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sp1r1t in which 1" is madc to work, and the extent to which 1t 1s m"xdc to serve radis
the interests of ‘the people. The success of "a -Constitution depends fal. geti
more upon thcs\ factors than upon its precise form. ¢ o : cond
From this pmnt of view, we have cvery reason:for cénfidence in the the
political structuic.  Both this Council and the Regional Houses have already I'be
shown very clcerly that their first aim is to serve the people whom they the
represent.  When the' time comes, as it soon will, to consider what Lat.
amendments to the Constitution are nccessary or desirable, the experience: e
so gaincd by Members of this Council and the Regional Housces will lend d q
authority to the oplmons ~which they then express. - ne
Honourable Members must be well aware of the grave economic difficulties wter
with which so many countries of the world are faced today. Indeed, when -ure
we survey-the Jresent situation abroad we have cvery reasont to thanl God " the
that Nigeria has not 'been more seriously affected. On the other hand, we As
have no causc ‘or complacency We must contlnually strive not muerely diti
to maintain * : also to improve cconomic conditions within the country. s b
The standarc., hvmg of the vast majority of -our people is still far too low. seoi
‘Millions of pc(}} Ie in Nigeria today do little more than eke out a bare existence, svell
. Over large are: mcdlcal facilities are woefully inadequate, and hundreds -
of thousands of our children are denied the benefits of even an elementary d o
education. No, gentlemen, we have no reason to be complacent. ~
: For
On the other hand, we need nof be too self-critical. It is casy to point velo:
at things which are still urgently required, and it is casy to forget how much lon:
has already beca done and 1s being done. "T'here has been, during recent ndr.
years, a very cc nsiderable advance in public services'in gencral and social e
services in pariicular. I will not weary you witl statistics, but I invite ssib:
- Honourable M :mbers to turn back to the LEstimates for 1938-39 when div
“the total expeniliture was seven million pounds, and to 1945-46 when it rica
had risen to elevenand a half million, and to compare these with the estimates this.
now before you which provide for a total expenditure of ncarly twenty-two rise:.
million pounds These hgures alone illustrate the extent of the progress t t
which is being made.- - . _ ‘ rele
But you wili readily agree that this advance, great as it is, is only a o
beginning. Tl.cre is, however, no short cut to providing a higher standard s I
of hvmg and l.etter social services. ‘Those objects can only be achieved the
with an increasc in the natlonal.lncome of the country and with a consequent s
increase in Government revenue, both of which must depend on the be
* development of the internal ~~ 1 ~xternal trade of Nigeria. 1ca
In the agricu tural industry we must aim at increasing the yield of the soil ngl
in relation both to the-unit of land and to the unit of man power.. We must Iu}‘
preserve and iacrease the fertility of the soil. We must IMProve our nt
methods of cultivation and land utilisation. We must find w ays s and mcans 1ca'
of i 1ncreasmg output per unit of work done. i?g
As you are aware, the general price level of the, commoditics which we €y
produce and crport is subject to movements in W’(aé!,d markets over which I b
we have little r no control.  Even so, therc are two ways in which we n i
can ensure that we get the best prices obtainable.  ‘The first is by improving Afr
quality and ex; orting our produce under the marks of recognised grades. )
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is doing nothing.

st remind you that the pace of Africanisation is governed also 1
of candidates who come forward, and T must say quite frank
nost disappointed to find so few candidates for appointment
io the professional and technical services.  For instance, wh
1 last month, I was shocked to discover in that very well cquipps
mly two students taking the course which will qualify tHem

become V- erinary Officers. So long as this state of affairs continuc
the pace oA Africanisation will indeed be slow. s

The Un usltv College has now opened, and the Principal informs r
that the pl ns allow for a body of from 500 to 600 undcr-graduates, whi,
means ‘"1 the College will be capable of turning out about a hundr
graduat ; . year. I sincerely -trust that the University College will n
suffer the . ame fite as the Vcteunary School at Vom, and I suggest in

- seriousnes. nat alittle less suspicion of the good intentions of the Gover

" ment, and t great deal more encouragement to young men to train for t
careers wl.ch are open to-them, will be more effective in dCCClLl’ltIllg t
pace of A’ “icanisation.

Speakin: of the new University College, Honoumhle Members will ia
read the ill to provide for the establishiment of a Provisional Coun
which has been published in the Gasette during the past three weeks.: It
not propo: :d to take that Bill at this mceting of the Council, because it I

“not yet bc :n submitted to the Regional Houses. It will, thercefore, go
the Regios 1l Houscs, and then be taken by this Council at 1ts next meetir
The main »urpose of that Bill is to create a Provisional Council to adminisi
the affairs f the University College in the preliminary stages until a permanc

- Council © appointed. I think that Honourable Members will read
appreciati the need for such a Provisional Council, and I have no dov

+that Honc wable Membets are anxious that progress with the establishme

of the U iversity Council should be made with all possible spced. T
Honoural ¢ the Financial Secretary will, at a later stage, move the resolutic
which st 3d 1 his name-to provide the sum of £500,000 towards t
recurrent osts of the College over the first five years, and to appropri;
£250,000 o commence an endowment fund for the College.

During recent yuus Yid particularly in the course of my tours, I he
béen mu 1 struck by the enthusiastic and insistent demand for grea
educatior | facilities in the Northern Provinces. "It is a demand which
growing .r more rapidly than could have been forescen a few years a

" when, as -ou will remember, provision was madc in the Ten Year Plan
Developr: :nt and Welfare for the following additional scrvices :—
(i) The expansion of two Men’s Teacher Training Centres at Bau
_ and Toro in 1947-48 and of ot }Vomen’s Teacher Traini
o Centre at Sokoto in 1947-48 :
(i) Two Boys’ Sccondary Schools at Gombe and Kcfli, the first
be built'in the years 1950-51 and 1951-52, and the sccond in

years 1954-55 and 1955-56:
' ¢
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Nominated Unofhicial Member,

It has already Been announced that Mr Creech Jones, the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, has invited a delegation from each ¢ the British
Territories in Africa to attend a conference which will, it is he ped, open in
London on the 27th of September and continue untll the 8tl' of October

.

I hopu that you will accept this invitation since the Confercace will oﬁer
an unique opportunity of discussing current problems with 7 lis Majesty’s -
Ministers ahd with representatives from other territories. .

The March meeting of Council is p'op.uhrly known as ‘he “ Budget :
Session ” since the chicef subject on the agenda is the consid -ration of the
estimates of cxpcnd1turc for the coming year. . . .

You have had the draft cstnpth in your hands for some imys, and will
have observed that they provide for a total expenditure grester by nearly
£4,000,000 than thé approved estimates for 1947-48. "The increases are
analysed in the Financial Secretary’s memorandum which “vas irculated:
with the Estimates qncfﬂn which the general financial outlock for 1948-49

18 also discussed. ¥ ' ..

The Financial Secretary will put before you proposals fe - meeting this '
large increase in expenditure. I do not wish to anticipate 1is arguments, '
and I will therefore confine myself to saying that T commen I his proposals
to your most careful consideration. On my travels in.the P ovinces I have
found an almost universal demand for-a qu1ckenmg of the pace of develop-

ment but, as the Financial Secretary has po pod out in his memorandum,’
this must be dependent upon a progressive cxpansmn of the revenues of the -
COLlnth

ic final decision now lies with you who represent the pe ple of Nigeria.
It lies v \1th vou to decide how well and how sccurely the fo: ndations of the
z ore 1o be Jaid. You will umvmbu ‘that last v r, at the close
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ts under the Colonial Development and Welfare Act arce sclf
hthe relative expendituic and are not included in the abov.

\J

be noted that although the revised ﬁUUI(,Cb of revenue anc
pproximate in total the approved estimates, there have beer
. the year shich have Subshntlally affected some ndividua
uc and expenditure.

g im’portant fcature 1s that in addition to the approved estimate
-of £15,861,000, it has been necessary to obtain approval from the
imittee -for supplementary expenditure of the order of onc
(net) to date. It will be appreciated, therefore, that if the
(approved and supplementary) had been, in fact, expended
have had to face a deficit in the current year.

b

is that much of the expenditure has had to be deferred owing tc
recruitment of staff and difficulties in obtaining materials anc
.e budget for the next financial year will, of course, reflect the
arrent charges but the amount of special and mtmmchnuy
mspent at the 31st March, 1948, will have to be revoted in the
Ghen-the precise amounts have been ascertainc;*d.

ected that there will be an improvement in futurc vears in
ind supplies and therefore it is essential that Honourable
uld 'not be nusled by the fortuitous budget surpluses of recen

1947-48.—The principal source of local revenue is import
rrevised estimate of £7,150,000 shows an increase of £ 900,000
oved estimate: This increase is likely to be partly offset by a
250,000 inexport dutiesand by adecrease of £200,000 in respect
1 share of the profits of the West African Currency Board, which
stantially reduced by the cost of heavy minting and a revaluation
-1nvestments.

- mention th® the revised estimates assume that co’ﬂcctions
me Tax ’ will reach the approved estimate of /3,300,000, but
doubt on this point because of delays in the comp ktmn of the

for bl‘ingillg into effect the Double Taxation Agreement
aated with the United Kingdom. '

TURE 1947-4R% —As T have already stated, supplementary
turing the | -... amounted to approximately onc mllhon pounds

ollowing were the more important items :—
case of £250,000 under th¢ Educational Grants-in-Aid Vote

oproved at the August Mecting of Council ;
on-recurrent grant of £200,000 approved at the January mceting

£ the Standing Committee on Financc to assist INative
.dministrations in mcetmg the cost Hf arrcars of revised scales of
ary and wages adopted with effect filen the Tst of January, 1946,
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increase is of the order of £283,000, the main departmental

"
EN)

astouns and r.‘ cise .. . .. . 9,000
Clceticity .. .. .. L . 33,000
Larine, . r 20,000
“inting (including fl‘) OUU f(n plant for Rpglun Ll :
Presses) « . . .. e . . 21,000
lucation .. .. . S 60,000
ccdical .. .. . - . . 16,000
iice L, 44,000
‘ovincial Administration .. .. . . 17,000
* iblic Works Extraordinary Lol 3,000
ther .. .. .. Ce .. 20,000
/\,78? 000

Special Expenditure for which provision is to be made in
Jcourse, in some cases be of a different nature from those for
v was made under corresponding Heads in 1947-48, but the
ave show the net increase in each case.,

sstimates include three items of approved revenue allocations to
as but it should be noted that the Regional Istimates provide
ses of roughly five per cent of revenue and_these amount to
£250,000. It follows, therefore, that the- above analysis of the
‘mnder , Personal Emoluments, Other Charges and Special
cs not include these surpluses. - '

L1t is proposed to provide a contribution of*£750,000 (roughly
Nigerian Revenuc) to a Revenue Equalization I'und, a matter
Xplained in greater detail by the Honourable the Iinancial
s budget specch.

DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE ScHEMIS.—EDxpenditure for

ar in respect of* grant-aided Colonial Development and

s 18 cstimated at £2,681,278. Dectails of this expenditure are

T of the Listimates of Nigeria but it should be noted that, as s

.¢ final paragraph of the Memorandum on the Lstimates, the

sxpended on regional services and works is “ charged off 7 t
.d" full details of this expenditure are shown in the respective
iates under Iead 51.

The expenditure proposals follow very
vision for 1948-49 in the Ten-Year Plan of Development and

1eed not, thercfore, enter into further detail here.

VENDITURE.—During 1946-47, the actual expenditurc on  that

Ten-Ycar Dcvolopmcut Plan which is bcing fin: mccd from

- £462,670. The revised estimate of CZ\pCHdItUIC m the current
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(@) Urban Water Supplies .. .. .. 143,992
(b) Building Programme for Dev clopmunt - .. 104,380
(¢) Elwmug Development . : . . 32,900
(d) Devclopment of General Educwtlon .. . 56,000
(e¢) Nlarine Development . . ce 849,680
(f) Nigeria Local Development Boar d .. .. 250,000
() Road Dev clopment . . . S 900
5 1,437,852

I vicw widh some npprchcmioil—which is shared by the Ho: surable the
nancial  Sceretary—the increasing rate of expenditure wl ch we are
mpelled to face if the pubhc scrvices of this country are to I g\pandcd
im satisfied, however, this provided the financial policy which as outlined
the Jast Dudget Scssmn"of this Council and confirmed by the Budget
dect Committee 1s implemented at this and subsequent scssior | we can go
rward-with quict confidence in the future stability of the financ of N1ger1a

i .3

orthern Provmces

The shormgc of Administrative Officers to which refere cc has been’
ade in past years continues. About thirty new administrativ . cadets have
cen ﬂppomtnd to the Northern Provinces durir® the past yea but the total
rength'is still more than fifty short of the authorised establi; ‘ment. The
Tect of this shortage has been noticeable in the resulting reduc on in touring
ad in the time available for devotion ts development 7 ‘ojects. The
onsequent loss of contact with rural arcas continues to bede’ ‘ored and was
1c subject of comment in the House of Chiefs.

1947 saw the first and sccond mectings ofahe House of ¢ hicfs, the first
nd sccond meetings of the House of Assembly together with its first

Judget Session. At the Budget Session unoflicial members 1 ised questions
f gencral as well as of local interest and examined the estin ites with great
are and interest in Sclect Committee.  The House alsc  after debate,
sxpressed general approval of the Memorandum on Educa ‘onal Policy.in
Nigeria. . ' ' '

During 1947 there have been some important changes ai ong the Native
Authoritics.  The Emir of Katagum, Umaru, has been appo ated to succeed
his father, the Enir Abdulkadiri, who retired after thirty-seve 1 years in office.
I'he Tiv tribe has undergone administrative reorganisat Hn at the long
expressed wishes of its members anid Makari Dzakpe, an Apy ointed Member
of the Touse of Assembly, has been selected to head the t-ibe as a Second
Class Chicf. “'Their neighbours, the Idomas, have unde-gone a similar
political reconstitution,and have selected Ogiri Adoka as af. ¢ hicf ; he too'is
a Sceond Class Chief. In the Platean Provinee the Bi Ron Utb’\l Council
which is the Native Authority, has chosen as President of * ¢ Counciland
Chief Exccuuve another appointed Member of the Hou oi‘ Assembly,
Rwang Pam, yM.8.E. - ) .
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Dusing * bruary a dispute between the Tiv and Hausa inhabitants o

Makurdi ov., he administration of the town culminated in 2 riot whicl

" resulted in the death of five people and in the wounding of thirteen others
A number of  { ringleaders were brought to trial and convicted. In Ma
a small distur ance at Oke Odde was the culmination of the long standing
disputes over t = future administration of this arca.

In July fa year Lord Milverjon taid the foundation stone of the fugar
Memorial Cov -cil Chamber at Kaduna, which when finished wil provide «
mecting place or the Houses of the Northern Regional Councit and for the
Legislative Co incil on 1ts periodic visits to Kaduna..

Finance- -During the Ainancial year 1946-47 the Native 1 reasurics of the
Northern Prov aces further imiproved their financial position and augmented
their reserves y some £550,000 to an uanprecedented total of [3,440,000.
Except for th small amount carmarked as a Special Reserve to be 1 cld
against any un’ resceable calamity these reserves, which have mostly accumu-
lated during tI war when gencral development projects were not practicable,
will be devote: to the many lecal development projects, such as rouds, water
supplics, pub! : buildings, and Jand scttlement schemes that cvery Native

* Authority has ‘n view. Until so used they earn, as investments or fixed

déposits in the »anks, an income for the Native Trcasuugs when wanted they
can be readily Ahscd and the cash made available for local cxpenditure,

During tI' - year 1946-47 thc revenuc of the Native Treasurics amounted
to approximat 'y £2590,”7 iwainst an expenditure of / 040,000, The
‘increase over ¢ previous year's figure was some 300,000 und was duc
principally to acreases in rates of gencral tax assessments.  The rates of
assessment for e general tax-paycer, apart from those in salarsed caploviment,
rose in somc ¢ vas by as much as 10 for cent to give o maximum of 14s 1d,
and a minimu 1 of 5s 6d per adult male.  The general risc in salaries and
wages-has alse -esulted in a higher contribution from tax-payers in receipt of
this class of in ome. -During the present financial \‘)\ rcar the gross revenue of
Native Treas: 1cs 18 cstimated at £2,630,000 dg)d/ll\t an expenditure of
£2,760,000, sc hat £130,000 will be \\nhd awn from reserve funds which at

“the end of Mar a this year, arc estimated to be 3,310,000

‘Economic —The total purchases of groundnuts for cxport during the

' 1946-47 scasor amounted to 322,699 tons at a basic price ¢¢ £16 per ton at

railway buyin stations and a mmimum of £11 per ton at outstations,
representing ¢ total value to the producer of Between [4,000,000 and
£5,000,000. . he general shortage of imported goods continued to uﬂc_at the
level of intern  prices for locally produced goods and other articles.  "These
were maintain -1 at'unnntumlly high levels as the mhabitant of the Northern
Provinces has ttle idea of saving the money which has been gained from his
export-crops t :til either consumer” goods appear, or as a reserve to provide
for hisold age  to mcet any family crisis.

MinNInc.- -With the passing of the war ycars the tin mining industry is
now returning o ¢conomic production as opposed to all-out efforts to pmduu
tin in as great  quantity and as quickly as possible without regard to expense.
As a result the ligures for the production of tin ore and its associated minerals
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¢ 10,500 men m the Arcai oo o,
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Gold production which stood at 3,315 ounces in 1945 dropp d to 1,180
rees in 1947, The high world price for lead has caused the r Hpening of
galena mine.at Zurak in the Shendam Division of the Platear Province.

Laxn Ristorarron.—Discussion has continued on the polic: »f restoring
as destroyed by mining to full agricultural production. A tc n has been
up consisting of an Administrative Officer, an Inspector of I\ ‘nes and an
ricultural Officer to examine and make a report on each lease 1 a congested
:a for which a? application is reccived. A Re-soiling U it i3 to be

that after a -

tablished on the Platcau tosipplement the approved policy
>lishment -as

wsee has substantially restored a mining area its actual re-est
ricultural Tand shall be the responsibility of Government.
Schemes of rural de -lopment are
rn Provinges
‘dent as they
ble progress.
Province for
maturu in.the
1 examined. to
sroduction of -
sntinue to take

LocaL DE\'ELOPME}I};{‘ SCIIEMES.
arsuing thenr unadvertisgyl way in many parts of the North
1d the benefits to the local population will become e
wture,  The Daudawa Setilement continues to make vah
‘onsideration is being given to proposals from the Benud

co-operative mechanised farming scheme, and areas near I
jornu Provincee and Kontagora in the Niger Province have b
scertain their  suitability for the large-scale mechanised
roundnuts.  Katsina, Zuru and Daura Native Authorities
‘he fead in schemes for mass cducation in rurd: . cas. .

nah woodlands
¢ of a partable
-uthority which
- Nigeria Local
[ the first year’s

A start 1s being made with a scheme to exploit the sava
of the Northern Provinees for small-sized-timber by the v
sawmill. The equipment has arrived and the Zaria Native
18 to conduct the original experiment has applied to th
Development Board for a grant to cover the capital cost ar
working.
Biliri area of the
stic co-operation
scheme fulfils.

The rescttlement of hill willagers on the plains i the
Bauchi Provinee has continued to progress with the enthus
of the people whose frequently expressed wishes the
A Development Officer is in charge of the scheme and ives on the spot.

Considerable progress is being made by the Co-oper tive movement in
. - 4

the Horin Provinee.

A sense of frustration has been noticed amongst all  inking persons at

the delavs and disappointments experfenced, mostly bec usc of shortage of
stafl and materials, in implementing Development plans.  "I'his feeling found
“expression in the House of Chiefs and the House of Asse. 2bly at their recent

Budget Scessions, when many members voiced the dissatis wction of the-people

of their home areas.at the non-fulfilment of hopes for sd? - particular scheme
and were generally critical of the all too frequently re” rated explanation,
“shortage of trained staff and materials 7. However it ' be realised that
this madadjustment of supply to demand is a world « ition and is not

-

peculiar to Nigeria.
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T10N.—During the year pmgress has been made with the
departments intendcd to be so organised 1 in future, and the
ates for the Northern Region have been framed on the basis
Oorganisation. The Unofficial Members of +he Houses of
sional Council showed in their speechcs thcir appreciation
) this task. :

‘eld-Marshall T.grd l\/Iomqomuy Chicf of the Tmpunl
sted Kaduna on the 17th of November and inspected  the
on p'zn'adv A very large crowd watdmd the parade and
arshal a warm welcome. )

decided that the headquarters of Kabba Province shall
but those of the Igala Division of that Proviace are-to be
1, one of the oldest administrative stations in Nigeria, to a
fubrious and convenient for administration, at Atencguma.
omenon has been the influx of travellers into Northern
United Kingdom by way of the Sahara. During the vear
d at Iano on ghis route using a remarkable varicty of motor
which had to be abandoned thlough mechanical defects in
. of funds and sickness have caused much hardship to such

”

1ces ' ,

the Weste: ousc of Assembly were held
the July mecting the House unanimously

m July and
accepted  1n
30l and the
Licensing Bill. A number of amendments were suggested.
- Session « i Decembier five Bills .and, by resolution, the
s lducational Policy'in Nigeria were accepted in principle by
first Western Regional Budget 1"cccivc<1 awarm welcome.
proccedings there was no sign of any division into two
All members, both official and umlfhcul concuived 1t as
k together as one team for the best interests of the Western
ceism there was —always of a constructive nature.,  'Uhis was
the Budget debate and in the Select Committee on the
seful suggcstlon% were made.  Unofficial \Tf mbers particu-
nmendable initiative in introducing an unofficial motion
nt to take measures to prevent Cthftdllh.} disputes going
:me and Moagistrotes’ Courts. This 1s a subject which is

ving the attention of the people of the Western Provinces

th which it has found its way into the debates of the House
elationship between its members and the public.  Further
natter is made later in this Address.

ar the Western House of Assembly has made v good start
In the Western

‘d to record that there has been a steady growth of Official

vhich Africans are represented, and in some cases, are in the
st such committees are the Nigeria Cocoa NMarketing Boavd
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.expense. - 50 m - ¢h so that during the December meetmg of the Tlouse of

Assembly an un« ficidl resolution was proposed by Chief J. R. Turton, The
Risawe of Ilesha, :ccond'member for the Oyo Province, calhng upon Govern-
ment to initi>t legislation to prevent the hearing by the Supreme or
Magistrates’ (. . ‘ts of any case 111volvmg theclaimtoa chieftaincy ticle.  This
resolution was opted by a unanimous vote of both the official and unofiicial
m_embcrb D .

In the Ijeh: Province the reorganisation of the Tjebu-Ode Town Native
Courts has nov. received attention.  Two fine new Court halls, complete
with offices an- waiting rooms, werc. declared open by the Awujale in
November. - ‘ '

At Ishara ¢ scontent with Odemo’s administration led to a request by

‘the Ijebu-Reme Native Authority. for an inquiry into his conduct. The

Native Authorit  was advised that since it was the duty of a Nafive Authority

. to maintain ord: - and good government in its own area the Native Authority
“itself should he 1 the inquiry. As a result of a report by a cominittee of

twelve the Nat: < Authority has rccommended amongst other matters that
the Odemo be leposed and the membership of the Ishara Town Council
reorganized. I 1c report and recommendations arc still under consideration
by Government.

* The Alafin »f Oyo’s voluntary surrender of his clzum to a contr 1buuon
towards his sal: 'y from the Ibadan Native Administration was a wise and
statesmanlike a: . which has gone far towards ending the ill-feeling which has
too long existed :ctween thesc two Native Authorities. ‘

In Deceml radisturbancetook place at Abeokuta where demonstrations
occurred topro stagainstthe continued imposition of flat-ratc tax on women.
This farm of tax “ion has b torce without protest for twenty-nine vears.
Asaprecaution lditional police were scnt to Abeokuta, but after about a sveek
the demonstrati as carne to an end and the police were able to return to their

stations. The ‘gba Advisory Council passed a resoltion condemning those

respon31ble for nstlgatmg the women to adopt such irregular mcthods of
airing supposcc rievarnces.
L

"It is gratii ing to fecl that in the Western vamcw relations between

‘Government, i ative Authoritics and the people aie happy and that there

1s increasipg ur crstanding between all sections of the community.

Eastern Prov. ces

¢ The inau; wral mecting of the Eastern House of Assembly was held
between the 8i and 10th of January, 1947, the principal business being the
making of Star Jing Rules and Orders and the electibn of unofficial members
of the Legislat ¢ Council. At asccond meeting held from the 21st of July to

‘the 2nd of Aug st six bills were referred to the House and the debates on them
" reached a higl standard. 'T'he first meeting of the second session, mainly

concerned witl -onsideration of the Estimates of Expenditure for 1948-49, was
opened with ¢ impressive ceremony on the 15th of December when the

- Foundation St nes of the Eastern House of Assenibly building were laid by

His Honour, t ¢ Chief Commissioner (Sir F. Bernard Carr, ¢.M.G.), and the
Reverend O. )ffiong, 0.B.E. (Member for Urban Areas other than Port
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Inimplen station of the policy of Region alisation, quarterly cenferer

he regional .cads of regionalised departments with the Residents of t

ern Provin s were instituted and proved of great valuc in improving t
co-ordination ¢ action between the various branches of Government.

“Man L¢ pard”” murders continued in the Opobo and Abak Divisio
of the Calabar rovince, but there were encouraging signs, particularly aftes
tour of the afi cted arca by the representatives of the Ibibio {'nion, of
growing -dcter nation by the people to co-operate with Government

. stamping out « us cvil. .- In consequence, it became possible to reduce tl

number of extr police in the %rea from some two. hundred to fifty, to tepe
the Curfew C ders and -to revoke the Proclamation applying the Pea
"Preservation O dinance to the area.

The inaug ‘ration of Port Harcourt as a First Class FOWDthp awaits tl
necessary legic ation. The proposals for the constitution of the Tow
ouncil were f ly discussed with the people and have met with warm popul:
yproval : they srovide for ‘mation of a Council with an clective majorit
1der the chair aanship of the Local Authority.

The divis »n of the former Owerri Province into two, the Ower
P-~vince and' ¢ Rivers Province, was cffected and is proving itsclf full
uulﬁed © -

The flat 1 te of tax was incrcased by snpence or onc shilling in mos

areas during th year. "
- . The salar’ s and wages of Native Administrativy employees have bees
revised and th: new rates werc put into effect as from the Ist of October ;1
has been decid: 1 to pay arrcars as from the Ist of January, 1946, as soon as th
~~~essary fund. can be found. ‘

‘Progress ¢ . the Devclopment programmc'has continued to be hamperec
shortage o staff and material ; the situation is improing slowly, bu
rtage of he vy engineering equipment in particular has prevented the
lementatio: of many major development projects.

Hospitals .ave now been completed at Abakaliki and at Victoria, and work
commence on a new hospital for Onitsha. At Aba a Schoel for Sanitary
yectors has seen constructed, and erection of a Nurses’ Training School
commence - In the Cameroons an Epidemiological Unit has e ommenced
c--and ha: already achicved valuable results.

Work on  cprosy Reélief has continued. A start has been made on the

tion of bu lings at the projected new Leper Settlement at Isoba in the

rs Provin: . At Uzuakoli and Oji River Settlements work has been

nded and Hnsiderable new building undertaken.

Major de: lopmcnt in the Eastern Provinces, is, however, to be scen in
we road ¢ - ruction programme. The Kumba-Mamfe road has been

- ~nmpleted .-« the exception of one bridge, for which raterials are now

assembled. i 1e Bansara-Mamfe road is now passable, and will be open to
traffic by the ¢ § of March, 1948.  Excellent progress has been made on the
Calabar-Mam: . road, which has now reached Mile 55 from Calabar. On
ompletion th: e trunk roads will provide the basis for the much nceded

_aternal road »mmunications in the Cameroons, in addition to providing
land links whi: : do not at present'exist between the Cameroons and Nigeria.

14

el
oo






W

'

L

For the lin od period January to November, 1947, the gradings of
palm oil exceede  that of the whole of the previous year by 73 208 tons and

the average for t
152,446 tons for
. past ten years o’

Colony

At the begr
satisfaction amo:

“custorn and -
should - customa
reached a. peak

I past ten years by 8,918 tons.  Gradings of p: alm kerncls at
¢ cleven months compare with an average grading over the
06,335 tons. :

aing of the year the Oba Falolu caused considerable dis-
st the Whige Cap Chicfs by departing from established
'stlng in members of his own hduschold powers which
ly have been given to his Chiefs. This dissatisfaction
vhen it was found that the Oba pad appointed without

consulting the C iicfs in the customary manncr,. onv uT\uumu Kotun to the

post of AJII‘O Ha,
Ejigbo arca’ of ti
the White Cap
the former appo’
trative confusios
obliged to inte
intractable, Go-
suspended his.
political “organi
he -accepted t:
* of religion and
that by the end
 The shorta,
" has become mos
.modate Govern
- Since the powe:
31st December,
for the various
the Marina
“old building
it was neccssdr
. vicinity of _thc
departments ar
private building
the posscssion o
have disfigured
Military author:
- the tardiness of
still not comple:

During the

~inside the rails, -~
made into a re -

pitclies and sev:
the use of chilc
fulfilling a very
desirable ameni

nd had conferred Chieftaincies on cutml persons in the
» Tkeja Division, a prerogative of Chicf Ojon. "Thercafter
hl(,fS refused to have further dealings with the Oba until
itment had been abrogated, ad as a result of the adminis-
which resulted, -the Commissioner of the Colony was
rene. Since, despite due warning, the. Oba remamed
nment withdrew its rccognition” of his position and
stipend.  The Oba then sought the assistance of certain
stions, but since he derived no advantage from  this
> advice of interceders, consisting of local ministers
icmbers of the Oshugbo and Ilu Socicties with the result
- the year reconciliation was almost complcte.
» of accommodation, both official and residential, in Lagos
acute, and for some time it has been necessary to accom-
went offices in private buildings held under requisition.
of requisition, with a few minor exceptions, lapsed on the
¢ was a matter of urgency to provide office accommodation
epartments concerncd. The new Secretariat building on
rompleted in December, and the space thus-created in the
available for certain departments but, in addition to this,
to construct blocks of offices on the Ikoyi Road in the
Qyllitary barracks. Although pressurc is still acute, all
now accommodated in Government buildings and all
have been dercquisitioned—apart from a small number in
the War Department. . The buildings which for some vears
he King George 'V Mcmorial Park were vacated by the
ics 1 April; 1947, and arce being demolished. Owing (o
nc contractors 1cspon%1b1c for the demolition, this work is

d although action is now being taken to expotlite 1t,

‘car 'work was .completed on the Race-course, and the arca
hich was originally of no use for public purposes, has been
cation ground, comprising a running track, five foothall

al cricket pitches.  This ground is primarily reserved for

en from Lagos schools and boys’ clubs, and, apart from
rgent. need for the recreation of youth, it constitutes a yvery
Its creatiofi has led to a very marked enthusiasm for
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cssential p1clmi* ary to ‘any replanning scheme, '111(”%( ps have been taker
to recruit the ¢ alified staff which will be required “for its operation.  Dn
addition, tife Bo rd has drawn up a schedule of work which, when put inte
operation, will nsurce tlic minimum anount of dislocation while at the
“same time elimi- ating some of the worst slumiarcas of the city.  Plans fo:
new. buildings v hin the township have been carefully scrutigised to ensur
that they do not ncroach on arcas scheduled in the Plan for tlu developmen
of roads, p: lll\s i other public amenities. -

In the imm diate vicinity of Lagos townslup work is in progress on the
new lkorodu ari rial road, and a lay-out plan has been prepared for A\p‘lpn

. which will pro de residential accommodation for- approximately 15,000

people, with all i .rmal amenitics, provision being made also for large numbus
of comnicrcial, dustrial and produce storage plots.  This plan has-been
publishéd, and ras met with the gencral approval of tho public, large

“numbers of app cations for plots having been received already.

The Ikcja Town Planning Authority has functiongd successfully
during the year. Its attention had been centred chiefly 'on the prevention
of ribbon devele ‘ment and slum elimination in the area around the township
boundary, and ! 1ilding has been carefully controlled under existing Native
Authority le;  don. Provisional lay-out plans have alse beea puptm,d
for the villages’, Mushin, Tinubu, Ikeja, Oshodi and Aguru, A considerable
amount of prop randa has been carried out with a view to cxplaining to the
people of thosc Qcas the reasons for this control and the <esirability of
ensuring that a’ future scttlements are laid out on hygicnic, practical and
aesthetic lines.  As a result, the Authoritics have received a great deal of
co-operation frc 1 the local inhabitants; who were at the outset inclined to
be suspicious ¢ Government’s intentions.

- Lagos Town. C ancil

The Counc ’s financial pomtmn continucs to be sound but the absorp-

“tion of an incre ing portion of-the revenue to meet salaries and wages must

i oof

“cramp the prog:

of Councillors
nominated canc
one of these ca
to Imprisonmei

*Jt 1s distrc

persons qualific

trouble to regisi
politics is cent

bear the financi:

In pursua:

- Africans to sci

respectively in
Sanitary Inspe:
1nspect1on Tl

- already high, a;

50 per cent. I

ss of more productive development. The triennial clections

- the five wards of the township took plece in June, all the
Jdtes being returned unopposcd. Just after the clection
lidates was convicted of a criminal offence and sentenced
, Con-scqucntlx a byc-clection became necessary.,

ing to note that out of the estimated number of 15000

to vote in the municipal election onty 1,090 took the
r, and 1t is difficult to avoid the conclusion that interest in
:d In a minority of the population which docs not dirtetly
responsibility of Jocal administration.

¢ of the Cv ncil’s policy to appoint suitably qualified
roposts, two young men are being trained in England,
Municipal Law and Municipal Accounting, while two
ors have been granted scholarships for training in food
percentage- of African members of the Senior Staff is

tin 1948-49 it is cstimated that the proportion will exceed

March, the Medical Officer of Tealth, Dr Ladipo Oluwole,
18 5
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The Council is gradually caccepting  additional respons vinues oo
anicipal nature, and the latest move in this respect is the taki g over of the
ry extensive anti-malarial drainage scheme on the outskirts of ac township ;
is has hitherto been Cj,rried out by Government. The tra ster of other

rvices 1s also under conm( teration, and in the meantime the int rnal Srganisa- .

on of the Council has been brought to conform as closely as ossible to the
andards obtaining in mun1c1pﬂ] administration in England.

One of the serious problems facing the Council durin the year has
cen that of tmﬂu congestion in the streets of Lagos. I so far as was
ossible this has been relieved by the introduction of one-w y traffic in the
aain thoroughrares, but the situation -clearly shows the urge it need for the
eplanning of the town. '

WEeLrare.—The decision to adopt the main recommen: tions of Major
Shepheard’s report on Social Welfare has been given pract al effect by the
setting up ol a Social Welfare Training School, which will srovide primary’

training to sclected candidates and so hasten the day wh 2 social welfare
services—the success of which depends upon the availi ility of trained

officers—will be extended to the Protectorate.
(1)

Complementary to the Training School scheme; cons leration is l')eing
given to the methods by which social welfare can be me it effectively and
quickly extended to the urban and rural areas of the Protect rate, and in order
to make available advice on the technical aspects the serv es of the Colony
Welfare Officer were placed at the disposal of the Ch':f Commissioner,
Eastern Provinces. ' o '

Social welfare in Lagos Colony has been steadily cor olidated, and now
provides an active and well-cstablished system far the pr vention and treat-
ment of juvenile delinquency and for the protection av | care -of children.
Plans are also on foot to place the Approved School at Is orion a permanent
basis and to double its accommodation.

Ttis gratifying that, as the result of reports by an i: :Iependent observer
on the work being done for African seamen in 1 "\Tigcr;z the trustees of the.
Colonial Seamen’s' Welfare Fund have been good enott 1 to make a grant,of
£600 tovwards the work of the African Scamen's Hos! 1.in Lagos and the
recreation room in Calabar.

Drvisions.—The recent augmentation of adn nistrative staff has
rendered jt possible to ensure a closer contact with he people and more
frequent visits to the remoter areas. In particular, : ction has been taken
to bring under close administration the settlement of the ¢ Ajeromi ** section
of the Awori Native Authority area (Badagry Divisio). This area has for
sonice years been the resort of undesirables from the township of Lagos, and,
owing to its inaccessibility from Badagry, together with the lack of any
indigenous  administrative structure it has been irapossible to maintain

adequately in that district law and order. This area has now been excluded
from the township, and it is proposed to grant to it a separate Native Court.
. : 19
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oundnuts m & number of sparsely populated arcio where sois o e e

ble for the purpose. Three arcas suggested for a ground surv. ;7 were,
m arca of about 1,600 square miles centred round Damaturu v Bornu
ince, (77), land lying between Kontagora and the Railway i Niger
rince, and (777), the Shendam Division of the Plateau Province. U der the
ction of the Agricultural Chemist, Ibadan, a team comprising : -embers

ats has,

he Adunmsu(lth(” Geological, Torestry and Survey Departm:
ng Scptember and October, made a thorough survey of the Be

has collected
1c distribution of soils and vege tation. A similar survey of the -

mnu darea

letails of topography, of petrology and water-su- nly, and
‘ca lying

1 of Kontagora was made in November.. The department has 1cquired

wea for an L\pcumu}tal farm on the
-8 south of Kontagor:
) bec

sandy soils which occur bout ten
An agricultural survey in the Sher ‘am area .
arried out by an Agricultural Officer stationed in Plateau “rovince.

the information of the Mission details of groundnut yields aQ methods

cultivation i various zones were
mined sites for 1‘mposed new expérimental farms in the Ondo,

- Tjebu- Ode Provinee s, and sites for an experimental ftum
m research sub-station in the Calabar Province. .

1

The chenusts hawe continued to be closely associated with

collected.  The soil cher ists- have
‘eokuta
an o1l ,

o il fertility

blems in the Eastern Provincees where experimental work on t > complex
1 pressing problems connected with the improvement and mai. .cnance of
[ fertility on the acid sand types of soil was continued and 1s beirr  expanded

rapidly as possible. _
: most economic ways of using available organic manures «

1
ch as ash,

Information 1s being accumulated on th. value and
\ all kinds,
lime and improved bush fallows. Although - nsiderable

sgress has been made, soil fertility problems are becoming acreasingly
rent, and much remains to be done in the way of fundamental » :search and
the evolution of farming practices and systems which will be : =¢eptable to

asant farmers.
ad type, with ¢
‘tilizers 1s likely to become Ls%cntml in order to ’1L111LV
creased pmduumtv required t0 support a dense popul'mon

Oni the heavily farmed densely populated soil . of the acid
their low reserves of phnt nutrients, the use f inorganic
and -naintain the |
In addition

a comprchensive programme of experiments with morganic  ertilizers on

muahia and Nlkwelle Farms, trials were carried out at cight .
tained for the purpostaand representing typical soil types.

tes specially
in Calabar,

. N 2 -
werrn and Onitsha Provihices.  Complete results of the ye ’s work are:

ot vet available, but substantial and impressive responses in ct
stained inomost of the experiments.
trogen in the form ¢ f sulphate of ammonia produged the m
sults. At all the outstation experiments considerable interest

cal farmers and they were greatly nnplcmcd by the subste
roduced m yam y iclds.

Experimental work with hme of local .o,
criod, has proved that on acid soils a single dressing result:
wereases incrop vields for a
conomic pmpmm(m when Loml)mcd with other means of main

I

~t)

>r: 1 yields were
Of the different fer: lizers tested,
st spectacular
was shown by
tial increases

carried o ¢ over a long
i substantial
s long as (ifteen vears, and that Ii ying can be an
;1ining‘ fertility.

&




A start was made in 1947 om a widespread series of demonstratior
the value of lime. It was done in co-operation with farmers on their
land as this is ‘a necessary preliminary to the encouragement of its
However owing to suspicion regarding the intentions of Government, 1
farmers who had formerly agreed, later refused to allow lime to be appli
their farms, and so the scale of demonstrations carried out was limitea
* total of 13} tons of lime, produg,~d at Awgu was suppliced fiee to cighty-t

farmers in the

Onitsha, Owerrr and Calabar Provinces and applicd to

part of their farms on which soil tests confirmed that lime was required.

suspicion among the people concerning - Government’s  intention
demonstrating tac beneficiyl effects of lime is diminishing with propag
‘and the exampic of the 1947 volunteers, and conscquently a consider

incregse in the

scale of demonstration should be possible in 1948.

In view of recent developments with syntheticnnti-malarial drugs
the probable future restricted scope and demand’ f4 quinine, the n

experimental woik on cinchona in progress at Esosong in I{umba Divisic

the Cameroons a 1d at Bamenda was closed down in the latter part of the

The Entomological Section carried out a’locust survey in March

Aptil last year o! part of the Lake Chad district of Bornu Provieice to cstal

— the origin of twc small swarms of locusts reported at the end of 1946. It
found that cer'iin swamps and areas of .black cotton soil were suit

breeding groun: for the migratory locust. . As the areas involved are s

_ (it 1s.unlikely t at any serious swarms will arise there. 'The anpti-lo
. organisation ha. been strengthened in view of the possibility of.invasio
' ~~usts from adj cent territory. Stocks of sodium arscnite are being repli
vy .the hew in: :cticide gammexane, some three and a half tons. of w
_have :il'rcady ar ived. '

A survey s oeing made of the incidence of the pink bollworm of cot

During this sur
the red bollwor

ey it has been discovered that other bollworms particul
n are probably causing even greater damage than the 1

variety. It ap;oars that the control measures in use against the

Lallworm mav
[y |

VO
PRI \\\\“\\\\\\:L"\

< expeniments he
peetle. Thesc
It-does not sc
insecticide can
be highly toxir
on Chrysops s
ground of this
control methoc

-The Agri

measures on ™

i-\_.,_,'_./

Sokoto and I¢
on Shika and
protected dur

provincial deve.

1ave to be modified to include measures against the
Vlaay Plantasion evperinients have been continued to tnve

[N N

I R N N A N R
- Deen carried ouf i an attempt 1o obtan contrat of W0
iiclude spraying cocoa warchouses with a sojution of D.I.
m likely that a complete control will be obtaincd unti
e developed which in direct admixture with the cocoa
w0 the insect but lrarmless to the consumer.  Researcih 3
ccies at Benin has resulted in the discovery of the bree
rector of Filariasis.  Attempts are now being made to de
ultural Enginger has continued to supervise conserva
srthern Provinces agricultural stations and has given advic
opment cominittees in respect of operations at Gyel (Bukt
no. Major work has been confined to demonstration a
amaru Farms where 332 and 85 acres respectively have |
g the year, ’
o
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Some progre
Ondo and Benin

In the Bamc
of cattle hushand
Farm was contin
with_the objeet
mixed farmer. |

Cameroons Guda

will concentrate

Bambui Farm h: s
natives of the arc

with instruction,

Piggeries of
have supplied br
250 head per mo1

Experiment:
very successful :
demand for iniy
the Eastern Prov
under fly-proof
certain difficv
concentrates, i

_nolarge scale de:

- Sales of nu
23,000 gallons.
' A census o
164 crushers in

slab sugar per ¢

offers have becs
fifty-eight have -
Zarla were 844 t

The supply
Kano totalling &
1946-47.

A poor ricc
where the prod
only-379 tons ¢
been set up in
Provinces. TT:
stages for testin;
some form of loc

Good prog:
Oil Palm Resca
schedule -owing
bu1ld1ngs will b:

Altogether
‘school of Agric
stude‘nts_, have

has been made in the control of vidlage cattle herds in ¢
‘rovinces. Yy
.da Division, with its promising prospects for developme
voand mixed farming, cattle improvement work on Bamb
ed in close co-operation with the Veterinary Departine
pxoducmg the type of animal “best suited Lo the settle
‘perience has shewn that the best of the loca) breeds is tl
. and 1t has recently been decided ithat both departmen
1 this type of cattle. An interesting development
been the gradual replacement of Fulani herdsmen [
, who are proving genuinely interested in cattle work anc
1ake capable herdsmen. ‘

he Agricultural Department in the Northern Provine
cding stock and pigs for local curing at the rate of abc
. Anincrease in production has recently been authorisc
in crossing local pigs with imported breeds have prov
«d in the Western Provinces there is a steadily increasi
aved blccdmg stock from nexghbommrr pig I\chus
ices where Tryp'mosommsls is aserious problem pw keepr
snditions offers promising prospects. There are howey
“still to be overcome, notably the shortage,of cheap prote
until adequate supplies of such concentrates are availalb
Jopment can be looked for.

. at the various departmentally controlled dairies totallc

sugar makers showed that at the end of 1946 there we
peration with an cstlmated output of 1,810 tons of brow
num:  The demand for new mills 1s heavy, and fantast
made for sccondhand plant. Of 164 new mills on ord
rived during the year. At 'the end of July ruilments fros
as compared with 583 tons in the previous year.

f fresh vegetables has been well maintained, railments fror
I -tons at the end of September compared with 399 tons 1

cason in 1946 led to reduced millings at Baro and Badegg
‘tion of clean rice at the end of September of last year wa
npared with 524 tons for 1945-46. Smuall ricc mills hay
the Benin, Warri, Ondo, Abcokuta, Ogoja and Onitsh

3¢ are being operated by the departmient in the initia

and demonstrating but it is intended to hand them over t
I enterprise as soon as this can be arranged.

v

ss has been made in the provision of water supplics at th
h Station ai%ienin.  The building programme is bchim
» lack of materials, but it is anticipated that a numbu

completed by the end of the year.

nere were, ¢ighty-one, students in training at the Il adql

iturc and forty-three of these, including six Gold Coas

ompleted  their training. At Samaru there were forty
28 5
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Forest A sistant, Grade I, who has been specially trained in the sub,
en recon nended for a scholarship to read an honours degrecn bol
ord Univ wrsity, with a view to considering him for appointment
st or Silv: wulturist in the senior service.

dring th - past twelve months the Ibadan Forest School has b
expanded. Th new buildings, of wood with shingle roofs, have been fo
very satisfactor as well as pleasing in appearance.  'The course which en
in December, ! 47, commenced with forty students ; five rasigned, one
invalided, on¢ as dismisscd and twenty-five passed theé final cxaminat
Of the remainir : cight,scven will be given a further opportunity of sitting
examination . special advanced course for seleCted IForest” Assista
Grades IT a II, was completed in June, 1947, and all five men pas

-Four have ali; ly been promoted to Forest Assistant, Grade I and the o

will be promoe ~l in the coming vear. Thirty-five students, incluc
two from Sier: QJconc, commenced the 1948 course i Janifarv., A hig
proportion of s~ dents from the Northern Provinees would be welcome.

The Nort! >rn Region was the chief sufterer, during the year, from lac
officer staftf, a d this is the more regrettable because the administra
there, includir ; the Native Authoritics, is keenly alive to the necessity
forest manage aent and is willing to give cvery help to the departm
However as ¢x sting commitments cannot ‘be abandoned to . initiate 1
projects patici ‘¢ must be exercised until the stafl situation improves, "
Northern woo. lands, with their strong coppice growth, are not so vulnert
to man’s actic 1 as arce the high forests of the South, and although fo:
development © _sadly in arrcars in the North, no irreparable  dam
is being causc. to the natural timber resources.  The lost time can

made good in ' ‘¢ future..
0 . . ’ -
* One dev opment cannot be passed over: without comment. 'l

erection and v srking of a sawmill by a private timber worker, in the fring
forest of Jema 1, is a pioncer venture which has called for the greatest resou
and hard wori by him. It brinfgs the Northern Provinees for the first ¢
on to the dep. rtment’s records of production of mill-sawn timber and, 1

hoped, will en nurage other ventures of a similar nature. | 'T'he working of -

forest which : rves the nuili amder strict forestry control for a sustair

yield.

Machine: - was obtained, aftcr long <dclays, for the working of i
savannah woc iland in the Anara Reserve, Zaria Province, for small dime
sioned timber.  The machincry, a simple tractor-driven sawbench and trail
1s pow being rected and the coming year will show whether this import
experimental  cvelopment, financed by the Develgpment Board through t
Zaria Native . dministration, can be cxpanded. Tuy working of this woc
land willabe ¢ atrolled by arcas for a sustained yield, with coppice regenes
tion.

"The Fyc Supply Scheme south of the Jos Plateau, to which Lo
Milverton ref rred in his Address last year, his not been s successful
was hoped. 1 spite of the acute shortage of ficewood on the Plateau it I
been found ti t the market for fuel at competitive pricés, which are at t
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d that ‘the scheme  bas hau o conoiucia. .. =
prices and its possibilities will be further L\amme(‘ 4

o

he Western Region is well advanced from a fores 'y point of view.
ation is nearing completion, as far as now scems p ..ctically possible,”
oh it does not approach the theoretical ideal in  <tent. Also. the
 of forests has proved to be profitable. 'T'he valuab : Benin forests are
planned management and the regeneration op rations, under a.
! shelterwood system, now covers close on ninety = ‘uare miles.” It -is-
»s not sufficiently realised that the impositionof thi. planned 'manage-
in Benin has limited felling during the next twent -five years to one
r only of the area over which rights had origir lly been granted.
could not have been brought about without the ¢ -operation-of, and
intensification of, exploitation work by importar firms. If all the.
:ration .operations were to fail (but every indic: ion points to the
wy) Penin would still have 75 per cent of its forests "atact when present
itments cxpire. VVIth()Ut this planned control it we uld have had none.

such close w01k1ng, quite new in the heavy forest: of Africa, calls for
ighest degree of technical skill backed by scientific research and large
in the extracting agencies. The development Hf ancillary timber
trics based e the large scale and highly technica p1oduct10n of the
naterial in bul® would scem to be the most, profitasle future for this’
so suited for the.growth of the finest forests in Nigeriv. -+

I'he dev clopment of forest management and control'ed workmg in Benin

lower than had been e_\pccted and 1t was not possibl: to make progress in
ume direction in the Ondo and Ijebu-Ode Province:, as had been hoped
. Lord Milverton made his Budget Address twelve 110nths ago.

The advmt'lgeé of concentrated "* o have been amply demonstrated
adan Division where the working vy the Native ; dministration of the
w group of reserves and certain small plantations, totalling no more than
-three square miles, under strict control for a sustiined yield, produced
plus of £3,139, or £418 more than all the general revenue fellings over the
> square miles of the unreserved lands of the Ibodan Division. Such
ve Administration working is of course only possib:c on a small scale and
‘¢ the timber is used only for Mcal consumption. It could not be
npted in the large export timber forests where overseas contacts are

at1al.

The Eastern Region continuces to give cause for anxiety. It must be
wwiedged that a balanced distribution of forest reserves is impossible in
chion The heavily populated arcas cannot sp: re the land for forests
there 1s no choice. but to rely upon the large :reas of forest reserve
iped in the remote, spamcly populated and hilly eastern part of the
on.  1In spite of the removal of the Forestry Regu’ations from the Owerrt

Rivers Provinees, expenditure remains high and cannot be balanced by -

:nue until there is considerablé development of for st management. The
Slems confronting the department in this Region are large and most
iplicated.  If they are to be solved no reduction of expenditure can be
scen in the immediate future but it is believed that a way has been opened
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-for such redugtion by the realisation that a balanced forest distribution, ai
at with: considerable trouble and cxpense in the past, is impossible wnd U
new approach is rocessary.

Generally, the department has shed the greater part of its responsil
“for-direct production of ti: w+ upon the Native Administrations, and
Department of Comnierce and Industries has during the year taken
control of l’[l(“iln[\()l‘[llﬂl’. IEnugu Pitsawn 'l‘imbcr Schemes.

Exports have risen to 2,492,000 cubic fcct of logs and 744,531 cubic
of sawn timber, a total of 3,237, 000 cubic fect aguinst a total of 2,395
cublc feet m(l(lc up of 1,845, ()()() (,Ul)IL feet of logs and 540,000 (,ublC fe
sawn timber, in 1946.  The increase only appears tq have interfered with
satlsfactlon of local demand in the Western men where many s
opcrators plc\uously supplying the home market tumcd to the more profit
e\po1t trade which made a certain degree of control necessary.

“ment.

-Gum aral "¢ exports were 1,815 tons against 2,000 tons last ycar while

"~ value of leopa
1946, the incre

« The té)‘tzli

- during 1947 v

that reccived |
previous year.

[116,000in 1

on Colomal r
ment of Ex-S.
£66,600 in 1t
£113,130 agu
£182,000. 1%

and wages, oc
It would

year until 1

be devoted ‘o

~ collecting dut
~Administratic

the initiation
permanent fo
at this time

permanent v
have been a.
remained stat

Véterinary

i and reptile skms ‘exported roselto £77,296 f1om £60,64
se being entirely in snake skins.

revenue reccived by the Central Government from fore
s £32,633 against £41,090, the corrected figure for 1946,
- Native Administrations rose to £80,497 from /66,300 in
Expenditure incurred by the Central Government rose fi
6 to £164,531. This expenditurc included £19,144 incur
vclopment and Welfare Schemes and £1,457 on the Resct
vicemen. Expenditure by Native Administrations rose fi
O to £79,107 in 1947. Total Forest Revenue was theret
st £107,366 in 1946 and total Expenditure /£243,600 agai
»increased expenditure, due to the general increase of sala
‘rred as had been expected.

¢ unwise to forccast any marked expahsion during the com
is known of the officer 1001u1t1ng possibilities. Attention v
he main to the transfer, wherever possible, of purely rever
s on. unreserved lands to the revenue services of the Nat
Vand to the concentration of the trained Forust Service ur
i profitable forest management under a sustained yield in
st reserves. E\pcndltmc will continue to be high, as it m:
“forestry in Nigeria is 'to be made a profitable concern or
1s for the future.  Conscquently the Native Administratic
1sed to increase substantially the timber fees, which he
since 1925, to offsct this increased expenditure.

Althougi much has been achieved during the past year in the control

epizootic and
continue to I:
ment, a regr:

:ndemic diseases of livestock yet true development plans st
- behind schedule owing to the general lack of staft and equi
:able position yvhich, of course, is not peculiar to this depa
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_available. . .

~output of oh?'c: from 80,000 Ib in 1946 to 47,000_-11) in 1947.

Kano Province. . Work has also been commenced at Jakiri i the Camero

where a veterinary farm and training centre already exist, in the buile
of a livestock improvement centre and a site for a similar pmJut has 1
selected in Katsina Province.

Good progress has been made in the mapping of some of the m
cattle trade rontes and much valuable information hils been gained of
extent of {ly-1 ,.ts encountered by stock en route to southern markets,

J : : '
~ The trade in the export of hides and skins 1s flourishing and rep
by both shippérs@nd tanners on the quality and preparation asc very favc
“able.

It is not yet possible to give the 1947-48 total value of hide and ¢
exports but it is estimated that it will be in the region of three million pou
sterling, approximately twice the value of any previous vears’ export.
is intercsting to rccord that onc of the largest shippers stated his ove
figures showed a general increase- during very recent years of the aver
weights of hides, this being due, in his opinion, to a stcady improvemen

. stock management methods and the control or elimination of stock disea

The slaughtcr stock trade continues to increase in numbers and va
and undoubtedly, the householders of the central and southern belts «
much to the stock raisers of the north. It is a pity that the excessive num
of middlemen, th-ough whose hands the stock passes on its long trek sou

- wards, results, in the end, in prohibitive prices being charged for meat,

preventing the pcorer classes of the community from obtaining a meat ir
except on a speci:i occasion. It is hoped that the organization of trade rou
which is being «:tempted at present, will help by improving the condsti

_under which stock travel and reducing overheads, to bring the price of m

nearer to the pocxets of all classes.

-

On.the w ole it can ue asserted that the year’s work has given v
satisfactory ree Its although, as already pointed out, more could have be
achieved on Io 2 term policy work had adequate staff and cquipment be

®
<

The reduc .on in the cattle population of the Plateau, through the imp
mentation of t = Cattle Control Order, and an 1nc1easmg loml demand -
butter-and fa: , have created difficulties as reg 53(15 the maintenance

-supplies of Voi butte1, cheese and other dairy product.

a
It was dc ided carly in the year that butter production should ta
precedence ov - cheese making, and in consequence therc was a fall in t

. ¢
Butter pr duction has increased by 5,000 ib over Jast year’s figur

- and there has I en an increasc of 6,000 1b in clarified butter fat production.

The outp ¢ of bacon, pork and other products of the bacon facto
was down cori sared with last year. 'This was duc to a shortage of pi

suitable for sla’ hter,
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—-ere they weie separately stored and shipped under special arrangemc
- all some 15,500 tons, mostly from Ondo Province, were dealtwith in

me D68p1te hese difficulties, the bulk of the main crop was sh1ppcd be
. the end of Junc, 1947,

On the recommendation of the Nigeria Cocoa Marketing Board an
agreement witl: the Gold Coast authorities,’a new grading classification sys
was intxoducem f01 the 1947 48 scason. Under this Gl'd( c I remal

former Gradc I lhc b'lSlC poxt pugcs payabln under thL Nigeria Ce
Marketmg Boa d’s centrol scheme for the 1947-48 crop were as IOHOWb -

Glach
Gradce
Gradc

Gradc

for standard w-

- for the lowest ¢
The substantia,
~introduction of

‘necessary incen .

a matter of grc
proper place i
marketing in ti
these hopes wc
.the total tonnag

During th:

controls applicc «

subject to intc
marketing durir
. as a complete j

In the pas.
of Open Gener
goat and sheep
on the 24th Ju
skins enjoy a wi¢
should be clearl:

Owing to t
the consequent
interest of don:

tiiber from W. ¢

destinations wit

. o . [
certificates shoy

Department, I
certificates. It
year but it mu

Per ton naked ex-scale

port of shipment
L s
OI . .. 62 10
11 . .. 60 0
JdI . ., 570
Y . .. 4710

.ght (llldul crop) cocoa. It will be obscrved that the pr
-ade is the same as-that paid.in 1946- 47 for Grade 1T coc
premia now offered for the higher grades coupled with t
the new interthediate grades will, it is hoped, provide t
‘ve to the farmer to improve the quality of Nigerian cocoa
¢ importance and urgency if Nigeria is to attain and holc
the world’s cocoa market of the future. The result
+ first two months of the present cocoa season showed th
: being realisggl. During this period, -over 60 per ceat
purchased was in Grades I and 1.

year 1947, it was found nccessary to retain many of t
during the war years to those commoditics which were n
rational control.  The destructive cffects of unregulate
- the transition pulod will be readily appreciated and serv
tification for o/t retention of controls.

welve months it has bcen found possible to widen the scog
Licence to include two important export commodities, 7.¢
<ins, tanned and untanned. A free market was establishe
as notlﬁcd by Public ‘Notice No.-158 of 1947, Nigeria

.d reputation and the full effect of the removal of restrictior
discernible in 1948. .

> abnormally light rains during thc}j;ﬂ'ﬂ-(J logging season, an
ifficulties of evacuating logs, it was tound neccessary in th
stic supply to impose certain restrictions on the cxport ¢
tern Provinces ports. ln order to qualify for shipments t
n the United Kingdom, exporters were required to surrende
ng that deliveries -had also been made to the Public Work
ra. Specific licences were issued. on the basis of thes

ras not found possible to relax these restrictions during th:
- be emphasised that these limitations are of a temporan
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w birector at the meeption of the departinent was carried on s
woughout the year. Many inquiries were dealt” with fro
cpartments of the Board of Trade as well as from private firms.

Another important aspect of the trade branch of the dep:
e facilities afforded for the dissemination of advice to Africans w
) set up'bueincsscs or local industries in Nigeria. Many trav

verseas have also visited the department for advice regarding th('

went of enterprises in this country.

The monthly issuc of the bulletin continues and is appreci:
Its form may be altered in 1948 but its object wil

:cipients.

ring to the notice, mainly of small business men, oppor'
spansion.  Publications and catalogues are available for inspe:
apartment’s new library., ‘h

expe

Frsneriss.—Due to- lagk of staff and equipment,
)40-47 amounted to only £4,300 out of a vote of £15,400.
v the first half of the 1947-48 financial year has amounted on!
it of the £22,500 which wa$ approved. -, .

A Master I'isherman arrived in Lagos in the latter part of
-st task was to train his crew to make trawls and other nets. St
> tested the nets in the waters of Lagos harbour mr{ lagoon, u
otor vessel.  As expected, 1t was found that fish flocks were no
rge to provide a vessel of this type with an economic return.  I0
:cessive, numbers of immature fish were being caught even
eshed nets were used. In addition, it-was found that damag

wsed to native drift nets.

The Master Fisherman- was then transferred to Port
:plore the larger creeks and estuaries in the Fastern Provinc
- date have not proved encouraging and tend to indicate that
eas are most likely to repay fishing from small motor vessels

Accordingly, Government, in October, 1947, approved-
" a 35-feet all-purpose motor fishing craft—the smallest size
is possible to operate at sea with all types of gear.  Work is als
1 fitting out a 9-feet lifeboat under the supervision of a sc
isherman who arrived in October of last year. At the same tin
cugaged m producing ring nets, drift nets and seine nets. for €.

-As yet 1t has not been possible to recruit a Fish Farmer, a
as hoped to-fill from the Fishing School at Hong Iong. Efl
:ing made to obtain a suitable candidate from India. In tl
iitivation investipations are continuing at Lagos and are 4
wards the collection of data on the economics of rearing grey
chlid perches. Experience has proved that these species
lerant of pond conditions in brackish waters and thrive best on
1d easily crushed. hermit crab applied as food in the form
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he commercial fish farm experiment showed that, from ciuses not yet

scovered,
holly successful.
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the cultivation of grey mullets in a blocked-oft cregk was not
* By virtue of this, the creek has now been tarned over to
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the growth o{
from experimc-
but much val

work can be ex
one of the main

Records ha ¢
and Five Cowric -
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understanding o

At the invi
‘Section, - British

and at Lagos m»
In a prelimina -

Increases in the
not be expected.
economy of Nig:
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that the emphasi

between fishern:

yet availablec.
- The develo:
"also received at:
(1) util
(2) util
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(4) util
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expefim'ental sta
been given m rey

Customs and E:

Increased 112
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period April .to
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£1,250,000 over <

Although s;
derived from imy
world prices hav
range of articles s

™ There are u:

“modities, but a s

piece goods, wear;
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both the previous
attributed to the

*«cmbers

a

iichlid perches as well as grey mullets.  Results to date
;with both ponds and the fish farm have not been conclusive,

able information has been obtained and will prove of .
" considerable be..¢f

when the services of a 1'ish Farmer arc available and the
ended.
actors limiting the present experimental work.

been maintained ¢f landings at Igho and Mckwen beaches,

‘reck pveraperiod. "Phese records will provide information

ar and scasonal catches—-data which is essential to a proper

the effects of native fishing methods on fish stoeks.

ation.of this Government, Dr E. Trewavas of the Fisheries

Museum, visited Nigeria from January to March, 1947,
de an extensive collection of various locally important tish.
report, Dr
ish population, or in revenue, arising from fishing, should
Tt was cmiphasised that 'so little was known of the natural
ian waters at jwesent that there was little basis on which to
crmen or Government.  In conclusion, it was considered
of development should be focussed on research and haison
n and Government. "Dr Trewavas’s {inal report 1s not

ment of a number of industries subsidiary to ﬁshing' has
ation. W 5 been carried out on the following :—
sation of oyster shells for lime and poultry grit;

sation .of swim-bladders for isinglass ;
ation of mangrove bark for textilc
ervatives ;' . .
ation of fish livers for vitamin extraction.

dyes  and net

of the public have inspegted the work at the
on at Onikan and-much 111f01nmu,} and assistance has
7 to frequent private and commercial mquirics.

:ise

-ortations of both capital and eonsumer goods arc reflected
vy return of import duty revenue.  Collectiens during the
‘ovember, 1947 showed that they. exceeded all previous

sr a similar period, as well as showing an increasc exceeding
is period of 1946, which was itsclf a record year.

cific duties provide the major portion of the .revenue
rt duties, it has nevertheless been apparent that-increasing
resulted in proportionately greater collections from the
rject to ad valorem duties.

sonfirmed reports of overstocking of a few imported com-
1dy demand continues for such important items as cotton

gapparel, bicycles, motor vehicles and allbuddmg materials.

exports has been dlsappomtmg and shows a decrease on
rear and the estimates. T'his short-fall cannot be entirely
‘cletion of rubber from the export duty schcaulc during
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It must again be emphasised that lack of staff is

Trewavas stated that immediate results of
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*_ AR PorTs.--
has been particui
provision for traf,

" responsibilities in

except for mino

- proceeded satisfac

With a land
foreign territory p
estimates must of ¢
and patrolling in ti
done under considc
the officers concern

On the seabc
recently in its cap:
made seizures, sinc
approximately [1,.

. from Fernando Po.

Apart from th
but it is intended tc

The compiling

over by the newly

equipment and sor:
quence being trans
Customs officers a
Statistician is able t:

During the yc
Customs Service w

Collectofs.now on ti

'Recommendati
courses of instructic
Customs and Excisc

Cameroons Devel

_ The Cameroon
accordance with the

and since then it

concerning its gene:

a1 completed the p10Jected extension will enablc Apflpa to
the cargo now passing over L“Lgos wharf and will plovxdg
itics in kecping with the incrcasing tonnages. it may
cted to be. called upon to land and ship as the develop-
‘0gresses.
- complaints of the travelling public regarding the lack of
or passengers are being met as an interim nicasurce by the
rary baggage examination room at Apapa.  Work on this
ped, commence shortly and when completed will provide
iling and passing of passengers’ baggagc until it is possible
‘nent structure as part of the main wharf extension scheme.

e growth of both internal and international air services
lv noticeable during this year and has led to greater
P)paltlculally at Lagos and Kano. 'This department’s
connection therewith have increased accordingly and,
difficulties which w_,ere to be expected, work has
srily. '

onticr extending for some 1,500 miles all hordering on
ventive measures on the modest scale authorised in the
:cessity be restricted to guarding known main trade routes
s vicinity of those routes.  Good work has however been

1ble difficulties and, in not a few cases, great discomfort to
1.

td the m.v. Vigilant has been particularly successful
ity as a Customs preventive craft and during November
condemned, upon which the liability to import duty was
9, and thirty-seven persons were convicted of sumggling

Vigilant there is no maritime Customs preventive force,
‘cctify this serious omission as early as possible.

of trade and revenue statistics is at present being taken
formed Denartment of Statistics. 'T'hé Power Samas
- members Customs statistical staff arc in conse-
rred too. Other members of the staff wwho are trained

being loaned on secondment until the Government |

crain his own staff. .

three African officers were plomotcd to the Colomal

1 the grade of Coll_ectm, making’ a total of six African
staff. &

1s have been made for two African ofifters to procecd for
in the United Kingdom. They will be attachcd (o the
1 the Umtcd Kingdom.

»ment Corporat1on '

. : . ¢ L
Development Corporation was brought into being in
:rms of the relative Ordinances on the 1st January, 1947,

s been mainly concerned with preliminary matters
i organization, the recruitment of staff and adjustments -
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ability to give efl’

various reasons, as

teachers, trained a_ .
cated teachers hav

have been made .
the salaries rccom
of “‘ non-national
agencies or local ¢
involved in the sal:

The Higher ¢
moved to Ibadan
College. Since th-
Students and staf
original home at 3
tonew surr oundm
Department, whic

The devélbp.
steadily. The T
last. Eighty-eigh

- courses for meclh:

evening ptreparatc
training of appre:
made for twenty
machinists. The
and later be drafte

The Trade (
the training of a
factorily and a
date bricklayinu ;
/The training
Enugu, which op
about 200 men-
electricians. The
practical course fo
The gencral -
Plan is proceeding
supply situation.
and an apprentices
engineering shop a
The developn
The buildings for
been adapted as :
eighty-six girls fro
building of the wc
building can be br
of students in 19
Ibadan and Umus
entrants. Plans f.

ient service, and those who cannot be, considered, for.

rrofessionul wers. For want of a better term, graduate
[ certificated teachers, and a selected number of uncertifi-
been referred to as “ national grade ”” teachers. - Grants

soluntary agencies to ensure tatat these too will be paid on

wnded by thie Salaries Revision Committee.  In the case
orade ” teachers thic grant is such that the voluntary
mmittees have to find a part of the mereased expenditure

4
Yy 10\/151011 “

sllege, Yaba, with its students, staﬁ “nd equipment, has
.fhcm it-will become the nucleus of the new University
war broke out, the Highcr College has led a nomadic life.
although regretting, as is natural, the Dbreak with their
ba, have accepted loyally their latest translacon ; they go
s and a new tradition.  The good wishes of the Educ1t1on
will cease to have responsibility for'them, go with them.

ent plan for technical education has been procceding
Anical Institute, Yaba, commenced operations in October
trainecs are in attendance at day continuation apprentice
:dcs and carpenters, while 114 students have joined the
y technical courscs. At the Trade Centre, Xuba, the
ices for the wood trades has commenced, and provision
carpenters, twenty cabinet makers and fifteen wood
oprentices will first study the fundamentals of the crafts
to actual production work. )

ntre, Kaduna, has been in opcration since 1946. Here
rentice carpenters and mechanics s proceeding satis-
cements are being made to add at the earliest practicable
binet making and wood machinists’ trainiﬁg

" ex-servicemen continucs at the Trade Training School,
‘7(1 in February, 1947, and has in operation’ courses for
vehicle fitters, gcneral fitters, carpenters, masons and
school has to date Completcd a six month’s
42 ex-servicemen.
iilding programme of the Technical Education 'Ten-yeas
is satisfactorily as can be expected in the present difhicult
At Yaba, workshops, stafl quarters, apprentices’ hostels

canteen are in course of erection ; at Kaduna, a mechanical
A staff quarters are being built.

.t plan for general education has also made some progress.
erly occupied by the American Air Force at Kano have
airls’ trammg centre and this was opened in July with
various provinces of the Northern Region.  Plans for the

en’s training &ntre at Enugu are in an advanced stage ; if
-un shortly, it may be possible to admit the first batch

Small extensions to the Government colleges at

ia have made it.possible to accept a larger number ,of
“the extension of Uyo Elementary Training Centre have
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the production of .nany primers in Fiwsa; Tiv, Yoruba, Ibo and Efik and
cheap literature. During the course of the year, twenty-two booklets has
been produced i d an cqual number arc now with the printers. 11
presént shortage of paper is however making production difficult. It
particularly satisf ctory to note that in the Northern Provinces where sale
have been largely confined to the campaign areas, the supply has frequent
not kept pace wi i the demand ; in the course of some six months 30,00
copics of booklet .have been sold.  There are now three vernacular news
sheets being proc iced locally in campaign areas and more are i process ¢
production. - ,

Visits have b. en paid to Nigegia by Mr J. W. Brereton, General Secretar
of the University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate, and by M
J. Waterman, the Secretary of the Collegiate Council, University of Londor
and Secretary of _.ondon University Committec for Higher Education 1
the Colonies. It addition to conférences with members of the Educatio;
Department and :xamination secretaries, Mr Brereton and Mr Watermas
visited several scl ols. They are expected, as a result of their visit, to mak
recomnendations ‘especting tir * onduct of external examinations.

Lord Milver ' referred in his speech to this Council in March, 1947
to ;chne impending cstablishment of a University College at Ibadan. 'Tha
project is now " c¢ll under My, The, Principal Designate Dr Kennet]
Mellanby, took u. his dutics in October, 1947 ; the buildings formerly uscc
by the 56th Genes [ Hospital at Ibadan have been adapted with commendablc
rapidity. as-a ters porary home for the college. The staff, students anc
equipment of th. Higher College, Yaba, have bcuu«,v ansferred to thesc

buildings ; it is ¢ vected that the first degrw students will be admitted in
October this year, '

Itisnoexdgg -ation to say that the cstablishment of this college 1s one of
the most importa ¢ and most encouraging cvents in the hlStOf\ of Nigeria.
Into the college ill flow the most promising pupils from ofir secondfuy
schools ; from’it v [l come a steady stream of qualified.men and women able
to assist in the all- ‘ound development of the country, able to play their parts
in all fields of se .al activity and advance. A University is not, however,
merely. a machinc for turning out graduates in various faculties ; it -should
provide the backy: 'und for the acquisition of those intellectual virtuds without
which no commu ity can live a full life; for clear thinking, for ’lCCUl'ltC
reasoning and for respect-for objective truth.

Medical

During the st year considerable .progress has been made with the
regionalisation of he Medical Department and it is hoped that during the
current year the'c ‘cct-of de-centralisation will be self-evident.

Although th' ¢ has been a considerable improvement in the recruit-
ment of* mcdtq officers and nursing sisters there is still . difficulty i
recruiting spec’.’ t medical officers for work in leprosy wnd pathology.
The shortage or aitary superintendents continues.

< Two medice {eld units have gone into operation in the Benue and
Cameroons Provi ces and, although it is too carly to assess their actual

value, the start ha been encouraging.  These teams are carrying out detailed
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CRIMINAL ] NVESTIGATION. arments, clubs
matchets, arrows and daggers were examlned for blood and seminal stains
Owing to ever- 111c1easmg requests for the gloupmg of bloodstains, this worl
was handed over on the Ist of April, 1947, to the Pathologist, General Hospital

Lagos.

Poisons detc pth in viscera or in connection with cascs of dllcgcd pOoISoI-

1ng were -ar SCllI(

organic arscnicals, bismuth, sobita, strophanthin arrow

poison, vxalic J1ud sassy-hark, caustic soda, sulphapyridine, oil of chenopo-

“dium, spigeria anthelmia and copper 'md potassium  cyanides.

A large

‘number of drigs were identified in connection with contraventions of the

Poisons and Phar
be abortifacient:
comparatively ha-
senting a consic
of Indlan Hen |

A numbe1 )
.cases of contrave

QOther cascs

counterfeiting,

investigated.
A metal ‘can
gun cotton, prob

WATER.—D:

Ibadan, Kaduna
the year.

were carried out -
water tanks and
connection with :

Investigatios
water sterilisers.

Pusric Hea
facture were con
in a number of ¢

Canned goc
examined and i
Milk from the t
factory througho

Various dn:
prescription. A
Iavman was dev’
to prevent the us

MISCELLANE
every Govesnme
engine oils and g
making, chemicn
kaolin, boiler scal

: Less 1
Ladi indicated s:

macy Ordinance. Various local herbal remedlics reputed te
or poisons were examined and usually found to be
mless. - Over 150 samples of illicit gin were received repre-

:rable increase over the previous two ycars. Possession

was proved in seven cases involving thirty-four exhibits.
gold, gilded or suspected gold, articles were assayed in five
‘ns- of the Goldsmiths Ordinance.

nvolving adulteration, larceny, suspected arson, forgery,
les of terne-plate utensils, drugs and medicines were

. , , ,
ter washed up on the beach was found to contain slabs of
oly from old army stocks dumped at sca.

ly bacteriological examinations of water supplics at Lagos,
nd Port Harcourt gave very satisfactory résults throughout
:quent tests on' Kano, Zaria, Jos, Aba, Enugu and Barakin-
:sfactory operation.  Chemical and bacteriological analyses
v other existing and projected supplies and on railway coach
filters. Analyses were carried out and advice given m
cam raising in power stations and locomotives.

were also carreed out for the medical authorities on portable

‘n.—Regular examinations of table waters of local manu-
aued.  Samples received fell below satisfactory standards
cs and the manufacturers were warned accordingly.

s, flour, bread, garir local fruit and other drinks were
nany cases « « unfit for consumption and condemned.
» Lagos dairies was tested regularly and was found satis-
_the year. _
;s and medicines were checked for conformity with
casy identification test for terne-plate, applicable by a
«d, in order to aid the health authorities in their campaign
of terne-plate for domestic utensils. 4

/

Us.—Various unclassified samples, ¥gccived from almost
't departinent, included chemicals for water trcatment,
2ases, sand for filtration and concrete mixing, clays for tile
,, mineral salt deposits, soil, soaps coal, briquettes, local
and stecl.
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. large increase in expenditure, provision for an additional

¢ Railway Renewals fund of £400,000 hos been madd
in that as soon as the quinquennial review of this {fund
1 it will be confirmed that the £4,000,000 in the fiind
nnual rate of contribution are quite inadequate. The

unable to snend this money to date becauwse of the
aing the supprics which arc so urgently required, and the
ipital asscts which have served their uscful life and whose
onomic has been impossible.  Furthermore, prices have
at, for example, the twenty-onc locomotives of which the

_was estimated in 193‘) at £180,000 will now cost L412,000

of £430,000 in operating expenditure is attributable to
cct of the normal inercments whish have been granted
increased salary awards, to increas¥y in cstablishment to
‘ht-hour shift wherever possible, to further increases In
d stores and to a very Iarge increase in the pensions and
‘o the Junior Service staff,

:nt available for appropriation is-estimated tehe £220,540,
pendent upon uninterrupted Railway w orking thl()mllout
dustrial unrest and unauthorised strikes which have been
1y have causcd serious and lasting dislocation, and, working
weity the Railwvay cannot make up during the 1ulmmdu of
s caused by such disturbances.

reserve fund intended as a Ratcs Equalization I'und, now
00, and’it is very necessary to increasce this fund to at least
n as possible; this amount 1s the minjmum considered
of the striking increases during the past few vears in the
ire ‘deemed essential to withstand the vagarics of trade,
roundnut crop or any scrious dislocation causcd by mdus—
essentjal that the Railway should be in a position to weather
vithout having to make on cvery occasion drastic cconomies
s of which unfortun’ttcly continue long '1ftu their nitial
noved.

‘m% ahead of it a vast expansion programme consisting of
Ut its staff, the rebuilding of cight of its majot stations and
jcsser oncs, as well as oﬂucs locomotive and carriage sheds
‘stallations. .
rrowed when the sdditional recurrent cost of loans already
be met from current revenue.

aat the net amount available for appropriation will be
t all tuture eventualities ; moreover, the Railivay has been
¢ general interest of the country, to carry all focally grown
wer with building and  other constructional materials,

. the cheaper kind at cxperimental and largely uncconomic
:L i therefore under consideration that there should be a
reduction of L2(
Hf its loan mpihl

000 113 the interest charges paid by the Rathvay to Govern-
these interest charges total £900,780,

68

It is pmbablc thercfore, that new capital

g
O
¥y
10






I’z—m.d Oni Creeks
.of Omu Crecek.

FYRE S

The reclam:*.jo

K

son" vessel Lady Thomson, has been fully cmployed i

pumping spoil f "n th¢ Lady Bourdillon on to the swamp arca betwee

Victoria®Beach 1401
of spoil were d’ -

~To combat t;
‘each cousisting ¢
as was practicab
below the low
to increase the ¢
and even so'rou
later the seas bre.
that remained h:
water line move
groynes were bt
and the formatic

Another ind
the western sidce
on the eastern s

. In the mon
Mole in an ecast
started, and this
effect of this has
is possible that i-
that the spur it
“The question of
consideration.
Hydraulics Labc.
quickly, coverin,
that by this mea
having to expen:
only bc tcstcd o

Durmg the
near the East M
From there, the
until at four mik
of 27 feet. Bey

With the a
developmentofiic
than in previous

T'wo par ties
of the Opobo-L

‘to complete a la

the Cross River .

rosion decreased’ to 16 fect over the next mule

! Five Cowrie Creek. During the year 2,345,110 ton
?)uted over the northern part of this area. .

crosion of Victoria Beach, the three experimental batteries
siree stone mound groynes, were extended s far seawary
, which was approximately 190 feet from high water t
er mark. In their construction, it was found nccessan
« of stonc up to the-maximum that could be handled
1 seas broke down the formation at the seaward end
ed behind the landward end. In spite of this, the stonc
a beneficial cffect on the beach, as although the higl
landwards, particularly locally where the roots of the
ched, the low water line has remained reasonably static
of “lows” along the foreshore was partially checked

ation of improvement was that the high water line or
[ each Dbattery of groynes was retained sceaward of thai

ey
s 4

of June, coistruction of a spur. running from the East
'y direction, at a point between high and low water was
s extended to a distance of about 150 fect.. The immediate
scen a building up of the beach directly behind 1t, but it
rough weather, the exact opposite effect may occur and
i will become out-flanked and be dithcult to mamtain.
alignment ing,  orth-casterly direction is at present under
has been decided to have a scale model made at the Delit

wtory where a number of experiments can be made very

many different types of protection works. It is hoped

5, an effective defence!system may be arrived at, without

large sums on full scale experimental works, which can

:r a considerable number of years.

ast twelve months, the erosion H\f’vs varied from 10 feet
¢ to 50 feet-about two and a half nfiles to the castward.
and a half]
cast of the mole, there was accretion of an average depth

id this, there was slight erosion.

‘ival of more marinc officers and the sccorfinient of two
s, it has béen possible to carry out more waterway clearing
sars. :

ave been working continuously on the dredging and clearing

t Creek and the Sheba Bank. It has also been possible

e clearing programme in the Calabar Division, including
.d all the main tributaries.

The Lagos-" »rcados-Port Harcourt launch route, Yewa, Ogun, Sagbama

ave been cleared and work still continues on the clearing
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Session of Legislative Council, but the non-arrival of certain assent
materials, = espoai A]ly steel, has  deferred completion Gl 194849, I
similar reasons : ¢ new bguct(umt buildings at I<aduna have not plO(T] Css(
as rapidly as w s expected. (@ther big building works started during -t
year include th Regional .Council Chamber, Enugu, the Police Trainir
Centre at Ikcju Public Works Headquarters extensiory, new headquarte
for the Posts a d ‘I'clegraphs Departinent, Lagos, and printing works
Enugu. Numc ous medical buildings, post ofhices and h()usinq scheme
are also in hand wnd the new Pl()VJIllel Centre at Umualia is in the cours
of deyelopment. ‘ '-

The expan ‘on of air trafiic has led to considerable activity in buildin
construction ar : acceleration of airfield improvements. At Ikeja a nes
town has been :lanned and is in course of development. Nany building
and quarters a: : now being crected to house or serve the needs of th

“numerous stafl ' »th senior and junior who must live in.close proximity to th

airfield: As fo. the airfields. themselves, the extensions at Tiko and else
where .are mak g good progress. A new apron &ind hangars have beer
constructed-at  .cja, and during 1948 it is planned ¥, provide a permanen
bituminous sur. ce to No. 2 runway. Radio facilities are being provided a
all airficlds usc: by the internal air service. :

Turning .t the devcelopment programmpe, an cxpenditure of somc
£1,700,000 was Hrovided for in the 1947-48 Estiniates, but It Js not expected
that much moi = than £600,000 will be expended.  T'he biggest share of

-this expenditur is in the Northern Provinces, wheré it 1s about cqual to that

of the Eastern ad Western Provinces, combined.

The best 1 ogress which has been made in the department has been on
road work. 'l .¢c Shagamu-Asha-Ibadan road i1s nearly cowmplete, the
Calabar-Mamfc and Bansara-Tkom-Mamfe voads arc both forging ahead
and it ig hoped he latter will soon be usable for light niotor transport to the
‘Camerdons. '} 1c first bridges, including one 120-foot span, have been
completed on e Lagos-Ikorodu road, but there is heavy constructional
work ahead. ’ icre is also progress to record on the Kano ftastern, Yola-
“Wukart and ot! :r roads in the programme. o

The most nportfmt bu1ldmg projects in hand under the developnent
programme arc rade schools at Yaba and Kaduna and the improvement and
extension of + \merican Air Force buildings which have been taken over by
the Educatio:, cpartment for usc as a Wonien’s Training' Centre at Kano,

“the Technical stitute, Yaba, the seccondary school at Zaria, the Agricultural

School at Sam:  and the hospital at Onitsha.  There has been some delay
in starting the ¢ ucational esta blishments at Enugu owing chictly to ditheultics
over sites. Pro rress is also being maintained on leprosy contrel and o1l palm
research buildi s in the Eastern and Western Provinces. (

c

Urban wa 't supply schemes at Minna, Warri and Tagos are not ycet
complete but | ogress is being made in so far as staft and materials permit.
A start has bec» made at Sokoto.. The rural water supply organisation has
now been fully -ansferred to the Public Works Department, but it continues
to work under ¢ ¢ advice and with the assistance of the Director of Geological
Survey and his taff.  With the arrival of drilling gear and plant in increasing
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The produc ion of gold has been limited during the year to sonie d

as a result of the aigh price of tin, partly owing to a number of small oper
granting options over their holdings to the large, adequately capita
mining compani s so that their arcas could be scientifically prospecte
fully qualified n ining engincers and geologists and partly to the polic
~granting large arcas under Special Exclusive Prospecting Licences for
to such companics. London and African Mining Trust, I.td., a mer
of the same Lot lon mining group as the companies interested in the 1
zinc areas, took '.p approximately two thousand square miles. Amalgam
Tin Mines of Nigeria, Ltd. took up some two hundred squarc miles.
associated comp wmy ol the same London mining group, London Nige
Mines, Ltd.s h.s applied for an additional two thousand square m
Copies of ¢'* lata, plans and aerial photographs of Special Exclu
" Prospecting Licences are supplied to the Chief Inspector of Mines and
Director of Geo yzical Survey, so that a valuable permanent record is obtait

o

The Camer-yons Mining Corporation, L.td. was conceived in 1947 for
purpose of carrying out mineral prospecting operations in the Camecroc
The Governme:.t of Nigeria and T.ondon Tin Corporation, Ltd. arc equ
interested in th: financing of the new Corporation which has a capital
£60,000. The chairman and half the dircctors will be appointed by
Government ar.l the other half. by the London 'I'in Corporation, T
Preliminary aérial reconnaissance has commenced already and it is hoped
legal formalitics will be completed shortly.

Geological Sl'lA vey

There has Dbeen little improvement in the staff position of t
department dw ag the year, the numbers remaining at fifty per cent of ¢
establishment. It has not glways been possible, therefore, to provi
- geologists to 1 ccet the increasing demands for geological investigatior
Dr C. Raeburr assumed duty as Director of Coloaial Geological Surveys
July last year. '

Considera® ic attention has becn given during the year to the evaminati
- and mapping o the black coals of the Enugu escarpment and of the lignit
.. in the Benin a 4 Onitsha P~ “nces. This work, still in progress, is beit
done in co-opcration with a tcam of technicians from the Powell Duftry
Research Scrvices Limited. Many coal and lignite samples, have be
collected for a alysis in the Powell Duffryn Laboratory in London.

-The re-m: ppicg of thé Plateau tinficlds continues and is making goo
progress. Th~ mapping of the Oyo goldfield has continued and internt
reports on th results there and on the tinfield are being published. Th
services of the Vlining Geologist, who is stationed it Jos, have been much i
request for d y-to-day work on mineralogical préblems concerning tir
columbite, lcac -zinc and gold. The chemical and petrological laborator
maintained by the department has been fully employed on cconomi

‘examinations ¢ ~ rocks and minerals. , '

- Although no longer responsible for the constructioc of rural wate
supply works, prospecting for water occupics much of the department’
time. Work c. this kind bas been carried. out in Bornu, Katsina, Kontagora
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Hiery

The Coliiery’s output for 1947 was 581,528 tons which was a «
713 tons on the previous year. The output during the first ten

: year was very qdversely affected by the shortage of railway TO
ich became progressively worse throughout the year owing to t
-erioration of existing rolling stock and the siow delivery of ne
November and December the colliery labour, having worked we
t the year, adopted a '
1sidered to be inequalities in the new rates of pay under the Mill
:h the assistance of a Conciliator this question was eventually set
0 slow ”” policy during November and December resulted in ar
sof 35,000 tons. - ' Q

The retirement of the Chief Underground Manager -and t!
gineer, and several resignations.of recently appointed sen
icers have resulted in a number of vacancies in the senior sc
tit is hoped that these will'soon be filled. .

Owing to geological disturbances in the vicinity of the Iv:
tput during the yedr was reduced to 600 tons per day but this r.
tput at the Iva mine has been compensated by an increase in
Obwetti mine which is now capable, on demand, of producing
1,800 to 2,000 tons per day. The construction of the coal store
th their 'mc1lhr} cquipment has been held up by delays in the
uipment from the United Kingdom but these bunkers shoulc
eration before the end of 1948.

The new Valley Road Housing Scheme was completed and
cupied during the year. 'The temporary camp which was built
nost been replaced.” Thére are still, however, a number o
Ing in temporary puarters and it is hoped to begin work on th
p Housing Scheme during the year in order to provide accomrr
:se and other workmen.

The mechanisation of the mine, particularly on the coal fac
arded owing to the delav in the delivery of equipment or:
> United Kingdom, but ti7 material is now beginning to arri
ped that sufficient will be received during: 1948 to allow for t!
:chanisation of one underground unit which should be capableo-
0 tons' of coal per day -when the labour operating this
comes more skilled in its use. Arcwall coalcutters and elec
uipment have.arrived and are now in use. ‘The Colliery-Man:
it a number of workmen have shown remarkable skill and
erating this machinery.

It is hoped that deep core boring equipment together wit
erator will arrive in Nigeria early in 1948, and it should then bc
sess the measures necessary for the extension of the Colliery imr
vance of the present workings.
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Land

The Lan, Department, which had been combined with the Survey
Departmentsi- ¢ 1934 was : un, on Ist April, 1947, constituted as a scparate
“department w 1 wide functions, onc of the most important of which is the
‘collection and orrelation of data on African land tenure. A new Regional
Office, under o Assistant Commissioner of Lands, was opened at Enugu
in August, bu the absence of staff prevented the opening of a similar oflice
for the Weste 1 Provinces. It is proposed tlmt a Lands Registry shall be
started at cac branch during 1943.

The acq: sition of land, for a varicty of pu.;hg purposcs, under the
Public Lﬂahds wcquisition Oldlnance continued to form a high proportion
of the work : ~ the Colony section of the department. Nine notices of
intention to a uire lad were issued during the year and all claims were
settled in the ase of six acquisitions. At the end of the year action was
ptoceeding in cventeen acquisitions of which eleven had¢cen referred to
the Suprer_ne ourt for determination either of the persons entitled to or of
the amount ¢ compensation. Four ordinances affecting title to land in
Lagos were e cted ; these were the outcome of the report made in 1939 by
Sir, Mervyn 1 w. Some sixty-five claims to enfranchiscment were received
under the Ep- c¢do Lands Ordinance. Objections on behalf of the Crown
were lodged @ a number of cases where application was made to register
freehold title - ader the Registration of Titles Ordinance to land which was

averred to be ‘rown land.  The objection was upheld by the Registrar of
Titles in each -ase and two appeals from his findings to the Supreme Court
were dismissc . Thirty-five new Crown leases were issued, mainly in the

rapidly exten ng residential arca of Ikoyi. Eighty-foul frecholds were
sold and two ent purchase agrcements were entered into of plots in the
Yaba Estate, -here ninety-nine new plots were laid out, twenty-eight of
these'were ~ side for the building of temporary alternative accommodation
to house s..  of the persons dispossessed as a result of public acquisi-
tions in the, faji district. Not all the remaining plots are vet available
for leasing, = )the demand is vastly in excess of the supply. It is hoped
-that clearing, Agplannmg, and rcclamation by both the Lagos Exccutive
Development joard and Central Government agencies will in duc course
make large n< - residential arcas available to the public.

In the = ‘estern Provinces seven acquisitions were completed and
twenty-three : ¢ in progress, mainly in connection with schemes under the
Development programme. Action was also completed on twenty-cight
Crown leases 1 transactions under them, and on two applications under the

Minerals Ord; ance. .

There ha been a considerable expansion of work in connection with
leases under t; - Native Lands Acquisition Ordinance. Both on Crown land
and on applic ‘ions for mining purposes shortage of traincd survevors has
held up progre s. '

. .

* A study - 1s madc of the scattered information on African land tenure
in Benin Pro' 1ce. This was sifted, co-ordinated, and embodied in a set
of notes whici have been submitted to the Chief Commissioner,

i 3
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tern Provinces the following important surveys were carried
m: for water supply ‘and aerodrome extension, Calabar ;
snugu ; new site for Ahoada. Government station ; additional
road extension layout and Government Reservation arca,
extension to Leper Scettlement, #zuakoli; Railway siding
and pioncer oil mills, Azumini.Y¢A number of smaller
50 carried out. _
rveys iy the Western Provinces the following may  be
Abeokuta Province the radio distribution station at Abcokuta,
n Preventive Service headquarters at Idigoko.  In Ijcbu
lio diffusion centre at Ijebu-Ode. In Oyo Province the land
institute at Oyo, and the detail survey ‘of the site for the
icge at Ibadan. In Warri Province a new layout in the
sidential area, Sapele. '
. surveys carried out in the Colony were the lavout of three
1ew Government residential area at Ikeja; new lavout of
fkoyi ; residential plots at Yaba ; acquisition for the extension
, Ebute Metta ; revision of two eighty-cight feet sheets at
hospital site at Igbobi; and electric sub-station at Agege.

os drawing office the following represents the principal work

: map-of Nigeria, 1:1,000,000.
1 town plan, 1:12,500. _
4,800—revised. _ .

deed tracings. ' ‘

deed drawings

Ugs for Land Registry.

ints coloured.

ale map of the world.

 of Nigeria 1 : 3,000,000 (in hand).

Oyo town plan 200 feet to 1 inch (revision in hand).
Cameroons 1 : 1,000,000 and 1 : 2,000,000 revised.
rellancous small jobs. . -

he scrious paper shortage only one new map was reproduced
. The map referred to is the Air Facilitics Map of Nigeria,
0, comprising four sheets. One hundred copies n six colours
1 the Director of Public Works.

red and twenty-two requisitions by other departments for
5 of prints were dealt with.

L]
utput of the section was :—

- of printing jobs . . e . 436
epared .. . .. .. .. 1,062
! printed copies . . . .. 88,157
ons co .. .. . 93,295
antings . . W . . ce 769
aountings .. . .. . .. 250
ts . o . .. .. 1,753
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f State for the Colonies is at present arranging with the
i’ and National Scrvice a suitable course of training for
Dfficers who may in future be sent to the United Kingdom
se of training ; this will replace tl'e social science course
cd previously. The new course i dlesigned to give the
" the future, in addition to their theorctical training in the
T Eeonemics, a practical knowledge of “Tabour problems
to various scctions of the Ministry of Labour and National
:y will have direct experience of a highly omamscd labour

1SORY BoARDs.—The activitics of ithe Labour Advisory
and Colony during the year under review wcre mostly
juiry into stevedore and dock labour. The main problcm
wvas not so much that of laying down a minimum’wage as
7 the present allocation of labour so as to guarantee full
1ent to workers in the industry. The recommendat1011s
cring all aspects of wages, conditions of employment, and
at the docks, have now been framed and submitted to
onsideration. \

in-Council Nos. 25 and 26 of 1946 fixing: the minimum
ions of employment of industrial workers on the rubber
nto force on the 1st of January, 1947, but their 1mplcmcnt1—
sended for some time pending furthel inquirics.

iry into the minimum wage rates obtaining in the tailoring
npleted by the Board. The existing rates which were laid
r-in-Council which came into force on the 1st of April,
view of the increased cost of living, considered by the Board
nd new recommenda’uons have been submitted to the
1cil. ‘
: ﬁmng a minimum wage in the motor industry has been
ition’of the Board, and recommendations covering drivers,
1 apprentices have becen submitted to thc Governor in
1as also commenced inquiries into the rates of wages and
" employment of all persons employed in the retail and
ithin the area of Lagos and the Colony.

upon the appointment of a new chairman, -the Platcau

:r Advisory Board has resumed its inquiry into the rates of

‘ons of employment of unskilled labourers and task workers
Minesfield. The inquiry has been completed, and
- submitted.

of draft regulations coverlng the estabhsnment and control
in labour health areas in the Northern Provinces® was

ibmitted to Government for consideration. An inspection

‘¢ area disclogad an urgent need for more rigid control of
the matter o7 luy-out, health and sanitary arrangements,
a of facilities for medical and hospital treatment for the
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witn cie anageinent, @ Trades Union Ollicer was sent to . nugu to assist

in the re-organization of the union into a state in which it wo Id be possible. - -

for constructive meetings with the Colliery Manager to ! - held. " After
progress by the Trades Union Officer, the Senior Labo- - Officer was
appointed conciliator and satisfactory interim agreements wer negotiated. -

Oursrarions.—\Vith the opening of a Labour Office : Buea in the
Camcroons at the beginning of the year, the number of outs: .tion offices of
the dedltIn(nt was increased to-seven. ‘The main functi 1 (.)‘f this new

office is the supervision generally of labour conditions in . .¢c Cameroons
and particularly 51 the former German-owned plantations re: ntly acquired
by the Cameroons Development Corporation. A labour srce of about
16,000 is employved on these plantations in the productic  of bananas;
rubber, palm oil, dricd bananas, tea and pepper.  In addition > these duties,
the Labour Officer-in- Ch'u'ge supervises the work of the Cala ar zu;d Enugu

Labour Offices cachi of déiich is under an Ass1stant LﬂbOUI C cer.
'I\

T'he position in wg)ald to the other offices is as follows < .o

Lacos.—The activitics. of this office consisted of sctt ng industrial
disputcs and visits of inspection to imdustrial establishmen . The office
gave assistance in the drawing up of a total of four indust: :l agreements

during the vear and also VlSlt(,d forty-nine cases of industri | accidents in
the General Hospital, Lagos, 1n order ‘to advise on their cl: ns under the -

Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance. “ ’

Jos—By the middle of the year a Labour Officer was osted to take
over the dutics of the Jos office which hitherto had been per >rmed by the -

Resettlément Officer, Jos.  The office continued to supervise he conditions
of labour in the minesfield. ,

Cavasar.—1'his office under an Assistant Labour Officer continued to-
supervise the recruitment of labour for the Spunish. territori ; of the Gulf
of Guinca. It is also engaged in other activities such as ‘ ¢ settling of
labour disputes and the inspection of industrial establishme ts”as well as
the handling of resettlement matters in the area.

During the past year, this office dealt with the recruitme: * of a total of
Z,/bl labourers and the repatriation of 1,565 others who L d completed
‘heir contracts in Fernando Po and had returned to Nigeria.  "hese figures
epresent a decrease of 32 per cent in the case of those recruit :d and 3 per
cent in the case of repatriates, over the figures for the previous twelve
nonths.  "T'he estates of deceased labourers handl(,d by thc ofl: :¢ during the
cear were valued at £350 2s 4d.

Bexin.—~The officer-in-charge dealt with the application « f Orders-in-

“ouncil Nos. 25 and 26 and the general supervision of labour, <onditions in
3enin Province. ~\Varri and Ondo Provinces were later in tll‘c’: car 1included -

n the area covered by the office. 367 complaints of non-paym nt of wages,
Heged illegal termination of appointment and other minor corr  unts were
fealt with.  Attention was given to the settlement of certain ma .. industrial
Lisputes which occurred in the Benin and Warrt Provinees durin ; the year;,
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pensions. Ex-scrvicemen requiring legal assistance arc bcing financially
“helped by the .\ssociation. The return to their homes of destitute and
incapable cx-stivicemen has been undertaken by the Association.  Such
men are being provided with {ree tr ansport and subsistence allowance while
en route to their home towns. :

) Up to and including the 7" of November, 1947, 112,417 cx-services

men have been demobilized. i these 75,478 have registered as seeking

employment an.l 29, 273 have actually bcen placed in employment. 3,647

are -recorded as naving re-enlisted in the Army.

Although 1 :any major- development works, in which lic the hope of
many unemployv 'd ex-servicemen, are not yet in actual operation owing to
the shortage Hf staff and materials, it should be noted that
“the Nigerian G ivernment’s response to its many #nd varied rescttlement
problems has nc: been Iess than that obtaining in ot! - dependencies of the
British Conmc wwealth in spite of the fact that Nigeria's industrial
development fs =t in its infancy. :

- Publié Relatio. s !

“The Public Rclations D(,pdltln(,llt broke new glound with the opening

= of a regional ofl ‘¢ at Ibadan. The cxperiment wasientirely successful and

- the office ended its first year with a “ Regional Public Relations Week ”,

’ during which ore than forty dclegates, representing reading room

committees anc litcrary socictics in all parts of the Western Provincees,

gathered in Iba an to hear talks from departmental officers and to discuss

matters of muty ! interest. Provision is made in the 1948-49 draft Lstimates
for the "opening of regional offices at Enugu and Kaduna.

The Nigeri Review and the Children’s Own Paper continued to be in
popular deman. . ‘Therc was a big increase-in the amount of assistance
given to the pr- s, the number of “ releases 7 issued beingsalmost trebled.

material sent ¢ crseas for the purpose of “ projecting Nigeria in other
countries. ' jons with the local press throughout the vear were most
cordial. _ o . .

The stafl’c the dcp"trtmcnt has become much more mobile and senior

. officers have te ')d the provinces, giving lectures and answ c11n<f questions

on Governmen plans and policy.

The Cinc: 1 Section covered a wide arca of the country with its four
vans, showing nstructional films to large and appreciative audicnces. A
start was also : ade with the Jocal production of sixtcen millimetre films.

A new wi  distribution station was opened at Calabar and the stations
at Jps and Ijel :-Ode will be completed shortly.
Police : )

Mr M. K N. Collens, Superintendent of Police, was promoted Deputy
Commissioner ith effect from the 13th September, 1946, in place of Mr T.
V. W. Finlay, Deputy Commissioner, who lhad succceded Mr W, C. C.
‘King, c.a.G., o Commissioncer, on the'latter proceeding on leave preparatory

to retirement.

L]
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The number

f offenders whohave been detected in relation to offérices

reported and whe 1ave been prosecuted to conviction has been satisfactory,

_and a large perce

For the pur;
crime committed
which emergency
night by member
police assistance.
despatch by motc
the type of offen

S In 19481t &
number of moto1
in radio telephon
area and thus en:
minjmum delay.

There are 1
being appreciate
public. _

I wish to ta
public to co-opc.
and order and in
imposed on ever,
preparéd and is
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~ duties : to do so
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and Opobo Div’
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possible.  The
murders which
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Administration
Administration
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tage of property reported stolen has been recovered.

e of dealing more speedily and effectively with cases of
n Lagos, a control room was inaugurated i October to

clephone calls could be dirceted at any hour of the day or

of the publie reporting the occurrence of erime or requiring
This has resulted -in prompt action being taken by the
vehicle of the police and cquipment necessary to deal with

> reported. : &

hoped to extend and improve this i)’stcm by providing a

rehicles which will be fitted with wircless apparatus and be

- communication with the control room, to patrol the Lagos

le the police to proceed to thg scene of any crime with the

. : ‘ ¢
lications that this system, although still in its infancy, is
and is being increasingly made use' of by members of the

: this opportunity of emphasizing that it is the duty of the
te in every way with the police in the maintenance of law
.¢ protection of life and property. 'This is a civic obligation
law-abiding citizen and unless cach and every onc of us is
‘lling to assist to the utmost of our ability we cannot expect

‘ter how cfficient they may be, to succeed in their onerous

ould be to expect the impossible.

‘d perpetration of the * leopard ” murders in the Abak
ions of the Calabar Province has neccssitated the Special
ce being maintained in the affected.area thrcughout the
¢ year. 'T'wo permanent police posts have also been
i1t and Ikot Afanga. - As a result of a decline in the number
itted following an extensive tour of the area by delegates of
yhis special force was, in October, 1947, raduced to two
ik and file ; also the curfew order imposed during 1946 was
:w to re-establishing normal administration as.soon as

> has since been an increasc in the incidence of these:

1ay be attributed’ to the reduction of the special force.
itions of Jeopard murderers were carried out during the
SW. ) .

. from the Western and Eastern Provinces attended Close
instituted at the Southern Training School. Refresher
al investigation and detection will form part of this ycar’s
the Northern Provinces’it is hoped that the new Police

at I{aduna will be completed in 1948. The college will -

enty-five Nigeria police_ and an equal number of Native
olice- recruits. Selected members of the various Native
slice forces aré being trained as instructors and will under-
on of Native Administration Police recruits as soon as the
:ned.  During the year police officers of the Senior Service
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that shortly it will no longer be necessary to appoint
ter to maintain the numbers of the existing establishment.

has retired after nearly thirty-four years service and -

left in December on transfer to Malayx. Three new
appointed : Mr Justice Wells® Palmer, formerly
gal, in March, 1947 ; Mr Justice Robinson ,of Northern
and Mr Justice Johnston of the Gambia, in August.
s been pleased to appoint Mr Justice Hallinan of '{'rinidad

‘g, Attorney-General of Uganda to be puisne judges in .

se judges arc expccted. to arrive shortly. The establish-
zes will then be complete.

ressive increase in the number of cascs bcfom the courts -

1 increase in the establishment of judges ‘is ncccssmy and
msideration. “There are some 250 civil actions pending
art at Lagos which is an excessive number for two judges
ispose of, especially when one of these judges is occupied
thirty weeks in the year on the assizes.

n no marked increasec in' the cases before the Magistrates
ception of Lag®is.  The four Magistrates Courts normally
‘¢ been overwhelmed by the increase in crime and litigation
nagistrates have been obliged to sit long hours it has not
‘em to stem the flow of mounting arrears.  Inan endeavour
‘on two extra magistrates, Grade I, have been sitting in
since September, 1947. As there were no additronal
le, Messrs © 7 C. Taylor, F. R. A, "Williamns, O. O.
ore have sat as magistrates for periods varying from one
t all have cither returned or are returning to their practices
their assistance it was possible to” have six maglstmtcs
session for-four months and to deal more expeditiously
cases pending. 'The number of ‘unconvicted prisoners
ion to convicted prisoners was reduced from 29 per cent
- per cent in December ; but this dogs not take into account
the accused were on bzul. The " @ysition of the arrcars
may be expected to increase until additional permanent
-ailable.. This need is urgent. Further, to rclieve the
Magistrates Courts in Lagos, two magistrates, Grade 111,
October to take cases falling within their jurisdiction with

tion in matters which arc subject to the furisdiction of

iting to marriage, family status, guardianship of children,

iposition of property on death, thereby reducing the number
1 the courts of the magistrates, Grade I. '

en possible to provide a magistrate to sit in the Juvenile
nctions are still being performed by the Chicf Registrar

5 normal dutics. With the ass1$tance of the ladies and

t on the panel, the Chief Registrar has been able to deal

h the cases before the court. 'There are, regrettably
“juvenile delinquents and though it is possible to provide
ve trecatment in the majority of cases, difficulty is being
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West Coast was replaced by the speedier trans-Sahara serv ce which is now
operating on six days’e! the week. Increasing use was ma : of the air mail-
services during the last yrear. )

Parcel traflic to and_ from other countries has contir ted to increase.
During the year considerable progress has been made, with he co-operation
of the Customs Department, towards decentralising the + ork of Customs
examination and assessment, and the delay in the delivery f parcels to the
public has, in consequence, been reduced considerably throug out thé country.’

Rural postmen routes were extended aud the service as proved most
popular in the rural areas. In addition to the delivery of ¢ rrespondence to
remote areas these postmen also sell stamps and collect -orrespondence.
The house-to-house delivery of correspondence in the url: n areas has also
been extended.

Internal and external letter postage ratgs were reducc as were morey
ordér and postal order commission rates.

There has been a large increase in money order bus' css, despite the
discontinuance of the use of the service by demobilise: soldiers. The
smaller increasc in the “value of postal orders issued is « tributed to the
preference by the nublic for the money order service since th commission for
the latter was reduced.  For the same reason there has beer a decline in the
value of the postal orders paid.-

During the past year the balance to the credit of deposite s in the Savings

Bank increased from [£1,889,000 to £2,114,000. Decre::cs in deposits,
+and particularly in withdrawals, weré duc to the cessation of he Demobiliza-
tion Savings Bank Accounts Scheme, and the virtual withdra al of practically

all the sums deposited thereunder. The advance of the am>unt on deposit
repr csents, for practical purposes, the normal savingsQ i creases of the
“ordinary ” depositors. :

.

There was’a normal average increase in the numb.  of telegrams
handled during the year. Engineering expansion has be:n confined to
reconstruction and maintenance, but a teleprinter circuit has been installed
at Lagos and Ibadan. :

New public telephone exchanges have been opened at Kafanchan and
Bauchi, and an Cxchange has also been opened at Ebute N etta to provide
much needed spare lines in the Lagos exchange arca. A considerable amount
of underground cable has also been laid in the larger telephone areas. A
new Radio Distribution centre was opened at Calabar and v-ork on the Jos,
Kaduna and Ijebu Ode centres has been started.

. Telephone trunk development has been restricted by the difficulty of
“obtaining steel poles. Work on the reconstruction of the Jshogbo-Akure
ovethead line is progressing and work will be commenced on nost of the new
trunks shown in the 1947-48 Tstimates as soon as the st :l poles arrive.
Most of the c-juipment for;the Lagos-Enugu carrier circuit h s been received
~and work on 1fs installation is progr(,ssmg
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adio sc1v1ces the year 1947 has been reasonably succ:essful
1c to the arys “new staff, which enabled the long necded

“aent to be carried out and dllowed supervision to be given

ts, with a conscquent improvement in cfliciency.
nding aids — the BABS Mark II system — were instatled
The iristallation at Kano has alrcady had considerable
~oduction of the Halton trans-Sahara ﬂights 1L Was neeessary
;ance air-guard services to keep 111 touch with planes
ie descrt, as well as establishing me ® long distance point-
clegraph circuits to cnable informativhi to be given for the
dights.  The increases in ﬂymg gencrally, made it necessary
»int-to-point communication circuits with the neighbouring
Wircless cQuipment has als¢ been installed at a number
s, » . ¢
with regard to permanent and temporary staff has shown
it and the continued shortage of engineer officers has
gress of extension works and the development-of new
to ‘cstablish an Electricity Corporation to take over all
.ent electricity undertakings and to promote and develop
stribution and sale of electricity in Nigeria and the Came-
‘ish trusteeship has been drafted. It is hoped that this
¢ enacted this year thercby enabling the Corporation to
on in 1949, ‘
for. the supply of electricity to new premises were dealt
plant and mains’ capacity perinitted, but the position has
:d where restrictions regarding the- connections of ncw

ifortunately, be imposed. Every effort is being made to -

sstrictions by the installation, as a temp01a1y measure, of
l'engined gencrating scts as these become obtainable.

Q for all classes of plant and materials have appreciably

ices arc high. Future prospects are not good as there is
that no improvements on delivery dates can be ‘expected

nd manufacturerss prices have not yet rcached their peak.

s when quoted now stand at from two and a half to three

for gencrating plant and associated cquipment, whilst for
aterials the dates range from nine to twenty-one months.
11 kilovolt underground cable and the erection of a sub-
srovide supplies to two new electric motor driven pumps at
ks has been completed, but the pumping scts have yet to be
: manufacturcrs.  Other works of a permanent and tempo-
ovide supplies to new résidential and-business premises in
+ which require them have, and are, being czuned out as
ant capacity pormit. - .

dsts rose sharply during the year owing to further advances
1, salaries, wages, general maintenance materials and annual

- The net profit of the combined Government electricity
©in previous years been sufficient to meet these increased
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“the binding branch- of the department. ‘This building has facilitics f(,‘noytagc of sen
bulk storage. The removal of the depot from its central position to a plac Promising

so inconvenicntly situated will cause delay in the delivery of goods and ad- Branch
to expenditure on, transport, but no alternative accommodation in Lagos i: e of Ap
at, present available. * , o ~nourt- :
The Kaduna branch of the Printing Dcpartment has been required toﬂ_a;‘iot atpre
deal with a great quantity of additional work occasioned by the introduction ™ '
of the House of Chicfs and the Northern House of Assembly, the require- Treasury
ments of both Houses include the printing of all papers in both English Region
and Hausa. This branch is not equipped to deal with so large an amount of éstablishe_d
work, but as there is no prospect o *he carly arrival of new plant and equip- progress \
ment, it will be obliged to conti..._ .5 opcrate under conditions of great Cn\viSngcd.
difficulty for the prescnt. : : <imilar o
In view of the urgency of the matter it has been decided to undertake Nigerian
the revision of the laws of Nigeria locally, and these will be printed and bound establish
at Apapa. Decspite the inconvenicnce which such an urrangement will — }yasis a8

cause some items of plant and some cquipment will have to be transferred The
from L‘agds to Apapa where the work on the revised edi}:ion of the Laws of Gsca’
will.proceed as rapidly as tlic limited resources permit. 4 _ ma'\‘ntel
Inland "Reve{‘)iw ‘ but_"t A
The final yield from income tax for the year 1947-48 cannot be accurately basis:
forecast, owing to the delays which have occurred in finalising the new mgm(:
double income tax arrangements which as Honourable, Members are aware Chtut
are t6 be effective from the year 1946-47 inclusive. Some parte of the h,a\i
shortfall was prevented by raising the majority of the assessments on Qn;:
companies for the current. year at the full rate of tax in anticipation of the b
completion of the arrangements, and as the relevant Orders in Council
have now been made thesc assessments are in order. A delay of more than Reg
threequarters of the year arose, however, before steps could be initiated to Reg
recover the doub!: income tax relicf alrcady allowed and amounting to not
over £600,000, an  this gives rise to somc doubt as to whether full recovery reg
‘can be effected b fore the close of the year. Strenuous efforts are being wi
_made to that end, and this Council will be asked later in this Meeting to
.give approval to a hort Bill which will remove any doubts which may exist th
as to rights and lubilities under the new taxation arrangement. Time is, ' i
however, ‘getting vory short and a small proportion of the collection may , ¢
very possibly be cerried’ forward into next year, even should no uncxpected
administrative diffi ‘ulties initervene to prevent the recovery of more substantial
amounts.® ' o
Should the  orts to recover this large sum of double incomie tax
relief meet with aterial success it is not expected that the gross rcvenue
- from income tax w 'l_vary greatly from the figure in the Approved Istimates,
nor is any great cli. «%c expected in the revenue potential for 1948-49° ‘A
The difficultic of accommodating this department in Lagos, to which .

reference was madc in Lord Milverton’s last Budget Address to this Coundl, :
have been overcon : by its temporary semoval to new offices on the Ikoyi ‘.
road. It will rema 1 there until it is possible'to crect the necessary buildings "
on a more central si 2 which has been atlocated for this purpose.

92 : SN

a1

Al

b



dldi
ntr,
live
‘nn

.‘Jt h
- lied
Ass
)ap(
0
f e
‘er

t de
I be
an
haw
1 e

e

tics

a pla

The dcpqrtment was handicapped throughout the year by a severe

¢
‘nortage of sentor staft and I regret that the prospects of euly recruitment are

\nd - dC ‘ot promising,

“Agos j

red to

Branch offices dre now in operation at Ebute Metta (for the general
public of Apapa, Yaba and Ebute Metta) and at Kano, Tbadan and Port
Harcourt.  "This completes the original programme of expansion and plans

luctiop, are not at present being laid for any further decentralisation.
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Treasury

Regional Treasuries under the control of Regional Treasurers were -

established with nucleus staffs in Apnl and May, 1947.
progress has been made, notably in the establishment oMthat close liaison
envisaged in‘the Phillipson Report with Regional becretarlats this liaison is

similar to that already existing between Treasury headqu sters and  the -

Nigerian Secretariat. During the year plans have been p  into effect to
establish Regional Treasuries as accounting organisations on a sub-accounting
basis as from the Ist of April, 1948.

The regionalisation of the Treasury will progress according to the degree
of fiscal ‘autonomy delegated to the Regional Houses of Assembly. The
maintenance of separate accounts for cach Region is essential from the outset,

Since then material

but it will be necessary ultimately to place each Region on a self-accounting _°

basis. The responsibility for building up - the Regional accounting
orgonisation to that stage will devolve upon the Principal Accountants-in-
Charge of Regional Treasuries. Major changes in the accounting system
have already become necessary as the result -of the centralisation of accounts
(mcludmg accounting and other records hitherto kept at Provmcxal Treasuries)
in Regional Treasuries.

Ay integral part of the scheme of re-organisation is the appointment of
Regional Touring Officers, of whom at lcast one will be . posted to each
Region not later than the Ist of April, 1948, Touring Officers will be requlred
not only to inspect Divisional T'reasuries at frequent intervals but, what is
regarded as even morce importang, they will hé required to instruct the officers
who operate them

The recoxugnuldatwns of the committec which was appointed to examine

the system of cbntrol of Divisional Treasuries, to which reference was made
in the Jast Budget Address of [ord Mllvelton, have been approved. An
essential feature -of the new system is that Divisional Treasuries will be
directly operated and controlled on a chxonal basis by the Accountant-
General’s Department in those centres where the volume of work justifies

such a course.

This, combined with the guidance and'supervision provided

by Regional Touring Officers will establish Divisional Treasuries on a more .

pﬁ‘uunt basis and, ultimately, ’;mmme accounting crrors at source.
Imtmll), it will be possxble to oper. o only selected vaisional Treasuries.
Others will be taken over as trained staft becomes available. oo

Considerable difficulty has heen experienced in the provision of office
accommodation for Regional T'reasurics, and quarters for members of both
the Senior and Junior Services. 'This dlfhculty is not peculiar to the
Ircdsurv, but it remains one of major concern. :

“
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The Centrahsatwn of accounts and other Lccords in Reg1ondl Treasurics

initially will require 1d1gc stocks of stationery and new forms. It is hopgd-‘

that the necessary 1ccfuls1t10ns can be met as otherwise it may.be necessary

- to defer overdue accoynting reforms and to modify c\1st1ng plans.

" The Treasury Training School was established .in November, 1946;
The object of the school was to provide clementary and advanced, or
promotion, courses of instruction.  Since then, ten elementary courses have
been held and therc can be no question that they have proved of great
benefit not only to the department but to the students themsclves.  One

- place in each coursc was reserved for other-departments or for Native

Administrations. Elementary coursges will be held at Regional Trecsury
headquirters in futurc and, commencing i March, 1948, “advanced courscs
will be held at headquarters, Lagos. The object of the advanced courses is
to raise the general standard of efficiency and, secondly, to provide a qualifica-
tion which, although in itsclf not establishing a claim to advancement, will
assist when the claims of officers for promotion to the Senior Service are
con51dered

,'i'! .

‘The staff posmon in the Junis &@5ervice below the grade of Accountmrr

Assigtant, Grade II, is still unsatisfactory. ,This is due to the abnormally

high percentage of officers with less than six years service and the resulting.

difficulty in filling, the gaps in the grades of First and Second Class Clerk
caused by normal wastage. This-position will correct itself in duc course,

~ but it is necessary in the meantime to call upon junior staft to carry out dutics

for whigh they are not yet fully qualified by knowledge or experience.

Recruitment for the Senior Service is more satisfactorydhan it was a year
ago, and it scems probable that Staff Indents will be com; :ed by March
this year. Tleis is a matter of satisfaction as, consequent upon staff require-
ments for the Regional Treasurics and the necessity for seconding officers to
other departments it was feared until recently that sho1t1gc of staff might
prejudlce the re-organisation programme.

It is with pleasurc that I record the proportion of Africans in relfition to
the establishment of Senior Accountants and Accountants'in the Treasury is
at present approximatcly 25 per cent.  This policy will be continued subject
to the proviso that all officers whether European or African must prove
themselves qualified in every respect to hold such appointments. I iish to
emphasize yet again that merit is, and will remain, the governing factor. ,

Curréncy stocks at the beginning of the groundnut and cocoa scasons
totalled nearly £7,000,000. This figure, while falling short by approximatcly
£800,000 of the rescrve of one-third of the stabilised level of currency

.circulation, showed a very marked improvement on the position at the same

time last ycar when stocks totalled only £3,000,000.

- Currency in girculation in Nigeria on the 30th September, 19477 totalled
approximately £23,500,000 compared with £18,500,000 on the corresponding
date in the previous ycar, and £6,000,000 in 1939. _ .

The propor: 1 of notes in circulation continucs to increase. - This trend

n

- is particularly n. -uable in the Western Provinces, but there ware sigus,

shght at present” (s nevertheless welcome, that they are-becoming more
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acceptable in other parts of the country? The proport’ as of notes, alloy
and nickel in circulation are now 22.9 per cent, 67.5 per e it and 9.6 per cent
respectively compared with 4.3 per cent, 80, 8 per cent a1 14.9 per cent in

1939.

Progress was made during the year in the statistice sub-section of the
Treasury notably in the preparation of statistics relat g to revenue and
expenditure. Asaresult of this the Accountant-Genera! 's now in a position
to furnish Government ‘with an approximate statemc ¢ of revenue and
expenditure for each montl and an approximation of the >g11p us and deficit
account within three weeks of the close of cach month. !

Progress was also made in the cqmpilation of curren« - statistics.  These
provide up-to-date information concerning currency stc ks and circulation
with particular regard to the effect on the currency posit on of purchases of
prmmrv products during the produce seasons. 'T'his bra::ch of the Treasury
is being developed with a view to w1dcn1ng the scopQy - 1d accuracy of the
forecasts and to. building up statistics covering previous vears.

TheTagos and Colony Treasury is accommodated at “csent at Treasury
headquarters.  This most unsatisfactory arrangement h:  »xisted for many
years owing to“the shortage of accommodation elsewhere but a building has
been allocated for occupation in 1949, and this will obviat : the inconvenience
which the present arrangement causes the public. - . ‘ '

Ultunatcly every transaction of each department is reflected in the
accounts maintained by the Treasury. Owing to the ¢ :neral cxpansion in
Government services there has been a marked all-round 1 rease in the normal

duties and responsibilities of the Treasury during the yer - ; This is reﬂec’t'ed
by the increase of 13 per cent in the total of receipts, | yment and journal
vouchers (excluding supporting documents) over the previous year. In

addition, many special duties, such as the 1946 Salarics Revision and the

re-assessment of pensions undcr that révision,

\

department.

Audit .

The year 1947 proved to be one of continuous expansion in Audit
activities both as “regards the audit of Native Authority accounts.and
Government accounts. The programme of work has increased ‘eac! rear
and will undoubtedly continue to increase further as development conuuaes.
'F'he available staff has however remained substantially the same over the last

twenty years. e

Branch um)ces were opened at Kano and Enugu.  A’contindous audit
of the Kano Native Authority accounts was maintained and a beginning made
in the audit of the Native Authority accounts in the Eastern Region.

1t was not,found possible to open the branch office at Ibadan during the

year, but temporary 1rrangements were ‘made ‘whereby for the' first time.

Native Authority accounts in the Western Region were audited .by this
Dcpaxtmmt It-is expected however that the Ibadan othice will be in opera-
tion in May, 1948, o ) ,

The audit of Government accou™., is reasonably up to date. Althoug}
outstation inspections 1 the Western Region are somf ‘what in arrears it 1s
hoped in 1948 to rectify 111:, positior.

‘have devolved upon the -
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No sooner hid the staff position shown signs of rlghtmg itsclf when the
unavoidable tran&fer of some senior officers to other colomes caused several

further vacancies which although they will be filled in' g,’ue course, have .

caused’a sho1tagc of staff which has severcly hand1cappcd th¢ department.

" The considerable arrears in the audit of Native Authori ity accounts.in
_the Northern Region have not been made good during the year, but steps
have now been taken which it is expected will matcrially improve the position -

and enable these 1ccounts in the coursc. of the next two years to be brought
up to date.- .
Statistics ' ' ' . ‘

The Departnient of Statistics figured in the Estimates of Nigeria for the
firsttime in 1947-48. Starting a new departmerit under the present circum-
stances of shortages in every direction is a serious undertaking but, despite the
difficultics, such a department was so badly needed in Nigeria that it wa felt
that an attempt should be made to overcome them.

The, Department was provided with temporary offices at Apapa in the

~ middle of Octobcr and was thus enabled to rccruit a nucleus staff to begin

. active work. It will move shortly to larger temporary offices at Ikoyi.

Statistical machinery and equ1pmcnt is beginning to arrive and operators
are being trainced to utilisc it. *

The Department has assumed responsibility for the 'mnuql Blue Book
and other annual and periodic statistical reports to the Colonial Office and
international I ‘ics. Shortly, the publication of the monthly Nigcria
Trade Summai  will be transferred to the Department. It has taken over
the statistical wek of the.Customs and Excise and Inland. Revenue Depart-

association with t.acMepartments of Labour and Agriculture, it has coiimenced
the collection of zctail prices of foodstuffs in the markets throughout the
country. This is part of a much wider long-term research project which will
include the calculation of retail and wholcsale price indices, cost-of-living
and minimum standard of life indices and the collection of family budgets,
the estimation of retail and wholesale margins and costs, and the study of

" internal trade routing and marketing.

The acting Government Statistician is greatly h’llTlpClCd by a*lack of
qualified and experienced assistants. Unfortunately, there is a world-wide

.shortage of fully qualified and experienced statisticians and cconomists and

they are unobtainable in Nigeria. Active steps are being taken to recruit

expatriate officers whilst at the same time cvery effort is being made within -
the Department "o train partially qualified Nigerians and to provide them with

a wide range of :xpericnee,
Conclusion S .

" T can do r» better than repcat the tribute paid last yecar by Lord
Milverton to the members of all branches of the Government Service. Both
in my daily wor:.and on my travels in the Provinces I have ‘been greatly

impressed by th: zecal displayed by"officers with whom I have come into :

contact, and abo+¢ all by their faith in the future of this country.

G. BERESFORD STOOKE,.
) , - Officer Administering the Government

Kaduna, 2nd Ma:ch, 1948
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_ ments and plan: to assist other' departments similarly in the future. In



