after screening the person in question 
and in screening him we are left with option 
of examining whether or not the person has 

· an unquestionable integrity as was specified 
in the Constitution. After that, if any for 
reason it is not geographically spread, that 
is, a different matter altogether if there is a 
petition really, and if there is none it 
constitutes a waiver, so let us carry on. 
Thank you. 

The Chairman : Honourable Colleagues, 
Mr Chukwuka M.S. Chukwu is here before 
us, he has been nominated by His 
Excellency, the Governor of Enugu State, Dr 
Chimaroke Ogbonnia Nnamani as a Member 
of Judicial Service Commiss ion. You can go 
ahead to ask your questions. 

Mr M. Nze Onyeze (lgboeze North 1) : 
Mr Chairman, my question is, Mr 
Chukwuka M.S. Chukwu. the function of 
Judicial Serv ice Commission, now tell us 
the functions considering your background. 

How do you think that you are fit to do the 
work? 

Mr Chul<wul<a M.S. Chul<wu 
(Member-Designate): Thank you Mr 
Speaker and my hon . Members, I think from 
my little understanding the functions of the 
Judic-ial Service Commission is based 
primarily on advisory, recommendation and 
generally just on advisory. And my 
experiences as a Civil Servant previously, I 
think. this may be the opportunity to sti ll 
have some knowledge that can be exploited 
by tl)e Commission in the performance of 
duties involved . I am of the opinion that 
experience in dea ling with people in the past 
years continues. Thank you very much. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Chukwu, my question, I 
am not sati sfied with yo ur answer because 
this is something standing in the 
Constitution. It is expected to have authority 
and is not a merely advisory body. How do 
you praw the I ine between authority and 
advis9ry concept which you are proposing, 
the a~tthority and advisory function, how do 
you draw the line? 
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Mr Chul<wu: I think the test of the 
pudding is in the eating, when one gets in 
one will then tinct out exactly the details of 
the function and really I am not yet there. 
Am I understood? 

Several hon. Members : Yes. 

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr 
Chairman, Mr Chukwuka, having gone 
through your C.V; I find it difficult to 
appreciate what one can, just with wave of 
hand, say these are your certificates. For 
instance, we have First School Leaving 
Cet1ificate at primary level, W ASC at 
Seco~dary level , OND or HND or BSc or 

-
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say on the matter. What I nm saying is that, 
it is at this stage or point of consideration 
that the House can now pinpoint that there 
are no geographical spread. 

The Chairman: Is the hon. Member for 
A wgu Notih (/11/r enebeiJ now requesting 
that we should go ahead to request the 
Executive to send to the House the I ist of 

· those already appointed as members of the 
Judicial Service Commission and to clear if 
they were geographically spread? 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Chairman 
Sir, we were about calling the nominee in 
when an hon. Member rai sed the issue of 
Section 144 of the Constitution. Thereafter, 
another hon. Member stood up and said that 
it is not our business to appoint people. In 
reply, I said that it is our business too. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you Mr 
Chairman, according to the Const itution, our 
duty is to clear the names. If we jettison the 
Constitution, that means we are flouting the 
Constitution, which should not be. We 
should not dwell more on whether there is 

. geographical spread. Our duty is to clear the 
names presented to the House at any given 
time. 

Deputy Leader: Are you now 
abandoning the hon. Member for A wgu 
North (Mr Enebe) (Prolonged laughter). 

The Chairman: Hon. Colleagues, the 
Deputy Speaker is referring to the 
Constitution and he is quoting that it 
demands on us to find out i!'the candidate is 
qualified to be a member of the 
Commission. This is no argument. He is not 
asking whether the candidate is from 
Oduma, Umulokpa, Mmaku or Agbani. 
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Mr Enebe: Mr Chairman, Sir, we are 
here on a serious business . The issues rai sed 
could be thrown back to the Executive. 
There is no reason why somebody should 
mention my name asking whether you are 
abandoning hon. Enebe. A re we joking here? 

The Chairman: Ho·nourable Colleagues, 
please if you want to talk, you should 
address the Chairman or Mr Speaker and not 
addressing individuals (Laugh ter). 

Mr J.C. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, the question is that there are 
cetiain things we will do and the integrity of 
the house will be at stake. On the issue of 
membersh ip of the Jud icial Commiss ion, we 
do not need to know whether any vacancy 
exists or not. So I do not know how it may 
sound if the House refers the document back 
for clarification. 

The Chairman: l am sorry th is issue 
came .to me now and l have to read it out, 
and l: am going to tear this paper. l have 
appealed to the hon. Members that they 
should not sign attendance I ist for an hon . 
Member that is not in the Chamber. Today, 
again somebody has signed for the hon. 
Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze). l do not 
understand, please stop this practise . .. 
(Interruptions) . 

Please Mr Chukwurah kindly give them 
another attendance sheet again, but do not 
sign fo r an hon. Member that is not here. 
From today on wards, no hon. Member 
should touch the Attendance sheet unti I we 
fini sh our sittings, thereafter we call names 
to know who and who that are present. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, my 
observation is that l think it appears in order 
for the House to resume this normal 

<:) 
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mandatory that the President of the 
Customary Collltmust be there. 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu N01ih): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I want to point out that it is 
not conventional for people to use the 
information that is outside the coffers of the 
House to argue on the Floor of the House. If 
the Customary Colllt Board is dissolved, the 
Clerks-at-Table can buttress it for easy 
reference. You do not assume that 
someth ing happened somewhere, rather let 
us sit down and do the busi ness of the clay. It 
is either we are deliberating or not and we 

· could stay up to three hours. We sit and 
discuss something that is concrete. We do 
not come here to say let us do it and go, and 
I will not be a patty to vote on an issue that 
is not clear. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgboeze N01th 1): Mr 
Chairman, we listened to the Constitution 
very well. The constitution stipulates that in 
making such appointments, it did not say in 
considering such candidate. The 
appointment was made by the Governor and 
it is the duty of the governor to make an 
appo intment. In making the appointment, he 
takes thee things into consideration our 
business is to consider the candidates 
whether they are qualified or not. It is not 
our business to appoint or see whether they 
were spread or not spread. If a candidate is 
qualified you say he is qualified and send 
the name back to the Executive for swearing 
or and otherwise. So it is not our business to 
consider these factors you are saying now. 

The Chairman: What we are quarreling 
wi th is not the stipulations of the 
Constitution; the provisions are very clear. 
Why I disagree with the hon. Member for 
A wgu North (Mr Enebe) is that it is not our 
duty as to know whether there is existing 

vacancy or not. Again the House does not 
appoint. Appointments are made according 
to the law; rather tbe house has the powers to 
rectify appointments. I am sure that before 
ever the issue of appointment comes to the 
House, they must have referred to the 
Constitution. 
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appreciate every hon. Member's 
contributions; I still appeal that the moment 
we are in the Chambers let LIS believe that 
we are here to learn . In as much as some of 
us do not have the oppottunity to be goi ng 
through the Constitution, page by page, the 
moment we are in the Chambers we are here 
to learn, whether we sit everyday or not 
hence we are legislators we can sit six times 
in a week. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Chairman, Sir, we have 
twenty-four hon. Members in Enugu State. 
Each Constituency is represented by an hon. 
Member. We have three Senatorial Zones 
and ,we have about nine members in the 
House of Representatives. What I am saying 
is that there are thit1gs we will be saying and 
that we will want it to be in conformity with 
the bureaucrat ic laws. If a li st of candidates 
for twelve positions is presented in the 
House of Assembly for consideration , the 
House can insist in doing it. It is at the point 
of consideration that the House can now tell 
the governor that from A wgu Constituency 
there is no representation . It is the duty of 
the House to do it. It is not done in the ai r. 
What I am saying is that the House of 
Assembly ... (Interruptions). 

Tl1e Chairma'l: I hope you are not 
quarreling with geographical spread? 

Mr Enebe: I am not quarrelling with it. It 
can be mentioned that I do not want to keep 
quiet, so that people will not ask what did I 
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· Chairman, Section 197 of the 1999 
Constitution reads: 

practztzoners in Nigeria for not 
less than ten years; and 

(f) Two other persons, not being 
legal practitioners, who in the 
opinion of the Governor are of 
unquestionable integrity 

/ 

197( I ) There shall be established for 
each State of the Federation the following 
bodies, namely-

(a) State Civil Service Commission, 
(b) State Independent Electoral 

Commiss ion; and 
(c) State Judicial Service Commission. 
(2) The composition and powers of each 

body established hv sub-section (I) 
o{ this section ore os set out in part 
II o{ the Third Schedule to this 
Constitution. 

(3) In appointing Chairman and 
Members of boards and Governing 
bodies o{statutory cmporations and 
companies in which the Government 
o{the State has controlling shares 
or interests and councils of 
Universities, colleges and other 
institutions of higher learning, the . 
Governor shall conform with the 
provisions of Seclion 14(4) of this 
Constitution. 

Then, let us go to Third Schedu le, Pa11ll, 
No.5: State Judi cial Service Commiss ion . It 
says: 

A state Judicial Service Commission 
shall comprise the following Members-

(a) The Chief Judge o{ the State, 
who shall be th(' Chairman; 

(b) The Attorney General ol the 
State: 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

The Grand Kodi ol the Shari a of 
Appeal of the Slate, ifany; 
The President ol the Customary 
Court . o{ Appeal o{ the State, if 
any; 
Two Members . vvho are legal 
practitioners and who have been 
qualified to practice as legal 

The Chairman: Honourable Deputy 
Speaker, l think, we have already passed that 
stage, because what the hon. Member for 
A wgu No11h (Mr Enebe) wanted to know is 
whether there is vacancy or not. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Point of 
Information. Mr Chairman, the information 
is that you recall that barely last month, the 
Chairman of Judicial Service Commission 
dissolved the Customary Cou11s in Enugu 
State. 

Mr Chairman, l am aware that the 
President of Customary Cou11 is a member 
of Enugu State Judici ary by provisions of an 
Act embedded in the stipulations and as read 
out by the Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe). 
Now it is making it compulsory that the 
President of the Customary Cow1 must be a 
mem ber following the dissolution of the 
Board. I do not know what we are 
quarrell ing with here . There is provisions for 
the same Customary Cou11, that you cannot 
appoint somebody there without constituting 
the Customary Cou11. It is not even easy to 
find out whether the components 
(Interruptions) 

The Chairman : The hon. Deputy Leader 
(Mr Anikwe) is derailing. What we are 
talking about is not customary cou11, rather 
we are discussing Judiciary Service 
Commission. There is no way; the two 
things will be the same. However, one is 
aware that the Customary cou11 has been 
dissolved and the Constitution made it 

809 
·' 

~ 

!~-
k-



1617 
Enugu Stale !-louse o,[Assembly Debates 

7 July, 2004 1618 

My second question is now that he is 
qualified based on that provision , that 
Commission, how many Members do they 
have now. Are we sure that we have only 
one member there who is not a legal 
practitioner? Based on the information they 
gave you, do we have space for additional 
member? These are things we have to look 
at. 

The Chairman: Well, the question 
raised by the hon. Member for Awgu No1th 
(lv!r Enebe) cannot be answered because 
they just sent in the name and they know 
why they appointed him. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Chairman, I think the 
business of the House is to find out whether 
a person is qualified or not. The composition 
of the Judicial Service Commission is not 
our business. We are treating an individual 
case, that is the business of the House. We 
were not given seven or I 0 names. 

Mr Enebe: Information. Mr Chairman, I 
di sagree that our business is to screen. Our 
business is to make sure that the members 
are appropriate and suited. It is not just for 

. screening. 

The Chairman : Honourable Colleagues, 
do not think, apa1t from the Special 

Advisers (SPAs) where we have 
Constitutional right, or powers to determine, 
because the Constitution states what the 
Governor should have as SPAs, I do not 
know of Judicial Service Commission and I 
am sure that for them to have sent this 
nomination to us means that there is vacancy 
there. There is no way they could have sent 
this nomination when the place is already 
over-staffed. However, whatever the House 
decides to do, fine and good. 

./ 
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Mr Enebe: Mr Chairman, I quite agree 
with what you are saying on the assumption 
that probably there is a vacancy there. But, I 
di sagree that if the membership of that 
Commission has people who are not lawyers 
is not ambiguous, it is ambiguous if they 
have people who are not lawyers. 

. Mr A. C. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr 
Chairman, what the hon. Member for Awgu 
North (Mr Enebe) is saying is an 
administrative job, it is not our job. Our job 
is to clear the candidate brought here by the 
Executive. 

The Chairman : Fellow Members, let me 
make an appeal. If we have any issue to 
di scuss and a Member wants to get 
clarification, that does not necessarily mean 
that the Member is against what we are 
doing. Let us not look at it as if we are in a 
hurry. 

I am sure that up ti II today there is 
somebody that has never known the 
qualification of Members of the Judicial 
Service Comm ission. And having said that 
even two Members are not supposed to be 
lawyers, it is alarming that some Members 
are just saying let us do it and go. Those 
Members do not even know that we are 
learning. If we get our Rules, we see that we 
are supposed to sit on Wednesdays. There is 
no day we are not supposed to sit. It is only 
because we amended it that is why we do not 
sit. 

The hon . Deputy Speaker is quoting 
Section 197 of the Constitution which I am 
sure that some of us have not even come 
across. So, let the Deputy Speaker read that 
Section. 
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Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
may I move that the message from the 
Governor of Enugu State be accepted for 
immediate cons ideration. Thank you. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker, I 
I1 ave risen to second the Motion as moved 
by the Leader (Mr Anichukwu) 

M r C.O. Enebe (A wgu Not1h): Mr 
Speaker, my question is whether we can 
have an idea of what qua I ifies someone to 
become a member of the Judicial Service 
Co mmi ss ion . 

Mr Speaker: Well, the Constitution said 
· something on it. It is just like other 

Commissioris. You do not need to major in 
any discipline before you be a member of 
the Judicial Service Commission. You do 
not need to be a lawyer, provided moment 
you are we ll read. 

Deputy Speaker (!vir Atigwe). Mr 
Speaker, the Third Schedule of the 
Const itution. It is there, that you must be a 
lawyer and the other one you must qualify in 
other th ings. 

We want to know whether this man is 
com ing as a qualified lawye r or as what? . 

Mr Speal•er: Excuse me. There is a 
Motion on the floor that has been duly 

· seconded . This thing could be discussed in 
the Committee of the Whole House. When 
we get to the Comn~ittee, we can talk about 
all these things. If he is not qualified, we 
wi II fo rget about it. 

Question pul and agreed lo. 

Resolved. That the House do accept the 
Message from the Governor for immed iate 
consideration. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move that 
the House do resolve itself into the 
committee of the Whole House fo r the 
screening of the candidate. Thank yo u. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, I have ri sen to second the Motion 
as moved by the Leader (Mr Anichukwu) 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed lo. 

NOMINATION OF MR CHUKWUKA 
CHUKWU AS A MEMBER OF 

JUDICIAL SERVICE COMMISSION 

(Considered in the Committee of the 
Whole House) 
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The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
now that we are in the Committee of the 
Whole House, may we hear the issues raised 
by the hon . Member for Awgu North (Mr 
Enebe) before we call in the member 
designate. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Chairman , I wanted to be 
cleared, because I looked at hi s Curri cu lu m 
vitae and saw that he, the Member des ignate, 
is not a lawyer ... 

The Chairman : He is not a lawyer! 

Mr Enebe: Yes! So I wanted to find out 
if people who are not legal practitioners are 
free to be appointed as Members of the 
Judiciary . We have gone through the First 
Schedule of the Constitution and we see that 
we have prov ision for two Members who are 
not lega l practitioners. 

() 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGER IA 

Wednesday, 7'" July, 2004 

(The House met at I() a.m. ) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Distingu ished Col leagues, 
ou r Votes and Proceedings No. 10 of 
Tuesday, 6th July, 2004, are before us. I have 
gone th roLigh them and fo und them to be 
correct. However, I call for you r com ments. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East) : I have 
equally go ne through the Votes and 
Proceed ings of our last sitting and found 
them to be correct. I. the refore. move fo r the 

. adoption of our Votes and Proceedings. 
Thank yo u. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsuk ka West) : Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
for the adoption of the Votes and 
Proceedings . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of' Tuesday, 6'" 
.July 2004 accordingly odul7ted 

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCJ~ THE 
EXECUTIVE GOVERNOR OF ENUGU 
STATE, DR CHIA1AROKE NNAMANI 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TO THE 
S7>1TE GOVERNMENT 

806 

Telephone.· 042454357 

Government House, 
(Ahuja Building) 
Enugu. 

Our ref ENS/SSGIM260/I!/544 

July 6'" 2004 

The Speaker, 
Enugu Stale House of Assembly, 
Legislative Chambers. 
Independence Layout, 
Enug u. 

NO!v!INATION OF MR CHUKWUKA 
CHUKWU AS A MEMBER OF J UDICIAL 
SERVICE COMMISSION 

His Excellency Chimaroke Nnamani has 
nominated Jvfr Chukwuka Chukwu as u 
member of Judicial Service Commission. 

2. Consequently, I have been directed 
tofo;ward his name to you for consideration 
and · possible confirmation of' the 
appointment . 

3. Your usual prompt action is please 
solicited while assuring the Honourable 
House of His Excellency's highest 
cons ideration. 

(sgd) 
Dr Dun Slwre 
Secretary to the State Government 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday. I'' Julv. 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(M r Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 291

h 

June, 2004, are before us. I have gone 
. through them and to the best of my 

knowledge they are correct. However, I 
need your comments. Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgboeze No1ih 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have eq ually gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 29th 
June, 2004, and found them to be correct. I 
therefore, move for its adoption. Thank 
you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oj i River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, having gone through the 

· Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 29th 
June, :?.004, I rise to second the Motion on 
the adoption of Votes and Proceedings. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday. 29'" 
June. 2004 accordingly adopted 

781 

Confirmation of Return of Writ 
from Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
Enugu in Respect of Member 
Representing Awgu South 
Constituency and lgboeze South 
Constituency 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Col leagues, 
you wi ll recall that following the 
nullification of the election of the hon. 
Member for Awgu South (Mr Maduabu) 
and the subsequent declaration of a vacant 
seat, and the resignation of the hon. 
Member for lgboeze South (Mr F Ezema) 
who contested and won election as Local 
Government Chairman, a by-election was 
held last weekend in these two 
constituencies to fi II the vacant seats . 1 have 
before me now, the returns of the INEC 
result which confirmed that (Mr Emmanuel 
C. Maduabu and Mrs Elizabeth EzeugM'U) 
respective ly are the winners in the two 
constituenc ies . to represent them in the 
House. In view of this development they 
have to be sworn-in this morning. They 
should be call in for the swearing-in 
exercise. Thank you . 

OATHS 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE OR 
AFFIRMATION 

AND 

OATH OF MEMBERSHIP 

Thereupon the follow ing Members took 
and subscribed the Oaths required by Law. 

1. Mr Emmanuel Chukvvunalu 
Maduabu (Awgu South 
Constituency) 
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11. Mrs ELizabeth EzeugJ•IIU (Igboeze 
South Constituency. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, I 
wish to congratulate the hon. Member for 
Awgu South (Mr Maduabu) and the hon . 

. Member for lgboeze South (Mrs Ezeugwu) 
on behalf of all of us. 

I wish them we ll and do hope that the 
zea l with which they came in will match 
with the tempo of work. 

I always appreciate the efforts of the 
hon. Member for Awgu South and I can tell 
Members that within the last few months 
he was with us, he was able to turn out 
many Motions, and 1 believe that having 
won the battle again this time around, he 

. will endeavour to turn out a private 
Member Bill. 

We also repose our confidence on the 
hon. Member for lgboeze South (Mrs 

· Ezeugwu). We wish two of you well, and I 
say once more, congratulations. Thank 
you. 

ORDER OF THEDA Y 

THE ENUGU STATE WASTE 
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY, BILL 

NO.8, 2003 

Adjourned Debate on Question (29'" 
June. 2004) 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I move that the Bill be now read a 
Second time. Thank you . 

Mr D.A. Anih (Enugu South I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second that Motion as 
moved by the Leader of the House. 

/ 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
we may recall that debate on the second 
reading of the Bill was deferred during our 
last sitting on Tuesday 29111 June, 2004. So, 
having moved a Motion for the second 
reading, the gate is now open for those 
Members who have not made the ir 
contributi ons, to do so. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I stand to support the Bill. The 
Bill is a double barrel document. The 
Enugu State Waste Management Authority 
and the Environmental Court all aimed at 
producing a clean environment and healthy 
human person. 

[ will not go down the lane to enumerate 
the gains of a clean environment because 
the earlier speakers have spoken so much 
on that direction, and they did very well. 

Mr Speaker, I am in support of the Bill, 
like I have said earlier, except some ugly 
parts of it; like the following: Section six, 
page six, No.1 

I read: The authorities shall have powers 
to do anything which in its opinion is 
calculated to faciLitate the carry ing out of 
its function under this law including 
without limiting the generality of the 
following: 

782 

Mr Speaker, this is an open-ended 
statement, and if we pass it, it will become 
a law, and a law should not have any open 
ended statement. 

Mr Speaker: What is the hon. Member 
for Oji Ri ver (Mr Obidinma) suggesting 
that we should do? 

Q 

" 
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Mr J.C. Obidinma : Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
said that the authorities have too much 
powers to do anyth ing. I mean they should 
be guided and the Committee shou ld look 
at their powers and check it. 

Mr Speaker: You said that the 
authorities have powers to do anything. 
What are you quarrelling with? 

Mr J.C. Obidinma: Mr Speaker, I am 
quarrelling with their powers. They should 
be limited to a point. 

Section 8A Powers to Employ: The Bill 
· empowers them to employ staff from grade 

levels OI - 06 without referring to the 
Ministry. The question is: If these staff are 
recruited are they Civil Servants or not? I 
suggest that they should refer to the 
Ministry before recruiting or to the Civil 
Service Commission. Again, Mr Speaker, 
Section II (a) Annual Account and Audit: 
The authority shall have Internal Auditor 
who shall ensure that the authority and 
their agents/consultants and/or advisers 
comply vvith the financial and contractual 
pe1jormance act. What I am saying here in 

· effect is, if this Bill is passed without 
amendment, it will not be a Parastatal 
because l know that the Book of Accounts 
of Parastatals must comply strictly with 

. Companies and Allied Matters Decree of 
1990. So I want the House to specify it 
here. 

Then Section Jl(iii); The Auditor 
General of the State shall within three 
months of receipt of th e! said financial 
statement complete the Audit and forward 
same to the Minist1y. Mr Speaker, this Bill 
is seeking to control the working capacity 
of the Aud itor General. I do not know how 

-" 

possible it will be. To my mind they cannot 
control him. 

Mr Speaker: Then what do you say? 

Mr Obidinma: That side should be 
expunged entirely. The Auditor General 
should be given space to work and not 
giving him time frame because we do not 
know his time sched ule. 

Mr Speaker: Come again! 

Mr Obidinma: I said ll(iii) The 
Auditor General of the State shall within 
three months of receipt of the said financial 
statement complete the Audit and forward 
the certified copies of the audited accounts 
to the Ministry. I am saying that they do not 
know the working schedule of the Auditor 
General, he should not be limited to a time. 

Mr Speaker: Does the hon. Member for 
Oji River (Mr Obidinma) mean that there 
should be no time lag? 
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Mr Obidinma: Yes, Mr Speaker, 
because the Aud itor General is a human 
being, he knows what to do and the 
authorities have no powers to do that. 

Section 13(i ) Owners of Undeveloped 
Plots in a built up areas: 

(i) The owner of any undeveloped 
plot in a built up area who fails 
to keep it clean and tidy or fi'ee 
ji-om over-grown weeds is guilty 
of an offence and liable on 
conviction-
a. to a fine of not less than 

N2, 000.00 and in addition: 
b. to the cost of clearing the 

over grown grass in 
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Thi s is the ~1rea 1 am 
quarrel ing with. 

Mr Speaker, what I am saying is that in 
th is case somebody can do a job of one 
thousand Naira and give a bill for ten 
thousand Naira. This could create problem. 
So I am saying that that side of the Bill 
should be expunged. 

Section 22; Sanitation Day 229i) 
. Notvvithstanding thl! provisions (l this laM! 

or any other written law. the last Saturday 
of every month shcrll _fi-om the 
commencement of' this law be observed as 
Sanitation Day. Mr Speaker, Sir, I am here 
to make suggestions because this is about 
cleanliness of our environment and ofrices. 
T suggest that last Wednesday of very 
month be added for clearing the oftlces. 

Section 27: Offences relating to staff of 
the Authority. etc. 279i) ; A member o{staff 
of the authority or any person authorized 
by the authority to carrvout any of its 
.fimctions under th is law shall in the 
execution of his duties have powers to: 

(a) enter into any premises between 
the hour of six in the forenoon 
and six in the evening for the 
purposes o{ in.\pection. issuing 
of notices. arresting offenders. 
sei::: ing of any good. items or 
vehicles. confiscating 
auctioning abcrt ing any 
nuisance. 

Mr Speake r, Sir, what I want to say here 
are as follows: This wil l leave a negati ve or 
positive implications; it may be abused, 
and if the House must leave it, may I add 
that-

(i ) During such operations a Civil 
Servant not below grade level 10 
should accompany them; 

(ii) A police officer should also go · 
with them. 

Otherwise, somebody may just stand up 
from any place and go to his enemy and 
start to cause havoc there. 

With the exception of these 
observations, I think that this a good Bill 
that should be suppo1ied. I therefore urge 
hon. Members to look critically at the Bill 
and suppo1i it. Thank you so much, Mr 
Speaker. 

Mr J.U. Onoh (Enugu No1ih): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, much has 
been said about this Bill and I have 
reviewed the Bill myself. But due to lack of 
time, I would not go into details; rather I 
will suggest in my personal opinion that 
there is so much to. be criticized in the Bill 
than to be praised. If we pass this Bill like 
this , the authority will have all the powers 
as the police except the powers of directing 
a search. So I would suggest that the Bill be 
referred to a Committee and the members 
shou ld contribute effectively on the Bill. 

784 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Enugu North should understand that we are 
going into detailed debates here and that 
wi II give the Committee the idea of what 
the House wants of the Bill. Just go into 
detail ed debates, we are not in a hurry. 

Mr Onoh : Mr Speaker, Sir, I know that 
we are into detailed debates, but due to 
want of time, I would say that I fully adopt 
the suggestions made by the hon. Member 
for lgboeze North l (Mr Onyeze). My other 
opini on on the amendment to the Bill will . 

0 
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I 
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be in writing and fo rwarded to the 
Committee. Based on that. Mr Speaker, Sir, 

. I beg to take my Seat. Thank you, Si r. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I ): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have gone through this very 
Bi ll. The Bill just looks l ike a masquerade. 

: lf one is watching a masquerade, one wi ll 
get excited but if one gets ri ght inside a 
masquerade he wi ll see the ugliness of the 
masquerade. In this very Bi l l, in fact there 
are so many manoeuvres which we are 
supposed to recti f ied befo re passi ng the 
B iII. T he tit le of the B iII Enugu Srate Wusle 
.Jvfanagement Authority. does not expart iate 
what is conta ined inside the Bi ll. I am 
saying that Environmental Protection 
Agency should not be disso lved; rather 
Waste Management A utho ri ty should be a 
part of that Environmenta l Agency in 

. Enugu State. 

T hen, on the issue of n nes, they are 
exorbitant. 1 believe the Ch ief Execut ive of 
this very State, Dr Chimoroke Nnamani is 
fight ing ser iously agai nst poverty in Enugu 
State and I wonder why some group of 
peop le either by way of mistake wrote thi s 
ki nd of ti nes which I see as a sort of 
exploitati on on our people and we are here 
to represent our people and speak their 
mi nds. 

With thi s, Mr Speaker. I ca n say that 
this Bill should be referred to the 
Committee wh ich should invite the 
Commi ss ioner, fo r him to recast thi s very 
Bill because I know qui te we ll that the 

- Chief Executi ve is not aware of thi s. If he 
is aware it woul d not have come to this 
very House. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: I ca n clSS ure the hon . 
Member for Enugu South I (Mr Ani) that 

this is an Execut ive B ill. If it is not, there is 
no way this B il l cou ld have been brought to 
the honou1·able House for debate. I do not 
see anything bad about the Bill. T he idea 
there is that this law want us to dissolve the 
Enugu State Environmental Protect ion 
Agency and to re-es tab lish the Enugu State 
Waste Management A uthority. It is not 
say ing that we shoul d forget about what the 
Bi l l is seeking. The whole arrangement is 
0.1( _ 
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Mr D. A gbo (Enugu East) : M r Speaker, 
a lot has been sa id about the meri ts and 
demerits of thi s Bill. But I st ill observe that 
throughout the ent ire Bill there is no 
PI'Ovis ion made on how the A uthority could 
be charged to court if they fai I to perform 
their funct ions . If we fa i l to address thi s we 
might go back to the old system whereby 
the Author ity only co ll ects money f1:om 
people but fails to col lect or dispose the 
waste. So, I am say ing that a provision 
should be made in the Bill to em power the 
people or customers who are paying fo r this 
waste management Au thori ty to charge the 
Authority if they fai l to perform their 
funct ions. With th is, M r Speaker, I would 
like the Comm ittee that w ill handle thi s Bill 
to look into thi s so that the A uthori ty w ill 
ha ve the ir own right whil e the publ ic w ill 
also have their own ri ght. Thank you. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo) : M r Speaker, 
have ri sen to note that all the while the Bi l l 
has been under debate that Members did 
not have access to the original Law, that is, 
the Enugu State Environmenta l Protection 
Agency which ordinaril y would have 
assisted Members in their debates as to 
know why in the fi rst instance the EN SEPA 
has to be replaced and then usher in a new 
Law. So. it is my humble w ish to move that 
furthe r debate on this Bi l l be deferred so 
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that Members who have even spoken can 
have access to add other things if the 
original Bill, which is about to be repealed 
is made available to them. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I am on my feet to second the 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Debate on the Bill accordingly def'erred 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meeting 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
please, on the rising of the House we will 
meet in my office because I have to brief 
Members on the call received from Abuja 
yesterday. 

Book Presentation 

There is a book presentation on Judicial 
Excellence in honour of Justice Anthony I 
Igu. The presentation is going on right now 
at Nike Lake Resort Hotel. All of us are 
invi ted to be there. The time is supposed to 
be I 0 a.m. and because of our delay in 

. sitting this morning I do not know how we 
· are going to make it. At the end of the 

sitting and the briefing in my oftice, those 
of you who want to go can find their wag 
to Nike Lake Resort Hotel. I will lead you 
people that place on the ri sing of the 
House. All Members should pl ease be there 
because the Justice has been a good friend 
to everyone of us. 

Inaugural Meetings 

There will be an inaugural meeting of 
the House Committee on Youths and Spo11s 
on Monday 5111 July, 2004 by 12 noon 
prompt. Every Member of the Committee is 
expected to be there and on time. Venue is 
room I 01, House of Assembly Complex. 
Signed: Chairman, Mr Ugvvu Christopher. 

The Members of House Committee on 
Local Government are being reminded that 
they will have their inauguration tomorrow 
Friday 21\(1 July, 2004 in the Chairman's 
Office at Room II 0. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichuhvu)." Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I move that this honourable House 
do now adjourn till Tuesday, the 6111 day of 
July, 2004 at I 0 a.:n . 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Thank you 
Mr Speaker. I have risen to second the 
Motion for adjournment and in doing so, I 
have to use this opportunity to thank the 
State Government for bringing in a second 
woman Legislator. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to . 

Resolved That this honourable House 
do now adjourn till Tuesday the 6111 day of 
July, 2004 at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingzy at I p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERI A 

Tuesday, 6'" Ju ly, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a. m.) 

PRAYERS 

(M r Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Co lleagues, our 
Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 1" July, 
2004, are before the House. l have gone 
t hrough them, and found them to be very, 
very correct. However, l need your 
comments. Thank yo u. 

Deputy Leader (Mr P Anih11e): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, l have an observation on the 
choice of language used here on the Votes 
and Proceedings before us. l am talking of 
page one, paragraph 2; The Speaker 
announced to the House that he had 
examined the Vo tes and Proceedings for 
Tuesday, 29'" June, 2004, andfound them to 
be accurate. In spite of this, he called for 
Members ' comments. As there was no 
amendment, the Votes and Proceedings were 
adopted nemine contradicentre. In other 
. words, meaning, l don 't know whether 
unan imously or what? So, that language 
should not continue to appear in our 
deliberation because it is a Latin Language 
which is not used here. So, instead, we 
should use and adopted unanimously, and not 
nemine contradicente. Thank yo u. 

Mr Speaker: Alright. Please, for the 
purpose of clarity, Clerk at Tab le should take 
note. 

./ 

Deputy Leader: Thank you Mr Speaker, 
Si r. In the absence of any further observations 
and amendment, I move for the adoption of 
our Votes and Proceed ings of last sitting as 
the correct recording of Votes and 
Proceedings. Thank you. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hav ing gone through the Votes 
and Proceedings of Thursday, I st July, 2004. I 
rise to second the Motion on the adoption of 
Votes and Proceedings. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, I'' 
July, 2004. accordingly adopted. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE ENUGU STATE WASTE 
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY BILL 

NO.8, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to Di ssol ve the Enugu 
State Environrriental Protection Agency and 
to establi sh the Enugu State Waste 
Management Authority. 

Adjourned Debate on Question (29106/04) 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move that 
the B iII be now r'=ad fo r the second time . 
Thank you. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South 1) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to second the Motion that was 
moved by the Leader (Jv!r Anichukwu) Thank 
yo u. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, you 
will recall that during our last sitting when 
the debate was go ing on, at a point, the Chief 
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Whip (Mr E. Odo) requested that copies of 
the Bill which we are trying to repeal be 
made available to the House. And I wish to 
express my happiness to the Leader of the 

. House (Mr Anichukwu) who tried to as much 
as possible to produce all those documents. 
The documents have been circulated to 
Members since yesterday . So, having 
complied with the request as made by the 
Chief Whip of the House, I wish to call on 
those who have not been able to contribute, 
to kindly do so now. I am appealing that we 
·have to exhaust whatever debate we have on 
this Second Reading of the Bill which have 
to do with the merits and demerits. So, those 
of you who have not been able to contribute, 
the Floor is very, very open for your 
contributions. Thank you. 

Mr A.C. Nnadi (lgboetiti West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen in my place to say 
one or two things about this Bill. It is very 
unfortunate that I was not here when debate 

: on the Bill was initiated . However, f will 
make my unalloyed contributions in suppo1t 
ofthe Bill. 

Mr Speaker, I do not intend to repeat the 
speeches already made by my Colleagues. I 
want to emphasise on a Section of the Bill 
.that is affecting my person , and I think the 
defence must be extended to the good people 
of Enugu State. Before I go to that Section ... 

Mr Speaker: Order! Incidentally, the 
hon. Member for Igboetiti West (Mr Nnadi) 
was not present. So, he cannot talk on what 
others have said. 

Mr Nnadi: Mr Speaker, may I then be 
allowed to make my own contr ibutions the 

: way I have prepared it. Before I make this 
assettion, I have to point out that the welfare, 
to my mind, and the protection of the good 
people of Enugu State rest on the Legislature 

and for us to provide this protection and this 
welfare, we are to make laws that will have to 
promote good protection and welfare. We do 
not have to make such laws that will be to the 
detriment of both the protection and we lfare 
of the people. 

My speech goes straight to the first 
schedule, number three, page 27, what they 
said- Section 2: Primary/Nursery Schools-
15 classes and above - N 18,000 per annum. 
Then primary/Nu:·sery Schools I 0 - 14 
classes - N 14,400 per annum. Then in that 
order. 

When I came across this patticular 
number or section, I felt so bad because this 
money will still fall down to the common 
masses because the management of these 
institutions will now spread this amount on 
either the pupi Is or the students, as the case 
may be, and if the public hears this, I do not 
think it is recommending the integrity of this 
House. They will now begin to give us 
negative interpretation and explanation. I 
want a situation where we take a critical look 
at all these fees and then do justice to them by 
way of reduction . 

As to the Bill, it is ve ry, very good, if and 
only if, the implementers or the executors 
will adhere strictly to the concepts ofthe Bill. 
If they can live up to the concept, then for 
making this law, I do not think we will have 
problem . It will go a long way to take care of 
the welfare and protection of the people, it 
wi II go a long way to improve the economy 
of the individual persons in the State. But, if 
we allow the Bill to stand as it is now, we are 
go ing against the concept of this Bill. It is 
better, as it is popularly sa id, that a healthy 
nation is a wealthy nation, and I know that 
good health results from good sanitation, 
good hygiene, clean environment. If those 
that will make this th ing work will work by 
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adhering, like I said, to the concept of this , 
we will have little or no problem. So, let us 
still look at the Bill in the way it will suit the 
good people of Enugu State. 

Mr Speaker, with this let me rest my case. 
Thank you . 

Mr Speaker: Thank you, ve ry much. I 
still believe that at the appropriate time, the 
Committee will look into some of these 

: issues as canvassed by the hon. Members. 

I am aware that, foll ow ing those of LI S 

who have made our contributi ons ear li er 
before now, we would have completed thi s 
debate last week, but it is because of the 
request of the House that we make copies of 
the law which we are trying to repeal. 

However, I appreciate the position and 
still believe that those of LI S who may still 
wish to contribute more can go ahead and do 
that. If we do not have other contributors, of 
course, the Leader who is the Sponsor of the 
Bi II can therefore address the House. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr AtigJ·ve) : Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. I am happy that I have been 

. given the oppot1unity to speak on this all 
impo11ant Bill. Mr Speaker, hon. Members, I 
forsee a situation where we shall have 
different issues but the same principle in this 
Bill. 

First of all, I want us to look at the title of 
this Bill , which says "A Law to dissolve the 
Enugu State Environmental Protection 
Agency and to Establish the Enugu State 
Waste Management Authority and other 
Matters connected therewith. 

Mr Speaker, in my opinion, it should be a 
Law to dissolve the Enugu State 
Envi ronmental Protection Agency and to 

estab lish the Enugu State Environmental 
Sanitation Authority and other Matters 
connected there with. 

My reasons; we can see from the law we 
are about to make that Waste Manage ment 
appeared once. And we still see the 
interpretation Appropriate Authority. 

Here the Bill is seeking to repeal the State 
Environmental Protection Agency, while at 
the same time interpreting Appropriate 
Authority to mean other authorities 
esta bli shed by any law in fot·ce and charged 
with environmental protect ion. I think yo u 
have seen the Interpretation of Appropriate 
Authority. 

Mr Speaker: What ofthe others? 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
talking about Appropriate Authorities. 

Mr Speaker: Okay! Let us look at 
authorities. 

Deputy Speaker: Authority means Waste 
Management Authorities established by thi s 
law. What it means is that the two laws runs 
parri-passau. If they run parri-passau, we 
sho uld then merge them, and consider them 
side by side to be the same law. I would not 
elwe ll on what others have said. In their 
inte rpretation, there is nothing like bank, and 
this people are going to co llect money. Where 
will they pay-in thi s money? I feel they 
should have a bank. If you see Section nine, 
Financi al Provisions - fund for the authority: 
(i) and (ii ), says thus : 
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(i) The Authority shall establish and 
maintain ajimdfi·om which shall 
be defi'ayed all expenses incurred 
by the authority in the 
perfo rmance ol the Authority's 
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duties and functions under this 
law. 

Mr Speaker, I still ask where 
will they pay this money into? Is 
it into their pockets? 

(i i) The Funds established under sub­
section one of this Section shall 
consist of the following:-
(i) to sub-section (ii) (a) to (e). 
They are talking about funds 
without saying where the funds 
will be paid into. In my opinion, 
there must be a coordinating bank 
that shall keep and maintain the 
account and should be stipulated 
in the schedule. Futihermore, 
there is no interpretation about 
suits or injunctions . There is 
where they say one has to be 
exempted, that is, sub-section 
(iii), Section nine. 

So funds shall be established under this 
Section and shall be paid into designated 
. banks. Where is the interpretation of bank 
here? Their pockets is a bank, or Ogbete 
something is their bank. Furthermore, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, we have to lay emphasis on the 
laws we have made such as the Enugu State 
Rural Development funds, Education 
Development levies. We have to look into all 
these laws before passing this law so that we 
shall not go into collecting double taxation. 
Again, we should have schedules for 
designated urban areas, form of applications, 

: exemption scales from levies, form of 
accounts, form for demand and payments . 
All these will form pat1 of this law. We have 
to define between low density and high 
density areas. We should be careful about 
bribery because bribery as in my own 
interpretation is private benefits to the 
detriment of the public. Now what we are 
saying is who will guide the guard. What 
type of authority are we giving this people. 

In my opinion, the Board of Internal 
Revenue should guide this people, otherwise, 
if they are the only people to be collecting 
and spending without anybody guiding them, 
then they will become government between 
government. Then we are not going to see 
any type of government, they wi II become a 
parliament of their own. On levy, we see the 
philosophy of levy in this State. His 
Excellency, Chimaroke Ogbonnia Nnamani , 
has set up a good leadership for us and this 
could be seen in democracy dividends within 
the three Senatorial Zones. If these people 
work together to achieve this ... that is why 
we say in Igbo that: Ayuko mamiri emu, ogba 
ufufu. Many business people do not pay tax 
here. In overseas you pay tax on whatever 
you buy. This law is trying to make sure that 
whatever you are doing, you pay for it and 
contribute your own quota for the 
development of this State. As we are saying 
this I am of the opinion that the Board of 
Internal Revenue should monitor them . 

I do not want to say that other people have 
already spoken but I am saying that some of 
us will send our own pati of the amendments 
to the Committee concerned in writing. A II 
these things here are not against the people; 
they are for our own good. Whatever 
preparations we are making, we talk of world 
history as one of our members rightly said. If 
you go to areas affecting nursery schools and 
other places in the developed countries they 
pay. I am of the opinion that while we are 
making formal contributions on the Floor of 
the House, we should expunge government 
schools. Again, this is why I say we should 
have basis for these payments. 
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For instance, near my vi II age there are 
some areas where they sell things, they do not 
call it kiosks. They may sell in the dry season 
and during the rainy season they do not sell. 

I 
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Because the law is flexible, we are saying 
that those who are going to monitor this very 
Bill should know how to handle this exercise 
when they get to the rural areas. This is 
·where you can bend the law and we cannot 
break it. With the priority of government, 
they should not have the same demands like 
in the urban areas . Mr Speaker, Sir, I am not 
fully done because I am going to make my 
presentations in writing to the Committee, as 
at when due. Thank you, Sir. 

Mrs C. Ene (Ud i South): Mr Speaker, I 
am in suppo11 of this important Bill because 
people say that cleanliness is next to 

: Godliness and it is a known fact that a good 
number of people of Enugu State will benefit 
from this Bill, if passed. Mr Speaker, I have 
gone through the Bill and I observed that all 
the necessary amendments there have been 
made by my hon . Colleagues. I, therefore, 
move that the Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, 
put and agreed to 

!11ain Question put and agreed to 

Bill accordingly read the Second time 

Mr Speaker: My hon. Colleagues, the 
Enugu State Waste Management Authority 
Bill No. 8, 2004 has now been read for the 
Second time. I wish to sincerely thank all the 
hon. Members for the wonderful 
contributions especially the very first day, the 
second day and today we just rounded off the 
debates on this Bill. 

I wish to express my happiness for the 
proud done to this honourable House by the 
·hon. Members. 

This Bill attracted long debates and most 
Members demonstrated the fact that they are 

the true sons of Enugu State; they are true 
sons of Igbo lands; they are true sons of this 
great nation. Thank you very much and God 
wi ll continue to bless you and we now wait 
for the Committees on petroleum Resources 
and Environmental Management and 
Judiciary, public petition, Ethics and 
Privileges to come out with their Repo11 
before any other issues will be talked about 
on this Bill. Thank you very much and on this 
note, I wish to thank the Clerks-at-Table and 
the Press for their wonderful co-operations. I 
sincerely believe that a tree does not make a 
forest. I thank you because without your 
guide; without your co-operations we would 
not have completed the debates on this Bill. 
So, thank you very much and God will 
continue to bless yo u, we say- to God be the 
Glory. Thank you. 

MOTION ON MATTER OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

Chief Whip (Mr E. Odo): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have a Motion on Urgent Public 
Importance and I would crave the indulgence 
of Members to seek the suspension of Order 
25 from the Standing Orders of the 
honourable House so as to enable me move 
the Motion. Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgboeze Not1h 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion that 
was moved by the Chief Whip (Mr E. Odo) 
Thank you . 

791 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolution to the Minister of Aviation and 
the President of Federal Republic of Nigeria 
condemning the Hatched Plans by the 
Chairman, Senate Committee on Aviation, 
Senator Chris Nshi to divet1 the Good 
Intention of the Federal Government of 
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N igeria to Upgrade the Enugu Airp011 to an 
International Status. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, on this 
note, may I move that the Enugu State House 

· of Assembly do convey a resol ution to the 
Minister of Aviation and the Pres id ent of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, condemning 
plans by the Chairman Senate Committee on 

. Aviation, Senator Chris Nshii to divert the 
good intention of the Federal Government to 
upgrade the Enugu Airpo11 to an 
International status. Thank yo u. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
second the Motion as was moved by the 
Chief Whip of the House (ll/fr Odo). Thank 
you. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, permit me 
to draw the attention of this honourable 
House to the hatched plan to displace Enugu 
Airpo11 to International one . Mr Speaker, Sir, 
a thorough look at Guardian Newspaper of 
Friday, the 2"d day of July 2004 absolutely 
suggest a colossal gerrymandering towards 
not only dive11ing the attention of the Federal 
Government of Nigerian to upgrade the 
Enugu Airpo11 to an International one but 
also using a structural and systematic design 
and approach to down play and drag to the 
mud all the efforts of the Mini stry of 
Aviation and Federal Airpo1is Authority of 
Nigeria in favour of upgrading Enugu 
Airpo1i. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it beclouds ones sense of 
reason ing if a distinguished Senator of the 
Federal Republic of Nige ria and notably a 
Chairman of a sensitive Committee as 
Aviation could publicly show unbounded 

· sentiments over issues that borders the South 
East-Geopolitical zone without due course to 
the facts on the ground . Mr Speaker, Sir, 
permit me to lift the quotation of the 

distingu ished Senator in Guardian Newspaper 
of Friday 2"d day of July, 2004, and I hereby 
quote: 

.. . the Federal Government and my 
Committee are currently favourably 
disposed to Owerri Airport becoming 
an International facility for reason of 
facilities on the ground provided in 
the past fo?H years under the tenure 
of Dr Kema Chibve as Aviation 
Minis ter. 

In all modesty, Mr Speaker, Dr Kema 
Chikwe was the Minister of Aviation for the 
whole country and never for Imo State alone, 
and it would be unfai r for the distinguished 
Senator to confine her numerous 
achievements while in offi ce to the provision 
of Facilities to Imo Airp011. The Honourable 
Minister as she then was equally provided 
facilities in Enugu Airport and made 
favourable recommendations, which places a 
conspicuous edge on Enugu Airport over and 
above any other local airpo11 in the South 
East geo-polit ical zone. 

A visit to all th~ airpo1is in the South East 
geopolitical zone by an unbiased umpire wi II 
certain ly confirm that there is no index to 
com pare Enugu Airpo11 to any other in the 
South East to the extent of its runway route 
and terminus building which are the foremost 
consideration for the location of airpoii aside 
from the constant favourable weathering 
cond it ion in Emene where the airp01i is 
located . 

Mr Speaker Sir, at this point, I would seek 
your leave to state that it is a common 
knowledge that Enugu State is the 
Ad min istrative headqua1iers of Eastern 
Nigeria and that Enugu State appears to be to 
the East what Kaduna is to the No1ih, and 
what 'lbadan is to the West, and on this bases 
it is a noted fact that Enugu International 
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Airpoti appears to be the first Airpoti that 
was established in Eastern Nigeria. And so it 
is my belief that the distinguished Senator 
did not even consult perhaps his Colleagues 
in the House of Representatives. And Mr 
Speaker, Sir, it is high time Igbos in 

: Authority should strive to attract new Federal 
Government presence in Igbo land instead of 
playing local politics on a settled matter as it 
is in the case in point. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the dangers of not 
upgrading Enugu Airpoti to International 
standard will be devastating in the sense that 
it will run counter to the promise of Mr 
President during his electioneering campaign 
in one of his visits to Enugu. Also several 
past Ministers of Aviation who have visited 
the Enugu Airpoti along side .with officials of 
Federal Airport Authority of Nigeria went 
back satisfied that it is the next to be 
upgraded to International Airpoti. Exclusion 
of Enugu Airpoti not to attain International 
status would render the exercise of the 

: aforementioned personnel futile. Mr Speaker, 
at this point I, wish to observe that the 
Federal Government has given approval for 
the upgrading of this Airpoti to International 
Airpoti. But it is just that we have not gotten 
the white paper and it will be very, very 
disastrous if and when approval has been 
made seeking the blessings of the hon. 
Minister and President and then only to be 
twatecl by the recommendations of the Senate 
Committee on Aviation which I believe that 
decision was not really done along side with 
the Members of the Committee. In the light 
of this, Mr Speaker, I wish to finally say that 
it will be sad, if we do not find all possible 
means to stop this ugly incident because we 
shall be sad , to witness a clay when merit is 
abandoned and sacrificed at the alter of 
gerrymandering; and a day when 

: qualification will be discarded at the expense 
of local · politics and finally, a day when 

deserving rights and privileges will be eroded 
on grounds of petty jealousy. 

I wish to pray as follows, craving the 
ind ulgence of Members to resolve: 
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I. That the Enugu State House of 
Assembly wishes to convey a 
Resolution showing their several 
appreciation to the Federal 
Government of Nigeria for 
placing Enugu Airpoti in the top 
most priority list in the 
consideration for an International 
Airport. 

2. To convey a Resolution drawing 
the attention of the President of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
and Minister for Aviation for the 
hatched plan to divert their good 
intention to upgrade the Enugu 
Airpoti to an International status. 

3. That this Honourable House do 
appeal to the conscience of the 
Senate Committee on Aviation 
and the House of Representatives 
Committee on Aviation to 
recommend that Enugu Airport 
most deserves immediate 
considecation for upgrading to 
International A irpoti. 

4. And finally Mr Speaker, that the 
House urges the Federal Airpoti 
Authority of Nigeria not to relent 
and also understudy the inspection 
so far conducted in the Enugu 
Airpoti and advise and 
recommend to the Minister of 
Aviation the genuine need to 
uphold merit in the consideration 
of Enugu Airpoti to aspire to 
International standard. 

Be it moved and it is here moved. 
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Mr M.O. Onyeze (Igboeze North 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to suppo1i the 
Motion as moved by my hon . Col league (Mr 
Odo) . 

The issue is that the statement credited to 
the Senate Chai rman, Comm ittee on 
Aviation, should draw the attention of this 
honourab le House because it concerns all of 
us. Even though the comments, as I read 
them were not focused, it sti II deserves ou r 
attention because in politics, you do not take 
any statement for granted, particularly when 
it is coming from such a highly placed 
official. 

It is unfOiiunate that the Senator failed to 
appreci ate the hi storical position of Enugu as 
the headq ua1iers of old Eastern Region. God 
has made it so right from the time of our 
colonial masters, and our foremost 
politicians, including Rt. Hon. Dr Nnamdi 
Azikiwe and others, appreciated Enugu as the 
foremost city in the Eastern Region. lt is not 

: surprising that Enugu Airport should be 
upgraded to International status. 

My hon. Colleague has already pointed 
out that Enugu is to the East what Kaduna is 
to the No1ih or what lbadan is to the West. If 
we look at the position of these cities that 
were initially regional capitals ofN igeria, we 
find out that Enugu has always suffered. 
Whenever there is an attempt to give us a 
project, it will linger for decades and will 
eventually slip off our hands. 

As the history of University of Nigeria 
Teaching Hospital; it has taken almost 30 
years since we sta1ied hearing about UNTH 
com ing to Enugu, after all, the University of 
Nigeri a, Nsukka, is the pioneer autonomous 

: Un iversity in the country. They are just 
moving into the permanent site of the 
Teaching Hospital this year after the 

University has lasted for 44 years. We see 
other Federal Universities, once they are 
estab lished the Teaching Hosp ita l is built 
immediately. We talk of our International 
Trade Fair Comp lex, we have now had Trade 
Fair here for about 15 years, yet every year 
when the President will be presenting his 
budget or declaring open the Tracie Fair, he 
wi II say that International Trade Fair 
Complex will be built in Enugu and with so, 
so hundreds of millions of Na ira, yet even 
now, we cannot locate where this project is 
going on. 

It is unfortunate that whatever concerns us 
is treated that way; that is why I support the 
Motion that we should cry out, that they 
should not take away what has been given to 
us, or they should not let it I inger for too 
long. If we listened to Radio Nigeria today, 
the Chairman of the House of Representatives 
Committee on Aviation, that is hon. Dr 
Mart ins Oke, he was commenting on th is 
matter. He sa id that in this year's budget 
NJOO milli on was allocated to Enugu 
International Aiq:iOii. He sa id so this 
morni ng. Now how come that another hon. 
Member, a Senator from the same region is 
saying that this project will not continue. I do 
not know whether what has been budgeted 
for in the Annual allocation of the Federal 
Government is now inferior to the Comments 
of the Senator in-charge of the Committee. 

So, I fee l that we should cry out so that the 
relevant authority should know that it is our 
right and we deserve it. We know that Enugu 
stands to gain a lot if eventually this 
International Ai rport is actualized. 

From the comments I heard from the 
House Comm ittee Chairman House of 
Representatives, he said that we already have 
the faci lities for the upgrading of our Airport 
into International standard. But that is not 
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enough, the House should follow up the 
comments ofthis distinguished Senator, so as 
to make our views known to the public. 

If we have this AirpOii, definitely because 
of our hospitality and security we give to 
visitors, a lot of visitors will like to make 
their investments in Enugu and its environs. I 
do not think that there is any other city that 
can boast of such hospitality and security to 
visitors in the country. Also our Tourism 
Sector or depa1iment has to make a lot of 
impact. If we have international AirpOii here, 
Hotels and other bus inesses related to such 
travels will continue to grow and they will 

: create employment to our youths and adults. 

So, Mr Speaker, I support the Motion and 
all the prayers there because we deserve an 
International A irpoii at Enugu. 

Owerri also may get International AirpOii, 
but not before Enugu because we merit it 
more than them. I am not against the giving 
of faci I ities to Owerri Airport or naming it Dr 
Samuel Mbakwe AirpOii, whatever they may 
call it, we deserve International Airport as 
has been promised us, as has been allocated 
in the budget so that we will be given what 
we merit. 

So, Mr Speaker, I support the Motion and 
prayers in all respects . Thank you. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I have risen to 
suppo1i this Motion and to condemn entirely 
the comments of Senator Nshii or so, 
whatever is his name. It is very unfortunate 
that such comments should come from him at 
this point in time. 

Mr Speaker, a lot of things in terms of 
awareness and new development, and 
information has got to be to ld to the world 
particularly the distinguished Senator Nshii. 

The information is that this is a new Igbo 
society. A new Igbo society in the sense that 
we reason rather than violence. As I am 
suppo1iing th is Motion something came into 
my mind, Mr Speaker, I said okay that people 
still think that when there is any good plan 
coming to an lgbo man, somebody or 
something will happen to set it aside so that 
at the end we will lose it. 
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If that is the thinking of anybody, 
including Senator Nshii, it is very unfoiiunate 
and it shou ld be condemned. If we thi nk that 
by the time he makes his comments that 
Enugu proposed International A irpo1i should 
be dropped, that is a I ie. What the Senator 
might have in mind is that the next moment 
after the comments, an Igboman will be the 
Minister and he will go to Abuja and sta1i 
fight ing them . At this point what was 
approved to come here is now being diverted 
so that at the end, the Igboman will lose. I am 
taking it softly and wish to point out to them 
th.at the lgboman believes in superior 
reasoning too. 

I do not think that there is any reason they 
should not support the decisions of the 
Federal Government, having yielded to the 
popular demands of the people of this region, 
that Enugu State deserves to have an 
International Airport. Be that as it may, the 
federal government is not taking the request 
very lightly. Rather, the matter I believe is 
coming from this part of the region, and it is 
very very unfotiunate. 

So, th is honourab le House being the 
re.presentative of tl1e good people of Enugu 
State uses this medium, this time around, to 
tell the Minister of Aviation and Mr President 
that what Senator Nshii said is not receiving 
the suppo1i of this House of Assembly. If this 
House does not show her stand on the issue 
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there will be serious danger for the people at 
the helm of affairs to believe that the 
distinguished Senator Nshii's comments is 
representing the feelings of the entire 
Tgboman. When you talk of the Igboman, a 
true lgbo people, you talk of the city of 
Enugu as the regional headqua11ers of the . 
Igboman right from time. 

Mr Speaker Sir, I do not think that any 
level of condemnatiun wi II be too much in 

. supp011ing this Motion. If what Senator Nshii 
is saying is a joke, he should know that there 
are some jokes that will not come at a 
pat1icular point in time and such type of 
jokes on a sensitive issue is not supposed to 
come from a distinguished Senator of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria. The Enugu 
State House of Assembly deserves 
·unreserved apologies from Senator Nshii for 
having made these commen.ts at all. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am entirely suppot1ing 
th is Motion and I pray my hon. Colleagues 
should consider it wise that this Motion 
should be passed without delay. Thank you, 
Sir. 

Mr Speaker: Thank you so much. 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have ri sen to contribute to this 
public debate. I have gone through this 
Motion as moved by the Ch ief Whip (Mr 
Odo). I want to stat1 by making two 
additional prayers for consideration before I 
make my own debate. First of all, I want to 
add that this honourable House condemns in 
its entirety the statement credited to Senator 
Nshii, Chairman Senate Committee on 
Aviation. This should be our first major 
reaction on this matter. I seek for a Seconder 
before I can move fw1her. 

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to Second the 
Motion moved by the hon. Member for Awgu 
N011h · (Mr Enebe) because it is appropriate. 
Thank yo u, Sir. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker Sir, my second 
additional prayer is that this House mandates 
the House Committee on Works and 
Transpot1 to visit the hon. Minister for 
Aviation on this very matter so that we have a 
firs t hand information on what is happening 
and know what to do. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Please, did the hon. 
Member for Awgu Not1h (Mr Enebe) say that 
the House Committee on Works and 
Transpot1 should visit the Minister of 
Aviation on this matter? 

Mr Enebe: Yes, Mr Speaker. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgboeze Not1h 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I stand to second the Motion as 
moved by the hon. Member for Awgu Not1h 
(Mr Enebe). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Enebe: Thank you, Mr Speaker and 
my hon. Colleagues. Let me now do some 
li tt le contributions to the debate. I read this 
issue in the Vanguard Newspaper of 
yesterday or at the weekend. Happily enough, 
the Vanguard of yesterday carr ied the Hon. 
Commissioner for Information, Enugu State, 
Chief Ayogu Eze's possible address on this 
matter and he has reacted on the matter 
equally. So our own reaction is in order 
because the Executive has reacted on this 
matter, so the Legislature is now reacting and 
it is in order to react also. 
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The question of Enugu State and lmo 
State Airp011 as it affects an International 
standard is I ikened to a man who is looking 
on to a wedd ing day or wine carrying to an 
in-law on coming to the in-law; he saw his 
younger sister well r!ressed. That does not 
make his younger sister the wife to the 
bridegroom. What I am saying in effect is, 
even if they have taken Enugu Airpoti away 
to lmo State, it does not confer it an 
International standard. The important thing is 
that Enugu Airpoti is distinguished to Enugu 
and Enugu is the capital of South East. 

If you look at the distance from Poti 
Harcowi to Owerri you cannot place 
International Airpoti in Owerri and leave 
Enugu. Enugu Airpoti will server lmo State, 
serve Ebonyi State, serve Enugu itself, serve 
Anambra State and Kogi. But if you put the 
International Airpoti in lmo State it will 
amount to having one at Poti Harcowi and 
one at lmo a distance of say from here to 
Onitsha. So we hope those in charge will see 
the truth and leave Senator Nshii to continue 
playing hi s politics. 

You are aware that the Legislature at the 
National level is Bi-cameral. We have the 
Senate and House of Representatives. One 
does not run Committees on the pages of 
Newspapers. So before the Senator could 
make such a statement, he is supposed to 
consult all hi s colleagues at the Federal 
House of Representatives, and I am sure he 
did not consult the Members of Aviation 
Committee. I believe that he has not done 
that. I believe that from now till tomorrow 
the House can outline the benefits of having 
the Enugu Airport upgraded . The issue is that 
the Budget of this year has Enugu Airport as 
the primary respons ibility for its upgrading. 
We have to do everything possible to ensure 
that Enugu Airport has International status. 

.;/ 

I believe that there is need that after this 
Motion we will ignore all whatever we have 
said and sit down at one table and think of 
what we can do or what wi II be done to see 
that this Enugu International airport is not 
allowed to linger for a very long time? It is 
the gap or rather the time lag that is causing 
this problem. Enugu State is the only State 
where people from the Federal are doing 
whatever they like. You can imagine it is 
people from Ebonyi that are trying to make 
Enugu AirpOii to be called Akanu Ibiam, is it 
not funny? As if to say that they do not know 
that the Airport is in somebody 's State, that 
is, airpo11 in another people's State can be 
called Akanu Ibiam. Does it mean that we 
have not got peopl~ in Enugu State who have 
attained that status to call his or her name? 
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The Stadium is Azikiwe, this place is 
Okpara Square and that one is Akanu lbiam ; 
so Enugu does not have anybody who 
deserves to have his name immo11alized. It is 
unfair, so, we have to rise up to this 
challenge. It is not proper and it is not in our 
favour that something in our place is being 
immOiialized with a name from another 
place, though, this is a matter for another 
Motion. So, we have to really do something 
on that. And it is very important to note that 
of late lbos who find themselves in 
authorities are very parochial and parasitical 
otherwise lbos are in this administration, they 
would have made it possible to let Enugu 
have the airport instead of diverting it to Imo 
State. So, what I am saying is that Imo should 
wait after our own Enugu Airpo11 have been 
upgraded. Thank you . 

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker, 
I have only two issues in the Motion for us to 
dwell on. The last Speaker almost touched 
part of it. You will recall that Ebonyi State 
was just carved out of Enugu in 1996. It is a 
matter of eight years. Even when Enugu State 
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was created out of old Anambra State in 
1991, we still remain with Ebonyi as brothers 
and sisters. That a sister State just created 
few years ago is now trying to disown his 
father, it is abberation of culture and an 
indication of- Can I call it madness? Or an 
indication ofunsound mind . 

Mr Speaker, just like what the last speaker 
has sa id , when the news came on the air that 
Enugu Airport has now been re-named 
Akanu lbiam Airport and approved by the 
Presidency, there was no objection from 

. Enugu people . It is now an irony for a man 
from Ebonyi State to now turn to say no, do 
not upgrade my own man, upgrade the other 
person when Akanu lbi am hailed from 
Ebonyi State and as Ebonyi indigene to say 
do not upgrade that Akanu lbiam Airpo1i, 
they should crucify him ... (interruption) 

Mr Speaker: Sorry to interrupt the hon. 
Deputy Leader. The issue of Akanu Ibiam 's 
name has not bee confirmed. 

Deputy Leader: It has not been 
confirmed, Mr Speaker, so I think I am 
believing one thing and just like the last 
speaker said, may be this is a plan to now 
activate Government to do this project now 
and now. 

You should recall that the highest point 
the legislative Committee can do is just to 
hi ghlight the function . This is an Executive 
project approved and budgeted for, it is not 
the duty of the National Assembly, they have 
nothing now to do on it. It is now the duty of 
the Executive to implement the upgrading of 
.Enugu Airpo1i to International status and not 
the legislature now that they had passed the 
Bill into law and it has been assented to by 
the President and even money released. How 
can they now after taking some drinks say 
please relocate this to another area. He has no 

power to do it. It is now an Executive 
function to implement and actualize the 
upgradi ng of Enugu Airpo1i to International 
status and not a Chairman of a legislative 
Committee who has already given his own 
endorsement by suppo1iing and passing the 
Budget and accepted by the President. Let 
him now formally put up a Motion for an 
amendment of a Budget already assented to, 
it can now be understandab le. But not after 
hal f a year of the implementation of the 
Budget the man will just wake up, may be, I 
do not need to re-name him as Abakaliki 
man, but he just woke up to say please, 
You know the meaning of N sh i i 
(Interrupti om) 

Several Members: Nshil 

Deputy Leader: I know much better 
about that name, the Nshii, do you know the 
meaning? I do not need to go on to explain it 
but the Nshii is Nvva-mbe ... (Laughter) That 
is when you have dwarf mind in a dwarf 
person; you know what he can do. You can 
imagine what he can obtain. He is a dwarf 
person, an Nshii is just an adanshi ... 
(Prolonged laughter). That is the original 
meaning by Abakaliki people. An Nshii is a 
man so shoiiened both in brain and in 
everyth ing, in intelligence, is anachronistic, is 
as old as the word Nshii. So we can afford to 
pardon him on that. 
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Mr Speaker, the bone of contention is that 
there is the need, there is nothing we have 
been doing, the consciousness has been 
raised; the consciousness has now been 
awakened that the Nigerian Airports 
Authority, what are they doing? The 
President had said go on and · do this. They 
presented a Budget to him, he accepted and 
released money; what is withholding it? The 
same thing happened on what you called the 
International Trade Fair Complex, the same 

I 
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problem. So, that is why I welcome the 
. second proposed prayer that the House 

Committee on Works and Project should go 
direct to the Minister to find out. It is not the 
issue of the legislature. It is a dereliction of 
duty. It is now the turn of the Minister to tell 
us why, what is holding it including that of 
Trade Fair Complex. So, Mr Speaker, I think 
we have done justice by saying what is 
obtainable. It is the duty of the Executive to 
implement the Budget and not the duty of the 
Legislature to implement the Budget. I was 
expecting the man to say please the project 
has been implemented up to 50%. What is 
withholding the remaining 50% and that is 
the only level now he can perform . And not 
now to decide whether the project can be 
implemented now or not. It is not the duty of 
the Legi slature. So on this point Mr Speaker, 
may I move that the Question now be put. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
on my feet to contribute to this impotiant 
Motion. I a! ign myself in-tu/0 with the whole 
prayers. The Hon. Senator Ns hi or Nshii has 
reverted the policy on him self. You know 
that government made policy statement in 
Enugu International Airpoti for it 
(Interruptions). 

Mr J.U. Onoh (Enugu Notih): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my point of information is that I 
remembered that the last hon . Member that 
spoke last moved that the Question be put. 
(Laughter) 

Mr Speaker: Well , it is my discretion to 
. know when the Question can be put. So the 

point of information is overruled. (Laughter) 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, I have 
earli er said that the Federal Government 
made the pol icy statement on the project for 
the Enugu International Airport. Again as 
you know, we have Enugu International 
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Trade Fair Complex built in Enugu. As we 
are matching towards 2007, people are using 
our people to destroy our people. People are 
using our people to destroy our city; people 
are using our people to destroy our State. And 
it is unfortunate but my prayer is that those 
things will stop. And Senator Nshii from 
Ebonyi State, our neighbouring State and 
Si ster State, we never expect that type of 
action from him . And after that, I suppoti the 
amendment moved by the hon . Member for 
Awgu Notih (Mr Enebe), about visiting the 
Hon . Minister of Aviation. The Minister of 
Aviation should speak out because it is 
affect ing hi s own Mini stry. The forme r 
Minister of Aviation, which is Kema Chikwe 
never joined in deceiving the Federal 
Government about Enugu Airport to that of 
Imo Airport. All these things are discussed in 
Nati onal Executive Council and they passed 
it. To bring confusion into it, that is to make 
lmo State tight Enugu State and to make 
Enugu State fight Ebonyi State, is 
unfotiunate. But I think may be before we 
thi nk what action we will take, the Hon. 
Senator will try to retrace his step. With this , 
Mr Speaker, I beg that the Question be put. 
Thank you. 
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Mr F'. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr Speaker, 
Sir1 I totally align myself to this impotiant 
Motion. And I also discredit the statement of 
Senator Nshii. Mr Speaker. I have to come up 
with some point which qualities Enugu 
Airport to be upgraded to International 
Status. Enugu State is the heaclquatiers of 
Eastern Region. And if the sitting of the 
International Airpoti is to be considered by 
the seniority, equipment at the Airpoti which 
are all sound and working, primary schools, 
post primary schools, and staff quatiers , 
within the Airport, they are well qualified to 
be upgraded to International Status. 
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On the other hand Mr Speaker, Enugu 
Airport still has vast and unused level land 
that, have been lying within the Airport for 
years. There are suitable Hotels within the 
State where travelers can lodge anytime they 
are going out or coming into the State. Also 
Enugu State is conducive enough for both 
private and government workers, investors 
and travelers with their securities well 
assured. So, Mr Speaker, with all these I 
totally suppott this Motion. And I will say 
that it is wotthy and best decision for the 

. Federal Government to come up positively in 
· their proposal in upgrading this Airport 

because it is long over clue. And on this, Mr 
Speaker, may l now move that the Question 
be put. Thank you. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (A wgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, l have risen to support this al l 
imp01tant Motion. The upgrading of Enugu 
Airport to an International one is very 
imp01tant. Enugu is we ll situated, it is the 
gate way to the East. It is we ll balanced. Like 
the hon. Member for A wgu N01th (Mr 
Enebe) said, it is near to Anambra, Ebonyi, 
Abia and Kogi States. So, for one to say that 
it is Owerri that should be upgraded to 
international A irpott, is qu ite unfortunate. 
Enugu is home for all, no matter that anothei· 
State is claiming to be a home for all. Almost 

: everybody from some of these states have 
their residential buildings at Enugu. They 
must first of all land at Enugu before 
proceeding to their own indigenous states, 
and being the capital of the former Eastern 
Region, Enugu Airport deserves to be 
upgraded to an lnternationa I Airport. 

At the Airport we still have undeveloped 
lands where the runway wi ll be extended to, 
where whatever fac i I ities one needs should 
be cited and established. So, for one to say 
that the facilities at the Enugu Airport is 

·obsolete is a great lie. It is quite unfortu nate 
that Senator Nshii is making that statement. 

Former Minister of Aviation, Dr Kema 
Chikwe, must have influenced the 
Government to vote about N350 million, as 
they are saying, to Owerri Airport, but that is 
selfish ego, because she only wanted to help 
her own state in order to get International 
airpott. There is nothing wrong about that, 
but what we are saying is that the Federal 
Government has considered Enugu Airpott to 
be upgraded to an International Airport 
becaLISe of its location and facilities on 
groLPlcl. It wo uld not cost the Federal 
Government much to upgrade it to an 
Internat ional A i rpott. 

With these, few statements, Mr Speaker, 
may l move that the Question be now put. 
Tkmk you. 

Mr C. Ugwu (En ugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I than k the Mover of this 
Motion, the Chief Whip (Mr Odo). l first of 
all align myse lf corhpletely to the arguments 
made by the last speakers. 
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However, Mr Speaker, if you have a close 
look at the praye rs, especially prayers I and 
3; if we allow the:.e prayers o go through, it 
may run counter to the issue on ground. 
Prayer one says, to convey a resolution of the 
Enugu State House of Assembly showing 
appreciation to the Federal Government of 
N igeria for placing the Enugu Airport in the 
top most priority I ist. 

So, prayer one is saying that Enugu 
Airpott is in the top most priority list for 
consideration fo r an International Airport. We 
are Iiot beginning a new talk, the Enugu 
Airp01t has been considered years ago as an 
International Airpo1t, that is what l am tryi ng 
to say. 
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Go to prayer 3, it says that, this 
honourable House do appeal to the 
conscience of the Senate Committee on 
Aviation and that of the House of 
Representatives Committee on Aviation to 
recommend that Enugu Airport do deserve 
immediate consideration for upgrading to 
international Airport. 

What I am saying is that we are not 
beginning a new talk. If we begin to 
recommend now, it will jeopardize our aim. 
The Airport has been approved already for 
upgrading. So, I am saying that I amend it. 

Mr Speaker: Can the hon. Member for 
Enugu East II (Mr U,t,'Hi11) make the 

· amendments? 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oj i River): Mr 
Speaker, I think that the amendments made 
by the hon. Member for A wgu N011h (Mr 
Enebe) has taken care of tha t. 

Mr S(Jeal<er: What the hon. Member for 
Awgu No11h did was for additional prayers. 
But if we look at prayer one and see that 
what it contains takes care of prayer 3, we 
can expunge prayer 3, if it is the wish of the 
House. 

Mr Enebe: Information. Mr Speaker, I 
want to differ a bit from what the hon. 
Member for Oji River said . My suggestion is 
that if we look at all these prayers the Mover 
of the Motion made, many of them were 
targeted to the National Assembly. So, 
instead of expunging the one targeted to the 
National Assembly, we can say that this 
honourable House do appeal to the 
conscience of the Senate Committee on 
Aviation and the House of Representatives 
Committee on Aviation to appreciate that 
Enugu Airpo11 may deserve immediate 
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consideration. Let us appreciate it so that they 
will now dissociate themselves from what 
Senator Nshii must have said (Interruptions). 

M r Speaker: Order' Honourable 
Colleagues, we are just sayi ng the same 
thing. What we are saying is that Mr 
President has already approved the upgrading 
of the Airpo11, and that an amount of money 
has already been allocated. I, therefore, 
suggest that what we can do is to say that the 
Senate Committee on Aviation should 
appreciate the ap!Jroval, which has already 
been given by the President. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, I wa1it to state 
that these prayers are in order. The first 
prayer is just reminding the Government 
about the policy statement. Then prayer three 
says now implement. It is talking of 
implementation. 

Several hon. Members: No' No! 

Mr Speaker: Order! Honourable 
Colleagues, we do not intend to contradict 
ourselves. In as much as we are trying to take 
a position based on the statement made by 
Senator Nshii, we should not try to play 
ourselves or be ignorant of the fact that Mr 
President has already given approval to 
Enugu Airpo11 as an International Airport. So, 
I think what we should have done is to, just 
like the hon . Member for A wgu North said, 
appreciate the approval which has already 
been given by Mr President instead of any 
other thing. If that is good, may a Member 
bring it up as an amendment, so that we 
include it and expunge those ones that are not 
needed. · 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, the prayers as 
itemized in prayer three (3) is not merely 
asking for recommendation, recommendation 
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there is contentional, it is not for the approval 
per se. It has been approved already. 

But because of short sightedness of 
funct ions of the Senate Committee on 
Aviation and its counter-pa1i in the House of 
Representatives, there might still be cause for 
the Committee to overlook the 
recommendations. 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me, if you look at 
English language, the way somebody may 
understand a statement may differ from the 
way another person might understand it. You 
may agree or not when you come to interpret 
a statement, if there are hundred persons, 
they wi II interpret the sa me statement in 
hundred different ways . So, let us not attack 
ourselves. Let us do it in such a way that 
everybody will understand it. You will agree 
that when lawyers interpret a statement, if 
they are hundred, they will interpret it in 
hundred different ways . So let us do it in 
such a way that anybody who sees it wi ll 
understand what we are talking about; let us 
do it in such a way that even if our mothers 
and fathe rs can go through it, they can 
understand what we are talking about, by 
making it very clear and very simple. 

Mr C.O. Enebe (A wgu No1ih) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, let the amendment be made 
thus: That this honourable House do appeal 
to the conscience ofthe Senate Committee on 
Aviation and the House ol Representatives 
Committee on Aviation to appreciate the 
approvalfor the upgrading ofEnugu Airport 
to International Status by the Federal 
Government. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Thank you, 
Mr Speaker Sir, I am standing in suppo11 of 
the reso!LJtion of the Motion. The statement 

of Senator Nshii, I may say, is ve ry reckless 
and shotisighted in nature. It is shortsighted 
in the sense that I am aware that it takes more 
than seventy kilometers for one to travel from 
Ebonyi to lmo and less than forty kilometers 
to travel from Ebonyi to Enugu. I do not 
know whose interest he is representing. May I 
ask if he is representing his own interest or 
the interest of his people. Mr Speaker, hon . 
Colleagues, we have spoken so fa r about the 
recklessness of the statements of Senator 
Nsh~. May I in line with the resolutions of 
the House move that the Question be now 
pur. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Question, That the Question he now put. 
puL and agreed to 
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Main Question put and agreed 10. 

Resolved: 
(!) That this House condemns in its 

entirety the statements creel ited to 
the Senate Committee Chairman 
on Aviation, Senator Chri s Nshii 
as it at'fects the upgrad ing of 
Enugu Airport to international 
status. 

(2) To convey the Resolutions of 
Enugu State House of Assembly 
showing appreciation to the 
Federal Government of Nigeria 
for placing Enugu Airpoti on the 
topmost priority li st 1n the 
cons ideration for an internat ional 
Airpo1i. 

(3) To convey a resolution and draw 
the attention of Mr President of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
and Minister for Aviation of a 
hatched plan to dive1i the good 
intention to upgrade the Enugu 
A i rpoti to i nternati on a I status. 

(4) That the honourable House do 
appeal to the conscience of the 



1607 Enugu State House ofAssembly Debates 
6 July, 2004 

1608 

(5) 

(6) 

Senate Committee on Aviation 
and the House of Representatives 
Committee on Aviation to 
appreciate the approval of Enugu 
Airport for upgrading to an 
International Airport by the 
Federal Government. 
That this House urges the Federal 
Airports Authority of Nigeria not 
to relent and al so understudy the 
inspection so far conducted in the 
Enugu Airport and advise and 
recommend to the Minister of 
Aviation the genuine need to 
uphold merit in the consideration 
of Enugu Airport to aspire to 
international standard. 
That the Enugu State House of 
Assembly do mandate the House 
Committee on Works and 
Transport to visit the Minister of 
Aviation on the status of Enugu 
Airp01t. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Visit of Secondary School Students 

Mr Speaker: We wish to welcome our 
brothers and sisters, our children, our leaders 
of tomorrow and of course their teachers who 
have come from St. Paul the Apostle's 
Secondary School here in Enugu, who came 
this morning to watch our proceedings. I 
wish to express my happiness to the School 
for finding time to be here. And more 
impo11antly, I wish to express my happiness 
to them for the kind of comportment; for the 
kind of maturity they have exhibited since 
they have been at the gallery witnessing what 
we are doing. I thank them very much and 
that shows that they are disciplined; that 
shows that they are wo11hy ambassadors; that 
shows that they are ambassadors of their 
masters in the school and of course we look 

·' 

forward to having them some other time. I 
thank them for their mature behaviour and 
like l said we wish to be recei ving them from 
time to time and our doors are open to 
welcome them any time, any clay they find 
the time to come around here. 
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·r wish them well and advi se them to try as 
much as possible to study very hard. 
Tomorrow some of them could be here or 
some of them could sit down here and talk 
and become possibly hon . Members of this 
great House of Assembly, and some of them 
could go to the National Assembly. And I can 
tell you that one thousand kilometers starts 
with one step. And what they did this 
moming shows that they are prepared to learn 
and I thank them very much for their 
comportment. Thank you very much ; may 
God bless you. 

Emergency Meeting 

There will be an emergency meeting of 
the House Committee on Agriculture and 
Natural Resources in view of our planned 
tour this week. All Members are required to 
attend . At the emergency meeting, we are 
going to marshal out our strategy/plan for our 
tour. It was signed by Hon . Chigbo, the 
Chairman, House Committee on Agriculture 
and Natural Resources. 

Inaugural Meeting 

There will be an inaugural meeting of the 
House Committee on Judiciary, Public 
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges on Friday, 9'" 
July, 2004, time - I I a.m. prompt, venue is 
Office of the Chief Whip at room I I 6, it was 
signed by Bar. E. Oclo, the Chairman. 
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Visit to Ministry of Education 

The House Committee on Education will 
visit Ministry of Education on Thursday, 8th 

July, 2004 at 1 p.m. The Committee will also 
visit the Post Primary Schools Management 
Board the same Thursday, 8th July, 2004 at 
2.30 p.m. All Members should endeavour to 
attend, it was signed by the Hon. M. Nze 
Onyeze, the Chairman. 

Committee Meeting 

The Members of the House Committee on 
Rules and Business will meet tomorrow, 
Wednesday, 7th July, 2004 at 10 a.m. for the 
continuity of the review of the Standing 
Order of the House. It was signed by Hon. 
Anichukwu John Nwankwo, the Chairman, 
House Committee on Rules and Business and 
the Leader of the House. 

Inaugural Meeting 

The inaugural meeting of the House 
Committee on Local Government, Inter­
pari iamentary Relations, Rural Development 
and State INEC which would have been held 
on 2"d July, 2004 has been postponed to 
Wednesday 7th July, 2004, time is II a.m. 
prompt at the Chairman's Office, Room II 0, 
please endeavour to attend and on time. lt 
was signed by Hon. C. Enebe, the Chairman. 

Committee Meeting 

The House Committee on Public Utilities 
holds its meeting as follows: 

Date: Wednesday, 71
h July, 2004. 

Time: 1 p.m. 
Place: Room 105, Chairman's Office. 

-- - - - -

It was signed by Hon. Chukwuma 
Nnamani, the Chairman. 

Visa for Overseas Tour 

Please, 1 wish to remind you once more 
that our proposed tour is in progress. And 1 
would wish that, although, I do not want to 
take anybody by surprise, if you know that 
you are going for visa yo u have to pay Visa 
fees. So, Visa for (UK) United Kingdom is 
N9,000 (Nine thousand Naira) . That of 
America has not been communicated to me. 
S() those of you who are preparing to travel 
should fo rward without delay N9,000.00 
(Nine thousand Naira) to my office. 
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An hon. Member: Is it everybody? 

Mr Speaker: It is for everybody, because 
you know, they are giving visa for both sides. 
I am talking of that of United Kingdom, I do 
not know about the United States of America, 
they have not communicated me on the price 
of their visa but I am aware from the 
information, I got from Abuja that that of UK 
is N9,000.00, for their visa, please. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I ri se to move 
that this honourable House do now adjourn 
till Thursday, 8th July, 2004 at I 0 a.m . . 

Mr Speal<er: Honourable Colleagues, 
have to formerly welcome Hon . (Prince) 
U.S.A. Igwesi, who was not only a member 
of thi s honourable House but was the Leader 
of th is House from 1999. And today because 
of hi s hard wo rk, because of hi s loya lty and, 
ofcourse, a pillar of PDP.· he has been 
elevated to the House of Representatives and 
not only that he is a Member of the House of 
Representatives, but the Vice Chairman, 
House Committee on Currency. (Laughter) 

~ 

-
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So, Hon. Member of House of 
Representatives (Prince U.S .A. Igwesi) I 
sincerely on behalf of my Colleagues, and 
the entire Enugu State House of Assembly 
welcome you to Enugu, and we welcome you 
to the main Chamber of Enugu State House 
of Assembly. And we wish you well, and we 
believe that you are our Colleagues and we 
appreciate all your effort as the Leader of this 
honourable House, and we also appreciate 
your hard work and, of course, your loya lty. 
So I thank you for coming today and I do 
hope that from time to time you come and 
share our views to have some exchange. And 
as the Chairman and Vice Chairman on 
Currency, I th ink everybody is smiling that 
you are around. (Laughtet). Then we have 
opportunity to smile home with what we can 
call toke away. So I thank you for calling, 
and I wish you well. Thank you. 

Vice Chairman, House of 
Representatives Committee on Currency 
(Mr US.A . Jgwesi} . Mr Speaker, hon . 
Colleagues, thank you for greeting me also. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Colleagues, I ri se to seco11d the Motion as 
moved by the Leader ol' the House (Mr' 
Anichukwu} and in doing so I wish to please 
appeal to my Colleagues in the Committee to 
kindly attend to Committee meetings 
whenever it is scheduled. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Please li sten to him. He is 
you r Chairman! 

Mr Speaker: Honoumble Colleagues, 
please before I put the Question on 
Adjournment, there was a letter sent to me by 
the House of Representatives member (Mr 

. US.A. lgwesi) inviting us to accompany him 
to pay a condolence visit of his uncle on 
Saturday, I O'h July, 2004. He is asking that 

/ 

all the Members should accompany him to 
that place. And of course, we should give him 
that honour as a former Colleague, and as an 
ally, and a great ally for that matter. So 
whatever we are doing we should try to put it 
behind us and accompany him to that pl ace; 
we will not wastt' much time . Time is 12 
noon. Take off point is Legislative Quarters, 
Independence Layout, Enugu. Thank yo u. 

805 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this House do now adjourn 
t ill Thursday, 8'h July, 2004 at 10 a.m. . 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.11 p.m. 
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have these groupings represented . in that 
union. We have butchers Association and 
from there, he was made the Chairman of 
Market Traders Association, Enugu State 
branch. We have all these as 
affiliates/subsidiaries, but not legalized by 
law. That is what I am saying. The yam 
dealers' association is a group under Nigeria 
Traders' Association protected by that law. 

Mr Speaker: A law which is enshrined 
into the Constitution? 

Deputy Leader: Yes. 

Mr Speaker: Therefore, if it has been 
enshrined right into· the Constitution, then 
what we are talking is not proper. 

Deputy Leader: How, Mr Speaker? 

Mr Speal{er: I want to get these things 
very clear. My question is, are they bigger 
umbrella. into which smaller ones are infused 
as a legalized one. That is, ate they enjoying 
their protection. 

Deputy Leader: They have that as 
Market Trader's union or association. They 
have their protection, that is an aspect of the 
Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC). 

Mr Speaker: Well, let us make progress. 

Mr J.U. 0Qoh (Enugu North) : 
Information! Mr Speaker, Sir, let me read 
Section 45(1) of the Constitution, it says; 

45(1) Nothing in Sections 37, 38, 39, 40 
and 41 of this Constitution shall invalidate 
any law that is reasonably justifiable in a 
democratic society -

(a) in the interest of defence, public 
safety, public order, public 
morality or public health; or 
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(b) for the purpose of protecting the 
rights and freedom of other 
persons. 

Actually, this Section has relevance to the 
Motion because the body of the Motion is 
talking on the protection of public interest. 
Based on this, unions apart from the fact that 
they are existing under a bigger union, are 
forming additional trade unions which is not 
right. 

Mr Speaker: Okay! · 

Mr C.O. Encbe (Awgti North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I am in agreement with what the 
last Speaker, the hon. Member for Enugu 
North (Mr Onoh) has just said: Section 40 
talks about forming of Associations and I 
believe that an association should be a body 
corporate, registered by the Corporate Affairs 
Commission that can sue or be sued. An 
association with no fixed address, no bank 
account, you have nothing to hold it if it 
commits a crime, is seen as illegal and should 
not be accepted. 

When we come to the forming of the 
association, all its rights are enshrined in the 
Constitution and the Constitution is our base. 
Such rights are freedom of association, etc. 
For example, one cannot enter my house 
anyhow. I have the right to protect any action 
there. But if what I am doing is against public 
interest, the Police will force itself into the 
house to ensure that the house is safe. 

Actually; the angle the Chief Whip (Mr 
Odo) is going is that the major problem of 
these associations is their collusion; they are 
colluding to defraud people. This Motion is 
seeking to stop them from defrauding us. And 
you will agree with me that the petroleum 
dealers hike their prices because of the same 
collusion. Those who are selling other 
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commodities are colluding to fix prices 
which is against the free market enterprise. 

The only thing is that as part of the fourth 
prayer, we could call on the Traders 
Association, that is the one granted by law, to 
insist that the illegal associations should not 
exist. 

What we should do is to see how we can 
support this Motion and not to suppress it. It 
is in the interest of the masses. So, the issue 
of defrauding like I had earlier said does not 
come in. Thank you. · 

Mr Speaker: If members support this 
Motion, I suggest that we should have an 
additionai prayer .. . (Interruptions) . Excuse 
me! Excuse me!! The other day we set a 
Board that will monitor all Private nursery, 
primary and post prima1y schools in the 
State. Now if the Traders Associations are 
recognized by Jaw and if there are other 
associations that wish to come up and which 
comply with the rules and regulations 
governing them the associations are in order. 
But this is not yet what we are arguing; what 
we are saying is that we should throw more 
light on Sections 40 and 45 of the 1999 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria to ensure that the Jaw we are making 
is not inconsistent with the Constitution. But, 
if we believe that Sections 40 and 45 do not 
affect the Motion before the Floor of this 
honourable House, let us make progress. 

Mr M.N. Onyeze (Igboeze N01th I) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my view is that when we talk of 
freedom of association, we should not think 
of multi -millionaires or people who can trade 
on unknown commodities or very few low 
items when we talk of freedom of association 
and survival of very poor traders, I think we 
should recognise that the person selling 
pepper or the person selling brooms looks at 
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himself as important as the petroleum dealer 
because that is from were he feeds . 

I do not see why we should bring a 
Motion on legal and illegal associations 
without specifying · those ones that are 
actually legal or illegal. 

Now, if you think of how these small 
traders survive in the rural communities or 
even in big markets, .actually what determines 
prices is the inter-play of the rriarket forces of 
demand and supply and not the association of 
traders. For example, if you are selling broom 
at Ogbete at a very high cost, the people can 
move to Emene or to Abakpa or to any other 
suburb to buy brooms. The tn:th is that if 
people are supplying meat, for example, if 
they are butchers they will agree on the 
number of cow to be supplied each day. They 
have already known the estimate of the 
number of cows that people will require per 
day, they will divide themselves to avoid 
waste and embarrassment or colossal loses. Jn 
the same way the people who sell brooms and 
pepper do say because we are too many, we 
should not be in the market the same day. On 
Eke day let 'A' to 'C' be in the market and 
supply pepper because if all of us come out 
the same day we may not be making it. 

So, what we are talking about is freedom 
of association for the survival of the 
individual poor traders. We are not doing it to 
punish the consumers. Their association is as 
important to them as the Associat ion of 
Speakers or as the Association of the 
Majority Leaders of the House because the 
Speakers or the Majority Leaders must not 
have registered with the Corporate Affairs 
Commission .... (Prolonged Laughte1). 

Mr Speaker: Information! Honourable 
Colleagues, Jet us not confuse ourselves with 
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Sections 40 and 45 of the Constitution . .. 
(Interruptions). 

An hon. Member: Information, · Mr 
Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Order! In as much as we 
have freedom of association in the 
Constitution and we are part of the 
Constitution, that is the more r€ason we 
should be constitutional. Criminals belong to 
an association but that does not make that 
association to be constitutional because they 
have the right to belong to any area they say 
they want to belong to .... (Interruptions). 

Mr Enebe: Information, Mr Speaker, Sir! 
My information is on survival. To survive 
does not mean that one should collude to 
defraud consumers or the public. A 
commodity that is sold at Nl.OO should not 
be sold at NlO.OO. That is what we are taking 
about. 

The Motion itself says illegal; we are 
talking about illegal associations and not 
legal. As far as I am concerned about illegal 
association, there is no reason to drop the 
Motion under debate, rather we are supposed 
to go out and make more investigations and 
obtain further information and if we find 
them to be illegal associations, we can ban 
them. Thank you. 

Leader (Mr AnichukwLJ.· Mr Speaker, I 
have risen to throw more light on this 
Motion. 

Mr Speaker: Is the hon. Leader throwing 
more light on the Motion or on . the 
Constitutional Provision pointed one by the 
Chief Whip (Mr Odoh)? 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I want to remind us 
that even though Section 40(1) discusses 
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about freedom of movement, on certain 
circumstances, Mr Speaker, our movements 
are curtailed . We are now saying that illegal 
unions should be banned. I believe that our 
primary purpose here is to protect the interest 
of the people we represent here. And if there 
is anything, any feeling or any activity that 
we feel should affect their common existence, 
I think we are obliged to protect them. So, the 
masses should be protected from exploitation. 
Thank you. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, l want tbe 
Members to know that the essence of what 
we are doing is not perhaps to bring the 
Motion down; it is just to put a kind of taste 
on the issue. It is generally known that about 
eighty or ninety per cent of the associations in 
Nigeria are notregistered. Yet one can easily 
say that they enjoy the protection of law. 
Several town unions are not even registered 
any where but the issue is that I appreciate 
the intent of the Motion. The format, of 
course, is what I am quarreling with. The 
duty of the House is to make sure that the 
masses are not being exploited by some 
Trade Unions. But then that does not make 
that union illegal. What should be done is to 
check the activities of the legally constituted 
associations. We cannot just say illegal 
association. If we mention one illegal 
association and by the time we fullow it up 
we may find out that what is considered legal 
might not even be legal in that sense. I have 
given you cases of CNO; I have given you 
even the NBA, somebody cited it here. NBA 
was not even registered in the Corporate 
Affairs Commission. Perhaps I don't know 
whether the Speaker's forum has been 
registered. (Interruptions). 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, what I am 
really suggesting is that we really have to put 
our heads together because the intention of 
the Motion is to make sure that the shadows 
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of intimidation as a result of unionism is 
avoided but then one cannot come out and 
say what makes it illegal. By the time one is 
able to severe these two phenomena, then one 
arrives at an answer. Thank you. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker, 
we are confused as which union is legal or 
illegal. I am of the opinion that we step down 
this Motion and then go . back to our 
Constitution and study it very well and know 
which union is legal or illegal and then the 
Mover of the Motion can bring it up . in the 
next Sitting. This Motion has a very good 
intention but the confusion there is legality of 
trade union. How do we know the union that 
is legal and the one that is illegal. Even we 
have consumers' union. Do we call that one 
legal or illegal? I am of the view that we step 
down this Motion so that the Mover can fine­
tune it or probably we go back and know 
which union is legal or illegal. This is my 
view. Thank you. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speaker, 
I am sorry to say that we are a bit digressing. 
This Motion is primarily talking on Trade 
Unions. It is talking on registered Trade 
Unions and unregistered Trade Unions. If the 
Motion is seekihg to classify registered and 
unregistered unions, you now seek to have a 
list. I will equally say that unregistered 
associations and town unions exist. But when 
their activities affect the lives of one, two or 
three of us we call them to question. We are 
talking about illegal market associations 
because they collude to exploit the people; 
we are saying that they should te banned. It 
is the duty the stake holders who are going to 
execute this Motion to discover those that are 
legal and those that are illegal. If we begin to 
talk about which ones are illegal it is 
negating the spirit of this Motion. This 
Motion is primarily on public protection. 
Thank you very much. 
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An bon. Member: Further infonnation! 

Mr Speaker: I don't want information 
again. I do not want to be biased . 

Several hon. Members: You are biased 
already, you are contribttting! 

Mr Speaker: I just want to rule on the 
argument because in . as much as we discuss 
on which one 1s legal or illegal what we can 
do at this point in time is to put the question. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, to put the Question o the 
Constitutional matter? (Laughte1~. 

Mr Speaker, Se,ction 4 says that every 
person shall be allowed to assemble freely 
(Interruptions). · 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu North): I want 
hirri to move it like a Motion. When you put 
the Question, one will contribute either in 
support or against the Motion. So, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, put the Question and leave us to 
contribute to the Motion. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, let 
us have cordial deliberations. There is no way 
we can go ahead to make contributions which 
is contrary to the provisions of the 
Constitution. So let us believe that the Motion 
can still come up for debate; if it is the wish 
of the House then there will be debate by hon. 
Members. At present, there is no Motion on 
the Floor. (Interruptions) . 

Mr C.O. Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, what I 
am saying is that this Motion was tmder 
debate before the issue of the Constitution 
came up. Now, if this Motion is gong to be 
stepped down, it should be based on the 
Constitution. What I am saying is, since the 
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Motion is under debate, allow the bon. 
Members supporting the Motion to 
contribute. Thereafter those ·opposing will 
make their . contributions and they should 
give their reasons. Those seeking for the 
Motion to be stepped down should also give 
reasons. You now put the Question; if 
majority of the members accept that the 
Motion be stepped down, okay; what the 
Motion is fighting for at the market place is 
what is happening here. The bon. Members 
move about from their seats to collude with 
others by asking an hon. Member to move a 
Motion for the stepping down of the Motion. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, let those who are 
supporting the Motion speak, and those who 
are opposing should also speak. It is 
unconventional to stand up and move a 
Motion for the stepping down of this issue. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, to my understanding, the 
Motion was moved and the hon. Member for 
Igboetiti East {Mr Odo) rose to give 
information. That is what we are talking 
about. I believe that debate has not 
commenced because he raised a point from 
the Constitution, that the House should look 
at the Motion properly before going into it 
and that is what the hon. Speaker has been 
talking about. All the things we have been 
talking about is whether the Motion should 
be debated upon or not? 

Mr Speaker: The Motion was moved and 
seconded and debate commenced, about two, 
three, or four hon. Members spoke before the 
bon. Member for Igboetiti East (Mr Odo) 
spoke (Interruptions). 

Mr J.U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, in my legal 
opinion, association may be defined either as 
an unregistered union or an association 
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emanating from the principal registered union 
or trade union under the consent or 
recognition of the organisation qualified or 
recognized government bodies, on V-rhich to 
transact, negotiate, operate, or do business 
with the powers and authorities conveyed to 
it by the mother Association. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, that is why I asked 
whether or not the associations are enjoying 
the protection of their mother union. If they 
are enjoying the protection of their mother 
union, fine. May I use this opp01tunity also to 
cite the case of the National Association of 
Sea dogs by the Attorney-General of the 
Federation. Did he actually adopt Section 40 
of the Constitution as being duly registered 
and actually recognized by the Constitution, 
or are they on the defence by saying that they 
are duly registered. 

The Attorney General of the Federation 
said that he cannot go on arguing on whether 
the National Association of Sea dogs was 
actually registered, but he was talking on the 
guise that it was operating on the same name 
as the National Association of Sea dogs and 
is the National Association of Sea Dogs. The 
question was not whether there was National 
Association or union of Sea dogs, but were 
they duly recognized or registered. They are 
happy that they are using executive powers in 
hiking ·prices, fixing; negotiating, as is done 
by some other unions, without the consent of 
the duly registered and recognized unions or 
associations. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: I do not know what the hon. 
Member for Enugu N01th (Mr Onoh) is 
saying. Initially, he was talking about the 
Constitution. (Interruptions). 

Mr Onoh: Mr Speaker, Sir, I did not refer 
to the Association of Speakers . 
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Mr Speaker: The Association of 
Speakers is duly registered. 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, during division you are supposed to 
inform the House her position as you 
administer division or as you assert authority. 
I was expecting you to tell the House the 
position of the legal trade unions or 
association. You would have told the House 
that this was my vested . decision. Other hon. 
Members could have stood up to define the 
way we think it should be, but if the hon. 
Speaker was trying to assert an authority that 
is higher than the House, then I will keep 
quiet. The decision must be backed up by 
authority or you tell the House that it was 
your vested decision. Thank you, Sir. 

Mr Onoh: Mr Speaker, Sir, Question and 
point of information. 

Mr Anikwe: Thank you Mr Speaker. On 
the 2"d of June, 2004, there was a directive by 
the Federal Government of Nigeria that only 
one Trader Union is recognized and that is 
the Enugu State Traders Association. As a 
law Maker I do not know whether to 
recognize illegality. The Motion is saying 
that all illegal unions should be banned . I 
don't know whether we should say no, we 
recognize illegal market unions. There is a 
Jaw that forbids them. Today if we . .. 

Mr Speaker: Just one minute. Please if 
Members conti::ue to make this argument ti!I 
tomorrow it will not help us . The idea is that 
Members are trying to find a way of passing 
this Motion. Going the way you are now will 
not help us to adopt the Motion, and that is 
why people are trying to find a way out. I 
share your sentiments, please bear with us. I 
hope you can understand. 

Mr Anikwe: I cannot understand. 
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Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): In vie w of the 
information required for the passage of this 
Motion I ·formally move that debate be 
stepped down to enable Members look at the 
Motion properly. 

Deputy Speaker . (Mr Atigwe) : Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. I beg to second the Motion. 

Question put and the House divided by 
Roll Call. · 

Ayes: 9 
Hon . UgwuC. 
Hon . (Barr) Odo E. 
Hon. (Nze) Onyeze M. 
Hon. Atigwe D.O. 
Hon. (Mrs) Ezugwu E. 
Hon. Nnamani E. 
Hon. AmuF. 
Hon. OnahF. 
Hon. (Princess) Ogbu E. 

Noes: 6 
Hon. Enebe C. 
Hon. AniD. 
Hon. Onoh J. 
Hon. (Prince) Offor Chukwuegbo 
Hon. Anikwe P. 
Hon. Anichukwu J. 

Question accordingly agreed to. 

Motion accordingly stepped down to a 
later day to be determined by the Hous e 
R.Y.les and Business Committee. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speake1·, 
I want to make an appeal: that you please 
separate the two ladies . 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for Awgu 
North (Mr Enebe) should r ote that the 

I 
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allocation of seat is based on Constituency. I 
will never do that 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
if somebody is voting .... 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me please. 
Everybody has to vote · according to his 
conscience. Everybody has the right to say 
yes or no. Let us move on. 

MOTION 

ON 

MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC 
IMPORTANCE - SUSPENSION OF 
CONSTRUCTION OF A FI-LLING 
STATION ADJACENT 'No. 78 IiiiALA 
AVENUE NEW HAVEN ENUGU 

Chief Whip (M- Odo): May I seek to 
Move the Motion 1standing in my name in 
line with Order N~ . 25 of the Standing Order 

/ 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Point of 
Order, the Chief Whip (Mr Odo) should 
before, movin,g _the Motion seek the leave of 
the House. ' 

~~hief Whip: I have not fmished the 
sentence. The sentence has to be finished 
first 

Mr Speaker Sir, may l seek to move a 
Motion below in line with order No. 25 of 
the Standing Order of this House which says 
that this honourable House do direct . . . 

Mr Speaker: The Chief Whip (Mr Odo), 
is going too far. He is seeking the support of 
the House to move a Motion. It is when he 
gets it that he can go ahead. 
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Chief Whip: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
May I seek the leave of this House to move a 
Motion on urgent public importance in line 
with Order No. 25 of the Standing Order of 
this honourable House. 

Mr N.M. Onyeze (lgboeze North I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion. 

Question put and_agreed to: 

Chief Whip: Thank you Mr Speaker. May 
I move the Motion standing in my name: That 
this honourable House do direct that the 
filling station under construction adjacent No. 
178 Ihiala Street New Haven Enugu be 
suspended forthwith. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe). I have risen 
to second the Motion. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, the life of any 
community, town, local government, State, 
and the country as .a whol e is directl y 01" 

indirectly determined by nature and State of 
the environment The man on environmental 
resources is fast outstripping the assimilative 
and regenerative capacity of the environment 
and the consequences of it is the abuse, 
misuse and overuse of our natural resources. 
The Enugu State strategy for a sustainable 
environment 2004 - 2009 has the purpose of 
bringing about change in the way in which 
we are engaged with our environment. Thi s 
strategy has resulted in the reform process 
which , has demonstrated considerable 
commitment from the stakeholders in the 
State. The erection of the filling station 
adjacent No. 178 Ihiala A venue is a negation 
of the aforementioned strategy, efforts and 
thought processes. 

The dangers of siting the fill ing station are 
quite innumerable. _ Mr Speaker, Sir, this 

--! 
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filling station is located at a site where all the 
neighbourhood are residential buildings and 
this will certainly bring about air and land 
pollution in that environment, aside from the 
attendant nuisance associated with it. The 
principle of sustainable industrialization has 
its overall objectives ·to support the 
establishment of an investment friendly 
environment and working in collaboration 
with the mind and exploration activities and 
development in order to reduce 
environmental degradation and promote 
tourism. The siting of the filling station 
adjacent No. 178 Ihiala A venue amounts to 
location of a filling station in an unfriendly 
enviromnent and as such deserves 
condemnation which were interested to 
promote ·and propel the environment as we 
are living in our natural habitat with safe 
avenue. My prayers are as follows: 

l. That the Filling Station under 
construction adjacent to No. 178 
Ihiala Avenue New Haven Enugu 
be suspended forthwith. 

2. Then may I wish that we expunge 
prayer 2 and replace what I am 
going to say now. with: That an 
adhoc Committee of this 
honourable House be set-up to 
investigate the true position of it 
after the suspension of the project 
and report back to the House 
within one week. 

3. That anybody seeking to invest in 
Enugu State shall ·do so in a 
friendly environment so as to 
comply with social responsibility 
capable of sustaining our 
environment. 

Be it moved and is hereby :-11oved . Thank 
you. 
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Deputy Leader (Mr Am!nve): Mr 
Speakei, ·the Motion before this honourable 
House is actually going to demons~rate in 
pn:ctical terms, our ability to comprehend the 
incomprehensibility of some people that may, 
have disjointed acrimony and false ideas in · 
establishing any existing industries. Mr 
Speaker, you will recall that there are 
principally three major environments. We 
have ttle pre-natal environment; we have the 
social environment, <:].nd we have the physical 
environment Even .. at the pre-natal 
environment iJ the baby at conception is not 
well situated rrliscarriage will come in. and if 
we want to talk of social and physical 
enviromnent, this Motion will go a long way 
to arresting an impending danger. 

You will recall that when the New Haven 
dualization project came up, a, Jot, of people 
were affected by their inability . to. abide by 
the existing Town Planning Law. We had 
sorhe sympathizers from far and near; but one 
wck.ders whether on not these sympathizers 
are. able to synchronize/attune themselves 
with the existing Law of the State. This 
projec.t is just situated in a residential 
envirohment. We have Law guiding the 
establishment of a Filling Statipns. We have 
Law guiding the establishment of a 
res idential apartment; we ha ve also La\.v 
guiding the establishment of Commercial 
Centre. If this Motion is not brought to the 
House and we allowed that Filling Station 
Adjacent to No. 178 Ihiala Street, New 
Haven to continue, we are endangering not 
only the Jives and property of the people 
today, we will continue to endanger such 
lives and property in: future. You will recall 
what happened along Artisan Quarters where 
a structure which has alre-ady been completed 
and' functional, still continues to constitute 
hazard to both lives and property. 

'-
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Mr Speaker, hon. · Colleagues, the 
intendment of this Motion is to arrest such 
situation· now that it is · still under 
constmction . · Somebody who passed there 
Yt'fSterday and even this morning will recall 
that work is actually going on. As 
Representatives of the people we cannot 
close our eyes and wait til l the completion of 
the project when enormous financial 
involvement must have been expended. 

Mr Speaker, if the Filling Station·adjacent 
No. 178 Ihiala Street New Haven, Enugu is 
allowed to stay, it· will bring about total 
miscarriage. (Laughter) . This miscarriage 
could be even men or women. There is 
possibility of even fire coming out . and 
damaging things. There is a complete 
pollution already there; a contamination has 
already taken place. People cannot live 
where the Filling Station is sited. We have 
that Law. So, Mr Speaker, my Colleagues, let 
us do our responsibilitY by allowing this 
Motion to come. on Board, because we will 
be · doing our · primary assignment of 
checkmating in good time. Mr Speaker, it is 
in view of this that I lend all my weight 
behind this Motion and call on my hon. 
Colleagues to give .it a due passage. Thank 
you. 

Mr C Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to contribute in favour of 
this Motion. The need to checkmate the 
incessant and unlawful siting of filling 
stations in residential areas cannot be over­
emphasized. The Mover of the Motion and 
Co-Sponsor have touched on the implications 
of Siting. those filling stations. One question 
may arise as to whether all the other filling 
stations that are currently sited in unfriendly 
environment should be allowed to remain 
there? The dualization of New Haven Road, I 
believe, is not going to terminate at the 
roundabout. It is likely going to terminate at 
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the Expressway that goes to Abakaliki. And if 
they continue to reach up to that point, then 
that filling station there must be touched 
because it must pass through Expressway. In 
line with this my thought, 1 believe that a 
stitch in time saves nine. Instead of a llowing 
the investor to fin ish the project, it is better to 
call. him to order so that he can build a 
supermarket or something else there . As a 
follow up to this Motion, I have a f01ih 
Prayer. Since it is npt a Motion on Notice, I 
can add my own prayer. May I seek the leave 
of House to support this Prayer. It reads: That 
before any further construction of any filling 
station in Enugu State. that the environmental 
impact analysis (EIA) of the jiffing station 
must be carried out by the State Ministry of 
Environment and Solid Minerals and the 
relevant Town Planning Authority. 

One may ask himself what IS 

Environmental Impact Analysis (E.I.A). We 
have a lot of pipes belonging to Water 
Corporation; we also have the ones belonging 
to NITEL and NEPA. When these people are 
digging and installing their own pipes, some 
pipes are cut and nobody cares. 

Enugu State as a town has an existmg 
plan; the town is planned . One is not 
supposed to build filling stations where one is 
supposed to build residential buildings. If the 
owner ofthat filling station carried out E. I.A . 
on that place, he should not have built it. 
There is no way a filling station should be 
built in that place. Any E.I.A. properly done 
will not allow a filling station to be built in 
that place. Mr Speaker, I seek for a Seconder 
on the additional prayer so that you put the 
Question. Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah · (Nsukka West): On 
information! Mr Speaker, Sir. The 
information I want to give IS on the 
construction of filling station we are 
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discussing; the people that are entitled to 
approve the construction are the Fire Service, 
Town Planning Authority, and the Police that 
is covering that · area. So, involvin g 
Environmental Management Ministry at th is 
point in time, will not augur weil. 

Mr Speaker: Why the Police? 

Mr Onah: That is the Divisional Police 
Officer (DPO) that is covering the area. That 
is the conditionality. 

Mr Speaker: I think the information the 
hon. Member for Nsuk.ka West gave is okay. 

Mr M.O. Onyeze (Igboeze North I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second that 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe). 

Question, That before any further 
construction of a new filling station in Enu.gu 
State, an Environniental Impact Ano.lysis 
(E.JA) of the filling station must be carried 
out by the Enugu State Ministry of' 
Environment and Solid Minerals and the 
Enugu State Town Planning Authority, put 
and agreed to. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, finally, I still 
want to use the this oppmtunity to urge those 
who want to invest in Enugu State to do 
proper study so that they would not run into 
this type of problem we are discussing now. 
Thank you. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have risen 
to support the Motion, and I want to make 
few contributions. This Motion, like the 
earlier speakers have pointed out is timely. 
We have been very serioLls about our 
environment because witl;out 15ood 
environment we cannot be healthy and the 
way the rich people tend to use their wealth 
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in the society which we live today 
particula"rly in this part of the world is very 
awful at times . 

Somebody will go and reside in G.R.A. or 
Independence Layout and deliberately come 
to site a fi lling station in a place where other 
people who have no other place to go are 
residing. I think it is a selfish way of making 
money. If one wants to make money, be has 
to consider the welfare of others. 
(Interruptions). 

So, if a filling station has been sited a:nd 
people statted clustering there to construct 
their residential buildings, one would not 
quarrel with it. But this is a situation where 
people are already living, and somebody gets 
money, may be overnight, and decides to site 
a filling station in their midst; and that 
particular person will never never live there; 
it is very very bad. I thank the Mover of the 
Motion for bringing this very timel y Motion. 

Secondly, we have been having the 
experiences of what is happening with 
planlessness in our investments . If one listens 
to Radio, what is happening at Abuja, they 
demolish property wo1th billions of Naira 
everyday because people who do such 
investments did not care about the suitability 
of such investments with the local 
environment in which the rest of the people 
live. · 

Since this State have been serious about 
our' investments· we should not hesitate to 
pass this Motion so that it will serve as an eye 
opener to other people who might wish to use 
their money in a way it will Only serve their 
personal interests. 

Finally, Mr Speaker, I have made my 
point and wish my hon. Colleagues w ill help 
to give this Motion an easy passage. 

I 
I. 
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Mr F.E. Amu (Nsukka East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, it is said that a stitch in time 
saves nine. Many 'filling stations · are 
indiscriminately sited at residential areas, not 
only here in Enugu, but even in other urban 
towns like Nsi.1kka. I do not know what is 
actually wrong, whether they get permissioQ 
from the Town Planning Authorities before 
they build them or they just go on without 
authority. 

I am of the view that this House should 
come up with a law that will not al low 
anybody to build a filling stati on within an 
area where there are residential buildings. 
There was one built at Nsukka which was 
demol ished when the building had been 
completed. It tantamounts to a waste of 
money. I feel that before a person staiis to 
build a filling station he should have got 
penmss1on from the Town Planning 
Authority or other relevant bodies. This time 
1 do not know what is amiss. Sometimes the 
Town Planning Authority may give them 
approval at a particular time in a particular 
regime, after that regime and another regime 
comes up, they will ask the author ity to 
demolish the building. 

So, there is no law that stipul ates that thi s 
is an area where filling stat ions cannot be 
bui lt. It is high time we stem th e tide of 
building filling stations where there are 
residential buildings. At thi s point, Mr 
Speaker, I doubt if any Member has anything 
against this important Motion; in view of 
this, I move that the Question be now put. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East Jl ): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in line with my fellow 
Colleagues, l want to make ar. additional 
prayer to the existing prayers . I want to put 
the Enugu North Town Plann ing Authority · 
and the Executive Chairman, Enugu North 
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Local Government Co unci l. I believe that the 
Town Pi'anning Authority where the fill ing 
station is situated, has a role to play. 

Mr Speaker: Orderl The han . Mem ber 
for Enugu East II , should note that the 
amend ment or additional prayer of the han. 
Member fo r En ugu East II is already in the 
prayers fo rwarded by the hon. Member for 
Awgu North (MrEnebe) . 

Mr Ugwu: Mr Speaker, thc:tt prayer is 
diffe1·ent from that of Local' Government 
Cou nci l. Therefore I move that the Town 
Planning Authority and the Executive 
Chai1man, Enugu North Local Government 
be included in the prayer. 

M r Speaker: The han . Member fo r 
En ugu East I! (Mr Ug-,vu) would have 
I istened to the Prayer made by the han. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe). He 
included Town Planning Authority. So, why 
arc we including Enugu North or En ugu 
Central? 

Mr Ugw u: Mr Speaker, they have 
different roles to play. The Local 
Govern ment own is different from that of 
State, and they have different powers too. 

Mr J:U. Onoh (Enugu North) : Mr 
Speaker, I stand to oppose th is Motion in 
some ways based on the fact that we are not 
to blame the person building the fi lling 
station but the Department that gave the 
approval. lf one acquires a piece of land and 
goes to the approp ri ate Body and tells them 
that this is what he wants to do and they say 
yes, one can go ahead: The blame is not on 
the person but on the Department that gave 
hi 111 the approval. .. . (Interruptions). l am 
opposing the Motion ... (Jnterruptiom). 

I 
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Mr Speaker: Which Motion? 

Mr Onoh: Can I enjoy your protection, 
Mr Speaker? 

Mr Speaker: You cannot enJOY my 
protection. (Interruptions). 

Mr Onoh : I am opposing the Motion . 
(Interruptions). 

Question, That the Question be now put, 
put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 

I. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

That the filling station under 
con~truction at adjacent No . 17S 
Ihiala Avenue New Haven E:-1ugu 
be suspended fo1ihwith . 

That anybody seeking to invest in 
Enugu State shall invest in an 
investment friendly environment 
so as to comply with social 
responsibility capable of 
sustaining our environment. 

That an ad-hoc Committee is set 
up by th.is hon. House to 
investigate the true position of 
things after the suspension of the 
project and report back to the 
House within one week. 

That before a:·,y further 
construction of any nlling Station 
in En ugu State, the 
Environmental impact analysis 
(EIA) of the nlling station must 
be carried out by the . State 
Ministry of Environment and 
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Solid Minerals and the relevant 
Town Planning Auil1orities . 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Ad -hoc Committee 

Mr Speaker: 1-Ionollrab.le Colleagues, the 
Ad-hoc Committee to carryout investigation 
are as follows: 

I. Hon. J.N. Anichukwu 
2. Hon. G. Ofor Chukwuegbo 
3. Hon . . E. Octo 
4. Hon. P. An ikwe 
5. Hon. M.N. Onyeze 
6. Hon. C.O. Enebe 
7. Hon. (Princess) E. Ogbu 

Please let me suggest that since this 
assignment has something to do with Works 
t:le Chairman of the Works Committee 
should be there. 

An hon. Member: Nol No!· 

Mr Speaker: Who is saying no he cannot 
say no, the Chairman of the Works 
Committee should chair the Corwnittee. 

Visit by ESUT Students 

Honourable Colleagues, if you look at the 
Gallary, it is filled witli our visitors, our good 
fr iends : our brothers and sisters who came 
from the Enugu State University of Science 
and Technology, Department of Pol itical 
Science. They are here on both courtesy cal l 
and also to witness the law making processes 
in the House of Assembly buildi11g. 

It is my wish on behalf of my Colleagues 
to welcome them to Enugu State House of 
Assembly Chambers and to welcome them to 
House of Assembly Corhplex here in the 
Independence Layout. I believe they must 

"' 
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have learnt one or two th ings, good a th ing 
that today we have a very good thing to 
discuss. l hope that you m8y appreciate your 
comi ng and on the other hand, we reall y 
welcome you with our open heal1. r do hope 
that f rom time to time you will call. If you 
have any thing to te ll us or you want to 
w itness anything you can always ca ll. 

Our sitting clays are Tuesdays and 
Thursdays for now, and other days are 
Com mi ttee days. I sincerely we:come you. l 
do hope that hav ing w itnessed the way and 
manner we comported ou rse lves during the 
debate, and the way th ings are being done, 
that you ca n now go home and re-organise 
yourse lves . I bel ieve, like I keep on saying, 
that you are the leaders of tomorrow; 2007 is 
almost around the corner and some of you 
may come to this Assemb ly; some of you 
may go to the National Assembly and some 
of you may become Loca l Government 
Cha irmen. 

So, your com ing here w ill give you an 
idea of the way and manner the House is run : 
the way and manner the meetings or 
proceed ings are held . I pray that the 
Alm ig:1ty God w ill co ntin ue to gu ide you. I 
pray that you w ill be good Ambassadors of 
Enugu State Un iversity of Sc ience anci 
Technology . I thank you for coming and !Jray 
God t9 bless us . Thank you. 

Visits 

The House Comm ittee on Chieftaincy and 
Tourism w il l pay a visit to l kenga Hotels 
Nsukka on Monday 6' 11 September, 2004 at 
I 0 a.m. prompt. The take-off point is Room 
225, Chairman's Office. Please be punctual. 
Hon. Felix Amu, Chai rman . 

The House Comm ittee on 
State Headquarters Enugu, 

Education, 
today 2'"1 
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September, 2004 on the ri :; ing of the House. 
Signed Mr M . Onyeze, Chai rm:.11, 

Meetin g 

Honourabie Colleagues, we wi ll meet 111 
my Office on the ri sing of the House. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leacier (Mr . Anichukwu) : !\llr Speaker, 
may I move that this House do now adjourn 
ti II Tuesday, 7' 11 September, 2004 at 1 0 a.m . 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West) : Mr Speaker, 
I have risen to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved· That this House do now adjourn 
t ill Tuesday, i 11 September, 2004 at 10 a:m . 

Adjourned accordingly at 2 1 0 p.m. 

-· -··· .. JJ 





r-

·.:·\ 

". 
' I. 

I· 
tJ • 

No. 106 

I. 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

PROCEEDINGS 

AND DEBATES OF THE 

SECOND SESSION OF THE 

THIRD ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIAL REPORT 

. CONTENTS 

Prayers 

Tuesday 
7th September, 2004 

Approval of Votes and Proceedings 

Announcement 

Adjournment 

! . 

_j 



No f)roofs of the Dally Reports can be supplied. Corrections. which 
Members suggest for the Bound Volume, shou ld be clear iy marked in the Daily 
Repo1i, but not telephoned and the copy containing the corrections must be rece ived 
at the Editor's Room, House of Assembly 

not late;· than four clays 
2fter rece;pt of the P1·inted Report 

l)rnliuced by the Pub! ications Department 
Em gu Stale !-louse of Asscmbiy 

(l 

--1 



· I 

C:' 

1937 £nugu Stare House of Assembly Debates 
7 September, 2004 

1938 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 7'" September, 2004 

(The House met at l 0 am.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
before us are the Votes and Proceedings of 
Thursday, 2"ci September, 2004, I have gone 
through them, and to the best of my 
knowledge, they are correct. However, I 
need your comments. Thank you. 

Mr E. Nnamani (lsiuzo): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, hon. Colleagues, I have equally gone 
thmugh the Votes and Proceedings of 
Thursday 2"ci September, 20Gt.J. and found 
them to be correct. l, therefore, move a 
Motion for their adoption . Tha11k you . 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have gone through the Votes 
and Proceedings of our last sitting and found 
them very correct. I hereby second the 
Motion for their adoption . Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Vo tes and Proceedings ol Thursday, 2"" 
September. 2004 accordingly adopted 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Safe Journey 

Mr Speaker: The only announcem ent I 
have is to wish those of you who are 
traveling to Lagos this morning for your 
Visa, safe journey and God 's Blessing. I do 
hope that you wi!I pass the interview for 
your American Visa. Again I wish you good 
luck. May God bless you. Thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr 'Speaker, Sir, may l move 
that th is honourable House do now adjourn 
till Tuesday 14th September, 2004 at !Oaa.m. 
Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, T wi sh to 
second the Motion for adjournment moved 
by the Leader of the House. Thank yo u. 

Question p ut and agreed to. 

Resolved· That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday 14th September, 2004 at 
lOa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 11.39p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 14'" September, 2004 

(The House met at I 0 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chai>) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honou rable Colleagues, 
we have before us our Votes and 
Proceedings of Tuesday 7th September, 
2004. I have gone through them and found 
them to be correct. However, I need your 
comments. Thank you. 

Mrs E. Nnaman i (lsiuzo): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of our last sitting and found 
them to be correct. I therefore move for the 
adoption. Thank you , Sir. 

Mr M. Njeze (Ud i N011h): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I received the Votes and Proceed ings 
two days ago and I have gone through them 
and found them to be co rrect. I therefo re 
second the Motion for their adoption . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceed.ings of Tuesday, 7'" 
September, 2004 accordingly adopted 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichuk:vvu)" Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I move that this honourable House 
do now adjourn til l Tuesday 21 '' September, 
2004 at lOa.m. Thank you, Sir. 
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Mr ·c.o. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to second the Motion for 
adjournment as moved by the Leader of the 
House (Mr Anichukwu). Thank you, Sir. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House clo now 
adjourn till Tuesday 2I '' September, 2004 at 
I Oa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12. 38p. m. 

j 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF N IGERIA 

d rrl 0 Thurs oy. 23 ,)eptemher. 2004 

(The !-louse met at J 0 u. m) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Hono urable Co ll ~agu es, our 
Votes ancl Proceedings No. 29 elated 14:11 

September, 2004 are before liS . ! have go ne 
through them ancl fou nd the111 to be correct. 
However, I ca ll fo r yo ur comment. Thank you. 

Mr M.O. Onyeze (Igboeze North l): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equ a ll y gone the Votes 
and Pmceeclings of our last sitt in g and found 
them to be CO JTect. I therefore, move fo!· the 
adopt ion. 

Mr F.E. 1\.mu (Ns ukl<a East): Mr Speaker, 
Si r, I beg to seco nd the Motion. 

Que.11iun put und agreed to. 

Vo tes und Proceedings No. 29 of 14111 

S'eptel!!her. 200-1 uccurdingly w lopled. 

AN NOUNCEMENT 

T•·ip 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Co ll eagues, I just 
want to state that it is obvious that by next 
week all of us wi ll be leav in g fo r our var ious 
destinat ions: to United Kingd om and United 
States , respect ive ly. I the refore appeal to a ll of 
us to com port ourse lves while trave ling and to 
pray to Almi ghty God for Hi s 111erc ies . 

I also pray that those sta1T who m we are 
:eav in g behind should remain in good hea lth. 
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We do hope that by the tim e we come ba ck . 
the exercise which we are go in g to take part in. 
in both countri es will acid to th e know ledge vve 
already acq uired. I hope that we are go ing to 
come back more determined to de I i ve r: more 
determined to work in harmo ny and more 
determined to carry the State forward. 

I thank you for li stenin g and like I sa id 
earl ier,- I wish everybody safe journ ey to our 
vario us dest in at ions, and I wish God to rcw<ml 
us and bless us. Thank you . 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Spea ker, Sir.. I 
beg move that this honourab le Hou se do now 
adjourn till Tuesday the 26 111 clay of Octobe1·. 
2004 at I Oa .m. Thank you . 

Deputy Leader (Mr Aniklw:) Mr Speake r. 
have ri sen to second the Motion for 

adj ournm ent as moved by the Leader, and in 
doin g so, Mr Speaker, may I also use the 
oppo rtunity to extend the app 1·ec iat ion and 
gratitud e of the entire House t(J His Exce ll ency 
for hi ::, magnanimity and benevo lence in 
approv in g thi s j ourn ey for every bon. Member 
of thi s House. I th ink it is unprecedented . It i ~ 

the first time the ent ire legis lature is emba1·kin g 
on a trip at a time, not ju st one or two perso ns 
or group by gro up . Thi s is <1 co mm endable 
gesture and that goes to exhi bit the signifi ca nce 
of the harm ony, co rdia li ty and conv ivia lit y 
ex tst1n g between the Executi ve and the 
Legis lature. Thank you, Mr Speaker 

Question put and agreed lu. 

Resolved: That the House do now ad_joum 
ti II Tuesday the 26 111 cl ay of October, 2004 at 
l Oa .m. 

Adjourned accordingly a/ 12. 38p. m. 

i 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 191
h November, 2004 

(The House met at I 0 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Votes and Proceedings No. 30, dated 
Thursday, 23rd September, 2004, are 
before the House. I have gone through 
them, and found them to be correct. 
.However, I need your comments. Thank 
you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): M 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 
23rd September, 2004, and found them to 
be correct. I, therefore, move a Motion for 
their adoption. Thank you. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, having gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 23rd 
September, 2004, I second the Motion for 
their adoption. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 
23rd September, · 2004, accordingly 
adopted. 
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A. MESSAGE FROM HIS 
EXCELLENCY THE EXECUTIVE 
GOVERNOR OF ENUGU STATE 

GHS/123/VIII.lOS October 18, 2004 

The Han. Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Legislative Complex, 
Enugu. 

Dear Sir, 

APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF JUDGE OF 
ENUGUSTATE 

As you may be aware, the Chief Judge of 
Enugu State, Han. Justice J C.N Ugwu is 
due to retire from service on his 
attainment of the age of 65 years on 13 
September, 2004. 

Consequent upon the above, the State 
Judicial Service Commission has 
commenced the process of appointing a 
new Chief Judge by advising the National 
Judicial Council thereon. I have just 
received a letter Ref No. NJCIS.JIXIII/175 
dated 51

h pctober, 2004 from the National 
Judicial Council recommending hon. 
Justice R. C. Agbo for the appointment as 
the new Chief Judge of Enugu State. 

In the premise and pursuant to Section 
271 (1) of the Constitution of the FederaL 
Republic of Nigeria, I hereby forward the 
name of the said Han. Justice R. C. Agbo of 
the Enugu State High Court for the 
consideration of the House of Assembly 
and for the confirmation of his 
appointment as the new Chief Judge of 
Enugu State. 

..._ __ -- - ··------ - -·- ·-·· -- - -
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I enclose herewith the said letter from the 
National Judicial Council for your 
guidance. 

While expecting an expedite action on this, 
please accept the assurances of my high 
regards. 

(Sgd) 
Dr Chimaroke Nnamani, 
Governor of Enugu State 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
there was an enclosure from the National 
Judicial Co unci I which His Excellency 
attached. And I read and go through it: 

APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF JUDGE 
OF ENUGU STATE 

By the provision of Section 271 (1) of the 
1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, the appointment of a Chief 
Judge of a State shall be made by His 
Excellency acting 011 the recommendation 
of Nation Judicial Council subject to the 
confirmation of the appointment by the 
House of Assembly of a State. 

2. Honourable Ju.ytice .! C.N. Ugy,;u, the 
Chief Judge of Enugu State, · will retire 
with effect ji-OJn 13 December, 2004 and 
he has given notice in that regard. The 
Enugu State Judicial Service Commission 
had nominated Han. Justice IA. 
Umezulike, Judge of the High Court, to be 
considered by the National Judicial 
Council as his successor. 

3. The National Judicial Council at its 
meeting held 011 22'"1 and 23rd September, 

2004, ob~erved that han. Justice R. C. Agbo 
was sworn in at the same time as Han. 
Justice !A. Umezulike, but the former was 
sworn in first, and therefore took 
precedence over the rest. Furthermore, the 
former was called to the Bar earlier. The 
Enugu State Judicial Service Commission 
made an adverse comment about Han. 
Justice R.C. Agbo, but decided that either 
of the Judges i..s suitable for the 
appointment to sit in the position of Han. 
Chief Justice J.C.N. Ugwu. The National 
Judicial Council deliberated on the 
nomination and decided that the han. 
Justice R. C. Agbo who is the most senior 
of the 3 candidates nominated including 
Han. Justice .JN. Nebo be recommended 
for the post accordingly, the National 
Judicial Commission hereby recommend to 
your Excellency Han. Justice R. C. Agbo 
for the appointment as Chief Judge of 
Enugu State, su~ject to the confirmation 
for the appointment by the State House of 
Assembly. 

Signed 
MU Uwais 
GCON Chief Justice of the Federation. 

Leader. (Mr Anichukwu) : Thank you 
Mr Speaker, may I move that the message 
from His Excellency, the Governor of 
Enugu State be accepted for immediate 
consideration by this House. 

Deputy Majority Leader (Mr 
Anikwe): Mr Speaker, I have risen to 
second the Motion as moved by the 
Majority Leader (Mr Anichukwu). 

Question put and agreed to. 
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Deputy Leader: Thank yo u Mr 
Speaker, l believe that the law is no 
respecte1· of anybody, be him low or hi gh, 
rich or poor. We have to perfo rm our 
dut ies he re as law make rs entrusted with 
the policies for the good g(lverna nce of the 
State . 

Mr Speaker, if you pay a· careful 
attention to the message from the 
Govemor and the letter enclosed, one will 
obse rve a kind of lacun a between the 
Governo r's message and the letter 
acco mpan ying it. On the strength of this, 
Mr Speaker, l have the honour and 
privil ege to call on my Co !leagues and 
pray this honourable House not to 
consicle.r such appointment for obvious 
reasons. But in doing that, this honourab le 

, House will not be engaging in a 
co nfrontati on with the Governor . l bel ieve 
as a dynami c, ve 1·y understanding, humbl e 
Governor, the House must do her own 
duties constituti onall y and otherwise. 

Therefore, I am appeal ing to this 
honourab le House not to confi!"ill the said 
appoi ntment. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

M r C. Enebe (Awgu No rth): Mr 
Speaker, l have risen to contribute to this 
debate. First of all, l want to thank the 
Govemor fo r appo inting a new Ch ief 
Judge for ou r considerati on . What it 
mean s ·is that if the Exec utive is in full 
swing and the legislature is work in g, he 
wa nts the j udi ciary to rema in in tact, so 
that there will not be any gap and by the 
time the fom1er Ch ief Ju dge goes. there 
will be a fom1al handing ove r as and when 
due. 
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Mr Speaker, 1 appreci ate this letter from 
the Governor, but the issue is that the 
Chief Judge of Enu gu State is go in g to 
preside over the affairs of Enu gu State 
Judiciary and not Natio na). So I wonde r 
why the National shou ld now. after the 
State Judicial Council had recommended 
Ho n. Justice Umezu li ke, decide otherwise. 
As far as I am concern ed, they sho ul d have 
upheld the decisior-1 ·of the State Judicial · 
Counci I because the persons who make up 
the State Jud icia l Coun cil are the State 
Judges. They know Justice Umezur ike 
more than yo u. They know him more than 
the National Judicial Cou ncil does. They 
know Justice Agbo and all the Ju dges 
there . So for them to have, after 
considering the three judges. to te ll the 
Nati onal Judic ial Co uncil to accept Just ice 
Umezurike, we expected that they shou ld 
have sent the name of Just ice Umezmike 
to the Govemor. But they did not do so . 

1t is ou r duty as the true representatives 
of the people to info rm them and let them 
do the right thing at the right time. I . 
believe that Justice Umezu ri ke is one of 
the few .Judges in this country that has 
Nat iona I . Meri t Award . And apart from 
that, there must have been other qualities 
in him that must have made the State 
Judic ial Commiss ion to recommend him. 
So based on tbi s, we have to let th e 
Govern or know that we are not 
comfortable with that lette r and we send it 
back to him. 

Thank you very much and I wish to 1·est 
my case . 



!'; 

1949 Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
19 October, 2004 

1950 

Mr M. Njeze (Ud i North): Mr Speaker, 
am very happy to hear the 

recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor, but it wi ll inte rest you to know 
that the position being talked about is 
another arm of the tripod of governance in 
the State. 

The legis lature _ is headed · by the 
Speaker, the Execut ive is headed by the 
Governor and the Judiciary by the Chief 
Judge. J want to thank the Governor of 
Enu gu State for the privileged v isit we 
had, just recently, sponso red by the State 
Government w hich had broadened our 
horizon and wh ich we are reap ing the fruit 
of that visit. A nd part of what we learnt 
there is that, fo r instance, I visited Un ited 
States of America and dur in g that v isit, we 

_were afforded the oppotiun ity to study the 
syste m of govern ance in the State of 
Maryland and Miss issipp i and in both 
States, they elect the ir Chief Judges. Chief 
Judges face election. So a Chief Judge 
must be somebody that is popular, 
somebody acceptab le to his immediate 
community, his immedi ate constituency. 

I know H is Exce llency very we ll , but l 
am kind of smpri sed because the letter 
from the National Judicial Co unci l stated 
very clearly that the immediate 
constituency of Judges in Enugu Sate 
w here the Chief Judge is going to preside 
had recommended a di ffe rent person and 
H is Exce ll ency is recommending a 
different person to us. We are one political 
famil y but Mr Speaker, I be li eve that the 
interest of Enugu State is higher that the 
interest of any one parti cu lar section of the 
government and therefore, I wish to 
recommend to n1y Co ll eagues that we 
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should ~ork seriously to ensure that as 
there is harmony in the Execut ive, there is 
harmony in the legislature, there shou ld be 
harmony in the jud iciary, because the 
Judiciary must have found something to 
have made their choice and 
recommendation to National Jud icial 
Council. Therefore, I wish that . this 
honourab le House do dec line the 
confirmation of Hon . Justice R .C. Agbo 
based on these reasons, that the wish of 
our people should be respected in all 
c ircles, because th is is democracy . 

Therefore, M r Speaker, may I move a 
Motion that this honourable House do 
decline the confirmation of the Hon. 
Justice Ralph Agbo as the new Chief 
Judge ofEnugu State. 

Mrs C. Ene (Udi South) : I have ri se n 
to second the Motion. 

Mr Speaker: I want more peopl e to 
talk please . 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North) : Mr Speaker 
th ink thi s is against the rules of the 

House . 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, l do not agree 
that the debate just begun that somebody 
should move that the Question be put. The 
debate on the F loor shou ld reflect the 
voting. Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South) : Mr 
Speaker, I have r isen to make a 
cont ri but ion on this very issue . The 
appointment of a Ch iefJudge of any State 
is a very important matte r q1at concerns 
the governance of a State. lt is a 

.. 
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prerogative of the Governor to appoint a 
Chief Judge on the recommendation ofthe 
National Judicial Council and confirmed 
by the State Legislatu~e and that is what 
we are trying to do. It isthe State Judicial 
Service Commission that knows who and 
who is a competent judge that should 
preside over the . Judiciary of a State. For 
the National Judicial Counci l to 
recommend and stand by it that it should 
be so, so and so person or Justice Agbo is 
not possible. Therefore, we should align 
with the recommendation of the State 
Judicial Service Commission. Justice 
Umezulike is a Professor of Property Law. 
He is well ve rsed. He is accepted by the 
people. He is amenab le to the judges. I 
know him. He has been a lecturer and has 
held many national positions. So I am 

, saying that the appointment of Justice 
Agbo which the Governor is trying to let 
us confirm may not be possible. Thank 
you. 

Mr C. Enebe: Mr Speaker, we do hot 
have to over labour ourselves on this 
issue. I believe many people have spoken 
their minds and on this premise, I move 
that the Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now 
put, put and agreed to 

Main question put and the House 
divided by roll call 

Ayes: Nil Noes: 20 ' 
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Noes. 
Hon. Enebe C. 
Hon. Maduabu E. 
Bon. Agbo D. 
Hon. Ugwu C. 
Hon. Ani D. 
Bon. Offor C. 
Hon. Anilcwe P. 
Hon. Odo E. 
Bon. N nadi A. . 
Hon . Onyeze M . 
Hon . Atigwe D. 
Hon. Mrs Ezugwu E. 
Hon. Nnamani E .I. 
Hon. Anichukwu J. 
Hon. Amu F. 
Hon . Onah F. 
l-Ion. Obidinrna J. 
Hon. Princes C)gbu E. 
Hon. Njeze M . 
Hon . Mrs Eneh C. 

Resolved: That the appointment of hon. 
Justice R .C. Agbo is rejected by the 
House. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Overseas Trip · 

Mr Spea){er: Honourable C:olleagues, I 
have the honour to say welcome here afte1· 
two weeks Overseas trip to Britain and 
United States of America respectively. We 
thank God for the successful journey and 
above all, we are able to travel to both 
countries for the · betterment of this 
honourable House and, of course, the State 
in general. 

immensely thank you people/ 
Members for the way and manner you 

I 
I 
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have conducted yourselves during the 
trips. And above all, I can say that we are 
going to make use of all our experiences, 
to ensure that we are at the right side. We 
are we lcome back and I hope that as the 
year is coming to an end, and we have a 
lot of activ ities, we are gong to be busy to 
ensu re that we meet up with our time. And 
above all, th~ Bills on the various stages 
and Motions will soon come up on 
appropriate days. l am happy for the trip; 
and T am happy for the recess because we 
have come back to redelibenite, 
redetermine and to deliver to our people. 
And I am · aware tha\ you watched the 
Proceedings there. You will not talk when 
the Speaker is talking, and I hope the 
Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe) will allow 
it. So he will not be talking when the 

'Speaker is talking (Laughter). Thank you . 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I move that 
this honourable House do now adjourn till 
Thursday, 21 st October, 2004 at 1 Oa.m . 
Thank you. 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, hon . Colleagues, I wish to second the 
Motion on adjournment that was moved 
by the Leader, and in 'doing so, I have to 
join the hon. Speaker to welcome all of 
yo u back. I also thank God that none of us 
lost our lives. Thank you . 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That th is honourable House 
do now adjourn till Thursday, 21 st October, 
2004 at 10 a.m . 

Accordingly adjourned at 12.28 p .m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERJA 

Thursday, 2F1 October, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 31, of 
Tuesday 19th October, 2004 is before the 
House. I have gone through them and 
found them to be correct, however, I call 
for your comments. Thank you. 

Mr D. A. Ani (Enugu South I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
our Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 
19th October, 2004, and found them to be 
very correct, so 1 move for the ir adoption. 

Mrs C. Ene (Udi North): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to second the Motion for 
the adoption of our last Votes and 
Proceedings as moved by the hon. 
Member for Enugu South I (Mr Am). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings ofTuesday 19111 

October, 2004 accordingly adopted. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

MESSAGE FROM HIS 
EXCELLENCY, THE EXECUTIVE 

GOVERNOR OF ENUGU STATE DR 
CHIMAROKE NNAMANI 

Office of the Secretary to the State 
Government, 
Governme-nt House, Enugu. 

. 20111 October, 2004 

The Han. Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Enugu. 

Sir, 

Re.· commissioners designate 

May I send the following names who have 
been appointed Commissioners Designate 
by His Excellency, Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani, Governor of Enugu State for 
your consideration and approval, please: 

1. Mr lgbonekwu Ogazimorah 
2. Mr Emeka Ukwuaba 
3. Mr Sam Umesie 
4. Mr Martin lloh 

Accept Sir, the assurance of His 
Excellency's regard and esteem for lhe 
Honourable House . 

Sgd. 
Dr Dan Share 
Secretmy to the State Government 

Leader: (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I move that the Message from 
the Governor of Enugu · State, Dr 
Chirnaroke Nnamani be accepted for 

I 
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Chimaroke Nnamani be accepted for 
consideration at late date to be 
determined by the Rules and Business 
Committee of the House. Thank you, Sir. 

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion as moved by the Lead~r of the 
House. Thank you, Sir. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Speaker: Thank yo u very much . 
The Clerk of the House should inform the 
Commissioner's Designate to send to the 
House 25 copies of their Curriculum 
Vitae as soon as possible for Scrutiny. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move 
that this honourable House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 26t11 October, 2004 
at 10 a.m. Thank yo u, Sir. 
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Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speake;:, Sir, I beg to second · the Motion 
as moved by the Leader of the House (Mr 
AnichuA:1vu). Thank you, Sir. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do now adjourn ti!l·Tuesday, 26th October, 
2004, at 1 Oa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12 noon. 

. i 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 26'17 October, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speal<er: Honourable Co ll eagues, 
before us are our Votes and Proceedings No. 
32, Thursday, 21st October, 2004. I have 
gone through them, and found them to be 
very · correct. However, l call for your · 
comments . 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Thank you, 
Mr Speaker, I have equally gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of ou r last sitting. I 
found them correct and therefore move for 
the adoption of the Votes and Proceedings. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I): Thank you, 
Mr Speaker, I stand to second the Motion as 
was moved by the hon. Member for Udi 
South (Mrs Eneh) . 

Question put and agreed to. 

. w 
Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 21" 

October 2004, accordingly adopted. 

INTERVIEW OF COMMISSIONERS 
DESIGNATE BY THE HOUSE 

Leader (Mr Anichuk:vvu). Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, may I move that this House do now 
resolve itsel f into the Comm ittee of the 
Whole House for the interview of the 
Commiss ioners Designate. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, I am sanding to second the Motion 
as moved by the Leader (Mr An.ichukwu). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Interviewed of Commissioners-Designate. 

(Considered in the Committee of the 
Whole House) 

The Chairman: Honourable Co ll eagues, 
now that we are in the Committee of the 
Whole House. May I request that Mr 
Igbonekwu Ogazimorah be called for 
0creenin g. 

Thereupon Mr Igbonelnvu Ogazimorah 
was ushered in. 

Honourable Members, before you is Mr 
Igbonekwu Ogazimorah, one of the 
Comm iss ioners desi gnate. He is here on 
your inv itation members can now ask him 
their questions . 

Mr M. Njeze (Ud i North): Thank you, 
Mr Chairman. Mr Ogazimorah, can you g ive 
us a run down of your C.V. 

Mr Ogazimorah: Mr Chairman , my 
name is Igbonekwu Ogazimorah. I hail from 
Awhum in Ojebegene Coun cil Area ofUd i. I 
am 36 years of age. I attended the fo ll ow ing 
schoo ls: Community Primary School, 
Awhum, Boys High Schoo l Awhum, 
Bendoff Memorial School Ad-azi Nnukwu, 
Ahmadu Bello U niversity Zaria, Un iversity 
of Lagos, Times Journal ism Institute. 

Then l worked in New Agenda, the 
Nigerian Economist. l worked in Champion 
Newspapers, I worked in Post Express. 1 
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joined the Government ofEnugu State in the ; } :iyrr 1\:f. Njeze: (Udi North): Mr Emeka 
year 2000 as Special Assistant on M_C::,di?L .:: U.}~yv.f;taba, Commissioner-Designate, you 
Matters to the Governor. After the ·Jirsf " .· were . once a Secretary and a Member of 
tenure I was appo inted Special Adviser on 
Media Research and documentation. That 
was the position I held until now I was 
nom in ated by His Excellency. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oj i River): Thank 
you, Mr Chairman. May I move that the 
Commissioner designate takes ::o. bow and 
.leave. 

Question put and agreed to. 

The Commissioner designate, Mr 
Ogazimorah accordingly took a bow and left 
the Chamber -vvhile Mr Ukwuaba was 
ushered in. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
before you is Mr Emeka Ukwuaba, he is for 
an inte rview this morning, you can now ask 
your quest ions. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze N011h I): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, before I make my final 
request to the House on behalf of the 
Commissioner-Designate who is from my 
Constituency, I want to throw more light on 
his credibility and ... (Interruptions) 

The Chairman: No! No!! No!!! I do not 
want th at. 

Several hon . Members : Sit down ! 

Mr Onyeze: Can I correct myself? 

The Chairman: No! No! No! You 
cannot correct yourself, you have derailed, 
sit down. 
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Board of Directors ofUmuozzi Community 
Bank (Nig) L imited, what is the situation in 
that Bank now? 

Mr Emeka Ukwuaba: Mr Chairman, 
bon. Members, I am no longer in t hat Bank 
but I am aware that t_he Bank is still working. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Ukwubas, secondly . you 
were the Programme Manager of En ugu 
State Agricultural Development Programme 
(ENADEP) f rom year 2000 to 2004, may we 
know the progress you made during that 
period? 

Mr Ukwuaba: Honourable Chairman, 
hoi1. Members, I entered into Enugu State 
Agricultural Development Programme 
(ENADEP) in 2000 like you have earlier 
said, a lot of thir1gs were in the situation of 
the place, that is, both infrastructure, 
equipment and even the morale of the staff. 
We started refurbishing the buildings of the 
Headquarters and also : the Zonal 
Headquarters at Awgu and that of Enugu 
Zone . After that we went into r~novating the 
med ia office; you people might not know it, 
there is a· full fledged media office in the 
ENADEP (Enugu State Agricultural 
Development Programme) . It is a new 
transmitting stat ion. Before we went in there 
was the equipment that had been suppl ied 
for thirteen years and· was not mounted 
because the then officers had requested for 
the sum of N2.5 million Naira to do that 
installation. Now when we went into detail, 
we brought in some ESBS (Enugu State 
Broadcasting Station's) staff to look at the 
matter and they said that their staff could do 
it. Then I encouraged them to send their bill 
and because we had meager resources, we 

~ 
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were depending on N250,000 (two hundred 
and fifty thousand Naira) per quarter being 
sent by the Federal Government and with 
N800,000 (eight hundred thousand Naira) 
we were able not only to install the 
equipment and paint the buildings but we 
also repaired and refurbish ed the equipment 
which were already ruined because of long 
stay resulting from long packing .. 

In the area of affecting the lives of our 
people which ENADEP intends to do 
because is an agency established for that 
purpose we looked at what determined the 
production and what is affecting the level of 
production and we saw that there was sort of 
diminishing return. They were not getting 
enough from the labour they were putting in 
and that was because they have not got the 
basic requisite technology or knowledge to 
do it. Although, already there were specialist 
officers to train in the State but there was 
something like low morale. So, we said, 
alright we were going to do something about 
it. And we went into the main work and 
introduced measures that will enhance 
productivity of an average farmer . For 
in stance, we took up the issue of improved 
maize seedling which is very popular with 
our people. And what we did was to 
refurbish it and at the same time produced a 
large number of them and went around the 
entire State to announce it on the market 
days, we went to Orie Orba; we went to 
Nkwo Nike and we went to every place to 
tell them that because of mai ze seed alone, 
they could enhance production of maize by 
40% (forty percent). Like I have said they 
picked it and today the maize they sold in 
bags which usu a lly cost N250 (two hundred 
and fifty Naira) is now being so ld at N900 
(nine hundred Naira) because everybody is 
looking for it. There is no longer the need 
for preaching about the usefulness of 
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improv~ maize seedlings because everybody 
has known about it in the State. 

There was also the issue of improved 
yam seedlings. Pati of the problems of 
producing yam in Enugu is because the yam 
seed I i ngs were ve ry d ifficu It to come by so 
we introduced improved yam seedlings 
where · yo u have a particular tuber which 
usually produce several tubers that is, you 
can break a tuber.into ten pieces and sow 
them and out of them at the end of the year 
you can get more than 30 (thitiy) yam 
seedlings. In that aspect, we considerably 
improved the quantity of the planting 
materials for yam in the State. We need not 
to measure our output because it was 
numerous. We persuaded the fanners, talked 
to them and told them what to do and at the 
end, the public gained from the large 
product ivity of the farmers. 

Mr F.E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Chairman , the hon . Members, th e 
Commissioner-Designate has answered all 
the quest ions put to him, I therefore move 
that should bow and leave the : House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Ug1-vuaba accordingly took a bow and 
left the Chamber. 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Colleagues, before us 
is Mr Sam Umesie. He is here on your 
invitati on. You can now ask him questions. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North I): Mr 
Chairman, my question to the 
Commissioner-designate is on House 
Services. There was a time you were very 
prominent and very influentia l in the State, 
working with the Military. Can yo u tell us 

·i 
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the policies and projects yo u de li berately 
innuenced to benefit the people ofthe State . 

Ma· Sam Umesie: Mr Cha irman, hon. 
Members of the House; thank ·you for the 
question. 1 will start by sayi ng that my 
per iod in the Military regim e at Governm ent 
House, I worked more as a Civ il Servant. 
That not withstanding, we triecJ. ou r li ttle 
best in influe nci ng and ·i11ak ing su re we 
seemed most of the land that were be ing 
trespassed by a lot of people. So we 
innuencecl the then Milit<lry Governo r to 
fence them all. We also triecl and innuencecl 
at that material time the constru ction of 
perm anent structures of legislat ive quarters 
for the incom in g hon. Members. 
Furthermore, at th at materia I time we fo ught 
and in fl uenced the recove ry of some of 
government property or landed property that 
so me in dividua ls were t1·ying to take to 
themse lves. The areas we fought or he lped 
were more on my ·advisory capacity of 
mak in g memos and mak in g suggest ions. 
The bottom line of it all was that we were 
trying to make sure that the good peopie of 
Enu gu State will have the best from the 
Mili ta ry governm ent. Thank you. 

Mr .J.U . Onoh (En ugu North): You 
talked abo ut safeguard in g g(1vernment plots . 
Cou ld you please expart iate by telling us the 
plot num bers yo u Fenced for safeguard . 

Mr U mes ie: There were some land 
around Government House where we 
intended to build resident izli complexes . A 
lot of effo rts were made to prepa re th is land. 
Secondly, there were so me qua rters that we 
felt be longed to the government, completed 
qu arters which the previous M i I itary 
Administration so lei and they were prepared 
to make more representati ons to theM i I itary 
Governor that came as I was there to recove r 

- --- ~-- -
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property. in independence layout. I niay not 
know the numbers oF the property but I 
k1iow they are gove rnment quarters and I 
know the lands are a ll around fndepenclence 
Layout around govern ment House. Thank 
you. 

M rs C. Eneh (Ud i South): Mr Chairma n, 
having heard from the gent leman, may I 
move ~hat he takes a bow and lea ves the 
chambers. 

The Chairman: Let us give ot'hers 
opportun ity to ask thei1· question s. 

M r J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Umes ie, you were a ·c ivil servant and have 
worked in many areas. Where did you work 
last and what were your achievements? 

Mr Umesie: My last posting before 
appear before you now; I was a Permanent 
Secretary in the Post Primary Schools 
Management Board and when l was the1·e, l 
embarked on the computeri zation of all the 
teachers in the Seco ncl a;·y Schoo Is of Enugu 
State and we completed t!':lt within the 
record time of less than one month. The idea 
of this compute ri zat ion is that you are all 
aware that a lot of govern ment fund is being 
swind letl away because we do not know how 
many staff eac h second ary ss!1ool have and 
one keeps paying salaries to ghost >vorkers; 
double payrolling etc. So thi s 
computeri zation exercise we bel ieve will put 
an end to the iss ue of ghost worker 
syndrome and doub le pay ro lling. Before l 
left the PPSMB, I was Permanent Sec reta ry 
in the Ministry of Envi ronment and So li d 
Minerals. We articulated and devel oped 
strategy on environmental sustainab ili t:y with 
the Depatiment fo r Internati onal 
Development (DF!D) . We st<~rted from the 
beg inning to the end and moved clown to 

I 
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develop a strategy for waste management in 
Enugu State for the erstwhile ENSEPA and 
by the time we finished that I was sent to 
ENSEPA to make sure that we cleaned the 
place, put a new draft for the new body that 
was passed into law and now known as 
Waste Management Authority. So I was the 
Chief Executive Officer that was there when 
ENSEPA was replaced with. Waste 
Management Authority and within that time 
we were able to organise the first sanitation 
exercise. I believe it was a very successful 
sanitat ion exercise. 

Mr F. Onah CN;sukka West) : Mr 
Chairman, the Commissioner desigt1ate, 
having answered all the questions put to 
him, I move that he takes a bow and leaves 
the chamber. 

Mrs Eneh: I second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Sam Umesie accordingly took a bow 
and left the Chamber 

The Chairman : Honourable Colleagues, 
the last but not the least is Martin Ilo. He is 
here based on the request from this 
honourable House following his 
appointment as a Commissioner-designate in 
Enugu State. He is here on yom invita.~ion 
for interview/screening as a Commissioner 
in En ugu State. His C.V . is before you, 
Members can now ask him questions. Thank 
you. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
hon. Colleagues, may the gentleman before 
us run down his C.V., and take a bow. 

Mr Martin llo: Distinguished hon. 
Members of the House, my name is IJo 
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Martin ~duka. I was born on Ii11 November, 
1968. I hold a degree in Engineering from 
University ofNigeria Nsukka in 1991. And I 
am a Chartered Accountant and professional 
in the field. Besides the indicated 
qualifications I had from the ·University, I 
a lso have first Leaving Ce1iificate and 
W AEC. I have worked in · the KPMG 
Professional Services. I have worked in the 
Nigerian finn of Andersen Worldwide, as 
financial consultant, that was from where I 
moved into politics. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North I): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, ' the Commissioners­
Designate is a part and parcel of this 
Government. May I move that be should 
take a bow and leave. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Martin flo accordingly took a bow 
and left the Chamber. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable \-::olleagues, we 
have done the interview and J v_,ish to call on 
you to make general observations on the 
exercise just conducted. Thank you. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, all the 
Comm issioners-Designate have given us 
their entire qualifications in various 
capacities and have performed creditably; 
and before us here, they answered all the 
questions put before them. So I urge my hon. 
Colleagues to confirm their appointments so 
that they can be assigned . Thank you . 

Mr Njeze (Udi Notih): Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
am of the opinion that what the last speaker 
said is very much in order. These nominees, 
from my own point of view, are very much 

., 
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qualifiecl , knowing fully well that the party 
which I represent here - PDP - has never 
rnacle mistakes in giving En ugu State good 
hands that w il l help in piloting the affa irs of 
the State. May I urge i11y hon. Co ll eagues to 
go :-~head and support the nom inees of the 
Party and the nominees of the Governo r, so 
that they w i II be confirmed as 
Commiss ioners to ena.ble them resume 
duties in the services of Ent~gu State. Thank 
)'OU, Vel")' lllUCh. 

lVJr Enebe (Avvgu No rth) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I hereby move that the nominees have 
already been confirmed, I therefore move 
that the Quest ion be now put. 

Question, 171at the Quesr ion be now put, 
pur and .ugreed to. 

/v!ain Quest ion pul and ugreed to. 

l?esolved That the following:­
(I) Mr lgbonekwu Ogazim orah 
(2) M1· Emeka Ukwuab;J 
(3) Mr Sam Umesie 
(4) Mr Martin flo 

Tod<iy, 26 111 October, 2004 be confirmed 
by the Enu gu State House of Assembly as 
Commiss ioners in the Enugu State 
Govem ment. 

PRESENTATION 0 F A BILL 

eNUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION 

LAW 2004 

A Bi ll for a Law to make provi s ion that 
the sum of N I O,J99,9Ci7,600.00 (Ten 
Billion, Three Hundred <J ncl Ninety-nine 
Million. Nine Hundred <llld Sixty-seven 
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Thousa iJ cl Naira) presented by the Leader 
(Mr Anichukwu) and read for the first time. 

Mr Speaker: Further discussi on on the 
Supplementary Appropr iation IJa>v 2004 . 
will be determined by th e: Rules and 
BLis in ess Comm ittee of the House, please. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

· Committe~ :Meeting · 
. .. 

M1· Speaker: The Chairman, House 
Committee on Education, Science and 
Technology invites members of hi s 
Committee to an important meeting 
scheduled for Wednesday 27 111 Octobe1·. 
2004. Time 12 noon prompt. Venue: Room 
216 Enugu State House of Assembly. 

Sgcl. 
l-I on . M. Onyeze 
Chairman 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I hereby move 
that this honourable House do now adjourn 
t ill Thursday, 28 111 October, 2004 at I Oa .m. 
Thank you, Sir. 

Mr F.C. Onah (Nsukka West) Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Mot ion for adjournment as mo ved by th e 
Leader of the House (l\lfr Anichulni'U) Thank 
you, Sir. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do 1101" 

adjourn till Thursday, 28 111 Octo ber, 2004 at 

10 a.m . 

Adjourned accordingly at I p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 281
h October, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(M r Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mt· Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
we have before us, our Votes a11d 
Proceedings, No . 33, dated Tuesday 26th 
October 2004. I have gone through them and 
I found them to be a true reflection of what 
happened on that day . However, I call for 
yo ur comments. Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North I): Mr 
Speaker, I have equa lly gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of our last sitting and 
found them to be correct. I, therefore, move 
for the adoption of the Votes and 
Proceedings. Thank you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oj i River): Mr 
Speaker, I am standing to second the Motion 
that our last Votes and Proceedings be 
adopted . Thank you . . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of 26'" October 
2004 accordingly adopted 
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P.RESENTATION OF A BILL 

THE ENUGU STATE WASTE 
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY . 

(AMENDMENT) BILL 
NO. ll, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to Amend tbe Enugu 
State Waste Manage111ent Authority Law 
2004; presented by. the Majority Leader (Mr 
Anichukwu) and read the first time. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Enugu State Waste Manage1i1ent 
Authority (Amendment) Bill No. ll , 2004, 
has now been read for the first time. Further 
discussion on this bill will be communicated 
to you by the Rules and Business Committee 
of this honourable House. Thank you and 
God bless. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
THE ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
APPROPRIATION BILL 

NO. lO, 2004 

ORDER FOR SECOND READING READ 

Lead~r (Mr Anichukvm) .' Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, I am happy to t.alk on this 
Appropriation Bi ll before this honourable 
House, because it is said that one good turn 
deserves another. When you look at the Bill, 
in govern ment circle and appropriating, 
every section of the content has headings 
and sub-head ings. The Bill was not fo rmed 
urdinarily. The headings have been stated as 
they are required . When you look at the bill, 
Mr Speaker, you will see sub-head 450,451 , 
453, 454A, 456A, 458A, 460A and 461A. 
we are just left w ithout need for an 
amendment. 
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... ~ '}: The areas that amendments are needed 
are the areas that need proper adjustment in 
order for the yearnings of the good people of 

·. Enugu State to be met. . Mr Speaker, I will 
··. want my Col leagues to please look at the 

Bill closely and let us briefly go through the 

';.•. 

·.~· 

~~ 

·· major areas. One of such areas is sub-head 
454, which is bordering on Industry and 

· Commerce in Enugu State . Mr .Speaker, 
:. there is vigorous efforts by the Enugu State 
.: government to make sure that this State is 

· •. transformed into an industrial state just like 
·· . . · every other State in th e country. Mr 

Speaker, there is no State government that 
· can actually mO'/e progressively like other 
. States without having an additional industry 
.- or re-activating the ones that are actually on 
the ground. So, Mr Speaker, like I was 
saying, based on item one, for instance the 

. New-Haven Shopping Complex, you will 
;agree with me that most of us are not 
.actually happy that the rate of 
. developmental projects have now almost 
come to a stop. 

Actually, the Enugu State government 
has a very good intention to make sure that a 
befitting market just like the Holy Ghost 
market and Kenyatta market are put in place. 
And this honourabl e House will encourage 
every effort towards makin g si.u·e that the 
market is completed, because it :s going to 
be another headwa y toward~ moving Enugu 
State forward. Mr Speaker, there. is also the 
Enugu State lntern8tional Market which we 
are all aware is going on progressively at the 

. 9111 Mile Corner, all s ited in Enugu 

There is no doubt that such a big project 
cannot be effectively executed without 
adequate funds. The · Enugu State Cement 
Factory is a welcome development in this 
State. When the project was initiated, it was 
a welcome idea by everybody. The hon. 
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Member~ of this House will be doing a good 
job by making sure that nothing whatsoever 
stops the progress of that factory. And when 
you look at some of the Government's 
factories and indi.1stries, sc:·ne of the 
industries are almost folding. Ifat the end of 
this debate, we give this Bill our blessing, it 
will help the Government to make up for 
some principal ailing industries owned by . 
Government in this Enugu State mainly to 
make sure that our sons and daughters who 
have cast their votes for us are 
accommodated no matter what. Because of 
the limited resources everybody cannot be at 
Enugu. The purpose of these Government 
Parastatals is to see that the government goes 
down to all nooks and crannies of Enugu 
State. 

Mr Speaker, the area I want us to look at 
is sub-head 457 : Rural Electrification. Since 
the inception of this administration you will 
agree with me that Enugu State Government 
has been doing a lot to make sure that every 
village, every community and every local 
government in Enugu State gets democracy 
dividends. I believe that we are considering · 
Executive Bill under sections one and three 
and my happiness is that my hon. Co lleagues 
will bear me witness that whatever will be 
reasonable supplementary budget that will 
sustain this rural electrification we w i II give 
it accelerated consideration. T believe that 
this aspect of this project is considered so 
that at the end we shall all be grateful that 
we have contributed to make sure that 
democracy dividends have gone to every 
Community. 

Mr Speaker, this sub-head 456A. That 
sub-head deals with the aspect that makes 
sure that every money is accounted for. I am 
very happy that this House by this recent 
development has made sure that nothing 

•. J 
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should be done without proper accounting 
system. Every fund generated which belongs 
to the public must be properly kept. An 
individual cannot have the opportunity to 
embezzle or hijack Government money 
which is meant for development. We are 
aware that some sort of reform is going on 
in the Civ il Service. I am h8ppy to state that 
Enugu State Government apprec-iates the 
effort of DFID to make sure that every 
aspect of the Government is computerized to 
have true record of workers in th is State 
because it is on record that the issue of ghost 
workers has contributed a lot to frustrate the 
Government effort in this State. Imagine 
where an individual does not attend work for 
one or two or three da.xs, and at the end of 
the month he or she wi II go and cOllect 
salary. The revenue generated from 
reasonable source is now misappropriated to 

·an individual who is not interested in 
moving the State forward. 

Mr Speaker, sub-head 457 : I know that 
every thing here has its own significance but 
when you talk of this Government it 
involves road maintenance: road network in 
Enugu State. I know 'that a lot of activities 
have been initi ated by the Enugu State 
Government which actually made the 
yearn ings of the people possible. But there is 
some that take precedent today over others. 
The Government of Enugi.t State has put in 
place road network in Enugu State. This 
involves the construction of roads. It is not 
only centred in the urban , it is spread 
everywhere because as ram just talking now 
if there is any problem that is not filled up in 
my own local government it is because ithas 
not been sort out because of fund. So, tliere 
is st ill other new things to be adopted. Other 
roads are there still, other people wi ll not 
want to hear that the road leading to the ir 
place is not done because in such a situation 
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they would ask if they are not part of the 
Government because if I am asked such a 
question I will not have an answer to give. 
What I am trying to say, Mr Speaker, is that 
Legis lature is pa11 of the Government and 
that is why I am proud to say that this 
honourable House has been making its role, 
because by giv in g this Bill our assent we 
have gone a long way to help the Executive 
to execute the road network. Vvhen you 
move around Enugu, Mr Speaker, you wi II 
see that it is very unfortunate. For over two, 
three weeks I have been able to pay visits to 
various places in Enugu because I have to 
move not that 1 li ke doing it. 

We need to encourage the Government to 
make sure that the roads are kept in good 
shape so that every movement you are doing, 
that is, if you want to move from here to 
Secretariat you can do it; at least for five or 
ten minutes, and all things being equal, you 
will be expected to be there. If this 
amendment Bill is approved it will enable 
the Government to continue -from where it 
stopped. 

Mr Speaker, the Road Project a,s we see it 
is a good point itself, so we want the 
Governm~nt to package a development 
project before welcoming it even people 
from far and near can sti ll welcome it. You 
see, you are using the road; I am using the 
road, so there is stil l every need for us to be 
sure that the work is completed because as 
far as the Executive are taking the glory for 
their performance, the people who voted us 
in here are also watch in g us to know whether 
or not we are contributing to that I therefore 
urge .this House to give urgent ..:;onsideration 
to thi s very important Amendment Bill. 

Mr Speaker, subhead 458, is another 
sensitive area. This ta lks aboLit Education : 

I 
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education for our people because the only 
legacy you can leave in your generation is to 
give your children full education. It is in line 
with this that the construction of Enugu 
State Univers ity of Sc ience and Technology 
(ESUT)'s permanent site, is go ing on in 
earnest. It is a welcome development for 
everybody. We are not debating the end of 
the year Appropriat ion Bill of 2004 today 
but we have seen the need of the 
Amendment Bill. We have understood the 
need that the permanent site should · be 
completed and that is why I am requesting 
this honourable House to absolutely 
consider that the project be completed as 
scheduled. When consideration of this Bill is 
favourably done it will help to facilitate the 
job. .:· 

~ 

~ . 

,:;, ._ 

Mr Speaker, under the School meal 
.Programme a lot of jobs have been started 
which include rehabilitat ion of primary 
schools and I lea.rnt that the project is being 
spread, that is, · that schools are being 
constructed and renovated in Enugu Ea.st 

' .· Senatorial Zone; Enugu No1ih Senatorial 
Zone; and Enugu West Senatorial Zone 
simultaneous ly; that is fundamental. This 
means that the Government is doing a lot to 
make sure that education takes the r·equired 
attention . 

. Under Health, M1' Speaker, there is no 
··•· . doubt that the Primary Health Care is taking 

proper position in Enugu State coupled with 
the effotis the Government is currently 
making towards the construction of Park 
Lane Speciali st Hosp ital, and I believe that 

. some of you have been there this morning 
and you wi II agree with me that the rate of 
j ob going on therf.: is satisfactory. 

Then what l m ight have believed to be 
the major problem of this State might have 
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resulted from the present water supp ly which 
is making lives of our people dangerous and 
the State Government has envisaged in 
making sure that especially drinking water is 
affordable in the State no matter how other 
things are being handled in thE State. And I 
am happy to announce that sconer or later 
the Oji River Water Scheme will be a thing 
of joy and glory to all of us. 

Or are we talking of environment, this 
House has been contributing and even of 
recent, there was a Bill which was passed in 
this honourable House of Assemo ly airried at 
making sure that the environment of Enugu 
State is put in proper shape as it used to be . 

Mr Speaker, the issue of developmental 
need of humanity, that is, shelter, the State · 
Government has been pursuing that aspect 
v igorously. 

Finally, Mr Speaker, if yot' look around 
recently at this House of Assen bly, you will 
see that there is laudable. project going on. 
You need not think twice that tb is is a very 
impotiant arm of government, at~d when you 
visit the House of Assembly it is supposed to 
be House of Assembly of the Old Eastern 
Region now inherited by Enugu State. So, 
the Executive has deemed it wise to make 
sure that the environment or our offices or 
the building will be adequately and properly 
refurbished and I am happy now that when 
you go to your offices or when somebody 
visits your office you will be happy. 

Mr Speaker, I want to plead with my 
Colleagues because for now I v- ant to rest on 
my seat and Jet them please understand the 
need to consider this AmendmEnt Bill that is 
before this honm1r1ble House . We had 
a lready passed such a Bill here. It is not that 
we had not done what we were required to 
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do but I think the whole people of Enugu 
State had expressed in one way or the other 
their concern and appreciation that we 
should continue doing what we are supposed 
to do on this very important Amendment 
Bill. 

Mr Speaker, on this note, I say hon. 
Co ll eagues, please, please and please, I 
plead that the Bill should sail through. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anik:vve) : Mr 
Speaker I have risen to make contributions 
to the amend ment of the Supplementary 
Budget before us. If we a ll reali se, the 
Enugu State Government is in a hurry to 
actua li ze in practical terms its promises to 
the peop le of Enugu State in terms of human 
and economic resources. The essence of 

· Supplementary budget is to take care of a ll 
other additional things or sub-heads not 
taken care of earlier and if you watch 
carefully the programmes of the State 
govern ment, you wi II observe that a lot have 

· been achieved in the appropriation Bill we 
passed. 

This supp lementary budget is to augment 
whatever that needs to be clone taking into 
accou nt on-go ing projects and more that are 
about to take off. What is left to this House 
is to do its own duty to ass ist governm ent 
that is in a hurry to actua li ze its dreams . The 
Governor needed money to actualize that 
being in a hurry. The on ly aspe.ct I want to 
talk on is sub-head 468 . I believe by the time 
we begin to treat the Bill in detail, each bon. 
Member has a Const ituency Office; we need 
to make them more functional by adding 
small amount of money to sub-468. We need 

·. to beef it up to enab le us do our duties and 
ass ist government that is in a hurry. We are 
talking about the general principles of the 
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Supplem~ntary bi1dget today. So, I urge all 
Members to ensure the smooth passage of 
th is B ill. The onus is on us · to upli ft our 
people by supporting the government to 
realise its dream. Mr Speaker Sir, I rest my 
case here . Thank yo u. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr D.O. Atigwe) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to contribute to this 
debate. The people of Enugu State will 
always be gratefui' to this' adm inistration 
when they look round and observe all tl~e 
developmental projects being carr ied out by 
thi s government. The Supplementary budget 
is to enable government actualize its dreams 
by completin g most of its projects that fund 
could not go rowJd. We need to encourage 
the Governo.r in !lis · good works by giving 
this budget accelerated passage. Mr Speaker, 
like I said earlier, the Budget is for the 
people as the people is for the Budget. The 
Governor is only asking for N432.35m 
add itionally. So I urge my Co ll eagues to 
support the supp lemen tary budget by passing 
it. 

Leader (Mr Anichuk:vvu): ,Mr Speaker, 
Information! May I at this poi11t inform the 
distinguished Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) 
that the supplementary budget is about 
N10,399,967,000 and not N432.35m. Thank 
yo u. 

Mr Speaker: i do not know who is right 
and who is wrong. I am just te llin g you what 
is in the Governor's request. If yoLi look at 
the Governor's Jetter, H is Exce llency, the 
Governor of Enu gu State in his usual 
principle to better the life of the people of 
Enugu State through giv in g them democracy 
dividend s, he req uested for a Supplementary 
Appropri at ion for 2004. So please the 
Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigvve) can now go on. 
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Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. As I have gone through the 
expend itures of this government, it is very 
encomag ing. So. Mr Speaker, if the sum is 
approved, the future ofthe projects in Enugu 
State wi ll be better. I w il l say that it could be 
called Pork Barre l Budget. It involves all of 
us and mostly those people in the 
Const ituencies that we are rep resent in g. 
With these my pin-pointed points, I am 
begging that hom Nos 450 - 468 be 
app r·oved acco rdingly . Thank you, S ir. 

Leader (Mr JN' Anich"tkvnJ : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I at this point move that 
furiher debates on the Supplementary 
Approp ri at ion Law 2004 under 
cons ide ration be deferred to a later date to 
be dete rm ined by the Rules and Business 
Comm ittee of the House . Thank you, Sir. 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe). Thank 
yo u, Mr Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second 
the Motion as movec) by t he Leader of t he 
House . 

()uestion put and agreed to. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meeti,ng 

Mr Speaker: Honourable C'o ll eagL;~s, 

we are going to meet in my office at the 
rising of the House. Thank you . 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leade r: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move 
that this honou rab le House do not adjourn 
till Tuesday, 2m1 November, 2004, at 10 a.m. 

T hank you. 
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Mrs .E. Ogbu (Udenu ): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
1 have ri sen to second the Motion as moved 
by the Leader of the House (Mr Anichukwu). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn til l Tuesday, 2'1(1 November, 2004 at 
l 0 a.m . 

Adjourned accordingly at 2.15 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 2"'1 November, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

M1· Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
before this honourable House are our Votes 
and Proceedings No. 34, dated Thursday, 
28th October, 2004. I have gone through 
them, and found them to be correct. 

·However, I call for your comments. Thank 
·you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): I have 
as well gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of our last sitting of 28th 
October, 2004 and · found them to be 
accurate. Therefore, I lnove for the adoption. 
Thank you . 

Mrs C. Eneh (Ud i South): Mr Speaker, I 
have risen to second the Motion as moved 
by the hon. Member for A wgu South (Mr 
Maduabuf 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 28'
11 

October, 2004 accordingly adopted. 
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ORDER OF THEDA Y 

The Enugu State of Nigeria 
Supplementary Appropl"iation Bill, 

No. 10 2004 

A Bill for a Law to make provision of the 
sum of Ten Billion and Three Hundred 
and Ninety-Nine Million, Nine Hundred 
and Sixty-Seven Thousand Naira as 
Revised Capita'! Expenditure to the 
services of Enugu State of Nigeria for the 
year ending Thirty First Decen1ber, 2004 
and for other related purposes. 

Ac(jcurned Debate on second Reading 
(2811 012004) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
you will recall that during our last sitting, the 
debate came up and was deferred to a later 
date to be determined by the Rules and 
Business Committee ·-of this honourable 
House. Before then, most of the hon. 
Members made their contributions. At this 
juncture, the Floor is open for contribu tions 
to the debate. Thank you. 

Mr .J. Obidinma (Oj i River): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to make a few 
comments about the Supplementary Budget 
2004 . Mr Speaker, we are all aware that both 
life and things of the earth are dynami c and 
therefore, the essence of the supp lementary 
budget is to take care of any change or 
changes that must have emanated as a result 
of any change in the th ings of life. 1 am 
strongly standi11 e; to make a case that the 
Supplementary Budget be passed. Mr 
Speaker, His Exce llency the Executive 
Governor of Enugu State Dr. Ch imaroke 
Nnaman i has successfully app lied the 
provisional budget. 
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Therefore, there is no doubt that he will 
do the same with the Supplementary Budget. 
On the strength ofthe changes in life and the 
fact that the provisional budget was well 
applied, 1 plead with this hono urable House 
to please, pass without further delay, this 
supplementary budget. Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South}: I have 
risen to make contributions on this 
Supplementary Appropriation Bill now 
before this House. There is no gain-saying 
the fact that we need this Supplementary 
Appropriation Bill. Jf we consider the 
projects before the State Government, we 
will see that there is need for an increment 
.in the capital vote. 

We have the ESUT permanent site where 
work is gong on continuously. We still need 
Awgu-Ndiabor Road, Nenwe-Odume-Mpu­
Okpanku Road . All these ! projects involve 
nioney, and now that some of these projects 
are going on, like the conference centre, 

. which all of us are seeing, definitely, there 
will be capital increase so that all these 
thin gs will be carried out. One cannot do a 
proj ect that is as large as these ones w ithout 
mon ey . . If the budget is talking about an 
increment or add it ion to the money wh ich 
the government will . use for the projects, 
there is every need for the House to support 
that move, because, according to the l<ist 
speaker, the one that has been voted was 
very well used by the executor. The Rural 
Electr ification is there, which needs now to 
be augmented, road projects, agricul tural 
sector, health sector and all these things 
cannot be done without money. 

I am very much advocating and urging 
my hon. Members to see th at we pass the 
Supplementary Appropriation . B ill now 
before us. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North I): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to j o in rny Co lleagues 
in calling on the rest of our 1:ollcagues to 
pass this Supplementary Budget. A labourer 
that does more jobs needs more implements 
and the machine that does more work 
deserves more lubricants. We are all aware 
of the development · projects that are going 
on in thi s very State. 

The education sector, ·from primary to 
tertiary level has received the greatest boost 
under the leadership of H is Excellency the 
Governor of Enugu State . School Meal 
Programme is going on and there are efforts 
to give meals to all the children in the · 
primary schools . We l<Jlow that this is the 
first State in the federal to introduce such a 
programme, and it is the intention of the 
government to expand it further. 

My Colleagues have already talked about 
what is gong on in the tertiary institutions . 
ESUT was e~tablished more than two 
decades ago, but no governor, civilian or 
military has ever attempted to p~it up a block 
of build ing for ESUT. This .is the first time 
they are seeing it and particularly this year. 

We also know the need to have our own 
Teaching Hosp itai. We know the difficulties 
we are encountering to get our children ga in 
admission to the Faculty of Medici ne in 
Niger ian Universities. By the t ime our own 
Teaching Hospital is through, which I am 
sure w i II be before the end of this year, our 
children will be reading here an d grad uating 
as Medical Doctors. So the sovernor has 
been doing a lot in the area of education and 
this type of job deserves more mon ey. 

We are also aware of ru ral development 
projects that are gong on in a ll parts of the 

992 

~ 

I 
J 



" 

. ~\~ 

1987 
Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 

2 November, 2004 1988 

State. My own rural community is one of 
the communities that have gained from rural 
water scheme and I hope that by giving the 
Governor more money to work, · other 
communities will get too. If you look at 
rural electrification which many 
communities have benefited, it has a lot of 
advantages. The migration to the urban 
communities will reduce as soo11 as more 
communities get rural electrification because 
technicians can settle in the rural 
communities and do their job. 

We also see our State as a State that is 
taking the lead in povetiy reduction 
programme. It is a well-known fact that the 
Governor of the Enugu State has initiated 
programmes in the rural areas for poverty 
reduction that has attracted international 
Bodies like DFID and others; we are all 
living witnesses to these programmes. So, to 
enable the Governor .. to continue .with his 
good works, we need to give him more 
money so that before the end of this year 
some of these projects might have been 
completed for the benefit of our people, both 
those in the rural communities and urban 
centers. With this, Mr Speaker, I move that 
the Question be now put so that we now 
pass this Supplementary Budget. Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. 

Question, That the Question be now put, 
put and agreed to. 

J.1ain Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Enugu State Supplementary 
Appropriation Bill No. 10, 2004, has now 
sailed through the Second stage. I wish to 
express my happiness to all of you for your 
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co-operation to ensure speedy passage of tb is 
Bill . Yo·u are aware that there is every need 
to give this Supplementary Appropriation 
Bill a quick passage because in a very short 
time you will have 2005 Appropriation Bill. 

So, I thank all of you for your 
contributions: both my hon. Colleagues, the 
Clerks-At-Table, and all those who 
contributed to the success of this Bill I do 
hope that the passage of this Bill will inject 
more fund to the system as well as giving the 
Governor or the State Government the 
opportunity to move Enugu State forward. 
Thank you, and God bless you. 

THE ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION 

BILL, 2004 

(Considered in Committee of the Whole 
House) 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
at this juncture, let us suspend the Title and 
Date of Commencement and move to 
Citation . 

Clause 1 - (CITATION) - Ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 2 - (EXPEND£TURE OF 
Nl0,399,967.00 OUT OF CAPITAL 
DEVELOPMENT FUND) - Ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 3 - (APPROPRJA TION OF 
N l 0,399,976.000)- Ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anilnve) : Mr 
Chairman, you will recall that when we 
opened debate on the Supplementary 
Appropriation Bill that I moved a Motion 

.I 
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that Head 468 should be improved upo11 to 
enable hon. Members actualize their 
constitutional constituency offices. I sti II 
encourage my Colleagues to see the need for 
add itional fund, no matter how little, to 
enable hon. Members actua li ze additional 
provisions of their constituency offices. 

The Chairman: The view ofthe Deputy 
Leader is well noted but I suggest that when 
we must have come to page two, then we 
can agree to add or subtract any amount 
there. 

Head 450 - (AGRICULTURE (CROPS) 
- Ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Head 451 - 456a- Ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 

Head 457 - 463 -Ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 

Head 464 - 467 - Ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. . 

Head 468- (LEG ISLA TURER)-

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr 
Chai rman . We have · twenty four 
constituency offices and to actually actualize 
the efficacy of these offices, we may request 
that additional twelve million Naira be put 
in, so that even if it means each office 
having a minimL:!n ofN5M, it can still go a 
long way. So I am suggesting that Nl2M be 
put in to now read N43M Thank you. 

The Chaii·man: You have to move it as 
a Motion so that someone can second it. 

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr 
Chairman. May I move that additional 
twelve million Naira be put under sub-head 
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468 to eqable hon. Colleagues put into effect 
and functional, their existing constituency 
offices to now read N43M instead of NJJM 
Thank you. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Chairman, I 
second the Motion as moved accordingly. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 468 - (LEGISLATURE) - as · 
amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

TITLE- as amended, agreed to. 

DATE OF COMMENCEMHNT: 2/ 11/04 

ENACTMENT- agreed to 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I move that the· Supplementary 
Appropriation Law 2004, as amended be 
now read the Third time. 

Bill accordingly read the Third time and 
passed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Supplementary Appropriation Bill 2004 
as amended has now been read the Third 
time. I wish to express my ha;>piness to all 
the hon. Members for their wisdom and most 
appropriate contributions and posittve 
p::1ssage of this Supplementary Appropriation 
Bill 2004. I also wish to express my 
appreciation to the Clerks-at-Table, and all 
other staff that contributed in no small way 
to the speedy passage of this Supplementary 
Appropriation Bill 2004 as amended. I 
continue to pray that the Almighty God will 
continue to bless you all. Thank you. 

.... 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meeting 

Mr Speaker: There will be a meeting of 
the House Committee on Environmental and 
Petroleum Resomces as follows:-

rei Date: 3 November, 2004, Time 12 noon 
prompt. 
Venue: Room 214 Enu gu State .House of 
Assembly Complex, Enugu. Signed by han. 
Johnny C. Obidinma, Chairman of the 
Committee. 

Discussion 

I humbly wish to requ est that on the 
rising of the House all the hon. Members 
should converge for brief discuss ion in my 
office (Room 1 I 2) . Thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker Sir, may I move 
th at th is honourable House do now adjourn 
till Thursday, 4th November, 2004 at l 0 a.m . 
Thank you, Sir. 
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Depu.ty Leader(Mr Anikvjie) : Thank you 
Mr Speaker Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion for adjournment as moved by the 
Leader. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn ti ll Thursday, 4th November, 2004, 
at 10 a.m . 

Adj ourned accordingly at ,' 2.12 p.m. 
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1996 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 16'" November, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, we 
have before us our Votes and Proceedings, 
No. 36 I have gone through them and found 
th.em to be correct, however, I wish to 
formally call for your comments. Thank you. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): I have equally 
gone through our Votes Proceedings and 
found them to be correct. I therefore move 
for their adoption . 

Leader (Mr Anichuk:wu): I have risen to 
second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings accordil1gly 
adopted. 
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MESS~GE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY, 
THE EXECUTIVE GOVERNOR OF 
ENUGU STATE, DR C. NNAMANI 

Office of the Secretary to the State 
Government 

Telephone: 042-454357 

. Government House, 
Abitja Building, 
Enugu. 

November 8,2004 

Our Ref ENS/SSGIM26/II/555 

The Honourable Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Independence Layout, 
Enugu. 

Sir, 

RE: COMMISSIONER DESIGNATE 

May I send the following nm:nes who have 
been appointed Commissioners designates by 
His. Excellency, ·Dr Chimaroke Nnamani, 
Governor of Enugu State for your 
considerdtion and approval, please. 

I . Mr Ossy Ugwuoti 
2. Barr. Peter Mbah 

Accept Sir, the assurances of His 
Excellency's regard and esteem for the 
Honourable House. 

Dr Dan Shere 
Secretary to the State Government 

Leader: May I move that the Message 
from His Excel lency the Executive Governor 

I 
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of En ugu State be accepted for immediate 
consideration by this House. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I): I have risen 
to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Leade1·: May [ move that this l-Iouse do 
reso lve itse lf into a Comm ittee of the Whole 
House for the screening of the 
Comm issioners-Designate as st1bmitted by 
the Govern or ofEnugu State. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): I :·ise to 
second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Interview of Comn1issioners-Designate­
CONSIDERED IN THE COMMITTEE 

OF THE WHOLE HOUSE 

The Chairman: Honourab le Colleagues, 
now that we arc in the Com mittee of the 
Whole House, we can go straight to item 4 in 
the Order Paper, that is, the interview of the 
Commiss ioners Designate, startii-lg with Mr 
Ossy U gwuoti. As they come in, you ask 
them questions . They are a[ I in Government. 
Let us ask them questions as tbey come. The 
Sergeant-at-Arms should call in Mr Ossy 
Ugwuot i to the Chamber. 

Thereupon Mr Ugvvuoti was ushered into 
the Chamber ·· 

The Chamber: Honourable Colleagues, 
before you is Mr Ossy Ugwuoti who was 
recently appointed by His Excellency for 
Commissionership in Enugu State. Today, he 
is before this honourable House for screening 
and possible confirmation. 
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Mr ly.I. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): 1 have 
only one question for the Commissioner 
Designate. You are Public Relations Officer; 
since you are an image maker, you are aware 
of a political class called Ebeano, what ways 
have you used to promote the 8beano family 
as an image maker. 

Mr Ossy Ugwuoti (Commissioner 
Designate) : Mr Chairman, Sir, bon. Members 
of the Enugu State House of Assembly, 
before now I was the Chief Public Relations 
Officer (PRO) of the Enugu State University 
of Science and Technology (ESUT), Enugu. 
During my period in Enugu State University 
of Science and Technology as the PRO, I 
carried out a system with the Chairman of the 
House Committee on Education of this 
honourable House of Assembly, whereby 
Members of this honourable House would 
collate their student candidates for admission 
through the bon. Chairman of "the House 
Committee on Educatioi1, for presentation to 
the Vice-Chancel lor for admiss ion. J was the 
person who made that possible, and I think 
with that at least J have been ab le to 
contribute my own quota , towards the 
advancement of 'Ebe-Ano' axis. That is in 
Qddition to other personalitie:, a.nd politicians 
in the State. Thank yo u very much. 

Mr J.U. Onoh (Enugu North) : Mr 
Chairman, Sir, my question to Mr Ugwuoti is, 
considering his professional endeavour, what 
can he tell th is House about the independence 
of the media houses in the country and what 
wou ld have been his co11tribution or what 
would now be his contribution to improve 
then ineffective media network in the 
country. 

Mr Ugwuoti: Mr Chairman, Sir, vve are in 
a developing economy, and in a develop in g 
economy developmental journalism should be 
our aim . But there is a conflict between that 

~4-, ·- - - ------
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concept of developmental journalism and the 
survival instinct of the media houses, and 
that is economic motive. The desire to 
survive and the concept of developmental 

· journalism are in conflict. That is one area I 
have always spoken at; that the media houses 
in a bid to survive have tried to relegate 
developmental aspect of the journalism 
practice to the background, and so what one 
finds in most Nigerian Newspapers and 
media houses are usually informed by what 
wi II faci I itate the circulation of such a 
Newspaper~ This is a very clear problem and 
if one looks at the issue very critically, there 
is just nothing one can do to blame the media 
houses, because they have to survive, and to 
give Government subventions to most of 
these media houses is now a 'j)1'oblem. Thank 
you. 

· Mr C.O. Enebe (AwgL) North): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, Mr Ugwuoti I have few 
questions for you. During the time you were 
in Enugu State University of Science and 
Technology, you were a full- time staff and 
you are going to draw pension there. Now 
that you are in the political angle, how are 
going to marry the two, have you resigned 
your appointment there, or are you on 
secondment? 

Mr Ugwuoti: Mr Chairman, Sir, I think 
primarily, my being a Commissioner is 
essentially to serve the State in a higher 
capacity and the usual thing is that when one 
is given such a position he asks for leave of 
absence to enable him serve hi s State at a 
higher leve l. After he must have served at a 
higher level satisfactorily, he has in mind that 
he still has a place to go back. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Ugwuoti, what you have 
told us is what it is supposed to be. We are 
talking about yourself. Are you going to 
place yourself on secondment or what, so 
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that you '?'ill not have any problem when you 
go back to ESUT after you have served out as 
a Commissioner? 

Mr Ugwuoti: Mr Chairman, Sir, I will be 
a Commissioner who has applied for leave of 
absence from Enugu State University of 
Science and Technology. 

Mr F.E. Amu. (Nsukka East): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, the Commissio1iei·-Designate 
has answered most of the questions 
intelligently and constructively. ln view of 
that, Mr Chairman, I move that he takes a 
bow and leaves the Chamber. 

Mr Onoh: Mr ·Chairman, Sir, I rise to 
second that Motion as moved by the hon. 
Member for Nsukka East (Mr Amu). 

Question put and agreed to: 

Mr Ugwuoti, Commissioner designate, 
accordingly took a bow and left the 
Chambers while Barr. Mbah was ushered in. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
Barrister Peter Mbah was appointed as a 
Commissioner and today, 16'11 clay of 
November, 2004 he is here for an interview 
and possibfe confirmation of his appointment 
as a Commissioner of Enugu State 
Government. Right now he is in the Chamber 
to ente1tain your questions. Thank you very 
much . 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): Mr 
Chairman, Sir. I have one question that 
requires two answers. As the former Chief of 
Staff, you were like a pendulum swinging 
between the people and the Government. If 
you are writing your biography as the former 
Chief of Staff what would you include as 
your most impressive moments and which are 
the things the public experiences you will 
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Mr Chairman, may I move that the 
gentleman, Mr Mbah, standing before us 
takes a bow and leaves the House. Thank 

·you. 

Mr G.O. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South II): 
Mr Chairman, may I second the Motion as 
moved by the Hon. Member for Enugu North 
(Mr Onoh) . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Mbah accordingly took a bow and left 
the Chamber. 

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, the 
Interview has been conducted. At this 
juncture, I a1i1 expecting your comments and 
response on these two gentlemen. 

Mr J.C. Obidinma (Oji River): Thank 
you Mr Speaker, as a member of this great 
Pari iament, I am of the view that they passed 
this Interview on the following:-

(i) They have the intellectual ability 
to give to Enugu State; 

(ii) They have the intellectual 
communications; 

(iii) They are also willing to serve as 
Commissioners in this State. 

May I on this note ask the House to clear 
their appointments. Thank you, Sir. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I believe that 
Barr. Peter Mbah is very respectful and had 
answered all the questions from the hon. 
Members. In addition, he has maintained 
good relationship with Members of this 
Parliament. When he was the Chief of Staff 
to the Governor, he was pa1i and parcel of 
this administration. J request that tJ1is 
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honourab 1!=! House do confirm his 
appointment as a Commissioner in Enugu 
State Government. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Mr Ossy Ugwuoti as if 
he knew that he will one day appear before 
this Parliament endeavoured to maintain good 
records while at the Enugu State University 
of Science and Technology (ESUT). He also 
maintained good relat_ions with the Assembly 
by giving them all the respect, and he was 
humble. Not only that he contributed 
immensely in streamlining the relationship 
between the ESUT Community and 
government of Enugu . State. So, to my mind, 
Mr Speaker Sir, I believe that this honourable 
House do accept the nominations by the 
Executive by confirming their appointments 
as Commissioners in Enugu State 
Government. Thank you . 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I request that their names be 
confirmed for appointment as 
Commissioners . If not for anything else, 
because of their youthful age. They still have 
what it takes to serve the state at the highest 
level. I believe that with their academic 
background and having served at various 
capacities before this appointment, they are in 
tune with the policies and programmes of this 
government. They are no new comers in the 
internal affairs of this government. If we 
confirm them, we will only be doing justice 
to the requests and more so they are willing 
and capable of delivering at their duty posts 
when they are eventually posted. I, therefore 
move that their appointments be confirmed 
and that the Question be now put. Thank you, 
Sir. 

Question, That the Question be now put, 
put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 
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Resolved: That the follow in g: -

(1) Mr Ossy Ugwuoti 
(2) Barr. Peter Mbah 

Today, 16th November, 2004 be 
confirmed by the Enugu State Hou se of 
Assembly as Commissioners in Enugu State 
Government. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Appreciation 

Mr Speal<er: This letter is from the Clerk 
of the House to all the bon . Men,bers artd 
staff of Enugu State House of Assembly. 
Letter of appreciation. On behalf of the 
entire Udeh 's family I write to express to you 
all our profound gratitude for the honour 
done to us by your highly esteemed presence 
during the burial of our Father-in-Law at 
Nara, on Friday 5111 November, 2004. We 
pray that the A lmighty God TY'rl'ards your 
efforts abLmdantly. Warmest regards. 

Udeh, Herbert E. 
Perm. Sec I Clerk of the Hou1·e 

Discussion 

Mr Speal<er: Honourable Colle<tgues; on 
Friday, 19th November, 2004, o'il e of us hon . 
Barr E. Odo, will be buryin g hi s late father. 
ln v iew of this development, we shall retire 
to my office on the rising of the House to 
discuss on one or two issues. 

Summit 

Please, the House w ill sit on Thursday 
18th November, 2004 because we have 
Houses of Assembly summit at Port Harcourt 
on Tuesday 23'tl November, 2004 next week. 

So T uesd ay, next week to Th ursday, we might 
not be able to sit. This means that Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday next week the 
House will not sit. The Summit demands that 
Enugu State House of Assem bly should send 
10 hon . Members. I have aii·ead~,' req uested 
the Deputy Speai<er to give me 3 i'lames frOm 
his zone, Leader to give me 3 names f rom his 
zone . I need 9 names from the E nugu State 
House of Assemb ly . I .d o not know how best 
you can nominate these names . 1 w ill then 
send the I~ J.mes to them info rming them that 
these are hon. Members from the E nugu State 
House of Assembly. 

An hon. Member: Does that in c lude the 
bon. Speaker or w hat? 

Mr Speaker: Yes! 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move that 
this honourable House do now adjourn till 
Thursday 18th November, 2004 at 10 a .m. 
Thank you Sir. 

Deputy Spcal<er (Mr A tigwe) : Thank 
you, Mr Speaker Sir. I beg to second the 
Motion for adjournment as moved by the 
Le&der. 

Question put and agreed to . 

Resolved: T hat the House do now adjourn 
till T hursday, 18th November, 2004 at l 0 a.m . 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.07 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 18'" November, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDL"'GS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
before us are our Votes and Proceedings No. 
37 dated Tuesday, 16111 November 2004. I 
have gone through them and found them to 
be correct. however; I call for your 
comments . Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West) : I have 
equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of our last sitting and found 
them to be correct. On that note, I move a 
Motion that the Votes and Proceedings be 
adopted. Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): I have 
ri sen to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 16'" 
November, 2004 according~)! adopted. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Visitors 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, if 
you look at the Gallery you wi ll see some 
leaders of tomorrow. They are students of a 
government approved school here in Enugu . 
They requested formally to come and watch 

our pro~eedings today. r asked them to 
come. As you can see, today \Ne do not have 
much. Any other day we have serious 
debate, they can come. So I sincerely 
welcome them to the main Chamber of 
Enugu State Hoi.1se of Assembly. 

Happiness 

I also wish to express my happiness and 
appreciation for a well deserved victory this 
morning by the court for upholding the 
election of Dr Cl1imaroke Nnamani as the 
Governor ofEnugu State. 

Summit 

Again, the Summit of State Legislatures 
will take place in Port-Harcourt. Those of us 
that will be attending should 111ake available 
their names to me for transmission to Port 
Harcourt. Those· from Enugu West 
Senatorial Zone should summit their names 
to me. Also we will meet in my office on the 
rising of the House. Thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move 
that this honourable House do now adjourn 
till Tuesday 23'ci November, 2004, 1 Oa.m. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East) : I rise to 
second the Motion . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House do 
now adjourn till Tuesday, 23'd November, 
2004 at 1 Oa.m . 

Adjourned accordingly at 11.3 7 a.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, l 17 November, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, we have our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 35, dated Tuesday, 2nd 

November, 2004 . I have gone through 
them and found them to be correct, 
however, I call for your comments . 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
our last sitting and to the best of my 
lmowledge, it is a true reflection of what 
happened that day. Therefore, I move for 
the adoption of the Votes and 
Proceedings. 

Mrs E. Nnamani (Isiuzo): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to . second the 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member 
for Udi South (Mrs Eneh), for the 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings ofTuesday, 
217

d November 2004 accordingly 
adopted. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Committee Meeting 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee 
on Local Government will meet on 
Monday, 8 th November 2004 by 11 .00 
a.m. at Room 110, the Chairman's 
Office. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukvvu) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I move that this honourable 
House do now adjourn till Tuesday, the 
9u1 day of November 2004 by 10 a.m. 
Thank you. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzouwani): Mr 
Speaker, my respected Colleagues of 
Enugu State House of Ass~mbly, in 
seconding the Motion for adjourm11ent as 
moved by the Leader of this great 
parliament, I sincerely want to bring to 
the notice of my distinguishe.d Members, 
the sudden death of our Colleague in 
Ebonyi State, Honourable Engr. B. 
Obasi . 

I sincerely wish to sympathise with 
the government and peopJe of Ebonyi 
State, more especially our Colleagues in 
that State. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House. do now 
1 adjourn till Tuesday, 9th November, 2004 

at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at I p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
rd Thursday, 23 Noventher, 2004 

The House mer or I 0 um. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair ) 

APPROVA L OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speake1·: Honour;1ble Co lleagues, 
before us are our Votes and J>mceedings No. 
38. Tlw :·sday. 18th Novem b ~· r. 2004. I have 
gone through them: and fl llllld them to be 
correct. However. I ca ll fo r \'Our co mm ents. 

Leader (Mr Anichuklvu). Thank yo u, Mr 
Speaker. I have eq ually g\1ne through the 
Votes and Pmceedings ol Thursday 18th 
November. 2004 and fo ullCI them to be 
correct. I the refo:·e move fo: · thei r adoption . 

Mr F. Onah (Ns ukka West): Mr 
Speaker. I have ri se n. to second th e Mot ion 
moved by the Leader (J\ fr A nichuklvu). 
Thank yo u. 

Question pur und agreed ro. 

flu fl!.\ Olld Proceedin~s u/ Thursdu v 18'" 
L . 

Non'ut her 200./ uccordingli udopted 

J\ ~OTION ON MATTER OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

Immediate Rehabilitation of the Ninth­
!Vl ile-Nsukka (Opi) Obollo-Afo1· Road 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgboeze No:1h 1): Mr 
Sp aker. may I seek the leave of the 
ho: ourab le House in line with Rul e No . 25 
to enable me present a Matter of Urgent 
Pu ..., lic Importance . 

Deputy Leade1· (Mr Anikwe) .· Thank 
yo t, Mr Speaker, I have ri sen to seco nd the 
Me tion as moved by the hon. Member for 
lgt )eze North I (Mr Onyeze) . 

Question pur unci ogreed to. 

VIr M. Onyeze (lgboeze No rth 1): Mr 
Spt' aker, may I move a Motion stand ing in 
my name: That t his honou rable House 
cor·veys a Reso luti on to the Federal Road 
Ma 111tenu nce Agency (FERMA). urgi ng the 
Mi .: iste r to com mence immediate 
rel. -tbilitalion of the N inth-Mile-Nsukka 
(O J i) Obo llo A for Road . 

.)eputy Leader (Mr Anikl-Fe) · Mr 
Spt aker, I have eq ually risen to seco nd the 
Mo ion as moved by the hon. Member for 
Igb Jeze North I (Mr Ony eze) . 

\1 r M. Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
N i;• th-M i le-Ns ukka (Op i) Obo ll o A for Road 
is • Federa l Hi ghway whi ch spa ns about 
s ix· y-five kilometers . The road has grown to 
be ery important for the fo llowing reasons: 
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the road daily for administrative 
· matters in the State Capital, 
economic transactions with 
outside world, and or other social 
engagements. 

The University of Nigeria 
Nsukka (UNN ) has the main 
campus at Nsukka while the 
second campus and the 
University Teaching Hospital are 
both located at Enugu. 
Thousands of both the Staff and 
students of the University are 
compelled by circumstances to 
ply the road daily. Moreover, the 
first autonomous University in 
the country has been playing host 
to very important dignitaries 
both from within and outside the 
country who are also compelled 
to pass through the Ninth -Mile 
Nsukka (Opi) - Obollo-Afor 
Road . 

The Ninth -Mile-Nsukka (Opi) 
Obollo-Afor Road is also a very 
busy commercial road which 
serves traders and administrators 
from . both the Southern and 
Northern States of the country. 
As a matter of fact, more than 
80% of the ent ire people from 
the South Eastem Zone of the 
country who travel to the Federal 

. Capital Territory Abuja pass 
through the ro<1d. There is no 
other Federal Road in the entire 
South East Zone that serves as 
many states and the people as the 
N inth-Mile-Nsukka/Opi-Obollo­
Afor Road. In the same vein, 
thousands of traders and 
government officials from the 

Federal Capital and other 
Northern States use the road as a 
gateway to the Southern States. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is pertinent that 
despite the strategic nature of the Ninth­
Mile-Nsukka!Opi-Obollo-Afor Road, the 
road is gradually turning into a death trap 
d·,e to its deplorable condition. It has gone 
sc~ bad that one can hardly cover any two 
k; •ometers on the road without experiencing 
a dangerous pothole. The result is that 
a( cidents occur daily on the road which are 
caused by meandering vehicles which 
u1 avoidably get on head-on collusion with 
ec:. :h other. At other times vehicles on speed · 
SL ·.1mersault on their own after hitting the 
p0choles. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if nothing urgent is done 
on the road , there is no doubt that with the 
Ch-istmas season fast approaching, there 
wi :l be multiple accidents and many 
cas~1alties on the road as the traffic wi II 
de+initely be very heavy because of the 
m; nber of vehicles traveling between the 
Nc rthern and Southern States of the country. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it will be very unfair to 
co ·Ciude this Motion without recounting and 
ap; ·reciating the tireless efforts of the 
Fe. 1eral Minister of Works Senator Adeseye 
Og .mlewe and the Federal Road · 
Ma ;.1tenance Agency (FERMA) in Road 
Re .1 abi I itation throughout the country . 

We were all very familiar with the gullies 
alo 1g the Benin-Lagos Road especially at 
Ore, Ondo State and the neighbouring towns, 
the dangerous Lokoja-Abuja potholes and 
the deplorable condition of the Enugu­
Abakaliki Road to mention but a few Federal 
Hif 1ways that have had a facelift following 
the dogged determination of the Federal 
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Minister of Works a11d the Federal Road 
Maintenance Agency (FERMA): The efforts 
of the Minister can be counted on the 
number of lives saved from avoidable 
accidents, man hours saved as it now takes 
less time and less energy to go through the 
roads . The improvement on our roads also 
affects the I ife span of our vehicles and by 
extension huge savings _for all transpo11 
owners and users. Mr Speaker, Sir, with all 
th ese benefits, I feel th e hon. Federal 
Minister of Works, Distinguished Senator 
Adeseye Ogunlewe, and the Federal Road 
Maintenance Agency (FERMA) deserve the 
commendation and gratitude of a II well 
meaning Nigerians including the hon. 
Members of this great Parliament. 

Prayet·s: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in the light of the 
foregoing exposition , may I therefore make 
the following prayers that rightly emanate 
from the dual objectives of this Motion: 

(i) · That this honourable House 
urges the Federal Ministry of 
Works and the Federal Road 
Maintenance Agency (FERMA) 
to embark on immediate 
Rehabilitation of the Ninth -Mile­
Nsukka/Opi-Obollo-Afor Road 
spanning about sixty-five 
kilometers because of the 
strategic role of the road in the 
economic, social and political 
li ves of the people of the South 
East Zone, and the entire nation. 

( ii ) That this honourable House urge 
the Federal Min is try of works to 
consider urgently the dualization 

· of the N inth-M i le-Nsukka I Opi-
Oboll o Afor Road as a 

(iii ) 

permanent solution to the heavy 
traffic on the road . 

That this honourable House 
resolves to send a commendation · 
message to the hon. Federal 
Minister of Works, Senator 
Adeseye Ogunlewe and the 
Federal Road Maintenance 
Agency (FERMA) for their 
tireless efforts in the 
Rehabilitation of the Federal 
Highways in the country. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, 1 ha\e risen to contribute to this 
all-important Motion of urgent Public 
in' i)ortance. If we had listened carefully thi s 
morning over our radio, we come to 
appreciate the statement from the Minister of 
Works, Pro. Ogunlewe, when the Budget 
Defence 2005 was before the National . 
Assembly; he suggested clearly that the 
Federal Roads Maintenance wiil now be 
grouped under zones, that is, the six 
geographical zones ofthe Federation . 

The point he made which was very much 
ac~.- epted was for the fact that this morning 
the money meant for these Federal Roads 
Maintenance could evenly and equally be 
distributed to these six geographical zones, 
instead of congesting most of its jobs to a 
pa. ticular zone . Mr Speaker, you will recall 
that in actual sense, if you watch out the 
nu .nber of the Federal Roads that will be 
rehabi I ita ted , the South-East in pa1iicular has 
a very low percentage of these roads that are 
already being rehabilitated or being 
maintained. The greater percentage of the 
Roads, you will recall, can only be seen 
either in the West or in the North. And then 
the major link-road between the South and 
particularly the South-East and South-South 
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and other parts of the country is this all ­
important Ninth-Mile-Nsukka/Opi Obollo­
Afor Road. The essence of our being here is 
to be alive to our responsibilities especially 
this new time . 

Mr Speaker, the Motion is primarily 
seeking this House to convey a resolution to 
the Federal Minister that in the South-East 
entirely, the only major link road between 
South-East and the North and even the 
South-East and South-South is the Ninth­
Mile-Nsukka/Opi Obollo-Afor Road. 
Nobody wi II come to say no to the issue as 
that major road has gone very far in terms of 
deterioration. You cannot move even a 
kilometer without dodging a big pothole on 
the road. All of us witnessed · it last time 
when we accompanied His Excellency to 
Abuja. I will recall that most of us have 
vowed even not try to go with their vehicles 
any more on that particular road because of 
the nature of the road: the economic 
wastage, and other things associated with it. 
The li fe span of the vehicles and the 
finances for maintenance will even be 
worsened by that particular road . 

The Motion , like I said initially is 
primarily asking this honourable House to 
now convey the urgent need to rehabilitate 
the road. It is a matter of urgent public 
importance because our people will soon 
move down for Christmas Celebrations and 
after moving clown they wi II also move up 
after the occasion. The Ninth-Mile­
Nsukka/Opi -Nsukka Road has been a very 
busy road; a lot of traffics including the 
heavy lorries ply there. The most important 
thing actually is the dual purpose of the 
Mot ion as concerns the clua lization of the 
road. You will recall, Mr Speaker, that there 
have been clarion calls by this honourable 
House for the dualization of that particular 

road. There was a time one of us came up 
with a Motion on the need for the dual ization 
of this particular road. I believe that the 
dual ization of this particu Jar road is the only 
panacea to the. permanent damage already 
done on the road because it wi II give another 
life not only to the road but to the 
inhabitants. You will recall that within six 
m.)nths in the life-span of Enugu State 
Government the Government was able to 
tn nsform the powdered road of Opi into a 
be :ter road today. And then now we are 
taking of Ninth-Mile-Nsukka/Opi Obollo­
A;or Road . 

That is why we bracketed Opi, because 
we have to mention Obollo-Afor. It is not 
pcwvdered but it is being destroyed by 
deepened gullies, etc. 

Mr Speaker, we may not say that the 
Motion is calling for immediate 
con1mendation,. but we believe actually that 
whatever is good is equally worthy to be 
appreciated . 

The Federal Minister has done a good 
wo:k; he initiated the abolition of what they 
cal.ed the Toll -Gate and every other thing; 
an( he was able to d iveti funds to road 
ma ntenance. If one goes to Lagos today, . 
nol ody will tell one that Federal Road 
Me intenance Agency (FERMA) is in 
operation . We want to feel it. The only little 
efL ,rt one can say is this little work on the 
On !tsha-Enugu Express way they are trying 
to patch; but if one goes Abakaliki express 
way now, a lot of work is being done there. 

lt will be a negation of importance if all 
these sideway roads are being constructed, 
leaving the central road behind, and that 
cenrral road is the 9111 Mile-Opi-Nsukka-
Ob( ·llo-Afor Road. . 
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Mr Speaker, it is on thi s note that I call 
on our hon. Co lleagues to give this Motion 
due passage because it wi II go a long way to 
checkmatii1g a lot of hardsh ip and accident 
that may face our people this Christmas 
period. I believe that with the attent ion of 
the Minister being drawn, he (the Minister) 
as I know him, wi II come and arrest the 
situation and the good people of Enugu State 
will be saved the embarrassment of los ing 
their li ves and property. Mt· Speaker, I beg 
to rest my case. Thank yo u. 

Mr C.O. Enebe- (A vvgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have ·risen to contribute to this 
important Motion . When I was listening to 
the Sponsors of the l'i lot ion , I was 
considering whether thi s matter should 
really be of urgent public impot1ance 
considering the nature of what we are 
addressing in this matter. 

I am awa re that if this f\tlot ion had gone 
through . probably, the Committee appraisal, 
there wo uld have been need to incorporate 
all th e Federal roads in Enugu so that we do 
not pass Motion on roads one after the other. 
Moreover. nobody is sure th at before the end 
of Chr istmas that the people will attend to 
the road co nsidering the time-limit and the 
rate of the movement of equipment to that 
place. But be that as it may. and for the fact 
that thi s road is in Enugu , and I feel that we 
need thi s road , we are constrained to suppot1 
this Motion so that after that we will be able 
to call up other roads . 

Mr Speaker, I wou ld not waste our time 
going into the importance uf Opi, Nsukka­
Obollo-Afor road because the Sponsors and 
others have really talked a lot about the 
importance of this road . All l want to say is 
that there is the need to see how we can ask 

them to incorporate this road in the next . 
year's budget. We have seen that it is not in 
the budget; so to dualize it may not be 
possible; but to maintain it may be possible 
because the Federal Road Maintenance 
Agency (FERMA) .has their own budget. 
That is one. 

Secondly, Federal Road Maintenance 
Agency is a ·subsidiary of the Federal 
Ministry of Works. So by the time we ask 
the Federal Ministry of Works and Federal 
Roi'l.d Maintenance Agency at the same level , 
it would appear as if we are giving them the 
same level of importance. What I think we 
should do in prayer one is to urge the 
Federal Ministry of Works to direct 
FERMA, because FERMA is under them, to 
coP·te and do this road within this Christmas 
period. If we are able to capture the work 
betore the Christmas they will know that 
really we want the j ob done very soon. 

I want to urge my Colleagues to support 
thi ~ Motion. We do not need to over-l abour 
ourselves. We have to pass the Motion so 
tha~· at the end .of the day, the road will be 
motorable. Thank yo u very much. 

Mr Speaker: Honourab le Colleagues, 
there are some vital issues raised by the hon. 
Member for Awgu No1ih (Mr Enebe) now. 
One, is that he sa id that we should be 
spe ,~ ific in the sense that we should urge the 
Federa l Ministry of Works to direct Federal 
Road Maintenance Agency (FERMA) to · 
handle the road befo re Christmas. I believe 
tha• the purpose of this Motion, apart from 
the dualization of the road , is to ensure that 
there is a smooth drive on the road within 
this Christmas period. So, I believe that we 
should find a way of incorporating that 
rea~on into this prayer one. 
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Mt· Enebe: My Speaker. I think, I should 
propose that prayer one should read as 
follows: Thar this honourahle House urges 
the Federal Mii1istry of /Vorks to direct 
FER/viA to embark on rhe immediate 
rehabilitation of the 9'" /v!ile-Opi-Nsukka­
Obollo Afar Road before the Christmas. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo). Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I stan d to second that Motion, and I equally 
pray th at the prayer as moved by the hon . 
Member for Awgu North be made to reflect 
in prayer three. Thank you. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker. Sir, I think the 
sentiment that FERMA is a ll owed to share 
in prayer three can help us in achieving our 
objective because the Minister directs 
human beings who are in FERMA; it is a 
Parastatal recognized _in the Ministry. There 
is noth ing wrong in apprec iat ing their good 
works . So, it does not affect the statu s of the 
Ministry if its parastatal is also remembered 
or app reciated because these are the people 
living here with us who will move there to 
exp lain. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, I 
think the hon. Member for lgboeze Notih I 
(Mr Onyeze) is correct. 

Chief Whip : Mr Speaker, Sir, l do not 
think that the hon. Member for Igboeze 
No rth I is entirely correct . We can recast it 
in thi s way: Thar rhe honourable House 
resolved to send a commendation Message 
to the hrm. Federal Minisrer of Works Mr 
Adesenya Ogunleye ·through the Federal 
Road !11aintenance Agency. because these 
people are Agents of the Mi ni ster of Works, 
like the hon . Member for Awgu No rth (Mr 
Enebe) pointed out . Even though we 
apprec iate the same thing, as we wanted , it 
does not speak right in an establishment. 

Mr Speaker: Is there anything wrong if 
your Constituency, that is your people, want 
to appreciated the effoti of the Governor? 
And may be, they consider it in two ways. 
For instance, the Commissioner for Works. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): They are not the 
same. 

Mr Speaker: No! No! They are not 
different! If you say it is a way they want it, 
fi · ,e. But I believe that what is here is 
cc rrect. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) : Thank 
ycJLt, Mr Speaker. I am in suppoti of the 
M ~·tion. I have to remind the Federal 
Mi. nister of Works that he said two days ago 
tlldt people of the South East will start to 
enjoy good road network. He should act 
according to his words. With this , Mr 
Speaker, I pray that the Question be put. 

Question, That Question be p~tt, put and 
agreed to. 
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Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 

I. Tha~ this honourable House urges 
the Federal Ministry of Works to 
direct · the Federal Road 
Maintenance Agency (FERMA) 
to embark on immediate 
rehabilitation of the Ninth-Mile­
Nsukka-Opi Obollo-Afor road 
spann mg 
kilometers 

about sixty-five 
because of the 

strategic role of the road in the 
economic, social and political 
lives of the people of the South 
East Zone, and the entire nation. 
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T hat thi s honourable House 
mges the Federal Ministry of 
\1-,l orks to cons ider urgent ly the 
dwli izati on u f the Ni nth-Mi le 
Ns u k kt~ -O pi 1·oad as a· pe m1<111ent 
su luti on to the hea,·y traffic on 
the road'. 

T hat this hono'urable House 'do 
send a com nH~ncla ti.on message to 
the hem. Fede(·a J Mi ni ster ·of 
Works (Senulur Adeseye 
Oguulewe; and the Federal Road 
Mai ntem111 ce Ag~ncy. ( PSRM A). 
fo r th eir. tire les.s ,. efforts in ·the . 

rehab ili tation i.~ r the Feckral 
highw<iys. in the cci untry . 

ANN'Ol} NCE!\) ENT 

. . . R.e!11inder 

l\lr Sp .. :itkei:: l · l o i lL~ lll :8bk (ol l eRgu e ~ . let 

.. li S nut rurg~t t-he -burial of" cl lll·-- Co ll eagtle's ., ~ . . 
lRte brother . rhon Denn is ·A.gbo .'s !we 
hrutiwr1 w hich cu mes . up on Fri d-ay, 26th 
N Ll\ t:III LH:: r. 2004 . Please take note. 

ADJOURNMENT 

• Leader (J\'i/r ·A;Iidntkw;tl. fV!r .S peak~ r. 
mh\ I 11 o'" iiwve th:at th is. h o l h)~lr~ibl e House 

~·;.- cl o";nD\\ adjot;nnii(Tuesda v 25th. November 
. ·.: 2004. at I 0 ·1;1 :-i:T'I·. ' • ·•• , . . 
~-t 

'''C hief Whip : .- fVJI . Speaker, whi le 
· . ~~~S.lll,li1 1 ~ l flt:' M ut [un. for ad_fqu r·nment. I 
. , i ·~ ~i, lc> t!i:IHk:t! J. d'l>: hi.l Ll. ~-l'cnlbers ~u)d the 

•.• ~ ··. li't!l ,q t l1-!'- ·\s ~c l l !h l~' ti.i ;-'tLr.-:e~·ss; ·s tanctt the)·' 

~;~- e to 111t: d uri n:,!. the· bLir1~11 ol 1i1 y .t~1the1:. 
: May Gucl bless y ()u all: Tha11k you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 

T har thi s honourable Hou se do llU\~ 

ad 1ourn till Tuesday 25
111 

November. 2004. at 

101 .111. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.35 
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HOUSEOF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday. 25'" Novemher, 2004 

The House met at I 0 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(The Deputy Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

The Deputy Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, before the House is our 
Votes and Proceedings No. 39, of 

rd Tuesday 23 Novea1ber. 2004 . I have 
gone through them and found them to be 
correct. However, I need your 
comments. Thank you. 

Mr J.C. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
through our Votes and Proceedings of 

rei Tuesday 23 November. 2004 and I 
found them to be correct. I therefore 
move that the said Votes and 
Proceedings be adopted by this 
honourable House. Thank you, Sir. 

M1· M. Onyeze (lgboeze North II): 
Mr Speaker. Sir, may I second the 
Motion fo r the adoption oi' our last Votes 
and Proceedings as moved by the bon. 
Member for Oji River (Mr Obidinma). 

Question pur cmd agrel!d to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 
23rd November, 2004, accordingly 
adopted. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Appreciation 

The Deputy Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, there is no announcement. 
Ho_v.rever, I have to thank the House for 
the co-operation given to me today to 
preside over the sitting. I hope that such 
co-operation will continue. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
S1r, may I move that this honourable 
House do now adjourn till Friday, 3rd 
December, 2004, at 10 a.m. Thank you, 
Sir. 

Mr J.C. Obidinma (Oji River): 
· Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir, I have risen 

to second the Motion for adjournment to 
the. date and. time as moved by the 
Leader of the House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Friday 3rd December, 2004, 
at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 11. 1 1 a.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERJA 

Friday, 3rd November, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, before this honourable 
House, we have our Votes Proceedings 
No. 40 of Thursday 251

h November 
2004. I have gone through them and 
found them to be correct. However, I 
call for your comments. Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
through the Votes Proceedings No. 40 of 
2004. I found them to be correct and I 
therefore move for the adoption of the 
Votes Proceedings. 

Leader (Mr Anichulcvvu): Thank you 
Mr Speaker. I have risen to second the 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member 
for Igbo-Eze North I (Mr Onyeze) . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 
25117 November 2004 accordingly 
adopted. 

A MESSAGE FROM HIS 
EXCELLENCY, THE EXECUTIVE 

GOVERNOR OF ENUGU STATE DR 
CHIMAROKE 0. NNAMANI 

Office of the Governor 
Enugu State of Nigeria 

Telephone : 042-450988, 451991 
Telefax: 453660 

Government House, 
Enugu 

2nd December, 2004 

Our Ref GHS/123/ VIII/105 

The Han. Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Enugu. 

Dear Sir, 

Re: appropriation bill 2005 

His Excellency, the Governor of Enugu 
State will formally present to the Enugu 
State House of Assembly, the year 2005 
Appropriation Bill for consideration on 
Monday, 61

h December, 2004 

Cnnsequently, I have been directed to 
request that you take necessary action to 
ensure the success of the event. 

In the meantime, please accept the 
assurances of His Excellency 's highest · 
regards and best wishes. 
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(Sgd) 
Dr. Dan Shere 
Secretary to the State Government 

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
May I move that the request from the 
Governor, His Excellency, the Governor 
of Enugu State be granted. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. I am standing to 
second the Motion as moved by the 
Majority Leader of the House (Mr 
Anichukwu) . 

Question put and agreed to. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Commendation 

Mr Speaker: I wish to formally 
commend the Clerk and of course, other 
staff of the Assembly for a job well 
done. Initially, we never knew that the 
Appropriation Bill would be coming up 
soon, but because of the kind of staff if 
you go round the Assembly complex, 
you will agree with me that the entire 
complex is wearing a new look. 

The grass has been cut and everything 
is moving on perfectly well. Of course, I 
cannot end this congratulation without 
mentioning the able Chairman of the 
House Committee on Works and 
Transport and of course, hon. Members, 
who have contributed in no small way to 
ensure a clean environment. I commend 
you and like I usually say, I wish that 
other Committees will be working in the 

way and manner the House Committee 
on Works and Transport is working. I am 
not saying it because he is here; I am 
saying it from my heart. I do hope that 
before Monday morning the remaining 
areas that are. supposed to be touched 
will be touched. Even if it entails 
working on Sunday, because on Monday, 
we are going to have the entire people of 
Enugu State here. I am sure that they will 
be very happy to discover that this 
complex which was built so many years 
ago has never received any single 
renovation, but this year, it is wearing a 
new look. It will still go down in history 
that the Governor is actually pefforming. 

The water in the fountains in front of 
this building have to be removed because 
it is very, dirty. We can get the water 
refilled before Monday. I hope we will 
call the drivers of water tankers to bring 
water to this place because at the 
moment that water is too dirty. We have 
to remove the water in order to make the 
whole place look very neat. 

I also wish to thank the hon. Members 
of this Enugu State House of Assembly, 
that is, those who traveled to Port- . 
Harcourt for the Summit of the States 
Legislators for the able way and manner 
they comported themselves during the 
exercise. I thank them very much and I 
do hope that some other time some of us 
that may probably go and represent us 
somewhere anytime, any day, will 
behave in the · same manner. Thank you 
very much for your comportment and 
your contributions. 
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Like we have just read the Message 
from His Excellency and we have given 
him the permission to come and present 
his 2005 Appropriation Bill, I am 
appealing that on Monday we will not 
only be here to receive the Appropriation 
Bill, but we will be here in good time, 
because his coming depends on when we 
are ready. If we are ready by 10 a.m. 
which is our usual sitting hour, he will 
be here by 1 0 a.m. Even though they are 
announcing 9.30 a.m. , I know that is to 
give the public the opportunity to come 
and get seated before His Excellency 
comes in. So, we have to be here quite 
on time. 

For your information, to demonstrate 
the fact or to prove beyond all 
reasonable doubt that the Assembly has 
been renovated under his administration, 
after the presentation of the 2005 
Appropriation Bill, I will . take His 
Excellency to all the Committee Rooms. 
So, I appeal that everybody should try to 
put his own place in order so that when 
he gets to that place he will appreciate 
the fact that the Chairman, House 
Committee on Works and Transport is 
actually doing his job. Thank you very 
much and God bless you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr 
Speaker, may I move that this 
honourable House do now adjourn till 
Monday 6rh December, 2004 at 10 a.m. 
Thank you. 

Dressing Code 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): I stand to 
second the Motion for adjournment as · 
moved by the Leader of this House, and 
in doing so, I wish to urge my 
Colleagues to take a look at our Order 
No~28 of the Standing Orders in respect 
of the dressing code. Once an hon. 
Me ber is in English wears he should 
avc-fd tying something on the head or 
we~ring cap. But in the case of 
tra~itional wears, one must dress 
pro rJerly by affixing one's cap or tying 
something on the head. so·, I want to say 
tha1 we are just allowing today as a 
penod of grace. As from Monday it 
should be observed strictly. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do now adjourn till Monday, 6r11 

December, 2004 at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12. 48 p. rn. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Monday, 6'" December, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 41 dated 3'd 
December, 2004 are before he House, I have 
gone through them and to the . best of my 
knowledge they are correct however, I call 
for your comments . 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Having carefully 
perused through our Votes and Proceedings 
of 3'ct December 2004, I hereby move that 
the Votes Proceedings be adopted. Thank 
you. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): I beg to 
second the Motion . 

Question put and agreed to. 

rd Vo tes and Proceedings of 3 December, 
2004 accordingly adopted. 

PRESENTATION OF YEAR 2005 
ENUGU STATE DRAFT ESTIMATE 
TO THE HOUSE BY HIS 
EXCELLENCY THE EXECUTIVE 
GOVERNOR OF ENUGU STATE DR. 
CHIMAROKE NNAMANI 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): May I 
move that this House do stand at ease to 

receive His Excellency' s Budget Speech for 
2005 . 

Thereupon the Governor of Enugu State, 
Dr Chimaroke Nnamani, entered the 
Chamber with his entourage. 

Year 2005 Budget Speech of the Enugu 
State Government Presented to the Enugu 
State House of Assembly by His Excellency 
Doctor Chimaroke Nnamani, Governor of 
Enugu State on Monday 6111 December, 2004 

Ml Speaker, 

Honourable Members of the State House of 
Assembly, Representatives of National and 
State Media organizations. Distinguished 
Ladies and Gentlemen. 

At the inception of the first phase of this 
administration, we were our own witnesses 
to the commitment at re-establishing the 
infrastructure base of the socio-economic 
and political environment as assigned to us 
in 1he mandate of the people ·of Enugu State, 
in 1999. 

Initially, we had worries about the possible 
impatience of our people to tap of the values 
of democracy as we sought to deliver to the 
per'ple. Such worries did not in any way · 
reveal in us any lack in the right kind of 
ideas to pursue that, which would enthrone a 
better society. Such actually propelled us to 
impatient pursuit of that, which were 
capable of revealing the supremacy of 
democracy to any form of social 
organization or governance. 

Bw as we were bent on leaving a lasting 
impression, we never pretended that we did 
not appreciate the enormity of the task of 
rebuilding a devastated or neglected state 
economy, especially such that has come of 
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the degradation and neglect. occasioning 
profound decay. as it were. in the years 
when due process was travestied 

But even as we knew this, and were keenly 
determined ro confront the onerous task 
ahead. vve made bold to tell our people, the 
people of Enugu State, that after we are 
through, it would never be the same again 
... and that is for good 

!f then the question is posed today whether 
the Enugu man or woman can thumb his 
chest and say that it has changed for good, 
would that hang as our having accomplished 
that which would make the State assume its 
stride and provide the environmental 
leverage for every citizen to banish the 
depreciating situation they found themselves 
prior 1999? 

Remember, in the beginning, we said that 
the power we sought was rhe power to do 
good. We insisted that the power we gained 
as the mandate of the people was a baton of 
trust. which must be held with the deserving 
delicacy of a sacred possession. We said 
that bearing in mind that elsevvhere. and in 
the past, the contract which was instituted 
by nature and which we hold supreme, even 
in our pretensions of affluence and might, 
stand to be fostered on the renewed interest 
of the larger number. 

It was on the strength of that believe that we 
urged our people to see their vote against 
the mandate given to us as having entered 
into a kind of contract with us. As they were 
bound and they did deliver on their promises 
of vote and mandate, we are compelled and 
propelled to give them something in return. 
We are constrained to see ourselves as mere 
servants of the people. The people, who in 
their vast experiences in life. with repeated 
betrayals and tt-eatment with disdain by 

erstwhile power wielders. decided to place 
so much trust in us .. . the trust lO preside 
over their affairs and over the resources of 
the people. 

Indeed. we are no pretenders· To whom 
much is given, much is expected in return. 

Today, we take a look at the long stretch of 
road we have tra veled and confirm that we 
hm'e diligently worked at delivering on our 
own part of the bargain. We believe. and it 
wc;s the case. that we were certainly 
reassured by our people that their 
confirmatory mandate in 2003 was not just 
another contract but one that called for 
greater action in the areas of social and 
structural re-engineering While we took the 
mandate as willfully given, we have not let 
any one doubt that we were prepared to go 
the whole hog of acting the f ull dimensions 
of leadership. 

This was the basis of my word to you on our 
second inauguration. That day, I remember 
referring you to Alexander Michael 
Hamilton, who ajjlrms ... mankind hasfaced 
problems, particularly in determining 
leadership because mankind has never really 
se t.~!ed the question of the unlmown and 
for those who have elected to take their f ate 
in :'heir hands, the job is already done when 
leudership matches the urge for action with 
boldness; when men and of course women. 
enter action with boldness and when 
committed enthusiasts are prepared to burn 
the bridge ... bearing in mind that focus is 
never established where there is 
procrastination. 

I had followed this seasonal admonition with 
tht firm declaration we know so well ... we 
dream dreams and dreams do not rise in he 
who is not thinking ... and f or a people who 
have so strenuously sought to be 
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appreciated. even in the cause of just being 
themselves, the ultimate challenge has been 
to project the destination from the base ... 

Mindyou, we have always made it clear that 
it is our burden to make the difference, 
again. for good. But while we make the 
difference, we are reminded of our words, 
again. in the charred lawns of the Okpara 
Square, that May 29 afternoon of 2003. That 
is to the tune that ... better days are ahead. 

As I stand before you, today, in this 
hallowed Chambers of the Enugu State 
House of Assembly, I feel humbled that I 
have called on you to once again peruse the 
State compass as we have designed to ride 
the storm of rising economy. 

Mr Speaker, we are about to confront 
another set of better days in the theatre of 
struggles with resources placed against the 
myriad development needs of our people. 

I stand before you today, to unce again, seek 
you permission to point in the direction our 
development strategies will take, barring 
insurmountable vicissitudes of life. I am 
here for the 2005 budget of the government 
and people of Enugu State (J/Nigeria. 

Permit me, Mr Speaker, to take you back on 
the sequence of our budgeting process since 
the year 1999 when true democracy was 
heralded by all of us. It is a sequence that 
has helped us to follow strictly designed 
development roadmaps on whose highways 
we seek our route into the craved height of 
growth and development. 

You will recall that we started in the year 
2000 with a Budget of Transformation, in 
which we pursued, with success, a re­
orientation of the minds of our people whose 

trust on leadership and development 
processes had deteriorated. 

Our subsequent 2001 Budget of Renewal, we 
can recall, provided the kick, which we 
sought to re-establish that the life of our 
people could still earn greater promises if a 
full rebirth for the infrastructure base of the 
State was achieved. 

The results of these efforts, as you know. 
were consolidated with the year 2002 Budget 
of Re-invigoration and Sustainability. 

By the successes of these, we have continued · 
to insist that we will leave no stone unturned 
if as we are determined, Enugu State will 
have to climb out of the old pit of decay and 
infrastructure neglect. Against that 
backdrop, we drove into our 2003 budget of 

· sustainability aimed at lifting such public 
services, which motivate all to actualize and 
be more meaningful partakers in the socio­
economic and political enterprises. 

Remember, we have never ceased from 
telling our people that democracy is about 
service; it is about people and it is ultimately 
about what gainful and propelling dividends 
made available to the people; without their 
having to beg for them, without their having 
to be humiliated in the process. 

So. as all we do is about building in or 
building on the heritage, we never acted to 
ignore the reality of what we do having to fit 
into the compelling needs of our people and 
their coming generations. That is to say that 
we do not in any way miss that fact of history 
that it is on that stead the true texture of this 
our State will be urged, even ajier our 
generations have been phased out. So, that 
Budget of sustainability enabled us to 
sustain the tempo of development of 
infrastructure facilities like roads. schools. 
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hospitals/health centers and electricity and 
potable water. 

Our 2004 Budget of integration, as you will 
recall was to launch us closer to our 
ultimate objective of reducing poverty 
through aggressive empovverment of the 
individuals to grow socio-economically and 
in exploitation of the accomplished 
infrastructure development. We have since 
elaborated on what we had to do to hook 
into the global development programme. 
That has taken the tone of our Poverty 
Reduction and Reform Strategies of which 
we hope to reac:h the millennium 
development goals of rolling poverty by year 
2015. 

As we conclude the implementation of the 
2004 Budget, we must look back, in 
retrospect, and declare that we have set the 
stage for poverty reduction, having 
commenced, in full, a sound infrastructure 
l{ase upon which diffused wealth creation 
and self-employment can be enacted for the 
greater number of our people. 

Such feat, as accomplished, leave us with 
the greater hunger for more, the drive to 
seek better conditions and the lure to take 
this social and economic environment to the 
summit of civilization. In other words, we 
still need to put more of such permanent 
structures that will ensure total reduction of 
poverty and leave a legacy for the 
generations on their way. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, having come this jar,· 
having acted for more, having lifted hope, 
having done our bit in reinventing the 
Enugu man (indigene, resident and 
sojourner), having created the enabling 
environment for man to place food on the 
table and having designed such environment 
for man's energy to be creatively channeled 

for the uplift of a socio-economic 
environment long abandoned, I stand before 
you to begin the word and figure definitions 
of the year 2005 budget. (Applause) 

It shall be called, as it will be driven, to be 
felt and appreciated as, a true Budget of 
Legacy. (Applause) · 

Review of Year 2004 Budget: 
In the now receding 2004, we implemented a 
Budget of Integration aimed at reducing 
poverty through wealth creation and 
employment generation. 

Mind you, we took a look at poverty and 
sought to conceptualse same along the 
social, economic and political context of our 
State. While we did that, we were mindful of 
the global definition culminating in seeing 
poverty as lack or absence ojwell~being. On 
that note, we viewed poverty as presence of 
lack, ·attitude of hate, strife, ignorance. 
antiquated manpower, lack of focus . absence 
of vision, incomprehension of the social. 
economic and political environment, among 
others. 

Of course, you can attest today that 
remarkable achievements were recorded in 
the' area of empowerment of the individual. 
social institution and 
community/neighbourhood kin feeling. 
towards wealth creation and employment 
generation. We did follow this with physical 
infrastructure development and institutional 
reforms designed to get the right . 
developmental focus. 

In pursuit of these and more, Mr Speaker. a 
total sum of twenty two billion. three 
hundred and thirty six million, eight hundred 
and twenty nine thousand six hundred Naira 
(N22,336,829,600.00) was budgeted for 
recurrent expenditures and capital 

1018 

q 



.. 
2037 

Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
6 December, 2004 2038 

development programmes in this ending but 
glorious 2004. 

Of this amount the sum of twelve billion, 
jour hundred and ten million, eight hundred 
and twenty nine thousand, six, hundred 
Naira (N 12,410,82 9, 600. 00) was earmarked 
for recurrent services, while the sum of nine 
billion, nine hundred and twenty six million 
Naira (N9,926,000,000.00) was budgeted 
for capital expenditure. 

Our deployment of these resources, you 
already know, vindicated our drive and war 
against poverty, hunger and blight. This 
vindication can be more elaborately attested 
to by the following sectoral details: 

Agriculture: 
In the year under review, our guiding policy 
in Agriculture remained research and 
development in the areas of food security 
and enhancement of farmers ' output. In 
pursuance of that, the Enugu State 
Agricultural Development Programme 
(ENADEP) undertook aggressive extension 
services, using broadcast media techniques 
and farm visits to reach the desired 
audience. More trial/demonstration pilot 
farms were established to promote modern 
farming practices and develop improved 
seeds and seedlings for farmers. 

The State Veterinary Clinic was 
rehabilitated, equipped and upgraded to a 
veterinary hospital to enable it render more 
services to livestock formers . The root and 
tuber expansion programme was 
strengthened to ensure increased root crop 
production in the State. 

Commerce and Industry 
In a determined effort to bring back 
government ailing industries to iije, detailed 
studies were carried out on the existing ones 

and well-packaged proposals were produced 
for each, to enhance commercialization. 
Remarkable progress was made towards 
completion of the New Haven shopping 
centre. 

Rural Electrification 
As we did say always, the Enugu State 
Government is not at ease with the current 
trend of rural-to-urban population drift. We 
had considered many ways of getting our 
people to hang around a little while more in 
the rural areas so ·as to effectively activate 
our hinterland for even development of the 
State. 

And having identified electrification of our 
rural communities as one of the necessary 
steps to Stem the tide. government intensified 
ejjo;-ts to energise more rural communities. 
where hope that micro enterprises and other 
socio-economic activities, would evolve to 
hold down the inquisitive population. So. 
while the electrification of Amagunze, 
Ndiuno Uwani Akpugo and Obutu was 
completed during the year under review. 
mounting of more poles and tension c;obl~:s 

commenced in other areas. The following 
electrification projects were also handled· 
Reactivation of Vandalised 33KVA line to 
the. Crash Water Programme, 9'h Mile 
Corner Ngwo; Agbani electrification 
pro;ect, street lighting of Air force school 
link road and installation offload light in the 
premises of Air-force Secondary School. 
Agbani. 

Land Transport: 
Certainly, you have not forgotten our noble 
ambition of having a ring road network in 
the State. We continued with it to effect of 
intensifying construction and rehahilitation 
work in the following areas: Nsukka­
Ogurute-Ette Road, Nenwe-Oduma­
Ndeabor-Mpu-Okpanku Road, Oji River-
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Achi-Awgu Road. Also, work reached 
advanced stage on such roads as: Nara­
Nkerefi road, Agbani-Mgbogodo-Akpugo 
road, access road to ESUT Permanent site, 
Obuofia-Agbani road extension etc. 

In addition, the construction ofAmechi link 
road embankment was carried out during 
the year under review. Aggressive 
rehabilitation of urban roads in the State 
was embarked upon. Notable among them 
are the dualization of Chime Avenue, New 
Haven: Construction of Ebeano tunnel to 
link Ogui road with Okpara Avenue; 
rehabilitation of Agbani road and 
rehabilitation of Kingsway road, all in 
Enugu metropolis. 

Preliminary design work has been carried 
out on the UNTH - Coal Camp link .road 
and Independence Layout - Lagos Street 
link road. Actual construction v11ill soon 
commence on these roads. (Applause). 

Education: 
Today, it is a significant milestone that we 
have successfully introduced a unique and 
first ever School Meal Plus Programme in 
our primary Schools. (Applause). This 
project, which involves providing one 
standard meal per day per pupil and some 
essenrial health services, commenced in 
Aninri and Uzo-Uv11ani Local Government 
Areas during the period under review. By 
this we have established a standard for the 
measurement of dentition, mental acuity and 
sibling/mother health condition of our 
pupils, irrespective of economic or social 
disposition of the family. 

Also, the State Primary Educqtion Board 
(SPEB), assisted by the World Bank, 
renovated 10 Primary Schools in each Local 
Government Area of the State. 

Construction work progressed rapidly in the 
following schools, Day Secondary School. 
Independence Layout, near ETV; Emene · 
Girls ' Day Secondary School; Science 
School for Boys Agbani: Special Science 
School for Girls Agbani: School Districr 
Centres at Enugu, Nsukka, Agbani und 
Awgu. 

Also special attention was given to the 
construction of ESUT permanent site to 
ensure completion of work on schedule. A 
visit to the site will convince you that our 
dream to build a model University Campus 
has become a reality. (Applause). About 
1000 primary school teachers and 1000 post 
primary school teachers were recruited to 
ensure adequate staffing of our schools. 

Health: 
The year under review witnessed health 
sector organizational reform · with si.Y 
District Health Centres repositioned to 
render effective primary and secondary 
health services. Rehabilitation of district 
hospitals was carried out. Efforts were 
intensified on Immunization of Children 
against eh six Child Killer diseases. 

The upgrading of Park Lane Hospital wus 
pursued with vigor. New structures were 
started and sophisticated equipment 
installed to bring it up to a Teaching 
Hospital status. 

Work progressed impressively on the 
construction of ESUT Medical School. A 
number of structures were put up within the · 
year while the on going ones received 
finishing touches. 

Information: 
The State Government in its determination to 
bridge the information gap between the 
government and the governed continued the 
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refurbishment of ESBS Radio and Television 
stations. Faulty components were replaced 
to keep the two broadcast institutions in a 
good working condition. While we 
successfully repaired their generating sets, 
government just purchased a more flexible 
one for greater efficiency of the stations. In 
collaboration with the SLGPIDFID, we have 
packaged a monthly Public Service Bulletin 
called The Service News. This Bulletin is 
produced to inform and educate the public 
service community on the development 
trends of the State and the challenges of 
enhanced participation in upward drive of 
Enugu State. 

Again. vFith the assistance of the DFID, the 
Daily Star table has been reactivated and is 
already test running for .final take off 
(Applause) and impact on the State. New 
printing cord machines, units of air 
conditioners, news prints, computers . and 
internet facilities have been installed. 
(Applause). 

Water Supply: 
Our effort to provide potable water for rural 
and urban dwellers was sustained during 
the period under review. A number of 
projects were executed to ensure 
uninterrupted water supply ro the citizenry. 
They include: Ikakara Agbani Water 
Scheme: replacement of Pipe Line at Chime 
Avenue New Haven; purchase of 1.9MVA 
and 1.5MVA generating sets for Ajali low 
life: laying of 150mm dedicated pipeline 
from Rangers Avenue Booster station to Arts 
Theatre Enugu: purchase of water treatment 
Chemicals, etc. 

Environmental Sanitation: 
Organizational reforms were carried out in 
this sub-sector to ensure adequate 
environmental sanitation and protection. A 
new Waste Management Authority was 

inaugurated to pursue our policy of 
converting waste to wealth. The abandoned 
monthly environmental Sanitation exercise 
was re-introduced to encourage citizens to 
operate a routine to clean their 
surroundings. The State environmental 
Court was strengthened to handle 
environmental cases. The house-to-house 
collection of refotse continued with more . 
private sector involvement. 

Housing: 
Construction of more houses and completion 
of uncompleted ones were carried out ar 
Golf and Harmony Estates. Design work was 
completed on such new estates as Lomalinda 
Estate, etc. Actual construction of houses in 
th•. new estates will soon commence. 

General Administration: 
Some important projects have been executed 
to propel the machinery of governance. 
Impressive progress was registered on the 
construction of Abuja Liaison Office. 
Construction of a bejifling Judicimy 
Headquarters WG,s started The complex. · 
which will contain an administrative block 
and 18 computerized Court rooms will help 
to reduce the accommodation problems 
facing our Judiciary, at the moment. Such 
will be conducive for speedy dispensation of 
justice. Some Government Official Quarlers 
were renovated Vehicles and 
Communication equipment were also 
pro..:ured. 

The State Government embarked on the 
construction of a 4000-seater International 
Conference Centre to boost tourism as well 
as provide venue for intellectuol 
development, social interactions through 
local and international conferences. 
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Legislature: 
The Enugu Stale Hous~C of Assembly 
Complex v11as refurbished and equipped 
Dilapidated portions of the Legislative 
Quarters were rehabilitated. 

Public Service: 
We e)nbarked on public service reforms to 
reposition the public service: of Enugu State 
for efficiency and greater, guinful impact on 
the people and State. These include 
compurerization ofpayroll: computerization 
of Pensions: lunchtime: seminars/staff 
training: regular promotion of staff regular 
payment of salaries etc. Some of these 
reforms have started y ielding dividends to 
govemment and workers. For instance, the 
on-going computerization of payroll is 
already showing a clearer picture of the 
staff strength and actual cost of maintaining 
the Enugu State Public Service. With this 
achien!tnent, the wage bill of the 
govemmenl will be more nwnageable if as 
olrewlv indicated the ghost-worker 
.syndmme becomes a thing ulthe past. 

About 5, 000 l·I'Orkers SJ!Onning across 
various cadres and levels gained their 
promotion during the year under review. 
This is meant tu ginger th~Cm into a more 
dedicoted service that will help to move the 
state j(Jr'lvard. With the assistance of the 
DFID. the State Govern111ent introduced 
Lunch Time seminars designed to give 
education and information to different 
cadres of Civil Servants to enhance the ir 
perji)/·mance. More than 2000 workers have 
sofor henr!;/itedji·om this programme. 

Our commitment to the consultative 
fo rmular with labour issues has made it 
possible for us to have relative industrial 
peace during the period under review. 

Pensions and Gratuities: 
Government is not unmindful of the arrears 
of pensions and gratuities owed to our 
retired offices. Regrellably, indeed,failure of 
past systems to provide or maintain such 
basic infrastructure and social services. 
which now drain our resources and cause 
deviations in allocation of the lean state 
purse, compound the situation of the 
pensioners. To this end, Government is 
making a concerted effort to clear this 
backlog of arrears. Nevertheless. it is to be 
realised that this situation arose as a result 
of the lean resources of the State 
gc vernmenl. 

The Year 2005 Budget 

Mr Speaker Sir, 

Honourable Members of Enugu State House 
of Assembly, it is my privilege and honour lo 
present before you the 2005 Drafi Budget of 
the State. This Budget is unique in the sense 
that it is the f irst instrumenl that would be 
used in the implementation of our newly 
launched State Economic Empowerment and 
Development Strategy (SEEDS). The Budget 
is therefore designed to achieve the over­
orr hing goal of the SEEDS, which is 
sustained poverty reduction through vvealth 
creation an.d employrnent generation. It is in 
view of this that u Budget size of twenty five 
billion, one hundred and thirty four million, 
seven hundred and ninety seven thousand · 
five hundred Naira (N25, 134.797,500) is 
proposed for our activities in the 2005 fiscal 

Expenditure tl'fJI! 2005 Bllliuet Percentage 
Recl!rrenl expendi!ure 1 n. 62 1. noo.soo -1228 
Capual expendilure 14.507.1 97.()(){) 5 7. 7] 

Total 25,134,797,500 /(/(/ 

Comparatively, the 2005 Budget shows an 
increase of two billion, seven hundred and 
ninety seven million, nine hundred and sixty 
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eight thousand Naira (N2, 797,968, 000) or 
12.53% over the 2004 Budget. The unique 
feature of the current Budget is that for the 
first time in the recetil past, the recurrent 
expenditure is less thon the capital 
expenditure. This is as a result of 
government determination to reduce the cost 
of running government business in order to 
have more jimds for the provision of 
infrastructural facilities am/ social services 
to the people. 

Recurrent Revenue: 
Revenue generated ji-orn recurrent sources 
includes Internally-Generated Revenue 
(IGR), State Share of the Federation 
Allocation Account (FAA C) and Value 
Added Tax (VA T). 

From these sources, the Stute expects total 
Revenue of sixteen billion, j{ntr hundred and 
ninety -nine million, six hundred thousand, 
five hundred Naii-a (N16,499,600.500) . This 
is shown thus: 
Recurrent 
Revenue 

I. 
/Jifl.'rJW/1.1'­

( ienerolcr! 
Hci'C:JIIfe 

(/(;/1; 

2005 Revenue 2004 Revenue 

2.3o-i,W0.5oo l-1.33 I t. ~-io.lll 2. -1110 /3.{,5 

lra; -"'""' I 12. -iXI.IiiHJ.IHIII I 75 o-1 I I11.7N .25.J.2711 I 75.38 
shore u( 

'"" J:c:dt..• rolunl 

.-lccalfllf 

rh; "'tfll· 1 t.o5.J.IIIIII. ollo 1 to.oJ 1 t. 5o3. 78~. /811 1 111 ~7 
Adcled l< 1.r 
(I'Aij 
'fi11al I !o . .J~~.M111.51111 I /1111 I 1-1.25-1.1155.8511 I /1111 
I'I.!C: /1/"/'('/ /{ 

/"{' \ 'CIIIIC 

Recurrent Expenditure: 
The Recurrent Expenditure for the 2005 
Budget consists of Personnel . Costs, 
Overhead Costs including subvention to 
Parastatals and tertiary institutions and 
Consolidated Revenue Fund charges 
(CRFC) These are shown in the table 
belovv: 

Recurrenl 2005 Revenue I 1004 Re 1-·euu e 
Revenue Ex/Jeuditure Exnenditure 

A m1111111 (N) I % I Am1111111 (N) I % 
/ . f'er.wmnel I o,38/.9211.~1111 I 38.o8 I 7. 73~.82/.3{,11 I 5-i.]{, 
('tiS! 

2. O verhead I 2.~15.~22. 8811 I /7.o7 I 3 . ./31 .11118.2./11 I 23. ~8 
(.'IJSI 

(including 
stlhventitms 
1o parastata/ 
and tertiw:v 
ii iSi if llllfJJI.\) 

3. I /.329. "5 (,. ~211 I 8/J{, I 1.2511./11)/1 .111111 I .\' -r. 
( 'on wiiC/(IIet/ 

rel'(.mue 
t:'toul 

( 'harKes 
(( '/?1·() 

7i,,a; I /IJ.o2 7. ollll.5111i 1 M.J t 1 !l .-1/tJ,8NWo 1 81.111 
l?ec:urrc:l1/ 
r:.:r:pe11diturc: 
Tramfer 111 I 5.872.111111,11110 1 35. 5~ 1 1.853.22o,2511 I / 2. ~~ 
<:0!'/la/ 
dCI'e/rlf1J/1CIII 

j imd 

'fi11at I tu . .J~~.w11.51111 I 11111 I t.J .2o.J.11115. 8511 I ttm 

Transfer to Capital Developinent Fund: 
In this 2005 Budget, Recurrent Surplus 
transferred to Capital Development Fund 
(CDF) amdunts to five billion, eight hundred 
and seventy two million Naira 
(N5,872,000,000). This represents 35.59% of 
the total recurrent revenue of four billion 
nineteen million, seven hundred and seventy­
three thousand, seven hundred and fifiy 
Naira (N4,019, 773, 750) over and ahove one 
billion, eight hundred andfifty three million. 
tvvo hundred and tvventy six thousand, t:Yvu 
hundred and fifty Naira, (N1,853,226.250) , 
which was transferred to Capital 
De"elopment Fund in 2004. 

Capital Expenditure: 
The total budgeted Capital Expenditure for 
the year 2005 is fourteen billion, five 
hundred and seven million, one hundred and 
ninety ·seven 
(N1 4,507,1 97, 000) . 
is asfollo·ws: 

thousand Naira 
The sectoral allocation 
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a. Economic 3.633.178 25.05 
sec/Or 
b. Social 5. 730. 540 39.511 
sen•ices sec/or 
c. 2.898.892 10.98 
Environmenral 
developmenl 
sec/or 
d. General 2.244.587 /5 .-1 7 
adminisrrarion 
Tor a/ 14.507.197 100 

Highlights of the . Year 2005 Capital 
Expenditure Economic Sector 
This sector is made up of Agriculture, 
Manufacturing (Commerce and Industry) , 
Science and Technology, Land Transport, 
Finance and Rural Electrification sub­
sectors. It receives an allocation of N3,634 
billion, representing 25.05% of the total 
Capital Expenditure. The det'ails are as 
fo llows: 

Agriculture: 
The State Government ·will continue to 
empha~·ize the development of the 
Agriculture sub-sector, in recognition of the 
role of Agriculture in the Poverty Reduction 
Programme of the State. Majority of the 
population of the State resides in the rural 
areas with agricu,lture as the mainstay of the 
hinterland economy. Consequently the sum 
of N22. 6 million will be spent on Agriculture 
in the 2005 fiscal year. 

The Enugu State Agricultural Development 
Programme (ENADEP) will receive the sum 
of N68. 6 million to enable it offer more 
extension services to farmers for increased 
crops and livestock product ion in the State. 
Large-scale production of cassava will be 
encouraged while the Ada Rice Project will 
be revitalised in conjunction with the 
Federal Government. The sum of N20 
million will be devoted for this project. The 
Asata Mine Poultry will be rehabilitated 
with the sum of N20 million. Also the design 

--- -

of an ultra modern fou ltry complex in the 
same place will be produced within the year. 

Manufacturing and Crafts (Commerce & 
Industry) 
This sub-sector .will receive an allocation of 
N557 million. The sum of N400 million will 
be spent on the completion of the Permanent 
Site of the New International Trade Fair 
Complex. Also the sum of N50 million will 
be used for the rehabilitation and 
reactivation of some government owned 
companies, which afterwards may be put up 
for sale, privatization or commercialization. 
Industrial estates will be established in the · 
urban and rural areas of the State. The 
development of the Enugu International 
Market will be undertaken within the fiscal 
year and the sum of N50 million has been 
budgeted for it. 

The New Haven shopping complex will be 
completed within the year while the State 
will participate in National and 
International Trade Fairs to showcase the 
economic and tourism potentials of the State. 

Science and Technology: 
The State Government realizes the role (if 
Science and Technology in economic 
development and poverty reduction. To this 
effect, practice steps will be taken within the 
year to encourage the development of this 
sub-sector. This may include i:m overall 
computer appreciation training for every 
public servant to hook up with the global 
trend in high technology. The sum ofN 176.6 
million will be spentScience and Technology 
in the 2005. · 

The sum of N 100 million will be spent on the 
establishment of Business Development 
(Industrial) Parks in designated places in the 
State. 

1024 

---

<> 

<I 



t> 

2049 
Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 

6 December, 2004 · 2050 

A World-Class Fruit. Juice factory will be 
established in the State. The sum of N50 
million will be used for this project within 
the period under consideration. 

Rural Electrification: 
The Rural Electrification programme of the 
State will be pursued more vigorously within 
the 2005 fiscal year. To this end, the sum of 
N416 million will be spent on this sub­
sector. The on-going rural electrification 
projects in some communities will be 
completed within the year. There will also 
be replacement of transformers, completion 
and commzsszoning of the rural 
electrification projects at Aguobu Owa, 
Mbu. Isi-uzo, Udi etc. The sum of N20 
million will be spent on the rehabilitation 
and energisation o/ vandalized ITCITDN 
lines from Awgu town to Achi, Nachi to 
Achi, etc. There will be extension of 
electricity and upgrading of sub-stations at 
Ngwo. Ala Agu, Ukehe, Ezimo Agu, ESUT 
Campus. Nsukka, etc. Adani - Ogurugu 
Networks will be completed while 
transformers vvill be procured for some 
rural communities with the sum of N50 
million. Also, the sum of N5U million will be 
spent on the Enugu State Rural 
Electrification project, Phose III. We will 
also follow suit on extension of electricity to 
Alo-U1?o. NYSC Camp Awgu, Amofia 
(Nara) . Ngwo Asaa, Agu-Orba and Leja. 

Finance: 
This sub-sector will receive an allocation of 
N370 million f01; the 2005 Fiscal Year. Of 
this amount, the sum of Nl50 million will be 
used for the purchased of Rights of Issues in 
companies where the State Government has 
share holdings. Similarly, the sum of Nl31 
million is being devoted to the acquisition of 
shares iri Federal Government owned 
companies. This is to enable the State to be 
actively involved in the on going 

privatization Programme of the Federal 
Government. Loans will be granted to public 
servants for the purchase of shares in quoted 
companies. The Board of Internal Revenue 
will be assisted and encouraged to generate 
more revenues for the State. Existing sub­
treasuries, tax offices and licensing offices, 
will be renovated while ne•v ones will be 
built to enhance our internal revenue 
generating effort. 

There is an on-going reform effort aimed at 
improving the revenue base of the State. This 
will be accelerated within the 2005 Fiscal 
Year, in collaboration with our development 
partners. especially DFID. 

Land Transport: 
Provision an maintenance of roads 
continues to be a top priority of the State 
Government. This is demonstrated by the 
number of completed and on-going rood 
projects in urban and rural areas of the 
State. The sum of Nl.89 billion is budgeted 
for the Land Tramport sub-sector for the 
period under reference. Of this amount. 
Nsukka-Ogurugu-Ette Road is allocated the 
sum of NJOO million and so are Oji River­
Achi-Awgu Road . and Ikem-Eha-Amufir 
(Ebonyi State Boarder) Road The 
Ugi,vaogo-Nike-Neke-Mbu-Ikem Eha-Annrfir 
Road and Ugbawka-Nara-Nkerefi Buurder 
Road will receive the sum of N260 million 
each, while Nenwe-Oduma-Ndeabor-Mpu­
Okpanku Road is allocated the sum of N260 
million. Agbani-Mbogodo-Akpugo Road is 
allocated ihe sum of Nl50 million while 
Ebeano 9'h Mile Bye-pass has the sum of 
N250 million allocated to it. 

Other roads include Access road to ESUT 
Permanent Site, Amechi Bridge Access 
Road, Aku-Mkpologv.'u Road, Ameke Ngwo­
Ek.J-Ebe-Egede-Afa -Akpakwume road. etc. 
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We "'Will never tire of more roads, as we are 
convinced of the role of good roads. as 
access providers in poverty reduction. 

Social Services: 
The Social Services sector will receive an 
allocation of N5. 731 billion or 39.5% of the 
2005 Capital Expenditure and represents 
the highest sectoral share in the budget 
proposal. This is in recognition of the role of 
the sub-sectors ·that make up the social 
services sector; viz: Education, health and 
Information, that is in the Poverty Reduction 
Programme of the Enugu State Government. 
The detailed sub-sector allocations are as 
follovvs: 

Education: 
Education projects will receive an 
allocation of N2. 388 billion in the year 2005 
Budget. This budget size reflects the 
importance the State Government attaches 
to the development of education in the State. 
Of this amount, the sum of N956.54 miliion 
will be spent on ESUT projects, including 
the development of the ESUT permanent 
site. Also the sum of N555. 71 million is 
budgeted for SPEB projects .. while the State's 
school Meal Plus Programme receives an 
allocation of N150 million. The sum of 
N301. 720 will be spent on the 
implementation of the State's Universal 
Basic Education (UBE) programme. The 
District Schools Project of the State is 
allocated the sum of N120 million for the 
establishment and equipment of the Centres 
at Agbani, Awgu, and Nsukka. While the 
sum of N 120 million will be devoted to the 
establishment, and renovation of Secondary 
Schools, including Special Science Schools. 
Science and library equipment and 
materials -..vill be supplied to the State 
Secondary Schools to boost teaching and 
learning especially in the Science subjects. 
The Institute . of· Management and 

Technology (JMT) will receive an allocation 
of N64.34 million to assist in its Capitol 
development programmes within the 2005 
Fiscal Year. 

Health: 
Already, we are virtually completing the 
overhaul of our Health Development 
Programmes in line with the latest trend and 
practices in the profession. Our health 
reform programme has benefited immense(v 
from our development partners, e.special fv 
the World Bank. UNICEF and PATHS 

Indeed, we are very grateful to· these one/ 
other development partners in our Health 
Programmes. Health receives an allocation 
of N2.441 billion or 17. 06% of the Cap itul 
Expenditure Budget and represents the 
highest sub-sector allocation in the 2005 
Budget. From this amount. the sum of N600 
million will be spent on ESUT College of 
Medicine and Teaching Hospital Projects 
while the sum ofN150 million wi!l be spent 
on Park Lane Specialist Hof>pital. The sum 
of N407.6 million was allocated for Priority 
Diseases - preventive, Curative, 
Rehabilitation and Cure, under the nevv 
health reform programme while the sum of 
N29 7.58 million was devoted to Poverty 
Reduction Projects (Health) in the 2005 · 
Fiscal Year. The sum ofN250.4 million will 
be spent on Health Commodity Management 
Programme while the sum of N107. 750 will 
be used for capacity building vvithin the 
period. 

Development of Health Infrastructure will be 
carried out with the sum of N84.8 million. 
This includes the completion of 
rehabilitation work in the seven Health 
Districts, etc. The sum of N12.8 million will 
also be used for development of Health Laws 
and Regulations. while N29. 7 million will be 
spent on the establishment of a functional 
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.financial system which includes training and 
retrammg of staff on new financial 
management systems. N106.5 million will be 
used for the development of the District 
Health Planning, while Health 
Communications is billed to take the sum of 
N39.33 million. 

The sum of N294. 78 million will be spent on 
the Health System Development Project II 
(HSDP II) , which includes strengthening of 
Primary Health Care facilities, provision of 
drugs and medical equipment, and capacity 
building. 

Information, Culture and Tourism: 
The State ·Government is very ~nuch aware 
that modern democracy or people 
government is media driven. We cannot lose 
sight of the fact that development of culture 
will spring our social being and intensify 
our understanding of our environment to the 
effect t.hat the usual question on legitimacy 
of authority aside of known cultural values 
can be answered if we get keener insight 
into the mutuality of goals of decent social 
practices. 

While it will not be a function of government 
ro restrict cultural practices. the reach back 
in history, we believe, will augment our 
drive for citizens to undertake cultural 
integration. which will enhance greater 
affinity and access to 01ie another. The 
Enugu State government will participate in 
the efforts of the Federal Government to 
identify and build data on old slave routes, 
cultural and tourism sites; these attending to 
past migratory exercises culminating in the 
social formations of our environment. To 
this end. this subsector receives an 
allocation of N783. 9 million in the 2005 
fiscal year. The Enugu Stole Broadcasting 
Service (ESBS) - Radio and Television will 
be assisted to in_1pro.ve its services to the 

people. Its equipment will be repaired and 
renovated while new ones will be purchased 

The Government h ·inting Press will also be 
modernized and equipped This particulor 
department of government. we regret to soy. 
had been ignored in the schemes of past 
~;ystems, that is to the effe'ct that normal 
printing of government gazettes, legal notes. 
inventories and losses. were abandoned in 
the early 1990s. Delivering on our 
counterpart slot with the DFID in the 
rehabilitation of the State 's Printing and 
Publishing Corporation (Daily Star stabled). 
government will rehabilitate the buildings 
housing newsroom, general administration 
press hall and staff canteen to ensure a 
smooth take off in the next few months. The 
Enugu State government ·will no longer stand 
and watch while the documentation · ond 
access facilities of the State Central Library 
rot .. We insist that every effort ofgovernmenl 
is worth documenting and we insist that such 
f acilities. including modern books neededfor 
the building of a better jitture society, must 
be in our libraries. We will move with 
determination and impact to enhonce the 
supply of modern books and other reudiug 
materials to the library, which we also insist 
must drive hard to catch up with modern 
international listing cind documentation· 
profile. Our first effort in this, in the .fiscal 
year, will be the rehabilitation of the blod 
housing the State Central Librory. The State 
government will take over the Enugu Stole 
Learning Resource Centre .fi-om 1 he 
dL velopment partners currently running it. 
and thus assume full responsibility for the 
ect uipment. mqintenance and supp~y of 
mflierials to the centre. An International 
Cc nference Centre v11ith -4, {)(){} sealing 
capacity will be constructed in the SILite 
capital within the year. The sum of N600 
million is proposed(or this projeCI. Luckilv. 
Enugu State is one endo·wed with great 
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tourism potentials. We hove viable sites, 
locations :scattered all over the State, and 
government is determined to assist the State 
Tourism Board to meet up with the 
challenges of modern day tourism. 

Environmental/Regional Development 
Sector: 
This sector is allocated the sum of N2.899 
billion •vhich represents 19.98% of the 
Capital Expenditure Proposal for the year 
2005. The sector is made up of Water 
Suppfv. Environmental Protection and Solid 
Mineral Development, Housing, Town and 
Country Planning, Community and 
Neighbourhood Development. 

Water Supply: 
The Government is committed to the 
provision of adequate and regular water 
supply to the people of the State. The sum of 
N682 million is allocated to water supply in 
the 2005 Capital Budget. Ofthis amount, the 
sum of N 100 million will he used for the 
optimization of Enugu Urban Pipe Network 
while the same amount will be spent on the 
Oji-River Federal assisted water supply. 
Also, development of Micro-water sources 
for Independence Layout. Abakpa and 
Emene ·will be undertaken with the sum of 
N35 million while the Grearer Nsukka water 
scheme has an allocation of N50 million. 
Rural water Supply Schemes under the 
Guinea Worm Eradication Project II 
receives an allocation of N80 million. Other 
rural watet supply schemes in the State will 
also receive adequate attenti011 within the 
y ear and so will the Agbani Water Supply 
Scheme and the Crash Programme Water at 
9'" Mile Corner, Ngvvo. 

Environmental Protection I Sewage I 
Drail1(ige I Solid Mineral Development: 
This sub sector is allocated the sum of 
N292. 9 million in the 2005 Capital 

E~penditure Budget. This is to take core of 
the activities of the newly established Enug u 
State Waste Management Authority, the 
Ministry of Environment and Solid Min ero/.1 
as well as the State Rural Water Suppl1i and 
Sanitation Agency (RUWASSA ). The su111 of 
N45 million will be used for Environment 
Friendly Rural and Urban Development 
Programmes while emphas·i.1· will be placed 
on the development of Alternative Enert,'Y 
sources with a view to encouraging the use 
of coal and other sources ol energy and 
power supply in the State. 

The State Government has revived the 
monthly sanitation progi-amme of the State · 
and will encourage and support. ESWA MA 
for its effective implementation. 

The Private Sector initiative in was!e 
management and refuse di.1posol will also be 
encouraged with the assistance ol our 
development partners especially the DFID. 
Th e_ sum of N 12.0 million will be spent in the 
activities of the UNICEF - Assisted Rural 
Water Supply and Sanitation Agency 
(RWASSA) and will include the purchase ol 
one drilling rig for drilling more boreholes 
in the State. 

Housing: 
The Government is very much determined to 
provide affordable housing accommodation· 
for the urban dwellers. As a step toworcls 
achieving this objective, the sum of N600 
million is budgeted for the construction of 
nine high-rise blocks, containing 324, two­
bed room flats , under the Loina Lindo 
Housing Estate programme of the Stale 
Government. Also reasonable provision hos 
been made for the construction of housing 
uniis for stajf of the State public service on 
owner-occupier basis. The housing sub­
sector will therefore receive a tofu! 
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allocation of N609. 5 million in the 2005 
Budget. 

Town and Country Planning: 
This sub-sector receives an allocation of 
N752 million for the 2005 Fiscal Year. The 
State Government is very /IIUCh determined 
to curry out the construction and 
maintenance of the urban roads in the State. 
Also emphasis is on the provision of 
facilities and installations that will improve 
the Life of our urban dwellers. The sum of 
N540 million will be utilized for the 
construction and rehabilitation of Enugu 
Urban Roads. This includes the completion 
of Chime Avenue Dual Carriageway. Lagos 
Street Link Road. Ebeano Tunnel Cross ing 
and UNTH Bye-pass. etc. The sum ofNJOO 
million will be used for Nsukka Urban 
Roads. 

Relatedly. Street Lighting installations and 
other essential vv ill be provided fo r some key 
urban areas as the lndepl'ndenc:e Layout. 
Trans-Ekulu. G. R.A. Nh· ubor Satellite 
village. New Town Layout in Nsukka. Ekulu 
East Layout. etc. 

Community I Neighbourhood 
Development: 
Poverty reduction and TtVealth Creation 
through basic community development are 
the main policy thrusts of the Enugu State 
Government. Most of the uctivities in this 
sub-sector are targeted directly at achieving 
that objective. Consequently the sum of 
N562.492 million is allocated to this sub­
sector for the 2005 Fiswl Year. An 
allocution ofN150 million is being mode for 
the Community Development Coordinating 
Council (CDCC) Projects to support 
commw1i(V development ;wojects in 50 
communities. 

Also the sum of N332.992 million will be 
spent on the Local Empowerment and 
Environmental Management Project 
(LEEMP)- with the assistance ofthe World 
Bank - for agro processing, provision of 
drinking water, construction of rural feeder 
roads. afforestation. market development, 
rdwbilitation of schools. etc .. in the rural 
areas. 

The State Government will g ive micro­
credits in the form of loans to Small Scale 
industry operators, such as motorcycle 
operators, roadside businesses, co-operative 
soCie ties, etc. The sum of N36 million will be 
us.?d for the neighbourhood improvement 
programme. which is aimed at assisting 
neighbourhood groups to embark on sell 
help projects and in.fi'astructural 
clevelopmenl in 1 he urban centres. 

We shall add to this with our new design to 
take another step in the poverty reduction 
and ·weolth creation programmes ofthe State 
Government selling up Skills Acquisition 
Centres in 15 communities in the State. 

General Administration: 
This sector is made up of Administration, 
Judiciary and the Legislature. it will receive 
em allocation of N2. 245 billion which 
represents 15.47% of the Capital 
Expenditure Budget. 

A dm inist rat ion: 
Administration is allocated the sum of 
N2. 12 7 billion. Of this. N /85 million will be 
spent on the DFJD supp~med programmes 
un Securities. Justice und Growth, State and 
Locct! Government Proj ect. and small and 
/v!ediunl Enterprise Centres. Enugu State 
Liaison Office in Abuja will receive an 
allocation of N 100 million while the sum of 
N92.5 million will be .1pent on the purchase 
of vehicles. The sum ofNJ90 million is to be 
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spent on the Public Sector Reform 
Programme, which is already enjoying 
considerable assistance from the DFID. 
Also N200 million will be ::.pent as support 
to Local Government Areas for the 
preparation of their Local Economic 
Empowerment and Development Strategies 
(LEEDS) . 

Judiciary: 
For the Judiciary, N 100 million is allocated 
to the construction, renovation and 
maintenance of court buildings and staff 
quarters while the sum of N600 million will 
be spent on the construction of 18 
computerized Courtrooms and 
Administrative blocks. Vehicles will be 
purchased for the Judiciary vllith sum ofN50 
million. Verbatim reporting machines and 
other materials will also be purchased for 
the Judiciary. 

Legislature: 
The sum of N 118 million is allocated to the 
Legislature. The major items of expenditure 
include the purchase of security gadgets, 
rehabilitation of the House of Assembly 
Complex and Legislative Quarters, 
reactivation of water fountain. purchase of 
furniture and equipment and purchase of 
editing suites for the docwnentation unit of 
our legislature. 

Conclusion: 
Mr Speaker, Sir. it is our firm belief that the 
implementation of the above Budget will go 
a long way in tramforming the lives of our 
people and especially in reducing the level 
of poverty in our society. J have no single 
doubt that the entire people of Enugu State 
are geared to prepossess their State if by the 
worthy attempts of government, they get 
rescued from the cold hands of want, 
deprivation, ignorance, strife, envy and 
indirection. They have alreudy revealed that 

they have all it takes to take a social 
environment to the most enviable height. 
These I have seen in their co-operation with 
government and their responses to bilateral 
assistances offered by such development 
motivators as the praiseworthy DFID, 
PATHS, UNICEF, World Bank, UNDP, etc; 
whose patience, friendliness and insightful 
contributions have made the difference. 

Of course, Mr Speaker, the other arms of 
government - the Legislature and the 
Jz •diciary - have been exemplary in the 
cnnjidence reposed in this government. And 
w~ cannot say less of the organized labour, 
C.:vil Society Organizations, NGO 's, etc, 
who, more than before, have exhibited great 
inclination to making democracy a reality in 
our environment. We cannot thank you all 
enough. 

Have we not then chosen our path? Have we 
not assured the fuller participation of all? 
Have we not underlined the key elements of 
taking a people from where they had been 
quarantined? Of course, we have no excuses 
if we had not. We elected on our own to seek 
the mandate of the people to take the .front 
seat in this stage of the hisrory of Enugu 
State. 

As children of history, vve squint and stagger 
"14hile we pose for historical impression of 
capacity jor resource management, justice, 
equity and fair-play and as we implore you. 
Mr Speaker, that if this Honourable House 
will pass this Bill, as you have always done , 
we would all have seen it as Jv!arshal Ervin 
Tudor of the army of Great Imperial Britain 
saw it; because we are all united, our 
opponents in battle named lethargy. rancour 
and distraction did not appear for battle ... 
V'Ctory we clad close to our chests and 
Yt -'histle home .. . as is done in Enugu State 
1 o God Be the Glory! 
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Mr Speaker: His Excellency the Deputy 
Governor of Enugu State, the Right Hon. 
Chief Ezenwata Okechukwu ltanyi ; the 
Deputy Leader House of Reps. Hon. Gill 
Nnaji ; the Deputy Speaker of Enugu State 
House of Assembly, Right Hon . Atigwe 
David; the Leader of Enugu State House of 
Assembly; the Chief Whip of Enugu State 
House of Assembly; other Principal Officers 
here present; please permit me to observe all 
protocols; 

Your Excellency, the Executive 
Governor of Enugu State Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani; when I walked into the Chamber 
this morning I saw a large crowd of people 
waiting to hear your Budget Speech. That 
shows the commitment, determination, 
enthus iasm, and necessary support of the 
people of Enugu State. (Applause ). I 
sincerely wish on behalf of my Colleagues 
to thank you today for presenting the Budget 
which will go a long way to refresh the life 
of our people. I had wanted to make some 
arrangements for our people to accord you 
good reception here. But God so kind, when 
I came in I saw a large crowd of people and 
this increased my happiness, because I could 
not have had enough food to feed all these 
people. (Applause) . 

Be it as it may, Your Excellency, the 
only thing we can assure you this afternoon 
is that this Appropriation Bill will be passed 
into Law without delay. (Applause). There is 
no need delaying the Budget because that 
will amount to delaying your good plans and 
the good work you are doing for the peop le 
of Enugu State. Therefore, we cannot afford 
to delay the passing of the Appropriation 
Bill into Law. 

Having said this, Your Excellency, I 
wish to state that since the establishment of 
this honourable House or since 1960 when 

this House was built, this is the first time we 
are having a total renovation of this 
Assembly. (Applause). I am happy to state 
that this wonderful achievement was done 
during our own time. Your Excellency, I am 
always in the Chamber only to preside; that 
is my job here; there is no amount of Motion 
that will go ahead to express our happiness 
to you . I will rather appreciate if two or three 
legislators would express their happiness or 
commendations on work well done by His 
Excellency. I thank you Your Excellency for 
coming; and I have the honour and privilege 
to come on the Floor of the House to fire the 
fair shot. Thank you and may God bless you . 
(Applause ). 
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Leader (Mr J. Anichukwu): Your 
Excellency, the Executive Governor of 
Enugu State; Your Excellency, the Deputy 
Governor of Enugu State; the Deputy Leader 
of House of Reps; the Speaker of Enugu 
State House of Assembly; the hon. 
Colleagues; Ladies and Gentlemen; 

The history of today cannot go without 
few remarks. It is going to be brief because 
if I am allowed or given time I can talk about 
Your Excellency from this time till 
tomorrow. To some of us, all the 
performances of His Excellency are not 
surprising, because when the journey started, 
we had a watch word, that is, the power we 
seek is the power to do good. Your 
Excellency, your aggressive pursuit in 
history is to ensure development in Enugu 
State, and the vigorous efforts to eradicate 
completely poverty in Enugu State. 
(Applause). ln fact, we are very happy and 
very grateful. We are saying all these things 
because people of Enugu State are grateful. 
We are being envied within and outside. 
Therefore, we have cause to be grateful. This 
is because, when one has a child that 
performs creditably well , one will have that 
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inward joy. Although you know that all 
these things are not being done ordinarily 
without the divine power or instructions 
from the Almighty. That is why we are very 
grateful. The Right hon. Speaker has 
mentioned some of these things already said. 
For instance, if you look at the Okpala 
Square, you will think that it was 
constructed two days ago. Anytime you go 
there, you feel delighted with the expensive 
structures at the square. As you know, he is 
not the only Governor that has ruled this 
State since this edifice was constructed. But 
he is the only Governor who has deemed it 
necessary that such magnificent edifice has 
to be maintained and has got to be 
reconstructed . So Your Excellency we are 
grateful . 

One other thing we have been praying for 
is for the Almighty God to lead you on. 
Enugu State is blessed by God and our 
prayer is that the Almighty God will give 
you the opportunity so that a larger 
community of this country will once again 
feel happy as we are feeling in Enugu State. 
I believe that God will answer our prayer in 
Jesus name. Thank you. Mr Speaker. 
(Applause). 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North I): His 
Excellency, the Governor of Enugu State, 
His Excellency, the Deputy Governor of 
Enugu State, the Deputy Leader of the 
House of Representatives, Mr Speaker Sir. 
Permit me to join the Leader of this 
honourable House in thanking His 
Excellency for his benevolence to the 
Members of this House and to the 
Legislative arm of the Government here in 
Enugu State as an institution. The 
renovation of the legislative building here 
will no doubt enhance our performance and 
enable us to work harder to the good people 
of Enugu State. It is a well-known fact, Mr 

Speaker, that despite the fact that His 
Excellency was instrumental to our coming 
here as hon. Members of this House, he has 
never takei1 us for granted. (Applause). Few 
days after our coming here, he renovated our 
quarters. Within the first two months we are 
the first hon. Members to be given brand 
new official cars in this country (Applause). 
To crown it all , for the first time in the 
history ofthis legislative House. all the hon . 
Members here had the privilege of going on 
study tour overseas. (Applause). That is to 
say, he has never taken us for granted . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I want us to understand 
that the understanding between the 
Executive ann of Government and 
Legislative arm is reflecting in the lives of 
all the people of this State. His Excellency 
has been given the relaxation , the 
cotlcentration so that he can focus on State 
matters. (Applause) . 

The period of distraction is over, we are 
now in a peaceful stage. We wish to assure 
the people of this State that by the end of our 
tenure of this four years the achievements of 
His Excellency will double that of his first 
tenure. (Applause) . We pray the Almighty to 
continue to give you good health because it 
is the head that waggles the tail. We wish 
you good luck in all your endeavours; we 
thank you for liberating many families and 
ind ividuals in this State. (Applause). The 
quality of food ofthousands offamilies have 
changed. (Applause). The quality of our 
water has changed and we all enjoy good 
roads and .our Institution , the ESUT will be 
an international Institution by the end of 
your tenure. We are grateful , Your 
Excellency. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Your Excellency, the Governor of 
Enugu State, Your Excellency the Deputy 
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Governor of Enugu State, the Deputy Leader 
House of Representatives, my distinguished 
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen. On 
behalf of my Colleagues from the Enugu 
West Senatorial Zone, may I join my 
Colleagues in thanking His Excellency and 
the Government of Enugu State for all they 
were able to do within a short period of time 
in this State. I want to thank him especially 
for renovating this House of Assembly 
Complex. This singular act of his has 
confirmed the saying that His Excellency 
started from where Dr Okpara stopped. 
(Applause). What His Excellency is doing in 
Enugu State is laying a legacy. A legacy for 
us all and our children unborn . Where do we 
start from? The last time we visited Abuja I 
was overwhelmed when I saw Abuja Ebeano 
complex. One may ask: why are we 
thanking His Excellency now? Like in 
accounting they say, as and when due. We 
cannot delay thanking him we have to thank 
him; at the appropriate time. So, we than k 
you very much . What we need in democracy 
is deliberate co-operation and collaboration 
between the Executive and the Legislature 
and that is what we have had in this tenure 
and I believe like the hon . Member for lgbo 
Eze North I (Mr Onyeze) said, this enabling 
environment is what is going to make this 
particular tenure remarkable in terms of 
social development. 

We are happy that His Excellency has 
been responsive in the affairs of this 
Assembly since we statted this 
administration. We thank you Your 
Excellency for all you have been doing to 
ensure that the good people of Enugu State 
have good governance. We cannot thank 
you enough but we believe that what you are 
doing will gi ve us hope, hope that even in 
our family and in various families your 
name will remain for ever in Jesus name. 
(Applause). 

On a further note, may I call on the 
people of Enugu State to continue to suppo11 
His Excellency because he means good for 
us. Thank you, and may God bless everyone 
of you. (Applause). 

Mr G. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South II) : 
Your Excellency, the Executive Governor of 
Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke Ogbonnaya 
N naman i Your Exce !Ieney, the Deputy 
Governor of Enugu State, Ezenwata 
Okechukwu Itanyi. Mr Speaker. Sir. all other 
protocols duly observed. Your Excellency, 
on behalf of my Co mm ittee Members I vva nt 
to formerly use this opportunity to thank you 
for giving us the privilege and honour to 
embark on renovation of the Assembly 
Complex. Your Excellency, we thank you 
and will continue to pray for you that God 
Almighty will continue to guide and direct 
you as you discharge your duty as the 
Governor of Enugu State. Your Excellency, I 
th ank you. (Applause) . 

His Excellency, the Governor of Enugu 
Stde leaves the Chamber. 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I move that the House resumes 
sitt ing to enable us accept the 2005 Budget 
Speech . Thank you, Sir 

Mr F.C. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion as moved by the Leader (Mr 
Anichukwu). 

Question put and agreed to. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir may I move th at the speech as deli vered 
by ··:he Governor of Enugu State, be accepted 
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i"nr ::J~!lll' di:llC Ct11ls iclei·:ll i t1 : :li nng w ith the 
Dr;lil 1·-; Iim:llt' L-1ill . Thank ' 1u . Sir. 

Deputy Speaker 
Speaker. Si~ 1nay I 
fVIotinn Thank yo u. 

(JI.il .-llif:..'ll'e).· Mr 
stand to second the 

(}Ill'.\' I i rm ;m1 und ugn:ud tu . 

n,,' ~1)115 /Jurlgel .\j)(~[' • ;, lil'f.!.\'l!ll fe cl by 
lhl' C.iu1·crnor ulong ·' ;du ll' it li the 
;/1;1;m1 ;riul ion IJ il I uccording,ll · ucceptudfor 
iII II /It'd i U I e cr !II.\' ic/e /'({I i 011. 

:'RESEI\'TAT.ION () ,:A BlLL 
! ~ 1\'U CU STATE OF 'I IGERJA 
\l' i'I~UI'I.(IATION I AW 2005 

,·\ i \;11 l·cll · :1 1.:11\ to m;,;. l:' p1·ov is1nn for 

thL· ·.: ;111 of rwe nry-li VL 13i lli on. One 
1-lunci i·ecl allCI Thirty- fo ur M ill ion, Seven 
Hun d1·c·cl ancl Ninety -seven Thousand , Five 
Hun clrecl Na irCI to the se rvices of the 
Govt:'rmncnt LYI. [11ugu St:ll ·.· of Nigeria for 

th e~ L':11· ending thirty fi1·st tl :1y of December, 

IWP I:·., .II.<ll lcl :1ncl i'il'l: :1 ncl ·.·,r other related 

j1 l lri)' " ·C~ . p1·ese1llt'cl by l k Leader. (Mr 
.·irllcf;u,.;:,·!IJ :·II1ll r<::acl the Fi1 ·-; tt i111 e. 

l\'1 r Speaker: 1-lonour:lh le Colleagues, 

rhc 21Hl~ A pprop1·iation Bi l! has now been 
re<~ tl 1··11. ! It t.: Firs! t i1n e. I w 1 .: 1 to than k all of 
y tlll 111 1' yuu1· cuoperation. i alsu w ish to 
th:ud·, \ ·uu ft11' yo ur punctu .d it y and l.tlr the 

:1 hk '-1 ill l 't1U Ct11l1j)l)l't~cl 1·nurselvcs this 
!11t)1"! 1 :·~~}. 

l tit ' IHljl l' thitt on nr ' 'L'i'o re om next 
sittin~. "' '-' w ill (tiT811ge l\1 h~1ndle the Bill 

ClclliS t' b\ Cla use Thank yn u and may God 

ble s~ \'t1 U. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anic:hukll'u): 1vh Speaker . 

Sir, may l move that th is honourable House 

do now adjourn till Thursday 9' 11 December. 
2004 at 1 Oa .m . Thank yo u, Sir. 

Deputy Speaker (1\1/r .· ltig weJ: M1 

Speaker, Sir, the ,v1otion for adj< 1lll'lll11eni 1·· 
accordingly s<::co nded . Thank yu u. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 

adjourn till Thmsday 9' 11 December. 2004 ill 

I Oa.m. 

A djozrmecl ucc;on/ingli · ut I l . -1 Op.111. 
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I lOU SE OF ASSI:~ M BL Y 

1.,'\l l l( il l STATE 0 1- "! ICJ::RJA 

Ft li.! .l< lu1 ·. CJ'" Decetn her. ]U0-1 

I'lw !louse mel of I {) o .m. 

PRAYEH.S 

(rvl1· Speaker in till' Chair) 

-\ PPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

!VIr Spe<lker: H onom~1 b le Colleagues, 
11<.: lld\c bc i\.JJ·e us. uu 1· Votes and 
i 'J .L H:~_·,· Liil l g s Ll f Monda). 6' 11 Decernber 
2lH J-1. I lw v ~.· gone through them and found 
Lll\.:1 11 L< l be C<l lTeCt. 1-J OWL' I' tl'. in keeping 
,, iLl. ,11 c 1\uk ~, ol' the H o u ~c. I call tor yo ur 
c\l ll llll,·nLS LO enable us · put the m in the 
prPpn sh apL·. Thank yo u. 

\ii F.E. Am u (Nsuk k ~ l East) : Thank 
YLHI. iv lr Spt·aker, I haw equally gone 
thr\lll!21l the Votes and Prnceedings of om 
l:bl :-.i Lti llg <Jild found them to be correct. l, 
th<.'l<.·l(\r ~.·. JlHWe for the :1do ption of the 
Vut~_· .., JlruL-eed ings. 

\l rs C. E11eh ( Udi South): I ha ve ri sen 
tu s~.· ~· pml lill' Motion as moved by the 
lhlll. \ kmbn 1\.x Ns ukka l .asr (l'v/r .4mu) 

<_1. :nl iuu j ill/ uml og r ee, I to. 

I . I /' / ' . \I I 6'1' , , ; , _, <111.1 /Dcc:C: ( 111,1!,.1 uj it um. oy, 

f),.,.,. 'tilt'!' ~ i)t! -1 uccurdin,<.:, i! . udo;Jied 

ORDER OF THEDA Y 

THE ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
2005 APPROPRIATION BILL 

NO. 11,2004 

A Bill for a Law to Make Provision of 
the Sum of Twenty-five Billion. One 
Hundred and Thirty-four Million, Seven 
Hundred and Ninety-seven Thousand. Five 
Hundred Na ira to the Services of the 
Government of Enugu State of Nigeria for 
the Year ending Thirty First Day of 
December, Two Thousand and Five and 
for other Related Purposes. 

Ot·der for Second Reading Read 

Leader (Mr J. N. Anichuhvu) . Mr 
Speaker, thank yo u for the opportunity for 
us to X-ray the pros and cons contained in 
the 2005 budget. As usual, the budget of 
Enugu State does not co ntain much 
demerits . The advantages have always out­
weighed the disadvantages because the 
budget is we ll articulated. The 
implementation processes vvill not be a 
problem. But good a thing, this honourable 
House , with the experiences it has 
gathered from within and outside the 
country. will now be in a better pos ition to 
know that it is not onl y passing the budget 
that matters. we wi II go further to make 
sure that the budget content is full y 
executed because this is part of the 
oversight fun~tion of the House. 

Mr Speaker. the 2005 budget wh ich l 
have heard is a Budget of Legacy. legacy 
in the sense that all the infrastructural 
developments, constructions both human 
and material being put in place in Enugu 
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State is for both this generations and the 
genet·ations to come. The people of Enugu 
State wi ll ever remember that all those 
things we re put in place by. the Governor 
of l:: nugu State. Dr Chim nt·oke Nnama ni , 
and the honomable Members of the House 
of Asse mbl y will ever be remembered that 
we h:we give n the budget lega l backing by 
passing it. 

So . it is in this sense that I want us to 
X-r:1 y the budget estimate in detail. 

/\s us ual. thi s Budget is calculated at 
complete eradication of poverty. We wi ll 
recall that the major th ru st of the present 
administ t·at ion in Enugu State has always 
been to et·adicate pove rty, because poverty 
is :1 di sease and eve ry effort should be 
directed at its total eradication in this 
State. I be I ieve that a II hands should be on 
deck becau se the pove 1·ty vve are talking 
<tbout is more in the rmnl areas . It is in 
t-ec ug i11Li ll l1 of the faCl th at greater 
pe rce nta ge of poverty is being felt mainl y 
in thl..' n11·al e1reas that large sum s of money 
havt· been allotted to the eco nomic sector 
o f the Budget cove rin g Agriculture, 
M a 11 ul·'ac tm i n g. Co mme 1·ce. lnd ustri es, 
Science and Techn ology : unde1· this sector, 
gre:tl emp ha sis IS bei ng placed on 
Agri cu lt ure. We say that a hungry man is 
:1n <tt1g t·y man and I remem ber the good 
old cbys in thi s State when foo d was at the 
1·each of everybody. 

l\llr Speaker. this secto r cove rs not only 
ag t· icultme but inc ludes rural 
elect t·ilicati on. Yo u wi ll agree with me 
th :tt ~cT iu u s dlo ns at·e bei ng made to 
11l<1k c· su1·e that th ere is e lect ricity in every 

community, so that the urban areas will be 
decongested. 

1 am sure that we have all go ne through 
the Budget; the Budget of 2005 is the 
making from 2004. Thi s honourable House 
knows that the State has three major 
Senatorial Zones and as usual every loca l 
government, every zone; every area is well 
covered in this Budget. That is why I did 
say earlier that in furtherance of our 
activities, the only thing we will do thi s 
year will be mainl y effect ive emphasis on 
fun.ctions of whoever might be delegated 
to come and install or replace or revive any 
rural electrification in the communities. 
The Executive can only issue order to a 
certain point of the implementation but it 
is not effective when, we , as the 
representatives ofthe people will not make 
sure that efforts are being made that 
whoever is dong the job does it in om 
interest. 

So, Mr Speaker, under Manufacturing, I 
know thi s House cannot relent in our 
efforts to make sure that the International 
Market which is under construction, is 
progress ing. The project cannot be done in 
one day but it has got to be a continuous 
process and by the grace of God during the 
life of this honourable House the 
international market of Enugu will be 
completed. And the little we have is that it 
was done not onl y in our time but we 
contributed because it is contained in the 
Budget and we got it approved. 

The delay at the New Haven Shopping 
complex, is not deliberate but they wa nt to 
complete the entire complex so that when 
they do the a ll ocat ion this time around, it 
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wi II be done once and for all and by the 
grace o f God it will be completed this year 
cll1d 11 hoe ver applied ancl has gotten the 
allocation. the management will process 
theit· ~tpplication and the market will take 
off 

Mt· Speaker. under Social Services, the 
Social Serv ices have actually made much 
legac ~ fo r this State. The people we are 
representing have not ceased in 
appreciat ing our efforts ancl that is why we 
are not relenting our efforts because an Ibo 
adage says that Ana-etu-nwuke na nke 
omere. ona-eme-ozo. 

11· yo u go to the Pat"!< La ne Specialist 
Hospita l and see the rate the work is 
pmgrcsstng. you will be happy and 
satisfied that soo ner or later there will be 
rull upet·atiunal se t·vices ~I t the new site 
rhet·e. 

On Ed ucation . Enugu State University 
of Science and Technology (ESUT), the 
onl y University that Enugu State 
Governme nt has. In a short while we will 
be happy that enough is being done and 
thi s House has alvvays been in love with 
education because this has been a sort of 
poveny eradication. If yuu educate the 
chile! properly the child lives to know how 
to lind hi s way: if yo u show the child the 
light he will be proud nnd the way of 
shul·\ ing the child this is by providing the 
icletl environment thmugh proper 
eclucttion wh ich has started. 

f\llt· Speaker. under initm11ation. some 
o t· us 11 ho had the pri vilegL· to be at one of 
the C\1 t11mittees who visited the Enugu 
State Broadcasting Services (ESBS) know 

that the Enugu State Broadcasting Services 
as a media and the major source of 
information in Enugu State is in trouble 
because some of the equipment they have 
are out-dated. They expressed the 
difficulties which they have and that is 
why they are yearning to have modern 
equipment so that the people of Enugu 
State will not get up one day and hear that 
the ESBS is off air forever. If this Budget 
is passed, but I know it will be given 
consideration by this honourable 
Members, we will be in a position to have 
contributed, may be, to making sure that 
we are properly and correctly informed of 
the happenings in the world. 

In terms of information in Enugu State 
giving that today we now have bi-monthly 
publication of Daily Star. there is a very 
big improvement now. The continuous co­
operation will also go a little further 
probably before this time next year, the 
Daily Star might be having dail y 
publication. This is the only newspaper 
that Enugu State government has. 

So, Mr Speaker, the most important 
thing is that when one moves, one has to 
stop and watch reactions. I know that 
greater number of hon. Members will say I 
have spoken much but I am only giving the 
high I ight of the budget. As the debate 
continues I will still be throwing more 
light. l beg to sit down . Thank yo u. Mr 
Speaker. for giving me the opportunity. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr Speaker. 
Sir, ! want yo u to take a look at the budget 
of Legacy presented by the Executive. for 
passage by this House and I want to call on 
my Colleagues that after it might have 
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gone through Committee levels and 
cena in amendments made , that it should 
be p<l ssed into law so that the year 2005 
wi II be ns proposed - a yea r of legacy for 
the E:xec uti ve. a year of legacy fo r the 
House of Assembl y. In the first instance, I 
wa nt LO talk abo ut Ministrv of Information 
and Information generally. I am very 
comfortable with the amount allocated to 
the it1formation sector but I would :wish 
that during the consideration at the 
Co mmittee leveL that l'vlt· Speaker, we 
provide for· infrastructure . at the Enugu 
State Broadcasting Service . We also make 
prov ision for manpower development. 
There is very strong need for the staff to 
rece ive in -house professional training. In 
noti ced for sometime, having studied the 
budget lo t· the past eight years including 
that uf last year. that no pmv ision has ever 
been made for the training of staff. I, 
therefore. wish that as we are leaving 
legacy to t· the year 2005. that a minimum 
'l t11 lllt tH of three million Nai ra be budgeted 
for sta t'f devel opment at the ESBS. 

I :1 m eq uall y happy vl ith the aspect that 
has to do with Udi No rth Constituency. 
Co nst ruction of the Ameke-Eke-Egede­
Aft~l -A kpakwume Road. I am happy that 
finall y a certain amount has been set aside 
and the legacy will be left in my time. It is 
an impol'tant road to the people of Udi 
Nonh because it traversed virtually all the 
clans in Udi North . 

fVIt· Speaker. Sir, I was telling the 
House that all the Com mittees should 
wo rk h<ll'd so that work can start in earnest 
espec iall y as it relates to road 
construc ti on. Mr Speaker Sir. it appears to 
me th at this amount provided or proposed 

for 2005 including other fees can be 
realised internally. I believe that if dri ve 
for tax is intensified , up to twenty fi ve per 
cent of the amount needed can be reali sed 
internally. The Members of this House of 
Assembly understudied advanced 
democracy and we saw that more than half 
of their revenue came as internally 
generated revenue and we discovered from 
their system that we, the people agree for 
one person or .group of persons to hold 
power in trust for them , these people that 
have agreed to that arrangement have to do 
something for the government to survive 
and that is what we call taxation. 

We discovered that this taxation is one 
big thing government depend upon to carry 
on for the operations of government~ tor 
protection of lives and properties of the 
citizenry and their economic development 
empowerment. I believe that in Enugu 
State that time has come when we should 
imbibe the legacy for our children and also 
make our country rich by ensuring that 
every taxable adult should pay hi s tax 
promptly without being persuaded to do so 
I believe that we can do thi s in obedience 
to the laws of the land I know that the law 
has it that any tax evader is a criminal and 
any criminal should not be given any 
chance in the society for he should be 
confined until he learns how to behave. 

In this year 2005, we should agree to 
bring to book anybody who commits crime 
against the State. I believe that without 
money these projects cannot be carried 
out; without money there is no way thi s 
proposal will work, and this money can 
only come when the people who want it 
make their contributions. 
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M1· Speaker. it is based L) n this that I am 
appealing ro the House that certain ways 
of ensuring that these laws. especially the 
lavvs of taxation, is carried out and obeyed 
by the people. should be formulated. 

/~!so. the sect ion that dea ls on Daily 
Star is heart warming. because this Budget 
of kgac y is going to bring legacy in 
Enugu State. information wise. because 
whe n it is implemented to the letter Daily 
Star is going to shine da ily. I am happy 
that the Enugu State Broadcasting Service 
is reall y trying, giving the circumstances 
under which they operate. circumstances 
of im1clequate training fnr members of 
staff 

It is on thi s issue of inadequate training 
of statl of the number one media 
organisation for the State, the Enugu State 
Broadcasting Service (ESBS). and the call 
for proper ad herent to ou r taxation laws by 
the citizemy, that I call on Members ofthe 
State House of Asse mbl y to please pass 
the ~005 Appro priati on Bill into law. 
Tha nk vo u. 

Deputy Leadet· (Mr Anikvve) : Mr 
Speaker. my cont ributi on will not be more 
than n minute. The essence of Budget is 
the collect ive and cohesive views of 
changing the I ives of the people for better. 
We \-viii recall that the 2004 Budget to the 
best o l· our knowledge and my knowledge 
has a ve ry high percentage of 
imp I e 111en ta ti on . 

Giving this Budget a passage will 
equ:lll) enable the Govem () r to tackle all 
the projects he has at hand . It is in view of 
this th:1t I am also noting the fact that the 

various Standing Committees ofthe House 
wi ll have a good job to be done as it 
affects their own Comm ittees. Invariably, 
it appears that most of the jobs as required , 
even if it is not called debate, can now 
come under the Committee level. 

In view of thi s. Mr Speaker, may I now 
mo ve that further debate on this Bill be 
deferi·ed , and then you will use yo ur good 
offices to commit the Budget to the 
various Committees to enable them start 
work. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion as 
moved by the Deputy Leader of the House. 

Question put and agreed to . 

That further debate on the 2005 
Appropriation Bill accordingly delerred to 

a later date to be determined hy the Rules 
and Business Committee of the House. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
having deferred further debate on this BilL 
I wish to humbly refer this 2005 
Appropriation Bill to all the relevant 
Committees of the House. That is to say. 
that Education Committee, for instance. 
will handle all the aspects that concerns 
Education . Commerce and Industry 
Committee will handle all the Commerce 
and Industry aspect as contained in the 
Bill. Likewise other Committees. I would 
like each Committee to prepare Reports on 
their Budget defence and hand them over 
to the Chairman House Committee on 
Finance and Appropriation for final 
presentation to the House . 
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<1111 <t ware thnt we do not have much 
tim e ~h Chri stmas is fast <lpproaching. We 
have tLl do om best to see how far we shall 
go be l\) re Christmas. On that note. I am 
givi11~ the var ious Committee Chairmen 
one week to fini sh their l ~udget defence 
<t nd rctmn S<lme to the Chairman. House 
Clllt lnittce nn Fina nce an.d Ap propriation. 
l\'l 1· 1·unl1er deliberation. Th .tnk yo u. 

ANNOUNCEJ\11 !~NT 

Canteen 

l\'1 r Spea ker: 
I. I ,.vish to inform hon. Members 

that we ha ve a functional 
cnntee n now. So . I use this 
op ponun ity to L·a ll on those of 
us who may wi ~ h t o ha ve their 
meals or entel"t<lill their visitors 
to do so at the canteen just 
downstairs. 

-, 

Message 

. Honou rable Co !le:.ogues. I have 
<I message fnr y<lll on the rising 
nl' the House in my ofnce. It 
will not last lll Ll l'e than two or 
three minutes. Tll8nk you. 

ADJOURNM FNT 

Ll'ader: fVIr Speake r, Si r, may I move 
that this ho nourable Huuse do now 
,td_j t,lll 'll till Tuesday. 14111 lkce mber. 2004 
<ll j () <t. lll. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oj i River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I am standing to second the 
Motion for adjournment, as moved by the 
Leader. Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to . 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn ti II Tuesday, 14111 December, 2004 
at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly a! I p .m. 
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!-lOUSE OF ASSF-:MBL Y 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Monday. 13'17 Decemher. 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker 111 the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

iVl r Speaker: Honourable 
Co lleagues. before this House are our 
Votes and Proceedings No . 43 for 
Thursday. 9111 December. 2004. I have 
gone through them and found them to be 
very correct. However. I call for your 
comments. Thank you. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir. I have as well gone 
through our Votes and Proceedings of 
Thmsday. 9111 December. 2004 and found 
them to be correct. I, therefore, move for 
the cicl option. Thank you Sir. 

Deputy Whip (Mr D. 1. Agbo) : 
Thank you. Mr Speaker Sir. I have risen 
to Second the Motion as moved by the 
hon. Member for Awgu South (Mr 
Mwluuhu) 

Question p ut und agreed to . 

J.'otes und Proceedings ol Thursday ,,, . 
9 December. 200-J accordingly 
odnpted 

MESSAGE FROM HIS 
EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR 

OF ENUGU STATE, 
DR CHIMAROKE NNAMANI 

Government House , 
Enugu. 

1 O'h December, 2004 

Re(' GHS/ 123/ Vl!l/ 1 08 

Th~.: Han. Speaker, 
Enugu State House ol Assembly. 
Enugu. 

Dear Sir, 

RE. APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF 
JUDGE OF ENUGU STATE 

I reler to your letter Ref No. 
ENHA/5/CA/41/ VOL.IV/22 dated 19'17 

October, 2004, informing me of the 
resolution of the House of Assembly not 
to confirm the appointment of Hon. 
Justice R. C Agbo as the new Chie f 
Judge of'Enugu State. 

Consequent upon the above, the National 
Judicial Council revisited the 
nominations submitted earlier by the 
State Judicial Service Commission in 
respect of the remaining candidates und 
recommended hon. Justice I A. 
Umezulike to me f or appointment as the 
new Chief Judge ofEnugu State. 

In the premise and pursuant to section 
2 7 (I) of the 1999 Constitution of the 
Federal Republic ol Nigeria, I hereby 
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l im, un.l the name of the said Han. 
.Just ice /. A. Umezulike of the Enugu 
Suit' High Court f or the m nsideration of 
the Honourable Ho use f or the 
vou fi mwrion of h is appointment as the 
//('' ' ( 'hi c!(.!udge o/Enugu State. 

I l'n ,'iwe here11'ilh the .1u id le tter fi'·om 
the .\ ut ionul J udicio! Council for y our 
guitfunce. 

11'/ii /,· expecting un expc.:dite action on 
this. jJieuse uccept the o.1 <urances of my 
highest regords 

Sgd 

CJ-/1,\/AROKE NNAMANI MD 
( ju,·cmor o{ Enugu S tore. 

L .:a dcr (Mr A nichulni u) Mr Speaker 
.-.; ir. 1 11 ~1 : I move that the Message from 
the' Clovernor of Em1 ~~ u State, Dr 
Chi mmuke Nnamani. be· accepted for 
im med iate considerati ll ll by this 
honourable House. 1 hank you. Sir. 

i\·l r E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
i\ll r Spea ker Sir. I have 1 isen to second 
th~ l'vlntion as moved by the Leader. 

i)uc.: .\1 ion put uml ogrecd lo. 

Leader: Mr Speaker Sir. the Message 
tll I I is E:--:ce lkncy. the Governor of 
l ~ nu~u State which is before this 
honuma bk House is only~~ new message 
un t l~~:.· ground that the issue which this 
Ho us~:.· do firml y objectL·d to , has now 
i.: l\lll l ' fO I' co nsideration . rvlr Speaker, Sir, 
i 11 ~ ~ ll <t scent democrac \. we have to 

understand that no one arm of 
government operated in isolation. Based 
on information available. sooner or later 
the three Anns of government which is 
the Judiciary will soon have a vacant 
position of the Chief Judge of Enugu 
State. 

The Executive, the Legislature and 
the Judiciary must not be left in a 
vacuum. They should be all owed to exist 
with each of the arms of government. 
otherwise, democracy will have some 
little bit of problem. It is in this vein that 
finally the National Judicial Council has 
recommended that Hon. Justice I. A. 
Umezulike be confirmed as the Chief 
Jud ge of Enugu State. I am urging bon . 
Members to please take immedi ate 
consideration from the point of view that 
our nascent democracy has to move on 
smoothly. If this message is considered 
by this honourable House, it will mean 
that this system is continuous as it should 
be. It is ii1 this vein that I am appealing 
that my bon. Colleagues should please 
confirm the appointment of Hon. Justice 
I. A. Umezulike as the Chief Judge of 
Enugu State as submitted by His 
Excellency. Thank you. Sir. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, when you were reading the 
message from His Excellency. you also 
mentioned that there was a letter from 
the National Judicial Council that will be 
guiding this House. I don't know 
whether it will be out of place to make a 
request that the letter should be read to 
the House so that we will be properly 
guided in our legislature. 
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\:, S peaker: Oka) . I do not see 
:111 1 t hi n~ \\TOng with th~ 1t if the House 
11 ~ ~~ w, !"Ill' to read the k LLer from the 
Ntt tit liWI Judicial Cou111.il which was 
wri tt ~..·11 to the Governor. And he made 
reference to the letter for uur guidance. I 
can go <thead and read it. The letter was 
:<clcll \: -; scd to the E ~ ec uti 1 e Governor of 
1 -: nll ~tl '-;t~He. 

A.ppointment of Chief Judge 
of Enugu St<lte 

I 11 ish lo rej'er /o )l OW Ieifer Rel No. 
( J/-/1-. _1n of F!'"1 (Jc!oha. 200-l The 
uullti !! <lt iun hr the .!t i<liL-iul Service 
( 'utu,ui_,, ion uf Enugu .'l!Uie j(;r !he 
tth u 1\ i//t' /1/ ioned jJ0.\'1 wu 1 rt.:considered 
'li .. · .. \ uiionul .Judiciul ( ouncil o/ its 
. . I . I I I I '''" I 9'" lll l't ' / i/1,'!, II ' 1/(' 7 I I'UI' ?e (. U/7 o (.//1(, 

/)(•, ('tllha. ]00--1 

7he S!Ui e House uf Assembly in 
ltn f}() \ 1 er under the I (Jr.) (_} Constitution 
decir./,·r.l nul to confirm /II(' uppointmenl 
ut .11!.\tin· /( C .~Jghu w !he new Chief' 
.lur./g(' uf Enugu >;lute The Notional 
luu·:_ ,·,tl ( 'out1l ·il t' :'l'i.liied the 
II U!IIIilU I!on suhmilted eurlier by the 
.ludiciu l .\'e/'\' ice ( 'ommissiun Since Han. 
.lust,.,. 1. .1. L '111e::uluike ;, the senior to 
/·lu ll .Ju.11 ic l.! E Ne ho umung the 
re!l t<llt lill':!, cunr.lidu!es 1/tJ IIIinO!ed. und 
ll us :'u/;tci !he cundidu!<' jJI'I.! /erred hy 
tilt· .iudir..iul Sr.: t'l'ice C 'u tll/7/ission. the 
\ , ,-,_, , ::r-' ./udiciul C 'ounc i. in exacise of' 
i1.1 eull' l' t '.l' under .\eel ion _o - I sub sedion 
I. Jh rrugruph :: I of pw 1 / of' 1 hi.! 1'' 
Sclll· ,lu!t· of' I YYY Conslil ul ion dec ided to 
recommend Lo His Excellency, Han. 
//!If ! _ .· I ."/ Ume:uluike jur oppointment 

as the Chief' Judge of' Enugu Slut e. T/11.! 

oppoin/menl is subject to c·on/irmation of' 
rhe State Assembly of' Enugu State ct.\ 
provided by the l Y9Y Cons! i lui ion That 
is the letter. Thank you . 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I have enough reason to 
support that the request from Hi s 
Excellency, for the acceptance of the 
nomination of the Hon. Justice I. A. 
Umezuluike be confirmed on the 
following grounds: In the first instance. 
this House has always stood for harmony 
in all the various Arms of Government. 
We are happy that the State House of 
Assembly is in harmony. because \-'>'e 
have an hon. Speaker who all the 
Members love. and so there is peace. We 
have in the Executive a Governor who is 
doing the will of the people and who is 
obeying laws passed by this House. And 
so, the Executive is in harmony; and so 
progress is going on. In the Judiciary 
also, there is need for this harmony to 
exist, so that we get the best of the 
Judiciary in Enugu State. 

From the letter sent to the Executi ve 
from the National Judicial Council. it is 
clear Mr Speaker, that the tirst choice or 
Enugu Judicial Commission is Hon. 
Justice l. A. Umezuluike . And this is 
obtainable even In an advance 
democracy that Justice do face election. 
In our country the tirst form of the 
campaign elections is to be selected by 
their colleagues they are going to work 
with. Since the Enugu State Judicial 
Service Commission, a place where he is 
going to head, chose Justice I. A. 
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limo.uluike and since aiS\l in tradition of 
the Judiciary the t'-''0 remammg 
candidates selected by th e State Judicial 
Commission he is also tlw senior. it then 
Jc)ll ows that by seniority he should be 
~1pp rm ecl : and that by v01e he should be 
approved: and by experience. Hon. 
.lusti cL' I. A. Umezullllke has been 
c1dcl rt'Ssecl by sever81 Newspaper 
pub! icatio ns as an emin ent scholar of 
J u1 isp ruclence. 

l-Ie has been sent to vanous 
clSS i gn ments to represent various 
Comm issio ns outside the High Court, 
whei·L~ he was a Judge . He has also 
1·ect'i ' eel a National award on 
.Jurisprudence. And so . since Enugu 
St,1 tt' is oppo rtuned to have such a high 
pLicL.'cl .I ust i ce in the Stall' Judiciary, and 
sincl· hL· has been recommended by hi s 
Cullc· e~g.LicS and is accepted by the 
N ~Itiu n <11 .I uclicial Commi ss ion r pray this 
lw 1wu r ~1 hl e House to do .Justice to this 
rt'qu~..-s t hy Hi s Exce llency. the Executive 
C!u1 c·mor of Enugu Stak. by approving 
hi s 1wminee for appointment as Chief 
.ludgL' ll l' cnugu State. Th~ i llk you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) . Mr 
S pe~IktT Sir. I ri se to contribute to the 
requt'St by Hhi s Excellency for the 
~.:unli m1ation by this hOil llUrable House, 
lli. fVIr Ju stice Innocent A. Umezuluike as 
the 11l''" Chief Judge of I :nugu State. In 
tilL' l-1 1·st insta nce. we sh( ll\lcl recall that 
tlw present chief Judge will be retiring 
lOLh~. In Judiciary ~ 111d even in 
gu1 L'! Ilme nt. there is n(l Const itutional 
Jl l\11 is ill11 for vacuum. ;\ ncl it behoves 
this l1\111n urable House 11 hi ch saw the 

I. -

need for unity of purpose, unity of 
togetherness, unity of understanding. in 
rejection of the first nominees. It will 
now be a recognized fact that thi s 
honourable House as the clearing House 
for any such appointment will rel y on the 
Constitutional provisions as regards the 
issue before us. Mr Speaker. just like the 
last speaker said. the Judiciary is a 
Constituency of its own. As a 
Constituency of its own. it demands. for 
instance, you recall in some of the 
newspaper publications, the office of the 
Chief Judge of Enugu State or the office 
of the Chief Judge of a State is no more 
primarily on seniority. 

If you recall that the Nigerian Bar 
Association in one of their recent 
meetings, the immediate past President 
of Nigerian Bar Assoc iat ion and Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria made it clear that 
Seniority is no more a factor , so to say. 
in appointing such a person. In other 
wards, he appointment of Chief Judge is 
more political now. Just like my 
immediate Colleague has just said as a 
Constituency of its own, the State of high 
Court Judges and some other few 
individuals appointed to it as provided by 
law, we have somebody who is more 
suitable, who is more qualified. who is 
more co-operative to help the Judiciary. 

fn Enugu State, we ha ve much 
· cordiality conviviality existing betwee 11 
the three arms of Government. That 
cordiality and conviviality existing will 
not be allowed to be truncated and 
frustrated by any other means in terms of 
appointment of a Chief Judge. It wi ll be 
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,t tl ~lbh~:.T<ttion of this cordiality and 
con viv i<~lity to now begin to appoint 
somebody who will not he able to carry 
along his people. As a consensus of his 
UI·Vtl. <1 Chief Judge of that nature should 
he <tccc:ptc:d by his Colleagues first of all 
and then made available~ being self­
centrc:d should not exist. The person 
must h~11 c been e:-.;posed. ~ 111d disposed to 
wu rk with his Co lleague:-. before he can 
tlOI·I :1ssume the positil lll of a Chief 
.I udg l:.' . 

The: issut' of not being approachable 
li t· such " distant persutl to head the 
.Judiciary. a corporate independent arm 
of cl Government. will be contrary to the 
cordiality and conviviality existing in 
Enugu State. It is only 1-vhen we have 
pe<:tu:' ~mel have it abundantly too, that 
the Statt' can move forward . So. l call on 
my Co lleagues to recognize that their 
1·\ isc' decision earlier on this issue has 
thlW made it possible !'m us to have 
-; lll lll'hPdy 1vho has been tested by his 
. , .. : .. ,tgu,:s. wlw has b,·e tl recognized 
<ttld ~tppruve cl by hi s Colleagues to carry 
tlk't ll ,tlllllg_. The honouru hle House will 
be ,1\1ing her duty by recognizing the fact 
~md approv ing the Gover tlor's nominee. 
It is un this note that I call on my 
CG I !c:~1 gues to now consider and confirm 
the ,tpplli ntment of .J ustice Innocent 
L! tl1 c::tuluike as a new Chier Judge of 
[nugu State. Thank yo u. Mr Speaker. 

IVlr .J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Spt'~lker. it is very clear since its 
tncc·ptton that Enugu State Judicial 
Sc:n icc: Commission is in solidarity with 
.lusttu: .\.I. lh\azuluike tl. uugh!er). 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Oji River (Mr Obidinma) said 
Uwazuluike. It is a slip of tongue. The 
name is Umezuluike. 

Mr Obidinma : Thank you for the 
correction. Mr Speaker, like I was 
saying. only the space can .i udge the 
events. Now, they have spoken and it is 
clear that it is only his mates that can 
judge him first. They know the person 
they can work with, they know the 
person they are in harmony with. they 
know the person that can move the 
Judiciary services forward . 

Mr Speaker_ the House of Assembly. 
as a balancing force in democracy is 
supposed to be doing the best thing by 
upholding the nomination of Justice A. I. 
Umezuluike. Having said this, it is my 
wish and prayer that this House do 
consider the nomination of .l ustice 
Umezuluike as Chief .Judge of Enugu 
State because nature abhors vacuum. Mr 
Speaker having heard from many 
speakers, I don't think it is wise for us to 
continue to debate on this matter . May L 
therefore, move that the Question be put. 
Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, I am using this opportunity to 
thank my Colleagues to expedite action 
on the confirmation of A. I. Umezuluike 
as the Chief Judge because from the note 
read before the House it seems that the 
letter of the Governor is in harmony with 
the letters from the National Judicial 
Cc uncil appointing the said person as the 
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Chief Judge. That being the case we 
don't have any other problem because 
the State Judicial Services Commission, 
in their own VISIOn has Justice 
Umezuluike as a person to be the Chief 
Judge of Enugu State. 

Now that the National Judicial 
Services Council has as well confirmed, 
I think we shall be d'oing ourselves and 
then the State a good service by 
confirming the nomination of Justice 
Umezuluike as a Chief Judge of Enugu 
State. 

Justice Umezuluike has held many 
National positions. He was the 
Secretary, National Committee for the 
creation of criminal Law of Northern 
and Southern Nigeria . He was a 
Secretary on the Land use Review Act 
Committee; he was as well a Secretary 
on Interim National Government of 
Constitution Drafting Committee and 
then a Special Adviser to the Han. 
Attorney-General of the r·'ederation. He 
is as well a professor of Property Law. 
Therefore, he is qualified to carry other 
Judges along with him. Therefore, I am 
pleading with our Members to confirm 
his appointment as the Chief Judge of 
Enugu State. Therefore, I move that the 
Question be now put . Thank you. 

Question. That the Question be now 
put, put om! agreed 10. 

Muin Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the honourable House 
do today 13th day o.f December, 2004 

confirm the appointment of Hon. Justice 
A.I. Umezuluike as the new Chief Judge 
of Enugu State. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: 

Meeting 

There will be a meeting of the House 
Committee on Business as follows : 
Tuesday 14th December, 2004 on the 
rising of the House. Members are 
expected to attend the meeting with their 
old and new standing Orders as crucial 
matters are going to be discussed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move that 
this honourable House do now adjourn 
till Thursday 16th December, 2004 at 10 
a.m. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
as moved by the hon. Leader. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do now adjourned till Thursday 16th . 
December, 2004 at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 11 .35a.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERI A 

"' . Thursday, 16 Dece111 her. 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

M1· Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, we 
have before us our Votes and Proceedings 
No. 44 dated Monday. 13 111 December 2004 . I 
have gone through them and to my mind, 
they are correct. However. I call for your 
commems. Thank you . 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South l) : Thank you, 
Mr Speaker, I have equally gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of our last sitting. I 
found them correct. Therefore, I move a 
Motion t'or the adoption. 

Mr .J. Obidinma (Oj i River) : Thank you 
Mr Speaker. the Motion as moved by the 
hon . Member for Enugu South I (Mr Ani) is 
in order. So. I second the Motion . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Vo tes and Proceedings nf Monday, 13'" 
Decelllhc!l' 2004 ucc;ordingly udopted 

PRESENTATION OF A BILL 
THE REVISED EDITION (LAWS OF 

ENUGU ST AJ'E OF NIGERIA) 
AMENDMENT BILL NO. 12, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to Amend the Revised 
Edition (Laws of Enugu State ofNigeria Law 
and other related Matters. presented by (Mr.!. 
N. Anichukwu): the Leader of the House read 
the First time. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, the 
Revised Edition (Laws of Enugu State of 
Nigeria) (Amendment) Law 2004 has now 
been read the First time . 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Thank you . Mr 
Speaker. May I move that the Bill be now 
read the Second time. 

Deputy Leade'r (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker. l have risen to Second the Motion as 
moved by the Leader (Mr Anichulnvu). 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I am very grateful 
that from all indicat ions. integrity of thi s 
House is being held at a high esteem by every 
section of Enugu State. Why I said thi s is that 
in law you do not just say yoLI are making any 
amendment you feel like doing. You do not 
pick up your pen or pencil and alter 'A ' to 
' B'. That is why by my own understanding, 
this Bill seeks to j ust amend the law which is 
in existence by substituting 2003 with 2004. 

Why I sa id this is that it is very necessary 
for us to know that even the Executive who 
sent the Bill does not take this honourable 
House for granted. That is why they sent in 
this Bill for the Bill to take the normal 
process the Bill is supposed to take, not 
minding that it is only changing 3 to 4. 
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!here is no major amendment in this Bill. 
/ I am appealing to my hon. Colleagues to 

:please, understand the amendment not to be a 
n1aJor amendment so that they will give the 
bill the immediate passage it requires. Thank 
you . 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): Mr Speaker, 
the impot1 of this amendment, you will recall 
that sometime this year, we passed a bill . in 
respect of this very subject matter, calling for 
the appointment of a law Revisor. To that 
extent, the Bill was with the intention of 
collating all the laws made so far in Enugu 
State, including the Received English Law 
that was enacted in this' part of the world as 
at 1900 and also pieces of legislations so far 
made by this House. And the law was with 
the view that the appointment of a Law 
Revisor ought to have .at1iculated all the laws 
on or before 3 I 51 December last year, but due 
to administrative bottlenecks, the Law 
Revisor could not articulate all these in the 
meantime . 

Tt is now necessary even to understand 
that in between 3 151 of December 2003 to 
date , that this honourable House has passed 
series of Legislations which, if we do not 
amend this very law, means that while 
at1iculating laws as was really put together 
by the Law Revisor, that the laws made 
between January 1 ' ' to date will not be 
included. It is in this view that it has become 
necessary for us to amend the same Bi II that 
was passed by this honourable House so as to 
incorporate all other laws so far made in this 
State ti II date. 

The Bill not being a contentious one, it is 
necessary for us to understand, as well, that 
some of our High Cout1 laws and even High 
Cout1 Rules are applicable in this State by 
adoption. just like the Stand ing Orders of this 

honourable House at present which is 
currently under review and with the 
amendment of this Bill and with the law 
Revisor promising to publish same laws by 
the first week of next year, the laws of Enugu 
State will no longer be applicable or by 
adoption . 

On this bases, Mr Speaker, I wish to urge 
my Colleagues to really support this Bill as 
the Bill is not a ~ontentious one, .so that we 
just amend the 2003 as mentioned in the Bill 
to read 2004, so that we incorporate all other 
laws made so far. Thank you . 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, I understand that this Bill is for 
mere amendment of an . existing law. 
According to the Mover, he said that the Bill 
is not contentious or any other thing, but still 
our purpose here is to make good laws to 
govern the people. This Bill for amendment is 
a Principal Law; to delete 2003 and insert 
2004, then another one says, for the s"ame and 
each of the preambles, Sections 1 ;. 2, 3 (i) .and · 
(ii) paragraph one of the schedule. I do not 
have them here. Th~y ~re not attached here; 
do I know whether this amendment says 
dissolve this House of Assembly, then I will 
dissolve myself and go. 

Chief Whip: On point of Order! Mr 
Speaker, it will be very, very unfair for a 
Member to claim ignorance or not being 
aware of the law that has been passed 
personally. This same law was passed by this 
honourable House and every Member 
accordingly has a copy. It was referred to a 
Committee who screened the Bill and came 
out and the House adopted it. So, let us not 
create the impression that we passed a law 
without knowing the content of it. There i;; no· 
way one would have expected that the copy 
of a Bill that was passed by this honourable 
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House which constructively, all of us ought 
to have a copy, and I believe all of us have 
copies of it, and we would now say that we 
do not know when we passed such law. That 
is not nice, please. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you Mr Speaker, 
law does not .. . 

M•- Speaker: Honourable Deputy 
Speaker, let me ask a question. What is the 
purpose of this amendment B iII that is before 
the House? 

Leader: Mr Speaker, if we look at the 
Section the Deputy Speaker has just read, the 
purpose of this Bill , as contained in 
paragraph 3, the Principal law, is hereby 
amended as follows: (a) by deleting 2003 
wherever it appears in the fo llowing and 
substitut ing the same with 2004. The Section 
the Deputy Speaker mentioned here is not 
Section. 

Mr Speake•·: Honou rable Colleagues, 
with clue respect, this Bill we are trying to 
amend: we are not amending the whole Bill. 
We remember that we passed a Bill here 
giving the Law Revisors the authority to 
revise the laws of Enugu State up to 2003 . 
From 2003 to date, thi s honourable House 
has passed other laws, and if we do not 
remove 2003 and insert 2004, it now means 
that vv hen we come back in 2005, we will 
now talk about amending thi s year's own, but 
the moment we delete 2003 and inseti 2004, 
the B iII we now pass wi II cover between the 
date unknown to 2004. 

So, I think the argument the Deputy 
Speaker is canvass ing should not be a 
problem because like the Chief Whip said, 
thi s Bill was passed by th is honourable 
House not long ago and we are all aware of 

the content of this Bill. So, I sincerely believe 
that we should go ahead and get this Bill 
passed and in view of this, I uphold the point 
of order raised by the Chief Whip (Mr Odo). 

Deputy Speaker: Question! Mr Speaker, 
you are the Presiding Officer, so I agree with 
your rule, but we are speaking before the 
public . l am amending a law, and l am not 
against the law, but let me know where I am 
amending. If you say that Nigerian 
C.onstitution, Section 28 said such and such 
for example, then you quote the section and 
we see it. 

Now, I do not see that section you are 
talking about, I am not against the 
amendment if we have the Principal Law 
now, because in this very Bill it is said 
remove and insert. This is my question, I am 
not contesting anything, but immediately you 
touch anything in law you must have to quote 
the Section. Law does not need anything 
emotional but facts. Now we are talking 
emotionally and not factually, part of the law 
should be quoted and this is my point. 

Mr Speaker: Well, bon. Colleagues, this 
is democracy where everybody is allowed to 
say his mind. If this honourable House do not 
mind, we can go on and I assure you that we 
are making arrangement to get the Bill. We 
have noted the request, so we can go on since 
I have directed people to get the Principal 
Law so that we can read that particular 
Section we are talking about. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to make my own 
contribution to the B iII before us . If you have 
a closer look at the content of the B iII where 
the Speaker posed a question to the Leader of 
this House on the primary intention of the 
Bill, to my own mind the Bill is never in 
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contention, the Bill is primarily seeking to 
include a kind of arrears uf laws already 
made by thi s House; to include those arrears 
of laws made by this House from January to 
date. And· if we do not make SLtch 
amendment of changing the _laws of 2003 and 
2004, it means that all the good laws we 
made for this year will still be affected by as 
applicable. 

So, I think the essence of the law is not a 
major change when we say that every other 
place in 2003 law appears. it has to be 
amended to reflect 2004. The principal law, 
in my own mind , is primarily when we pass 
it either seeking the House fo r approval to 
enable the State Government to appoint the 
law revisors. so that the essence of Anambra 
State law as applicable here will come to an 
end; and that is what we are saying. We 
cannot make thi s law appointing a law 
revisor and_ none has been done, now we will 
begin to refer to the laws we made in January 
to December this year as applicable again. 

So, I think thi s Bill is primarily seeking to 
now inc lude the 2004 laws made by this 
honourable House wh.ich wi II now be the 
laws that wi II check-mate every other laws 
coming from 2005 and for ever. So. I do not 
think that there is a very big change in the 
content of the principal law, so to that effect, 
Mr Speaker. I believe sincerely that we will 
go ahead and put the Question that the Bill be 
now be read the second time. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, [ 
si ncerely believe that this thing does not 
require much debate; it does not require over­
floggin g because what we require is just to 
delete 2003 and inse11 2004. So, it is not a 
big deal but for record purposes, although. I 
have noticed what the Deputy Speaker said 
about the principal law so I think I have to 

read the principal law _ right now so that 
everybody will be carried along. 

Deputy Speaker: We have a Motion 
before the House, Mr . Speaker, or are you 
using you r discretion as the Speaker of the 
House0 

Mr Speaker: I have done that already . . . 
(Laughter) 

Okay, now this is the principal law. I read , 
they said in Section 7( I): 

'The revised edition shall he 
completed and printed soon afier the 
appointed date and the lct¥1' revisor 
shall as soon as the revised edition is 
completed transmit four copies 
there(~l to the A ftorn ey-Generul who 
shall j i)rthwith submit s-~11ne to . tht• · 

Governor for identification. · . . 

And the Bill is saying that anywhere we 
see 2003, please inset12004. Is that okay? All 
right, is that okay my Deputy Speaker? 

Several hon: Members: It is okay. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, a Motion 
is on the Floor, put the Question . 

Mr Speaker: You have to move that 
Motion again because it has been overtaken 
by event. .. . (Laughter) 

Deputy Leader: Thank yo u. Mr Speaker. 
you know that democracy must be practised . . 
hav ing demonstrated as the professional 
presiding officer, may I now call you r 
attention, M r Speaker ·that the Question be 
now put that this Bill seeking amendment be 
read the Second time. · 
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( !. . 'tirJII . Thut the Que.11iu11 he now put. 
' t.c;l'c'<'cllu 

f\ 1<1 111 <:._)uestion p ur and il,!.!l'eed to . 

IJ il / " ccurclingl\ · read a ,c,·,c;ond Tim e. 

i\·i r Spea k er: Honourabk Co lleagues, the 
.ii i :.· :nnend rev ised editillt1 lavv of Enugu 
; t;llc .• :· N ige ri a 2004 a1 1cl o ther related 

.tt •. . ti.J\t' Jlll\ \ been re<J u for the Second 

.JJI ' , 1~ : 111k yo u <Jtld God bk ..; s yo u. 

cl \'1' : l'v1r Sp..:: t k~:r. nHl ' I move that the 
... lli""\l l ve itscli' int . the Comm ittee 

11 .. ;·"' k ll l.1USe 1\.l r the ..:onsiclerati on of 
.!l L' 1 ' . ! h,·r·\lt·c rh is honnura b 'c House. 

'' i ,., ( ·. Ene h (U di Soutl ' 1: M r Speaker, I 
1:->L ,. ·.u:nnd the Moti on ;; , moved by the 

. c:J l!, , .!thi s House . 

',, '! tJ II II/ II u11d ugreed u . 

T . . . :<.[ VISED EDlTlO i'./ (LAWS OF 
: . ~~LfGU STATE OF l\ lGERIA) 

.· \ \I LNDMENT BILL NO. 12 2004 
( ' l 1 ' . -:11 lF RED IN THE C< lfVIM ITTEE OF 

I Ill WH OLE H< il JSE) 

il c·:d,L·r : II\J I Iillll·;~ h l . Co ll eagues. let 

· ' -I Jhllll' hl<~ctnh 11L Ci tat ion. 
'' :1. · ll··-·tJ1L' J1t Date and let us move 

I J'<II '' ·1 \ ( 1 rht· boch ofrhe B i l l. 

! l . th<.:' Jl rincip <il 1<1'' is amended as 
:1 .. 

1 · · h' del et ing ·:2 () 1' ) · w hereve r it 

appears in the r·(·lluw ing and by 
. ..; uhst itul in g S<l mt· w ith "2004 '' 

( i ) cla uses 7,8 of the 
prea mb le·: 

(i i) sect ions 1.2.3,( 1)ancl (2) 

( iii) paragraph (I) of the 
schedule and 

( iv) explanatory notes 

As amended, ordered to stand part uj'the 
Bill. 

Title and Enactment agreed to 

Commencement elate I 5'1 ~ /:! {}{}-/ 

Interpretati on ugreed to 

l\1r Speaker resumed the Choir 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) Mr Spea ke!'. Si1·. 

may I move that the Bill. as amended. he nm., 
read a Thii·d time. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Ud i South ): Mr Speaker. 
Sir, I rise to second the Mot ion . 

Quesriun pur and ogreed to. 

Bill accordingly reod the Third fi171 e and 
passed 
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Mr Speaker: Honourab le Co ll e:1gues. thL· 
law to amend the Revised Ed iti 011 ( 1<1 11 " I 

Enugu State of N igeria ) (Ame ndment) 13111 

No. 12 2004 and other rele\'u nt ll1<1lteJ· ~ h:1" 

noVv been read a Third ti me. "lo that encl. Lllc 

Bill is now passed. I vvish to tha nk yo u all fen 
yo'ur co-operati on. effo rts and und e1 standing. 

May God bless you all. 
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O I<.I)ER OF TH I DAY 
I III·. [ NLIGU STATE OF '\! IGERI A 2005 

.\ PPROPRIATIO:'< BfLL 

' \I 111 l l l RNED DEBATE , >N SECON D 
READING (9/0 ~ '04) 

I _, :,d er (1\/r Au ichulnFu) iV!r Speaker Sir, 
II <I' 1 111uve that the B iII he now read a 

·· ~· (<ll l <i ti 1ne. Thank you. 

Dv,l\11\ LeadtT rMr /' ~Juikwe): Mr 

1
)L' :h .-;· \ir. I ha1 e ri sen to :';eco nd the 
\, .t . , .~., tllu l ·ecl b1 the Le;~ ,! L·r. 

(_ li: •·-"iull jill/ U/1(/ ugn:ed u 

'\ 11 Speaker: 1-l onour:J:l le Co lleagues . 
• HI ,., · i I rL·ca II rhm there has 1een a debate on 

t. i:-. ; ', !i discussi ng the gen< ;al princ ipl es of 
. i~c· ~.ill _'i f\l) j)i'Opr iat ion B i.l - merits and 
lc tll\.:t ils .. ~\ lot o l' y ou ha v,· spoken. May I 

l\ 111· IL 1' L' the pri v il ege to c:i II those of you 
i1 :11 l1:11.: no t spok en to cl o su nnw. 

!\It .J. Ob idinma (l ) ji-Ri ver): Mr 

.;Jl L' :tl,, 1·. 1 <I ill stanclitlg tu SUjlpmt the Budget 
.,· I .L·c: x\ . 2005. M r Spe:d,,_·r. <1 good start 
., ~. , ·· ., hrit1gs g<)l)c\ result Th is budget of 

. g:t, . , ;, gnllCI beginning j', 1· )'e:l r 2005. M r 

f1L';Jk,J·. I :1lll suppuning th e Gill w·ith many 

:1 ... ,: . \ griculture -- iVIr '> peaker. that of 
· ~t \ ":r " :h <lhout 1·esearc li inru agricu lture 

II• '>!:tiL' I hi " )Car·s ' rudget is about 
:111. !lt l ' res ull ,11' tll\l ' · re .search into 

,-,,d ,., ,;, I I). Sll ttlli11C'.li:ttL' i_. i t is passed it 

li llie: r''''" l~ll- Jlll: :tnd Vl.HI , .1 our tables. - . 

' i l11·1t l 'ummn(t' :t 11CI i 11du stry - Mr 

--; pt· :il,,·t. tod<ly . govemmen 1. co mpanies are 

' ,· i1 1~· : •l l tl lllerci:tli zecl . The huclget is about 
•, h JJ;, t1i 11g tile State C\\ : tuge industries 
l ·,· l,l t~ ._,ltll JlltTci<tli zat ion . T il l' Jl. M r Speaker. 

tit, , ,1udgc1 is pa :;secl. a lt11 \)!'sa lary arrears 

owed ENA DEP workers I·V ill be c leared 
because a lot of money was budgeted fo r it. 
Land transport - Mr Speaker, it is Ill) prayer 
that thi s budget w ill be passed ro enabl e 
Ndiabor-Okpanku-Mpu road to be 
constructed so that agr icultmal products c<1n 
be transported to the urban areas. Education­
last year ten primary schoo ls were renovated 
in each local govern ment. It is my p1·ayer th ar 
this year more w ill be cl one. 

In fo rmati on - Mr Speake r. actu<Ji i). I <1111 
of the v ie vv that the budget all ocat il'll " as Jl\lt 
good enough. Dail y Sra r. the ti tm · " e ''ere 
there, was nothing to write home ahl1Ul. Th is 
time around. onl y Two M illi on Na ira was 
budgeted for it. So I am afraid i t can not lxing 

Daily Sta r to life. T herefore. I want to appeal 
to the Committee concerned to do someth ing 
about it . Mr Speaker we all k110W that budget 
is about planning for the future. I do nut 
intend to talk much. Last yea r' s budget wa s 
nor well app li ed . It is my hope that thi s 
year 's budget will be well applied On that 
note, I appeal to hon . Members at Committee 
levels to expedite action so that thi s year' s 

budget w ill be passed. Thank you . 

Mr M. Onyeze ( lgbo Eze North I ) [\ l r 

Speaker. Sir. I want to Cl) Jl\J·ibu te tO till· 

debate on 2005 Budget Est i m:1te as pro:selltl'li 
to thi s honourable House by Hi s [ .\ ee l len(). 

the Exec uti ve Govemor of Enugu State 

When that Budget was presenrcd. Hi s 
E:-<ce ll ency did say th at the BudgL·l w ill he 
used as an instrument in achie v ing the State 

po li cy of SEEDS - (Sw te l :conomi c 
Empowerment and Development Strategy. 
He went on to say that it co uld he cln ne 
through the susta ined reducti on of' poverty. 
wealth creation and employment generat ion. 

So why do we not g ive thi s Budget exp 1·ess 
atte.nti on . I have persona ll y sa id th< ll th ese 
goal s were v igorously pursued rhrllugh 
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i nfrastructural development. We all know the 
importance . of roads which got about N2 
Billion Na ira . Sixteen road net works were 
budgeted for. What l am tryi ng to say is that 
if there is road network all over the State, that 
is a way of tackling poverty. If there are 
Rural Electrification all over the State, it is a 
way of tackling · poverty. If water supply 
which got about N600 Million Naira is 
approved, it is a way of tackling pove1ty. 

What it takes when we talk of tackling 
pove rty, we should remember individuals in 
the society. You know very recently the 
whole State has been sensitized on 
Cooperative Societies for both women, men 
and yo ung people. If you go to Secretariat 
about · 500 people have applied to get this 
Micro Credit prOVISIOns. In the rural 
communities about 500 Cooperative societies 
l'\: ist. I ha ve gone through the Budget, there 
is no way any provision was made for the 
Micro Credit. I do not know if this was an 
omission or whether money will come from 
some other places. Otherwise, l will suggest, 
if we are really serious about reducing 
poverty. particularly among the rural 
dwellers, some provisions should be made 
for Cooperative Societies particularly for our 
rural wome n. This is the only way they can 
gain from the mere crux of2005 Budget. 

It is also imp011ant to appreciate the 
innovations in the Budget, one of which is to 
make provision for Nl31 Million for the 
purchase of shares through the privatization 
exercise. wh ich is going· on. This is to enable 
cit izens of this State have the opportunity to 
ouy shares in Federal Government owned 
companies. This is a very good innovation 
which if 1 may suggest, I will say that the 
money should even be increased. If more 
citizens of the State can buy shares in Federal 
Government-owned companies, reputable 

Companies and Banks, that is a definite way 
of tackling poverty because you cannot tackle 
pove11y by counting the amount of money 
you have in your pocket now, but for the 
investment you have made fcir the future. The 
money you are having now can go at any 
time, but if you have invested in these 
companies, you are rest assured that for 
sometime there is hope. So I very much 
support the idea of giving these loans to civil 
servants, plus other public officers so that 
people can participate in this privatization 
exercise. 

I also wish to commend the State 
government for the lower income group loans 
and feeder Housing Estate, an innovation 
where about 324 Flats will be built for the 
medium income level people in this State. 
Such a thing has never happened before. l 
pray that such a thing will be realised during 
our own time, where we shall see up to 324 
families living in government estate. The 
experience of the Federal Government Lower 
Income Group is there, those people who 
benefited from it are now owners of these 
Houses. Infact, that is the only thing they can 
now own in their lives. So I hope that wheri 
this is achieved, it will be of great help and a · 
way of reducing poverty among the medium 
income level people, 

I also feel that . if the designers of the 
building will look at it again, so that the 
building will not be so sophisticated or it may 
not be easy to maintain . Another thing to 
maintain is the sewage facilities otherwise 
over a period of time they will decay. So it is 
better to reduce the height and the 
sophistication of the building, to make the 
number more and the flats less and it wi!l be 
easier to maintain because it will be engaged 
by people like us. So this project has been 
giving us hope. 
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l.i i, ~· tm Col leagues 11 :1 1 e spoken , this 
-, t<ttc· h I i v i ng on eel ucat i, 111. At the last 

" <t t i, H t: il C ounc i I on Ecl u...: arion held 1 n 

\ I i" '''' - 11 e all hea rd ht l\1 the Federal 
, I i n ~e. : _- r -> I. l:,d ucation askt'u other States of 
!te 1-,·,ln:ttion ro go anci enw lare Enug:u State 

_·· IlL'. ;,:I I: un the ~chool 111ca l programme. 
''·•t _,. ~ :tiel i ~ the onl ·· State 111 the 
··: dn:tt iu tt that ts luuk itL· <tt w hat the 

. . tti u .. " ,trt' ea ti ng from primary school 
ic' l ei. llt:tt in i ti at ive is :ttt empowerm ent 

:H .. ·c:t t" '-' 11 is not easy to :dlorcl mea ls to 
•:lt ildt c'tt in primary sc hool:-- . 11· yo u look at 

• tte :Sttl l:,!x·t :tg<tin . YLH t 1.vil l .;ee that we are 
!t:tl it t:' tthl\·e science schoo l-.. I pray that in 

:It ,· tt...: \t Dudget the SciencL Sc hoo ls w ill be 

·1 11·c: ld ttl uther Zllnes bec :t use when it is 

'l 'll'<H I tu cHile r Lones it ' ' til enhance the 
. , <Jrt lin~ ,,r scie nce subjec ts i tt <111 parts of the 
\ t:lk. \ \ 'c are ve ry muclt co nsc ious of 

;,..: tc· :! . .Jttg the Budge t Est i tll ate because the 
kvel 1>1 tncome is ve t·\ much below. 

:tilL· t ,, i,c _ I \1·\) uld have sai, i that we need to 

. t1 rc ;~.l .,,-iL' tt ce sc lwo ls to o tlter zo nes so that 
·11 t, ~·t tl· i'it !'t-lllll it. 

'· "lt,· :tkL·t·. tlt et·L· is tl\l h, .1: IH: re til<lt will 
.1 1 • '· 1' tl\ll lwpp1 1 ,til the ESUT 

l 't'rllt:ttil:'lll si te. In a fev, l ll l lilths time, the 

i\ IT ' :ttlllll iS w ill be lett j', ,, them and they 

'- I ill I: tke back thei r fo rnw t· gl o ry of the 

h1ggL·st sclwu l uf Technu log \ in the country . 

lh:: 11 ill ha ve al l th e · campuses for 

.ltL'll l.-: .·!, L· ~ :md ll'e pray it happens at our 

. 11 n · .. n,· :tttd we can on I: :tc hieve that by 

iil J' r•- ttt~ thl' budget as :.; , ·• lll as poss ible. 
l !!l <'! if illii /1 .1}. 

i\l 1 Sltc·:tkc t·. I sin cere !: plead w ith my 
, ulk: t~ ll~::·s tu cons ider m :~k ing something 
11 :1i l::l .k l'nr miuu phase cr·-·dit loan I'm the 

·t tr:1 l .! l l c' il ns hec:l uSt' it is :1 d irect attac k on 
1 ', ... · 

. ,1 
. : !1, 1 

it 11il l nl <tkL· tltt· p • •· >~· ll\lll1t ll in the 

1,, ll:tll' lllil1et ltin g ' il their puckers 

for trade and food sto rage. That is the way to 
earn their own money: th ey don ' t have 

anything to earn sa laries. they cion · t ha l'e 
supermarkets . If yo u g ive them ten. ten 
thousand Naira it w ill help them w run their 
busi nesses for months or for yea rs and even if 
they are returnin g it afte r some per iod they 
w ill not feel the impact so much. O n thi s 

note. Mr Speaker, I support thi s budget and 
ur~e my hon. Co ll eagues to pass it as qu ickl y 
as poss ible so th at the Chief Execut ive w ill 

continue w ith the good wo rk he ts do ing 1n 
tile State. Thank yo u, Mr Speaker . 

Mr A. Nnadi ( lgbo-Eti ti West): Mr 

Speaker. Sir, I don't intend to stay so long on 
this debate and I do not i ntencl to repeat or re­
echo the reasons adduced by ea rlier speakers . 
I want to introduce a new subject to t hi s 
w hich I know is very relevant to the subject 
matter. I want to let us know that legi slature 

as far as I am concerned, is democracy and if 

there tS no a Legi slature there ts tlU 
democracy. The good peop le uf Enu gu Stnte 

are very . very lucky to ha ve gotten the kind 
of Legi slature at thi s poi nt in time . The 

Leg islature that is not selfi sh: L,egislature thm 
has the people represented at heart: <t 
Leg islature that is not greedy for money . 

greedy fo r any other th ing. Thi s rem inds me 

of a publicati on sometime in the past w here 

the hon. Members of thi s great Asse mbl y 
were described as sleeping Legi slato rs. 

(Interrupt iuns) 

Mr Speaker·: I ci on ' t wa nt the hon. 

Member fo r lgbo-Etiti West ( /vir Nnudir to 
make refe rence to a doc ument he cannot lay 

hi s hands on w hen debate is going on. 

Mr Nnadi : I have a copy ! l\llr Spe<tket·. 
what I wa nt us to kn ow is that I cannot stnnd 

up on th e Fl oo r of the Huuse :tnd make a 

statement I am not hundred pe r ce nt sure nf. 
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Are they believing that we don't confront 
ourselves. we don't confront the Executive 
because we have the people we represent at 
heart and we want to protect their interests. 
Based on this, the people of Enugu State 
shoul d eq ually thank their God for having a 
people-oriented Governor. The Governor that 
has nu other thing as hjs priority other than 
the "elfare of his people and that is why his 
\l pposers are not happy with what he has 
been cloing in Enugu State. 

Looking at 2004 budget. the budget was 
above eighty-five per cent implemented. 
And thi s year ' s budget is a budget of 
complete poverty eradication and budget of 
2004 was implemented by the same person 
who wi ll implement 2005 . I don't think we 
should have fears. He is for the people and he 
is wo rkin g fo r the people. If I may use this 
term. he is the political Jesus of Enugu State; 
politi ca l liberator who makes all 
impossi bilities possible. We do not have to 
go to debate whether to pass or not to pass. 
Of course. we are the protectors of the 
,.,e JI"are of the people by gi ving this budget 
accelerated passage but th ;lt will be after 
-:t·itie<ll nna lys is of different sect ions of the 
budget by differem Commi ttees . Mr Speaker, 
Sir. based on this. I am thanking you and I 
wa nt to rest my case. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigvve): Thank you 
Mr Speaker, hon. Members. We have before 
us the budget of Legacy. The greatest legacy 
nne leaves behind are his good works. The 
IL)Hds ~tn:~ there. \.Vate r, electricity. May I talk 
uf health where the hospitals are being built. 
The legacies we are talking of further is 
poverty reduction that Nigeria is talking of 
that vve are practicing in thi s State. This is 
J-lLWetty reduction that Hi s Excellency is 
goi ng to leave behind.· We il re spending and 
nu r Jlllb li c E'\penditure Milnage ment is one 

of the best. We are spending from Revenue 
road expenditure. ' 

· His Excellency is doing what people are 
emulating and not emulating what other 
people have been doing and that is why John 
C. Maxwell said No pain no gain. In his 1999 
budget, he said . that he has a new vis ion for 
Enugu State. No vision wherever has ever 
been achieved without suffering. That is why 
he has suffered persecution and today he has 
triumphed together with all of us. 

The budget of legacy is laid before us and 
it is left for us whether the course from 1 999 
till date has been of good or bad. If it is of 
good now ladies and gentlemen, hon . 
Members, there is no need wasting time we 
have not been deceived. Therefore we have to 
ff'llow our leader. Delaying the budget means 
delaying his best. So, Mr Speaker I know that 
I may not be quoted .out of context but I know 
that my learned friend is not the one 
presiding. So, Mr Speaker the only place I 
may have to question the budget is Head 459 
where we talked of College of Agriculture 
Akpugoeze, Nkerefi . It is for the good of our 
people, but it must come through the Floor of 
the House and then we pass it accord in gly. 
Again, Mr Speaker, we will continue to pray 
that God guards His Excellency by getting 
very closer through the Non-Governmental 
Organizations. When this administration 
started, I am one of the people who made a 
noise about that and today, they are doing· 
good. Anywhere you talk of. we are paying 
part of our contribut.ions to the NGOs . I thank 
His Excellency in that aspect. 

Again, Mr Speaker, like I have said 
earlier, the Legislature, we are the ones that 
suffered before. when the Army came into 
focus. When 

1055 



Enugu Sture 1-/nuse ofrl s.l"c'IIJhlr Dehc!IL'.' 
/ fl /l ·. ,·mber. _' (II•: ""'IJ '...., _, 

, .. , ,, l•i<lll~ cu Jih: . 11 .:: in su ;. t) LI J · s elv l<~. I$Lit 

.... . _.:, .. 1\ lii'L' ~~ t ill ~ ot· hc:- best i 11 the 

,.,,un:: · t t: d:l) . hecwse we hnvt' ma dc· 1t a 
I <IJ ll il:. The presence of rhe Hou se \l f 

.t·\ssemhly is just to change our lives. This 

Sta te Covemment throu gh His Exce ll ency, 

Dr C hi mMoke N naman i. h<J S chan gee\ ou r 

li n- ~ :11 1d ~ w ish the\· are i1 11plementt' cl No 
l : :.' 1 • : :w Ctl nStJtue ncl 11 il l sutl•,'J :111 Y 

·' ,,·· •' :•J::I: Jd \ :111d !he be ~- ci\.'lllOCI'<ICI 1<; - . 

c' J' ~> II ... 1,·, lll ~ ~~ci;Ji ll1 <ll ;,d\· the k·_::;lc ~ 

l·,uu ::,_ ,_ 1\ lr Speakn. m ore of it is <Jbo ut 

soci:1l dc:-mouacy. 

Tht' ilu! ho r of ·Democrac v Di v idend s· in 

thi -. ·, 1,., ,r tl1e coun t\·~ · i ~ J·e :1cly <111d ''e 

. :.,·· k: 11 rli~.· I)<IS~:J ge n l· '1is huclgt'\ \u I 

;) !·:! :- Il l~ lll ill til·. .'\ pprO!) ! 1:11 itdl 

1 ·, '!" Jill'' 11 ill IIlli was ll:' ' i m~.· to l)n.:,.;c'IH 

l il elr '· •'11'111l itrec:- 's rept)l'f beh,re the H ousl' ~o 
tlldl 11e ,., i ll pa ss it ns ami ,\,hen du e. tvlr 

Spc:-<Jkc:-1·. i 1· yo u permit me, may I mo ve that 

the O ues ti nn be put. Thank )'t) U. 

1\'ir~ C'. Eneh (lJd i South ): Mr Spe;1ker. I 

i1 :11 , ~ ·i,t' J 1 1n g i ~t: nw supp111·t 111 thi s :2005 
i •L"i :1.. p i\: o.c·Jlll'd b} tl ._· li\lvem dr d f 

l ·1lt •. O:' '.t :J ,i:.' ~: l r :--ipc·:1k er. I ,. <Jil l. tO spe:1k -Ll n 

t:·.,_· · : ;; ·J , ,u ~ C: tpi l:il bu Ligeh . I n my 
Cllhlllllt:'IIC\ lld i Soum. the cons truct1 u 11 ~l f 
the ~J"' f\ 1 i.le l.::.he-A no b) -pass to A MA 

Brc \\ cl·~ nuw _!,!.tling Ll ll. In tilt' al·eas or r lll '2ll 

ckc 1:··1'ic:llinn. I ;1111 a l~o h::ppy to ohsc:-rve 

rh: :l •l ""l' Ul l1lJ11lln l l lc:~ 1n Jil\ Cunsti ltl<.:ncv 

;!;•; I . '!LI' .I 

\\ ;,1. 1il i ~ . Mr Spcake1·. , 111 \ lVe tl wt !he 

<_;L~<·-: :. > 1 1 \,v pu l. T lwnk you 

!VI r .J. U. Onoh (Enu gu North ) : Thank 

:·llll fvl r Spea ker I think thai eve rybody has 

been t:ilki ng bout the m erits of the budget. 
N,ll, ut h h:1~ !a lk ecl <lbt) Ut the . !emerits. 

an1 nut <Jctu:dh presiding ~ , , ..... : r Ill!..: 

de ll'!LT i ts o i' th~.· 11t ,d:Cc'l :JL'i th •:::r :!11: 1 : :1 ~! ··::!­
alW• lll the merit ~: , ,j· thv huclge1 l~t: : .,, ,. ·: ·~· 

here to bu ry Cacs:1t· IWI to hai l C1c:-;;1r . Til l ' 

2005 budget is remarkable and actuall y has 

taken a g iant s tri c~ <! a n ~l vva lked the nei"<!ri <lU:-; 

footsteps to precede th e 2004 hucl:ce1. l·;u\ 

Wh t' l·ever rhere is i11 :1 C: lliSt' h:t ~ :l!l·,_·;;tl \ : . ' i • 

ft lt ll ~tl in !he L'lfL· 1 

i);tsed (111 tll;JI ,,1.1\1 tl' the :11\ '<J> '" p,, ... , 

an d dements. I .:;;;1 ,111h _-;;1 \ lll:ii ,,._ \LI.:.i'. - . . 
wh en we have stay ed in our tenurt· <tnd kl't . 
then our character e<ln he v in dicated. A nd kt 

th e end of our IL:.'nme the benefit s tll' !he 

bu tkl'l <l llcl rh l' ~ ~ · ···. ! !hi11_~s 1\'L' k<1 1 ,. hL·L 11 cl 

sh: !ll 1101 l IJI" he I !:-.. :·-· l' !J ' ! IlL· ._. , -- ~· .. .. . 
o.h: :l: II'\ ! ii L' ,, ._!J,, _,.,·.ti.Jl: :; 

\A/ i th 1hat. I l :rk t· 111\ ~e: 11. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): lil <JVt' 

ri sen to co ntribur... w the debate ~)r LhL· :2()05 
bud get estimate . Tht· budget is <1 bu dgl.' l : h:1l 

is uniq ue i 11 n<'l l ure . II is :1 bud ~~er wh c·J·,_·h\ ' i !L · 

CHpil <l l e.\ pellll ittm:· is .~reMer tli cll l t i1c · 

Cll l'l\.'ll l t' .\ j)L::I 'Idiilli'<. l'dp il<li i:-; :1:11 1" .':- •. ·1 

bil lit' n N:JiJ·;l. rLTll iTl'lli·J:-; ln11· in g I u (; :,iJ 1 :1 

N:1ir<1. Th ;lt sho\1' lhL· l , lu J:; 1)1 · 111'.· \ :· .. ·'~ ·•· 

or l ·, ltllgll Sta le. He i:- high!) 111\ e re ~l\::\l Ill lilt' 

infr:lsct ructura l development of the \i<Jie 

which he io. purslli l lg 

.• 1 illll happ~ \\l !'!l lil i i\ (JJ1 IIJL· '" !I• ' , Ji 

lllil1 1lli ~IL-: l lll'il1~ .111d ..:::I ii. 11 hiciJ I.> l ,! JIIl l!,·: ,,<..' 

nnd ll lclu ~ l r\ <lihl ,~-. -.'<>111 111irt vo.:. '' l1i,·l. : , " 

heading. I <111'1 h;qljl\ 11 ith the pr1>1 i :..i;>JI~ 

lll ill k th t' l't'. ()11 !ilL· liilL'i' llill iUI Ii\1 .l i'iilk i iii !' 

c~)ll ip le x w hich <I _, Lilli ,; j' N 4()() ntill idll N:~;r: l 

has been vo ted. dun is okay. if i t is we ll 

handled and imp lemented h-' in c· 

implemen tors. We nc·e<.l that ver\ T1·:Hk :·:,;r 

Cu 1n p lex. I f ir is cnmp letecl. I 11l! ni. · :': c· 
f-:l ( J\V /-\\ 111\cl'll:l ! itl lliil i'r<I Ck J·; Ji l \IiI' 
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he ld there. I give kudos to the Governor of 
[ nugu St:1te fo r that. 

< l11 til~ n~ h a bilitati o n anti reacti vati on of 
111 ust ul · the government-owned industries or 
comp<ln ies. that is very good, because once 
they come on board :mel they start 
!'unci i<' ll in g. the internall y generated revenue 
tl!' th L' St<Jl e will increase an d by the grace of 
,.;lh.i. L. 11L1 gu State will be reco rded as one of 
th e illtit t-;t ri al <Jreas. 

I .1111 l 1~ 1 ppy ag;Jin with th(' outlook of the 
budgl'l 1v he1·e indu strial areas will be 
established both i11 the urban areas and in the 
1·ural ;11·eas. This will now go to enhance the 
i'oc us or SEEDS. which is State Economic 
Empowe rm ent and Deve lopment Strategy on 
sust<Jined poverty reduction, through 
cmpl <l\ mcnt generation and wealth creation. 
Tht· i1t' \l pk at th e grassroot will now have 
"' he rl' tn lay rheir hands on empl oyment will 
he c1·e;ned. 

The AC!a ri ce project s <1 very gigantic 
p1\1jcc1. We \\'e re there !ast 11 me through our 
''V <:.' r'l'<_·i11 g fu 11cti nns ri nd. i11 fact. we shed 
": :1 1·,, i '"·c :n1::. ~· a k1t of mon l·y was in vested 
:li l' l.l' :111 Li the)· are ju st lyin g fallow . For the 
;·, lllh , 11· 1 he pmject now ' ' 11 ich has N20m 
·tlloc <licd 1n it. I wish that the amount be 
l llcJ ·e ;N~ cl to abour N30m so that that project 
' 'ill he· 1·evira li zecl . 

I am happy again that the electricity 
c:-; tenti \1 n network is go in g tovvards other 
<ll't'<l'- 13ut st ill we are looking at the merits 
:111 d Lk 111er i.ts n f the Budget. One aspect that 
iu ucl h:d in e much about th l· Budget is that 
th ere are so me areas or some projects that 
ha ve heen re-occurring. but have not been 
,,l lll eillll\ implemented . Lik e in my Local 
Cjo l't' l ll llle lll. Awgu NYSC Camp, th is time 
h1 ti ll' ~ 1:1ce \1 1· Cod. ·!'thi nk the electricity 

exte'ntion should move there so that th e · 
Carpers will have a lease of life th ere. 

With this little contributi on of mine. I am 
begging the hon. Members to give a good 
passage to the Budget. Thank you. 

Chief Whip : Mr Speaker. I may not need 
to over-l abour ·what has been canvassed by 
my Colleagues. but I wi sh to clra w the 
attention of the relevant Committees wh o wi II 
handle the various segments of thi s Bill t\l 
some issues for those of us who may nnt be 
pri vileged to be there. 

Mr Speaker, all these while we have been 
talking of poverty alleviation in thi s State. 
with a view to reducing poverty. with a view 
to increasing the capac ity ba·se of the 
citizenry of this State . It does not no w reall y 
make sense to allocate a very meager amount 
of money to this very Mini stry th at appe<11·s tn 
champion a very significant issue that cut 
across the entire people of thi s State. 

For instance, if we look at th e Fores try 
Commission , the money all otted to F o n~s try 
Commission is far much bigger than wha t 
was allotted to the Ministry of Poverty 
Reduction. On the iss ue of Educati on. we 
really have to intensify effon beca use it 
appears a lot of segments in the educational 
sector have been lagging behind . For 
instance, the Federal Scholarship Board and 
some establishments, even the Schoo l Mea'! 
Programme has witnessed some shortfa li s in 
the light of lack of implementati on by the I 
wish that the relevant Comm ittees. as ide from 
adjusting whatever that is clue to th e 
respective parastatal (para-Mini stry) should, 
as well, make sure that such money mapped 
out be properly . followed in overs ight 
functions ofthis House. 
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~\' ! 1 Spc<\ker. I wish to use thi s. oppo rtunity 
ttl c~lil 011 th e Ho use Commi ttee on Works to 
~c:e w the im plementation of the Budget as it 
1·e lates to Ukehe-Ak u-Mkpologu road which 
has for some time resorted in side the Budget, 
:1ncl I ' 'i sh that the Committee be kind 
e n o u ~~ h to see that thi s 'as pect of th e Budget 
drt· ii11Jl il-11len ted beca use my Co nst ituency 
J l·e I'L'<1i lv cry ing abo ut it, an d we th ank God 
tlwt it 1:; being re-presented in thi s Budget. So 
we ;1re believing the next yea r' s Budget will 
ma rk the end of th e people' s suffering in this 
part of the worl d. 

Mr Spea ker, I vv ish al so to pray that the 
House Co mm ittee on Yo uth s and Sports be 
le nient t' ll\lllgh to rev iew th e <!I locat ion meant 
1\x Yu uths and Spo rts ' ' irh . res pect to 
Rangers . so that what co uld be described 
ro cl ay. a ll the heroism the Enyi mba Football 
Club has been enj oying is what Rangers 
\ntemutional has enjoyed in the past. In other 
'' ord-, . Ra ngers lnre mation:d at present is 
li1 ino: , 111 J1 <1 St gkwy. ;mel there is no way we 
c<ln SL' t ' rn the end of th is problem aside fi-o m 
i llakin ~ sme that we allnca te quite a 
s ub s t <~lll i a l sum of mo ney in that secti on. 

I eq ua lly wish. to make comment on the 
iss ue of hea lth . I am quite pleased with the 
development in the health sector es pecially 
the buildi ng of Park Lane Spec ialist Hospital 
<l nd nil other programm es embarked upon by 
the Glw emme nt on health, bu t also there has 
heen :1 consta nt neg lect t) n HI V issues. 
\Jeo pk· have come to reali se tha t HIV iss ue is 
not j ust a hea lth issue but a public health 
issue and as such if we make Budget of this 
kind. we should apporti on some aspects of 
the Swre resources to HIV because it has 
tl·emcmltllb effect a lmost t> ll everybody. In 
,, thu 11u rd ~ . if one is not i1 1fected by HIV, 
.111c ,.., A k ctecl co11 Sc iously l''. unconsciously, 

so we have to rea lly give atte ntion to thi s 
aspect. I am therefore urging the hea lth 
Committee to rea lly make an enqu iry and 
have something allocated to thi s sector. 

Finally, Mr Speaker. on th e issue of 
Judiciary, I equall y wa nt to suggest that most 
of th e customary Co urt Judges. that there 
should be a co nsc ious attempt to esta bli shing 
a tra ining fo r them whi ch ought to have been 
in corporated ins id e thi s Budget. Ju stice has 
been deli vered in the Magist rate Courts. in 
the High Courts, in the Court of Appeal and 
in the Supreme Cowi, but what happen in the 
Customary Courts are mere j okes in term s of 
the admin istration of justi ce and I wo ul d as· 
we ll urge the rel evant Committee to estab li sh · 
a med ium through whi ch the Customary 
Co urt Judges will . be rec ruited based u1 1 
profess ionalism and people who can , at least 
deli ver the goods . or in the altern ati ve. 
organi zing a training for the said Customary 
Cou ri Judges. 

In the light of these. Mr Spea ker. I 1-v ish to 
state th at the Budget appears nice if th e 
rel evant Committees are goi ng to do thei r 
work effecti vely so that at the end of th e clay 
the Finance and Approp ri at ion Comm ittees 
will now collate appropriately as it" l·vas 
subrnitted by the relevant Committees . Thank 
you. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, I move · 
that the Questi on be now put. 

Question. That ihe Question he now J>lll 

put and agreed to. 

Main Question p ut and agreed to. 

Bill ucxurdil?gl_v read u Second lime. 
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5. 
() . 

Hon (Mrs) L,:eugwu E. 
Member 
Hon. Obid inma .1 . - Member 
Hon. Ugwu C.- Member 

\\ ~· ~ ~~~ u decided to 'e:\p.!l ld some of the 
~-,llll: l:i t t ct·s to <lccommoti<Jte these our 
l<~ci i es. The follow ing Committees have been 
C:.\ j)CII1dlO' cl: 

I. House Committee on Economic 
Development, C i ' il Serv ice anq 
Labour Matters and we have Hon 
(Mrs) Edith N namani as a 

..., 

' ·'· 

-! 

" 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Member. 
House Committee on Agri culture 
<lncl Natmal Resou 1·ces, Hon (M rs) 

Cl iza beth Ezeugwli. Member. 
!-\ I so Hou se Comm ittee on Youths 
and Sports has equally been 
e.\pandecl w ith 1-l tl n. (Mrs) Edith 
N namani as a Member. 
House Committee on Public 
A ceo u nrs rmcl 
l lo 11 (M rs) 
i'vkmbe1·. 

!\ 111i-Cmru pti ons, 
!'1 incess Ogbu, 

House Comm ittel on Petro leum 
Resomces and Environmental 
Management, Hon (Mrs) Ezeugwu 
1::: 1 izabeth, Member. 
House Committee on Health , Hon 
(Mrs ) Ed ith N nam;mi, Member. 
House Comm ittee on Ed ucation, 
\c ience n ncl Tech ll\1 logy. we have 

l-I on (M rs) Pri ncc: ss Ogbu as a 
Me 111ber. 
House Committee lln Fi nance and 
A ppmpriation, we have Hon (Mrs) 
Pri ncess Ogbu as <1 Member. 

9. House Committee on Commerce 
;111cl ln clusrr ie~ . Htln (Mrs) Edith 
N 1H1mani . Membu 

I "i:'h to request on 8 se r it1LIS note that all 
:he l"ILlinnen should try as ll iuch as possi bl e 

to accommodate their members ve ry we ll. I 
keep on saying at Committee level _ we have a 
quorum before their sittings. I do not want to 
see w here one functions alone. If vou are 
w riting your Report, for instance_ and it is 
one-m an or two-m an Report. I will1wt accept 
it. You have to work w ith yom Co lleagues l \l 

have a balanced Report . If you want to v isit a 
place, you must have to v isit the pl ace with at 
least a quorum of your members . A nd those 
of you that have j ust been made Chairmen. if 
you have any problem, do let me know. If 
you are confused any where, please ask 
questions, we are prepared to guide you. I 
w ill like to have a very short meeting in ill' · 

office tomorrow w ith the fo llow ing: 
Hon . E. Ogbu (Mrs) 
Hon . E. Ezeugwu (M rs) 
Hon. E. Nnamani (M rs) 
Hon . C. Eneh (Mrs) 

ADJOURNMENT 

LeadeJ- (Air .~ uichukl i 'U). 1\ilr Sp L: <Jkc.·l .-..;II . 

may I move that thi s honourab le House dt l 
now adjoum till Tuesday, . 21 " December. 

2004 at IOa.m. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr Speaker 
Sir, I have risen to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreeJ lu. 

Resolved: That the House do now mljt>lli"JJ 
till Tuesday, 21 ' 1 

De-cember, 2004 at I Oa.1JJ 

Adjourned accordingly at J !. 25p.111. 
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1\ 'J, · Spea ker: 1-lt) IWUI"ab k Colleagues. the 
u1u~t1 State uf N igeria 20U :5 Appropriation 
Uill il<l~ finally sailed through the Second 
read in~ . I w ish to e:-;press Ill)' happiness to all 
tlf yuu l(x your WLmderful co11tributions and I 
also'' ish to thank the Clerk t) fthe House and 
Jll th e suppmt ing staff for th eir contributions 
li\ll;mh the Second reading of this 2005 
t-\pp ' '' IJriu tl nn Bil l. Thank vou very much 
.1nd I 11 ish that God w ill Ctl ntii1ue to guide 
\ IHI. !"hank you and God ble ss you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Budget Defen ce 

1\·1 r .\peaker: The HousL' Com mittee on 
~.. IJiL·i'i : li lll \ . Culture and T t> mism will have 
1he i1· l~ucliet Defence tomo1Tnw. Friday. I 7'h 
Dece1nher 2004 by II a.m . J)rompt at room 
225. Ch;lirman·s office . All Members of the 
Committee are invited. signed by the Hon. F. 
:'\mu. Clwirman. 

T ilL· 1-l uuse Comm ittee 01 1 Women Affairs 
:1 11cl S(>cj al Development 1> f Enugu State 
1-inu ~e t\1' Assembl y w ill h<1 ve their Budget 
Defence as foll ows: 

Date: - 201
h December, 2004 

\ \.·n ue: Rt)Om 12. Chairm :lll ·s office . 
l 1111c:- 12nnun . 

"- il \l·: !l l hl.:' rs 1>1· rhe Comm i1 tee are in v ited. 
,, ~ll ui h~ l ilL' l' h;~irlll<IIL Hu1 1 (Mrs) C. Ene. 

Appeal 

1-lonuurab le Co lleagues, l \-I ish to appeal to 
vari ous Committee Chai rmen to try as much 
as poss ible to tum out their Reports and hand 
lhem uv er to the Central HtlUSe Committee 
,1n Fin:1nce and A ppropria t ion as soon as 
J111ssibk: you knuw thm ril e Bill must be 
Jli l:-.:-. ~:·tl hl·l·llrt' the encl or the \ e<Jr. 

And also next week we may likel y he ve:·r: 
busy from Monday. There are expected B i li s 
which require very urgent attention and we 
need to see what we can do to those 8 i li s 
before we go on recess . So everybody w ill be 
prepared to work round the c lock as from 
Monday next week . 

Committees 

l equally have tried as much as possible to 
carry everybody along especially our women . 
So, what we tried to do this morning: is to tind 
a vvay of acconimodating them in the various 
committees and. of course. I am still tryi ng ttl 
carve-out other committees so that they wi II 
Chair committees. So. if for an y reason Y'' u 
are not mentioned now. I do hope that b) rhe 
time we come back by January and ft' we 
decide to dissolve Committees. fine and 
good; and if we decide to create new ones. 
fine and good, but I assure you that everyone. 
must be accommodated very comfortably. 

This morning, we have decided to create 
another Committee on Poverty Reducti on and 
Human Development. This is to be chnirecl by 
the hon . Member for Udenu (Princess OgbuJ 
and the following are the members: 

I. l-Ion . Agbo D.- Member 
2. l-Ion. Odo E. - Member 
.., 

l-Ion. Maduabu E. - Men1ber J. 

4. l-Ion. Njeze M. - Member 
5. l-I on (M rs) Ezeugwu E. 

Member 

We also decided to have a Special 
Committee called House Comm ittee on 
Special Duties. We have the following: 

I. Hon (M rs) Nnamani E. 
Chairman 

2. l-Ion. Onyeze M.N.- Member 
3. l-Ion (Mrs) Ene C- Member 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STA~;E OF-NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 21"1 December, 2004 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
we have . before us our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 45 of Thursday, 16111 

December, 2004. I have gone through them 
and found them to be correct.~ However, I 

ir . · '• 

call for your commeihs. 

Mr A. C. Nnadi (Igbo-Etiti West): 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. I have equally gone 
through the said Votes and Proceedings and 
found them to be correct. Therefore, I move 
for the adoption . 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to second the Motion . . 

Question put and agreed to 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday l61
h 

December, 2004 accordingly ad~pted. 

~ .· .... , .·~ 

PRESENTATION OF BILL(S) 
11IE ffiGH COURT LAW OF ENUGU 

. STATE BILL,N0.13, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to Establish the 
High Court of Enugu State and for 
other matters connected therewith 
presented by the Leader (Mr 
Anichukwu), and read the First time. 

THE ENUGU STATE PUBLIC ORDER 
PROHIBITION 0}? MEMBERSHIP OF 
, SECRET CULTS) BILL, N0.14, 2004 

A Bill for a law to prohibit membership 
of Secret Cults in Enugu State, their 
activities and other matters relating thereto, 
presented by the Leader (Mr Anichukwu) and 
read the First time. 

THE ENUGU STATE CITIZENS' 
RIGHTS AND MEDICATION CENTRE 

BILL NO. 15, 2004 

A Bill for a law to provide for the 
establishment of the citizens ' rights and 
mediation centre, duties of the centre and for 
other matters connected therewith presented 
by the Leader (Mr Anichukwu); and read the 
First time. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
THE ENUGU STATE WASTE 

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY LAW 
. (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2004 

. A Bill for a law to amend the Enugu 
State Waste Management Authority 
Law 2004. 

Order for second reading read 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker 
Sir, I have risen to talk on this Bill before 
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this honourable House. Actually, the Bill is 
not a new Bill but an amendment Bill to the 
original Bill earlier · passed by this House. 
All is geared towards making sure that 
Enugu State looks like a State inhabited by 
decent people. Mr Speaker, I remember 
when the Bill was introduced, passed its 
First reading, this honourable House 
mandated me to clarifY certain_ issues from 
the Executive. The pwcess· of a Public Bill 
like this should be done very carefully and 
not in a rush. 

Eventually, I had discussions with the 
Executive, and their opinion is just like the 
opinion of myself and yourselves: that the 
situation in Enugu State is disturbing to all 
citizens of Enugu State; and that every effort 
must be made by everybody to make sure · 
that the city receives proper attention in 
respect of cleanliness. 

I am very happy that this honourable 
House, before ever they arrive at a 
conclusion, normally looks at both sides of 
the coin. This House has been doing so, 
particularly in thiS'•·,Bill. ·As -regards the 
figures involved, in this Bill, the aim is to 
ensure that Enugu State is clean in the 
interest of all of us. It is in this vein that I 
am urging my fellow Colleagues to please, 
honourably consider this Bill as worthwhile · 
and necessary to be passed. This is because, 
at the end we shall be happy that in the 
sanitization of Enugu State, this House of 
Assembly has contributed effectively. That · 
is why I am urging my fellow Colleagues to 
consider and if possible, pass the Bill 
because right now, we are in the Mber 
month . The truth of the matter is that 
government's effort about sanitation of 
Enugu State is not a task that 'one or two 
persons will solve overnight. In this aspect, 

~.f.· , · 

there has been an arrangement to involve 
private sector participation. 

It is not an indigenous company. It is a 
foreign company, and the company that has 
been involved in such work in other parts of 
the country and positive results has actually 
been achieved. The passage ofthis Bill wi ll 
enable the whole system to be effective 
unlike be.fore when the streets were being 
covered with dustbins. This time around , 
with all the arrangements, I was reliably 
inform are on the ground, this problem by 
the Grace of God is going to be a thing of 
the past. After signing the contract in 2005 , 
there will be a remarkable difference in the 
disposal , control and effective management 
of waste in Enugu State . Mr Speaker, I 
sincerely urge my bon. Colleagues to please 
consider the Bill and pass it. Thank you, 
.very much . 

· Deputy · Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, we are all aware that this is just an 
amendment Bill. It does not need much 
wasting of time. We are aware that the State 
is being transformed from a social economy 
to a business economy. 

Like I said earlier we have a vision; we 
have a focus . According to John C. Maxwell , 
No pain no gain, and according to a Yoruba 
adage, Obe to dun owo lopa which means, 
that a nice soup is made with money. 

Mr Speaker, I have to express an opinion 
that the people be enlightened. They need 
enlightenment before this collection so that 
there will be no problem between the people, 
i.e. the co llectors and those who will pay the 
money. 
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Since it is only amendment that we are 
making this afternoon, may I beg that the 
Question be put. 

Question, That the Question be put, put 
and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the Secqnd time. 

Mr Speaker: The Enugu ~State Waste 
Management Author·~ Law (Amendment) 
Bill 2004 ha~ now sailed through the Second 
reading. I wish to thank you all especially 
those who contributed . I sincerely believe 
that it is a Bill which is intended to be 
passed, to enable the management go on 
with their programmes. I thank you for your 
co-operation. May God bless you. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move 
that the House do resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House for the 
consideration of the Bill before this House 
alongside with the original Bill. 

Mr D. A. Anih (Enugu South I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second that Motion as 
moved by the Leader of the House. 

. ~~.;. ~ ~ . 

Questionput and agreed to. 

House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole House. 

~·t.· ~ 

THE ENUGU STATE WASTE 
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY LAW 

(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to amend the Enugu 
State Waste Management Authority Law 
2004 - CONSIDERED IN THE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
HOUSE 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
let us suspend Sections I and 2, that is 
Enactmei1t, Citation and Commencement. 
We start from Section 3, and that is insertion 
of new paragraph . 

Section 12(1) of the Principal Law is 
hereby amended by inserting immediately 
after paragraph (i) the following new 
paragraph, that is U) keep clean the space 
from the premises to road verge and drains 
(where applicable) of weeds, refuse and 
effluent of liquid waste. 

Section 12( 1) - As amended, ordered to 
stand part of Bill. 

4. Amendment of Schedule I: The 
schedule 1 to the Principal Law is amended 
by substituting for the Waste Management 
Fees set out therein, the following new 
Waste Management Fees, that is: 

1063 

Schedule 1: Waste Management Fees 
1. (Residential Category): 

(a)- (i)-as amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

2. (Commercial Category): 
(a)- (o)- as amended, ordered 

to stand part of the Bill. 
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3. (Educational I Government I 
Worship Sectors): 
(a)- (c)- as amended ordered to 

stand part of the Bill. 

5. Section 4 of third schedule: The third 
schedule to the Prin~ipal Law is-amended by 
substituting for section .4 thereof, the 
following new section 4, that is: 

( 4) Subject to the provisions of this 
law, all former duties, junctions 
and powers of the former Enugu 
State Environmental Protection 
Agency not exercised by the 
Authority shall revert to the 
Ministry. 

Section 4 of third Schedule- as 

everyone ofyou who contributed in no small 
way to make this passage possible . I thank 
you very much I thank the Clerk of the 
House; I thank everybody for his or her 
contributions . Thank you, and to God be the 
Glory. God bless you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
may I move that this honourable House do 
now adjourn till Thursday, 23'd December. 
2004 at 10 a.m. Thank you. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker, 
hon . Members, I rise to second the Motion as 
moved by the Leader of this House. Thank 

amended, ordered to stand you. 
part of the Bill. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
we now go back to Sections 1 and 2, that is 
Enactment, Citation and Commencement. 
The date of enactment should b..e 21st day of 
December, 2004. \ 

Enactment -Agreed to. 

Citation and 
Commencement- Agreed to. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move that 
the Bill be now read the Third time as 
amended. Thank you . 

Bill accordingly read a Third time and 
passed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Enugu State•., , Waste Management 
Authority Law as amended has been passed. 
I sincerely wish to express my happiness to 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Thursday, 23'd December, 2004 
at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 2.30p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
rd Thursday, 23 December, 2004 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) : Thank you Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I move that the Bill be now 
read a Second time. 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

P"R 4.Y,ERS_ . A~~,_ 

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): !Vir 
Speaker Sir, I have risen to Second the Moti on 
as moved by the Leader of the House (Mr 

·:' Anichukwu). 

(!'vir Speaker in tlie Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
before this honourable House is our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 46 of Tuesday 21 sr December, 
2004 . l have gone through theni and found ' 
them to be correct. However, I need your 
comments. Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North I): Mr 
Speaker, Sit', I have equally gone through our 
Votes and Proceedings of 21 sr December, 2004, 
and fo und them to be correct. 1 therefore move 
for the adopti on. 

':~~ 

Mrs C. 'Erie (l;Jdi South): Mr Speaker Sir, I 
have risen to Second the Motion for the 
adoption of our Votes and Proceedings of 
T uesday 2 1 sr December, 2004. 

Question p ut and agreed to. 

Vo tes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 21'1 

December, 2004, accordingly adopted. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE HIGH COURT LAW OF ENUGU 
STATE BILL, NO. 13, 2004 

·: ! 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues. th e 
Floor is now open for debate on the Hi gh Co un 
Law ofEnugu State Bill No . 13 , 2004. 

Leader: Mr Speaker Sir, thi s Bill befo re thi s 
honourable House has been in existence in 
Enugu State. It simply means to g tve 
d ispensation .of Justice. It is a Bill to enabl e th e 
Chief Judge of Enugu State to amend Hi gh 
Court Ru les as was done in other pans of thi s 
country in terms of coutt operation as it is 
equally applicable even at the Appeal Co urts. 
We need to pass this Bill , Mr Speaker S ir. ~ ~ ~ 

fresh Law in order to make sure that the St~tl c 
Law is converted along side wi th othe r law::­
made up to 2004 . 

It is like the newly revised law of Enugu 
State which this honourable House should 
equally pass . What I like is the fact that we do 
legislation on other laws. It is not contenti ous; it 
is a way to strengthen the nature of acti viti es ,,j' 

the High Court of Enugu State . That is 11 It~ I 
am now urging my hon . Colleagues to co nsider 
the Bill and give it accelerated passage so that 
the High Court records of Enugu State wi II be 
strengthened as it is done in other pans of th is 
country. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): Mr Speaker. 
Sir, the Bill before us appears to have been in 
existence. It is just for it to be in li ne wi th 
Enugu State justice reforms, to 111<1 kt: 

A Bill for a Law to Establish the High recommendations on existing laws of Enugu 
Coutt of Envgu State afld for other .·: State as at 2004 . This has given rise to the need 
!V1atters connected therewith. · .to re-eriact this very law as a fresh and new law. 

(ORDER FOR SECOND READING READ) 
The Bill seeks simply to determi ne the 
provisions of our conventiona l laws in the High 
Court, ranging from Civ il to C rimi na l. It 
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equally appears to determine the functions of 
the Judges with respect to transfer and signing 
of cases from one Judge to the other. in case 
somebody allegedly biased. I believe this 
because this law is helping the Chief Judge to 
make use of the High Court, j.ust as with 
making use of the Court of Appeal, and the 
Supreme Court, the President of the Court of 
Appeal . !s charged ~~ith the ltinctions of 
enhancing . new laws from existing ones, 
emanating fro'm CoUI1 of Appeals and the same 
thing applies in the Supreme Court. 

So, Mr Speaker Sir, this Bill appears 
honestly to have been in existence but in order 
to retain the demands of effective legislation 
that was why the Bill is being presented for 
review. In line with this , Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
move that the Question be now put: 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North I): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I want to make some observations. 

What we are talking about derives from the 
Constitution, that is Section 270 of the 
Constitution, page I 02. There are some inputs 
in this our own law.- which. I dci': not know . . . I 

whether it is proper or should be expunged. For 
example, in our own law, section three, says: 
''The recommendation by the National Judicial 
Council is that sub-section 1 and 3 in this 
Section shall be made from the list of persons 
admitted by the Judicial Service Commission 
for appointment to the office of the Chief Judge 
and Judges respectively That is an input 
section 281 down. l want to point out again that 
section 5 of our own "A person shall not be 
qualified to hold office of a Chief Judge or a 
Judge of a High Court of a State unless he 
qualifies to practice as a legal practitioner in 
Nigeria and have been so qualified for a period 
of tl·velve years or ten years respectively 

If you look at the Constitution sub-section 3 
of 271 "A person shafl;not be. qwilified to hold 
office of a Judge of a High Court of a State 
unless he is 'qualified to practice as a legal 
practitioner in Nigeria and has been so 

qualified for a period of not less than ten years. 
So what I am trying to say is that we should 
restrict ourselves to the Constitutional provision 
only because if we go contrary to the 
Constitution whatever we have done is null and 
void. 

Mr Speaker: l think I buy his idea. That is 
okay. I think he is correct 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo Etiti East): I think Section 
4 of our own law is still in line with what we 
are saying. What it is saying is that 8 per~ (lll 

shall not be qualified to hold office of a Chief 
Judge or practice as High Court Judge of a State 
unless he is qualified to practice as a legal 
practitioner in Nigeria for a period of not less 
than twelve · years or ten years respectively. 
Respectively there means that either twelve or 
ten years is acceptable. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: The section 271 (3) you 
mentioned was talking about High Court Judge 
and not Chief Judge. The issue of Constitutional 
provision is not violated here. The section 
271(3) is all about the Chief Judge of a State . 

Mr Onyeze: What l pointed out is that if 
you look at part two there it stated state court -
everything there was copied from the 
Constitution except this amendment which I 
feel is not necessary. Tfyou look at sections ::7n 
- 275 , that is what our own law is saying from 
section 4 - 6 there. What I am saying is that 
from the Constitution section 270-271 to sub 
section 5 thereof Section 271 is exactly what 
our own (from section 4-6) is saying. So I do 
not think it is necessary to add or subtract 
anything there. · 

We cannot take anything from the 
Constitution and make it different from other 
States of the federation. That is my argument. 

· Let it be uniform for all States - the issue of 
appointment of Judges or Chief Judges for 
States. My view is that we should follow the 
Constitution as :it affects appointment of J uclges 
which is similar for all the States. Ours should 
not be an exceptional case. 
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Mr Speaker: What is the hon. Member for 
lgboeze North I (Mr Onyeze) saying. The letter 
I read here said that Justice Umezulike has 
been appointed Chief Judge having fulfilled all 
the conditions for the appointment. He was 
nominated by the State Judicial Service 
Commi ssion and approved by the N ational 
Judic ia l Co uncil. It is very clear here . 

Mr Onyeze: Since our law is being copied 
verbatim from the Constitution;- ·.jf you see 
Section 4 and Sub-sect ton 3 ~f 271 , it appears 
something was added in our own law and I 
think it is not necessary. 

The second one Sir, I said, since our own 
law is be ing copied verbatim from the 
Constituti on, look at sub ( 4) and sub-section (3 ) 
of 27 I. If you read two of them, you will see 
that in copying it verbatim, from the 
Constitution into our own Bill here, something 
was added and I think it is not necessary. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo).· Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
issue is that I want my Colleagues to really 
appreciate that the Constitution is a mere 
reference point to Nigerian Law. All the laws 
can never be specified in the Constitution, even 
the Criminal Codes a9d High Court Laws. The 
only thing is that if li~e is a place there is a 
lacuna; I think the function of this honourable 
House is to make a law that does not conflict 
with the Constitution and these things have 
never conflicted . It does not say that if there is 
a lacuna in the Constitution , that you cannot fill 
it. What the law says under Section I (3) of the 
Constituti on is that: 

If any law is inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Constitution, this 
Constitution shall prevail, and that 
other law shall, to the extent of the 
inconsistency, be void. 

Now, nothing has appeared before us, 
nothi ng has sa id that if there is a lacuna that it 
cannot be filled . What the Constitution forbids 
is to have a rivalt/' in the ex)sting law. 

... , 

Otherwise, one would have said that something 
like the Criminal Code or even the Hi gh Co un 
Laws should . not exist. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (A wgu South ): In the 
absence of any other debate on this Bill , !move 
that the Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be p w. put ond 
agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the Second time and 
immediately considered in the Committee of' the 
Whole House. 

The Chairman: Let us suspend Enactment. 
Citation and Date of Commencement. Let us 
start with Interpretation, that is Section 2. 

Part I Preliminary 
Clause 2 -INTERPRETATION - Ordered tu 

Stand Part of the Bill. 

Part II Constitution of the Hi gh Co urt 
Clause 3 - (ESTABLISHMENT O F T HE 
HIG H COURT) - Ordered to Stand Part oj the 
Bill 

Clause · 4 - (CONSTITUTION O F T HE 
COURT)- Ordered to Stand Part ofthe Bill. 

Clause 5- (APPOINTMENT. TENURE. ETC 
OF CHIEF JUDGES AND JUDGES ) -
Ordered to Stand Part of the Bill. 

Clause 6 - (POWERS AN D JURISDI CTION 
OF JUDGES) - Ordered to Stand Part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 7 - (PRECEDENCE OF JUDGES ) -
Ordered to Stand Part of the Bill 

Clause 8 - (SEAL OF COURT) - Ordered to 
Stand Part of the Bill. 

Part !II -Jurisdiction and Law 
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Clause 59 - (RESTRICTION OF OFFICERS 
OF COURT BY BUYING PROPERTY SOLD 
AT EXECUTION)- Ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Part VII- Commissioner of Oaths 

Clause 60 - (APPOINTMENT OF 
COMMISSIONER OF OATHS TO TAKE 
EVIDENCE, ETC) - Ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

C lause 61 - (PROTECTION OF 
COMM ISSIONERS FROM ACTION) 
Ordered to stand part~o_f the B-ill. • .. 

Part VIII - Witnesses, etc) 

Clause 62 - (ALLOWANCES TO 
WITNESSES) - Ordered to stand part of the 
Bill 

Clause 63 - (IN WHAT CASES PRISONERS 
MAY BE BROUGHT BY WARRANT TO 
GIVE EVIDENCE)- Ordered to stand part of 
he Bill. 

Clause 65 - (RIGHT OF AUDIENCE) -
Ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Part IX- Representation of Parties 

Clause 66: (REPRE'f;fNTATION: OF THE 
STATE GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCILS) 
- Ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Part X- Transitional Powers 

Clause 67 - (SAVING OF PENDING 
PROCEEDINGS) - Ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Part XI - Miscellaneous 

Clause 68 - (RULES OF COURT) - Ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues. let 
us go back to those suspended Sections to treat 
Enactment, Citation and Commencement. 

(Enactment) - Agreed to. 

Part 1 - Preliminary 

Clause 1 - (Citation and Commencement) -
This Law may be cited as the High Court Law 
of Enuju State, and shall come into effect on 
the 23' day of December, 2004) 

Committee Report Progress 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move that the 
Bill be now read the Third time . 

Bill accordingly read the Third time und 
passed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues. the 
High Court Law of Enugu State, Bill No . 13. 
2004 has now been passed. I wish to express 
my happiness to everyone of you especially 
those who deemed it wise and most appropriate 
to be in this Chamber by this time of the day. I 
thank you and God will continue to reward you 
in Jesus name, Amen. 

ENUGU STATE PUBLIC ORDER 
(PROHIBITION OF SECRET CULT) 

BILL NO. 14, 2004 

V~ader: Mr Speaker, may I move that thi s 
Bil i be stepped down to a later date to be 
determined by the House Committee on Rules 
and Business because I need some clarifications 
to do on the Bill. Thank you. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, I beg to second the Motion as moved 
by the Leader of this honourable House. 

Question put and agreed to. 
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THE ENUGU STATE CITIZENS RIGHTS 
AND MEDIATION CENTRE 

BILL Np. 15, 2004 . .• 
..... to 

A bill for a Law to Provide for the 
Establishment of the Citizens Rights 
and Mediation Centre, Duties of the 
Centre and for Other Matters 
Connected Therewith. 

(ORDER FOR SECOND READING READ) 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move that the 
Bill be now read a Second Time. Thank you. 

Mrs C. Ene (U di South): Mr Speaker, 
have risen to second the Motion. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I am very.grateful that 
any Bill that needs to touch on the welfare of 
this State has never or is not bein_g delayed by 
this honourable Hc}l'l~e of · Assembly. Mr 
Speaker, this .Bills seeks to give authority for 
the establishment of citizens centre and the way 
to make service available to the citizens 
appears to be very expensive because not 
everybody can afford it. I am grateful to the 
three Legal Aids Councils whose body has 
done a lot to make sure that there is yet legal 
fees on some individuals. Mr Speaker, Sir, this 
Bill simply means an alternative dispute 
resolutions. It is not all the cases that could 
have been settled out of court, even those who 
have genuine case to go to the court, when they 
calculate the period within which the matter 
wi ll last they will lose hope thereby dying in 
si lence. This centre will help a lot ~o make sure 
that when operationally in full that it ensures 
j ustice to the society. 

~11· ~ 

Some of us are not actually sure of how 
many people might not come back to their 
houses. without the Landlords pasting a letter 
of increase in rentage .lt is either you pay or 
park out. So to attend to any grievances 
between the Landlord and the Tenants, the 
contract of deployment and even matters 
involving husband and wife based on areas we 

have highlighted, on situations of 
misunderstanding between the pat1ies invo lved . 

So, Mr Speaker, Sir, just like the Bill 
already passed by this honourable House this 
morning, this Bill is not contentious, It only 
seeks to give authority for the establishment of 
citizens right and mediation centre, all to the 
betterment of the good people of Enugu State. 

In this vein, I am now appealing to my hon. 
C~lleagues to please look at the Bill from the 
point that it. will go a long way to help the 
citizens and it is not contentious. Rather, it is a 
Bill that will go ahead to make sure at the end 
that anybody who goes to the centre wi th 
whatever problem will laugh at last. So, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I am done . 

Mr F.C. Onah (Nsukka West): Thank, you 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have risen to throw my 
weight iri" favour of this Bill. I am in tota l 
support of this Bill because I have gone through 
it and found out that it is a well deserved Bill. 
We have to make effort not to waste much time 
in passing it. 

First, just as the last speaker lws right!~ 

pointed out, this Bill will enhance amic <thle 
settlement of disputes between fam i I y members, 
landlord and tenants or between friends . The 
law some where will. create employment for 
people who will be employed to manage the 
centres ifthis Bill sail through. The services of 
the people employed will be pensionable. 
Monetary wastes in hiring lawyers to stand in 
for you in a court case will not be there as the 
settlement of disputes will be between the 
complainant and the defendant. So there will be 
no monetary involvement in order to make sure 
that the dispute between two persons are 
amicably resolved. The centre wi II also accept 
some people even non-gove rnmental 
organisations. It will go a long way to help 
government to clear all monetary 
responsibilities that will emerge in that cet1tte. 
So, with this, Mr Speaker, I have to 1·est Ill \ ' 
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case and also wish to move that the Question be 
now put. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo Eze North I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I suppot1 the Bill but I want to 
make some observati.ons before .we pass the 
Bill. At page 2 sectiol1·•6(1) where it is talking 
about the Governing Council , I wish to plead 
with my Co lleagues that Section 6(1 ) should 
also look like Section 6(l)(a). So that the 
Nigerian Bar Association should have full 
responsibility for whoever is attending there . In 
other words instead of saying a representative 
of the Nigeria Bar Association Enugu Branch, 
we should say the Chairman of the Nigeria Bar 
Association, Enugu Branch, or his 
representati ve. Therefore the person will be 
reporting to them whatever he sees there. This 
is my first observation. 

Mr Speaker: Honolli·able Colleagues, for 
Christ sake I feel that an indigene .of that State 
should be there and not may be you go to pick 
so mebody from Ebonyi or Anambra State to be 
a representati ve, thin, fe llow must be · an 
indigene of thfit State according to State law. 

Mr M. Onyeze: Mr Speaker Sir, I am not 
arguing with you. In as much as it is a State 
law, you are talking of landlords, you are 
talking of strangers, and when you make laws 
for people, it gives everybody a · sense of 
belonging. So that now we are calling on 
Nigeria Bar Association, Nigerian Bar 
Associat ion C hairman was democratically 
elected and he is representi ng Nigerian Bar 
Associat ion . If he is not there his representative 
who will be accountable to the Bar Association 
shou ld be there, instead of picking any member 
ofthe Bar Association as a membet;. 

Mr Speaker: Let me tell the hon. Member 
for lgbo Eze North 1~{/Vfr Onyezi) something. 
He has just mentioned about the landlords. I 
s incerely believe that if somebody has stayed in 
Enugu for more than twelve to twenty years 
that person is no longer a visitor. He is no 
longer a visitor. So the issue of Landlords and 

tenants do not even arise. Somebody, having 
stayed in Enugu for one year to ten years and 
above cannot be regarded as a visito r, such a 
fellow is part and parcel of that place. So, 
please do not use that criteria to look at this 
matter. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Thank, you 
Mr Speaker, Sir. Before I go into my own 
contributions, I have to refer to the 
interpretations here. If you look at Section 
6(1 )(b), it is talking about the Director. There is 
no interpretation of Director. Section 7 is also 
talking about Director of the Centre. There is no 
interpretation about Director. These are part of 
my observations. Mr Speaker Sir, I am in 
support of this Bill , but the cost of litigation ... 
(Interruption). 

Mr Speaker: Please the hon. Deputy 
Speaker made mention of Director. 

Deputy Speaker: Yes, I said that there is no 
interpretation for the post of a Director. But if 
you go· to· Section 6(1)(b) of the law you will 
see Director of the Centre and Section 7 you 
also see Director of the Centre and there is no 
interpretation for it in the Law. I want to 
emphasize that the cost of litigation nowadays 
is very expensive. This Bill , if passed into law, 
will be called the poor man's court. This is 
where the poor and the rich will be equal in 
judgement. We hope that the people that w ill 
serve there will be there for the interest of 
justice. They said that justice delayed is justice 
denied. 

Again, Mr Speaker Sir, you are aware that 
we are practicing written democracy and 
democracy is for the people and the people fo r 
democracy. Why we regard it is because we are 
in a democratic system . I am saying this 
because this law will be enforced in a 
democratic dispensation. This is a system we 
are practicing to change our lives. 
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So, Mr Speaker, Sir, being in full support of 
this Bill, may I move that the Question be now 
put. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo Eze N011h II): Mr 
Speaker, my second observation is on page 4 
Section I 0(2) . They are talking that the 
mediator should resolve disputes in 
collaboration with the pa11ies. My own 
understanding is that the consent of the pa11ies 
is necessary for the resolution of disputes. This 
presupposes that if the pa11ies do not give 
consent, disputes may not be resolved. For this 
to function well there must be punishment for 
those who do not s.ive co.nsertF or fail to 
collaborate. That is my observation .here. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): I want to align 
myself wi th the previous speakers. It is not a 
cou11, per se . It is a place where people can 
voluntarily go to resolve their differences. It is 
not where punishment can be meted to 
anybody. If somebody wishes to make peace 
with another when they are in dispute, he goes 
to the centre for peaceful resolution of the 
matter. It is a civil matter. 

On the other hand, if two persons are 
quarrelling and they voluntarily go to the 
centre, the people working there are human 
beings; they should interview ·the people 
separately and if agreed , settle the matter for 
them. The essence of,establishing•the centre is 
to avoid cost in case ot~itigati.on in a civil case. 
Nobody has si.1ggested that in a criminal matter, 
the person should go to the centre. On the basis 
of this, Mr Speaker, I, therefore, move that the 
Question be put for the second reading of the 
Bill. 

Question, Thai the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time and immediately 
considered in the committee of the whole 
House . 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, 
we will suspend Enactment, Citation and Date 
of Commencement. Let us sta1t with 
Interpretation, Section 2. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe). Thank you, 
Mr Chairman. I eailier observed that the 
Interpretation of the Director of the Centre is 
not there. It is ;left for the Floor to decide what 
Interpretation would be given to Director. 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo Etiti East): Mr Chairman, 
the observation of the Deputy Speaker is noted, 
but it is not something that we are expected to 
do here. If you interpret the Director of the 
Centre, then, one would equally expect you to 
interpret what a Chairman is, what a Mediator 
is . 

lt is not in all cases that a matter is 
I 

explained in the body of the Bill. Interpretation 
is where there is an ambiguity. a confusion in 
cases of interpretation. For instance now you 
find the Director of the Centre, there is no other 
meaning you are going to give to it. That is my 
own personal opinion. 

Deputy Speaker: You have Mediator. and 
you have Director. I am confused. 

Part 1 -Preliminary 

Clause 2 - Interpretation - Ordered to Stand 
Part of the Bill. 

Clause 3 - Establishment of the Citizens' 
Mediation Centre - Ordered to Stand Part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 4 - Centres as Forum for Al ternati ve 
Dispute Res9lution - Ordered to Stand Part of 
the Bill. 

Clause 5 - Duties of the Centre - Ordered to 
Stand Part of the Bill. 
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. Clause 6 - Governing Council - Ordered to 
., . Stand Pai·t olthe Bill. 

Clause 7 - Director of the Centre - Ordered to 
Stand Part of the Bill. 

Clause 8 - · Servic~. in the Centre to be 
Pensionable LPN CAP~J46 1990 - Ordered to 
Stand Part ofthe Bil! 

Part II- Mediation and Mediators 

Clause 9 - Mediators - Ordered to Stand Part 
of the Bill. 

Clause I 0 - Functions of the Mediator -
Ordered to Stand Part of the Bill. 

Clause 1 1 - Parties to Mediation - Ordered to 
Stand Part of the Bill. 

Clause 12 - Commencement of Mediation 
Process - Ordered to Stand Part ofthe Bill. 

Clause 13 - Memorapdum of Understanding -
Ordered to Stand Par(rJfthe Bill. 

Clause 14- Services of the Centre- Ordered to 
Stand Part ofthe Bill. 

Clause 15 - Independence of the Office -
Ordered to Stand Part of the Bill. 

Clause 16 - Fund of the Centre - Ordered to 
Stand Part of the Bill. 

Clause 17 - Programmes - Ordered to Stand 
Part of the Bill. 

Clause 18- Powers to Accept Gift - Ordered to 
Stand Part ofthe Bill. 

Clause 19 - Audit - Ordered to Stand Part of 
the Bill. ~ •. ~ · 

Clause 20- Secrecy - Ordered to Stand Part of 
the Bill. 

Clause 21 - Annual Report - Ordered to Stand 
Part of tfze Bill. 

Clause 22 - Local Government Branches of the 
Office- Ordered to Stand Part of the Bill: 

Clause 23 ·- Regulations - Ordered to Stand 
Part of the Bill. : 

Enactment- Agreed to. 

Commencement- Agreed to. 

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): May I move that 
the Bill be now read the Third time. 

Bill reported ji·om Committee without 
amendments, read the third time and passed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, the 
Enugu State Citizens ' Rights and Mediation 
Centre Bill has been passed. I wish to thank you 
once more for your co-operation, your patience 
this afternoon . I thank you very much, and may 
God bless you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: I have some letters. This one 
is from the Central Bank ofNigeria (CBN). 

Central Bank of Nigeria, 
Central Business District, 
PMB. 187, 
Abuja. 
Tel. 09-676 39425 

December, 2004 

The Honourable Speaker, 
Enugu Sta,te House of Assembly. 
Enugu, · Enugu State. 

Hon. Speaker, 
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GOVERNMENT OF ENUGU STATE. OF. · .. 
NIGERIA 

·-:~·~ ~: ~.t .:·.:-·~~ ~:::}~ .. -
It is with the deepest sense of seasona( 
complements that I send you good tidings as we 
approach the yuletide. 

Chief Judge's Chambers, 
The Judiciary, 
High Court, 

. - ~~)~~~;;t\fii~i~t 

The Honourable Speaker and all 'members of 
the House . are invited to fe licitate with me on 
the occasion of u GrarJ.d Civic Reception being 
organized in my .. 7wnour by the 45 
tOwns/communities of the old Aguata Union 
comprising three Local Government Areas, 
(.4guara, Orumba North and Oru!nba South). 
The Civic Reception is scheduled as follows: 
Date: Wednesday , December 29'11

, 2004 
Venue: Aguata Local Government 
Headquarters 
Tim e. 12.00 noon. 

A copy of the fo rmal invitation is also enclosed 
herewith. Please accept the assurances of my 
highest regards, while I look forward to seeing 
you on the 29'". 

Yours sincerely. 

Sign. ;.e 

Prof. Charles Chukwi~Jna Soludo 
Governor. 

Meeting 

There will be an emergency meeting of the 
House Comm ittee on Education, Science and 
Technology today, 23'd December, 2004, at the 
Committee Room 216 on the rising of the 
House. 

Thi s letter is from the Chief Judge of Enugu 
State. 

. ~: 

Enugu. 
23rd December, 2005 

Chief AbeZ.Chubvu, 
The Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Enugu. 

Your Honour, 

I wish to use this medium to thank most 
immensely the hon. Speaker and distinguished 
Members of the Enugu State House of Assembly · 
for the swift and dedicated manner in which .my 
confirmation as the Chief Judge of Enugu State 
was handled. 

May the Almighty God (JESUS CHRIST) whom 
most of us serve be with and protect all of you 
in this season. 

And as you retire for vacation I wish all of you 
a blissful Christmas and prosperous New Year. 

Yours fa ithfully, 
Sgd. 
Hon. Justice !.A. Umezulike (OFR) , 
(Chief Judge). 

END OF YEAR GREETINGS FROM THE 
HON. SPEAKER 

Honourable Colleagues, may I use this 
golden opportunity to extend my sincere thanks 
to you, fellow hon. Members of this noble 
House of Assembly, as we peacefully come to 
the end of our deliberations this year 2004. 

It has been a journey, so far, so good. Our 
deliberations and legislations have been 
qualitative ly delivered . Our contributions both 
individually and collectively, have had 
immense positive effect on the growth, 
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development and good governance of this 
State. Thanks for your suppot1. We can boast of 
our togetherness in this honourable House 
which can be attributed to sound mind, vision 
and good focus exhibited by you as 
representatives of the people of this State. You 
have been wonderful. 

May I also say thanks to the Clerks-at-Table 
and all other members of staff of this House 
who have conscientiously and di I igently 
discharged their duties to the success of our 
deliberations on the Floor of the. House and 
other administrative operations. This year has 
been marvelously concluded. 

\ . 

My Honourable Members, one major factor 
that will lead us to achieve our aims and 
aspirations in this onerous task of legislation is 
stability. A stable and fot1ified House of 
Assembly has obviously positioned herself for 
greater achievements . Therefore, I urge us all to 
strive to be together and eschew any act 
capable of bringing rancour, disunity and 
division amongst us in the House. May we 
continue to maintain the good rapport and 
cooperation which we have built with the 
Executive and Judicial arms of government 
over the years. May we also avoid all forms of 
confrontation both within and outside the 
House. Rather we should dialoguE; in order to 
forge ahead. 

I also urge us to coqoperate more with one 
another as thi.s will enhance our activities both 
in our respective Committee works and at the 
general Floor of the House . Storms may arise 
because it is imminent in the practice of 
democracy. But with candid sincerity, honesty, 
cooperation and oneness amongst us, we can 
weather any storm. Let us strive to be our 
brothers ' and sisters' keepers in all forms and 
ramifications. 

Lastly, fellow hon. Members, I want to wish 
you all Merry Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year ahead. As we travel to our respective 
Constituencies, may the Almighty God grant us 

journey mercies so that we all come back as one 
to face and tackle the duties laid in our hands 
with better vigour. · 

May God bless us all , merry Christmas. 
Thank you. 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) . Mr Speaker, Sir, 
may I move that this honourable House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday 18111 January, 2005 at 
1 o·a.m. Thank you. 

Mr A. 0. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, while seconding the Motion for 
adjournment, I want to use this medium to give 
thanks to "God Almighty like you have read in 
your farewell address, and also to thank my 
fellow hon. Colleagues for better understanding 
amongst us . 

Today has been a great day, and I thank God 
Almighty who made it possible for us to 
achieve our objectives. I second the Motion by 
praying the Almighty God to see us through the 
Christmas. Thank yo u. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House do 
now adjourn till Tuesday, I 8111 January, 2005 at 
!Oa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 2.40p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENU G U STATE OF NIGERJA 

Tuesday. 1 8'2 JamtCt!'Y· 2{){)5 .... 
The, Ho?tse met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
before · the House is our Votes and 
Proceedings No . 47 dated Thursday 23'd 
December, 2004, l have gone through them 
and found them to be correct. ,However, I 
need your comments. Thank you . 

._.: .. 

ORDER OF Tllf D.\\ 

THE ENUGU STATE PUBLIC ORDER 
(PROHIBITION OF MF:MBERSHTP OF 

SECRET CULTS) BILL NO. 14,2004 

A Bill for a Law to Prohibit Membership 
of Secret Cults in the State, their act ivities 
and other Matters relating thereto. 

Leade1· (Mr Anichukwu) · Mr Speaker, Sir. 
may I move that the B iII be now read a 
Second time. 

Mr P.A. Anih (Enugu South I Rural) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have ri sen to second the 
Motion has moved by the Leader of the 
House (Mr Anichulmu J 

Order for Second Reoding Read. 

M•· ·A . 0. Chigbo (Uzo U'wani) : Mr ·' 
Speaker, Sir,.my respected Colleagues ofthis 
great Pari iament, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of our last sitting 
dated 23'd December, 2004, and found them 

Mr Speaker: Hono mabl e Colleagues, yo u 
will recall that this Bill came during our last 
sitting, that was last year. So we stepped it 
down for obvious reasons . Today, the Leader 
of the House (A1r Anichukwu) who is the 
Chairman of the Rules and Bus iness 
Committee, deemed it wise for the Bill to be 
discussed again . At thi s juncture, we are 
going to look at the pros and cons of the Bill, 
i.e. the merits and demerits of the Bill. At the 
end of the day, we ,:viii refer the Bill to an 
appropriate Committee that w i II tine-tune the 
content of the Bill. Thank you. 

to be correct. 1 therefore move for the 
adoption . Thank you , Sir. 

Mrs E. Ezeugwu (lgbo Eze South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I · have risen from .my Seat to · 
Second the Motion as moved by the hon. 
Member for Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo) . Thank 

you. Sir. 

Questim1 p ut and agreed to. 

rtf Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 23 
Decemb f4r, 2004. acro('dingly adopted. 

Leader: Mr Speake1·. \i r. like you rightl y 
mentioned , this 8 iII was one of the 8 i lis that 
this honourable Hou se was to pass by 

· Decembe-r; 2004. But the issues involved did 
not need such urgency bec ause thi s Bill is 
exceptional in the sense that it has got to do 
with the lives of human beings of Enugu 
State and beyond. 
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Mr Speaker, Sir, ~bu wiil agree with me 
that the issue ·of cultism in its ramification, as 
contained in this Bill , means any society, 
association , organisation or group of body or 
persons that uses secret signs, oaths, rights, 
symbols in whatever form to promote the 
cause of a member ' s ability to the detriment 
of the society at large . 

I will want this honourable House to look 
at the issue of cultism beyond school 
environment because another name for 
cultism is Secret Society. Whatever group 
that exists within a society whose activity are 
not made known to the public. should be 
condemned in all its ramifications . If you 
look at Section I 07 sub-sectiou .. (d) of the 
Constitution of the·· ~Federal Republic of 
Nigeria as it affects Enugu State House of 
Assembly, one of the qualifications for 
anybody to vie for the seat of an honourable 
member in the State is that he or she should 
not be a member of a secret society. To place 
emphasis on the need that anybody 
occupying public offices should maintain a 
high degree of transparency at the National 
Level , section 66 sub-section (d) of the 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria maintains the same standard: that 
nobody who belongs to a Secret Society 
should vie, not to talk of occupying the office 
of a National Legislature. The peak of it all is 
Section 13 7 sub-section (d) whi~h refers to 
the office of the Presidency: that anybody 
who bdongs to a Sedr~t Society-i;~ any form, 
should not occupy the office of the President 
of the Federal Republic ofNigeria. 

Mr Speaker, I have just given these 
references to drag my points that nobody in 
this country takes the issue of cultism very 
light We are all living witnesses to the 
activities of secret cults pa1ticularly now as 
they are being practiced in the institutions of 

higher learning in this country and even in 
some secondary schools. Unfortunately lots 
of lives have been lost by those who fall 
victims: call it terror. call it ccllculntecl 
attempt, call it any name. The most 
unfortunate thing is that ordinary wmd 11\IUid 

say somebody died ; without knowing the 
reason or agreement which was reached. In 
some cases, even if one is informed, one may 
be helpless because the ultimate might be to 
eliminate in order to promote the cause of 
people who have hidden agenda. 

Mr Speaker, as contains in this Bill under 
discussion, the most glaring points is that 
these people are now unlawfully in 
possession of arms for criminal purposes just 
for the maintenance of whatever cult, 1 do not 
know. But all I know that concerns these hon. 
Members in the discharge of their duties is 
that under no circumstances should C1n 
innocent person lose his I ife in an effort to 
exist in the society. Thi s Bill goes ful'lh cr tt' 
prescribe the condition under which any 
organisation or association particularly 
institutions of higher learning should operate 
in this country, that is, that their acti v itie ~ 

should be made public. The school authority 
and the people in that environment have to 
know the aims and objectives of such 
oi·ganisation and that membership should nvL 
be discriminatory. 

Mr Speaker, the fact is that the 
environrrient in which we find ourselves has 
got to be maintained, nobody, no matter how 
highly placed, has any right in any way to 
terminate the lives of fellow human beings or 
disrupt the efforts of innocent ones in an 
attempt to earn meaningful living for himself 
The law enforcement agents have the right tv 
protect the lives and property of citizens of 
this Enugu State. That is why this Bill seeks 
to find every alternative avenue to make sure 
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people ' s existence in Enugu State are 
maintained and all hands should be on deck 
to make sure that whatever one engages in 
has to be transparent, has to be ~nown to the 
public, and this hon.~·~ouse has b.een, and is 
continuing· ~o \naintain her honour by 
guard ing against anything that can disrupt the 
society~ we do not just sit clown and watch; 
that is why we are here, that is why we are 
elected and that is why we are representati ves 
of the people. 1 am happy that hon. Members 
are see ing this Bill as a high-impact one that 
touches on the lives of the citizens. If cult 
activities are not checked, only God knows, · 
except one anybody could be a victim, but 
may God forbid. lf we do this now this 
honourable House might once again 
contribute to the welfare and protection of 
rights and privileges of the good people of 
Enugu State and the good people of Nigeria 
because Enugu is made up of both Indigenes 
and n O IJ~indigenes .. ~<}ugu is a f1ome for all 
and as a resuJt I am calling on ho11. Members 
to please look · ii1to the Bill for necessary 
passage because history will record that we 
are doing our ultimate best. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Deputy Leadet· (Mr Anihve): Mr 
Speaker, 1 have risen to make my own 
contribution to this all-important Bill. In the . 
first instance, 1 am aware that there is no 
family in this country that are blessed with 
children and such children are attaining the 
ages of going to secondary school or higher 
institution. that will advise such children to 
enter into a society like cultism . The essence 
of th is Bill primarily is to put a stop to 
cu lti sm in thi s State .. There is a l-so a general 
belief that if one pas;es thro.ugh a sch~olthe 
school wii"l equally pass through him. I am 
also sure that there is no Institution of 
learning be it high or low, that has cultism as 
a pre-condition for existing. The Constitution 

of the Federal Government of Nigeria 
actually allows for individual membership of 
any association but abhors that of secret cult. 
If you go into the genesis of culti sm i11 
Nigeria, you ouglH LO appreCii:lle Llle lacl Ll lu l 

cultism has eaten deep into our secondary 
Institutions, not just higher Institutions so to 
say. 

recall that i11 the I·urti c ::. 0 1 :,u . lilu., ... 

people behind the formation of student union 
were primarily doing it to form what they 
called a pressure group of students who will 
now be in a better position to now defend and 
work for their own i11terest at the expense of 
the management. We will recall that the man 
who was said to have been the first person 
that agitated for this association of student 
unionship is one of the Nobel Prize Winners 
Prof. Soyinka. He was not then primarily 
setting up a cul t ist group: he was primarily 
setting_ hp a press ure group whi ch the 
government now recognizes as the Students 
Union Government. The government has 
gone as far as to appreciate and recognize this 
group as the students union government. 

It wi ll be an irony that a child sent Lo 
school to learn and progress, to better 
himself, and the society, has now turned to a 
kind of suici.de person to the community. This 
is the work of cultism. 1 believe that Enugu 
State, is not the first Stal<..: tkll vi ill be j)<.L.:>:,;IIS 

this law. It is already existing in some other 
States, so we are doing our legitimate and 
fundamental dut ies to now stop our chi lclren 
from joining the cult. 

Mr Sp~aker. I helieve that if vou go into 
the gei1eral p1~inciples of the Bill, we will 
come to appreciate the fact that the Bill is not 
meant to witch-hunt anybody particularly. It 
is rather meant to strengthen the future of this 
society. because if this Rill i.;; not p8sserl hv 
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thi s honourable House in the State, what it 
means is that there will be a time when the 
cultists will be at the helm of affairs because 
our children. we know, are the leaders of 
tomorrow. 

For our information , Mr Speaker, we can 
remember that recently a prominent lecturer 

If you go through the BilL the Bill is 
primarily meant to undersco re rhe need lor 
our children·to pass through an institution in a 
con.venient way and the institution will also 
pass through them so that they will become 
responsive to themselves and the immediate 
society. That is what the Bill is talking. 

was murdered in cold blood at ESUT. That j~t is on this note that I beg my Colleagues 
person was my immediate elder brother. He to ,; give this all -impottant Bill necessary 
suffered because he ~ was trying- to maintain paas·age and consideration. 
the integl"ity of the sdtool. His own has gone ' ' 
and I am sut'e that the perpetrators were no .. H~. ~~r J. Onoh (Enugu N~rth): Mr Speaker, 
other persons than these members of cu It lf H~~~p~'l P. ,l Colleagues, I have rtSen to make my 
people can ~btain scores by other n~ean~~it~6~f:ontribution a~ regards the issue of ~he 
other than gomg to schools, then there ts n~~r~~'Wlse~\fe't cult. What ts secret but that whtch 
need fo r es~tbli ;h ine!, sc h ools. lf.ll)r in s lanc ~, ' cvf't,(,ll ·t :, lliL" llli ltcl. tL.ti ,,,, ,,,, , ,, , .. ! ,:,. .. _ .. 

~ ' ' 

Enugu State Government is discharging all :::th·al ~ are shouldered from the rest of the 
her responsibiliti es to ensure that our schools peop le. What is sec t·et but th at \lh ic h 
are functioning; paying the workers salaries >motivates our minds to the realization that 
as and when due; the corresponding return is our weaknesses matter. What can we also 
that they will give their best. What they have ·define as secret but that which arises from 
accumulated in their own days, they will be 
in a better position to impart it to our childreri 
through viable learning. 

t,weakness of mind that our individual efforts 
{ .. cat? .only be strengthened by a m~b action. 

What can we also define as secret tf not that 
·1wli>ich shackles the mind and pervades the . 

Learning takes place where one is in a ·,· co~s.f ience . But in our own educational 
position to teach and listen. In tl1e. process of 'fo~i1_dation , we can read and wt·i te. but fc, ,· 
developing the perso~~ that -persoi1 will have : ~'i'et,Y single individual in a University, there 
the opportunity to remember even what Mr ~~~a~&'~~ree secret cult members to back up that 
School Fees is called. Education is what one 1i' · ttG!~)fiidual. There are more students today in 
can remember after one has forgotten all; the , -Ii:'~~ iversities that know how actually to use 
little thing one remembered after one ha~~ ~ ~ ~ . ··~ . and a knife more than read a paper. 
ro rgo tten all. that is education . Our children·· I ~ 'fl~ ilre mnre stucl ents in the tllli l'e r<:itv th 1t 

vvill improve if they learn one thing at the '"' an~J,~~IDjects of extermination, than an object oJ 
I I"~ '" ]I~ ,.J . 

end of each day. If there are 365 days in a · ';fe:a~e· and understanding. There are more 
year, yo u can go on to say that the child will · ;·~:s'tq~?ents today in the universities that have 
be in a pos ition to learn up to 360 things in a :')ct)lally grown from the extent of their 
yea r. Betore yo u know it, that person will 1.",.{w~akness to become the first weapon of 
become an encyclopedia. Going through ' .dest,ruction even surpassing that of our 
other means of be_ing liberated will defeat the :1 jfn.i]i~tt:y for_ce_s. ~here h~ve _b_een more 
essence of educatton. ;t~'t\nj ~Scttfied kdltngs tn the utllverstttes than all 

t·.i\t!,i ~l~1vil wars or even the only civil war 
' ' .... ):@' 
1 ' ·!l, b··· (>ir:.rL l·~:~ 

~-t-, '·] O'V:~ ' . ,~:i f.~ . 
•::,; "' .. ~~~ : ~d~.'l 

· · ; ~~-n ;;tiri 
,'J;i .' . *~~ ... 
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Nigeria has experienced . There have been 
casualties, there have been innocent victims. 

Most of us have lost either people we 
know or people we considered as friends. 
And also most of us have paid for our 
children to go to the same university to study 
and emulate that which we consider as the 
best of the foundation. 

Education is light, but in the four walls of 
the university carrying a hand-gun is might; 
that which makes . a degenemJ:ing mind 
believe that his action'"s have ·surpassed that of 
any other person. I am actually calling on 
yo u. my hon . Co lleagues, to suppo11 this Bill, 
because in their own weakness they believe 
that that which makes them vulnerable has 
made them formidable. There are lecturers 
that have actually given the best of their lives 
to go to the university to impat1 upon those 
other individuals that which he has learnt, 
only to actually wake up in · a glorious 
morning to a devastating death. There are 
more students that go to school today and 
end up in the school gate because they are 
sca red of walking into a university because 
they will die. There are students ~hat even do 
not go to take their final year examination 
beca use th at shall be calling upon their own 
death . There have ~~·~een 1·esults of mob 
actions. Univ.ersities have been closed down 
because of this same action. And every single 
year upon year. if there has been no action 
that has been taken. they have grown into 
th eir o-vvn degenerating mind to think that 
they have become formidable and they have 
strengthened and they have been actually 
become stronger with the belief that that 
which fai Is to ki II them makes them feel 
stronger. 

There is a law that guides humanity. 
There is a law that guides the society and this 

~~ , 

same law. if well implemented can reshape 
our own society. Not for us, as we have len 
the four walls of a Un iversity. but fm th e 
children that wi II come after us. We have to 
hand to them, that peace and quietness and 
sweetness of the university as it has been 
handed down to us. And if we do not do 
anything about this, what is the price we are 
going to pay? The first price is education. We 
shall have more functional illiterates \\::liki ng 
the streets of Nigeria; the best of statistical 
senior killers out of their own weakness 
believing .that mob action justifies their cause. 
There will not be any child with a basic 
education but will actually reap haphazardly 
out of his own self-instinct or se lf­
preservation , and cannot concentrate within 
the four-walls of a university . The youn g girls 
will never enjoy peace~ they can not go back 
to their almamater. 

What is the second prize they are going to 
pay, but the right of choice. We can make our 
own choices, but whei1 our children walk into 
a university, they are limited to the choices 
they make; the choices are limited because of 
th:-; natural in stinct of se lf-prese rva ti nn !1 1 

this case, we have a choice, but in the 
university, they do not. What is the prize they 
are going to pay, but the freedom of 
movemeti't. Most students today cannot wake 
up and walk into a univers ity and sit cl ovvn 
ard take their examinations; rather they might 
actually end up somewhere hiding because 
they do not have that freedom to wa lk into a 
university. If they wa lk into the un i\·cl·sil). it 

means instant death for them, and therefore 
tl1 eir movement is restricted. We do move, 
but they do 1.10t and there is a death prize. 

What is the death prize, but the freedom of 
s~1eech. Even in their greatest agony, they 
cannot talk. If yo u pinch us, we shall screem 
b~cause we feel the pain. If you push us. we 
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shall fa ll because we cannot defy gravity. If 
yo u cut us we shall bleed because it is a 
biological instinct. But in the four-walls of a 
university. when they are intimidated what 
can they talk. They cannot talk because they 
are still affected by the first instance, the 
freedom of choice. They do not have the 
right to make a free speech in order that they 
may actually I ive to see another bright day 
within the four-walls of a university. Their 
speech is limited. Even if they screen we 
cannot hear their voices. But right down in 
thi s Assembly we hear their voices, we can 
hear, we can talk ancJ. it is in our.own right to 
give them that pro'tection . to realise the 
freedom of speech . 

But it is not the death prize that will affect 
them, but the right to I ife and to pursuit of 
happiness which is the greatest foundat ion 
and gift of nature upon humanity, to pursue 
happiness to the highest point, to live life at 
its fullest. If I may quote Macefield, he said, 
nothing is us beoittifi. t! as a university, but in 
our clay, nothing is as frightening as going 
into a university because the first caution 
parents give to their children is not going 
through the rigorous stress of paying their 
fees in the university, but the agopy that their 
child may go into the university and join a 
sec ret cult and get killed . If he c!oes not kill , 
he will be killed: thecrefore; for every single 
action there is a prize. 

Parents go to work everyday stressing and 
stress in g themselves, working under the 
heavy sun and the agony and frustration of 
the clay just to raise money to pay the 
children 's fees in the un iversity. The first 
reward they get is a swift and fast death for 
their own ch ildren. Like drowning men , they 
do not die quietly, their lives have been cut 
sho11, and we sit down and say that we have 
leaders of tom orrow. If we do not take action 

today then who wi II lead tomorrow? We wi II 
become tomorrow's past because our children 
might not make it to the age of 25 passing 
through the university. 

Finally, there will be fear of children 
growing up in this civilized country if we do 
not today tackle that same beast by enforcing 
the same laws. When people are hanged for 
stealing a horse, they are hanged so th at 
horses may not be stolen again or they think 
twice before stealing another man ' s horse . 
Let us take that same rope and hang thaL same: 
foundation of secret cu It which has become a 
successful disgrace . l have decided to use the 
term successful disgrace based on the success 
of its foundation , and the motives and 
guidelines they were supposed to achieve in 
the four-walls of a university: protecting them 
instead of intimidations. They were like the 
watch-dogs of a university, but today have 
become a foundation of disgrace because they 
have failed ·to achieve and realise all those 
things they have actually wanted to reali se. It 
is better to work in this field than the actual 
works of human endeavour referring to 
oneself as an Engineer, a holder of a degree 
even a holder of Senior School Certificate 
than walking out in the streets of Nigeria 
rai sing ones head as a member or leader \) r 

secret cult. They may end up tomorrow 
standing o1i the street when there is no more 
such individuals to kill in the four-wa ll s of a 
uni versity . You can believe me that there is 
more individuals to kill on the express roads. 

The same ammunition they have used to 
torment and fight their fraternity wars within 
the four-walls of a university which has 
granted them the sanctuary to evade that right 
to life, when there is no more people to kill in 
the four-walls of a university there will be 
moi·e people to kill at the express roads. 
There will be more people to intimidate . 
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There are more people today who lose 
their Mobile phones just walking on the 
street not because it is not day-light or that it 
is darkness , but just because the same person , 
the same young man with a gun working in 
the same field of a university and has actually 
embraced him sel f under th e guise \~ r :1 

student. has a gun to work on the street and 
remove that. The same intimidation has 
arisen from the four walls of a university to 
the street. 

If we do not ®~ anything today our 
children will grow to become the role models 
and have the image of secret cult as a role 
model for the found <l ti on of th e ir ft1tmc 

Other countries did pay the prize and as 
each day passes, one student 1n one 
university in Nigeria pays the prize with his 
I i fe One student out there pays the prize with 
his own foundation and desire to become 
somebody tomorrow. 

I am asking you. my fellow C'olleaguec; . 
let us join hands today and pass this Bill 
because it is not only important to the people, 
but also important to the foundation of our 
country Nigeria; and as we are not greater 
th an thi s country. at least our effort to defend 

.1i· . 

the country shall always be remembered. Let 
us today aid in passing this Bill in order that 
we may secure tomorrow and that in all our 
efforts even in our life-time and after us. we 
would not have said that we have actually 
sacrificed the future today. I thank you all 
and beg that we support the Bill. Thank you. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo) : Mr Speaker, Sir. I 
stand to align i11yself with the previous 
speakers by s imply say ing that the menace of 
cultism is something we are very much aware 
of and so mething that appears to work 
contrary to our 1999 Constitution as it relates 

;. 
, -(,• ~ 

to Chapter Four entirely. ranging from right 
to life, right to freedom of association and 
even movement. 

We should recall that se ver<lll y the po lice 
have arrested a lot of cult members, but at til e 
\.' \ ~ (! :\r \ lh' d:\\ ' !1 1\.'\ '\!' ' ' , T i l) I ,I I; :

1 

grounds that there is no law through which 
they can anchor their prosecutions. In place 
of that it has become necessary for us to 
come up with this kind of Law to really allow 
the police do their prosecutions to even let the 
courts pass some references where they wi II 
cite as an existing law. 

1\. ~ !' ~ n ':',.., j: "',- C: ; ,. h '"" ·; n " .~ ..., ; ...-1 ""' I I t I, ... 

w1sh to make some observations with respect 
to the Bill. The definition Clause of the Bill 
appears to be defining cultism, and if we tak e 
the definition as written in that clause, then 
one could equally say that the Bill seeks to 
vary on Odo Festivals or Mmawu festivals as 
the case may be because it defined cultism us 
any asso~;iatiun, or society or urgunisution. 
grn1111 nr hnrlv nf' ,ner·\'nT?I' whr> thf? r r f? rri1·ter r•, f 

ur nul that uses signs ur uutlts, rigltt u/ 
,<,ymbol and which is strong to promote a cult. 
the purpose or part which is to foster the 
interest of its members and to aid one another 
under any circumstance without any due 
regard to merits, state of justice, to the 
detriment nl the intC' rest nf thnl'!' 'l 'hn or!' nn' 

members. 

One can describe Odo Masquerade as :1 

cult, because they have the interest ur till' 

males who are interested, to the detriment of 
the female members of the society. To my 
mind, the definition Clause of the Bill does 
not really capture the whole essence of what 
the Rill was meant. Seconrll v. the Rill 
appears to capture all manners of Secret 
Cults. Inside the Bill proper. thev defin ed 
only the role itself to incorporate onl y 
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students. T hese students <lre not ju st sec ret 
society members in a way, they derive their 
powers from some where. It is the big boys 
out there that collide and even assist and 
sponsor these children. 

So if you are talking of cultism, it has to 
be all -embracing in the sense that, you do not 
have to restrict it to students in tertiary 
institutions. Even people who ha_ve not gone 
into the university, ah\Ong the people il cross 
the society are members of Secret Cult. If we 
are going to make a law banning secret cults 
in this State, then it has to be all -embracing. 
There should be no sacred cow. We start 
from the top to the very least. There is Secret 
society in Secondary Schools and perhaps in 
Primary Schools depending on the leve l. So 
my view is that we really have to do a lot of 
work on this Bill . We do not have to hesitate 
because the B iII proper has its targeted 
Audience: I mean its focus is on students in 
tertiary inst itutions without finding out where 
their powers are derived from. 

So, Mr Speaker, I want LIS reall y. before 
passing this Bill, to capture in essence, the 
definition of Secre~,. Society. Tf needs to 
ilddress the issue in accordance with what it 
intend s to produce and not to appear to be 
restricti ve. because we know where the 
sources are. There are people who are not 
actua lly students, but are members of Secret 
Society. These are people who are highly 
placed in our soc iety. So you cannot now 
come up may be to harass students with 
ordinary locally made guns, while there are 
some other people having sophisticated 
weapons. We have lots of things to do in this 
rcgilrd . 

So. Mr Speaker, Sir, hav ing said these, I 
want to urge the Committee that for us to 
take off effectively. there has to be a liaison 

\.~ 

tn es tabli sh at least in eve ry lne<il gcwemmenl 
area or may- be territories or zone, a special 
cou1i for the commencement of this exercise. 
That wi II prevent delay and reel tap ism in the 
a elm in is t r;ll i () 11 l) r .i u-; t i L' l' . () 11 t hi -; l)tlll' \ h 

Speaker, Sir, I wish to call on my Co lleagues 
to take into regard my observatiO JJ S about tl1c 

Bill. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo Eze North 1): Mr 
Speaker. · Sir. I have risen to .ioin my 
Colleagues in supporting the passage of this 
important Bill. This is a Bill that aiTet.,;tS us al 
our various homes and the society at large. 
M y main reason for supporting the Bill is that 
nobody vvill like hi s son or d<ILlghtcr to be :1 
member of a secret society because of the 
obvious dangers. I r we as indi v iduals 
C011demn it i.n our homes that we do not want 
our children to be members of secret soc iety, 
we should be bold enough to condemn it by 
Jlil"sing thi s Rill so thilt we Ciln help to 
sanitize the soc iety . Like my Co lleagues IHI Vt.,; 
already pointed out, the purpose of going to 
th e University is to make the soc iety better 
but if a product or a uni versity comes out to 
promote evil and insecurity in the society, 
thE::n the aim have been defeated at the end of 
th e clay. So it is very very important that vv c 

echo our v iew by pA ssi ng this Rill into I .Aw 

When people go into the uni versity and 
instead of reading their books they coerce 
lecturers and their Colleagues by using their 
po··Ners as members of Secret Societv to pA s" 
tlwir degree exams, when they come out they 
cannot perform. They will not be productive. 
They may even come out to be medical 
doc.tors without being able to practice. They 
ca 11 al su come u ut <IS (<I 1<111) cr ) 11 il li uul bci1 10:; 

able to practice. So that is the purpose of this 
Bill. That is why it is necessary to condemn 
it. Also when you leave the university you 
wi i l be happy to come and practice what you 
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read as it affects the entire society. So it is 
something we should commend the 
Lxecutive for initiati~l9 this .Bill.- t also wish 
to point out some observations in the Bill. In 
the State, if one travels out from 9111 Mile 
through the Old Road going to Nsukka, one 
will see people actually guarding the society. 
Security has degenerated to a point where if 
you are having your meal, some people will 
come to demand it even in the day time, that 
they needed it more than you. So people are 
now engaging vi gilante groups with 
offensive weapons. They guard their societies 
or communities with these offensive 
weapon s. Even though we have defined 
offensive weapon, and have also gone further 
to define security agencies, nobody have 
talked about vigilante groups and·l am aware 
th ~1t in thi s State they are fully recognized. In 
fact, they operate in ~II the comm1mities and 
they are protecting pt'lblic Lltilities and are 
protecting the lives and property of the 
general public. So we have to recognize them 
because they are security agencies 
recognized here. Others are Nigeria Police, 
Armed Forces of the Federation, State 
Security Services. National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agencies, Directorate of 
Military Intelligence, plus any other corps 
recognized by law. So thi s Bill has to include 
Vigilante groups because they are really 
helping us in our various communities. We 
will recall that this State was where 
community policing was launched in the 
Federation. They are doing very, well at the 
local communities where all of us come 
from. 

~ ­
.~ · ~ 

Mr Speaker, Sir. Clause 5 is talking of 
habouring of offenders. As we are here 
today, one may have a small house in the 
village or even here one may be a landlord . 
In yo ur boys-quarters people can come and 
say let us hire your boys qua1iers. You may 

not know that some of them are Secret Cult 
members. Now the Bill is saying any person 
who harbours an offender. One may harbour 
an offender without knowing that he is a 
potential criminal or a cult member. You may 
be punished with out knowledge. So the 
Committee that will work on this Bill may go 
fllliher to incorporate that it will be wrong to 
punish the person harbouring them without 
knowing that they are offenders or cult 
members, because he may not have the 
instrument fo detect who is a cult member 
and who is not a cult member. 

Then if you go to Clauses 14 and IS 
where it runs about 5 sub-Clauses and penalty 
for non-recognition, I think there is a mistake 
there because where penalty for non­
recognition is placed is where power of 
detention. would have been placed. That 
section 14 says: 

Any person who forms. is a member, 
operates, associates or sponsors any 
organization, association, union or 
group that is not duly registered and 
recognized as provided under this 
Law, or whose registration remained 
unrenevved afier expiry shall be 
deemed to he a member of a secret 
cult, under this Law. 

Now in Clause 15, it says: 
The rnlice. believing on reasnnahfe 
ground\· that a person is a member of 
a secret cult, or has committed an 
(dlence under this Law shall have 
power to detain such a person for 

· q~t~stioning and trial. 

What I am trying to point out Mr Speaker, 
is that what is contained in this Clause should 
have been in Clause 15 . So. there is a mistake 
there. 
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Mr Speaker, the other speakers have 
pointed out that highl y placed citizens 
support cult members; some make use of 
them dL1ring electio1·1·~, son1e make use of 
them to assas'sinate their bi.lsiness partners or 
to hide crimes. Ordinarily holding arms 
should be an offence but if surrendered you 
have a prize from the Government. That is 
what the Sole-Administrator did in Plateau 
State. If you want to reduce the activities of 
secret cult memhers there should be a prize in 
thi s Law which should state the prize that 
any highly placed person who is sponsoring 
cult members will get if they surrender their 
arms. It then means that highly placed 
persons who use students in the universities 
will think twice to achieve their inordinate 
ambition in the society. So, it is 1,1ot enough, 
like I pointed out to focus on the students 
alone without considering the ~ause. You 
have to consider trl~ people o·utside the 
campuses; ·yqu have to treat both of them 
simultaneously. Having made these points, I 
beg my hon. Colleagues to support the 
passage of this Bill in the interest of our 
various homes and in the interest of Enugu 
State, and in the interest of the nation at 
large . Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Leade.- (lvlr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
may I move that fu11her debate on this B iII be 
deferred to a later date to be determined by 
Rules and Business Committee of this House . 
Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe;: Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion as 
moved by the Leader~.,~ 

Quest ion jJUI and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly dej'erred. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Co lleagues, ,.vc 
stand by observing all protocols and further 
state that I have great · pleasure to welcome 
every member of this honourable House back 
to this Parliament after two to three weeks 
recess in which we celebrated the Christmas 
and ushered in a new year. I say to God be 
the Glory. I also wish to use this opportunity 
to thank every member of this House for their 
comm i LmenL determination , and efl'ons 
geared towards achieving successes in thi s 
Enugu State. I do believe that having come 
back well positioned and well determined, we 
are going to move mountains this time 
around. 

On our side, we believe that we cannot do 
all these things without enabling 
en vironml!!nt. I do hope that we try as much 
as possible to n1ake sure that we have lots and 
lots of packages for you this year. One of the 
major things facing us right now is 2005 
appropriation Bill which was presented by 
His Excellency, the Governor, last year and I 
believe at this juncture that the Committee 
must have done a thorough job. I do hope that 
within a couple of clays we will be able to 
pass the apJ'lropriation Bill into Law. It is 
only when this is done that we are going to 
gi ve the Governor the mandate to pilot the 
affairs of the State very effectively. 

At the close of last year, I thanked you , 
Members of this great Pari iament for your co­
operation and understanding. I like the Oliver 
Twist is a..sking for more in this regard. Your 
understanding and co-operat ion will lead to a 
stable, for1ified and harmonious, enviable 
great House that will stand the test of time in 
this generation . In democratic set up of this 
nature, there is tendencies of disagreement 
and conflict of opinions . For us to forge 
ah ead , dialogue, understanding, and maturity 
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should be applied to solve such 
cl isagreement. As Representatives of our 
people we must work together to achieve the 
best for the people of Enugu State . I 
therefore, call on all hon. Members to have 
open minds to initiate Motions and Bills. It 
might interest yo u to note that when 
compared to other State Houses of Assembly 
we are not laggitig behind. Bills that are of 
benefit to our people sailed through . It is not 
my intention to praise ourselves. 

But if we consider the number of Bills 
and Motions passed and its cont<tnt thereon. 
thi s lc):!i SI<tti ve Hnust· i-; not lag.):!ing. hehind . 

Finally. I have ti)· ·thank the supporting 
staff. especially for their hard work and urge 
them to co ntinue. More grease to their 
elbows. Once more I thank my hon. 
Co lleagues for their understanding, co­
operation and maturity. Thanks, and may 
God bless you. 

Honourable Colleagues, having started 
the second reading of the Bill before this 
House. I si ncerel y wish to state that I 
appreci<lte the opinion of those who spo ke lln 
this B iII. For us to do a good job and a job 
which will st<lnd the test of time, we do not 
have to be in a hurry in the pas.sage of the 
8ill . The most important thing is to do a 

thorough job. On that note, I v.::i$h to refer 
this Bill before tl~i-s House to a joint 
Committee on .Judiciary. Public Petition , 
Eth ics and Privileges and House Committee 
on Ed ucation, Science and Technology. And 
or course. we give them a time frame of two 
weeks tn report back . 

I also wish to request that all the 
Chairmen of various committees should try 
<·ts much as poss ibl e submit their Reports on 
the 2005 Appropriation Bill to the Chairman 

Hou se Committee on Finance and 
Appropriation on the rising of the House. 

OBITUARY 

Hon. Colleagues. with heavy heart. I wish 
to inform yo u of the death o f one of our statT, 
Mn Ezeilo lfy. who until her death, was the 
Secretary to the Clerk of the House. She died 
on Friday last week after a brief illness. May 
he• soul rest in perfect peace. Amen. 

All the hon. Members are requested to be 
111 ny office on the rising of the House. Also 
it1 ,·i tl·<i :tl 'l' thL· Clnk,· ;ll· I ;1hi< IIJ;Jiil·. ' ' "' 

and may Qocl bless . 

Meeting 

There wi II be an emergency meeting of 
the House Committee on F:ducation. Science 
and Technology on the rising of the House, 
today. at Committee Room 216. for a very 
impot1ant message. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Majority Leader (Mr / lnichukwu) . Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. May I move that this 
hvnourable House do now adjourn till 
W-::dnesday, the 19 111 day of February 2005, at 
I ( ! <I Ill . 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Spcaker. I ha ve ri scn to secu ncl the Motiun 
rn llvecl by the Leader (Mr Anichukvvu). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved· That the House do now adjourn 
till Wednesday the 19 111 clay of February 2005, 
at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned ucwrdii?g(y ol I 2. 49 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Wednesdov . I 9'1' ./unuwy. 2005 

The House mel ul I 0 u. 111 . 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEF:DINCS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, I have before us our Votes 
and Proceedings No. 48 of Tuesday 18th 
January 2005. I have gone through them 
;mel found them to he c<nTcct. I Iowc\ 'lT 
I need your comments. Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduahu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have gone through the 
Votes· and Proce':E:dings · No. - 48, 18th 
January, 2005 and I found them to be 
correct. Therefore I move for their 
adoption. 

Mr ll . Onoh (hlLtgu North)· Mr 
Speaker, Sir. I rise to second the 
Motion. 

Question pu! and agreed lo. 

Votes und Proceeding.\ o/ Tuc:sJ.uy 
18'" .!cmuwy 2005 w.:cordingly udop!ed. 

·' 
~ .. ~ 

ORDER OF THE DA V 

Report from Committee on fin :ttH' t' 

and Appropriation on the l~nugu 
State of Nigeria 2005 App•·opriation 

Bill No. II, 200:-:i 

Mr u: Onoh: Mr Speaker, may I 
move that I be granted more Lime Lo 
enable my Committee collate Reports 
from Chairmen of other sub-committees 
for. presentation un any day to be 
determined hv ilK l ~ uks <i ll d l~u s in e s s 

Committee of thi s House. 

Mr Njeze : Mr Speaker Sir, I beg Lo 
second the Motion . :. 

Mr Sptakcr : W~1il. 0 1\kr ' ('., 11!inu( . 

please. 

Mr Njezc: I sl<llld In sccnnd !he 
Motion by the Chairman House 
Committee on Appropriation for the 
stepping down ol' the work or the 
Committee to a elate to be determined by 
the Business and Rules Committee of 
the House. 

Question put und ugreed lo. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Conclusion of Rcpiwt 

M•· Speaker: 1-lonourablc 
Colleagues you are aware that January 
\A- ill L'nd hv 11l' \ l Wl'L'k . Thi '-> j .., !he lirc;! 
time thal_thc Budget has not been passed 
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till this time . 1 am aware that you are 
doing a thorough job in this 2005 
budget. 1 am requesting that this Report 
must be concluded by Monday. If you 
have not done yours with your 
Committee try and do something and 
send it by Monday to the Chairman 
Committee on Appropriation because 
by ·ruesclay he will present the report. 
Also, by Tuesday, if possible, that is the 
same day we will pass this 2005 
Budget. We have today and Monday, 
and next tomorrow and weekend to 
finish this job. Thank you. 

. ;1 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: ~r Speaker. Sir. may ~I J 
move that th1s House do now adJOurn :. 
till T uesday 25 111 January. 2005 at 
1 Oa.m. Thank you. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): l beg to 
second the Motion as moved by the 
Leader of the tlm:se. 

Question put and ogreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 25 111 January, 2005 
at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly ut 1.-17 p.m . 
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Member for Enugu North · (Mr O.h:Ph} - . Cqairman Co~n(itt~e :· on;> J?i;D;ap¢e ·· ' · · ~·r.{t.~~ 
who is arguing, I took him out and gaye ,,· -a:n(J J\.p;propri~tio·p. -:{Mf : };:_u.(fiJ~:o/f)/··Mtr ;, · . .. , . 
him two bottles of beer .on that <ieiy ·?>'.$,peak~r, Sir, my>ho~1: ·:.<C.O'H;?g¥~~; :-.:~9tX:;- . :::;,: .. :::, .. ,~: 

i;.i~:c,,:;· ;(La::te:noh' ·~r. • S~~aker; .:·.£~ .v ,iiii~;Jiifti,Bl~i;~~~~~~,p: 
apologize? I want to tender my apology . .. · regards the200:5 .Apprppiia~IQh.']3.~li);;'· 
Based on the presumed two bottles of · , · · ·· ' . · · · "~~":.. 

star he gave to me, and based on .that 1.00 . lntroductioi:I : .. . . . .... .. '.: ... :,': <':> •• , · ,~-
liquefied contents of that bottle, . and on Hohomable ·Speaker; ·,Si1i, · :We· iffo~~~4·:(,.r< ;{::~-~~, ,;,·~}· 
behalf of Nigeria Bottling Company herewith .the recorrunendation .'.oifl:- .th;e.f<; .. . ; ·~: ;.-.;~;; 

.'J~:;;0;:t:: ~~t· ~~::~:~:e ·:::::$~:1:r~tf~~:···· ··2~·.••·~· ··:~:~i ~~·r~~;.?~#~ 
hon. Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr · . . . . .. · . . · ·· ... · ··'· ' · -~· 

Chigbo) may continue. Mr .Speaker, Sir, you niay recall•that.­
. ,, sequel to the presentation 0f the -ER'\,lgU, 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have .. ·. Sie:tte · 2005 Appr.opri~tion B);ll ··-~to',:, ,·:~b:i:$( .: .:.:_ .. :;;. ·. t· 
I '. t • . •• • • :·:.-.. :~ ·,.·' .. ~-.>,:·· . .. ~ ...... , ; ... .. ; ... .. ... ,· :-:- .. ·--~ ~- -··- · · · . ·. ' ;H· ._: .• :,•, " ~· ··! . .-:~·; . ::·~ '<.·::- • .:,. : .. /:.·~-~-~.:i-~J .. / ;;;_ ... '.::,-.::/ .. \: ... ··: •. ";.' 

1 '·~'.,:,·· •• :· ,eqnally aone tlu-ough ... the · V~tesv;-y• Ji0U0'1:1XI;I:ble:Ho.;us_e .. b:y : as . E~ce.laency:Jlie·; .:;:_<;:.•;:.,\'' .. .:.:~ 

-~-~-~,:~y::~~~·;i · :·,;Pro?e.~din:s· ,of ·• .. ·q~r;•_· i~~i- .... ~i~i11k::;~~r:::i;~~~i2·t~~q~t"~¥*:'~~~~~~~~~t:~~ ":~~~~:;(~-~~~~&:B.~~··.r.i.:~~~;~··~:-~_1;.:=.;::~ 
· . therefore move for the adoption. · Mbnday, .. ;6 ; .. ·: ne~c~x~J?-ei; ·:-~··'2!Q.0:4 -•-: . .:<gu,i:iitV· :· -:<';:~ ... '. ·i~/ 

subsequently after its ~rid9ptioh --~d'·~{li~~tr. ' .:', . . .. ..: 
Mr Onoh: Mr Speaker, I ris_e .. to 

second the Motion as 1l.1oved by the hon. 
. Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo). 
.. lli~you. . .• .. 

.7 

Questionput and agreed to. 

reading, the Bill was > refel~red·: td ; tl\~/ : • .. ' 
various · . Standing . con;.rriitteeS;, .: .. ;:raj.·:.- :- : ·: .··: 
detailed considen~tioa '' : .: ·;~i:J/ '>::i;;~~--~ . 
. .·. ~-. . . . ' ·,•· .. :. '. . ..· .. ', . _;- ·. ~ · .. .. · -: :~t\: '> :...':: .. · .:····~.~;~,:~- ~ .-_:~ ··:~·-.::;~::· 

. · reeommend~tlon .. to ,~. Co:ffilntttee- ,;.on' .. ·· :,-,,, 
· F:inance . anct :· Appropr;iatiu~ i6r ~:tui1i~er~ > : . ~~r.:\ 

· · •· · · · ; <1 ·:·, -l{,o• ~-
appraiSaL · · · · · 

1090 '0 

. ' 

·:; 



.. 

2177 
Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 

25 January, 2005 2178 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 25'h January, 2005 

The House met at I 0 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, we have before us our Votes 
Proceedings No. 49 dated Wednesday, 
19th January, 2005. I have gone through 
them and foun:d them to be correct. 
However, I call for your comments. 
Thank you. 

Mr A. 0 . Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my respected Colleagues of 

·.· this . great Parliament. . .. · 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II) : Point 
of Order. Mr Speaker, Sir, I observe that 
the hon. Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr 
Chigbo) was not in the Chamber during 
our last sitting. 

Mr Speaker: Order! Was the hon. 
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) in 
the Chamber during our last sitting? 

State Public Otder (Prohibition of 
Membership of Secret Cults)? 

Mr U gwu : Mr Speaker, he came m 
and left. 

Mr J.U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, I am putting it to the hon. 
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) 
that he was not in the Chamber. It was 
the hon. Member for Udi North (Mr 
Njeze) who sat in his position. But, Mr 
Speaker, you have your attenda!1ce with 
you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the attendance record shows that the hon. 
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) 

. was present. 

Mr Onoh: But he was not in the 
Chamber. I am putting it to him, the hon. 
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) 
that he was not in the Chamber. 

Mr Speaker: Order! Honot1rable 
Colleagues, I recall that on that very day, 
the hon. Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr 
Chigbo) was on his seat. He came here 
also to tell me something. That he was 
not with us until the end of the sitting 
does not mean . t~at he cmmot ·move 
Motiori for the adoption of the Votes 
Proceedings. 

Mr Onoh: All right Mr Speaker, we 
Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, I was accept. 

' I 

present. 

Mr Speak~r : Was he there during the 
second reading of the Bill on Enugu 

.Mr Spe,aker: Okay! 
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. ;; .... ~ '·;'' ... ," 

En;~3~~~~e~;;~~~~o;~;l±;~:~~;;;t1~~:e;~~~~;y~?~@~s·;• ~· 
would have done some preambles before • aformal.report thepre~enter stitl~.fu~s· tlkf> ... .. · . 

~i;~~.~;j,.'J!~~i~~~~;~~;~~~i)¥•1fJ!!~i·{--!1f;~t! 
. confines of what was wdttei1 ins1de the . . .~ : 

Mr Onoh: Mr Speaker, Sir, .m1 what main sobpt.lfheh.as. spmetbingto.:s~y to.: . , 
~s contained in the Report given to you; L ·. displac~ or to b~1~tre~s ~lia:t .:he ·.i ·h:~lif: ·. '· ' : . 
assume that the Almighty · God ·in . his · · p:r,y~en~ted, · he :cai1 do :fhat pt8;\'1:~¢if; ;~lA~t;{ · • ... 

. ·: ... · ... · .•. .. infiHite .m~rcy allows .. thul1der ··"·nc,l ... his Member:s)41ow J ha! :11e is;:,:nb . 18ng~i1· · 
\'f~<·;~!A·~:;i~·2f~~rg~tefi~ng:).to~,:}±h!1¥~ ,.::~~(ihir,f#g;; :;ilf~~>gr-~*~%0;1~t;~~d¥Jilig;:~t!o:m~·tl1¢.$.t~~e:~~tt; ;.; ·: ::.: <;~·. ; .-~~:~. · .t;};:c: . . ··• . ,, • , . . .• 

· season being. a plaritihg part of th.is year: >> ·· .,41~~ 
So may I move that you allow me to ... Mr. M. ()nyeze · (Tgbn E~e NottliJ., I): 

.. ,·. offer words of gratitude based on New Mt Speaker; Si1', i feel.Jhat having read . 
Year' to members of my Committee, .asJ ~i the ·conclusions and the Con.1~~ittt;:.e ·. · 
was interrupted in the . :process .. ·• ·of • · Members . e~1dorsed . the script ~· he, has· . 

. >:.,;: ·: :-, :Pt¢:~e.I}~atipi} •. of t~~is . I}eport? At y our : ri .ad., , h~ S~Oll;lgjpell i h o.ut og .])~11CJ!~;(gf · •. 

·• .. :· , ai~::;;:::·::, iut .. ·ts .lli,'upm,ci}ri-~i:~r~iia\i~W··~;f~·· ~ 
of the Members of the Commrttee go on, ·· I S' or:al ·there 1s no·:way that· ·th~ 'M.)em:b;er·S·\•,,\t•,'·T··: 
to give a report of what is not contained .·. tan retrieve it. So l'et the · Chainn~u1•~end' 
in your Report. ·with the conclusions. If.thet,e ·. is ·ffiiy 0.ther, 

_ · . . . _ : ·. .. ,.. . thing . to . say . as .-=th.~ . G~aiirm..an not on: 
· ·· 1\>ir ,:on~oh: . Hoiiburabte·· •t:i6tteagti~s : · B~h~f ·of the Co~i.tt~e. ·~~.~bei~; , ·4~ ·, ;q~: 

what do you say? .. · . ·.. Can ~go , ahead . to ,. sa.y .tliern. W,e: ql:):m,n:Gt·: :.: 
· ·. · ·.. . .. ·.. · . .··· ··• · · . ;:;>.;1.,]•c·:.•ci¢c~,pt;o/11~t :is ·nqtc,oriitai:n&u: i'd ;th~i::~~l;~pt:::,· ... • :;·,:.-,. 
Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker Sir, J believ~ :::• that we·are having:. · · · · · : .. 

that having read the conclusions of the • .. 
, .. . Report, whCJ.tremains,is thenarnes .o.[thc; . .' 'Q~pt;l:ty L~a_d.er: Mr Speaker Sir; I 

: ''i:?:·f:;: :; .:., ·:,~Bl:0ri}:· 1Vlenibets th:~t':· sifp,;e,& 't}),e ~:R~Ji0_d)<· ·:·j1a.:ve:.a'lthui :ofxibser'vatio.n.d ·. do ~ot:thirtl~: · 
·. After the members that signed it, he can ·. that the .hon: Member. forEii'ugu :'N:ortft .. 

now seek pe1mission to make further · (Mr Onoh) is .a stere,otyped~humai·i)D:¢ing. •· 
comments out side the Report by the . He has that competenqe ~s.-:tl:ie. Ch~tp.n~~·:.; -: , .. .·. .. i 

;{ii~Eii~I!¥J~~l~;:;~~Jr,,~~1~E$Jjf:f~!l~~~~~~t: 
· y · · R~pmione has the options_ofiJlustrating ''~9' 

· niore on his Ryport, provided he does. not 
• • • • • " ·, • .•• ,~. I 

~~~~~~ . 
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.00 Comments : 
)( : :; i)t'!l ii"IU'il [(; ~-i ~lft.: t \W[[ \1,_· '.' ~I.' !ULIS 

' ;:·: !! iding c~:mmitt ces in vir~:::d . and 
.-; ;ibS ~ ( (LlC IH iy i IHCr~lc lc.:d \ ·Vi Lh \ : t t' IU LI :) 

~ 'fi:1isl 1·ies ~m ;J Go,·c mmcnt<ll Organs to · 
ascerta in the true situation. 

These Committees after critical 
Pn8 l)'S is of respective ollocotions ·for 

• ll ; ~·i1 ,:Mivus IVI.i.n1 slr i ..::s i hm1sLatals I 
,. .. : :r~> mi ::;~:i ons bcins 1int unminclftil of tl1e 
p:·cvailing econorni,c realitie~ and the ·.· 
present ecpnomic refo rms .·· embarked 
upon by the government which are 
ai mecl at improving the economy 
LhrOLtgh str.icl Ji.nCJncial and economic 
exercise ,. therefore. recomrnencled that 
o···:'V'l'li\T :-tll ne'i'll i ()n f'o r :!II lhl' \';t r itHIS 

I !'':H! / sub- heads 1'i:·m8 in as they are 
,on ta.i nl:d in the BiJl and ~hl: budget . 
esti mate 2005. · 

Recor•1menclation 
·. Tbe 2005 Budge( tagged "budget of 
kgacy" is n masterpiece. Thi s is becau se 

. m~my Mini stries :1nc1 Go\•c :-nmentill 
I 1 g~ ' l lS \<Vt rL: s ~ll i s l led ,:v ilh Lhc budgelmy 
allocat.ion approprt{l.~ed Lo the1l1. ln view 
of the aboye, Committee tberefore has · 
:··-co mmended !'or approve:d the 

·appropriated sum or: twenty-five Billion . 
U nc 1·-I.Linclred and lhiny lou1; Million, 
Seven 1-hmclred and Ninely-seven 
Tl,n: tsn nd . Five Hundred N:1ir:1 lt l ihc 
-; ... · 1 ' ices l>l ' Ll tt.: (iu vnntJJenl 0 1. l·~ nU):!.U 

.·,~~lll' of Nige.ri a for this liscal ycm, i.e . . 
l k i..tcl 412 to 468 and all the sub-heads 
<:1:1d . .their co rrespo nding bud getary 
al !ocal ion remains uncbanged . 

.7 

I 

Conclusion 
\ ',.',: l llll .ol. ~iJ\ ' ll1.il ill~ ' .: .\, ;·, t .,· \\. 

ve rv wnnh\.v-hJie: R.lsn rhe \ 'nm m1tree 
1\~llt\~, tt, > Ll::i~:: lhi::> tll~.:LLU11l l U ~.:\jJ I \.::,:> iL ~· 

un2lloycc1 gratitude to tl1e Hm.1sc for thi s 
opporttmity to render service to our state . . 

Sgd1 

Hon Onoh .T . 
Chairm.an 

Sgd · .... 

Hon Anikwe P. 
·Member 

0ij,U 

Hon . E nebe C. 
iVI,·IJih•.'i 

·~r!;d 
H on. An ieh n l.;wu .T . 
Member 

Sgd 
Hon. (Nze) Onyeze 
Member · 

Stj,t-i. 
Hon. (P•·incess) Ogbn . 

i\ I \~ ill h, 'I' 

vVe agreed LU have maJe all possible 
efforts on the state. of the nation on Lhc 
present moral values, efforts for' essential . 
sacrifice on the pm·t of om . poiitical 
8 111 h.iti nn .... ( fntfrmj?tirms l . 

Several bon. lVfembcrs: We do not 
knu w lro m when:: the hon. Member Cor 
Enugu. North (lvlr Onuh) is reading. 

M. r Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Enu~u North (Mr Onoh) sl1oulcl reali se 
he LS preseming a keporL lrom Lhe 
Budgel Commiuee on 2005 bsllmale and 
!h<tl i" :1 l'nm• ;t! 1\•:i·'nJ·I i\ 1111 .... :,:,i h .. · i: 

c>:j)l;Clcd Lo read tS w liuL l1c lws 
ct JTUidlcU Lu Ulc . i1un. lvkmbcrs. 

rvlr· Orio h: Mr Speaker Sir, l cu11 just 
aLlcling some embellishment .. . 
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digress. So Mr Speaker, Sir, I believe 
that he has the right to buttress his 
points. Thank you, Sir. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, let me tell you something. 
Now this Report was ·signed by the 
Chairman and Members of the 
Committee and like I said earlier, if he is 
giving preamble, it is tmderstandable, 
but having said conclusions he went 
ahead to introduce .other matters that are 
not cmmected to the Repmi here. It was 
not signed by Committee Members. Like 
the hon. Member for Igbo Eze North I 
(Mr On);eze) said, if there is any reason 
for us to disagree then why and how do 
we disagree? What he will do, he c.an as 
the ·· Chairman of the Committee 
conclude his Report. As the Chairman it 
was duly signed by his humble self and 
Members of the Committee. He can now 
go ahead to add more points as it was 

·not contained in this Report. 

Mr Onoh: Mr Speaker Sir, my hon. 
Colleagues, I will not add more 
problems, I will rather say in the words 
of Julius Caesar that I died in the hands 
of so many physicians. (Prolonged 
Laughter)! 

Mr Speaker: You can go ahead. 

Mr Onoh: Thank you, Mr Speaker 
Sir, point of information. The hon. 
Member for Igbo Eze North I (Mr 
Onyeze) made an argwnent and in his 
statement, he made a legal mistake·: He 
can only argue on a document which he 
does not have, but anything that was said 

and it is not contained in the doctiment 
. does not become legally binding but can 
be treated as oral. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move 
that the Report of the Committee on 
Appropriation of Enugu State 2005 
Appropriation Bill be accepted for 

. consideration by this honourable House. 
Thank you, Sir. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker Sir, I 
have risen · to second the Motion as 
moved by the able Leader of_ the House 
(Mr Ani~hukvvu). Thank you, Sir. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move that 
the House do now resolve itself into a 
Committee of the :whole House for the 
consideration of the Report alongside 
with the original Bill. Thank you. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

THE ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
APPROPRIATION BILL 2005 -

(Considered in the Committee of the 
Whole House) 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, let us suspend the Title, the 
date of commencement, enactment. 

Citation - agreed to 
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Section 2: Expenditure - of Ten 
Billion, Six Hundred and Twenty-seven 
Mil lion. Six Hundred Thousand, Five 

Deputy Speaker: For ENSIEC, there 
is no problem there but they had Five 
Million we should add Ten Million to 

Hundred Naira out of consolidated make it fifteen. 
Revenue fund. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have an amendment there_ I 
am proposing that we introduce Section 
414A to accommodate Local 
Government Pensions Board which was 
omitted completely_ 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, listen so that you can follow 
what is going on. If you look at Section 
41 2A. 41 2B. 412© 412(d), 413 , 414(a), 
then 413(b), 413(c) and 413(d) then we 
have 414 up to the Head of Service. 
Then, if there is something you want to 
introduce which is not contained in this 
law we should allow it to come under 
41 4 so that you know where we are. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, we are 
proposing the inclusion of Local · 
Government Pensions Board and the 
sum of Two Hundred Million Naira is 
required fo r the service for the year. It is 
an oversight (interruption). 

Mr Speaker, so, like I said, we are 
introducing Section 414A, Local 
Government Pensions Board, that was 
completely omitted and my Committee 
recommends One Hundred Million Naira 
fo r them. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: What of ENSIEC? 

Mr Speaker: Please, let us do it one 
by o'ne. Let us finish the Pensions Board 
first , we will then move ahead to see if 
there is any need for us to introduce 
additional fund to State INEC. We wil l 
do that. However, if you look at this Bill , 
the Govermnent has to budget what they 
can realise. 

Section 412 - 413 - Ordered to stand 
part ofthe Bill. 

Section 414A (Proposed 
Amendm.ent) 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, may I move that we include 
Section 414A - (Local Government 
Pensions Board ), with the sum of N200 
Million (Two Hundred Million Naira)_ 

Deputy Speaker: I second the 
Motion accordingly. 

As amended, ordered to stand 
part ofthe Bill. 

Sections 415- 429 - Ordered to stand 
pa1i of the Bill. 

Head 430 - 440 - ordered to stand 
part o{ the Bill 

Head 450 - 468 - ordered to form 
part of the Bill_ 
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Title- agreed to. Order Paper to a later date to be 
determined by the Rules and Business 

Commencement date 1/1 /05- agreed Committee ofthis House. 
to. 

Enactment- agreed to. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I report the 
Bill out of Committee with C~.mendments 
and move that it be read the third time. 

Bill accordingly read the Third time 
and passed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, the Enugu State 2005 
Appropriation Bill, as amended, has now 
been passed. I humbly wish to express 
my gratitude to all the hon. Members 
especially the Chairman of the 
Committee on Finance and 
Appropriation for the attention given to 
this Bill. Having done this great work, 
the Governor has been given the 
instrument to operate. I wish to thank the 
Clerk and other staff of the Assembly 
for their hard work. May God continue 
to reward you all. Thank you. 

THE ENUGU STATE PUBLIC ... 

Several bon. Members: Defer debate 
on the Bill to a later date. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I am happy that 
democracy is very much on course in 
Enugu State. In view of this, may I move 
that this hopourable House do now step 
down further debate on item five on the 

Mr A.O. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second that 
Motion as movecl by the hon. Leader. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Debate on item jive on the Order 
Paper accordingly stepped down to a 
later date. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move that 
.this honourable House do now adjourn 
till 1 Oa.m. on Thursday, the 2 i 11 day of 
January, 2005. Thank you. 

Mrs E. Ogbu (Udenu) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to second that Motion as 
moved by the hon. Leader. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Thursday 2i11 January, 2005, 
at 1 Oa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.30p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 2 i 17 January, 2005 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS . 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, before us are our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 50 of Tuesday 25th day 
of January 2005 . I have carefully gone 
through them ml.d found them to be 
accurate. However, I call for your 
comments. Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, I have equally gone 
through the Votes Proceedings and 
found the contents to be acctirate 
records of our last sitting. Based on this, 
may I quickly move that the Votes 
Proceedings be adopted. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Thmlic . 
you Mr Speaker, I have risen to second 
the Motion as moved by the hon. 
Member for Nsukka West (Mr Onah). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 
25117 January, 2005 accordingly 
adopted _, 

. PRESENTATION OF A BILL 
THE ENUGU STATE HIV/AIDS 
ANTI-DISCRIMINATION AND 

PROTECTION BILL 2004 

A Bill for a Law to Provide Against 
all Forms of Discrimination and Give 
Protection, Access to Justice, Support 
and Care for All Persons Living with 
and Affected with HIV I AIDS in Enugu 
State and Other Matters Related thereto; 
presented by Mr E. Odoh (Chiel Whip) 
read the first time and referred to the 
Joint Committees on Health, Judiciary, 
Public Petitions, Ethics and Privileges, 
Women Affairs and . Social 
Development to report out within two 
weeks. 

ORDER OF THEDA Y 

THE ENUGU STATE PUBLIC 
ORDER (PROHIBITION OF 
MEMBERSHIP OF SECRET 
CULTS) BILL NO. 14,2004 

(Adjourned Debate on Second 
Reading (1811

' January, 2005) 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr 
Speaker, may I move that the Bill be 
now read the second time. Thank you. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I): Thmuc 
you, Mr Speaker, I rise to second the 
Motion as moved by the hon. Leader of 
the House. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, you will recall that this Bill 
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thts-jtrhcture·~ m:ay-r requesnhat those' ·of 
you who have not actually contributed 
to the debate to do so now. Thank you. 

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu.South): I 
have risen Mr Speaker, to contribute to 
the debate on the prohibition of 
membership of secret cult Secret cult 
originated right from the time of the 
Colonial Masters in this country. And 
the founding fathers initiated the cult of 
the secret organisation to fight against 
the inhuman treatment, ·· tortme and 
degradation of human body by the 
Colonial Masters then. And this was 
centred then at the campus arena .. Now, 
the secret cult has metamorphosed into · 
a dangerous society altogether. It is now 
being used to send great tlu·eat and 
hatred on the members of the society, 
even in the school. 

Secret is something that is known by 
a small number of people and then kept 
secret or away from the knowledge of 
other people, or great number of people 
. .. and by that definition and the nature, 
it is used for something that is bad. 

Therefore, we are · saying that it 
should be condemned. Human rights 
border on the right to life, freedom of 
movement, freedom of liberty to people 
but all the§e things have been tlu-own to 
the wind by the attitude of members of 

·:-·· 
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members of the secret cult Some of the 
students do not even have the freedom 
to · associate or assemble because the 
memb.ers of the secret cult will be 
hunting them unless they belong to their 
own organisation. It is now making 
some parents to have the fear of sending 
their children to school; instead, they 
will now be sending them to learn some 
trades and this will be bad to the 
educational development of this very 
nation. It is bad. The highly placed 
people in this society lend their weight 
to the organisation of tbe secret cults. 

They call it blending. It is a system 
whereby some of those people will have 
their own family and themselves into a 
secret organisation. Therefore, how do 
we check it? We are centering our 
prohibition on the schools but we have 
not said anything about -the .entire 
society, the people that matter. If we ban 
it in the schools, how then do you ban it 
in the larger society. That becomes a 
problem, but I am saying that no matter 
what happens, it is proper to ban 
membership or the secret cult, because it 
is used not for the benefit of the society . 
but for the disadvantage of the society. 

With this little submission of mine, I 
will say that I am urging other Menibers 
of the great House to lend their weight 
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to the prohibition of secret cult in our 
society . 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to speak on this 
Bill before the Parliament. I am lending 
my support, one, because it is enshrined 
in the Constitution. Part of 
disqualification for the Members of the 
House is fotmd in Section 1 07(g) of the 
1999 Constitution: It says - You shall 
not be a member of a Secret Society. 

Honourable Members, say about the 
year 1952, Harri Confraternity was 
formed in the University College, 
Ibadan by Wole Soyinka and Co. , then. 
It was not called secret society. It was 
there for the protection of our people 
against the Whites . It was for the 
egalitarian society. The move then was 
not militant. I am against it today 
because it turned to be militant. 
Otherwise, there are so many things 
they do in the secret. As you know . the 
field of 6ft x 4ft is played in the secret 
and nobody banned it. That game is 
played in the secret and nobody banned 
it, but because this is militant and they 
have gone to both our higher and lower 
institutions of learning, and one of our 
duties here, is to make good laws for the 
people. We should not fail to perform 
our Constitutional duties. 

This Bill is before us now because as 
I have once said authority as we all 
know is the command · of another 
commander directed to the commander 
and that i ~ why they sent this Bill to us 

to make sure that they are authorized to 
prosecute accordingly. 

Honourable Members, I do believe 
that our duties here as representatives of 
our people, is to make sure, just as we 
have here in this State, that peace and 
harmony reign, and that is what we want 
in our institutions of lower and higher 
learning. We must protect and perform 
the duties assigned to us 
Constitutionally as this is a 
Constitutional duty. 

I am also praying that this very Bill 
which is of high impact should have 
more advocacy, and what I mean by this 
is public hearing, for people to come 
and air their views for us to use their 
views to pass this Bill accordingly. 

Mr Speaker, fellow hon. Members, I 
know that if this is done, the public has 
done their duties and then tmn to the 
Parliament to perform her own duties, 
and I know we shall not fail them. With 
this, Mr Speaker, I beg to warm my seat. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to give · my 
contribution to this important Bill. To 
my own mind, Mr Speaker, the 
disadvantages of membership of secret 
cults are more than the advantages. One, 
the activities of cultism most of the time 
do not allow the members to be serious 
with their studies, thereby wasting the 
efforts of their parents. Secondly. it 
leads to the killing of both cult members 
and innocent students and citizens . 
Thirdly, most of the times when 
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In view of t!1i~ d~y~19iJl11~nt, I wish 

~h~x~r~J~it7te2~#$~J~ 11.~~/ ;~,~ 
tlu:ough of the Bill ut this second stage. 
More importantly, I wish to express my 
happiness to those of us who 
contributed during the first day of the 
debate, and this after noon. It has been 
very wonderfuL I wish also to express 
my happiness to the Clerks-at-Table and 
Members of the press. 

Before, I end up, just like the Deputy 
Speaker rightly pointed ·out, I would 
wish that the House Committee in 
charge of this Bill should try to organize 
a · public hearing because it is a very 
important Bill. .It has to .touch Jhe lives 
of OULpeople. ' It'h~s t6';'g't3;~·a~:tP.tig:W~y~i) 
improve on the lives . of the society. 

T~~refore, it requires p~qplf:!' s inpqt 
byf<;>r~ the pa~sqg~ intq la'Y. I · ~in9er~ly 
~~wess my : ~~ppine.ss t\) all of us, Th~pl~ 
yov al1d Qop ble,ss. 
,. ' .• ' . :~ . . ,• ' .. ·: . . . 

ANN.OUNCEM~~t 
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M~etio~ 

lYlr ~peal<~r: Hoqourabl~ 
Gop~a,gy_es 1 · ~lj~ .· 'pe()pl~ fl·on1 Ei1\.tgt1 
North-Se1i~1oriaJ zon¢. will n1eet ·at the 
p6pt}~Y. ·si)e:~i~~i:'~ Qf~·c~ on the rising pf 
the }Io\1~e·,-:. ' : · · . .·. · 
'" ':· I • . ·.~ . :: ·, ·.-

Mr A, 0. Q)J.jgp.9 (U?.:9:Dwani,): Mr 
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Otfi,Qe ·,: - ·/~f ... ,. J?¢.p~!ty: : $p7:*~? 
([IJierr;14p~ie~L · 
·.·.·/ ·, .-y' · ··:.. . . :· • '· •• ' 

1\;lr Spe~l~~r: Jlc~1 ~P ~~~)Ql}pcyp~ei)t, · 
~9 rat1r,iigtl;>6th¢t¢9, if yqq 9.Qi1't me~t. 
r v.;as · · :~s!~\~a .'.tq· ·~11~ r t1'-!~Y. t9 -do · th~i~· r 
mn, 'Ji~f; ii~~r,~~tid - wlwi~~~~: Y9\1· ,me.~ct~o 
or not. But !tis important you attend. 

Notice of Visit to Enugu State 
University of Science and 

Technology, ESUT 

The House Committee on Education 
Science and Technology will pay a 
courtesy visit to the new Acting Vice 
Chancellor of Enugu State University of 
Science and Technology today, 2i11 day 
of January, 2003 by 2p.nL Signed by the 
Chairman (Mr Onyeze). 

r:·~.;~?~f~~:.~·~i:r~t·~,~ ·! t=~r ::. ·· · .:·~ .. /·}· :)I -· ~ ... ·:-• .. !.~ ·- •· ~·-..... : ·-~--. 
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Bill 

I also wish to appeal to the Joint 
Chairmen of this Bill which we had the 
First reading this morning to endeavour 
to meet the deadline so that we can get 
it behind us. 

Mr Speaker: I have heard hon. the 
Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve). I 
appreciate his view and I can tell him 
that we will try to get it behind us. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable 
ADJOURNMENT House do now adjourn till Tuesday, 151 

February, 2005 at 10 a.m. 
Leader (Mr Anichukvvu): Mr 

Speaker, may I move that this Adjourned accordingly at 1.40p.m. 
honourable House do now adjourn till 
Tuesday, the first day of February 2005 
at 1 Oa.m. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader: Thank you Mr 
Speaker. While seconding the Motion 
for adjournment, may I also observe 
with disappointment the nature of our 
Camera because if you watch over the 
television any day, for instance, when 
we passed this year's Appropriation 
Bill, if you look at the screen you will 
be ashamed; it is just darlmess that was 
being shown, nothing at all to be seen. 
Therefore, I encourage the appropriate 
Committee to help secure a befitting 
Camera . because I can see there is no 
proper light that is why nobody is seen. 
On this note, I encourage the 
appropriate Department to take proper 
step . 

.Y 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
sl Tuesday, 1 February, 2005 

The House mel at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honomable 
Colleagues, om Votes and Proceedings 
of Tuesday, 2i11 January, 2005 are 
before us . Please Tuesday should be 
expunged and replaced with Thursday. It 
should now read Thursday, 27'" January, 
2005. I have gone through them, apart 
from the above minor error, I found the 
rest of the contents to be con-ect. 
However, I need your comments . Thank 
you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (01ji River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
tlu·ough the Votes and Proceedings of 

. th 
Thursday, 27 January, 2005, and found 
them to be correct. Therefore, I move for 
their adoption. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South) : Mr 
Speaker Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of our last 
sitting and found them to be the true 
reflection of what we discussed. I, 
therefore, second the Motion for their 
adoption. Thank you. 

·' 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings ol Thursday. 
27'17 January, 2005 accordingly adopted 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE HIV/AIDS ANTI­
DISCRIMINATION A ND 
PROTECTION BILL 2005 

A Bill for a Law to Provide 
Against all Forms of 
Discrimination and give 
Protection Access to Justice, 
Support and care for All Persons 
Living with and Affected by 
HIV /AIDS in Enugu State and 
Other Matters Related Thereto -
(ORDER FOR SECOND 
READING READ) 

·· Chief Whip: Mr Speaker Sir, may I 
move that the Bill before this honourable 
House be now read the Second time. 
Thank you. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to second the Motion moved by the 
Chief Whip (Mr Odo) thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Floor is now open for discussion on 
the Bill before this honourable House as 
it appeared in today's Order Pap~r. The 
Sponsor of the Bill, the Chief Whip, (Mr 
Odo) can now lead us in the debate . 
Thank you. 

Chief Whip: Thank you Mr Speaker. 
The reason behind the formulation of this 
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are not-m±ected, yotl are affected by way Colleagues from other States to·borrovr -a 
of having a relative who is living with leaf from what we are doing here. The 
HIV. current National Assembly is trying to 

The formulation of this Bill has 
introduced us to a lot of processes. One 
of these processes in the first instance 
was the Court decision in Ukonu and 
Abaka, where the Court helped to 
interpret section 34 of Nigerian 
Constitution. I am talking of Section 34 
(l)(a) : right to dignity of human person: 
This section 34( 1 )(a) said that every 
individual is entitled to respect for the 
dignity of his person, and accordingly: 
no person, shall be su~jected to torture 
or to inhuman or degrading treatment. 
So the Court was able to interpret 
torture, through psychological torture 
which basically is one of the major 
problems people Jiving with HIV are 
fac ing. It cited a case where seven men 
were convicted of criminal offence, and 
the mode of executing them was through 
pouring them acid, one after the other. 
When a bucket of acid was poured on 
the sixth person the seventh person who 
has seen all .these things was affected 
psychologically. Then finally they now 
poured a bucket of acid on the seventh 
person ~d he died. You now find out 

. that most problems as it relates to 

emulate the Enugu State House of 
Assembly because somehow they got a 
hint ofthis Bill that is going on here. We 
are happy today that we are into the 
Second reading and we should be the 
first State Assembly to pass this Bill, and 
not only in Nigeria but the whole Africa. 

Mr Speaker Sir we have divided this 
Bill into segments and stages. In stage 1 
we have been able to do some · 
consultations. We have been able to 
consult some religious bodies ,- legal 
pra,ctitioners banks, Ministries and even 
the House of Assembly in our 
consultation processes. Thereafter we 
have been able to organise policy 
dialogue workshops for House of 
Assembly Members, majority of us were 
in attendance, and other stakeholders 
sometime last . year to obtain their 
consent and contributions towards the 
fo rmation ofthis BilL 

As a result Mr Speaker we got the 
views of the Honourable Members 
towards the actualization of this BilL We 
went further to hold a two-day workshop 
for the stakeholders in Health Sectors 
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along side the Members of this House of 
Assembly all in a bid to articulate the 
best way forward to carry on with this 
BilL And as a result we were able to 
form a Technical Committee 1o peruse 
and look into the suggestio11 ~ mas]e by 
the hon. Members, some stakeholde1:s in 
the Health Industry whic11. at the. end 9t' 
the day we were able. to put up a report 
and finally submitted it to the Ministry 
of Justice for final vetting and legal 
purification to be in line with the Reform 
Process of Enugu State Government. 

Cunently, Mr Speaker, we are now 
doing a hand to hand media campaign in 
respect of this HIV with particular 
reference the campaign currently going 
on NT A . [TV . Radio Nigeria, and 
ESBS. Mr Speaker, Sir, last Thursday 
we were able to introduce this Bill and it 
was able to sail through by the assistance 
ofthe Members ofthis House. 

Now we come to give reason why the 
Bill should be allowed to sail through by 
the Members. The intention of the 
articulators or the people behind this Bill 
stem from the fact that HIV is a very 
deadly disease. It is a disease that, 
ordinary nobody should feel proud to be 
associated with . In fact, prior to this time 
around, leprosy appeared to get the same 
feeling but HIV has ousted leprosy 
because it has dangerous connotations. 

All the laws that had been made on 
HIV has been on the issue of the use of 
contraceptives, on issue of use of 
condom, usually shown on NT A a~1d . . . . ~ 

other Tel~Visions on Zip-up, Zip-up; that . ' . . . .. . . 

is not really entirely the sdution. to the 
p!·oblern . w~ fe,el that' it i ~ · CO~'Pl110J~ 
knowledge that 11~~my people are infecte~ · 
and affected by HIV . in th~ w'or!d 
rqnpi\1g ii1to. n-ii !l ions ·even i;1 Nige1:ia: 
G<=~i·ge ·' pir~ep1~ge · of Ni~~ri ~u1;s 11~~~ 
!ested pQ$itive \pHlV ~md ~yen in f;:nugu 
Stat~·: In' fact'it1 ev~r)' te~~ pel:SOI~S two' of 
tlie~ rl1~1st. t~~t' HIV, po~itive. ·'th~lib~irig 
so we now feel that there will come a 
time when we end up producing children 
living with HIV. 

W ~ have to device a means of 
canying people living with HIV along 
and most problem we have is the people 
living with the disease and · because of 
the psychological trauma they have been 
going through, because people living 
with this disease are never proud to come 
out, they end up spreading the disease on 
one by one basis. 

What this Bill is seeking to canvass is 
that all tl~ese discriminations being 
meted out to these people living with 
HIV will henr.eforth stop with the 
passage of this BilL The only way we 
can do this is to give support to this BilL 
realizing the fact that we have made 
some conscious etiorts to educate people 
living with the disease that having sex 
fmther with their partners will increase 
their viral load and will be detrimental to 
their health. The contacts from where the 
disease transfers from one person to 
another is not what we anticipate. 

For instance if people living with this 
dise~§~ Gpm~ out pe9.ple -will finp it 
ci~ffjc~-* ~s> ~~w¥~ h!=J-Ilg§ ~itb tbe:11.1; tpat i ~ ' ' . . -· . 

I 103 



El~14$~ ~~(q£(3_ f;i. r,1ts:e pf A~-~~t;r!bly Deqgtes, 
· .. '1 February, 2005 · 2207 

. ' ~; ( 

n8t ~!lft Y:!fl:Y it tr,$lq$fer~ fro111 on~ pe1:son 
t8 ~nmb~H, ~~ Rgm~? th~J~W:$b . §~?C¥C11 
\pte.rP..~.wt~~ ~nQ t~1r.S>ugh t!1e_. tise of .un­
~terHi~ed objects. Having understood the 
,;er)/ :~11~ans th1:ough .which the disea~e 
cm1' ~ trarismi t · frm11 one p~rson to the 
other;· what we are nOW . cm1vassing lS 
that without all these connotations 'mid 
dis~rim!nations, those people living with 
the: ,,_.HJV. .. ,wilL.J10:"~¥ . declare themselves . ' ': ...•. : . . . •' : . .. ' . ' ·~ '· ,. '. ' . . .. ' ' . . . .. ··~ . ; '. : 

openly; knowing that they ·a.re not going 
to lose m1ything. · · · 

I give you a case of so11.1ebody wl~o 
contributed to a radio programme an~ 
becci'use,; somebody was able . to ids:;ntify 
his : ·~~ice, ·b~catise it was a pr~gramme 
concerning HIV, the · person who 
contributed is living with HIV; unknown 
to him somebody had identified his 
voice; the person Works in the Ministry 
in Enugu State here. At the end of the 
day that led to the termination of his 
appointment. If we keep on this way, 
there will come a time we keep on 
reducing the ecOnomic capacity and 
productivity of especially the youths in 
this country. We are not canvassing that 
people should sleep with the people 
Jiving HIV, we are canvassing that the 
moment we do not stigmatize the people 
living with HIV, they will now feel free 
with the members of the society. They 
will now feel free to declare themselves 
that they are carrying HIV but if we keep 
on concealing it, there will come a time 
they would intentionally decide even to 
transmit the disease. 

1 have had a case of where somebody 
who is infected swore that before he dies 
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that he must communicate it to two 
l}.uqgre~ p~~~()~1~ : It · i~ · ~~Y IJ¥h~f tlwt· if 
people . \ll19~!st~n.d . the w~1ol~ intents of 
this Bill such people :with . such 
dangerous . intei1sions will have 1~othing 
to . lose, 'because the · o;1ly · reason they 
have to do . that is because of the 
stigmatization because once they come 

. in people will feel somehow about them. 

· W ~ are tl}er~fore . canvassing that we 
give stlppcH1 t~ t4is Bill in other to re~lly 
9top · !hiS, q~mj;er()us treqd. We . equ~lly 
liaise· g11r~~lves with the umbrella body 
in Enugu Sta~e that appear to see to the 
day to . day rwming of HIV activities that 
is, Enugu State Action Committee on 
HIV (ENSACA). These people, we will 
try to incorporate them in this Bill to the 
extent of regulating and implementing 
the laws as made by this House of 
Assembly. Just like NACA at the 
National level used to do same in Nigeria 
as a whole . We have equally gone to the 
extent of trying to seek the view of well 
meaning Nigerians in the Health Sector. 

We have been able to . incorporate in . 
Chapter one the issue of testing people 
may be people who are donating blood 
and what have you. We are trying to 
advocate that · for people to go for HIV 
tests it must be a voluntary issue. It is not 
something somebody should be forced to 
do before, may be, some kind of favour · 
is done to him. 1 have heard of one of the 
Embassy before you travel they must test 
your HIV status. · It does not really 
portray the essence of this Bill and that 
will certainly under-mine the 
productivity of such individual. Take for 
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instance, if there is a scientist in this 
country who had wanted may b~ tq 
advance because of his learn~J1g .. hi an 
advanced country and tl~en ?\)1 .. of ' a 
sudden the person is denied a ·v !SA. 1 
mean yo u can imagine the level of 
problem the person could have . This is 
why we are now saying that people 
going for tests should as much as 
possible see it as voluntary and the 
consent of the person must accordingly 
be obtained. That is what we are trying 
to imply here. This is not to say that it is 
automatic. 

There are . cases through which one 
can be forced to Lmdertake blo~d tests as 

, , .. '' , '' .~ ' I; , . ~·. . , 

in the case of somebody may be who 
want to donate blood to an individual , it 
is necessary that this kind of person will 
be compelled to consent to testing him 
so as to know whether such a person is 
HIV free. so as not to infect the other 
person he are trying to save. There are 
also cases of rape where the proof of 
rape is an issue. then there has to be a 
test of the person or persons who are 
trying to inflict the crime. As against the 
rape per se, it has to be verified whether 
or not the persons who are raping the 
other has HfV. These are cases of 
exception but generall y vve do not 
advocate that people should be made to 
have a compulsory test before they 
undergo medical test. This has caused a 
lot of problems in terms of employment, 
in terms of even wedding as the case 
may be. 

If you ·turn to Section 5 that was 
where we high-lighted the issue ofBlood 

" 

Tiss~Je, Organ and Booy Flt~id which has 
vi~ttta\ly .. peen reqd . . ·we equ~tlly 
incoi·porated t~1~ Y,Vays thro~gb whlcb tl~)s 
d(§ease. ~()9!c(ge~ ~o - ~~'?iT).e '9i)1e;. i)e;:s~~1s 
SL!Cb as . the 'l.t.se' of 's yringe . and I11ay be 
perfo rated gloves and may be basically 
through sexual intercourse. The intention 
of the draft may and which I will urge 
the House to imbibe is to make it a 
criminal offence by Section 4 where we 
wrote Criminal and Corrective System 
Legislation. 

We intend to make it a criminal 
offence if someone is established to have 
been HlV positive, intentionaJJy exposes 
him~~\ftg ·sqp1epq<]y wbo i§ ~n. innnc~nt 
person with a view of inf1icting this 
dreadful disease to the person. It should 
be made a criminal offence and as a 
matter of fact in Section 4 sub-section 
(i)(3) we high lighted the concept of the 
Criminal Code which says that before a 
Sexual inter-course is undertaken there 
must be a consent between the adults. In 
this case while we are placing true 
reliance on the criminal code, we are 
equally advancing that even where such 
a consent is obtained that it is still a 
criminal offence or else the person who 
is intending to engage in the act knows · 
fully well that the person be is about to 
sleep with is a HIV positive person. 

We have cases of sexual act and 
relationship that if for instance we have 
been able to advance that anyone who 
refused to use or approve the use of 
condom by consenting adults in a 
relationship or who forces, coerces, 
rewards, or threatens a sexual pminer in 
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placing this Bill at per with the infringed t+pon. This is based on the 
fundamental Human Rights as enshrined societal influence arising · from the 
in Chapter 4 of the Constitution of the psychological torture they have gone 
Federal Republic ofNigeria. true . 

You need not shoot a man or ppison 
him before you know that you have 
committed murder. · You could commit 
murder through some other means, and 
for us to stop this very trend, it appears a 
bit abstract for that is a reality. Take for 
instance there is nobody who parades 
himself as somebody living with HIV · 
but what normally happens in most cases 
is that they keep on concealing it, trying 
to behave as if nothing is happening, 
even where there has been a medical test 

. to that effect. All they now have to do is 
to find a way of transmitting it to others; 
all because of the psychological 
problem, he will be having, all because 
of the discrimination being meted to 
them in their places of work, in their 
families, in their churches, in buses and 
what have you. Generally, it affects their 
relationship with their partners and with 
the people they will wish to relate to. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this has been the 
rationale and the principles rather than 
the merits of this very Bill. We know 
that we are starting newly and it will be 
very difficult for somebody to enforce 
this law. As people are not ready to 
identify tl~emselves as people living with 
HIV, we 'have tried to incorporate under 

This Bill seeks to enable interested 
'.'... o ' ' • •' ,• I 

organisations register for that purpose o.r 
somebody · · with any ·representative 
capacity to champion the course of these 
people. This Bill seeks to give the court 
powers and limited · number of time 
within which to follow the matter up, so 
as to award damages in favour of persons 
living with HIV. 

The Bill, as well, is intended to oblige 
the court the powers to pursue that case 
to the end, even when the person living 
with HIV is dead, so that the death of .the 
person living with the disease does not in 
any way exterminate judicial process in 
court. We have equally looked at the 
ways through which the Bill can be 
extended to accommodate our children at 
school. We have advocated for the 
children · to . rece.ive appropriate 
information and education on how to 
avoid HIV, . and other sexually 
transmitted infections because if we keep 
on hiding this issue it will come to a tiine 
when it will get out of control. There 
should be a way that we can 
communicate to our children, we 
advocated that it be inserted into the 
students' curriculum. So. from day one, 
somebody will know the risks involved 
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and if for any reason somebody catches 
it. for instance, people believl'; thq.t this 
disease .can be contacted alone on.l)1 

tlu·ough sexual intercourse. This is not 
true. 

Some people are naturally born as 
people li ving with HfV. They committed 
no crime. Some do contact this disease 
through barbing their hair. Some do 
contact it through the attendance to 
quack hospitals and what have you 
where some used syringes were re-used 
!-'or inj ection purposes. 

·lnfact. about 70% of the people living 
with the disease could say that it is not 
really their fault. If we realise that this · 
set of people have something to 
contribute to the society, contribute in 
this country, then we should find a way 
to protect tl1em. Their productivity 
should also be protected and we should 
find a way to encourage whatever they 
are doing. 

So, Mr Speaker Sir, I wish to bow 
and 1 want to urge my hon. Colleagues 
to do thi s l louse of Assembly the 
greatest proud of the millennium by 
being the first Assembly . in the whole 
Africa to pass to Bill and I am sure that 
by the grace of God if this Bill is passed 
into law, the National Assembly will 
borrow a leaf from us. We are now 
going to reall y teach them the processes 
we have gone tlu·ough and perhaps other 
States that might be interested. So I want 
to thank my fellow Colleagues and urge 
them to make the passage of this Bill a 
reality. ~ 
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Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) . .M~ 

Speaker, Sir, I have ri$en to give kudos 
to th;s al\-i~,,J;o;·t~nt Bill. 1 beli eve that 

. . .. . . - . , ·- I .•... .• ··-~ _,_ .; .. ·. . . . : , . ·- .~ 

we ca11 do justice to it because 'the Bill is 
aimed at protecting life. We know that 
there has not been any known medical 
treatment to HIV I AIDS and no medical 
cure and nobody will be in a better 
position to rush to die . You recall that 
for instance, all of us are Christians, 
nobody here wants . to go to hell; 
everybody want to go to Heaven. If a 
question is asked now. including you Mr 
Speaker- who wants to die so as to go to 
Heaven, everybody will say no . So, what 
1 am saying, there is no person that wants 
to die , that is the essence of this Bill. 
That is the general principle of this Bill. 
An Igbo adage believes that if you say 
sorry to a sick person, the person gets 
cure immediately. God will salvage the 
person' s life immediately. At the 
moment you are leaving that person has 
gained additional life in him or her. But 

. if you come to a sick person and say you 
are dying, you must die; that person even 
if he has thirty minutes to live, it will be 
reduced to ten minutes for him or her to 
go . That is the essence ofthis Bill. 

. The Bill is seeking primarily to make 
our people believe that if somebody is 
infected or affected, that is not the end of 
it all. Happily, you will recall, Mr 
Speaker, that there has been now a kind 
of (because I know this is a part of your 
profession), that there is now a new 
medical assistance for it, what they call 
anti-retroviral drug . It is now established 
scientifically that one whci has been 
infected or affected and eating very well 
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g~i:ti¢PJiir ~Q~!).:c~ th9-t o:n·e. cb'ntr~cts · thi~ · · · C()l.le.a:gpes·~_rq~~stipporf~his>ii'nportan(~lU 
particular disease, we have other is that in· all process of the Hill, tJiere is 
sources. The only !mown basic source is no financiaL iniplicatioi1 to the State, not 
having tmprotected sex. That is the only · · even orie because the law recognizes the 
!mown deliberate source. existence of State Action Committee on 

Today, many children are born 
through operation and blood is needed. 
Many people have got it throi1gh that 

AIDS (ENSACA) as a regulatory body 
and this action committee has been in 
existence. 

means, not a mistake of their own. So, The State is already taking care of it. 
Mr Speaker, the essence of this Bill is to The law only covers the operators and 
de-emphasize the issue of assisting gives more backing to it. It is only 
somebody who is not sound whether talking of how to take care of somebody . 
affected even by AIDS. or not; somebody . in . case something happens lih,; nipe 
who is not physically fit ~ The only . because worrien are t~e· most vulne~'l:).ble 
medicine there is ; take heart; it will soon • today. Woi11en are the 1i.1ost rapists today 
be over, you will get well , and not to tell because wo111en can seduce men to rape. 
the person, do not come near me. Mr When you dress half naked, that is 
Speaker, you can imagine the sorry practical rape on men. So, it is not only 
sight. Assuming somebody who is men that rape, women can rape men. 
affected comes to Ummma meeting and · 
nobody wants to sit near him: You do 
not even allow him to speak. Some 
people have even gone to the extent of 
believing that if somebody afTected 
speaks, it will affect others, not to talk of 
making use of the same plate or tumbler 
or eating on the same table. That is .our 
belief. 

I am happy that a big awareness has 
been on. People have come to know that 
you do not get infected by shaking hands 
with or talking to somebody affected . or 
by mere "drinking or · going to beer 
parlour. n is only when you make 

Go · to our universities today, I am 
aware there was a time a Motorcyclist 
\Vas taking a girl to somewhere and then 
along the road, the girl dropped from the 
motorcycle, brought out a gun and 
ordered the rider to come inside a bush. 
So these are evidences. If you like I give 
yo u the name of the place so you can go 
and find out. What I am saying is that 
this Bill is tryi1i.g to bring the 
consciousness that human beings that 

· have no power to take life should not 
take life ;· instead, human beings that have 
no direct link to life; should be sensitive 
and should not help somebody who is 
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sick to die quickly by discriminating 
against him or her. That is what J am 
saymg. 

We are talking about AIDS ~9da,y. 
Just like the last speaker said; in the 
years past, it was the turn of leprosy 
people, today, it is the turn of people 
with HIV/AIDS . You may not know 
tomorrow because the only thing that 
does not change is change. This law has 
a kind of cover or assistance - I am 
aware some people have been chased out 
of school because they are infected. 
Somebody ' s appointment has been 
terminated because he is rnv carrier. 

This Bill is designed to condemn such 
things and then that the quick process of 
the law can be implemented is another 
good thing in this Bill , so \hat the ptirson 
will not d ie vv hi lc the Q~se is ~till 
lingering in the court. Mr Spe~l\er, 1 ca,ll 
on my Colleagues to support this all­
important Bill. I will be very much 
happy to be associated with the passage 
of this Bill, as the first honourable House 
of Assembly in the country to make a 
law directed to protect life and not 
condemning life. Mr Speaker, it is on 
this note that I beg my Colleagues to 
give a very heated debate on this and 
then make a very adequate contribution 
to it so that when it becomes law, we 
shall nil be proud of it. Thank you , Mr 
Speaker. 

Mr J. ObicJinma (Qji Rive.r) : Tl)ank 
you Mr Speaker, I have risen to give my 
support to · this all-important · Bill, 
because, if seeks to help people living 
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with HIV. Mr Speaker, we are all aware 
that J-UV has not done much havoc tlian 
n)alaria . did · nwny years . ago. HlV also 
lw.~ not d.QnG U1qcli twvoc like cholera 
dig rn~ny yeqr~ ~go. Likew.ise lyprosy. 
These dis~ases yvent wide rampaging our 
people before their treatment were 
discovered. Today, they have 100% 
treatment. So I believe that very soon, 
HIV will have a treatment. 

However, Mr Speaker, there is a 
Section of this Bill: section III: Public 
Health Legislation. Page 10, Marginal 
Note 1.0 - Voluntary Testing and 
Jnj(Jrmed Consent. Mr Speake(', that 
Section of this Bill wants compulsory 
test for some people. This is very 
important. For instance, pregnant 
women. If a pregnant woman is not 
te§ted bdor~ deliv~ry, th~ foe~tJS might 
~~ aff~stf. c;l. S9, it i ~ rny V\'. i ~t1 ~h9.t tb~y 
1114St · be · tested before delivery. Again, 
people intending to marry. If I am 
infected and I see a beautiful woman to 
marry without disclosing my HIV status, 
Mr Speaker, in the Catholic Church, if 
such is discovered. that marriage will be 
terminated. Therefore. there must be a 
compulsory test for people like . that. 
Then, people seeking Insurance facilities, 
especially Life Insurance Police. Like I 
said earlier, if you must help somebody, 
that person must be helped very well. If 
somebody wants to go into Life 
Insurance Policy w ithout disclosing his 
or her AIDS position, and cut it short, at 
t~1~ ~nd of tlw clay, he or sj:e might rwt 
get the claims he or she is lookii1g for. 
Therefore there must be a test for such 
people. 
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HR2~~11.lh~~ : l.?}!} .. ve~y wep ~~~g p()~~.i.B!Y, Y9,~ , .. ~h9.gl~. 'Jipt_· ~.~t :!n. j~~·: : \u#?!.A~f; .· 
P:'l~?.;;~tJ:>,~Jl9N§,~.:J t yv.llJ ),~ .\1 J~;.~ .,l:~SlP~J : .[9,~ ijq.l'~Xst;·:J}\~: p~lr :. £~11~ . ·srtS'-~~~r~ ~~ ·:.§9,W~ · ·. 
1~9opl~:·;. liyjpg: vritlj' ,•HJ.y .. ·, ~t/;J.e,~,§t/·t~'l~ c:~rt~i!iit)i\1\~~ ~re a:lJP.~~ .. g:.: .. ¥;<?,v. :: s:1ii}~:~:~~-~ 
t1·aLit11a will be reclucecl. Thank you, Mr yo ur ext[abt; y()u cari n:;g.d ' 'from · _y'O·i.fi~ 
Speaker. extract. I do not think that the Member 
· for Enugu South I (Mr Ani) is reading a 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I): Thank 
you Mr Speaker, I have gone through the 
Bill titled: The HIV/AIDS Anti­
Discrimination and Protection Bill. It is 
pertinent that the Bill should be 
supported and transformed into law. This 
is anchored on the fact that the said Bill 
is geared at protecting and safe-guarding 
the socio-economic and political rights 
of the residents in Enugu · State. 
(lnterruptiom). (Laughter). 

Mr 4ni: Mr Speal5:er, 
py9tect~q. . · 

!WP~ J ~rn ·' .·....... ·. · 

~r SpeaU~r: Yes, g~ 9.!1· The po1,1.. 
1yl~g1ber : fq( Uzo Uwai1i (Mr ··c~igbo) 
shonid ·;not··interrupt · llim·.-··The · hon. 
Member fir Enugu South I (Mr Ani) has 
my full protection. Fire on! 
(Interruptions). 

Mr A.O. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Onye 
ESUT ko ogonyelu Mmanyo. onwe dehr 
yoihoo. 

text book. He has the right. tq-reCt.d fro).TI· 
the e{Ctract he prepared. So lge(irritated 
when an . 'hon. Member ma:kes 
(interruptions) 

Mr Chigbo: I · withdraw my 
statement. 

Mr Speaker: . I get worried whf}n 
some people · Y~ho ought . to be 
honourable; try to use WOl;ds that are . . . 'I 
inq(tn . . . r C;;J,nnot understq.nc:l . With. que 
re~P.~st~ .· tJ1i .· 1;p11,: ~1~t1fb~r ·· for · J:;:n~igu 
$'6{~~1~ 1 (M_t A nO can go on . 

. • 

. ~r . Anj: JJtank you; · tvfu;·~P.e~(ei~.·Y~u ~ · 
Is.now at tii11es > .. · , . '·•· · ·· 

. ..... ................. . 

Mr Speaker: Just go on. Go ahead. 

Mr Ani: Mr Speaker, this very Bill 
anchored on the fact that the said Bill is 
geared at safe-guarding and ·protecting · 
the socio-economic and political rights 
of residents in Enugu State who . are 
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infected or affected with HIV/AJDS 
from any sort of inhuman discrimination 
which they might encounter in their 
place of work, schools, hospitals and 
their residential areas . 

Finally, Mr Speaker, if this Bill is 
passed into law, it will bring justice to 
the door steps of the infected and 
affected HIV persons who had been 
denied justice in Enugu State. Mr 
Speaker, I urge my Colleag1,1es. to 
support this Bill so that it can be 'passed 
into law. Thanks. 

Mr A.C. Nnadi (Igbo-Etiti West); 
Mr Speaker, Sir, fellow bon. <;:olleagues, 
I have risen from my place to m~k,e my 
own contribution to this qe.])ate. My 
contribution is going specificaJly on the 
core concept of the BilL We ~H know, . . . 

the Bill is aimed at provi~liqg a clear 
conducive atmosphere for 1;hose l~ying 

with HIV/AIDS. But I im1, goii1g to look 
at tbi s from a very critical perspeetive. 

I will start by ask ing thi.s qvestion. 
The whole thing bothers on life. The Bill 
wants to protect life as far as I am 
concerned. I want to know if this life is 
very sacred or in the longevity of it, is · 
dependent upon the person I iving with it. 
That is to say the person now having th~ 
life. That being the case the Bill is to be 
passed by thi s honourable Ha1,1se. The 
Bill has come into this I":!o\Ise &t th~ 

appropriate time . If, on the oth~w ban.d, 
the span of life is definite; wbat I l'nein 
by beirig definite is, if life is sl~signed by 
the designer to begin (interrupt ions) . · 

y ., 

Mr Speal<~r: Ordr.r! T'h~ lw n. 
Member for Igbo-Etiti West (Mr Nnacli) 
asked a question. 

Mr Nnadi: Yes, Mr Speaker, but I 
have not finished, I shall give you time 
to answer the question. If life is designed 
to begin on a fixed day, date and time 
and to end on a fixed day, date and time, 
then this Bill becomes very unnecessary, 
irrespective of h~w death comes. 

I want to borrow a leaf from the book 
of ene Reverend Father, ''Be re~dy to 
die", death ca11 come by whatever means, 
whether strangled, natural , accident or 
wbateverl that is death generally. But 2tS 

far as we try to comfort those other 
persons living with HIV I AIDS, I am of 
the opinion that this Bill should be 
passed without further debate by this 
honm,1rable Bouse because I do not want 
to repeat or recall what others have said~ 

as I said. I want to talk on the core 
con~ept of the Bill, that is, protecting 
those with HIV/AIDS. . 

With this, Mr Speaker, I do not want 
to drag 1,1s into this thing so much, I am 
done and I wish my hon. Colleagues to 

. unanimous~y support the passage of this 
Bill to protect them. 

Mr Speal<,er: Gentlemen, let me 
clarify one issue. The bon. Member for 
Igbo .. Etiti West (Mr Nnacli) asked a 
questicm. If he listened to the first and 
the second speak~rs, that question is 
wmecessary. This is because they told tls 
that somebody can die after he has been 
humiliated or rejected. That rejection em~ 

I 1 I I 
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shorten one's life span. They said that 
even if somebody is going to die today 
or tomorrow, that a word of 
encouragement can .sustain that person 
longer than the last day. That is what the 
Bill is seeking to establish because the 
moment, like one of the speakers said, 
somebody who is attending a family 
meeting and he knows that he is 
completely rejected, his life can come to 
an end without much delay. 

The moment this Bill is passed by 
this honourable House and it becomes an 
offence for somebody to try to reject any 
person infected or affected by this 
disease, the person will face the full 
penalty, and also the person infected or 
affected will have the opportunity to 
move freely without being rejected. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, the man 
known as Molly Grubba said, my life 
and my honour are one, take honour 
from me and my life is gone. 
Discrimination against those with 
HIV I AIDS is deprivation of honour and 
once a person is deprived of his honour, 
he is gone. He will be annoyed, unhappy 
and depressed, and when one is 
depressed it leads to constipation and 
when one has constipation, it leads to 
fever, malaria and so many other 
ailments . Somebody whose immunity 
has been reduced or is totally deficient 
and he goes into a fleet of depression, 
fever or malaria, he will never recover 

· from it, and so whoever does it whether 
unknowingly or intentionally has taken 
away anotlier person's life. 

Therefore, Mr Speaker, I want to 
show my .. absolute support for the . 
passage of this Bill. My support is that 
nobody should · discriminate against 
anybody because of the sort of illness or 
ailment he has, including people with 
HIV/AIDS. 

'We also know that persons with HIV 
have opportunity of not being infected by 
AIDS. It is not all HIV that 
metamorphoses into Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). Some do 
eventually go away as we have; \heard 
several times that some peopl' \ who 
tested positive to HIV and wh later 
were tested again and there were n , trace 
of HIV in their system. 

We have cases of families where the 
father or mother; one particular family, 
the woman has HIV infection and the 
man has no HIV or AIDS. After two 
years the li1an has HIV, after another two 
years the man got sick and never 
reyovered from the illness. For over eight 
years now the woman is still alive and 
has never contacted AIDS. 

So, what am I saying? What 1' am 
saying is that we should help our fellow 
humans to sustain whatever condition 
that God or nature has brough.t to bear on 
them. We should also know that HIV · 
does not only come by sexual 
intercourse, which is what makes some 
people a bit shy to declare that they have 
HIV so that people would not be 
thinking that they are sexually loose. 
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You can get it from helping an 
accident victim; you can get it from 
carrying a baby who has cut, you can 
even get it by going to be ·injected for 
another ailment. So, it is not enough that 
when you have HIV then you are loose 
morally, no, it is not. So, we should not 
discriminate against them. However 
there are some provisions of this Law 
which are , to some extent, contradictory, 
like the section we read earlier that talks 
about not stopping anybody to disclose 
his HIV status. If you go further to 
where we talked about the preliminary 
aspect of this Bill you will now see that 
you are required by this law to disclose 
your HIV status if yo u are getting 
married to somebody. You are required 
by this Law by the fact that if you have 
HIV status before you have any dealing 
that have to do with marriage with 
anybody you must disclose your HIV 
status. 

We equally argued that if you agree 
with a person who is not positive and in 
the comse of relationship there is a 
miscarriage of scientific secretion like if 
the condom brakes open that you are not 
liable because you have already 
disclosed yo ur HIV status and the person 
accepted, it will just be taken as it is . 
This law equally makes it possible that if 
your husband discloses his HIV status 
that the woman who is not infected is 
protected by the Law. 

So, I think this law, with this 
contradiction, we can just remove the 
aspect that says it is not compulsory for 
you to disclose yom HIV status. To 

' . . . 

make it open that when you are free to 
disclose it nobody · is . gqi1}g' i9 
discriminate against you. It is only when 
there is discrimination you can now hide 
your status so that nobody forces you to 
the great beyond when God has not 
certified you to go there. 

People of our society cause 
depression and the only thing that can 
lead to depression is when you are 
rejected by the society. Anybody who is 
discriminated against is rejected by his 
people and if your people reject you, no 
man is an island, no man Cal).. survive as 
an island. And I want to .call on the 
people of Enugu State and especially 
tlu·ough their representative here present 
and even entire Nigeria to ensure that 
people with HIV are not discriminated 
against so that we will know them. There 
should be a health policy of listening to 
them so that you know how to relate, you 
know how you expose yourself, you 
know how to protect yourself against 
being infected. 

The knowledge of somebody with 
HIV will help you relate with that person 
very well so that you will know that you 
can go to so, so and so extent al1d you 
cam1ot go to so, so, and so extent and 
that if you want to go beyond this line 
that you need this life proof for you to go 
beyond this line. So, it is very, very 
necessary that we make it compulsory 
for persons with HIV to disclose their 
status and to make it very compulsory 
that whoever discriminates against them 
will be seriously confined to a . place 
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WhH6: h~ ~yiH pot have oppqr~u,nity t~> 

~~·~§t.~mj.p~f.r. q~~f~1st any other per~OI~ : . 
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l ~m very, very happy with the Bill 
e.~I?~fifilly where it talked about · two 
l}~mdred thousand Nair a as . fine against . 
a{~ybody . who may hide his HIV stat~~ . 
m1d l~ave sexual intercourse with another 
per~on without disclosing ar).d the person 
i~ made vulnerable to the HIV. The fine, 
I. think is small. Such a person shoul<;l be 
fined a minimum of half a m!llioi1 Naira 
because with half a million Naira he can 
sustain his life on the pill for a 
reasonable number of years. And that 
will equally discourage them from 
hiding their status. Thank you Mr 
Speaker; as time goes on I will have time 
to contribute again. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu E.as~): M.r 
Speaker, I want to use this opportunity to 
thank the Mover of this Bill. He did a 
marvelous job. I also wish to adopt the 
speeches of the past speakers. However, 
I am not going to bLtg you with long 
speeches because the object of this Bill 
is very, very specitic. Discrimination 
against Aids infected persons. This Aids, 

· Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
came into lime light in the late eighties 
when CNN broke the news of death of 
one Sherik Musa of Kenya. The Aids 
infected persons are citizens of this 
Nation so there is no need discriminating 
against them. 

In fact, discriminating against them 
amounts to depri vation of their 
fundamental human rights, as enshriried 

" in the 1999 Nigeria Constitution. If you 

427~ 

go t~ Ql.ppt~r 4 of t~is Constittltign right 
frofi,l ~~,ction 3 S(i) - Right tp Pe~~9.n.~l 
Liberty ~.nd Jhat is the maii1 objectiye qf 
the Bill. ~ec;tion 42: Right to Fre~dop; 
from discrimination. 'It reads: A citizen of' 
Nige.ria . of a particulqr cp~1f!1.~~/tY. 
ethni~ group, · place of .- (),rigin. . se.,_, 
religion or political opirziqn s:f,wli not by 
reason only' tfiaJ he is ~·uch a person. 
s 'o,-~hey ~ll~e already coverecrm:protected 
by • this Constitution. So, I cannot find 
any reason people should discriminate 
against them. 

Aside from this, if you go to this Bill 
page 7 line 5: Practicing non-penetrative 
sex; if you go down again you will see 
where avoidance of non-penetrative sex 
is. What I am trying to say is that they 
are one an? the same, One of them 
~~wvl<:l b~ yXptmgec;l. If yo~1 go <:!own 
again to page 9 (3 .2) of defending Law 
where it said that: 

The Committee shall report to the 
State Government · 01~ his 
appointed representative and 
shall work in collaboration with 
all line Ministries of the State 
Government. The word line 

should not be there, it should be all 
Ministries with the State Government, 
further more, I will take you to page 21 
(5.1) of the defending Law. It said: 

Those in prisons, police detention 
and correctionalfacilities shall 
be given access: to means of 
proter;;ting themselves from HJV 
infections including access to 
condom. 

For me there is no need for this 
paragraph because there is no room for 
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such activities in prisons or police 
detention that can warrant the issuing of 
condom to inmates. So, with this Mr 
Speaker, I believe that this is a good Bill 
and I call on my Colleagues to _ buy my 
contributions. Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North l ): 
Mr Speaker Sir, in view ofthe enormous 
contributions made so far on this very 
popular Bill, may I move that further 
debate on this Bill be suspended till a 
later date to be determined by the Rules 
and Business Committee of the House. 
Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu S9.~t~1): M1~ 
Speaker Sir, I rise to second th~ Motfon 
that was moved by the hon. Member for 
Igboeze North 1 (Mr Onyeze) that 
further debate on the Bill be deferred to 
a future date. Thank you. 

Question put and agr~ec{ [()-
. . . -· 

ANNOUNCEMENT . , .. :•:: '. , 

Visitors 

Mr Speaker: liqnq),J,!Ji!Jle 
Colleagues, we have visitor~ f~·qn1 AGB. 
Bank. They ~vere suppose~{ t~ - ~e 'i1e·r9 

• ,. ; . ·. · •.• , ., 1· ... . .. . , •• 

yesterday, but l don't a~tH~UY !~no.~: 
what happened. Today, they ~re righ~ 
now in my office. Therefore; - Y.v~ ' £iee~- - tc\ 
meet with them on the rising · of,' the 
House. So we should gc;> · strf;ligpt <:tp<l 
lmow their purpose of visit he1:e.· · · · · ' 

Please, you are aware thClt the 2005 
~ ' . . . •''· 
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Calendar is in progress. At this j Lmctme, 
if you know that the picture you used last 
year you do11 ' t vvant it, please you should 
meet the Leader of the House with which 
ever picture you want, for possible 
change. Thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I move that 
this honourable House do now adjourn 

rd till Thursday, 3 February, 2005 at 
lOa.m. 

Mr f.. E, Amu (1'-j~qkl<a Bast) : .Mr 
~ P~~ikt~ ~-· $ ~r, I -:~i ?e to' $~~~ref t!~~- t08ti chi 
())'\ a ;:JiourqJ1lCJ1t that vVq.S 111QV~d _by the 
L~asi~·i:: :c,t~~~i~;-· J l; ~r: ':- , ,, __ · · · -, ·-_. _. ., 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do now ·adjourn till Th11rsday, Yd 
~~8rw11} ~QQ5 gt 19-PO c.un 

lk~pr~(ifl_gly ft4/9L!~·ry (}</ et ? QOp: 1n 
·· ;·· .. ·. ~··: . '"'·. - ', . . . ; ... · .. .. .. . . 

1115 





, 
I 

No proofs of the D<1ily Reports can be supplied. Corrections, w h.ich 
l\·kmbcrs suggest f()r the B0tin.d Vollirnc; shnuld be clcai'ly marked in the Daily 
Renort, but nol telephoned nne:] the c.opy c(llltaining lh~ corrections must be received 
aqhe Editor's Room, HoL1se otAssem.hly · · · 

·' 

not h:tter t h< ln Cou1· dm,.s . : ~ . . . - - . 

aJter receipt llr the PrinLe~i Rep()rt 

·.' .. . ... , ' --::~..,.,..,...--:--",--.,.,.,---,---

Produr,:r;d by the ! ~ ubi ic:1tion~ · l)epi1rtn{ent 
. F!l\lgu Stat,; fi!lliSC or .A.~sl!nlb!;.:' . 

~ 



,'\" 
~ ., 

No. 131 

.;1 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

PROCEEDINGS 

AND DEBATES OF THE 

SECOND SESSION OF THE 

THIRD ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIAL REPORT 

Tuesday 
rd · ·· · 

3 February,2005. 

CONTENTS 

Prayers 

Approval of Votes and Proceedings 

Order of the Day 
:. 

Announcement 

Adjournment 

---------"-------- - --- --



~. 

223 1 

Enugu Slute House ojAssemhh' Dehutes 
3 February. 2005 /)~') 

---~)-

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursdt()'. 3rd Fehruarv. 2005 

The House met ut J 0 o. m. · 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, before the House is our 
Votes and Proceedings No . 52 of 
Tuesday 1st February, 2005. I have gone 
through them and found them to be 
correct. however, I need your comments. 
Thank you. 

Mr D.A. Anih (Enugu South I): 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Sir. I have 
equally gone through our Votes and 
Proceedings of Tuesday 1st February, 
2005, and found them to be correct. I 
therefore move for their adoption. 

Mrs C. Ene (Udi South): Mr Speaker 
Sir, I have ri sen to second the Motion for 
the adoption of our last Votes and 
Proceedings as moved by the hon. 
Member for Enugu South I (Mr A nih). 
Thank you, Sir. 

Question put und agreed to. 

. ~ 

Vo tes and Proceedings of Tuesday 1 
February, 2005 uccvrdingly adopted 

·' 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE HIV I AIDS ANTI 
DISCRIMINATION PROTECTION 

B!LL 2005 

· A Bill for a Law to provide against all 
forms of Discrimination and Give 
Protection, Access to Justice, Suppmi 
and Care for all persons Diving with and 
Affected with HIV I AIDS in Enugu Sate 
and Other Matter Related Thereto. 

Adjourned Debate on Second 
Rt:ading, (1st February, 2005) 

Chief Whip (Mr Odv)." Mr Speaker 
Sir, may I move that further debate in 
respect of the Second Reading of the 
aforementioned Bill be continued. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to Second the 
Motion as moved by the Chief Whip of 
the House (Mr Odo) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
you will recall that during our last sitting 
this very Bill came up for discussion. I 
was very impressed with the way bon. 
Members contributed on the Bill. 
However, we sti ll have some hon. 
Members that have not contributed and 
who are still interested in making their 
inputs. Those who may wish to 
contribute can as well do so now. 

Leader (Mr An. ichuhvu)." Mr Speaker 
Sir, I have risen to give my total support 
to. this Bill and I will start by telling a 
very brief story. There is a story · of a 
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young girl who was raped by a lunatic in 
a village and the lunatic is a HIV carrier. 
Incidentally, the girl in question became 
pregnant, invariably, both the girl and 
the child are HIV positive. 

The question arose, what could be 
done for the HIV to be stopped. Is the 
lunatic going to be killed? Is the girl 
going to be killed? And is the pregnancy 
going to be aborted or what? So it is a 
question that needs some ponderance 
and I may not need an answer now. 

The bottom story of the issue is that 
HlV could be contacted through various 
means. There is not only one source. The 
erroneous belief is that it could be 
contacted through sexual intercourse 
only. It is not true . Medical Report has 
proved that it could be contacted tlu·ough 
various means. Such as the use of 
unsterilised syringes or equipment used 
in hospitals for operations. It could be 
contacted through unsterilized 
equipment either tlu·ough cutting the 
fingernails or barbing. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, when we are talking 
of HIV, I do not think it is even worse 
than other sicknesses that affect human 
beings. Some of the serious sicknesses is 
Malaria. Malaria and gonorrhea when 
they came newly, killed lots of people 
when there was no immediate cure for 
them. As time progressed, they were 
able to identify the correct drugs that 
will cure the ailment. Analytically HIV 
is not worse than T.B.; HIV is not worse 
than high , blood pressure. HIV is not 
worse than astlm1a, diabetes, typhoid or 

pile. Why I have just given this little 
analogy is that whoever is infected by 
HIV, in actual fact, nobody will like to 
deal with them. It is an t.mfortunate 
incident that affects a man or a woman, 
even children as the case may be -
generally human beings. When it does 
occur we cannot abandon the person to 
fall. 

All that this Bill is asking is just like 
any otli.er sickness, that a man who is a 
HIV carrier has to be accommodated in 
the society. He has got to be given all the 
privileges that every ordinary man or any 
living soul is entitled to . The Society has 
got to give rights and privileges to the 
positive carriers of HIV. Only ' God 
knows how soon the cure will come. We 
believe that the final cme will be found 
soon. I believe that the cure will one day 
come to be a reality and those who are 
able to smvive will then have the normal 
treatment to restore their health. 

This Bill, like other Bills this 
honourable House has in the past 
considered, dwells on the welfare of the 
society, and the welfare of the people we 
represent. So, if one is not infected, one 
might be affected. If one is isolated and 
he knows it, one might have lost a good 
number of relations including those close 
or dear to the person. So we have no 
option. I believe that this honourable 
House with their honomable 
w1derstanding will give this Bill the 
necessary attention and passage. When 
you listen to the Report of World' Health 
Organisation (WHO) you find geometric 
spread ·· of his disease, one starts 
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wondering who mid who are free 
because I lmow it does take time in some 
people for it to manifest. I am not trying 
to say everybody is involved and I am 
not praying for that but for those who are 
involved - a good mm1ber of them, we 
cmmot eliminate them either 
psychologically or otherwise. They must 
be given comfort; they must be given 
accommodation until when · called, tmtil 
when God decides the fate of the person 
involved. 

So, Mr Speaker, this honourable 
House has been honourable having 
expected that the good people of Enugu 
State - almost all the Bill we have 
passed in this . House touch on the 
welfare, feelings and the impulse we get 
from the people. We are all politicians 
and today we are, tomorrow, some other 
people will like to occupy the offices we 
m·e. The law we make is not only for 
inm1ediate concern; it is for today and 
the future. There are areas on the same 
page twenty seven where the Bill tall(ed 
about the privileges and the scope of 
those to be covered. I just want to add 
that when they talk of public and private 
sector under the cloak of professional 
ethics, I want to add that I have gone 
through and I have not seen where the 
political office holders and the hon. 
Members be it at State m1d Local levels 
are protected or covered in this Bill. 

So I would wm1t to put a suggestion 
that this honourable House will consider 
that they will include politicians in this 
Bill - this i~ suggestion that no person in 
Enugu Sta.te shall be prevented or 

restricted from contesting election into 
public offices on the basis of his or her 
HIV status because the Bill has taken 
ca:re of the employers at the private 
sector and those in the public service. I 
mean career civil servants. But because 
we m·e now considering the Bill, I 
believe' the welfare of honourable 
Members has got to be considered 
alongside so that, may be tomorrow, 
because you do not like the face of your 
fellow ·human being and the person is 
qualified to contest an election and there 
is no protection or coverage legally, for 
the person to be frustrated or humiliated, 
one may come up to say that m1y HIV 
carrier is not qualified to contest 
el~ction. So this all-embracing Bill 
should cover all aspects of the htm1an 
set-up including politics. Mr Speaker I 
think "this Bill does not need long 
m·gument as . to the necessity or 
otherw~se. That is why I made my 
contributions very brief and the point is 
that I am solidly behind the Bill because 

. it should be regarded as high impact Bill 
for the help of humanity at lm·ge in 
Enugu State. So, Mr Speaker, with this I 
beg to rest my case. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze Nmih I): 
Mr Speaker Sir, I have risen to support 
this very important Bill. I will start by 
congratulating the Sponsor of the Bill for 
summoning the courage to make it 
possible for AIDS phenomenon to be .. 
debated in aJ.1 important place like this 
State House of Assembly. If we continue 
developing phobia to AIDS, it does not 
bring solution to it, and it is something 
that is always living with us. Few weeks 

1118 



2237 
Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 

3 Februmy, 2005 2238 

ago, a dangerous wind in Asia claimed 
more than two hundred thousand lives 
and attention of the whole world was 
brought to that incident and the whole 
world including Nigeria have been 
sending one form of relief material or 
the other to that region. And here we are 
in Africa there is no community that 
does not have a casualty equaled to that 
caused by AIDS. In other words, it has 
captured the continent. 

So it is very important to have a 
public debate on AIDS and its effects 
and how to tackle it. I believe the 
purpose of this Bill is to create 
favourable environment with the people 
who have already been affected by AIDS 
so that at family level they can declare 
that they have such a problem and when 
they declare that their family will know 
how to relate with them so that instead 
of isolating or sending them away they 
can be accepted and when this is done, 
they will have the opportunity of living 
long life and be more useful to ·the 
society. They will be less frustrated. If 
they are frustrated they will have the 
tendency of spreading the disease 
carelessly to others so that others can 
suffer like them but if they are positively 
handled, they can relate their problems 
to their brothers, sisters and parents. 

So this is a very important Bill. Mr 
Speaker, having highlighted the 
importance of this Bill I want to make 
some observations on the contents of the 
Bill so that the sponsor will have the 
privilege of throwing more light on those 
areas. 

If you go to page 10(1 .1), I want us to 
read it along side with Section 29., 

Testing of any individual for HIV 
without specific expressed or 
informed consent shall constitute 

··a violation of the individual's 
right to Liberty and privacy. 
,Medical professionals or 
institutions conducting HIV test 
shall therefore be required by 
law to provide consent forms 
signed by persons requesting for 
HIV test as proof of consent; 
howbeit with strictest 
observation, confidentiality and 
privacy of information therein 
provided by the individual 
making such request. 

If you read it along with page 
29(7.8), Every pregnant woman 

··in Enugu Stale shall be required 
to consent . to voluntary 
,confidential testing for HIV with 
pre and post test counseling in 
order to guarantee the health of 
the child andfacilitate prevention 
of mother to child transmission of 
"the virus in cases where the 
mother is HIV positive. Well, I 

believe, while Section 1 0( 1.1) is 
suggesting voluntary testing, Section 
29(7.8) is making it mandatory. Then on 
Section 29(7. 9), it states that: 
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All women in the state including 
HIV positive women shall be 

.. entitled to the highest available 
standards ofante-natal, pre-natal 
and post-natal care to ensure the 
survival of both mother and child, 
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and no heaith institution shall 
refuse to attend to a pregnant 
woman on the basis of her HIV 
status. 

Mr Speaker, I believe that this 
Section 10 (7 .9) did not anticipate that 
there will be payment in any private 
hospital, as this is a . free market 
economy. Unless you can pay for certain 
things, you cam1ot go there to get certain 
things. You cannot say, woman go to 
Niger Foundation Hospital and receive 
the highest available medical attention 
because, she may be carrying AIDS . 
Therefore, you are ti·ee to go anywhere 
and look for treatment, because it is said 
that they are entitled to the highest 
available standards of ante-natal. I think 
it is giving too much or the privilege is 
not obtainable. I want the Sponsor to 
look at that. 

If you look at page 18 (1.4 ), this 
Section gives somebody right to 
discriminate. If somebody has ·like 
twenty wives and you find out that one 
of them tested HIV positive, the law says 
that you can now discriminate against 
the one suffering from HIV virus. You 
can opt for divorce. This law gives 
power to discriminate. Let me read 
Section 1 0(1.4) : Any partner in a 
marriage has the right to secure divorce 
in a situation where he/she considers 
himseljlherself at risk of being infested 
by an HIV positive partner who refuses 
to consent to or practise safer sex, 
especially the consistent of condoms. 

· This Section has already given power 
fqr di~crimination to someone and the 
title of this Bill is Anti-Discrimination. I 
want the Sponsor to look at that, 
otherwise, we can look at the meaning of 
discrimination or discriminate fully to 

· the hearing of the House. What I am 
trying to say to that is that that Section 
has already given somebody power to 
discriminate. 

Now, this law is anchored on 
fundamental human rights and the 
emphasis of fundamental human rights is 
Freedom of Association, or a lot of 
f~'eedom were granted to hm11an beings 
to ensure their dignity. I also believe that 
a:· Secti.on of that law indicates that you 
can refuse to associate as a individual. 
That is the extension of that law. In as 
rimch as, the law gives you freedom of 
association, it also gives you power to 
refuse to associate . For example, I will 
not go where leprosy people are 
dwelling, I willP.ot go where HIV people 
are living. You have the right to refuse to 
associate, in as much as you have the 
right to associate. 

·When you go to the Constitution, 
Section 45, Fundamental Human Rights, 
Chillier 4, Section 45: Nothing in Section 
37; 38 39, 40, and 41 o_fthis Constitution 
shall ··invalidate any law that is 
reasonably justifiable in a democratic 
spciety. What this Section is talking 
about is on restriction on and derogation 
from fundamental rights. Sub Section (a) 
of this Section said; In the interest of 
defence, public safety, public order, 
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pH/;Jlic morality or public health, -yvhile 
sub..,seciion 
·.:'.(b) s~ys: For the purpOS? of 
protecting the rights and freedom of 
other persons. 

Now, this law en,vis~ges .. ~ situatjon 
where even if you an:! . • tlw ' Tech~1ic~l, 
Adviser of Rangers FC, anci y<)u · 0a:n.~ 
many healthy people to · pl<.l:y · for 
Rangers, FC, this law qoes ~~ot permit 
you to send them for BIV test. l do iwt 
think that the Rangers FG 111C!JW.gemen~ 
team may agree to that, beq~l,l$e ·they 
might not like a situat~on :wbe1;e tl1ey 
may engage somebody with f.IIV/ A~OS 
and after sometime, the . persoil will: n9t 
be performing well, because t~1ey d11nQt 
provide the diet he reqvires1 · l)!;lc~~l~e 
they did not test him initiaJly . ~l)l<t:. ~ft;er . . 

sometime, he will staxt depreciating and 
the team start suffering. 

So if you look at page 22 where non­
discrimination against person( s) 
infected/affected by HIV/ AIDS, Section 
V (1.1 ), you wip see all the areas 
envisaged by this Bill, it covers 
employment, sports and recreation, 
supermmuating and insmm1ce etc., now, 
if somebody is an employer, it is left for 
him to determine how he will employ 
you. He can subject you to a test without 
telling you that this will disqualify you. 

In other words, the Bill is so elastic in 
its coverage of the privileges for the HIV 
infected persons. Some of the areas 
might be considered for elimination if 
we want tl}e thing to be strictly obeyed. 
For example, if we talk of employment, 

;2242 

the employer has a right to do any type 
of test before he takes anybody, he 
can.not tell you on this Floor. He will just 
say test for this and test for that, then he 
says wl1at gre the rationale. T!1e teclmical 
rnang~r iws 'the right to undertake any 
!)rp~ · qf tesi 1).~ ·wa.nts, In fa<}t; ~~· ~p()rts 
tl:1~y ~al} even · test ~ne . for : ~l?e of dr.ugs 
aiid all .worJlj\1Qt. .. . . . . . . . 

. . . . ~ . 

Tl).en th.e Sponsor talk.ed about 
Insurance . Policies. . These . are not 
det~rri~ined : ~ay be withh1 th~ : St~t~. 
Insurai1ce Poiicies' are ··:d~t~nnil)ed .and 
app:U~'ci' ii) ~ v~riot~S St(lte~. · S~, f go l~oi 
know whether we sh~ll ' 'force Insiirance 
Co~1.1p~nies 'tq undertake c~rtain thiii.gs. · 
. . . . ... ·. ' . . .. 

There w~s .an l;lrea whi<;;h the L;eade1: 
qf tli~ Bovs~ . tall(ed a·~, wh~cl1 t&il<;s . ~bout 
public a11d private sector, that is page 27. 
It says·, Codes of Professional Ethics. 
The Sponsor of this Bill will still go 
further to give a format of what he 
actually wants from the public and 
private sector employers of labour and 
professional groups, and define in 
specific terms what he mem1t by public 
sector. Is he talking of State public sector 
or Federal public sector? Or is the law 
going to be applied by only public 
organizations that are owned by the State 
or State ministries and parastatals, or is it 
applicable to Federal. 

For example, if the people in police 
force ()r in prisons m·e insisting on 
certain tests, is this law going to say they 
will not carry it out bearing in mind that 
when the state law runs or becomes 
inconsistent with the Federal law, the 
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~~ate law will become null m1d void to 
th~ ext~nt of its inconsistency with the 
Federal law. So, the word 'public' 
should be properly defined. · 

Then in 6.2, the Sponsor will have to 
give or suggest specific forma,t because 
when one is making law, he does not 
make it so open ended so that he will be 
able to catch the offenders without 
prejudice. So, whatever he has in mind 
as Codes of Professional Conduct has to 
be spelt out very clearly in the form of a 
chart and it will be attached to this law 
by the end of the day_ so that it would not 
be open ended because it cm1 catch 
i1mocent people m1d it can be applied 
with prejudice in which case the 
ptmislm1ent which one person suffered 
may be different from the punislm1ent 
another person is suffering. 

With this contribution, Mr Speaker, I 
support this high impact Bill for its need 
to the society. I rest my speech. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, before any other 
contribution, I sincerely believe that the 
hon. Member for Igbo-Eze North I (Mr 
Onyeze) addressed a very good 
fundamental issue in this Bill, and 
initially I requested that there must be a 
public hearing on this Bill, and of course 
all the relevant Committees should try as 
much as possible to organize a public 
hearing on this BilL It is only when this 
is done that we will be able to articulate 
all these things we have just said. I am 
happy that the Sponsor of the Bill is 
here; it is ,l1ot a question of asking to be 

advised on this Floor of the House. He is 
equally a Member of the Committee that 
the Bill has been sent to. So, he looks at 
it at ·· the Committee stage before 
reporting out to the House. Thm11< you. 

. Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have risen to 
contribute to the debate on the HIV m1ti­
discrimination, Providing Access to 
Justice; Care and Support BilL 

Discrimination is a crime &gainst 
humanity and even to every living being. 
It is a gradual feeling of a person who is 
affected by a disease. So, in a nutshell, it 
is quite inhumm1 for us to discriminate 
against m1ybody who is suffering from 
HIV or AIDS. It is by discriminating 
against' such a person that we now 
speeding up the person's death, and if we 
continu,e in that rate then the society will 
be washed away because of the spread of 
AIDS m1d HIV in the society. It is just 
like apmiheid which was practiced in 
South Africa by Ian Smith in the then 
colonial masters' day. It was a political 
system whereby a race is kept apm·t from 
social interactions and then purchase of 
some essential commodities from the 
public places. So, I think it is a very bad 
practice for us to be discriminating 
against those that have been affected. 

HIV or AIDS could be contacted 
through various ways. It could be 
through wounds sustained or by 
equipment that have been used to cure or 
to apply to a person with such a disease. 
It could be through birth, it could be 
through sexual intercourse which is 
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should we stop having sex? The answer person to go there and put oneself into 
is no because that is the source of life. it such a house, the person will die as well. 
is the source through which all of us 
came into being and it is common and 
we are with that. It is not proper for us to 
discriminate against a person with the 
disease. 

The question now goes, like some 
people are saying that testing or not 
testing should not be included in the Bill. 
The Bill is talking of voluntary and 
informed testing. It is voluntary, for 
example, if Rangers Management is 
trying to recruit players, they will inform 
you that they are testing you for HIV or 
AIDS. If you like it, then you consent, if 
you do not like it, then you go away and 
they will look for another person. It is 
the same thing with employment; they 
will inform you that they are testing you 
for HIV. If you are interested in the 
employment, then you stand for the test; 
if you do not want the test then you go 
away. 

That is a means of checking against 
the spread of HIV in the society. It is 
proper because before you curtail that, 
there are some measures to guard against 
the test . so that it will be proper and 
nobody would die for certain practice. 
Though what we are saying is just brain 

So what I am saying, in essence, is 
that there is need for the Bill, but there 
are sorne laws which we cannot even 
withstand. It is the practice that will 
show us what will be the end of the Bill. 

With this, Mr Speaker, may I rest my 
speech. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
you see, what we are saying, we all know 
the ways in which this Bill can be 
covered. We are not saying that having 
known that somebody is HIV positive 
that we can make love with that person 
without condom. We are not saying that 
because we are all aware that people 
sleepin~ with somebody who has HIV 
will not make you HIV positive. Even 
staying in the same place with him will 
not make you HIV positive. Shaking 
hands with somebody who has HIV will 
not make you HIV positive. When we 
are saying all these things we should be 
able to understand how the disease can 
be contacted. 

It is only when we appreciate the way 
we can contact this disease that we will 
be able to address it very well. However, 
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I still believe that we still have to do a 
thorough job on this Bill; we are not in a 
hurry. I am happy too that we have 
competent hands who are going to 
handle this Bill at Committee sage. More 
importantly, the Sponsor of the Bill is 
very competent. So, I don't have any 
problem, I believe at the end of the day 
we will pass a Bill that will stand the test 
of time; we will pass a Bill that people 
will appreciate that there is a reason why 
we passed it into law. 

I recall sometime in 2001 or 
thereabout when we were discussing 
about a Bill on inhuman treatment 
against widows and widowers and at the 
end of the day that Bill was passed into 
Law and everybody in the international 
Community both in this honourable 
House was saying congratulations. This 
Bill as far as I am concerned is going to 
create a kind of creditability on the 
House. So, let us realise the reason we 
are making our contributions and I 
believe the Chairman of the Joint 
Committee will be able to articulate this 
and Report back to the House. On that 
note, we can now forge ahead. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to speak on this 
very important Bill. Mr Speaker, you 
have said it all because most of the 
things 1 wanted to say is what you have 
said. You cannot contact HIV by 
handshake or by easting with the person 
who has it. What this Bill is seeking is 
anti -discrimination against those who 
have HIV/AIDS . Some Landlords don't 
accept people with HIV in their houses. 

Even in the Universities they are not 
offered' admission just because they are 
HIV positive. So, I want to . touch the 
caption of this Bill: ·anti-discrimination 
and protection . against the people that 
are affected and infected by HIVIAIDS. 
So, we should not discriminate against 
them. With this, Mr Speaker, may I 
move that the Question be now put. 

Mr Speaker: There is something 
people don't know, there is difference 
between HIV and Aids. They are not the 
same because somebody with HIV can 
be strong and live his normal life but 
when it comes to AIDS it means that the 
person ~an die at any time. (Laughter). 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to contribute to the 
Bill on HIV/Aids anti-·discrimination and 
protection for . providing access for 
justice care and support for persons 
affected and infected by HIV I Aids in 
Enugu State, by discussing about the 
merits and demerits of the Law. When 
the come comes to become we go into 
the body of the Bill itself. This Bill is for 
life saving. It is just to further be ce1iain 
about the laws in our Constitution, 
Section 43: Right to Life, Section 44: 
Right to Dignity of human person, 
Section, 42: Right to Freedom from 
discrimination. 

You are all aware that AIDS is a 
disease not only in this State but a 
disease that affect the whole world. You 
can' remember that there was a Workshop 
we have with MCID where I said 
Americans and British, and world 

11 24 



~~w~u ftm~ liP.f.~~ rl-t·Hf£~7 f~(J: B~9qf0~ 
2242 · ·,. .: ·. 1 february. 2,QQ) · · ,. '· · · · 2250 
-.~- .• ;·:·"'·· ·.. . . 'l'-. ,. :{ ·~~~-·> ~: :: "!._ ~ :r~ .. =-: ~>·. . •. , 

pQ~~q, lR~~ ey9f¥.fril1~ \\~l1 A!!q !1~~ q:~m~ · !-Y: · ~!1ti:;E,~trqyiral Tr~4:1tn1ent . Thes~ 
~q~~· h~r~ l(i - -0.~PxoPJl1 (.wr PRY¢rt~', TNs :Qrqg~ ~~ qht<tinfd in th~ Hospitals . We 
~i ~( di~e.~15;e t_bf\t c{5t!l<:i :l,e ·: J<n~g;!1()y appe~l . tq th~. Federal :Government to 
evei:ybody. ·. But . here .in · Eriugti_ \vb?t,we subsidize those drugs more in order to 
a.:re>talkirlg about: i,s ho\vto ~·give tbe~Ti reduce the death rate of these affected 
freedoin.- Those . that are . infected • by . people. Because millions are dying every 
!11alaria have ±1.-eedoni, they i11ove freely. day. There was a time qf influenza. He 
In those days when we had .. wars we still said according to them - that the fear that 
lived with our people but still the disease influenza will come, will kill so many 
can wipe them out. Today that we are people. But when it later cUTived, only 
our brothers· keeper why do we few people died. 
discriminate against our brothers. 

Mr Speaker, death is no longer 
anathema. It needs a change. As we ~i'e 
talking, we need Counselors to go and 
counsel the school children, the ba1'racks 
people, the market women, even groui)s 
need to be talked to about this diseqs~ 
called I-IIV I Aids. First of all, one lws t() 
develop HIV before developing to Ajds. 
These people have lives just like I SCI.tC\, 
they should be protected ip our 
Constitution. lt needs multi -sectoric~.l 
appr()ach. We shall do justice to it. The 
most pertinent thing we should do is t() 
pas~ this Bill into Law. 

May I refer to the statement of one Pr 
§tyy· Okokwu of the UNISEF, (i~ 
UNI~EF Project Officer in this Enugu). 
1}u; ·Reports· at Markudi said: i.e on 
. , I . 
Tuqday 28t 1 January, 2005 at page 30-
Two' hundred and seventy thoz:~.sand 
ladies stand the risk of being infeded 
·with Aids. yearly. What do we say about 
t~1e fate of two hundred and seventy 
thousanci Ladies aforementioned? They 
11-eeq protection. What about those 
already infected? They also need 
pi·otection,{md treatment. We have ART 

The fear that some p~ople have HIV 
;:lPd tl1~y ~re being humiliated by pt1blic 
attimes l~ad tli.eni to die before ·theii· 
tinie. But one can survive HIV if well 
treated·: and I have witnessed some of 
them. ·Based on this I a111 of the opinion 
that any couple about to marry should 
tys,t th~ir genotype as well as HIV status. 
It is written in the Bible; Genesis: 
Chapter 2 · vs 21 to 23 The Lord God 
ca;t'i;ed tl1e 1?1atz to fali into a deep sleep; 
and while. he ~~as sleeping, he took one 
of the. m(lf!, 's ribs and closed up the place 
with flesh. Then the Lord God made a 
w~r.rz~n from the rib he had taken out of 
the mqn, qnd he brought her to the man. 
The man ~·aid, this is now the bQne of rrzy 
bones qnciflesh ofmyflesh. She shall be 
called 'w()man 'for she was taken out of 
man. 

I am. saying this in support of the test. 
Our wqmen shoulc;l be encouraged to go 
to the Hospitals for ante-natals. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, then the test should be 
card~<;l Ot1t. And th~y may not disclos~ 
tlwrp, ~llt the carrier9 st1puld be in{orri1eg 
formally and the result should I}Ot be 
hidden ·from them. Mr Speaker Sir~ all 
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the clauses, section by section I am 
happy should be taken care of as from 
the time when the sub Committee will 
handle it and when it is time for p1,1blic 
hearing; and the Committee handling it 
should make it to be sufficient advocacy 
so that everybody around will 
understand this Law and the Rule made. 

I hope that the Federal Government, 
and States will emulate us . With this, Mr 
Speaker, I beg that the Question be put. 

Question, That rhe Question be novv 
put, put and agreed to. 

}/fain Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the Second 
time. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, the Enugu State Anti­
Discrimination and Protection, Access to 
Justice, Care and Support to Persons 
Infected and Affected by HIV /AIDS Bill 
NO. 3, 2004, has now scaled through the 
Second Reading. I wish to express my 
happiness to all of you for your 
contributions and, more importantly, to 
the Sponsor of this Bill. This is because 
it is one of the most important Bills that 
this Assembly will pass at this point in 
time. And we are passing this Bill at the 
appropriate time. Having scaled through 
this Second Reading, the Bill is as good 
as having it passed. And 1 am sure with 
your co-operation, we are going to do 
Justice it when next we meet. I thank 
you very much for your contributions 
and I wilf not fail to express my 

happiness to the Clerks-at-Table and, of 
course, the Gentlemen of the Press. I say 
thank you; and may God begin to reward 
you . Thanks and God bless you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leafier: Mr Speaker Sir, hon. 
Colleagues, I rise to move that this 
House do now adjourn till Friday, 18th 
February, 2005, at 1 Oa.m. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
for adjourrunent as moved by the Leader. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjoum till Friday, 18th February, 2005 
at lOa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.45p.m. 

1126 





No prooL; ()f tlw Daily Reports can be sup pi ied. Corn::ctions. which 
J\.1cmbcrs sut-'gcst r'or the Hnund Volume. should he clcnrly mad·:cd in the Daily 
ReporL hut not. Lckphoned nnd the copy conlaining lhe cnrrectinn:' must be received 

at the Editor's Room_ House of ;\ss-.:mbly 

" 

not later than I(Jur ~iuy~ 

~lfLcr receipt of the Printed Repof1 

l)roduceci by the P\1bl ic ut io!l~ Depattment 
l~nugu St~il(,: House ol· Asst~mbly 



:· .. 
~\ . 

. !~·,r , .• 
. · . 

No. 132 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

PROCEEDINGS 

AND DEBATES OF THE 

SECOND SESSION OF THE 

THIRD ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIAL REPORT 

CONTENTS 

Prayers 

Thursday 
18th February, 2005 

Approval of Votes and Proceedings 

Order of the Day 

Announcement 

Adjournment 

" 



225~ 

~,l)!tgu S(C(l.f! ffP ~!~: f! of~~~·etnb,/y Q?JJ.q(es 
·.:··" · ,.,8Feb·n;a.ry: 2orJ5 "' · ,. : : · 

. ·. •' •,.,_ .. ;'" 
2256 

·~ ... :"':'"' ~. I• 

Y.f!H1 i,-~~P.~~! ~8 th~ qq9y~ B,ijl th~ 
frtR~~~-t:t}~!}HP-.~~~9 w.~r~ . · sl.1~r~~g. »'it~1 t~~r 
resn.QJ1$Ib1h'tY pf gJy.Ipg the s·~-nd Bill Its 
. ~- - . ... , ,., .~·· • -~ •• ·~.. . t ' . • . '· .• • • ' -. 

c~~.§5.t~2. l~gi~_lative j tpd . CJ:~tical study by 
tl}i·'hdh. ·Speaker. The. Committees had 
§:e~Y.i:_ai .· ~~tth~gs, . interyi·e~s .. ~~d public 
1~~~:i·~1g . People t~:om all walks . of .life 
~efe :in:. attendance. ·They · i11ade tl1eir 
*eful coi1tributions and that has been 
p~rt of the fll1cnm1 of this report. 

· _:Aside from this, some people sent 
~eyeral memoranda and tapes which 
!l~~p~d. the Committees during their 
~rp~aisal of the Bill. 

At the end, the Committees were able 
to n).ake some amendments and they are 
he:ceby enclosed as a veritable tool for 
this Report. 

the Comrr-~ttees Report aJopg with tl1~ 
orig!i}a! BilL Tilapk Y()U. . 

· Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I (Rural): 
Mr Sp_eaker, I .second the Motion as 
moved by the Leader of this House. 
Tha1ik you.· 

. . . . . 

· Question put and agreed to. 

HIV I AIDS ANTI-DISCRIMINATION 
AND PROTECTION BILL, 2005 

A Bill for a Law to Provide Ag:,ti~st all 
forms of Discrimination and · .. · Give 
Protection Access to Justice, $upport 
and Care for all Persons living witli 
and Affected with HIV/AIDS in Enugu 
State ··and other Matters Related 
thereto 

This Report has been duly signed by Considered in the Committee of the 
the Joint Committees Members . Thank Whole House 
you. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move 
that the Report · be accepted for 
immediate consideration by this 
honourable House. Thank you. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South) : Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Leader; Mr Speaker, may I move 
.~ ·• . 

that this honourable House do now 
resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Wlipi_~ . Hovse for the consideration of 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I (Rural) : 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion as 
moved by the Leader of this House. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

The Chairman: We will suspend the 
Preamble and objective of the Bill up to 
Enactn}ent Citation and Commepcement. 

Clause 5 -INTERPRETATION 

Sub~section 1 (5)- At point 8 which i~ 
avoid ol penetrative sex to be deieted 
completely. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday. 1 8'" February, 2005 

The Huuse met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(.!Vfr Speaker in the Chair) 

APl">ROV AL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

M r Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagties, we have before us our Votes 
and Proceedjngs No. 53 , dated Thursday 

rd 3 February, 2005. 1 have gone through 
them to be accurate. HoweveL I call for 
yom commen1.s . Thank yo u. 

M r C. Ugwu (Enugu East U): I have 
equally gone through our last Votes and 
Proceedings of Thursday, 3rd February, 
2005 and I have equally found them to 
be correct and I therefore move for the 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings . 

Chief Whip (Jvk Odo): Tbank you, 
Mr Speaker. I st<md to seco nd the 
Ivf.otion as moved by the hon . .r\1ember 
for Enugu East II (Mr Ugvvu). Thank 
you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes ond Pror..:eedings of' Thursday, 
yet February, 2005 adopted cu.:cordingly. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

Report from Joint Committees on 
Health; Judiciar-y, Public Petition, 
Ethics and Privileges; and Women 
Affairs and Special Duties on the 

Enug\i. State Anti-Discrimination and 
Protection (Access to Justice, Care and 

Support) To J>ersons Infected and 
Affected by HJV I AIDS Bill, 

No. 3, 2004 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Thank 
you Mi' Speaker, I am the Chairman of 
thi s Committee. [ read the Report: 

The Speaker 

Office of the Chairman 
Cop.1mittee on Health 
Room 14 
Legislative Building 
J3nugu. 

1 i 11 February, 2005 

En~1gu State House of Assembly 
Enugu. 

Mr Speaker Sir, 

Report from the Joint Committees on 
Health; Judiciary, Public Petitions, 
Ethics and Privileges; Women Affairs 
and Special Duties on the 'Bill for a 
Law on the Enugu State Anti­
Discrimination ~1nd Protection (Access 
to Justice, Care and Support) to 
Person,s Infected and Affected by 
HIV/AIDS ~ill ~o. 3, 2004 



1!1 

2757 

Enugu State House ofAssemb(y Debates 
!8 February, 2005 2258 

Pw-~~~ 
9mcmded, 
4'iir · · · 

5: - INTERPRETATION, ;ls 
Qrdered to stand part ol the 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I think that for the fact 
that there are no amendments by the 
Committee on these Clauses, I prefer 
where you say that from this Clause to 
that Clause, following the fact that there 
is no amendment, should form part of 
the Law. Thereafter, you then put the 
Question. 

The Chairman: I thank the Deputy 
Leader (Mr Anikwe) for his suggestions. 
1 said earlier that I will take all the 
Interpretations one by one then when it 
comes to Clause, in the absence of any 
amendment_ I can now put the Question. 

Clause Il: Institutional framework 

Clauses 1.1 - 3.1, Ordered to stand 
part olthe Bill. 

Clause ll (3 .2) (Functions of the 
Committee) 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, I 
think that there is a typographical error 
in the Report of the Committee. What 
the Committee recommended appears to 
be different. What the Comn1ittee 
recommended was to delete line and 
insert stroke relevant Ministries of the 
State Government Thus the Committee 
shaLL report to the State Governor or his 
appointed representative and shall work 
in collaboration with all relevant 

.;1 

Ministries· olthe State Government. 

Clause I1 (3 .2): FLmctions of the 
Committee - As amended, ordered to 
stand J~f!rl of the Bill. 

Clause III (1.0) (1.2): (Voluntary 
Testing andinformed Consent) 

The Chairman: In line 2 after 
personnel insert Comma, then in line 4 
after sports insert Comma. 

Clause HI (1.0) (1.2) : - As amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause III (1.3). 

The Chairman: In line 1 delete in 
after nc;,twithstanding. Then delete 
previOLf;S schedule and inse1i previous 
Clause. Delete or and inse1i and in line 
two. 

Clause III (1.4) 
part ofthe Bill. 

Ordered to stand 

Clause 2.0 - Notification of coded 
information - Ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Clause 3 (3 .1) Partner notification -
Ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 3.3- (Pmtner Notification) 

The. Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, there is an amendment. In 
line three delete Counselors and insert 
Counselors. Delete shall be authorized, 
but not required by lay,, to and insert 
may, thus: 
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Tb'f '-1~J.!Ul~ cr!:e, P!~<;,Y.id.w: rf.sp_pr.s)f?.l~ 
for~· ·:: _qtr~'.~GZ~I?:i ) ·: \(/>: a~'.: f!Iii.~i/ospiw; 
{(·iqfyid_z.iai · including · doctors,. nurses, 
~~j'e l.ldie' workers. counselors. ·and any . 
,i4~~ . ca~d . .ghier. may '· JzotifY ... an 
t~4.ivf.dual 's .. }·exual partners · of his/her. 
H.IV status i{ 

Clause 3.3 - (Partner notification) ~ 
As amended ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 4 (Detention, Isolation, and 
Qualification) - Ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Clause 5.1 (Prisons and 
Correctional Facilities) 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleague, there is an amendment here 
th\ts: In line two delete give and inse1i 
given, thus: Those in prison. police 
detention and correctional facilities 
shed! be given access to means of 
protecting themselves .f1-·om HIV 
infection, including access to condoms. 

Clause 5 .l (Prisons and Correctional 
Facilities) - As amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 5.2. -3 -Ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 

Clause 5.4 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr 
Chairman,_,. Sir, there is a mistake as we 
ar:e .trea.ting 1J1.is as Clause four instead of 

22~Q 

q~m~ fiYSf. &}§ ~r~tt~r: ~n tl:l~ ~9n1111itt~~~~ 
R~Jiq# .. · Th~ Qq'ti1'i.11itte,~ l}ypqrt ~~ys 
chri.ise·:five,·· while in aetual sen~ie what'it .. ; ' .· -. .·' 

is -Clause four. So, I would suggest,th(lt 
Clause Jive be deleted to read claus~ 
four, that is page 21. The page 21 we are 

•. treating now is under Clause four. 
. . . 

.The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, we are on page 16 not 21 as 
the Chief Whip said. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, ym .. 1 are 
right, go ahead. 

Mr M . 0 . Onyeze (Igbo-Ez~ North 
I): Mr Chairman, Sir, there is a, 
discrep:?ncy between the Report and the 
Original BilL So, I agree with the Chief 
Whip (Mr Odo) because if we pick 5;4 
for example, of the Report that we fi11d 
in 6.4, that is, at page 21 of the original 
Bill, while the Chairman himself is still 
on page 16 of the original BilL So, they 
are not congruent. 

The Chairman: Honourabl~ 

Colleagues, on page 21 we have those in 
prisons. Can we say that 5. 1 appeared in 
two places. Somebody should explain: 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anibve): Mr 
Chairman, what we have to see as the 
way out is that the Committee tabulation 
in terms of Clauses did not tally w!th th,e 
original Bill, that is the con-e,<;:t thi11g, If 
we are now reading the original Bill with 
it, it will now appear in Comn~1~ee's 
Report as Clause five instead of Qlau~e 
four. So, it is either that the Committee is 
asked to now review or a kind of give 
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new clauses to Committee's Report 
which did not tally with the cl~1uses in 
the original Bill. For instance, what we 
are treating now under tbe origin~:d Bill 
is at page 21, but we are reading from 
the original Bill page 16. 

The Chairman: At page I g we have 
it?lection prevention and controL. Tl~at is 
Clause 6. 

Chief Whip: At page l6 as we an~ 
reading. it appears to have fallen under 
section 3. We now have on page 16 a~ 
we are reading section 3, sub 6:1. J don't 
kriow whether that one is correct. Bi.lt in 
the Committee recommendation it is 
section 4, subrsection 5: That js tlw one 
-vve are talking about. Therefore 011e 
could be mistaken if ... (interruption~): 

The Chair·man : The Committ~e g~,,~ 

us the job. I want you people to tell u~ 
what you actually want us to dq there so 
that we can make progress. Thank yo u. · 

Chief Whip : Mr Chain~1an , Sir, fron1 
the Committee ' s Report, in amen~ment, 
we have section 5 in section 4: 1 instead 
of section 5, it should be. se~ti,on 4:5; th~~ 
is the one we are talkin2. about. lt i·eads: 
771ose in prisons. polic;e det~ntion_ (n1.~.-( 
correctional facilities. sha(l . t?d gh-';,., 
access to meons of protecting themselves 
.fi'om HIV, we recommended gi);en: btit 
they wrote give access ((; ;'f!eCt;?:S: · ql 
protecting themselves .fi·om H!V 
infection. including access to cqndpms. 
So we now recommended that n shou\d 
be added after give ... 

" 

The Chairman: What did they call 
that section? 

Chief Whip: they called - it section 
4.5. Because in the next page we now get 
Section 5 ·itself. That is the reason we 
said ~hat .. . (1merruptions). 

The Ch.~tirman : Where does this 
section 5.4 fall under? 

(h~ef Wbip: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
section 4 .5 i~ s.till under section 4, that is, 
sectior~ 4.5.1, ~ection 4.5.2 ; section 4 .5.3; 
and .then section 4.5.4 as the case may be 

' ' , A ., ·'' ' 

.wt; are. recommended that the full-stop 
sl~ould be add~d. In fact, this is all about 
ui1der~t~t~cli 1;g . ho\·V .. we did the 
pa~ji?~tjo;~; · thqt is the ·only problem 
thete. ·. · .. 

Mr N,je~c.: Mr Chairman, Sir, the 
p1~0l{)~m _(.ol:served i~ typographical 
~rro r_, .. we j~lS.l · change 5 to 4 . 
(lnlerrupt{pn..s). . .- ··· .. 

Ocp·uty Leader. (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Chairi1~an', S!r, what I am suggesting, 
)ike as . "we - 11ave said before, is that, 
where'ver 'the:: ·~ Cqn1I~ittee . put' section 4, 

~bq~l!c( b~· r~placed · V:..ith section 3 
(!t? l errupti~Jrl;). What I am saying is that 
~i·'' sp~cific.&lly ~ro to the ar~as where 
. , .. · ··. •.,,.,·•-........... I:;> . • 

thev recommended for amendments. And 
tl;e;~, \~e· ~ot:i:~2t' ti1e proper ·se~tion there 
~~~d· ~~ 'treat . tl-iat ode. ·If there is no 
correction ;;e gq ah~ac(. Therefore, that 
r,J~ce ' ·0 1)ei:S ~~~~y y.rrote section 5 is 
sec~iqq 1 in !h~ 9rigina! ~ill. f\nd they 
\ybei·e section 5 appears we have section 
61 rnay be .. sei:~ion 4(/nterri;pfion.s) . . 

·.·· ., ' .,<! ··.·:,., ·.:·· · ... ... • : '. ,.. . ·'· • . ' 
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. · ytt~~t W!l~B~ Tl!~ P1~~m1~, ~~r, ~~~ 
¥PPI1~%1~~ .. i~ to~~~~ to(clurifj.~a!i~m~- ~f 
you .send it back tei1 times, this is what 

l ) et)uty Leader: . sci we are oniy yb~l · c~I:t~i-nly should receive again. Wl~at 
f • • . . ' ~ • .·... • 

making mistake in section 5.5 in typing. you should do is to seek for clarifications 
~ . . . . ' • '. 

That is -vvhat I am saying. because .it appears thatsome people have 
. ..· . . . . . . ' . ' . . . . . . be.el1 . ·l:e·g~i-ding sub-secti011s as sections 

Chief Whip: No. The1;~- i's ;~c5 i1~ist~(e ' i'!s.elf ·o S'o .. ·what you needeo ·· is 
H1e.re, j_{tst like the hon. Membe1~: .fci~- Udi . ~ cla~·ification; .. _otherwise, if you se11d Jt 
North (Mr Njeze) said {lnterruptiom) .. back that is· :what you will still g~t 

- · · U nlessyou d~ 'not want to pass the Bill. 
Tl~e Chairman: Honourable 

Cplleagues, there is a lot of 
~optradictions in this arrangement. I 
hm11bly suggest that this Rep01i should 
p~ t~lsen back. They should go and p~1t it 
in ord~r and bring it back to . the HOlise, 
b~cat.ise if we follow all these sections 4 
ctP9 pthers, we will make a lot of 
~~1i~tahs In this Bill. So let us not be )p a 
!'it.n~ry and . make some mistakes. Let us 
refer this Bill back to the Committee so 
tl~Clt th~y will .go and renumber -~ect!oqs 
(1 !;10 sub-sections to make it easy. . · ' 

· C~i~t' Wh~p: Mr Chairn1a~1, ~ir ; l~t 
.;ne jt~st make these suggestions. \Vhat I 
ill'P ~uggesting is that the problem is n9t 
~ith .-tlJe · ,l~ill , . neither is it).:vi_t1.1 :~: _tJ1e 
Col1}lpig~e> ·· Tl~e · problem : is so;11e 
M~IJ:lbers n9t being able to really 
~p~re~if).te l~q~v the section have been 
11~h~1~¢r<:;g. What I expected fn:Hi1 . . . 
diJNt;I;Z:tP,(iOl?:,:; :· 

·~. :.·::- . ~ ... . ' . . · .. 

The Chairman: Let me come in. 
'\qt} :.~~p 'pof ' t~ t\ t!?that the Me!1~Q~r~ ~hd 
!W\ flPR~'~fii:lt~ , ,WI~er1 you driy~-~1;.9~~i tl1As 
~~~)i/,~!1s(j)1M }"'-~Y:: you sai(lj hc1t g1e 
M'~m\?s~:~ dT~L~1ot ap-preciate .... ~- · 
. :' ·. "' ,··:..: . ~. · . . 

. . . . ' . . ... 

The Chairman: Listen,on page 16 
you . have 6.0; 6.1 ; 6.2; 6.3; up tq th~t 
point. So which section are thes~ failin~? 

Chie{WI~ip: That is section 3. Please 
tui·n to page 1 0. In page 1 0 you n9w have 
secti~n 3.1; section 3.1.2; 3.1.3: You·tun1 
to page_j ), you have sect! on 3 .1_.4; th~n 
yoti have Section 3.2 .1; 3.3.1; · 3.:3.:3; 
"4 .. 1·:.' 3: 42· "4"· "44· "'45· "'4. 6·< .) . . . , _ .. ' ,), . .J, .) .. ' ,), . ' .J . . . ' 

3.4:7; 3.{8; Then on page 16 .you h~ve 
3. 5.1 . then oil that page 16 ·that is why Wf:, 

have 3.6.J .. (interruptions) . 

The. Chairman: No. No . I think I am 
getiing ~hat . it . is. If you g~ t~ . S~<:tip}~ 
.1 Q, )~ )s.d ust the conti1\ua.~io.n · 9fo 111.at 
Sectl,.on ·· _Lip' ~ ' to . page 16. · We·. have :·not 
move_d frol11 .that section: We f.tre · treati~g; 
th~ same Section 3. Am I right? 

D_ep~ty Leader: What the <::qmmit~ti!~ 
n~w saicl is that they recbgni~es i! ii-i ·that 
'fl.ay; in:s.t~ad. of bringing ptlt'tl1.at se9tiorl. 
~s· s~tl~-~t·~~t_iv~ seCtion .. ~ · (17Jf~et:~p(jol1$i 

····. . } 

- ')\1r,·:c; . Ugwu (Enugti': .PC;1~f p): }tltJ. 
Cli.ai/ inim,:: I . think the Chief Wl11p (Mr; 
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Odo) wanted to help, so 1 equally think 
that be has a way out. 

The Chait·man: The Chief Whip has 

Several Members: No! No! We are 
confused. 

a way out. all .righuhe botL.__c_Lli~U!hip_ .. .. _lb.~J:J.Ulirm;uE.Ll.N ... £.llt . ~Ql})_~_~Q..c}YJ.o . . 

should go on . clarify us. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chaii:man, listen. 
What we do is that the rnistake appears 
to be at the second to the last page. lf 1 
am correct, where you erroneously said 
Section 4.5.0 instead of 4.0 that is where 
the mistake is so far. 

The Chairman: What do we do'? 

Chief Whip: What. we do is that we 
should not be confused. l got a notice 
that instead of Section 5.0 five zerc) we 
substitute it with 4.0. The problem is that 
people see sub-sections as Section itself 
And whereby they read along that line 
they just get confused. 

The Chaim1an: Now, Jet me tell yqu 
that in my opinion. if we should contirtue 
with this BilL we should just look at il 
on the oround that wherever we have D . 

Section 5 on the Committees Report we 
regard it as Section 4 on the original 
Bill. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, that is 
why I told you that Section 5 is S~ction 
4 and that is where we are. l do not 
knovv why we are confused. 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, this thing is very simple, we 
just change wherever we have 5 to 4 qnd 
make pmgress. So, do I go ahead? 

Mr Njeze (Udi North) : Mr Chairman, 
the issl!e we have here is that this Section 
5 in our Report is a typographical error. 
Then we should change it to Section 4 
and so where we have 5.0, that is section 
4.4 .0 ... (Interruptions). 

.. Depl-ltY L,eader: The bon. Member 
for Ud\. ]\lorth (Mr Njeze) you are making 
a mistake it is not true. It is not what is 
cont(lined in the original Bill. He did not 
evei1 g€t if If you watch· out if is at the 
second to the last page. If we go to the 
second to the last page of the 
Con1mitte~s Report, you see substantive 
Sectiqn 5 .. . (h7terruptions). . . . . \ ' 

Mr Njczc: What you should say IS 

su~~tanti ~e Section four. 
( Interruption,s). 

·Deputy Leader: lt does not tally. It is 
Se~tion 3.5Q i11 the original Bill and not 
eyen Section ~ . .. (Interruptions). 

Chief Whip : It is not true: 
( In!errupt ions) . 

Deputy Leader: Check from page 17 
qf the original Bill. ... (Interruptions). 

Mr F. Qnah (Nsukka West): Thank. 
you, Mr Ch?irman I am the Chairman of 
the Cqmmitte~ Mr Chairman, in view of 
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S~ctions · ~[- the B.~ port w.hicb · y;~r~ 119! 
tf~'~r:J · l;p~!Y ':h~}l~~b,ly . wish'\(}' W.iihsi!:~; 
fhG: ~el?ot:t to · ~~~able us cp-111~ oq( \iYitij· . ~l 
~lGar~rR~porL l)ank ym.i. · •. • ·. · .. : 

Quq·tion put and agreed to. 

Cpmmittee Report funnally 
witbdrciwn to enable the Chairman and 
(/1~ A1embe;·.s: ~f the Committe~~\' . do th~ 
i-e-t?.umbering of the Sections and the 
vari;ous sub-sect ions. 

(Iy1:r (?peqker Resumed the Chair) 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
'"'::--.. ' .. 

Meeting 

Mr . ~P~~~f~T · All Memb~r~ · ~rY, 
G?\p:e~t~d . tQ rrieet in my of11c·e. op the 
~-i~ing M. t~1y . ~rouse for a · .·x~ lJ :· ~11q~t 
bl·idl'ng: ·· ·· '· · · · · · 
• • •· ·• ~-·· '1' • •• ~1 

t\,Q.JOURNMENT 

L~()Q~Jr (tyfr . Anichufcwt·!~ ·' Mr 
Spe?!J<er, · m~y · 1 move .· ~11~1 · ~]?is 
bo iw(li'P:hl~ · Hol!s~ do now adjol.1rn t ill 
. .. '. ·,:·- . . -;· .. : ;, lid ' ., ' . . . . .l-~ .• :.. • • . • :' • ' .. -

Tl\e$q~y, 2} f .ebruary, 2005 at 1 Qa.m, 
·. '• .:.-· '- .- . . . . '• 

.. · \P~P..V.t~; • hf!~~~n 1'!1~1!~ y<?,P, IY:l~ 
Sneaki~r ' f have risen · to .. second the 
'<' ~ J .· •'•: ~·-; ,.;,•1tj',.• .:., ,: l , ... ··, ~- ,,., .·.~ ·.r _:..• J' , "" ~ .'• .-: . . ~ :...,·,: .· . .'':·.· ··~.·.':a. 

01:!-~~Ph ~~- I~Px~~ PY: ~h\ ,~~~Si~f.~. of !4!'? 
l::Js~-~s~." an8 !~j. 9o_ii1g so, I .h~y.~ !h~ Iwn9,!:it 
to t)1 .anl~ · ~h<:Almighty Gp9. fpLb1j,ngi1J.g 
back ·Bm: . Colleagues ·safely from Lpnd<;m 
aft~;. the-ir J~~gislative studies. It is ~1ot 
easy To Godbe tli.e Glory. Thank you. . 

Qzte,?fion put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjoun1. till Tuesday, 22 11

d February , 200.5 
at .1 Qa.m. jJrompt. . 

A,dJoJ!rned accordingly at 1.32 p,rn. · 
'· ! 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIG ERIA 

Tuesday. 22'"1 Fehruur)t; ;}()(}) 

The House mer or 10 o.m. 

PRAYERS 

(M r Speaker in the Cha ir) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker : Honourable Colleagues, I 
have before us ou r Votes and Proceedings 
No. 54 of Friday 18th February, 2005 . l 
have gone through .them and tound them to 
be correct. However, I need yo m 
con1ments . Thank yo u. 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally read the Votes 
and Proceedings and l'ound then1 to be 
co rrect. I, therefore, move a Motion for 
their adoption. Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo Eze North 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, l have ri sen to second the 
Mot ion. Thank you. 

Quest ion put and ogreed to. 

/1 oles and Proceedings of Fridoy, 18'1' 
Februmy. 2005 accordingLy adopted 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT 
FROM ·· JOINT ·· COMMITTEE ON 
HEALTH; JUDICIARY, PUBLIC 
PETITIONS, ETHICS AND 
PRIVILEGES; AND WOMEN 
AFFAIRS AND SPECIAL DUTIES 

ON THE ENUGU STATE ANTI-
DISCRIMINATION AND 
PROTECTION (ACCESS TO 
JUSTICE, CARE AND SUPPORT) TO 
PERSONS INFECTED AND 
AFFECTED BY HIV/AIDS BILL, NO. 
3,2004 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Spe<\ker, Sir, it is now my honour and 
privilege to move a Motion that the Report 
whici.1 l presented last week with the re­
numbering made on the sa id Report be 
cons idered along side with the original Bill 
in the Committee ofthe Whole House. 

Deputy Leadet- (Mr Anikvve): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, l have risen to second the 
Motion to the efl'ect that the House resolves . .. 
itself into Committee of the whole House 
tor us to consider the Report. 

()uesr ion Jnil and agreed to . 
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ANTi.·J)lSC~~ll\.1lNAT10N ANO . 
l~ RotE'c'rtoN A.ccltss ;ro JusficE, 
'' dA.l~E AND SUl)PORT TO PERSONS 
; .. INF~~CTED AND AFFECTED BY 

HIV/AlDS BILL NO: 3....: 
(CONSIDERED IN THECOMMI;fTEE 

OF THE WHOLE HOUSE-DAY 
TWO) 

CLAUSE 5.0 (5 . 1 - 5.'6) ·-- (BLOOD. 
TISSUE. ORGAN AND BODY FLUID 
SAFETY) - As amended. ordered to stond 
purl oj'the Bill. 

5.2 .2 .. 5.3. 5.4, 5.5 and 5.6 Ordered to 
.':ifond pori of! he Bill. 

Delete c lauses 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, and insert 5.3, 
and 5.4 respectively. As amended. Ordered 
to stand port oft he Bill. 

CLAUSE (J: (INFECTION PREVENTION . 
.AND CONTROL) -Ordered to s!(IIUI eurl 

rif.!he Bill. 

SECTION IV: 
CORRECTIONAL 
LEG ISLATION) -

(CR IMI NAL AND 
SYSTEMS 

CLAU SE 1.1 -1.7 -- (TRANSMISSION 
;\ND CXPOSLJ IU~ OFFENCE) - As 
tmwm.led Onlered to stand port of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 3:3.1 -4.3 (SEXUAL ACTS AND 
r~ELAT I ONSH IPS) - Orde>red to stond 
petri ojthe Bill. 

~: LAUSE 5.1-5.6 (PR ISONS 
CO RR ECTIONAL FACILITIES) 

AND 
- ,.4\ 

on·1ended ( )rdered to stonc/Jwrt oj'lhe 13ifl. 
,y 

2?.72 

CLA USE 5 (5.0) (5.1) (PR ISONS AND 
CO RRECTIONAL FAC ILITI ES) -

The Chairman: In line two delete the 
word give and insert the word given thus: 
Those in . Prisons, police detention and 
correctional facilities shall be given access 
to means of protecting themselves hom 
1-11 V infection including access to condoms: 

· 'Is wnunded. Ordered to stand part of' the 
Bill. 

5.4 ·1 n I i ne five after the word condition 
in s~.::rt the f i.i/l stop thus: where an HfV 
pos itive or detainee is critically ill the court 
or the Executive Governor of the State shall 
have authority to grant such individual 
compassionate early release upon the 
request of the State Attorney-General. In 
such insta nce. HIV/AIDS shall be vi~wed 
and treated like eve ry other life threatening 
illness or health condition. 
As lllncnded Ordered to stond part of the 
Jj if/. 

SF:CTION V 1.1 (a)-)k) - Non-
Discri n~inati on against person(s) 
inteded/affected by HIV/AIDS. Ordered to 
slum/ p~u-1 of' the Bill 

Clm1se 2.0 ( 1.0-2.0) No n-vilification of 
HI V infec,:ted/a tTected person(s) Orc(ered to 
stone! purl (d'the Bill. 

Clause 3.0 (3. 1-3.3) Representative 
Complaints ordered to stand pari of' the 
Bill. 

Clause 4.0 - 4.6 Privacy and 
Co nfidentia li ty Protect ion Ordered to stand 
j )UI'I of'thc: /Ji/f. 

1136 

"' 

c 



d 

" 

2273 

£ nug u 5:rme /-lous e of Assemh!{• Dehme.1· 
J2 Fuhruwy. ]{){Jj 2274 

Clause 5.0-5.8 Employment Sect ions V I -
V5 ordered to slond purl of/he Bill. 

Clause 6.0 - 6.1 - Codes of Professional 
Ethics. 

The Chairman : Amendment please. 
Section V (6.0) 6.2c): Delete staus after 
HIV. and inse rt .\lotus thus Codes of 
Professional Ethi cs) Duty not un!~1irl y 

disc riminate on basis of H!V status. Clause 
(6 .2c) us wnen.ded ordered to swnd part of' 
the Bill. 

Clause 7.1 - 7.9 Vulnerabl y Chi ldren , 
ordered to slum/ JWrtfthe Bill. 

Clause ~ . 0 - 8. 1 Property Rights 
ordered to stondJWrl ojlhe Bill. 

Clause 90 (9.0) Ev identia ry standards 
providing di sc rimination -

The Chainnan : In line one after 
1-l!V/AIDS de lete disability and insert 
condition.\·, thus: rnaking HIV/AIDS 
cond iti on providing discrimination onl y 
one of several r~asons for doing 
disc riminatory acts would be suflici enl to 
grou nd a case. 

Clause 9.0 (9 .1 ) As qmended, ordered to 
stoml port oft he 13i/l. 

Clause 9.2 ordered to stond parr (Jj'the Bill. 

SECTION VI: RegLII ati on of Goods. 
Services and Information - Regulation of 
therapeutic goods and serv ices. Section 
2.1 -2.9 ordered lo stand part ofthe Bill. 

Clause 2.0 Ethical Research 2.1 - (1-vi) 
ordered to stand pari qf'the Bill. 

Clause 3.0 Right to Education and 
Info rm at ion on H l V /A IDS 3 .I -3.3 ordered 
lo stand part of' the Bill. 

Clause 4.0 Freedom of Expression and 
Associ at ion 4. I -4.6 ordered 10 stand part of 
the Bill. 

,, 
SECTION VII: LEGAL SUPPORT 
SERVICES 

Clause 1.0 Free Lega l Aid Serv ices 1.1 -1.2 
ordered to sund port ofthe Bill. 

Clause 2.0 Right of Appeal - 2. 1 ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

SECTION VII!: OFFENCES AND 
PENALTIES UNDER THIS LAW 

Clause 1.0 Offences on interferences with 
the wo rk of the Committee, ordered to 
stond ;wrt of'the Bill 

Clause ··2.0 Public health Offences - 2.1 
ordered to stand pori of the Bill. 

Clause '3.0 Criminal Offences 3.I ordered 
to standparl (~[the BilL. 

Clause 4.0 Anti-discrimination and 
Protection Offences 4 .1 ordered to stand 
purl of'the Bill. 

Clause 5.0 Regulation of therapeutic, 
Goods. Services and Information Offences 
5. 1-5.2 ordered to stand part of the Bill. 
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S~CTJQN. IX: Reoulations. Rvl '·s and . •' C:::. ;: • ' • ' ~ ~ t l':-' . . ~ •. . 

Orper~ ' 

~ l0us~ 1.0 Power to make regulations. 
i·ules and orders 1.1 (a) - (b) ordered to · 
stand part of the Bill. 

SECTION X: LEGISLATIVE 
JUR!SDICTJON OF LAW - ordered to 
stand part oj'the Bill. 

Objects and Reasons- agrec;.d to. 

Preamble and object of Bill- agreed to. 

Enactment- agreed to. 

Citation and comn1encement - 23r<l 
February, 2005. 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo Et iti East) : J\llr 
Speaker, may I now move that the Bill be 
read the third time. 

Bill reported out of Committee with 
Amendments. read the third time and 
p assed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, . 
the Enugu State Anti -Discrimination and 
Protection, Access to Justice Care and 
Support to persons infected or affected by 
HIV/AIDS Bill No. 3, 2004 has now been 
passed . I wi sh to express my happiness to 
the Sponsor of this Bill. This is a private 
member Bill. 

I also wish to thank all those who 
contributed in no small way to ensuring 
that this Bill sailed through. I thank you 
very much. I wish to state too that this is a 
very important Bill in the lives of our 

people. One of the most important bills we 
lw v~ pp:;sed i11 this Assembly which will go 
ci long way to protect the interest of those 
affected and infected by 1-IIV . I remember 
sometime in the last admini strati on, this 
honomable House passed a Bill that has tq 
do with widows and widowers. That Bill 
received international recognition . Thi~ · is 
the first Assembly in this country that is 
passing this kind of Bill. I am very proud of 
yo u and I thank you very much. 

I als'o wish to thank the Sponsor of th~ 
bill , the Chief Whip of the House (Mr 
Odo), for a job well done. It is not an e(\sy 
task. Wi1en this Bill came up, it was like w~ 
were not going to pass it, because peopl~ 
were looking at it on the ground · th~t 
suppos ing that, if we pass it, it might meai') 
that yo u will go and lie clown and sleep 
with somebody having HIV/AfDS . That i's 
not what it means. It means that you try to 
at least give that person a word of 
encouragement and when you do that, you 
try to elongate the success of his health: Sq 
I thank you very much and I do hop~ that 
other hon. Members will try as much <IS. 
possible to come up with such priv<;~.t~ 

membe.r Bills. I thank the Joint Committ~e 
Chairman and all the hon. Members 
because when the debate was on on this 
Bill , I mean that it was the highest I h;we 
ever had in this Assembly. The kin<;! of 
support, the kind of zeal and the enthusiasm 
wh ich every Member demonstrated on this 
bills so I sincerely wish to thank you an,d 
also I will not fail to thank the Clerk ofthe ... -
House and all the other officers of the 
House for their etforts in trying to put all 
the documents into what we are witnessing 
todHy, into what we have today as a bill qJld 

which has now been passed into law. w~ 
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h~tve b~en able to pass iL. i also wish to 
fl!r!:l~ q1e Press for the way and manner 
they have been carrying out their work 
esp~cially as it atfecLs this bill because the 
way they continued to announce it, the way 
they continued ro air it, I me c=m I lack wo rds 
but I say may Clod bless yo u. 

On this note, I wish to express my 
!1appiness to everyone of yo u and l say 
thanks and Cod bless yo u. 

MOTION ON MATTER OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

Maintenance of Public O rdet· in the 
Newly Dualized New Haven Road 

That this honourable House conveys a 
Resolution to the Com1nissioner for Works 
En ugu, State l-Ion (Sir) Festus Ugwu, the 
Director, Fede ral Road Safety Corps 
(FRSC) and the Manag ing Director Enugu 
State Waste Management Authority 
(ESWMA) urgi ng the three Public Officers 
to wo rk discretely and collaborate vvith 
each othe r in the Maintenance ol· Public 
Order in the New ly Dualised New Haven 
Road. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo Eze North I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir. may I seek the kave of the 
House for the app licat ion o l' Rul e 25 of the 
Standing Orders of thi s honomabl e House 
to enable me present a Motion on a matter 
of urgent public importance. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, I ri se to second the Motion as 
p1oved by the hon Member for lgbo Eze 
"No rth I (Mr Onve::e) 

.;/ 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Onyezc: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
move a Motion standing in my name, that 
this honourable House conveys a resolution 
to the Commissioner for Works Enugu 
State, Hon. (Sir) Festus Ugwu. the Director, 
Fede ral Road Safety Corps and the 
Managing Director Enugu State Waste 
Ma nagement Authority (ESWMA) urging 
the three public otlicers to work discretely 
and collaborate with each other in the 
maintenance of public order in the newly 
clua li zecl New Haven Road . 

Mt· C. Ugwu: I stand to second the 
Motion. 

Mr Onyeze : !VIr Speaker, Sir, we are all 
living witnesses to the unprecedented 
infrastructural developments going on in 
the State, especially in the State Capital. 
These . .crysta I ised developments are the 
legacies which the present administration 
wo uld bequeath to the good people of 
Enugu State . 

M1· Speaker, Sir, it is not expedient for 
me at this juncture to chronicle all the 
development projects that have been 
executed or currently going on in the State. 
I would rather contlne us to one of the areas 
in the Coa l City where the dream of His 
Exce llcncy the Executive Governor of 
Enugu State Dr Chimaroke Nnamani had 
been fully actualized. The area is the 
Ebeano Housing Estate through the newly 
dualized New Haven Road. The entire 
layo ut of the Ebeano Housing Estate, the 
quality"' or the structures as well qS the 
decorum of tlie business outtits and 
transact,ions within the Estate transli1its to 
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On the basis of the above assertions Mr 
Speaker, I most respectfully urge my 
honourable Colleagues to .consider in this 
Motion moves to rename · the · Otigba· 
Juncti on the Ebeano Round About. Such a 
gesture would go a long way to promoting 
the ideal s of the group and at the same time 
enco mage indi vidual Members to make 
sacr ifi ces fo r the group. 

The Ebeano concept and the group are 
al so epitomized on the Leader who 
incidentally is the current Executive 
Governor of Enugu State, His Excellency 
Dr Chima mke Ogbonnia Nnamani. [, 
ther efore. a lso urge my Colleagues to 
consider moves to mount the statue of our 
great leader in the Round About. 

There is no doubt Mr Speaker that the 
purpose of rewarding excellence in many 
fi e lds of human endeavour including sports 
is to inspire the performer to greater 
heights and to motivate or challenge others 
for similar performances. The statue of His 
E:-;.cellency will immortalize his name and 
will tell the story to the next generation that 
at our time such a ti gure traversed. 

P•·aye•·s: 
Mr Speaker, Sir, in the light of the 

foregoing exi gencies on this very important 
Moti on affecting the attitude of Nigerians 
in the utili zation of public goods and the 
need fnr thi s honourable House to establish 
indebtedness even in a very exiguous 
manner to a great leader of our time, may I, 
therefore, make the following prayers: 
I. That this honourable House do urge the 

State Commissioner for Works hon. 
(Sir) Festus Ugwu, the Director of the 
Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC) and 

the Managing Director of the Enugu 
State Waste Management Authority 
(ESWMA) to maintain public order 
alon~ the newly dualrzed New H-aven 
Road , Enugu by removing all moveable 
and immoveable . objects including 
vehi9les found along the road anytime of 
the day or night. 

2. That thi s honourable House urges the 
Commissioner for Works to build more 
culverts or outlets along the new road to 
link-up more streets and establishments 
so that people transacting business along 
the area may find convenient places to 
park their vehicles . 

3. That thi s honourable House urges the 
Commissioner for Works to rename the 
Otigba Junction - "the Ebeano Round 
About" . 

4. That this honourable House urges the 
State Comm issioner for Works to 
embark on immediate building of a life 
size statue of His Excellency Dr 
Chi111aroke Ogbonnia Nnamani, the 
Executive Governor of Enugu State to 
be mounted at the Otigba Junction 
Round-About to replace the traditional 
drummer mounted there. 

Be it moved. and it is hereby moved . 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East): Mr Speaker 
Sir. if you go through this Motion , it is very 
direct and specific. And the reason New 
Haven Road was dualized by His 
Excellency, Dr Chimaroke Nnamani , was 
pointed out there. And the aim was to ease 
off tr~·affic holdups and create a 
thoroughfare in the heart of the cify. But Mr 
Speake~-, unfortunately, the ant i­
progressives, some uncivilized citizens are 
trying to abuse it. 
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Pn Fr iday. the Mover Qf this Motion 
anc! myse lf took out time and drove 
through the New Haven dualized Road. In 
fac t. we were !'eel up based on hat we saw 
on both sides of the Road. Cars were 
parked. and if you wake up early and try 
that Road in the morning, you will see 
some people wash ing their cars and other 
nonsense things on the road , as ifthat was . 
the aim ol'd uali zing the road. It .is highly 
unfortunate . 

Based on this we are calling on the 
Federal Road Safety Commission to lace 
out matters. As at now, people are stil l 
confused on whe re to pl y and on how to 
move . Some dri ve rs do not know how to 
make use of the Road. So the presence of 
the Road Safety Commission there will 
actua ll y help out things. We want to use 
this oppmtunity to remind the Enugu State 
Waste Management Authority of their role 
in the Law we made. Specifically, ifyou go 
to Section 2 part ! of the sa id Law, it says: 
Interpre rotion: Section 2 'A bandoned 
Vehicle· means vehic;/es not in use and 
parked tn inoppropriote manner 
obstructing .fi"ee .flow of' traffic or wusing 
t1u{sonce. If you go further in this Law, 
specifically at Section 5( I )f as amended: 
Functions oj' fh (:' Authority (t) to remove 
and tow ofl ahondoned vehicles.· We want 
the ESWAMA to take action. Be~ause once 
they take action , others will take examples: 
people shall he limited h·om parking their 
ve hicl es there. And again, for the 
Commi ss ioner for Works, if more outlets 
are erected or created. it will help to 
eradicate the wrongful parking of the 
ve hicl es there. So we will inform the 
Commissione r to expedite action on this. 

2::?.84 

Fu rthermore, the much ta I keel abput 
Otigba Junction, ifthis House vvill dedicate 
the place to the Worker holic, the Lion of 
En ugu, the man who make things happen, 
His Excellency Dr Chimaroke Nnarnani do 
me a t~wour by supporting and passing this 
Motion. It will be a favour to our people if 
this Traditional Drummer is replaced and 
the staEue of His Excellency is mounted 
there. We have very simple reason for 
choosing that place for his statue. That 
Junction or the proposed Ebeano Junction 
is the centre of the city. So, from there, you 
can get to the important places in the city. 
You can get to the stadium, or you can get 
to the Government House, or yo u can get to 
the 82 Division or to the Secretariat. 

In fact, that place is a place that is 
supposed to be called Enugu. For example, 
if you are in Sokoto, and you axe asked 
where you conie from the answer is Enugu. 
But if yo u are in Enugu or in my village or 
yo u come from far place like Uduma or 
Ugwogo. and you are asked where yo u are 
going, you will say that you are goir~g to 
Enugu . In fact, there must be a place that 
will be marked. 

As you know, for example, if you go to 
Lagos State to, at the capital city there, 
lkeja , yo u will see the statue of the 
Governor of Lagos State - Chief Bola 
Ah med Tinubu showing his work. If you go 
to Edo State the statue of Lucky lgbinedioh 
is there. If you travel down to Ogun State, 
Ch ief Gbenga Daniel, his statue is there. 
Please let us do this young man a favour by 
passing. this Motion, so that appropriate 
action can be taken for the erection of the 
statue of His Excellency, the Executive 
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Cuvc: mor, Dr C'hinl<u·oke Nnamani . So Mr 
Speaker Sir. we don't have much to say. 
Therefore. I call on my Co lleagues to rise 
and support thi s all important Motion. It 
will benefit om people. Thank yo u and 
God bless . 

Leader {!\lr AnichukH1U}. Thank you Mr 
Speaker. I would have started by asking a 
questi on. One will ask, is it how many 
times a man kills a Lion before he will be 
called Oglnto,'<!J(J And the answer is simple , 
one or more I ions. Mr Speaker I want to 
take us J little clown the memory lane of 
the hi story nf this country. The late 
Munaln Mu hammed of the blessed 
me mory was able to make a great impact in 
this country within six months . What the 
Military could not achieve in more than 12 
years. The was able to achieve in six 
months. 

Mr Speaker. we are all living witness to 
the development u l' thi s En ugu State. Some 
uf us are bom here wh ile some are born 
outside the country and must still remain 
the good people o l· Enugu State . Before the 
E.\ecuti ve (.ioverno r of Enugu State Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani came into power. we 
knew both the env imnmental and structural 
situati on and otherw ise in Enugu State. But 
as God wi ll ha ve it, within a short period of 
time. there was a principled impact both 
human ancl malerial. Mr Speaker Sir, when 
I gut up. I did not tell yo u that I have just 
stood up to give support to this Motion. I 
rha nk my Co lleagues whom I think are 
~~~~ t e r than some of us to have brought it 
now. And I know if it has l-~1ilecl to come up 
11 0\N. so many people would have clone that 
';ou ne1· or later -- hon. Member for lgboeze 
Nu 1·th I 1 Mr ()m·e:::i:! ) I love you for that. 

So Mr Speaker, Sir, this Motion is 
primarily talking about sustenance. lt is one 
thing to construct, it is another thing to 
sustain to maintain what has been 
constructed. Dr Chimaroke Nnamani has 
legalized New Haven among others. And it 
is unfortunate that immediately the Road 
was commissioned, one sees rubbish; 
because some cars are owned by robbers. 
Even the movable and immovable ones 
have b~en parked on that road. It is very 
unfortunate. And that is why 1 am proud to 
be a Member of this great Assembly at this 
point in, time. 

So, this honourable House has 
contributed in a great measure in making 
sure that all the structures erected and put 
down in this State are being maintained, at 
least for now. I believe, if sanity is started 
and followed up it is going to be 
maintained for a long time. 

And Mr Speaker, l ·want to remind you 
that the present Artisan Market where 
goats, cows and livestock are sold is now 
being re-located along Express going 
towards Mega Station in Enugu Central 
l~oca l Government And fortunately, the 
market has now been re-named Ebeano 
Ram/Goat Market. For sure, the legacy has 
gone beyond ordinary and that all the 
achievements are being recognized even in 
the livestock market; on the road; on the 
water; on the air and on the paper. So, if 
thi s honourable House should urge the 
relevant authorities to erect a statue in the 
image of the Governor of Enugu State, Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani , at the Otigba 
Junction and to re-name the place Ebeano 
Junction, I do not think there is anything 
wrong with that lt only means that we are 
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nwvi ng a littl e bit further to appreciate all 
the perfo rmances of the Go vernor of Enugu 
State whose stock-in-trade has always been 
to leave a legacy of clean environment, 
poverty eradication , etc . 

So, Mr Speaker, as much as l do not 
ha ve anything to talk against this Motion, f 
am strongly and completely in support of 
thi s Motion. And l wish that all my hon. 
Colleagues should gi 've this Motion the 
necessary passage so that we wi II all 
continue to enjoy all the good works of the 
Go vernor of Enugu State. Thank you , Sir. 

M r E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker Sir, l am highly impressed with 
the Motion that has been presented by my 
Colleague. Thi s is a timel y Motion . Most 
of us that pl y the New Haven Road 
especially the newly constructed lane now 
are witnesses to what is being done by 
some of the road users. The way we dump 
our vehicles along the road is very bad . 
This is one of the causes of accidents along 
the road. It is proper for us to be real 
human beings. We should be obeying laws, 
orders and rules but in our own way 
whatever law or rule that is made is not 
being observed or obeyed. So, what is 
worth doing is worth doing well. I am 
happy that the Motion made mention of 
outlets for the parking of the vehicles. 
There are people who own offices and 
business centers there. There are no 
channels where they will park their 
vehicles and that is why, in most cases. 
they park their vehicles along the road. 
Therefore, I am mgi ng the company, 
MARLUM, that is constructing that road to 
make proper arrangement where the 
business OWIJe rs there wi II be parking their 

vehicles so that vehicles should be properly 
parked and people have the way of where 
they will drop their vehicles and go into 
their offices. 

.. 
On the issue of Otigba Junction being 

re-named Ebeano Junction that is a proper 
idea. I .thank the people who moved this 
Motion for that very idea because the 
Ebeano has gone to every nook and cranny 
of thi s State and even to the country in 
general. lt is a name or a word that has been 
initiated by the Governor of Enugu State 
and even the communication world make 
use of Ebeano. Therefore, we should 
immortalize the Governor with that very 
name. The place Otigba Junction, I do not 
know that Enugu is well noted in bitting 
drums. and why that Otigba Junction? 1 
have been thinking why that Statue Otigba 
with a man that stretched his neck as if he 
is a python trying to capture something. So, 
we should replace that Statue with the 
Statue of the Governor if he would 1 ike it. 
But I think even if he does not like it we 
can even talk sense into him to believe that 
his statue should be there and then the 
Otigba Junction re-named Ebeano Junction. 
So, I urge my Colleagues to support this 
very Motion and pass it. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, I have no problem with the 
Moti on but I want the Motion to reflect the 
impediment for which it is being made. The 
Motion calling for public order on the road 
is well accepted and well timed, that is the 
Motion. Well, if you watch out all the 
discuss'ions as contained in the body of the 
Motion, to my n~ind, most of them are not 
needed ., You know we are practicing at 
least three tiers of Government because the 
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law is no respecter of anybody, be him 
poor or ri ch, whether yo u believe it or not. 
We have Local Government, State 
Government and Federal Government. And 
we are ask ing for the fourth one ·that is 
Community De ve lopment Co-ordinatin g, 
whe re poss ible. 

Mr Speaker, if this Motion is well 
structured on the maintenance of public 
order, ca llings on the Comm iss ioner for 
Works and Transport, the Nigerian Police, 
the Sector Con1mander of the Federal Road 
Safety Commi ss ion because we have 
nothing like the Director of the Federal 
Road Safety Commi ss ion as well as Enugu 
State Waste Management Authority 
(ES WAMA) to ensure publ ic order on the 
nevvly New Ha ve n duali zed road that will 
be spec ifically granted. Eve ry other matter 
that do come afte r it is on the negation of 
that particular impediment. You know, it is 
the duty of l-oca l Gove rnment by law to 
agree on statue or where it can be sited . 

I kno w we have number one famous 
tradit ional ruler of Enugu State who is a 
Royal Majesty, late Edward Nnaji , 
Odezuluigbo the second. The matter did 
not come into the House before it was 
sited . .. . (ln!erruptions). 

Mr Ugwu : How do you know? 

Mr Anikwe: I aiT1 aware it did not come 
into any House of Asse mbl y. 

An hon . Membe r: It is not true. 

M r Anikwe: It was done by the Local 
Government and for us now to jump into 
asking for tt rection of statue instead of 

maintaining public order. 
(lnterruptiom) . 

Mr Ugwu : Information! Mr Speaker, 
the hon. Deputy Leader is misleading the 
House ... · .. ( lnterruptio11s) 

Deputy Leader: I am still talking .... 
(Interruptions). 

. Mr Ugwu: IPformation! Mr Speaker, I 
want to correct him. What does the hon. 
Deputy Leader mean? He should sit down. 
The statue of late lgwe Nnaji has nothing to 
do with the House. 

Deputy Leader: So what I am saying is 
that if you go to the law, it is the local 
govemment that will give you authority to 
site; that particular area belong to a local 
government. It is not the duty of the House 
of Assembly to call for a Motion asking for 
erectio11 of statue of anybody; it is not done . 
It is not the duty and responsibility of this 
honourable House to do it. 

Mr Speaket·: Can I ask yo u a question? 
Let us not shy away from the preambles or 
the ingredients of the Motion. The statue 
you are talking about is standing 
somewhere. He did not just say let us 
construct the statue of a Governor. He 
started by telling you all the achievements 
so far. He equally went ahead to mention 
the dualization of New Haven road. He 
equally went ahead to talk about Ebeano 
Housing Estate. You do not single out that 
statue. It is just encompassing. If yo u go 
through. the Motion proper, it dwells on the 
achievements, why such honour should be 
g1ven. 
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!}q1u~·~ J._,:.;Hk;r : 1 th i111\ I 111 ~: a sk vou a 
SJL: e~l i ~ \'; ; ·~·1~ · : ~;i;:;i; ~~ ~~·r. \;~ ; ~1 · ;j•; ), \{~ll c l~a~1 e 
pndirstoq~l me . Is thet·e an·y dc)(ibt,loday in 
ibe ·;\, i nds ul' pe6p're. : !'or instance .· yo u even 
~~ ;~ -~ -~~l~ i··~~l :tl1e. ~1 u d;tio n. y~ ursell'. Yo u have 
E~·be; 1 10 -·l l~<ll \s' the l~1 m ily i1 ame in t nu gu 
Sta le. Yo u have [beano Housing Estnte. It 
ciid not CU ill l ' ns a res ul t of Mot ion in thi s 
Ho use . What I am te lling you is tl~ a t if you 
g\.1 to the law on whi ch we are qperating 
b9causc we a1:e th e lawniakers, we cannot 
p1a ke ~~ lat tl1 at will infringe on th e 
leg itimac y ... 

Mr Ugwu : Questi on! The ques ti on is­
thi s is a Mot ion and not a lavv. So yo u are 
mi xing th e th in g. In a Moti on. nobody is 
t() rced to ab ide by it. 

Mr lVI . Onyezc ( lgbo Ezc No rth 1): 
Very recen tly. the Airpo rt at Enugu was 
named Aka nu lb iam Airport by the Head of 
State. I do not thin k the orde r is from an y 
loca l gove rn ment. We are here to represent 
our peop le . I r We ca n te ll ourse lves the 
tru th th at _j o int (0 Li gba Juncti on) has been 
c[1a ngecl by sumebody and I say - let us 
give the pe rso n the honour. It is not the 
loca l governmen t e ither the man 
control ling New Have n or the man 
controllin g [ bea no or th e man controlling 
undcrgmund tun ne l. we are ta lki ng abo ut 
tl1e pe rso n re presenting the entire people of 
Enugu Sta te. So when Enugu Airport v.tas 
p[um:d <11'te 1· /\kan u lbi am, the local 
gove rn me nt was not consulted. We are 
Cluing a beat <l lld ii' yo u say 'vVe are not 
~i o in g our bem. quote a law th at says we 
ca nnot or some body who ac hi eved 
:;ometh ing ca nnot stand there. 

·' 

Qeputy Leader: What I am saying Mr 
Spe<tker: Is ll~ at I} a Mo ti on is specifica-lly 

• • • ·4' • 

on something, th e intendment of the Motion 
can never be allowed to be . di stracted . 
There Is no person in Enu gu State who is 
hav ing a problem with the Gove rn or. We 
are in peace with him . It should not come 
as a rvioti on, so Mr Speaker, what I arn 
say i11g . here . is that the Moti on · is 
specifically calling on maintenance of order 

· on tl~ e newl y cluali sed ;·oad and not any 
other thing. )f yo u go . furth er. with the 
exception of prayer one , others should be 
done away with based on the reasons I aiT] 
go ing to give now. The road constructi on, I 
be li eve had · a pe rfec t approva l and 
spec ification before building such a road . 
As one of us ri ghtl y pointed out, you 
remember it is not Ministry of Works and 
Transport that built the road. It had a 
spe citic.~a ti o n and MARLUM c o nfo rrn ~ c;l 

with the specific ati on and that is what J am 
te lling yo u th at if the road users cap 
c:o nfo rrr1 with th e specificati on, we do not 
have problems with the road and that is 
what the Motion is ta lking about. The 
Moti on is calling fo r order for them to 
conform . 

What I am saying is essence Mr Speaker 
is if yo u go further , for instance, when we 
tal k abou t ES WAMA somebody mentioned 
how people throw rubb ish on the road. That 
is where ESWAMA should come in as 
operat ing authority to he lp to keep order on 
the road. What th is Moti on is telling is to 
main tain order on the new ly duali sed road . 
I am te:'i lking you it should not come il1to 
thi s House of Asse mbl y - Enugu Stat~ 
pass ing a Motion ca lling for bu ilding of a 
staLUe f\x Hi s Excell ency. It should not 
come as a Motion in th is House . And what 
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I am j ust say ing here is, let us not allow the 
su bsta nce and cont inue beating the shadow. 
The Mot ion is spec ifi c - maintenance of 
order on the road and no other thing. That 
is my own contribut ion. I have no problem 
with the Motion but the other prayers 
appear confus ing. There is a lot of 
contradi ctions than the order the Motion is 
calling for. Thank yo u. 

Deputy Speake,-: Mr Speaker, I am on 
my feet to contribute to this all important 
Motion, I am contributing because Ebeano 
is now our cu lture. And we say who is 
behind Ebeano . Acco rding to John C. 
Maxwell. he sa id, ' no pain no gain'. A man 
beh ind Ebeano is Dr Ch imaroke 
Ogbonnaya Nnan<a ni what is more? He is a 
man who has modeled our lives . We owe 
him absolute loya lty. A man of acti on. And 
we should remember that if we don't do 
thi s th ing now lime shall come when they 
wi I! name it For another person who is not 
an indi ge ne of this State . Just like what 
happened in Akanu lbiam Internationa l 
Airport. No indi gene of Wawa is named for 
anything in wawa land. This is a road 
leading to three fo lds. Why can't people 
feel free when they get there. Some of yo u 
have tra ve lled out. When yo u go to 
Ameri ca you see th e great thinker where 
yo u take interest of yo urse lf. 

Again Mr Speaker, I agree with the 
Motion about the parking lots. You have 
also travelled, yo u saw the strategic areas 
where people <u·e not allowed to park. If 
yo u park, yo u pay fo r it. lf yo u are 
spend ing 20 minutes or 30 minutes yo u pay 
for it. This is part of revenue generation. 
Yo u have been to Lo ndon, you have been 
to America y ou have seen those areas . If 

yo u park yo ur car the Police is there for 
you. If yo u are parking for 30 minutes you 
wi ll pay for 30 minutes and many of you 
can bea·r me witness. 

, Mr ,Onyeze: The hon. Deputy Speaker 
(Mr Atigwe) is right. 

Deputy Speaker: I don' t think any sane 
man in this State can say that this Motion is 
not time ly. But the problem is 
understand in g. What the last Speaker did 
not understand well: there was some sort of 
confusion. There are many helping words . 
We have noun , we have adjectives, then we 
have okpo af"a. and onochi okpo afa. All 
these are there but tinall y what did you say. 
We come to say; rename Otigba junction as 
Ebeano and let the strongcy r base be there. 1 
have been busy otherwise I would have 
produced one in my Constituency and l am 
going to do that. Let me copy from this one 
we are going to build here . 

Mr Speaker, as I heM~ earlier said , no 
sane man will criticize thi s Motion. lt is a 
t imely Motion, the best Motion ever passed 
in this honourable House at its right time. 
Whe n thi s gentleman came to Office in 
1999 he had a dream, he had a vision and 
that dream is no longer a day dream. So, 
what I am say ing in essence is that we shall 
all not exc lude any constituency to pass the 
Motion accordingly without failing to cross 
the 'T's and dot the 'T's there. If 1 am 
all owed, ma y I move that the Question be 
put but" Mr Speaker, we have known our 
leade r and our leader kno ws us, why then 
do we ,de lay. delay is dangerous . Before 
people have another thought I move that 
Question be put. 
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ryi r A. C!l i g!1~~ ( Uzo~ ~~wa11 i ) : Mr 
)pe~1 kcr. I l:a ve h~en from my p\ace to 
e:,~ ,~tribl.1te n1 )' iclen towa rd s thi s all­
important Motio n. before us. Mr Speaker, 
first of all, on behalf of my Constituency. I 
tha;1k the Mover of thi s Motion for a job 
we ll clone . I say more on some ofthe issues 
in the Mot ion has not been appreciated. 

Mr Speaker. I am onl y quarreling with 
the reso luti on No . 4. and I have the 
fo ll ow ing reasons to argue my points . Mr 
Speaker. No . 4 says that this honourable 
House urges the Commissioner for Works 
to emhurk on immediofe building ol o live 
slutue o f !-lis Excellency, Dr Chimaroke 
Oghom?O_l'O Nnomuni. the Executive 
Governor of' Enugu .)'rate 10 be mounted at 
Otighu Jundion roundobout fo replace the 
Tmdi tionul Drummer mounted there. 

Mr Speaker. to the best of my 
knovvleclge tht' dualized road is not in 
Ot igba ruund-<t bo ut and I say it will be 
benel'iting as v.te are to immortalize the 
nam e and person of His Excellency that the 
Statue wi ll be cited in a strategic place 
exact ly that rou ncl-about where the road is 
du a lised and not bringing it up to round­
about to the Government House. 
(Int errupt ions) 

Mr Spc<\ker: Let me clear that point. 
The Ot igba Junction is the one near 
Teac hers· House. 

Mr Chigbo : I am talking of the one at 
the New Haven Junction. 

Mt· Speake•-: No . the Otigba Junction is 
vuv c luse to OF![) Office. 

Mr Chigbo: I am talking of Bi;ml!a 
Road. 

Mt- Speaker: Listen! No, that Junction 
is the one leading to Okpara Avenue, then 
the other one is New Haven Juncti on. Then 
the one very close to DFI D ofl~ce is Otigba 
Junction. 

Mr Chigbo: The one close to DFID? 
•' 

Mr Speaker: Yes. (Laughter). 

Mr Chigbo: Then I withdraw my point 
Number two point Mr Speaker, for this 
great Parliament to ask Commissioner for 
Wo rks to build afimurom ebe madu ji ego 
ya agwo onwe ya. What I am understanding 
is that Commi ss ioner for Works will now 
write a memo to His Excellency asking him 
for approval of ten kobo to enab le him 
build hi s Statue. 

Mr Speaker. that is what I am say ing. rt 
is either the House of Assembly builds or 
erects the Statue of His Excellency to 
immorlalize him or asking the 56 Local 
Governments in Enugu State to build a 
Statue of His Excellency within so, so 
period . . 

· The person we are building statue for is 
incharge of the Ministry. The 
Commi ss ioner has no money of his own 
without go ing through the person. Is there 
any way we can get money fo r the 
Commi ss ioner and allow him to build the 
statue of 1-1 is Excellency? 

!VIr Speaker and my hon. Colleagues, I 
am arguing on that issue . There is no 
ambiguity. If it is so good for yo u. you can 
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go ahead and <~pp1·ove it. but I am say ing it 
is either the Ho use or the Loca l 
Government System in Enugu State. We 
want to immorta li ze. we want to leave a 
legacy . The Enu gu State House of 
Assembly \Va nts visitors here . peo ple have 
bee n here before us, and peo ple will be 
here ;:li'Ler ou r own te nure. The last hon. 
Me mber ur second to the la st hon. Member 
that spoke has said a ll that I wa nted to say. 
My respected Co ll eagues sa id th at th ey will 
ask the Company to build another 
connecting mad . I think there is a des ign 
for the road wh ich was ap proved by the 
Ministry of Wo rks and eve n the Mini ster 
fo r works before that road was bu i It. 

So I am aga inst any other road bei ng 
built the re whet her by the left or ri ght. I am 
of the opinion that the peop le incharge 
shou ld be ca ll ed upon to maintain sanity 
and the se rvices wh ich the Moti on is aski ng 
for . 

Mr Speaker: Ca n I give the hon. 
Mernbn for Uzo U\·Vani (11.1/r Chigbo) 
in t'ormat inn !'rom what I understand. ·We 
are not ta I king ~1bo ut bu i lei i ng more roads. 
we are ask i n~ for an outl et whe re peop le 
can novv instead of parking on th at rl)ad. 
betwee n UN IMED Hospital and the Art 
Wo rk Studio or a man. the1'e should be a 
connection where yo u can now dri ve down 
and park yom ca r uff the road . Thi s is what 
I think they arc: tn lki ng about not the iss ue 
of co nst ructing <t nothcr road. 

Mr Chigho: So Mr Speaker Sir. with 
these k\·V ame ndments. I am as kin g my 
hon . Co ll eagues that one term and Second 
Term and thi rd te rm could he lp thi s Mot ion 
to stan oif Xake <t dec ision on thi s Mot ion 

and pass thi s beaut iful Mot ion. Thank yo u. 
I therefo re move th at the Question be now 
put. 

Chief W hip (/vir Odo): Mr Speaker Sir, 
L want to thank the Mover of thi s Mot ion 

! 

fo r thinking out pos iti ve ideas of these 
nature. I ,,va nt to make some obse rvat ions. 
The issue of dua!i zation of New Haven 
Road has been an obj ect of controversy 
even from the point th e road vvas about 
be ing constmcted. Yo u coul d reca ll th at 
there is n ve ry big mansion across that road 
wh ich was marked fo r des truct ion and by 
the graci ousness and leni ency of the 
Governor, the building was left to stay and 
as such, the building serv es a lot of people 
stay ing inside it. They have vehicles, 
motor-cycles, and a lot of mov ing objects 
as we ll. The issue of parking space fo r the 
vehi cles along that street is hi ghl y 
antic ipated. There is an impli ed 
presumption tha t ve hi cles must be parked 
especia ll y as it relates to that mansion 
because if the mansion was pulled down 
then there wo ul d have been mo re space to 
pa rk ve hicl es so long as the mansion is 
there. th ere is no way ve hi cles wi II not be 
parked there. Thi s goes a lo ng way to 
contradict prayers ( I ) nncl (2) . 

Prayer I. is urging the Security 
Apparatus. the Road Safe ty. the ESWA MA 
to mal(e sure that they mainta in pu blic 
order along the newly duali zed New Haven 
Road by remov ing · a ll movabl e and 
im movable objects including ve hicles, 
fo und along the road at any time of the day. 
The essence of what we are do ing is that 
there has to be public peace. The Law does 
not enforce im poss ibility. What we shou ld 
be pray ing fo r are thu s: and tha t was why r 
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am not comfortable with prayer (2) which 
has proffered a solution by saying that the 
Commissioner is to construct a new 
culvert. But for me I believe that what is 
necessary is to cover or close all the 
culverts, so that people can now ha ve a 
parking space. Even if you close all the 
culverts what will determine as to whether 
or not in terms of building up n1ore street 
as sa id in prayer 2 is within the terms ul· 
contract given to the Commissioner for 
Works vis-a-vi s the MARLUM 
Construction Compan y. So yo u now 
understand that veh icles parked along that 
street that they are helpless and our hands 
are tied in the sense that this house cannot 
push the law enforcement agents to go and 
remove vehicles when obviously there is 
no place where they are going to be parked. 
That will be very unfair ofthe House; what 
we should be thinking of is to find a way to 
modify prayer 2 to accommodate closing 
up the culverts from New Haven to upper 
Chime Avenue to Otigba Junction. 
Presently these culverts have .· not .been . 
closed. This has contributed to vehicJes 
being parked along the road . So we have to 
really urge the Commissioner to close up 
the culverts so that people can now park on 
them. 

Mr Speaker: Can the hon. Member for 
lgbo-Et iti East (Mr Odo) allow me to give 
him some information . Before the 
commiss ioning of that road , people 
normal ly drive round and park their 
vehicles inside. As soon as the road was 
commiss ioned people do not care again 
about parking well. Up till this moment we 
still have locations where you can park 
yo ur vehicles at the other side of the road 
not blocki11g.ti1e road. As at now people are · 

impatient, we always want a short cut. Thi s 
is one of the major problems. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, ca n ym1 assist 
me where somebody who has ·a n office in 
the mansion just adjacent , vvhe1·e is he Lu 
park his vehicle? .lust assist me with an 
answer. 

:Yi r Speaker: l ,1, 1 l ~, . ) :.. ti1e i "1: 1 u . : ~ l 

Whip a question? I will al so answer yo ur 
own question. Now li sten somehocl v \•vho i<; 
sell ing Okirika at Ogbete Ma in Market 
whe re does he park his car? Does he park 
hi s car very close to that place where he is 
selling Okirika? No, he parks it away from 
his shed (lnterruptiom). 

Between JEZCO Filling Station and that 
mansio n we are talking about, there are lots 
or parking spaces thcre. Betwcc11 .I CZCO. 
Mechanic Work shop ~ 111d the Jll~JII .i\> n thl·rc 
is parking space (interruptions). 

Chief Whip : Mr Speak.~r, Sir, le,tme 
make mv contrihutinnc; . The ic; c; tl t:> r<:> mflinc; 
that let us nuL put unJJccessary 
controversies because it does not worth it. 

The issue remains, and the lact remains 
that the people carrying on business in the 
place can not conveniently park their 
vehic les because there is no parking space 
there. Not until you create an ave nue where 
people can now park their vehicles as to 
gi ve way in that place, yo u do not expect 
somebody who is having a business 
concern maybe adjacent to Dl .ll) Ollice to 
go down to lntcr-Cunti llcllt~il IL1Ilk ~1 t 

Ebeano Estate to park his car. These are 
premises belonging to people. So there is 
'no way you. can-dO' tbat. · So whaH am rea ll y 
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pray1ng IS that we do not force 
i mpossi bi I ities. 

I am sure that the culverts as at present 
is what we have to work on and urge the 
hon. Commissioner to close up the culverts 
and create the space. That is point one, 
because I am personally not going to be a 
party to in instigating government agencies 
to go and arrest people. Most of us even go 
and park there if we go to a business 
center. 

I want to move in line with Order 55 of 
thi s House that prayer (I ) be entirely 
expunged and prayer (2) be modified, that 
this honourable House urges the 
Commissioner for Works to build more 
culverts and outlets along the newl y 
dualized New Haven road. 

Deputy Leader: I said it initially. I, 
therefore, move to second the Motion as 
moved by the Chief Whip to enable him 
make the necessary amendments. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, may I 
formally move that prayer (I) be expunged 
entirely and now that prayers 2, 3, 4, be re­
named I, 2, 3. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): 
second the Motion accordingly. 

Question put and agreed to. 

nse to 

Chief Whip: At this point, Mr Speaker, 
I wish to urge my Colleagues to support the 
Motion as prayed with a little caveat. 
Caveat in the sense that each time we are 
having a sensitive Motion, people should 
be allowed ):C speak. It should be a topic of 

its own. It should not be an annexure of any 
kind, because, if you now look at the 
caption one would have anticipated what it 
will be in content. Maintenance of Public 
Order i.n the newly dualized New-Haven 
road. That is the caption . If you now go 
down to talk of building a statue. then that 
statue must be along that duali zed road 
which forms the cardin<il puinl. l·l·hy I·Vc <tt·c 
here. So for me. the building lll. 'I statute is 
not in line with what the Motion intends. It 
cannot just come as an annexure, because if 
you now look at thi s thing, one would have 
known what it should be. We need the 
Statue but it Cll l l lhll he <l ll'\I II IIII ULI:t k \.J 

within the object of the Motion itself. 

So I want us to acid that it is either we 
now add the building ur the statue a lung the 
dualized road or along Ebeano as the 
caption · so as to retain what this Motion 
intends'to do. Otherwise, if we leave it like 
this, what it will mean is that we have 
deviated entirely !'rom the object of the 
Motion: because. Fheano and the · Otigba 
Junction cannot be catcgori ;.cd under the 
dualized road. That was what I th ough the 
hon. Member for Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigho) 
was saying even thought he derailed. But 
what I have observed is that it is the 
popular view of Members th at a statue he 
builL, so why don ·L we add <:I S a 1\!lotion that 
the caption of the Motion wi II now read: 

1151 

Maintenance of Public Order in th e ne wlv 
dualized road and the erection or· a public 
statue in the image of His Excellency, the 
Governor of Enugu State. 

May I now move that the caption of the 
Motion be read as l'ollows: /v/ainLenanc:c: of' 
Public Order in the newly dualized New 
Haven Road and the Ereciion of Statue in 
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the ln1age of His Excellency, the Governor 
of' Enugu State at the Otigba Junction 
Enugu. 

Mr Speaker: Prayer one is the one we 
have expunged. 

Mr Ugwu: Mr Speaker, who will 
maintain the order? 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, the question 
is perhaps pertinent, he is asking how to 
maintain an order; one does not need a 
police man to maintain an order. By the 
time the culverts are closed up, the order is 
maintained automatically, one do not need 
a whip to go and chase somebody out in 
order to maintain an order. However, Mr 
Speaker, there is a Motion on the Floor. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, r have 
risen to second that Motion calling for 
amendment of the title of the Motion as 
moved by the Chief Whip. 

Question put and agreed to; 

Title of'the Motion accordingly changed 
to read. Maintenance of' Public Order on 
the Newly Dualized Nevv Haven Road and 
Erection ol Statue in the Image of" His 
Excellency, the Governor of" Enugu Stale, 
Dr Chimaroke Nnamani, at Otigba 
Junction, Enugu. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, I ha ve risen to 
make my contribution basically in support 
of these prayers calling for maintenance o l· 
public order on the newly dualized new 
Haven mad and erection of a statue of His 
Excellency Dr Chimaroke Nnamani. 

Apart from other reasons adduced by 
hon. Members to see that the newly 
dualized New Haven road is l'ree ()r tr<trlic 
jam, especially those who park along that 
road, I am strongly in support of what the 
hon. Deputy Speaker said as regards to 
generati'ng of revenue from parking lots and 
spaces there. But because there are no 
spaces to park as to generate those funds, I 
wo uld have preferred a situat ion where. 
may be, i1i the next budget or if it is 
possible within the Local Government 
purse, they can build parking lots close to 
that high rise building, because that is what 
is obtai ned in urban L-cnlrcs. I r <ltll' docs n()t 
want ve'hiclcs to cluster the ru~td s , ltc build s 
a parking lot where vehicles will come and 
go in and park, like vve have in the market. 
In the 1~narket. one has <1 mutm park lut 
where every trader in the m<tt-kcl thul drives 
a car comes and park his vehicle and can 
trek more than a kilometer to hi s shop and 
do his pusiness. But in the case of New 
Haven dualized road, it is not possible for 
any businessman along that road to park his 
vehicle more than ten polls away !·!·om his 
site because of what the devil use some 
people to do some limes close to or along 
that road. If some men of the under world 
can come to somebody while he is in his 
car and ask him for the key to that car, how 
much vy,ill they do wiK·n he is miles <~ W< I Y 

from that car, except he has a parking lot 
where security men will be around when he 
come in and one can generate revenue for 
the s<imc, he pay l(lr the p<~t · kin!:' . 

,As for the issue or maintaining order 
with prayer two, it is well established that 
once there are places where vehicles can 
move into either close to the street or close 
to the culvert, that the issue of vehicles 
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parking along the road will no longer exist, 
in which case order will be properly 
maintained. 

Now, 1 believe that the issue of statue is 
a matter of imm01talization. One can 
immortalize a Jiving person or a person 
who has lived and gone. In ti'le case of the 
statue of the Governor of Enugu State Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani as to whether it will 
be erected where we presently have 
'Otigba' statue, I think that prayer is very, 
very much in order, and I believe that it 
will be good if it is achieve. It is my belief 
that for it to be achieved, somebody has to 
be given the responsibility for him to carry 
it out and that person has to be somebody 
who can afford it. If we give this 
responsibility to Dr Chimaroke Nnamarii to 
go and carry it put, it will be heavy in his 
hand, because it will be looked at as if he is 
calling for his name to be immortalized 
when he is not doing that, when it is his 
performance that is calling for such. So, I 
support what the hon. Member for Uzo­
uwani (Mr Chigbo) said that the 
Commissioner for Works or the Ministry in 
its entirety should not be brought into the 
picture. 

We all know that the naming of streets 
and the issuance of permit for statue and 
things of that nature belong to the Local 
Government. It is within their jurisdiction, 
and so for this Motion to have effect, for. it 
to be carried out there is .need for us to 
refer it to the appropriate authority and 
since Dr Chimaroke Nnamani has not only 
ach ieved for Enugu Central Local 
Government or Enugu north or Enugu 
South and East, but has achieved for Enugu 
Sate, because I know that vi1tually every 

Local Government in Enugu State has one 
project of Dr Nnamani staring at their face 
in that very Local Government. 

May I, therefore, request that prayer 
three now that the name of the 
Commissioner have been expunged out of 
it and local government system be used to 
replace it and if it is allowed, it will now 
read that this Honourable House urges the 
State Local Government System to embark 
on an immediate building of a large life 
statue structure of Dr Chimaroke Ogbonnia 
Nnamani the Executive Governor of Enugu 
Stat~ to be mounted at the 'Otigba' junction 
round about to replace the existing 
drummer mounted in that place and that 
this should be done within a period not 
exceeding three months, so that they will 
do it while it is still on in the minds of the 
people of Enugu State. If it is allowed, Mr 
Speaker, may I request in line with Order 
25 of this House to move a Motion for an 
amendment in prayer three. · 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, I am· still 
insisting, let us hand this project over to the 
Associations of Local Governments of 
Nigeria (ALGON) Enugu State. I do not 
kliow what the bon. Member for Udi North 
(Mr Njeze) mean by Local Government 
System, so I am saying that if this project is 
handed over to ALGON, Enugu State, they 
have Executive from Chairmen down 
wards . If this replaces what was suggested 
by the hon. Member for Udi N01th it is 
9kay. 

Chief Whip: Information. Mr Speaker, 
may I bring to your notice that ALGON is 
not a government establishment. It is just 
an Association. 
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Mr Speaker: That is very correct, Chief 
Whip. 

Mr Ugwu: Information. Mr Speaker, I 
believe that in Enugu State there is nothing 
like Local Government System. What we 
have is Local Government Service 
Commission; if we have Local Government 
System, who is in charge of it? So, Mr 
Speaker, if we say Local Government 
Service Commission, it is as good as 
saying Commissioner for works . 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, if 
we say Local Government System their 
must be problem. Why not say 17 Local 
Government and 39 Developing Councils. 
(Prolonged interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me hon. 
Members. Please listen to me. What you 
will do is that, let us follow Local 
Government system. And when this is 
done. The Clerk will know how to 
communicate to them. (In terruptions) . 

Several hon. Members: Do you mean 
communicate to local government? 

Mr Speaker: Of-course yes. Of-course 
yes. In fact, it is correct. (Interruptions). 

Mr Njeze: Thank you Mr Speaker, may 
I move that prayer 3 be amended to read: 
that this honourable House urges the Enugu 
State Local Government system through 
the office of the Special Adviser to 
Governor on Local Government matters, to 
embark on the immediate building of a 
large life size statue of His Excellency Dr 
Chimaroke Ogbonnia Nnamani, the 

Executive Governor of Enugu State, to be 
mounted at Otigba Junction at the Round­
About to replaced the existing Drummer 
·mounted therein, within a period not 
exceeding 3 months. Thank you. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker Sir. 1 rise to 
second ·the Motion as moved by hon . 
Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze) 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Njeze: Thank you Mr Speaker Sir. 
and thank you my hon . Colleagues. Having 
concluded this amendment, may T now in 
the absence of other contributions moved 
that the Question be put. 

Question, That the Question be put, put 
·and agreed to. 

1154 

Main Question put and agreed to .. 

Resolved: 
l. That this honourabl e House 

urges the Commiss ioner for 
Works to build more culvetis or 
outlets along the New Haven 
Road to link up more streets and 
establishments, so that people 
transacting business along the 
area may find convenient places 

2. 

-, 
.) . 

to park their vehicles. 
That this honomab le House 
urges the Commissioner for 
Works to rename Otigba 
Junction to Ebeano Round­
About. 
That this honourable House 
urges the Enugu Local 
Government System through the 
office of Special Adviser to the 
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Governor on Local Government 
matters, to embark on 
immediate building of a life size 
statue of His Excellency Dr 
Chimaroke Ogbonnia Nnamani, 
the Executive Governor of 
Enugu State, to be mounted at 
the Otigba Junction/Round 
About, to replace the Traditional 
Drummer mounted there within 
the p·eriod not exceeding 3 
months. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Report Out Bill 

Mr Speaker: Please l want to appeal to 
the House Committee on Education to 
hasten action on the Bill before their 
Committee, that is on Secret Society. So 
please, I want·· to appeal again that you 
should try to report out, latest next week 
because we want to pass that Bill as soon 
as possible. 

Meeting 

2. On request of the hon. Member :for 
lgboeze-North I (Mr Onve::e) please all 
Members are expected to be in my office 
on the rising of the House. Thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker Sir, hon. 
Colleagues, I rise to move that this House 
do now adjourn till Thursday, 24th 
February, 2005, at 1 Oa.m. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker Sir, 111 

seconding the Motion for acljou mmcnt, I 

want to thank the Members and staff of this 
Assembly for . the way they compo11ed 
themselves throughout the proceedings ;md 
articulation of this Bill just passed into law; 
more especially the Me mbers ul· Lite Huu:o;c 

for the ··constructi ve criticisms they ISSued 
against the Bill which has in tum assis ted 
the Committee to bring out the Report th::1t 
is propei·ly accepted by the Members. 

I equally want to thank the ci vil soci t.:L) 
organizations that have assisted us in tilE' 
articulation of the Bill and Stakeholders in 
the Health industry who have gone through 
all these stages we have gone before the 
·Bill now came to the House of Assembly. 

· Aga in I wa nt to say a big thank you 1n 1hc 
Speaker for co-ordinaLing the activities ol 
the Bill up to this moment it is passed into 
Law. And, once again, I wish to state that 

. the Enugu State House of Assembly has 
done itself proud in the entire African 
ContineJl t to bt·ing out the Dill or J S Jll'Ci ~l l 

type that has never been assented to or 
passed into law by any State Legislators, 

' not even the Federal. Once again, I want to 
thank people for printing their nnm c~ int n 
the Archives of this very achievements . 
Once again, 1 thank you very much. 

Question put and agreed tn. 

ResoLved ThaL tile House <.Ju. llu vv 
adjourn till Thurscinv. 24th Fchn~;lr, · . ~()()<; 

' at 10a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 2.47 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

'h d '" . T. urs ay, 24 February, 2005 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
out: Votes and Proceedings No . 55 , dated 
Tuesday, 22"d February, 2005 are before 
us. I have gone through them and found 
them correct. however, I need your 
comments. Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have also gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of our last sitting 
and found them to be correct. I therefore 
move for their adoption. 

Leader (Mr Anichukvvu) : Mr Speaker 
Sir, I have risen to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings oj' Tuesday 22"d 
February, 2005 accordingly adopted. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleague, 
before I go into the next item, may I 
humbly inform you that we have the 
Speaker of Barno State House of 
Assembly in our midst. He came in 
yesterday ~n -route to Bayelsa State for the 
conferen6e of Speakers to be held there. I 

wi sh to inform him that Enugu is home for 
everybody. If he has the opportunity he 
will see how democracy is working in 
Enugu State. What the Governor is doing 
in Enugu State is better experienced than 
told . May be when we come back, we may 
ha ve the opportunity of hosting you in 
En ugu State. 

NOTICE(S) OF MOTION(S) 

URGENT REPAIRS OF 
COLLAPSING PORTION OF OLD 

AWGU/OKIGWE ROAD AT 
UGWUNZU 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, permit me to move a Motion 
stariding in my name on the Order Paper: 
That this honourable House do urge the 
Federal Road Maintenance Agency 
(FERMA) and Federal Ministry of Works 
to please as a matter of urgency repair the 
collapsing portion of old Awgu/Okigwe 
road at Ugwunzu near Games Village 
Awgu. 

I beg to move. 

Mt· C. Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, l rise to second the Moti.on. 

Mr Maduabu: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
A wgu/Okigwe Road that runs tl-om Enugu 
to Okigwe down to Port Harcourt in Rivers 
State, is one of the (Trunk A) Federal 
Roads in this country. ' It is along this road 
that the inhabitants of this great country 
res id e. It is the road that links most local 
government headquarters with each other. 
the road opens access to many major 
agricultural and commercial areas of 
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Enugu State, South East and South South 
States. Almost all towns, communities and 
villages are connected to this all -important 
but neglected road. 

The old Awgu/Okigwe road is almost 
cut into two by erosion at Ugwunzu, just 
after Aki na ukvva junction, near 
Games/Cultural Village Awgu. 

The erosion has eaten deep into the 
main road that motorists and other users of 
the road are in constant fear of sinking in 
or falling into the wide, large and 
frightening holl ows that have been caused 
by erosion. What holds the road from 
being washed away now is the present dry 
season. There is virtually nothing that 
would stop the road being cut into two by 
erosion once rainy season starts in May 
2005. 

The Federal Ministry of Works has 
carried out similar rescue work at Ovo 
stream along the same Old Awgu/Okigwe 
road in 1999. It was the pr;ompt 
intervention ofthis Ministry that saved the 
road from being cut into two that year. We 
praise and commend the effo rts of this 
Ministry and say more grease to her 
elbows. 

His Excellency, Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani, did a marvelous job by 
rehabilitating and asphalting the road in 
the year 2005; thi s excellent job should 
not be allowed to be washed away by 
erosion, which is imminent now. Millions 
of Naira will be required to rebuild the 
road if it cuts into two whereas less 
amount is· now required to arrest the 
situation, 

Prayers: 
I. That the Federal Ministry of 

Works and Federal Road 
Maintenance Agency (Enugu 
Office) should please, urgently 
step in to rescue the road from 
being cut into two. 

2. That the Cha irman Awgu Loca l 
Government Council , Dr A. U. 
Chukvvuohosi should liai se 
urgentl y with Federal Ministry 
of Works and FERMA to effect 
concrete repairs at the 
collapsing porti on ofthe road. 

Be it moved and it is hereby moved. 

Mr C. Enebc (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have ri sen to contribute to the 
debate on this ve ry important Motion. 
Ugwunzu road is very important to my 
people. That road is a Federal road but 
unfortunately in the South-East here they 
concentrate mostly on the Express Road 
wh ich is not proper. The road runs from 
Abasa all the way clown to Port-Harcourt, 
that is Old Federal Road from the East to 
So uth -South and apart from the work done 
on that road during the last tenure by His 
Excellency, the Federal Government 
virtually abandoned that road. I hope that 
th is Motion will re-awaken their 
seri ousness and let them know that, that 
road belongs to them, that they are 
supposed to repair that road . That very 
portion that is complained about is so bad 
now that it is difficult to pass through 
the re . I believe that this House will be 
do ing something good if she lends her 
we ight to this Motion. That Motion does 
not require much argument because today, 
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it is in Awgu, it could be in another place 
tomorrow. So, I am urging my hon. 
Co ll eagues to kindly support this Motion. 

Secondly, I am of the opin ion that we 
would have called on the State 
Government too because they are closer to 
repair that road. The State Mini stry of 
Wo rks can come in there we cannot 
depend on Federal Gove rnment; we can 
call on State Min istry of Wo rks and SGe 
what they can do so that if Federa l Road 
Mai ntenance Agency (FERMA) delays 
due to bureaucracy in the Government, 
because they wi II come all the way from 
Abuja, the Commissioner for Works at the 
Min istry of Works, Enu gu, or even the 
Governor wi ll know that someth ing is 
wro ng with that place : We should not pass 
thi s Motion the way it is, witho ut letting 
the State Government know that 
something is go ing bad in that place. 
Notwithstanding the fact that this is a 
Motion on Notice, may I seek the leave of 
the house to make amendment. 

Mr Speaker: I thin k it is perfectly 
O.K. like this . I have my reason . If the 
Chairman of the Council works directly 
with the Governor, it is a qLiest ion of the 
Chai rman letting the Govern or know 
about the Motion passed by the State 
Assembly in connection with the road and 
he can be given a go-ahead ord er to get it 
repaired. But if it is the wish of the House 
that we should include the State 
Government, we ll , I do not have any 
problem with that. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, you remember 
that during th.e last tenure the road was so 
bad and it was the State Government that 

repaired it all the way from Awgu down to 
Ndeabor. So, if they could do the road 
when it was so bad and it is now bad what 
is wrong in telling them. Why shou ld we 
refe r to the Fede ral Mini stry of Works 
when we are in the State Assembl y. So, 
my hon. Co lleagues, may I seek yo ur leave 
to read this Amendment. Thank yo u. 

Mr Speaker: I st ill believe that this 
·Motion is on Noti ce . It is not a Motion on 
urgent public importance. In-as-much-as I 
am aware of the Rules, I am also aware of 
what the hon. Member for Awgu No rth 
(/VIr Enebe) is can vass ing for. I st ill believe 
that if there is any proposed amendment to 
a Motion on Notice I should by now have 
gotte n a copy of such amendment to that 
Mot ion. Yo u are a ll awa re of the nature of 
that particular place and I wa nt to give 
everybody a fair hearing; so let us do it the 
other way in lii1e with our Standing Order 
No . 25 . So, the hon. Member for Awgu 
North (/VIr Enebe) can now come up with 
hi s amend ment in line with Order No. 25 
of the Standing Order. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, I am in order. 
What I did was right; for the leave of the 
House to introduce the amendment but if 
there is no Seconder that ends my 
amendment. 

Mr Speaker: No, no, yo u st ill have to 
apply Ord er No. 25 of the Standing Order. 
In thi s case yo u must have a Seconder. 
Defin itely yo u must have a Seconder. .Just 
clo it the way it shoul d be and somebody 
wi II second it. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, may I observe 
Orde r No. 25 of the Standing Order and 
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move as third Prayer that this honourable 
House do urge State Ministry of Works to 
urgently take steps to see how they can 
repair that road {/' FERMA is not 
forthcoming. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) should first of 
all, request, in line with Order 25 , that the 
House should give him the opportunity. 

Mr Enebe: That is what I did earlier. 

Mr Speaker: You did not mention any 
Rule; that is what I am quarreling with. 
You can now go ahead and propose the 
amendment. 

Mr Speaket·: The hon. Member for 
Awgu South (Mr Maduabu) should 
confirm whether or not it is O.K. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South) : It is 
O.K. like this. I have discussed with the 
hon. Member for Awgu North (Mr 
Enebe) . There is something there, let us do 
it that way. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo) : Mr Speaker, I 
want to get some clarifications on the 
Motion. Is it proper for a Seconder of a 
Motion to put up an amendment in a 
Motion? 

Mr Speaker: Yes, there is nothing 
wrong with that. An hon . Member that 
sponsors a Motion has the right to come 
up with suggestions or amendments even 
if he is a co-sponsor. There is nothing 
wrong with that. 

.;1 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to contribute to 
the debate on thi s very important Motion. I 
have to thank the Mover of the Motion for 
his initiative because the problem in this 
country is that we do not have 
maintenance culture. This is a Federal 
Road that has been se rving the people; but 
it appears to have been abandoned now. 
You will find out that ithappens to most of 
the structures in the public sector. People 
will build something and dump it and start 
building a new one. You will find out that 
it is like moving one step forward and two 
steps of three steps backwards. By the end 
of the day one wi II see that we are not 
moving forward. They say that a st itch in 
ti me saves nine. 

If the hon. Members can look at the 
structures in their local government and 
point out to th.e people responsible for their 
maintenance from time to time, I believe 
that it will promote maintenance culture in 
the country. So I support this motion 
because of the intentions. The intention of 
the Motion is to save public structure. If it 
is done on time, millions of Naira of the 
Federal government resources will be 
saved. 

When the road is entirely cut-off it will 
cost more money to re-build. Also this 
road is a Trunk 'A' road ; it is a Federal 
road. There is no need bringing in the State 
Government unless it is under emergency. 
It is not yet an emergency situation . It is a 
normal situation. The Federal authorities 
pass through the place ; so they should call 
on the rightful owners to take care of the 
maintenance . 
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Mr Speaker, Sir, I am appealing to my 
hon. Colleagues to support this all­
important Motion. On this note, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I move that the 
Question be now put. Thank you, Sir. 

Question, That the Question he now 
put, put and agreed /o . 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Re::;olved. 
1. That the Federal Mini stry of 

Works and Federal Road 
. Maintenance Agency (Enugu 
Office) should please urgentl y 
step in to rescue the road from 
being cut into two. 

2. That the Chairman Awgu L.G. 
Council, Dr A. U. Chukwuobosi 
should liaise urgently with the 
Federal Ministry of Works and 
FERMA to effect concrete 
repairs at the collapsing portion 
ofthe road . 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Chieftaincy Title 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the hon. Member for Enugu South I Rural ) 
(Mr Am) will be recei ving a Chieftaincy 
Title at this weekend in his country home. 
He has asked me to formall y invite you all 
to that occasion on that day. 

Date of the Event: Saturday 26111 

February, 2005 . 

. ;1 

Time: I2 noon prompt. 

Venue: At Akpugo: but the event will 
take place at his country home Ugwuaji. 
All of us are warmly and respectfully 
invited. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichuk:wu) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I move that thi s honourable 
House do JlOW adj ourn ti II Tuesday I st 

March, 2005 at I Oa.m. Thank you , Sir. 

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in seconding the Motion for 
Adjournment, · I want to use this 
opportunity to thank a II the hon. Members 
of this House for the quick passage of this 
ve ry Motion. The Motion wi ll save a lot of 
life when the repairs are done. Thank you 
very much. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved· That this House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, I st March, 2005 , at 
I Oa.m. 

·Adjourned accordingly at II. J Oo.m 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 1st March, 2005 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
we have before us our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 56, dated Thursday 24111 

February, 2005 . I have gone through them 
and found them to be correct. however, I 
need your comments. Thank you. 

Mr D.A. Anih (Enugu South I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally, gone through 
our last Votes and Proceedings and found 
them correct I, therefore, move for the 
adoption. Thank you. 

Leader (Mr Anichukvvu): Mr Speaker, I 
have risen to second the Motion as moved 
by the hon. Member for Enugu South I 
(Mr A nih). Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings ofThursday 24'" 
February, 2005 accordingly adopted. 

.;/ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
GOVERNOR 

Mr Speaker: We have a Message 
from His Excellency the Governor of 
Enugu State, I read: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TO 
THE STATE GOVERNMENT 

Government House, 
(Ahuja Building) 
Enugu. 

February 28, 2005 

Mr Speaker: Item four, A Message 
from His Excel lency the Governor of 
Enugu State, I read: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TQ 
THE STATE GOVERNMENT 

Government House, 
(Abu Building) 
Enugu. 

February 28, 2005 
Our Ref ENSISSGIM260/556 . 

The Honourable Speaker, 
Enugu State House ofAssemhly, 
Enugu. 

Sir, 

RE: NOMINATION OF MR SUNDAY 
ONYEBUCHI AS A COMMISSIONER 
DESIGNATE IN ENUGU STATE 
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May Jforwardfor your consideration and 
possible confirmation the above who has 
been nominated by His Excellency, Dr. 
Chimaroke Nnamani, Governor Enugu 
State as a Commissioner designate in 
Enugu State. 

While anticipating your usual co­
operation, please accept the assurances ol 
His Excellency's regard and respect for 
the honourable House. 

Sgd. 
Dan Shere 
Secretary to the State Government 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move that 
the Message from His Excellency, the 
Governor of Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani be accepted for immediate 
consideration by this honourable House. 

Mr F.E. Amu (Nsukka East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second that Motion 
as moved by the Leader. 

Question put and agreed to. 

The Message .from His Excellency Dr 
Chimaroke Ogbonnia Nnamani 
accordingly accepted for immediate 
consideration. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I also move 
that this honourable House do resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House for the consideration of the 
Message from the Governor, that is to say, 
for the screening of the Commissioner 
designate," Mr Sunday Onyebuchi. Thank · 
you. 
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Mr A. 0 . Chigbo (Uzo-uwani) : Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second that 
Motion as moved by the Leader. 

Question put and agreed to. 

INTERVIEW OF THE 
COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE 

(CONSIDERED IN THE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

HOUSE) 

The Chairman : Honourable 
Colleagues, following the letter that I 
just read a few minutes ago from His 
Excellency, the Executive Governor of 
Enugu State, it is true that this letter 
came in this morning but I do not want 
to pre-empt the House. The 
Commissioner-designate has been a 
part of this government and it is very 
important not to delay the screening 
exercise. On that note, we informally 
asked him to come this morning for 
screening and I believe he is around 
and I am sure as I am talking now most 
of you must have gotten his C. V. and if 
it is okay, may we formally request 
that the Sergeant-at-Arms brings him 
in for some questions or questioning as 
the case may be. 

Thereupon, the Commissioner-
Designate was ushered in 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, before you is Mr Sunday 
Onyebuchi. He is here on your 
invitation, following his nomination by 
His Excellency, the Governor of Enugu 

·,;:, 
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State as a Commissioner-Designate in 
Enugu State. He is here to entertain your 
questions for possible confirmation as a 
Commissioner in Enugu State 
Government. At this juncture, I wish to 
call on you to ask your questions . 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze-North I): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I have two questions for 
him. The first question is from page 2 of 
his C. V. the second paragraph talked about 
adhoc duties performed; number 3 there 
says; Member Enugu State Civil Service 

· Re-organisation Commission. As a 
Member of that Committee what input did 
you make to ensure more efficient Civil 
Service of the State and for enhanced 
social welfare of the Civil Servants of our 
State? What is your personal input to that 
Committee? Then the second question is 
that if you are confirmed as Commissioner 
and there is a Motion from this House and 
prayer for something to be done in the 
interest of the people of the Enugu State; 
how will you handle that Motion with the 
prayers? 

Commissioner Designate (Mr 
Onyebuchi): Thank you Mr Chairman Sir, 
thank you hon. Members. On your first 
question, the aspect of the job which I was 
involved was to eliminate Members of the 
Enugu State . Civil Service who forged 
some documents or those who changed 
their age or those who over stayed that is 
those who were supposed to have retired 
and still remain in the service. What we 
did,was to go through all the files of civil 
servants, check their certificates both birth 
certificate and academic certificates. And 
then found out those who were supposed 
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to have retired but still remaining in the 
service, and those who falsified their 
age declarations. And then we 
eliminated them from service in order 
to allow those who were eligible to be 
in service to remain in service. By 
doing that, we came up with Core staff 
who will promote efficiency in the 
State Civil Service. We eliminated 
dishonesty in the service. And then · 
created opportunity for those who 
wanted to come into the service. 

On the second aspects, if the House 
passed a Motion requesting that 
something be done, I believe, with due 
respect to the House that I will without 
waste of time see that the Resolution is 
implemented for the benefit of the 
people of Enugu State. Thank you. 

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South) : 
Mr Onyebuchi , welcome to Enugu 
State House of Assembly. In your C.V. 
we have here, you have been an 
administrative officer in the Enugu 
State Civil Service Commission and 
now Principal Private Secretary to the 
Governor. With all these positions you 
have held in Enugu State, would you 
please tell me if there has been any 
.interaction you have with Enugu State 
House of Assembly or Members. 
Another one here is that iri your C.V. 
here you are a major in Religion. If, for 
instance, you are given any teclmical 
position to handle in Enugu State, do 
you think you will be able to give 
expert advice on it? 
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Again, if you are confirmed now as a 
Commissioner, how would you be 
interacting with Members of Enugu State 
House of Assembly because I know that 
by the grace of God you will be 
confirmed? 

Commissioner-Designate: Thank you 
very much for the questions. On your first 
questions, I started work in the Enugu 
State Civil Service in 1980. That was 
during the time of the Military. In 1999 I 
moved to the office of the Chief of Staff. I 
have not had any direct dealing with 
Members of the Enugu state House of 
Assembly except on correspondence. Then 
on your second question, I think that is 
about qualification. You will see I have 
been in administrative positions and if you 
look at the C.V. I have also been a Social 
Mobilisation Officer. I believe in my 
knowledge because I have served many 
Commissioners. If you look at that C. V. 
also you will see that in my ad hocduties, 
I was Secretary Junior Staff Committee. I 
have worked closely with many 
Commissioners in the past twenty five 
years as a civil servant and I have learnt 
enough f~om them. One job of a Chief 
Executive, is administrative, that is, to be 
able to co-ordinate the different aspects of 
the Ministry where he finds himself. 
Thanks. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): My 
Commissioner, you are most welcomed. I 
just need a little clarification to the annex 
to your Curriculum Vitae (C.V) in respect 
of all the Certificates you have acquired 
especially in .respect to your First School 
Leaving Certificate. May I know why and 
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then from what you disclosed here, you 
said that you read in the Isi -ogbo Nara 
Community primary School from 1970 
to 1973, I do not know whether there 
was a time when the duration in the 
Primary School was three years. Could 
you elaborate and put us clear. 

Commissioner-Designate: Okay, if 
you look at that C. V. you will see that I 
was born in 1960. I started Primary 
School in 1966 when the Civil War 
broke out and then my academic 
pursuit was stopped. And by 1970 
when the civil war ended, I went to 
school to register in primary one and 
the Headmaster looked at my age and 
size and from the interview they 
conducted they said that I should go to 
primary two. So, I started primary 
school from primary two instead of 
primary one. I remember that by 1973 
there were two classes read in one year 
that was the year the beginning of 
school year was changed from January 
to September and that accounts for that 
ISSUe. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Onyebuchi , I do 
not know, can you remember the day 
you visited Enugu State House of · 
Assembly Legislative Quarters? 

Commissioner-Designate: Yes. 

Mr Chigbo: For how long? 

Commissioner-Designate: I did not 
time the visit. So, I cannot remember 
the exact time. 

·' 
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Mr Chigbo: Is it this year or last year? 

Commissioner-Designate: I have not 
been to the quarters this year, I think if I 
can remember correctly, probably it might 
be last year or the year before last. I do not 
keep diaries on visits. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Onyebuchi, if you are 
passed by this great Parliament and 
eventually you are made a Commissioner 
for Works, how beautiful is the 
environment of that legislative Quarters 
especially the road inside it and what do 
you think you could do? 

Commissioner-Designate: Please, 
did not get your question. 

Mr Chigbo: If you are passed by this 
great Parliament and eventually you are 
made a Commissioner for Works, what do 
you think will be your contributions 
towards the environment there? 

Commissioner-Designate: Do you 
mean the environment of the Ministry or 
the environment of Enugu State? 

Mr Chigbo : I am talking about the 
environment of the Legislative Quarters 
that is, the road inside our Quarters. 

Commissioner-Designate: I am very 
sorry, I have got the question. I believe 
what I feel I will do if I am confirmed and 
made a Commissioner for Works is that I 
will visit the Complex, that is, the 
Legisl~tive Quarters and . then make a 
memorandum to His Excellency stating 
the condition in which I found the place 
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and then recommending that he should 
approve that something should be done 
urgently to give the place a face-lift. 
Thank you. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Cl1airman, at this 
juncture, I move that Mr Sunday Chidi 
Onyebuchi takes a bow and leave the 
Chamber. Thank you. 

Thereupon Mr Onyehuchi took a 
how and left the Chamher. 

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, we have successfully 
concluded the screening exercise and at 
this juncture, may I request your 
comments with regard to the screening 
exercise we have just conducted. 

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker, I 
have risen to express my gratitude for 
the exercise which has been 
successfully concluded. The 
Commissioner-Designate, we all know 
him, he is in the system; he is part of 
the system. I know that virtually every 
Member knows him and all both 
administrative and other positions he 
had held in the State, and the high 
regard he has for bon . Members for 
those who were opportuned to interact 
with him outside ever before now. So, 
Mr Speaker, having been ' part of the 
Government and . contributea a great 
deal to the success of the present 
administration, I am appealing to my 
bon. Colleagues to please look at the 
way Mr Sunday Chidi Onyebuchi has 
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respectfully answered all the questions 
from the hon. Members. And I believe 
because I know him very well, he did not 
answer them because he was ii1 the system 
but he answered them because of the 
respect he has for this honourable House. I 
also believe that the respect he has that he 
will still continue to maintain it no matter 
the position he is given in Enugu State; So, 
on this note, Mr Speaker, I am pleading 
with my hon . Colleagues to confirm the 
appointment of Mr Sunday Chidi 
Onyebuchi as a Commissioner in Enugu 
State. Thank you. 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to contribute to the 
discussion on the just concluded interview 
of Sunday Chidi Onyebuchi . In the first 
place, I want to use this opportunity to beg 
the hon. Members of the House to just 
kindly confirm his appointment as a 
Commissioner. 

I have worked with this gentleman in 
the Civil Service Comnl.ission and at the 
same time and I can tell you that Mr 
Onyebuchi was one of the finest civil 
servants I had ever worked with. He is 
diligent; he is hard working; he is 
committed to whatever he is doing. His 
focus: we were in the same class together 
and I followed his movement from when 
we held a position as a Clerk up to where 
he is today. I am aware and I believe that 
his wealth of experience in the civil 
service over these years will eventually 
contribute immensely if he is appointed a 
Commissioner. 
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If you look at his appointment in his 
Curriculum Vitae (C.V) you will see 
where he was given a Merit Award for 
his excellent service in the civil 
service. It is a real award. It is not 
given to everybody or given to every 
Dick and Harry. The gentleman has 
distinguished himself in all he has 
wanted to do . He has understanding; 
educational qualifications; he has first 
degree, second degree . And if you look 
at even his West African School 
Certificate (W ASC) everything is in · 
order. He is somebody that could 
eventually become ambassador from 
Enugu State. If we encourage him, 
other young men like him will work 
hard and know that the fact that you 
are a Clerk after secondary school does 
not mean that you will not become a 
Permanent Secretary or a . 
Commissioner or whatever. I believe 
that he has all the qualities to deliver in 
Enugu State. And I am therefore, 
moving that we kindly confirm him. 
Thank you very much. 

Mr Speaker, may 1 humbly move 
that the Question be put. 

Question, That the Question be now 
put, put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable 
House today the I st day of March, 2005 
confirm the appointment of Mr Sunday 
Chidi Onyebuchi as a Commissioner in 
Enugu State Government. 

---· 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Public Hearing 

Mr Speaker: This announcement is 
from the Chairman, House Committee on 
Education (Jvfr Onyeze). He said: notice 
and invitation to Public Hearing on · a Bill 
seeking to prohibit the Membership and 
activities of Secret Cults in the State. 

May I use this opportunity to notify all 
the hon. Member that there will be a 
public hearing on Wednesday 2 11

d March 
· 2005 on a Bill seeking to prohibit 
membership of Secret Cults in Enugu 
State. The venue for the public hearing is 
Conference Hall, House of Assembly, 
Enugu. Time is lla.m. All the bon. 
members and especially members of 
House Committee on Education are 
requested to be present and on time. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker Si1:, may I move 
that the House do now adjourn till 
Thursday, 3rci March, 2005 at 1 Oa.m . 
Thank you. 

·' 
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Mr Ani : Mr Speaker Sir, I rise to 
second the Motion as moved by the 
Leader and in seconding the Motion, 
let me use this opportunity to thank our 
hon. members and workers who 
deemed it necessary to accompany me 
to Akpugo to receive my traditional 
title and for this Mr Speaker, I say 
thank you very much and to God be the 
glory. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That thi s House do now 
adjourn till Thursday, 3rd March, 2005 
at 1 Oa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 2.25p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

rei Thursday, 3 March, 2005 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
No. 57 dated Tuesday 1 st March , 2005 
are here before the House. I have gone 
through them and found the contents to 
be correct. However, I call for 
comments. Thank you. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu East I): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
our last meeting and found it very 
correct. I therefore move for their 
adoption. 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) : Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. I have risen to second the 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member 
for Enugu East I (Mr Ani). 

Question put and agreed to. 

. Votes and Proceedings of"Tuesday t'' 
March, 2005 accordingly adopted. 

·' 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Appreciation 

Mr Speaker: I humbl y wish to 
express my happiness to the Chairman 
and Members of House Committee on 
Education, Science and Technology and 
Judiciary for the way and manner in 
which they conducted the Public Hearing 
which took place yesterday. I think that 
is the best of its kind in this House of 
Assembly. I urge everybody to emulate 
them. When I give hon . Members a job, 
they must do that job to my satisfaction. 

Absence from Committee Meetings 

Furthermore, I wish to state that 
henceforth, if a Committee Chairman 
called a meeting and announced the 
meeting and for any reason you know 

. that you cannot attend the meeting, 

. kindly make it oJTicial to him that you 
will not be able to attend the meeting. 
You must put it in writing that you will 
not be able to attend the meeting called 
by the Chairman of the Committee 
otherwise at the end of the day the 
Chairman should forward to me the list 
of those who attended the meeting. If 
you do not attend I wi II remove your 
name as the member of that Committee. 
That is the only way we can work very 
hard . Some people just want to belong to 
about ten Committees and yet they will 
not do anything, they won't even show 
Lip; they won ' t part icipate in anything. I 
will not be a party to it again. It is either 
you remain two Members in a 
Committee and work very effectively or 
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you remain five and work effectively too 
or never. So, please endeavour to attend 
meetings called by Chairmen of any 
Committee which you belong to. I won't 
take it from anybody again. Like what 
happened yesterday, some of us came in 
here and joined the Members of Public 
Hearing because some of the members 
of the Committee were not present. It 
looked very funny when the two 
Chairmen of the Public Hearing were 
there and there was no other person. I 
am sure that the Education Committee 
has the highest number up to nine or ten 
members. I mean, it is unfortunate and I 
am sure that the Judiciary Committee 
has not less than six or seven members. 
So, gentlemen, I am saying it and I will 
not repeat it. The moment I announce a 
meeting here the Chairman should send 
the attendance here. Any person that 
does not attend the meeting I will 
remove the person's name from that 
Committee. I am aware that sorrie 
Committees have not been inaugurated . 
If any Chairman has not done the 
inauguration he should please go ahead 
and do so. If he does not know how to 
inaugurate it he should ask those who 
have inaugurated their own how to do it 
and they will tell him. I cannot assign 
any function to any Committee that has 
not been inaugurated. 

Calendars for 2005 

Honourable Colleague, before I put 
the Question your Calendars for 2005 
are now available . you can come to 
collect your 2005 Calendar before you 
leave your offices today. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir. May I move that this honourable 
House do now adjourn till Tuesday, 8111 

March, 2005 at 1 Oa.m. Thank you . 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion for adjournment as moved by the 
hon. Leader of the House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do now adjourn till Tuesday 8111 March, 
2005 at lOa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.1 2p. m. 

I 169 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 8'" March, 2005 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, we 
have before us our Votes and Proceedings No. 

rei 58 , dated Thursday 3 March, 2005. I have 
gone through them and found them to be 
correct. However; I call for your comments. 
Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgboeze North I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in the Votes and Proceedings, we 
are trying to warn Members about absenteeism 
on the Committee days. You said that if 
somebody is to be absent, he should write to 
the Committee Chairman. But in the Votes 
and Proceedings they wrote that he should 
write to you . That is my observation. Apart 
from that, I move that the Votes and 
Proceedings be adopted. Thank you. 

Mr D. Agbo (Enugu East I): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of our sitting and found them to 
be the true reflection of what we discussed. I, 
therefore second the Motion for their adoption. 
Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to. 

if r:t Votes and Proceedings o Thursday, 3 
March, 2005, accordingly adopted. 

11 70 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Notice of the Meeting of Joint 
Committees on Education, Science and 

Technology; and Judiciary, Public 
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Co lleagues, 
may I use this forum to notify all hon. 
Members · in the Joint Committee for 
Ed ucation Science and Technology, 
Judiciary, Pub I ic Petitions, Ethics and 
Privileges; that there will be a meeting of 
Joint Committee scheduled as follows: The 
date of the meeting will be 9111 March, 
2005 . The venue of the meeting is room 
216 at 1 Oa.m . prompt. The Agenda of the 
meeting is the final deliberation on the 
report of the Committee on a Bill currently 
before the House. 

I wish to appeal that those of you in 
that Committee should endeavour to attend 
that meeting. This is because that Bill 
cannot stay beyond Thursday, all things 
being equal. 

In as much as I said on the other day 
that if a Committee Member is not going 
to be present in a meeting, that Member 
should inform the Chai rman of the 
Committee in writing so that he will be 
aware of those who wi II attend the meeting 
and those who wi II not come for the 
meeting, likewise, if any Member thinks 
that he has not got the time to attend the 
sitting, he should . equally notify the 
Speaker in writing. 

I am sure that most of our women are at 
Okpara Square, because of the programme 
going .on their today. I believe that our 
primary function is to observe our sittings. 
In fact I am aware that I was invited to that 
function but I can not leave here\:ll1d go to 
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that place without completing my own 
assignment here. So, for those of us who think 
that they can always pick an invitation and 
attend the function without first of all 
complying with the Rules of the House by 
attend ing the House sitting it is unfortunate, 
very, very unfortunate. No matter the function 
you have anywhere, this House functi ons 
supersede any other function. There is no two 
ways about it, unless we grant you permission 
to attend such function . So please take note. If 
you are not going to be around, just drop two 
I ines, it shows the commitments, zeal and 
interest you have for the House. If people 
think that this place is where they can always 
come anytime they want to, I will never accept 
it. 

I said on the · other day that some people 
were assigned to Committees and up till today 
they have not done the inauguration of their 
Committees; I will dissolve those Committees. 
I know the Committees involved . They are 
about four. I will dissolve the Committees 
straight away. 

An hon. Member: Name the Committees. 

Deputy Leader: Information! Mr Speaker, 
Sir, my information is that the people 
concerned are not around . There is no need 
talking about it. (Interrupti om). 

Mr Speaker: By the time they get their 
Votes and Proceedings and the Hansard 
Report, they will read through and they will 
understand what I said that day. 

An hon. Member: Mr Speaker, Sir, they 
might not find it proper to read the Votes and 
Proceedings or the Hansard Report. 

. ;' 

Mr Speaker: You said that some hon. 
Members will not read the Verbatim Report 

1171 

and Votes and Proceedin gs . It IS very 
Li nfortu nate. 

Personal Information Form 

Honourable Colleagues, I am sure that 
most of you have gotten this form (File 
Jacket). I am appealing to you not take it 
the way we usually take our things. Please 
get the information required as soon as 
possible. Try to take it very seri ously, put 
the information down and return it. 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu Nolih): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, what is the jacket all abo ut. 

Mr Speaker: It is just a kind of 
Reference Book for the archives. By the 
time we must have gone, if anybody wants 
to know about yo u, he wi II just pick the 
fo rm and have a flash. Please after our 
sitting we should meet at the office of the 
hon . Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze) for 
proper briefing about this form . Thank 
yo u. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I move that this House do now 
adjourn till Thursday 10111 March , 2005 at 
10 a.m. Thank you , Sir. 

Mr D.A. Anih (Enugu South !.(Rural): 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. I have risen 
to second the Motion for adjournment as 
moved by the leader. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this House do now 
adjourn till Thursday, 10111 March, 2005, at 
10 a.m . 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.35 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 8'" March, 2005 

The House met atJO a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, we 
have before us our Votes and Proceedings No. 

· rd 58, dated Thursday 3 March, 2005. I have 
gone through them and found them to be 
correct. However, I call for your comments. 
Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in the Votes and Proceedings, we 
are trying to warn Members about absenteeism 
on the Committee days. You said that if 
somebody is to be absent, he should write to 
the Committee Chairman. But in the Votes 
and Proceedings they wrote .that he should 
write to you. That is my observation. Apa1i 
from that, I move that the Votes and 
Proceedings be adopted . Thank you. 

Mr D. Agbo (Enugu East 1): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of our sitting and found them to 
be the true reflection of what we discussed. I, 
therefore second the Motion for their adoption. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 3' 11 

March, 2005~ accordingly adopted. 

1170 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Notice of the Meeting of Joint 
Committees on Education, Science and 

Technology; and Judiciary, Public 
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
may I use this forum to notify all hon. 
Members in the Joint Committee for 
Ed ucation Science and Technology, 
Judiciary, Public Petitions, Ethics and 
Privileges; that there wi II be a meeting of 
Joint Committee scheduled as follows: The 
date of the meeting will be 9' 11 March, 
2005 . The venue of the meeting is room 
216 at 1 Oa.m. prompt. The Agenda of the 
meeting is the final deliberation on the 
report of the Committee on a Bill currently 
before the House. 

I wish to appeal that those of you in 
that Committee should .endeavour to attend 
that meeting. This is because that Bill 
cannot stay beyond Thursday, all things 
bei ng equal. 

In as much as I sa id on the other day 
that if a Committee Member is not going 
to be present in a meeting, that Member 
should inform the Chairman .. of the 
Committee in writing so that h.e will be 
aware of those who wi II attend the meeting 
and those who wi II not come for the 
meeting, likewise, if any Member thinks 
that he has not got the time to attend the 
sitti ng, he should equally notify the 
Speaker in writing. 

I am sure that most of our women are at 
Okpara Square, because of the programme 
go ing on their today . I believe that our 
primary function is to observe our sittings. 
In fact l am aware that I was invited to that 
fu nction but I can not leave here and go to 
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that place without completing my own 
assignment here. So, for those of us who think 
that they can always pick an invitation and 
attend the function without first of all 
complying with the Rules ()f the House by 
attending the House sitting it is unfortunate, 
very, very unfortunate. No matter the function 
you have anywhere, this House functions 
supersede any other function. There is no two 
ways about it, i.mless we grant you permission 
to attend such function. So please take note. If 
you are not going to be around, just drop two 
lines, it shows the commitments, zeal and 
interest you have for the House. If people 
think that this place is where they can always 
come anytime they want to, I will never accept 
it. 

I said on the other day that some people 
were assigned to Committees and up till today 
they have not done the inauguration of the ir 
Committees; I will dissolve those Comm ittees. 
I know the Committees involved. They are 
about four. I will dissolve the Committees 
straight away. 

An hon. Member: Name the Committees. 

Deputy Leader: Information! Mr Speaker, 
Sir, my . information is that the people 
concerned are . not around. There is no need 
talking about it. (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: By the time they get their 
Votes and Proceedings and the Hansard 
Report, they wi II read through and they wi II 
understand what I said that day. 

An hon. Member: Mr Speaker, Sir, they 
might not find it proper to read the Votes and 
Proceedings or the Hansard Report. 

,y 

Mr Speaker: You said that some hon . 
Members will not read the Verbatim Repoti 

11 7 1 

and Votes and Proceedings. It is very 
unfortunate. 

Personal Information Fo1·m 

Honourable Colleagues, I am sure that 
. most of you have gotten this form (File 
Jacket). I am appealing to you not take it 

, the way we usually take our things. Please 
get the information required as soon as 
possible. Try to take it very seriously, put 
the information down and return it. 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu Notih): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, what is the jacket all about. 

Mr Speaker: It is just a kind of 
Reference Book for the archives . By the 
time we must have gone, if anybody wants 
to know about you, he will just pick the 
form and have a flash. Please after our 
sitting we should meet at the office of the 
hon . Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze) for 
proper briefing about this form. Thank 
you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I move that this House do now 
adjourn till Thursday I 0111 March, 2005 at 
10 a.m. Thank you, Sir. 

Mr D.A. Anih (Enugu South 1 (Rural): 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. I have risen 
to second the Motion for adjournment as 
moved by the leader. 

·' 
Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this House do now 
~djourn till Thursday, 10111 March, 2005, at 
10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.35 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATEOFNIGERlA 

Thursday, 10'" March, 2005 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, our 
Votes and Proceedings No. 59 dated Tuesday 
8111 March, 2005 are before the House. I have 
gone through them and found them to be 
correct. However, I wish to call for your 
comments. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anibve): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, 1 have also gone through our Votes and 
Proceedings and to the best of my knowledge, 
they are correct. I therefore move for their 
adoption. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji-River): Mr Speaker. 
Sir, I rise to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 8'" 
March, 2005 accordingly adopted 

PRESENTATION OF BILL(S) 

THE ENUGU STATE HEALTH 
SERVICES DELIVERY SYSTEM BILL, 

NO.1, 2005 

A Bill for a law to provide for health 
services gelivery, Establishment and 
Management of Enugu State District health 

1172 

System, the Registration and Inspection of 
Health Institutions and other matters 
connected therewith presented by the 
Leader (Mr An ichvki<Vu): read the First 
time, referred to the Joint Committees on 
Health, Judiciary, Pub I ic petitions, Ethics 
and Privileges; and given two weeks to 
repor1 out. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

REPORT FROM JOINT 
COMMITTEES ON EDUCATION, 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: AND 
JUDICIARY, PUBLIC PETITIONS, 

ETHICS AND PRIVILEGES 

On the Enugu State Public Order 
(Prohibition of Membership of Secret 

Cults) Bill, No. 14, 2004 · 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North I): Mr · 
Speaker, Sir, may I formally present the 
Rep011 from the .Joint Committees on 
Education, and Judiciary as directed by 
you. 

The Honourable Speaker had about a 
month ago, constituted a joint committee 
on Education and Judiciary to treat in 
detail a Bill seeking for a law to prohibit 
membership of secret cults in Enugu State, 
'their activities and other matters relating 
thereto . The Joint Committee has 
completed the onerous assignment and 
reports as follows : 

Joint Committee Sittings: 
The Joint Committee met several times 

to · deliberate on the several sections of the 
Bill. Most members were in attendance in 
the meetings and made very useful 
contributions. 
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Public Hearing: 
Adequate pub! icity and personal contacts 

were made to the . major stakeholders 
especially those in Education sector. All the 
tertiary institutions within the state as well as 
the Ministry of Education and the major 
parastatals received copies of the Bill before 
the public hearing to enable them make inputs 
or suggest amendments. 

The public hearing was conducted on 2m1 

March, 2005 in the main Chamber of the 
House of Assembly instead of the conference 
hall as earlier planned because of the large 
turnout of people from all walks of life wh9 
are deeply interested in the Bill. 

The following institutions were adequately 
represented in the public hearing: University 
of Nigeria Nsukka, Enugu State University of 
Science and Technology, CARIT AS 
University Amoji Nike, African Thinkers 
University, Institute of Management and . 
Technology Enugu, Federal College of 
Education Eha-Amufu, Our Saviour' s Institute 
of Science and Technology (OS! SA TECH) 
Enugu, Government Technical College (GTC) 
Enugu, Queens School Enugu, Post primary 
Education Board (SPEB), and the Ministry of 
Education . 

The following personalities were also 
physically present ii1 the Public Hearing: The 
Comniissioner for Education Dr M. 
Chukwunwike, the Vice Chancellor of the 
University of Nigeria Nsukka- Prof. Chinedu 
Nebo, the Vice Chancellor of the Enugu State 
Un iversity of Science and Technology - Prof 
I. J. Chidubem, the Registrar CARITAS 
Un iversity Sir, T.N. Ochang, the Registrar of 
the Enugu State University of Science and 
Technology Mr B.N. Uzoigwe, the Provost 

· College of Medicine ESUT Prof. N.E.N. 
Obianyo, the Dean College of Medicine ESUT 
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- Dr. A.I. Ugochukwu, the Registrar 
OSISATECH Mr. C.l. Asogwa, the 
Registrar African Thinkers University Mrs 
M.O. lgboeli, the Director of Students 
Affairs IMT- Pastor Henry Ugo Anigbo, 
Dean Students Affairs, Federal College of 
Education Eha-Amufu Chief L.O. Eya, the 
Dean, School of Post Graduate Studies 
ESU'J; Prof. R.C. Okafor and the President 
ofthe Student's Union Government ESUT 
Comrade Chukwuemeka Edeh. 

The Public Hearing afforded the 
members of the Joint Com mittee the 
opportunity to appreciate public views and 
criticisms of the Bill. ft is impo11ant to 
note that all the stakeholders in attendance 
appreciated the impo11ance of the 
envisaged law as it would provide for the 
law enforcement agents a legal instrument 
for prosecuting cultists. They regretted that 
the absence of such instrument in the past 
had rather promoted the activities of 
cultists especially in Te11iary Institutions. 
All the people who spoke condemned 
cultism because of the ev i I effects and 
thanked the govei·nment for initiating the 
Bill. 

The Public Hearing also gave the 
stakeholders the opportunity to suggest 
amendments in some sections of the Bill. 
Some of the amendments suggested 
include: 
I. In section 4 relating to jail term: 

Many of the stakeholders were of 
the opinion that fifteen years was 
too long for a youth to spend in 
prison since such a person is 
expected to come out and still live 
a useful life after serving the jail 
term. 

-----------

-"' 

---
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2. 

3. 

In Section 5 on Harbouring of 
offenders: 
The public were of the view that care 
must be taken so that innocent persons 
including parents should not be sent to 
jail without committing any offence. 

In section 16 relating to Jurisdiction 
and procedure: 
The Public were also of the opinion 
that High Cout1s should be the 
appropriate courts to dispose of cult 
matters. It is their view that the 
offence and the law will be better 
appreciated if High Courts and not 
Magistrate Cout1s are responsible for 
final trial of offenders. 

Amendments: 
Mr Speaker, the following amenaments are 

therefore proposed by the joint committee so 
that the views of the Honourable Members of 
the House expressed during the debate and the 
general public during the Public hearing could 
be accommodated in the final law. I do not 
need to go through them now. 

Appreciation: 
Mr Speaker, Sir, permit me also to use this 

opportunity to thank the hon. Speaker, the ' 
Leader of the House and the other Principal 
Officers of the House who assisted the Joint 
Committee in hosting the very importa nt 
personalities that attended the Public Hearing. 
It is obvious that without such assistance it 
would have been very difficult to manage the 
occasion . The Secretary of our Committee Mr 
Dennis Dunu is also highly commended for 
his tireless efforts and dedication in carrying 
out committee assignments. 

Finally, we remain grateful to our hon. 
Colleagtres for their enthusiasms and solidarity 
in processing this very high impact Bill which 
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though emanated from the Executive but 
very popular indeed. Thank yo u. 

Leader (Mr Anichukvvu): Mr Speaker, 
may I move that the Committee's Report 
be accepted by this honourable House for 
immediate consideration . Thank you . 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve) : Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second that 
Motion for the immediate consideration of 
the Committee's Report alongside with the 
Original Bill as moved by the Leader. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Report from the Joint Committee 
accordingly accepted for immediate 
consideration alongside with the original 
Bill. 

Leader: M r Speaker, may J move that 
this honourable House do no'1 resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House for the consideration of the 
Committee's Report alongside with the 
original Bill. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, I second 
that Motion accordingly. 

Question put and agreed to: 

House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee ofthe Whole House. · 

Report of the Joint Committee on 
Education and Judiciary on the 
Bill seeking for a Law to Prohibit 

' Membership of Secret Cults in ' . 
Enugu State, their Actiyities and 
other Matters Relation Thereto -
Considered in the Comin ittee of 
the Whole House. 
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The Chairman: Honourable Colleague, let 
us suspend Enactment, Citation and 
Commencement. Let us sta1i from 
Interpretation. 

Clause 2: (INTERPRETATIONS) - Ordered 
to stand part oft he Bill. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
there is amendment in clause 3( I): 
Clause 3 .I: - In line one expunge one of the 
two words who, who the subsection now read 
thus: any person who, not being a member of 
any security agencies and who, in any place or 
gathering: - As amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

Clause 3(1 (a-e): - Ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 3(2)(a-b) - (PENALTY FOR 
UNLAWFUL POSSESSION) - Ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 4(1 ): - (PROHIBITION OF SECRET 
CULT AND PENALTY)- In line one delete 
or is deemed and insert proved, and in line 
th ree delete fifteen years and inse1i ten years, 
the subsection now reads thus : any person vvho 
is proved to be a member of a secret cult, is 
guilty of an offence, and on conviction is liable 
to imprisonment for ten years, without option 
affine. 

Clause 4.1 -(PROHIBITION SECRET CULT 
AND PENALTY) -As amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 4(2): - (MEMBERSHIP OF SECRET 
CULT)- Ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 5(1 ): - (HABOURING 
OFFENDERS) - In line one inse1i the word 
knowingly after who, the subsection now reads 

1175 

--- ---------------------------------------

thus: any person who knowingly habours 
an offender under this law or who allows 
his residence or other place over which he 
has control, to be used as a venue for 
secret cult activities is guilty of an offence. 

Clause 5(1) (HABOURJNG 
OFFENDERS) 

Clause 5(2): - (HABOURING 
OFFENDERS) - Ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Clause 6-12: - Ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 13: - (RENEWAL OF 
REGISTRATION) - In line fi :ve delete 
accompanies and inse1i accompanied, the 
section now reads thus: all registrations 
and recognitions as provided in section 12 
shall expire on the 3 I'' day of December 
every year and may be renewed by the 
re.spective authorities for the following 
year on the application of the association 
ciffected; provided that no such application 
shall be granted unless it is accompanied 
with an up-to-date list and particulars of 
members of the association- As amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 13 (RENEWAL OF 
REGISTRATION)- As amended, ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 14 & 15: Swoop their marginal 
notes; thus; , . PENALTY FOR 
NON-RECOGNITiON is for 
Clause 14 while POWER OF 
DETENTION is for clause 15. 

- As amended ordered to stand 
part of the Bill 

'i'. 

- ---
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Clause 16: (JURISDICTION AND 
PROCEDURE)- In line one expunge 
the word and di.spose of and in line 
two delete the word office and insert 
the word Offence. The section now 
reads thus: All offences created under 

· this Law shall be heard by the 
Magistrate's Court in the area where 
the offence is conimitted. 

Clause 16 (JURISDICTION AND 
PROCEDURE) - As amended. 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

(ENACTMENT/DATE OF 
COMMENCEMENT) - Agreed to. (lOTH 
MARCH, 2005). 

Leader (Mr Anichukvvu): Mr Speaker, may 
move that the Bill be now read the Third 

time. Thank you. 

Bill accordingly read the Third time and 
passed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, the 
Bill on Enugu State Public Order Prohibition 
of Membership of secret cults Bill No. 14 
2004 has now been passed. I wish to thank 
you for your contributions efforts especially 
the Joint Comm ittees. Like I said the other clay 
that Public Hearing appears to be the best we 
have ever had in this House of Assembly and I 
wish that every Committee Chairmen or Joint 
Committee Chairmen will emulate the Joint 
Committee that handles this job. 

More importantly, if you look at the report 
presented this morning it was very nice, self 
explanatory; you do not need to consult a 
dictionary before you know what it is talking 
about. I say more grease to your elbows. 

" 
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I also thank the Clerks at Table and 
other officials in this Assembly for their 
contributions towards the passage of this 
Bill..! can tell you that this Bill is .the best 
among the Bills we are witnessing today. 
Looking at the importance of this Bill, one 
can agree with me that the Government of 
Enugu State is actually determined to 
protect the I ives and properties of its 
citizens. I thank even the Executive who 
brought this kind of Bill to this Assembly. 
I am so much impressed . I thank you. 
May God continue to bless you . 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Mr 
Speaker, I move for the application of our 
Order No. 25 to enable me come up with a 
matter of urgent Public Importance. Thank 
you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo Eze North 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen tq second the 

1. •• --· 

Motion .as moved by the hon. Deputy 
Leader (Mr Anikvve). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Order No. 25 accordingly applied. 

A MOTION OF URGENT PUBLIC 
IMPORTANCE 

Deputy Leader: May I move that 
Motion standing in my name: That this 
honourable House do pass a Resolution 
calling on State Commissioner for 
Ed ucation , hon. Martin Chukwunweike to 
ensure immediate stop of all 
encroachments on school · lands in the 
State. " ' 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker; I have risen 
to second the Motion as moved by the hon. 
Deputy Leader of the House . 

'. 
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Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, honourable 
Colleagues, the incessant encroachments on 
school lands in both our primary/secondary 
schools is taking another dimension. Just 
yesterday, Mr Speaker, a near physical show­
down occurred in one of our local government 
whereby a religious organisation and the 
primary school management had it hot. 

It is a well known fact that all government 
schools have legitimate and clear-cut 
boundaries with these churches or religious 
organisation. lt is also clear that the State 
government has well-spelt-out policies and 
programmes of healthy working relationship 
with these churches or religious bodies. 

Mr Speaker, hon . Colleagues, this 
encroachment is not limited to religious 
organisations only, some individuals or group 
of individuals are equally involved; you may 
call them land speculators. 

I am sure that if this ugly development is 
not checked now, the cankerworm will 
definitely affect the quality of education in 
these schools. The bad blood to be generated 
will be an ill wind that will blow no good to 
any of the parties and the society at large. 

It is on the basis of the above statement to 
facts that I urge this honourable House to 
resolved as follows: 

(a) That this honourable House do 
call on the Commissioner for 
Education Enugu State 
government hon. Dr Martin 

(b) 

Chukwunwike to ensure 
immediate stoppage of all 
encroachments on School Lands 
in Enugu State. 

That the State Ministry of 
·Education, Post Primary Schools 

1177 

(c) 

Management Board (PPSMB) 
and State Primary Education 
Board (SPEB) should ensure a 
comprehensive fencing of all 
school lands forthwith. 

That the House Committee on 
Education be mandated to 
monitor the implementation of 
this Motion as her oversight 
function. Be it moved and it is 
hereby moved. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgboeze North 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to suppo11 this very 
impo11ant Motion which is affecting our 
schools. The activities of some 
Missionaries and Land speculators in our 
public schools is very very appalling. 1 am 
happy that this Motion has come, so that 
all of us will take it as a challenge. It is not 
proper that in our own time we lose some 

· school lands to private organisation or 
' individual. As a matter of fact, those who 
are engaged in this exercise know very 
well that it is not the ir land. They are only 
trying to find fault with people in 
Government. And if this honourable 
House condemns it and try to monitor the 
exercise, that is the way to stop 
encroachment, that is , to create 
boundaries. Let us support the 
Commissioner for Education, ,the Post­
Primary Schools Management Board 
(PPSMB), and State Primary Education 
Board (SPEB). To create Boundaries, the 
Supervising Principals at the Zonal Levels 
c~n be used . Also, the Local Education 
Authority Secretaries can be · used at the 
Local Government level for Primary 
Schools. Let them go and make sure that 
Heads of schools make boundaries with 
the outsiders so that these problems can be 
solved once and for all. 
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Few years ago somebody in Nsukka came 
out and started building Filling Station in a 
school compound. Up till today that Filling 
Station is still there. These people know what 
they are doing, but when they start it they will 
go and mount ·pressure on Government, using 
some personalities here and there. But if we go 
out and ensure that boundaries are created, it 
will stop further encroachment. This exercise 
should not be left for the Executive Arm of the 
government alone, because they are looking 
for escape goat. For instance, if a 
Commissioner does it alone they will baptize 
it one thing or the other. If the Chairman of the 
SPEB does it alone they will baptize the 
person one thing or the other. we are the true 
Representatives of people . Let us go and 
protect public school lands in our State. Let us 
help them to protect it, first of all by passing 
this Motion. And if this Motion is not 
implemented, we can go ahead to make Laws 
to enforce it. You heard what is happening in 
the National Assembly. Just last Tuesday the 

· National Assembly said that they will not be 
paying external debt again. Because once you 
represent the people you should know their 
interest and protect it. So protection of pub! ic 
land is our common interest. And I urge this 
House to support this Motion so that it could 
be passed and we monitor the implementation. 
Thank you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr Speaker, 
. sir, the Motion is timely and I want to 

commend the Mover and the co-sponsor for 
their good job. Mr Speaker, in the case of 
public lands especially schools and other 
public lands, I remembered few years ago 
when I was the Chairman of Oj i River Local 
Government, family trespassed into school 
lands and erected a building there. I believe 
the building is still there up till now. 

.;1 

11 78 

,. 

Few months ago, Mr Speaker, the 
Governor was on a tour to Ogui , near the 
Council Primary School, Ogui. People 
encroached on the land, it is not good at 
all. So I suppo1i the Motion and I want the 
House to follow it up as well. But I have 
additional prayer. Mr Speaker, may I move 
the Motion that the parcels of land already 
being acquired illegally be retrieved 
immediately by the hon. Comm issioner. 

Mr Speaker: I do not want to go into 
technicalities of asking where the 
amendment came from, or whether or not 
it is the normal way it should come? All 
the same, let me have the amend ment or 

·additional prayers. Now, I can see two 
hon . Members standing up . Are they 
stand ing up to second the amendment? 

Mr Emma Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Mr Speaker, Si r, in the absence of due 
process, the amendment is hereby 
seconded. (Laughter). 

Mr Speaker: What is due process? Has 
any hon. Member seconded the 
amendment? 

Several hon . Membet·s : Yes,'· Yes! 

Mr Speaker: Having seconded the 
amend ment, I wi II now read out what the 
hon. Member for Oj i River (Mr Obidinm_a) 
wrote to be included. Thereafter, I will call 
for hon. Members votes and if it is 
acceptable we can then include it. If it is 
unacceptable the House wi ll drop the 
amendment. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, the normal procedure has been what 
you have just said . But ordinarily, it was 
just that we have been going a.~OLit it the 
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wrong way, once a Motio1,. is before the Floor 
of the House, it is put to Question. If a · 
Member wants to debate on a Motion no 
matter the category of the Motion it is in 
order. But it is just that in our own case, we 
are used to putting the Question, so long as it 
is not a substantive Motion. It is on that basis 
that I want to comment on these issues. The 
mere fact that we have been doing it in a 
patiicular way does not mean it is right. 
People can still talk on a Motion at any point 
in time when it is seconded. That is my own 
contention. So if you agree let me make my 
comments. 

What I am saying is that this is a Motion. A 
Motion was made to put an amendment in an 
existing Motion. What we have been 
ordinarily doing is that we are used to puttir~g . 

the Question · the moment it has been · 
seconded. What I am saying is that once a 
Motion comes before the Floor of the House 
and if the Motion is accordingly seconded, 
people who want to comment both in favour 
or against can say something about that very 
Motion. I know it might be a bit strange 
because we are used to the old systetn; unless 
you can tell us here that there are categories of 
Motions that are not debatable. 

Mr ·Speaker: I want to know from the 
Chief Whip, what the Rule the House says 
about this . 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Rule of 
the House says that once a Motion is moved 
and seconded people who will speak for or 
against such a Motion can do so. I mean that 
people speaking in favour will come first, 
fo llowed by people who will speak against. 

Mr J. C. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker,' Sir, I am not with the Rules of the 

1179 

- ------

House here but this is an amet1dinent or 
additional Prayers. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker Sir, we are 
about to straighten issues. It does not 
concern the hon. Member for Oji River 
(Mr Obidinma) . This is a technical issue. 1 
am not agairist whatever you are saying. 
(lnterrupt iom). 

Mr Speaker: The Rule of the House 
does not give room for debate when a 
Motion is on the Floor of the House. The 
Rules says you have to put the Question. 
The only way you can interpret if the 
Motion is acceptable or not is by Division. 
When it is time for Division, xou have the 
ri ght to accept or not to accept. The 
amendment which the hon. Member for 
Oji River is suggesting is okay. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, ca1i I 
comment on the amendment or am 1 not 
qualified to make comment on it? That is 
my own Question? 

Mr Speaker: If it is on this Motion for 
amendment, you are free to comment. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, what I 
am saying is that if I do not contribute on 
this issue, I · will bring a substantive 
Motion to clear the matter. _ So we better 
sort it out through our Standing Order to 
find out what it looks like. OtL~erwise the 
mere fact that you db some thing for one 
hundred years does. not invalidate the truth 
especially when somebody points out that 
it is wrong. 

Mr Speaker: Like I said earlier, I 
know that the Rule of the House is very 
clear about that. Once the ame1idment is 

·::it..:-: 
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effected, one can continue with other issues. 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is the 
debate that will make members to determine if 
the amendment could be carried. 

Mr Speaker: What did the Rule of the 
House say? 

ChiefWhip: Whi ch Section ofthe Rul es? 

Mr Speaker: I mean on the move fo r 
debate on amendments. 

Chief Whip: The Rules on Debate of our 
Standing Order which is at page 17. 

Mr Speaker: Henceforth, on no account 
should any member say point of Order without 
quoting the relevant Standing Orders. Such a 
Point of Order will not be upheld . 

An hon. Member: Is Mr Speaker, talking 
to the Chief Whip (Mr Odo)? 

Mr Speaker: I am talking to all the hon . 
members . 

Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, Sir, just look at 
Order No. 22 of the Standing Order of the 
House and it reads: 

Debate on any Motion or amendment shall 
not be entertained unless the Motion or 
amendment shall have been seconded, but in 
Committee a Seconder shall not be required. 

This means that once somebody seconds 
any Motion , debate can ensure. But in our own 
case, what we used to do is that when 
somebody's seconds the Motion, you just put 
the Question, which was not prov ided fo r 
anywhere ) n this Order, hence I sand to be 
proved wrong. There is no place in this 
Standing Ord er that says that if a Motion is 
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seconded you put a Question without 
debating on it. Is it not because we ignored 
it and it now becomes our patte rn. This is 
what the Rules say: debate on any Motion 
or amendment shall not be entertained 
unless the Motion or amendment shall 
have been seconded That is what the Rule 
says and once it is seconded you can 
engage in a debate . This is what I wanted 
to engage now but you sa id no. so can I go 
ahead? 

Mr Speaker: O. K. Go aheacr. 

Chief Whip: Thank you, Mr Speaker, 
Sir. What I am say ing in respect of the 
Mot ion and amendment is that the 

. amendment is in order. But what I want to 
comment in respect of the amendment is 
that if a land belonging to an in st itution 
has been acquired and the management or 
the authority of the In st itution and even the 
Board that oversee the land appears to 
neglect it, then at the end of the day, he 
tries to go and retrieve the land , it wi II 
occasion some · conflict. I am aware that 
just last week the Anglican Bishop took 
almost all the church followers to police 
station when they had an encounter with 
the Chairman of SPEB. The Chairman 
SPEB went to the Police Station and 
reported the Anglican Bishop and he then 
summoned all the cong1:egations . As they 
were going the authorities pleaded with 
them to make sure that there is a cease fire . 
·If you add this very amendment I 
anticipate a situation where it will rather 
lead to crises rather th an reso lving the 
issues amicably. 

Secondly, if in law somebody is in 
possession of a premises and the owner 
does not behave as if the premises belongs 
to him for a certain number of years, then 

t. 
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that owner is deemed to have lost his right . 
You can imagine somebody who has built a 
Filling Station and one day you just tell him 
that he has encroached on a school land when 
perhaps he must have made some 
arrangements even with the authorities, to 
make sure that the boundaries of the premises 
is excluded where he has invested on. I see a 
situation where this might lead to further 
cri ses as we never anticipated. So that is my 
point. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, if we are to go by the argument 
as presented by my learned Colleagues here, 
then it means that prayer of No. (b) that each 
school compound should be fenced should 
now be scraped because in the process of 
fencing the school land, the school authority 
must first of all determine the boundary of the 
school and in the determination of the 
boundary of the school the land acquired by 
people or religious bodies must be fenced . 
The school authority must go for what belongs 
to them. What I am saying here is that you 
must first of all lay claim to the land you have 
before you fence it. The third prayer is in 
order because you must have possession of 
what you want to fence before you fence it. 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
what bothers me on this is that the · hqn. 
Member for Awgu South (Mr Maduab.u) 
supports the fencing of the school. This leads 
us to the amendment. It is correct, I am 
aligning myself with the opinion of the Chief 
Whip (Mr Odo) . It is correct the hon. Member 
for Oji-River was a Chairman at the time a 
building was erected on the school land. So it 
may be well for him to tell us the extent he 
went as the Chairman of a local government 

y . 

whether he was watching people erecting a 
building on school land and he kept quiet and 
he wants a Motion now to retrieve the land . If 
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that is the case, it is not supposed to come 
in now. The thing has to have legal 
backing like a Bill to retrieve a ll the land 
including that of filling stations because 
many school lands have been used to build 
filling stations. Mr Speaker I think that 
passing the Motion might be disastrous 
because somebody who has occupied a 
building erected for a long time, you try to 
eject him using a bulldozer, or if 
somebody who has sold fuel for a long 
period of time refuses to go away, what 
means will you use to recover the land- is 
it by pulling it down or setting the place 
ablaze, and somebody was there when the 
person was doing it. Mr Speaker, we have 
to understand the implication of our 
decision. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anibve) : Thank 
you , Mr Speaker. You will recall that we 
are trying to see the possibility of passing 
a Resolution to ensure a stop to further 
encroachment on school land. That is a 
Motion and not a Bill. And then fthe third 
prayer comes in , l am sure it will no more 
be a Motion. There is an intendment. I do 
not think that retrieving is possible by 
mere prayer. It is only practicable by a 
law. That is the consideration l want to 
put. 

Question That additional prayer be 
included put and the House divided. 

Ayes: 3 Noes: I 0 Abstention: I 
Ayes: 
Mr E. Maduabu 
Mr F. Onah 
Mr J. Obidinma 
Noes 
Mr D. Agbo 
Mr C. Ugwu 
Mr D. Ani 

'· 

~ 
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Mr F. A nikwe 
Mr E. Odo 

M r A. N nadi 
M r M . Onyeze 
Mr D. At igwe 
M r .1. Anichu kwu 
Mr F. Amu 

Quest ion accordingly negatived. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe).· Mi· 

Speaker. I am on my feet to also defined thi s 
very important and timely Motion. This . 
Motion is timely because it di scusses the ca rve 

outs some people have done and then will stop
1 

f urthet' carve-outs on sch oo l lands. 

Aga in , Mr Speaker, I am of the optnton, 
that as what we are discussing is about thc. 1 

boundary that the bou ndaries are there and that 

they shou ld be maintained. Before the schoo l · 

authoriti es got th eir areas, the boundaries arc 
there ancl what we are say ing is that they ~ 

should maintain the boundaries. Wherever ' , 
they are unable to mai ntain the boundaries, 
then we shou ld be there. 

As some hon. Members were say ing the 

Committee concerned should also help 

because they are the watchdog. So they should 

help to retrieve those areas and make 

recommendat ions accordingl y . Aga in , M t· 

Speaker, I pray that the Question be put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, 
put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 
I. T hat this honourable House do ca ll 

on the Commissioner lor 
" Ed ucation in the Enugu State 

Government, Dr Martins 
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2. 

Chukwun w ikc to ensure 
immcdi:1tc stop to all 
encroachments on schoo l lands 

in Enugu Stnte. 

That the St<tt c Mi n is try of 
Ed uc;ll ion, Post Primary 

Schoo ls Management Board 
(PPSMI1) and th e State 

Prim8rv r ,dtiCill" inn Board 
(S JlJ·,l \) sl1t nil d L"IISure a 

comprchc ll sivc IC 11 ci ng of all 
school la11ds i"ul"til wi til. 

3. That the House Committee on 
Educat ion he m<~ncla ted to 

monitor its implementation of 
thi s Motion as her oversight 
funct i(ln. 

ADJ<>URNMENT 

Leade1': Mr Spc<1ker, may I move that 

this honourable House do now mlj ou rn till 
Tuesday the 15 111 clay of M<1rch ,· 2005 at 
I Oa . m~ 

Mr A .C. Nn:H:i (lght •- l .ti!i \Vc .~t) : Mr 
Speaker, I have ri sL:n to sL:co ncl tl1e Motion 

<t s moved by the l.c<l(kr Th:1 11k yo u. 

Qw.:stiu11 jJLII ""'I <i;.!,J"c"l ·l / ,, ; _ 

Resolved: That the honourable House 

do no.w adjourn till Tuesday 15' 11 
March, 

2005 at !Oa .m. 

Adjourned accrmlingly ut 2. 25p. m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATEOFNIGERIA 

Tuesday, 15'11 March, 2005 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
we have before us our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 60, dated I Ot11 March, 
2005 . I have gone through them and to the 
best of knowledge; they are true reflection 
of what took place on that day . However, 
in keeping with the system here, I call for 
your comments. Thank you . 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker I observe some little 
omission at the end of, either at page six 
or seven that is, Debate resumed 
whereupon Hon. Atig-vve D.O. rose in his 
place. I think that the sentence should be 
completed by say ing rose in his place and 
moved that the Question be now put. 

· Mr Speaker: the Deputy Leader 
should look at page seven. 

Deputy Leader: So it did not tarry 
now. At page six it is rose in his place. So 
he has to ' move ', so that is what I am 
saying. 

·' 

So, he moved that the Question be now 
put but the words ond moved were not 
included here. 

Several Members: The words and 
moved are in our own . 

Mr Speaker: Well, the wo rds and 
moved appeared in some Votes and 
Pmceedings here but in my own they did 
IlOt appear but I just saw tho! the Question 
he now put. 

Deputy Leader: That was what I saw. 

Mr Speaker: It is a typographical 
erro r. It appeared in some Votes and 
Proceedings but omitted in soni·e Votes 
and Proceedings. Please, do the co,rn~ct ion. 

Deputy Leadc1· : Mr Speaker, in the 
absence of any other observation, may I 
move that the Votes and Proceedings of 
our last sitting be adopted. 

Mr D.A. Ani (Enugu South I (Rural): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I ri se to second the 
Motion as moved by the Deputy Leader. 
Thanks. 

1183 

Question put and agreed to . 

Votes and Proceedings r~f Thursday, 
I O'" March, 2005 accordinu;ly adopfed. 

( ., '~ " 
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ORDER OF THEDA Y 
THE ENUGU STATE HEALTH 

SERVICES DELIVERY SYSTEM 
BILL NO. 1, 2005 

A Bill for a Law to Provide for 
Health Services Delivery, 
Establishment and Management 
of Enugu State District Health 
System, the Registration and 
Inspection of the Health 
Institutions and Other Matters 
Connected Therewith 

_Leader (Mr Anichukwu): I move that 
the Bill be read a Second time. 

Mr M.N. Onyeze (lgbo-Eze North): 
Mr Speaker, 1 want to draw your attention 
to Clause 50 of this Bill. 
(Interruptiom). 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me. There is a 
Motion on the Floor. The hon. Member 
should second that Motion before . he 
comes up with any observations he wants 
to make. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, may I second 
the Motion as moved by the hon. Leader. 

The observation I want to make is at 
Clause 50 that is at the last page. The 
Repeal of Edict and Laws at section 50. 

The following enactments are hereby 
repealed: 

(a) The Anambra State Hospitals 
Management Board Edict 
1985: 

_, 

(b) The Hospital Fees Law (Capt 
63) Lal1'S ol Eastern Nigeria 
1963:and 

(c) The Heolth Institutions Edict 
1988 shall cease to have effect 
in Enugu Statel 

What I mean .is that we should have 
these laws before we make new ones so 
that we can compare them with the 
existing laws and kn ow whether these laws 
are better than the existing laws or not. We 
should not · make new laws without 
considering what were in existence. 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) : Mr Speaker 
the hon. Member for lgbo-Eze North I (Mr 
/li!N Onyeze) made a correct observation. 
As if I knew he was going to rai se it, this 
morning I was able to get some of the laws 
bei11g sought to be repealed but 
unfortunately there was no time for me to 
make copies this morning. I promise that, 
may be, before the day runs out, or 
tomorrow, every Member will have a copy 
ofthe Bill, please. 

Deputy Leader: Further observation! 
Mr Speaker, you will recall that this is an 
Executive Bill, and such a Bill has to be 
comprehensive . At least, to abolish three 
existing Edicts and Laws in the Health 
Departments or Institutions in the State, I 
believe that taking the laws or the Edicts 
h·om the hon. Leader haphazardly or partly 
is not enough. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): , Before 
any debate can be initiated on a B.ill ,''it is 
expected of all of us to have copies of 
these Bills being sought to be repealed 
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before we can know how and where 
appropriately or otherwise one can come 
in a debate. So, I believe it may be better 
that I move for stepp ing down of further 
debate or initiating debate on this Bill 
pending the time we have copies of these 
Bills being recommended ·to be repealed 
by the Law. Thank you. 

Leader (Mr Anichukvvu): Mr Speaker, 
I am surprised that this request is coming 
from the hon. Deputy Leader despite my 
explanations. I did say 'that if a debate is 
commenced, it is not compulsory that 
everybody has to say something on the 
same day on the same Bill. I will request 
the hon. Deputy Leader not to generalize 
it, it is just his op inion. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaket·: Honourable Colleagues, 
this is the Leader of the House ; we have to 
hear him out. Let us give him that 
immunity, he is the Leader ofthe House. 

Deputy Leader: This is a Law' The 
Law is not a respecter of anybody. There 
is a matter before the HoLise. 

Mr Speaker: Gentlemen, let us mean 
business. There is a Motion on the Floor 
of the House; let the Motion be dul y 
seconded, then the Leader can still make 
some contributions . 

However, I do not even see why the . 
Leader should be talking again because he 
has moved a Motion that further debate be 
stepped down pending when all these 
existing laws must have been tendered 
befordhis honourable House. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, I stand to second the Motion 
acco rdingly moved by the hon. Deputy 
.Leade r. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Further debate on this Bill accordingly 
stepped down to a hiler to he determined 
hy the House Comm ittee on Rules and 
Business pending on availability of 
exist ing Laws and Edicts which we are 

· trying to repeal. 

.Mr Speaker: Like I sa id, there is no 
need going into the explanation again. I 
humbly appeal to the Leader to try as 
much as possible to furnisl-i us with 
relevant information on the Laws we are 
trying to repeal. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meeting 

We will meet in my Office on the rising 
of the House for a brief discussion. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move that 
this honourable House do now adjourn till 
Thursday I i 11 March, 2005. Thank yo u. 

Deputy Speaker: Thanl< you, Mr 
Speaker I rise to second the Motion 
acco rdingly. 

Resolved: That thi s honourable House 
do now adjourn ti II Thursday 17th March, 
2005 at I Oa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12. 12 noon. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 17'17 March, 2005 

The House met atlO a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
No. 61, dated Tuesday 15r11 March, 2005 
are here before the House. I have gone 
through the1i1 and found them to be 
correct. However, [ call for comments. 
Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have as well gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings No. 61, dated 
Tuesday 1 i 11 March, 2005 and found 
them to be correct. Therefore I move for 
their adoption. Thank you. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I Rural) : 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
our last sitting and found them correct. 
Therefore, I second the Motion for their 
adoption. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes 5md Proceeding of Tuesday. 
15117 March, 2005, accordingly adopted. 

PRESENTATION OF BILL . 

THE ENUGU STATE FEMALE, 
VIOLATION AND 

DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITION 
AND ABOLITION, BILL NO. 2, 2005 

A Bill for a Law to prohibit and 
abolish the Tradition, Custom and 
Culture that Support Female 
Circumcision, Oppression and 
Suppression through Violence or any 
other means and other matters connected 
there with, presented by the Deputy 
Leader (Mr Anikvve) and read the First 
time. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Enugu State Female Violation and 
Discrimination Prohibition and Abolition 
Bill No. 2, 2005, has now been read for 
the First time. In keeping with the Rules 
of the House, the Bill is referred to the 
House of the Joint Committees on 
Health, Judiciary, Public petitions, Ethics 
and Privileges , Women Affairs and 
Special Duties. They are given just one 
week because it is a very small Bill, 
though it has to go through the normal 
process; possibly it needs to call Public 
Hearing. Therefore, you are required to 
report out within one week. Thank you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Valedictory Session 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
tomorrow we are going to have a 
valedictory session in honour of Late 
Elder Dr S.E. Imoke CFR, LSM, 
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FMC'JP . The corpse will lie in state in 
thi ..; main Chamber tomorrow. Other 
.).peakers from the South-South Zone 
will be coming here tomorrow for the 
assignment. I am appealing to our 
Colleagues to try as much as possible to 
be ptmctual. The programme will start 
by 9a.m. So while we are adjourning the 
House today we are adjourning till 9 
a.m. I am once again, appealing that 
those of us who are always engaging in 
one thing or the other should try as much 
as possible to be punctual. If we are not 
there on time they will not start. All the 
programmes are going to be run by the 
Assembly here . The Order Paper is 
being prepared by us. So there is no 
point for some of us coming late. We 
must be here on time. When we start our 
normal proceedings, along the line we 
call for the corpse. Therefore I am 
appealing that all of us should be 
punctual. We know very well that we are 
going to have lots and lots of visitors 
tomorrow. I equally appeal to the staff to 
appear on their usual beautiful attire, 
because we are going to have visitors 
from outside Enugu, and South East. I 
also wish to make an appeal to any of 
our Colleagues who knows the Late 
Elder Dr S.I. Imoke and wants to make a 
speech tomorrow, to please, let me know 
so that I can include his name among 
those who are going to talk . 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, bon . 
Colleagues, I rise to move that the House 
do now idjourn till Friday, 18111 March, 
2005 at 9a.m. Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
·Thank you, Mr Speaker. While 
seconding the Motion for adj ournment, I 
want to use this opportunity to appeal to 
you to please contact the people 
concerned to ensure that 9a. m. will be 
9iu11. In fact, there was a time such a 

. programme was held here , most of us 
were here before 9 am. , but before the 
corpse arrived it was almost 1 a.m. So I 
beg you to contact them . Thank yo u. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do now adjourn till Friday, 18111 March, 
2005 at 9 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly of 2.25 p .m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday , 1 7'11 March, 2005 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speal<.er: Honourable 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 

th No. 61 , dated Tuesday 15 March, 2005 
are here before the House. I have gone 
through them and found them to be 
correct. However, 1 call for comments. 
Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have as well gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings No. 61, dated 
Tuesday 1 i 11 March, 2005 and found 
them to be correct. Therefore I move for 
their adoption. Thank you. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I Rural): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
our last sitting and found them correct. 
Therefore, I second the Motion for · their 
adoption. Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes cmd Proceeding of Tuesday, 
15111 March, 2005, accordingly adopted. 

PRESENTATION OF BILL 

THE ENUGU STATE FEMALE 
VIOLATION AND 

DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITION 
AND ABOLITION, BILL NO. 2, 2005 

A Bill for a Law to prohibit and 
, abol ish the Trad ition, Custom and 
Culture that Support Female 
·c ircumcision, Oppression and 
Suppression through Violence or any 
other means and other matters connected 
there with, presented by the . Deputy 
Leader (Mr Anik:we) and read the First 
time. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Enugu State Female Violation and 
Discrimination Prohibition and Abolition 
Bill No. 2, 2005 , has now been read for 
the First time. In keeping with the Rules . 
of the House, the Bi ll is referred to the 
House of the Jo int Committees on 
Health, Judiciary, Public petitions, Ethics· 
and Privileges, Women Affairs and 
Special Duties. They are given just one 
week because it is a very sn'lall · Bill , 
though it has to go through the normal 
process; possibly it needs to cal l Public 
Hearing. Therefore, you are required to 
report oi..1t within one week. Thank you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Valedictory Session 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
tomorrow we are going to have a 
valedictory . session in honour of Late 
Elder Dr S.E. lmoke CFR, LSM, 
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FMCGP. The corpse will lie in state in 
this main Chamber tomorrow. Other · 
Speakers from the South-South Zone 
will be coming here tomorrow for the 
assignment. I am appealing to our . 
Colleagues to try as much as possible to 
be punctual. The programme will start 
by 9a.m. So while we are adjourning the 
House today we are adjourning till 9 
a.m. I am once again, appealing that 
those of us who are always engaging in 
one thing or the other should try as much 
as possible to be punctual. If we are not 
there on time they will not start. All the 
programmes are going to be run by the 
Assembly here. The Order Paper is 
being prepared by us . So there is no 
point for some of us coming late . We 
must be here on time. When we start our 
normal proceedings, along the line we 
call for the corpse. Therefore I am 
appealing that all of us should be 
punctual. We .know very well that we are 
going to have lots and lots of visitors 
tomorrow. I equally appeal to the staffto 
appear on their usual beautiful attire, 
because we are going to have visitors 
from outside Enugu, and South East. 1 
also wish to make an appeal to any of 
our Colleagues who knows the Late 
Elder Dr S.I. Imoke ai1d wants to make a 
speech tomorrow, to please, let me know 
so that I can include his name among 
those who are going to talk. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Colleagues,) rise to move that the House 
do now adjourn till Friday, . 18th March, 
2005 at 9a.m. Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. While 
seconding the Motion for adjourmnent, I 
want to use this opportunity to appeal to 
you to please contact the people 
concerned to ensure that 9a.m. will be 
9a.m. In . fact ; there was a time such a 
programme was held here, most of us 
were here before 9 am., but before the 
corpse arrived it was almost 1 a.m. So I 
beg you to contact them. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed Lo. 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do now adjourn till Friday, 18th March, 
2005 at 9 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly aL 2.' 2 5 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Friday. 18'17 Jvfarch. 2005 

The House met at I 0 o. m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, before this honourable 
House is our Votes and Proceedings No. 
62 dated Thursday 1 i 11 March, ioos. I 
have gone through them and found them 
to be correct. however, I call for your 
comments. Thank you. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East 1): Mr 
Speaker, I have equally gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 1 i 11 

March, 2005 and found them correct. I 
therefore move for the adoption. 

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South) : 
Mr Speaker, I have risen to second that 
Motion. Thank you. 

Question p ut and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings No. 62 of 
Thursday 17'17 March. 2005 accordingly 
adopted. 

. 1 

OBITUARY ANNOUNCEMENT 
AND ARRIVAL OF THE CORPSE 
OF LATE HQN. ELDER, DR S.E. 

IMOKE CFR, LSM, FMCGP 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu) : Mr Speaker, 
may I move that the mace be lowered to 
enable this honourable House receive the 
corpse of late hon. Dr S.E. lmoke. Thank 
you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anihve): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second that 
Motion as moved by the Leader of . the 
House. Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mace accordingly lowered 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
while we are waiting for the corpse, I 
have the honour and privilege to 
recognize our Colleagues, and other 
distinguished Nigerians who are here 
today . I first of all welcome all of you to 
EnugL1 State, the former Capital of 
Eastern region . I welcome you to the 
coal city State, the gate way to the East. I 
sincerely welcome you also to the home 
of His Excellency, Dr Chimaroke 
Ogbonnia Nnamani and also His 
Excellency Chief C.C. Onoh, the Oka 
Ome I of Ngwo . Your Excellency, you 
are welcome. I also wish to welcome you 
all to the home of His Excellency, the 
Deputy Governor of Enugu State, Chief 
Ezenwata Okechukwu Ttanyi . 

At this juncture I note that we have 
lots and lots of dignitaries. By my 
immediate right is the Right bon. 
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Speaker, Cross River State House of 
Assembly. Honourable you are 
welcome. I welcome also the Deputy 
Speaker, Cross River State House of 
Assembly and other hon. Members of 
the Cross River State House of 
Assembly. Welcome to Enugu State. 

I welcome also the distinguished 
Senators here present and our brother 
hon. Ozomgbachi. He is the man 
representing Udi -Ezeagu Federal 
constituency in the House of 

. Representatives. I also welcome Chief 
Nnoli Nnaji. However, I am not seeing 
very far away from here, but it is my 
sincere wish to get everybody 
recognized. I recognize the presence of 
the Clerk, Cross River State House of 
Assembly, you are welcome, Mr Cleric I 
welcome also my friend Chief Emeka 
Nwandu; I saw him when I was coming 
111. 

I also wish to recognize the presence 
of the Chief mourner, the hon. Minister 
of Power and Steel; bon. Minister, you 
are welcome. We also have the Vice 
Chancellor, University of Calabar; you 
are welcome. I also saw the former 
Deputy Speaker, old Anambra State 
House of Assembly, Chief Utazi, bon. 
are you here? 

Chief Utazi : Mr Speaker, . I am here 
stead . 

Mr Speaker: You are welcome, and I 
am sorry for the delay in recognizing 
you. We also have in our midst our 
distinguished Senator, Senator Victor 
Udoma Egba; you are welcome, Sir. 

Please, if there ·is any other person as 
we have lots of dignitaries here, as time 
progresses, we will try to recognize their 
presence. 

On behalf of my Colleagues, the hon. 
Members of Enugu State House of 
Assembly; the Clerk of the House and 
the Staff of this Great Parliament, we 
welcome everybody. We have also in our 
mist the Senator F.S. Okpozo, you are 
welcomed most respectfully. We also 
have in our mist Senator Oshedu B. 
Danju; you are welcome. We have also 
the Permanent Secretary, Federal 
Ministry of Power and Steel, En gr. Sadi 
Mohammed, you are welcomed; we have 
also the Managing Director, NEPA, Engr 
Joseph Makoji, you are welcome. 

At this juncture, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, I sincerely, on behalf of my 
Colleagues, once more wish to welcome 
you to Enugu State; I welcome yo u to the 
Main Chambers of Enugu State House of 
Assembly the former Eastern Parl iament. 

At this juncture, may 1 have the 
honour and privilege to ask the Sergeant­
at-Anus and two Leaders of these two 
State Houses of Assembly : the Leader of 
the Enugu State House of Assembly; the 
Leader of the Cross River State House of 
Assembly, to match out to usher-in the 
corpse. God bless you as you do that. 

We also have here in our mist Prof. B. 
Ebigbo, D.V.C. UNEC, you are welcome 
Sir; we also have bon . Minister of State, 
Power and Steel Prof Boshade, you are 
welcome Sir. 
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Ladies and Gentleman, as a custom, it 
says you should rise' 

CORPSE COMES INSIDE THE 
CHAMBERS 

Thank you very much. Do we have a 
clergy here either Catholic or any Clergy 
so that can lead us in an opening prayer. . 

A Clergy: Yes, Sir. 

Mr Speaker: Okay, go on. 

Prayers 

Mr Speaker: I once more say 
welcome to Enugu State. I have about 
two or three persons that have indicated 
their interest to speak today. If you think 
you want to talk to us on this occasion, 
you are free to indicate your interest and 
I will call on · you to talk at the 
appropriate time. 

A Tribute to Late hon. Elder Dr S.E. 
Imoke CFR, LSM, FGCMP by the 

Hon. Speaker, Enugu State House of 
Assembly, Right hon. Abel Church ­

today the 18 111 day of March, 2005 

Audience; Gentlemen of the Press; 
Ladies and Gentlemen. 

The demise of our beloved father, 
Leader and Elder Statesman, Elder Dr 
S.E. Imoke CFR, LSM, FGCMP, was 
received with shock and deep sense of 
regret His exit in this world no doubt 
has created a vacuum in the political , 
economic, educational and indeed 
religious lives of not only the people of 
Cross River State but the entire South 
East and Nigeria as a Nation. 

My consolation however, stems frorh 
the fact that Elder Dr S.E. lmoke led a 
good Christian life. as a great politician, 
he left a mark that stands·the test of time. 
I am particularly further consoled by the 
fact that he exceeded the 70 years 
boarder line as stipulated by the Holy 
Bible as the Blessed years of human 
ex istence. He also enjoyed the promise 
of God for a good man as stated in psalm 
128 verse three (3) thus: 

Your wife .will be like a fi'uitful 
vine within your House ,· your 
children will he like olive shoots 
around your tahle: and you 
should see your Children 's 
Children. 

Your Excellencies here present; the Late Elder Dr Samuel . Efern Imoke 
Right bon. Speaker, Cross River State married and was blessed with 8 children. 
House of Assembly; the Distinguished 
Senators here present; the Members of 
the House of Representative here 
present; the Hon. Ministers here present; 
the Pri)1cipal Officers of the both 
Houses; the Hon. Members of the two 
Houses of Assembly here present; the 
Clerks of the two Houses of Assembly 
here present; the Distinguished 

Elder Dr S.E. Jmoke was born in 1912 
at ltigidi, Cross River State. Fie started 
his career as a pupil Teacher at Afiko 
Government Primary School a1id later 
attended Higher Institution and qualified 
as a Medical doctor in 1941. 
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As a medical doctor, he distinguished 
himself in the public service both in 
Nigeria and Cameroon and later 
established Eja Memorial Hospital, his 
dream project. 

As a result of his enthusiasm for 
public service and in response to the 
clarion call of his people, Itigidi, he 
joined politics and was elected as the 
Chairman of the Afikpo county Co unci I 
in 1952. The following year, he was 
elected into the Eastern Region House of 
Assembly. Between 1956, he served as a 
Minister of Finance and from 1961 unti I 
the . coup in January of 1966 he was 
Minister of Education and leader of the 
House of Assembly. 

During the period of Nigeria Civil 
War, in Nigeria, he took a firm decision 
and was made Commissioner for 
Rehabilitation in Biafra. 

Permit me at this juncture to state that 
as a great politician, Elder Dr S.E. lmoke 
was a leader of this great parliament 
during Old Eastern Region House of 
Assembly. We are here today in this 
edifice, enjoying the fruit of their hard 
work. He fought for independence; he 
played politics and was in fact apostle of 
politics without bitterness. 

Here lies the remains of a selfless 
leader and a man of peace. He made 
numerous contributions in our economic 
and political development that · he was 
awarded the prestigious CFR 
Conm1ander Federal Republic. 
Certainly, it is now obvious that we will 
miss his wise counsel and judgement, 

and we will miss his esteem leadership 
qualities but we will always cherish his 
legacies and ideals. 

My Honourable Colleagues, Your 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, we 
have actually assembled here to give 
honour to whom honour is due and pay 
our . last respect to this illustrious and 
selfless leader, so patient and courageous 
and an uncompromising fighter against 
injustice. I lack words to qualify this 
great man. He came to" this world and he 
conquered. In view of all these numerous 
contributions to human development, we 
will all pray that the Almighty God will 
reward him and give his soul eternal rest. 
May his soul rest in perfect peace, 
Amen. 

Honourable Colleagues, it is on 
record that in a situation like this we lack 
words. How I wish that in one's life-time 
as a legislator or past legislator one 
would have the opportunity to be in the 
Assembly. We have only two times to be 
in Assembly: As a Member or probably 
if you are invited when you are alive and 
the last is when you are dead. These are 
the only periods you enter this 
Chambers. I wish that once in a while we 
have the opportunity to celebrate not to 
celebrate deaths. We have opportunity to 
celebrate success; to celebrate 

, achievements; to celebrate hard work. 
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The following will pay tribute. The 
hon. Speaker, Cross River House of 
Assembly, Senator Domar Egba, His 
Excellency, the former Governor of Old 
Anambra State, Chief C.C. Onoh (Ani 
nefu Ngwu). Professor E. Ebigbo on 
behalf of Professor Nebo, Mr Anyamene 
(SAN), Chief Ayogu Eze, Chief B.C. 
Utazi, the former hori.. Speaker, Old 
Enugu State House of Assembly. We 
will start with Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker (Cross Rivers State) : Mr 
Speaker, Enugu State House of 

· Assembly, all other protocols duly 
observed. Tribute to a departed hero, 
Elder Samuel Imoke former Cabinet 
minister in the Government of the 
defunct Eastern Region by the Speaker 
of Eastern Region House of Assembly. 
No person was ever honoured for what 
he received. We are gathered to honour 
the end of an accomplished and wmihy 
Statesman, Speaker, Medical , 
Traditional, politician, principal 
advocates, and a democrat excellence. 
Elder Dr Samuel Imoke was born in 
1912 into a family · in the small 
community of Itigidi. Dr Samuel Etim 
Imoke served with and was nurtured in a 
Christian doctritie of self-discipline, 
responsible behaviour and commitment 
to serve which assisted him to carry out 
enormous leadership role and 
responsible leader entrusted on him in 
the service of his fatherland. He became 
a pupil teacher at the age of 14 at the 
United Church of Christ Mission, Itigidi 
before / proceeding to Umuohai 
Govermnent College in 1929 as one of 
the pioneer students. He was also one of 
the pioneer students of the school of 

Medicine, Yaba high College, from 1932 
to 1938. In both two sessions, he 
excelled in academic and sports. From 
1 93 9, Dr Imoke served as Medical 
Assistant and then as Medical officer in 
various parts of the country including the 
General Hospital at Markurdi, Zaria, 
Lagos, Kano, and moved to Cameroon 
before retiring voluntarily. As a Civil 
Servant, in 1951, he started to build a 
star project, Eja Memorial Hospital 
Itigidi. 

The choice of Itigidi is a clear 
example of great personal sacrifice. For 
Dr Imoke, his people were his most 
beloved asset. One can acknowledge this 
fact while justifying the building of the 
hospital at Itigidi where he stated and I 
quote: 

Being able to provide for the 
medical care that was actually 
needed by my people at the time 
was all that mattered to me. 

It is on record that the hospital remains 
up till now the first and the only hospital 
.established by private medical 
practitioner in the rural area in the States 
in Nigeria. In 1963 Dr Imoke started the 
humble but impressive political career 
when he represented Abo County 
Council. He became the Chairman of the 
Council by displacing Dr Francis Akanu 
Ibiam who had held the post in 1946. 

Dr lmoke ' s patriotism, honest, 
intelligence, hard work, and ingenuity 
earned him election later in the same 
year into the Eastern Region House of 
Assembly. He sponsored the Motion that 
effectively checked devices of bribery 
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and Corruption in governance at a time. 
He was an advocate who engaged clerks 
at top management position in the public 
service, and organized private sectors. 
He also attended the 1957 Constitutional 
Conference at the Lancaster House 
London. He held portfolios as Cabinet 
Minister at different time; the Labour, · 
Finance and Education. Late Dr Imoke 
delivered Democracy Dividend in many 
areas . As finance Minister, he piloted the 
1959 Bill on Finance Law, which was a 
Landmark and a fiscal measure to any 
government at that time. The Law 
introduced among other innovations the 
pay-as-you-earn system of Taxation 
instead of flat rate system which actuall y 
was 111 use. 

The Region witnessed tremendous 
industrialization which includes the 
establishment of Nkalagu Cement 
Factory; the Calabar Cement Factory; 
Zonal Asbestos Factory; the Niger Steel 

·Factory; the Public Company Onitsha 
and the Gas Factory, etc. In the 
Educational Sector; the school 
curriculum was completely over-hauled 
with definite bias on moral, cultural, 
scientific and Technical Education 
Agriculture was made compulsorily for 
the first two years in the Secondary 
Schools. Now shall we not mention that 
the Advance Teachers Training College 
now Alvan lkuku College of Education, 
Owerri was established during his tenure 
as a Minister of Education. In his private 
life, the society continues to tap from Dr 
S. Imoke{}/S immense wealth of 
experience, integrity and goodwill. 

-------

He rose to become the ruling elder of 
the Presbyterian Church . He was a 
member and at some point the Chairman 
of govern ing Council of a number of 
academic institutions, and variously was 
decorated with many national and 
Professional honours. Here then was the 
man Dr Samuel Imoke. Tl1e former 
Premier of the defunct Eastern Region 
Dr M.I. Okpara ably captioned his 
personality Thus: Dr lmoke was also one 
of the sincere and honest man I have had 
the privilege to work with I said this with 
a de,ep sense of responsihility f-Ie is an 
assests to the Region and in fact the 
whole country. The Challenge of Elder 
Dr Imoke's legacy of excel lence in 
service to humanity is the challenge 
before other statesmen; politicians and 
administrators . It is a legacy that teaches 
us that politics is a game that is played 
by the people for the common good and 
happiness of the greatest number, that 
good leadership lies on the power to 
transform the future of our people from 
doom to prosperity. 

By his life, late Elder Dr S. Imoke has 
taught us like our Lord Jesus Christ let 
his life shine before all men that they see 
your ·good works and glorify the Lord. 
may his humble soul rest in perfect 
peace. Amen. 

Mr Speaker: I thank the Speaker of 
Cross river House of Assembly may I 
now call on our former Col league who is 
here with us , Chief G.C. Utazi , to just 
say a few words about late Dr Imoke. I 
wish to appeal to those of us who may 
wish to talk to be very very brief 
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Chief G.C. Utazi (Former Deputy 
Speaker) .· Mr Speaker, Sir, His 
Excellency the Executive Governor of 
Enugu State ably represented by Chief 
Dr Okechukwu Itanyi; Ex-Governor of 
Old Anambra State Chief C.C . Onoh; 
Members of the Enugu State House of 
Assembly; all protocol dully observed. 
First of all I have to say welcome to the 
honourable Minister of Power and Steel 
Dr Imoke for a wonderful example he 
has shown today by recognizing where 
his father started his politics and that is 
going back to Enugu State House of 
Assembly the former Eastern Regional 
House of assembly. We have had in the 
past so many bon. Members of the then 
Eastern Regional House of Assembly 
dying without their children recognizing · 
to come back to this place. For this 
singular example you have shown, the 
Members of this Assembly, living and 
dead, are happy with you. And I 
commend you and I leave this legacy 
you have shown today that · other 
children whom their fathers had served 
in this parliament should do the same 
when their fathers eventually leave this 
place. 

been known for our educational prowess. 
l know that late Elder Dr lmoke served 

. in other areas but that of Education was 
need so much, and that is why some 
people from this part of the world have 
been doing well academically and in 
other human endeavours because of the 
solid background which they laid here. 
You can remember the University of 
Nigeria Nsukka the College of 
Agriculture, and other institutions. The 
judicious way of sitting industries and 
other economic ventures in different 
areas that they actually belong. For 
instance, if you go to Cross Rivers, the 
Obudu Cattle ranch was sited there. 
Come to my Local Government area, 
Uzo-Uwani, they sited the Agricultural 
base there. If you go to Abia Farm and 
Umuahia, they sited things to areas that 
actually, deserved such project, some of 
us who are very close to this family, who 
know what they have done, know that we 
have lost a gem, of you who know about 
dtigidi; Abomege and all these wars 
there, those war that has claimed a lot of 
lives, because of boundary dispute; late 
Dr Imoke was instrumental today that we 
have a Mobile Training Camp at 
Abomega to make sure that there is 

Mr Speaker, Late Elder Dr. Imoke, enduring peace between his people and 
like all of you have said before me, had their neighbours. And we thank him. He 
been a shinning example of the Eastern has been able to redress the problems of 
Region. If you look at the crop of people boundary demarcation in this country. 
who led the Eastern Region then, you Not using Rivers~ or physical things to 
will discover that they were the crop of show what a people belong here or did 
professionals: Dr M.I. Okpara; Dr not belong there. And for us in Enugu 
Akanu Ibiam; Dr Imoke, and the rest. No here it is something that 'all ' of us are 
wonder the Eastern Region has been the looking forward to, that one ·day because 
hope of the development of this country . you know that some of out people are 
And if you go back down the memory ', living across River Anambra; and people 
lane, we in this part of the world have are telling us that River Anambra is the 
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boundary between Enugu State and 
Anambra State. It is not true, because 
my people - the Igala speaking areas -
are over there and nobody can separate 
them just like you cannot separate ltigidi 
from Cross Rivers State. For all these 
numerous achievements we remain 
thankful to him, but more importantly to 
his son for bringing him back to the 
House of Assembly because 
parliamentarians are the greatest. They 
are the greatest in the sense that as a 
Commissioner or a Minister, hardly will 
you be remembered but here if you 
served in this parliament, we have 
extracts of our speeches in this House of 
Assembly. If not because of time 
constraint, I would have gone right down 
to the archives to retrieve all the 
contributions that late Elder Dr ho11 . 
Imoke made on the Floor of this 
Parliament. But that is for posterity. 
Having said that, Mr Speaker, I am done. 

Mr Speaker: May I now call on 
Senator Victor Udoma Egba (S.A.N) to 
speak on behalf of the Senators here 
present. 

Senator V.U. Egba (S.A.N): Mr 
Speaker, Enugu State House of 
Assembly, Mr Speaker, Cross River 
State House of Assembly, my names are 
Victor Udoma Egba, Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria (S.A.N), and by a stroke of 
providence, I represent Dr. S.E. Imoke 
who ordinarily I would have been unfit 
to untie the laces of his shoes and r 
speak today as his representative, and 
also speak for my Colleagues, both 
former and serving Senators. 

Mr Speaker, let me start right away by 
adopting completely everything every 
previous speaker in this Chambers has 
said about Dr S.E. Imoke, one of the 
greatest Nigerians of this time. Dr Imoke 
graced the importance of thjs hallowed 
Chambers, and his contributions in this 
Chamber are written in gold. I do not 
need to repeat them because my Speaker, 
Speaker of the Cross River State House 
of Assembly, has already enumerated the 
contributions he made but l dare say and 
[ dare add, Mr Speaker, that the 
contributions of Dr S.E. fmoke will 
remain for eternity. Dr fmoke's greatest 
service has proved to Nigerians and the 
world at large that service is possible, 
that honesty is possible, that good 
governance is possible, and this was a 
man in his time who contributed to bring 
the then Eastern Region from one of the 
poorest regions into the fastest growing 
economy in the world by 1965. 

f stand here, Mr Speaker, today to 
thank you on behalf of the people of the 
Central Senatorial district of Cross River 
State and indeed the entire people of 
Cross River State fo r the opportunity the 
Eastern region gave to our son, our 
father, and our husband, Dr S.E. Imoke 
to prove to Nigerians that we can reach 
the highest heights. We thank you for the 
opportunity and thank the entire people 
of the then Eastern region. We thank you 
for this great honour of this valedictory 
ceremony, and assure you that we shall 
ever remember this honour. We thank 
God for His gift to his people of Dr S.E. 
lmoke. We thank Him for his life and 
indeed celebrate a life of humility, a life 
of service, and a life of dedication. 
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Mr Speaker, Dr. Imoke will for ever 
live in the hearis of those who knew 
him, and I dare say that our consolation 
on this occasion is on the fact that he is a 
known age of the history of Nigeria. M r 
Speaker, I am done. (Applause) . 

Mr Speaker: May I call on Hi s 
Excellency the Governor of old 
Anambra State, Chief C.C. Onoh, 
Ahinefu Ngwu, to pay his own tribute. 

Chief C.C. Onoh: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
on the 5t11 of December, 1956, in thi s 
Chamber when we were seeking 
nomination to the House of 
Representatives , I did not then know the 
man Imoke, but after our speech, they 
turned to Zik and said, this is the man, 
we are sponsoring him to the House of' 
Representatives (Applause). 

Here in this House, Dr Azikiwe is 
gone, Dr M.I. Okpara is gone, Dr Ibiam 
is gone, now Imoke. These are the 
people that made Eastern Nigeria what it 
is today. At that particular time we were 
all united, competing between East, 
West and North and nobody thought 
about Ibo, Efik, Calabar or any of those 

. things. There was complete unity. Yes, 
we fade away like the stars of the 
morning. We are like labourers in the 
Lord ' s Vine-yard, we till the field, many 
may be laughing at us . These people 
laughing might be the people that reap 
the seeds and are happy. We do not 
regret what we have done. We remember 
him (Dr lmoke) today not because of any 
other thi~1g, but because of the service he 
rendered to the whole of Eastern Nigeria 

and particularly in the field of Education. 

Mr Speaker, in our struggle in those 
· days, here lies a man consistent, he stood 
with us, we fought the battle until the 
great intruders, the arm y came, and may 
God never allow them come back. 
(A men) . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there is nothing to 
extol the virtues or this man (Dr !make) 
most incorruptible, consi stent ~nd if he 
says go, follow him , he will not stab you 
at the back; this is the man' Indeed to 
remember one issue: as the Minister for 
Education, I requested for approval for 
my Girl's Secondary School , and he 
refused to give me permission and then I 
stopped until Dr M I Okpara came and 
opened the door and said, (di anyi 
sainiara ya akwukwo). Fellow. sign the 
papers for him. Then I got the approval. 
Sir, I will end by just reminding you and 
the new generation, these youths leading 
us today; the lives ol great men all 
remind us, we can make our ovvn suhline, 
the parking name hehind us who prints 
o n the sands ol time, who prints that 
onother perhaps a falling kin and 
shipwrecked brother, sailing through 
life. 

May the children of Dr lmoke follow 
l~ is foot-prints , detest the ills of Nigeria 
today so that they can rise to the height 
which their father has risen. With that, 
Mr Speaker, I bid my friend fare-well 
(A pplause). 

Mr Speaker: May I call on the Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria, A.N . Anyamene. 
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Mr A. N. Anyamene: Mr Speaker, 
may I rise to mourn a great friend; a 
close friend; a man of integrity, an a man 
whose life is transparent in all he did. 1 
doubt whether I shall have another close 
friend like Dr !make in the short period 
left for me on this world. 

The Speaker of the Cross River State 
House of Assembly has said everything 
about his contributions in politics, 
religion, and I need not to repeat them. 
People . did not know the origin of this 
Eja Memorial Joint Hospital, Itigidi 
being talked about. Dr !make through his 
nature got his inspiration to be a doctor 
as a boy on the day he saw a woman in 
labour with terrible pains being 
conveyed in a dug-out along the Cross 
River to the nearest clinic, that fired his 
spirit; is it what my people is seeing? He 
thought that he would serve the people 
and the humanity by being a doctor and 
that was where he got the ambition. And 
he succeeded and concretized that desire 
and that love of humanity by investing 
the last penny he had in the Eja 
Memorial Joint Hospital. He never asked 
for compensation from the Government. 

The Speaker has said about his 
contributions in the House of Assembly. 
We will leave that to historians because 
unless the records are lost, at the time we 
was in the House of Assembly, I was 
also a staff of the House in the Hanzard 
Section and we were recording the 
Proceedings and I know we made 
accutate recordings. We leave it to 
posterity or to the historians to go and 
dig them out, so that the present 

generation will know what the elders did 
and their idea about governance. 

Time is against us but 1 just take an 
instance of what the House of Assembly 
looked like in those days. Prof. Ayoha 
was making a speech and then he said: I 
was in car traveling from Calabar to 
Enugu when I heard about a policy being 
enunciated by the Government for the 
first time. And then Alvan Ikoku retorted 
ah! Is Government hy radio: that is what 
we had been complaining The whole 
House rose in laughter but that was the 
spirit. You would not know that those on 
this side and on the other side were at 
daggers' drawn - no! They were 
legislators working for the common good 
of the people they were governing 
irrespective of the camp in wl.1ich they 
were. And for the benefit of historians; 
during their time in the Cabinet, one of 
the qualifications before you were 
appointed as a Minister in the Eastern 
Region was your contribution to 
agriculture, because the theme the 
Government of Dr 0 kpara set for himself 
was that the people in the Eastern Region 
should be well -fed first. He made sure 
that there was abundant food for people 
to eat. And so before one was appointed 
as a Minister it used to be Minister then, 
they had to inspect your contributions to 
agriculture. 

In the case of Dr lmok~, it was a 
poultry farm both in his village at ltigidi 
and even in his quarters here in Enugu. 
There was a little poultry farm here, and 
a bigger one in his village and and so 
with other Commissioners. They were 
people governing practically, who 
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believe in what they were doing and 
practise it. 

Emotion will not allow me to go 
longer. Not only governance Dr Imoke 
lived a very happy life with his wife. 
You need to come close to see what a 
happy home looks like, it is such thing 
you would not imagine. You thought 
that Dr Imoke and his wife were elder 
brother and sister and he bequeathed that 
quality to his children. So, I conclude by 
reading a poem by Stewart Chiong when 
he was paying · tribute to somebody who 
struggled because when you remember 
his days 1912, you could picture what 
Nigeria was like in 1912, you will kno w 
that Dr Imoke and his contemporaries 
really, as Igbo men said, climbed Iroko 
trees with empty hands. So they 
achieved what now would be impossible 
with the present generation. So the 
Stewart Chiong said: 

Let me not die in a curtained 
room, on a ascented cough on a 
mixed scented room bear me out 
where the stars shine clear and 
tall trees whisper as they drcrw 
near; there I would murmur my 
ultimate breath as I run to meet 
honest brother there. Glad to 
have lived, gladder to die, the 
days task ended and slumber 
night. And if I should dream in 
that endless sleep let me recall 
unfathom deep; the brown 
leaflet, its trees its grass and the 
ory.e true comrade of 
unforgettable hours; no marbled 
monument tomb in love where 
that mud of earth with stars 

above, neither name nor date 
when born when died. This 
simplest of trihutes to one old 
tried. 

Dr Imoke more than tried. And may the 
good Lord give him eternal repose in his 
bosom. Amen. (Applause). 

Mr Speaker (Enugu State): I thank 
the Senior Advocate of Nigeri a (SAN). 
For want of time a lot of people who 
want to talk may not be allowed to do so. 
1 will just call, may be, two other 
persons, and of course, His Excellency, 
the Governor of Enugu State, ably 
represented by His able Deputy, Chief 
Okechukwu ltanyi will speak on behalf 
of the State Government. May I call on 
Professor P.O. Ebigbo to speak on behalf 
ofthe Vice Chancellor. 

Mr Ebigbo: The hon. Speaker, Enugu 
State House of Assembly, hon . Speaker 
Cross River State House of Assembly. 
All other protocol s duly observed. On 
behalf of Professor Chinedu Nebo, Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Nigeria 
and indeed the University of Nigeria, I 
stand to identify the Uni versity of 
Nigeria with th is auspicious occasion 
and to express immense gratitude to our 
fallen hero and mentor, right hon. Dr 
S.E . Imoke who is honorary graduate of 
the University of Nigeria. lt is a degree 
conferred in the confirmed the early 60's 
when right hon. Dr Akanu Ibiam was the 
Chairman of governing Council and Pro 
Chancellor. He then as a Member the 
Eastern Region House of Assembly and 
Minister of Education helped to conceive 
the University of N igeria, helped to 
found it and to nurture it. For -these we 
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are very grateful. Dr S.E. Imoke was 
also Chairman of University of Nigeria 
Teaching Hospital Management Board 
and he performed so excellently well 
that one of the Hostels housing the final 
year Medical Student was named after 
him, the hostel called Imoke Hostel. We 
say: thank you our fallen hero. We 
pledge to publish a summary of the life 
history of Dr Imoke and distribute to our • 
youths and our students as a legacy for 
all times and as a role model for our 
youths to emulate. We say in the 

· University of Nigeria: May the soul of" 
Dr S.E. Jmoke and the souls ol all the 
faithful departed through the mercy ol 
God rest in peace, Amen. (Applause). 

Deputy Governor (Mr 0. Jtanyi): 
Honourable Speakers, distinguished 
ladies and gentlemen. I am here on 
behalf of His Excellency, the Governor, 
the Government, and good people of 
Enugu State, to welcome you all 
especially the Imoke family. We are here 
to pay our last respect to a great man of 
no mean respute; a man working with Dr 
Okpara, Nnamdi Azikiwe, Ayo Ita, 
Akanu Ibiam, laid the foundation and 
legacies that we are building on today. 
These great men transformed the Eastern 
Region to one of the fastest-growing 
economies in the world at that time. 
They left indelible footprints not just on 
the soil of South East and the former 
Eastern Region but the entire country. I 
give God all the Glory that they came, 
they saw and left a wonderful success 
story. We will not be standing here if not 
for a great man like Dr Imoke. We will 
not be building on the foundation and 
legacies that they left behind if they did 

not do so. We give God all the glory for 
the selfless service: his wonderful 
contributions, his transparency, his 
philantropitism, hi s dedicati on to people 
of Itigidi, the Eastern Region and 
Nigeria. As he journeyed back home for 
the last time, we pray that Almighty God 
will accept his soul in heaven and give 
his children Dr Efem Imoke Dr Liyel 
lmoke and others the fortitude to bear his 
loss. Let me say that we have every 
cause to celebrate his life and times on 
this earth. And his shining examples are 
examples that we need to follow so that 
at the end of the day also , we will also 
leave our footprints on the signs of time 
and leave our names written in gold. 

Once more, on behalf of His 
Excellency, Governor Chimaroke 
Nnamani the Government, and people of 
Enugu State, it is my great pleasure to 
bid the right hon. Dr Elder S. E. lmoke 
farewell. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker (Enugu State): As his 
Excellency, was speaking, His 
Excellency, the Governor of Borno State 
Senator Dr Ali Munsherif walked in. 
Your Excellency, you are welcome Sir. 
(Applause). 

I can also see my Colleague from 
Anambra State, hon. Speaker Belonwu, 
you are welcome. (Applause) 

I have to rewind a little bit to find out 
whether or not Hi s Excellency wants to 
add something to what we have said. It 
will be out of protocol for me not to 
allow him say farewell but if he believes 
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that those who have spoken have done 
well, we can go on. 

His Excellency: You can go on . 

Mr Speaker (Enugu State): The last 
respect to the remains of late Dr Imoke 
will be done in this order: Governors and 
Deputy Governors, Speakers and Deputy 
Speakers Principal officers and bon. 
members of State Houses of Assembly 
and Senators, Members of House of 
Representatives, Ministers, Ex­
legislators, Members of Exco past and 
present, Traditional Rulers, Women 
Leaders, Members of the deceased 
family, and of course, some other people 
that are here present. So, Your 
Excellency, you take the lead to pay 
your last respect and the Speakers and 
Governors will follow. 

Last respect was accordingly paid to 
the remains ofLate Dr !make. 

Mr Speaker: May I have the honour 
and privilege to call on the hon. Minister 
of Power and Steel , Liyel Imoke to give 
a Votes of Thanks on · behalf of the 
family . 

Liyel lmoke (Minister of Power & 
Steel): Mr Speaker, Enugu State House 
of Assembly; Mr Speaker, Anambra 
State House of Assembly; Mr Speaker, 
Cross River State House of Assembly; 
His Excellency the Governor of Barno 
State; His Excellency, the Governor of 

/ 

Enugu State represented by His Deputy 
Goverrior, Chief Dr Okechukwu Itanyi; 
the hon. Minister of State for Power and 
Steel; hon. Member of Cross Ri ver 

State ; Enugu Stale, and Anambra State 
here present; Distinguished Ladies and 
Oentlemen . This morning I have been 
mandated by the family to say a Vote of 
Thanks by express ing our appreciation 
and gratitude, first to the Right hon. 
Speaker of the Enugu state house of 
Assembly for granting that tl1i s Session 
be held in this Assembly. We would also 
like to extend our deep appreciation to 
the leadership of lhe Cross Ri ver State 
House of Assembl y for supporting us 
throughout the period of arrangement. 
We express our gratitude and 
appreciation to all those who have taken 
time from their tight schedules to grace 
this occasion and to pay respect to our 
Late father, Elder Dr l-Ion. Samuel 
lmoke, a Member of thi s House of 

·Assembly form 1952 to 1966. It is 
indeed great honour that has been done 
to him both by the leadership of the 
various Houses of Assembly here 
present, and those who have spoken and 
paid respect to our late father. 

On behalf of the entire famil y, I again 
wish to thank you very much for coming 
out to honour him in this manner .. Thank 
yo u. 

Mr Speaker: l thank 
Minister of Power and Stee l. 

the bon. 

We are going to observe a minute 
, silence in honour of our departed hero. 
· That should be done in form of a Motion. 
1 am therefore calling on the Leader of 
the Enugu State House of Assenibly (Mr 
Anichukvvu) to lead us. Thank yo u. 
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Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move 
that his honourable House do 
respectfully observe a minute silence in · 
honour of late hon. D. Imoke. Thank 
you. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe).· Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. I rise to second the 
Motion moved by the Leader of the 
House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

A minute silence accordingly 
· observed. 

Mr Speaker: Thank you very much. 
That is the end of the programme. May I 
humbly request the two Leaders of 
Enugu and Cross Rivers State Houses of · 
Assembly and Sergeant-at-Arms to lead 
the coffin out ofthe Chambers. 

Honourable Colleagues, before we go 
on there are lots of people hwo came in 
here un-recognised. They should please 
accept my apology. We have the 
Majority Leader, Anambra State House 
of Assembly in our midst. We have our 
retired Justice, I saw him when I was 
going to pay the respect. Oga, you are 
welcome, Sir. 

Coffin was accordingly carried out of' 
the Chamber. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move 
that the House do resume sitting to 
continue on the Order of the Day. Thank ,, 
you. 

120 1 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I ri se to second that 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Sitting accordingly resumed at 
I 1.30a.m. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
like I earlier said, I am not taking too 
much . Just like it is said of Oli ver Twist, 
and somebody al so did mention here that 
if one climbs an iroko tree, he should try 
to get enough firewood. Now that I have 
His Excellency, the Governor of Borno 
State, some Senators, and Members of 
the House of Representatives here, I 
would rather gather as much fire -woods 
as I need. So, I would like all of you to 
accompany the bon. Speaker to his office 
on the rising of the House to appreciate 
where we stay, Your Excellency, Sir. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move that 
this honourable House do now adjourn 
till Tuesday, the 2211(1 day of March, 2005 
at 1 Oa.m. Thank you. 

Mr A.O. Chigbo (Uzo-uwani) : Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second that 
Motion. Thank you. 

Question put ond agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do now adjourn till Tuesday 2211(1 day of 
March, 2005 at. 1 Oa.m . 

Adjourned acco rdingly at 11.35a.m 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATEOFNIGERIA 

Tuesday, 22/7{1 March, 2005 

The House met at 1 0 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Deputy Speaker: The Votes and 
Proceedings No . 63 are now before you . I 
have gone through them and in my own 
opinion they are correct. However, I need 
your comments. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of our last 
sitting and I found them to be correct. I, 
therefore, move for adoption . 

Princess E. Ogbu (Udenu): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of 181
h March, 

2005 accordingly adopted. 

" 

ORDER OF THEDA Y 

THE ENUGU STATE FEMALE 
VIOLATION AND DISCRIMINATION 

(PROHIBITION AND ABOLITION) 
BILL, NO.2, 2005 . 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable 
Co lleagues, you will recall that we have 
gone through the first reading of the Bill. 
We have to commence debate on it today. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anik:vve) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I move that the Bill be now 
read a second time. Thank you. 

Mr Ani: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
second the Motion . 

l"ISe to 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, this 
morning, we . are going to commence 
debate on the Bill, Enugu State Female 
Violation and Discrimination (Prohibition 
and Abolition) Bill, No. 2, 2005. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I would like us to look at the 
points of all -important Bill in this way. 
This Bill is primarily intended to address 
most legally and legitimately some of the 
traditions, customs and culture that do 
discriminate against the female folks and 
in considering this, we would like to 
examine actually these customs, trad itions 
and or culture that jeopardize libetiy of 
women and infringe violently on the right 
of women to exist as fellow human beings. 
Culture is generally accepted as the totality 
of the people's way of life . and what I 
mean by totality of people's ways of life is 
equally sub-divided into two major 
dimensions . What we call the material and 
non-mater ial culture . The material culture 
include how we build or houses, how we 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 22"d March, 2005 

The House mel atlO a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Deputy Speaker: The Votes and 
Proceedings No. 63 are now before you . I 
have gone through them and in my own 
opinion they are correct. However, I need 
your comments. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of our last 
sitting and I found them to be correct. I, 
therefore, move for adoption. 

Princess E. Ogbu (Udenu): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to . 

Votes and Proceedings of 18'" March , 
2005 accordingly adopted. 

ORDER OF THEDA Y 

THE ENUGU STATE FEMALE 
V·IOLATION AND DISCRIMINATION 

(PROHIBITION AND ABOLITION) 
BILL, NO. 2, 2005 

. Deputy Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, you will recall that we have 
gone through the first reading of the Bill. 
We have to commence debate on it today. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I move that the Bill be now 
read a second time. Thank you. 

Mr Ani : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
second the Motion. 

nse to 

peputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, this 
morning, we are going to commence 
debate on the Bill, Enugu State Female 
Violation and Discrimination (Prohibition 
and Abolition) Bill, No. 2, 2005. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I would like us to look at the 
points of all -important Bill in this way. 
This Bill is primarily intended to address 
most legally and legitimately some of the 
traditions, customs and culture that do 
discriminate against the female folks and 
in considering this, we would like to 
examine actually these customs, traditions 
and or culture that jeopardize libe1iy of 
women and infringe violently on the right 
of women to exist as fellow human beings. 
Culture is generally accepted as the totality 
of the people's way of life. and what l 
mean by totality of people's ways of life is 
equally sub-divided into two major 
dimensions. What we call the material and 
non-material culture . The material culture 
iJ!clude how we build or houses, how we 
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child of below the ages of 15 years. I am 
aware that this honourable House will be 
enacting a Bill that will be called 
Universal Basic Education Bill. I am sure 
that by the time the Bill comes into 
existence that Bill will not only encourage 
free education from primary School to JSS 
III but it will be compulsory. A child of 
that age cannot be said to have finished 
primary and secondary education. 

You will recall that today the nemesi s 
of what our fore-fathers were facing was 
the inability to give their off-springs 
befitting education because for me 
education is the highest investment you 
can have for an individual or personality. 
If you have educated that person and more 
especially when you have educated a 
woman you have educated a nation. If you 
educate a man yo u have educated a 
person. But when you give qual itative 
education to a woman you have also 
educated a nation . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, you will also recall 
that in the present circumstances, available 
statistics show that women today 
constitute up to sixty percent of Nigerian 
population. Again you will equally recall 
that women are the actual movers in terms 
of politics and politicking in the country. 
For us now to turn round and then to give 
out this girl -child of 15 years into 
marriage, we will be doing a dis-service to 
the nation. If we will wait for that girl 
child to be trained, to have basic 
education, have investment, have 
personality and decide on her own, how 
and why ~nd who to marry, not for us to 
dictate for them. Such a marriage will be a 
very I ife· long and wonderful marriage. 

Mr Speaker Sir, for us to go further, 
t'his Bill equally intends to address the 
issue of a situation whereby a woman is 
denied of her liberty to even have her own 
propeiiy or that of the husband. The Bill 
intends to address this issue because they 
are legitimate human beings I ike us . If you 
come to our educational institutions today, 
in the primary schools, in the secondary 
schools, and even in tertiary institutions, 
yo u wi II find that wo men are a bout to take 
over. So for us now to have the issue of 
tradition or culture that will den y them the 
,liberty to own their own personal property 
and that of their husband will be wrong to 
the essence of creation. You will 
I;emember that in actual fact there is no life 
that you consider or define as being 
superior life to the other life. Life is life. 

The very i11oment we know that life is 
I ife is from conception, that very moment 
that conception has taken place by the 
fe rti I ization of the egg and sperm . We 
know that I ife has started . We cannot say 
that this is a meager life or a better life; we 
cannot be in positi on of taking th is life by 
whichever means or by any other means 
because we cannot produce life. For the 
fact that we cannot on our own generate 
'life, why do we now blame God if He 
decides to protect thi s life or take this life. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I know that ·my 
Col leagues will talk · on other ways and 
other items. I believe primarily that there is 
also the need for us to appreciate the fact 
that this Bill is intended to address 
'primarily and principally the issues of 
female genital mutilation and 
circumcision. Today, if we should allow 
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the female geni~al mutilation, what I mean 
by that is the removal of the Labia Maijora 
and as well as the Labia Maijora 
physically and violently. Then you will 
find out the physical effect of this as well 
as the psychological effect of which it can 
never be digested at that time: 

So, I believe that all my Colleagues 
must have taken up other areas . I recall 
that in 2001 , this honourable House passed 
a Bill that was very very .reminiscent to the 
hon. Members and the government of the 
day. This was the Bill on Widow and 
Widowers. I believe that the Bill is going 
to be the most sensitive Bill that will 
address the issue of human beings as a 
sub-standard and otherwise sub-human 
beings for you are challenging the creator. 
I believe equally that when this 
honourable House must have considered 
this Bill and given it the due required 
passage, we will all accept that the 
government of the day in Enugu State is 
women friendly. They are women friendly 
in the threshold of the fact that at least 
among our Colleagues ·· here in the 
Assembl y, up to four of them are women. 
I am sure that there is no House of 
Assembly in the States of the federation 
that has up to four women as hon. 
Members in that Assembly. This is an 
indication of woman friendly of the 
present administration. So I believe that 
my Colleagues will go all out to give this 
Bill the required and due passage. As they 
do that I beg to take my Seat for others to 
follow. Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

Depucy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) : Thank 
you the . 'oeputy Leader of the House (Mr 
Anikvve). We have heard the opinion ofthe 

Qeputy Leader. Let me quickly remind 
,y'S u of the provisions of a statement in the 
Widows and Widowers Fundamental Right 
Utw of2001, Section 2 clearly stated thus: 

~ 
Su~ject to the Marriage Act, Wills Law 

dministration of Estates Law or indeed 
ny customary law (not repugnant to 

hatural justice, equity and good 
c:~nscienc~) a widow/widower shed! not be 
dispossessed upon the death of' the 
~1usband/wij'e of' any property acquired by 

1 the deceased hushcmdlwife (during the 
{ deceased husband '.\/ wile's life time) 

· without his/her consent. 
That shows you that this is a law 
protecting widows. I refer you also to the 
Bill of the Widows and the Widowers, I 
remember vividly that there is a place 
where you said that nobody wi II deny any 
woman or any widow of the possession of 
hei' property in Enugu State. 
' 0 

, Let us now hear the opinion of the hon. 
Member for Enugu South I (Rural) (Mr 
Anih) on what is happening in his Rural 
Constituency. 

Mr D. Anih: Thank yo u Mr Speaker 
Sir, the last speaker has said it all. This 
Bill does not require much combination of 
statements or much arguments because it is 
very clear. All the intentions iq this very 
B iII and its effect are within our society 

·something like giving out our yo'uiig girls 
under fifteen years of age into rharriage, 
the forceful removal of a woman from her 
marital home, as well as dispossessing a 

i woman of the ownership of property or her 
, assets and that of her husband for reasons 
.·· of not bearing a child and the denial of a 
woman not to saw seed of yams in her 
farm. 
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Mr Speaker, Sir, with all these and all 
other inputs, I believe that during the 
period of public hearing of this very Bill, 
the Human Rights Activists will come up 
with more facts and more ideas to enrich 
this very B iII and enhance the governance 
of the State. The passage of this Bill into 
law will be an anchor base to the women 
of Enugu State for the protection of the 
socio-cultural development and economic 
rights of our womenfolk and even the 
protection of other women from ill ­
treatment as condemned by this very Bill. 

However, Mr Speaker, Sir, it is also in 
the belief that the passage of this Bill ·into 
law will be in the good spirit of the 
country's Constitution more especially _if 
the said Bill is passed into law, it will 
support Section 17 sub-section 2b of the 
1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic 
ofNigeria which states inter-alia: 

In furtherance of the Social Order, the 
servitude of human per~·ons shall be 
encouraged and maintained. 

In addition, Mr Speaker Sir, in Chapter 4 
Section 34 Sub-section I a of the 1999 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria with regard to the Fundamental 
Human Rights states that: 
No person shall be subjected to torture or 
to inhuman or degrading treatment. 

Finally, Mr Speaker, Sir, I urge my 
hon. Colleagues to see the passage of this 
Bill · into Law as a fundamental socio­
cultural step forward for the prevention of 
women discrimination in Enugu State and 

Nigeria in general. Thank yo u Mr Speaker 
Sir. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Thank, you 
Mr Speaker. We have the duty to protect 
the lives of the people that we represent. 
Female circumcision has been a major 
problem especially in the rural areas. I 
wish to throw more light on the issue of 
rural women circumcision. Our fore­
fathers in their primitive way thought they 
will control the sex habit of their daughters 
through female circumcision. But today it 
has become a problem and medical expetis 
have ·proved that that circumcision has 
affected women badly. And there is no 
medial reason female circumc ision. 

And even in the Bible, Genesis Chapter 
17 verse I 0 state that it is on ly male 
children and not females that should be 
circumcised. I quote: 

''This is my covenant wilh you and 
your descendants afier you. The 
covenant is to circumcise every 
male among you. You shall under­
go circumcision and it will be part 
of' my covenant". 

They sa id every male and not female. And 
there was no place in the Bible where 
fema les were circumcised. 

Mr Speaker, thi s circumcision has left 
women with great pains, and also one can 
lose a lot of blood during the process of 
circumcision. Mr Speaker, thi s is the time 
we should change all these bad traditional 
practices against women. Mr Speaker, and 
hon . Colleagues, there is an old . saying 
which says that changing times· means 
changing ways. Why should we continue 
this female circumcision? Mr Speaker, I 
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think if the circumcision is done after the 
age of adolescence many girls would have 
broken their relationship with their parents 
and run away. Mr Speaker, by passing th is 
Bill, I believe we are leaving a very good 
legacy to our children . I think if we are 
passing this Bill we are not going to stop 
our tradition but we an=: going to remove 
those bad ones. Mr Speaker, if we are 
waging war against crime why should we 
continue female circumcision that has 
caused the death of many girls . 

Mr Speaker, we women that wear the 
shoe know where it pinches us, and what 
we have been feeling, seeing, bearing, 
experiencing are too much ; let us say no to 
what is bad. Please, I urge my hon. 
Colleagues to join me and support this Bill 
because the female circumcision is doing 
us more harm than good. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, thank you for 
giving me the opportunity to identify 
completely in this very important Bill. As 
the hon. Member for Udi South (Mrs 
Eneh) observed, I think, although · she is 
not entirely correct because as it pertains 
to wearing shoe everybody is wearing the 
shoe including myself. Mr Speaker, I said 
this because as at now the disease that is 
trying to engulf this world is HIV/AIDS . 
And there has been erroneous impression 
about AIDS that women are wholly 
responsible and that without women; and 
that without sexual interaction between 
men and women there is no way the 
HIV/AIDS should be around. Although, it 
is still subject to verification, I am just 
saying my own opinion, Mr Speaker. 

So, to this end, every reasonable human 
being should try to fight inhumanity to 
human . So, everybody should conclude 
that one should have to understand the 
precarious situation of our female 
counterparts where it is not of their own 
making. It is out of ignorance and man's 
inhumanity to man that that punishment 
should be inflicted on women. Thank God, 
the hon. Member for Udi South (Mr Eneh) 
has pointed it out where it was written in 
the Bible and from the human existence 
the Bible is the word of God and for us to 
be men of God we have to go by the 
content of the Bible, no minus, no plus. 

So, Mr Speaker, my happiness when 
this type of Bill comes up is that it goes 
further to prove that the hon. Members of 
this Assembly have sworn to protect the 
interest of the people who gave us 
mandate . So, Mr Speaker, I think this Bill 
should be all encompassing and I am 
pleading with hon . Members to give this 
Bill total support because it is going to 
enhance life that God has already given to 
us by making sure that the dignity is 
protected . 

However, Mr Speaker, a Bill that is 
sensitive like this must have an· intent and 
purpose. Why I said an intend and purpose 
is that as you rightl y observed . when you 
were making a comment Mr Speaker, the 

' purpose of this Bill primarily is to protect 
·women that is, female violation and 
discrimination (Prohibition and Abolition) 
:Bill. Mr Speaker, why I just mention this, 
if you go to Section 14(b) of this Bill 
.which says and I quote: 
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"To give out a girl under fifteen years 
in marriage" and the major sponsor of this 
B iII has touched on that Section and I am 
not convinced that that Section should 
come in here so that it wi II not be as if the 
hon. Members are muddling up issues. So. 
it did mention that although this is 
supposed to be under sepal"ate Bill, that is, 
U.P.E., the Bill that is yet to be debated. 
And following the order, Mr Speaker, 
Section ' E', ' F' and ' D' are talking of 
widows and widowers Bill. And so, I did 
remember it vividly that this House had 
earlier passed a Bill to that effect. For us 
I)Ot to muddle up issues on a Bill that is 
already in existence, I believe this Section 
should be treated in a separate cover or if 
the B iII under reference which you the 
Speaker had earlier mentioned, I believe 
that if it had earlier taken care of these 
Sections I do not actually se the reason 
why these three sections should come into 
this Bill. 

I think that for this Bill to be very, very 
meaningful and effective it has to be ·direct 
to one useful purpose for which we are 
trying to address . ... (!nterruptiom). 

An hon. Member: It is for general 
purpose. 

Leader: Even if it is for general 
purposes if there is a law already on the 
ground on any issue you want to talk, you · 
must have to make references . Because we 
do not just come here and debate on a B iII 
and pass it without making references 
where necessary. So, Mr Speaker, I 
believe that this could be an error because 
in sectiol'l 16 of this Bill, it did say 
' offenders under Section 15(F) and (D) 

· and I believe it should be 14 and not 15 
because we do not have 15(F) and (D) 
here. 

So, on page 4, Mr Speaker, Section 10 I 
want to talk on a Bill of thi s sensitive 
nature as a procedure and the procedure is 
.what we are now deliberating on. When 
passed by this House and duly ascented to 
it will become a law. In Section I 0(2): 
Appointment Secretary and other staff. In 
:my own op1n1on I believe that the 
'Committee is free to select the position of 
the Secretary but in between the I i ne the 
individual concerned might stain the 
purpose. 

So. I am of the op1n1on that if the 
Commissioner in consultation with the 
Governor they can solely give the 

· Commissioner the opportunity to make the 
· appointment so that this issue .' of debate 
and tights of selfish interest will not affect 
a·ny provision of this Section. [t is said: 
;The Secretary shall be appointed by the · 
. Commissioner subject to the approval of 
the Members of the Committee. I think if 
the Bill wins the approval ofthe Governor 
of Enugu State so that whatever comes up 
in the process of administering, somebody 

·could be held responsible. It is commonly 
believed that a goat owned by everybody 
always die of hunger. So, if there is any 
need for appointment or re-appointment 
we can see who to hold responsible 
because everybody is nobody. This is what 
I mean Mr Speaker. 

' 
I am not very comfortable with this 

provision from Section 12 in Section I 2 
~md I read: the Commissioner 111ciy make 
:,:?gufationsfor the purpose olcorry ing out 
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or gzvmg effect to its provisions ol this 
law. I believe that this provision as I 
clearly understand it will not mean 
amendment to this law. If that is what it 
means, then it is okay. But if this 
regulation as is contained there means 
amendment, I believe that whatever 
amendment has to go through the 
Members of this honourable House 
( !nterruptiom) . 

Leader: Mr Speaker, the same thing is 
repeated in Section 8(h): To make 
regulations from time to time concerning 
the issue oj'violence onfemale gender and 
the implementation this law. So, Mr 
Speaker, I think that there is no hon. 
Member who will speak against this Bill 
because it will go a long way to enhance 
the life of our youths and the people in 
general. For those who do not know what 
the world is all about, just like oil, if you 
don't keep it well it will all pour away. 
Like the saying that women are the 
mothers ofthe Nation. I think it is right. 

So, since the youths are the future 
leaders they are supposed to be given 
every si.1pport, every protection, every 
hope, every encouragement so that the 
society will be sanitized morall y, 
spiritually and otherwise. So, we must 
give them every protection, every 
encouragement to have the right to live, to 
have the right to exist in the society and 
have the opportunity to contribute to the 
advancement of mankind and humanity at 
large. So, Mr Speaker, I thank you for 
giving me the opportunity to contribute 
positively-to this high impact Bill initiated 
by my Colleagues. I say Bravo to the hon. 

Member who brought up this Bill. Thank 
·you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: I thank the hon . Leader 
of the House (Mr Anichukvvu). You see, 
·we did not interrupt you, we wanted you to 
exercise your right fully. What we are 
discussing is merits and demerits of this 
Bill. We are not gong into the body. So, if 
yo u want to discuss go into the merits and 
demerits. During the public hearing the 
Court will come to help us. 

Mr A.C. Nnadi (lgbo-Etit i West): 
,Thank you, Mr Speaker, my hon . 
Co lleagues. I have ri sen to do a favo ur to 
this Bill before thi s House. I don't intend 
in my usual manner to recall or repeat 
~hat my Colleagues have beautifully 
presented but I want to introduce a new 
subject into the discuss ion which will still 
favo ur the same Bill. I want to let us know 
that we have two constitutions now here 
on earth. One is in some other place 
outs ide the earth and both constitutions did 
not approve female circumcision. The first 
is that of nature and that is the Bible as 
rightly pointed out by the hon. Member for 
Udi South (Mrs Eneh). I would have told 
her to leave off because she narrowly 
picked one of the things I would have 
tal ked about but all the same I sti II have to 
talk about that. 

Let me now look at the constitution of 
nature, that is, the Bible. If yo u go to 
Genesis Chapter I , ve rse 26, the origin of 
man. God made man in God's image and 
God gave man the dominion over the 
creatures of the sea, the creatures of the 
earth and the creatures of air but not over 
man. 
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And if you still go down in the book of 
Genesis, Chapter 17 vs 12 like the hon . 
Member for Udi South (Mrs Eneh) 
pointed out. When God now saw the need 
for man to make a difference, what God 
did was to direct Abraham as a legal 
agreement with God, that all males or 
every male born into your House, for 
those of us that are very friendly with 
Bible, I am giving an assignment when 
you go home you go through it. And every 
male born into your House or any of a 
foreigner that is not your offspring shall be 
circumcised . 

And if you still go down in the book of 
Genesis, Chapter 17 vs 12 like the hon. 
Member for Udi South (Mrs Eneh) 
pointed out. When God now saw the need 
for man to make a difference, what God 
did was to direct Abraham as a legal 
agreement with God, that all males or 
every male born into your house, for those 
of us that are very friendly with Bible, I 
am giving an assignment when you go 
home you go through it. And every male 
born into your house or any of a foreigner 
that is not your offspring shall be 
circumcised. The emphasis was not on the 
female. 

I am going to tell you story at the end 
of my submission . Then, if you still move 
down, you go to Joshua. When the people 
of Israel crossed River Jordan through the 
dried land, their hearts melted. And their 
was no longer spirit in them. What God 
did was to direct Joshua to make the flint 
knives, and circumcise all the males that 
came out of Egypt. So emphas is was still 
on males and never on females. And there 

IS no where in the National Constitution 
that can be found where they said that 
females should be circumcised. It is not 
written anywhere . 

So, what I am trying to say, in effect, is 
that God gave sufficient protection to 
feh1ales ; remember that I said before that, I 
would tell you a story at the end of my 
submission. So let me just give the 
summary of my story. Man is not perfect. 
And that was why to make man perfect, 
God introduced the idea of circumcision 
on man. But woman was made out of man. 
And women is very perfect she does not 
need any other mutilation or any other 
thing. This is from the Bible. 

So, let me now go to the Co-nstitution of 
man, the Nigerian Constitution 1999; 
Section 34(1)(a). In fact, I don ~ t quarrel 
with the contents of the B iII now before us 
because the contents of the B iII are very 
co'm prehensi ve. Nothing should be 
removed, and nothing should be added. 
But there is a place where I can say one or 
two things. Go to Section 34( I )(a) Right to 
Dignity of Human person: no person shall 
he subjected to torture or to inhuman or 
degrading treatment. It is not talking of 
either male or female or this. Let us go to 
Section 42 sub-Section 2: Right to 
Freedom from Discrimination: No citizen 
ol Nigeria shall he subjected to any 
disability or deprivation merely by reason 
ol the circumstances ol his birth. You can 
now see that both Laws protected women. 
Like I said that God gave man the 
dominion over other creatures. Why 
should we now take Laws into our hands, 
t'o cause a great problem on our opposite 
sex. 
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Let me now look at the health 
implications, which the Leader of this 
House narrowly touched . We are all aware 
that one of the causes of this problem is 
the use of crude instrument and 
unsteri I ized instrument. And most of these 
local practitioners that carried out 
circumcision process lack the knowledge 
of sterilizing instruments. They just use it 
as they like. They may even try to cause 
more trouble by trying to sharpen their 
instrument with another crude instrument 
and thereby creating more problems. Apart 
from that, we sti II have some other 
problems that can be got from that. 

I still want to tell you that I was a 
victim of what thi s honourable House is 
looking at now. In 1982 I lost a dear sister 
in circumcision. The girl died two days 
after the circumcision. And because I was 
not in a position to look at that matter 
then, I was so small and too tender. I just 
allowed it to go that way. But now, God 
has given me the opportunity, that is why I 
say that this Bill came at the time it is 
most appropriate. And I thank the 
Almighty God for giving me this 
opportunity to be a Member of this 
Legislative House, that had been looking 
at this Bill. And I therefore say, Mr 
Speaker Sir, that this Bill does not require 
long argument or long debate, because of 
the fact that the whole thing have been 
embedded in both the natural and the 
artificial Constitutions. With this Mr 
Speaker, I beg to rest my case. Thank you. 

Deputy, Speake•·: I thank very much, 
the hon. Member for lgboetiti West (Mr 
Nnadi) . You see, in this law we are talking 

---- --- ---- -

of whether you are perfect or not, if you 
are the best surgeon, do not take part in 
female circumcision. Do you know what 
the law says? If you have the best material 
to perform it the law says don't. This is 
what we are saying. 

Princess E. Ogbu (Udenu): Mr 
Speaker Sir, today is a very wonderful day 
for the people of Enugu State because of 
this very important Bill before us. Though, 
God said that males should be 
circumcised, in the other way round 
because it beautified their own. On the 
other hand God circumcised the woman 
because he made the whole thing to be 
shapely. I advise the women not only in 
Enugu State, but I think for the entire 
world, to try to make a research on this 
very pariicular issue. I discovered that this 
very particular female circumcision here 
came as a result of selfish interest of a 
particular man, who some times felt that 
by doing this to a woman the woman will 
never have interest to look at another man, 
without even going back through his brain 
that sometimes in life this woman·w.ill get 
married, and need to love a man . 

So, in this very case, I am very grateful 
to God for being part of this very 
important Bill. And I would appreciate the 
whole thing in this Bill being passed all 
together, because we women we have been 
discriminated against, oppressed and so 
dominated. If we listened to what my 
Colleague began with; he commented on 
the domineering issue, that was at the 
beginning of creation, and I think of this, 
when we started being under in such a way 
that we have come to this extent, that we 
are maltreated. 
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I also want to point out where this Bill 
is going with a very good plan with the 
work of the Government of Enugu State. I 
am only trying to give example of how the 
Governor of this very State is supporting 
the women. If we watch, most women of 
this State are very ITluch interested in 
supporting the Government just because 
we know that this Government is taking 
good care of us. 

Finally, I want to tell you Mr Speaker 
and my fellow hon . Colleagues that 
supporting the passage of this very Bill is 
very, very necessary for the women foil<. 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 

Mrs E. Ezeugwu (lgbo-Eze South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have risen from my seat 
to support this Bill, because a lot of 
women have been suffering from the: 
hazards of circumcision. It causes bleeding 
which results to death during child birth, it 
causes other complications which also can 
result to the affected woman passing 
faeces through the virginal instead of the 
anus. 

I am fully in support of this Bill 
believing that the passage will bring to an 
end these ugly hazards and violence 
against women foil<. I therefore plead with 
my fellow Colleagues to support its 
passage. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: I thank the hon . Member 
for Igbo-Eze South (Mrs Ezeugwu). We 
have heard from Udi South Constituency · 
(Mrs .Eneh) and Udenu (Mrs Oghu), all 
going towards the eradication of women 
c 1 rcum c 1 s 1 on. 

2424 

Mrs E.l. Nnamani (Isi-Uzo): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, fellow hon . Members, I thank 
you all very much. I thank the Sponsors of 
this Bill, especially my Colleague the hon. 
Member for Udi South (111/rs Eneh). I thank 
all the hon . Members that have contributed 
because all of them contributed very well. 
I thank God speciall y for my very self 
because I did not know that I will one day 
be here. 

I have been waging war against this 
women circumcision for a very long time . 
in the rural areas. and by the help of the 
Executive Governor of thi s State Dr 
Chimaroke Ogbonnia Nnamani , I have 
followed to conduct workshops and 
seminars on this very issue in various local 
governments and also with WACOL. I did 
not have that opportunity to stand to speak 
for its passage into law except today; so I 
thank God for that. 

As we know, women have been 
suffering under this problem for a long 
time because of old and ancient methods 
through our fore -htthers. We have seen 
that the modern world do not even 
recognize this method because it is 
harmful to we women and especially the 
young girls. This female ci t:cu·mcision is 
caus ing a very big problen"\ : and we are 
now begging that we should go by a major 
cleansing to preach to our immediate ones 
who do not even know what is happening. 
They do not know that this causes a very 
big problem to them in the future. Some 
women have died during childbirth as a 
result of this women c i rcumc1s1on. 
However, the hon. Member for Udi South 
(Mrs Eneh) has said it all both in the 
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scripture and we all heard what our other 
Colleagues said, so there is no need to 
start repeating ourselves, but we all know 
that this practice is not good for us . If we 
can stop this, it will help the younger ones 
and the future generations. Mr Speaker, 
fellow hon . Colleagues; I thank you very 
much for supporting this Bill. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I can see that all 
the women hon. Members have spoken ; in 
spite of that, may I now move that further 
debate on this Bill be deferred to a later 
date to be determined by the Rules and 
Business Committee of this honourabl e 
House. Thank yo u. 

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, I am very glad for the stepping 
down further debate on this very important 
Bill so that when next we meet, we shall 
give it a step. On that note, I second the 
Motion as moved by the Leader. Thank 
you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Further debate on Bill No. 2 2005 
accordingly deferred. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meeting 

Mr Speaker: There will be meeting of 
Joint Committee on Health , Judiciary, 
Public Petition, Ethics and Privileges 
today. The venue is Chairman's office, 
Room I 4, on the rising of the House. 

y 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker Sir, may I move 
that the House do now adjourn till 
Thursday, 24th March, 2005 at 1 Oa.m . 

Mrs C. Eneh: Mr Speaker Sir, I rise to 
second the Motion. 

Que.Ytion put and ogreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Thursday 24th March, 2005, at 
lOa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly a! II. 2 5a.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 24'h March, 2005 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 
22nd March, 2005 is before the House. I 
have gone through them and found them to 
be correct. However, I call for your 
comments. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have observed that our 
Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 22nd 
March, 2005, as in your absence, is 
accurate and correct. 

Mr Speaker: I thank the Deputy 
Leader. The Deputy Speaker (Mr Anikwe) 
had the mandate of the bon. Speaker to 
preside. I believe that all he did was correct 
as far as I am concerned . 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, when 
somebody is physically absent, he cannot 
say that something that took place in his 
absence is not correct. 

Mr Speaker: There is a difference 
between a tvfember being absent and the 
hon. Speaker being absent. The moment 
the bon. Speaker is absent, somebody must 
preside and the person must have the 
mandate of the hon. Speaker. That person 

presiding must be acting on the full 
capacity of the hon Speaker and based on 
that the person has the full authority to 
preside. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I know that the Deputy 
Speaker that took over, did not get your 
mandate. He is not supposed to get your 
mandate. It is constitutionally legal for him 
to preside in the absence of Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: No! No! Before ever 
traveled out, I told the Deputy Speaker that 
he is going to preside at the days sitting. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
gone through our Votes and Proceedings of 
Tuesday, 22nct March, 2005 and found them 
to be correct. I therefore move for the 
adoption. Thank you, Sir. 

Mr C. Ene (Udi South): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to second the Motion for 
the adoption of our Votes and Proceedings 
of Tuesday 22"ct March, 2005. Thank you, 
Sir. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 22nd 

March, 2005 accordingly adopted. 

... 
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ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS OF THE 
GOVERNMENTOFENUGUSTATE 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST 
DECEMBER, 1996, TOGETHER 

WITH THE FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS OF THE AUDITOR­

GENERAL THEREON 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, I 
received this document from the Auditor­
General of Enugu State and it reads: 

The submission of the Auditor­
General's Report on the Enugu State 
Annual Account for 1996 and Financial 
Statement as at 31 st December, I 996 to the 
Enugu State House of Assembly . In 
accordance with Section 125 sub-section 
(v) of the Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, I hereby submit my 
Report on the Annual Accounts of Enugu 
State 1996 and the Financial Statement as 
at 31 st December, 1996 for the 
consideration ofthis honourable House . 

Mr J.C. Obidinma (Oji River) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, we do not have copies of this 
Annual Account from the Auditor-General. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, I 
sincerely believe that the Annual Repo'rt is 
not supposed to go round the 24 hon. 
Members. If you look at the Constitution of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999, 
Section 125 sub-section (v), it is very very 
clear. 

./ 

Several hon. Members: What does that 
Section ofthe Constitution say? 

Mr Speaker: For thorough job and to 
ensure full participation of every hon. 

Member of this honourable House, what the 
hon. Member for Oji River (Mr Obidinma) 
said is correct. We have to look into it. Let 
us not talk about that again. Based on the 
above, we refer this Annual Accounts to the 
House Committee on Public Accounts. This 
is very simple. For the purpose of carrying 
everybody along, we are going to make 
copies for distribution to every hon. 
Member. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): 
Observation; Mr Speaker, Sir. 

Mr Speaker: What is your observation? 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, you 
have just pointed out correctly because the 
Rule of the House states that before a 
Report is said to be adopted by the House, 
Members of the House must have gotten a 
copy of such Report. It is only after the 
adoption by the House that the hon Speaker 
now has the powers to refer it to the 
appropriate Committee. Apart from these 
facts , you know also that this is a very 
important financial document. I believe that 
the best thing that is appropriate for us now 
is to first accept the Annual Accounts. We 
will like to be briefed correctly on the 
Annual Accounts because by 1996 there 
was no House of Assembly. If we are 
appropriately briefed, we will not be 
making mistakes. I believe that the most 
appropriate thing is for us to adopt the 
Annual Account pending further 
clarifications on our legislative powers to 
adopt the Annual Accounts as audited by 
the Auditor-General. 

Mr Speaker: Okay! Can I say 
something? I am aware that most often 
when the message from 'His Excellency, the 
Governor of Enugu State comes it is not 

12 15 

0· 



.. 
2431 Enugu State House ofAssembly Debates 

24 March, 2005 
2432 

distributed to the hon. Members before we 
begin its consideration. (Interruption.~). 

Order! I think that what we will do is to 
first of all accept the document before the 
House. I think that the best thing we can do 
at this point in time is to receive the 
document because this is a working 
document. We also have to refer to the 
Rules and Constitution of the Federal 
Republic ofN igeria 1999 Section 125 sub­
section (v) and I read: 

The Auditor-General for a Stale 
shall within ninety days of receipt 
of the Accountant-General 's 
financial statement and annual 
accounts ol the State, submit his 
report to the House ofAssembly ol 
the State and the House shall cause 
the report to be considered by o 
Committee ol .. the House 
re.sponsiblefor public accounts. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, see the 
implication there, I am happy you read the 
Section of the Constitution which says 
within ninety days and shall submit annual 

st accounts. You cannot say that 3 1· 
December, 1996 is an annual account to be 
adopted by 2005. What we are saying is 
that there is contradiction. We need to have 
more clarification. We do not receive 
government document like that; it does not 
amount to that. I am saying that we should 
seek for more clarification. 

Mr Speaker: O.K! The Leader of the 
House wants to explain more . 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker, I 
think that there is a formal procedure by 
which Messages come here and are treated. 
I believe that whenever a Message comes 
here it has to be accepted first. It is an 
acceptance, unless the Deputy Leader (Mr 

Anikwe) is suggesting that the Message 
should be thrown away. It is an acceptance 
and after the acceptance, the!1 debate will 
continue on it. 

Deputy Leader: I do not know whether 
the hon. Leader appreciated what I am 
saying. What we are asking is: has this 
J-louse the legitimate right to accept a 
document of 1996? 

Mr Speaker: Yes, of course we have. 
(Interruptions). 

Deputy Leader: As annual accounts? 

Mr Speaker: The Deputy Leader 
should please sit down . As far as l am 
concerned, this House of Assembly has the 
right to look into documents as _far back as 
it concerns Enugu State whether it was 
1994, 1884, as far as Enugu State is 
concerned and as far as it is, a working 
document. · 

Deputy Leader: Question! Mr Speaker, 
please that Section 5 of 125 says within 
ninety days an annual account. In yo ur own 
consideration, do you think that this is an 
annual account within ninety days? 

Mr Speaker: O.K. Let me tell the 
Deputy Leader something, if he read that 
document very well, the Section says that 
the Auditor-General should submit to the 
House within ninety days ol receipt of the 
Accountant-General's fl.nancicd statement 
and annual account <~f the State. · So, I am 

. sure that the Auditor-General is trying to 
comply with that Section · of the 
Constitution; that is why he is brining it 
now. 
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Mr M .N. Onyeze (lgbo-Eze North 1): 
Mr Speaker, I feel that this is a very vital 
document. It is about financial accounts; all 
the Members should have the full 
knowledge of the content so as to make 
their contributions, the observation is not 
left for the House Committee alone. 
(Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Information! Just 
info rmation! You see, you people are just 
trying to jump the gun; you are jumping the 
gun. We are not adopting this for Christ 
sake; we are not adopting the document, 
the idea of reading this document is just for 
us to look into it. And this is why we have 
to bring it into the Order Paper so that I 
will read it before the House. 
(Interruptions). 

Please excuse me. The Deputy Leader 
should let us not confuse ourselves. The 
mere fact that we accept the document for 
consideration does not necessary mean that 
we have adopted the Report of the Auditor­
General of the State. (Jnterruptiom). 

Mr J, Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, it has to be committed to the 
House Committee on Public Accounts. We 
must accept it before committing it to the 
House Committee on Public Accounts .... 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for Oji 
River (Mr Obidinma) should understand 
that we have to comply with the 
Constitutional Provision. I did not prepare 
this document, I saw it and they quoted the 
Section. What I am saying is .that we ought 
to agree that this is going to be our working 
document. It is the duty of the House 
Committee on Public Accounts because 

they are going to report back to the House 
their findings .. . . (Interruptions) 

Mr Obidinma: No 1 No 1 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for Oji 
River (Mr Obidinma) can say no or yes but 
by the time they might have reported back 
he will be fully armed. 

Mr Obidinma: How are we go ing to be 
full y armed? 

Mr Speaker: I said, yo u are going to 
have the copies of the documents. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo)- Mr Speaker, I 
wa nt to agree with the fact that it is possible 
that we can accept the document even 
without statement and make our 
contributions thereafter when it would have 
been circulated. But what I will like to seek 
clarification is what is spectacular about 
1996 being a constitutional provision on 
something that ordinarily have to be done 
annually? How come about 1996? ... 
(!nterruption.s) 

Mr Speaker: Please, just wait. I think I 
agree with the Chief Whip because if 
somebody said that we should not discuss 
thi s matter until it is distributed, I will say it 
is all correct. but the point he is trying to 
niake now is that hch"' I wish that this 
document says 1996 to date. 
(!nterruption.s) 

Order! Order! Honourable Colleagues, 
let us not over-flog this issue. As I believe 
that they said annual account, the 
Constitution as far as I am concerned did 
not say that it must be that year. They said 
annual accounts, and I still believe that 
what we do is that we should treat these 
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things as they come. If by the end of today 
they say that they are brining annual 
account for 1999, 200 I, 2002, 2003 we can 
still treat them and go ahead. I believe that 
that was the reason because I know that 
during the military era these things were 
not in place. They were not doing · it 
because they have no cause to report to 
anybody. It is because of democracy that 
we now try to observe Constitutional 
prOVISIOn. 

Deputy Leader: Further observat ion! If 
yoLi can understand me clearly, I am pretty 
sure that by 1996 the present 
administration was never in government; it 
was under military era and for us now to 
adopt annual accounts of the military era·· 
without further clarification is an aberration 
of the hon. Members .... (Jnterruption.s) . 

Mr Speaket·: I do not know why the 
Deputy Leader is confusing himself W'e 
are not adopting the report 
(Interruption!)) 

Deputy Leader: No' No! We are not 
even accepti ng it without further 
cla rificati on. The military era has its 
accounts audited and given to us and we 
are hon . Members elected and we are going 
to accept military accounts of 1996. 

Mr Speaker: I wonder! I wonder] 
think it is very funny to hear this kind of a 
thing, because we have been working on 
the Edict prepared by the m i I itary and 
i1obody has said no and the Deputy Leader 
never raised any argument that these Edicts 
were il1ade by the Military Government 
and that there was no way we should 
observe it and we have been observing 
Ed icts made by the Military Government. 

Mr C. Ugwu (En ugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, this is a very si mple matter. It is a 
document before the House. What we are 
going to do is first of all accept it as a 
working document and commit it to the 
Public Accounts-Committee. It is the duty 
of the Committee to circulate it to its 
Members and the Members of the House 
and other things will lollow, may be debate 
or discussion will be later. Mr Speaker, I 
move for the acceptance of the document as 
working document for the House. 

Mr Speaker: So, let the document first 
of all go to the Table. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker, 
have risen to second the Motion that the 

document be accepted lor consideration. 
Thank you . 

Question put and ogreed to : 

The Report accordingly accepted for 
consideration. 

Mr Speaker: The Report from the 
Auditor-General subj ect to Section 125 
sub-sect ion 5 of 1999 Constituti on of this 
country is now referred to the House 
Comm ittee of Public Accounts for detailed 
auditing. I would like the Chairman to 
I iaise with the Clerk of the House to make 
copies of this Report available to every 
Member so that any doubt can be 
forwarded to the Comm i ttec to enable it do 
a good job. Because of the nature and 
financial involvement, we can allow the 
Committee, may be, six wee.ks to repoi1 
back . 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Appreciation 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, I 
wish to express my happiness to this 
honourable House , especially to the Deputy 
Speaker for the able way and manner the 
previous proceedings took place. I was 
briefed and I saw it on the television. I am 
elevated and I am very happy and I say: 
more grease to your elhows. I thank you 
for such co-operation . When I was 
watching the television I saw everybody 
that was present and the way and manner 
they spoke. Let us hope that we continue to 
increase from strength to strength . Thank 
you very much and may Goq continue to 
bless all of us. 

Meeting 

We will meet in my office on the rising 
.of the House. This might be our last sitting 
before the Easter celebration. I wish to 
express my happiness first of all to 
Almighty God for keeping us alive till 
today. And also I thank every one of you 
for the way and manner we have been 
working like brothers and sisters up till 
today and I do hope that Almighty God 
will keep us and provide all the logistics 
that is needed to make everybody happy. 
At this juncture I wish you a very 
wonderful Easter celebration. 

Wedding 

You are aware that one of our 
Colleagues o/111 be wedding on Easter 
Monday, 28 111 March, 2005, that is thi s 
month . Please, let us regard this wedding as 
our wedding; let us play our role to ensure 
the success ofthis wedding. 

More importantly, we are expecting our 
Colleagues from other States and we have 
to make sure that we give them the best we 
can to make them feel happy. I am aware 
that there is a Committee of Friends, but we 
will go beyond the level of Committee of 
Friends. We have to be more committed to 
ensure the success of this wedding. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I now move 
that this House do now adjourn till 
Thursday the i 11 clay of April, 2005 at 
IOa.m. 

Deputy Leadc1· (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
as moved by the hon . Leader o of the 
House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this House do now 
adjourn till Thursday i 11 April, 2005 at 
IOa.m. 

;l djourned accordingly at l2.2 7p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday. 7'11 April, 2005 

The House mel at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(M r Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 65 of 24th 
March, 2005 are before us. I have gone 
through them and found them to be correct. 
However, I call for your comments. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of our last 
sitt ing and to the best of my knowledge 
they are actually correct recordii1gs of the 
proceedings of our last sitting. I, therefore, 
move for the adoption. Thank you. 

Mr D. A. Anih (Enugu South 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second that 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to . 

Votes and Proceedings No. 65 ol 24'" 
March, 2005 accordingly adopted 

·' 

ORDERS OF THEDA Y 

Report from the Rules and 
Business Committee on the 
Review of the Anamb ra State 
Standing Orders 1980, Adopted 
by the Enugu State House of 
Assembly. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Report from Rules 
and Business Committee on the Review of 
the Standing Orders of old Anambra State 
House of Assembl y. 1980, adopted by the . 
Enugu State House or Assemb ly. 

The Rules and Business Committee was 
mandated by the House on Thursday 9th 
October, 2003 to review the Standing 
Orders of the old Anambra State House of 
Assembly, 1980, adopted by the House. 

The Committee brainsto rmed and made 
some additions and deleted so me Rules, 
after critically go ing through the work . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, please find attached, 
our detailed Report on the subject matter. 

We must say however, that the work 
was very rewarding and challenging. Also 
the Com mittee wants to use thi s medium to 
express our unalloyed gratitude to the 
House for this wonderful opportunity to 
render services to our State. We are equally 
grateful to the Speaker for providing us this 
opportunity to do this very important work 
and the entire staff of this House including 
the Clerk and his colleagues, and all those 
who contributed in many ways in making 
sure that this Report is now before this 
honourable House for consideration. Thank 
you. 

1220 



En u_f!,u State Hou.1·e njA.I'semhlp Dehates 
7 April, 1005 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, I have 
risen to move that the Report from the 
House Committee on Rules and Business 
on the Standing Orders of this honourable 
House just presented to the House by the 
Leader be accepted for stud y and possible 
passage on a later date to be determined by 
the Rules and Business Committee of the 
House. Thank you. 

Mr C.O. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second that Motion 
as moved by the Deputy leader. 

Question put and agreed to . 

Report .fi-om Commillee on Rules and 
Business on the Review olthe old Anambro 
State Standing Orders I 980, odopted hy the 
House occordingly occepted for 
consideration on a lofer dote. 

THE ENUGU STATE HEALTH 
DELIVERY SYSTEM BILL 

NO.1, 2005 

A Bill to prov ide for Health Services 
Delivery, Establishment and Management 
of Enugu State District Health System, the 
Registration and Inspection of Health 
Institutions and other matters connected 
therewith. 

ORDER FOR SECOND 
READING READ 

Leade1· (Mr Anichukwu): Mr Speaker 
Sir, I have ri sen to open debate on this Bill. 
The B iII was earlier stepped down on the 
ground t!1-at the documents quoted must be 
attached and I am happy members had 
enough time to com pare and contrast. .Just 

as chapter sixty three of the Bill under 
refe rence for the filling because it talked 
about pounds, shillings and pence. That 
was 1963 immediately after Independence . 
And the second and third Bill _just talking 
about edict which under democratic set up 
should not be. So, Mr Speaker, this Bill 
seeks to extend for us to establish because 
the state government has already carried 
out effective programmes on health care 
delivery to the door step or everyone in 
Enugu State. And this Bill principally seeks 
to establish a district health system which 
simr:>ly means a health system estab lished 
to provide for health care services in the 
state and at the same time, the 
establishment of health system authority. It 
is one thing to make a poli cy and another to 
ensure it is executed. 

So, Mr Speaker, Sir, the pro.spects 
attached to it cannot be over-emphasised 

. because when you talk of health district, it 
means that anywhere in the part of the state 
is entitled to health care delivery and health 
ca re se rvices. Not on ly that the health 
system is being established, it will also be 
evenly distributed at all the three political 
zones of the state. It is not centralized at the 
urban areas because great majority of the 

' populace live in the rural are'as. So it will 
be established in the old scveJiteen local 
gove rnments and and area of co've rage has 
~een well designed that you can only go to 
the next available health centre in your 
locality and obtain se rvices. 

·122 1 

Mr Speaker, Sir, also one good thing 
about this Bill is that the initial 
management of the health system is 
actually drawn from those who are already 
in the system because the established units 
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is not the issue but the cost impli cati ons or· 
running it. So, at the initial stage, all th e 
hea lth personne l in Enu gu State Health 
Management System (M ini stry of Heal th) 
will ini tiall y man thi s di strict because when 
there is a newly established something, it 
needs experienced hands to ensure that the 
aims and obj ectives are being fo ll owed. 

Mr Speaker, when yo u talk of the 
financial im pli ca ti on or how it is go ing to 
be run , yo u see that it is almost cost free 
and government that is already loaded with 
deve lopmental acti viti es in the State 
because if yo u check Section 22(4)(c) you 
wi II see that there is go ing to be set up 
plans and programm es, a kind of se lf­
susta 111111 g system where there is 
supervision laid alread y. Yo u know hea lth 
system is very expensive anywhere in the 
wo rld and in thi s State fo r the programme 
to be very effective thi s section has just 
outlined the avenues through which the 
system wi ll be susta ined . 

Yo u know that there are many peo pl e 
who love heal th who can on their own in 
additi on to the attracti ons or other donor 
age ncies who will be willing to fa cilitate 
hea lth se rvices. There are indi viduals who 
are st ill willing to do whatever they can to 
make sure that the li ves of the peop le 
through the programmes of the state is 
carri ed fo rward . Mr Speaker, if yo u see 
page 14(23 )c, because when a system iR 
establ ished and it is go ing to be very 
effective we have to itemise the rul es 
because this time aro un d, the users wi ll 
have their ri ght and the practitioners wi ll 
have th~ ir ri ght because I remember that 
thi s House sometime ago did pass the Bill 
on HI V/AIDS infec ted and affec ted . The 

primary aim of that Bill was to make sure 
that nobody shoul d be de ni ed treatment on 
hea lth statu s. 

I do not know whether everybody in the 
State understands that thi s thing was not 
mainly made for U.N.T.H. , Park Lane 
hospital or other govemment hospital s. 
Even under thi s distri ct hea lth system it is 
stated so that if yo u are in the vill age and 
you are sick, yo u are entitled to ta ke health 
ca re deli very, free from discrimination at 
any level. So, Mr Speaker, although any 
programme being implemented must have a 
lot of advantages, I like when we talk of 
employment like I did · say, the initial 
manpower in the State is drawn from the 
a lready ex isting Mini stry bu t that not 
withstanding, there is an opportunity 
created in thi s Bill so th at some of our 
peopl e who have gotten the hea lth care 
training at va ri ous leve ls will be 
accommodated because in va ri abl y the 
init ia l manpower ca nnot cove r all these . 

So, there is a prov ision that at least three 
persons will be drawn from each 
community whi ch the Hea lth Centre 
Services covers. In whi ch case some of our 
men and women in the state who have 
acq uired special pro fess ional training in 
hea lth care will be give n the opportunity to 
serve the nation at a reasonable capacity. If 
yo u get to Section 14, yo u will see the 
!_.un ct ion of the authori ty, I mean the aims 
and obj ecti ves. At page 8, Sect ion 14 thi s is 
where yo u have the obj ectives of the 
authority. Thi s Bill has ac tucill y' taken care 
of the basic needs of not only our rural 
communities but al so those of the people 
res ident in the urban cities. 

I }}} 
1---

'-



/ 

2445 [nztgzt Slate !-louse njAssemhly Dehale.1· 
7 April. }(){)j 

2446 

Mt- Speake•-: l:xcuse me, did the 
Leader say Section 14') 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I mean 
Section IS as retlected in my own copy. 
Excuse me, Mr Speaker kindl y allow me to 
take a better look. Sorry Mr Speaker Sir. 
this Bill is <l little bit vo luminous. I am 
sorry if I have given wrong information 
that has misled the House. So; Mr Speaker, 
that is where you wi II get the aims and 
objectives. I do not think that there is time 
for us to go through them one a lter the 
oth er except when we have need to make 
reference. The most important thing is to 
make sure that no policy o l· this nature can 
take place without having the aims and 
objectives, although I am convinced that by 
now my hon. Co ll eagues have gone 
through the B iII and a I so have seen the 
prospects attached to the Bill. What is left 
{'(.)('the House is to make our contributions 
towards making sme that Enugu State 
enjoys effective hea lth care delivery 
through this well articulated programmes 
of Enugu State government. 

This is why I am urging my hon. 
Colleagues to pleDse give this Bill <I 

positive attent ion and accelerated 
consideration , so that sooner or later thi s 
House will once again have their names 
written in gold thmugh the lips of the 
peop le we represe nt f·(.) r giving thi s Bill a 
favourable passage. So that, once again . 
we normall y say in En ugu State to God be 
the Glory. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve) : Thank 
you, Mr Speaker Sir, I have risen to make 
my own c0;1tributions to the Bill just before 

' the House . Mr Speaker Sir, yo u will 

undersco re the over riding essence of this 
Bill when one appreciates the fact that there 
is nothing to compare with life. There is 
nothi ng to compare with health. The over 
riding general belief is that hea lth is wea lth. 
When we say that health is wealth we mean 
a collective aspect of health system, a 
l'unctional health system in place, a 
practical health system in place, a health 
system that wi II originate from the grass 
root to the local government areas and from 
there up to the States. Th is is the 
intend ment of this f3ill. 

This Bill is primarily intended to 
decentralize the management and otherwise 
o l-' ou r health instituti ons, !'rom what it used 
to be originally. We had three Bills that this 
current Bill is seeking to repel. We 
apprec iate the fact that most of these Bills 
have become obsolete, anachronistic and 
austere, in the sense that one man will be at 
the' State managing a health institution. For 
instance, I can menti on of a place, if you 
allow me, Mr Speaker to mention it. Some 
places like Okpanku or some places like 
Ogu logu Olo in Ezeagu Local Government 
Area. 

Yo u can undersco re ho w a health system 
that is haphazardl y done or that is hijacked 
at the State level can be in a better position 
to appreciate the need and f~1cts ·of the 
peop le. So Mr Speaker, Sir, thi s Bill is 
intended to make it possible: if for instance 
there is the possibility of establishing a 
Di strict Health Institution and Services at 
the grass root level. It simply means if 
drugs are to be shifted to this Enugu State 
there will be somebody that should be 
acco untable, and there wi II be somebody 
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that will be in position of manag ing those 
drugs. 

The era of leaving most of our doctors 
that are now diverting most of the health 
facilities to their private clinics will come 
to an end with the establishment of this 
Bill. There are members of the 
commun1t1es who are automatically 
members of this Health District centers 
who will now be accountable for all these 
health facilities and amenities that ha ve 
been coming to them. We should 
understand also the need for our Cottage 
Ho'spitals that today we have so me of them 
very epileptic in terms of se rvices and 
what-so-e ver. You could be seeing these 
drugs already existing on paper at the State 
levels but not shifted to these areas. When 
yo u come to practical aspect, yo u will not 
see an y ol· these drugs. What must have 
happened to them, if yo u go further you 
will undersco re that most of the people that 
we ca II the state ofticers or this and that 
have actually diverted he drugs to their 
own personal use . 

Also Mr Speaker, ir yo u go down to the 
genera I merits and demerits of the B iII, and 
we now go down also to the actual of this 
Bill , you will have a kind of managerial 
system and an advent or i·inancial system 
management. There yo u can nnw talk ol' i r 
forty milli on naira is voted t'nr any Health 
Institution or l(.)r an y District Health 
Estab l ishmenl there wi II not be close 
monitoring of both the release, the 
implementation , and otherwise of such 
funds. So the issue wi II not be that the 
governmen ~ has budgeted severa l millions 
and relea ~ed such things without them 

comi ng clown to the a1·cas they were meant 
to serve. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, by the time we go into 
the details of the various Sections of the 
liill and other things, one may have the 
oppmtunity to talk on the areas of Local 
Gove rnment and Community participation 
in these Health Establishments. 

So, Mr Speaker, also by the Lime we go 
into the details ol· the Sections and other 
things where you h<lve the area of Local 
Covcrnments and Commun ities' 
participations in this establishment, it is 
un ly talking primaril y that there shou ld be a 
co-ope rative; a consolidative~ a 
co ll aborative relati o n ship ~ action and 
management among the communit ies, the 
local governments ~111d the Stale. And that it 
is alsu implied that i l'uur health institutions 
have connived or are being affected in one 
reason or the other the same co-operative, 
co llaborative and consolidative 
arrangement will equally handle such 
dilapidation or something like that. 

Mr Speaker, I think this Bill intends to 
close-up the lacuna in ou1" health 
institutions and ha za rcl s a nc.l wha L I· called 
Lhe ' .!umbo Limbo ' or our health system 
before and that is vvhat this Bill is trying to 
c lose-up and block , so that we have a 
centra I ized system that wi II be se lf­
accou nting~ that will be se lf-determined ; 
that will be co-operative so that we should 
have such kind ol'.joining force, that is, the 
joi ning force among the communities, local 
gove rnments and St<1tc so that they will be 
see ing themselves as partners in progress in 
uur health inst itutiuns. It is on the strength 
ul' this, Mr Speaker, that I call on my hon. 
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Col leagues to give this Bill the desired 
passage and consideration at the 
appropriate time. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Leader·(Mr !l nichukwu)' Mr Speaker, 
hon . Colleagues, may I move at this 
junctur0t that further debate on this very 
imporfant Bill be deferred to a later date to . 
be determined by the House Committee on 
Rules and Business. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, I stand to 
seco nd the Motion as moved by the hon. 
l~eader or thi s House . 

Quest ion put and agreed to . 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Visit 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee on 
Youths and Sports wi II visit ·Rangers 
Management Corporation on Wednesday, 
13111 April, 2005 by I Oa .. m. and also the 
Comm ittee will vis it Ministry of Youths 
and Sports on the same day at 2p.m. Take­
oiT ve nue is at the Enugu State House of 
Assembly, Independence Layout, Enugu, 
this was signed by the Chairman of the 
Committee on Youths and Sports. 

Meeting 

We meet on the rising of the House 111 
my office . 

Welcomt' 

. . ' 
I w1sh to we lcome yo u back honi yo ur 

Es tl :r BreaL I do hope that a', , ' · us wi II 
take the · business ol' the House very 

ser iously. I welcome yo u back and I wish 
yo u ve ry beautiful and successfully 
deliberat ions si nee we have resumed today. 
We have a lot of assignments which ar.e 
lying in the House and without you r co­
operation we may lind it cliflicult to get all 
those assignments so rted out. So, I once 
more appeal for yo ur co-operation. Thank 
yo u. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, my hon. Members, 
may I move that thi s !-:louse do now adjo urn 
till Tuesday, 12th April, 2005 at IOa .m. 

Ch ief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, 
have risen to second the Motion for 
Adjo urnment as moved by the I ,eader of 
th is House and in doing same, I wish to 
since rely thank the Speaker, the Members 
of the Enugu State House of Assembly, the 
Cle rk of the House, the Clerks-at-Table and 
the entire staff of the Assembly more 
especially the Protocol Unit of this House 
for the way and 1'nanner they have 
supported, honoured and graced my 
wedding that was conducted Oil Monday, 
28111 March, 2005. I want to thank everyone 
of yo u for the way you really assisted and 
not _just to attend but the support and co­
operation you ha ve given me and the 
people that have come l'rom outside and 
within Enugu State. Thank yo u, ve ry much. 

, Question put and ogreed to. 

; Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, f2t11 April, 2005 at 
I 0<1. m. prompt. 

. Adjourn ·d (!(;COrdiJ?g!y at 1. np.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday , 28117 April, 2005 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourabl e 
Colleagues, we have before us, our 
Votes and Proceedings No. 71, dated 
Tuesday 26th April , 2005. I have gone 
through them and found them to be 
correct. However, I call for your 
comments. 

Leader (Mr Anichukvvu): Mr 
Speaker, I have gone through the V 0tes 
and Proceedings of Tuesday, 26th ApriL 
2005. I wish to draw the attention of Mr 
Speaker to the Votes and Proceeclinr' '' 
and want some corrections to be made. 

Mr Speaker, when the House hac! 
resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House to consider a Report of a 
Committee which had the mandate of M r 
Speaker to rev iew a Bill or something ol· 
that nature, I think that if an·/ 
amendment is made, I do not believe that 
it is proper that any individual should be 
ctedited to the amendment because the 
Committee work is a collective 
responSibility.· 

If you check through page 2 of the 
<l mendments proposed, it was credited to 
an individual. If you go to page 5, the 
amendment bears the name of my good 
friend and the hon . Member for lgboetiti 
West (Mr Nnadi). I will not be surprised 
if he gets up and says that he did not 
make that comment. So, I think that this 
is a vital issue that has to be treated once 
and for all so that if there is any 
consideration in a Committee, no 
indi vidual should be credited as having 
cl one that. 

Mr Speaker: Does the hon. Member 
for lgboetiti West (Mr Nnadi) know what 
the Leader is talking about? 

Mr A.Nnadi (lgbo Etiti West): I do 
not know, Sir. 

Mr Speaker: Just get back to page 5 
of the votes and proceedings, the long 
Title, where it says : amendment 
proposed after the word and to delete the 
word other malfers connected therewith 
ond word insert the words for the 
nwffers connecled with the foregoing 

Then, it was credited to the hon. 
member for , Igbo Etiti West (Mr Nnadi) 
as somebody who made the amendment. 
Did the Chief Whip (Mr Odo) see what I 
'-' ;-,-. talking about? Have you all seen 
what I am talking about and -.what are 
your views about it? His contention is 
that if a bill is sent to a Committee, the 
Committee will be reporting out, not an 
.individual. There is no way one can 
..; pread the amendments actoss the 
men1bers of the Committee. It is 
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acceptable. That is what the leader (.Mr 
Anichuhvu) is saying and it is correct by 
me. Probably the person in question does 
not know that such a thing was credited 
to him. You do not do it just because you 
want to spread it across the board. What 
we do in a situation like that, is that 
whatever amendment that was made by 
the Committee should be credited to the 
Committee. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo) : Let me 
observe something. 1 think that your 
observation is in order, but what 1 am 
saying is that there is nothing wrong, if 
somebody proposed and his name 
appears, it does not follow. 

Mr Speaker: How do you determine 
who said something and who did not say 
something? Like the hon. Member fo r 
Udi South (Mrs Eneh) said : that even the 
name of the Member for Udi NOJih (Mr 
Njeze) that appeared here, never showed 
up in what they did. Now how come that 
his name appeared as having proposed 
an amendment? 

Chief Whip: I think the whole thing 
is lopsided in a way. They are reporting 
it as if is a Report from the Committee . 
This is Votes and Proceedings of the 
House, so even if the Committee had 
made some amendments while sitting, 
that thing should come as a proceeding 
of the meeting of that Committee and 
should not even be reflected in the Votes 
and Proceedings . 

So, what is reflecting here is the 
amendment as it is formed as at the time 
the House was in a General Session. 
What I am saying is that if the House is 
in a Committee of the Whole House, and 
in the course of examining the Bill, 
somebody puts up an amendment, that is 
.when it should now come up in the Votes 
·and Proceedings. 

Mr Speaker: That is what I am 
saying' But in thi s case, from what I 
di scovered, they just shared the 
amendments proposed at the Committee 
level across all the Members of the 
Committee . 

Chief Whip : Even if that is true, the 
amendments made should not appear in 
the Committee of the Whole House. The 
Committee will then present it as a 
Report duly signed and distributed, after 
which it is assumed that the Committee 
had handed over the Report to the entire 
House. So, in examining it, the Report 
that should come under the Votes and 
Proceedings should be the Report made 
as at the time of considering the Bill. 

Mr Speaker: What the Member for 
lgbo Etiti East (Mr Odo) is saying is 
correct and what personally I am saying 
is that at the time the Committee's report 
was sent to the House, it is still the 
Committee 's report. The moment it is 
accepted by the House, it is now the 
document at the House. It is no longer 
the Committee's document. If there · is a 
contrary view of anybody proposing an 
amendment. at that point in time, his 
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name should appear as the person wL) 
proposed that amendment. Not when the 
Committee sends in the;r 
recommendations to the House, then the 
amendments made by the committe~ : 

their own level will now be distribHl.f·. ! 
among the Members of the Commil.tec..: 
on the Floor of the House. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve). Mr 
Speaker, I believe what yo u observed, to 
a great extent, is in order and if you looi, 
at the other side, the person that macL: 
the Votes and Proceedings was trying t•.' 
say for instance . . . The House ·:·f 
Assembly of Enugu State could nc. ! 
appear, as a name that amend it. May be 
they are trying to suggest here that 
somebody must have suggested for a1 , 
amendment. So what they are sayi n:.; 
here is that since a Committee wa-: 
assigned to that job and after a thorough 
job, a report was made unanimously, and 
then when the Bill was being treated, it 
was being treated along side with the 
Report and then in that Report , no 
individual was singled out as havint 
suggested an amendment in any of th<..: 
Sections. That is the contention that i ~ 

confronting us. 

At this point in time, my contribution 
is that since the writer is now trying to 
assign these observable amendments In 
the original Bill as contained in the 
Committee 's Report to somebody, to 
find out whether it is correct or not. I 
believe that these amendments are 
observ~d as carried out by the House and 
then it is trying to say now th?i 

somebody can be initialed as having 
suggested that idea. 

Mr Speaker: Please, for Christ sake, 
do not agree on the issue of taking 

amendment across the board. Let me tell 
you why: tomorrow somebody could go 
to court and somebody at that point in 
time who is quoted to have made 
contributions could be called upon to 
defend that particular statement; when 
the person is called upon and he does not 
know what to do, I do not know how we 
are going to follow it. 

Deputy Leader (Mr A nikwe): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I suggest at this point in 
time that we delete the names attached in 
all these Sections and we have it as 
amendments carried out by the House. I 
am moving that in the Votes and 
Proceedings a! I the names attached, as 
having suggested for these amendments, 
be deleted and then let it appear as 
having been explicitly and unanimously 
done by the Committee ofthe House. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
again, at that Committee there was no 
place were the Committee reported that 
an hon. Member said this or that. So we 
cannot associate ourselves to what we do 
not know. A day or two days ago the 
Chairman of the Committee presented 
the Report and that was what we are 
working on. 
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Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North !) : 
Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to Second the 
Motion. 

Question that all those names that 
appeared as those that proposed the 
Amendments be expunged, put and 
agreed to. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, with these 
amendments, duly reflected, may 1 move 
for the adoption of the Votes and 
Proceedings as amended. Thank you, 
Sir. 

Mrs C. Ene (Ud i South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to second the Motion 
as moved by the Leader. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings No. 7 J of' 
Tuesday 26117 April. 2005 accordingly 
adopted as amended 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

Consideration of the Report from the 
House Committee on Rules and 

Business on the Standing Orders of 
the Enugu State House of Assembly of 

Nigeria 

Leader (Mr Anichuhvu): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the Standing Orders have 
sufficiently been distributed to Members 
may I therefore move that thi s 
hono~!Tab l e House do now resolve itself 
into ·a Committee of the Whole House 
for the consideration of the Report on 
the Standing Orders of this House along-

side the adopted Draft Standing Orders. 
Thank you, .S ir. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
stand to second the Motion. 

Question put and negatived 
(Prolonged Interruptions). · 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues 
the Standing Orders of this House can 
never and will never be done in a hurry. I 
am aware that majority of the House are 
not having the documents here, and there 
is no point rushing because this Standing 
Order is not going to be changed 
tomorrow. Therefore, we may at this 
point in time, leave discussions to a later 
date to enable bon. Members come to the 
Chambers with al l documents that will 
enable them contribute effectively 
whenever the discussion comes up. 

l therefore request that somebody 
should now move a Motion for the 
stepping down of item No. 4 slated for 
discussion. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker Sir, there is a Motion on the 
Floor already and it is better for the 
Leader to withdraw his earlier Motion. 

Mr Speaker: Does the hon. Member 
for Enugu East II (Mr Ugwu) know that 
that Motion was seconded by the Deputy 
Speaker (Mr Atigwe) (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: O.K. Honourable 
Co ll eagues, now that a Motion has been 
moved and it negatived I suggest that an 
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hon. Member should move a counter 
Motion. (Interrupti om) . 

Mr Speaker: If that is not okayed b:·, 
the House we go into Division. 

An hon. Member: Mr Speaker, S :;, 

that will be very dangerous for ·1. ; 

(Prolonged Laughter) . 

Mr Speaker: HonourabJ ; 
Colleagues, you said that it is going tt) 

be dangerous, okay, gentlemen the Noes 
have it. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Inauguration 

Mr Speaker: Honourabl:..· 
Colleagues, the House Committee on 
Special Duties will be having th,'J' 
inaugural meeting on the rising of tl1 e 

th House today, 28 April, 2005 at the 
Chairman 's office, Room 13. lt wa:.; 
signed by hon . (Mrs) Nnamani Eclii, 
Chairman, House Committee on Specis\ 
Duties. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Anichukvvu) : Mr 
Speaker, may I move that this House do 
now adjourn till Thursday, 5th May, 
2005. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II) : Mr 
Speaker, I felt that we should not be 
adjourning till 1 Oa.m. since we do not 
resum~ " by IOa.m. because we are not 
time conscious, it is better we make it 
we] l . .. (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: Order! Please just 
second the Motion until we finish our 
Standing Order. 

Mr Ugwu : No! No! 

Mr Speaker: Just second the Motion, 
you are my Colleague; you are my 
Friend. 

Mr Ugwu: No! I do not like it. 
(Jnterruption.s). 

Mr Speaker: Okay; what time do you 
want us to adjourn? 

Mr Ugwu: 11 a.m. or 12 noon. 

Mr Speaker: Do not worry! Do not 
worry! We can look into that. Okay, can 
you now be coming by 1 Oa.m. 

Mr Ugwu: Do you come by IOa.m.? 

Mr Speaker: Yes, I am always here. 
If I come here by 9.30a.m. you will 
discover that we will stay here without 
having enough Members until after 
sometime. After all, I am not doing 
anything every morning; I do not have 
anything doing. If you want Lis to adjourn 
by 9a.m. I am sure that I can be here by 
9a.m. 

Mr Ugwu: Adjourn by 9a.m; we can 
make it. 

Mr Speaker: Okay; when we amend 
the Standing Order we can be adjourning 
at 9a.rh. or we can choose to adjourn at 
J 0 o'clock. 
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Mr Ugwu : On this, Mr Speaker, I 
second the Motion. 

An hon. Member: On what? 

Mr Ugwu: J second the Motion on 
adjournment of this House till 1 Oa.m. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, while supporting the Motion 
for adjournment, J am of the opinion that 
the hon . Leader should equip us with the 
Calendar of the House so that we may 
know the time and date some Bills are 
coming up. Some people might have 
forgotten some of these things but this is 
my prayer. I mean it, that is why I am 
speaking on Motion on adjournment. 
And when we are saying by 1 Oa.m. it 
can be any time but when we say at 
1 Oa.m. the sitting is at exactly 1 Oa.m. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, before I put the Question , 
the Deputy Speaker raised up an 
important issue . Let us have an idea · 
because the moment the people are 
aware of the item that is coming up in 
the Order Paper, they are always 
prepared. I am surprised this morning 
that somebody like the bon. Member for 
lgbo-Eze North I (Mr Onyeze) who is 
one of the power houses we have here, 
opposed the debate on the discussion of 
this matter. l am sure that many of us 
were not aware that this item is coming 
up until this morning. So, please, the 
Clerks-at-Table or whoever has that 
schedule should let us have the Time­
Table of the items outstanding and those 

that are going to appear before the 
House, to enable bon. Members come 
with the necessary documents. It is not 
the best practice when we have ten Bills 
and the ten Bills are for various sittings 
and everyday one carries the ten Bills to 
the Chambers because one does not 
know the one that is going to come up. 
Honourable Colleagues, 
(interruptions). 

Deputy Speaker: No! Is this thing 
you said going to appear in our in­
coming Votes and Proceedings? You 
s11ould reverse it to Announcement so 
that it will appear in our Votes and 
Proceedings. 

Mr Speaker: Okay, do not worry . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Thursday, 5111 May, 2005 at 
!Oa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.15p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NlGERIA 

Tuesday, 2n'" April, 2005 

The House mel at 10 o.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROYALOFYOTESANO 
PROCEEDINGS 

M ,- Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, we have before us are our 
Votes and Proceedings No. 70 of Friday 
22 11

d April, 2005. I have gone through 
them and found them to be very correcL 
however. I ca ll your comments. Thank 
yo u. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
through our Votes and Proceedings. I 
therefore move for their adoption. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): I have 
risen to second, the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings ol Fridav 
22"d April, 2005 accordingly adopted 

ORDER OF TI-m D/\ Y 

Report from House .Joint Committees 
on Health, Women Affairs, Special 
Duties, .Judiciat·y, Puhlic Petitions, 

Eth ics and privileges on the Bill for a 
Law to Prohibit and Abolish the 

Tradition, Custom and Cultm·e that 
Support Female Circumcis ion, 
Discrimination, Oppression and 

Suppression through Violence ot· any 
other means and for other Matters 
Connected with the Fot·egoing Bill 

No. 2, 2005 

Mr Speaker, Sir. it may interest you 
to note that the Comn1ittec sat severally 
pursuant to the assignment given to the 
.loint Committee otherwise known as 
Three-in-one. The <!hove mentioned Bill 
was comm itted to the .loint Co mmittee 
on Judiciary, 1-lc~llth . Women Affairs 
and Special duties l>y the hon. Speaker 
sometime ago for the purposes ol· giving 
it the most desired legislati ve rare Louch. 
In line with the l'mcgoing. the joint 
Com mittee spuiTed inlo action and 
dec ided to leave no slone unlurned. The 
Com mittee had several siLtings. public 
hearing, interviews and visitation s. 

During the public hearing, 
participants from ~Il l wa lk s nf life 
including the MinisLry ol' Women 
Affairs and Socia l Development, 
Women AID Collect ive (W !\COL), 
non-Government Organ isations, 
(NGO 's), Traditional Rulers. Nurses, 
Doctors and other stake-holders made 
Lhei r contributions, holh I'm cl nd against 
the f3ill on some certain Sccti\l nS and 
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that has actually informed the present 
stage of thi s Report after making some 
amendments by the Joint Committee. 
Kindly see the attached proposed 
amendments. 

Leader (Jvfr Anichukvvu). Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may l move that the 
Report as submitted by the relevant 
Committees on the Bill be accepted for 
immediate · consideration by thi s 
honourable House. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Ud i South): l beg to 
second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Report accordingly accepted for 
i1nmediate consideration in the 
Committee of'the Whole House. 

The Chairman : Let us suspend log 
title, citation and date of 
commencement. 

Section 2: (INTERPRETATION.) In 
I ine 1 5 after the word ofl to 
delete the words the female 
organs and to insert the words: 
in part or whole (~l the female 
genital organs j(Jrcejitlly. Then 
to delete the word or line 16: To 
delete the words j(Jrceji.dly 
inflic:Ling a mark on any other 
port olthe hody. 

Sectim1 2: INTERPRETATION- as 
amended, ordered to stand part 
of'the Bill. 

Section 3 (ESTAI~I , I SHMI·:NT OF 
STATE C'OMM ITTU ·: ON 
FEMALE Cii-': NDI--: R) -- ordered 
to stand pori u/fhe !Jill. 

Section 4 (MEMBI·<:RSH IP OF THE 
STATE COMMITTEL) ( l )(a-c) 
- ordered In slum! pori of' the 
Bill. 

Section 4( I )( d): to delete 4( I )( cl) 

Section 4(1 )(d) -- os mnended ordered to 
stand part oj'the /)if/. 

Sect ion 4(e) becomes -/(d) and 4(0 
becomes 4(e) . 

Section 4 (2)- ordered to swnd part of' 
the Bill. 

Section 5 to 13 - ordered to stand part 
oj'the Bill. 

Clause 14: (OFFFNC I~S) -

The Chairman: Delete 14 (o) and 
(h), thus: (c) bcc<>mes (o) and (a) 
becomes (c,O now becomes (h) and (e) 
now becomes (f) and (/) now becomes 
(d) and (g) now becomes (e) under the 
(o) now in line two delete trihal and 
insert cultural thus: To mutilote the 
genital organ of rt wom.t/11 or o girl in 
j(Jrm of' circumcision or reloted cultural . . 
marks. 

Clause 14 - (OFFLNCES)- ordered to 
stand part oj'the Bill. 

Clause 15(a) : PUNISHMr·:NT 
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The Chairman: In line one after the 
delete offices and insert offences, then in 
line two delete 15 (a) and insert 14(a) -
(e). Thus: Any person who commits any 
of the offences mentioned in Section 
1-l(a) to (e) above shall be liable on 
conviction to imprisonment for 2 years 
or N50, 000.00 fine or both. 

Clause 15(b) (PUNISHMENT) 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 17 - (PROCEDURE) -

The Chairman: In line one delete 
on the trial and in line two after the 
insert arrest; and after trial insert 
conviction and sentence, thus : The law 
on general procedure of criminal cases 
in the State shall be applicable on the 
arrest~ trial, conviction and sentence of 
offenders under this law . 

Clause 17 - (PROCEDURE) - as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Long title: 

The Chairman: In line three after 
and delete other matters connected 
there with and insert for other matters 
connected with the foregoing, thus: A 
law to prohibit and abolish the 
tradition, custom, and culture that 
support female circumcision, 
discr[.mination. oppression and 
suppression through oppression and 
suppression through violence or any 
other means and for other matters 

connected with the foregoing - as 
amended ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Long title: - as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Preamble: - ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Enactment: 

Citation and date of Commencement: 

The Chairman: In line one after as 
insert the thus: The female violation and 
discriminations (Prohib ition and 
Abolition) Bill land shall come into 
force on the 261

h day of April, 2005. 

ENACTMENT - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move 
that the Bill, as amended, be now read 
the Third time. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the Third tilne 
and passed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, the Enugu State Female 
Violation and Discrimination 
(Prohibition and Abolition) Bill No . 2, 
2005 , has now been passed . 
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I wish to express my happiness to 
everyone of us, more especially to the 
Sponsor and co-Sponsors of the Bill. 
We all know that this is a private 
member Bill. I am very grateful and 
delighted. In fact, I do not know how to 
express my happiness, because this is 
another private member Bill that is 
coming up after few weeks we passed 
the first one. That shows that all of us 
are committed to the progress of this 
House, to the progress of the State, and 
to the progress of Nigeria at large. It 
shows that we are very much interested 
and determined to work towards 
actualizing the aims and objectives of 
our being here to represent our people. 

Thanks you very much. I also wish 
to express my happiness to those who 
brought this document in the first place 
to this Assembly. Like I keep on saying 
we do not need to manufacture any Bill 
to be passed; the public, the commtmity, 
and the Government have a roll to play. 
If there is any thing one thinks that it is 
worth passing into law one can prepare 
the doCLLment and bring it to the House 
so that we will look at it. If it is 
something that is worth passing into law 
we will not hesitate in doing that. 

I also with to thank the Committee 
that handled this Bill, both during the 
pubic hearing and the presentation of 
this Report. This is another welcome 
Report. I believe we are all men of 
integrity and I do not doubt the 
capability of anybody or Member of 
this House when assigmnent is given, 
more especially when it involves the 

Chief Whip to whom I have my respect 
and regards. I thank him immensely for 
co-coordinating this Bill. I also thank 
the Chairman of the Joint Committee, 
hon. Member for N sukka West (Mr 
Onoh) for his co-operation. 

I also wish to express my happiness 
to the Clerk of the House and Table 
Clerks, the Secretaries who are the 
engine of our various Committees. Their 
effort to the progress of this House 
cannot be over-emphasised, I appreciate 
it and I say thanks very much. To the 
Verbatim Reporters, I say accept my 
greetings, and of course, to the 
Gentlemen of the press who have in 
various ways and marmers given 
publicity to the activities of this House, 
I say may God bless them. 

Finally, hon. Colleagues, I thank all 
of us very much for our co-operation, 
and of course in Enugu, we say to God 
be the glory. 

Interview ofHon. (Mrs) Pauline 
Ezema and Mr Godwin Ukwueze, 

Members (Designate), Judicial 
Service Commission and Civil Service 

Commission, Respectively 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move 
that this honourable House do now 
resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole · House for the purpose of 
interviewing the Nominees as submitted 
by the Governor of Enugu State. · 
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Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, I stand 
to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Interview accordingly considered in 
the Committee of the Whole House. 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, we may recall that during 
our last sitting the two names I 
mentioned were supposed to be 
interviewed based on their invitation by 
this honourable House as a result of 
their nomination by His Excellency the 
Governor of Enugu State as members 
(designate) of the Judicial Service 
Commission and Civil Service 
Commission respectively. 
Unfortunately they were not properly 
informed and they were not able to 
come. Today, they are here for the 
screening and possible confirmation of 
their membership of Judicial Service 
Commission and Civil · Service 
Commission respectively. 

At this juncture, hon. Colleagues, 
may I humbly request the Sergeant-at­
Arms to call bon. (Mrs) Ezema Pauline 
in for the exercise, and recall that she 
was nominated for the Judicial Service 
Commission. I repeated this so that we 
shall know the area she is here for in 
order to direct our questions 
accordingly. 

Mrs P. Ezema was accordingly 
ushered into the Chamber. 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues before the House is hon Mrs 
Pauline Ezema. She is here on invitation 
following her appointment as a Member 
of the Enugu State Judicial service 
Commission. She is here to entertain 
your questions, you can go ahead to ask 
your questions . Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Thank 
you, Mr Chairman, Sir. My question to 
hon. (Mrs) Pauline Ezema goes thus: 
please can you run down your C.V. for 
us to follow? 

Mrs E. P. Ezema: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
hon members of Enugu State House of 
Assembly, I wish all of your a Good 
Day. I am from Ibagwa Ani in the 
former N sukka Local Govenunent Area 
but now N sukka West Local 
Govermnent Development Centre. I 
attended some Institutions like 
University of Nigeria, Nsukka. There I 
obtained my Masters Degree. I also 
enrolled in Mathematics and Evaluation 
starting from 199 5 to year 2001. I also 
got admission into that same University, 
I equally obtained my First Degree in 
Mathematics. There I started from 1990 
to 1992 where I read Mathematics 
Education. Before then I also had 
admission in Ehamufu College of 
Education from . 1987 to 1990, there I 
got my NCE. Ever before that time I 
equally passed through Teachers 
Training College Akpugoeze in Oji 
River Local Goverm11ent Area from 
1981 to 1986. There I got my TC II. 
There was no way that I can go into 
Teacher's Training College without 
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getting my First School Leaving 
Certificate and I obtained it from 1970 
to 197 5. Then 1 got my ce1iificate. 

After my Degree, I got an 
appointment as a Mathematics Teacher 
in the then Enugu State Education 
Commission in 1992. As a result of 
being a Councillor in 1997, I resigned 
my teaching appointment when my 
people asked me to contest for the 
Councillorship in my Ward in Ibagwa 
Ani -Ibagwa Agu Okpaligbo Ward. I 
contested and won. As a result of the 
death of late General Sani Abacha we 
were asked to go then, but I still joined 
the political line. During that time I was 
the Supervisor for Education and in 
year 2002 His Excellency gave me 
appointment as one of the Members of 
Transition Committee. There I was , 
made Supervisors for Health and I did . 
it. Thank you Sir. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anihve): 
Thank you, Mr Chairman. She jumped 
one relevant aspect of the C. V. that I 
was longing to hear. That is when she 
was born and where? That means date 
of birth, and place ofbirth. 

Mrs Pauline Ezema: Thank you, so 
much. I was born in 1962 at Ibagwa­
Ani which is my home town. 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Hon (Mrs) 
Pauline Ezema, according to records 
before the House, you were a Teacher 
and graduated to a Politician due to 
your · popularity in your local 
community, and your last position was 

Supervisor for Health up to 2003 , after 
that did you go back to teaching or what 
have you been doiri.g after 2003 up to 
date. 

Hon (Mrs) · Pauline Ezema: After 
that I just continued as a politician; that 
was what made me to be here this time . 

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South) : 
Hon (Mrs) Pauline Ezema, welcome to 
Enugu State House of Assembly. Now 
you are not a Lawyer, you are well 
versed academically ar1d you ai·e a 
specialist in mathematics. Now you are 
being appointed as Member of Judicial 
Service Commission. What are the 
background you have to determine 
issues that affect legal proceedings in 
the Commission. Should we not say that 
it is a square peg in a round hole by 
appointing you as a member of the 
Commission. Would it · not have been 
better to appoint you as a member of the 
State Education Commission where you 
will be of value to the State in the 
education matters. 

Hon (Mrs) Pauline Ezema: His 
Excellency did not make any mistake in 
appointing me as one of the Members of 
the Judicial Service Commission. By 
profession, I am a Teacher but those 
people there passed through us. We 
taught them in schools. So I am there to 
represent His Excellency and to look 
into the affairs of the Judiciary System. 
If there is anything that does not go well 
and that car1 spoil the image of Enugu 
State Government, I will just report it to 
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the Governor of the State. (Prolonged 
Laughte1). 

Several hon. Members took the 
Floor. 

The Chairman: Why are all the 
bon. Members standing up. You should 
please get seated. If an hon Member 
wants to ask a question, that will be 
allowed. If the Madam answers 
correctly that is for us, if she answers 
wrongly this is not the time to assess 
her performance. Please let us behave 
ourselves. I am aware that all of you 
know her. That will not stop us from 
doing our legislative functions. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, all of us can describe 
her, not knowing her. 

Mr J.U. Onoh (Enugu North): 
Madam, I will ask you a question that 
you can definitely ask a pupil. When 
you are going to an office, it is expected 
that you lmow what you are going to do 
there. So my question to you is what do 
you tmderstand by the term Enugu State 
Judicial Service Commission which you 
are about to become a member? 
secondly, what major roles does that 
Commission play both in the Judicial 
and the Executive Arm? Finally, what 
do you hope to render in that 
Commission with yom capacity if 
approved, as a member of that 
Commission? 

Hon (Mrs) Pauline Ezema 
(Member-Designate): Mr Chairman, the 

Judicial Service Commission is not a 
different Commission. It is just like any 
other Commission in the State and the 
main work there is a supervisory work 
and that is what we are going to do. We 
have to supervise the work of the entire 
Judicial system. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Chairman, my prayer is that the gentle 
lady before us should take a bow and 
leave. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsuld<a West): Thank 
you, Mr Chairman, I have risen to 
second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Ukvvueze vvas ushered in 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, before you is Mr Godwin 
Ukwueze he is appointed by the 
Governor of Enugu State Dr Chimaroke 
Ogbonnia Nnamani as a Member, 
Enugu State Civil Service Commission. 
To that effect, we asked him to be here 
today or last Friday but unfortunately he 
was not available and today he is here to 
answer the call of this House. He is here 
before you, you can ask your questions. 
Thank you. 

Mr J .U. Onoh (Enugu North): 
Thank you Mr Chairman, Good 
afternoon Sir. What do you think that 
will be your greatest contribution to the 
Civil Service Commission? 
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Mr Godwin Ukwueze (Member­
Designate): The Chairman, the 
respected Members of the House of 
Assembly, my contribution to the Civil 
Service Commission as a member is the 
fact that learning is a continuous · 
process I have never been there but the 
little experience I gathered when I was a 
Councillor; when I was a Member of 
the Cru·e-taker Committee will be 
brought to bear. If such position is 
given to me with the help of God I will 
try my best. Thru1k you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Ukwueze, in one of the schools you 
attended you wrote A.P.S.I; what do 
you meru1 by A.P.S.I? 

Mr Ukwueze: Sir, the meaning of 
A.P.S.J is Awkanobara Primru·y School 
I in Iheakpu-Awka Community, Igbo­
Eze L.G.A. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Ukwueze, can you just simply run down 
your Curricultm1 Vitae before this 
honourable House? 

Mr Ukwueze: Thru11< you. My name 
is Ukwueze Godwin. I was born on 15th 
June, 1961. I did my primary school at 
Awkru1obara Primru·y School I, Ihakpu­
A wka in the year 197 4. I attended my 
secondary school at Igboeze Secondary 
School from 197 6 to 1981 there. I took 
my General Certificate of Education 
(GCE) and obtained the certificate and 
the photocopy is attached with my 
currici.tltm1 vitae given to you. Then I 
passed my W.A.S.C . in 1981. I 

contested for a Councillor and I won in 
the year 1991. After the dead of Abacha 
we were stopped from going to with the 
job. So, I was appointed a Member of 
Care-taker Committee in the year 2002 
and even before then I have been 
working with the Local Government 
Chairman and I was once Chief Protocol 
Officer to the Chairman in Igboeze 
South Local Govenm1ent Area. Thank 
you, Sir. 

Deputy Leader: You said you won 
the Counsellorship in 1991 ; that is 
wrong. 

You should recast your C.V. because 
you will discover that in 1991 there was 
no election. For instance, that was the 
year I won my Counsellorship Election 
for three years - 1991 - 1993. You 
cannot be telling us you won in 1 991 
but was stopped by Abacha per se. 

Mr Ukwueze: Not Abacha. We even 
took power from the government then. 
That was the reason we stopped being 
the Counsellor. We did not stop because 
of Abacha. It is not that year. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, hon. Godwin Ukwueze, 
you got your FSLC in 197 4 and you 
started your work experience in 1991. 
What were you doing for the past 1 7 
years from 1 97 4 to I 991 ? 

Mr Ukwueze: I was trading then. 

Mr Njeze: Why did you not include 
it in your C.V.? 
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Mr Ukw ueze : May be I fo rget to put 
it down in my C.V . 

M •· Njeze: How can yo u forget 17 
years ofyour li fe; are hi ding it? 

Mr Ukw ueze: I am not hidi ng 
anything, Sir. The onl y truth there is 
that I focus my attenti on towards what I 
am looking fo r now. I was in haste 
when I was co mpiling my C.V . Sir . 
(Laughters) . 

Chief W hip: Mr Chairman, Sir, hon. 
Ukwueze, you appear to have gathered 
some ex perience in the Local 
Government Ad mini strati on. Hav ing 
looked at you r C.V. vis-a-vis the post 
you are seek ing, that is, Member Civi l 
Service Commi ss ion, most peopl e who 
join Civ il Service must have fini shed 
their educati onal career, and at the end 
of the day, they tend to forget some 
bas ic issues li ke Nati ona l Anthem or 
what have you. So can you just rec ite 
the Nati onal Anthem fo r us? 
( fnferrupl io/1.\) 

Mr J. Onoh: No' Observati on! 

T he Chairm an: What is the hon . 
Member for Enugu No rth observing·) 
Observation ove rrul ed . He shou ld 
please sit clown. 

. Mr C. Ugw u: My bon. Colleague 
did not ask a qu est i o n ~ he requested i I' 
Mr Ukwueze ca n rec ite the Nati onul 
Antheri1. And since it is not a question . 
may I seek that it be waved for him. 
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The Chairman: No ! No ! I Noll I . The 
Chi ef Whip asked a question and Mr 
Ukwueze is requested whether he can 
1·ec ite it. It is now left for him to say 
whether he can rec ite it or not. 

Mr Ukwueze: I cannot rec ite it now. 
Thank yo u. (Laughter) . 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Chairman Sir, in 
view of the above questions and 
~m swe rs, I there fore move that he should 
ta ke a bow and leave the Chambe r. 

Deputy S peaker: Mr Chairman Sir, I 
1· ise to second the Moti on. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Uk:wueze accordingly took a bow 
om/ left the Chamher. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

M r Speake•·: Honourab le 
Co ll eagues, we have graduall y 
concluded the two exercises : the 
in te rview of the Member designate, 
Judici ary Service Commi ss ion of the 
State, and a Member des ignate, Enugu 
Stu te Civi I Se rvice Commi ss ion. At thi s 
_junc ture, may I ca ll for yo ur general 
view of two members designate, we 
have j ust screened. Thank yo u . 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, f rise 
to make contributions to the screening 
exercise just conducted on the nominee 
des ignate into the State Judi cial Service 
Comm iss ion and also into the State 
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Civil service Commission. On the issue 
of State Judicial Service Commission, . 
Mr Speaker. there is a Constitutional 
Provision that empowered the Governor 
to appoint members of at least not more 
than two persons who are not legal 
practitioner into the Judicial Service 
Commission. We will also recall that 
last week we had one of them cleared 
and today the second person who is 
appearing as a non-lawyer into the 
Commission was able to defend most of 
the questions put across her. That is 
with respect to hon. (Mrs) Pauline 
Ezema. Mr Speaker, I believe in the 
saying that he who works will equally 
be allowed to partake in the sharing 
when the food is read y. 

I recall the contributions of this 
woman in the present government of 
Enugu State. She made serious 
contributions towards making our party 
what it is today. You \Viii recall also the 
level of her loyalty. I beli eve sincerely 
that as the first woman now coming into 
Judicial Service Commission that she is 
more equipped to actuall y set her 
famine nature into the Judiciary with a 
view to reali zing the potentials inherent 
in the members appointed. I believe 
strongly that given a chance to be in 
that Judicial Service Commission, hon. 
Mrs Pauline Ezema will be able to 
prove her point in terms of being a 
member. 

On the other hand , if yo u watch the 
man Mr Ukwueze, his being a member 
of the Civil Service Con;mission is 
just ified. Despite the fact that he was 

unable to respond to some requests 
made, be appeared to be a very clever 
man; clever in the sense that he is there 
to contribute his own quota. I believe 
that when he gets there, hav ing now 
observed his nature as someone who 
would appear to be a clever guy, he will 
be in a position to know the rudiments 
of the Civil Service Commission in 
terms of their roles, their expectations 
and obligations. I have no doubt in my 
mind, Mr Speaker, that the Governor of 
the State has not made any mistake in 
giving these people opportunity to serve 
in these areas. I call on my Colleagues 
to confirm the appointments of these 
two people to enable us have functional 
ad ults present in the Judicial Serv ice 
Commission. I beg to rest my case. 

Mr J.U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my own simple 
contributions to the two people screened 
are: in the area of Judicial Service 
Commission, I appreciate the lady's 
talent, but she seems, at a certain point 
from what she answered, to forget the 
responsibilities she was expected to do. 
She said she is going to represent His 
Excellency forgetting that she was 
appointed a member. not only to 
represent His Excellency, but mainly the 
government and people of Enugu State. 
That is a slip of tongue but it can send 
somebody to either heaven or hell. Right 
now I am sending it to where it belongs. 
I am not saying she is not talent.ed but 
the slip of tongue is what I am against. 

Secondly, the gentleman for the Civil 
Service Commission, seems to be very 
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excellent if he could dance his way 
through these questions in a cleverly 
manner. I believe that even with 
hundred eyes facing him in the Civil 
Service Commission, they will not be 
able to catch him. I believe he is a good 
character not minding that he appeared 
jittery when it comes to the issue of 
singing the National Anthem. With that 
I can ask my Colleagues to actually see 
that their nominations are through . l rest 
my case. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigvve): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, l move that the Question 
be put. 

Question, That the Question he put, 
put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That today 26/4/05 , thi s 
honourable House has deemed it very 
wise and necessary to confirm and 
approve the Governor' s request for the 
appointment of the following persons: 

1) l-Ion . Mrs Ezema Pauline as a 
member Enugu State Judicial 
Service Commission and 
also: 

2) Hon. Ukwueze Godwin as a 
member Enugu State Civil 
Service Commission 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Inauguration 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee 
on Poverty Reduction will be 
inaugurated on the rising of the House 
today 26th April , 2005 . It was signed by 
bon. Princess Ogbu, Chairman, House 
Committee on Poverty Reduction. The 
venue is room 219. All the Members of 
the Committee are expected to be there 
and on time. 

Law Students 

Mr Speaker: I wish to formally 
welcome the law students of the 
University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus 
who are here today to witness the 
proceedings of law-making and the 
processes of debating in this Assembly. 
On behalf of my Colleagues. I wish to 
welcome you all and I do hope that from 
lime to time, as long as you wish to 
come, we can always allow you to 
come. This is no theory but practical 
debating going on. You saw how it is 
moderated, you saw how Members 
comported themselves. We do not use 
abusive words. I thank you for coming 
and I hope you will come again. Thank 
you and may God bless you. 
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Bl"ief Meetin g 

Mr Speaker: We have two minutes 
meeting on the ri sing ofthe House. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (11 '/r .·l nichukli'll) May l 
move that thi s House of Assemblv do 
adjourn till Tuesday :2 0111 ApriL 2005 at 
1 Oa.m. Thank yo u. 

M1· C. Ugwu (Enu gu East) : [ have 
ri sen to seco nd the Mo ti on as moved by 
the Leader ofthe House . 

Dep uty Leade1· (Ail' / lnikwe) Thank 
you , !'v1r Speaker. I have risen to support 
the !Vlotion already moved, and 
seconded by Rt Hon . Chri s Ugwu. In 
do ing so l am glad to use thi s 
oppo1·tunity to thank thi s di stingui shccl 
hon. Me mbers of thi s Assembl y. It will 
go cl ow·n we ll that \ll'e have been abl e to 
give life to thi s sensiti ve f)ri va te­
Member Bill by give n it legality in 
l~ n ugu St:1te . l ca nn ot f·ln cl enough 
wo rds to thank all the Me mbers 
especi <lll y the Co-Sponso rs. the 
Chaim1an of J ucli ciary Committee. an 
erudite scholar and Barri ster (hem E 
Odo) . l also thank the Clerks-at-Tabl e, 
and Members of the Press . J have to 
thank th em for their numerous 
co ntributi ons. In Enugu State. we say 
onl y one thing: that is. To Ciod he the 
u/on '. ,..., . 
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Question put ond agreed to. 

Resolved That the House do now 
adjourn till Thursday :28 111 ApriL 2005 at 
lOa.m. 

Adjourned occording!v of 2. 3 5p. m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday. 19'" May. 2005 

The House mel at 1 () a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues. 
we have before us our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 75 of Thursday 12' 11 

May, 2005. I have gone through them 
and found them to be correct, however I 
need your comments. 

Mrs E. Nnamani (lsi-Uzo): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings and to the best 
of my knowledge I found hem to be 
correct, I therefore move for their 
adoption. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): I beg to 
second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings ol Thursday 
12'" May, 2005 acwrding adopted. 

.1 

ORDER OF THEDA Y 

Consideration of Report from House 
Committee on Rules and Business, on 
the Standing Orders of Enugu State 

House of Assembly 

Leader (Mr .! Anichukwu) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I move that the House 
resolves itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House for the consideration of the 
Report and the Draft of the Committee 
alongside the Standing Orders presently 
muse. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South Rural): 1 
have risen to second the Motion as moved 
by the Leader of the House. 

Questionpul and agreed to. 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, you will recall that during our 
last sitting we got to order No. 10 before 
the Deputy Leader came in and made 
some submissions which brought about 
our trying to .look at the Orders we had 
earlier passed, that is, Order No. 9 - 11. 
Following this development we had a 
division in which case there was a tie and 
I requested that further debate should be 
deferred to enable us sought the whole 
things out in the Executive Session. 
Following that development we met a 
short while ago in my office and we 
unanimously agreed that we ... 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East) : Mr 
Chairman, there should be a Motion. 
What you are talking is informal. 
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The Chairman: No! That we had 
Executive Session is normal because we 
did not just resolve it like that , we all 
agreed that it should be like the one 
currently in use. So, having gone thi s 
extent, I therefore call on one of you to 
formally move a Motion that we adopt it 
as it is here. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Chairman, 
you can now vote since we have agreed 
on something. 

The Chairman: If I cast my vote we 
have eight against seven. We have 
resolved that there is no need asking me 
to vote. My vote is not necessary; we 
have adopted our Votes and Proceedings 
and nobody raised anything, otherwise an 
hon. Member should have asked Mr 
Speaker to cast his vote. 

Chief Whip: Adopting our Votes and 
Proceedings means that we should start 
from where we stopped. 

The Chairman: We have executive 
session and ... 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East): 
Observation! What you are saying now is 
what happened outside the Chambers. 
This is what happened last time; you can 
now cast your vote. 

The Chairman: We have agreed on 
something during the executive session. 
Why are we going round and round; there 
is no need casting any vote. 

Chief Whip: Chairman Sir, this is 
what happened prior to the division. 
There was a Motion before the House 
seeking to leave the position of certain 
key officers of the House the way it is in 
the Old Standing Order. That was the 
basis of the Motion. As a result, there was 
a tie; it was the duty of the Speaker to 
cast a vote. Really in the Executive 
Session there was an agreement that the 
Standing Order should be left the way it 
is . It will be wrong to come and move 
another Motion independent of the 
Motion already moved. All we needed to 
do is for the Speaker to say: based on 
what we have agreed I now cast my vote. 
We cannot continue to move Motion . 

The Chairman: What is the basis of 
Executive Sessions? We have to go there 
and agree and come here to perfect it. We 
had a meeting a short while ago in which 
all of us agreed that we are going to adopt 
the Rules the way it is here. So it is no 
longer Mr Speaker's Vote that made it 
possible, it is the decision of the House. It 
is not my own vote. Therefore what we 
could have done, having agreed on a 
decision that it is going to be like that, is 
to move a Motion. This was why I 
decided to give some preambles so that it 
will be on record as to how we resolved 
it. 

Sometimes we had a technical problem 
on the issue and we had to defer the 
matter and sat over the situation and 
agreed that it should be like this. 

Mr J.C. Obidinma (Oji River) : Thank 
you, Mr Chairman, Sir. May I move that 
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the functions of the key officers should 
remain the way they are as in the Draft 
Standing Rules. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo Eze North 1): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to second the 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member for 
Oji River (Mr Ohidinma) . 

Question pul and agreed/o. 

Resolved: That the functions of the 
key officers should remain the way they 
are in the Draft Standing Rules. 

Order No. 14(i)- (QUORUM)-

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): I have 
an observation, Mr Chairman. I observed 
that the essential part of that Section is 
missing. If you go to the old Standing 
Orders Section 8 page 5 it says: the 
quorum of the House shall be not he less 
than one third of all the Members q{ the 
House. If you go to Section 96(i) and (2) 
of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria and for e?tsy 
reference page 43, it reads: 96( 1) The 
Quorum qf the House of Assembly shall 
he one-third of all the members of the 
House. 
What I am saying is that the essential part 
of that Quorum is missing. I therefore 
move that one-third of members of the . . 
House of Assembly be inserted therein 
and it will now read as contained in that 
Order. 

Mr M .. 'Onyeze (Igbo Eze North 1): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I refer the House to 
the Draft Standing Rules Section 14(2). I 

think that the issue of one third was taken 
care of there . I mean at pages 12 and 13. 

The Chairman: I do not agree with 
you. What we are talking about is on 
Quorum before we commence sitting. 

Mr D.A. Anih (Enugu South I Rural): 
Thank you, Mr Chairman. I have risen to 
second the Motion as was moved by the 
hon. Me1i1ber for Enugu East II (Mr 
Uf-,rwu) . 

Question put and agreed tv. 

Order No. 14 - (QUORUM) - as 
amended, ordered to stand part q{lhe 
Standing Orders. 

Order No, 15: (Order o{ Business, 
Arrangement o{the House) 

The Chairman: I think the Message 
Jl·om the Governor should come before 
the Order of the Day. 

An hon. Member: Why? 

The Chairman: Well, unless we 
choose by ourselves to make a different 
thing but my opinion is that the Message 
from the Governor should be treated first 
and foremost before we go into our 
business ofthe day. 

Several hon. Members: What is the 
Order of the Day? 

The Chairman: The Order of the Day 
is what we have in the Order Paper, that 
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is, the old issue we were treating and we 
are going to continue from that day. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr D.O. Atigwe) . 
You are correct. 

Mr Chairman: Yes. 

Chief Whip: That means that it is the 
Order of the day. 

The Chairman: It is not Order of the 
An hon. Member: Any of them can Day, the Order of the Day is· unfinished 

come first. business which we are going to 
commence debate on the next business ... 

The Chairman: No! No! The (Prolonged Interruptions) 
Message from the Governor should come 
before the Order of the day. The Chairman : Order! Let us make 

Chief Whip (Mr E. Odo): I think that 
there is nothing wrong there. The 
Message from the Governor appears to be 
part of the Order of the Day; it should not 
be independent of the Order of the Day. 
And that was why .. . (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: Information! 
Information!! 

Chief Whip: Let me come. 

The Chairman: I am coming. Let me 
give information before you come. 
Before ever the House shall adjourn, we 
must have known the btlsiness that is 
coming up in the next day and that is 
probably why this Standing Order we are 
now treating or this business which we 
are commencing today. You may not 
know something about the Governor's 
Message but I will know something about 
it and the Clerk may know something 
about .it ... (Interruptions). 

Chief Whip: Will it come inside the 
Order Paper? 

progress gentlemen . 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): If you 
can look at Order No. 76, that is , today's 
Order Paper, you will see that the Order 
of' the Day makes the business of the day; 

· so the Governor's Message is part of the 
business of the day. So, I believe that this 
Draft or Report is in order. 

The Chairman: The hon. Member for 
Oji River should note that I explained this 
thing times without number. The 
Governor's Message is different from the 
Order of the Day. 

An hon. Member: Why is it different? 

The Chairman: It is an import. ... 
(Laughter). 

Chief Whip: Import from where? ... 
(In terruptions). 

The Chairman: Order! Order! I am 
surprised that this type of argument will 
be coming in a small matter like this. 
(Prolonged Interruptions). 

·; 
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The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleague, let us make progress. Do you 
people say that in the Order of !he Day 
we should expunge the Message from the 
Governor? 

Several hon. Members: No! No! No! 
It is part of the Order of the Day. 

The Chairman: Oburo Eziokwu (It is 
not true) 

An hon. Member: Give us reason. 

The Chairman: I do not know why 
you said that I should give you reason. I 
told you that the Order of the Day is 
unfinished business of the House like we 
are treating this one now. And in 
tomorrow's Order Paper it is going to be 
there as Order of the Day. And when it is 
now the Order of the Day we now have 
to say - on the Slanding Order of Enugu 
House of' Assemhly. Now you may not 
know about the Message from the 
Governor. It may be only between the 
Clerk and myself that may know about 
the letter from the Governor depending 
on one thing or the other. It is only when 
we might have treated that matter and we 
did not conclude it that it will now be 
Order of the Day for the next day. 

Mr M.N. Onycze (lgboeze North): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, what I understand 
about the difference between the Order of 
Business and Order (?f. !he Day, is that 
when you have Order of Business, there 
is a forn1at that we take for business 
every day, that is what Section 15 is 
saying. Now the formal enlry (~l !he 

,<.,/Jeaker is done every day; the prayers is 
every day; if there is a new Member, he 
has to be sworn in before we do anything. 
Then we make approval of Votes and 
Proceedings, these are what we must do 
every blessed day. And when we finish 
that we come to the Order of the Day, the 
business of a particular day and that is 
what this Paper always tells us. The A of 
it says: Any particular day after these four 
other things might have been exhausted, 
if there is a Message from the Governor 
you do it first before you present a Bill; 
before you do the presentation of a 
Motion and so on and so forth. 

What I am saying is that there is 
nothing to change in what the Committee 
had prepared. But once you come to the 
Order of the Day you are coming to a 
peculiar business of a particular day and 
the first thing that should have come that 
day: if there is any Message from the 
Governor you treat it after you have done 
En!Jy of' the Speaker, prayers and so on 
and so forth and that is what I understand 
by this. 

The Chairman: Okay, now let us look 
at Order No. 16. It says that the Speaker 
shall immediately afier the approval of' 
Voles and Proceedings ceruse any 
Jv!essage addressed ro the House hy the 
Governor to he read 

·Several hon. Members: That is what 
we are saymg. 

The Chairman: Listen Gentlemen, 
what I am saying is not what you are 
saymg. 
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It is not' l to ld you that there are two 
different issues. T he difference is that 
whatever the Governor sends to this 
place, we gi ve it priority . 

Chief Whip: Yes! Nothing. could 
have prese nted it there . 

An hon. Member: Provided after the 
approval of Votes and Proceedings. 

The C hairman: l cannot understand! 
What did the Chief Whip say'? 

Chief \V hip : Look at the whole thing. 
What I S<t id no that after the Oath of 
Allegiance, we say Message from the · 
Governor. Then after Message from the 
Governor, what we have is Other 
Announce111ents l]·om the Deputy 
Speaker. \V hich means that in Order or 
the Day tha l Message from the Governor 
takes precedence. It can not prevent the 
Order or the Day. Do you understand? 

The Chairman: If you look at that 
Order N o. 9. it says: fimna/ entry of the 
Speaker. Prayers: Oath of' Allegiance 
and Ooi/1 of' Alemhership ol New 
Memhe rs . Message fi'om the Governor. 
Then il. you go down. yo u will see that 
even the Order of the Day is the last in 
the list and is the last thing here . 

Chief Whip: That is why we are 
amending it now. (Laughter). 

The Clu~irman : No ! No !! It is wrong. 
It is nol trlic . If yo u want to amend it you 
amend it because you want to amend it. 
But in seq uence, it is correct. But if you 

want to amend it , 
objection. 

do not have any 

Chief Whip: But what we expect from 
you is to explain to us . . . 

The Chairman: How many times do I 
explain it. (Interruptions) . 

The Chairman: I have explained this 
matter times without number and I can no 
longer explain it. Whatever one wants to 
be there should be there . Please let us 
make progress. Let it be the re . We should 
go ahead or I go ahead and adopt 
whatever is here. I do · not want us to 
continue to delay on this thing every day. 
(Laughter) . 

Mr C. Ugwu: Mr Chairman, Sir, you 
should not adopt a wrong thing please . 

The Chairman : Honourable 
Colleagues, I believe in explanations. 
And I believe we . have people whose 
business it is to explain some of these 
things in detail. On this note, I request 
that Order No . 15 be deferred . We do not 
want to adopt the wrong proceedings. So 
let us defer Order No. 15. (Laughter) . 

Mr J . Obidinma: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
this is not the proper way of deferring it. 
For you, as Chairman to move a Motion, 
it is not the correct thing. 

The Chairman : Okay! 

Mr C. Ugwu: Mr Chairman, Sir, I rise 
to move the Motion that we adopt the 
arrangement of Business of the Day as is 
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contained in Order No. 9 of the old Rule 
as against what is in the new Order. 
(Laught.er). 

M•· Obidinma: Thank yo u very much 
Mr Chairman, Sir. I rise to second the 
Motion that was mo ved by the bon. 
Member for Enug1,1 East (Mr Ugwu). 
(Laughter) . 

Question put and agreed Lo. 

The Chairman : What aoes the hon. 
Member [or Oji River (Mr Obidinma) 
want? 

Mr Obidinma: Mr Chairman, Sir, it is 
.i ust to insert I here in and remove in if 

The Chairman: I want to klklW the 
Chief Whip (Mr Odo) if there anything 
wrong with that Order No. 17 (2), that is, 
in it and therein? Please what is the 
difference between in it and therein. 

Order No.9 - (APPROVAL OF VOTES Whatever you say we take it. 
AND PROCEEDINGS) 
ordered /o stond part of the Chief Whip: Okay! Mr Chairman, Sir, 
Standing Orders. there is no difference. It is the same thing. 

Order 17(1)- (PETITIONS)- ordered Several hon. Members: There LS. no 
t.o sland parr ol the Standing di1lerence; it is the same thing. 
Orders. 

Order 17(2) -ordered l.o stand pari. ol 
Lhe Standing Orders. 

Order 17(3 & 4)- ordered l.o stand parr 
olthe Standing; Orders. .. ~ 

Mr Obidinma : Mr Chairman Sir, 
there is some thing to amend in Order 17 
sub 2. that is, a Member presenting a 
pel.ition shall confine himself' to a brief 
statement of the parties fi-·om ·H:hom . il 
came, the number of" signatures alfached 
to if and the ma/eriul allegations 
wntained 'therein· instead of 'in if· ... 

Several hon. Members : They are the 
same thing . 

./ 

The ·Chairman: So there IS no 
diilerence . Let us make progress. 

The Chairman: Section 17(6(a) -
(PETITIONS)- well, there is something I 
want to say here. If yo u look at the 
statement there it says: 

All petitions shall be ordered 
without question put to lie upon 
the table. Such p~titions shal.' be 
relerred to the Public 
Petition Committee. 

Let me ask a question: Assuming we now 
have a petition from say, IMT or ESUT, 
(because I don't want conflict) 
concerning anything in another 
Institution, do we refer such petition to 
the Public Petition or do we refer it to the 
appropriate Committee like · Education 
Committee? 
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Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East I): Mr 
Chairman, letter is different from 
Petition. Petition is petition and letter is 
letter . 

The Chairman : Okey, we can just 
leave it like this but then if we have such 
development we can ask the relevant 
Committee to join the Public Petition 
(Interruptions). 

Order no. 17(6(a-f) - as amended 
· ordered stand to stand part of the 
Standing Orders. 

Order No. 18& 19 - ordered to stand 
part of the Standing Orders 

Order No. 20 - (ORDER OF Tl-IE 
DAY)-

Chief Whip: Observation! My 
observation is on order No 20(1 ) By the 
time we were considering Order No. 15 
as regards Order of the Day and 
Messages from Governor, the hon. 
Member for Enugu East I (Mr Ugwu) 
moved a Motion that Order o{the Day be 
left as it is in the old one and we 
unanimously supported it. Now, if we 
adopt the Order of the Day the way it is 
here, it will now revoke the whole thing 
\Ve have agreed on earlier. Order of the 
Day appears to be the very last item after 
presentation of Bills, Motions and every 
other thing. I now want to have a 
situation where Order No 2091) will still 

.Y 

work if we have agreed that Order of the 
Day will remain as it is in the Old one. 
Thank you. 

The Chairman : Does the hon. Chief 
Whip, have a contrary view or 
explanations to Order No . 20(1)? 

Leader (Mr Anichukwu): Mr 
Chairman, if I understand what the hon. 
Chief Whip means, he said, by the 
adoption of the old Order, Section 9, 
whether Order No. 20(1) is okay. I think 
what has to be done is re-arrangement, 
because we have now adopted the one in 
that Order No. 9. We have to follow it 
sequentially as it is in the Old Order; it is 
not applicable in this one; it is just re­
arrangement. 

The Chairman : Is the hon. Chief 
Whip, alright? 

Chief Whip: No! What we said that 
we have adopted in the past was that 
Order of the Day be left the way it is in 
Old Rule. Now, he Old Order specifies 
Order of the Day as the very last item 
after presentation of Motions and every 
other thing and in the new Order we are 
about to adopt, it says that Order of the 
Day is a Bill or other matter which the 
House has ordered to be taken into 
consideration on a particular day and so 
on and so forth. So, this one is against 
what we have adopted before because 
what we have adopted in the past is that 
after Messages jirom the Governor and 
other Announcements by the Speaker, 
petitions, papers reports from various 
Committees questions for oral answers, 
personal explanations, pres:entation of 
Bill, Business meeting, before we now get 
Order of the Day. 
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The Chairman: Does the Chief Whip 
have the copy oftoday's Order Paper? 

ChiefWhip: Yes ! 

The Chairman: Have you seen where 
the Order Paper said, Speaker 's formal 
entry, Prayers, Approval of Votes and 
Proceedings then Order of the Day. 

ChiefWhip: Yes ! 

The Chairman: It is just like 
Atmouncement to be made or when you 
come to Announcement and notice that 
there is no Am101.mcement at the end of 
the Day you say, Announcement.· No 
Announcement. This does not follow. If 
you look at what you have read now I 
have not witnessed a place where we 
have Papers, etc as a kind of discussion; 
we have never had it. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, you don't 
understand me, even presentation of Bill 
is in the old one. If you adopt it like this, 
it will . be different from what we had 
adopted. 

The Chairman: I do not know why 
the Chief Whip is getting this thing 
wrong. The Order of the Day has nothing 
to do with the arrangement of the 
business of the day. 

.Chief Whip: We have agreed on that, 
but now the new Rule which we are 
about to~ adopt, says in Section 20 that, 
Order of the day is a Bill or other matters 
which the House has ordered to be taken 
into consideration on a particular day. 

An earlier day cannot be substituted for 
the day so appointed 

So what we are saying is that ... 

The Chairman: What are we doing 
right now here? 

Chief Whip: It should be part of the 
Order of the Day. What I am trying to tell 
you is that we have adopted that order 
and it is meant to be left the way it is in 
the Old Rule and in the Old Order. Order 
of the day appeared to be the very last, 
after even all these things have been 
mentioned. That is what we are saying. 
So, it now followed that this Order of the 
Day, ought to be last as we have agreed 
or else we now revoke what we have 
agreed earlier on. 

The Chairman: The problem is that I 
do not know whether we have been able 
to understand the meaning of Order of the 
Day. The order of the day, is unfinished 
business of the previous day. 

Chief Whip: I agree with you. 

The Chairman: So I am still getting 
confused about what you are sayin g. 

Chief Whip: I agree with you with the 
definition, but what we adopted in the 
past is that the Order of the Day remains 
to be left the way it is in the Old Order. 

The Old Order, that is in page 6, Order 
No 9, under 16, after mentioning Petition, 
Presentation; Business Motion, etc, now 
treats Order of the Day last. By that 
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unanimous decision, we now agreed that 
Order of the Day should be meant to stay 
where it is in the Old Order. That is what 
we agreed. That one is not in contention. 

Meanwhile, in the 0 ld one which we 
have adopted, there is a Presentation of 
Bill. So, which one is now Order of the 
Day. That is what we are saying; because 
we must go back to what we have agreed 
on, otherwise we will be making a mess 
of the whole thing. 

The Chairman: Can we look at that 
one and order No . 18 of the Old one, 
page 13. 

Chief Whip: Yes. It is still the same 
thing. This Order No. 20(1) and 18(1) of 
the Old one are still the same thing. We 
are finding it difficult because we have 
been in this House. The matter is very 
simple. It is just plain English language. 
You have said that Order of the Day 
should be meant to be the last as it is in 
the Old Order. Fine! There is no problem . 

. Now in the old Order, they specified 
Presentation and every other thing. And 
here is an Order of the Day, defining 
Order of the Day as a Bill, which means 
that they are still talking of the same 
thing that has been over. 

The Chairman: Is the Chief Whip 
now saying that the earlier adoption we 
made has no problem. 

Chief Whip: It contradicts this. 

. / 

The Chairman: It does not contradict 
it in ai1y form. I do not agree that it 

contradicts it. Please, let us conclude this 
thing. We can defer further debate on the 
consideration of this matter. We still have 
a lot of things to do. Just like I said 
earlier, we can take these things bit by bit, 
until we round off. 

Honourable Colleagues, let us stop at 
Order No. 20, so by the time we come 
back, we know exactly what to do on that. 

(Mr Speakers resumed the Chair) 

Mr Speaker: I wish to appeal again 
that by the time we come back, Members 
should try and go through these 
documents, because as long as you do not 
read the documents you will not 
understand the sequence. I am still 
appealing that Members should go and 
read the Standing Order. The Order is not 
meant for some Members. Henceforth 
any time an hon. Member stands to raise 
point of Order, he will tell me the point 
he is raising not when one says Point of 
Order and if I ask him what Order will 
say : Information, or observation! Please 
let us be serious; we should be able to 
know the content of this document. I want 
us to go home and look at what we are 
saying and what the Chief Whip is saying 
and see whether it makes sense or not. 
Thank you. 

] ..,..,.., 
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MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC 
IMPORTANCE 

ABYSMAL NEGLECT OF 
REFUSE DUMPS IN STRATEGIC 
AREAS OF THE STATE BY THE 

ENUGU STATE WASTE 
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 

(ESWAMA) 

Mr M. 0 . Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North): 
Mr Speaker Sir, may I seek the leave of 
the House to observe Order No. 25 to 
enable me present a matter of urgent 
public · importance. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East): I have 
risen to second the Motion as moved by 
the hon. Member for Igbo-Eze North I. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
move a Motion standing in my name: that 
this honourable House urges the 
Managing Director of the Enugu State 
Waste Management Authority 
(ESW AMA) Mrs Winfred Okeke to 
design strategies for carting away waste 
products from Refuse Dumps in strategic 
areas of the State. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East): I have 
risen to second the Motion. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
present administration in the State has 
invested a lot on the people and the 
enviromnent. The result of such 
enormous investment is manifested in the 
improved quality of life of our people 
especially in the Education and Health · 

Sectors. There is no doubt that Enugu 
State today cam1ot be compared with 
what it was before the return of the 
democratic govermnent in May, 1999. 

The environmental profile like that of 
Health and Education is endemic and 
perennial. The managers of such 
departments must never rest on their oars. 
The present Enugu State Waste 
Management Authority (ESW AMA) has 
made a lot of impact on the sanitation and 
the general environmental landscaping in 
the State especially in the State capital. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is pertinent to 
observe that despite the efforts of the 
Authority, their impact is not felt in many 
parts of the State. Two areas that would 
be mentioned in this Motion, to buttress 

· ·the assertion, are the New Market Area 
along Onitsha Road in the State capital 
and the University Market Road in 
N sukka urban. It is difficult to explain 
fully to this honourable House, the 
horrible sight and the extent of pollution 
in the two areas caused by monumental 
refuse dumps. The case of the University 
Market road covers about one kilometer. 
It is a road used by thousands of the 
members of the University Community 
and the indigenes of the area. In fact it is 
a road whose users cut across various 
etlmic groups and nationalities and could 
correctly be described as the road that is 
telling the world the standard of the 
sanitary and environmental condition of 
the State. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the lapses observed in 
the activities of the Enugu State Waste 
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Management Authority (ESW AMA) 
since the passage of the law establishing 
it by this honourable House pose a lot of 
challei1ge to the House Committee on 
Petroleum and Environment over the 
extent of the oversight to the policy 
executors. The entire citizens should be 
made to reap the dividends of democracy. 

Prayers 
Mr Speaker, Sir, since the intention of 

this Motion is to sensitize the Enugu 
State Waste Management Authority and 
refocus the organisation on her 
responsibility, I therefore urge my 
honourable Colleagues to consider the 
following prayers: -

1. That this honourable House 
urges the Managing Director 

2. 

./ 

3. 

of Enugu State Waste 
Management Authority 
(ESW AMA) Mrs Winfred 
Okeke to refine her strategies 
for carting away regularly 
waste products from all 
strategic dumps in the State. 

That this honourable House 
mandates the House 
Cmmnittee on Petroleum and 
Environment to investigate the 
extent of compliance with the 
law of enforcement of 
penalties and other matters· 
relating to disciplinary actions 
by the Enugu State Waste 
Management Authority. 

That · this honourable House 
urges the House Committee on 
Petroleum and Environment to 

4. 

embark on a State wide tour to 
identify all the neglected areas 
in the Environmental 
protection programme of the 
State Government. 

That this honourable House 
urges the Managing Director of 
the Enugu State Waste 
Management Authority Mrs 
Winfred Okeke to expedite 
action on the immediate 
removal of waste products in 
different parts of the State 
especially at the University 
Market Road Nsukka and the 
New Market area along 
Onitsha road, Enugu. 

Be it moved and it is hereby moved. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II) : Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, Sir. If you will 
remember vividly, this Government took­
over power on May 29th, 1999; ten days 

. ahead we would have spent about six 
years in democracy. The government of 

. this State since then has devoted much of 
her time and huge amounts of money in 
the well-being of her citizens and for their 
betterment. If you remember also on 29th 
July, 2004, this honourable House passed 
a very important · Bill - Enugu State 
Waste Management Authority. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, part of the functions 
of this Authority, if you go to Sections 5, 
page 5 of the Bill - Sections 5(1)(d) 
reads: To · advise and make 
r.ecommendations to the Ministry for the 
improvement, collections, removal, 
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processing, treatment and the safe 
disposal of Wastes. If you go down to 
the same Section 5(1)- (1 0) it reads:-

To approve and keep close watch on 
all waste disposals system in the State 
and so on. My question is does the 
Authority keep close watch on all the 
waste disposals? The answer is no. 

Before this Motion was put together, 
we took a trip to Nsuld(a to see these two 
areas - University Market Road and 

· Enugu-Onitsha Road. If you go to these 
two areas you will be ashamed of what 
the Authorities are doing. They are very 
lazy and dull. We have just cited these 
two areas because of two reasons. 
Nsukka, like you know, is housing the 
University of Nigeria, I mean the entire 
University of Nigeria. The university 
houses all the citizens of this country 
including other nationals of the world. 
Since this University houses all these 
people, it will be unfair to have this ugly 
scene near the University. 

Again, this Market Road is almost a 
gate-way to Enugu capital city. If you are 
coming from the North, be it Abuja or 
Benue, that spot we are talking about is 
your first port of call. If you are coming 
from the West, be it Lagos, Oyo State, 
and other places, you must see the waste 
disposal site. If you are coming from 
Onitsha, Anambra State, you must see 
that ugly place; so it is unfair. This road 
is leading into the capital city of Enugu. 
What we are saying is that this Authority 
should rise up to the challenges of the 
occasion. They should implement what is 
in the Bill passed by this honourable 

House. Enugu Sate government has spent 
a lot on this Ministry. I do not know why 
the woman in that Authority should 
neglect all these things. What we are 
saying is that we call on our honourable 
Colleagues to rise and condemn this ugly 
situation. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to give my entire support 
to this very timely Motion. When the Bill 
was passed into Law sometime last year, 
the law establishes six :z;ones within 
which environmental Zonal Divisions 

. could be sited. Unfortunately; ESW AMA 
has been working only in the.metropolis, 
not in the entire urban areas even. If one 

. goes across Independence Layout and 
Presidential Road, one will still see some 
·people trying to do some shop dressing in 
terms of clearing refuse. But in the real 
sense nothing is happening. If you go to 
Murtala Park along Onitsha Road, you 
will equally find out what is happening 
there. It virtually stinks on everybody that 
passes across the road. You will 
understand that the first thing that the 
Authority did when the Bill was passed 
into Law was to establish private Sector 
pmiicipants to w1dertake certain areas. 
These participants were given .the powers 
along-side the ESW AMA to collect levies 
,as was enshrined in the Schedule of the 
.Law. All these monies they collect at 
villages in form of collecting 
Environmental Levies, you still find out 
that the purpose for which the monies 
were collected was not really met in m1y 
way. 
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This Assembly cannot watch the 
parastatals set up by government be 
messed up. The House really enacted it 
into law. A close watch at the 
Environmental Days, that is, the last 
Saturday of the month, shows that what 
happens in ESWAMA premises beclouds 
the essence of the law. The law was 
passed to the extent that violators on the 
Environmental Day (i.e. last Saturday of 
the month) could be . charged to 
Magistrate Court meant for that purpose. 
What happens in ESWAMA is that the 
moment you are caught on 
Environmental Day you will be made to 
pay a certain fee of N2,000.00 or 
N3,000.00 without any receipt and you 
will just go. So even the ESWAMA 
Court is now more or less a sitting-down 
Magistrate because it is only those who 
refuse to pay the above sums that where 
sent to the court, which beclouds the 
essence for which the law was 
established. A close look by the 
Committee equally indicates that the 
General Manager of ESW AMA appears 
to be using private-member participants, 
using her own company or firm to run 
same. You know that one cannot honestly 
be a judge on her own cause. There is no 
way somebody can be an owner of a 
company and then you expect that person 
not to do some kind of private practice 
(PP). It even beclouds the purpose for 

. which the Company was registered under 
the Company and Allied Matters Act. So 
we r~ally have to call the establishment to 
order. 

Most importantly, the law specifies 
that part of the decisions to be taken by 

the Board is to make reference to the 
supervising Ministry. A close look by the 
Committee proves that nothing like that is 
happening. She runs the place like a Sole 
Administrator without any recourse to the 
approving Ministry in terms of certain 
decisions. This explains why I really 
thank the Movers of this Motion for not 
bringing the Ministry into focus because 
the establishment is being run like a 
private affair. 

Finally, Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to 
commend further the Movers of this 
Motion for bringing this Motion so timely 
and I will honestly urge the entire House 
to really do justice to this Motion more 
especially the House Committee on 
Petroleum and Environment whom the 
Mover has pleaded, if the House accepts, 
that they look into this matter by 
summoning the Managing Director of 
ESWAMA to really give explanations 
why a law that is not even up to one year 
could not be adhered to strictly. She 
equally knew much about the enactment 
of the Law. I want to ask my Colleagues 
to really support this Motion. Thank you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji-River): Mr 
Speaker, the Movers of this Motion have 
actually done a very good work. In fact, 
they are good · Representatives of the 
State. Mr Speaker, the Agency if I may 
say is not doing what is expected of it or 
probably what is enshrined in the law. If 
one goes around some major streets in 
Enugu Urban one will just see them 
sweeping the Bissala Road or Presidential 
Road leaving the greater part of Enugu 
State uncleaned. Places like Emene, 
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Awkunanaw, Achara Layout, Mary-Land 
and Coal Camp areas , they do not go 
there at all. l do not see anything to argue 
against the Motion. May I therefore seize 
this opportunity to move that the 
Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now 
put, put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 
1. That this honourable House 

urges the Managing Director 
of the Enugu State Waste 
Management Authority 
(ESWAMA) Mrs Winfred 
Okeke to redefine her 
strategies for carting away 
regularly waste products from 
all strategic refuse dumps in 
the State. 

2. That this honourable House 
mandates the House 
Committee on Petroleum and 
Envi romnent to investigate the 
extent of compliance with the 
law on enforcement of 
penalties and other matters 
relating to disciplinary actions 
by the Enugu State Waste 
Management Authority 
(ESWAMA). 

3. That this honourable House 
-~ urges the House Committee on 

Petroleum and Enviromnent to 
embark on a State wide tour to 
ident ify all the neglected areas 

4. 

Mr 

111 the Enviromnental 
protection programme of the 
State Govermnent. 

That this honourable House 
urges the Managing Director of 
the Enugu State Waste 
Management Authority Mrs 
Winfred Okeke to expedite 
action on the immediate 
removal of waste products in 
different parts of the State 
especially at the University 
Market Road, N sukk.a and the 
New Market Road area along 
Onitsha Road, Enugu. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Speaker: I have no 
announcement. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr JN. Anichukwu): Mr 
Speaker, may I move that this House do 
now adjourn till Tuesday 24th May, 2005 
at 1 Oa.m. Thank you. 

Mr Obidinma: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. I rise to second the Motion as 
moved by the hon. Leader of this House. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 24th May, 2005 at 
10a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 2.10 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday. 24'17 May. 2005 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
we have before us our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 76, dated Thursday 19th 
May, 2005 . I have gone through them and 
to . the best of my knowledge, they are 
correct. However, I call for your 
comments. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of our last 
sitting and to the best of my knowledge 
they are the picture of what transpired 
during our last sitting. For that reason, Mr 
Speaker, may I now move that the Votes 
and Proceedings be unanimously adopted. 
Thank you. 

Ms E. I. Nnamani (Isi-Uzo): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second that 
Motion as moved. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings No. 76 of 
Thursday .. 191

h May, 2005, accordingly 
adopted. 
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PAPER 

Report of the Auditor-General on 
the Annual Accounts of the 

Government of Enugu State for the 
year ended 31st December, 1998, 

together with the Financial 
Statements of the Auditor-General 

thereof 

Leader (Mr Anichukvvu) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I present to this 
honourable House the 1998 Auditor­
General's Account for Enugu State. 
Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, vve have just received from 
the Auditor-General of the State, the 
1998 Statement of Accounts, and the 
Leader of the House having presented 
it will have to move a Motion that we 
accept it for consideration before I 
refer it to the relevant Committee. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I move 
that the document so presented, that is 
the Auditor-General's Annual Report 
for Enugu State be accepted for 
cbnsideration on a later date to be 
determined by the Rules and Business 
Committee of the House. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve): 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. I have risen to 
second that Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 
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Report fi'om the State Auditor-General 
on the 1998 Annual Accounts accordingly 
accepted 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
before I refer this document to the relevant 
Standing Committee, I wish to appeal that 
this is the third time we are receiving this 
type of document, and up till now we do 
not know the fate of the first and the 
second. So, I am appealing to the Leader 
who incidentally is the Chairman, House 
Committee on Public Accounts, to 
endeavour to give us up-to-date report on 
those so far presented, because we cannot 
be piling documents from the Auditor­
General without conm1ents. 

Each time we receive it, we pass it to 
the relevant Committee without receiving 
from the Committee the extent of its own 
investigation or effort on it. So, I arn 
appealing that since we are referring this 
also to the Standing Committee on Public 
Accounts, please try as much as possible 
to give us up-to-date report on those 
already sent to the Committee. 

This document is hereby referred to the 
House Committee on Public Accounts, 
and they are given two weeks to report 
back to the House, all things being equal. 
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ORDER OF THE DAY 

Consideration of Report from House 
Committee on Rules and Business on 

the Standing Orders of the Enugu 
State House of Assembly 

(Adjourned Debate on 
Consideration (05/05/2005) 

Leader: Mr Speaker Sir, may I 
move that this honourable House do 
now resolve itself into a Committee of 
the whole House for the purpose of · 
considering the Report along with both 
the Draft and the Standing Orders 
presently in use. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to second that 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Report from House Committee on 
Rules and Business on the Standing 
Orders of the Enugu State House of 

Assembly- Considered in the 
Committee of the 

The Chairman: ·Honourable 
Colleagues, please go to Order No. 20, 
that is where we stopped during our 
last sitting: Order of the Day: An 
Order of the Day is a Bill or other 
matter which the House has ordered to 
be taken into consideration on a 
particular day. An earlier day cannot 
be substituted for the day so appointed 

-{ 
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We may recall that during our last 
sitting there was a kind of disagreement on 
this particular Order No. 20(1), and along 
the line, we decided to defer debate to the 
next sitting day. I do not know whether we 
have now agreed, or whether some 
Members still have a different view about 
it. We tried to explain the difference 
between the Business of the Day, Order of 
Business and Order of the Day. that day, 
and along the line some hon. Members 
were not actually following. On that basis 
we stepped down further debate to the next 
sitting day. 

I wish to humbly request those of us 
who still have doubt or those of us who 
still want to make contributions on that 
particular one to let us know and give 
reasons for not accepting what is here. 

Chief Whip (Mr Odo): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, we adjourned to the extent of 
researching into whether or not the Order 
of the Day as it appears in the paper reflect 
what were termed Order of the Day to me. 

The House adopted a Motion moved by 
the hon. Member for Enugu East (Mr 
Ugwu) that Order of the Day should to be 
left the way it is in the Old Rule and it was 
unanimously adopted. Now in Order No. 
20 we now come back to say that an Order 
of the Day is a Bill or other matter which 
the House has ordered to take into 
consideration on a particular day and an 
earlier day cannot be substituted from the 
day s.o appointed And what we are saying 
is that since we agreed that Order of the 
Day should to be left the way it is in the 
previous Rule and in the previous Rule, 
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Order of the Day appears to be the last 
even after the presentation of the Bill. 
For instance, we have defined Order of 
the Day as a Bill or other matter for 
which the House has ordered to take 
into consideration but what we are 
saying is that if we go by what has 
been written which the House has not 
regarded at present then the issue of 
substitution is totally irrelevant 
because the Order of the Day as it 
appears here cmmotes the presentation 
of Bills and any other matter which the 
House is considering for that day. If we 
now say that what we are doing now: 
the consideration of this report, is . part 
of Order of the Day that means that it 
is not qualified to be the Order of the 
Day because from the Old Rule which 
we adopted the Order of the Day 
appears to be the very .last after all 
items have been listed. · ., 

The Chairman: Which rule did you 
say we have adopted and is going to be 
the last in the list. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, you are 
reasoning contrary to everything 
because the Rules and Business 
Committee recommended that Order of 
the Day includes ... (Interruption) . 

The Chairman: I told the Chief 
Whip that day that Order of the Day 
means a business we started but could 
not finish it and the next day we will 
discuss such business again, it must 
come as unfinished business. So, it has 
nothing to do with frequency of 
business or what we have adopted in 

---
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the House. What we are saying is that 
Order of the Day is a business which we 
started and could not end that day. Just 
like today we have a report from Auditor­
General; if there is any reason for us to 
discuss it today it is going to be Order of 
the Day and if we do not conclude 
discussion on it today it will now be 
deferred to a later date to be determined by 
the Rules and Business Committee of the 
House. 

Chief Whip: How would you know it 
will not be finished at a particular time as 
to describe it as Order of the Day? If you 
describe Order of the Day as unfinished 
business, how would you know the 
business that is unfinished? 

The Chairman: Of comse we should 
know! What is the Chief Whip talking, we 
should know the business that we have not 
finished. And if you look at the Order 
Paper of today you can see Order of the 
Day. Between you and I 'we are aware we 
are not treating business and that this 
business is still progressing; therefore it 
should come as Order of the Day; 
unfinished business. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, just get me 
clear. Just tmn to page 15 Order No . 15, 
place it side by side with Order No . 9 in 
the Old Rule. Now Order No. 9 in the Old 
Rule appears to be Order No. 15 in the 
new Rule and if you take it, it started with 
the formal entry of Mr Speaker, I am 
reading the new rule, prayers, Oath of 
Allegiance and Oath of Membership of 
hew Members, Approval of Votes and 
Proceedings, Order of the Day. I don't 

know whether you are following? Then 
according to the new rule they now 
included message from Governor, 
presentation of Bill as Order of the Day 

, and this House said no, that message 
from Governor should not come under 
Order of the Day, that was why 
somebody moved a Motion and we 
now said, Order of the Day has to be 
left the way it appeared in the old rule. 
And in this Old Rule, after listing 
Message from the Governor, other 
Announcements by the Speaker, 
Presentation, papers then up to 15 and 
then 16 after mentioning all these you 
now say Order of the Day. So, now 
how do you reconcile the issue of 
Order of the Day coming as item 5 in 
the new rule and then Order of the Day 
coming probably it the last item in the 
Old rule . as it was accepted by the 
House? This is a very big confusion 
and contradiction. What I am saying is 
that the way it appears does not in any 
way show that there is creditability in 
what we have done. What I may 
probably suggest, if it is possible, is 
that since we have admitted that 
Message from Governor should not 
form part of Order of the Day we now 
have to move another Motion 
reconciling the Motion earlier on 

. passed that the Order of the Day to be 
left as it is in the Old Rule and then 
after listing the Message from 
Governor we can now say Order of the 
Day before we can now put 
presentation of Bill, Motions, petition, 
Papers, etc. 
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The Chairman: On that note, I think I 
am okay. Gentlemen, if you look at that 
Order No . 9 (the Old one) we are not 
quarrelling with the issue of Message f rom 
the Governor. We tried to separate the 
Message from Governor from the Order of 
the Day during our last sitting. The 
presentation of Bill , we have agreed too , is 
an unfinished business. What the hon. 
Chief Whip is saying is that there should 
be some re-arrangement, that we should 
now come back and lift the Order of the 
Day and place it immediately after 
Governor 's Message. (Interruptions) . 

Honourable Colleagues, you see, when 
we are talking, we have others whose 
duties are meant to guide the House even 
though they do not have opportunity to 
stand up and talk. What they are saying is 
that it is better we leave it the way it is in 
the Old one because any of these things 
here could form Order of the Day. Any of 
the items lifted in the old one immediately 
after Governor 's message could form 
Order of the Day that is why they went 
ahead and put it almost last. 

Chief Whip: What is now Order of the 
Day if any the items could fonn Order of 
the Day and you now put it last? 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North I): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, following the definition of 
Order of the Day, there is no need 
bringing it after Message from the 
Governor. Because, when you bring it 
after Message fi'om the Governor, and it 
states: Presentation of Bills, Presentation 
of Motions and so on and so forth, they are 
talking of the fresh matters while the 
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Order of the Day is talking of. matters 
that we have been treating that are 
unfinished. So we cannot bring it after 
Message from the Governor. So we 
better adopt the Old one. In other 
words, there is no need moving a 
Motion to remove it. 

The Chairman: W~ had already 
adopted it before the argument came 
up. The argument came up when we 
got to Order No. 20. If we want to 
leave it the way it is, let us make 
progress. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): I will 
like us to look at these points; .. we have 
this thing each day we enter here, i.e. 
Order Paper,· what do we call it? It is 
Order Paper. As it appears today, item 
4 says, Paper. That is a business 
treated by the House as contained in 
the Order Paper. I will like to 
appreciate the difference between 
Order Paper, Order of the Day and 
Business ofthe Day. 

The Chairman: The point is that 
the Deputy Leader is just taking us for 
away from the issue. Let us not delay 
in this matter; I do not know why we 
should continue with unnecessary 
debate. This is a very straightforward 
ISSUe. . ··!] 

' Deputy Leader: What IS 

tinnecessary argument. 

- The Chairman: During our last 
sitting, you were not here, so this thing 
you are saying today was seriously 
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debated before we said okay, let us leave it 
l.mtil a later date . 

Now, you are coming again to take us 
back to Aguobu-Owa. Gentlemen, when 
you talk about contradiction, there is 
nothing like contradiction as far as I am 
concerned on this matter. I tried to explain 
this thing the other day, I am happy hat the 
Member for Igbo Eze North I (Mr Onyeze) 
has equally highlighted it this morning. 

Several hon. Members : Wrongly; he 
got it wrong. 

The Chairman: It is not wrong for 
Christ sake. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Thank you, 
Mr Chairman; you know that the last order 
as proposed by the bon. Member for 
Enugu East II (Mr Ugwu) which we 
adopted, Order of the Day came after 
Message from the Governor. Now .in this 
one, they are talking about order of the 
business coming after Message from the 
Governor. What I am trying to say in 
effect is that if we adopt as it is here, it is 
contradictory. It is very clear. It is either 
we bring this Order Paper after Message 
from the Governor so that it will be in the 
form with the other one or we adopt the 
Old one as it is . That is what it should be. 

The Chairman: Okay; can we now re­
arrange it? That is, we now re-anange it 
using the Old one which we had already 
adopted. 

/ 

The old one says: Formal entry of Mr 
Speaker, Prayers, Oath of Allegiance and 
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Oath of Membership of New Members, 
Message from the Governor, Order of 
the Day, Other Announcements by the 
Speaker. Honourable Colleagues, this 
one has already been adopted. 

Chief Whip: No. It has not been 
adopted. What was adopted in the Old 
one was that the Order of the Day 
should now be reflected in the place it 
takes in the old one in the new one. 
Nothing else was adopted in the old 
one aside from the position · of the 
Order of the Day. 

The Chairman: What we adopted 
was the arrangement of business as 
contained in the Old one. That was 
what we adopted. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North I): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, there was a Matter 
of Urgent Public Importance but that 
matter of urgent public importance 
came after we have considered and 
treated Order of the Day. We need to 
stream-line things, it is when we have 
exhausted all new things that we now 
·go to the Order of the Day, It is better 
understood like that. What I am saying 
is that what would have been the case 
is that when we have treated all new 
things, we now go to Order of the Day 
for a particular day. It now refers to us 
to the previous business as it is in the 
Order of the Day just as we have it 
here. So what would have happened 
perhaps is that even Matter of Urgent 
Public Importance could have been 
moved before we come to Order of the 
day. 

--

(, 



2689 
Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 

24 May, 2005 2690 

The Chairman: It is wrong. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo-Eze North 1): It 
is not wrong, Mr Chairman Sir, If you 
look at Page 9 ( 11 ) - Arrangement of 
Business, Mo tion for Aqjournment and 
matters of Urgent Public Importance. 
Now, what I am saying is that all these 
two things must be finished before we 
come to the Order of the Day. Even at the 
last sitting, we finished a part of Order of 
the Day which was debated on this Draft 
Standing Orders before moving to Matters 
of Urgent Public Imp01iance which was 
finished that day. So we need to finish all 
new things before we come to Order of the 
Day. 

The Chairman: Has the hon. Member 
for Igbo Eze North I (Mr Onyeze) ever 
seen Matters of Urgent Public Importance 
ever listed on the Order Paper? We do not 
list it on the Order Paper. It is a matter of 
urgent public importance. So it does not 
appear on the Order Paper. 

Chief Whip : Mr Chairman, Sir. Does 
other Announcements come on the Order 
Paper? The moment we appreciate that 
this Rule is okay the better for us. The way 
it stands after the Message ji-om the 
Governor, the next thing is Announcement 
by Mr Speaker. A Committee was set up to 
go and examine all these things, they 
brought out their Report but we are 
neglecting all these things. We are trying 
to accept the mi schief that we are about 
you avoid. (Prolonged interruptions) . 

-~ 

The Chairman: Excuse me 
Gentlemen. Please I do not want hon. 
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.Colleagues to sit down and talk. If you 
have any way out, please stand up and 
inform the House. Do not sit down on 
your Seat and start talking, please. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, Sir, if 
you look at the Old Order we have 
been using, that very 0 ld Order was 
not arranged properly. 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, I request that that Section 
be deferred. Let us go ahead with the 
other Sections. 

Chief Whip: Mr Chairman, Sir, but 
it could affect some other sections we 
might be treating. . . 

The Chairman: It may not ·affect it. 
Please let us defer it. Honourable 
Colleagues, may I formally wish to 
request that the House do now defer 
discussion on this matter, so that the 
issue of sequence on the Order of the 
Business could be properly determined 
and agreed to before our next sitting. 
The Order is meant for the House and 
not for the Speaker, nor is it meant for 
any particular fellow. Therefore to 
avoid doing the wrong thing at the 
right time, let us defer further 
discussion on the matter to a later date 
to be determined by the Rules and 
Business Committee of the House. 
Thank you. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues the following hon. 

.. 
~· l . ~ 
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Members should try as much ns p<• ss ib !c to 
get us to the true positi on of thi s U:·der 1\.! o 
20 before th e commencem ~ nl of •l ur n ~.::-;t 

sittin g: . We \il' ill look at wh8 ll' , -e r 1hcy 
musL ha ve \HiLLl..:n i11 my u lli ·-· ~· be l.(li"l: 
coming to the Chambers: M r E. < Jdu 
should be !here. Mr N::e AJ Onye:::u . 
Leader of the House (i\,fr . lnicll/l iwu) . . \·It: 
E. A1uduoh u. Mr C Up, li '/1. Of l' ·•l ll·se Lli l' 
Deputy Speaker (!vir A tig m:) ~lw u: J be the 
overnll Chairman. They sho uld ·,·ome up 
with something hence we arc ~ ~ ~. i. i c)LII'Jl i l 1 g 

to an y date. Before the commciK,: men t of 
our next sitting, we will s it cl nw11 in my 
office to look at wlwtever they JL .! :> t k1 \ t: 

articul <t tecl. pl ease. The l)e pu l\ Le:1l.kT 
(Mr Anik111e) should _join th t:' l1 l ;•10 . \Vc 
\:van t to ha v•:' so mething th <~ l wi!l ·< T W !li t' 

public. These things ,.ve clrl' cl l1 in ~~ :u w. \\C 

ate not doing it for omsel w s; \Vl.' :;:l' duii1g 
it for posterity. Try as much ns j) l• '· s ibk to 
meet cmcl co me up wi th sum ~.: t l 1 : ,, LwLt•,T 
so t h<~ t we read and discuss Lh ·.:. 1 in 1 , \ ) 

office before our next sittin !.!. :;. : ::se. so 
..... ! . 

that iL will be vn y ellS)' tor us : 1 8cl up l. 
The Clerk of the !louse (.\ fr H ·. ULh) 
should join them please. 

Honourabl e Colleagues. \W h:,. '·' 111 ll ll r 

midst n former hon. 1Vlcmbe 1· i:: i 1e 11:b t 
republic representing Lzea~ u ( \ 1: , i llll' ll~· y 

(Mr hueke Oko1·o) . Oming hi :-; imc 11 e 
was the Chairman of House· C(l i ·, ~: .. it te ~..· li n 
Agriculture. [ am talking ubouL /, : · Ok,1n !. 
Please you are welcome to Lhe 1-[,, .:· :t:·. 

Mr I. Okoro: Thank yu u, 1\ : . . ·: pe~1 k cr 

for ~ : , · ,' ( )rdin ~~ me thi s pri \' i k g~·. 

./ 

M r Speaker: Thank yo u \\ ': · 111 1! ·: 11. 

On behalf o l· my Colk:: g u·~· :-; . ·.ve ·") 
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L'lcumc. It is hoped that from time to 
t. .1e 1 hose old hon. Colleagues can 
•. A il l' :nnund to see the way we behave 
::; tht: Chambers. If there are 
1 :.>diii u.:!ions they want us to make we 
~ : ,tl b ~· <Jdvised that it is done this way 
(. r lh<tl way. In Igbo language- asi na 
< ;J;n , unughi alwri onye kulu ya. On 
i. , . i:-:: Jtl• tc \'OU are welcome. 

ANNOl.J NCEMENT 

Committee Meeting 

!Vl r Speaker: Honourable 
ll k:1 gues. the House Committee on 

.J ·i m Cummittee on Health, Judiciary, 
:'.1 hl ic [>ditions, F:thics and Privileges 
. il l llil'<:' l on Friday 2i11 May, 2005. 
· . .:11Ue: Room 014 and time 11 a.m . 
.\ l t C1KI ~:11ce is mandatory on all the 
,, .L.ill b ~..· rs as issued relating to the Bill 
l., J ~)t ·c lhc Committee will be 

. ' c.:,scu:)s,·u . 

S i g:1~..·d 

!-fun. F. C. Onoh 

Meetings 

iVI r Speaker: Honourable 
, ,li k:,i gucs. we will meet in my oflice 
(, ,, thL' ri s ing of the House. 

1-lulH.> Urable Co ll eagues, the 
·, , lt l~ !n i t t c e that 1 have just announced 
\1il l lll cct on Friday, 12 noon, 24th 
. '::) ?.005 to discuss on this matter 

,. •i!Cl'l ll ill g the Standing Order of this 
" u .-. ~..· . Tl1e ven ue is the Deputy 

.-: ; )l.'ll k n ·s ofl"ice. 

"' 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Nfr J N. Anichukwu): Mr 
Speaker, may I move that this honourable 
House do now adjomn till Tuesday, 31st 
May, 2005. 

F~RMA to Hasten Action 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsuld<.a East): Thank 
you. Mr Speaker I have risen to second the 
Motion, and in doing so Mr Speaker, I 
wish to use this opportunity to call on the 
Federal Road Maintenance Agency 
(FERMA) to please expedite action on the 
repair of Opi!Nineth Mile Road because 
that place is a death trap. One crumot pass 
tlu·ough that road without seeing a case of 
an accident especially between Opi­
Nsuld<.a junction. So, I am inviting the 
Federal Road Maintenance Agency to do 
something about it. 

Mr Speaker: I think that the matter is a 
very serious issue and it should :1ot come 
only in supporting Motion for 
adjounm1ent. There was a time we made a 
Motion on that. I think what we will do is 
that by next week we either mandate the 
Committee on Works and Transport . . . 
(Interruptions) 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve): Do it 
now. Why not now? 

Mr Speaker: No, we have passed that 
stage; next week we do that. I do not even 
know. What of what we said about Awgu, 
was it dor1e? . . . (Interruptions). 
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--

Several hon. Members: Even 
Otigba Jtmction I 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, by next week we will be 
able to articulate all those Motions we 
passed but nothing have been done 
about them. We will then mru1date a 
Committee to follow them up. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, while 
supporting the Motion for adjounm1ent 
it is natural that in a man's life 
whatever comes to a man ~s "equal to 
him. I therefore appeal to the Speaker 
to have a large hemi to bear the defeat 
of Enugu Rm1gers Football club. Thank 
you .... (Laughter) 

Mr Speaker: Well, the Enugu 
Rangers is not only for the Speaker. 
Unfortunately, the Deputy Leader (Mr 
P. Anikvve) would have directed that 
sympathy to the Chairman a11d the 
Chairman has to look at it as his fault. I 
thm11<. the Deputy Leader for 
sympathizing with me. 

Question put and agreed to .. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 31 51 May, 2005 at 
lOa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at I .24 p.m. 


