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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES will state how many applicants with School 
NIGERIA Certificate ha.ve been unemployed in the 

Tuesday, 16th April, 1963 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 
(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
Labour Cards 

0.30.4·. Mallam Yusha'u A. Mohammed 
asked the Minister of Labour and Social 
Welfare, how many people obtained Labour 
Cards in each of the years from 1959 to 1962, 
and how many such people have secured em
ployment through his Ministry. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister · of Labour and Social w ·elfare 
(Mr N. A. Ezonbodor): The number of 
applicants who were given Labour Cards and 
the number of those placed in employment 
from 1959 to 1962 are as follows :-

Year 

1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 

No. given No.placed 
Labour i:n 
Cards Employ-

109,287 
137,984 
134,772 
142,572 

Registered Sc hool Leavers 

ment 
5,177 
7,750 
8,413 
7,693 

0.358. Mr J. A. Akor asked the Minister 
of Labour and Social Welfare, how many 
school leavers. have· registered for employment 
up to date and what plans he is making to solve 
the problem of unemployment in the country. 

Mr Ezonbodor : At the end of February 
1963, 6,491 Primary and 2,011 Secondary 
School Leavers were· registered for employment 
at the· Employment Exchanges operated by 
my Ministry. 

On the question of the solution to the 
problem of unemployment, the Minister refers 
the Honourable Member to his answer to 
Question No. 141. 

School Certificate Applicants 

0.438 Mr D. M. Gbolagunte asked the 
Minister of Labour and Social Welfare, if he 

Federal Territory since the; attainment of 
Independence. 

Mr Ezonbodor : Between 1st October, 1960 
and 31st March, 1963, 11,256 applicants with 
secondary school education registered at the 
Juvenile Employment Exchange in Lagos. 
2,483 of these were placed in employment. 
Of the 8,773 who remain on the· register as 
unemployed, 8,043 failed to renew their 
registrations monthly as stipulated because 
they have either left the Federal Territory or 
got jobs on their own. However, at the end 
of March 1963, there were only 730 unemployed 
secondary schoolleavers on the "live" register. 

MINES AND POWER 
Aba South Oilfields 

0.228. Mr 0 . C. Ememe.asked the Minister 
of Mines and Power, whether he is aware that 
in Aba South there are two oilfields already 
being worked and if he will state the amount 
of the yield of oil from the two fields last year. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Mines and Power (M. Ahmadu 
Fatika): The Minister presumes the hon. 
Member is referring to the oilfields at Imo 
River and Oza. 

The Imo River field is an important field in 
which nineteen wells have· already been drilled~ 
Crude oil production from this field during 1962 
was some 2! million barrels. 

At Oza only two wells have been drilled so 
far ; and at present the Company is concentrating 
its drilling effort on more favourable prospects. 
Crude oil production from this field during 1962 
was some 166,000 barrels. 

Mr Ememe : Will the hon. Minister tell 
us what compensation the Government is 
giving to these people in the areas from where 
such a heavy quantity of oil is being mined ? 

The Minister of Mines and Power 
(Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule) : The 
hon. Member is already aware that there is 
provision in the Nigerian Constitution whereby 
the royalty is shared between the Regional and 
the Federal Governments. I do not wish to 
add anything to that. Unless the Constitution 
is changed, there will be no change in that 
policy. 
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• 0.229. Mr , 0. C. Ememe asked the 
Minister of Mines and Power, whether Govern
ment has any plans within the Six-Year Develop
ment period to extend to towns like Obigbo, 
Ogwe, Akwere the supply of natural gas which 
has been found in abundance in Aha South. 

· M. Ahmadu Fatika : There are no plans in 
the . Six-Year Development period to supply 
natural gas to Obigbo, Ogwe and Akwere. 

The n3:tural gas is· to be supplied for 
specific projects of which Afam Power Station 
and the Trans-Ainadi Industrial estate are two 
in Poit-Harcourt area. Natural gas can only 
be transported economically by pipeline if the 
demand is substantial and fairly constant. 

The Ministry has the problem of the utilisa
tion of natural gas under constant review. 
Any general distribution of natural gas is not 
contemrlated in the immediate future, except 
in industrial and thickly populated areas 
where the demand is substantial and economic 
transportation of gas can be achieved. 

Oshun Minerals 
•0.359. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 

Minister of Mines and Power, when he will 
conduct an aerial survey of Oshun Division in 
order to find out its mineral potentialities. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika : The hon. Member is 
referred to the answer to the question No. 257 
published in the Parliamentary Debates of 9th 
April, 1963, page 28. 

Indigenous Miners 
•0.360. Mallam J. M. Damla asked the 

Minister of Mines and Power, whether he will 
advise and assist indigenous miners to form 
companies. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika : The hon. Minister 
has already made several visits to the Minesfield. 

He met and advised the indigenous miners 
to amalgamate to form companies or co-
operatives. · 

He emphasised in his advice to· the indi
genous miners that only by forming larger 
units can they expect to obtain aid from the 
Federal Loans Board. 

Officials from the Ministry and the Federal 
L oansBoard have met on a number of occasions 
to examine the question of loans to indigenous 
miners. 

Ahoada an~ Elele 
•0.361. Mr J. A. Akor asked the Minister 

of Mines and Power, how soon Ahoada and 
Elele townships will be supplied with electri-
city. · · 

M. Ahmadu Fatika : The hon. Member is 
referred to Question No. 81 published in the 
Parliamentary Debates of the 2nd April, 1963 
at page 7. 

Elele town appears not to have been in
cluded in the list of towns submitted for 
possible development by. the Eastern Regional 
Government. 

Enugu Minerals 

*0.439. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked the 
Minister of Mines and Power whether any 

other minerals have been discovered around 
Enugu and, if so, how soon he hopes to tap 
them. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika : The Coal industry is 
centred on Enugu, iron ore is found in the 
vicinity, lead-zinc deposits occur at Abakaliki 
and limestone is found at Nkalagu which is 
being utilized for the manufacture of cement. 
Silica sands suitable for the manufacture of 
some kinds of glass are also found near Enugu. 

The Minister of Mines and Power is res
ponsible for the Geological Survey of Nigeria, 
whose task it is to discover minerals and, in 
the event of such discovery, to estimate the 
extent of the deposit. But he has no respon
sibility for tapping minerals. I am, however, 
h2ppy to inform the hon. Member that the 
hon. Minister of Commerce and Industry has 
the question of industrial development and 
promotion in the forefront . of his programme. 

Udi Division 
*0.440. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked . the 

Minister of Mines and Power, what minerals 
or gas deposits were discovered by · the Shell 
D'Arcy Company in Amansiodo, Oghe, Udi 
division in or about 1956. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika : An interesting show 
of gas was struck by Shell-BP in or· about 
1956 in Amansiodo No. 1 well, but after 
extensive testi11g of the formation it was 
concluded this deposit was not sufficiently 
large to be economically tapped. 
Th~ w~ll was plugged and, abandoned. 
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0.441. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked the Minister 
of Mines and Power, if any part of the £500,000 
set aside for research into other uses of coal 
has been released and if he will state how far 
work has gone. 

.M. Ahmadu Fatika : -The sum provided 
in the Capital Estimates under Head 222.
Trade and Industry, Sub-head 261.-Nigerian 
Coal Corporation : grant for research into new 
in3ustrial uses for Nigerian coal is actually 

· £250,000, not £500,{}00. · Any amount needed 
for research by the Nigerian Coal Corporation 
will be released on the receipt of concrete 
proposals by the Federal Government. The 
Federal Government has under consideration 

· a number of schemes: (1) the proposed 
Fertiliser Industry and (2) the Iron and Steel 
Industry to mention only two. 

The Minister has recently received an offer 
from the Goven:unent of India to carry out 
experiments on Nigerian coal. 

Geological Surveying 

0.442. Mr T. 0. Oloyede asked the 
Minister of Mines and Power whether he would 
increase the strength of the Geological 
Survey teams so that . the country's mineral 
resources can be tapped to the full to meet the 
economic need. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika : A number of increases 
were made in the establishment of Geological 
Survey in the First Supplementary Estimates, 
1962-63.. These comprised -: , 

1 Senior Geologist and 3 Geologists ; 
2 Scientific · Officers and 1 Laboratory 

· Technolo'gist; ·. . . 
1 Driller and .8 J1.1nior Service staff of 

various categories. · 
In addition, a number of specialis~ are being 
obtained through technical assistance. 

The Minister does not consider that any 
further increase is warranted at the present 
time. 

.. Jbarapa. Mi!Jeral .Survey 

0.443:; · Mr D. M. · Gbolagunt~ asked the 
'Minister of Mines a·nd Power, if ~the mineral 
survey mide . in · Ibadan District of Ibadan 
Division two years ago has revealed · any trace 
of mineral deposits. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika: No : economic ·depo
sits minerals were allocated during the recent 
geological survey of Ibadan. A detailed 

. account of the survey is to be published 
shortly together with a geological map in 
Geological Survey Bulletin No. 31. 

Electricity for Offa 
0.483. Mr P. B. Olatunde asked the 

Minister of Mines and Power, when . it is 
intended to supply electrical. lighting to the 
people of Offa, as the wiring of the town has 
already been completed. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika : The installation of 
electricity in Offa had been completed but the 
supply of light was delayed owing to the over
loading at the Erinle Station at Oshogbo. 

A new plant has been installed to cope with 
the increase and the connection of light to Offa 
township will take place as soon as the installa
tion has been inspected and approved. 

Ajassepo, Omupo and Oro 
0.484. Mr P. B. Olatunde asked the 

Minister of Mines and Power, when it is 
intended to extend electricity to Ajassepo, 
Omupo and Oro in Ilorin Division. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika : Ajassepo, Omupo and 
Oro in Ilorin Province were not included in the 
number of towns listed for preiiminary survey 
by the North Regional Government. · 

It is not therefore possible at the moment to 
know when these towns would be supplied 
with electricity. 

Other Mineral Deposits 
•0.485. Mr V. A, Nwalieji asked the 

Minister of Mines and Power what efforts are 
being made to find out. where there are mineral 
deposits in Nigeria with a view to exploiting 
them. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika: The hon. Member's 
attention is invited to the provision in the 
Development Programme for the Expanded 
Survey or Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
and for the Airborne Geophysical survey. 
The establishment of the Geological Sur.vey has 
been increased in the Supplementary Estimates, 
1962-63 arid in addition, the services ot certain 
technical · experts have been provid~d i.mdP.r 
technical assistance aild the services of others 
are being sought. 
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A start has been made on the Airborne 

Magnetometer Surveys in the llesha ·and Maru 
areas of Western and Northern Nigeria, which 
will help in mineral exploration. These 
surveys are ·being provided by the Canadian 
Government through technical assistance. 

The Government of the United States has 
already made available a team of water supply 
geologists for work on underground water 
resources in the Chad and Sokoto basins and it 
is hoped that further assistance will be forth
coming from the United States Government for 
a mineral resources survey. The Government 
of Italy has recently made an offer to supply a 
team of geologists. Detailed plans for carrying 
out these surveysl are now being worked out. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West) : Is the 
Minister aware that mineral deposits are 
strategic and therefore it is not safe to leave 
the survey entirely in the hands of the Govern
ments of Canada, United States of America 
and Italy? 

The Minister of Mines and Power 
(Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule) : It 
should be realised that at this stage of our 
economic development, we have got to depend 
on certain countries for ex1Jert advice. How
ever, we are trying to attach Nigerians to 
experts we get from these countries so that 
they may see how the work is being carried 
out and, in the long run, they too will be in a 
position to help the Government of their own 
country. 

Coal Consumers' Council 

0 .488. Mr I . A. Brown asked the Minister 
of Mines and Power, if he will appoint ~ 
domestic Coal Consumers' Council in Nigeria. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika : It is not considered 
necessary at the present time to appoint a 
domestic Coal Consumers' Council in Nigeria. 

The major consumers are Government 
Corporations with the exception of the Cement 
Industry at Nkalagu which is in close liaison 
with the Nigerian Coal Corporation. 

Electricity for Uyo and Ikot Ekpene 

0.489. Mr L A. Brown asked the Minister 
of Mines and Power, when the supply of 
electricity to the townships of Uyo and Ikot 
Ekpene may be expected. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika : The installation of 
electricity in both Uyo and Ikot Ekpene is in 
progress and would be commissioned .as soon 
as the installation is completed, inspected 
and approved. 

Future of Coal 

0.490. Mr l. A. Brown asked the Minister 
of Mines and 'Power, if he will make a state

··ment on the future of the Coal Industries in 
Nigeria. 

M . Ahmadu Fatika : The Federal Govern
ment has already appointed two Consultants 
under the technical aid schemes of the United 
Kingdom and the Federal Government of 
West Germany. 

These Consultants are to advise on the 
future of the Coal Industry. 

Oyo South Mineral Resources 
0.491. Mr S. 0. Kolade asked the Minister 

of Mines and Power, if he would order in
vestigations on the mineral resources .of Ilora, 
Fiditi, Awe and !ware in Oyo South District 
Council Area. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika: The towns lying 
within the Oyo South District Council Area 
have been recently geologically sun'eyed. It 
is expected to publish the geological map of 
this area, together with the ·explanatory 
bulletin in the near future. No economic 
deposits of minerals were allocated during the 
survey. 

Electricity for Lafia 
0.492. Mallam Ahmadu :Angara Doma 

asked the Minister of Mines and Power, 
whether in view of the importance of Lafia 
Town he will consider the inclusi9n of Lafia 
among the towns to be provided with electricity 
in the Six-Year Development Plan. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika : Lafia Town is one ·of 
the to-wns already .listed in Group 'B' for 
preliminary survey with a view to supplying 
it with electricity. 

Niger Dam Project 

0 .493. Malla m Ahmadu Angara Doma 
asked the Minister of Mines and Power, 
whether Benue Province as a whole will he 
.amoQg the areas to enjoy the benefit -of ·electri
city from power provided by the propose-d 
Niger Dam. 

\~?6) 



1283 lOral Answers] 

Federal Parliament Debates 

16 APRIL 1963 [Oral Answers] 1284 

M. Ahmadu Fatika : The Electricity Cor
poration of Nigeria is not directly responsible 
for the Niger Dam Project. It is not possible 
at the moment to assure the hon. Member 
whether the whole of the Benue Province 
would enjoy the benefit of electricity from 
power to be provided by the Niger Dam. 

It may, however, interest the hon. Member 
to know that some towns in Benue Province 
are already listed as part of those to be surveyed 
for possible development for supply of 
electricity. 

INFORMATION 

External Broadcasting 

•0 .305. Mallam Yusha'u A. Mohammed 
asked the Minister of Information, whether 
in view of the fact that news reading on the 
Nigerian External Broadcasting Service is not 
up to standard, he will take steps to effect 
improvement. 

The Parliamentary to the Minister of 
Information (Mr S. A. Yerokun): I assure 
the hon. Member that the Nigerian Broad
casting Corporation is making efforts to raise 
the standard of newsreading in its External 
Service. It is very difficult to recruit good 
newsreaders and many hundreds of possible 
candidates have been interviewed. There are 
plans -to .expand the External Broadcasting 
Service and the quality of the staff for news
reading is being given urgent attention. 

The Publication Act, 1950 

0.362. Dr Kalu Ezera asked the Minister 
of Information, whether he will consider 
amending the Federal Government's Publica
tions Act, 1950, to enable legal depository 
rights for all publication made in the Feder!il 
Territory of Lagos and the three Regions to be 
conferred on the various University Libraries 
in the country. 

Mr Yerokun : Yes, some consideration is 
being given to an amendment of the Publica
tions . Act. Discussions are proceeding among 
all concerned, that is to say, the Ministry of 
Justice, the Ministry of Education and the 
Ministry of Information. rhe hon. Minister 
is, however, not in any position to give any 
form of- assurance to my hon. Friend, Dr 
Kalu Ezera, as regards extending the legal 
d<;po~?itory rights to all the Nigerian univer
sities. 

We must note that there are ·already 5 
universities. There are also the Nigerian 
National Library and the Regional Libraries to 
consider. Extending the rights to all these 
new institutions would mean that .a publisher 
would be expected to deliver, at his expense, 
an additional 16 copies of any publication. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Centr.al) : 
Is the Minister aware that such a move .is long 
overdue and that to be afraid of expenditure 
on the part of Publishers, 16 copies of ·books 
to any publisher who prints about ten thousand 
or twenty thousand are nothing ? This is 
overdue and the Minister is not sure now when 
he is going to introduce such a Bill. 

Newspapers and Periodicals 

0.363. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Information, how many news~ 
papers and periodicals there are in the country. 

Mr Yerokun : There are approximately 60 
newspapers and 46 periodicals in the country. 

The hon. Member will appreciate that each 
of the three Regional Governments has, since 
the 1958 Federal Newspaper Act, passed a 
Newspaper Law regulating the registration of 
newspapers and periodicals in each Region 
outside the knowledge of the Ministry of 
Information. 

Accordingly, it is not possible to be exact 
as to the number of papers published, ·as some 
new ones might be registered for publication, 
or an old paper might cease publication with 
the knowledge of only the Regional Ministry 
of Information. 

Overseas Publicity Media 

0.364. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Information, what overseas media 
of publicity are there to propagate and put 
Nigeria and her activities on the world map. 

Mr Y erokun : Three media are available 
for the external publicity of Nigeria :-

(1) Magazines and publications 
(2) Nigerian Missions Overseas 
(3) Broadcasting: N.B.C. External Service. 

The Information Division of the Ministrv is 
responsible for producing magazines ~nd 
various pamphlets, booklets, wall charts and 
handouts. "Federal Nigeria", ·a monthly 
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periodical, which reviews progress and develop
ment in the Federation, is given wide circulation 
in three centres-Lagos, London and New 
York. This is the backbone of our direct 
publicity to inform overseas readers about 
the Federation. 

There is also a-twice-weekly summary of 
news called "News from Nigeria" which 
circulates on a more limited scale to Editors, 
Students and Businessmen, who use it as back
ground in the preparation of news bulletins, 
information, lectures and for local circulation 
in their own areas and languages. These two 
basic publications are supplemented by a wide 
range of general booklets, pamphlets, and 
folders produced by the Information Division 
which are supplied to Nigerian Overseas 
Missions, Travel Agencies, Institutions, and 
individual enquirers in all parts of the world. 

It is hoped to increase the circulation of 
"Federal Nigeria" in response to public demand 
and w undertake the production of this and 
other publications in languages other than 
English. 

A recent edition of the "Nigeria" magazine 
was published in French and was widely 
circulated in French-speaking countries. 

All productions of the Information Division
Films, Photos, Booklets, Wall Charts, 
Brochures-are promptly despatched to 
Nigerian Missions Overseas and for local 
circulation. 

A dailv cable of news is also sent to the 
Overseas- Mis!'ions. This is based on the 
Press Releases 1ssued by the Information 
Division. 

In its External Service, the Nigerian Broad
casting Corporation broadcasts, for 6 hours 
every day, programmes in English, French and 
Arabic which are designed to tell the outside 
world about Nigeria and her activities. 

Steps are being also taken by the Federal 
Government to secure the services of Publicity 
Agents for Nigeria. 

Shettima Ali Monguno : Is the Minister 
aware that most of the publications which are 
referred to in answer to the previous question do 
not reach our Embassies abroad ? 

The · Minister of Information (Hon. 
T. ·0; s~ Benson): As far as we are aware, they 
ue forwarded to these agencies abroad. 

0.495. Mr M. B. Manideh asked the 
Minister of Information, if the Efik language 
will be included among the vernacular languages 
used by the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation 
in their news bulletins. 

Mr Y erokun : The Efik language is one of 
the Nigerian languages used by the Nigerian 
Broadcasting Corporation in its news bulletins, 
but its use is confined to Eastern Nigeria. 

The hon. Member may like to know that it is 
the policy of the Nigerian Broadcasting 
Corporation to broadcast in the major languages 
of the country from Lagos and keep the minority 
languages to the regions. 

Mr Speaker : As it is past 10.30 a.m., no 
further Questions can be entertained. 

Dr Kalu Ezera (Bende East): On a point of 
order, I would like to know the object of 
printing so many questions which are not 
like~y to be answered within thirty minutes ? 

Mr Speaker: Question time is past now. 

PRESENTATION OF PUBLIC BILL 

DEFAMATION (AMENDMENT) BitL, 1963 

Bill to amend the Defamation Act, 1961, 
presented by the Attorney-General of the 
Federation and Minister of Justice; read the 
First time ; to be read a Second time-This 
day. 

SITTING oF THE HousE 
The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 

F. S. Okotie-Eboh): I beg to move, That, 
notwithstanding the provisions of Standing 
Order 4 (Sitting of the House), the House shall 
sit Tomorrow from 10 a.m. till 1 p.m.; from 
3 p.m. till 6 p.m. and from 9 p.m. till 12 
midnight. 

The Minister of Establishments (Hon. 
J. C. Obande) : I beg to second. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): Mr 
Speaker-

Or Kalu Ezera : I would like to know 
whether Mr Ekanem has become the leader of 
the Opposition now ? 

Mr Speaker : Is he not a Labour leader ? 

Mr Ekanem: Thank you,Mr Speaker. 
I do not say that I am the leader of any section 
of this House, but I can claim to be a LabOur 
leader in this House. 
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Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema): May I know also making a provision for Private Members 
whether he is the Labour leader number one or Business to take precedence over that of the 
number two ? Government. 

Mr Speaker : I have already said that 
Question Time is over. 

Mr Ekanem: We appreciate the anxiety 
of the Government to adjourn the House within 
a few minute~' time. We have already indica
ted our willingness to have night sittings at 
any time it is brought up, but I want to make 
a point which I made last week. 

To-day is Private Members' Day. Already 
we have so many Private Members' Motions 
coming up and yet a part of to-day is going to 
be used by the hon. the Attorney-General of 
the Federation and Minister of Justice for 
Government Business. This is an infringe
ment-a trespass on the rights of Private 
Members. I will urge ~e hon. Minister of 
Finance, the Leader of this House, to amend 
his Business Statement to include a night 
sitting to-day in order to enable Private 
Members' Motions to be fully debated in this 
House, otherwise, I will construe it to be a 
device by himself. 

The Government, the Cabinet, the whole 
Government have conspired to frustrate the 
rights of Private Members. The Council of 
Ministers do not want Private Members' 
Motions to be debated in this House. As 
to-day is specifically earmarked for Private 
Members, I once again urge the Leader of the 
House to please amend his Business Statement. 

The Minister of Finance : When a 
Labour Leader cannot be located as to what 
place he occupies, whether it is number one 
or number two or three, then, it is obvious that 
the Labour Leader has conspired against the 
workers. 

Mr Ekanem : This is an improper motive, 
I can never, repeat never, conspire against the 
workers. 

The Minister of Finance : Sir, my hon. 
Friend, the Member for Enyong South (Mr 
P. E. Ekanem), certainly was so happy to go 
away on Easter holidays, that he forgot what 
happened here on Thursday. If my hon. 
Friend will look at the proceedings of the Hou3e 
ef Thursdav, he will find there that we moved 
a Motion allowing night sittings to-day and 

In others words, we will deal with private 
Members Motions this morning first and if we 
finish, we can go to Government Business. 
This was done on Thursday last. From now 
to 6 p.m. is your allotted period and after that, 
9 p.m. to 12 midnight will be for Government 
Business. 

• Mr Speaker : Order ! In fact all this is out 
of order. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolve1., That, notwithstanding the provi
sions of St;mding Order 4 (Sittings of the 
House), the House shall sit Tomorrow from 
10 a.m. till1 p.m.; from 3 p .m. till 6 p.m. and 
from 9 p.m. till 12 midnight. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
PROPOSAL FOR REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East): These 
are trying times. There is no doubt what
soever that there is very great interest in this 
Motion, judging from the crowd of people both 
in the Gallery and elsewhere. However, Sir, 
I am excessively aware that the hon. Prime 
Minister will m:ike a statement sometime later 
and that this statement is likelv to cover all 
grounds. For tl..is reason, with the leave of 
Mr Speaker and this honomable House, I do 
not move. 

Motion by leave withdrawn. 

10.40a.m. 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND POST OFFICES 

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (Ishan West): I rise 
to move the Motion, That this House calls 
upon the Government to build post offices in 
each Federal Constituency in the rural areas 
giving priority, to those places which have 
been able to build their own post or sub-post 
offices through communal effort, such as 
Ekpoma town in Ishan Division. 

Mr Speaker : Order ! The House should 
listen to the Debate in silence. There is far 
too much noise for business to continue in. 
good order. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central):· 
On a point of information, a public Motion was· 
corning up to-day : I filed an Amendment to.. 
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(DR 0KEKE] 
it and brought these books to persuade this 
honourable House to pass the Motion to 
change the name of Nigeria to Songhay. 

Mr Speaker : It is indeed amazing that a 
person who is entitled to speak for only 30 
minutes prepares to make reference to 30 
books. 

Mr :0. N. Ukegbu (Owerri South East): 
On a point of order, I think that this country 
is paying too much for a rubber stamp. This 
Parliament is a rubber stamp. It is being 
misused and we are not doing our work. This 
is a rubber stamp. A Motion has been filed 
in the interest of the country and now some
body comes here to try to forestall the efforts 
of the hon. Member who is to move the Motion. 

Mr Speaker: Order. I am sure the hon. 
Member, Mr Ukegbu, is entitled to move such 
a Motion in this House. 

The Minister of Finance : With your 
permission, Sir, I must say with very great 
respect to my hon. Friend, Mr Ukegbu, that 
I think that it is not fair to make remarks in 
this House that will not only cast some asper
sion on the House and the Government but 
also on very respectable debaters. This Motion 
is filed by the hon. Member for Benin East 
(Mr Orortsaye), well known for 'his frankness 
and fearlessness in Debates on the Floor of this 
House, the hon. Member for Enugu .(Mr 
Chiedozie), the stormy petrel of Enugu and 
one that speaks fearlessly on the Floor of this 
House ; the hon. Member for Sokoto West 
Central (Mallam Ibrahim Gusau), one of' our 
very ·best Front Benchers and an able debater; 
and the hon. Member for Awka Central (Mr 
Muojeke), a well-known Barrister-at-Law and 
debater here. If there are certain people who 
never listen to reason they should not blame 
others who are reasonable. 

Mr Speaker : Really, the younger Members 
of this House should make sure of what they 
say on the Floor of this House. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema): On a point 
of order, I would like to know if the House 
asked hon. Chiedozie, hon. Muojeke and 
others to state their stand in this matter and 
vvhether they are agreed to---: 

Mr Speaker: Order. We have passed 
that Motion now. 

Chief Dame-Oboh : I said that since our 
election to this Parliament on the 12th Decem
ber, 1959, we have come here many times. 
Every hon. Member before winding up his 
speech has always tried to mention post offices 
and telecommunications. Members of this 
honourable House have for long been demand
ing that every Constituency be provided with 
a post office. I put up this Motion in order 
that the Minister in charge may know that all 
Members are very much frustrated over this 
demand. During Questions and during debate 
on Motions Members have continued to make 
the same demand, shouting that every Consti
tuency be provided with a sub-post office or 
post office. 

By the words, ''giving priority to those 
places which have been able to build their own 
post or sub-post offices through communal 
effort," I mean that in some areas the people 
are so ambitious that they raised funds by 
communal effort and used communal labour 
to build their post offices in order that the 
Government might take them over or in order 
that the Government might convert them to 
full-fledged post offices. In those areas, 
nothing has been done. An example is 
Ekpoma Town in Ishan Division, a rural 
area from where I come. We have our own 
sub-post office built by communal labour. 
We have been demanding, sending petitions 
to the Minister in charge and to all the officials 
concerned. Up till to-day we have not got 
a better answer. The reply to my last Question 
to the Minister of Communications was that. it 
was going to be built and that it would be· 
Type D. We have continued to expect this 
Type . D post office but in vain. 

I further asked whether it was going to be 
among the 14 post offices the Minister proposed 
to build. There was no reply. The Minister 
went so far as to tell us that before a sub-post 
office or post office can be made a full-fledged 
post office it must acquire 24,000 units. This 
Post Office at Ekpoma, I can say without fear: 
is up to 24,000 unit>, if not more. There are 
so many constituencies like that. Throughout 
the whole Federation, people suffer to get 
their letters, people suffer to receive their 
telegrams. Now that we are all here in' 
Lagos some have got the opportunity of tele-: 
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phoning their people in their homes. For 
others, if even they write a letter or send a 
telegram they themselves will .get horne before 

. the addressee receives it. 

I am saying that it is the desire of every 
constituency to have a post office. There are 
so many post offices built by the Minister of 
Communications in various places which in 
fact have not acquired 24,000 units. Some 
post offices exist in some places not really 
because such places deserve to have them. I 
will give an example if this honourable House 
wants me to do so. At any rate the Minister 
of Communications knows those people who 
are his friends and in whose area he has re
cently sited a post office, and also those of his 
friends whose sub-post office he recently up
graded to a full post office. 

During the- colonial days we often cried that 
the colonialists did come to this country only 
to dominate and exploit us. Now that we have 
got our independence we cannot say Lhat w~ 
are being exploited by the colonialists. But 
what ·is happening now is that something 
similar to exploitation is going on in this 
country. That is to say, the Ministers do 
anything they like. They pay attention to 
developing their respective constituencies only 
.at the ·expense of other areas of this country. 
After all what can the Federal Government do 
for the people of my area other than provide 
them with a post office? The pec.ple will 
thereby ·know that the Federal Government 
exists. The R~gional Government has done 
well for the people of my area. 

Since the .appointment of the Minister of 
Communications he cannot claim that he has 
ever toured the rural areas to see for himself 
how people in the rural areas are suffering 
from lack of communication facilities. The 
only places the Minister visited are Benin, 
Port Harcourt and Kano. 

I am not moving this Motion for the interest 
of my constituency alone. I am speaking on 
beh<tlf of all the people in the rural areas. 
In view of this I beg to move. 

Mr C. Chiedozie (Enugu) : I rise to second 
this Motion. This Motion is very timely and 
this is an opportunity for us to tell the Minister 
of Communicati.ons cf tlte nece~sity of installing 

sub-post l>ffices and post offices throughout 
the Federation. 

In the first instance the development project 
.we are trying to carry out cannot materialise 
unless post offices .are sited in the rural areas. 
To give an . example, if a man wants to ·~tablish 
a salt industry in a rural area and there is no 
post office, by what means can the investor 
communicate with the outside world ? How 
will he be able to deal with all the affairs 
coimected with that salt industry ? I think 
this is one of the reasons people in the rural 
areas are saying that industries are being 
centred only in townships. It will be practically 
impossible for a man to site an industry in 
an area where there are no communication 
facilities. 

Another instance is that telecommunication 
has come to be the most important-at least 
one of the most important-things affecting 
all of us, the Legislators who are the representa
tives of the people in the various parts .of this 
country. For example, if a Member wants 
to telephone his constituency to ~ell his people 
that he has achieved something for them 
during the sitting of this House, he cannot do 
so because telecommunication may not exist 
in his constituency. One ought to sympathize 
with the people in the rural ·areas when one 
comes to know that people there travel a 
distance of up to 30 miles for the purpose of 

. I I postmg etters. 

In view of the realization of the necessity 
to have at least a sub-post office the .people 
in my area gathered together and through 
communal effort collected up to £4,000 for 
the purpose of building a sub-post office for 
themselves. People in other villages do the 
same thing. But when they ask ·the Minister 
of Communications to upgrade their sub-post 
office to a full post office the Minister often 
turns a deaf ear. I think these people 
should ·be congratulated on doing something 
that the Government should ha:ve done. They 
are in fact helping the Govemment. I know 
the Minister of Communications has multi
farious work to do, yet he ought to come 
down to us to help us. 

Look at the North for example, which is a 
vast Region. It takes a man more than 30 
miles to get to a post office. I wonder how 
the life of the people in such places would be. 
Take Eastern Region as another example 
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[MR CmEI)oziE) 
where so many villagers gather together and 
collect money through communal effort to 
establish for themselves a small post office, to 
show really that they want to help the 
Government and then ask the Government 
·to do the rest. Unfortunately the Govern
. ment . does not encourage these villagers. 

~. . . . . 
I am appealing to the Minister of, Co~muni

cations to establish more . and m0~;e. post 
offices in the country . . Every constituency 
should . have at least one small post office. 
There are some places with a heavy concentra
tion of p-.pulation, there are some very high 
industrial · areas an~ they warit more post 
offices. A Federal constituency which is 
large enough should have at least one major 
post office. I want to app.!al to the . hon. 
Minister of Communications that we are 
going to vote for him if he will assure us on 
the Floor of this House that all the post offices 
which have been put up by the people will now 
be converted into first class post offices. 
That is one point. 

Another point is that expert investigation 
should be carried out in the various constituen
cies of this large Federation to find 'out how 
to site these post offices in every . Federal 
constituency before this House is dissolved 
.to ensure that we . do the job very welL . we 
are not saying that the Ministe.r i~ not doing 
his work but the responsibilities facing him are 
·very ·many and we want him to come down. 
How many times has the Minister toured the 
Federation ? It is not just a matter of coming 
to a township. This is· a matter of coming to 
see the people. We have won our indepen
dence and we should let our people know that 
we are helping them. I am not . castigating 
anybody, but I-think that our Minister has got 
much · work to -do on this question of postal 
f?,dities. · 

I ~~ill give you an instance. At Enugu we 
have been clamouring for the past six years 
for ·a post office for Ogbete. The post 
office has not been established; · The land 
was surveyed and everything marked out. 
Every year the Mir.;ster says that efforts are 
being made, .How.. can . we continue making 
efforts .fu! .inji1iitum ?, I am saying . with _all 
respecUhat one of the things. that we can .show 
~he people as what we have. provided for them 
is a post . office. How can a man who treks 
30 miles to post a letter vote for an hon. 

Member iri the next eleCtion ? · He will not 
vote. We are saying that this is an opportunity 
for us to tell the Minister the naked truth 
about the problems facing us in postal communi
cations. 

I beg to second this important Motion. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South) rose

Or P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : I 
have my name on .the Order Paper to move 
an Amendment to this Motion. 

Mr Speaker : You have not lost your 
chance of Amendment. I would like to hear 
the Government's view on that before moving 
any Amendment. 

Mr Ekanem : I am speaking in favour of 
this Motion. I associate myself entirely 
with the views expressed by my hon. Friend, 
Mr Chiedozie. After all, there will be no 
Government through the ballot boxes if there 
are no rural areas. The Minister of Com
munications in particular is from a rural 
area, and he will agree with me-that the building 
of post offices in every Federal .constituency, 
including the Minister's constituency is a 
very important amenity. For the first time, 
·I must thank our imperial masters because 
without · them most areas, most .townships, 
would have had no post offices. If the Minis
ter· of Communications wishef; ·ro contradict 
what I say, he should tell this House categorically, 
where he has built a post ·office since he became 
a Minister. To expand and renovate ·post 
offices built in the earlv 20's is fiot a credit 
to the present Minister.· 

I come from a rural area ·like ·most of the 
·hon. Members. But hon. Members will-agree 
with me that when. they arrived for the present 
Session of the House a great many of them 
did not get the Estimates, and yet we were 
coming here to dt>bate it. We .. were only 
given copies here to enable us to debate the 
Estimates. Why was that ? 

Mr Speaker : That is not relevant. 

Mr Ekanem : What is the cause of that ? 
It is because there is almost a distau.ce of 24 
miles from one town to· a post office in a 
constituency. Let me take a,n !!rea, with which 
I am conversant, unless .. the l\1il)~ster of 
<;:ommunications, who, is sitting here l!t the 
moment, will say that it is not so. WlJ.at is· the 
distance from my constituency to Itu itself? 
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It is. a distance of not less than 25 miles, and you Mr Speaker : Order. It is, probably; but 
c~n imagine somebody at the tail end of _ my it may not be effective. 
constituency trekking t<? post a letter. I am 
only citing an example. 

The Regional Governments have tried the~r 
_best and we inust remember that telecom
munications is not in the Concurrent List, 
it is a Federal subject. I have been saying it 
in this House that a good father should not 
discriminate -against his children, arid -if the 
Federal · Government, or the , Minister of 
Communications, to use the official designation, 
is worth his salt, he should see to it that every 
Federal constituency in this country ha~ at least 
a post office. 

Coming to the details of this Motion, _it IS 

not only the post office in Ekpoma in !shan 
Division, Benin Province, that has been built 
with _ communal effort but also all the post 
offices throughout the rural areas. We have 
been crying to the Federal Government 
through the Minister of Communications on 
the Floor of this House, times without number, 
to come over to Macedonia and help us, to lend 
a helping hand. We have an adage in my 
area which says, "He that goes to draw water 
will ask for help only after lifting the pot to the 
level of his knee". These people have built 
post offices out of their own communal efforts 
and are now calling on the Government to come 
and. help. Will -the Government not hearken 
to this call ? If the Government does not 
hearken to this call, I do not know how we 
will form another Government. I do not 
even ·know how the Federal Government will 
be able to communicate with all the electoral 
officers in the rural areas. 

I would- not like to belabour this Motion 
except to commend it, in the language known 
to this House, and to say that he who opposes 
the Motion is not worthy to be a Member of this 
House. He should · not even be expected to 
come back to this House, for we shall use it 
against him, be that man a Minister, an 
Opposition Member, or a inember · of any 
political party. _ - · · 

The Minist~r of Communications (Chief 
the hon. Olu Akinfosile): This is a threat. I 
think the hon. Member for Enyong South 
(Mr Ekanem) should withdraw his threat. 

Mr. Ekanem: .When one has _ a guilty 
conscience one is afraid of even one's shadow. 

As I was saying nobody can be a Minister, 
and nobody can be a Member of this -Hous'e 
without the· suffering people of these areas, and 
in order to eliminate some of these sufferings_:_ 
post offices and telecommunications· facilities 
in the rural areas must be regarded· as a grea:t 
necessity. It is not enough to fly to Enugu or 
to Calabar or to drive in a big limousine to 
open a post office in Enyong. It is not enough 
to fly to Okitipupa to open a post office. It is 
not enough to fly and see the extension and the 
renovation of existing post offices. Whei:e are 
the new post offices the _Minister has built in 
the rural areas ? 

Shettima Ali Mong\mo (Kaga Marghi) : 
Will the hon. Member for Enyong South (Mr 
Ekanem) address the Speaker? 

Mr Ekanem : Everyone of us, every 
Minister in this House, is capable of leaving a 
footprint on the sands of time. And, therefore, 
the only footprint that the Minister of Com
munications, and this Government, would 
leave on the sands of time of the rural areas 
would be for this Government to establish 
post offices throughout the rural areas and not 
only industries. Post offices should be esta
blished not only in Kaduna, not only in Enugu, 
not only in Lagos, Ibadan, J os, et cetera, but 
in all the rural areas. 

I beg to support. 

Mr D. 0. Enefola (!gala South) : I rise to 
support this Motion. . It is a fact now that 
should be understood by our Governmen~ 
that whenever any matter which touches the 
rural area comes to this House, it r~eceives our 
wholehearted support. This is becau~ SOllle 
of us who have been here for about four 
years-some of us were elected. into. the_ Par
liament in 1959-after the life of this Parliament 
has expired, will find it .rather difficult to go 
home to the rural areas and be able, at the end 
of the five years in this Parliament, to tell our 
people and show them that we have done \lOme 
concrete things for them. 

(663) 



·Federal Parliament . Debates 

1297 [TeleconmumicatiOIJS and 16 APRIL 1963 Post Offices] 1298 

these 
these 

[MR ENEFOLA] 

It is nice to come here and listen to the 
Government give account of their stewardship, 
but it is. time for us to show our constituencies 
something concrete which the Government 
has done for us during the time we have been 
in this. House. And the time is getting shorter 
and shorter every day. It wilt be very bad if 
we are unable to show them anything, and 
there is no need coming to tell the people, 
"Vote for me again, send me to Parliament 
again", when we cannot tell them what we have 
done for them all these years. The Ministry 
of Communications is one of the major means 
by which we shall be able to do something for 
our people which they can see. 

I am going to advance three reasons why 
rural areas should be served with postal 
services-post offices and postal agencies. 
Often we come here and ask when a post office 
will be built for this or that town, and what 
we· hear is· "units" and so on. They tell us 
about 24,000 or 18,000 units, and so on, before 
any area can be eligible for a post office or postal 
agency. I would like to remind the Minister 
of Communications that education is expanding 
rapidly in this country. Since education has 
been re!rlonalised, more schools are being 
built so that within a year or so, it will be 
found that those who have not been awakened 
to education are fast catching up now and will 
soon level up. 

It is not good to have· so many schools 
situated in an area and when these children are 
taught: about postal services and post offices 
they are not able to see a post office. I would 
like the Minister of Communications, in 
consultation with the Minister of Education, 
to try to take statistics of how many schools 
are being built and how they are expanding, 
so that where we have a constituency with 
about twenty schools-perhaps in 1959 there 
were only about five· schools and it is possible 
now that within a· year we can have about as 
many schools built in many other constituen
cies-the Minister of Communications should 
provide at· least one post office for such an 
area. In these· areas, these school children 
often have· to walk about forty to fifty miles 
in order to reach the· nearest post office. In 
addition, it will be actually difficult for teachers 
to labour in the· classrooms telling children 
about how to post letters and so on, when 

·they have not got any facilities where 
kids can experience practically all 
things that they are taught. 

The second point is that now that industries 
are concentrated in the towns and we are 
crying that they should be established in the 
rural areas, it is particularly difiicult to g~t 
these· demands of ours through. With the 
establishment of industries in the townships 
we find a mass exodus of people from the rural 
areas into the towns. Many arct just leaviug 
the rural areas and going to the towns. All 
these people will obviously like to be linked 
with their families at home; and the only way 
they can get in regular contact with their people 
is through the post office. There are so many 
people· who leave the rural areas, come into 
Lagos here, and cannot write a letter home· to 
their people. Sometimes they write letters 
and these letters get lost in transit. Sometimes, 
too, they send money to their people and the 
money is lost in transit. There are all these 
troubles and complications with regard to the 
postal services and facilities. 

If because we are concentrating industries 
in townships, factors that would have helped 
industries. in the rural areas . are neglected, 
. then let these people who come to work in 
these industries have a means of contacting 
their people at home. If they have more postal 
facilities in their areas, they will surely be 
able to get in contact with their people. There 
are people who have lost contact with their 
children, their families, et cetera, because they 
have left the rural areas for urban areas. 

The third reason is that while we are· talking 
about savings, if we are to save and give the 
people in the rural areas the facilities for 
saving, postal services will be one of the ways 
of encouraging savings. Where we have no 
bank and we have a post office in a rural area, 
we can still save in the post office. ln some 
more advanced countries like Great Britain, 
children start saving their money from schooL 
They save in pennies and three pences, by 
buying stamps and stamp books which, after 
they have left school, they can change into 
money. Without post offices and postal 
services, savings will be very difficult, and 
it is, I think, a lot easier to build a post office 
in the rural areas than to build a bank. Without 
a bank or a post office, how can we try to make 
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t)le pe6ple .save? . Where will they save this Several hon. Members : No ! No ! For 
money that we want them to save ? To make. w.haf ? Do hot contradict yourself. 
people in the rural areas participate in our , . . . 
projects by savings, we must either have ost Mr E~eh . A.t least m 1955, the r~v:enue that 
offices or banks. p was bemg de~1V:ed from that Mm1st~ was 

under £2 m1lhon. But to-day, this has 
risen to more than £6 million. We have this 
recorded-from stamps £1.5 million, payment 
on telephones roughly £4 million. But those 
were the expansions which were projected by 
the fo'rmer Minister of Communications. This 
honourable House is now calling on the 
present Minister to establish new post offices. 
in the various constituencies. 

Enough cannot be said about these rural 
areas. It is high time we should have the 
rural areas attended to. Otherwise, it only 
means that we come here to vote money for 
the Government to work with, without any
thing which we can point to our people as 
something which the Federal Government has 
done for them during this time that we are 
representing them in the Parliament. 

I beg to support. 

Mr G. 0. D. Eneh (Agbaja and Ngwo): I 
think this is an occasion in which we shall have 
to pay tribute to the former Minister of 
Communications and Aviation, Dr K. 0. 
Mbadiwe. We realise that in 1955 the Federal 
Parliament passed a motion calling on the 
Government to establish post offices at all 
the headquarters of every division in this 
Federation. Not only that, we also called on 
the Government to establish telephone services 
at all the headquarters, county councils, et 
cetera, in the Federation. As a result, various 
White Papers were produced and were being 
executed. 

Well, the efforts of Dr K. 0. Mbadiwe can 
be seen by the various post offices that are 
being opened now by the present Minister of 
Communications. It will be interesting to 
note that since the present Minister took over 
the portfolio of Communications, he has not, 
repeat he has not, taken it upon himself to 
project any new post office in any of the rural 
areas in the Federation. 

Several hon. Members : · Shame, shame ! 

Mr Eneh : It is the intention of this House 
to-day, to call on the present Minister not only 
to open post office, but also to accept the 
challenge thrown to him in this House to see 
to it that every constituency in this country
every Federal constituency-is provided with 
at least a post office. 

Several hon. Members: Not only one, 
about two or three. 

Mr Eneh ;. I am following the wording· of 
the Motion, The· Minister of · Communica
tions should be congratulated at least- , 

I am now going to give an example of what I 
mean. There are so many official red tapes in 
the Ministry of Communications. If people 
build a post office in their area, the Ministry 
will not agree to take it over ; if people, through 
their own effort, build a postal agency, the 
Ministry will not agree to take it over ; and 
where even the people have built and staffed a 
post office by their own communal effort, the 
Ministry will still refuse to connect it with the 
major post office that is nearby. Why should 
the Ministry refuse to approve a post office 
which has been built by the people by their 
own effort ? Why also should the Ministry 
refuse to connect such a post office with the 
Federal post office? Every time, we see the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister reading 
his catechism here that under Sessional Paper 
No. 4 of 19 57 the Government is tied down. 
He repeats it so often that one feels that the 
statement has become a government catechism, 
and it appears to me that this government 
catechism never changes. 

I think that the Minister of Communications 
should come along to the rural areas to examine 
whether the figure of 24,000 is not too much 
to ask for in respect of a postal agency in the 
rural area. I am wondering why this figure 
has not been reduced to 15,000. 

Several hon. Members : Or 10,000 units. 

Mr Eneh : Yes, or even 10,000. As my 
hon. Friend the Member for !gala South 
(Mr Enefola) has rightly pointed out, the only 
aspect of the Federal Government's activities 
that one sees in the rural areas is the Posts and 
Tekgraphs Department. If we fail to give 
the people the services they require, how can 
they know that this Federal Government 
exists ! 
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[MR ENEH] 
Another hon. Friend of mine in the Northern 

Region once told a person who intended to 
telephone him, that if the call was made via 
Bida he would not get it because he lives 85 
miles away from Bida and the nearest Postal 
Agency is sixteen miles from his house. I was 
shocked, and I am sure it will shock everyone 
to learn that a Member of Parliament is 85 
miles away from the nearest telephone 
exchange. This is unheard of. There are 
people whose position is worse than the one I 
have just mentioned. I think a good reapprai
sal of this matter should be made by the 
Government. It is not only a question of 
passing a Motion in this House and the 
Government tucking it away in the pigeon-hole 
somewhere, but rather it is a question of 
examining every constituency in the rural 
areas of this Federation with a view to sup
plying it with adequate postal services. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

The Minister of Communications (Chief 
the hon. Olu Akinfosile): I think it is a matter 
for regret when hon. Members of this House 
who are respected for their length of service 
here and who are therefore expected to under
stand the. working of Government show 
such dismal lack of understanding of what is 
happening. (Interruptions). 

Several hon. Members : That is an insult. 
Withdraw it I 

Chief E. 0. Okunowo (Ijebu Central) : On 
a point of order, I am raising a very strong 
objection to the expression just used by the 
Minister of Communications. We are not 
schoolboys, and the Minister is not here as a 
teacher to teach us. I am, therefore, asking, 
with your permission, Mr Speaker, that the 
Minister should withdraw that expression. 

Several hon. Members : Yes, yes I 

Mr Speaker : I do not think that the hon. 
Member for Ijebu Central (Chief Okunowo) 
listened to the expression properly. 

Mr G. 0. D. Eneh : I think the Minister of 
Communications shr:mld be polite enough to 
withdraw that remark, othl"rwise we are pre
pared to give it back to him. He has no 
right to come and bully us here. 

Mr Speaker : Yes, this is not the Nigerian 
Army. 

The Minister of Communications : The 
hon. Member for Abaja and Ngwo (Mr Eneh) 
was probably here in 1955, and he knows that 
in that year this House approved a programme 
for the next six years and also approved the 
funds for each item brought by my pre
decessor, Dr K. 0. Mbadiwe. Since then, 
succes<>ors in that Ministry have been engaged 
in carrying out the contents of that programme 
and using only the money that was made 
available in 1955. Again, it was not only 
that the programme was made for 1955 to 
1960, it was further extended to 1962. When 
that happens, Members of Parliament expect 
that officials and Ministers should carry out 
a programme which has been laid down, 
without injecting anything into it. 

That apart, Members of this House are 
also aware that the various Ministries are 
producing, for their consideration sometime 
this year, a programme whkh the Government 
will interpret in the country from 1962 to 
1968. That programme has not come here 
and I think, therefore, that I cannot accept 
responsibility for what has not already been 
done or embodied in the programme which 
was made in 1955. 

Be that as it may, I will also say that in 
1957, a Policy Paper on the cost of develop
ment of postal and telecommunications services 
was brought here by the same Minister-! 
am referring to Sessional Paper No. 4 of 
1957. I have indicated in this House that 
I consider that that Paper has now been over
taken by time and that I am bringing forward 
this year for the consideration of this House a 
new White Paper. (Interruptions). Ifhon. Mem
bers will only listen. After all, we all belong 
to this House together, and it does not be
long to anyone of us. 

An hon. Member: We have only made yvu 
a caretaker I 

The Minister of Communications :I have 
indicated that along with the new programme, 
I should be bringing here a Policy Paper on the 
future development of postal services which 
will show a liberalisation of the policy which 
we have carried out so far. (Hear, hear). 
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Apart from that, I think it is right that is not a single postal facility. That is what the 
Members of Parliament, as leaders of our Motion says. Postal facilities means post 
cowttry, such as they are, must guide the office in one form or another. 
public about what the Government is seeking 
to do, so as to make sure that whatever money 
we have in this country is spent to make the 
wealth of the country increase as rapidly as 
possible, so that social facilities can be expanded 
equally rapidly. (Hear, hear). 

The development of postal and telecom
mwtications services is intended to run ahead 
of other stages of our development because 
without an improved system of communica
tions, it will not be easy to carry out the major 
development which we have on hand. Hon . 
Members have suggested that there is £670 
million to be spent. I would be amazed if 
any hon. Member should suggest that £670 
million should be spent on producing only 
postal agencies and post offices and leave 
industries alone. That is the implication 
which has been given. To that extent, may 
I say that when you, Mr Speaker, give me the 
facility sometime this week to speak on my own 
Head of the Estimates, hon. Members will feel 
reasonably satisfied that we are putting in 
hand the machinery to help them not only in 
their constituencies but also to help the 
country to make the rapid economic advances 
which it deserves. 

Coming to this Motion, I would like to 
advise the Mover of the Motion to withdraw 
it at a later stage in this Debate. 

Several bon. M e mbers :No, no ! 

The Minister of Communic ations : If he 
does not, I will ask the House to reject the 
Motion. May I proceed with my reasons. 
Firstly, I should make it clear that I am going 
to make this move for two reasons and on two 
grounds. The first ground is that the Motion, 
as it is presently worded, is vague, is contra
dictory and is certainly not helpful to the rural 
areas. My reason is that the first half of the 
Motion calls on the Federal Government to 
build post offices in each Federal constituency 
in the rural areas, thus giving the impression 
that there are still certain Federal constitu
encies in this country which have no postal 
facilities at all. (Interruptions) . Mr Speaker, 
I challenge. each and every hon. Member here 
to show to you, Sir, and to show to this country 
that in their whole Federal constituency there 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : On a point 
of order, I accept the challenge, there is no 
post office in my constituency. (lnterntpti<ms). 

Mr Speaker : The volume of interruptions 
is getting greater and greater. I would like· 
hon. Members to please co-operate. 

The Minister of Communications : The 
second ground is that . this Motion, which may 
have been calculated in the mind of the Mover 
to assist the development of postal facilities in 
the rural areas, will have quite the opposite 
effect because the second half of the Motion 
calls on the Federal Government to give 
priority to those places which have been able 
to build their own post or sub-post offices 
through communal effort. If I may explain .. 
The implication of this Motion had never been 
fully studied by the Mover because the first 
half contradicts the second half in no wtcertain 
terms, and because the ultimate effect of this 
Motion, if carried, could ruin the present 
harmonious development of postal facilities 
in the rural areas in favour, firstly, of those 
Divisions with a great number of constituencies . 
irrespective of- (lnterruptions). And here, 
with your permission, I would like to quote 
the Motion again-

" That this House calls upon the Govern
ment to build post offices in each Federal 
Constituency in the rural areas giving priority, 
to those places which have been able to build 
their own post or mb-post offices through 
communal effort, such as Ekpoma town iu 
! shan Division." 

What it says is that it should be built in those 
Divisions with a great number of constituencies 
irrespective of the number of illiterate popula
tion in this constituency and, secon,dly, in 
favour of those areas which, for some reason 
or the other, have traditions for communal 
effort. Again, irrespective of the illiterate 
population of the constituency concerned. 
If we stretch the argument of the hon. Mover 
of this Motion, the hon. Member for Ishan 
West (Chief Dame-Oboh) to its logical con
clusion, it means that in a rural area wr.ere 
there is enormous concentration of population 
over a small area, there would be as many post 
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o'ffices as there are constituencies irrespective 
of the number of illiterate population, commer
cial or industrial growth of this constituency. 

The other interpretation of this Motion is 
that where a Federal constituency covers a 
large area of land because it is thinly populated, 
the Mover considers that the problem can be 
solved by building only one post office. It is 
obvious to this honourable House that in the 
first example, it will be preferable to build 
one large post office in the area and, in the 
second example, several postal agencies rather 
than a post office. That is the point. This 
means that he has not asked for postal agencies, 
he asked for post office and, therefore, . if hon. 
Members want us to build post office they 
will get less postal facilities than they will get 
by our building postal agencies. This means 
in effect that far from assisting the rural areas, 
the effect of this Motion is to jeopardise their 
case and reverse the progress already made. 

In regard to the second half of this Motion, 
let us suppose that there is a rural area in which 
people have a tradition for communal labour, 
and for some reason or other, there is a second 
rural community.where there is a strong labour 
force and where people· will be reluctant to 
join in a communal labour effort. In accor
dance with the views of the hon. Mover of this 
Motion, all communal efforts should be auto
matically rewarded irrespective of the actual 
need of that community or communities as a 
whole. I must remind this House that not all 
communal efforts are sustained over a long 
period of time. Do we then in the first 
instance build post offices and sub-post offices 
which will fall into disuse, and refuse the 
demand of the community engaged for example 
on a plantation scheme in Ikom ; a rubber 
estate at Oban ; mining area at Bukuru, or 
petrol work in some rural areas ? I say that the 
arguments are completely contradictory. 

Clearly, the second half of this Motion does 
not favour the interest of the rural areas as a 
whole. · W o·rse still, the first half of this 
Motion is irreconcilable with the second half 
of it. The reason is this. If we are now to 
undertake to build post offices in each federal 
constituency as a· matter of policy, then how 
can we carry ·out this policy in those constitu
encies which for some reason or other do not 
and cannot carry out communal projects on 

their own ? I have tried to show the House 
that the purpose of this Motion is misconstrued 
and unjustifiable because it cannot withstand 
the test of reason, nor is it in the best interest 
of the rural areas. 

I have on more than one occasion referred 
to Dr K. 0. Mbadiwe's Sessional Paper No.4 
of 1957 which forms the basis of the existing 
Government policy on the building of new 
post offices. Without wasting more time of 
the House I would draw the attention of the 
Mover of this Motion to the relevant para
graph of that Sessional Paper. What I wish 
to do instead-although I hope to have an 
opportunity to discuss post office matters 
shortly during the discussion on the Appro
priation Bill in the Committee Stage-is to 
introduce shortly too a white paper on postal 
development which will liberalise the standards 
laid down in Sessional Paper No. 4 of 1957. 
The effect of the new policy would be to expand 
postal facilities to many rural areas in a way 
and manner which will benefit every area and 
reduce Government expenditure and increase 
revenue. 

I will let out a secret to the House and say 
that when the new policy comes into effect 
100 of the existing postal agencies will qualify 
for immediate conversion with 40 more to 
follow shortly after. About 45 new post 
offices will be built. Incidentally, £7,000 will 
be expended on the existing sub-post office at 
Ikpoma to bring it up to a larger post office. 
I hope that my last sentence will effectively 
give the light to the constant repetition in this 
House of a certain section of Members of 
Parliament that they are discriminated against, 
or that some people only look after themselves. 
I think that the time has come when Members 
of Parliament, and particularly when they 
belong to the Opposition, must never forget 
that when they speak in this House they speak 
to the world about Nigeria and therefore must 
weigh carefully the sort of things they do say. 
(Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker : Order. . This heckling is 
getting more and more serious. I think it 
is time it was stopped. The hon. Member for 
Ikot Ekpene South (Mr Afanideh) must keep 
silent. · 

The Minister of Communications : Ex
tension to ten existing post offices will take 
place and altogether a sum of £1,633,000 will 
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be committed to the new project. All this 
scheme will be carried out with the right 
emphasis on the development of postal facili
ties for rural areas and without any detriment 
to the finances of the Federal Government. 
This will require careful and thoughtful 
planning so as to ensure that demands based 
on the rate of literacy, commercial and indus
trial needs, are met pari passu with the yearnings 
of the rural areas so that our gains from the 
development zones will be carefully weighted 
with those of the under-developed areas of our 
country. In this way, the Federal Govern
ment will continue to give more and better 
services without any additional cost. 

If we should accept any hazardous and 
ill-considered plan then we would be courting 
disaster because what we can do better and 
cheaper will be sacrificed for expensive and 
unproductive schemes. Therefore, in the 
interest of the rural areas, I would call upon 
the Mover of this Motion to withdraw it, or 
the House to reject it. 

11.47 a.m. 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East): All of us 
here represent different areas. We agree that 
when we speak in this House we speak for our 
nation. But at the same time charity begins 
at home. We all have constituencies to 
which we are responsible. And we believe 
also that the development of any of these 
constituencies is the development of Nigeria 
as a whole. 

Now, those of us in this House are placed at 
a disadvantage. Members of the Regional 
Houses of Assembly have all sorts of facilities 
which they can take to their various constituen
cies. We here are placed at a great disadvan
tage and we should have thought that the 
Government would come forward to help us. 
If we ask for electricity we cannot get it. We 
now ask for post offices and we cannot get 
them. After all, there are only 288 consti
tuencies in the country. I think that there 
must be already in existence a hundred post 
offices. Therefore what is required to be 
built now is not up to 200 post offices if we are 
going to have one in every constituency. But 
I think that it must be appreciated that the 
wealth of Nigeria comes from the rural areas. 
It is the agricultural products which this 
Government relies upon for its wealth. It 

is with the wealth which the rural areas provide 
that the Government is able to feed the cities
Lagos, Kano, Ibadan and other important 
towns in this country. For God's sake, I 
think it is high time the Government did 
something for the rural areas. If the people 
in the rural areas cannot post their letters in 
good places, places where there is efficiency, 
how can they develop ? If we say that all the 
money that we make must be put into areas 
that have already been developed I think it will 
be wrong. 

I said earlier that I accept the challenge of 
the Minister. In my own constituency there 
is no post office, and there are 130,000 people 
in that area. 

The Minister of Communic ations : On 
a point of order, the hon. Member says that 
there are no postal facilities in his constituency. 

Mr Speaker : I think he made it clear that 
he was referring to post office, although I 
quite agree with the Minister that this matter 
should not be belaboured. 

Chief Rosiji : There are many rural areas in 
the country. I do not know of Kano, I do not 
know of Gombe, but I know of Owode. This 
is not playing politics, this is a serious matter. 
Elections are coming soon ; we all will go back 
to our rural areas and they will ask us what we 
have brought to these places. I think it is 
important that the Minister should appreciate 
the fact that a Government is not there just to 
make money. When you say that you are 
basing everything on what money the post 
offices can bring, and what trade is in the area, 
you are implying that the Government is here 
only to make money. It is not a commercial 
House. The Government is not a company. 
It is a Government of the people, for the 
people and by the people. I hope that the 
Minister appreciates that. So I implore the 
hon. Minister to accept this Motion. 

When we leave here to-day our people will 
want to know whether they are to have post 
offices or not. I beg to support the Motion. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
I filed an Amendment to this Motion-

Mr D. N. Chukwu (Awgu North) : On a 
point of order, I just want the House to take 
notice of some hon. Members of this House who 
are now used to filing Amendments on every 
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Motion without gtvmg notice to the original 
Mover of the Motion. If you go through 
this Order Paper, you will see that Dr Okeke 
has filed an Amendment on every Motion. 
In the first Motion on the Order Paper he 
wants the name of Nigeria to be changed to 
Songhay. I do not know what he means by 
this. 

Mr Speaker : I think the hon. Member is 
entitled to such Amendments. 

Dr Okeke : I have read through the Motion. 
It seems that the devil is in this Motion. The 
Minister of Communications has tried to 
explain how clumsily worded the original 
Motion is. I tried to amend it and asked for 
the words, "post or" to be deleted, but this 
Amendment did not come up. I asked to 
leave off from "such" to the end but the 
Order Paper says "leave off from 'effort' to 
the end", which makes nonsense of the Amend
ment. This shows that either there is a 
mistake on my part, or there is a mistake on 
the part of the people in the office, but some
thing is wrong with this Motion and the 
Amendment and in the spirit in which the 
Minister has just explained things, it is better 
withdrawn so that we may start all over again. 
There is no need carrying new wine in old 
bottles because you spill the new wine and 
ruin the old bottles. 

I withdraw my Amendment because we 
shall go back again. I am supporting the 
Minister's statement that the original Motion 
be withdrawn because this Motion, as it stands, 
cannot be amended as everything is wrong 
with it. I tried my best but it did not come 
out right. 

Mr Speaker, I withdraw the Amendment. 
Mr V. L. Lajide: (Ogbomosho South): 

On a point of order, may we know whether the 
doctor of Amendments is withdrawing all the 
Amendments in the Order Paper or just one. 

Mr Speaker : What some hon. Members do 
not realise is that doctors always amend. 

Amendment by leave withdrawn. 

Original Motion put and negatived. 

RoAD AcciDENTS 
Mr R. N. Muojeke (Awka Central): I beg 

to move the Motion which stands in my name 
on the Order Paper, That this House deeply 

conscious of the human tragedy that is behind 
the continuing high level of road accidents, 
urges the Federal Government to take prompt 
steps whether by Legislation or otherwise 
calculated to reduce drastically the number of 
these road accidents. 

I am surprised that the Minister wishes to 
amend this Motion. The Motion is simple 
and straightforward, and I thought that that 
would have commended it to the Members of 
this House and to the Government as well. 

Apart from the slave trade no other scourge 
or plague has cost our country more precious 
lives, both quantitatively and qualitatively 
than road accidents. The astronomical rate at 
which road accid~nts mount day by day is as 
alarming as it is distressing. Our daily news, 
whether from the radio or from the press, is 
never complete without the ghastly news of 
these accidents from one part of the Federation 
or the other. 

I will only give a random example of the 
nature of our road accidents : Hon. Members 
will remember that along Ikorodu-Lagos Road 
a vehicle was reported to have plunged into a 
stream with all the passengers and the loads 
perishing in the stream because the bridge 
collapsed. Again, at Onitsha, a vehicle, fully 
loaded and travelling from Lagos to Onitsha 
was being carried in a Government-sponsored 
ferry when it dropped into a stream with 
everything inside it. Many lawyers who 
happen to deal with fatal accidents know very 
well about this. 

There was the case of a vehicle which was 
travelling from J os to Kano. It so happened 
that it ran from the main road into the bush, 
collided with a tree and stopped. The 
passengers and loads all perished. Some time 
last year there was a very big flood and the 
bridge across the Trunk 'A' road at Ugwuoba in 
Awka Division was carried away by the flood, 
with the result that on-coming drivers did not 
notice that the bridge had been swept away 
and then they plunged their vehicles into the 
stream. With these examples, it could be seen 
that road accidents in the country are mounting 
day by day. They are on the increase, not on 
the decrease- that is the special feature about 
our road accidents. 

Reference could also be made to the fact 
that most of our illustrious sons have perished 
in road accidents. In this connection I might 
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mention the case of a member of the Western Eastern Region has done, and it goes a very 
House of Assembly who was very famous, long way to minimise, at least, the incidence 
very well-known and very dynamic. I have of road accidents on our roads. 
in mind the late Alhaji Adegoke Adelabu. 
We are not talking about him as such but I 
just want to mention the point that he perished 
in a road accident. 

Again, I will mention a case that took 
place only two months ago involving an educa
tionist who was given an appointment in the 
United Kingdom. He was travelling from 
Onitsha to Lagos to take a plane bound for 
U .K ., but even before he reached Ibadan he 
sustained an accident. I have in mind Mr 
Erinne. In fact, there are examples galore. 
There is another case of the Chief Whip in 
the Eastern House of Assembly. He was on 
his way to perform the funeral ceremony of 
his relative in his area when he was involved 
in a road accident, even before reaching Onit
sha ; and on my right a seat has been left 
vacant not because the Member has resigned, 
but because he perished in a motor accident, 
and that is Mr L. N. Ezeani, the Member 
for Onitsha North. May his soul rest in peace. 

Indeed, most of our Members have experi
enced motor accidents in one form or the other 
either their cars have been smashed or they 
have been left stranded on the roads because 
of a motor accident, which, perhaps, had in
volved some passengers with their heads 
smashed to pieces and with bruises all over 
their bodies. 

We all know that both the Federal Govern
ment and Regional Governments are doing their 
very best (there is no doubt about that) to 
reduce the number of road accidents. I 
remember that at the grave side of the late 
Mr Ezeani the Premier of the Eastern Region, 
Dr M. I. Okpara, with his eyes in tears, 
promised to do something about it. In 
fact, the Eastern Government has done some
thing about it. But what did they do ? 
They have passed a legislation whereby people 
who are guilty of reckless driving will have 
greater punishment. They have given the 
Courts power so that even where they dis
charge someone who is guilty of manslaughter, 
they still can inflict severe punishm~nt on 
the discharged person without necessarily 
bringing him back to face another trial. They 
have the power to punish people for reckless 
or dangerous driving. That is what the 

By introducing an amendment to this Motion 
the Federal Government gives the impression 
that it prefers to fold its hands and remain 
unconcerned on the question of road accidents. 
It is to me not a happy thought to remember 
that in this important matter the Federal 
Government allows itself to be led by the 
Regional Governments. Whatever steps the 
Federal Government wishes to take, I want 
to make some suggestions. 

The fact should be remembered that most 
of our roads, even Trunk 'A' roads, are filled 
with pot-holes and ponds. You need only 
to travel from here to Ibadan to see what 1 
mean. The result is that 'drivers are in con
stant trouble to maintain their steering wheels 
on the roads. One is always fighting to keep his 
steering steady and at the same time trying 
to avoid the pedestrians that are on the roads, 
with the result that, invariably, one runs into 
an accident. 

Again you need only to travel from Benin to 
Owo to see the nature of our roads. There are 
so many corners and bends. These were 
constructed when we had not sufficient number 
of vehicles on our roads, but now our vehicles 
are daily increasing. It is for our Government 
to do something, at least to straighten those 
corners and bends ; or still to complete the 
short route between Shagamu and Ikorodu 
which the Federal Government keeps promising 
every time we come to this Federal House. 

An hon. Member : Is the hon. Gentleman 
sure that the Shagamu-Ikorodu route is the 
correct route ? 

Mr Muojeke : I mean the Shagamu-Benin 
road-the route which the Ministtr started as 
far back as 1958. I had thought that by the 
time we reach this new Parliament we shall hear 
the happy news that that road has been com
pleted. The same promise was made to us 
two years ago, even three years ago. 

When you travel from heie to Onitsha any 
time you must witness, at least, five fresh 
accidents, and what applies on the Lagos to 
Onitsha route applies equally to the Onitsha to 
J os route. You need only to travel to the North 
to see what I am talking about. At least the 
road thirty miles to Makurdi is a danger zone to 
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users of the road. You will hardly return with 
the vehicle in which you had travelled to 
Makurdi in perfect order. There, too, the 
bridges are narrow and there is no sign to warn 
you that you are approaching a very dangerous 
narrow bridge. 

While on bends and corners, and the narrow
ness of roads I should mention that our roads, 
even Trunk 'A' roads, are not wide enough for 
the number of vehicles which they are supposed 
to carry. The Federal Government can 
instruct the Regional Governments that before 
any road is taken over by them such road must 
be of a certain width. They can do that. It is 
a question of instructing them to carry it out. 
They will realise that it is not only for the 
benefit of the Federal Government, but also for 
the benefit of the Regional Governments and, 
in fact, that of the country as a whole. 

The nature of my complaints about the roads 
will determine the nature of the remedy which 
is necessary. In the case of recklessness by 
drivers or dangerous driving or drivers driving 
.vhile at the same time smoking or under the 
spell of alcohol, I think that the Federal 
Government will take a lead in bringing a Bill 
for us to pass in this House increasing the 
penalty to be inflicted on any person found 
guilty of reckless driving, dangerous driving or 
driving at an excessive speed. 

As I have said, the Motion is non-controver
sial, it is very important and it strikes at the 
very foundation of our well-being. I whole
heartedly commend it to the House and the 
Government. 

I beg to move. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): This Motion 
has been very ably introduced by the hon. 
Mover, and all I can do is to give my blessing to 
some of the things which have been very wisely 
said by him and to make a few other contribu
tions to the Motion. 

As we all know, in addition to the mainte
nance of peace and order in a country, one of 
the fundamental responsibilities of a Govern
ment is to create an atmosphere in which an 
individual man or woman can pursue happiness 
so long as . that does not create an obstacle 
in the . way of the other citizens. Once this 
fundamental assurance of the protective 
tlm~tioiHl pf the Govermn,ent i!l violated, 

man's basic instinct of feeling of security or 
self-preservation becomes threatened, and 
psychologically man finds himself on the verge 
of barbarism. This is the mental image of 
anybody who is travelling on Nigerian roads 
to-day : jungle barbarism, lawlessness, people 
holding their lives in the two palms of their 
hands the moment they step into an automobile. 

Everybody here knows what we are talking 
about. This is not a Motion in which one is 
expected to play politics. We all know that 
the Government is doing something, but we 
must urge the Government to do more than 
it is doing at the moment, to give us this basic 
assurance that in travelling from our consti
tuencies to Lagos for parliamentary meetings, 
our lives will be safeguarded, otherwise law 
and order will break down .and we will get 
into a barbarous state of emergency from the 
beginning to the end of our journeys. 

If I were a soothsayer and a client came to 
me for a consultation on the rules of longevity 
in Nigeria, the first formula that I would give 
him would be, "Do not drive in Nigeria", 
before I go on to ask him to eat well, sleep well, 
rest well and work hard. The moment one 
gets into a car in Nigeria, one's life is exposed 
to danger. We all know what is happening 
in Nigeria. There is no question of saying 
that we are trying to expose the Government. 
We know that many of the drivers on Nigerian 
roads (I am speaking particularly of professional 
drivers) buy their licences, right here in Lagos, 
in Northern Nigeria, in Eastern Nigeria, in 
Western Nigeria, everywhere in Nigeria. 
Everybody knows this ; the Minister knows it. 

I am saying this, accepting full responsibility 
for it, that all we have to do to get a licensed 
driver is to follow him round for two or three 
months, go to the Police, pay them £30 or £40 
and obtain a licence for him. We all know that. 
For every such licence sold, so many lives have 
been sold, including the life of the Minister, 
that of the Prime Minister and that of my 
humble self. I have never heard of any nation 
where traffic in human lives is still legalised. 
The Inspector-General of Police knows what 
I am talking about. He knows all about it. 
There is no need fooling a person like myself, 
saying that the Police are doing well, that they 
are very wonderful, that they are doing their 
best for us. They are corrupt to the core, 
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If a policeman, for example, takes money 
from a person who has stolen, God bless him 
and the person who has stolen ; if a policeman 
takes money from somebody who has committed 
a minor crime, God bless them ; but if a 
policeman takes money from a novice, a 
barbarian from the jungle, gives him a driving 
licence and then turns him into the Nigerian 
highway, it is time for us to think twice about 
the safety of this nation. 

Just last week, two young boys and a girl 
in my own village were, knocked down and 
killed by a driver in a broad day light. These 
drivers had no genuine licences. They buy 
their licences in order to operate their vehicles 
in the highway. We have no apologies to offer. 
We all kno\\- that. Right now, in the Lagos 
Town Council, people are selling licences. 
They are selling ordinary automobile licences. 
If one fills a form, one cannot get a licence 
unless one goes to those who are known as 
agents to pay them, first Ss and then £1 - lOs-Od. 
I am sure hon. Members here have had this 
experience when renewing their licences. 
Some people are driving their cars without 
renewing their licences because they have no 
money to offer. 

I think it is high time we really stopped 
playing this game of politics with a matter as 
fundamental as our own lives. We cannot 
be fooling ourseives everyday by talking about 
this thing. 

We know that many of our professional 
drivers are still illiterate. I have no objection 
to an illiterate driving. But I know that in 
civilised countries of the world, while a person 
is tested in the manipulation of the steering, 
he is also tested in sight and hearing. 

The other time at Enugu, somebody hit my 
car in the broad day light and afterwards it was 
discovered that one of his eyes was bad-he 
was blind of one eye and he had an artificial 
eye. When the natural eye begins to con
flict with the artificial eye, he cannot behave 
normally. He hit my car and I did not want 
to take him to the Police because if I did, the 
Police might ask me for money, and I have not 
the temperament to give bribes. I do not 
know how these things can continue in a 
country like ours, and I am very much bothered. 

Many of our drivers, when they get on the 
steering, behave like engines. It is a common 
assumption in Nigeria that only ruffians 
drive and, as such, these boys have undertaken 
to be professional ruffians. When they get 
on the steering they insult all the women they 
pass on the road. 

Coming back to accidents, I would like the 
Third Party section of the law to be strictly 
enforced. Even though there is a law relating 
to third parties, it exists only on paper. The 
lawyers can bear me out. I have a relative who 
lost his hand about eighteen months ago. He 
was given no compensation ; he has been going 
about with only one hand ; he has a family to 
maintain ; he had no money to retain a good 
lawyer, with the result that he lost his job. 
I would like the Government to think about 
this matter of trial seriously. 

As already mentioned by the Mover of this 
Motion, our roads are terrible. Most of them 
are cow lanes. That is the type of road that 
we have in some parts of Nigeria, and the 
Government made a grave economic error by 
tarring these CO\\- lanes. The roads, moreover, 
are crooked and tar is just poured on them as if 
the Government was ru!>hing to the end of its 
life. These things need some thoughtful, 
wise and mature re-appraisal. It is a sheer 
waste of money pouring tar on these roads. It 
goes to show myopia on the part of Colonial 
Government. I would advise the Government 
to construct roads with double lanes so that 
people going on the right will have their own 
way and people going on the left will also have 
theirs. 

The most difficult road on which to drive 
in Nigeria is the Miliken Hill at Enugu, . but 
there no accident occurs because the road is 
very well demarcated, and drivers are very 
careful. Speeding problem stops as soon as 
drivers get there. This means that if this type 
of thing can be avoided on such a dangerous 
place, then accidents can be avoided on 
straighter roads if only people will learn to be a 
little bit sensible and careful. · 

In Nigeria, the penalty for reckJess driving 
is out of proportion to the offencl! committed. 
I would say that once a driver is convicted of 
reckless driving, his licence should be taken 
away fror him for at least seven years. I 
would alf' like to advis~ for the consideration 
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of the Government that all professional drivers 
should be re-tested and those who show any 
symptom of inefficiency should lose their 
licences indefinitely. Tests should also be 
taken away from junior officers in the Police 
Department and given to the high ranking 
police officers, or better still, taken away from 
the police altogether. I would like to say that 
the hon. Minister in charge of Police Affairs 
should take upon himself to conduct these 
tests. (Laughter) . 

I would like to advise that the Government 
should have a driving training school so that 
those professional drivers who have got their 
licences overseas could go back to the school 
to do a refresher course for at least two months 
before they are allowed to drive on Nigerian 
roads. 

Last year, I made a point on the Floor of this 
House suggesting that police traffic officers 
should be drastically scrapped off. They are 
very corrupt. As soon as they stop lorry 
drivers on the road, the drivers say, "How are 
you, Sir" and they toss two shillings to the 
policeman. It happens in Lagos, in the Eastern 
Region, in the Western Region and in the 
Northern Region also. These policemen take 
small amounts of money from the drivers 
instead of checking over-loading, road-worthi
ness, etc. They simply stand by and collect 
money from the drivers and the drivers go 
away-

Minister of State for Police Affairs 
(Hon. M . A. 0. Olarewaju): I would like to 
say that what the Seconder of the Motion is 
alleging is correct. 

Mr 0. J. Eminue (Eket East): On a point 
of order, I think hon. Members could give a 
guarantee to the Minister for Police Affairs, 
if he could disguise himself and travel in 
one of these lorries, say, from here to Ibadan 
and he will actually see what is happening. 

Mr Speaker : That is not a point of order. 

Dr Nzeribe : I want to congratulate the 
Minister on being bold enough, for the first 
time, to accept that what I am saying is correct. 

Minister of State for Police Affairs : 
The lion . . Member for Orlu West (Dr Nzeribe) 
is J:!Usquoting me. I did not say that it is 
correct that the police are corrupt. What I 
said was that the police are not corrupt. 

Dr Nzeribe : I think the House would 
bear me out that the Minister acknowledged 
what I said, and if he decides to withdraw 
what he said before, it is entirely up to him, 
but everybody knows that the traffic police are 
corrupt to the core and it is a conspiracy in 
the high places. We all know what is happening. 
There are so many hands in the business, and 
unless and until we are big enough and bold 
enough to say these things and be prepared 
to die for them, there is no hope for Nigeria. 

I should like to say, however, that our women 
police have up till this moment established a 
very high record of efficiency. (Cheers). I am, 
therefore, challenging the Minister to post these 
women police to traffic duties, even though they 
are not strong enough, but that does not matter 
much. 

Put women police on the road. At this 
moment women police have indicated a higher 
integrity than the men police who are now put 
on the road. 

Finally, I think that at this moment the 
Government should establish a sort of minimum 
academic qualification for professional drivers. 
A professional driver should read up to Stand
ard II or Standard III, or, at least, be able to 
read and understand simple road traffic signs. 

With these few remarks, I second the Motion. 

Minister of State (Hon. M. A. 0. Olare
waju): I rise to move an Amendment to this 
Motion as follows :-

Line 2,leave out from "urges" to the end of 
the Question and add-"notes with satisfac
tion the steps being taken by the Federal 
Government to reduce drastically the number 
of such accidents." · 

Provision already exists under the Road 
Traffic Act, Chapter 184, the Road Traffic 
Regulations and various Road Traffic (Control 
of Traffic) Orders, and the Highway Code, for 
the prevention and reduction of road accidents 
in this country. Most of the accidents on our 
roads are, therefore, not due to lack of adequate 
legislation, but to lack of co-operation on the 
part of road users generally. If all road users 
had been co-operating fully with the authorities 
and observing the existing rules and regulations, 
road accidents would have been reduced 
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drastic2lly and the hon. Member would not But not all road accidents are attributable to 
have found it necessary to bring this Motion to the faults of drivers. Many are caused by 
the House. cyclists and pedestrians Many cyclists are 

A prospective driver is, for example, reques
ted to pass a vigorous test before being granted 
a driver's licence, but it was only recently 
published that a racket was in existence some
where through wihch some members of the 
public managed to obtain licences without 
passing their driving tests. I need not empha
sise the seriousness of the matter, and hon. 
Members can imagine the consequences of 
putting a vehicle into the hands of an unquali
fied driver. However, the matter is already 
being adequately tackled by the Police. Similar
ly, it it rumoured that some lorry drivers often 
allow their apprentices (who are not well 
qualified drivers) to drive passenger lorries in 
rural places, and often with fatal consequences 

It is said that some irresponsible drivers often 
take alcohol or Indian hemp before driving their 
vehicles in the foolish belief that they will have 
greater strength to drive for longer hours. They 
do this without thinking of the evil effect the 
drinks and drugs have on the senses when 
driving. 

The simple rule that drivers should, in this 
country, strictly drive on the left-hand side of 
the road is also not always obeyed by drivers 
Many of us have seen accidents where vehicles 
have been involved in head-long collision. 
simply because some drivers would not keep 
to their own side of the road. 

Similarly, many drivers refuse to observe 
road signs and some accidents have been 
caused because some drivers have foo•ishly 
ignored them. For example many drivers do 
not observe road signs at road junctions when 
attempting to drive from minor roads into 
major ones and have thereby caused many 
accidents. 

There have also been cases of accidents 
being caused by drivers not being careful 
enough on the roads and bridges. Many 
drive far too fast, with the result that they 
lose control of their vehicles and plunge into 
river~ and ditches or fail to negotiate corners 
successfully. At night many drivers also 
fail to dip their headlights. Some of them 
also doze away on the steering wheel after long 
hours of driving. 

often in the habit of riding two or three 
abreast talking to each other and oblivious to 
everything going on around them until they 
are knocked down by motor vehicles. 

Often also they fail to give sufficient and 
adequate notice of the direction in which they 
wish to take, particularly when negotiating a 
turning. Similarly, pedestrians are not suffi
ciently careful when using the roads. In 
x:ural areas some walk right in the centre of 
roads, whilst in big towns many do not ensure 
that roads are clear before attempting to cross 
them, or they expect that they can run across 
before they are overtaken by cars. 

In addition to the existing legislation, the 
Federal Government is taking concrete steps 
to ensure that road accidents are reduced to 
the absolute minimum. 

In order to reduce the loss of life, commercial 
vehicles are regularly inspected to ensure that 
they are road-worthy. In some large towns, 
the numbers of taxis, for example, are actually 
limited. 

Steps are also being taken to widen and 
improve bad roads. In a town like Lagos, 
because of the large numbers of vehicles on 
the roads, for example, traffic lights have also 
been installed and some roads have been 
converted into "one-way" traffic roads. Wo
men police are also posted to schools close to 
major roads to help school children in crossing 
roads. 

Proposals are also in hand to adopt the 
International Road Signs in this country, with 
slight adaptation to suit the Nigerian public. 

Lectures are being given to school children 
on Road Safety, and I have no doubt that hon. 
Members have seen recent press reports on 
these efforts. They would also have seen 
campaigns being carried on at cinemas and on 
televisions, and would also have heard them on 
the radio. There are Road Safety Committees 
in the Federal Territory and the Regional 
capitals whose duty it is to make proposals to 
implmeent schemes to ensure the safety of 
every road user. These Committees meet 
regularly to discuss how best to reduce road 
accidents. 
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[MINISTER OF STATE FOR PoLICE AFFAIRS] Mr S. 0. Kolade (Oyo South): 1 beg to 
However, all these efforts by the Government support the original Motion and to oppose 

to ensure safety on the roads cannot be effective th~ Ame.ndment. I am in support of the 
unl~ss all road u~ers, including motorists, pomts ratsed by my hon. Friends the Mover 
cychsts and pedestnans, co-operate fully with and the Seconder of the Motion, and in fact I 
th~ authorities to m~e life safer on the roads. have not ?e~n ~pressed at all by the arguments 
It 1s absolutely essential that they should obey of the Mmtster m charge. I think our Minis
the existing rules and regulations and observe ters should always realise that those of us who 
the various road signs. Owners of vehicles come to the Floor of this House to represent 
should also en.sure that .t~eir ~ehicles are kept in our people have got the mandate of the people 
go~d mechamcal conditwn m order to reduce and we have got t~ speak for them, especially 
accidents due to mechanical faults. on matters concermng the safety of their lives. 

Finally, in order to make these measures O~r M.inist~rs always feel that when we move 
taken by the Federal Government on road M~tions m this House we are trying to discredit 
safety more effective, it is the sacred duty of thetr work, and therefore most of the time 
each member of this honourable Hous(. as they have some Amendments to make just to 
accredited representative of the people in ~ach cover themselves. I think if good points are 
constituency, to join hands with the Federal bro~ght to. the Flo~r of this ~ouse the Minis
Gover~ment . and the various Road Safety ters duty IS ~o constder th~ pomts and approve 
Committees m the Regions to educate the of those pomts for . the Improvement of the 
masses so that they can abide by the Road c.ountry. I ~vould !ike to offer some sugges
Traffi.c Regulations, Traffic Orders, and tlons on . thts Mo~I?~ because most of the 
Highway C?des which ha:re been designed for useful pomts. of cntlctsm have been adduced 
the preventwn and reduction of road accidents by the. prevw~s speakers. These are some 
throughout the country. suggestwns which the Minister should note 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Establishments (Hon. 
J. C. Obande) : I beg to second the Motion. 

Alhaji Muhammadu Gauyamma (Hade
jia North): I rise to support the Amendment 
to this Motion, and in supporting it I wish 
to point out that the following are the causes of 
road accidents to which solutions must be 
sought:-

(i) Bad conditions of vehicles and over
loading of lorries are the causes of somer
saulting of cars on many occasions. 

(ii) Wreckless driving, carelessness of 
drivers by taking intoxicants and anti-sleeping 
drugs for strenous journeys, and not observ
ing the road signs. 

(iii) The · roads themselves need much 
improvements. The roads· are too narrow 
and there are also dangerous corners and 
bridges. 

These are my observations which I feel if 
carefully looked into will remedy the present 
situation. 

I beg to support. 

down and consider seriously. May be the 
suggestions will help him in his work. 

With reference to licensing, mention has 
been made of licences being issued out on 
corrupt bases and that some people who are 
not good drivers are given licences as long as 
they can give money to the testing officers. 
I am therefore suggesting that we have better 
plans of issuing out licences instead of allowing 
these corrupt practices to continue. I would 
suggest that if anybody goes to the licensing 
office for a driving licence that person should 
first of all be given a temporary licence, say for 
a period of five years. 

An hon. Member : Ah ! That is too long. 

Mr Kolade : It is a suggestion ; because a 
man who holds the temporary licence will 
know that it is only a temporary one, and 
this should be designed in such a way that 
everybody seeing it-

Chief E. 0. Okunowo (Ijebu Central) : On 
a point of order, it is unfortunate that my hon. 
Friend (Mr Kolade) is not aware that we 
already have a temporary licence for motor 
drivers. We have the learners' permit. 

Mr Kolade : I am not talking of the 
learners' permit. I know that when one is 
learning one needs a permit, but after a driver 
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has gone for and passed a driving test he is we all know what happens. The junior officer 
given a licence. What I am saying is that the may not be serious at testing people. When 
first licence to be given after the period of his palm is greased he will just issue out the 
learning should be temporary. licence. I think it is only the superior officers 

An bon. Member : That should be after 
one year? 

Mr Kolade : No, I am suggesting five 
years and I will give my reason for suggesting 
five years. This is to give the drivers the 
opportunity to travel around, to work hard in 
the country, moving up and down in the 
North, East and West, and then we shall be 
able to find out whether they have had accidents 
within the period of five years or not. Any 
driver who has had no accident during the 
trial period should be given a permanent licence 
which he can renew every year. But if there is 
a single accident in which he is involved 
during the period he should be ruled out 
entirely as a driver and should never be given 
a driving licence. 

Another point is that before one goes for a 
driving licence one should see a doctor for a 
test, and be tested for eye-sight. Some drivers 
are far-sighted, some are short-sighted and 
there are others who cannot see at all and who 
just want to drive. If they go for a test a 
doctor will be able to certify whether their 
eye-sight is good or not. I think this will be of 
advantage to some of our drivers too. Still 
talking on the medical test, I have more sug
gestions to make. It is not the eye-sight alone 
that should be tested. The nerves too should 
be tested. Some people smoke a lot and these 
people have some diseases of the nerves ; if 
doctors certify that this type of people who are 
smoking or drinking too much will not be 
good drivers, I think such people should not 
be given any driving test at all. They should 
go and look for other jobs. I feel that if these 
measures are taken we shall have the oppor
tunity of having some good drivers very soon. 

The other point I would like to make in 
connection with licensing is that in the Regions 
there is rio standard rule governing the testing 
of drivers. We should be able to standardize 
our driving tests. In some places the testing 
officers themselves are not qualified. Some 
times somebody who is in charge of testing 
may be a junior officer and he instructs another 
junior officer to do the test ; and of course, 

who should be allowed to test our drivers. 
There should be a law that the work should 
not be delegated to the junior officers. If we 
take some of these serious measures it will 
help us a long way. That is my suggestion 
with reference to licensing. 

Another point is that I have noticed that 
driving regulations are different in various 
Regions. For example, those of us driving 
in the Western Region, when we reach a 
round-about we must wait for the traffic 
coming on the right to pass, but in Lagos it is 
a different thing. In this Federation of 
Nigeria, there should be only one single law 
which will embrace all throughout. If one 
reaches Ibadan one follows one law and when 
one is in Lagos one follows another law. I do 
not agree with that at all. It is not good for 
our stangers to come to Nigeria and find that 
we observe one law in Lagos, another law in 
the West and perhaps another one in the East. 
I think the Premiers should meet about this and 
take a decision. The thing is still existing 
up till now and I feel something should be done 
about it. We are in the same country and 
since we are trying to unite the country petty 
matters about roads should not disunite us. 

Another thing is that the bridges are too 
narrow, and I appeal to the Government for 
these bridges to be widened. One cannot 
count on any bridge at all between Lagos and 
Ikorodu. The cause of accidents on this road 
is because the bridges are too narrow. I 
know that even if the bridges are widened 
careless drivers will still have accidents, but 
we shall be helping ourselves if we can spend 
a great deal more on the bridges between 
Ikorodu and Lagos. 

It is a pity that the Minister of Information 
who is from Ikorodu has never spoken of the 
safety of those people around that area. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
of Information (Hon. S . A . Yerokun) rose-

Several bon. Members : Sit down. 

Mr Speaker : Is the Parliamentary Secre
tary raising a point of order ? 
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Mr Y erokun : I wish to raise a point of 
information. It is unfair to attack the Minister 
of Information whereas the Minister of Works 
and Surveys is responsible for roads. 

Mr Kolade: I know that, Sir, but the 
Minister of Information is from Ikorodu. He 
can speak for the safety of his people. 

Mr A. 0 . Ogunsanya (Ikeja): On a point 
of information, Mr Speaker, I wish to inform 
the House that Ikorodu people have better 
ideas of safety than my hon. Friend from 
Ibadan (Mr Kolade). 

Mr Kolade : No wonder a lorry ran into 
the river the other day very near Ikorodu ! 
We all know that these bridges along Ikorodu 
road are too narrow. I am only taking Ikorodu 
road as an example. The Minister of Works 
and Surveys should do something about 
these bridges. 

Another thing which I wish to point out 
is that there should be more road signs 
especially at dangerous corners. Some of 
the existing road signs cannot be seen clearly 
again. The paints are already washed off. 
I think they should be painted regularly and 
conspicuously too. Also these signs are not 
bold enough. Some drivers cannot see very 
tiny signs, may be due to bad eye sight and 
we do not test their eye sight before we give 
them licences. My present suggestion is 
that their eye sight should be tested. If there 
are very conspicuous road signs and if people 
know these signs and follow them, I think 
the incidence of accidents will greatly be 
reduced. 

One thing is going on now which is a credit 
to the Federal Government and that is the 
widening of roads. But may I suggest this 
point, that while we are widening the roads, 
we should also straighten them. In history 
we learned that the Romans had very straight 
roads. I do not think we are trying to copy 
them in Nigeria. Even as we are now widening 
the roads we are still following the curves 
like that. This should not be the case. 
The roads should be straightened in order 
to reduce accidents at dangerous corners. 
These corners are so many especially if you 
travel from Ibadan to Abeokuta. In fact, 
I would suggest that we give priority to straigh
tening the roads rather than widening them 
and leaving the dangerous corners. \Ve shall 
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reduce some of these accidents if we straighten 
the roads. 

Another point is that our drivers never dip 
their headlights and even on the Carter 
Bridge in the centre of Lagos where there are 
bold signs saying Dip Your Lights people 
do not obey. Every night when I pass through 
there I see these lights focussed on people's 
eyes and Policemen are all around and they 
do nothing about it. So I challenge the Minis
ter of State who was defending the Police a 
few minutes ago to go there this night. He 
will see that so many drivers do not obey these 
signs at all. The Police should take such 
people to court. They must discipline them. 
As a teacher I know the essence of discipline. 
If you make regulations and you do not 
follow them up, these things will never stop, 
but when you discipline them, they will 
remember that in future. It is not sufficient 
to make regulations. You must follow by 
observation, by checking up yourself and then 
by awarding the necessary punishment. 
(Hear, hear). 

I would suggest that some of these Ministers 
should be teachers before they can be appoin
ted Ministers. (Laughter) If they had been 
teachers before, they would know what to do 
with reference to organisation. 

Another point I am now suggesting is that 
there should be some laws against alcoholic 
drinks for drivers. Of course, those Members 
of this House who have drivers should be 
strict. I know some of our drivers are indulged. 
When masters take alcoholic drinks they pass 
some of these drinks to these drivers. I think 
it is very wrong to allow drivers to drink 
alcohol. When they drink excessively the 
tendency is for them to have accidents. 

Before I conclude, I want to say this with 
reference to our women police. I agree with 
Dr Nzeribe that our "'omen police are doing 
wonderful work in Nigeria. (Hear, hear). 
They are a great credit to Nigeria. It makes 
me believe that what men can do women can 
also do. 

Also I have noticed one thing with reference 
to accidents. I have never read in the papers 
of accidents involving women drivers. How 
many has anyone read of. I see so many of 
these ladies at Lagos, Ibadan and so on. 
They are very careful, they cherish laws and 
regulations, they do not want to get into 
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:he hands of the Police. We men feel we are Ibadan, that people urinate everywhere, people 
men, we feel bold to do anything against the eat everywhere and everywhere is a public 
regulations of the country and I suggest we latrine. We should accept that these things 
must feel bold to die ! are true because if you go on the road, even 

Mr Speaker, I support the Motion and 
condemn the Amendment from the Minister 
of State. 

Dr P. N. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
I rise to move the Amendment standing in my 
name. I want the word "deplore" not 
"conscious" because already this Government 
is conscious of the increasing accidents on 
our roads. 

Now there are four points on which this 
issue revolves. Number one is Government 
apathy, and I will explain. That apathy could 
be explained from the way an Amendment was 
introduced by the Minister in charge of Police 
Affairs. Number two, Police corruption which 
has been properly expatiated by the Seconder 
of the Motion. Number three is recklessness 
of drivers which I want to dwell upon as soon 
as I finish making the key points. And finally, 
the poor condition of our roads. 

The Minister, I thought, should have 
accepted this Motion whole-heartedly. When 
we criticise the Government it does not mean 
that we see red in everything they do but the 
mind of the African; I mean , well, our own 
Nigerian mind, our own mentality, the way 
we take criticism is not quite conducive to a 
people who are progressing. 

In America they simply ask you "How do 
you find America ?" and they want to listen to 
you to tell them their faults. In England they 
always appreciate you more when you tell 
them their mistakes their errors and their 
faults because they are willing to change. 
Here in this country, once you tell a Nigerian 
this is not right he takes you on a wrong score. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem : The hon. Member for 
Onitsha North Central (Dr Okeke) is being 
irrelevant. What has conduct got to do with 
the Motion on the Floor of this House ? 
The Motion is on road accidents. 

Mr Speaker : He is really collecting facts to 
support his arguments. 

Dr Okeke : Not quite six months ago, 
a lady-one of the Peace Corps- alleged at 

here in civilised Lagos, every place is a public 
urinary; it is true. We eat everywhere. 
We thought that when this Motion came up we 
were strengthening the hands of the Minister 
to tackle the increasing problems of road 
accidents-deaths on our roads. 

Sitting suspended : 1 p.m. 

Sitting resumed : 3. p.m. 

Dr P. U. Okeke : In the morning before we 
adjourned, I was developing the first point. I 
have noted that the words "conscious of the 
human tragedy" are not enough. I have 
amended it to read-"we in this House, 
deplore the tragedy" -human slaughter on 
our roads. I made four points in the morning 
which we must tackle seriously if we hope to 
curb the increase of road accidents in our 
country. The first is Government apathy, 
the second, Police corruption, the third drivers' 
irresponsibility and the fourth poor road 
conditions. I also said that if we looked at 
ourselves and pointed out some flaws in our 
own life, it did not mean that we were unduly 
critical. 

I hope that the Minister charged with Police 
Affairs will see with us in this House that it is 
high time we registered our resentment over 
the murder-human slaughter of Nigerians 
on Nigerian roads. 

We are not at all satisfied with the progress 
being made as the Minister would like us to 
accept. We shall not note with sati-sfaction the 
steps being taken by the Federal Government to 
reduce drastically the number of road accidents 
until such steps are translated into action and 
we see road signs at appropriate places on the 
roads, we see signs warning drivers of dangers 
as they approach steep hills or blind alleys, 
dead corners, narrow culverts and narrow 
bridges. Until we see all these things on our 
roads, we shall not begin to appreciate or note 
with satisfaction the effort the Government is 
making. Until we see that those drivers who 
cause our people to die on the roads pre
maturely are brought to book, we shall not note 
with satisfaction the effort the Government is 
making. 
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(DR 0KEKE] 
I would like the Government to shake up the 

Police somehow, shake up the drivers and 
shake up the Minister of Works to go on the 
roads and look around-take a tour. It 
would be something nice, something that 
would solve the problem in the minds of 
Nigerians, if all the Federal Ministers would 
one day just decide and announce to the nation 
that they are taking a ride, that they are going 
on a tour of Nigeria-riding on Nigerian roads ; 
not flying in the air now, not going by water
ways, but following the roads and riding to 
the East, West and to the North to see these 
things themselves. It would help to solve the 
problem in the minds of our people. I have 
developed my case on Government's apathy 
and I shall leave that. 

Police corruption has been ably dealt with 
by the seconder of the Motion, Dr Nzeribe. 
I will not go as far as he did. I would only 
say that the Police need to do more than they 
are doing now. 

Poor road conditions have been touched 
upon by my hon. Friend on the Opposition 
Side who spoke before me and I would like to 
speak of drivers' irresponsibility-the reckless
ness of our drivers, their apathy, their inepti
tude, their stupidity and carelessness. It is not 
ordained that drivers should slaughter in
nocent Nigerians on our roads. But it seems 
that if there is any place-any avenue here 
in this country where people are careless, it is 
when they sit behind the wheels and this has 
been rampant not only in Nigeria but in other 
countries in Mrica. 

I have a book here written by a Mr Douglas 
Warner-he is a foreigner. We are prone to 
say that when we point out these things, 
foreigners will know what is wrong with our 
country and they may not bring their capital, 
they may not come to see us, they may not do 
this or do that. But they see us. They have 
their eyes. It was a European who wrote this 
book-Douglas Warner is not a Nigerian name. 
The book is entitled, "Ghana and New Africa" . 
I would like to quote from this book and that 
was why I brought it. It was written by a 
foreigner who had seen our problems and 
said so ; so that we are not hiding anything 
from anybody. Rather, we are saying these 
things about ourselves to reassure our foreign 
visitors that we too are human beings and that 
we can know our own faults. When we know 
them, we can correct them. 

I quote with your permission, Mr Speaker : 

The most obvious manifestation of West 
African irresponsibility, lack of discipline and 
lack of skill is on the roads. They are the 
worst drivers in the world. By comparison, 
the Italians are well-mannered and the English 
road-hog is an old-fashioned courteous ge:ntle
man. 

R. N. Muojeke (Awka Central) : On a point 
of order, this book is heavily biased against the 
black Mricans and should not be read here. 

Mr Speaker : That is a point of information. 

Dr Okeke : They drive fast and carelessly. 
They sit asl~ew behind the wheel, leaning 
against the door, a pose which allows them to 
put one hand on the steering wheel while leaving 
the other free to wave to friends or to pick an 
ear delicately with a matchstick. If a rear
seat passenger ventures to address them, they 
turn round courteously to listen and forget to 
turn back. They hug the crown of the road 
and cut their corners. They park wherever 
they happen to stop : over the crown of a hill, 
just behind a bend, in the middle of the road. 
The ditches of the Guinea Coast are littered 
with the rusting relics of the crashed vehicles, 
the decomposing witnesses of the risks that 
didn't come off. 

Now, anybody who drives knows that these 
things are true. For instance take a drive 
from here to Onitsha by night and see for 
yourself. I once asked a driver when I over
took him in the dead of night why he did not 
dip his light, but because he came from my 
village and knew me, he courteously apologised 
and in reply said : 

No, if I do, I will be the under-dog. Only 
sissy drivers dip their #ghts. The effeminate 
drivers dip their lights. It is bravery to flash 
ones headlights on oncoming veh£cles so that 
the other driver may not see and fall right into 
the ditch. 

As you drive along you would see them 
parking accross the roads and anywhere they 
like and you would think that the police would 
be there to arrest them or catch the offenders. 
No, they would not catch the offenders, 
instead they would be checking overload. I 
would urge the Minister to take the Traffic 
Police off the roads because they are only 
checking overloaded lorries. Lorries carrying 
too many passengers or are carrying overload 
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do not contribute much to these accidents. Dr Okeke : The Police should be there to 
It is when you park on the wrong side of the arrest those parking wrongly and behaving 
road, when you park on the steep hills, when wrongly. The Police should take their num
you park near culverts ; when you double bers and report. 
park, when you do not give signals when you 
are turning to the left or right and when you do 
any kind of things on the road in the name of 
driving-that is when you commit these 
accidents. 

There is something \\-e have to do about it. 
If we can tighten up, if the Government will 
loosen up and face reality and the danger, if 
the Police will sit up and actually know that 
we are not being over critical, but that we are 
trying to help them to help us, and if the drivers 
will look up, then the number of accidents 
will certainly be reduced. I would suggest, 
if the Government would tighten up and the 
Police co-operate, that those irresponsible 
drivers who cause death to innocent Nigerians 
must be called to order. We have to keep a 
clear record of all accidents that are committed 
by every driver in this country. We should 
make la\\-s or tighten the already existing laws. 
If the existing laws are weak, \\-e put more 
teeth in them if they cannot bite. We should 
tighten these laws so that offenders who are 
involved in accidents or involve others in 
accidents by their sins of omission or com
mission during the course of a year could be 
brought to book in the following ways :-

A driver involved in a serious accident t\\-ice 
in a year will have his licence revoked for 
five years, so that if a driver has caused an 
accident through his own fault twice in one 
year his licence will be taken away from him 
for five years. 

If a driver is involved in two fatal accidents 
in a year, he will be barred from driving for 
ever. 

If a driver who parked his car wrongly in a 
corner, on a steep hill, the wrong side of the 
road, near the bridge or culvert, or who neg
le<;:ts the conventional road signs during 
driving, for example, failing to dip lights and 
parking without parking lights on, not giving 
signals or passing signal or refusing to yield 
passage of way and accelerating when a car 
is corning to overtake him, will be suspended 
from driving for six months for any such 
four offences in the course of a year. 

Some bon. Members : Who will arrest 
hiin ? Certainly not the Police ! 

I think we have reached a VlClOUS circle. 
Our Minister says the Police are all right, the 
public say no and urge that more laws should 
be made so that the drivers may be cal.led to 
book. When these laws are made, who will 
see to the working of the laws ? It is the 
Police again and, therefore, we have to plead 
to them, we have to beg them, we have to do 
everything we can to ask them to co-operate 
with us because no law, however strong, will 
be useful unless the Police will apply them. 
The Minister cannot go out to implement 
them. We can only talk here. We talk and 
go. Really it takes high spirited civil servants 
to actually come to our rescue and I want the 
Police to sense the danger and if they do sense 
the danger, something must be done about it. 

In conclusion, there is nothing we can do 
other than to point out all these things and our 
Minister, the Government, the police and the 
Minister of Works should co-operate. I 
would ask that a National Road Safety Com
mittee be formed in this country. The National 
Road Safety Committee will be nation wide. 
Right now, it operates in the Regions and even 
in the Regions it is much more atomised 
again. If we have a National Road Safety 
Committee which will sit twice, there times 
or four times in a year to pin-point all these 
things and begin to educate the public, advise 
the Minister, and begin to do many things we 
have just suggested, I think that our problems 
must have been solved seventy-five per cent. 

I beg to move. 

Mr Speaker : I am afraid, you cannot move 
because an Amendment is still standing. 

Question that the words proposed to be left 
out, be left out, put and agreed to. 

Question that those words be there inserted, 
put and agreed to . 

Resolved : That this House deeply conscious 
of the human tragedy that is behind the con
tinuing high level of road accidents, notes 
with satisfaction the steps being taken by the 
Federal Government to reduce drastically the 
number of such accidents. 
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Mr R. N. Muojeke : The Minister of 
State has received the views of the House and 
I hope he will also withdraw his own Amend
ment. 

Mr Speaker : The Amendment has been 
passed. 

SALARY REVIEW FOR PoucE CoNSTABLEs 

Mr C. 0 . Chiedozie (Enugu) : My atten
tion has been drawn to Standing Order 66 by 
the Leader of the House and my Leader in 
the Parliamentary Party, and I am quite 
convinced by the contents of the Standing 
Order and with your permission, I read : 

The House shall not, except upon the 
recommendation of the Governor-General, 
proceed upon any bill, motion, amendment or 
petition which, in the opinion of Mr Speaker 
or other person presiding makes provision or 
requests that provision should be made for 
imposing or increasing any charge on the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund or other public 
funds of the Federation, or for altering any 
such charge otherwise than by reducing it or 
for compounding or remitting any debt due 
to the Federation. 

I know quite well that this Motion, as I am 
withdrawing it, is not to the liking of my 
constituency where a large number of the 
policemen live, but in obedience to the Standing 
Orders of the House and to my Parliamentary 
Leader who has advised me, I feel that the 
oniy way out for me is to write to the Governor
General to give his certification to have this 
Motion debated. I will really have to write 
the Governor-General to give me authority to 
move this Motion which I know is very import
ant to me in particular and everybody in 
general. 

Mr Speaker: Order. Actually, I did not know 
that you had no permission from the Governor
General. I would have ruled it out of order. 
It is therefore out of order to discuss this 
Motion. We can now proceed to Motion No.8. 

Mr J. 0. Olaore (Osbun North East) : On 
a point of order, I would ask the House that 
in future, people who are not prepared to 
move their Motions and who do not find out 

certain facts before moving their Motions 
should be barred from filing Motions in this 
House. 

FIVE-DAY WEEK 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : I am 
grateful for the opportunity which I have in 
presenting my Motion calling for a five-day 
week. The Motion reads : 

That this House ·calls upon the Federal 
Government to introduce in the Federal Public 
Service a five-day week as a progressive 
measure for its working population without 
prejudice to the existing total working hours 
per week. 

First of all let me make it quite clear that I 
am aware that the general conditions of labour 
in Nigeria are governed by the Labour Code 
Ordinance Cap. 99 of the Laws of Nigeria. 
This ordinance is based upon the United 
Kingdom system of labour law and has two 
main functions. Firstly, it codifies certain 
aspect of the law of master and servant dealing 
with contracts of employment and, secondly, 
it provides for statutory enforcement of certain 
other provisions concerning the employment, 
health and welfare of workpeople. The ordi
nance however is supplemented by international 
Conventions. 

Let us examine the question of output first. 
On the question of productivity, there are 
perhaps some employers who are yet to shake 
off the erroneous conception that Nigerian 
labour is inherently lazy, unintelligent and of 
low productive capacity. 

In the highly industrialised countries, tech
nical improvements and high standards of 
living created conditions for increased produc
tivity. These factors have to be taken into 
serious consideration in judging events in 
Nigeria. As a matter of fact most of the 
employers who accuse their employees of 
laziness keep no records of output. The 
few who try to keep some records do not 
bother to analyse them, nor had they kept any 
reliable data on which to establish the com
parative efficiency of their staffs. Government, 
as the largest employer of labour, is the worst 
offender in this matter. 

However, let me refer to a few instances to 
illustrate my argument. In 1914, it was 
reported that labourers engaged in the con-
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.truction of the eastern section of the Nigerian 
hilways were so inferior and the people so 
)rimitive and undisciplined that it took 
)[Obably two or three men to do the work of 
)ne labourer. There had been other adverse 
;omments against the productivity of the 
Nigerian worker. 

Let us turn to the bright side of this judg
ment. In 1918, Lord Lugard praised the 
aptitude of the native for work and referred 
to their performances in the arduous work of 
quarrying coal underground, even in the night 
shifts, and inspite of the fact that the colliery 
was opened in the district of primitive and 
turbulent pagans where no previous demand 
for labour had existed. In 1919, he reported 
that the Director of Public Works had estima
ted that the output of a Nigerian carpenter was 
from one.fourth to one fifth that of an English 
carpenter. 

Let us come to more recent times. At the 
Saw-Mills of the Mrican Timber and Plywood 
Limited, Sapele, it is generally agreed that 
the employees are so hard working and so 
efficient that the level of their production 
compares favourably with the highest standard 
of mill production anywhere in the world. 

In February 1959, the New Commonwealth 
carried a review of expansion of industrialisa
tion in Northern Nigeria which observed that 
the old bogey about the inefficiency of Northern 
labour has been slain by the success of workers in 
these industries. Two months later, the 
Chairman of the Lancashire Mill Group of 
David White Heads (who were partners in the 
Kaduna Textile Factory) paid tribute t() the 
African workers whose performances had been 
so encouraging as to warrant the expansion of 
the productive capacity of the factory from 12 
million to 18 million yards of cloth a year. 

It is needless mentioning the high producti
vity of Shell BP workers who struggle day and 
night for eight hours shift with heavy pipes and 
machines in remote locations. Of course this 
Parliament had recorded its appreciation of 
their contribution in ushering in the present 
era of economic prosperity in the oil industry. 

From the foregoing, it is quite clear that we 
have good reasons to reject che assumption of 
inherent laziness and inefficiency on the part of 
the Nigerian worker. At the s:~me time we 
would be deceiving ourselves if we failed to 

recognise that the Nigerian worker is not neces
sarily and at all times, as efficient as he should 
be. It varies from establishment to establish
ment, depending on prevailing circumstances. 
Sometimes we are told that one tribe is stronger 
than the other or that one is lazier than the 
other. Here we cannot say that the staff of 
Parliament are not giving us satisfaction. I am 
sure the House will agree that we are satisfied 
with their level of output, efficiency and 
devotion to duty. 

The purpose of this Motion is not to effect 
any radical changes in the existing ordinance. 
The Motion merely seeks to provide for a five
day week of Monday to Friday fo r our working 
population. 

Before going further I must remove the 
erroneous impression that the Motion seeks to 
shorten the hours of work in the Federal Public 
Services. The Motion is asking that the few 
hours of work done on Saturdays be absorbed 
in the five day week so that Saturdays could be 
free for other purposes. 

In Nigeria, hours of work are determined by 
legislation and Orders in Council. We also 
have the Wages Board. Hours of work vary 
from establishment to establishment. For 
example, in the building and civil engineering 
industries, they do 8 hours from Monday to 
Friday and 4 hours on Saturdays. That is 44 
hours per week. 

The Government clerical staff do 34 hours 
per week, that is 8 a.m. to 2 p .m . from Monday 
to Friday and 8 a.m. to 12 noon on Saturdays. 
Of course they are not entitled to any payment 
of overtime, even when they work extra hours. 

The technical staff in the Printing Trade do 
40 hours per week. Dock workers do 45 hours 
per ""eek while the Catering trade do 54 hours 

· per week with one day time-off in a week. 

In the Mines-fields they do 48 hours a week 
of seven days with one day-off, in a week. 
They work in shifts. 

In the retail and ancillary trades they are 
supposed to do 45 hours per week but some 
employers who have no respect for convention 
or law choose to disregard this. As a matter of 
fact Nigeria is bound by ~ 40-hour week 
convention of 1935 even though the implemen
tation has been delayed. 

Hon. Members may wish to know that the 
Federal Government as an employer of labour 
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[MR MBAH] 
would be establishing no new record if my 
Motion is accepted for other employers had 
already introduced the five-day week in Nigeria. 

Sunday which is regarded by Christians as a 
day of rest has ceased to be what it was meant to 
be. You hardly see a man resting on Sundays 
these days. He either attends religious func
tions, political meetings, family or tribal Unions. 
He has to attend to a lot of visitors and enter
tain friends because his religion forbids his 
working on Sundays. 

A Muslim who is supposed to devote the 
greater part of Friday to Allah is equally inter
rupted by external forces. 

Alhaji Aminu Kano (Kano East) : On a 
point of explanation, may I explain to this 
House that Moslems are not forbidden to work 
on Fridays except when the Imam is leading the 
prayer. 

Mr Mbah : Fortunately, this is not a Jewish 
country so that Saturday could be conveniently 
used as a free day by Christians, Muslims and 
everybody. In other words we are not bound 
to work on Saturday. On this day a worker 
may choose to augment his income by resorting 
to profitable ventures. He may go to the market 
to buy provisions and foodstuffs for his wife who 
may be a trader. If he is resident in Lagos he may 
travel to Agege, Ibadan, and elsewhere to pur
chase articles for sale or for consumption. He 
can make a profit out of this business. One 
may do one's washing and domestic cleaning 
on Saturday. Saturday could be used for 
recreational activities, visiting of patients, sight 
seeing and picnics. One can use Saturday for 
farming and this will prove a great asset to the 
family budget. He may go afishing. People 
in the lower income group could use Saturday 
for fetching firewood either for sale or for 
cooking. This too is a help. 

Saturday could be used for gardening or 
shopping. If you can see your old parents or 
relatives more often and share your poverty 
and prosperity with them they will expect less 
from you when you return on your annual 
leave. There will be fewer requests for 
compassionate leave to see a relation in distress. 
Marriages and similar ceremonies could be 
performed on Saturdays without loss of a 
day's work as is now the case. Anyone who 

· wants to celebrate a marriage will ask for a day 

off, including those that will sponsor him ; ar, 
the country will lose. Above all, free Saturda) 
could mean more leisure which workers coul 
devote to improving their general and technic: 
knowledge. 

In calling for a five-day week I am equall 
calling for the complete abolition of the systen 
of daily rates of pay. In a highly sophisticatet 
society like Lagos the five-day week is overdue. 
But what exactly do people do on Saturdays i 
Traffic congestion makes it difficult for sc 
many wage earners to get to their places of 
work before 9 a.m. In the Railways they 
close at 11 a.m. on Saturdays. There have 
been complaints that some people waste 
Saturdays on shopping, filling football coupons 
and so on. Others use the time to arrange 
social evenings. Why do we not scrap it once 
and for all and give it to the people ? 

I hope I have been able to prove that there 
are opportunities available to workers for 
utilising their leisure hours on Saturdays. If 
a worker is unable to malte good use of his 
leisure hours he has himself to blame. 

As I said earlier, I am asking the Govern
ment to follow the good example of the other 
employers of labour in Nigeria. I am advo
cating a practice which has been in existence in 
Europe and America. The five-day week is 
already in operation in the Nigerian Brewery, 
Mobil Oil, U.S.I.S., Tennessee Oil Company. 
What is the Federal Government waiting for ? 
The Government of Eastern Nigeria has 
recently introduced the same thing. It is not 
always good for the Federal Government to be 
following the beaten track. We should be in 
the forefront of the best employers. I know 
that in other respects we should pay tribute 
to the Government because they can compete 
favourably with other countries in Africa. 

In the five-day week there should be excep
tions. Essential services, for instance have 
to be maintained as at present. I would like 
to make one thing clear to the House. It is not 
necessarily by working longer days or hours 
that we raise productivity. The important 
thing is to create employment opp·)rtunities 
for many and not to create longer days and 
hours for the working few. 

The swampy island of Lagos was reclaimed 
by the Anti Malaria Unit in the 1940s at a 
terrific speed. The labour force was so 
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productive that a piece of work compnsmg that is why we have been having a very short 
drainage and sloping which was supposed to be week indeed. But do we stop to ask why 
completed between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. was it is possible for Nigerians in the tropics to 
finished by 12 noon. put in 42 hours a week in the commercial 

houses, and yet it is impossible for civil 
servants working in air-conditioned offices to 
put in the same number of hours of work in 
a week ? There is no justification for the 
disparity. 

In calling for a five-day working week, I am 
calling for the abolition of the system of daily 
rate of Pay. 

Finally, I want the Government to bear in 
mind that economic factors alone cannot 
determine days and hours of work. Human 
factors are perhaps more important. 

Sir, I beg to move. 

Mr C. A. Odigbo (Bende West): I rise to 
second the Motion, That this House calls upon 
the Federal Government to introduce in the 
Federal Public Service a five-day week as a 
progressive measure for its working population 
without prejudice to the existing total working 
hours per week. 

This Motion has been very ably presented 
by the mover of this Motion, Mr Mbah. He 
has argued it in a most able manner ; in a 
manner which leaves everybody, I am sure, 
satisfied that it is a worthy Motion for this 
House to support. The impression has been 
given that in this country workers have been 
following a system of 40 hour a week or 44 
hour a week. But the Mover of this Motion 
has been able to indicate that there is such a 
mixture of hours of work in our labour system 
that there is nothing on which to base our 
calculation. Hours of work in a week for the 
clerical workers are different from those for 
the technical workers. The hours of work for 
the mining section are different from those 
in the printing sector, and so on. There is 
no uniformity of any kind. Our Motion 
seeks to bring some form of uniformity by 
removing the disparity that now exists and 
by introducing a system that operates in 
many parts of the world. In the commercial 
houses here in Nigeria workers on the whole 
work for 42 hours a week. In the morning 
they work for four and a half hours and in the 
afternoon they work for two and a half hours. 
In the public service however, from what you 
have been told, you will find that most of our 
workers are putting in 34 hours a week. The 
argument had been adduced in the past that 
it is impossible in a tropical country like 
Nigeria to work for more than 34 hours and 

I can state with authority that our men in 
the commercial houses are producing more, 
in spite of the long hours than our men who 
are in air-conditioned offices in the civil 
service. Therefore, there is no basis at all for 
the disparity ; there is no reason for the fewer 
hours of work in the Government service. 
As a matter of fact it is reasonable to ask that 
in addition to adopting the five-day 
week, the number of hours of work should be 
increased to 40 hours a week. My reason is 
that the worker in the public service is more 
secure than the worker in the commercial 
house ; he is better paid for that matter ; he 
has better leave facilities ; he has more security 
and in addition he has his pension and gratuity 
to look forward to. This is not always the case 
in commercial houses. Therefore, the public 
servant should be expected to put in more 
hours of work for his very good conditions of 
service. That is why I am departing a little 
from the Mover of the Motion. I am suggesting 
that-

An hon. Member : The hon. Member 
should not depart. He does not support the 
Mover then? 

Mr Odigbo : I support his call for a five
day week. He is suggesting that there should 
be no change in the number of hours in the day. 

Mr Mbah : On a point of explanation, I 
said in the course of my speech that Nigeria 
is committed to a 40-hour week convention of 
1935. Even though the Federal Government 
has not been able to implement it in this 
country, I think the implication is quite 
obvious. 

Mr Odigbo : I am insisting that the F edera 
Government should adopt that Convention 
forthwith and change over to a five-day week. 

There is another reason to justify our 
Motion. The public service serves not only 
the Government, in reality, the public service 
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(MR 0DIGBO) 
exists for all interests in the Federation. It 
should serve conunerce most for that matter. 
Conunercial houses operate on the 8-hour day. 
During the day, unfortunately, they have only 
4l hours in which to deal with Government 
offices, that is, from 8 o'clock in the morning 
to 12.30 p.m. when they themselves close, and 
by the time they return from break at 2 o'clock 
the Government offices are shut. The result 
is that the conunercial houses on which the 
weight of this country depends have only 
4l hours to deal with Government offices. This 
is unfair to that section of the conununity 
which is very essential to the wealth of the 
country. It means that a lot of work that could 
have been dealt with by Government offices in 
the interest of conunercial houses is left over 
for the next day. In other words, the public 
service by closing at 2 o'clock every day is a 
drag on the conunercial activity of this country. 

An hon. Member : When the hon. 
Member was the Principal of his College he 
used to close at 1 p.m. 

Mr Odigbo : We had no closing time. In 
fact, I would go further to say that this appears 
to be the only country in which the public 
service seeks to work in isolation of the com
mercial houses as if the service could exist 
without them. It obviously cannot. Therefore, 
any arrangement of working hours that does 
not take this aspect of the matter into conside
ration cannot be said to be in the national 
interest, and I am insisting that arrangement 
be made to make it possible for both conuner
cial and public services to close at the same 
time. In other words, I am asking that there 
should be two shifts a day in the public service 
just as is the practice in the conunercial houses, 
so that it will be possible for the commercial 
houses to have the full opportunity of trans
acting their business with Government offices. 

An hon. Member: When does the hon. 
Member take his car to be serviced ? 

Mr Odigbo : On Saturday. 

Let us examine the question of productivity. 
It is an unfortunate legacy of the Nigerian 
civil semce that at no time is effort made to 
calculate the productivity of the service in 
terms of individual output. In firms where 
costs are constantly balanced with output it 

is easy to deteminc whether a particular worker 
is worth his pay or not. In the civil service 
even in the Public Works Division, there does 
not appear to be any means of determining 
the worker's output. Be that as it may, the 
need for increased output in the public service 
cannot be overstated. To my mind, this is 
sufficient justification for asking the public 
service to put in more hours. We are always 
told of civil servants who have returned to 
work after office hours. This is a sure indica
tion of two short a working period, not of 
understaffing. 

Any person who makes a cursory survey at 
the various offices will be amazed at the 
number of people who appear to be doing no 
more than read newspapers for the greater 
part of the allotted six hours. They pile up 
their work and return to do it when the office 
is quiet, giving the impression of under
staffing. It is time a study was made on 
output in the civil service in order to reduce 
waste. What I am saying can be substantiated 
by anybody who cares to make a little survey 
himself ; let him go round the offices and he will 
see how many people are really working and 
how many are idling during actual working 
hours. After office hours you will find a 
great number of files piled in the offices and 
you assume people are working. Actually, 
they have come back to do work and we 
appreciate it, but if they do as much work 
during office hours as they do after office hours 
they will not come back to do it. That is an 
indication that, in fact, people would like to 
work for two shifts instead of one. 

The question of what the worker will do 
with Saturdays has been argued ably by the 
Mover of the Motion, but I would ask also, 
what does the worker do with the afternoons 
left free to him ? What he does is sleep, is it 
not? 

Several hon. Members :Yes. 

Mr Odigbo : To my mind this is a very 
wasteful legacy which we have inherited 
from the colonial era. The day is for work 
and we should make our people use the day 
for working. 

I think the present system is unproductive 
and makes our people lazy. On the other hand, 
a worker could be better employed on Saturdays. 
He could attend to his garden or farm, he could 
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go on a picnic and get to know more about his 
surrounding. How many of our workers 
know anything more about this country 
than what they read from books and papers? 
They are unable to get out and know the country 
as we normally do at week-ends. This sort of 
thing would make it possible for them to get 
around and know something about the "country
side. I feel also that a free Saturday in the 
place of six free afternoons would go a very 
long way to reducing the amount of loitering 
on the part of the workers, majority of whom 
nearly always utilise the six afternoons for 
loitering. 

I think this is really telling on our morals. 
It is necessary that people should be given 
something to do to keep them from loitering. 
If a worker realise that he has a free Saturday to 
work in his farm or do anything he intends to do 
there is no doubt that he will concentrate all his 
efforts on his work. 

We have, I am sure, given this House 
enough reasons why this Bill should be suppor
ted. We do not presume to have exhausted all 
the arguments that can be adduced to support 
this Motion. We are also aware that before it 
can be implemented consultations must be had 
with workers and every interested body of 
employers of labour. \Ve can assure you that 
this Motion will gain the support of interested 
employers and in fact most of the workers. 
The workers who will oppose it will possibly be 
the lazy ones. 

We ask this House to support and vote in 
favour of this Motion, one and all, and we urge 
the Government to accept it in the spirit we 
have moved it, in the spirit of national service. 

Sir, I beg to second. 

The Minister of Establishments (Hon. 
J. C. Obande): I rise to oppose the Motion. 
In doing so, however, I want to acknowledge 
that some of the points made by the hon. 
Members have merited commendation. But 
some are a little out of place when one considers 
the present economic position of this country. 

In the words of his Motion, the hon. Member 
for Owerri North, (Mr Mbah) has called for a 
change from what now occurs on the ground 
that it would be a progressive measures. I am 
not at all convinced that what the hon. Member 

proposes will result in this country in further 
progress. At the present time when we require 
a long and sustained effort to secure the success 
of our Development Plan, no slackening of 
efforts can be contemplated. 

We have announced to the world that 
Nigeria seeks to escape from the status of an 
under-developed country and that with the co
operation of the wealthier nations of the world, 
we are going to strive, and mean to secure the 
success of our Development Plan, and thereby 
raise the standard of living of our people. It 
will be difficult, I submit, to convince others 
that we are really serious if instead of increasing 
our working hours, we actually reduce the 
number of days in which work is done. I am 
aware that at the present time the Government 
of Eastern Nigeria has introduced a five-day 
working week in the office of the Premier as an 
experiment, and I am looking forward to 
studying the results of the experiment in due 
course. 

In the meantime, I think it should be more 
widely realised that a five-day working week is a 
luxury which generally and economically, only 
advanced countries can afford to enjoy, and as 
hon. Members are aware, these luxuries have 
been enjoyed by many of them only over the 
last decade or two. We are still laying the 
foundation upon which the greatness of this 
country will be built. Let us not slacken our 
efforts at this moment. 

I do not wish to take the time of this House 
but before I resume my seat, I would like 
every one to be assured of one point, that is, 
that this Government in common with all 
Members of this honourable House, has the 
interest of the workers at heart, and we only 
seek to channel their energies in the right 
direction, so that they and their wives and 
children may have life more abundant in the 
course of time. l hope the Mover will 
withdraw the Motion. 

Sir, I beg to oppose. 

Mr Mbah : In view of the explanation of the 
hon. Minister, and in view of the fact that he is 
presently to study the results of the. experiment 
in the Eastern Region, I beg, under Standing 
Order 24 (1), to withdraw the Motion. 

Motion by leave u-ithdrawn 

(637) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

1345 

4.00p.m. 

[Use of Nigerian Raw 16 APRIL 1963 Materials i11 Local Manufactures] 1346 

UsE OF NIGERIAN RAw MATERIALS 
IN LOCAL MANUFACTURES 

Mr D. N. Chukwu (Awgu North) : I rise to 
move the Motion standing in my name on the 
Order Paper-

"That in order to increase efforts in the 
economic development of this country and 
to create more jobs for Nigerians, this 
House is of the opinion that a more vigorous 
policy be evolved by the Government for 
the economic use of all available useful raw 
materials by Industrial Establishments in 
Nigeria in the manufacture of their produce." 

The Motion is not only clear and simple but 
is very meaningful. It is very meaningful and 
very careful of itself. It has no intention 
whatsoever to embarrass the Government or the 
public. It is surely self-contained and self
explanatory. 

We are all aware that about 95 per cent of our 
available raw materials in this country are 
exported raw and very cheaply, and, as a result, 
the country is losing a great deal. I am sure 
that if we determine to go all out and make a 
fuller economic use of our available raw 
materials, by refining and manufacturing them 
from now on, such a process will certainly 
bring increased wealth to this country. 

The economy of a nation can be compared 
to the economy of two traders--one is a very 
hard working trader, and the other is just an 
average worker. The two traders go to 
the market and purchase a ten-pound weight of, 
say, palm fruits. The average worker's ambi
tion is only to get a reasonable means of 
subsistence from his efforts and, therefore, 
sells his palm fruits to an oil mill factory or 
whoever is prepared to process it. But the 
other person who is the more ambitious and 
hard working man decides to sacrifice his time 
and energy to refine and manufacture his own 
produce before putting it out for sale. The 
!'"esult of all this is that while the former sells 
his products for one shilling, the latter who 
has put in more time and energy in order to 
obtain a greater profit, sells his products for 
three shillings. I have made this comparison 
in order to drive my point home more forcibly 
o hon. M~mbers. 

Refinery and manufacturing of Nigerian 
raw materials into actual commodities of trade 
in this country will definitely enhance the 
prosperity of this country. It will also bring 
about a solution to one of the most dangerous 
problems which have been retarding our 
economic ambition. Furthermore, it will 
reduce our invisible trade and will make more 
money to remain in this country. This is what 
is known as the retention of money under 
foreign exchange. This is one of the things 
that this Motion has set .out to achieve. 
Secondly, it will help to solve the question of 
unemployment because, when we make more 
use of our available raw materials and there are 
more factories in this country, much of the raw 
materials now being exported '"ill definitely 
undergo all processes from raw materials to 
finished products in this country. In conse
quence, we shall be able to satisfy our local 
needs and still have ePough to spare. 

As I said earlier on, the Motion is very 
careful of itself, because it has not committed 
itself or endeavoured to embarrass the Govern
ment because, in fact, the Government is 
trying its best. The Motion has not come out 
to condemn the Government. It does not say 
that a "vigorous policy" should be pursued, 
rather, it says a "more vigorous policy"
which point tends to show that the Government 
is already pursuing a vigorous step. It will, 
therefore, be seen that the Motion has taken 
notice of what the Government is already 
doing. 

It goes again to tell us "to increase" ; it does 
not say "let us have this and that", but rather, 
it only urges the Government "to increase its 
efforts" . There again, it is conscious of the 
fact that the Government is hard working, and 
everyone will agree with me that the Govern
ment has really achieved a lot. In fact, the 
Government really deserves our praise. The 
achievement of the Federal Government within 
the past two years is about ten times our 
achievement during our colonial era. This is 
a very great achievement indeed. (Hear, 
hear). 

Everyone of us has a family and we all know 
how difficult it is to manage a family, how much 
more, a nation. We all can therefore visualise 
the great task that devolves upon our leaders 
who have just taken over our affairs from our 
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stwhile masters, in their attempt to make this 
mntry what it should be, that is, to make it a 
ealthy nation and to give life more abundant 
, everybody. 

In order to improve the rate of our economic 
evelopment, the Government is required to do 
ertain things. The Government is required 
o put in more efforts to mechanise farming in 
his country. This will help us to increase the 
>roduction of both our consumer and economic 
;oods. The Government is already doing its 
)est to give protection to indigenous industries. 
aut when I say "indigenous industries" I am 
1ot referring only to industries owned by 
Nigerians, but to any industry established in 
this country and using our raw materials for 
its production of goods which automatically 
bear the tag "Made in Nigeria". I do hope 
that the Government will continue to assist 
industries both financially and technically. 

And this brings me to the question of mine
rals. We have abundant quantities of minerals 
in this country, but no one knows exactly 
where they are. I have scanned through the 
Estimates for the past three years and have 
discovered that the Government has never 
voted sufficient money for the geological 
department. This important department is 
really neglected as not more than £120,000 
has been voted for it each year. I think that 
a country, so mighty and vast, should have 
more geologists, more money to train labora
tory technicians, scientists, field technicians 
and so on and so forth. If we vote sufficient 
money for the operation of this department, 
it will certainly enable us to have a proper 
analysis of our raw materials. 

I also wish to say that geologists should 
be well paid. I repeat "well paid", These 
people, it must be realised, work in the bush. 
and if there is no encouragement, they will 
not like to remain long in the department. I 
wish to suggest that we should give more 
attention to the service condition of the workers 
there before we begin to talk of purchasing 
machines. Let us remember that it is the 
worker who is going to operate the machine ; 
it is the worker who can help to lengthen or 
shorten the life of a machine ; it is the worker 
who is going ·to implement the contents of any 
programme put up by the Government. I 
therefore hope that if the Government is 

serious in pursuing its economic development 
progranlffie, it should see to it that more 
money, at least five times the amount now 
voted, is voted for this department in order to 
enable the staff to find out the mineral deposits 
that we have in this country. · 

There is one disease from which we are 
suffering in this country : it is the disease of 
what I may call colonial mentality. Our 
people tend to think that anything made by 
European is decidedly superior to anything 
made by an African. I am, however, glad to 
note that a good percentage of the people 
in this country are now aware of the impor
tance of placing our nation first, thereby show
ing their love and interest in our own things, 
whether they are raw materials or finished 
goods. This will definitely help us to retain 
our money in this country. 

As I said sometime ago, it is difficult to fill 
with water a drum that has a big hole under
neath. I really mean it. It is just like the 
economy of a nation. If we have a drum 
with a big hole in it, no amount of effort can 
fill it with water. This Government has a 
big drum to fill, and it is doing its best to fill it, 
but it needs the help and assistance of everyone 
in Nigeria to get the drum filled. When we 
say raw materials, what do we mean? There 
are two classes of raw materials : agricultural 
or primary products and minerals. Agricul
tural raw materials are timber, cocoa, bananas, 
raw rubber, crepe rubber, shea-nuts, cattle 
hides, goat skins, sheep skins, palm products, 
groundnut oil, benniseed, cotton seeds, et 
cetera. In the minerals we have coal, crude 
oil, limestone, lead, zinc, clay, gold, diamond , 
sand, tin, et cetera. 

If I may illustrate this point. A Nigerian 
businessman is interested in the timber in
dustry. He gets to a forest and is able to cut 
timber into logs ; he toes them down to Port 
Harcourt, Calabar, Oron or Sapele or Lagos 
just to ship them overseas. Perhaps his 
profit may be just about £200. But this man 
may not be only a timber magnate, he may 
also be a trader. A few days later, he builds 
a house of four flats and wants to furnish it. 
He goes to U .A.C., U .T.C. or Leventis for 
this furniture. To furnish these flats means 
about £4,000 leaving this country. The timber 
this man sent overseas raw is now coming back 
to him as furniNre and h~ \s going to us~ it as a, 
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big man. He says. to his friends, "I am a big 
man", not knowing that the timber he exported 
two or three months ago is what he is sitting 
on now. He made only £200 on his timber, 
not knowing that more than £4,000 has left this 
country. 

I think we should be proud of Nigerian 
products. I am not proud because I seat on 
a big chair costing 50 guineas. What worries 
me is that this money is not retained in this 
country. We should establish more furniture 
factories in this country to manufacture 
furniture from our own local wood, and let the 
Government stop immediately the importation 
into this country of any foreign made wood
work. Efforts should be made in this country 
to see that any Minister who wants to buy any 
furniture should buy furniture made in Nigeria. 
We should patronise things made in Nigeria. 
If our cabinet makers make more furniture 
than we need, let us start exporting the extras. 

The same thing should apply to rubber. We 
are one of the important producers of rubber 
in the world. At Port Harcourt in the Eastern 
Region, the Eastern Regional Government is 
having a joint business of tyre manufacturing 
with Michellin Tyres Limited, and we have 
some shoe factories using rubber . in this 
country. We all know that any moving 
vehicle, be it an aeroplane or a motor vehicle, 
uses rubber. We also use rubber for domestic 
purposes. Instead of sending our own rubber 
overseas and then buying the finished product 
again, we should set up our own factories in 
this country to make use of the rubber we grow. 
I feel that there should be more factories for 
the manufacture of types, inner tubes, rubber 
bags and rubber materials. When we satisfy 
our own needs we can export the surplus. 

I will now go to hides and skins. We have 
a lot of leather bags and leather boxes being 
imported into this country, we should invite 
the industrialists and capitalists who buy our 
raw rubber to come and establish industries 
in this country for the manufacture of leather 
bags, leather boxes, belts, et cetera. By 
investing their own money, they will make use 
of the available raw materials and also give 
employment to our sons and daughters. 

Students of'history will agree with me that 
in about 1620 one of the important items which 
made Britain by then to look for colonies was 
the question of un~mployment. The people 

who left Britain at that time to settle in Ameri 
were called the Pilgrim Fathers. To coml: 
this very important problem of unemploymer 
we should do everything possible to find jol 
for our children. 

There are other things we produce in corr 
mercia] quantities, like cocoa and palm pn 
ducts. I do not want to dwell much on th1 
point, but I think the Government shoul. 
try to make more economic use of the availabl 
raw materials. To prove what I mean whe1 
I said that the Government should pursue : 
vigorous policy, I will cite one importan· 
example. This example is the efforts tht 
Federal Government is making to refine our 
crude oil. The Shell B.P. between 1961 and 
1962 exported about 21 million barrels of 
crude oil. That gave the Government the 
urge to embark on a joint venture of building 
an oil refinery at Port Harcourt. By this, 
petrol, kerosine, diesel oil and lubricating oil 
will soon be manufactured in this country to 
satisfy local needs. The Government cannot 
do anything more than what it has done 
already in this line. 

I know that we have able and dynamic 
Ministers- the hon. Minister of Finance and 
the hon. Minister of Commerce and Industry. 
The Prime Minister knew . their personal 
ability before he gave them these two important 
Ministries. Instead of importing kerosine, 
petrol, lubricating oil , we shall have to export 
them now. 

Another important item on which the 
Government has shown a vigorous policy is 
limestone. I could remember that about ten 
years ago in Awgu Division people were going 
to the court because one had thrown limestone 
into the other's portion of land. Limestone 
is very good for cement making and for the 
making of other things. I am happy that the 
Government has realised that limestone is 
very precious. 

People have been hearing about gold and 
silver, without knowing that gold and silver are 
lying here and there undiscovered. Limestone 
has now become gold and silver to us. For 
instance, the abundant deposit of limestone 
at Nkalagu b.rought about the founding of the 
Nigerian Cement Company. There is also a 
cement making factory in che West. If these 
factories are worked to their optimum they 
will satisfy the needs of the people of this 
country. 
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But I want to sound a note of warning. In 
case of war there will be no cement because 
resin which is so important in cement making 
is imported. I know, however, that if the 
geologists go out to-day they will discover 
some deposits of resin, and this will go a long 
way to making the production of Nigerian 
cement independent of foreign materials. 
But as things are at the moment, if there is any 
war and we cannot import such chemicals, it 
means that we shall not have cement. I 
would only appeal to the Government to 
further pursue their vigorous policy in the 
field of cement manufacture and make it more 
independent by using all-local minerals. 

There is yet another industry in which we 
would like the Government to be more vigo
rous. I can remember that during the life of 
the former Parliament there was a Motion, 
which the Government accepted, for the 
establishment of coaltar industry. Experi
ments -were started and pens were thrown up 
and down with consultations here and there. 
But to-day where is the result achieved ? 
Yet we have many miles of roads to be tarred. 
We want the Government to resume negotia
tions and introduce coaltar industry without 
further delay. There was a Motion this 
morning condemning the Federal trunk roads. 
Perhaps there is no money for maintaining 
these roads. But I am sure that if coaltar 
can be made from our coal, the cost will be 
lower. 

fhis Motion confirms the creed of the 
Federal Government which , with your permis
sion, Mr Speaker, I will quote from the Budget 
Speech of 1962-63, page 276 of the Official 
Report. This was read by the Minister of 
Finance. 

"It is stressiug the obvious to say that our 
policies in this situation must be designed even 
further to strengthen our overall balance of 
payments position. Our policies must take 
cognizance of the f act that N igeria is a 
member of the world community of nations
a community zvhich increasingly looks to 
international trade and commerce as a means of 
raising the levels of living of all peoples 
everywhere. 

In this broad context the Federal Govern
ment's pol£cies, designed to p lay ou'r own part 
in the present international situation, can 
be smnmarized in a five poiut declaration-

Fint : to dive1'S1fy our exports ; 
S econd : to develop new markets and to 

strengthen our position in existing markets ; 

Third : to secure stable prices for our 
exports at a fair and reasonable level ; 

Fourth : to reduce our dependence upon 
imported goods, particularly consumer goods ; 

Fifth : to reduce the drain of invisible 
transactions". 

Now, I hope that if the Regional Govern
ments will continue to co-operate with the 
Federal Government, and if we come together 
and put down our feet to make more economic 
use of all available local materials we have in 
this country to manufacture finished products, 
Nigeria will be one of the wealthiest countries 
in the world within the next twenty years. 

I beg to move. 

4.25 p.m. 

Mr N . E. E1enwa (Ahoada West): I would 
like to second this Motion so ably moved by 
my hon. Friend, Mr Chukwu. The result of a 
geological survey in all parts of this country 
has shown that Nigeria is rich in mineral 
deposits. For instance, as has been mentioned 
by the Mover of this Motion, we have in 
abundance coal, tin ore, limestone, clay, 
diamonds, glass sand, natural gas and timber. 
Large quantities of these things are found in 
Nigeria. 

One would ask oneself, how could we go 
about all these things ? The first of the things 
needed is capital ; the second is technical 
know-how. In the first place, Nigeria has not 
got sufficient man-power or sufficient techni 
cians to work these raw materials. On the 
other hand, we cannot say that we do not 
have the capital required. Nigeria is a vast 
area and it has sufficient capital. If we want 
to have as many industries as possible anywhere 
in Nigeria, it is possible to do so within a year 
or two. But the fact remains that the Govern
ment is not very keen on seeing that industries 
are so scattered here and there, and our raw 
materials used in these industries. 

The quantity of hides and skins that this 
country exported to the Commonwealth in 
1954 was 5.7 million tons; 6.1 million tons in 
1955 ; 5.2 million tons in 1956 ; 6.0 million tons 
1957 ; 5.1 million tons in 1958 ; and 6.0 million 
tons in 1959. The Federal Government 
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should establish factories to make these hides 
and skins into finished products, instead of 
exporting these raw materials overseas and only 
getting them back at very costly prices. 

Another thing is coal. The Coal Corpora
tion at Enugu has been appealing to this 
Government time and again to come to its aid. 

For instance, a few ye-ars ago many labourers 
were laid off because there were no countries 
that wanted our coal. Even Ghana here that 
used to buy some coal from us has stopped. 
It means that we should find ways in which to 
use our coal in this country. If factories are 
built, a large quantity of our Coal will be used. 
Further more, there are so many by-products 
from coal. They are so many that one cannot 
count them. We are asking the Federal 
Government to do something very soon in 
order to establish one or two industries at the 
places where coal is found. 

Another thing is limestone. In Provinces 
like Sokoto, Benue, Kabba, Benin, Abakaliki 
and others, we have limestone in commercial 
quantities. Yet we have only two or three 
places where cement is manufactured in this 
country. We all know that cement manufac
tured in this country at present is not enough 
for local needs. Those of us who live near the 
ports like Port Harcourt, Lagos and other 
places often see the amount of cement that is 
being imported every day of the year. What 
I am saying, therefore, is that if we expand the 
cement industry in this country enough cement 
for local consumption will be available and we 
will have no need to import more. 

Another thing is clay deposit. This is f•)und 
in places like Mabajo, Papa Lanto in Abeokuta 
Province, at Ikorodu and Iju near Lag0s, and 
also in every part of the Federation. My point 
here is that we must make use of these our raw 
materials. There is no need asking our geolo
gical surveyors to go out to survey these things 
when, after all, v..e do not make use of them. 
Why do they survey them ? Why do they 
find them out ? Government should make use 
of these things. We are wasting millions of 
pounds on researches every year and when we 
get the results, we do not make use of them. 

The other thing is that in a place like Aba
ghara in Asu, Okigwi Division, Imo River, 
Ikot Item in Itu Division near Awo Omama 
in Orlu Division, there are also clay deposits . 

Efforts should be made by our Government

An hon. Member : Is that the hon. Mem
ber's constituency ? 

Mr Elenwa : I am coming back to my con
stituency. The Minister should do something 
at least, to show us that these raw materials 
got in our own land could be utilised here 
for our own use. 

The other thing is diamond. We have 
diamond in the Northern Region. What 
has become of the diamond ? What have they 
done with it ? Has it been utilised ? 

Then there is iron ore. In places like 
Abaja, Kabba Province, and Enugu, there 
is iron ore. We have an abundance of raw 
materials in this country, so efforts should be 
made to utilise these raw materials instead 
of importing the finished products from over
seas. For instance, one may say that we 
have a glass industry at Port Harcourt. But 
what of the raw materials used in this industry ? 
The materials are all imported ; and yet in 
this country, we have glass sand, which, if 
utilised can produce glass stones. 

The other point is the naturaJ gas. We 
really have natural gas in this country, in a place 
like Afam. The other day the Minister of 
Economic Development told us they have 
planned for the United States of America, 
Japan and other countries to buy our gas. 
Why not establish factories in this country 
so that our natural gas may be utilised instead of 
our looking for overseas market? We send 
our raw materials overseas and when they are 
finished, we buy them again. I feel the fund 
of this country is being wasted. 

Sometime ago a Manager of one of these 
firms prospecting for oil in Ahoada Division 
told me that they had discovered so many of 
these minerals but they would not say anything 
about them because they went there for oil 
alone. They could not say anything about 
other things discovered because that is not in 
the terms of their agreement. So, I am asking 
the Federal Government to go right down to 
that Division and survey, get the geological 
surveyors to go right down to the ground and 
bring out these things. 

An hon. Member : The hon. Member 
must go there with them. 

Mr Elenwa : Oh yes, I will be there, and 
I will show them the way. 
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:her very important thing is our local 
:;ovetnment should encourage the pro
: of gari from cassava. If it is true that 
es capable of producing up to ten tons 
i a day are being proposed and that 
d estimates for such factories are being 
ered, Government must not waste any 
. bout it, and if it is expected that further 
1pment work will be required to make the 
;sing more efficient such as providing a 
~ machine, a different method of refining 
trying, fermentation of the mass, then the 
cal Government should not waste time. 

.1at I mean is that if we have so many 
;tries in this country the problem of un
oyment will be solved. We know what 
ppening in Afam and other places especially 
·e the Government has started an oil 
stry. I know how many Nigerians are 
g employed in these places. If many 
tstries are scattered in this country, the 
;tion of unemployment will belong to the 

iTith this, Sir, I beg to second. 

~he Minister of Commerce and Industry 
haji Zanna the hon. Bukar Dipcharima) : I 
: to move the Amendment standing in my 
ne on the Order Paper, that is, to leave out 
m "House" to the end of the Question and 
~ "expresses its satisfaction in the effort 
mg made by the Government to ensure the 
lisation of local raw materials wherever 
ssible in the various industries that are 
ing established throughout the Federation" . 

'r really thought that this Motion, in the 
<t place, was superfluous because when I 

, Lde my speech to the House last Monday I 
ade abundantly clear the detailed efforts the 
overnment is making in order to bring more 
,dustries to this country. Industrialisation is 
1 the Concurrent List. 

It is not enough for people to cry that 
;overnment must do this and that. To enable 
;overnment to work successfully the people of 
hi:> country must give active encouragement, 
hat is, by patronising the industries that are 
:stablished here. In this regard I have a very 
;ood example. There is a factory producing 
:xcellent models of radiograms, but what do we 
i.nd ? Although these radiograms are of better 
1uality than most of the imported Japanese 

ones, people prefer the imported to the ones 
made in Nigeria. 

An hon. Member : Has the Minister one of 
such locally-made radiograms ? 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : Yes, I have got one but people like the hon . 
Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) has not got 
one. 

It is the duty of hon. Members to publicize 
and make popular the goods made by Nigerians, 
using Nigerian materials. A people that 
completely rely on the Government to do every
thing for them without themselves doing 
something for their own self-improvement will 
find it difficult to succeed. 

If there is no capital and no money, I suggest 
that hon. Members should set examples by 
going round, encouraging people to contribute 
money and form companies ; starting saving 
drives, and by themselves setting up local 
industries within their capabilities. Govern
ment, on its part, will give out loans. Many 
people here have received loans from Govern
ment in one form or the other. 

There is another point I want to point out. 
So many people ·are anxious to get loans from 
Government but when they get the loans what 
do they do ? They find ways and means and 
silly excuses of avoiding payment. 

An hon. Member : Put them to court. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try: Well, we must put the hon. Mr Briggs to 
court. Just look at him, there is nothing 
Nigerian about him ; even his tie is made in 
Japan. 

I appeal to people to patronise Nigerian
made goods. Last time when I made my 
speech I talked to hon. Members about the 
resistance to buy Nigerian-made goods, although 
they are as good in quality as any made overseas. 

An hon. Member : I wonder why they are 
not cheaper than those made abroad ? 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : Self-sacrifice is an essential element in 
self-improvement. People who are not pre
pared to sacrifice a little in order to gain more 
in the future do not deserve well of either their 
country or of others. This Government is a 
Government dedicated to improve the lot of 
Nigerians, but we will not accept criticisms 
from people who are never-do-well them-
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selves-people who could only find faults but 
are not prepared to contribute effectively 
towards the self-realisation of our dreams. 

People often talk about the conditions of 
salary, working period, etc., but can they 
reduce the working period and then have money 
to pay for these things ? I quite agree that in 
every society there are distastes, sometimes 
glorified ones like those of the hon. Mr Briggs 
and I appeal to people not to be deceived by 
Mr Briggs and company. 

I shall welcome any suggestions made by 
any Member-concrete suggestions-about 
how best to go about this business of utilizing 
Nigerian raw materials for the industrialisation 
policy of the Government. If any one has 
any concrete proposals I shall welcome them. 
He may either put forward his proposals on the 
Floor of this House or bring them to my 
office. It is not enough for people to come 
and talk sweet nonsense ; they have to put this 
into practice by contributing money effectively 
towards the industrialisation policy and buying 
Saving Bonds ; by working hard and furiously 
without malingering ; and wherever possible 
by buying Nigerian-made goods instead of 
imported ones. 

An hon. Member : The price should be 
reduced. 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry: 

The question of price reduction will auto
matically follow if you patronize Nigerian
made goods and saving becomes plentiful 
then. Naturally, because of the turnover and 
mass production price reduction will auto
matically follow. It is a question of whether 
we are prepared to help ourselves. To achieve 
this is simple and within our competence, and 
as industrialization is on the Concurrent List 
it entails the ready co-operation of all citizens 
of the country, if it is to succeed. I appeal to 
all Members to use their good offices to 
encourage Nigerian goods to be bought readily 
by Nigerian citizens throughout the country. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku) : I beg to second. 

Alhaji Muhammadu Gauyamma 
(Hadejia North) : I rise to support the Amend
ment on this Private Motion for the use of 
N igerian raw materials in local manufactures, 

and in doing so I would like to give my 
hearted support to the Amendment · 
Motion because its purpose is timely an< 
very beneficial. 

Along with the main purpose of this 1\ 
as amended, I wish to call for the esta 
ment of cottage industries to promot 
economy of this country, and to give F 
employment and avenues of widening 
professions. In this regard I would stat< 
in many constituencies people have less 1 

after their annual harvest, especially in p 
like Hadejia, Mala-Maduri and Gumel ir 
Northern Division of Kano Province. 

It is my opinion that now is the time 
people should be more industrious than b 
idle, and because of this I am sugges 
that more industries should be establishec 
cater for the size of our Federation. If 
is done the country will be developed, 
people will be trained and the econo 
status of the nation raised. 

I beg to support. 

Sitting suspended : 4.55 p.m. 
Sitting resumed : 5.05 p.m. 

Mr J.D. Odebunmi (Egba North): I rise 
support the Motion and in doing so, I have the 
few observations to make. 

We should make a thorough research into tl 
most needed of our commodities and plan Ot 

manufacturing projects to satisfy our need 
We can break this into different categories an 
the first one is domestic. 

Our ceramic industry ought to be we 
supported and there should be more of 
established all over Nigeria. In every homo 
there is a great need for plates, cups, bowls an, 
all sorts of other receptacles. We can no 
imagine how much this country has been spend· 
ing every year on imported crockery, so thai 
if the Government encourages the local produc· 
tion of this commodity it will help to keep our 
money within the country and keep it in cir
culation so as to reach all parts of the country. 
In this wise, I think it is advisable that the 
Government should vote a large sum of money 
to boost the production of this commodity. 

Another commodity is cutlery. There is 
also a great demand for cutleries both for 
domestic and for our agricultural uses. We 
have the raw materials and so long as this is so, 
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couple of pounds devoted to the setting 
the machinery for the production of such 
odities will be money well-spent. 

e Minister of Commerce and Industry was 
.ng that we should propagate the necessity 
ne use of our home-made stuff. That 
1e way of encouraging the sale of our 
:-made commodities, but another way is to 
: some embargo or restriction on imported 
s. This reminds me of Japan. What 
!S Japan a really great nation economically 
at any good produced within the bounda
of Japan is given first-hand publicity for 
:hasing and until the last of such a commo-
made in Japan is sold off, the imported 

; are not released for sale. Such a move if 
>wed will certainly help to encourage more 
ur local products and their sale. 

Ve should try and manufacture commodities 
: radio and television sets which have been 
1ken of and if people cannot get the imported 
!S they will buy the locally produced ones. 
ter we have exhausted our supply, the local 
es can be released for sale. Such a step and 
1er steps which have been suggested will 
rtainly enhance local production. 

In view of the fact that Nigeria is noted for 
~ing an agricultural country and in view of the 
.ct that most of the imported commodities 
)uld be produced locally out of our local raw 
1aterials, I would suggest that the Government 
otes an appreciable sum of money for import
lg agricultural machinery in order to boost our 
>cal production. Apart from the fact that our 
:)Cal raw materials could be used for our locally 
)roduced goods, at the same time we could act 
.s supplying agents to our neighbouring 
ountries. 

'. It is with great joy that we note the fact that 
Nigeria is able to supply certain African 
countries with some judicial and other staff. 
In the same way, we may be able to satisfy the 
needs of other countries of Africa as far as 
locally produced materials are concerned. 
Increased demands will certainly lead to 
increased production and increased production 
will bring about better living conditions. 

I would suggest that the imported mechanical 
implements should be given out or distributed 
to the different Regions of the Federation. 
Instead of the Federal Government giving out 
say £4 million to the different Regions for 

research purposes, I think something like £3 
million could be used in importing mechanical 
implements for farming purposes. If these 
mechanical implements are allocated to the 
different Regions, the Government of these 
Regions would see to it that these mechanical 
implements are given out to the different 
Provinces which in turn will loan them to the 
different local councils. 

For instance, if Lagos is taken as a pilot area 
and we have two bulldozers allocated to this 
area, farmers in groups could loan these bull
dozers and whatever a bulldozer could do in 
a man's farm will bring about a tremendous 
amount of production. Such a method would 
certainly help our local production. 

Going into the matter of mineral resources, 
I said sometime ago that what makes the 
United States of America a really great nation is 
the use she makes of her natural resources. 
Cement is one commodity that is very largely 
used in this country and in view of the fact 
that we have a great deal of raw materials for 
the production of cement, more and more 
money should be devoted to the production of 
cement on a very large scale. 

Going over the trade agreement between 
the Federation of Nigeria and the Peoples' 
Republic of Bulgaria, we see that there is a long 
list of export commodities from the Peoples' 
Republic of Bulgaria to the Federation of 
Nigeria. The raw materials for the manu
facture of these finished goods are obtained 
in Nigeria and in return for these finished 
products are raw materials like cotton, coffee, 
cocoa beans, fruits, oil seeds, groundnuts, 
oil cakes, hides and skins, timber, rubber and 
so on. I think if we send out students to do 
research work into the production of these 
commodities, the money so spent will be 
money well spent. If every year an appreciable 
sum of money is devoted to the production 
of one kind of commodity or another, in five 
years' time, Nigeria will become a great manu
facturing country. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support the 
Motion. 

Mr J. 0. Olaore (Oshun North East): In 
supporting this Motion, I have to make few 
remarks. The Minister of Commerce and 
Industry has rightly said that we are not patro
nising our home-made industries. In this 
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country we are producing a lot of cement. 
Quite rightly We are not having all the necessary 
raw materials and other things for the produc
tion of cement, but notwithstanding that fact, 
I think the aggregate tonnage of cement being 
consumed in the country now as compared 
with what we have been importing shows that 
we have been able to reduce the amount of 
cement imported from overseas. 

Mr Speaker : Will the hon. Member please 
speak louder. We seem to be having quite a 
lot of interruptions. 

Mr Olaore : What I am saying is that now 
that our production of cement in this country 
is getting very high, there is no reason why 
at this juncture we should not think of the 
possibility of actually placing a ban on im
ported cement. If we do that, I think it will 
stimulate the desire to buy only our own made 
commodity and the price will be substantially 
reduced. In the near future efforts will be 
made to increase the output at Ewekoro in the 
Western Region and Nkalagu in the Eastern 
Region as well. At present, a lot of cement is 
still being imported into this country. I think 
that the governments of the two Regions 
should not only publicise their products but 
also they should cut down their prices. We 
are imploring the Government to see that a 
ban is placed on imported cement so as to 
stimulate our home-made ones. 

We have a lot of raw materials in this 
country. In the agricultural field, for instance, 
plenty of potatoes and onions are being grown 
in the Northern Region, but we still import 
these things to the detriment of our farmers. 
If the farmers are given the proper encourage
ment, they can still improve on the ones they 
produce at the present moment. In a sister 
country embargo is placed on such products, 
with the result that they stimulated the growth 
of their industries, thereby helping their 
farmers. 

At present we have a textile industry which 
was declared open by the Premier of Western 
Nigeria. On that occasion, the Premier said 
that we should give every encouragement to 
that industry by giving it our patronage, and 
that they themselves should see that the raw 
materials to be used in the manufacture of the 
cloth!' are grown in Nigeria. Cotton is being 
grown both in the West and in the North. 

If it is intensified in these two Regiom 
Federation, we might be able to assist : 
and at the same time regularise our bal 
payments. 

I would like to say something about 
other industries which are just being 
lished in this country. I want to talk 
enamelware. To my knowledge plen 
steel sheets are being imported into this cc 
either from Japan or Hong Kong and ever 
China. In due course, if these industri1 
sited in the East, it might be possible i 
near future to discontinue the importati1 
sheets. 

Much has been said some time ago abou 
raw materials used in the production of 
and stout in this country, though the 1 
is just the same as that of the imported 
If proper encouragement is given to t 
industrialists, the prices of the locally prodt 
ones will be reduced considerably and 1 

beer will be within easy reach of the ave1 
consumer in this country. 

I have to say something about our cam; 
industry. At the moment we are importin 
lot of cheese, milk and butter from Holla 
when all these things are produced in Nige1 
The only thing to be done is to improve on 1 

present standard. It is not good to say tl 
only the butter imported from Holland 
Germany should be consumed in this count1 
We produce butter at Vom and plenty 
fresh meat from the cattle ranch in the Nc 
thern Region. We know that in the end ' 
shall have to depend on these things, and that · 
the more reason why we should improve t~ 
standard of production. 

Likewise, I have to make mention of tl 
baked beans imported into Nigeria. Wh• 
you get to Kingsway or U.T.C. or John Ho1 
you discover that the prices of these consume 
goods have increased. We should be gratefu 
to the hon. Minister of Finance for increasing 
the import duties on these ~oods, and I hope 
that that will go a long way to encourage the 
canning of our locally produced goods. 

Finally, I have to refer to our geologists in 
this country. They are doing much work, 
but I think that that is not sufficient. There 
are several areas which have not been covered 
by these people. In South Africa we have 
diamond mine, and I think we have the same 
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thing in Nigeria if survey can be extended to Dr Okeke : I was saying that if we could 
these areas. I see no reason why the Federal bring industries into this country our partners 
Government should not send a team of geolo- from America, England, India, and other parts 
gical surveyors all over the Federation to dig of the world would help us to manufacture. 
into the ground and find out what kind of But if we manufacture here, and they bring in 
minerals we have in this country. I am of the their home manufactured goods into this 
opinion that we have enough minerals to give country and under-sell us, what have we 
us money in Nigeria. We also have gold in gained ? 
this country. Location of these minerals is . 
not sufficient. They should also be worked An ~on. Member : We wtll put more tax 
out so that we might be able to raise the on thetr own. 
economic vitality of this country. Dr Okeke : That is the point of manufac-

With these few remarks I beg to support. turing. Japan built her own economy because 
' their goods, no matter what people said about 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : I 
have just two points to make. We are manufac
turing goods in this country and we are pressing 
for more industries. But like many other 
things we do here, one thing is going to elude 
us and that is that we are, in the next five to 
ten years, going to sell those articles that we are 
manufacturing at the moment. During this 
period, we would have need for outlet to dispose 
of our commodities. If we begin now to 
think of possible markets in the next five to 
ten years, we would not reach stagnation point 
where we will produce so many things and 
manufacture too much for our own consumption 
and no outlet to sell our finished products. 
Egypt is selling Egyptian cloth to America and 
Egypt is also manufacturing cars. 

The second point is that we are saying, 
" Buy products made in Nigeria, made in 
Nigeria, made in Nigeria." But when we 
manufacture a bottle of beer we sell it for 
much higher than that imported. When we 
manufacture cement we sell a bag of cement for 
more than the imported one. Why is it that 
our products cost more than the imported 
ones? We must have to impose more tariff 
on the imported materials if we want our 
products to sell in this country, because there 
are so many ways of killing a rat. You can 
kill it, you can roast it and you can beat it with a 
stick. There are more than three or four 
ways of-

Mr D. N. Chukwu (Awgu North) : On a 
point of order, the hon. Member for Onitsha 
North Central (Dr Okeke) should address the 
Speaker. He is turning round to talk to us. 

Mr Speaker : I think the House should be 
more orderly if many Members who interrupt 
stop doing so. 

them- there was a time that the word "Japan" 
was a household talk, and these cheap Japanese 
articles, bicycles, enamelware, radios, and 
everything were everywhere, because they 
were manufactured and sold on the world 
markets cheaper than the entire world could 
sell. They flooded the whole world with 
cheaper articles. Japanese articles under-sell 
American goods in spite of protective tariff. 

We want to protect our manufactured goods 
if this country will profit by the awakened 
industry we are now bringing into our country. 
We must sell cheaper to our people, and we 
must see to it that imported goods do not 
under-sell us, if this programme will prosper. 

Mr U. 0. Ayeni (Afenmai North West) : 
I rise to support the Motion as amended. 

Mr Speaker :It has not been amended yet. 

Mr A. E. Effiong-Spatts (Calabar): I rise to 
support the Motion as amended by the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry. 

Mr Ayeni : Point of order, I do not know-

Mr Speaker : You said you were going to 
speak on the Motion as amended. It has not 
been amended. 

Mr Ayeni : It has been amended by the 
Minister. 

Mr Speaker : The Question on the Amend
ment has not been put. 

Mr Effiong-Spatts : In supporting this 
Motion, I have very few remarks to make, or 
some advice to g-ive. All that I am trying to 
say is this. Goods manufactured in Nigeria are 
not known by Nigerians. The only reason is 
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that in every manufacturing industry, an 
industrial bulletin must be published. The 
industrial bulletin informs the people exactly 
of what products are produced in the country. 
In fact, in every commodity in the market 
there is a priceless ingredient. The priceless 
ingredient of any commodity in the market is 
the name of the maker and I think that every
body would like to buy anything made in 
Nigeria. To publicise it does not mean putting 
it down in the newspapers. There should be 
an industrial bulletin published from which 
we will know exactly those goods manufactured 
in Nigeria. 

An hon. Member .: Is there any industry 
in Calabar? 

Mr Effiong-Spatts : We will know e:11.actly 
that these things are manufactured from our 
own raw materials. 

An hon. M ember : Is the hon. Member for 
Calabar (Mr Effiong-Spatts) educating us ? 

Mr Effiong-Spatts : We started education 
in 1846 when that hon. Member was in the 
bush. The first school was opened in Calabar 
in 1846 when he was in the bush. 

Now, what I am saying is this. If we have 
this industrial bulletin, we will find that we 
do not need any publication as much. The 
geologist would be able to help us to know 
exactly what raw materials are in Nigeria. 
A Member in this House has said that although 
cement is manufactured here in Nigeria the raw 
materials are ordered from England. I differ 
from this. As a matter of fact, we have 
got gypsium abundantly here. We have 
got limestone and clay abundantly here. 
The only thing we are ordering from England 
is the machinery. Therefore, I think that the 
Government has been trying to make use of 
the raw materials found in Nigeria here to 
manufacture cement. 

I remember sometime in the Trade Fair 
those things were exhibited : the gypsium, 
the clay, and the limestone. On the question 
of glasses, I believe that we have got the flint 
stone here, and we have got the glass sand 
here ; the only thing that Nigeria may need 
will be very few chemicals. All these things 
are now made in Nigeria. If anybody sees 
that these things are manufactured in Nigeria, 

and there is a bulletin to sho-w them, everybod) 
will be pleased. I think it will be the duty ol 
every Member, if we have the bulletin, tc 
publicise those things in our campaigns. That 
is how it is done. In India it started like that. 
Machines were manufactured, and there were 
bulletins showing them, and legislators, after 
reading these bulletins, showed the people in 
their campaigns that those things which they 
were buying were manufactured in India, 
so everybody was pleased. 

What I am saying in supporting this Motion 
is that industries should be established. 
I am saying definitely that people are willing 
to come out to establish these things. But 
they must be definitely assured of the 
raw materials that we have here. That is 
why I am giving the advice. I am suggesting 
that if we have the bulletin published showing 
our raw materials, we will have so many 
commercial firms coming out. 

The next thing is that, when these people 
come out, I would beg the Government to 
allow an agreement to be signed in time with 
them. I have an instance. A paper industry 
was to be established in Calabar, but from 
last November up till to-day the agreement has 
not yet been signed. The people are willing 
to come. 

An hon. Member : Who is responsible ? 

Mr Effiong-Spatts : The Eastern Region 
Government. The N.C.N.C. 

If we want to industrialise Nigeria we must 
be fair. It is not only the question of raw 
materials that is holding us back. We must 
be distributive. There should be no tribalism 
in the whole affair. Limestone does not 
abound only in Nkalagu. It abounds all 
over Nigeria. It abounds in Calabar. What 
I am trying to say, whether people like to 
hear it or not, is that we should see into our 
imperfection. Our imperfection also holes 
up industrialisation in Nigeria. Our imper
fections are nepotism, tribalism, and arith
mocracy instead of democracy. 

Mr D. N. Chukwu: The hon. Member 
for Calabar (M r Ejjiong-Spatts) is just trying 
to give an impression that the Eastern Region 
Government is tribalistic. I think he should 
not bring in anything about the Eastern Region 
here, and I want to assure him that at Calabar 
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there are very few economic raw materials 
available for industrial purposes. There is 
nothing like the special wood which could 
enable us to manufacture paper at Calabar. 

Dr Kalu Ezera (Bende East) : On a point 
of order, I have never seen a country where 
minorities rule the majority. In this country 
these minority minions want to rule the whole 
country. We say "No". 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That in order to increase efforts 
in the economic development of this country 
and to create more jobs for Nigerians, this 
House expresses its satisfaction in the effort 
being made by the Government to ensure 
the utilisation of local raw materials wherever 
possible in the various industries that are being 
established throughout the Federation. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

JuDICIAL, ETC. , OFFICES AND APPEALS BY 

PROSECUTORS BILL 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Attorney-Genera] and Minister of 
Justice (Dr the hon. T . 0. Elias) : I rise to 
move-

"That a Bill for an Act to provide for 
appointments to certain court offices to be 
made by the Judicial Service Commission of 
the Federation ; to make further provision 
as to the appointments of certain judges, 
law officers and magistrates ; to make further 
provision with respect to appeals in criminal 
proceedings brought otherwise than by the 
accused persons ; and for purposes con
nected with the matters aforesaid, be read a 
Second time" . 

This Bill tries to make prov!Slon for four 
distinct sets of matter. The first Clause deals 
with the appointment of registrars and other 
officers of the courts by the Judicial Service 
Commission. Representations have been made 
to me by the Federal Supreme Court and the 
Lagos High Court that it is essential that all 
the officers of the rank of registrars who are 
working in the courts should be within the 
province of the Judicial Service Commission 
for appointment, and section 1, subsections 1 
to 3, is intended to make that provision. 

In section 2, we try to create a new rank of 
magistrates to be designated Senior Magistrates 
and to provide for them a new item of juris
diction. As hon. Members are aware, Chief 
Magistrates have jurisdiction over matters 
costing up to £500 and they can impose penal
ties of imprisonment of up to 5 years, whereas 
Magistrates Grade I have jurisdiction in cases 
involving up to £200 and can impose a penalty 
of imprisonment of up to 2 years. The new 
grade of senior magistrates will have jurisdiction 
to impose up to 3 years imprisonment and a fine 
of up to £300. The gap between the present 
rank of Magistrates Grade I and that of Chief 
Magistrates will thus be narrowed still further. 

The third section of this Bill is a transitional 
provision to enable the Northern Region and 
other Regions that are faced with the same 
problem to be able to appoint judges of the 
court and other Jaw officers who otherwise 
might have been disqualified under our Legal 
Practitioners Act of 1962. The provision we 
have sought to make here at the instance of the 
Regional Governments concerned will enable 
them, for instance, to allow the Solicitor
General of the North to relieve the Attorney
General when he is away on leave, and in the 
case of judges, at the moment the Constitution 
of Northern Nigeria enables acting judges to 
be appointed. But if it is intended to appoint 
a judge who is not a Nigerian in that Region 
to-day, the Legal Education Act of 1962 would 
make it impossible, and this is merely a tem
porary provision which will not, I think, go 
beyond the next two or three years when there 
will be sufficiently qualified number of Norther
ners to assume this duty. 

In section 4, we have made provtswn for 
appeals by prosecutors in certain cases. At 
the moment, the Federal Supreme Court has 
no jurisdiction to deal with appeals by prose
cutors. What we have tried to do here again, 
in collaboration with the judges, is to make it 
possible for the Federal Supreme Court, when 
such appeals are brought, to do one of the three 
things stated under subsection 1-either 
dismiss the appeal, or remit the case to the 
court from which the appeal came, or quash 
the decision and either order a new trial or 
determine the case itself. This, I must point 
out, does not confer automatic right of appeal 
from the Regional High Courts or the Lagos 
High Court. For that to be possible, it is 
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necessary for each Region to amend its High 
Court law, and it is proposed that this amend
ment will enable the four Regions as well as 
the Lagos High Court to proceed to make it 
possible in future cases, especially in criminal 
matters for prosecutors to be able to bring an 
appeal against decisions of which they did 
not approve in the lower court. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation 
(Hon. R. A. Njoku) : I beg to second. 

Mr D. E. Y. Aghahowa (Benin West): I 
rise to support the Second Reading of this Bill. 
I think it will be considered by all sides of this 
House that the Bill is not controversial and 
that it is progressive. It must be admitted 
that the intention of this Bill to make provision 
for the appointment of senior magistrates is 
rather belated. This really should have been 
done quite a long time ago. The Regional 
Legislatures have long taken this step. 

The other point which I would like to 
comment upon is something which is dear to 
the heart of everyone of us, but it is unfortunate 
that we all seem to fight shy of it. The fact 
remains that we all talk glibly about Nigerian 
unity. I know of somebody who always says 
that he is a citizen of all parts of the world . 
It should be open to every Nigerian to offer 
his services anywhere in the Federation. On 
this I think I must be specific. To a large 
extent, particularly in the legal educational 
system of this country, our brothers in the 
North have not made as rapid a progress as 
those in the South. It is our duty at least 
to encourage them. This country will not 
develop if one area of the country is so much 
better developed than the other areas of the 
country. All the same this is no excuse. 

I know that truth is very bitter, but it could 
be a palliative. 

Dr Kalu Ezera (Bende East): Say the truth 
and do not be apologetic. 

Mr Aghahowa: Well, one should net be 
apologetic in matters like that. Is it not 
possible, is it not conducive at least to the 
building up of the nation that we all envisage 
that we must unite? If f'ur Nmthern brothers 
must be encouraged, then what steps the 

Northern Regional GoYernment from employ
ing a Southerner, if possible on contract for 
three years ? I feel the Northern Government 
should employ these Southerners at least on 
contract for three years, and at the end of the 
third year, if they have got a qualified Norther
ner, they can ask the Southerner to go and 
be grateful fnr the services he has rendered 
to them. If this country can afford to send 
lawyers and judgeR to places like India, Uganda 
and Tan5anyika, it beats the imagination of 
everybody that one cannot render the same 
services to his next-door neighbour, one 
cannot r~nder the same servit:es to his own 
countryman in his own country, and yet we 
all preach unity of the country. I think this 
is the Federal Parliament and we are all 
working for this nation, we are all representatives 
of this nation, we owe it as a duty not only to 
ourselves, not only to our country, but also to 
posterity. We must contribute everything 
we have towards the building of this nation. 

I am saying that any of us must be willing 
and able to offer services, we should be able to 
go to the North. One need not ask for a 
permanent appointment otherwise he might 
be displacing the Northerner, but since the 
Northerner has not the opportunities others 
have had, others should be able to go in there, 
put in a year or two's service on contract till 
they mature. Within the next two to three 
years the Ahmadu Bello University should 
really be able to provide the North with a 
number of Northern lawyers and those of us 
who might be there should be very willing to 
come back. After all, as the saying goes, 
The consciousness of duty performed gives us 
music at night. You would at least rest with 
the satisfaction that you have contributed 
your little quota towards the building up of one 
country, one Nigeria and one destiny. (Hear, 
hear). 

Further, on the other aspect, the Bill speci
fied the period within which one must appeal ; 
that is the provision for appeal which the 
Minister of Justice was trying to explain to this 
House as to the right of the Prosecutor to appeal 
other than the accused person. There is a 
time limit of seven days within which he must 
appeal to the Federal Supreme Court. I am 
sure that the Attorney-General would have 
considered, at least, this aspect of it in all its 
implications. 
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The fact still remains that in our country 
means of transport really are not up to date in 
certain areas. The opportunity of getting an 
able and competent Counsel is not always 
available in the remotest parts of the country. 

It would appear as in the ordinary cases of 
appeal that the period of fourteen days would 
at least save any hardship that this particular 
provision might occasion. Subject to what the 
Attorney-General might say, one would be 
tempted to ask this question : How is the 
period of seven days to be calculated ? For 
under the rules, say, of the High Court of the 
Western Region, if a limited number of days 
is allowed for doing an act is so much, then the 
computation of time does not pass till the day 
immediately following and it is stated that the 
time allowed ends at such and such a time. 

In this case what is going to happen ? Is 
the computation of time going to be taken on 
the Western Regional High Court rul es or 
the Northern Regional High Court rules or 
the Eastern Regional High Court rules ? 

With these points, I beg to support the Bill. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema): We on this 
side of the House accept this Bill , but with one 
reservation, and that is in connection with 
appeals by the prosecution. This is a funda
mental change of the law and I personally 
would really want us to consider it very, very 
deeply. It is no easy thing to be an accused 
person, to go through the trauma and ordeal 
of prosecution from the Magistrate's Court 
to the High Court and eventually perhaps to 
be pronounced not guilty. 

According to this Bill the accused will still 
haYe the whole thing hanging over his head, 
with the prosecution given a right to appeal 
further in order to jail him or to see that the 
death sentence is passed on him. I think that 
the right of the citizen should be protected in 
this respect and I suggest that we give him that 
little privilege which the old law has given him. 
Let the right of the prosecution end only at 
the High Court, as it has always been, and to 
remove this extra burden on the accused person 
who has joined his case against the sovereign ; 
let him have the full rights as was given to him 
by the old law to appeal to the Supreme Court, 

but let not the prosecution have that same 
right. Let the accused person, at least, have 
that liberty. 

Mr Speaker, I shall be short. The final 
thing is with regard to the appointment of 
Magistrates and Judges. My appeal is that 
Judges should be appointed from the Bar from 
experienced Lawyers and not from the lower 
Bench. I believe that this falls in line with 
what is happening in other countries, particu
larly the United Kingdom. When a Magistrate 
is a Magistrate he is a Magistrate at all times. 
There is no promotion from the lower Bench 
to the higher Bench. The idea of promotion 
and looking forward to promotion is bound to 
induce in the mind of the person expecting that • 
promotion some kind of fear and respect for 
the authority which he considers will have to 
promote him. 

I feel that we should appeal to the Attorney
General and to the powers that be that appoint
ments to the highest Benches should be not 
from the lower Benches but from the most 
experienced barristers, barristers of perhaps 
ten years, or fifteen years experience or whatever 
years we may like to put it at. 

What we are saying is that there should not 
be any anticipation of promotion from the 
lower Bench to the higher Bench. Magistrates' 
salaries may be raised to any height. Once 
they choose to be Magistrates, in my own 
opinion, they should continue to be Magistrates, 
but let experienced members of the Bar be 
promoted right from the Bar to the highest 
Bench. 

MrS. 0 . Kolade (Oyo South) : I think I am 
a bit sad this evening with reference to the 
point concerning the appointment of Judges 
in the Northern Region. After all, \'le are 
always preaching one Nigeria and that is the 
only point I want to emphasise with reference 
to this particular Bill. 

I am happy that some Northern Members 
are still here. If we want to build oneness 
in Nigeria I think we should think about the 
laws which we make on the Floor of this 
House. I think most of the best lawyers in 
the world especially in Africa come from 
Nigeria. When we are thinking of lawyers 
we should count on Nigeria as a country 
producing most of the best lawyers these days. 
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I do not see any reason why the Northern 
Region should not appoint our own lawyers 
may be from the East or from the West. I 
think it will be wrong to make laws that will 
enable them to get lawyers from overseas. 

An hon. Member : From Pakistan. 

M. Ibt-ahim Gusau (Sokoto West Central): 
1'v1any Members who speak on the Floor of 
this House always refer to the unitv of this 

country and they refer to appointments in the 
North. 1 think the more they speak about 
it the less we become united. 

The Minister of Information (l-Ion. 

T. 0. S. Benson) : On a point of order, Sir, 
it is now six o'clock. 

And it being six o'clock Mr Speaker suspended 
the Sitting pursuant to the Resolution of the 
House (11th April). 
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Sitting resumed : 9 p.m. 

Mr Kolade : Before we left at about 6 p.m., 
I was trying to make some explanation with 
reference to the Judicial Act of 1963, with 
particular reference to the aspect affecting the 
Judges in the Northern Region. I have no 
quarrel with the Bill except the part which gives 
the North preference in the appointment of 
Judges from overseas instead of from Nigeria. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau : A point of order, 
Mr Speaker. Many times referenc.e has been 
made on the Floor of this House to the North
ernisation policy and the same thing is happen
ing with regard to this Bill which is before 
Members. I think those who want unity in 
this country should, :os much as possible, 
avoid attacking the Northernisation policy 
because it is a matter for the Regional Govern
ment. There is no point whatsoever in 
mentioning the appointment of Judges. I 
think the more we stop talking about the 
Northernisation policy, the better. 

Mr Speaker : I quite agree with you . 
There has been quite a lot of ridiculing of our 
Constitution-matters that have been laid 
down by our Constitution have been dragged 
over and over again to the Floor of this House. 
I think Members should trv to avoid such 
controversies as far as possible. 

Mr Kolade: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
But the point is that if Members do not mention 
some particular points now, when the Constitu
tion will be reviewed, I think so many things 
will be left untouched. On the Floor of this 
House, Members should mention some aspects 
in order to put in the minds of those who will 
review the Constitution what aspects they 
should review. Occasionally, Members may 
not avoid mentioning this or that, just for the 
revision which is coming sometime. 

With reference to this Bill in particular, 
something was said about a Region and nothing 
was said of others and that is why I feel that it 
should be a general thing, otherwise it will 
not lead to the unity of the country. I still 
have to mention that we have got most of the 
best lawyers in Africa from Nigeria. Members 
know that we have got the Attorney-General of 
the Federation here; Members also know his 

ability in law. I still remember that recently 
he was selected by the United Nations Organi
sation to draft the Constitution of the Congo. 
I think that is a credit to Nigeria. (Hear, hear). 
Apart from that, he is an author of so many 
books on Nigerian law. What evidence do we 
still require in Nigeria to prove that 'We have 
got the best lawyers in Africa ? 

Recently, an invitation was extended to a 
Nigerian lawyer in the person of Dr Udo 
Udoma, who is now the Chief Justice of 
Uganda. That is also another feather in the 
cap of our lawyers. (Hear, hear) . 

What this Rill is seeking, therefore, -with 
reference to a Region-if a Region is men
tioned- is that it tries to give us some un
employment ; whereas we are crying for 
employment. We have got our own sons and 
daughters who are qualified lawyers. Instead 
of giving them jobs to do, we go to the United 
Kingdom, Australia, Germany, New Zealand 
and so on, to import lawyers. Are VIe trying 
to encourage employment or unemployment ? 
I think that will be left to the Attorney-General. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau: The Legal Depart
ment in the North is prepared to take anybody 
once he can adapt himself to the situation and 
once he can avoid being superior because there 
is superiority complex among certain elements 
in this country. There is no reason why he 
should not be taken if he can adapt himself to 
the situation. 

Mr Speaker : Order ! I think Members 
must avoid talking about the Northern Civil 
Service. We are concerned with matters 
within the competence of the Federal Govern
ment ; not the Regional Governments. 

Mr Kolade : The hon. Member for Sokoto 
South Central (M. Ibrahim Gusau) is trying to 
explain that perhaps some people may not 
adapt themselves, and so on. You cannot 
know whether people can adapt tl1emselves to 
a condition until you try them. I do not 
think we can belabour that point. I think it 
is the duty of the Attorney-General to explain 
himself because he is the one codifying 
the laws. A layman will not be able to 
convince me as I do not know too. But I am 
only studying the situation, looking at it in a 
broad view, in order that we may have improve
ment in the things we are doing in the country. 
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I am still emphasising-! am not talking 

about a particular Region, but generally-! 
am emphasising that it will be very good for 
all the Governments of the Federation to 
recruit lawyers within Nigeria, unless they 
cannot get qualified lawyers. I am trying to 
prove that we have got qualified lawyers who 
can man any post in the Federation. 

Mr Speaker, it may interest you if I mention 
just a few of our lawyers who can man any post 
in the Judiciary. For example, in the East 
we have Mr C. Ikpeazu, Q.C., Mr Anyaegbunam 
Mr A. Araka, Mr Ebo, Q.c., and others. I 
think we can find suitable people among them. 
When we think of Lagos and the West, I will 
now mention some few lawyers who have got 
more than ten years' experience at the Bar. 
We have Chief 0 . Moore, Q.C., Chief F. R. A. 
Williams, Q.C., Chief M. E. R. Okorodudu, Q.c., 
Chief H. 0. Davies, Q.C. , Lawyer Alakija and 
Mr A. Ogunsanya-a Member of this Parlia
ment. 

I may still remind you, Mr Speaker, about 
the ability of Mr Ogunsanya. When there 
was trouble in the Nigerian Railway, an 
inquiry was ordered under the chairmanship of 
Dr T. 0 . Elias. It was through the forceful 
way that Mr Ogunsanya brought out some of 
he things ruining the Nigerian Railway 

Corporation, that we have got improvement 
nowadays in the Corporation. (Hear, hear). 
I do not think that Nigerians should forget 
all these things. When we have our men 
capable of holding any post, I think we should 
always make them interested in the post. 

In the North, we still have some lav,ryers. 
They are young and brilliant lawyers. Even 
if they do not have up to ten years' experience 
law could be made some time-the Constitution 
could be changed- so that the number of 
years might be reduced. There is somebody 
from the East, one Mr C. Nwajie, who under
stands Rausa fluently and has been practising 
in the Northern Region for more than fifteen 
years. I think he can hold any post there. 

I would like to warn the Attorney-General 
himself as the Attorney-General of the Federa
tion . He should always not present . a Bill 
whichJwill be one-sided in order to encourage 

. the oneness of Nigeria ; that is the first warning. 
He should always let the legal authorities of all 
the other Regions realise that whichever Bill 

they bring to be passed on the Floor of this 
House, must be a Bill which will unite Nigeria. 
The North has enjoyed a lot of concessions 
since independence-concessions which are 
one-sided. 

I remember the issue of the Penal Code, 
which was not general all over the country. At 
one time we had the issue of the Grand Khadi, 
which is a concession, and also the issue of 
some percentage-quota of appointments to the 
Federal Public Service. When we think of 
those things in the Federation, things on this 
side, on that side, not actually taken into 
consideration as a matter of general interest, 
sometimes it does not help the unity of the 
Federation. 

Therefore if the Attorney-General, as the 
father of all, I mean from the legal aspect of it, 
cannot make all the Regions realise that our 
laws should be as much as possible even, 
realising that we are all members of the same 
big Federation of Nigeria, I think there cannot 
be great improvement. 

I have no quarrel with this Bill, but just to 
warn strictly against some undue preferences 
which will not be of general help and interest to 
the country. With these few observations, and 
with this particular clause being removed, I 
support the Bill. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : The very 
first point I want to talk about is the right of 
appeal by prosecutors in criminal cases. 
I -would like to say with respect that there 
should be a certain amount of limitation-the 
right of the prosecutor to appeal, especially 
where there has been a hard-won battle in the 
law courts and the decision is in favour of the 
accused. 

Now, in most cases, it is expedient to be able 
to appeal in cases of an appeal against sentence 
rather than one generally against conviction. 
I think there will never he an end in such 
matters especially when one considers that in 
the High Ccurt, even some of the cases in the 
l\lagistrate Courts, the prosecutor in each case 
will always have a Senior Crown Counsel to 
proceed without any additional cost to the 
Crown. On the side of the accused person, 
after the failure of prosecution in the court of 
first instance, the accused still has to go to the 
appellate court to defend his acquittal and 

· dismissal on the original charge against him. 

(70+) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

1379 [Judicial, etc., Offices and 16 APRIL 1963 Appeals by Prosecutors Bill] 1380 

I think it will be expedient to limit this wide 
power now being given to the prosecutcr to 
appeal against acquittal and dismissal. 

The other point is in respect of clause 3. 
Although I realise that we are not at this point 
in the Committee stage, I would not get up on 
the Floor of this House and start criticising any 
of the Governments of the Federation. I 
would like to make that quite clear. What I 
have in mind at this stage is the Clause before 
us and I will say frankly that there are certain 
things which happen in this country the causes 
of which we may not know. I think that when 
one finds a clause like this appearing in our law 
- being given the semblance of legislative 
ratification-it is only expedient for some of us 
in this generation at least to say something for 
the record. The thought of a young man like 
me in Nigeria, feeling that, inspite of my 
qualification yet for some reason I should never 
apply for a post for which I would normally be 
qualified, indicates quite realistically that that 
great concept of our Constitution is not 
appreciated. I would like us to adopt a 
totally dispassionate attitude to this matter. 
It will be most revealing to find out why, 
inspite of our hard-won freedom, this sort of 
clause has to be part of our law. If on the other 
hand those of us in the South have erred or 
blundered in the past, as some d us have said, 
I think that in the interest of unity in Nigeria, 
we can still make reparation, if the fault is on 
the side of those of us lawyers from the South. 

My hon. Friend, the Member for Sokoto 
West Central (Mallam Ibrahim Gusau) has 
said that certain people from the South are 
arrogant. I should feel it out of place and 
against the unity of this country for any 
Nigerian to be arrogant towards other Nige
rians. I think it is a wrong attitude to adopt. 
However, granted that this is true, there is 
some sort of mutuality which must be promoted 
in these things. Those who are arrogant, if it 
is true, should realise that Nigerians, whether 
from the North, East, West or Lagos, are one 
and the same people. One is not superior to 
the other. Equally, in fact, our unity will be 
meaningless if we do not accept ourselves 
as one and the same people. 

Rightly enou·gh, even here in this House, 
there are distinguished Northerners whose 
example will be a credit to any country. 
Apart from the Prime Minister whose qualities 

we all recognise, there are still other Nor
therners among us of whom Nigeria can be 
proud. There could never be any question of 
the North being inferior. Northerners are 
not inferior to anybody. Of course, they are 
not and they will never be. 

But by the same token, I myself feel ashamed 
as a Nigerian to be classed as inferior to 
Northerners. The fact that 1 come from the 
South, should not be a disability against me. 
Therefore, for there to be preferences in 
consideration of employment is unrealistic 
and unthinkable. I say this without any 
bitterness, because I believe it is a problem, 
which all of us as representatives of the people 
should look into and find a means of solving. 
It may even be necessary for some of us to go 
across to the North and study these problems 
closely with a view to ameliorating them for 
the future. I think it is only in this way, not 
by criticising one Government or a group of 
people that we can achieve the real unity we 
seek ; otherwise our unity means nothing to me. 
(Hear, hear). 

Dr Kalu Ezera (Bende East) : I shall feel 
very sullen or depressed if I do not say a word 
about this very important Bill. I would like 
to say once again, in a note of appeal to our 
hon. Friends, that when one speaks on the 
Floor of this House, one in fact does not refer 
to any one group. As far as this Bill goes, I 
think, it would have been a very good Bill 
except for that tint, that slur which tends to 
give us the stigma of disunity. 

I would like to say quite emphatically, that 
this country could not have been one since 
independence except for the guidance of the 
Prime Minister. I am not flattering him. I 
think that it needs a man of great integrity, a 
man of humility and a man of patience to be 
able to hold the diverse units of this country 
together. To this extent, the credit goes to 
him. 

I am saying this because I have studied 
the problems of this country. I have analysed 
them scientifically and I say this not to praise 
him as others praise him but I still say that 
there is a fundamental problem facing us and 
that is the problem of unity. In fact, unless 
we use every opportunity through the exchange 
of students from the Ahmadu Bello University 
down to the University of Lagos, and from 
Lagos to Ife-Nsukka University and vice 
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versa, and also through other means like this 
particular Bill before us, we cannot really 
make amends. It is not an easy fight. I am 
making an appeal, and such an appeal, if well 
accepted, would go a long way to cement the 
unity of this country. 

Let us help the leaders of this country. 
Let us help Sir Abubakar ; let us help the 
Governor-General ; let us help Sir Ahmadu 
Bello ; let us help Dr Okpara and let us help 
Chief Akintola. Let us appeal for the unity 
of this country. (Hear, hear). If we come 
here and take partisan steps, and for every 
single thing we jump up to defend our own 
Governments, I do not think we are being 
true to our Governments. I am one of those 
who feel very strongly about the unity of this 
country. Without unity, all what we are 
saying here is meaningless. 

No economic development has any meaning 
unless we have our political unity intact and 
if indeed there have been, as my colleagues 
have said, past offences, past attitudes of 
arrogance, we apologise. But whether we like 
it or not, this country is going to Le one. 
This country must be one and I must say it 
can be one if we all play our parts, and if we 
all consider ourselves members of one country. 
1 pointed out before that I do not like to feel 
that I am freer in Britain or America than in 
my own country. It saddens me very much, 
it depresses me very much, that I can feel 
freer in Britain or America than in my own 
home where I might be considered a foreigner. 
This appeal comes from the bottom of my 
heart. 

When I spoke last time it was not my inten
tion to antagonise anybody. I said that the 
Prime Minister, on whom this great ordeal 
falls, must realise that it is up to him whether 
this country will get together or not, as far 
as to-day is concerned. Let us tell the truth 
and the real truth is that all is not well with 
the unity of this country so long as these 
things go. I am not saying that we can change 
these things overnight, but let us tell one 
another the truth. Nobody should feel offen
ded ; on the question of unity I have no 
compromise to make. 

Whether the fault was ours or was anybody's, 
we are now in 1963 ; March, April or what 
have you ? (Laughter). Follies of yesterday 
should not be used a& an ~x~use to perpetuate 

any evil that will dismember the unity of this 
country. And so I appeal to my hon. Friends 
not to misconstrue our idea. All we are saying 
is that in a Bill like this and in regard to every 
single Bill that comes before this House, we 
must endeavour to inject elements of unity. 
What we call centripetal forces, centripetal 
tendencies should be allowed to be built into 
every being. So the appeal is a genuine one. 
I ask my friends not to be irritated, not to be 
excited on this issue. We want this country to 
be one and the only way to achieve it is to use 
the type of Bill before us to inject that element 
of unity into our country. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Justice (Dr T. 0 . Elias): 
I think I ought to explain one or two points 
raised in the debate on this Bill. The first, I 
think, is the one raised by the hon. Member 
for Benin West (Mr Aghahowa) who spoke 
first on this Bill. He mentioned that the seven 
days we allow for the prosecution to give 
notice of appeal was too short. I take it that 
he is a lawyer, and if he looks at similar legisla
tion elsewhere, he will find that seven days is 
usually regarded as the maximum that should 
be given where the prosecutor is to be allowed 
to appeal from a conviction to a superior court. 

The hon. Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) 
in the evening and another bon. Member to
night had touched upon the question of the 
wisdom of giving the right of appeal to prose
cutors. I would recommend to them to study 
carefully the present position of the law which 
they had not actually mentioned by name but 
which they had at the back of their mind. 
It is true that before 1907 in England, it was 
not possible for the prosecutor to appeal from 
decisions of the High Court, but since that 
date the Criminal Appeals Act of 1907 had 
made provision for prosecutors to bring appeals 
in any case involving a point of law of ex
ceptional public importance, which it is con
sidered desirable in the public interest should 
be decided by a higher tribunal. 

However, in 1960 a major change was made, 
and by the Admini~tration of Justice Act of 
1960, in England, the position has been 
radically altered. Since that date, under 
section 1 (1) of that Act, it has now become 
possible for both the prosecution and accused 
persons to appeal from the High Court or from 
the Court of Criminal Appeal to the House of 
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Lords, without even the fiat of the Attorney
General. The important thing is that the 
lower court should have given a certificate 
showing that the matter before it, from which 
an appeal is being sought, is one of general 
public importance, not of exceptional public 
importance. 

So far as the law goes, therefore, I think 
that what we are trying to do in section 4 of 
this Bill is perfectly in order and is in line 
with the best that has been reached in England 
to-day. 

Secondly, it is important to emphasize that 
section 4 of the Bill does not seek to give the 
right of appeal straight away. It is merely 
procedural. It enables the Federal Supreme 
Court to welcome appeals if and when each of 
the Regional Legislatures passes a law granting 
that power to the High Courts, the accused 
and prosecutors. So, the section has not yet 
enacted that. 

I think it is important to distinguish the 
procedural from the substantive aspects of this 
particular law. 

As for clause 3, I think it is important again 
for us to look at it again and see that we did not 
include the North by name in that clause. 
Any of the Regions of the Federation that is 
faced with any exceptional circumstance making 
it essential for a departur.e to be made and for 
a non-Nigerian to be appointed, would be able 
to take advantage of the same section. We 
do not, of course, anticipate that a situation of 
that kind would arise in certain areas, particu
larly on political grounds, but, should it arise, 
it would be possible for any of these other 
areas to take advantage of that particular 
provision. 

M ay I mention also to bon. Members that 
before we decided to put these forward, the 
issue was raised with my colleagues in the 
Regions and at the last meeting of the Attorneys
General of the Federation at which all of us 
were present, the whole matter was carefully 
gone into and, after discussion with our respec
tive Governments, the Executive Councils and 
the Cabinet, we felt that this particular arrangee 
ment would be in the best interests of the 
country, and we recognised a reality which, 
of course, should be divorced entirely from 

(A mendment) Bill] 

the politics of the matter. So, what I am 
recommending to the House is a car"eful 
consideration of the circumstance that has led 
to the unanimous agreement of all the Attorneys
General of the Federation and I take it, their 
respective Governments, that this particular 
provision should be allowed to go forward. 

I am sure, Mr Speaker, that those concerned 
will have taken due note of the various ap?eals 
you have made to-night, and that in the 
practical application of that particular section, 
regard should be had to the views which you 
have expressed. I think that with this explana
tion hon. Members will find it easier to accept 
this Bill. 

Question put and agreed to . 
Bill accordingly read a S econd time, imme

diately considered in Committee ; reported, 
without Amendment; read the Third time and 
passed. 

MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation 
(Hon. R. A. Njoku): I beg to move, That a 
Bill for an Act to provide for the payment 
into the consolidated revenue fund of forfeited 
wages in special cases and otherwise to amend 
the Merchant Shipping Act, 1962, be read a 
Second time. 

Hon. Members would recall that on the 
introduction of the principal Act, that is, the 
Merchant Shipping Act, to this House last 
August, it was predicted that the need might 
arise for minor amendments to be made to the 
principal Act from time to time. As Members 
will remember, the principal Act is a very 
long one running into 423 sections. This 
short Bill now before the House seeks to 
effect a minor Amendment to section one 
hundred and twenty-two, subsection (2) of the 
principal Act, and in addition to this it also 
seeks to correct some minor errors in printing. 

Clause 1 of this short Bill clarifies the design
ation of forfeitures and wages ordered by a 
court. It also prescribes what should be done 
on the wages forfeited under section one 
hundred and twenty-two subsection (2) of the 
principal Act, and the total effect of this 
Amendment is to bring our own legislation in 
line with the practice in other Commou wealth 
countries. 
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[MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND AVIATION] 

As I said, the Bill is very short, and the 
second Clause of the Bill seeks only to correct 
minor printing errors. The Bill is non
controversial and I commend it to the House. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs (Alhaji 
the hon. Shehu Shagari) : I beg to second. 

Chief A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : As 
the Minister has said, this Bill is non-contro
versial. The Amendment seeks to clarify the 
designation of forfeitures and wages ordered 
by a court and to correct certain printing 
errors in the principal Act. You will see that 
the second part of the Amendment "to correct 
certain printing errors in the principal Act" 
is nothing short of what I may call inefficiency 
on the part of the printers and the people who 
read the proofs . It is not possible to do a work 
ten times. The Minister will come here next 
time and say that there is an error in what we 
are amending. The printers should be vigi
lant. They are wasting the revenue of the 
country, wasting the time of the legislators, 
good honest time. It is necessary that we tell 
the Minister what he should tell the people 
responsible for these errors. We should ask 

. the Minister of Information to inform the 
printers directly and rightaway that they are 
not doing their work well and this is why I 
say that we do not mean any harm to the 
Minister of Transport. But when the Minister 
of Transport comes again I hope he will not 
say that there is an error in printing. 

I welcome the Bill. 

Question put and agreed to . 

Bill accordingly read a Second time, zmme
diately considered in Committee ; reported, 
without Amendment ; read the Third time and 
passed. 

DEFAMATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 
Order for S econd Reading read. 

The Attorney-General and Minister of 
Justice (Dr the hon. T . 0. Elias) : I rise to 
move, That a Bill for an Act to amend the 
Defamation Act, 1961, be -read a Second time. 

I must anticipate the last hon. Member and 
then plead on behalf of the Government 
Printers that they have been really over-worked 
in the last few months and the size of the Bill 
invollred is such that you are bound, if you 
know the conditions under which they work, 
to sympathize with them. Even in more 
advanced countries similar errors are not 
uncommon. 

Again here, in this Bill, the short point is to 
ask that Part III be substituted for the words 
"Part II" in the second line of subsection (2) 
of section 9. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation 
(Hon. R. A. Njoku) : I beg to second. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a Second time and 
committed 'to a Committee of the Whole House. 

DEFAMATION (AME!\'DMENT) BILL : CoNSI
DERED IN CoMMriTEE. 

CLAUSE 1.-(SuBSECTION (2) OF SECTION 9 
oF THE PRINCIPAL AcT AMENDED 1961, No. 66). 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
Now we have left our sleep to come here to
night to play this kind of game. Now this will 
be the last time. We have to employ more 
proof readers to make sure that whenever a 
Bill is passed into law it is properly proof-read 
to avoid changing O.F. to F.O.S.S. because 
our time is being wasted in the Chambers. 

Clause 1. ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 2. ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Bill reported without Amendment, read the 
Third time and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made and Question proposed, That 
this House do now adjourn-(THE MINISTER 
OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

Adjourned accordingly at t·wenty minutes to 
ten o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ment to make concerted efforts towards the 
NIGERIA eradication of communicable diseases. Tuber-

. culosis being one of these, our efforts to combat 
Wednesday, 17th Aprtl, 1963 this disease are being co-l)rdinated. 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

HEALTH 
Radio Sets in Hospitals 

0.165. Alhaji K. 0. S. Are asked the 
Minister of Health if he will consider installing 
television sets and radio boxes in all the Hospital 
wards in the Federal Territory of Lagos. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry ofHealth (Mallam Hamza Gombe): 
A few television sets and several radio boxes are 
in use in some wards in the various hospitals. 
It is not considered advisable to install them in 
wards where seriously ill patients might be 
disturbed. 

Nigerian Herbalists 
0 .306. Mr M. D. Iyorka asked the Minister 

of Health what sort of encouragement has the 
Government given to our Nigerian herbalists in 
order to enable them develop their locally 
manufactured medicines scientifically and 
economically. 

Mallam Hamza Gombe: No direct 
financial grants have been made to Nigerian 
herbalists. However, from 1959, the sum of 
£3,500 a year has been voted to the University 
College, Ibadan, for investigati.ons into the 
medical properties of African herbalists. It is 
too early to expect any dramatic results from 
these investigations. ' 

Tuberculosis 

0.307. Mr M.D. Iyorka asked the Minister 
of Health if he will consider sending a Federal 
tuberculosis team to tour the Federation for the 
purposes of surveying and treating tuberculous 
patients especially in the villages where this 
dreadful disease kills thousands of people 
unnoticed. 

Mallam Hazam Gombe : As hon. 
Member will be aware, Health is a residual 
subject within the Constitution. However, 
the National Council on Health Services, 
comprising the Regional M inisters of Health, 
myself and our advisers, have reached agree-

Eye Diseases 
*0.308. Mr M. D. Iyorka asked the 

Minister of Health whether he is aware of the 
ever-increasing number of eye diseases and 
blindness in the country, and whether he will 
consider building at least two more eye hos
pitals in the Federal Territory. 

Mallam Hamza Gombe : I have no infor
mation about the increase of eye diseases and 
blindness in the country. I know, however, 
that there has been an increase in the number 
of cases of eye diseases treated in Lagos 
hospitals, but these increases may be due 
partly to: 

(a) the rise in the population of Lagos, 
(b) the improvement in transport facilities 

mal(ing it possible for patients from outside 
Lagos to come for treatment in Lagos, 

(c) the increase in the number of doctots 
dealing with eye diseases, making it possible 
for more patients to be treated for eye 
diseases, and 

(d) the general increase, among Nigerians, 
of the awareness of the benefit of proper 
medical care. 
The facilities at present available for the 

treatment of eye diseases are admittedly in
adequate but so are other facilities for treating 
other diseases and provision has been made by 
my Ministry in the Economic Development 
Programme to increase these facilities. 

Dispensaries at Ikoyi and Victoria Island 
*0.667. M . Ismaila A. Bici asked the 

Minister of Health if he will consider establish
ing dispensaries at Ikoyi and Victoria Island. 

Mallam Hazam Gombe: Yes, when the 
Heal th Centres are completed. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Telephone Trunk System 

*0 .231. Mr U. 0. Ayeni asked the i\linister 
of Communications how many district head
quarters in Western Nigeria have not been 
connected to the telephone trunk system, and 
whether he will place them on the priority 
list with particular reference to Afuzc and 
Igarra in Afenmai Division. 
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The Parliamentary Secretary to the about it. They wrote their application through 
Minister of Communications (Mr S. F . the Territorial Controller, Ibadan, but still 
Nwika) : Fifty-six district headquarters in nothing has been done about it. 
Western Nigeria have not been connected to 
the telepl.one trunk system. 

My Ministry is fully aware of the need for 
telephone facilities at administrative head
quarters and the hon. Members may be assured 
that the requirements of all such headquarters 
without telephone facilities, including Afuze 
and Igarra in Afenrnai Division are being 
fully considered under the 1962-68 Develop
ment Programme. 

I have to state, however, that as the planning 
for the 1962-68 Development Programme has 
not yet been completed, I cannot now name 
those headquarters which will be provided with 
the telephone facilities during this Programme. 

Telephone Exchange for Oyo 
>~~<0.314. MrS. 0 . Kolade asked the Minister 

of Communications, when automatic telephone 
exchange will be introduced in Oyo. 

Mr S. F. Nwika: Consideration is being 
given to the provision of an automatic telephone 
exchange at Oyo under the 1962-68 Develop
ment Programme but the final decision on this 
cannot be taken until the necessary planning 
work now in hand has been completed. 

Provision of Postal Agencies 

• 0 .315. MrS. 0 . Kolade asked the Minister 
of Communications, when he proposes to 
establish postal agencies at Irnini, Jobele, I ware, 
Oluwatedo and Ilu-Aje in Oyo Southern 
District Council areas. 

Mr S. F. Nwika: No requests have been 
received from the communities at Irnini, 
Jobele, Iware, Oluwatedo and Ilu-Aje to 
establish Postal Agencies in their areas. 

Postal Agen cies for Idoma Division 
*0.316. Mr J. 0. Ede asked" the Minister of 

Communications, whether he has any plans 
for the erection of new postal agencies at 
Bagaji Agatu, Worku, Egedde and Orokrarnu 
Districts in Idorna Division in view of their 
long distances from Oturkpo. 

Mr S. F. Nwika : Approval has been given 
for the opening of a Postal Agency at Egedde
Idorna and necessary preliminary arrange
ments are well in hand. The Postal Agency 
will be opened as soon as these are completed. 

No applications have so far been received 
for the establishment of Postal Agencies at 
Bagaji Agatu, Worku and Orokrarnu. When 
any applications are received, necessary investi
gations will be conducted and if such establish
ments are justified, under paragraph 10 of 
Sessional Paper No. 4 of 1957, approval would 
be given to open such Agencies. 

Extension of Telephone Service 

*0 .317. Mr J. 0 . Ede asked the Minister 
of Communications, if he will consider the 
possibility of extending telephone service 
from Oturkpo to Bagaji Agatu, Worku, Egedde 
and Orokrarnu in Idorna Division. 

MrS. F. Nwika: There are no proposals to 
provide telephone service for these localities 
during the 1962-68 Development Programme. 
My Ministry will concentrate primarily on 
localities where Divisional, District, County 
Council and Native Authority Headquarters 
are situated. 

Postal and Telephone Service 
*0 .318. Mr J. 0 . Ede asked the Minister of 

Communications, when he intends to establish 
postal agencies and telephone service in all 
the district headquarters in the Federation in 
view of inconveniences always experienced by 
people living in rural areas. 

If the Communities apply in the usual 
manner to the Territorial Controller, P.&T. 
Ibadan, he will examine their applications and 
if the conditions, as laid down in paragraph 10 
of Sessional Paper No. 4 of 1957, are satisfied, 
he will take appropriate action to open the 
Postal Agencies. 

Mr S. F. Nwika : If any District Head
Mr S. 0 . Kolade (Oyo South): A corn- quarters has no Postal Agency it is advised to 

munity in I ware has asked for a Postal Agency comply to the conditions laid down in paragraph 
some months ago but nothing has been done 10 of the Sessional Paper No. 4 of 1957. 
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I am fully aware of the need for telephone 22,369. This is still below the conversion 
facilities at District Headquarters and the hon. level stipulated in Sessional Paper No. 4 of 
Member may be assured that the requirements 1957. It is likely ho"' ever that conversion 
of all such localities are being fully considered. may take place b:~ next year, having regard to a 
My Ministry is still formulating plans for the ne\\ policy now under consideration. 
1962-68 Telecommunication Development 
Programme and I cannot yet give details of the 
new areas to which the telephone service will 
be extended. 

Conversion of Postal Agencies 

0.372. Mr D. K. Aihonsu asked the 
Minister of Communications, if he will 
consider converting the Ado-Odo, Igbessa, 
Ajilete, Ipokia, Ibatefin postal agencies into 
sub-post offices, if not, whether he will con
sider introducing post office savings scheme 
at Ado-Odo, Igbessa, Owode and Ipokia to 
increase the volume of business. 

Mr Nwika: The current units of business 
transacted at the Postal Agencies are as 
follows:-

Ado-Odo 
Igbessa 
Ajilete 
Ipokia 
Jbatefin 

13,000 
7,000 
5,817 
8,208 
3,936 

As the above figures reveal, none of the 
Postal Agencies has attained the level of 
business required for conversion into a Sub
Post Office as laid down by Sessional Paper 
No. 4 of 1957. 

The possibility of extending Savings Bank 
facilities to these Postal Agencies is constantly 
reviewed, but it is regretted that the conditions 
laid down by Sessional Paper No. 4 of 1957 
have not been satisfied by Ado-Odo, Igbessa, 
Owode and Ipokia Postal Agencies so that 
Savings Bank facilities could not be e:xtended to 
them at the moment. 

Mr Aihonsu : Is the Minister aware that 
there is not a single post office in the whole of 
Egbado South constituency ? 

Eleke Postal Agency 

0.373. Mr J. A. Akor asked the Minister of 
Communications, whether he will now consider 
converting Elele postal agency to a sub-post 
office no\\ that the volume of business trans
acted there has e:xceeded 24,000 units. 

Mr Nwika : The current units of business 
transacted at Elele Postal Agency amount to 

Introduction of Savings Bank 

0.449. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked the Minister 
of Communications, if he will make adequate 
arrangements to enable suitable rural postal 
agencies to operate post office savings bank 
in order to encourage personal savings and 
provide capital for the Six-Year Development 
Programme. 

Mr Nwika : Adequate arrangements have 
been made to enable suitable rural Postal 
Agencies to operate Post Office Savings Banks. 

The hon. Member is referred to Paragraph 11 
of Sessional Paper No. 4 of 1957 where con
ditions for the provision of Savings Bank 
facilities in Postal Agencies are laid down. 

Training Schools 

0.450. Mr T. 0. Oloyede asked the Minister 
of Communications, whether he will now 
consider establishing training schools for 
counter-clerks at our post offices in order to 
improve relations between them and the 
public. 

Mr Nwika : All counter officers receive 
basic training in our Training Schools before 
they assume duties and public relations and 
courtesy are among the subjects they are 
taught. 

Apart from the basic training, all counter 
officers attend refresher courses regularly, and 
opportunity is always taken, not only to re
hearse what they were taught initially but, 
also to teach them advanced lessons amongst 
which public relations and courtesy are in
cluded once again. 

Provision of Post Offices 

0.502. Mr V. A. Nwalieji asked the Minis
ter of Communications, if he would consider 
providing every Federal Constituency with 
a fully equipped Post Office. 

Mr Nwika : No, Sir. 
It is the Government's policy to build 

Post Offices where it has been demonstrated 
that the potential postal business is sufficient 
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to make provision of Departmental Post direct 24-hour telephone link between Afikpo 
Office an economic proposition. The policy is and Enugu. 
contained in Sessional Paper No. 4 of 1957. 

Nsukka General Post Office 

*0.503. Mr V. A. Nwalieji asked the 
Minister of Communications, what is delaying 
the improvement of the Nsukka General Post 
Office in order to ease the acute congestion 
there. 

Mr Nwika : A type 2 Post Office has 
already been approved for Nsukka and is 
included in the 1962-68 building programme 
of this Ministry. 

Work on the building will start as soon as 
it is practicable. 

Annual Volume of Business 

*0.504 Mr D. 0. Ahamefula asked the 
Minister of Communications, what is the 
annual volume of business transacted at the 
Umuduru, Anara, Amaraku, Ogbor Uguri and 
Amuzari postal agencies. 

Mr Nwika : The recent figures of units of 
business transacted at the Postal Agencies are 
as follows :-

Umuduru 
Amaraku 

19,018 
26,152 

There are no Postal Agencies at Anara, 
Ogbor Uguri and Amuzari. The Hon. Mem
ber probably means the following Postal 
Agencies whose figures are as below :-

Angara 10,532 
Afor Ugiri 8,826 
Amauzari . . 5,883 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East) : Is 
the Parliamentary Secretary aware that the 
place described as Anara, where he says there 
is no Postal Agency is exactly the same place 
which he later described as Angara ? 

Mr Nwika : The spellings of Anara, Ogbor 
Uguri and Amuzari are different from the ones 
shown on this Order Paper. 

Mr Speaker : Question No. 0 .505 has been 
transferred for answer on the 24th April. 

24--Hour Telephone Service 

*0.508. Mr N. Enwo asked the Minister of 
Communications, when he will establish a 

Mr Nwika : There are 32 subscribers 
connected to Afikpo exchange and the hours 
of service are 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. The number of 
trunk calls and subscribers do not justify a 
direct 24-hour telephone link between Afikpo 
andEnugu. 

Telephone calls between Afikpo and Enugu 
are connected through Abakaliki. The exist
ing hours of service of Afikpo exchange and the 
routing of calls between both exchanges are 
considered adequate having regard to the 
number of subscribers at Afikpo. 

Provision of new Post Office 
*0.509. Mr N. Enwo asked the Minister of 

Communications, when he proposes to provide 
Afikpo with a new post office in view of the 
congestion in the t>xisting one. 

Mr Nwika : Studies are being carried out 
at present at Afikpo to determine whether the 
provision of a new Post Office there is justified. 

Direct Telegraph Line 
*0.510. Mr N. Enwo asked the Minister of 

Communications, when he will install a direct 
telegraphic line between Afikpo and Enugu. 

Mr Nwika : Telegrams between Afikpo 
and Enugu are passed through Abakaliki at 
present. It is not proposed to install a direct 
telegraph line between Afikpo and Enugu as 
the number of telegrams involved make the 
provision of a direct telegraph link an un
economic proposition. 

Mr Speaker: Question No. 0 .51 1 will be 
answered on the 24th April. 

Extension of Telephone Facilities 
0.512. Mr R. B. Olatunde asked the 

Minister of Communications, whether the 
promise already given to extend telephone 
facilities to Ajassepo and Oro, in Ilorin Division, 
will be fulfilled during the present financial 
year. 

Mr Nwika : I do not recall making any 
promise regarding a telephone service at 
Ajassepo and Oro but these localities are, 
however, being considered for inclusion in the 
1962-68 Development Programme. Until the 
planning for this is further advanced, I regret 
I cannot say when or whether service will 
actually be provided in these towns. 
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Transaction of Savings Bank Business to allow the replacement of the existing manual 

0 513 M E A M d' k d h M" . exchange which will, from an economic view-
. · .r : · . or 1. as e ~ e tms.ter point, last for some years. 

of Commumcatwns, tf he wtll constder allowmg 
every postal agency to carry out savings bank 
business and if he will make the conditions of 
withdrawal more favourable so that more 
people can be attracted to save with the Post 
Office. 

Mr Nwika : The conditions for extending 
Savings Bank business to postal agencies are 
laid down in Sessional Paper No. 4 of 1957. 
It is considered a considerable risk to extend 
the business to postal agencies which do not 
satisfy those conditions. 

The conditions for withdrawals by means of 
identification of depositors are currently being 
examined with a view to making them more 
favourable. 

Provision of Telephone Service . 

0 .514. Mr E. A. Mordi asked the Minister 
of Communications, whether, in view of the 
remoteness and inaccessibility of places like 
Illah, Onichaolona and Nsukwa, he will 
consider providing the postal agencies there 
with rural telephone call boxes. 

Mr Nwika : Consideration will be given to 
the provision of telephone service for the three 
localities specified in the hon. Member's 
question. 

With regard to remote and inaccessible places 
in general, it must be realised that these 
qualifications are the very ones which normally 
make the provision of telephone service 
difficult and uneconomic. I am, however, 
fully aware of the needs of such localities and 
Members may rest assured that I will view the 
case of such localities sympathetically. 

Mr Speaker : Questions 0.515 and 0.516 
will be answered on the 24th April. 

Automatic Telephone Exchange 

*0 .517. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
Minister of Communications, what has pre
vented the establishment of an automatic 
telephone exchange in Benin since a resolution 
to this effect was passed by the Federal Parlia
ment. 

Mr Nwika : The provision of an automatic 
telephone exchange at Benin has been deferred 
because sufficient capital has not been available 

Planning for the 1962-68 Programme is 
under consideration and until this reaches a 
more advanced stage, it would be premature 
to provide, or even design in detail, any new 
exchange which may later be found not to fi t 
in with our overall national plan. 

As I stated in reply to an earlier Oral Ques
tion (No. 0.208), the present indications are 
that a new automatic exchange will be provided 
at Benin in the 1962-68 Development Pro
gramme. 

Mr Oronsaye : Will the Minister please 
tell this House whether all these were not taken 
into consideration before he accepted a Motion 
which was moved on the Floor of this House? 

The Minister of Communications (Chief 
the hon. Olu Akinfosile) : May I say quite 
candidly that there is no point in belabouring 
this point because Benin in any case must have 
a new automatic exchange within the next two 
or three years. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
Will the Minister consider installing automatic 
telephone exchanges in all major towns in this 
country. 

Wireless Telephone Service 

*0.518. Mr D. N . Oronsaye asked the 
Minister of Communications, what is the cost 
of establishing a wireless telephone service and 
whether he will make a statement about the 
future of this form of service. 

Mr Nwika : I presume the hon. Member 
in his question refers to establishment of 
wireless telephone service by means of High 
Frequency radio systems. Such systems, 
suitably for use in the public network between 
two points, would cost from £28,000 upwards, 
depending on ancillary requirements, such as 
buildings, power supplies and so on. 

As far as Radio System for public trunk 
network is concerned, it is the policy of my 
Ministry, for technical and economic considera
tions, i:o utilise Very High Frequency or 
Miscrowave Systems. 

(713) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

1397 [Appropriation (1963-64) 17 APRIL 1963 Bill : Committee] 1398 

Installation of Automatic Exchange 

• 0.621. Mr B. N. Ukaeghu asked the 
Minister of Communications, whether he will 
now install automatic telephone exchange in 
Owerri. 

Mr Nwika : Consideration is being given to 
the provision of an automatic exchange in 
Owerri during the 1962-68 Development 
Programme. As I have stated in reply to 
similar questions in the past, a final decision on 
where and when new automatic exch;mges will 
be provided depends upon the outcome of 
planning work now being carried out in the 
Posts and Telegraphs Division. 

Mr A. U. D. Mhah (Owerri North) : May 
we know from the Minister whether he has any 
plan to establish automatic exchange anywhere 
in Owerri province within the next two to 
three yeats and if so, whether he would give 
Owerri the due consideration it deserves as 
the provincial headquarters. 

Telephone and Telegraph 
Facilities 

0.622. Mr B. N. Ukaegbu asked the Minis
ter of Communications, if he will install tele
phone and telegraph facilities at the Ok.pala 
sub-post office in the o~erri South-East 
Constituency. 

Mr Nwika : Okpala is being considered for 
the provision of telephone and telegraph 
facilities during the 1962-68 Development 
Programme. 

Mr Speaker : Order. It is now 10.30 a.m. 
and under Standing Order 14 (3), no further 
questions can be entertained. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

APPROPRIATION (1963-64) BILL 
(FmsT ALLOTTED DAY): CoNSIDERED IN 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

The Chairman : Clauses 1 and 2 stand 
postponed under Standing Order 63 (7) until 
after consideration of the Schedules. 

HEAD 21.-STATE HousE 

£70,180 for Head 21- STATE HousE-ordered 
to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 22.-CABINET OFFICE 

Question proposed, That £3,161,900 for 
Head 22-Cabinet Office- stand part of the 
Schedule. 

The Chairman : I see that quite a number 
of hon. Members have filed Amendments 
which I believe they do not actually intend 
to move, but which probably they filed in 
order to have opportunity to contribute to 
the debate. In that respect it would be better 
if those concerned did not move. 

Mr 0. C. Ememe (Aba South) : May I 
seize this opportunity to congratulate the 
Prime Minister and his Cabinet for proving 
beyond doubt that they are ready to bow to 
the supremacy of Parliament. Events follow
ing my last statement on this subject shows 
that our Prime Minister listens to the voice 
of the masses through their representatives 
in this honourable House. We are really very 
fortunate to have him as our Prime Minister. 
(Hear, hear). 

One of the greatest problems confronting 
this country to-day is unity. The factors 
of disunity are many, I need not mention 
them here, but it appears that if there is 
anything that ~ill split this country into 
bits, it is the census. I, therefore, 
suggest that a new system of enumeration be 
adopted for the next census. Let there 
be two enumerators in every unit or ward. 
That is, one of those two people should re
present the North and the other should be 
a Southerner because they will be able to 
cross-check each others enumeration and the 
result will certainly be more reliable. I am 
making this suggestion because of the political 
struggle between the North and the South 
which is the main reason why figures are 
inflated. I hope that the Prime Minister 
will take this advice-

Chief E. 0. Okunowo (Ijebu Central): I do 
not understand the hon. Member for Aha South 
(Mr Ememe's) example. He says one person 
should represent the North and the other 
person should represent the South. What 
about the Federal Territory ? 

Mr Ememe : I hope that the Prime Minis
ter will take this advice and save this country 
from eventual Pakistanisation. 
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Another factor which tends to cause dis
unity and hence hamper the smooth running 
of the Federal Cabinet is tl.e tendency on the 
part of our political leaders to base themselves 
in the Regions and send their second in com
mand to the Centre. The result of this 
attitude is that the Federal Government is 
indirectly being run from the Regions. 
An example of this Regional domination of 
our Federal Cabinet is the present regionalisa
tion of the scholarships scheme. The scholar
ships aid that we obtain from foreign countries 
is now being regionalised. This is not to the 
best interest of this counlry because Nigeria 
is one country and, therefore, the Federal 
Government shopld handle foreign scholar
ships. 

Alhaji Muhtari Sarkin Bai (Dambatta) : I 
think the speech of the Member for Aba South 
( .~tfr Erneme) is irrelevant. 

The Chairman: I think the hon. Member 
for Aba South (lVIr Ememe) should come to the 
point. We are discussing the Cabinet Office. 

Mr Ememe : I gave an example of Regional 
domination of the Cabinet and I mentioned 
the regionalisation of the-

The Chairman : There is no regionalisation 
here. 

Mr Ememe : Another grave mistake the 
Government has been making is in regard to 
organised labour. The consensus of opinion-

The Chairman : The hon. Member had 
better reserve his labour comments until we 
come to the appropriate Head. 

Mr Ememe : The reason why I mention 
some of these is because the Cabinet Office 
take the decisions for most of the· actions of the 
Ministries and, I think, I am on good premises. 

The Chairman : I think you should concern 
your comments with the expenditure under 
this Head. 

Mr Ememe : I wish to draw the attention 
of the Prime Minister to the pressing need to 
overhaul his team. Our Cabinet Ministers 
have shown even on the Floor of this House 
that they are businessmen. They own proper
ties which can be valued at hundreds or 
thousands of pounds. It is evident that 
when a person owns so much wealth he cannot 
give his full time to his Ministerial business. 

Sir Abubakar knows very well that his 
Ministers are doing part time job. Why then 
should they be paid such a fabulous salary ? 
Our Cabinet Ministers draw a high salary for 
part time jobs. I feel this is not very fair. 
They should either do full-time work or draw 
less salary for the work they are doing. When 
Ministers own such a heavy amount of property 
they cannot avoid making selfish and biased 
policies. Therefore, the Prime Minister is 
left with two alternatives if he really wants to 
retain the confidence of the people of this 
country. Let him put a ceiling on the assets 
or value of the properties of his Ministers. I 
suggest in this regard that no Minister should 
own more than £20,000 worth of property or 
its equivalent. That is my own suggestion. 

Another way the Prime Minister can control 
his Ministers will be to give the Ministers 
pension 'vvhen they have served two tours, 
that is ten years. He should remove them 
from the Cabinet after giving them pension . 

Mr D. D. U. Okay (Port Harcourt): On a 
point of order, the hon. Member says that if a 
Minister serves for two tours he should be 
retired. May we then know from him what 
the position would be in the case of Parlia
mentary Secretaries and ordinary Members of 
this House? 

Mr Ememe : The hon. Member for Por· 
Harcourt should know that all of us in this 
House do retire to our respective places after 
five years to seek a fresh mandate. 

An hon. Member : What about the 
Ministers? 

Mr Ememe : Including the Ministers. 
Very often we do not come back to the House. 
Sometimes we do come back. What is import
ant is not whether somebody is voted in or 
not. But when a person is serving his country 
as a Minister it means that he is a servant of 
the State. It is completely a different thing 
from being an ordinary Member of the House. 
My suggestion still stands that the Prime 
Minister can have as an alternative to give 
pensions to his Ministers when they have 
served two tours or ten years, and bring new 
blood into his Cabinet. If there is new blood 
in the Cabinet, as the Prime Minister himself 
know!', there will be new life and there will be 
a great deal of change. Most of what our 
Cabinet Ministers are doing now is just 
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routine because they have ·.been doing so for 
a long time. Of ·course, they ·are people 
who are used . to a certain way of life. 
They do not want to change. · We cannot 
blame them. If any of us is in the same 
position as they are he may do the same thing. 
It is necessary, therefore, that the Prime 
Minister should purify his Cabinet by removing 
them after some time. 

Mr K J. Ogunkanmi ( Oshun South East) : 
Do . we understand· from the hon. Member 
that the Prime Minister too should retire 
after twq · tou~s ? · 

The Chairman : That is a late comment. 

Mr Ememe : In answer to this, I would 
only. say that it is evident that when a person 
becomes . a Prime Minister or a Regional 
Premier if he is voted in by his party as the 
leader of his party there is no reason why we 
should expect him to be changed every time. 
There is no reason for that because at every 
annual convention of a party the leader is 
either returned or rejected as the leader. 
Ordinary· members are not returned like that. 

The Chairman : Hon. Members should 
avoid repeating arguments made by them or 
by other Members in order to give more 
opportunity for others to speak. 

Mr Eme~e : The &econd part of my 
comment is on the Government policy against 
the Socialist countries. I sometimes find it 
difficult to explain, maybe somebody else can, 
the inconsistencies in our policy. I have no 
grudge against the United States but I find 
that we allow the United States Government 
to have 85 diplomats in this country and yet 
we deny the Soviet Union similar opportunity. 

The Chairman: Order. This is not 
Foreign Affairs: 

Mr·Ememe : I mentioned this because such 
a case is effected by Cabinet decision. 

The Chairm~n : Surely I cannot allow this 
comment 4,ere. 

· Mr Ememe : Honestly I cannot understand 
the ruling of the Chairman. 

I would suggest that the Prime Minister sacks 
the present Economic Adviser to the . Federal 
Goverrimerit. If ii: is on the advice of this 
Economic Adviser that the Cabinet makes 
these 'i:egressive and reactionary economic 

policies then he deserves a sack. Bow can we 
continue to pay as much as £6,000 per annum to 
somebody who is preparing this country for 
perpetual economic slavery ? We claim to 
have a Development Plan, yet there is no real 
production target set for each year of the Plan 
period. It is not only that. This Plan lacks 
detail. It cannot, therefore, attract foreign 
investors. It lacks valuable details which are 
necessary for economic planning. An officer 
of this type who makes such a loose Plan should 
really lose his job. How can the Prime 
Minister continue to retain a man who is 
misleading the Government ? He advised the 
Government to construct a £5 million bridge 
across the Niger . without provision for a 
railway track. That means, of course, that 
after a few years we will be constructing 
another bridge solely for the railway across the 
Niger. This is evidence of short-sightedness 
on his part. 

The Chairman : It seems to me that the 
hon. Gentleman is insisting on irrelevancy. 

Mr Ememe : I was only saying that this 
Adviser lacks foresight. If the Adviser does 
not lack foresight then it may be that his 
advice is not being taken by the Cabinet. If 
this is the case we cannot know because there is 
no proof of it. Therefore, one can only put 
the blame of lack of foresight and lack of details 
on the Economic Adviser. I would suggest 
that instead of having this type of Economic 
Advisers we should have a committee of this 
House comprised of knowledgeable Members 
who should advise the Government on 
economic policies. On the Floor of this 
House there are Members who are inter
nationally-known economists. 

I beg to support. 

10.50 a.m. 

Mr R. N. Muojeke (Awka Central) : It is 
abundantlv clear that the smooth, the successful, 
and the st~ble-

Mr A. F. Odulana (!jehu South) : On a 
point of order, I believe that, as you explained 
before the House went into Committee, you 
would give everybody a chance to speak on this 
item. But it appears now that those who are 
being called by the Chairman are those whose 
names appear on the Order Paper. If that is 
the case, I would say that tomorrow very many 
names would be seen on the Order Paper. 
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Mr Speaker : Order. So far only one ters are the trustees of the nation and of 
person has spoken, and that is the Member for Nigerian Citizens. including Members of 
Aba South (M1' Ememe). Parliament. As the beneficiaries the Jaw of 

Mr Muojeke : It is abundantly clear that 
the smooth and the stable running of this 
Federation of Nigeria is due to the wonderful 
joint efforts of His Excellency the Governor
General, Dr Azikiwe, and the honest and 
industrious Prime Minister, Sir Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa, together with his Cabinet 
Ministers, chief of whom is the Minister of 
Finance, Chief the hon. F. S. Okotie-Eboh, 
and, of course, the Parliamentarians and the 
rest of the citizens of this country. 

In many fields the Rt. hon. Prime Minister 
shows clearly that he is the undisputed leader 
of this country. In his constituency at 
Bauchi he has a thriving farm which he tills 
with his own hands, just to show us the pride 
in the dignity of labour and honest living. 
(Hear, hear) . 

Mr B. N . Ukegbu (Owerri South East): On 
a point of order, I understand that the Prime 
Minister tills the land with machine and not 
with his hands. 

Mr Muojeke : If his Ministers could easily 
understand the fundamental principles of 
what ministerial appointment means there 
would be no necessity for the sharp criticisms 
of the Ministers criticisms which, unfor
tunately, are mounting daily. Ministerial 
appointment means service to the nation, 
service to others but not service merely to 
oneself. I am not here asking the Prime 
Minister to dismiss his Ministers or to re
shuffle his Cabinet, unless he sees any reason 
to do so. But what must be rammed down the 
throat of our Ministers is, firstly, the simple 
but important and universal fact that without 
the active co-operation of the Members of this 
honourable House they, as Ministers, cannot 
survive even for a brief moment; secondly, that 
the fact that they found themselves the occu
pants of many Ministries does not imply, and 
is not meant to imply, that all wisdom, all 
knowledge and all power reside in them ; and 
all foolishness , all stupidity and impotence 
reside in the rest of the Members of the 
Parliament. 

Thirdly, since it is virtually impossible for 
all the Members of this House to be appointed 
ministers at one and the same time, the Minis-

trust requires that we should dictate how our 
trust funds should be used, and the Ministers 
are bound to comply. 

If the Ministers deviate from this funda
mental principle then they will be committing 
an unforgivable l;>reach of trust, for which 
they are answerable either by way of what has 
happened in the Western Region, or in their 
own consciences which they are supposed to 
have. 

I most sincerely beg the Prime Minister to 
see to it that in future the allocation of public 
amenities and Government patronage should 
not go to the constituencies of any of the 
Ministers. The constituency of any Minister 
has been too fortunate in the sense that it has 
produced a Federal Minister, and other 
constituencies which have not produced ·any 
Minister ought to be placated one way or the 
other ; and the simplest and most honest way 
is to see that these other constituencies are 
remembered by the Government in the dis.tri~ 
bution of amenities and patronage. · 

When people cry for the reshuffling of Minis
tries they do not always do so because they 
want to earn the fat salaries of the Ministers. 
That is not the reason ; rather it is because the 
Ministers have so conducted themselves that 
constituencies have been made to understand 
that they cannot hope to have, and will never 
obtain, any benefit from the Government 
unless its Parliamentary Member · is also a 
Minister. This is why vying for ministerial 
appointment rages on. 

The Ministries and the Public Corporations 
are filled sometimes with the nominees of the 
Ministers- their relatives, friends, and those 
who, one way or the other, satisfy them. This 
is a very bad state of affairs. With the permis
sion of the Chairman I must say that it is more 
than Parliamentary robbery; it is a breach of 
trust, it is downright public theft and robbery, 
and that is why the younger elements of the 
country are not very happy regarding the 
turn of events. Some school leavers and 
graduates are now roaming the streets looking 
for jobs, and they will never get jobs unless 
they carry about with them Ministers' re
commendations and testimonials. If the 
Ministers-
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The Chairman : Order. I do not like spent because our Prime Minister is not 
the way Members criticise Ministers' activities selfish and is not interested in capitalism. It is 
with all sorts of accusations. Members should my sincere hope that all the Ministers will 
realise that this Head is Cabinet Office, and follow the footsteps of our honest Prime 
not Cabinet, so will they confine their remarks Minister. 
to the expenditure of the Cabinet Office. 

In winding up, I should like to say that our 
Ministers, by showing good examples, by 
showing that they are incorruptible, efficient 
and competent, will induce our civil servants 
to copy them. In this way we shall be able to 
build up a body of incorruptible, efficient and 
competent civil servants without which the 
foundation of this country cannot long be 
sustained. If we do not show this example, 
civil servants will tend to copy the Ministers 
by being inefficient and by adopting the 
I don't care attitude. 

There is one very important redeeming 
feature in this respect-

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North): On a 
point of order, I do not sl.are the view that 
Ministers are corrupt. The Ministers are 
incorrupt and they have been doing their work 
efficiently. 

Mr Muojeke : I do not intend to be mis
understood. I never said that the Ministers 
are corrupt. I do not say that there is corrup
tion on the part of the Ministers. 

M. Muhammadu Sagir Umar (Katagun 
West): On a point of order, applicants who are 
given recommendations by the Ministers to 
get jobs are citizens of this country. I see no 
fault in any Minister who has done that. 

Mr Muojeke : As I was trying to say, the 
one redeeming feature is that the Prime Minis
ter and a handful of Ministers are decidedly 
above board. Whatever we say here we must 
not forget that our Prime Minister has truly 
lived far beyond our widest hopes and expecta
tions. He is our pride ; he is our salvation. 
May God Almighty continue to guide him. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari, Sarkin Bai 
(Dambatta): I rise to support the expenditure 
on this Head. I am sure all hon. Members 
including the. hon. Member for Degema 
(Mr Briggs) will agree with me that every penny 
from this Head of expenditure wiJJ be wisely 

Mr W. 0 . Briggs (Degema) : My hon. 
Friend the Member for Dambatta (Alhaji 
Mohammed 1'\IIuhtari, Sarkin Bai) has said that 
he hopes that the Ministers will be as incor
ruptible as the Prime Minister and will follow 
the example of the Prime Minister. Is he 
inferring that at present they are corrupt and 
they are nc.t following the example of the 
Prime Minister ? 

The Chairman : I always tell the hon. 
Member for Degema that we have passed 
Question time. 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari, Sarkin Bai : 
And not to waste my time. I am drawing 
the attention of the Council of Ministers to the 
fact that the successful implementation of our 
Six-Year Development Programme depends, to 
a great extent, on how much savings we get 
each year from both recurrent and capital 
expenditures. 

In contributing to the debate on this Head, I 
have two short but very important points to 
raise. First, I understand that there is an open 
invitation from the Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the U.S.S.R., Mr Nikita Khrush
chev, to our Prime Minister to visit the Soviet 
Union. If my information is correct, I think 
the time has come when the Prime Minister 
should accept this invitation. 

I am sure that a visit to Russia by the Prime 
Minister will go a long way towards fostering 
friendly relations between Nigeria and the 
Soviet Union. I am also sure that the prestige 
of Nigeria will be greatly enhanced. The 
Government and the people of the Soviet Union 
will give our Prime Minister a tremendous and 
very warm welcome. I am, therefore, appeal
ing to the Prime Minister to consider this point 
very carefully and, if possible, make a statement 
about it. 

The other point is equally important. I 
hope our Prime Minister will lead this country's 
delegation to the Eighteenth Session of the 
United Nations General Asgembly which meets 
in New York in September. This I am sure 
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will be very useful especially at this time when 
there are many controversial issues like disarma
ment and the nuclear test ban still outstanding. 
I am sure our Prime Minister will make a very 
useful contribution and his presence there will 
have considerable influence over the delibera
tions of the United Nations. I am appealing to 
the Prime Minister if he is going to the United 
Nations in New York this year to select from 
amongst this House those Members he thinks 
can help in promoting the good name of Nigeria 
at the United Nations. 

I beg to support. 

Mr D. M. Gbolagunte (Ibarapa) : I should 
like to start by congratulating the Prime Minister 
who is well-known throughout the world as a 
cool-headed, hard-working man. Nevertheless, 
I want a certain section of this Head to be 
reduced because in one section here I find that 
the Prime Minister is increasing the number of 
Ministers of State in the Cabinet Office. There 
were two Ministers of State under the Prime 
Minister last year, but this year provision has 
been made for three Ministers of State. I am 
surprised because the two Ministers of State 
who were there last year had not been working 
hard enough. If they had been working hard 
enough the Prime Minister could not have been 
so pressed with work. Every time we find that 
the Prime Minister is over-worked. 

One of the Ministers of State can take over 
part of the functions of the Prime Minister. As 
we have two Ministers of State who are expected 
to delegate duties to Parliamentary Secretaries 
working lazily, we feel that it should not be 
necessary to have three Ministers of State under 
the Prime Minister. I suppose the two Minis
ters of State who were working there last year 
did not prove their mettle with the Prime 
Minister, and perhaps he is increasing the 
number of Ministers because of that. I 
suppose the two Ministers are too old. If we 
have a young Minister like Amechi or Akinfosile 
or other young Minister, may be they will be 
working harder. Austerity must start with the 
Prime Minister's office. Instead of having 
three Ministers of State, I suggest that we cut 
the number to two. 

Moreover, somebody has challenged all the 
Ministers under the Prime Minister as finan
ciers and traders. I think that was proved. 
Four or five days ago, a Minister stood up on 

the Floor of this House, an old and respectable 
Minister for that matter, to say that he has 
interest in a new factory. It does not appear 
that he has declared his interest to the Prime 
Minister. If he can do that, I do not think 
that we all are safe in the country, otherwise, 
we are right to assume that all Ministers are 
traders. 

An hon. Member : This is irrelevant. It 
is quite irrelevant. 

The Chairman : Order, order ! 

Mr Gbolagunte : As I said, there is an 
allegation against one of the Ministers of State 
in the Prime Minister's office about the National 
Cash Register at Apapa. That firm is an 
American firm. I understand that the staff of 
that firm complained to one of the Ministers 
of State in the Prime Minister's office, that in 
their own department there is not a single 
African senior servant, there is no medical 
facility and no leave facility for them too. 
They laid these complaints before this Minister, 
but he would not do anything to help them 
because he is a personal friend of the General 
Manager of that department. I think that the 
Prime Minister should look into that. If a 
Minister of State can receive such a complaint 
and take no action, I think that such a Minister 
should not work with the Prime Minister who 
is so hard-working. 

Mr D. N. Chukwu (Awgu North) : Point 
of order, Sir. 

The Chairman : What point of Order ? 
It will save the time of this House if a Member 
raising a point ' of order will point to the Order 
under reference. 

Mr Chukwu : There are many Members 
who have raised points of order without 
quoting. It is in the Order book. Here it is. 

Mr Gbolagunte: The firm would not 
allow its staff to form any trade union. They 
were threatened that any member who tried 
to cause the staff to haYe a trade un'ion would 
be sent away. That complaint was made, it is 
alleged, to one of the Ministers of State in the 
Prime Ministers Office, and he would not 
act became the General Manager is his personal 
fri end. Such a Minister should be warned. 
At least, an enquiry should be set up on that. 
Somebody who discourages Africans should 
not be allowed in this country. 
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Finally, I hope the Prime Minister will some 
time disabuse our minds of a general belief in 
the country that the Federal Government is 
being run from the Region, especially from a 
very big Region. I hope the Prime Minister 
will disabuse our minds of this. 

The Chairman : That is irrelevant. 

Mr Gbolagunte : Now, I go back to praise 
the Prime Minister again for coming here at a 
time when other Ministers would not come. 
I remember we had two night sittings last week. 
The Prime Minister was here right from the 
beginning. Even during the night sittings, he 
was here till about mid-night. But there are 
some Ministers corning in and going out like 
shuttles and would not sit down here. In the 
rain, we found the Prime Minister here. 

An hon. Member: Point of order, Sir. 

Chairman : What point of order ? 

Several hon. Members : Read it, read it. 

Mr A. F. Odulana : (Ijebu South) : The 
statement raised by the hon. Member for 
Ibarapa (Mr Gbolagunte) is incorrect. All the 
Ministers were here last week with the Prime 
Minister. The hon. Member was not here. 

Mr Gbolagunte : The Minister of Mines 
and Power was going in and out like a shuttle 
last week. I hope the Prime Minister will be 
able to educate his Ministers to work harder 

. this year. 

Mr L. 0 . Tobun (Epe): I rose on a point of 
.nformation and you said no. · Point of order 
now, Sir. What I want to say is this that when 
the ·speaker was on his Chair, he would not see 
people here. By moving a step forward as the 
Chairman, he would not see people at all. 
And we want to speak. 

The Chairman : Quite a number of 
people, for one reason or another, do not catch 
the Speaker's eye so quickly-maybe because 
they give a lot of trouble in the House. But I 
assure the hon. Member that the Speaker is not 
blmd. · 

Dr Kalu Ezera (Bende East) : I am very 
grateful to be allowed to say a word on this 
Head, because it concerns the Prime Minister 
of the Federation of Nigeria. I want to share 
the view~ of my opponents1 th!lt c;:vc;ry single 

item passed under this Head ·is an item well 
passed and money well spent because it is 
under the wise Head of the Prime Minister. 

As I said last night, I want to say it again on 
the Floor of this House, that the unity of this 
country depends largely on the Prime Minister 
of this Federation because of his tact and 
patience, his humility and his cool-headedness 
in addition to other qualities. We think that 
on many occasions there had been danger 
signs that the unity of this country would go to 
the rocks, but under the wise guidance and 
statesmanship of the Prime Minister, this 
country has survived. It is precisely because 
of this major factor that I once again appeal to 
the Prime Minister that when we do say these 
things on the Floor of this House, we say them 
because we believe in them and because he is 
God-fearing. But if we become sycophants 
and praise him alone, it will not do this country 
any good. 

Take, for instance, the grave issue of the 
census. It has now been removed from the 
Ministry of Economic Development to the 
Prime Minister1s Office and that has brought 
us satisfaction. I have scanned through this 
Head but I do not see any sub-head for "Census" 
although I think we have been told that 
"Census" has been taken away from the 
Ministry of Economic Develcpment to the 
Prime Minister's Office. But I have to say 
with all sense of responsibility that the country 
has regained confidence because we do not 
want the census to be a political issue. Census 
in all countries truly is a technical matter, and 
it is on the basis of the accurate census of this 
country that our economic development and 
political advance can mature. We hope that 
under the Prime Minister nothing will be 
allowed to go in between the results of an 
accurate census for the whole country irres
pective of where the odds may be found. 

We appeal to the Prime Minister to make sure 
that the money to be dumped into the next 
census will not be money thrown down the 
drain, as the other one was thrown dov.'Il the 
drain due to certain mishandling of the whole 
affair. Census should carry the public's 
confidence, and I am sure that under the 
Prime Minister the whole country is going to 
have a correct census, 
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The other appeal is emanating from his are hopeful that the Federal Government will 
God-fearingness and his humility. The other make more money available to this body for 
day we raised our voice against what I consider disbursement to the various universities. 
to be an obJloxious Bill-the Lagos Health 
Bill is an obnoxious Bill ; it is a dictatorial 
Bill because there were no consultations. But 
the Prime Minister said : "No, hold on. 
J>arliament is supreme". I do not agree with 
.those who say that we are merely rubber 
:stamps. As far as the Prime Minister is 
·concerned Parliamentary democracy will sur
vive in this country under· his guidance. When 
a Bill like that comes we begin to wonder 
whether in fact it passed through the Cabinet; 
We say that if there is a tendency of log rolling
there is what people call log rolling in political 
science : do me I do you ; do for me I do for 
you ; you pass my Bill I pass your Bill ; you 
rub my shoulders I rub your back. If there, 
is a tendency like that, when they see that a 
Bill comes before the House a Minister will 
support it we urge the Prime Minister to put 
more Ministers without portfolio-tho.se who 
are independent minded-in order to sport 
out these Bills, before they come to the Floor 
of this House. We are saying that the Lagos 
Health Bill is an obnoxious Bill and should 
not be run down our throats. 

The Chairman: We are not discussing 
the Lagos Health Bill. 

Dr Ezera : The other point that I would 
like to make is in connection with the use of 
Parliamentary Secretaries. The other day I 
wanted to know why we have a fleet of Parlia
mentary Secretaries when the Ministers are 
sitting down right and left. The Ministers do 
not give Parliamentary Secretaries any jobs. 
In their offices they sit down at plain desks
no jobs assigned to them. Most of them are 
able men ; most of them are talented men who 
want to serve the nation, but they are not given 
opportunities. I feel that Parliamentary 
Secretaries should be utilised to the maximum, 
otherwise scrap the post. If the post of 
Parliamentary Secretary is no use to this 
country, let us scrap it. 

Before I sit down, I would like to congratu
late the Prime Minister on setting up the 
National Universities Commission. This is 
under the Head of the Cabinet Office. Hoo. 
Members will realise that the establishment of 
this Commission is very great a step iri ·the 
educational advan<,:ern.<.:nt of this c;quntry, We 

I would like to make an appeal to the Prime 
Minister, that the Universities of Lagos and 
Ibadan are not the only universiti.es that we 
have in Nigeria ; there are other universities too. 
We have the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, the 
Ahmadu Bello University and the University 
of Ife. They should all enjoy the slices of the 
cakes. They should enjoy the benefits accruing 
from the National Universities Commission. 
They should not be treated as Regional 
universities any more than the others are. The 
point that I am making also applies to the point 
that Lagos and Ibadan are not the only cities 
in Nigeria. All Nigerians are Nigerians. We 
are all citizens of this country. The univer
sities in the various Regions are all universities 
of Nigeria and they all make their contributions 
to the progress of this country. Therefore, 
in making any allowances or subsidies to them, 
the Federal Government should bear these in 
mind. 

One last point I would like to make is that 
I have very great respect for the composition 
of the National Universities Commission: 
I have had the privilege of sitting before them, 
and I congratulate the Prime Minister on the 
very wonderful appointment. But I would 
like to plead whether it is not possible at all to 
add some people who have university adminis
tration background to augment the number: 
Often times, the members of the. Board may 
want some advice .from amongst such people. 
If we have one or two men who come .from the 
universities, that might he a very great help. 
I say that at the moment, the Nation,al Univer
sities Commission is very well composed and is 
full of men of integrity. The only point 
I would like to add is whether it is not advisable 
to augment the number with people fro.m the 
universities. 

I beg to support. 

The Prime Minister : I would iike to thank 
all the hon. Members who have contributed to 
the debate on the Head-Cabinet · Office. 
I have been advised by the Member for Aba 
South (Mr Ememe) regarding what I must do 
by way of overhauling my Cabinet, 'which he 
called my team. The hon. Member had als9 
spoken about the census, a subject which wa·s 
also referred to by mr hon. Frie~d t~e Merribe~ 

(721) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

1413 [Appropriation (1963-64) 17 APRIL 1963 B ill: Committee] 1414 

(THE PRIME MINISTER) 

for Bende East (Dr Ezera). The fact that the 
Census does not appear under Head 22 does not 
mean that I am not responsible for the census. 
I have told the country that I have taken over 
responsibility for carrying out the census and 
the Regional Premiers have also taken over the 
responsibility from the Regional Ministries 
concerned. 

As far as the census is concerned, my 
intention is that we shall take the count 
towards the end of the year and, if possible, 
conduct the next Federal elections on the 
figures of the new census. Time is a little bit 
against us, but I do not think that it will be 
impossible to conclude the business of the 
census in the time available. My present plan 
is that we are soon appointing a Census Board 
to be composed of representatives of all the 
four Governments, and they will sit and advise 
us as to how to go about it. 

I am, however, pleased to hear the Member 
for Bende East (DT Ezem) say that we should 
take this matter completely out of politics. 
The Census Board which I am going to 
appoint is to be completely and purely com
posed of officials, and there is no question of 
politicians having any hand in it at all. 

To come back to my hon. Friend, the Mem
ber for Aba South (Nlr Ememe), he referred to 
us in the Council of Ministers as people doing 
part time jobs. I agree with him, indeed, 
because there is no Minister or Member of 
Parliament who regards his position as perma
nent. The very moment we begin to think of 
ourselves as permanent in our posts, then 
that is the end of democracy. Every five years 
we have to present ourselves to the electorate. 
Some of us might fall on the way, and some of 
us might pass through with some difficulties 
before coming back again to this House. So, 
none of us, I think, is permanent. If the hon. 
Member for Aba South feels that he is perma
nent, well, I wish him good luck. 

One serious point -which I have noticed in 
Parliament, especially during the present 
meeting, is that quite a number of Members 
make a lot of accusations against Ministers. 
I quite remember that you, Sir, at one time 
pointed out to Members that the debates of 
this House are not only read by the Members 
of the House but that they are also read all 
over the world. Members make false accusa
tions. They say Ministers are corrupt. They 

say all sorts of things. Well, I regard these 
accusations as really very serious. If Members 
have reasons to plead that somebody is cor
rupt- a Minister, or a Member of Parliament, 
or anybody like that-why do they not bring 
it to the notice of those who can put these 
things right instead of making allegations on 
the Floor of this House ? 

There are many people outside who take 
interest in what we are doing. The newspapers 
abroad write a lot of lies about us in this 
country, and I am very sorry to find that 
Members of Parliament go out of their way 
to confirm what those detractors of ours 
have been writing about us. If there are 
such cases Members must let us know. I do 
not think it is right for Members to use parlia
mentary privilege to say all sorts of horrible 
things about Ministers, about us. We have 
got our names to protect, and simply because 
we do not give back from this side does not 
mean that we cannot give back. We are just 
trying to see that there is some kind of res
ponsibility on the part of hon. Members. I 
must say that some of us are really getting fed 
up with these accusations which are indeed 
being made without any foundation whatsoever. 

My hon. Friend, the Member for Aba South, 
had asked that we should put a limit to the 
properties that Ministers should have. I 
think the first thing we ought to do is to put 
a limit to the Member for Aba South (Mr 
Ememe's) properties. 

Several bon. Members :Voice of Moscow. 

The Prime Minister : Whenever he speaks 
people say that his voice is the voice of Moscow. 
I do not know what voice it is. What I do 
know is that it is not the Voice of Nigeria ! 

There are some of the Ministers who have 
had their properties before they ever went 
into politics. Some hon. Members have get 
properties, and they are men of sub::;tance. 
Now, if they happen to be Ministers in a 
month or two does that mean that we have to 
take their properties away from them ? 

Mr Chairman, I can see the Member for 
Degema (Mr Briggs) nodding his head. I 
think he should be the last Member to nod 
his head when such a point is being made, 
because he has got a lot of properties. 
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Also, I do not know the source of informa
tion of my hon. Friend, the Member for 
Aba South, concerning my Economic Adviser. 
The Economic Adviser is an official of the 
International Bank. He was lent to us by 
the World Bank to help us prepare our develop
ment plans and some of our economic matters 
and also to give us advice. I am very sorry 
to hear that the Member for Aba South ( Mr 
Ememe), has said that the man should be sacked. 
How do we sack a man who is not our officer, 
a man who gives us very good advice ? I 
am sorry to say that he is leaving us very 
soon, because he is going back to his employers, 
the World Bank, who are very anxious to 
have him back. 

I hope that when he goes back we may be 
able to have a Nigerian as our Economic 
Adviser, because we have got some Nigerians 
who are really coming up, and who are good. 
(Hear, hea1·). But this gentleman from the 
World Bank, our present Economic Adviser, 
has done very good work. I am very sorry 
that my hon. Friend the Member for Aba 
South (Mr Ememe), has found faults in such 
a sincere and hard worker. I am sure he is 
not very serious about it; for it appears that 
he does not know what the man is doing. 

The same hon. Gentleman also said that 
the Economic Adviser has advised us to 
build a bridge of £5 million. The Economic 
Adviser did not advise us to build a bridge 
of £5 million. We had a proper survey made 
by consultants. I think the hon. Member 
for Aba South (M ·r Ememe) was referring to the 
Niger Bridge astride the Niger between 
Onitsha and Asaba. That bridge was surveyed 
by engineering consultants and Public Works 
Department's experts, and they advised us 
that such a venture would be feasible. In 
this Parliament, and for years and years, we 
have received the request from people in the 
West, the East, and the North that a bridge 
over the Niger at Onitsha would be most 
necessary, and we accepted it as a Government. 
Now, we are being criticised for putting up 
a bridge across the River Niger ! 

I think it was the Member for Awka Central 
(Mr Muojeke) who suggested what he does not 
like to see. He does not like to see he said, 
any amenities in Ministers' constituencies. 
Well, that is a sure way of not returning the 
Mini'Sters to the House and that agrees with 

the suggestion of the Member for Aba South 
(Mr Ememe). If there are no amenties in 
Ministers' constituencies, then there is no 
need to enact a law which will limit their 
term of office to ten years, which is two tours ; 
they will just come back for one tour and no 
more. I hope the Committee understands 
what I am trying to get at ? (Laughter) . 

Several hon. Members: Yes, we do. 

The Prime Minister : I think we Ministers 
are exactly like all hon. Members. We 
shall ultimately go back to our constituencies 
and stand for election, and it will he very 
wrong, of course, for any lVIinister to favour 
his constituency more than the other consti
tuencies. (Hear, hear) . As a Minister any 
one of us should regard all constituencies as 
his own. To say that a M inister's constituency 
should have no amenities, I think, means that 
whenever a constituency is about to send a 
man here to serve the nation, the members 
of the constituency will say, "Well, we will 
send a man, but this man we are sending 
should never become a Minister because if 
he does we shall enjoy no amenities" ! 

The Member for Ibarapa (Mr Gbolagunte) 
suggested that the Ministers of State in my 
office are too old and that they can no longer 
work very hard. Well, I do not know whether 
he was referring to me because I am older than 
anyone of them ! (Laz~ghter). However, I 
want to assure the hon. Member that these 
Ministers of State are full of life, they are full 
of energy and they are working very hard. 

Now, the same hon. Member referred to one 
thing which he called the National Cash 
Register. I do not know what that means, 
but he says one of the Ministers of State in the 
Cabinet Office visited that place and that the 
people complained of certain things, and that 
the Minister took no action. 

Chief A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : He is 
not well informed. 

The Prime Minister : Well, I do not 
know about that. However, I would like to 
tell the hon. Member that the National Cash 
Register is not one of my responsibilities at all. 

I have decided to come early into the 
discussion on this Head because I see in our 
programme that we have got too many very 
important and interesting Heads to consider 
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to-day. We have the Police, the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, the Ministry of 
Communications and the M inistry of Defence, 
and I have no doubt that hon. Members would 
like to devote much more time to considering 
these Ministries. I therefore thought it would 
be much better for me to come in rather 
earlier and reply to some of the points raised 
by Members. 

I see, of course, that the tendency of one or 
two Members is to try to raise all sorts of 
general matters under my Head of the Esti
mates. Well, that is what it should be, and I 
will be quite prepared to accept responsibility 
for all the Ministries and for all the actions 
of the Government. I must say, however, 
that we are doing our best and that I think 
that with the encouragement which we receive 
always from Members we shall continue to 
give of our best to the country. (Applause). 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Labour (Mr N. A. Ezonbodor): 
Under this item, I would like to say something 
about the Niger Delta Development Board 
which is under the Prime Minister. We all 
remember that it was the efforts of the people 
of the Niger Delta area which culminated in the 
setting up of the Niger Delta Development 
Board. 

The understanding was that when the 
British people were granting independence to 
this country, the people of the Niger Delta 
area were so backward and it was agreed that 
certain concessions should be given to the 
people in order that they might improve 
within 10 years and move abreast with the 
other tribes of this country. This case was 
put before the Minorities Commission of 
Inquiry and the Board was set up. 

Now, we are very happy that the Prime 
Minister took over the administration of this 
Board, but-

The Chairman : Order ! It is quite a fact 
that Members as well as Ministers have the 
right to speak on the Floor of this House, but 
we expect from the Ministerial Benches 
speeches relating to Government policies. 
Since all the Ministers and Parliamentary 
Secretaries have a good avenue of airing their 
views to the Government, I think it is proper 
that M r -Ezonbodor should air his views at the 
appropriate quarter. 

Mr Ezongodor : I was speaking as an 
individual. 

The Chairman : Is the hon. Member for 
Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) raising a point 
of order ? If so, what point of order ? 

Mr Ekanem : I am referring to Order 246 · 

The Chairman : There is no such order 
in this House. 

Mr W. 0 . Briggs (Degema) : Anyone 
going through this Head of the Estimates, as 
indeed everybody will go through most of the 
Head, will see that there is nothing like aus
terity in this country. I think our Govern
ment is getting too extravagant. For the Prime 
Minister's Office to have as many as three 
Ministers of State, two Parliamentary Secre
taries and all that I think is too expensive for 
this country. 

We ·are appealing to the Government 
once again to reduce our expenses to reflect 
a little more of the austerity we are trying to 
preach. After all, we have reduced our salaries 
by 10 per cent including your own salary, Mr 
Chairman. I think that should be reflected 
all along the line as far as the Government is 
concerned. That is all I have to say in this 
respect. 

I now come to a point which my hon. 
Friend (Mr Ezonbodor) was trying to make 
before you asked him to sit down, and that 
is the thorny problem of the Niger Delta 
Development Board which is under the 
Prime Minister. The Niger Delta Develop 
ment Board was given 10 years within which 
to develop the very backward Niger Delta 
people. The people have been neglected for 
years by successive Governments. We are 
regarded as a backwash of the country and 
the Niger Delta Development Board was 
set up on the recommendation of the Minorities 
Commission in order that these areas will be 
developed within ten years. 

Already three or four years have passed 
and nothing seems to have emerged from the 
plans that have been made for the Niger Delta 
Development Board. Nothing, except the 
importation of experts who are engaged in 
doing nothing at all. Nothing has been done 
and we have only seven years more, and this 
year is already going. At the end of the ten 
years we may find ourselves where we started ; 
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I notice that there is no provisiOn for a 
Chairman which means that the post of Chair
man is still part-time. This is, I must say an 
invidious policy. If we have not got a suitable 
Chairman we must find one who has all the· 
qualifications and whose time will be engaged 
in full to carry on the business of the Niger 
Delta Development Board. 

The next thing is the unsteady staff position 
in the Niger Delta Development Board. The 
Secretary has recently resigned. We want to 
know what is behind this ; almost everybody 
is resigning. What was wrong, why did the 
Secretary resign ? Is it due to the unsatis
factory conditions of work ? We are appealing 
to the Prime Minister to investigate this 
matter and see that improvements are made 
so that we may get a permanent Secretary and 
a permanent Chairman who will continue the 
work of the Niger Delta Development Board. 

There is one other thing which has been 
agitating the minds of people and that is the 
status of the Board itself. It is intended to 
be advisory. So many representations have 
been made to the Prime Minister with regard 
to that. 

The Prime Minister : On a point of 
information, I am not aware that the Secretary 
of the Niger Delta Development Board has 
resigned. We had one expatriate Secretary 
who took his lump sum compensation and left 
about a year ago. Now we have got another 
Secretary. As far as I know no Secretary 
resigned and I would like to know from the hon. 
Member which Secretary it is. 

Mr Briggs : Mr Chairman, there is one Mr 
Lolo. I have just remembered that he was an 
Assistant Secretary. I am sure the Prime 
Minister would agree with me that Mr Lolo 
has resigned. 

I now come to the status of the Board. As 
I said, there is a lot of agitation that the advi
sory status of the Niger Delta Development 
Board is not good enough, it is not letting 
things move as smoothly as they should move. 
If you go to the Niger Delta Development 
Board executives themselves to ask what they 
have done, why they have not done this or that 
they tell you to go to the Eastern Nigeria 
Government or the Federal Government or the 

Western Nigeria Government because they 
can only advise and it is only when orders have 
been given by the Governments concerned that 
they can do anything. There is a lot of 
dissatisfaction with regard to that. 

There was a recent meeting at Port Harcourt 
with the Chairman and all the Members of the 
Board unanimously agreed, and I think repre
sentations have gone to the Prime Minister, that 
the Board should change its status from that of 
an advisory to that of an executive one. It 
should be given executive powers so that if 
it formulates any programme it should be 
in a position to implement it. At present 
it can only advise and I think it is a very sad 
thing for a Board, an organisation which is out 
to improve the conditions of people to be 
merely advising and then for others to imple
ment. I am appealing, therefore, to the 
Prime Minister to reconsider the status of 
the Board and ease the anxieties of those 
who come from that part of the country and 
grant executive powers to the Niger Delta 
Development Board. 

I beg to support. 

Whereupon the Minister of State (Hon. M . 
Amechi) rose in his seat and claimed to move, That 
the Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to. 

Original Question put and agreed to. 

£3,161,900 for Head 22- Cabinet Office
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 23.- POLICE 

Question proposed, That £5,375,550 for Head 
23-Police-stand part of the Schedule. 

11.52 a.m. 

Chief A yo Rosiji (Egba East): In Nigeria to
day we are developing on all fronts. At the 
same time that we are developing on all fronts, 
we are clamouring that all the things that used 
to be done for us should be done by us. I am 
referring in particular to the Nigerianisation of 
the Police Force. The Government has done a 
jolly good work by Nigerianising the Police 
Force and at the moment we have acting as 
Inspector-General a Nigerian. I hope that 
before long a Nigerian will hold the substantive 
position of Inspector-General of the Nigeria 
Police Force. 

(725) 



1421 [Appropriation (1963-64) 

Federal Parliament Debates 

17 APRIL 1963 BiZ! : Committee] 1422 

[CHIEF RosiJI) 
There is Nigerianisation going on also in all 

the other ranks but I would like to say that our 
development is in all spheres. There are good 
developments as well as bad developments. 
There are criminals who are learning new 
methods. There are all sorts of things 
happening in the country to-day which did not 
happen before and to that extent the Police 
Force are faced with new responsibilities, 
responsibilities which will require all their 
energy, all their experience and all their 
intelligence. I hope that this is very well 
appreciated by those who are holding new 
positions in our Forces to-day. It is not 
enough for us to say that we want Nigerians in 
positions. We must also be prepared to do the 
work and to meet the challenge which faces us in 
these positions. 

The Police must be congratulated for the 
work which they have done in the past year. 
Nigeria has faced a type of situation which 
never arose before, and I think that it is 
important that we should show appreciation to 
the Police in the way that they handled all the 
incidents that have happened in the country in 
the past year. Their performance during the 
year is a hope to us that they will be able to 
meet whatever new responsibilities may arise 
which they may have to face. 

In this connection, it must also be mentioned 
that we need to enlarge our Police Force much 
more than it is to-day. If we look at other 
nations of the world we shall find that the 
proportion of the Police to the population in 
Nigeria is very much lower than in any other 
country. If this proportion is allowed to 
remain as it is, we shall be encouraging bad 
people to do bad things in the country, because 
they know the strength of our Force and they 
know that if they start causing trouble in 
many places at the same time in the country 
the Police Force may not be able to cope 
with the situation. The Government should 
be aware of this fact and should have enough 
Force to deal with any situation at any time 
however widespread the situation may be. 

While on this subject we should also think 
of providing for the members of the Police 
Force as many amenities as will make them 
proud of t~e .Force in ~hich they are-ameni
ties and trammg that wtll prepare them for the 
responsibiliti es which they are to shoulder. 

Happiness for members of our Police Force 
in their work is of extreme importance and the 
morale of the Force must be very high. 

I cannot end without saying something 
about some of the bad things which the 
Police are doing. Every year, Members speak 
in this House about corruption in the Police 
Force. I have no doubt that the matter is 
sometimes exaggerated. But there is no doubt 
whatever that there is corruption in the Police 
Force. If there is corruption in the Police 
Force, what hope do we have of stamping out 
corruption in other aspects of life in this 
country ? This question is asked every time. 
Can we safely hand over a case of corruption 
to the Police ? It is the same people that we 
are talking about. There are various forms of 
corruption. There are situations in which 
the policemen themselves deliberately break 
the law to their own personal advantage. I 
am told that there are "chicles running in 
Lagos, carrying passengers from place to place 
in Lagos, with no hackney carriage licence and 
these vehicles are all o~ned by the Police. 
One can see them ; I see them at Apapa 
Road everyday. They have no hackney 
carriage licence. They are called kabu kabu 
and they ply all over the place. I understand 
that they are owned by the Police and the 
matter should be-

Minister of State (Hon. M. A. 0 . 
Olarewaju): The allegation made by hon. 
Member on corruption is not correct. I 
want him to prove to the House that these 
kabu kabulorries belong to police officers. 

The Chairman : Actually the hon. Member 
is making a sweeping generalisation. 

Chief Rosiji : I would point out to the 
Minister that I did not speak of lorries, I 
spoke of cars which are being used as taxis 
and this is absolutely true ; everybody knows 
about it. They are in all the streets. When 
people are laughing at us we should not just 
try to pretend in this House ; everybody 
knows it. If the Minister does not know about 
it then he is not doing his job well. Everybody 
in the street knows these things. You go out 
and ask people in the streets, and they will tell 
you that it is true. The Minister should not 
just get up here and say that what I have said 
is untrue. I speak here as a Member of the 
House, it is up to the Minister to investigate 
the matter. 
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I think that on the balance, the Police have I am assuring him that they are not. They are 
done very well and their Estimates should be based on nepotism. The two most recent 
approved. I would like to add, however, that promotions in that section clearly support my 
as the Minister of Finance has told us and as contention because instead of promoting very 
we have seen from the Estimates, the strength efficient and educated ones two people were 
of the Force is not indicated in the Estimates promoted anyhow. If there is no promotion 
for Defence. The same thing should be done test facility, then favouritism which should not 
in the case of the Police ; do not give to the be allowed becomes rampant as it is now in that 
people who are malevolent information as to section. By what other means will the uP.fortun
the strength of our Police Force. They are ate, god-fatherless ones get promoted ? Pro
busy somewhere planning and cooking up motion may be in many ways. But I am 
something. If they want to find out, let them emphasising that the ambitious and the educa
work for it; but we must not give them the ted ones should be encouraged. It means that 
figures ourselves. provision must be made for tests. 

I beg to support. 

12.5 p.m. 

Mr F. U. Ihe (Okigwi North East) : The 
attention of this House has often been drawn 
to the welfare of our Police, but mainly to that 
section concerned with general duties . Little 
or no attention has been paid to that particular 
section of our Police, the technicians. Vehicle 
mechanics in the Force have been relegated 
to the background. The Minister responsible 
must now look into the affairs of all sections 
of our Police Force. If the people in the general 
duties are doing marvellously well in the dis
charge of their duties, the technicians are also 
doing their best. Once the scope fJr the 
technicians to get promotions is so narrow 
and promotion almost impossible provision 
must be made so that these technicians will be 
enabled to obtain promotions as their counter
parts in general duties. If the Police engaged 
in general duties undergo courses, why should 
these educated technicians not be allowed to 
do the same? 

I do not see the point in Government 
abolishing the Trade Centre in the Ministry 
of Labour for this section of our Police. It 
was through the test conducted there that they 
used to get their class one certificate. Now 
they simply have to mark time, and under 
such severe conditions their promotion and 
progress in life suffer. 

There is no point also in Government 
abolishing the City and Guild Certificate 
Examination for the technicians. There is 
indeed something wrong in the way promotions 
are given to this special section of our Police 
Force. The Minister should check to see 
whether indeed promotions are based on merit. 

There is another very important aspect of the 
condition of the technicians that should receive 
Government's consideration. This Govern
ment must seriously think of helping the 
technicians by offering them assistance where 
they can study motor engineering and manage
ment. I know of one Policeman whose appli
cation for study leave without pay was rejected. 
Why should he be turned back, only to be told 
to resign his appointment ? The same person 
again applied for mere nominal sponsorship at 
Yaba Trade Centre, yet his application was 
turned down. 

This Ministry should do something to help 
those efficient technicians who, especially by 
their own efforts, have taken correspondence 
courses on motor engineering and management 
and who have successfully passed all the 
examinations 

With these remarks, I support this Head. 

Alhaji Muhammadu Gauyamma (Hadejia 
North) : I rise to support the expenditure 
under this Head. Police are supposed to 
be the best friends of the public. To be 
explicit, the police must mix, mingle and go 
with the public. They should be good citizens 
in the community and should give people pro
tection-this is the duty of the Police Force. 
In order to reduce crimes which are now 
rampant, especially here in Lagos, the police 
must be very loyal. They should stop look
ing for "shoot-outs" because "shoot-outs" 
would discredit their good services. The 
phrase "shoot-outs" bears a different meaning 
and coincides with "thus is the way out", and 
more clearly defined as "solve the problem 
yourself". The phrase is "you do me I do 
you". 
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With regard to burglaries, the police must 
be alert to combat the burglars and control 
those who worry people and endanger their 
lives. I would like the police to be serious 
over this and to clear the air. They should 
do everything possible to avoid negligence. 
I commend the efforts being made by the 
police to maintain the security of the country. 
Above all, the police must not only detect 
crime, they should endeavour to prevent 
crimes as well. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr J. D. Odebunmi (Egba North) : I beg 
to move that Head 23 sub-head 1 be reduced 
by £100. While doing so, I have the follow
ing observations to make. The police have 
their good points as well as their bad points. 
First and foremost, I should like to say how 
greatly impressed always I am to see the hard 
work and the sense of loyalty and the indis
putably consciencious manner in which they 
work in the sun, in the rain and at any time 
they are on duty. They are always ready to 
answer to the call of duty. On these, I 
congratulate the police. 

They should not only be praised. I think 
they need to be encouraged as well because 
it is no use working with an empty stomach. 
I would like to suggest that in view of the fact 
that the police have practically no time of 
their own, (they are devoted to their duties 
at any time of the day or night), I would ask 
that they be given high rates of salary. This 
certainly will reduce the alleged prevailing 
bribery and corruption among them. A man 
who has worked for several years has his 
responsibilities increasing by leaps and bounds, 
and it is in order to be able to meet up with 
these responsibilities that they indulge in this 
alleged bribery and corruption. If they are 
given very resonable rates of salary, I feel that 
such a practice will be reduced. In the 
olden days the akodas- the native police
required very little or no pay because they 
were well compensated. Everywhere they 
were sent to, they were given sufficient 
renumeration, help and tips. At the moment, 
the salary of our police should not be fashioned 
after the old akodas' salary rates. The police 
need an appreciable sum of money to keep 
both their body and soul strong and happy. 

There is another aspect of their life that 
needs to be improved. We should improve 
their living quarters. Most of them are 
miserable in their homes. 

Some bon. Members : No. M ay be at 
Abeokuta. 

Mr Odebunmi : They are all under the 
Federal control. I remember going to one 
constable's house. That constable, with his 
two wives, had only one room, and he had 
worked for 12 years. According to our 
sociological set-up, you cannot blame him 
for having two wives. Even the Prime 
Minister of the Federation of Nigeria cannot 
blame him for having two wives. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema): On a point of 
order, why has the hon. Member for Egba 
North (Mr Odebunmi) got to mention the Prime 
Minister? 

Mr Odebunmi : The old regime is gone, 
and I think the Police certainly deserve more 
comfortable and very spacious accommodation. 
The Minister in charge of Police Affairs should 
please look into this and ask for a special vote 
in order to improve the living quarters of the 
Police all over the Federation. 

We should get more women police on the 
roads. They are referred to as being incor
ruptible, honest and hard working. What 
makes them hard working ? It is because 
they do not indulge in bribery and corruption. 
More of them, if posted on the roads, certainly 
will do very excellent piece of work. 

I would like to speak briefly on the minimum 
qualification for employment. Some hon. 
Members have argued on the Floor of this 
House that it is too much to require Govern 
ment Class Four as the minimum qualification. 
I think that Standard Six will be sufficient 
minimum qualification for employment. 

In conclusion, I should like to implore the 
Minister in charge of Police Affairs to please 
follow the advice given by an hon. M ember 
on the Floor of this House a few days ago, that 
occasionally, in the interest of his work and 
of the nation, he should disguise himself, go 
in a lorry and travel from Lagos to Ibadan to 
see the corruption that is now raging at a 
terrific rate on our roads. 

With these few remarks, I beg to move. 
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Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : In order to raise the morale of the Police 
May I join those who have spoken previously Force, I would like to request the Government 
in supporting the expenditure on this Head. to look into one aspect of the Force which 
The prevalence of law and order in this makes the policemen unhappy-that is their 
country during the last twelve months is promotion prospects. While it is quite well 
indicative of the good work done by our Police laid down that a recruit may be promoted to a 
Force. However, we expect improvements third-class constable after a certain lapse of 
from all sections of our Force, and at the same time and that a third-class constable could be 
time we would like the Government to look promoted to the post of second-class on a 
into the conditions of service of the entire second occasion, no hard and fast rule by 
members of the Force with a view to improving which promotions to the ranks of lance corporal, 
further their conditions of service. corporal, sergeant, and so on, is laid down. 

On the question of corruption. I sometimes 
think it rather unfortunate that we have to draw 
the attention of the Government to the fact 
that some members of the Police Force are 
corrupt. I say this because it takes two 
people to be corrupt. Somebody offers a bribe 
and another person takes it. Similarly, to 
remedy the situation it also takes two people. 
May I in all sincerity say that those of us who 
complained on the Floor of this honourable 
House of corruption in the Police Force have, 
in fact, a duty to educate in our limited way 
those who encourage corruption and to report 
such incidents to the appropriate quarters 
without fear or prejudice. It is regrettable 
that when people know of such incidents
people who are responsible too-they still 
fail either to report or in their own capacities, 
on their own initiative, to do something about 
it to discourage such corruption. 

May I finally appeal further to the Minister 
responsible for Police Affairs to do his very 
best, while improving the conditions of service 
of our Force, to appeal to them at the same 
time to be politer and more responsible in 
doing their duties in the country. 

I beg to support. 

Mr G. 0. D. Eneh (Abaja and Ngwo) : I 
would like to seize this opportunity to congratu
late the Police Force on the efficient way in 
which they have been carrying out their duties 
to the nation. In doing that I have to ask the 
Prime Minister to arrange and make it pos;:;ible 
for every 'area to have the blessing of ,getting 
Mobile Police Force which can be called upon 
at emergency periods in order to safeguard 
the lives and properties of the people. The 
Police Force is subjected to very grave dangers 
by night and by day, and for that reason this 
House should give it the greatest encourage
ment it deserves. 

The promotions right from the rank of a private 
to a lance corporal are normally through the 
whims and caprices of those that are placed in 
authority. This is a condition which is 
militating against the morale of the members of 
Lhe Police Force. 

It goes without saying that if one happens to 
be in good terms or very friendly with somebody 
at the head somewhere, whether one's work is 
good or not, one can expect to be promoted at 
any time. That is unfair. If a lance corporal 
or a corporal is sent to the refresher course, his 
efforts in that establishment do not normally 
dictate the possibility of his promotion. The 
same thing is applicable to the sergeailts who 
are normally sent to the Police College at Ikeja. 
After the completion of the course, some of 
them that are fortunate to secure the first 
position may not normally be promoted. The 
same process applies to the Inspectors, some 
of whom are sent over to the United Kingdom 
for training, when they return here, their 
promotion is not determined by the efforts 
which they made in the United Kingdom. In 
certain cases, it follows that in order to boost 
the morale of some youngmen, they are sent 
to the training schools even though their heads 
of department know quite well that they are 
not going to be promoted. I think that is 
quite unfair. If a youngman is considered to 
be suitable for promotion to the rank of a 
sergeant or sub-inspector, the very fact that 
that man is a sergeant or a sub-inspector is an 
evidence of the fact that his conduct has been 
good, and I do feel that their performance 
either in the United Kingdom or in the Police 
College at Ikeja should actually determine their 
promotion prospect. 

I think the Prime Minister can help in this 
matter by raising the morale of these people ; 
assuring them · that if somebody passes an 
examination that person should be promoted. 
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It is a very sad aspect of our system that some
body spends all his life studying for a position, 
maybe he was first in the class, he comes out 
and sees that it is the people who were lOth or 
12th in that class that were promoted. This 
may be due to the fact that in some cases the 
Government wants to promote people from 
certain Regions or from certain areas. If that 
is so, there is no reason why those other people 
should be sent to the course as if to say that they 
are going to be promoted. I do not agree that 
it makes for efficiency in the Police Force for 
youngmen to feel that unless they are related 
in one way or the other to those in very high 
places or to officers of the Force, their position 
in the Police Force is marred. When that 
gets currency, we eventually demoralise people 
to the extent that many will find the way out 
rather than the way in. This is the reason why 
I want to table my Amendment, because I 
consider that whoever is in charge of promo
tions in the Police is not handling it quite well, 
and I consider that the Inspector-General of 
Police is responsible. 

I had wanted earlier to address these remarks 
to the Prime Minister under Head 22-
Cabinet Office. But since another Minister 
is in charge of Police Affairs, I realised that 
I should not address the Prime Minister but 
the Minister for Police Affairs. I consider that 
whoever manipulates the promotion prospects 
in the Police Force is not doing justice to the 
whole members of the Force. 

It may be interesting also to note that such 
young men are moving away from the police 
in despondency. When they find that they 
have no prospects, they retire or resign. That 
would not make for efficiency. I do not like 
a young man who has done nine years in the 
Police Force to resign from the post and enter 
into another business. If a man gets into 
the Police Force, he should make it a career 
and then retire at the age of 45 or 55 as the 
case may be. 

With these remarks, I beg to move that 
Head 23 sub-head 1 be reduced by £10. 

Mr S. A. Babatunde (Ilorin Central) : 
Thank you very much, Mr Chairman, for 
giving me this opportunity to speak on Head 
23-Police. 

The first contribution that I would make 
concerns the salaries of members of the Police 
Force. I see that one thing is missing from 
the items on this Head, and that is the revision 
of the salaries of police constable. Another 
thing is that since we have been elected as hon. 
Members of this House, we have been ham
mering on bribery and corruption in the 
Police force as if the Police are the only 
corrupt people. We should not lay the 
accusation at the doors of Police Constables 
only. I want to suggest to the Prime Minister 
to kindly explore the possibilities of creating 
one extra Ministry that will be called Anti
Bribery Ministry. It is not easy to catch 
either the giver or the receiver of bribe. But 
this Ministry will give immunity to people 
who, having detected corruption, make a 
report at a police station so that the police 
might take action. If one sees any act of 
bribery or corruption and one goes to the 
police station to report, the police menace one 
to the extent that one will never again go to the 
police station to report another incident of 
bribery and corruption. The police would 
ask the person to come to the station and make 
a statement. Sometimes they would ask the 
person to come another time, without getting 
any statement from him. But if we have a 
separate Ministry for Anti-Bribery and Cor
ruption, we will be able to stamp out corrup
tion in this country. 

I noticed that when the Governor-General 
came into this House to deliver his Speech 
from the Throne, one of the Aides-de-Camp 
who accompanied him was one Mr Adewusi 
""ho used to be in Ilorin. When he was in 
Ilorin all the people there knew him as a very 
strict man who never condoned bribery and 
corrupti0n. What do we see now ? He has 
been promoted Aide-de-Camp. It will be 
seen from the example I have given above 
that people who do their work well ·will be 
promoted. That is my only plea, and I do 
not want to go into details. 

Many of us see many boys and girls who 
flocking into offices to look for employment 
and over 90 per cent of them cannot get the 
job without resorting to foul means. 

There is no time that a giver of bribery and a 
receiver of bribe can be caught. Some of them 
are so clever that they have some middlemen to 
do the business for them. 
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I am asking the House to think of having 
Anti-Bribery and Corruption Minister during 
the next sitting of the House. If even I am not 
appointed a Minister, I can do any job allocated 
to me under this Ministry. 

The Chairman: Certainly, Mr Babatunde 
and his achievements do not come under this 
Head. Mr Babatunde should discuss the 
Police. 

Mr Babatunde : I am only drawing a refe
rence. All that I am trying to do is to prove 
that example is better than precept. We can
not stop corruption unless we immune some 
people to detect it and report to the police. 

Even in the execution of police duties there 
are many anomalies. If one travels to the 
Regions, say, to Ibadan or to Ilorin one sees 
drivers of passenger lorries carrying more than 
the authorised number of passengers. They 
carry as many as 28 or 30 passengers where only 
21 is allowed. The fact that a legislator is in 
the lorry does not even influence them to 
observe the 21-passenger limit. If one place 
can be found where people who detect such 
offenders can make their reports and the 
authorities take action, instead of a police 
officer arresting his fellow police officer or a 
C.I.D. arresting his fellow C.I.D., corruption 
will be stamped out in this country. 

I do not want people to think that perhaps 
some people would use this means to accuse 
their enemies falsely. The court is there : 
every cause must have an evidence and the 
evidence must have a proof. I do not v,;ant 
people to be afraid of this. I am humbly 
making an appeal to the Prime Minister to 
consider setting up an Anti-Bribery and 
Corruption Ministry in this Session or next 
Session of the House. 

Mr L. 0. Tobun (Epe): I rise to support 
this Head of the Estimates. Many Members 
have asked that the minimum qualification for 
entry into the Police Force should be Class II. 
T support this idea. We speak about unemploy
ment. But how can we solve it if we put a 
barrier and stipulate that unless a person 
passes Class Six or is a university graduate, he 
cannot be a policeman ? I would say that the 
minimum qualification for entry into the Police 

Force should be Class II. If we have some
body with higher qualification, such as Class 
Four or Class Six, then he should-be appointed 
to the rank of First Class Constable or Inspector 
or Sergeant. But from the Inspector grade 
upwards, the qualification should be higher. 
But in doing this, the Police Force should try to 
adopt a certain system by which those boys who 
entered with Class II c~uld get promotion. It 
may not be through their faults that they 
stopped in that standard. It may be that their 
parents are poor. There should be a system 
within the Police Force where these unfortunate 
boys are employed and there should be a 
training school for them within the Force. 

I know that the members of the Police Force 
have a very rigorous duty to perform, but I 
maintain that there should be a night school 
within the Force to help the poor constables to 
improve their standard of education and to 
give them the opportunity of aspiring to the 
Inspectorate Grade. 

If we want to reduce unemployment, the 
minimum qualification for entry into the Police 
Force should be Class II Middle but in order 
to increase the efficiency of the police constables 
with Class II Middle, opportunities must be 
created within the Force to enable the rank 
and file who left school in Class II, because 
their parents are poor, to improve themselves 
and thus enhance their status in the Force. 
One of the ways of achieving this is by the 
creation of night schools. 

Chief A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : On 
a point of order, the Action Group members 
on my left are disturbing the hon. Member for 
Epe (Mr Tobun). 

The Chairman : Order. Certainly, the 
Standing Order does say that while debate is 
going on hon. Members should listen in 
silence. 

Mr Tobun : They are trying to disturb me, 
but I cannot be disturbed. 

The Chairman : Order. Again, the Stand
ing Order says that hon. Members should 
address the Chair. 

Mr Tobun: An hon. Member said sometime 
ago that the strength of the Police Force is not 
adequate and felt that something should be 
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done about it by the Government. I entirely 
agree that the numerical strength of the Police 
Force should be increased. I am also suggest
ing that the strength of our Army should be 
increased. In Ghana (a country with a 
population of about eight million) the strength 
of the police and the army is more than that of 
Nigeria with a population of about 45 million. 
If small Ghana can afford to do such a thing, 
I see no reason why we should not put our 
shoulders to the wheel and do something about 
it. I am happy that the Prime Minister is here 
and is taking note of what I am saying. 

Another point is that in the past whenever 
this Head of the Estimates was discussed, the 
head of the Police Force used to be present in 
the official box. 

An hon. Member: But he is not here now. 

Mr Tobun : Yes, that is what I am saying, 
he is not here now. I have mentioned that I 
am happy because the Prime Minister is here, 
but I think the head of the Force should also 
be here to listen. After all , the Prime Minister 
is too busy-

The Chairman : Order, order. Certainly, 
this is a matter of executive convenience. The 
Minister in charge of the Police is here to 
answer to any question raised in that regard. 
(Interruptions from the Opposition Bench). We 
cannot have Members on the Opposition 
Bench turning the Floor of this House into a 
place for private controversies. 

Mr Tobun : I would like to mention that 
even though the Minister in charge of the 
Police is here, the point I am making is that 
in the past-

The Chairman : Order. If the hon. 
Member has exhausted his list of effective 
contributions, he might be invited to resume 
his seat. (Cries of shame, shame). 

Mr Tobun : I was trying to explain that all 
what we have said about the Police directly 
concerns the Inspector-General, and if he 
were here, he would know how to tackle the 
matter. He might decide to send a circular 
letter round. But the Prime Minister is 
engaged and the Minister in charge of the 
Police only goes on tour every time, taking 
photographs ; he does not work with the Police. 

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aba Urban): In 
supporting this Head, I have some remarks to 
make. Many hon. Members have spoken 
about the evil of corruption in the Police Force. 
All I would like to add is to appeal to the 
Minister concerned to take effective steps to 
minimise corruption in the Police Force. 

We all agree that the conditions of service 
in the Police Force should be improved because 
the policemen are doing a very good job in the 
country. Quite recently, the whole country 
should have been thrown into a very dangerous 
po8ition, but for the effective method applied 
by the Police to cope with the situation. Were 
it not so, none of us would have been here 
to-day. 

There is, however, something wrong in the 
Force and it is our duty to point out that defect. 
The standard of corruption in the Police Force 
is such that unless drastic steps are taken, 
members of the Force will continue to en
danger the movement and security of the 
public. Whenever the question of corruption 
is raised in this House, the usual reply that 
we get is that if anybody sees a police constable 
or a police officer demanding or taking bribes, 
such a person should immediately report the 
matter to the appropriate authorities. This 
answer naturally tends to encourage the mem
bers of the Police Force to take bribes because 
if the matter is reported to the Police, the 
Police will turn round and charge the person 
with giving false information, and eventually 
the person might go to jail. I am therefore 
appealing to the Minister in charge of Police 
to take necessary steps to combat this evil and 
to desist from giving us in this House the type 
of reply that I have just mentioned. 

A police man will always feel reluctant to 
take up a case against a fellow police officl"r. 
What they usually do is to charge the man who 
brought the complaint. That is why members 
of the public are afraid to report the issue of 
corruption where a policeman is involved. 
What I would suggest is that the Government 
should make all necessary arrangements to 
train the C.I.D. men in a different training 
school. The present method of training C. I. D . 
men with police constables should be discon
tinued because the C.I.D. men are responsible 
for checking both the members of the public 
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and members of the police force when they country. If we want the unity of this country 
misbehave. Policemen should not know to be maintained we must avoid saying things 
C.l.D. men. of this nature. Hon. Members have even 

I would also suggest that the C. I. D. should be 
properly paid. If they are properly paid they 
will be able to do their job conscientiously. 
The Government should make all necessary 
arrangement to see that this suggestion is 
carried out. May I also say that if policemen 
are well paid they will be encouraged to do 
their work well, and if C.I.D. men are well paid 
I am sure they will be able to pursue the corrupt 
policemen and the corrupt members of the 
public vigorously. 

Another point I would like to mention is the 
issue of constant transfer of Senior Police 
Officers. The country is wasting a lot of 
revenue on this. In a year many of them are 
transferred to two or three different stations. 

. This is a sheer waste of the country's revenue 
because as long as we keep on transferring these 
Senior Police Officers they will be getting more 
money. These Officers will keep on getting 
disturbance allowance, transport allowance and 
children's separate domicile allowance. These 
were arrangements made by European Officers 
when they were dominating the Police Force in 
this country. When these European Officers 
were here they were going on leave every 
twelve to eighteen months. These Nigerian 
Police Officers are working in their country. 
They are used to this climate, there is no need 
transferring them every twelve to eighteen 
months. Senior Police Officers should remain 
in a station for at least two years. This will 
enable them to master their work very well in 
the town they are posted. I repeat, it is not 
proper to transfer Senior Police Officers every 
twelve to eighteen months. This is a waste of 
Government revenue. If we look into the 
Estimates we will find hundreds of pounds 
voted for transport allowance, disturbance 
allowance and children's separate domicile 
allowance. This is how our money is wasted. 
If arrangement is made to check it we will save 
more money for our development projects. 
Also, this constant transfer makes these Police 
Officers new men in a station every one year. 

Another issue I would like to raise is the 
recruitment policy of the Police Force. Nowa
days we do not talk of Regions, emphasis is 
being laid now on the North and the South 
which is very dangerous for the unity of this 

cultivated the habit of referring to the North 
and the South. This same habit has also bf'en 
introduced into the recruitment of our Police 
Force. When recruiting people into the 
Police Force the policy is now North SO per 
cent and South SO per cent. If we really want 
to maintain the unity of this country we must 
avoid this sort of policy being introduced into 
our Police Force. 

An bon. Member: On a point of Order, 
there is power failure. 

Mr Okoronkwo : I maintain that if we 
want unity-

The Chairman : Order. w:ll the hon. 
Member for Aba Urban (Mr Okoronkwo) 
please realise the implications of power failure 
and put in more power into his speech so that 
the Official Reporter can hear him. 

Mr Okoronkwo : I was saying that if we 
want the unity of this country the recruitment 
policy of SO per cent for the North and SO per 
cent for the South must stop. The three 
Regions of the Federation must be given equal 
share. Once a Region always a Region, and if 
any Region feels it is too big it should be 
allowed to split up and not hold the other 
Regions to ransom. The Prime l\Iinister and 
the members of the Police Council should 
reconsider the decision of allocating SO per cent 
of men recruited into the Police Force to the 
North and SO per cent to the South. This is 
practised both in the Police Force and in the 
Army. 

I would also like to say that Police Officers 
in Lagos are doing commendable job. I 
think their case should be quite different from 
those in the provinces. I say this because we 
all know that they work very hard and are not 
privileged as their counterparts in the Regions. 
Police Officers serving in the Regions do not 
like corning to Lagos to work because they will 
not have the opportunity of receiving bribes. 
The Police Officers in Lagos are better super
vised and they work for nearly twelve hours 
every day but those in the provinces when 
they go to the villages and small towns they 
are given goats, money, and in some cases they 
are even fed. These things should stop. I 
am appealing to the members of the Police 
Council to consider giving special allowances 
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to Policemen serving in the Federal Territory. 
Even Police Officers in Lagos continue to 
apply for transfer to the provinces. Police 
Officers do not like being transferred to Lagos. 

An hon. Member : On a point of informa
tion, Mr Chairman, the clock is not working. 

The Chairman : Order. The Chair is 
indebted to the hon. Member for his vigilance. 
It is now one o'clock and sitting is suspended 
until3 p.m. 

Sitting suspended : 1 p.m. 

Sitting resumed : 3 p.m. 

House in Committee. 

The Chairman : Mallam Ibrahim Gusau . 

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo : Mr Chairman, I 
was the one speaking when the sitting was sus
pended at 1 o'clock. 

The Chairman : In that case you can 
continue. 

Mr Okoronkwo: In the proposal to in
crease the strength of our Police Force, I hope 
that the Prime Minister and the Police Council 
would see that every effort is made to ensure 
that a reasonable increase is also made in the 
recruitment of women into the Police Force. 
The policewomen are doing exactly what is 
expected of their counterparts, the policemen. 
These policewomen are working very hard ; 
they are harmless to the public ; they do not 
take bribe and they are very polite to the 
members of the public. They do not change 
at night to join the gang of burglars as some 
of the policemen do. In this respect they 
should be encouraged. 

Now turning to promotion in the Police 
Force, it is generally known that if a junior 
policeman has no relation in the Police Force, 
who is a senior officer, the junior policeman 
cannot get promotion, no matter his qualifica
tion and merit. I suggest that a system should 
be established in the Police Force whereby the 
junior policemen can be given opportunity 
to sit for promotion tests to qualify them for 
automatic promotions when and only when 
they pass the test. 

It should be noted that, at the" present, 
unless a junior police constable gives a bribe 
he cannot be promoted to his ne>..1: higher 

grade or to any grade. The same thing applies 
to those who wish to be selected for a training 
course either in the Regional Headquarters or 
in the Federal Territory, as well as to those 
who wish to get a sectional transfer to a 
different branch, either in the Investigation 
Branch or in the Traffic Section or Motor 
Licensing Authority. 

I am suggesting that the length of period 
that every police constable is expected to work, 
in any branch of the Police Force, should be 
limited, so that after the expiration of the time 
he is expected to remain in that section, he 
should be transfered to another branch. 

As long as the police constables continue to 
bribe the poli~;e officers on top in order to get 
promotion, there will be endless reports in 
this country about bribery and corruption. 
Unless this evil practice is first wiped out-. in 
the Police Force, we must not talk about it 
among the ordinary people. 

Turning to my constituency, Aba, I want 
the number of policemen to be increased 
in the Province in order to cope with the 
growing wave of crime. 

I am also suggesting that the accommodation 
system of the Police Force at Aba should be 
changed. Many police constables live out
side the barracks. I think this is not in order 
because, by their living outside barracks, the 
policemen may be tempted to change in the 
night and mingle with the burglars. But when 
they live in the barracks their movements 
will be watched. We all talk of Calabar as 
being notoriously a place of smugglers, but I 
must assure this honourable House that Aba 
is a gate way to Calabar. I am therefore 
appealing to the Prime Minister and the 
Minister in charge of the Police to see that 
proper accommodation is provided for the 
Police at Aba. 

Finally, I think that all of us to-day 
are happy about the solidarity and unity of 
our country. Earlier I made a statement 
in this House that recruitment in the Police 
Force and the Army should be looked into. 
There is no need for us to build one Region 
to be very powerful and others to be very 
weak. That does not make for lasting unity. 

.I beg to support. 
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Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East): I Northerners who were first on the scene to 
rise to support the Head of the Estimates which show the people how to die with honour, not in 
is now under discussion and to say that the a civilian hospital with somebody's wife giving 
additional money about to be voted for the him ovaltine but to die on the battle field with 
Police is most timely and welcome. In honour. Then the people saw how the thing 
reality the Police are in urgent need of some was done and they came and joined. Now 
technical equipment, or whatever they are they are saying we are getting too much. 
called, which will help them to detect and deal S b d lki b h N h b · 
with crimes. o~e . o y was ta_ ng ~ out t e . ort emg 

The hon. Member who spoke last was my 
good friend. One of the cardinal principles 
of this Government is unity for this country 
of ours. I know that. But for hon. Members 
to come to this House to speak about the North 
being too big ; the percentage, the ratio of the 
Forces being out of proportion-

Mr Okoronkwo : May I know whether 
the hon. Member for Gwarzo East now regards 
me as his enemy ? 

Alhaji Dandago : The Member for Aba 
Urban (Mr Okoronkwo) is not my enemy and 
I am not his. But I know that he used to be a 
better man! 

If one could go back to history one would 
find that the history of the tv,ro Forces in exis
tence in this Federation of Nigeria-the 
Police Force and the Military Force-started in 
the year of our Lord, 1861. Between 1861 
and 1863, during the lifetime of the much 
respected Oba of Lagos, Oba Docemo, the 
Police Force from which the Military Force was 
born was created by the Rausa people. It was 
called the House constabulary. 

The Minister of Finance : It was not so. 

Alhaji Dandago : It was so. It is true that 
when people speak of Hausas we know that 
they mean Northerners. The hardy Kanuris 
were there ; the hardy Fulanis, the gallant 
people from Kabba, Benue, Plateau and other 
places were there constituting the whole. But 
nobody from the other side came out. Now 
the people are speaking English grammar. 
They can now murmur about percentage-the 
North is getting so and so. Indeed, the North 
has nothing to hide, nothing to fear, in the 
history of the Forces in this country. 

An hon. Member : Are you now defending 
the North alone ? 

Alhaji Dandago : I am defending unity. 
All that I was saying is that it was the 

too b1g m connect10n w1th the Pohce Foree ; 
that it should be divided into two. It is 
illogical. The North can be divided into two, 
three or four parts, but technically and by 
implications it remains the same. If one 
shilling is divided into two six-pences and the 
two are added up again they will make one 
shilling. So, that will not belittle the North. 
The Regions can be called anything but 
technically and by implications the North 
will essentially be the same. 

I am most sorry to talk about this because 
I do not like it. We are essentially one people 
whether we like it or not. So, this talk about 
percentage and ratio for such and such c;hould 
stop. I even doubt whether this 50 per cent 
truly goes to the North. I am not sure of that. 
But even if it does we deserve it. I am saying 
with all forces at my command that we deserve 
it. 

I beg to support. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau (Sokoto West Central): 
I would only like to pay tribute to our Forces 
for the way and manner they handled problems 
during the testing events which arose in the 
last twelve months. I also intend to make two 
other short remarks. 

One of the remarks is about our security on 
the Northern border. I think events during 
the last twelve months are by themselves 
lessons to us. For that reason I feel that the 
Government must tighten its security on the 
northern border of this country. One can see 
easily how-not to speak of smuggling now
the security of this country can be easily 
threatened. Nigeria is a very vast country. 
There is no doubt about that. But it seems 
that security measures are only cared for on the 
sea coasts. This should not be the case. 

The Government should be very careful 
about all our borders. It is usually known 
that one's enemy does not often come directly 
to where one expects him. He comes through 
where one does not expect him. And I am 
quite sure that enemies can easily come to 
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[1\1. IBRAHIM GusAu] 
Nigeria through the Northern border. It is 
not even through the Northern border only. 
The Eastern and the Western borders are 
equally accessible. So, I would appeal to the 
Government to look into this matter without 
delay. 

My second point is this. I remember that 
last year the Prime Minister made a statement 
on the Floor of this House in respect of a 
Superintendent-General of Local Government 
Police in Western Nigeria. I am sure that 
the person spoken about on the Floor of this 
House was dismissed. But another man has 
been employed in his place. Here, I just want 
to say that I have every high regard for the 
present Government in the Western Region. 
But the point I want to make is that it is not 
only the economy of that Region that the 
present Government in the West is bound to 
reconstruct but also the immorality which the 
former Government there made a mess of. 

I am very much concerned about the appoint
ment of another person without any explanation 
as to whether the duties of the former Superin
tendent-General of Police in charge of Local 
Government Police is transferred by the 
West Regional Government to the new man. 
The reason we criticized the appointment of 
the former Superintendent-General of Local 
Government Police in the Vvestern Region was 
merely to avoid having a Regional Police Force 
established in the Western Region. T hat is 
the only reason why it was brought to the Floor 
of this House and it was criticised. Yet, that 
man has been dismissed and another one has 
been appointed. On the same duty or what ? 
That is the question. 

I feel that this House is entitled to know 
whether the present holder of this post, in 
charge of Local Government Police in the 
Western Region, is really having the same duty 
as the one who had been dismissed. Even if 
it is in a Regional Government, it is in our 
Constitution that there would be no Regional 
Police Force in this country. That is my only 
reason, and I would have had no grudge 
whatsoever if he were not appointed on the 
same status and duties as the former one. 
That is the only thing I am quarrelling about. 
Otherwise, I have no quarrel whatsoever. If 
the provision is merely for other specific 
duti es, it is all well ; but I am sure that it is the 

duty of the Nigerian Police Force to train and 
supervise in certain cases Local and Native 
Authority Police. I know what happens in 
other Region even if the-(Interruption). 

I make this point in order that we may not 
have any betrayal of our Constitution. That 
is all. 

Mr 0. J. Eminue (Eket East): I want to 
express my deep appreciation for the excellent 
work done by the Police in the Federal territory 
of Lagos here. The able way they handled 
the crisis, and their general approach to the 
public are all commendable particularly the 
work done by the women's section of the Police 
in Lagos. 

I wish that at the end of the training course 
in Ikeja, all our Police constables would 
always be stationed in Lagos to work for about 
three months to copy the example of events 
in Lagos before they are posted out to the 
provinces. I think it might be due to this 
fact of efficiency that we are apt to think that 
the Police in Lagos should be treated separately, 
but in the circumstances, we cannot do so. 
When we compare the :;~ctivities of the Police 
in the provinces with those of their counter
parts in Lagos, we see just the opposite. The 
provincial police officers are very hostile in 
their attitude and they are very unfriendly to 
the public. 

It is very sad that we have to re-echo this 
question of bribery and corruption on tl1e 
Floor of this House, but we cannot help 
saying it because no nation can rise on the 
foundation of bribery and corruption. We 
must do everyiliing to eradicate bribery from 
our society. 

I have just an instance to quote. I believe 
that if this is not general, it might be specific 
to the Eastern Region. It is an open secret 
that in our Law Courts, the Police take it 
upon themselves to institute a type of bribery 
which they take before they sign even a 
common bail form. On the opening day of 
every Magistrate 's Court session, when there 
is always tile usual callover and the cases are 
to be fixed, the Magistrate generally requires 
the accused person to find somebody to bail 
him. Before the policemen sign this bail 
fo rm, that person must pay two pounds; and 
the Police have agents for this. This is an 
open thing and I think this is a slur on the 
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Police Department, and I feel the Minister Mr Eminue : I am sorry that my hon. 
in charge of the Police should take a very Colleague is not the Minister in charge of the 
strong view of this situation. Police. The salient point I am making is that 

in many cases, a person who is promoted to the 
rank of Sergeant Major does not go beyond that 
point in the Police Force, and I say that that 
person always receives a certificate of merit and 
a certificate of long service. If he merits these 
two certificates then he should be promoted to 
a higher rank in the Police Force. Similarly, 
in many cases a person "'ho is promoted to the 
grade of Chief Inspector does not go beyond 
that rank and the officer humiliatingly watches 
the newly recruited boys promoted to the grades 
of A.S.P. and Senior Superintendent. It is bad 
for these people who are excellent in their work 
to stop at Inspector cadre. 

I wish to draw the attention of the Prime 
Minister to a case of a young police constable 
who died sometime in the Congo in November 
last year while on active service in the Congo. 
The corpse of this police constable was flowp 
back into Nigeria and was interred in his home 
town. I think this is a very excellent piece 
of work done by this Department ; but the 
point I am making is that since then the Police 
authorities have not paid anything in the way 
of gratuity or an ex-gratia award to the family 
of the deceased constable. I hope that the 
Police Department will see to it that the 
gratuity award is made to the family of the 
deceased, and in time. 

I want to raise another point about two 
posts in the Police Force. These are the 
posts of Sergeant Major and Chief Inspector. 
I think that these two posts are redundant. 
A person who is promoted a Sergeant Major is 
always given a certificate of merit and a certi
ficate of long service. If he has these certifi
cates, he is promoted to the rank of Sergeant 
Major. I think he should also be fit to be 
promoted to the higher rank in the Force. 

I understand that when a person is promoted 
to this rank, that is the end for him in the 
Police Force. He does not go anywhere 
further. Now, if he is so good as to receive 
a certificate of good character, then that 
person should be fit to be promoted to a 
higher rank so that a person who is fit to be a 
Sergeant Major is also fit to be an Inspector 
and also fit to be an Assistant Superintendent 
of Police in the Force. This post of Sergeant 
Major would merely be the start in the Police 
Force. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): On a 
point of Information, a person is appointed a 
Sergeant Major when he fails to pass the test for 
the Inspectorate when he came to train for that 
post. That is normally so. At the end of the 
course, he did not pass. He is not expected to 
be an Inspector and there is a rank between the 
post of Sergeant Major and the post of Inspec
tor, and therefore, those who do not pass are 
promoted to this post. If he proves his capabi
lity in the future, he can then be promoted. 

May I appeal to the Rt. hon. Prime Minister 
who holds the portfolio of the Police that it is 
high time to Nigerianise the top-most rank in 
the Force. Presently, the person acting in that 
post is a Nigerian, and I think that he was very 
efficient before he was made to act in that post. 
If he is fit to act in that role I feel that he should 
equally be fit to be made a substantive holder of 
the post. My plea is that he should immediate
ly be promoted to the substantive rank of 
Inspector-General of Police. 

I just want to say a word about my consti
tuency. If the Minister in charge of Police 
Affairs is aware of the position of Oron on the 
map of Nigeria he will see that we occupy a key 
position. It is the main gate into the Eastern 
Region from the South-east ; it is also the main 
gate of journeys from the mainland across to 
Calabar and the Cameroons. It is a melting 
pot for all sorts of crime. It is, therefore, wise 
that the Police strength at Oron should be very 
much reinforced. 

If we hold the belief that the women police 
officers are very honest then I suggest that a 
good number of them should be stationed at 
Oron. One other aspect is that I think it is 
time the Police Station at Oron took on a 
Superintendent of Police and not merely an 
Inspector of Police. 

I should like to appeal again to the Minister 
in charge of Police Affairs that, at least, one or 
two vehicles should be allocated to the Police 
Station at Oron. If this is done it will help 
them in their fight against crimes, especially at 
the park, and against smuggling which is so 
much talked of in Calabar Province. 

I beg to support. 
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Minister of State (Hon. M . A. 0 . 
Olarewaju) : After listening carefully to the 
comments made by several hon. Members I 
would like to make a brief reply to the points 
made. 

The Member for Egba East (Chief Ayo 
Rosiji) commented on the rapid progress in the 
implementation of our Nigerianisation policy 
in the Nigeria Police Force, and whole-heartedly 
congratulated the Prime Minister and the Police 
Authority. He also hailed police activities 
throughout the Federation . I assure hon. 
Members of further progress and further 
achievement in the future. (Hear, hear) . 

An hon. Member on my right, whose name I 
cannot now remember, raised the question of 
promotions in the Police Force. I want to 
inform hon. Members that promotion in the 
Force are based on merit and on merit only, not 
on partiality. On promotions still I must not 
forget to mention that good conduct and 
efficiency are considered along with educational 
qualification in promoting police officers. 

I am one hundred per cent in agreement with 
the hon. Member for Hadejia North (A lhaji 
Muhammadu Gauyamma) who described police 
officers as friends of the public. Indeed, 
Nigerian police officers are very friendly with 
the public. 

Mr R. N . Muojeke, the Member for Awka 
Central, wanted policemen to be encouraged in 
appreciation of their services to this country. 
I would like to emphasise that this is also a 
very essential point. 

Mr G. 0. D. Eneh (Abaja and Ngwo) : On a 
point of order, it is most surprising that the hon. 
Minister of State for Police Affairs does not 
know the names of Members of this House, 
even though-(Interruptions). 

Mr Olarewaju : I would like to associate 
myself with the advice of Shettima Ali Monguno 
the Member for Kaga Marghi, that any member 
of the public who witnesses a police officer 
accepting bribe of any kind should report the 
incident to a superior police officer. Every 
step will be taken to deal with any police officer 
caught receiving bribe if the case is genuin ':! . 

The hon. Member for Ilorin Central (M r 
S. A. Babatunde) wanted an anti-bribe ministry 
to be created. May I inform this honourable 
House that the power of creating more minis
tries rests entirely with the Prime Minister, and 

if he considers it necessary I am sure, without 
hesitation, he will create it. But, in the mean
time, hon. Members should abide by the Prime 
Minister's advice that any member of the 
public who sees a police officer take bribe 
should report the matter either to the nearrst 
superior police officer, or to the Prime Minister 
or myself. 

Mr L. 0 . Tobun, the Member for Epe, 
wanted the Inspector-General of Police to 
come and pose in his uniforms to listen to his 
speech. I want to say that whether or not the 
Inspector-General is in attendance the Prime 
Minister and myself are always present in this 
honourable House to hear the views severally 
expressed by hon . Members about the Police 
Force. 

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo, the Member for Aba 
Urban, who i<> himself an ex-policeman, 
stressed much on bribrry and corruption in the 
Police Force. May I ask him whether this 
occurred when he was serving in the Pol'ce 
Force? 

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aba Urban): On a 
point of order, the hon. Minister is deceiving 
the House. I have not served as a police 
officer in my life. For the hon. Minister to 
come to the Floor of this honourable House to 
make such wild allegation, without checking 
his information proves inefficiency on the side 
of the Minister. 

Mr Olarewaju : If Mr Okoronkwo is not 
the person that was once in the Police Force, 
then it might be his brother. 

ChiefE. 0. Okunowo (Ijebu Central): The 
Okoronkwo who was formerly in the Police 
looks very much like the Okoronkwo here. 

Mr Olarewaju : The same hon. Okoronk\~ o 
raised a vital point in connection with recruit
ment into the Police Force which he described 
as "fifty-fifty" . This is not true at all. Such 
has never happened in the Police Force. 
People who are recruited into the Police Force 
always send their applications to the Police 
Commandant in the Police Colleges at Ikeja 
and at Kaduna. All these applications are 
t reated according to their merits, and not on a 
regional basis. 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : It is the 
practice that when a Minister wants to rise and 
speak on a point of information, we always 
yield to him and I think courtecy demands that 
a Minister should also yield to us. 
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The Chairman : Usually Ministers give Cabinet Office, then the Police and it is all 
genuine points of information. Quite a number repetitions by the same people who have 
of Members do produce mischievous points spoken previously, whereas we have the im
of information. portant Head of the Ministry of Commerce 

Mr Olarewaju : It is not correct for any 
Member to say that Northerners have the 
lion's share in the membership of our Police 
Force. I am saying that up till to-day Norther
ners both males and females are very few in the 
Police Force. We do not quarrel when the 
Police Force, as other organisations in the 
country, is being criticised, but it is very 
wrong to apply destructive criticisms against 
the Police Force. We expect that if at all 
Members should criticise, they should do so 
constructively. We always try to learn from 
constructive criticisms and not destructive 
ones. When a Member is trying to damage 
the reputation or the name of a police officer 
by making allegations of bribery and corruption 
which are not true automatically such a 
Member is doing so to damage the name and 
reputation of our dear country in the outside 
world. 

The hon. Member for Sokoto Central 
(M. Ibrahim Gusau) raised a point about the 
Local Government Police in . the Western 
Region. The Local Government Police in 
the Western Region is supervised by a Nigeria 
Police officer and the Superintendent-General 
of Police in the Western Region to-day is 
seconded from the Nigeria Police to that 
office. He is not a retired Nigeria Police 
officer as before. 

I would once more appeal to hon. Members 
that in future they should always apply con
structive criticisms on the Police and not 
destructive ones. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon . 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh): I only crave the indulgence 
of the House to direct attention to what 
Members may unconxi!lusly have forgotten. 
It is true that sitting will be suspended at 
six o'clock and that we shall be returning here 
at nine o'clock, but I think that Members who 
have spoken on one Head of the Estimates 
will be doing injustice to their colleagues if 
they continue to speak and speak again. This 
is likely to result in a guillotine of the whole 
thing when we come to the more important 
Heads. 

Since morning we have made very little 
progress. Members have spoken on the 

and Industry which affects the economy of 
the country ; the Ministry of Communications ; 
the Ministry of Defence ; the Royal Nigerian 
Army; the Royal Nigerian Navy, and the 
Nigerian Air Force. I think that these are 
important Heads of the Estimates on which 
Members would like to speak. I beg again 
that hon. Members should realise that if there 
should be division of labour, th< se who have 
spoken on one occasion should be fair enough 
to their colleagues and allow them to speak 
also. 

May I, therfore, move that on this Head, 
the Question be now put. 

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (Ishan West) : On a 
point of order, My name appears under Heads 
22 and 23 on the Order Paper but I have not 
been called up till now. Hon. Members who 
did not give any notice of Amendments are 
being called to speak. I cannot understand 
this kind of injustice. When the Deputy 
Chairman occupied the Chair, I complained 
to him. I simply waited to be called, but I 
have not been called. 

The Chairman : Order. Another advice 
that might be useful to Members is that as far 
as possible Members should be brief and 
speak to the point. That will save a lot of 
time of the House and give more Members 
the opportunity to speak. 

Question, That the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to . 

Original Question put accordingly and agreed 
to. 

£5,375,550 for Head 23-Police-ordered to 
stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 24.-MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY 

Question proposed, That £808,300 for Head 
24- Ministry of Commerce and Industry
stand part of the Schedule. 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Zanna the hon . Bukar Dipcharirn.a): 
I beg to move the Amendment standing in my 
name, That on Head 24, Sub-head 105, the 
amount be increased by £15,000 in order to give 
financial allowances for participation in the 
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[MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY] lities that exist in the policy contemplated in 
Trade Fairs about which I have already informed this Amendment. I think one very important 
the House and to send our own delegation. thing is that the Minister and his staff should 
The approval of the Rt. hon. the Governor- give particular attention to the element of time. 
General has been received and it is in custody. There are certain issues which not only em-

1 beg to move. barrass this country but may disillusion some 
. . . . well-meaning people who come into this 

The M~tster of Fmance (Chtef the hon. country to invest in our industries. I ·refer to 
F. S. Okot1e-Eboh): I beg to second. something like Pioneer Certificates. It takes 

Chief E. 0 . Okunowo (Ijebu Central) : too long a time for an application to go through. 
I beg to support the Amendment moved by the I appr~ciate th~t such ~p.plications are not 
hon. Minister of Commerce and Industry. dealt w1th only m the Mm1s~ ?f Commerce· 
The Amendment seeks additional funds to and Industry but the apphcatwns may be 
enable the Minister carry on efficiently the initiated there. The Mini~try .of Commerce 
assignment given to him. I am fully conscious and Industry would be ~o~g Itself and the 
of his onerous responsibility and that is why 1 country ~ --:ery good. turn if 1t could make t~e 
have given him this support. But one thing other Mmtstnes which have a part to play m 
I would like to say is that this Ministry, being these matters aware of the need for speed. 
all that important, should be completely 
divorced from politics. 

I want to appeal to the Government for more 
provision for the expenses to be incurred for 
the Trade Fair in Leipzig. I beg to support. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East): I 
wholeheartedly support the Amendment moved. 
In doing so I would like to take this opportunity, 
with your leave, to commend the Minister and 
his staff on the very able way in which they 
have conducted the affairs of this country 
within their sphere of responsibility. There 
is no doubt that the Amendment is very 
characteristic of the progressiveness of the 
Minister and his staff. I think for an import
ant Ministry like this if I may humbly say so, 
the Minister and his staff are certainly the most 
open-minded we can expect to have in the 
country to-day. Going to this Fair is certainly 
one of the ways in which we can encourage 
the grovvth of industries in Nigeria : making 
the people outside Nigeria more aware of the 
potentialities of Nigeria both in trade and in 
commerce. 

I would like to add that they should not 
stop at this. Naturally, when we attend these 
Fairs we attract attention and people come into 
the country to see whether some of the things 
we are telling them are true and to see what 
they themselves can do in order to take advan
tage of some of the possibilities to contribute 
their own quota towards the progress of this 
country. 

There are some items of inducements to 
industry which are in existence and which I 
think will go a long way to increase the possibi-

I remember one particular case. An industry 
was to be established in Port Harcourt and 
the people applied for a pioneer certificate. 
It was not that they were not going to get the 
certificate, but it was taking such a long time 
and the people were beginning to get dis
illusioned. I do remember that when in my 
humble capacity as solicitor I intervened, it 
still took about four months to reach finality. 
In that particular instance I gathered that a 
lot of the delay was caused in the Ministry of 
Justice whose responsibility it was to prepare 
some legislation in order to get that thing 
through. I think the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry should put some push behind 
those of their colleagues who have got some 
part to play in their-

The Chairman: I do not think the hon. 
Member should digress to this point as it is 
not within the terms of the Amendment. 

Mr Akwiwu : I am sorry, Mr Chairman . 
I do not want to be unduly contentious but 
I thought that since this firm is intended to 
increase the industrial tempo we might also 
have to look at some of the inducements 
without which their appeal might lose its 
value. I reserve the rest of my remarks for 
the other part of the debate. 

A mendment put and agreed to. 

Question again proposed, That £823,300 for 
Head 24-Ministry of Commerce and Industry
stand part of the Schedule. 

Alhadji Muhammadu Gauyamma 
(Hadejia North) : I rise to support Head 24 of 
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the Estimates-Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry. It is obvious and definitely clear 
that for the rapid progress that this Federation 
is making, demands for more and more 
industries are echoing from all the consti
tuencies within Nigeria in order to develop the 
country. 

At this juncture I wish to make particular 
reference to Hadejia and Gumel Emirates in 
Kano Province which produce thousands of tons 
of groundnuts, several tons of cotton, beans, 
meat, hides and skins, fish and vegetables, etc., 
and yet have not a single industry established 
there. I would like to remind hon. Members 
that where there is a wish there is a need and 
there is also a desire. I wish hon. Members to 
note this particular point. 

I wish to say further that cottage industries 
are required to be established in all the consti
tuencies of this country. This will promote 
trade in the country and train the rural and 
urban people to be more professional. It will 
also solve the problem of unemployment and 
provide more work for the people so that they 
will not remain idle during the months after 
harvest. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Chief E. 0 . Okunowo (Ijebu Central) : 
I am very grateful to you for giving me the 
opportunity to speak on this very important 
Head and Item which I wholeheartedly support. 
We all know very well that this Ministry is the 
key to the prosperity of our country and 
anything done to retard the progress of the 
Ministry will not be to the advantage or 
benefit of the country as a whole. 

I would like to make one or two observations, 
and the first is to refer to the industrial side of 
the Ministry. It is all well and good and in 
fact I commended, in my speech during the 
Debate on the Address, the activities of this 
Department. But when it comes to the 
question of industries I seem to dissociate my
self from one aspect, and that is, when we begin 
to have industrial projects in this country the 
benefits that the members of the public expect 
are that the commodities so produced will be 
sold at prices far below the imported ones. 
If we are the producers and yet pay much 
higher prices or about the same prirf' 1 do not 
think that ,,.·ill be to the benefit of the country. 
Wh:~t is of benefit to this count ry is that goods 

produced locally should be obtained at prices 
lower than what they are at the present moment. 
In this case, now, it seems to me that the 
Government is adopting a certain policy by 
increasing customs duty on imported goods 
exhorbitantly in order to be able to give 
opportunity to manufacturers of local goods to 
sell well, as we are complaining that people do 
not patronise home industries. Vve have to 
create a better condition to encourage people to 
buy what is produced locally in this country. 

For instance, early one morning in France, 
I saw a bricklayer with a loaf of bread yet 
able to drink wine ; whereas here, now, it is 
difficult for a poor man. to take beer, because I 
do not think it is intended for the poorer classes 
of the community. I think the price of beer 
which is produced in this country should be 
brought down. We will make more revenue 
on beer and many other things which are pro
duced in this country if their prices are brought 
to within the reach of both rich and poor. 

We have Guinness Stout, Star Beer, and 
Flour in this country now. I do not see the 
difference in the price of the flour manufactured 
locally and that manufactured abroad. We 
manufacture cement with our raw materials 
here, and should be able to make the price in 
such a way that everybody will be able to buy 
without any difficulty. The same thing goes 
for our petrol. I think we should be able to 
sell our petrol, particularly to the civil servants, 
at a less exhorbitant price than as at present. 

On the question of imports, I think the policy 
adopted by our Government is over-generous. 
It seems to me that we have opened the gates 
of our country for people to bring goods into 
this country in quantities far more than we 
can consume. In other countries of the 
world, goods are not allowed to be dumped 
in the countries. We have more than we can 
cope with at the moment. 

I would like to raise this point , that while 
the Minister of Finance is making every effort 
to increase the revenue of this country, the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry should 
endeavour to industrialise the country. When 
goods are imported, the M inister of Finance 
gets all the revenue. If one pays £1,000 for 
these goods to come into the country, as a result 
of this dumping of goods, they may be sold for 
£ 500 or £600. T hat means that the revenue 
of this country is reduced by £400. If we pay 

(741 ) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

1453 [Appropriation (1963-64) 17 APRIL 1963 Bill : Committee] 1454 

(CHIEF 0KUNOWO) 

£1,000 to businessmen overseas and, as a result 
of having more than we can consume, we sell in 
Nigeria for £600, it means that £400 has gone 
overseas. I think it would not be to our 
interest to continue to import goods if we are 
going to buy for £1,000 and then sell for £500 
or £600, thereby losing £400. 

I would like to appeal to our hon. Minister of 
Commerce and Industry to examine that 
aspect which, I am convinced, is not doing 
our country any good. We have lost £1 
million in this way. I am in business, and I 
am in a position to advise our hon. Minister of 
Commerce and Industry to kindly give consi
deration in that aspect. We are losing far too 
much. It is window dressing when we say that 
if we do this we shall be losing revenue. By 
importing more than we can consume, we are 
losing far more than the re venue collected. In 
the first instance, by being forced to sell the 
goods imported below their cost price, we are 
doing a great harm to our economy. That is 
exactly the point. 

I think the Government should now be able 
to take statistics. The consumption of 1950 
should be related to the consumption of 1960. 
Licences are no longer being issued for Japanese 
goods. Goods are coming into this country 
from all places without any hindrance, and this 
is not in the interest of this country. 

These are the only few observations which 
I consider very important for our Government 
to take very stern measures against. We 
should not allow politics to go into this. We 
should not say that because the Minister of 
Finance or the Minister of Economic Develop
ment has said something that that must be 
done. Business is not like that. There are 
times when two times two in business might 
mean six or eight. 

I would like Government to take these 
two points seriously into consideration. Firstly, 
our imported goods must be displayed in a 
way to encourage people to buy. People 
should not be forced to buy. If goods are 
made in Nigeria, we should be able to put 
reasonable prices on them and not protect 
our own industries at the expense of the 
imported ones. If people are going to send 
us beer from Europe, let them send it. If a 
bottle is 1s-6d, we should not drive people 
away from buying this beer and force them 
to buy "l\l adc in Nigeria" beer if the quality is 

good. I want to appeal to the Minister not 
to kill the goose that lays the golden egg by 
this kind of method. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr E. 0. Hezue (Orlu North) : I just want 
to make a few points. The first point is that 
I think it is necessary at this stage of our 
development to have a tourist corporation I 
say this because at the moment, so many 
businessmen from overseas are interested in 
the new African nations, especially Nigeria, 
and I think that if we get a tourist corporation 
we would be able to attract them and make 
them come here to spend their holidays and 
survey the country. This would help us a 
great deal, if only to help our balance of 
payments position. I would very seriously 
suggest to the Minister of Commerce and 
Industry to survey the possibility of creating 
a tourist corporation. 

We have so many things that we can exploit. 
That brings me to the fact that some of our 
businessmen, Ministers, and officials, when 
they want to spend their leave or vacation, 
go to the French Reverie, or Los Angeles, or 
London, and spend our money there. Well, 
in the same way, we want people from those 
other places to come here and spend their 
own money. That is why I strongly re
commend the creation of a tourist corporation. 

The Minister mentioned something about 
Trade Fair. I only want to say one thing. 
Most of our trade delegations abroad had been 
made up of Ministers and businessmen. I 
think it is high time that the Minister should 
consider including Members of Parliament to 
be members of trade delegations. When we 
go there we will learn a lot of things about 
what other people are doing. It should not 
be confined to businessmen. When they 
come we help them to improve their business. 
We want something that would help the 
country, and I think at this moment that 
Members of this House are in a position to 
speak for the country. 

The third point is that sometime last year, 
when a Member raised a point about retail 
trade in this country, the Minister gave an 
assurance that he would try to help the indi
genous businessmen to make the retail trade 
an exclusively preserve of Nigerian business
men. 

An hon. Member : Where is the money 
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Mr lfezue: We will find the money any- Mr Opia: For modesty sake, I would not 
way. I want the Minister to implement his like to. The Minister wanted to buy some 
assurance as soon as possible. The time is pieces of furniture and visited about three 
overdue for him to implement it. vVe cannot expatriate furniture factories and then visited a 
allow foreign people to come here and take Nigerian furniture factory. After he had 
over our economy. visited these factories and had seen that the 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : I 
would only like to pay a glowing tribute to 
the work done by the entire staff of this Minis
try, particularly when one remembers what 
efforts they made in arranging and also seeing 
to the success of the last Trade Fair held in this 
country. This is just a word of encourage
ment and we would like them to make further 
efforts to bring about similar Trade Fairs. 

As the Minister has already pointed out 
that he has plans for sending delegations 
abroad, even though the Minister has just been 
appealed to by Members not to include busi
nessmen in the delegations, I would like to 
appeal to him that Members of Parliament 
should not be included in the delegation 
to the exclusion of businessmen. I have no 
quarrel with the Members who have made the 
suggestion, but I disagree with them that the 
businessmen who have made a very good 
start in this country should not be encouraged 
and given the fullest support. 

Mr A. Opia (Aboh) : In contributing to 
the discussion on this Head, I would like to 
draw the attention of the hon . Minister to 
some of the difficulties which confront a lot of 
Nigerian businessmen in this country. 

An industrial disease in this country is 
the inferiority complex now obtaining in the 
Nigerian owned and manned industries, and 
it is eating deep into the minds of people. It 
is surprising to see that even pecple in the 
upper segment of life prefer imported products 
to the Nigerian made products. They patro
nise these expatriate firms simply because 
there is one expatriate at the head of about 
a hundred Nigerian craftsmen, and yet it is 
these Nigerians who are doing the job. I 
feel that the time has now come when we 
should really be proud to own or buy products 
manufactured by any Nigerian industry. 

There was the case of a Minister-! do not 
want to disclose the name of the Minister-

An hon. Member : Disclose it. 

goods were of the same quality-in fact the 
Nigerian manufactured furniture were better
but simply because an expatriate was at the 
head of one of the factories, the Minister 
quietly strolled into the factory and placed his 
order. When he was asked why he did not 
buy his goods from the Nigerian factory, he 
said that most of the parts used in the Nigerian 
factory were imported from overseas. And that 
is a Minister who should by right be very 
proud of Nigerian industries ! 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Zanna the hon. Bukar Dipcharima): I 
am sure that is not a Federal Minister. 

Mr Opia : Well, I am not sure whether the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry is not 
the one. 

I feel the position of Ministers, whether 
Federal or Regional Ministers, should be 
such that every action they take must be to 
encourage Nigerian industries. I feel that 
this is a malady that should be cured right now, 
and I think the Minister will take this very 
seriously. 

I also want to make a point on the question 
of tax relief for Nigerian businessmen. It is a 
good thing to pass the Tax Relief Bill, but 
most of the people who enjoy this tax relief 
are expatriates. If the Minister could look 
up his statistics of those who actually enjoy 
the tax relief in this country, he would see that 
they are expatriates. I therefore feel that the 
time has come when the small businessmen, 
however small they may be, so long as they 
enter into industry, should be encouraged 
to enjoy this tax relief. 

An bon. Member : Even though they have 
no working capital ? 

Mr Opia : It does not matter. Once one 
registers his company under the Company's 
Ordinance, one should be protected. It is very 
shameful that quite a number of Nigerian 
businessmen have to work under very stiff 
competition in this country, and yet when they 
are in this competition their expatriate counter-
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parts are enjoying all the reliefs. I therefore 
feel that the staff of the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry should begin to visit industrial 
institutions with a view to advising indigenous 
businessmen who take part in industrial 
work to be able to understand some of these tax 
reliefs and how to get them very quickly. 

Another matter which I would like to draw 
the attention of the Minister to is in connec
tion with the registration of business names. 
This is one of the things in which most people 
who live outside Lagos suffer. Some times, to 
register one's business one has to go to a 
lawyer, even when this is not in fact necessary. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : One should 
get a lawyer. 

Mr Opia : Well, it is only a petty lawyer 
who goes about for registration of business 
names. 

The Chairman : Order, order ! May I 
appeal to the House once more that we have 
got other important Heads to consider. We 
have the Ministry of Communications on which 
I know almost all Members would like to 
say a word, and we have got the Ministry of 
Defence also to be completed to-day. I feel 
like making these points now because it is my 
intention to speed up the proceedings and 
Members must make their points as brief as 
possible and, certainly, repetition of points will 
be ruled out. 

Mr Opia : While taking your advice very 
seriously, I feel that this is a very important 
aspect of the country's economy, and as a 
businessman, I think I am speaking not only 
the voice of my people but the voice of busi
nessmen in the country. 

The Chairman: Order, order. I do not 
think the remark I made calls for any insinua
tions to suggest that the Chair is against any
body speaking for businessmen or for his 
constituency. 

Mr Opia: Thank you very much, Mr 
Chairman. There is another malady to which 
I wish to draw the attention of the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry. There is another 
very bad institution in this country. This 
institution is the professional people who 
profess themselves as "directors." If any new 
expatriate companies come from Great Britain, 

they land in Lagos and immediately these 
professional company "directors" go straight 
to them and say that unless they put their 
names as directors, they are not getting the 
company registered in the country. The 
result is that there are people who are company 
"directors" in over ten expatriate companies 
in this country. They really have no shares 
at all in the companies, and they actually go 
to sell the good name of this country. 

I think the time has come when, if a Nigerian 
should be a director of an expatriate company, 
he should be a real director and not a nominal 
director. I feel that this is very serious because 
the scandal is stinking. Those who are in 
business know exactly what I really mean. 
Now, I would not like to belabour this point, 
but I feel that the Minister should understand 
exactly what I am referring to. 

The next point I want to draw the attention 
of the Minister to is retail trade. Sometime 
ago we were told that Nigerians were going to 
take over the retail trade in this country. It 
came as a shock to the whole country that the 
retail trade, when left off by the expatriate 
companies, died naturally like that. There 
were no trained people capable of taking over 
this business. Everything was left in pieces 
like that. Some people even approached the 
expatriate companies with a view to taking 
over their retail trade, but were told that they 
could not, but that the only way out was fo r 
them to form petty retail bodies such as 
S.C.O.A., U .A.C. and G.B. Ollivant. These 
expatriate companies were engaged in retail 
trade, but as soon as they took their hands off, 
they did not give the retail trade to capable 
hands, and most Nigerians who were working 
in their retail sections were sacked. I feel 
that this sort of thing does not help the economy 
of the country. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : Is there no retail trade in the country ? 

Mr Opia : Well, there is retail trade, my 
Minister, but the point I am really driving at-

Mr B. N. Ukaegbu (Owerri South East): I 
think that hon. Members would like to under
stand what exactly the hon. Member means. 

Mr Opia : I really mean to draw the attention 
of the House to the retail trade which was 
going on among the various firms in the 
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country and to the fact that when the firms Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : I think I 
withdrew from the retail trade, only one or two must congratulate the Government on their 
expatriate companies, such as Kingsway, general policy of encouraging industrial deve
took it over. G.B. Ollivant does not engage lopment in the country. The various laws 
in provisional retail trade. which have been passed for this purpose are 

very good indeed, but I think that it must be 
brought forcibly to the Government that the 
operations of these laws leave very much to be 
desired. 

An bon. Member : In Port Harcourt they 
do. 

Mr Opia : In Port Harcourt, no. G.B. 
Ollivant does not do that, and I feel that this 
type of thing would not help the economy of 
the country. 

Finally, I would like to draw the attention 
of the Minister to the question of the economy 
of the country, especially in respect to in
dustrial loans. There are irregularities in the 
question of loans in the Department of Com
merce and Industry. It is a very serious 
scandal. I am not here to say exactly what 
reports we have actually received from quite 
a number of people who actually applied for 
loans. People apply for loans and for three 
years they never get them. 

The Chairman : Order, order. As I said 
before, I certainly would not tolerate repeti
tions. The Minister himself, in a speech to 
this House, if Members refer to their Hansard, 
did say something about the Loans Board and 
he in fact went on to say that because of some 
of the things he heard, he had to suspend the 
operation of the Loans Board. Let us take as 
noted and make progress. 

Mr Opia : Mr Chairman, thank you very 
much for your advice. I would not, therefore, 
like to belabour that point. 

Now, I would like to draw the Minister's 
attention to economic tours. Quite a number 
of times we see men who are no better 
in business than some hon. Members of this 
House joining economic tours to all parts of the 
country. There are businessmen in this 
House, and we also want to learn. We feel 
that sometimes when economic tours are 
scheduled, Members of this Parliament should 
also be embodied in the team. I think it will 
not only go to enhance the prestige of Members, 
it also goes a long way to improve their business 
outlook and put them in better positions to tell 
the people they represent exactly how they 
can benefit from such economic tours. 

I beg to &upport. 

In the first place, things move much too 
slowly. I know for a fact that there are other 
Ministries involved in the operations of these 
laws and that the delay may not be taking 
place only in the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, but as far as we are concerned in this 
House, it is the Minister who is responsible. 
It is up to him to do something to speed 
things up both in his Ministry and in other 
Ministries. The industrial people cannot wait 
indefinitely. There are factors which they 
have to compete with about which the Ministry 
may not know, but speed is certainly a great 
help in bringing these things about. 

We have been talking about improving 
industries and bringing industries into the 
country and we know that we require the help of 
foreign people to do this, to bring the technique 
and the money into the country. And all 
Members know that charity begins at home. 
We want our industries in the long run to be 
controlled by this country, by Nigeria. There
fore, I think that it is fair and in the interest of 
this country that Government should make 
deliberate efforts to help Nigerian people's 
interests in industry in preference to foreigners . 
I believe it is the policy of the Government that 
there should be no differentiation. I think that 
policy is wrong. Nobody, no expatriate for 
that matter is going to find fault with this 
Government if it pursues the policy of giving 
more help to Nigerians than to the expatriates. 
Nobody will blame the Government for helping 
companies which have more Nigerian interests 
than expatriate interests. 

I do not know why but examples of the 
contrary happening. Expatriate companies 
have been helped more than Nigerian com
panies. I know at least one case in which an 
expatriate company was given pioneer status for 
a particular project while a Nigerian company 
which applied for this status for the same 
project even earlier than the expatriate company 
was refused pioneer status. The expatriate 
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company was granted pioneer status. I think 
this is wrong. It is wrong also to say that we 
must be fair by giving both expatriate and 
Nigerian companies equal facilities. Tbat is 
nN fairness ; that is unfairness because when a 
Nigerian industrialist starts he often has more 
difficulties than an expatriate company. 

In the first place, he has to contend with the 
mentality of people of this country that things 
made by Nigerians cannot be as good as things 
made by the expatriate people. He has to 
contend also with the mentality of the expatriate 
themselves. They control the business of this 
country, whether we like it or not, and they can 
bend together and kill any Nigerian interest ; 
that is true. There is also the fact that they 
have the money and can afford to dump goods 
here in order to kill a Nigerian interest. I have 
seen it done. It happened to me. I think 
the Government should adopt a deliberate 
policy in this matter to help Nigerian industries 
more than they help the eYpatriates. That is 
fairness ; the other way round is n·)t fairness. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Zanna the hon. Bukar Dipcharima): 
I am not rising up in order to stop other 
Members from making constructive criticisms. 
I really feel that on the whole the criticisms 
made are constructive and that Members are 
making them with a view to improving our own 
industrial skill. 

I would like to bring to the notice of Members 
that the Rt. hon. Prime Minister has given a 
specific instruction to me that I should ask my 
Permanent Secretary to pass it to all the 
Ministries that deal in contracts abroad, that 
where there is a Nigerian industry producing 
materials required by Government that par
ticular industry must be patronised and no 
overseas orders should be placed unless the 
Nigerian industry is unable to satisfy the 
demand. The Prime Minister has done his 
work and I have done my work and it is now 
left to the officials to carry out these duties. 
If they do not, they should pay the price. 

Mr A. Opia (Abo h) : On a point of informa
tion, if this circular has been sent out I challenge 
the Minister-

An bon. Member : Is that a point of 
information ? 

Mr Opia : Will Members please allow me 
to talk. May I say with your kind permission, 
Mr Chairman, that in Port Harcourt the Niger 
Delta Development Board awarded a contract 
for the supply of furniture materials to ex
patriate contractors despite the fact that there 
were indigenous industries capable of supplying 
the materials. 

Mr W. 0 . Briggs (Degema): I know of that 
tender. They wanted nothing but the best 
and the kind of furniture they required was 
not to be found in my hon. Friend's furniture 
factory. 

The Chairman : Order. Certainly, I do 
not think the Chair will accommodate any 
unparliamentary throwing of bricks. 

The Minister of Commerce and 
Industry : If anything is not done it is the 
duty of hon. Members to bring it to the notice 
of the Minister so that the matter may be 
looked into. I deliberately refuse to believe 
that making accusations or statements on the 
Floor of this House will prove that the ano
malies are existing. I appeal to all Members 
that my office is open to everybody. I have 
never known of any hon. Member who has 
been refused entry to my office. I know my 
responsibility to this House that I cannot 
remain a Minister if I loose the confidence of 
my colleagues. (Hear, hear) It is now for the 
Members to bring these matters to my notice. 

I am really worried by the fact that our 
trade relation with Japan is always at a dis
advantage to us. I am looking into the 
possibility of having some kind of control. 
But again the only thing that makes me dither 
a bit is that as hon. Members know our 
people will say, "Do this" to-day and when you 
do that they say, "Why did you do that ?" 
I shall listen to any criticism Members make ; 
I shall also read the Hansard and if it is the 
opinion of the House that such a thing is 
necessary and I have the backing of the 
majority of my colleagues, I will have the 
moral courage to do it. 

As regards industrial loans, the amount at 
the disposal of Government is really limited. 
The nation is composed of forty-five million 
people and nearly four hundred thousand 
square miles. Woe betides the country that 
relies solely on its government to do things for 
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the people. Let us cultivate self-help. When country. This is because when people give 
people help themselves the government will them money with which to promote industries 
help them otherwise that government is too they take the money and spend it and when 
weak for a big country. It is no use criti- they are asked to produce it they threaten to 
cising ; we do not want a dictatorship. We take the person to court. 
want a country where free enterprise will 
flourish, "\\'here individuals will have the 
courage and conviction that they are free to 
improve their own lot. 

Hon. Members have raised the question of 
giving special encouragement to businesses 
principally run by Nigerians. If I remember 
rightly Government has made it abundantly 
clear to foreign investors as well as local 
businessmen that pioneer certificates and other 
fiscal incentives will be denied to such com
panies and industrial enterprises that discri
minate against active participation of Nigerians. 
What more can we do? We have done that. 
We have refused granting pioneer certificates 
to many people who do not accept Nigerian 
participation and Nigerian directors on their 
Boards. 

Some people say they will go it alone without 
a certificate rather than take on Nigerians. 
We cannot stop them, but if they want our 
help they need t0 bring Nigerians into the 
show. This is the best we can do. We 
cannot force them to accept Nigerians if they 
do not want them. What we can do is to deny 
them our own co-operation. 

The point made by Mr Opia that we should 
stop expatriate firms from indulging in retail 
trade is quite good. But it was he who 
shouted most last year that Nigerians cannot 
run the retail trade. Now he is saying some
thing else. I will only take note of what he has 
said and ignore it. 

I now come to the question of professional 
directors. I remember some Nigerians coming 
and worrying the life out of me to give them 
this concession or that concession and later 
when all the concessions had been given them 
they were made only nominal directors. 
Later they came back to me and began com
plaining. I advised them to have the courage 
of their conviction to stand by their own rights. 
The most ·important thing is that our people 
must have courage and initiative. They 
should 150 overseas and contact people and gain 
ideas. Some of our own people have even 
helped to discourage the industrialisation of our 

An hon. Member: They marry four wives 
with the money. 

The Minister of Commerce and 
Industry : They marry only one wife and 
have eight mistresses. The industrial develop
ment or commercial progress of this country is 
a continuing process and we cannot do it in a 
day. Parliament may sit to-day and Members· 
may go home tomorrow but please write to us, 
come to see us because it is simply impossible 
for any Minister to ignore communications 
from his fellow Parliamentarians. I should 
like to make one thing very clear. I am an 
N.P.C. Minister, I am proud of it. But 
nothing in the world will make me discriminate 
against fellow Nigerians in the establishment 
of their industries because industrial and 
commercial development must be taken out 
of this so-called political stunt. If you have 
the capabilities to make industries succeed, 
you must be able to give more Nigerians work. 
You would make us more progressiYe, and 
with these few remarks I support. 

Mr B. N. Ukaegbu (Owerri South East): 
The hon. Minister of Commerce and Industry 
has saitsfied us and he has told us about the 
willingness of his office to receive the complaints 
of Members of the Parliament and of the public. 
It is our duty then to take him for his word and 
bring our problems to his notice. Last year, 
on the Floor of this House during the Budget 
Debate I raised a point which was deemed 
irrelevant, and I am happy that the hon. 
Member for Badagry (Mr Senu-Oke) asked a 
question about the issue of import licences for 
cement. I think the hon. Minister will be 
doing a good service to this country if he looks 
into it this time. About 400,000 tons of 
cement is being imported into Nigeria, but 
less than a hundred thousand tons go to indi
genous Nigerians. The rest goes to expa
triate firms. I may be wrong, but I want to 
say that the cement that is imported is used 
mostly by Nigerians. The expatriate firms 
that import this cement have not been given 
a quota. They scarcely pay for the cement 
themselves. They import it and are then 
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given bank overdrafts which they are allowed 
to settle within 180 days. When the cement 
lands in Port Harcourt or Apapa they get 
Nigerians to pay the money and buy up the 
cement from them and save them the drudgery 
of selling and stocking. 

I know the expatriate firms make as much 
as two shillings and six-pence profit per bag of 
cement, and when some of them import as 
many as 3,000 tons you can imagine how much 
profit they will make. If you ·calculate, 
you will discover that some firms have made 
nearly half a million pounds profit within 
three years. Yet they did not pay for it. 
They did not invest the money in Nigeria. I 
know some Nigerians in Port Harcourt who 
pay as much as £40,000 at a time to an expa
triate firm to take all the cement from the 
firm and stock it in their own stores and take 
the trouble to sell it. The expatriate firm 
makes a clean £20,000 gain at a time. 

I am not against these expatriate firms but I 
want these gains also to be made by Nigerians 
whether from the North, East or West. I 
said the same thing last year because if they 
make the gain they could easily invest the 
money in an industry. It is the gain they 
make from trade that they will invest in 
industries. For example U.A.C., John Holt, 
etc., came here as traders and merchants. 
They imported goods and sold them to our 
people and collected money from our people. 
It is the money they gained from our people 
that we are now asking them to invest or 
loan to us. 

Another point is that the expatriate banks 
in this country-B.W.A., Barclays, etc., discri
minate against Nigerian businessmen. They 
do all they can to cripple our businessmen. 
They give bank grants to expatriate firms. 
They give expatriate firms accommodation and 
yet they will not give such to Nigerians. 
Some expatriate firms have no access to 
Nigeria because they have got no buildings 
and their capital is so small, but they could 
easily get capital from expatriate banks to the 
tune of £40,000. If these expatriate firms 
are keeping the money of the Nigerian Govern
ment, the money of the Corporations and the 
public, cannot the Minister do something 
about this ? Why could not the granting of 
loans to Nigerian firms be raised in the Budget 

Speech ? It was because of expatriate banks' 
discrimination that made the Governor-General 
to set up the African Continental Bank, but 
now the discrimination is at its worst. 

I am not a sycophant but I believe that the 
hon. Minister of Commerce and Industry is 
not a new man in politics. He has the guts 
when he is convinced of the necessity of serving 
his country. I know he can do it. Will he 
look into the question of import quota for 
cement and will he look into the question of 
discrimination as to accommodation and giving 
of loans by expatriate banks ? And would he 
serve his country by giving to the Nigerian 
businessmen the quota to import quick moving 
goods like cement ? 

I beg to support. 

Mr E. A. Odo (Idoma West): I rise to 
support the expenditure of £808,300 for the 
service of the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry during the current financial year. I 
have to draw the Minister's attention to those 
people who, by pretension, rob the public. 
There are many people in Nigeria who are 
penniless but who pretend to be businessmen. 
They apply for registration of business so as 
to permit them trade or set up an industry. 
Immediately they get the atJthority from the 
Minister they advertise for shares. In a young 
country like Nigeria many people would be 
anxious to buy the shares, seeing that the 
business had been registered. The robber 
having got authority from the Minister starts 
collecting money from the public on the pre
tence of establishing a real company. After 
collecting sufficient money, the rogue may run 
away from Nigeria purposely abandoning the 
trade. I would like the Minister to safeguard 
the public by seeing that only people who are 
really businessmen are registered and authorised 
to advertise for shares. 

An example of this is a certain firm here 
which calls itself "Mainland Industry and 
Trad£ng Co., Ltd." The owner of this so-called 
company contrived to rob fellow Nigerians by 
advertising for shares after the business had 
been registered. After collecting a lot of 
money from the public, he failed to invest it 
in the company for which the shares were 
advertised. Instead, the proprietor used the 
money for buying second-hand clothes called 
"Onagwugwu". 
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I wish to call upon the Minister of Commerce 
and Industry to restrict such type of registra
tion of trade in Nigeria. 

With these few words, I beg to support. 

Mr A. A. Ajibola (Egbado South) : In 
contributing to this Debate-

An hon. Member : The hon. Member 
should get his cap ; he is improperly dressed. 

The Deputy Chairman : The Standing 
Orders do say that Members should be properly 
dressed but not that they should be dressing 
inside the Chamber. 

An hon. Member : On a point of order, 
when incompetent lawyers go to court they do 
not dress properly as my hon. Friend, Mr 
Ajibola. 

The Deputy Chairman : I think it is in 
bad taste to discredit any professional because 
he is in the House. 

Mr Ajibola : In contributing to this Debate 
I wish to draw the attention of the Minister 
to one or two points affecting the economy 
of this country. The first point that I would 
like to make is a point that has been worrying 
me for a long time. Prices of imported goods 
in this country are rising from year to year 
while the prices of our own goods exported 
to the outside world are falling from year to 
year. Take the case of cocoa, cotton, palm 
oil, kernel or groundnut. Whenever you 
hear of the prices in the outside world you 
are shocked and sad, but when you go to firms 
like U.A.C., Leventis, John Holt, or C.F.A.O. 
and ask for the price of a car that your friend 
bought last year, you will find that the price 
has gone up by a hundred pounds or more. 

Mr W. Briggs (Degema): Because of the 
Minister of Finance's tax. 

Mr Ajibola : The same thing applies to all 
imported goods. I feel that the Government 
should look into this matter. The mistake 
must be corrected somewhere. Either the 
firm is making too much profit or the Govern
ment is imposing too much tax on the particular 
commodity. It is in the best interest of the 
Government to cater for the welfare of the 
common man ; to look into it so that these 
prices do not continue to go higher and higher 
every year. 

Take for instance, the question of petrol. 
Much petrol is being used everyday in this 
country but the price is rather very high. I 
would like the Government to see that some
thing is done so that the price ?f petrol m~y 
be reduced. It is rather too htgh for us m 
this country. 

I would also like the Minister to help the 
common man in this country by looking into 
the hire purchase law. A lot has been said 
in this House during the past nine years, 
almost every year, about the hire purchase 
law but up till now nothing has been done. 
In short, I am very pleased with the explana
tion made by the Minister. 

With these remarks, I beg to support. 

Whereupon the Minister of State (Hon. 
H ashimu Adaji) rose in his place and claimed 
to move, That the Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to. 

£823,300 for Head 24-Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry-ordered to stand part of the 
Schedule. 

HEAD 25.-MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS 

Question proposed, That £6,313,040 for 
Head 25-Ministry of Communications-stand 
part of the Schedule. 

The Minister of Communications (Chief 
the hon. Olu Akinfosile): May I now report 
on the Ministry of Communications for the 
year 1963-64. · 

Now, I think it is only right that I should 
express the gratitude of all of us in the Ministry 
of Communications for the lively interest which 
Members have always shown in our work. 

The direct link of my Ministry to every part 
of the Federation, no matter how remote 
from the Federal or Regional capitals, by mail, 
telephones and telegrams, has always had 
its fascination for all of us, a fascination 
which is now reflected in the direct and mass 
interest shown by several hon. Members in 
matters affecting the Ministry of Communica
tions. Since I became a Minister three years 
ago, I have never failed to take this House 
into confidence and to utilize to the best 
advantage the many practical and valuable 
suggestions which have come to this House 
for the general improvement of the work 
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of the Ministry. It is my firm intention 
that this happy relation should continue. 

Last year, I gave the House a survey of the 
achievements of the Ministry in the seven 
years period covered by the previous Economic 
Pr.ogramme and also a general outline of the 
intentions for the next six years for the new 
Programme. It is not my intention to make 
further references to many of the points in 
my speech of last year ; I intend instead to fill 
in the details of the practicalisation of those 
intentions. The main emphasis of the speech 
to-day will, therefore, be a review of the 
work of the past year and of the year to come . 

When I first assumed responsibility I said, 
in my Budget Speech on the 16th of April, 
1960, that the Government was hoping that, 
by 1970, there would be a demand for approxi
mately 100,000 telephones and, by 1980, for 
400,000, as compared to 30,000 in that year. 
In the same speech I disclosed that 51 per 
cent of the senior posts in the Ministry were 
filled by Nigerians. It is a measure of the 
great progress which has been made that, 
for the period of six years to be covered by the 
present' Economic Programme, 100,000 new 
telephones would have been installed, making 
a total of 150,000 telephones. This means 
that of the three years since 1960, the number 
of telephones has risen from 30,000 to 50,000. 
In the same period, too, we have introduced 
subscribers' trunk dialling system between 
Lagos and lbadan, built the General Post 
Office at Marina, introduced Automatic Ex
changes in numerous places throughout the 
country, as well as built several sub-Post 
Offices and Postal Agencies. This tremen
dous progress which constituted approxi
mately 70 per cent in the three years, apart 
from being a source of personal pride, is a 
gi:eat achievement for this Government by 
any standard. It is our resolved intention 
that ·. the rate of progress for the few years 
to come; while we still have your confidence, 
will even· be faster. 

. But, I am su~e that bon. Members, before I 
go into a detailed discussion of the achieve
ments of the Ministry for the year just ending, 
W(mld wish me to touch a note of warning. 
The first of such warnings is in connection with 
the relationship between the personnel of the 
Ministrv in Post Offices, as well as in the 
T~lecom~unications offices, "With the general 

public. Nothing has given me a greater 
concern than the constant review of the ways 
and means of improving the public relation of 
the P. and T . Division. I said at the end of 
my speech in 1960 that it was my hope that in 
the present period the initi.1ls ' 'P" and 'T" 
would also stand for "politeness" and tact". 
Inefficiency and general discourtesy where it 
exists with the officers of the Public Service is a 
matter which should be seen in its widest 
context. l assure this House that we will do 
everything in our power to ensure a greater 
efficiency and better courtesy in all branches 
of the Ministry and in particular those which 
have access to the general public. An impres-

• sion should not, however, be given that the 
disease we seek to cure is special only to Posts 
and Telegraphs. The symptoms are every
where, in private and public business. Our 
greatest difficulty, perhaps, is that the Posts 
and Telegraphs Division of my Ministry, more 
than any other branch of Government is more 
constantly exposed to these diseases. 

In addition, the slow process of enforcing 
discipline, which is designed to safeguard the 
public servants, is not necessarily the best 
means of meeting the public complaints for 
better service. When we introduce a quasi
commercial organisation, as we intend to do, 
we will have to review a whole range of disci
plinary procedures to meet the needs of our 
new functions to the public. We intend to 
train supervisory staff who would be principally 
concerned with administration and discipline 
in the lower rung of the ladder. More 
positively, we will review a method of incentives 
designed to encourage a sense of greater 
awareness of social responsibility where it is 
now lacking. Recently, as a result of certain 
complaints which prove to have foundation, 
severe disciplinary measures were taken against 
the staff of a Sub-Post Office in the vicinity of 
Lagos. This proves beyond doubt that we 
recognise that our role is to serve the public. 
The public must also exercise its due responsi
bility to us, for courtesy begets courtesy . 
Nothing can be achieved in our endeavours 
unless the general public owes it a duty to be, 
in turn, polite and courteous to the officers of 
the public service with whom they deal. 
Frivolous and unsubstantiated accusations can 
only do more harm than good, and I urge it 
upon hon. Members to take initiative in this 
field. 
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In referring to our work for the year which 
has just ended, by far our most impressive 
achievement was the completion of a microwave 
trunk system between Lagos and Ibadan. As 
explained in my speech last year, it is the 
Government's aim to convert the initial trunk 
telephone system from V.H.F. radio system to 
U.H.F., which is a very modern technique, 
providing a much greater trunk capacity than 
can be achieved under the present V.H.F. 
system. When you recall that the introduction 
of V.H.F. system resulted in an increase of 
520 per cent in the trunk channel miles since 
its introduction in 1955, the advantages to be 
gained from the new system are obvious. 
I had, in pursuance of Government policy, also 
introduced V.H.F. trunk system between 
Ibadan and Benin-Enugu ; Enugu-Lokoja
Minna-Kaduna; Ibadan-Ilorin-Kaduna; Aba
Calabar with an extension to Buea in the 
Camerouns; Aha-Port Harcourt, and Jos
Bauchi. 

The M4tister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Zanna the hon. Bukar Dipcharima) : 
What about Maiduguri ? 

The Minister of Communications : J os
Bauchi covers Maiduguri. 

In the coming year the Bauchi-Gombe 
section of the Jos-Yola V.H.F. system will be 
completed. I intend also in the coming 
year to introduce a new switching system for 
all the new Exchanges so that trunk calls can 
be connected by dialling without the interven
tion of an operator. This switching equip
ment will be of a new type known as "the 
cross-bar" which allows an immediate inter
connection of trunk lines and provides for 
complete calls by an alternative route if there 
is a breakdown in the normal channel. 

There are nineteen working Telex installations 
and eight more will shortly be added. I am 
giving priority to the provision of Telex 
facilities for the commercial and industrial 
concerns. 

Thus, it will be seen that in matters of the 
provision of telephone and telegraph facilities, 
the country as a whole has been evenly 
provided, without any disadvantage to any 
part. 

Before I leave the subject of telecommuni
cation development, hon. Members are aw~re 
that it has been my avowed intention to bridge 
the immediate gap between the existing 
facilities and public need, due to time lag in 
our planning, by providing for an interim 
relief scheme estimated at £668,000. Relief 
measures in the Lagos, Apapa, Ebute Metta, 
and Ikeja areas have already commenced and, 
at the end of it, I hope that 500 waiting appli
cants in these areas will be given service. In 
Port Harcourt, which is another rapidly 
developing industrial area, a 1500-line refief 
manual Exchange is being installed and will 
be commissioned in May. As soon as funds 
are available, which is not at too distant a 
future, limited relief schemes will be carried 
out in all those centres throughout the Federa
tion where there is any reported congestion. 
Our plan is to provide for emergency and 
short-term needs as well as for long-term. 

We all, while providing relief schemes, 
endeavour to bring up stricter economy.in the 
use of telephones by Government officers. I 
have already made it clear to this House of the 
need to reduce current expenditure in this 
connection. The cost of the use of Govern
ment telephones has been rising very rapidly 
in the past few years as the range of Govern
ment activities expands, and it is estimated that 

Altogether, sixty-four new trunk circuits the Federal Government expenditure has run 
were provided last year, and additional seventy up to a rate of £600,000 per annum. Economy 
circuits will be provided in the current financial measures which I have taken in the past have 
year. Seven new Exchanges were opened in only been partially successful, but I am 
the course of the year and five existing Ex- determined to find new methods so as to 
changes were converted from manual to achieve a success. The use of official tele
automatic. 5,114 telephones were added to phones in offices by civil servants on private 
the system and 5,500 more will be provided business has probably accounted for a sum of 
this year. The actual number of telephones £50,000 per annum of the total of £600,000 
to be installed will gain momentum when our involved in Government business. Henceforth 
development will be in full swing in two therefore, I intend that telephones should be 
years' time. Considerable progress has been installed in the houses of civil servants ·only if 
made in the provision of Telex facilities. they are prepared to meet all the expenses 
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(THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS] A\\-ka, and Ijebu-Ode. Altogether 13 new 
involved. Charges would be made for any Post Offices, of which 6 will replace the existing 
external trunk calls made by civil servants from Post. Office buildings, will be completed. 
telephones installed in their residences at public We mtend to build 46 new Sub-Post Offices 
expense. It will henceforth become increas- and 50 new Postal Agencies in 1963-64. For 
ingly more difficult for civil servants in Govern- this entire scheme, due regard will be paid to 
ment quarters to have the privilege of free geographical location and the special needs of 
t~lephones except under very exceptional ot~~rs to ensure even growth tempered with 
c1rcumstances. I intend to examine a form of utility and economy. I have reduced the 
rationing system if all my latest efforts should conversion units of a Postal Agency to a Sub
fail. Post Office from 24,000 to 18,000. The effect 

I am happy to inform this House that early 
this year Nigerian External Communications 
Limited, a company in which the Government 
of the Federation has a greater share, has 
taken over the responsibility for Nigerian 
Internal telecommunication services which was 
formerly carried out by Messrs Cable and 
Wireless Limited. It is my intention to give 
guide to this new Company, in the light of 
Government external communication policy. 
We are, in furtherance of Government policy, 
examining the expansion and improvement of 
telecommunications services with the neigh
bouring African countries and preliminary 
discussions have already been held with the 
Governments of Dahomey, Togo, Cameroun 
Republic, Liberia, Niger and the Congo. I 
believe that in the not too distant future, the 
whole of West Mrica and the outside world will 
be more closely linked in matters of telecom
munications. Despite the occasional break
down through natural phenomena, our external 
and internal telecommunication systems have 
worked very well. 

Similarly, the postal services continue to 
show great improvement. New Post Offices 
were opened at Lafia and Ibusa. Special type 
Post Office buildings were completed at Kano 
and Zaria, and that of Apapa will shortly be 
opened. Sub-Post Offices were built at 
Idanre, Ejigbo, Egborede, Umunede, Oji River, 
Mbieri, Okpala, Ajeromi, Asaba Cable Point, 
Eku, and Mbaitoli. 51 new Postal Agencies 
were opened and Savings Bank facilities were 
extended to 14 Agencies. Five special postage 
stamps issues were made during the year. 
Direct mail services were introduced to seven 
countries outside this country and internal 
mail services were further improved. By the 
coming year, the new Post Office building at 
Bende, Apapa, Jos Town, Jos North, Akure and 
Lokoja would have been completed. Moder
nisation will reach Maiduguri, Sapele, Uromi, 

of this new policy which will shortly be 
published as a Sessional Paper would result 
in the further rapid increase in the number of 
Postal Agencies and Post Offices for the next 
five to six years. 

In touching the question of Post Offices and 
Postal Agencies, I should refer to what I know 
to be in the heart of most hon. Members. 
This concerns the provision of better and more 
saving facilities in the rural areas through the 
agency of Post Offices. Frankly, we have not 
achieved development in this field, with the 
result that instead of its being a powerful 
influence it had tended to act as an impediment. 
Our difficulties here are numerous amongst 
which was the difficulty of identification on 
and of rapid transaction of business and of 
lack of liquid funds in rural Post Offices to 
meet the day-to-day transaction. I have 
intrcduced new reforms recently by the intro-
duction of photography as a means of identifica
tion, and investigation is going on as to the 
best means of safeguarding and making 
available liquid funds in rural areas. 1 have 
no doubt in my mind that shortly the small 
savers would be able to make their full con
tribution to the development programme. 

The development which has been achieved 
in the past year, and is still to be achieved in 
the coming year in our external and internal 
telecommunications and postal services, can 
only continue with momentum, and with the 
least waste, if we have a well-integrated national 
plan to ensure the provision of services at the 
least cost in time and money. Last year, 
I informed this House that I would seek the 
assistance of International Telecommunica
tions Consultants in the preparation of such 
a detailed plan . 

I am glad to inform this House that, through 
the auspices of the United States Government, 
we have obtained the services of such a consult
ing body of international repute. Here I will 
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say, quite frankly, that we have sought and within one year, with the proviso that such a 
obtained the services of only the best. The gift can only be at a price. If we charge 
consultants, of whom there are eighteen in more for postages, telephones and telegrams, 
number, will shortly be arriving to draw up we can give every Division what it wants. 
the technical plans and specifications for our The Government policy, however, is to provide 
development programme. The plan will go these essential services at a reasonable price. 
beyond the bounds covered by the present Therefore, a proper balance must be struck. 
programme and will go into the futute as far as It is no use saying that in our plan a large sum 
the human eyes can see. TJ:-.e past mistakes will be spent in the larger industrial centres 
which created haphazardous and ad hoc and very little in the rural areas since expendi
planning will not be repeated. The supply ture in commercial towns cover their cost 
must catch up with the demand in the provision and in some cases produce profit. What is 
of postal and telecommunications facilities . more important, the services are paid for by 
The unity of this country must become a foreign and indigenous firms, mostly foreign 
reality indeed t)lrough the constant touch of the firms, which means that the nature of the 
minds of the people at all hours. services are such that they bring in more 

At the same time that we are concerned 
with the drawing up of a rational and national 
plan, we have, as I have already informed this 
House we could do, advanced our administra
tive proposals for the reorganisation of the 
Ministry from the dead-weight of Government 
machinery to a quasi commercial venture that 
is able to withstand its own. 

Some months ago, I made my views known 
in an article entitled "A Commercial Policy 
for Nigerian Postal and Telecommunications 
Services" in the Nigerian Trade Journal. I 
hope that when opportunity presents itself, 
and when all the difficulties have been resolved, 
I will be able to produce a White Paper. As 
a first step towards the realising of our ultimate 
goal, I have engaged another consulting body 
of international repute. A preliminary report 
has been submitted and, shortly, the final 
report will be proceeded with, and by next 
year the implementation of the report will 
begin. 

I must, however, correct a possible mis
conception in this connection. The Govern
ment will never ignore the under-developed 
areas of the country. (Hear, hear). On the 
contrary, it is our intention to increase further 
services in the rural areas, and believe me, 
Sir, if hon. Members travel as much as some 
of us do, they will realise that the rural areas, 
even to-day, are not neglected in a state of 
strict economy. Our aim is to evolve a 
system which is a compromise between social 
demand and commercial reality. I have no 
doubt in my mind that I can give all the 
postal and telecommunications services re
quired by every hon .. Member in this House 

money into the country. The provision of 
some services in rural areas is a constant 
drain on the public revenue. Therefore, if 
we do not wish to pay more than we are now 
doing for these services, enough profit must 
be made from industrial and commercial 
centres to subsidize the supply of these services 
to the rural areas. The provision of social 
services at the rural centres must depend on 
the extension or provision of improved methods 
in the industrial and commercial centres. The 
progress in both are one and the same thing. 

In furtherance of our aim to reduce govern
ment expenditure, I informed this honourable 
House last year that I would do everything 
possible to bring the various maintenance 
contracts which are costing well over half-a
million pounds every year to an end in 1962 
and 1964. The General Electric Company's 
maintenance for automatic exchanges in Lagos 
area expired in May 1962; and since that date 
the staff of the Posts and Telegraphs Division 
have performed all the maintenance work in 
these exchanges. The training of technical 
officers is still given the highest priority and we 
now have fifty-eight trainees in the Universities 
and Technical Colleges overseas. With the 
constant difficulties of filling several technical 
posts, we must continue to train our own 
people. For the interim period, we . seek 
technical assistance from all over the world. 
Most of the top posts in the Posts and Tele
graphs Division have now been filled by 
Nigerians, who now make up 82 per cent of 
the total staff as compared to 51 per cent three 
years ago. 

An hon. Member : 
(Laughter). 

That is enough now ! 
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The ]ldinister of Communications : So, 
the hon. Member does not want me to finish ? 

Several hon. Members: Go ahead, good 
Minister. 

The Minister of Communications : Be
fore I sum up, I will make a brief reference 
to the Meteorological Division and the Project 
Syncom about which certain things have been 

. said. I believe that the hon. Member for Uyo 
South-West (Mr Brown) who sometime ago 
criticised the work of the Meteorological 
Division on the 1st of April, 1963 for wrong 
weather reporting, said that while there was a 
heavy rainfall in his house at Uyo, the whole 
of the Eastern Region was reported as having 
a fair weather. With due respect to the hon. 
Member, it is not unusual that it should be 
raining "cats and dogs" at Ikoyi, while Lagos 
mainland enjoys excellent weather. Weather 
reporting is based on the laws of the average 
and it is never meant to be a fool-proof forecast 
of what happens in every square mile of the 
earth. The Meteorological Division has become 
"a forgotten one", and this is due to the 
technical nature of its work. The work of 
the Division is nonetheless progressing with 
speed. It supplies weather reports to Regional 
Governments for the purpose of agricultural 
development, to the Nigerian Airways, and to 
numerous bodies throughout the world for 
industrial and agricultural purposes. Our 
Universities are seeking information from it for 
their own work. The Meteorological Training 
Centre at Oshodi will be expanded for the 
benefit of other West African countries. Our 
delegation to the Congress of the World 
Meteorological Organisation is now in Geneva. 
The Division is now headed by a Nigerian 

· Director. (Applause). 

In. regard to Project Syncom, mcst hun. 
· Members are already aware of the fact that I 
·wa.S·. asked by my Government to visit the 

~ .United States of America personally V~<ith a 
team of scientists and engineers to discuss the 
possibility of this country's participation, the 
purpose of which is to investigate the feasibility 
of improving long distance telecommunications 
by means of satellites. ·The Federal Govern
ment took the greatest care to investigate the 
project and satisfy itself that this country may 
participate· with a clear conscience, and I have 
little do1,1bt that with the coming together · 

of the Governments of the U.S.A. and the 
U .S.S.R. recently in the peaceful use of outer 
space, a way is laid open for this country 
to keep in step with the progress which may be 
made by the great powers in this field. 

An hon. Member : Will · the Minister go 
into space to perform his own experiment ? 

The Minister of Communications : Yes. 
If I may sum up. With the progress made in 
the past and also to be made in the corning year, 
it is that we will have more efficient service 
at no extra cost, more post offices and other 
postal facilities, and more and better telecom
munications facilities, internally and externally. 
We are aware of the difficulties we will face. 
These difficulties may be due to natural cala
mities human failings and finance. At pre
sent, work has been held back due to the 
difficulty of carrying out some part of our 
programme in the absence of an cverall 
national plan. 

I have no doubt at all in· my mind that, with 
the sympathy of this House, and with the 
support of my officers and other friends, we 
will go forward from strength to strength until 
we obtain a system which will be regarded 
as one of the world's best. 

Tl.ank you, Sir. 

Mr D. D. U. Okay lPort Harcourt) : I am 
happy to oontribute to the Debate on this 
Head of the Estimates. In · supporting the 
amount voted for this Ministrv, I want to 
remind the hon. Minister of Coffimunications 
about the poor conditic·n of telecommunication 
services in Port Harcourt area. 

During my contributon on the Second 
Reading of the Appropriation Bill I ·mentioned 
the condition of the Port Harcourt Post Office. 
I met the Minister personally in order to know 
what to do to improve the situation, especially 
the congestion that continues in Port Harcourt 
Post Office. Now that we are on his Head of 
the Estimates, I think the Minister will make 
a categorical statement on the Floor of this 
honourable House on when he intends to 
give Port Harcourt a modern Post Office.. I 
also said in my contribution on the Second 
Reading of the Appropriation Bill that a sub
post office should be provided at: mile 2 whicl1 
has a very thick· population. May I · remind 
the hon. Minister of Communications that 
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post offices or sub-post offices have been 
provided in less developed developed areas 
like-

An bon. Member : The Minister's consti
tuency. 

Mr Okay : I am obliged to the hon. Gentle
man; indeed the Minister's constituency. 

The Minister of Communications : As a 
matter of fact, I have installed no post office in 
my constituency. 

Mr Okay : Another very important point I 
wish to raise under this Head of the Estimates 
is the fact that many applicants for telephone 
services in Port Harcourt have not been 
served with telephones. We want to know 
what is delaying the Ministry. At the Corona
tion lay-vut which was opened in 1955 there 
is no telephone service. I thi11.K we need 
money to run these essential services. If the 
Telecommunications Division of the Ministry 
will install telephones there the people will pay 
for them. I am asking the hon. Minister to do 
the best he can to serve the people at Corona-
tion lay-out with telephone services. ; 

Another very important point which had 
been raised and which I want to elaborate upon 
is that there had been demands on the Floor of 
this House that every Federal constituency 
should have a post office. In the case of Port 
Harcourt, I am demanding from the hon. 
Minister that every lay-out in Port· Harcourt . 
should have a sub-Post office. 

I beg to support. 

Mr J. M. Damla (Pankshin West) : Although 
the Minister of Communications has just told 
this honourable House what he has done and 
what he proposes to do to improve the postal 
and telecominunication services in this country, 
I still have a few observations to make about the 
work of his Ministry. 

I have asked many Oral Questions in this 
honourable House about the provision of a post 
office for Gindiri and also appealed to the 
Minister to provide a post office for Gindiri, but 
no action has been taken up till now. The 
Minister has always told me that the unit of 

business transacted at this Post Office is still 
below the 24,000 units provided for in Sessional 
Paper No.4 of 1957. 

The Minister has, however, just told us that 
this unit of business is now going to be reduced 
to 18,000. I will once again appeal strongly to 
the Minister of Communications to let the unit 
of business be reduced to 15,000. The Mirus
ter of Communications should realise that about 
three-quarters of the Members of this House 
come from the rural areas and it is only by 
giving these people post offices or sub-post 
offices and other amenities provided by the 
Federal Government that they can feel the 
existence of the Federal Government. The 
people of the rural areas are--

The Chairman: Order, order ! So much 
has been said about rural areas and communi
cations, the Minister himself has made a state
ment about it. I think we had. better desist 
from that tedious line of argument. " 

Some bon. Members : No, no. 

The Chairman : I am not ·saying that hon. 
Members should not make straight forward 
points in putting forward the case of their 
constituencies but, certainly, to start reminding 
us all over again about rurality, I think, is going 
a bit too far afield. . 

Mr Damla : Thank you, Mr Chairman. 
All I am saying is that more post offices should 
be provided for the rural areas and the unit 
of business qualifying a postal agency for 
conversion to a sub-post office ·shoulq be 
reduced to 15,000 units. When the people 
of our constituencies ask us about the provision 
of post offices what are we going to tell them ? 
I am strongly supporting the point raised on the 
Floor of this honourable House that a sub
post office should be provided for every 
Federal constituency in this country. 

I support this Head of the Estimates. 

Mr D. K. Aihonsu (Egbado South): 
Several hon. Members have criticised. 'the 
Minister of Communications and alleged 
that since he assumed office he has never 
done anything for their constituenc-ies. My 
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own remark is quite different. I agree that 
he has done something but I will put it to him 
that he has discriminated against my con
stituency Egbado South. Each time I put 
a question to him here he will put it back 
to me that the amount of business transacted is 
not up to the capacity for granting us a post 
office. 

I know the reason why he is doing this, 
it is because my people have no faith in 
the N .C.N.C. Hon. Members should please 
imagine a constituency comprising of three 
District Council areas and with over 250,000 
people not having a single post office ! Each 
time we approach him the answer he gives us 
is that they will do it next year ; every year 
he puts the date at "next year". I remember 
when some Councillors came from Ado Odo 
District area to interview him. Immediately 
those people left his office, he started telling 
a friend who was near him then that those 
people came from an Action Group dominated 
area and as a result of that he would not grant 
them anything. 

I would ask the Minister to copy the Prime 
Minister who is a God-fearing man. 

In addition to this I would also appeal to him 
to see that telephone services are extended 
to the five Local Government Council Head
quarters in Egbado Division-Ipokia, Aiye
.toro, Ado Odo, Oke Odan and Ilaro. 

Finally, I would also appeal to the Minister 
to pay closer attention to the telephone 

. operators. An incident occurred about two 
. weeks ago. I rang up the telephone exchange 
and .asked an operator to give me a telephone 
number. She rang back and gave me a 
wr,ong number. I did not know at first that 
it was a wrong number until when I dialled the 
number given me and the answer came that it 
was a wrong number. Then I telephoned 
back to her and she told me that she had 
given me the number I asked for and that if 
I was not satisfied there was nothing else she 
could do. What I am saying is that she has not 
gqt the qualities of a telephone operator and 
something should be done about this type of 
thing. 

I beg to support. 

5.43 p.m. 

MrS. D. Lar (Lowland East) : I will begin 
my contribution by saying that the Post 
Office Division of the Ministry of Comm~nica
tions needs to be overhauled. The people in 
the post office counters are always very rude 
to the public. I would like the Minister to tell 
them that they are there to serve the puhlic and 
in serving them they should not be rude to 
them. This is not applicable to the staff on 
the post office counters only but also to the 
telephone operators. Sometimes it takes one 
about a quarter of an hour to get a reply from 
an operator. I think that is too bad. We 
need efficiency in that Division of the Ministry. 

Lowland Division is second to none in size 
in the Plateau Province. I t is surprising that 
up till now there is no post office there. There 
must be a post office in the Lowland Division. 
There should also be telephone facilities. 

.An );lon. Member : How many people are 
there in that Division ? 

. Mr Lar : There are . well over 400,000 
people living in the Lowland Division. 

May I appeal to the Minister of Communi
cations to see that postal services including 
telephones are provided as a matter of urgency 
in the Lowland Division. Distang, Shendam, 
Langtang and Wase are the principal towns in 
the Plateau Province. We also want post 
offices and telephone facilities in these places. 

I beg to suppmt . 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): About 99.9 
per cent of hon. Members who come from the 
rural areas are now a little bit consoled. 

Mr A. 0. 0. Ogunsanya : On a point of 
information, Orlu Division is not rural. 

Dr Nzeribe : We are now consoled having 
heard the promises made by the hon. Minister 
of Communications who is listening to me now 
as I make my comments, particularly when he 
said, or rather promised, that over £1 million 
had been budgetted for the improvement of 
telecommunication facilities, with emphasis on 
the rural areas. 

(756) 



1483 [Appropriation (1963-64) 

Federal Parliament Debates 

17 APRIL 1963 Bill : Committee] 1484 

I want to remind the hon. Minister of 
Communications that his problem is not just 
the importation of expensive machines. His 
problem is mainly the human element in his 
Ministry and not on importing complicated 
machinery from all over the world ; not on 
attending conferences and so on, but on the 
improvement of the human element in the 
Ministry of Communications. I am serious 
about this matter because, even though the 
Minister has promised that the public relations 
are going to be improved, I want to remind him 
that there is tremendous amount of work left 
for him to do particularly in regard to public 
relations of his Ministry. 

Those boys are basically very rude, particu
larly in the rural areas where they feel that they 
are the most enlightened people · among the 
illiterates. They are extremely sulky, stubborn, 
stiff-necked and arrogant. Although it is 
unfair to discuss the conduct of a civil servant 
on the Floor of this House yet many Members 
from Orlu Division witnessed what happened 
about three months ago when I was personally 
insulted by a counter clerk. When I protested 
to the Headquarters the matter was treated 
nonchalantly. 

Incidents like this occur everywhere. I 
would appreciate it very highly if the Minister 
himself would undertake to arrange to train a 
corps of public relations officers who will also 
go round to train the lower cadre of the workers 
in the Ministry of Communications. 

The other point I want to make is this. 
While the Minister has promised that a sum of 
over £1 million will be spent in the reconstruc
tion of post offices and postal facilities in the 
rural areas, I want to emphasize that what we 
from the rural areas want is not buildings. 
Personally I am not interested in building per se. 
What we want are facilities. We do not want 
bogus buildings, void of efficient workers, 
facilities, money orders and postal orders. 
We do not want monuments; we want facilities 
because a post office is known by the quality of 
the staff who work in it and the facilities it 
provides. 

There is yet another thing I want to remind 
the Minister of. There is no sense in spending 

£5,000 of Government money in building a 
house in the rural areas. If the people 
themselves can put up a building ; kt them go 
ahead. After all, that is a test of the people's 
desire for a po'>t office. The Minister s.hould 
say that th<" first area to put up a buidling 
under Government's supetvision wo.uld have 
the facilities. If this is not done, my fear 
is that political considerations will override 
economic considerations. Unless their willing
ness, e:x;pressed in terms of providing initial 
funds, or blocks, or land, or some of the 
labour is met now, political considerations may 
override economic and social needs, and if that 
is done, the areas which do not have people here 
in the House may lose. 

I am, therefore, advising the Minister again 
to take into consideration the people's willing
ness and ability to provide part of the cost of the 
building; and finally, I want to say that while 
we from the rural areas have been promised · 
this bonanza of a postal facility, we cannot keep 
on waiting indefinitely. Give us daily mail now 

In my own constituency, for example, 
Awomama, Orlu West constituency, with a 
great number of secondary schools, hospital 
staff, County Council offices, and many other 
development projects, still we have no tele
phone facilities. The patience of my people 
is being tasked to a breaking point, and, I 
hope that Orlu West constituency will be 
placed on priority list No. 1. 

Once this is done, there will be peace, there 
will be concord, and my people will keep on 
supporting the Government. 

Mr W. o: Briggs (Degema) : My hon. 
Friend is saying that if this is done, there 
will be peace and concord, inferring that 
there will be no peace and concord if that is 
not done, and that is treasonable. felony. 

The Chairman : It may well be that the 
Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) is an expert 
on that subject. 

Dr Nzeribe : Mr Briggs is now so expert 
in the field of felony a~d treason -that he sees 
nothing but felony in everything. 
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While we support the vigour and energy 

with which the Minister has proposed his work 
for the ensuing year, we will ask him to take us 
into confidence and hold consultations with 
those of us who live in the rural areas, who 
wear the shoes and who know \\>here the shoes 
pinch. We will give every co-operation, but 
we hope also that he will take us into confidence. 

Thank you. 

Mr S. 0. Fajinmi (Iwo West) : I thank the 
Chairman for giving me this opportunity to 
speak on this Head. I want to make certain 
observations in connection \\>ith the poor postal 
and telephone services in Iwo district, Osbun 
Division. For instance, in towns like Olu
ponna, Ogbagba, Kuta and Bode, if a letter is 
posted to you from Lagos, you may not
(Interruption ). 

An hon. Member : To me ? 

Mr Fajinmi : Yes, and in fact everybody 
over there. 

· The Chairman : Members who do not 
address their remarks to the Chairman may 
not find it easy to catch the Chairman's eyes. 
But I think it was only this morning that we 
asked an bon. Member to withdraw an un
pleasant remark such as the hon. Member has 
just made. I hope he will be kind enough to 
withdraw it. 

Mr Fajinmi : I withdraw it. 

One may not get such a letter until about 
a week or more. The reason for this is that in 
the places mentioned, · there are no post offices 
through which people could get their · letters. 
They might have to travel almost nine to ten 
miles before they get these letters, and at times, 
if one wants. to. post a letter-(Interruption). 
Although these places are very large towns
in population and size--there are no postal 
agencies in these places, no telephones, and 
the people have to go long distances to transact 
their businesses .. People living in these places 
still have to . travel all the way .from Bode, 

to Iwo. This situation requires the Minister's 
attention, and the earlier he looks into it, the 
better. 

I therefore appeal to the Minister to consider 
without delay the question of opening more 
postal agencies in those places. 

I would also like to mention that there is a 
place-

Mr A. Ogunsanya : On a point of order, 
Sir, the bon. Member is reading and I have 
respect for the truth. 

The Chairman : Order, order ! I think 
the bon. Member is merely making references 
to his notes. He is merely doing what others 
have been doing. 

An hon. Member : The Member for 
Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya) is not being kind to 
the bon. Gentleman. 

The Chairman : Leave the Chair to 
judge the kindness of Members. 

Mr Fajinmi : There is a great need for the 
extension of telephone services to Oluponna 
and Ile Igbo, judging from their distances 
from Iwo township itself, and also considering 
their size and population. The Minister 
himself will realise that the time for the 
expansion of telephones services to these 
places is overdue. Oluponna for instance is 
about one and a half miles to I wo and I see 
no reason why the Minister should not link 
the telephone in Iwo together with it so that 
almost the ten thousand people living in these 
places can transact postal business. · 

There is no reason also why Ile Igbo should 
not have a telephone exchange of its own. 
Ile Igbo which is about the second largest 
town in I wo, with a population of about fifty 
thousand-

The Chairman : It is now six o'clock. 
Sitting is suspended till nine o'clock. 

for instance, which is about nine . miles <tway, . . · Sitting .suspended :6 p.m. 
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Sitting resumed : 9 p.m. 

Mr Fajinmi: I was about to speak on Iwo 
Post Office before the House rose at six o'clock. 
At I wo the postman delivers letters to people 
at about 4 p.m. and I am asking that this 
appalling condition should be looked into as 
soon as possible. I also ask the Minister of 
Communications to see to the general improve
ment of postal services in Iwo Post Office. 

If the Post Office is short of adequate staff, 
arrangement ought to be made to employ 
more hands in order to enable the entire people 
of I wo to enjoy efficient postal services. 

There is a direct automatic telephone 
exchange from I wo to Lagos, but there is none 
from Lagos to Iwo. Will the hon. Minister 
kindly help us out in this. 

An hon. Member : The hon. Minister of 
Communications is not present yet. 

Mr Fajinmi : I am aware of that and I only 
hope he will read it in the Hansard, and come 
to the aid of my people. 

Before concluding my speech I would like 
the hon. Minister of Communications to 
establish postal agencies in Ogbagba, Osigboda 
and Asa in Iwo District, Osbun Division. 

I beg to support. 

Alhaji Haruna W. Daji (Daura West): In 
supporting this Head of expenditure for the 
Ministry of Communications I wish to take 
this opportunity to thank the Federal Govern
ment, particularly the Ministry of Communica
tions, for the efforts being made to extend 
telecommunication services throughout the 
Federation. 

During the colonial days, it was only the 
Federal and Regional capitals, together with 
some few urban cities, that were enjoying 
telecommunication services ; but now the 
Federal Government has started to extend the 
services to almost everywhere in the rural 
areas. 

We quite appreciate the progress so far made 
by the Ministry of Communications, both in 
the development of urban and rural areas, 
since we attained our independence. This is 
evidenced by the fact that the Government has 
by means of_ improved telecommunication 

facilities, started to connect some of the 
administrative headquarters in the interiors. 
It is also gratifying to note that the Ministry 
is now proposing to convert some of the . 
sub-post offices into full-standard post office:>·· 

In this respect I should like to remind the 
hon. Minister about our request that Daur'a 
postal agency should be converted into a 
standard post office, and it is my earnest 
hope that this request will be placed in th~ 
priority list. 

I beg to support. 

Mr U. 0. Ayeni (Afenmai North West) : 
There are just two aspects to which I would 
like to call the attention of the Minister of 
Communications in supporting this Head. 

The first is that, as I said during the Second 
Reading of the Appropriation Bill, the Ministry 
of Communications seems to wash its hands 
clean of letters when they leave, say, the bigger 
post offices for the postal agencies·. ·· The 
difficulty is that as soon as letters reach the 
postal agencies they are delivered by mail 
runners to the people to whom these letters· are 
addressed. These mail runners are not paid 
by the Ministry of Communications but by 
the local communities, or in some cases, by the 
local councils. 

The payment brings a heavy burden on the 
local government councils, particularly those in 
the Western Region. I think it will be a fair 
deal on the part of people who write and 
receive letters if their letters get to their 
destinations in good time. If the hon. Minister 
will take over the payment of wages to these . 
mail ru~ers-

Mr P. E. Ekanem : On a point of order, I 
just want to bring to the notice of the House 
that we are dealing with Head 25-Ministry of 
Communications, and the hon. Minister should . 
explain why he is late in corning. 

The Chairman : He is just one minute l~te · 
after all. · .. · 

Mr Ayeni : As I was saying, the Minister of 
Communications should put these· mail runners 
on his Ministry's pay list and pay .them for 
delivering letters. · 

The other point is that I have not seen any 
reason why we still use the British postal orders. 
I thought that by now we should be able to 
print Nigerian postal orders. I do not know 
w~o takes the commis.sions for the prin_ting of 
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the postal orders we buy, but if the commissions 
go to Britain, I think the Minister should think 
of printing something so that the commissions 
paid will go into the revenue of this country. 
At the moment, we still buy British postal 
orders and I do not see any reason why this 
3hould continue. 

Another thing is that I do not know the 
interpretation we always give here to the phrase 
"as soon as possible". Whenever any Member 
asks for, say, a post office to be built in his area, 
the reply is always that it will be provided as 
soon as possible. It is never soon and it is 
never possible. There is always a ready answer 
to every question about a post office, namely 
that it is in the 1962-68 Development Pro
gramme. 

I think the Minister should give priority 
to those postal agencies that were promised 
up-grading in the 1955-62 Development Pro
gramme so as to up-grade them, particularly 
the postal agency in Ora, my home place. The 
idea is that as far back as 1954 the Government 
decided to take it over, but up till now the 
reply is always "as soon as funds are available". 
If the funds are not available, the Minister of 
Communications should have consultations 
with the Minister of Finance and his other 
Cabinet colleagues so that money can be made 
available for the building of post offices. 

I beg to support. 

Mr J. U .. Odey (Ogoja East) : The Minister · 
of Communications spoke this afternoon and 
he did not seem to have satisfied us very much· 
because he said it would take another two 
years before some of the things in the Develop
ment Programme as far as the Ministry of 
Communications is concerned will take real 
effect. That will mean then that the prepara
tion alone will take half the period of the 
Programme. Plans are just being made even 
about this time. 

As I say this, I have in mind certain promises 
that were made which are almost ten years old 
and up till now they have not been fulfilled. 
There are places things were promised in the 
former Development Plan. According to what 
the Minister said in the Sessional Paper No. 4 
of 1957, all divisional headquarters were 
supposed to be supplied with telephone faci
lities. There are quite a number of divisions, 
including Obudu my own division for example, 

which is a frontier division at that, which have 
not yet been supplied with telephone facilities. 

The Minister happened to have visited that 
place some few years ago and he himself 
renewed the promise, but till now the promise 
has not been fulfilled and the people are very 
much dis<~ppointed because this same Minister 
made the promise to the people himself. The 
people are prepared to pay for the service 
and they are very much disappointed that the 
service has not been supplied to them. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh): On a point of order, the 
Minister of Defence is late and I want his . 
salny to be reduced by £10. 

The Chairman : Surely, he is a little bit 
earlier than he should have been. 

Mr Odey : The place has many Govern
ment Departments, the Police, the Prison 
Department, a number of schools, big hospitals 
and they want to be in communication with the 
outside world. One can, therefore, under
stand their disappointment as from year to 
year they do not see anything being done. A 
telephone office was opened at Ogoja. The 
people thought the extension would require 
just a very short distance and that they would 
be supplied, but up till now the service has not 
been extended to them. 

The post office at Obudu is very poorly 
staffed. The Postmaster there is the only 
qualified man. He does everything, he sells 
stamps, postal orders, he receives mails and so 
on. I think he deserves more hands to get 
the work there done efficiently. 

I beg to support. 

Mr 0. J. Eminue (Eket East): I have just a 
few remarks to make on this Head of Communi
cations. Last year on the Floor of this House, 
many hon. Members condemned the lazy, 
discourteous attitude of the workers in the 
post offices and I think the Minister of Com
munications did promise that the situation 
would improve. Up till this time there has 
been no imporvement in the way workers in 
the post offices are conducting their businesses. 

I do not know how long it can take a letter to 
travel from Lagos here to, say, my constituency, 
a place not up to 600 miles. When we arrived 
here for the present Budget Session, I posted a 
letter on the 27th of March to a person in my 
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constituency and up to the 9th of April, that 
letter was not received. Worse still, a telegram 
takes a longer time to travel in the country 
than an ordinary letter. If one wants one's 
telegram to reach a place one sent it to, then it 
means one has to make it a priority telegram, 
that is, one has to pay double. 

If one goes to most of our post offices, one 
finds that the clerks in the counter are engaged 
in conversation, in filling football coupons, or 
reading newspapers during the official time 
they should be doing their work. I think the 
Minister of Communications should give a 
guarantee to this House that some of these 
things will be remedied in the post offices. 

I want to draw the attention of the Minister 
of Communications to this important point. 
In most of our schools and colleges, some of 
those primary lessons to be conducted in 
Geography are on weather observation, the 
taking of weather records, measuring the 
temperature, measuring the rain falls. Many 
a time headmasters of schools go to purchase 
implements like the rain gauge, the barometer 
and the thermometer from shops and many a 
time they are referred to the Meteorological 
Department in Lagos. On many occasions 
when they apply to the Meteorological Depart
ment, they are told that preference is given to 
such and such a place and that they are keeping 
the weather records for the whole area. I 
think this has a great deal of bearing on the 
schools. 

The schools are quite prepared to buy these 
apparatuses for the purpose of giving lesson~ on 
weather observation. I feel that the Minister 
of Communications should ensure that these 
apparatuses are stored by the Meteorological 
Department to be sold out to schools without 
difficulty, or given out to them freely. 

I think I have to congratulate the Minister of 
Communications for nationalising what was 
formerly the Cable and Wireless and now 
becomes the Nigerian Internal Telecommunica
tion Services. I think this is the only avenue 
through which news is sent out from the 
country to the outside world and I believe the 
Ministry of Communications will see that 
there is all amount of security in this depart
ment. 

I appeal to the Minister of Communications 
that the two postal agencies in my constituency, 
that is, the Eyubia postal agency and the Okobo 

(761) 

postal agency should be included in his develop
ment programmfl to be transformed into sub
post offices and that the main post office at 
Oron should be supplied with automatic 
telephone exchange. 

I beg to support. 

M. Garba, Turakin Paiko (Minna South): 
I rise to support the Estimates under this 
particular Head. I quite appreciate the work 
done in this Ministry and I would like to say 
that quite a lot has been achieved under this 
particular Head. I am therefore appealing to 
the Minister of Communications and to bring 
to his knowledge that during the opening 
ceremony of the automatic telephone exchange 
in Kano, no hon. Member from the Federal 
House was invited and in fact I quite remember 
that only one Member was invited but I do not 
know on what ground. As a result, so many 
people complained but it was difficult to answer 
questions put to me. Only Alhaji Aminu 
Kano was invited and I shall be grateful if the 
Minister of Communications would make a 
categorical statement in this respect. 

Another point is that all the rural areas in the 
Kano Province experience great difficulty in 
posting letters. So, if sub-post offices could 
be established in some of the remote areas we 
shall appreciate it. I would also like to appeal 
to the Minister to open up post offices in 
Hadejia, Kazarue, Gumel and some other 
places adjacent to these places already men
tioned ; places like Goram in Kano Province 
and Birnin Kebbi. 

Sometime ago I brought it to the notice of the 
Minister of Communications that a lot would 
be achieved if post offices were opened in . 
these places but it all ended in vain. I shall 
be grateful if the Minister will look into this 
and give very careful consideration to this 
matter. 

I beg to support. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem : On a point of order, 
Mr Chairman, section 28 (3) of the Standing 
Order says :-

Members shall not read newspapers in their 
places and shall only read such books and 
letters as may be connected with the business 
under debate. 

A Minister is reading a book which is very 
much unconnected with the subject of the 
debate. He should be asked to quote the title 
of the book. 
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The Chairman : I have see!) him reading a One other point the Minister made \\<as his 
book but I do not know whether it is connected intention to reduce the number of units from 
with this debate or not. Probably I will 24,000 t!fJ8,000 units. I think this reduction 
examine it. It is probably far away from the is still not enough. He should reduce the 
estimates. Will the Minister please put it units to 15,000. Referring to Sessional Paper 
away. No. 4 of 1957, I think that the idea of not 

M. Muhammed Ningi (Bauchi North 
West) : In supporting this Head I should like 
to mention one or two points. This Ministry 
is really doing well, but I feel that more 
efforts should be put into their work to· meet the 
requirements of the public. The reason why 
I say this is because it is very difficult for 
people to telephone either from Lagos to Kano 
or Kaduna or Sokoto because there is no 
direct line at all. 

Secondly, postal agencies are required in the 
rural areas. There is always delay in the dis
tribution of letters to those who are living in 
the remotest areas. I therefore appeal to the 
Minister to do all that he can to supply tele
coinmunications or direct lines throughout 
the Federation. More postal agencies are · 
required in the rural areas because people 
experience difficulties in getting letters posted 
to them. These people sometimes think the 
staff are not active. But that is not so. The 
reason is because many people live far away 
from post offices and postal agencies. Some 
live fifty or seventy miles away from post offices. 
So, I appeal to the Minister to take active steps. 

I beg to support. 

Mr E. A. Mordi (Asaba East) : I simply 
want to draw the attention of hon. Members 
to one or two points. I notice that when the 
Minister was making his speech he said that 
it is necessary that all postal facilities should 
be able to pay their way. I think this is not 
correct ; because in many countries postal 
facilities are not supposed to pay their way and 
I do not see any reason why Nigeria should 
b~ different. Even in the case of post offices, 
wheri people think of post offices in · the rural 
areas people say that only the rural areas which 
are able · to pay enough money to get post 
offices should be given post offices. It means 
that there will be no post offices in these rural 
areas at all. In Nigeria, there are many places 
too small to put up post offices and the Minister 
has up ·. to this time refused to recognise such 
places. 

providing a place with a postal agency which 
is about three or four miles from another 
postal agency is not fair. There are many 
villages, for example, in the Eastern Region 
which are about two or three miles apart and 
these places have a population of about ten 
thousand. By this standard set in the Sessional 
Paper No. 4 of 1957, it means that a place 
which has a population of about ten thousand 
and which is four miles from the other town 
of about ten thousand people will not have 
a postal agency. I think this is very unfair. 
The guiding principle should be how many 
people are going to be served by this facility 
that is provided rather than stating so cate
gorically or making the whole thing dependent 
upon distances. I think that is very wrong. 
I also feel that the 40,000 unit target for sub
post offices to be . converted to post offices is 
too much. In my opinion that should be 
reduced to about 30,000 units. 

An hon. Member : 25,000 units. 

Mr Mordi : If 25,000 units target is too 
small 30,000 units target would be a good 
average. There is one point I want the 
Minister to understand. The units of a sub
post office will not increase until that sub-post 
office is given a post office status. A postal 
agency is not supposed to transact money order 
and savings bank business. These are some 
of the things that increase the number of 
units of business. In effect, it will take as 
long as 15 years to be able to reach 24,000 
units. But we all want development in our 
different constituencies. 

I would like to say a word about the siting of 
amenities. It is my own view that even these . 
conditions which are laid down are not essen
tially observed by those who happen to be 
at the head of this Ministry. I do not mean 
to . be naughty but I cannot imagine how a 
place like Akure is far more important than 
Benin and so should have something like 
an automatic telephone exchange. If I may 
g0 a little further I want to know how places 
like Igbotako, or Okitipupa, are more qualified 
for automatic telephone exchanges. Well, I 
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do not mean to pull anybody's leg. The Finally, I think that more money can be 
present Minisrer may be following in the saved by the Ministry when it awards contracts 
footsteps of those who held that portfolio for post office buildings. There are many 
before him but what I am trying to say is that buildings which are supposed to have been put 
when amenities are to be sited, and w~ have up at £10,000 when, in fact, they should have 
conditions determining this siting, it is neces- been built for something less. The Minister's 
sary that these conditions are fulfilled. vigilance is required in such matters so that 

I want to say also that on this question of 
siting there is too much consideration for 
towns already oversupplied with amenities. 
In Lagos here if one walks along any of the 
streets one will find that almost every other 
house has a postal agency. In one street one 
can find about 50 postal agencies. In fact, 
if one starts from the beginning of Apapa Road 
at Oyingbo to the end at the round-about 
one will get over 50 postal agencies. This 
means that areas with many post offices are 
still supplied with very many postal agencies, 
and yet there are thousands of towns and 
villages still clamouring for postal agencies. 

On this question of the Ministry of Com
munications I would like to say a few words 
about the inefficiency in the discharge of their 
duties. It is still true that in many places in 
this country if telegrams are dispatched they 
never reach thei.r destination in good time. 
If a man wants to inform his friend that he is 
coming to Lagos in two days' time, it always 
happens in this country that the man arrives 
in Lagos before the telegram. In most cases 
the telegram finally arrives in Lagos 22 days 
after dispatch. I regard that as gross in
efficiency. 

I also should like to say that members of 
the public suffer in the hands of some of the 
counter clerks. This requires the Minister's 
consideration. An hon. Member has sug
gested that a sort of supervisory corps should 
be trained to go out and train the officials of 
the Ministry who work in the provinces. I 
think that is a very good idea indeed. 

I would also like to say something about the 
Savings Bank. We have been clamouring in 
this Parliament about Government's savings 
campaign. Most of the postal agencies are 
good enough. When a postal agency is able 
to transact up to 15,000 units of business it 
should be allowed to provide Savings Bank 
facility so that those in the rural areas who have 
no opportunity of making use of commercial 
banks may take advantage of this. 

little money saved in that direction may be 
used in establishing many more postal agencies 
and post offices. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South) : Mr 
Chairman, Sir-

Mr J. K. de-Omomadia (Urhobo East) : 
on a point of order, I want to protest that the 
hon. Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) 
has spoken once. 

The Chairman : He has not spoken on 
this Head. After all a Member can speak on 
anything. 

Mr Ekanem : I rise-

M. Yusha'u A. Mohammed (Kubau Soba): 
I should be the first person to make an Amend
ment on that Head, but I was not called. I 
rose many times yet I was not called to speak. 

Mr T. 0. Oloyede (Ife-Ila): On a point of 
order, I wish to invite the attention of the 
House to Order 26 (9) which reads as follows : 

"A Member desiring to speak shall rise in 
his place and if called upon shall address his 
observations to Mr Speaker or the Chairman." 

The Chairman : The Member for Enyong 
South (Mr Ekanem) may continue to speak. 

Mr Ekanem : I thank you very much, Mr 
Chairman, for helping me to get out of the 
hands of those who did not want me to speak. 

There are a few points I would like to bring 
to the notice of the Minister of Communications. 
I also want to seize this opportunity to thank 
the Minister for what he has been able to do 
so far, but we feel that there is still room for 
improvement. 

I now want to deal with two sec.tions of the 
Ministry of Communications. The first is 
the Telegraph section and the second is the 
engineering section. I know that the Minister 
is not the cause of the delays in the despatch 
of telegrams and I also know that he is not the 
cause of delays to our letters. I think he has 
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[MREKANEM) 
inherited this situation from his predecessors, 
and what I would advise him to do is to try as 
far as possible, to use his Government's 
language, "to improve all the existing machines". 
Whatever amount of money voted for him 
should be used to replace these old machines 
which were bought from scrap dumped some
where in America or England. 

It is true that if there is any section of the 
Posts and Telegraphs which will not satisfy the 
public for some years to come, it is the tele
phone section. If there is any section with 
civil servants who are rude to the extreme, it is 
the telephone section. I have no apology to 
offer for this, and if I had had a stronger word 
than the word 'rudeness' I would have used it. 
We shall therefore be very grateful to the 
Minister if he can find a way to eliminate the 
rudeness of the members of this section of the 
Ministry. Most of the operators need training 
and I think any complaint coming from the 
members of the public to the Post Master of 
any Post Office about the rudeness of these 
operators should be viewed with all serious
ness. After all those of us who have installed 
telephones in our houses have not installed 
them so that they could be used as a medium 
to insult us, and I am sure that the Minister 
will be insulted one day by his rude operators. 

Next I want to deal with the wireless section. 
I associate myself entirely with my hon. 
Friend Mr Ememe, in thanking the Minister 
and the Government. Anything that will 
make for the security of this country must 
be encouraged and everything that needs to be 
kept secret by the Cabinet should be treated 
with all the secrecy it deserves. I therefore 
want to warn that we do not want any expatriate 
in that section even if he is the cleverest man in 
the world. If we have not got a Nigerian who 
is not so trained as to man this section, I would 
appeal to the Minister to kindly amend this 
Head so that he can ask for more money in 
order that a Nigerian may be trained to man the 
section. I assure the Minister that if he brings 
an Amendment on the Head we shall support it. 
All we do not want is an expatriate to man that 
section. 

An hon. Member : What of a man from 
Ghana? 

Mr Ekanem : When I say an expatriate I 
mean a non-Nigerian. A man is an expatriate 
here if he is not a Nigerian. I do not mean 

Europeans alone, I mean also Africans who are 
not Nigerians. After all, we must keep the 
secret of our own country. 

I am only too happy that somebody has been 
appointed Chairman of the Nigerian External 
Telecommunications and this Nigerian is a man 
I know very well. He is a man of integrity and 
I respect his business tactics, but I must warn 
again that any time we find that there is a 
European or an African who is not a Nigerian 
manning that section, or holding any of the key 
posts, we shall call upon the Minister on that 
day to resign as a Minister. 

I do not want to dwell on the points which 
have been dwelt upon by my Colleagues, but I 
want to call the attention of the Minister to one 
thing. It is not possible in this Session of the 
Parliament to further reduce the units which 
will convert a postal agency into a post office, 
but I think he should give this very serious 
consideration. The number of units needed 
for a postal agency to be converted into a post 
Office was formerly 24,000, and in one of his 
speeches to this House the Minister stated that 
he has reduced the number to 18,000. We are 
very grateful to the Minister for that, but that is 
not enough. We want the Minister to reduce 
these units to the bearest minimum so that 
every nook and corner of this country will have 
postal facilities. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr T. 0. Oloyede (Ife-Ila) : I have a few 
remakrs to make in supporting this Head. 
The point I want to speak upon is the relation
ship between the public and the counter clerks. 
Much has been said about this and the only 
point I want to make is that the counter clerks 
are not always provided with enough coins 
with which to transact business. Members 
of the public are finding difficulty in posting 
their letters due to lack of coins. When 
members of the public go to the post office to 
post their letters, if they have no coins and 
they present say a pound note to the counter 
clerk, they are always told that there are no 
coins and as a result the people find other 

·means of sending out their letters. I feel that 
the counter clerks should be provided with 
enough coins. 

The other point is that we have been told 
that training schools have been established in 
this Ministry to train the counter clerks in 
public relations. I would like to point out 
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that if it is true that there is such a training 
school for these counter clerks, and if there 
have been counter clerks trained in the school, 
they have not been putting what they learned 
in that school into practice. The counter 
clerks are very discourteous to the members of 
the public and I would like the Minister to put 
a stop to this. 

I would also like to say that there are not 
enough post Offices in Ife Division. Ife 
Division is a very important Division in the 
Western Region and it is surprisin15 to see 
that there is only one post office there. 

Now we have postal agencies in Ipetumodu, 
Ilia, Eguagan and different villages in Ife 
Division. So I am suggesting seriously that 
now that the Minister has thought it fit to 
reduce the number of units to 18,000 he will 
consider it fit to provide these places with 
sub-post offices. In Ife villages we have one 
postal agency serving about 50,000 people. I 
am therefore appealing to the Minister in 
charge to see that post offices are established 
in Ife Division. 

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (Ishan West): On 
a point of information, I have seen about 
five post offices at Ife. Now the hon. Member 
is trying to monopolise the whole thing by 
asking for more. 

Mr Oloyede : We have an automatic 
exchange at lfe but may I respectfully invite 
the Minister's attention to the fact that there 
is still one trunk line from lfe to Oshogbo. 
The volume of business to Oshogbo from lfe 
is so heavy and I am appealing, therefore, to 
the Minister to see that more trunk lines are 
provided from lfe to Oshogbo and elsewhere 
in order to facilitate easy trunk calls to other 
places outside lfe. 

With these few remarks I support. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau (Sokoto West Central): 
I just want to make one remark and that is 
that with these expansions of telecommunica
tions there is still need for this Ministry to 
provide direct trunk lines between one Regional 
Headquarters and another. If I may be allowed 
to give an instance, we still need more direct 
lines from Lagos to the North as well as from 
Lagos to Enugu and if possible to Ibadan. 
The number of business in this country 
warrants more direct trunk lines to contact 
Regional Headquarters, at least, with Lagos. 

May I also say that in the whole of the ex
pansion of these telecommunications facilities , 
I am afraid that Sokoto Province is entirely 
neglected. Nothing new whatsoever has been 
mentioned in the programme and I have 
carefully read the speech made by the Minister 
and I also carefully watched the programme 
in the Ministry of Communications. There is 
practically nothing new for Sokoto Province. 

If I may be allowed to give another instance, 
we need a trunk line between Sokoto and 
Kaduna. At the moment we cannot have a 
trunk call from Sokoto to Kaduna, we have 
to go through Zaria and this is very shameful. 
We have plenty of business between the two 
places and I appeal to the Minister to see that 
at least a trunk line is connected between 
Sokoto and Kaduna. 

If we want to contact Lagos for instance, 
we sometimes have to go to Kano and this is 
very curious. I appeal to the Minister to see 
that in this age of very high frequency which 
the Minister is mentioning all the time, we 
should, at least, have a trunk line between 
Sokoto and Kaduna. 

May I also say that at other times on the 
Floor of this House we speak about telephone 
operators. I should like to mention, and it is 
more than an allegation, on one occasion I 
got an operator in Bernin Kebbi who was very 
rude in that he would not give me the number 
I wanted unless I told him wl.at I was going to 
say to the person, and the person with whom I 
wanted to speak is a Member of this Parliament. 
I appeal to the Minister that he must warn the 
operators that they should be courteous as 
much as possible. I do not think commerciali
sation of this service will pay if these operators 
behave in the way they do at present. 

I should like to say tl.at it is very difficult 
to get the South from the North. We should 
have equal treatment. If you want to get 
Lagos from Kano it is very difficult but when 
you are here in Lagos it is easy, in two minutes 
you can get Kaduna or Bauchi or anywhere, 
but when you are in Maiduguri or in Sokoto or 
in Zaria, it takes time. So the operators must 
be warned that they are serving the country 
as a whole and they must give equal treatment 
to everybody. 

! beg to support. 

The Chairman : The Ministet of Commu
nications. 
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Several hon. Members : No, no. 

The Chairman :Order. I think the Chair 
did appeal to Members to restrain their 
enthusiasm this morning. The day is coming 
to a close as far as the sitting of the House is 
concerned and we have got to pass to another 
important Ministry. 

The Minister of Communications ( Ch~ef 
the hon. Olu Akinfosile): I thinK that I should 
start by speaking about, again, this very much 
belaboured demand of Members which is 
very understandable. It relates to the exten
sion of postal services to the rural areas. 

I have assured Members (including myself) 
that before the next General Election, we will 
give them cause to leave this House and face 
their constituents with confidence in the 
sense that we are considering no"' abolishing 
the distance condition attached to the creation 
of postal agencies. In other words, that we are 
studying ways and means whereby we should 
be able to say that whoever wants to open a 
postal agency, no matter what the distance, 
can do so. That is one. 

Secondly, I have announced that we are 
reducing already the number of units for 
conversion of postal agencies to sub-post 
offices. The purpose of this is again to make 
available much more easily to our people the 
full services of the post office. I expect that 
as a result of it, between one hundred and one 
hundred and fifty new sub-post offices will be 
created in the next year. I believe that in 
addition to the post offices which will be built, 
it means that every Member will have, at least 
in his constituency, as many new postal 
facilities as are required. But I do want 
Members to know this one thing that in respect 
of actual building of departmental post offices 
and indeed of telephone exchanges, that the 
responsibility is shared between my Ministry 
and the Ministry of Works. The Ministry 
of Works are responsible for putting up 
buildings and we are responsible for equipping 
the buildings. To that extent, the rate at 
which we will produce full-fledged new 
departmental post offices and telephone ex
changes will also depend on the rate at which 
the Ministry of Works will be able to produce 
for us the buildings which we also require. 

I have had this suggested that we are not 
moving fast enough. Believe me, this is our 

own feeling. We feel that we ought to move 
faster. But this country is spending in the 
next six years some thirty million pounds on 
telecommunication and postal services. The 
Government very rightly insists that there 
must be a complete national plan upon which 
we should work. Until this national plan is 
produced by experts, it will not be possible 
for us to start on the massive development 
which will come ahead. I also know that as 
a matter of fact, the post offices and the tele
phone exchanges which have been opened 
over the last two years were planned as far 
back as 1955. It is a matter of fact that 
nowhere in the world can one produce a new 
telephone exchange under two to three years. 
The important thing is that the programme 
appears and that work is begun. I want to 
assure hon. Members that there is enormous 
concern on the part, not only of the Govern
ment and myself, but indeed of our staff that 
we should move very fast because the entire 
economy depends to a very large extent on the 
rate at which we can spread communications 
in our country. I do want to say that this 
undertaking is not mine alone, it is also the 
undertaking by the Federal Government in 
its entirety. 

It has been suggested here that we are still 
using British Postal Orders. This, of course, 
is true. But I want to let hon. Members 
know that two years ago, I began enquiries 
into this matter because I found that seventy
five per cent of the commission which amounts 
to three-quarter of a million pounds a year 
which we receive on Postal Orders, is paid to 
the British Post Office. Accordingly, we 
started our own arrangements and we have 
now got ready for printing Nigerian Postal 
Orders. (Hear, hear). Apart from this, we 
will also, before long, commence the designs. 
I think it is correct that I should claim that 
already this country has been commended for 
producing some of the finest stamps in the 
world since independence. We intend to 
continue in this way and to use as much of 
local talents in this country as possible. 

I now come to talk about the External 
Communications. On the question of the 
External Communications Department, I am 
sure that Parliament does not know that when 
we took over last year, there was standing a 
licence for 18 years after independence which 
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we abolished in order to take over the External 
Communications. (Hear, hear). It is also 
true that there was not a single Nigerian in any 
position of responsibility in the Cable and 
Wireless. To-day, we not only have a Nigerian 
as Chairman of the Board as well as Nigerian 
Directors, but we also have a Deputy General 
Manager who I expect, towards the end of this 
year, to take over complete control of our 
external communications. (Hear, hear). 
Apart from this, the External Communications 
Department has been paying something like an 
average of £60,000 per annum to its European 
expatriates. In order to end this, we have, 
by negotiations with several Western European 
countries, obtained facilities for free training 
of as many of our young men as have the 
qualifications to take over from these expa
triates. 

I come now to the question of telephone 
operators and members on the counters. I 
think that I referred to this very much in the 
afternoon here to-day, and I did say that we 
ourselves were extremely unhappy at the 
manner in which some of our staff reacted to 
the public. I have suffered at the hands of my 
own staff myself and I think that what I said 
earlier this evening is true. One reason 
why so much attention is being paid to us is 
the fact that we are more in touch with the 
public than any other person. But believe 
me, there is rudeness among workers in 
various walks of life in our society. We all 
have a responsibility to see to it that even if 
people are our relations and friends, when as 
public servants they fail to treat, particularly in 
a department like our own, the public as 
patients and clients, then we should put our 
foot down and apply the stick. I would refer 
to the fact that one of our handicaps is the 
fact that Public Service is protected by the 
Public Service Commission which is a clearly 
different body from the Government as such. 
I would repeat again that when we become a 
commercial undertaking, we intend not only 
to tighten up discipline, but also to provide 
incentive for the best-behaved and the most 
energetic of our workers. 

I want also to appeal to Members and indeed 
to the public to treat our workers as well with a 
certain amount of feeling because, as I said 
earlier, courtesy begets courtesy. I have been 
present where my own men had been unfairly 
treated, but this is not to say that we are in any 

case going to condone discourtesy, lack of 
patience and politeness. I think that there is a 
great amount of consciousness on the part of all 
of us in the Government that the facilities for 
communication should be spread as widely as 
possible. I would like to assure this House that 
I am anxious to be able at the end of this period 
to claim and to show concrete proof to hon. 
Members that we have taken steps in every 
sector of our activities. To this extent, I 
think that the only thing left for me is to ask hon. 
Members to exercise patience with us and to 
give us, as they have always done, the same 
amount of advise and interest as they have 
shown in our work. 

I like to thank this Honourable House. 

£6,3 13,040 for Head 25-Ministry of 
Communications-ordered to stand part of the 
Schedule. 

HEAD 26.-MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 

Question proposed, that £179,600 for Head 
26-Ministry of Defence-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (Ishan West): I will 
not belabour myself in this direction. Yester
day my Motion on this special item was rejected, 
but I am happy that through the Ministers' 
speech, I have got what I wanted. Through his 
explanation, he said that £7,000 was set aside 
for-

Minister of State (Hon. Mbazulike Amechi): 
On a point of order, we are not dealing with the 
post office, but rather we are now dealing with 
the Ministry of Defence. 

ChiefP. Dame-Oboh: On Defence, I have 
to congratulate the Minister of Defence on 
having been able to do a large amount of 
business by recruiting more soldiers. I would 
urge the Minister to see to it that soldiers are 
recruited from all parts of the Federation and 
also to station them in other places in this 
Federation than only in the North. A batch of 
them can be in the Mid-West, in the East and in · 
the West. 

I also urge the Minister to be very alert in his 
duties. He should also be very careful 
in giving rapid promotions to those academicians 
who are just coming in. Although we come 
here and criticise the colonial government, I feel 
that they are more mature than ourselves. 
They are not like some of us Nigerians who, I 
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[CHIEF DAME-0BOH] 
may say, are dishonest. We must try to learn 
from what is happening in other places. 
We should train the soldiers, but we should not 
train them to shoot us. I have never been a 
soldier; I have never been in the army. 

I beg to support. 

Mr D. N. Abii (Owerri East) : Thank you, 
Mr Chairman, for allowing me to contribute 
to this Head. I humbly make a strong appeal 
to the Minister of Defence. In making this 
appeal, I want him to know that presently, 
we have to defend ourselves from the ravages 
of poverty and protect our lives. It is not 
very probable now that we are going to fight 
any war in the near future, but I think that the 
present war facing us is unemployment. 

I remember two months ago, I was em
barrassed with a question as to how employment 
is being rationed in this country. I made a 
statement which was challenged. Since then, 
I have made a research into that question. 
I have found out that boys from the South 
are employed into the army with not only 
standard r.ix pass certificate but perhaps with 
class two, whereas those from the North are 
employed when they are a little bit literate
call that standard four or five. I wanted to 
know the reason, and the reason was given 
to me that boys from the North, when they 
enter the army, are always honest-what I 
mean by that is that they keep steady to learn 
the job and make the army their career-whereas 
boys from the South, once they enter the 
army, and since there is a privilege to study 
in the army, they go on studying and later 
take .a higher examination, and when they pass 
they run out.-(lnterruptions). 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Education (Mr D. C. Ugwu): 
Point of order. 

Several bon. Members : Point of order. 

The Chairman: Order, Order ! I think 
it is not necessary to yield before a point of 
order is made. 

Mr D. C. Ugwu : On a point of order, I am 
saying that this is a most apologetic way of 
withdrawing a statement. 

The Chairman: I think that might well 
be either a point of reminder or a point of 
information, but certainly not a point of order. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West) : I think it 
is proper for a layman to be in order. As I 
said, I am making a very strong appeal and I 
would like the House to give me audience. I 
accept this to be a very good reason. If it is 
a reason for which a-

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (Ishan West): On 
a point of order. Order 36 (2) : "Mr Speaker 
or the Chairman shall order Members whose 
conduct is grossly disorderly to withdraw imme
diately ... " 

The attitude of the hon. Member for Owerri 
East (Chief Abii) was too bad when he delibe
rately refused to withdraw. 

The Chairman : Order ! I think the 
Chair notes the vigilance of the hon. Member 
for Ishan West (Chief Dame-Oboh), but I 
think he has read it a bit short. 

Chief Abii : I said that if the boys from d1e 
North make the Army a career and the boys 
from the South just go in, study and do not 
make it a career, that is not good. But that 
is not enough reason to demand from the 
Southerners a very high standard of education 
before they are recruited into the army. I 
humbly appeal to the Minister of Defence to 

. know that to-day we l1ave very great unemploy
ment. Bovs who come out from school want 
to do some job. If the Minister will be good 
enough to require the same standard of edu
cation for boys from the North and from the 
South and to recruit them into the army, let 
them sign a bond to make it a career. It will 
help us in the South because, if we allow that 
boys in standards 4 and 5 only come from the 
North and the Southerners just go there, 
study and run away, it means that in future 
we will get very few Southerners in that 
department. Secondly, when they come out 
they have no employment. St~mdard Six 
boys are roaming about at home d0ing nothing. 
I humbly ask the Minister of Defence, looking 
at him and knowing him as I do, to recruit 
boys from the South and from the North and 
make the service in the army national. 

Another reason which I want to speak on

The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Zanna the hon. Bulrar Dipcharima) : On a 
point of order, I should like to know from my 
hon. Friend, Chief Abii, what is a Southerner 
born in the North called ? Is he called a 
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Southerner or a Northerner or a Nigerian ? 
He must be very careful about what he is 
talking. 

Chief Abii : I am talking of anybody from 
the South, whether he is born in the North, 
I do not care. I want anybody from the North 
or from the South to get into the army with 
the same standard of education. Both are 
Nigerians. Let them go into the army with 
the same standard of education. 

I would like the Minister of Defence to 
start n<'W to think of national service in this 
country. I am saying it because it appears 
that industrialisation in this country will not 
help us very quickly in shoving out unem}Jloy
ment. The Minister should make it possible 
for boys after passing their, let us say, secondary 
school examination, to enter into the service 
and do about two years studying in the army, 
after which, they can go out fr.>m there to the 
different departments where they work. It 
will give us a little bit of relief. I strongly 
recommend an examination of the possibility 
of starting national service as early as possible. 

As I said, I am making an appeal and I 
expect that the Minister of Defence will carry 
it out, as God has given him the power, to 
reduce immediately the standard of education 
required for all Nigerians to enter into that 
army and at the same time declare sometime 
in the future a possibility of starting a national 
service in this country. 

I beg to support. 

Mr M. C. K. Obi (Afenmai) : In contributing 
to the debate on this Head, I have a few remarks 
to make. It is really amusing to see the way 
that the hon. Member for Owerri East (Chief 
Abii) has made his own points. I sympathise 
with his position. The point is not that 
Southerners run away from the army. It is 
the policy there that when people are being 
recruited into the army, apart from the fact 
that it is based on a 50 : 50 share-50 for the 
South and 50 for the North-there is discrimina
tion again on the standard required. Those 
from the South are required to attain a high 
standard of education, and those from the 
North, whether they are highly educated or not, 
are just taken like that. This is most unfair. 
This method of recruitment should be looked 
into. I want to emphasize that the reason for 
this SO : SO basis and for the higher standard 

required for those from the South is not 
because they run away from the army : it is 
because the policy for the recruitment of people 
into the army is wrong and we appeal to the 
Minister for a change of heart as far as this is 
concerned. 

There is one other point I would like to 
make. When one looks around, one will 
discover that the ground for the training of 
these boys is only in the North. We want 
training grounds to be established everywhere 
in the country. We want people to be trained 
in the West, in the East as well as in the North. 
Why is it that the Northern Region is the only 
training ground for people in the army ? 

An hon. Member : On a point of order, 
the hon. Member is irrelevant. 

Mr Obi : It is unfortunate that the raiser of 
the point of order merely wants to discredit my 
speech. 

The Chairman : It is not for you to make 
a ruling on a point of order. 

Mr Obi : The point I have made and which 
I still want to emphasize is that this question 
of discrimination should not be allowed to 
continue in recruitment into the army, allowing 
SO per cent to people from the North and SO 
per cent to those from the South. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

The Minister of Financ e (Chief F. S. 
Okotie-Eboh): For some days now, there 
seems to be a chorus of one type of song going 
on in this House-everybody talking about 
unity. I do not know where this appeal is 
being directed to, but if it is being directed to 
its proper quarters, I would like people to 
refrain from attacking others with the hope of 
gaining the unity that is being talked of so 
much on the Floor of this House. My hon. 
Friend and others talked about discrimination 
in the police, in the recruitment of soldiers, 
and so on and so forth, but they are not able 
to substantiate it by any fact at all. I think 
my hon. Colleague and Friend, the Minister 
of Defence, was right when he warned here 
that one can play with anything on the Floor 
of this House or on the pages of the newspapers, 
but the question of the security of this country 
is such a thing that we cannot play with it. 
If someone thinks that he wants to plant some 
satellites in the Army of this country or in 
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[MINISTER OF FINANCE] 

the Police or in the Navy with a view to sub
verting the Government, then discrimination 
will be practised in the Army. 

It is obvious that you cannot take all sorts 
of people who pretend to look like good 
soldiers and tomorrow stage a coup d'etat and 
overthrow the Government. Is that what we 
want in this country? No, cert'ainly not. So 
it is wrong for the bon. Gentleman to come to 
this House to talk things like that when we 
all know that he belongs to a political party 
that subverts the Government. 

Mr M. C. K. Obi (Menmai) : On a point 
of order, I seriously object to the reference 
made by the Minister of Finance because after 
all my speech was not far from the point. 

The Chairman : It is certainly contrary to 
the Standing Order to impute improper 
motives. But I take it that the Minister of 
Finance is making a general remark not directly 
personally to you. 

Mr A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : Another 
point of order, is tl1at we shall not get any
where so long as the5e Action Groupers 
continue tc raise irrele\·ant points of order. 

The Chairman : I think it is the duty of 
the Chair to protect the interest of individual 
Members. General remarks can be made 
without calculated detriment to any individua1• 

The Minister of Finance : All I am trying 
to say is that no one can properly criticise the 
policy of recruitment into the Army or into 
the other security services of this country 
unless he has got an ulterior motive of trying 
to bring subversive activities against the 
Government. As far as I am concerned even 
as a Minister of Finance I do not want to 
know what sort of persons are being recruited 
into the Army. As long as I know that 
there is an Army that can defend this country, 
I am satisfied, I do not care what sort of 
persons are being recruited or what part 
of the country they come from. Every 
Nigerian is a Nigerian. It is wrong for the 
bon. Member to come to this House as a 
Member to dictate to the Government what 
type of people the Government should recruit 
into the Army. But it is true that the Army 
should represent the whole of Nigeria, and that 
is all. 

Another thing I would like to say is that no 
better selection could have been made in this 
House as the Minister of Defence. The 
Minister of Defence is known for his broad
mindedness, and we all know that he is one of 
those who champion any cause no matter how 
difficult it may be. He does not even care to 
speak the truth to anybody. He is fearless. 
He is not a man with a narrow mind. It 
cannot be said that he wants to recruit all 
soldiers from Yola alone or Sapele for that 
matter because he is mv friend. But all that is 
required is that we" should have implicit 
confidence in him. And I am sure all Mem
bers of this House have confidence in him. 

I feel we should not try to over-stress this 
question of our security in this country. 
It is a very delicate issue, and I appeal to the 
House that if bon. Members have one or two 
cases they can go and see the Minister con
cerned. 

£179,600 for Head 26-Ministry of Defence
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 27.-ROYAL NIGERIAN ARMY 

Question proposed, That £4,365,530 for 
Head 27-Royal Nir:erian Army-stand part of 
the Schedule. 

M. Albatan Yerima Balla (Adamawa North 
West): I have only a few words to say about 
recruitment into the Army. I cannot under
stand why people should discriminate in recruit
ment into the Army. There should be no question 
of people being recruited from one particular 
Region at the expense of the other Regions so 
long as we talk of one Nigeria. As long as we 
talk of one ~igeria, it does not matter what 
type of people of Nigerian nationality are 
recruited into the Army so long as they can 
defend the country. It does not matter to this 
country and to this Government if all the 
personnel of the Army of this country come 
from one Region so long as they can defend 
the whole of the Federation and not the 
particular Region from which they come. 

During the colonial days we had in this 
country only one system of recruitment. But 
now we are independent some Members of this 
House are trying to bring confusion by trying 
to place recruitment of soldiers on Regional 
basis. We are the representatives of the 
whole of the Federation of Nigeria, not the 

(770) 



1511 [Appropriation (1963-64) 

Federal Parliament Debates 

17 APRIL 1963 Bill : Committee] 1512 

representatives of one particular portion of the 
country. So when we talk let us talk for the 
whole nation. 

I must mention the point that during the 
Second World War, 1939-45 most of the 
soldiers in the Army came from Northern 
Nigeria. I am an ex-soldier myself. During 
the war most of the soldiers who went to 
Burma and India came from the North. You 
could hardly meet a soldier from the South 
during the time of war. Dr Kalu Ezera can 
bear me out. 

Finally, I am appealing to the Minister of 
Defence and the Federal Government to see 
that we start manufacturing our own weapons 
locally. Unless we can do so we cannot boast 
of being able to stand on our feet to defend 
our country in case of war. We should not 
depend on weapons imported into this country. 

The conditions of service in the Army should 
be improved. Attention should be given to the 
housmg problems of soldiers. 

M.S. D. Lar (Lowland East): On a point of 
order-

M. Y erima Balla : Mr Chairman, I am not 
yielding. 

The Chairman: Quite frankly, I think the 
persistent resistance of hon. Members to points 
of order is becoming alarming. I do hope that 
hon. Members will react much more favourably. 

M. S. D. Lar : I beg to move, That the 
Question be now put. 

Several bon. Members : No, no. 

The Chairman: Order. We have got 
some ex-servicemen in this House and I think 
we might as well hear what they have to say on 
this Head. 

M. Y erima Balla : As I was saying, the 
housing condition of soldiers should be im
proved. Adequate educational and medical 
facilities should be provided for the children of 
soldiers. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr M. B. Afanideh (Ikot Ekpene South): 
It is with great pleasure that I rise to say a few 
words about this Head of Estimates. I want to 
bring to the notice of the Minister of Defence 
one particular point. I want him to think very 

seriously about the possibility of publishing a 
booklet like the one I am now holding, so that 
our children may be able to learn more about 
the Army whilst at school. 

An bon. Member : What is the book the 
hon. Member is holding ? 

Mr Afanideh : It is about the Nigeria Police 
Force, and I am requesting the Minister to 
publish something like this about life in the 
Army so that our children could develop more 
interest in the Army. 

It is very easy for hon. Members to come here 
and talk about the Army. Most of them, I am 
sure, have never been to the Army and do not 
know the ordeal that recruits have to go through 
before they can become good soldiers. 

An bon. Member : But you have never been 
to the Army and cannot claim to know what is 
obtaining there. 

Mr Afanideh : I know what is happening. 
During the last war, you were in school. 

The Chairman : Order. As has been 
said here several times, our Hansard is read all 
over the world, and our Standing Orders are in 
hands other than ours. Standing Order 26 (6) 
says that statements should be directed to the 
Chair, and when hon. Members use expression 
like "you have never been to the Army" or 
"you were in school when he was in the Army" 
it could be understood outside to mean that the 
Chair was either part of the Army or part of the 
school. 

Mr Afanideh : I am sorry, Mr Chairman, 
I think it is proper that when a Member stands 
up to speak, other hon. Members should try to 
listen. 

The Chairman : Order. It is improper to 
issue directives to the Chair. The hon. Mem
ber for Ikot Ekpene South (Mr Afanideh) 
should speak in accordance with the rules of the 
Standing Orders. 

Several bon. Members: Aye, aye. 

The Chairman : 1 implore hon. Members to 
accommodate the hon. Member. 

Mr Afanideh : I would like to see that the 
conditions of service of the soldiers are improved 
because if a soldier is very comfortable he will 
be very active in his job and will be able to 
discharge his duties more effectively. 
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Mr E. A. M ordi (Asaba East) : I have just and the North as evidenced by the speech of the 
one point to make on this Head. I understand hon. Member for Owerri East (Mr Abii). In 
that the plan of our military base at Kaduna is fact, there is nothing like that in the Armed 
to be designed by an American firm. It does Forces. The quota system has been based 
seem to me that, if this is true, the security of regionally, that is, 50 per cent for the North 
this country is not very safe. It is absolutely and 25 per cent each for the East and West. 
unreasonable that people from America or 
Britain or any foreign country for that matter 
should design our Army base. From the 
security point of view, such a step is unwise. It 
is not always that we shall be friendly with these 
foreign countries. A time may come when we 
may have to disagree and when we do disagree 
and become unfriendly, definitely, our security 
will be in jeopardy. 

I feel that in a matter like this Nigerian 
architects or designers should be made to do 
the work. After all, there are very many 
Nigerian architects in Nigeria who are very 
good and I am quite sure that, if given the job, 
they would do better than the foreigners. 

I am asking the Minister of Defence to think 
very seriously about this because, as 1 have said, 
it is very unreasonable and unsafe to allow such 
an important project affecting the security of 
our nation, to be designed by foreigners. 

M . Sule Abba Biu (Biu North) :I want to talk 
on Head 27, Sub-head 33-Crown Agents' 
Commission. It is clear from the Estimates 
that about £25,000 is being spent in London to 
pay Crown Agents' Commission for purchases 
of equipments, uniforms, and emoluments to 
personnel. I think it is time the Government 
of the Federation placed its orders through the 
Nigerian High Commissioner in London. The 
Nigerian High Commissioner in London should 
take over this duty and be responsible for the 
purchase of army uniforms, equipments and the 
treatment of personnel who are attending 
military courses overseas. 

I am of the opinion that some countries like 
Ghana have their own representatives in the 
United Kingdom who carry out this type of 
work for them. We should follow suit. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

The Minister of Defence (Alhaji the hon. 
Muhammadu Ribadu) : I am most grateful to 
my hon. Friend, the Minister of Finance, for 
coming to my aid so early in this debate. In 
fact, he has covered most of the points, and all 
I would like to do now is to correct one impres
sion. There is too much talk about the South 

I have explained to hon. Members why we 
decided on this regional quota and this will 
continue until such a time when we shall 
introduce National Service. Chief Abii asked 
me to introduce it early. I am ready to do so 
and he will be the first man to be recruited 
into the National Service. I will even make 
him the Chairman of the National Service. 

Mr D. N . Abii (Owerri East) : I am too 
old for National Service. 

The Minister of Defenc e : Again, I think 
hon. Members are being misled by the people 
who come for recruitment ; the people who 
appear before the selection Board. For ins
tance, if we advertise for 30 vacanciee for the 
North 300 applicants may .come forward ; 
if we advertise for 15 for the West we may have 
200 applicants, and same for the East. De
finitely some of them will not be selected. 
They have to go back. Quite often they go to 
hon. Members and tell them all sorts of lies. 
It is nothing but lies that they tell them. 

Another thing I would like to tell the House 
is this. It is wrong to think that once a person 
applies to join the Army he will be employed. 
The Military Forces are for the people who are 
prepared to sacrifice their lives so that others 
may live. Therefore, I would like hon. 
Members to refrain from regarding the Army, 
Navy and the Air Force as a place 
where people will go and get emplvyment 
easily. Anybody who is employed in the 
Military Forces is told straightaway that his 
duty is to protect the borders of this country. 
In the event of war, they are the people who will 
die so that others will live. 

Hon. Members spoke so much about unity. 
I think that this quota system is the only 
thing that can be adopted to maintain the unity 
of this country. If we deviate from this policy 
the unity of Nigeria will break into pieces. If 
the people of one Region are taken and the people 
of the other Regions are left out I can assure 
hon. Members that the unity of this country 
will flop . In the past the South, that is the 
East and the West, have been monopolising 
the civil service of the Federation. Now that 
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one or two Northerners have come in people 
have started to murmur that the civil service 
is now for the Northerners. Was it thought 
that the Northerners will continue sleeping 
while the other Regions marched on ? All 
of us in this House come from different places. 

Chief P. Da m e-Oboh (Ishan West): On a 
point of order, the hon. Minister should 
address the Chair. 

The Chairman : Order. I think hon. 
Members should have more control of their 
enthusiasm. The Chair has not complained 
that it is not being addressed. 

The Minister of Defence :Nigeria is a vast 
country which is full of different tribes, 
different languages, customs, religions and so 
on. Everybody has to work hard towards the 
unity of this country. The unity of Nigeria is 
not a small thing. Our country is a big one and 
if we all can be united then there will be no 
reason why we cannot lead Africa . But it is 
something everybody must work towards. 
If any hon. Member speaks in this House he 
should be sure that he is addressing intelligent 
people ; people who can read between the lines 
and can understand what is at the back of any 
speaker's mind. In the North they can 
interprete what is being said and giv.e it a 
different meaning. It is not a question of just 
making a statement. For example if Dr 
Mbadiwe makes a statement Members will 
understand ; they can analyse it and get the 
point at the back of the mind of the person 
making the speech. 

What is at the back of the mind of the 
person making this speech on discrimination 
is disunity and not unity. We all remember 
that when the Governor-General was installed 
he said there is work for everybody in this 
country. If we exercise some patience every
body will get something to do in this country. 
Nobody will stop anybody from getting work 
in this country. But if we start shouting 
discrimination because we now see people 
from the North whom we have not been seeing 
before in the service, will we be working for 
unity? 

Some hon. Members : No. 

The Minister of Defence : I would like to 
hear a suggestion from the hon. Member for 
Enyong South (M'r Ekanem) that they have 
been running the civil service before and now 

that the North has come, the North should be 
given four to five years, during which they 
should employ only people from the North . 
Then I will say that this is unity ; this man is 
very sincere. But nobody is suggesting any
thing of this sort. What we think and we 
believe will keep the unity of this country is 
when we come to this House we find that all the 
sections of this country are represented here. 
If we go to any Ministry we also like to see the 
same. The same thing .should apply to the 
Armed Forces. I would like hon. Members 
to realise that they may say something for 
saying's sake but it can do a lot of harm to the 
unity of this country. Let us all put our heads 
together and work towards the unity of this 
country. 

May the Almighty God help us. 

The Parlia m entary Secretary to the 
Minister of Education (Hon. D. C. Ugwu) : 
On a point of order, the hon. Member for 
Owerri East (Chief A bii) has left his seat. 

The Chairman : One may appreciate that 
after a sumptuous dinner and perhaps a few 
glasses it may not be quite easy to get calm. 
But, I do hope that discipline will overcome 
our momentary excesses. In that context one 
should expect that the Whips would give 
utmost co-operation to the Chair in maintaining 
calm. 

£4,365 ,530 for Head 27.- Royal N igerian 
Army-ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 28 .-ROYAL NIGERIAN NAVY 

£722,270 for Head 28-Royal Nigerian Navy 
-ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 29.- NIGERIAN AIR FORCE 

£443,000 for Head 29.-Nigerian Air Force
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 
Committee report Progress-to sit 

Tomorrow. 

ADJOURNMENT 

again 

11/fotion made and Question proposed, That 
this House do now adJourn- THE MINISTER OF 
TRANSPORT. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn . 

A djourned accordingly at 11 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Nigerianisation of Police Force 
NIGERIA 

Thursday, 18th April, 1963 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

REPORT FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEE 

Business Committee 

Mr Speaker : I have to inform the House 
that Chief M. W. Ubani reports from the 
Business Committee that in accordance with 
Standing Order 55 (1) (c) they have decided 
that the following Private Members' Motions 
be placed on the Order Paper for Tuesday, 
23rd April :-

(1) The Minister of Finance No. 94 in 
the Order Book ; 

(2) Revolving Loans, Scholarship Fund 
No. 79 in the Order Book; 

(3) Public Corporations No. 80 in the 
Order Book; 

(4) Tourist Industry No. 80 in the 
Order Book; 

(5) Local Gin No. 19 in the Order Book; 

(6) Education to be a Federal subject 
No. 66 in the Order Book. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

Motor Park Touts 
0.381. Mallam W ada N as asked the 

Prime Minister, if he is aware of the activities 
of touts at motor parks throughout the country 
resulting in loss of properties and physical 
assault to passengers and whether he will see 
to it that special constables are detailed at 
motor parks in the public interest. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (Mr Abubakar Isandu): 
The Police are aware of the activities of the 
touts at motor parks throughout the Federa
tion. Constant supervision by the Police is 
maintained at motor parks and subject to the 
demand made by the Local Commissioner 
police constables are, as a rule, posted to motor 
parks. 

0.383. Mr P. 0. Tarkende asked the 
Prime Minister, when he hopes to Nigerianise 
the Police Force. 

Mr Isandu : It is the policy of the Federai 
Government to Nigerianise the entire Police 
Force eventually. The present strength of 
Nigerian gazetted officers is 360 and it is 
estimated that this total would be increased 
to approximately 385 by the end of the year 
1963. Also, by this time the expatriate cadre 
of officers consists of 48 permanent pension
able and 50 contract officers. By the end of 
1964, all permanent pensionable expatriate 
officers will either have left the service or will 
be due to leave and contracts for expatriates, 
when they expire, will be reviewed in the light 
of specialised requirements. 

1960 Tiv Riot 

0.384. Mr P. 0. Tarkende asked the 
Prime Minister, how much was spent on 
Police activities during the Tiv riot of 1960. 

Mr Isandu: £14,881-6s-Od was spent on 
Police activities during the Tiv riot of 1960. 
This is made up as follows:-

£ s d 
Transport .. . . 5,220 19 6 
Motor vehicle 

maintenance .. . . 6,000 19 6 
Ration .. . . 1,429 15 0 
Allowances to special 

constables . . .. 2,150 0 0 
Office and General .. 10 0 0 
Lamp and lighting .. 10 12 0 

--
£14,881 6 0 

Arrangements for Census 

0.385. Mr P. 0 . Tarkende asked the 
Prime Minister, whether he will make a state
ment on the stand of the Federal Government 
concerning the proposed census arrangements 
and control by Regional Governments. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (Mr S. Lana) : The hon. 
Member's attention is invited to the reply 
given to question 0.378. 
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0.386. Mr J. A. Akor asked the Prime 
Minister, what is causing the delay in the 
building of the proposed Police post in the 
Etche County Council area in Ahoada Division. 

Mr Isandu : There is no proposal to build 
a Police post in Etche County Council area, 
Ahoada Division. A type 'B' Police Station 
was built at Ahoada in 1962, and work will 
soon commence on the construction of one 
Senior Service Quarter at Ahoada. 

Strength of Policewomen 

0.387. Mallam J. M. Damla asked the 
Prime Minister, what is the numerical strength 
of the Nigerian women police. 

Mr lsandu : The number is 289. 

0.388. Mallam J. M. Damla asked the 
Prime Minister, how many women police have 
been recruited from the North. 

Mr Isandu: Ten, Sir. 

Strength of Police Force 

0.389. Mallam J. M. Damla asked the 
Prime Minister, what is the total strength of 
the Nigeria Police. 

Mr lsandu : The total strength of the 
Nigeria Police Force as at 31st March, 1963, 
is 14,914. 

Awgu Police Station 

0.519. Mr D. N. Chukwu asked the Prime 
Minister, if he will consider posting an Inspec
tor of Police to man the Awgu Police Station and 
providing a van for duty in the hilly areas of the 
Division. 

Mr Isandu : The present establishment of 
Awgu Police Station consists of 15 men as 
opposed to 44, recommended by the 1959 
Survey of Police Establishment. It is hoped 
to implement this recommendation in phases 
as and when funds are available. Some 
land-rovers are scheduled for the Police in 
Eastern Nigeria during the current Financial 
Year and the Commissioner of Police will no 
doubt consider the needs of Awgu Police 
Station when deploying the vehicles at his 
disposals. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South) : Is the 
rvlinister aw:~r<> tha.t .Awgu is a station growing 

very rapidly and that there are important 
Eastern Government establishments there ? 

0.520. Mr D. N. Chukwu asked the Prime 
Minister, if he will reconsider employing 
Elementary School leavers with Standard six 
pass Certificate in the Nigeria Police Force. 

Mr Isandu : Recruits into the Nigeria 
Police Force will be selected from the best 
material available. The minimum educa
tional qualification for admission is a Standard 
six pass but candidates with higher qualifica
tion will be given preference. 

Mr Chukwu : I want to know if the Minister 
is aware that recruitment into the Nigeria 
Police Force now is two-thirds to the North 
and one-third to the South ? 

Secondary Four Police Recruits 

0.521. Mr D. N. Chukwu asked the Prime 
Minister, how many school leavers with 
secondary class IV certificate enlisted in the 
Nigeria Police Force in each of the years 1960, 
1961 and 1962. 

Mr Isandu : The number of school leavers 
with secondary class IV certificate enlisted in 
the Force between 1960 and 1962 is as 
follows:-

In 1960-55 
In 1961--48 
In 1962-30 

Mr Ekanem : Will the Minister explain to 
this House the cause of the year by year decrease 
in the number of those with class IV certificate 
recruited into the Force ? 

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo South West) : May I 
ask my hon. Friend to tell the House how 
many of them are from my constituency ? 

Parliamentary Delegations 

0.522. Mr I. A. Brown asked the Prime 
Minister, if he will consider sending parlia
mentary delegations to Regional Houses of 
Assembly to enable them to listen to Debates 
on important topics in the Regional Houses. 

Mr Lana :No, Sir. 

Mr Ekanem : Why ? 
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0.523. Mr I. A. Brown asked the Prime 
Minister, if he will consider making a rule 
requiring all Ministers of the Government on 
taking office to sell their shares in private and 
public companies and invest only in Govern
ment and Municipal Securities. 

Mr Lana : Appropriate rulings with which 
Ministers on their appointment are expected to 
comply already exist. 

Mr Brown : I do not know when such 
rulings started existing. 

The Prime Minister : Ministers are guided 
by Ministers' code of conduct. 

Owerri Senior Police Officers 

0.524. Mr N. D. Ukah asked the Prime 
Minister if he will provide permanent quarters 
for senior Police Officers in o,,erri. 

Mr Isandu : There is no provision during 
the current financial year to build any senior 
service quarters f<.>r the Police. First priority 
on the limited funds available f:>r building is for 
accommodation for the rank and file and 
thereafter for the inspectorate. 

Proposed Census 

0.525. Mr D. 0. Ahamefula asked the 
Prime Minister, what arrangements are being 
made to ensure that people are properly counted 
in the next census. 

Mr Lana : Preparations are going ahead for 
the forthcoming Census. Proposals to ensure 
that people are properly counted will be put to a 
Census Board at its forthcoming meeting. 
This Board comprises high government officials 
of the Regional and Federal Governments. 
The Board has been so set up in order to enlist 
the Regional Governments active participation 
and co-operation both c.f which are generally 
considered vital to the success of the census. 

Until the proposals for the Census have been 
considered by the Board, my hon. Friend will 
agree that it will be unwise of the hon. Prime 
Minister to disclose them. I would however 
say that the Prime Minister is satisfied that 
everything is being done to ensure that the 
people will be properly counted in the forth
coming census. 

0.526. Mr D. 0. Ahamefula asked the 
Prime Minister, what arrangements are being 
made to ensure that Moslem housewives who 
are in purdah are seen and counted in the next 
census. 

Mr Lana : As I have already said in answer 
to Question No. 0.525, suitable arrangements 
are being made to ensure that people will be 
properly counted and that e.veryone is counted . 
Arrangements are in hand to ensure that moslem 
housewives who are important are counted in 
the next census. Where possible, w0men 
enumerators will be recruited but where this is 
not visible other arrangements not contravening 
the Statistics Ordinance will be made. 

Mr F. C. Oghalu : (Awka Ncrth) : What 
plans is the Government making for the 
emancipation of the housewives in theN orth ? 

Police Patrols at Eastern Border 

0.527. Mr P. I. Ejukwa asked the Prime 
Minister, whether he is aware that there is not 
enough mobile police transport to patrol the 
Eastern border in Ikom Division and whether 
he will consider the providing of more Land
Rovers for the police there. 

Mr Isandu : The transport situation of the 
Force is constantly under review, and in the 
current Financial Year, provision has been 
requested for more land-rovers. The Com
missioner of Police, Eastern Nigeria will no 
doubt consider the requirements of the Eastern 
border in Ikom Division when deploying the 
transport under his command. 

Nwaigwe Police Station 

0.528. Mr M . B. Afanideh asked the 
Prime Minister, if he will consider changing 
the name of the present "Nwaigwe" Police 
Station in central Annang, Ikot Ekpene Divi
sion, to read "Odoro Ikot" Police Station to 
accord the wishes and the aspirations of the 
owners of the land where the said Police 
Station is situated. 

Mr Isandu : The Nwaigwe Police Station 
was established in Ikot Ekpene Division of 
Uyo-Annang Proviu~.;c in 104o. In 1960, 
Uyo-Annang Province was separated tron1 the 
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Calabar Police Province and includes the Ikot-
Ekpene Division which consists of Ikot 
Ekpene, Nwaigwe, Nto Ndang, Abak and Ikot 
Okoro. 

The Police Station is at the boundary 
between Ikot Ekpene and Aba, and the Station 
is named after Constable NWAIGWE who was 
murdered in the area. 

Mr Ekanem : Is the Minister aware that 
the man, Mr Nwaigwe, is not a native of the 
place and also that the Nwaigwe Police Station 
is the only police station in the whole country 
which is named after a person the question of 
whose death cannot be put on the Floor of 
this House? 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : Is 
the hon. Member for Enyong South aware 
that Mr Nwaigwe was murdered by Ikot 
Ekpene people while on duty and that the 
Police Station was erected in his memory ? 

Van for Nwaigwe Police 

0.529. Mr M. B. Afanideh asked the 
Prime Minister, if he will consider supplying 
the Police at Nwaigwe with a van in view of the 
distance from there to Ikot Ekpene Divisional 
Police Headquarters and in order to facilitate 
the apprehension of offenders in the area. 

Mr Isandu : Provision has been requested 
in the current Financial Year for more land
rovers for the Force. The Commissioner of 
Police, Eastern Nigeria, will consider the 
requirements of Ikot Ekpene Division, along 
with others when deploying the transport 
under his command. 

Mr Afanideh : Is the Prime Minister 
aware that when it comes to the question of 
amenities the people in that area are discrimi
nated against ? 

Replacement ofNwaigwe Poli ce Station 

0 .530. Mr M. B. Afanideh asked the 
Prime Minister, whether he will take immediate 
steps to build a new police station at Nwaigwe, 
to replace the existing one which is now in a 
dilapidated condition. 

Mr Isandu : The building of a new Police 
Station at Nwaigwe will be considered along 
with other building priorities during the 
current 1962-68 Development Programme, and 
will depend entirely on the funds available. 

Cadet Police Inspectors 

0 .532. Mr C. 0. Chiedozie asked the 
Prime Minister whether he is aware that the 
present policy of recruiting Cadet Inspectors
in-Training straight from secondary schools is 
discouraging to the large number of Police 
from the rank of Sergeant downwards, whose 
prospects of advancement is limited as a result 
of this. 

Mr Isandu : Between the years 1955 to 
1962, 601 N.C.O's were promoted Inspectors 
and 218 Cadet Inspectors were appointed. 
In the same period, 260 Inspectors were 
promoted to A.S.P. grade and 54 to the same 
grade from the Cadet Inspector cadre. It is 
not correct, therefore, to assume that Cadet 
Inspector's scheme severely limits the promo
tion prospect of serving members of the Force. 

Agbani Road Police 

0 .533. Mr C. 0. Chiedozie asked the 
Prime Minister, if he will state why the re
building of the Police quarters at Agbani road, 
Enugu was stopped after the completion of 
only one storey building. 

Mr Isandu: In 1961-62, Police Building 
Programme for Eastern Nigeria, a block of 27 
quarters was approved and the money released 
for building a block of quarters at Agbani 
Road Police Station, Enugu. Work on tlus 
project has not yet started. A block of 
quarters of similar design approved in the 
1960-61 Building Programme has been com
pleted on the same site. 

Police Post for Umunya-Ifite Ukpo 
Stretch 

0.695. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Prime 
Minister, if he will consider establishing a 
police post between Umunya in Onitsha 
Division and Ifite-Ukpo in Awka Division 
with a view to minimising the activities of 
highway robbers who had endangered the 
lives of the citizens of the area. 

Mr Isandu : The Survey of Police establish
ment did not recognise the need for the 
creation of a Police post between Umunya in 
Onitsha Division and Ifite-Ukpo in Awka 
Division. The Survey however, recognised 
the need for the creation of more Police 
stations in Onitsha Rural Division and Awka 

(777) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

1525 [Oral Answers] 18 APRIL 1963 [Oral Answers] 1526 

Division to afford effective Police cover and to Federal Government towards the French 
effect rural patrols throughout the two Divisions. Government on the recent and unending 
It is hoped to implement this recommendation atomic tests in the Sahara. 
by phased expansion as and when funds 
become available. 

Charge of Awka Police 

0.696. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Prime 
Minister, when a superior Police Officer of at 
least the rank of A.S.P. will be permanently 
stationed in Awka in view of the vastness of 
the Division. 

Mr lsandu : A Divisional Police Officer 
with the rank of S.P.O. will be appointed to 
the Standard Rural Police Station at Awka. 

Police Post for Obolo-Mor 

0.697. Mr N. N. Onugu asked the Prime 
Minister, when he proposes to build a police 
post at Obolo-Afor with a view to checking 
the activities of night marauders who constitute 
a menace to public security in that area. 

Mr lsandu : The Survey of Police establish
ments recommended the creation of a Standard 
Minor Rural Police Station of 17 men at Obolo
Afor. This is being pursued. 

Nsukka Charge Office 

0.698. Mr N. N. Onugu asked the Prime 
Minister, if he will state the cause of the delay 
in starting the building of the Police charge 
office at N sukka. 

Mr lsandu : It was only recently that the 
building project was accepted as one of the 
priorities to which limited available funds 
could be applied. Funds have now been 
provided and work will start soon. 

Sokoto Police Barracks 

0.699. M. Abdullahi Maikano asked the 
Prime Minister, in view of the acute shortage 
of quarters at the police barracks in Sokoto, 
he will take steps to remedy the situation. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (Mr S. Lana): The answer 
to this Questio~ is not yet ready. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Sahara Nuclear Tests 

0.382. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Prime Minister, what is the attitude of the 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs (Mr M. 0. 
Okilo) : This Government has made it clear 
that it is opposed to the continued explosion 
of nuclear devices everywhere in the world and 
especially in Africa. We stand by the United 
Nations resolution which declared Africa a 
nuclear-free zone. 

Dr P. U. Okeke : (Onitsha North Central) : 
May we know when the Minister will consider 
abrogating our relations with France in view of 
France's continued tests of atomic weapons in 
the Sahara? 

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo South West): May 
we know from the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
when we shall test our own atomic bomb in the 
Sahara Desert ? 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Commonwealth Relations (Hon. J aja 
Wachuku): Very soon. 

Nuclear Fall-Out 

0.461. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth Rela
tions, whether any nuclear fall-out has been 
recorded in this country following the recent 
French atomic test in the Sahara. 

Mr Speaker : This Question has been 
transferred to the Ministry of Communications. 

Foreign Ministers' Conference 

0.535. Mr E. A. Mordi asked the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth Rela
tions, how much the Foreign Ministers Con
ference on Togo held in Lagos cost the 
Government. 

Mr Okilo : The hon. Member is referred to 
my answer to a similar question on the 4th of 
April, 1963. 

French Sahara Nuclear Tests 

0.537. Mr E. A. Mordi asked the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth Rela
tions, what further steps he hopes to take 
against the persistent move by France to make 
Sahara its atomic bomb testing ground. 
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Mr Okilo : The area in which these nuclear Mr Okilo : There are 26 Nigerian Embassies 
tests were carried out is now part of the territory and High Commissions abroad, as well as 1 
of an independent and sovereign African State. Consulate-General and four Consulates. In 
The hon. Member will agree that any further addition, we have a Permanent Mission to 
action we take in this respect must be in the United Nations in New York and a Mission 
conformity with the wishes of the state con- to the European Economic Community in 
cerned and by the common agreement of other Brussels. There are thus 33 Nigerian Missions 
independent states in Africa. We must do abroad. 
nothing to infringe the sovereign rights of an 
African country. 

Conference for Foreign Ministers 

0.538. Mr E. A. Mordi asked the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth Rela
tions, what results were achieved by tl1e 
Lagos Conference of Fcreign Ministers on the 
Togo issue arising from the murder of Presi
dent Olympio. 

Mr Okilo : I have already commented at 
length on this issue during the debate on a 
Private Member's Motion on this subject 
about a fortnight ago. · 

Briefly, the Council of Ministers of the Afro
Malagasy Organisation adopted the principle 
that assassination and violence cannot be 
accepted as a means of effecting a change in 
Government among member states. 

The Conference also laid down conditions 
to be fulfilled before the question of recogni
tion of the T .)go Government can be considered 
by the Conference of Heads of African States 
and Governments in Addis Ababa. 

Dr P. U. Okeke : In the light of the most 
recent information on the circumstances sur
rounding the murder of the President of Togo 
will the Minister c0nsider recognising the 
present Government of Togo ? 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : If the 
hon. Member for Onitsha North Central will 
give us all the recent information at his dis
posal we shall consider the question of recognis
ing that Government. 

Diplomatic Missions 

0.539. Mr S. 0. Kolade asked the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth Rela
tions, how many Embassies has Nigeria opened 
abroad, where are they located and what are 
the names of the envoys in. charge. 

Details of their location and the persons 
in chatge of the various missions will appear 
in the daily Hansard. 

The details are as follows :

United Kingdom} 
Belgium Alhaji Abdul Maliki, c.B.E. 
Ireland 
U.S.A. . . . . Mr J. M. Udochi 

Sudan · · · · }Alh .. Ah d W · · 
S d. A b" a31 ma u aztn au 1 ra ta .. 
Cameroun . . Alhaji Bello Malabu 
W. Germany . . Chief Emer;be Ejimofor 
U.S.A. (U.N.O.) ChiefS. 0. Adebo, c.M.G. 
Liberia . . . . Mr N. A. Martins 
Sierra Leone . . Mr A. B. Oyediran 
Congo (Leopold-

ville) .. 
Ivory Coast 
Senegal 
U.A.R. 

India 
Pakistan .. 
Italy 
Guinea .. 
Tanganyika 

Soviet Union 

Ghana . . 

Ethiopia 

Dahomey 

Togo 

Niger Republic 

Tchad 

Mr A. I. Osakwe 
Alhaji Abdul Razaq 
Alhaji Ado Bayero 
Alhaji Muhammadu 

Ngileruma, o.B.E. 

Mr B. C. I. Obanye 
Alhaji Abubakar A. Koguna 
Mr L. 0. V. Anionwu 
Chief 0. Oweh 
Temporarily under an Act-

ing High Commissioner 
Temporarily under a 

Charge d'Affaires 
Temporarily under an Act

ing High Commissioner 
Temporarily under a 

Charge d'Affaires 
Temporarily under a 

Charge d'Affaires 
Temporarily under a 

Charge d'Affaires 
Temporarily under a 

Charge d'Affaires 
Temporarily under a 

Charge d'Affaires 

(779) 



Federal Parliament Debates 
iS29 [Oral Answers] 18 APRIL 1963 [Appropriation (1963-64) 1530 

European Com-
mon Market . .' Dr P. N. Ok.igbo 
1 Consulate-General in New York. 
4 Consulates at Buea, Santa Isabel, Port 

Sudan and Hamburg. 

President Olympio 
0.540. Mr I. A. Brown asked the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth Relations, 
if he will make a statement about the Commis
sion of Inquiry of which Nigeria was a member, 
appointed to investigate the circumstances 
leading to the death of the late President 
Olympio of Togo. 

Mr Okil"ll : The fact-finding and goodwill 
Mission appointed by the Council of Ministers 
of the Inter-African and Malagasy Organisation 
to visit Togo after the recent political crisis in that 
country has not yet completed its work, and it 
would therefore be premature to make a state
ment before consulting the other member states 
of the Organisation. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem: Will the Minister make 
the findings of that Commission available to the 
Members of this House? 

Hon. Jaja Wachuku: No, Sir. 

Mr I. A. Brown : Will the Minister tell this 
House when one should expect the report on 
the findings of the Commission ? 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

APPROPRIATION (1963-64) BILL 
(SECOND ALLOTTED ..JAY): CONSIDERED 

IN COMMITT~E OF SUPPLY 

HEAD 30.-MINISTRY OF 

EcoNOMIC DEVELOPME..l\IT 

Question proposed, That £435,090 for Head 
30-Min£stry of Economic Development-stand 
part of the Schedule. 

10.30 a.m. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): When one 
looks at the progress made in this country 
during the past" year which is the first year of 
the current Economic Development Pro
gramme one appreciates that some change of 
mind has occurred in the minds of the Govern
ment. For the first t .me this Government has 
begun to appreciate the role which a profes
sional economist, or rather a team of professional 
economists, can play in planning the develop
ment of a young country such as ours. The 

Bill : Committee] 

old approach which was haphazard and which 
was a sporadic attack on the bottleneck items 
has been abandoned. 

Nevertheless, I want to make very few 
observations on what has happened in the 
Ministry of Economic Development. In the 
first place, all economists know that from 
J. S. Mill down to Schum peter of yesterday that 
the red thread running across the economic 
development, or economic growth, of any 
nation, has been the emphasis laid on capital 
accumulation and the use of natural resources. 
I am sorry to say that in this country, even 
though we have now a blueprint to guide our 
development effort, that emphasis is mislaid. 
If one looks into the root cause of the mislaid 
emphasis one may be tempted to say that it 
lies in the Constitution of this country. 

In the first place. one of the biggest weapons 
we have in our hands for the development of 
thi<> country is our foreign trade. The second 
is the use of our natural resources, and the 
third is our finance and control over finance. 
Analysing these three items very carefully one 
will see that the power to control finance, 
foreign trade, international relations and our 
natural resources is in the hands of the Federal 
Government. But this power is not fully used. 
The Regions rather carry on a bulk of the work. 
One of the Regions may have a scientific 
approach to the Development Programme 
what happens in the other Regions is enough 
to thwart the efforts of the other Re .;ions. 
In other words, there is no co-ordination. 
The West, North and the East are each 
pulling a part in opposite directions. There 
is no cohesion. The Development Programme 
of this country lack> a spinal cord. If one 
-wants to u <>e a less dignified language one may 
say that It has no back-bone, or that it is 
spineless. There is no co-ordination ; there 
is no continuous thread running across the 
wh.)le Development Programme. 

An example can be found in the field of basic 
research. If one looks at the research program
me of the three Regions of Nigeria one will see 
that they are almost the same thing. This is a 
very dangerous phenomenon. We are wasting 
our money and manpower which are very 
limited. We are also wasting our time. I 
think that the Federal Minister of Economic 
Development should take a very deep breath 
and face the programme more boldly. He 
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should either lobby his fellow Ministers which other professionals are given. Just for 
in the Regions, woo them, and bring them example, a person like Dr Okigbo has been sent 
together to co-ordinate their efforts so that the outside Nigeria. Why should such a person be 
imited resources of Nigeria will be saved. thrown out of this country ? Normally, no 

The other thing I want to mention is the 
utter neglect of one branch of the economics 
called preservation of natural resources. We 
tend to waste our natural resources. We use 
the resources without replenishing them. Again, 
we tend to leave the use of certain items of our 
resources in the halitis of foreigners. This 
anomaly has been growing bigger and bigger 
since our independence. 

One example stands out clearly. Let us 
take a look at our timber industry. How 
many of the Governments of the three Regions 
and of this Federation are making an effort to 
control the destruction of timber in Nigerian 
forests ? And how many of these Governments 
are making any effort to replenish the timber 
which has been so carelessly and so planlessly 
exploited, particularly by foreigners and some 
indigenous timber combines ? And what is 
worse, because of lack of control in the timber 
business that business is now becoming a very 
risky one. Our people dump their money in 
the business. When they ship their logs to the 
United Kingdom, America or Canada and those 
logs cannot be sold profitably because of lack of 
control in the consumer markets the next 
thing the businessmen do is to dump them 
there at a loss. 

Thus Nigerian resources are wasted in two 
ways : destruction of timber and waste of 
capital invested in the business. This is also 
true of our mineral resources. There is just 
an uncontrolled traffic in the exploitation of 
Nigerian mineral resources, I want to warn 
that many of these resource~. once they have 
been tapped, can ne'{er be replaced. And I 
think that the Minister of Economic Develop
ment should know that oil is an important 
item in the Development programme. 

While on this subject of resources, I want to 
say that human resources are the first of all 
resources. It shocks me to recall that even at 
this time of our development indigenous 
economist in the Federal Ministry of Economic 
Development and in the Regional Ministries of 
Economic Planning are not properly treated. 
They are not given the same treatment 

country can afford to get rid ( f people of his 
calibre. We know tLat he is representing this 
country at the European Economic Community. 
But why should we lose such a first-class 
economist ? Whv lose an economist of interna
tional standard ? • 

An hon. Member also told us in this House 
that Dr Isong has left the Central Bank of 
Nigeria. What are the circumstances of his 
departure from the Central Bank of Nigeria 
to New York? Only recently we also heard 
that a well known economist like Dr Aboyade 
and Dr Onitiri left the Ministry of Economic 
Development. What is worse is the rumour 
which is now gaining ground all over tl.e place 
that one person who is internationally known 
and whose intelligence is widely reputed 
not only in Nigeria but also outside Nigeria 
in the person of Mr Godfrey Lardner is now 
being surrounded by circumstances which are 
very difficult to interprete to the world and to 
Nigeria. 

I do not know what is happening in the 
Ministry of Economic Development and I 
will be the last man to condone anybody 
sabotaging the security of this country be he 
my friend or foe. However, I think that a 
person of the calibre and experience of Mr 
Lardner, whose case is no longer a local case 
because he is known all over the world in the 
field of economic science, should be handled 
with all the caution and prudence at the com
mand of the Government. Fairness should 
be meted out to him so that the intellectual 
pillars of this country may not be scared away 
from the country. This use of human re
sources is so important that I cannot over
emphasise it on the Floor of this House. 

Also, there should be a concerted effort 
made to train more Nigerian budding econo
mists. We must train them in the art of 
basic research. It is one thing to train an 
economist at Oxford or Cambridge or Cornel 
or Harvard and it is another thing to bring 
him to Nigeria and give him the basic tools 
for doing the basic research in an under 
developed country ; because our problems are 
unique and different, the approach co the 
solution must be different and unique. 
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Last year, I suggested that seminars and 

symposium should be held in our universities so 
that the experience and knowledge of men in 
business could be interpreted into the things 
that the Ministry could use in making our 
economic programmes pay off. 

Finally, I want to say that the Federal 
Government of Nigeria has not yet been able 
to ~park the plug of economic development 
in this country. The bulk of the work of 
projecting development emergency to the 
nation is left in the hands of the Regional 
Governments. The Local Councils, the 
County Councils, the Urban Councils and the 
Provincial Assemblies are not yet conversant 
with this idea of development. The Federal 
Government has not yet come out openly to 
say-"Now let us develop Nigeria". If Govern
ment is determined to let use the big hammer 
of development emergency in this country I 
am sure that the impact will be felt. 

The other day I suggested although I did 
not have time to explain the point, that if 
Government want to manipulate the currency 
of Nigeria for the purpose of getting more 
money to improve this country they can do so 
first of all by controlling imports, secondly by 
encouraging indigenous industries and thirdly 
by increasing taxes. This can be done easily 
if we take the imports into Nigeria and group 
them into three categories. First, luxuries 
then essentials and lastly middle of the road 
importations. For example, if I want to 
import an American car into Nigeria the 
Government could ask me to pay £2 for 
£1. If I cari afford to pay £2 for £1 well 
God bless me. But if somebody wants to 
import building materials that cannot be made 
in Nigeria at this stage the Government should 
subsidize that importation. 

The same thing goes for tyrelene shirts. 
Why should Nigerians import tyrelene shirts ? 
Why should we even import shirts ? Why 
should we also import woollen suits made in 
London ? If a person insists on importing 
woollen suits into Nige:ria let him buy a suit 
worth say £1 for £1-10s-Od. What I am 
saying is a simple illustration of my statement 
that the Government has not yet taken develop
ment seriously. Our economy has not yet been 
sufficiently reorientated. That is why we talk 
about these things as thou~h they are symbolic 

and no effort is being made to really live 
austerely. American or British Minister of 
Finance or a team of industrialists come to 
Nigeria to inspect what we are doing at home. 
The British Minister of Finance may be riding 
a 1951 model Ford. He comes to Nigeria to 
find that a junior M.P. here is riding an 
American Ford or Cheverolet. How do we 
think they will lend us money ? 

An bon. Member : But you are riding one ? 

• Dr Nzeribe : I am riding one because I can 
afford to have one. 

An bon. Member : And you think others 
cannot afford it ? 

Dr Nzeribe : Yes. There is a lot of anti
thesis between the Government's idea of 
development and what the law of economic 
development is. When we speak of Deus Ex 
Machina, the God of the machine it has its own 
laws and if these laws are not followed develop
ment breaks down. So, I am asking the 
Government particularly the Ministry of 
Economic Development, to tighten its belt and 
put in more effort and to use more influence on 
its counterparts in the Regions and to realise 
that unless this Government takes on to itself 
the big hammer of leadership in economic 
development, planning, execution and the 
reviewing of problems, it will be impossible 
for us to make an appreciable headway in 
the field of economic development. We 
must do these things if we want to use our 
natural resources to the full, particularly 
human resources. 

Albaji Mubammadu Gauyamma (Hadejia 
North) : I rise to support the expenditure 
under Head 30, Ministry of Economic Deve
lopment. In doing so, may I contribute 
my gratitude to the Federal Government and 
in particular to that brilliant, courageous 
devoted, and straightforward Minister, Alhaji 
the hon. Waziri Ibrahim, for executing the 
pvlicy of his Ministry with frankness and all 
sincerity of purpose. 

As the stability of any civilised country 
depends upon the utilization of its natural 
resources, I hope the hon. Minister of Economic 
Devel )pment will indulge in working out a 
comprehensive planning scheme in order to 
make use of the raw materials already found 
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in this country to make the progress cf this I have commented enough on the drama 
great country successful. The efforts being over our census, and I wish to say that now is 
made by the Ministry of Economic Develop- the time that we must unite and co-operate 
ment are fully appreciated, and we wish the to produce something better and cast away 
Ministry could continue with its efforts in our ambitions and also face facts with good
making researches and all that is possible to will and faith in our country's future. 
standardize and uplift the economic status 
of this country. 

I support the expendii.ure for the Statistics 
Section of this Ministry because of the work 
that this Section of the Ministry is doing for 
the Government. Some time ago there was 
drama in this honourable House over the 
issue of our census. Our brilliant and capable 
Minister, the Minister of Economic Develop
ment was falsely blamed and wrongly mis
represented for the mere fact that he was frank 
and straightforward and called a spade a 
spade ·)n the Floor of this House. He was 
victimised simply because he read viva voce 
a sheet of p~per handed to him cc.ntaining 
facts and figures about the census, in answer 
to a question in which the whole House was 
interested. What was wrong in that, Mr 
Chairman ? What happened and what fol
lowed ? There was drama. 

Imagine, just for calling a spade a spade 
and for making a frank pronouncement, the 
House was in uproar v,.ith false accusations, 
misrepresentation, victimization and all sorts 
of nonesense against the brilliant and capable 
Minister, the Minister of Economic Develop
ment. 

Does the Chairman know the motive behind 
all that ? The motive was the high ambition 
of a section of a political party to control 
majority of parliamentary seats and thus 
assume power. The N.P.C. being formidable 
this ambitinn could not be realised. When a fox 
fails to reach the grapes, it says the grapes are 
sour. But these people did more than that Sir. 
The accusers who were also the offenders went 
on bamboozling and misrepresenting the 
accused, the Minister of Economic Develop
ment, to the press and public because they 
found him so confident, so invincible, fair and 
straightforward. He is full of frankness. The 
Right hon. Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa took 
a wise decision when after consulting with the 
Regional Premiers, he announced that the last 
census had been nullified. 

I also wish to support the expenditure on 
agriculture, and in doing so, I wish to urge 
that measures be introduced to increase agri
cultural production in this country. We should 
find means whereby commodities such as 
groundnuts, millet, guinea corn, rice, wheat, 
yams, potatoes and beans can grow in abun
dance. The farmers should be allowed to 
make use of results of agricultural researches 
for increased production. They should be 
encouraged to use fertilizers so as to raise their 
production and protect the young plants from 
termites and harmful insects. 

I also wish to comment on the irrigation 
systems along our rivers and marshy valleys. 
Irrigation will contribute a lot to farming and 
keep the people busy farming so that they will 
obtain additional harvest instead of depending 
on the normal harvest. This will promote the 
economy of our country. 

I wish to say that this scheme which now 
operates along River Hadejia has proved 
successful and should be extended to al other 
rivers at suitable places for the greater pro
duction of wheat, rice, onions, tomatoes and 
other vegetables. 

I also want to suggest that Egyptian cotton 
seeds be introduced into this country as they 
excel all other seeds in the world to-day. I 
will conclude this part of my speech by saying 
that more production will mean more wealth 
and more wealth will mean more health too. 

I also support the expenditure under 
Forestry. Although I am not a conservator 
of Forests, I have to say that I am very in
terested in the development of the trees, 
fruits, seeds, flowers and green grass of our 
country, and this shows my keen interest in 
forestry. Apart from encouraging forest re
serves in this country, I wish also that economic 
trees be introduced into Nigeria, in addition 
to our own. A lot has been done and is being 
done by this Ministry especially in the far 

(783) 



Federal Parliament Debates 
1537 [Appropriation (1963-64) 18 APRIL 1963 Bill: Committee] 1538 

(ALHAJI GAUYAMMA] 

north of Northern Nigeria where fuel planta
tions are developed to satisfy the future 
demand for fire wood during the rains. This 
of course is a sound provision for which the 
Ministry should be congratulated. Their 
foresight is commendable. 

In conclusion I should like to say that the 
planting of trees along Hadejia to Kano road 
should be extended from Hadejia to Mala
Maduri to the route lea4ing to Gumel. I 
should like to emphasise that this is of great 
importance from the economic viewpoint, and 
will also make the road in between the two 
ends look colourful as against the dull scenery 
during the dry season. 

I beg to support. 

Mr D. S. Udo-Inyang (Opobo North) : In 
speaking on this Head I would like, first of all, 
to remark that there is much over-lapping 
between the Ministry of Economic Develop
ment, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
and the Ministry of Finance, and this very 
often does not work to the best advantage of 
this country. In fact, it seems to me that there 
is no co-ordination and co-operation among 
them. 

The Chairman : This is irrelevant. 

Mr Udo-Inyang : I will now dwell on one 
important announcement made by the hon. 
Minister of Economic Development on the 
Floor of this House last year about retail trade. 
I think that that announcement was very 
premature, in that there was no ground work 
preceding the announcement. There should 
have been prior consultation between the 
Ministry of Economic Development and the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry before 
asking expatriate firms to withdraw from the 
retail trade. 

I think the indigenous traders should have 
been allowed sufficient time to obtain enough 
loans from the Government in order to be 
well-equipped to take over the retail trade 
effectively. It should be made clear that as a 
result of that announcement many of our 
people lost their employment, and that, in 
turn, brought sorrow to many families . It is 
my view that in the best interest of the economy 

of this country that premature announcement 
ought to have been made after good ground 
work had been completed with all concerned. 

The other point is about the raw materials of 
this country. The Ministry of Economic 
Development should ensure that our raw 
materials are processed before they are sent 
overseas. It is because we send away these 
things raw that we do not realise higher prices 
from their exportation, as compared with what 
their prices are when imported back into the 
country. This sad state of affairs is dis
couraging our farmers very much. On the 
other hand if the Ministry of Economic 
Development undertakes the processing of 
our raw materials I am quite sure that that 
will offer employment to so many of our 
people, and it will also widen the scope of our 
industrial development in this country. 

Under this Head there is provision for 
research and statistical study. It seems to me 
that this is a waste because, as far as I know, 
research and statistics are just like newly 
finished products which, if not brought to the 
notice of the consumer, will not yield good 
dividends. The point I am making is that 
the results obtained from research and statis
tical study are not always made known to the 
people concerned with industrial and agricul
tural activities in this country. They start 
in the offices in Lagos and end in the offices in 
Lagos. I think that the Ministry should 
ensure that whatever results are obtained from 
the study are brought to the attention of our 
people, so that they could make use of them 
for guidance. 

I now come to afforestation. Ours is a 
great country but we allow our forests to grow 
wild. I think this is the time that we should 
have a timber industry, because we have 
sufficient natural resources and natural advan
tages with which to make a start. Moreover 
if afforestation is introduced into this country, 
it will prevent flooding and that in turn will 
prevent erosion. 

Some countries do this in order to improve 
their land, and make unproductive land 
fertile. This is a tropical country where there 
is good timber, and it is my belief that affore
station, if introduced, will constitute a very 
important item of our economy. 
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Whenever agriculture is mentioned on the Co-operative movements should be intra 
Floor of this House people often retort that it duced all over the country and they should be 
is a Regional subject. I think the time has handled exclusively by the Ministry of Econo
come when the Ministry of Economic Develop- mic Development. It is indeed a pity that at 
ment should find ways and means of assisting the moment this is left in the hands of the 
the Regions to develop their agriculture. It Ministry of Labour. Farmers should be 
must be remembered that the constitution is assisted in the organisation of co-operative 
made for man and not man for the Constitu- movements and in the grading and marketing of 
tion, and as such if we know of any thing that their products. 
could bring about the economic prosperity of 
this nation we should not hesitate to take 
active interest in it merely because it is a 
Regional subject. 

Agriculture is very important because it is the 
b, drock of our economy. It should not be left 
entirely in the hands 0f the Regional Govern
ments since, after all, the Regions themselves 
have much to care for. I should like to point 

ut that as long as agriculture is relegated to the 
background in this country we shall have no 
hope of economic 1evival and emancipation. 

At the moment land is one of the most 
important natural resources we can be proud of 
but, unfortunately, it is not being fully utilised. 
If one takes a quick look through our country 
one finds extensive areas lying waste and un
developed. A remedy must be found to 
develop the land. If something is done 1 have 
no doubt that it will increase our national 
economy and provide employment avenues for 
our people. I am calling on the Ministry to 
look into this suggestion seriously. 

There is one very important aspect of our 
economy '\\-hich the Ministry of Economic 
Development could help to enhance, and that is 
fruit growing. In some tropical countries like 
the East Indies and the West Indies, fruit 
growing forms a very important item of their 
economy, but in this country fruit growing is 
entirely neglected. If we undertake to explore 
the possibility of growing fruits in abundance, 
I am sure we shall have lots of fmits to export, 
thereby raising our economic stability. 

Also in some overseas countries fanners take 
interest in keeping bees. Bee keeping is also a 
great asset in the development of agriculture. 

The Ministry of Economic Development 
should introduce modern agricultural machines· 
and teach the people the scientific methods of 
production and preservation. If this is done it 
wiH onng about ~reater efficiency in organisa
tion and marketing. 

Tourism is another item that is undertaken by 
the Ministry of Economic Development in 
various countries and there is no reason '"hy it 
should not he started in this country. Quite 
often visitors come to West Mrica and it is 
widely known that anybody who visits Mrica 
without stepping into Nigeria feels he has not 
travelled at all. In this regard I feel that the 
more people come into this country tLe more 
money we shall get. So I am calling for the 
establishment of a tourist industry in the 
Regions, or wherever we can find a suitable 
holiday resort. 

The Ministry of Economic Development 
upon which the economic progress and develop
ment of this country depend should not 
overlook the contribution expected of it. The 
Ministry should not make the mistake of over
looking or neglecting men of great talents. 
Wherever you have a talented person or men of 
a particular kind of ability, no matter where 
they come from they should be recruited to 
help the economic development of this country. 
This reminds me of a remark made by my 
hon. Friend, Mr Brown some days ago, a 
remark that was repeated by another friend of 
mine, Dr Nzeribe, tliat the fate of Dr !song 
of the Central Bank has caused this country a 
great deal of concern. We think that he has 
got a specialised knowledge in banking, 
perhaps the only Nigerian specialised in 
banking. But what has earned him all that 
unfair treatment ? 

An hon. Member : Tribalism ! 

Mr Udo-Inyang : I very much urge the 
Minister not to overlook talented people 
because it is not common to be talented. 
Tribalism should not be a barrier to the 
progress of talented persons in their careers. 

I now want to talk about census which has 
already been mentioned by some hon. Members 
in this House. It is disappointing to note that 
the country spent over one million pounds on 
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census without achieving any satisfactory 
result. I am appealing to the Minister of 
Economic Development to see that such a 
thing does not happen again in the future. 
The Minister should be more serious in his 
responsibility as Minister of Economic 
Development, because before he was appointed 
a Minister in charge of that Ministry, the 
Prime Minister was satisfied that he could 
cope with such ministerial responsibilities. If 
the Minister is ignorant of the duties devolving 
upon the work of his Ministry, how can he 
lead a delegation abroad to represent this 
country ? I think before he goes abroad on 
any economic mission he should know well in 
advance the economic problems confronting 
this country so that when he gets there he 
knows exactly what to present and what to 
look for. 

Mr U. 0. Ayeni (Afenmai North West): In 
supporting the provision under this Head I 
have few observations to make. First, about 
research. When one goes through the Esti
mates one finds that a lot of money is being 
spent on one type of research or - another. 
There is nothing bad about that. But the 
only query I have is that the results of these 
researches have not been produced and pre
sented to the farmers of this country. For 
instance a lot of money has been spent on the 
oil research near Benin during the last year, 
but I do not think that the very farmers who 
are going to benefit from the result of the 
research are aware of the results of these 
researches. Similarly we have a research in 
respect of rice and other products. If the 
country is going to benefit from the research 
farmers should be made aware of the results 
of the researches and be able to apply them. 

The other aspect I am going to talk about is 
the much-talked of 1962-68 Economic Develop
ment Plan. I think the staff of the Economic 
Planning unit is so small, and I wonder how 
such a small unit will cope with the demands of 
economic planning all over the country. One 
would have thought that such a unit would be 
spread throughout the country instead of being 
centralised in Lagos. It is because of this 
centralisation that the Minister finds it difficult 
to ensure that industries are extended to all 
parts of the country. Industries are sited in 
one place whether or not that place has natural 
advantages. We must not cater for one parti-

cular place alone. We should look for other 
places to see if such places have the same natural 
advantages for projects. 

The other point is that in spite of the fact 
that we have a lot of minerals in some other 
places the Geological Department has not been 
able to put it before the Minister of Economic 
Development that these places should be 
developed. I have particularly in mind, lime 
stone deposit, near Igara in Afenmai Division 
which I understand is quite suitable for the 
manufacture of cement. The difficulty is that 
in this part of the country which is far from the 
centre of productivity, like Nkalagu or Ewekoro 
the price rises considerably. People living in 
that particular place should be encouraged so 
that what is naturally situated in their own 
environment could be tapped for the purpose 
of producing those things which are needed for 
development. 

I know it is difficult to draw a parallel between 
the Ministry of Economic Development and the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. Yesterday 
many bon. Members spoke about the question 
of encouraging our producers, in other words, 
they were all speaking on the side of the produ
cer. Well, what about the consumer? We are 
the consumers. In a free competition consu
mers should be allowed to select their own 
goods, and if a good businessman like Mr Opia 
insists on purchasing home-made stocks, such 
home-made stocks should be of competitive 
charges with the imported ones. I think this 
Ministry and the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry should look into it. It is not just a 
question of saying "buy Nigerian goods". I, for 
example, one finds that furniture made in Port 
Harcourt is not as good as furniture imported 
from the United Kingdom, one is entitled to 
buy what one thinks is better. So it is the duty 
of these Ministries to see that whatever is 
produced in this country compares favourably 
with whatever is imported into this country. It 
will be the duty of this Ministry to see that 
whatever is produced in this country compares 
favourably with whatever is imported, other
wise if we are being forced to patronise the 
home-produced goods and we know quite 

.honestly that the imported ones are better, we 
are indirectly exploiting the consumer and we 
are making him to buy what he may consider as 
inferior goods in place of the commodity which 
he would like to buy if he were left with a free 
choice. 
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The other aspect of the whole thing, which be ahle to devote their attention to such pro
some people made mention of yesterday and jects that will quickly accelerate the pace of 
which has been mentioned also this morning, industrial development in this country. 
is this question of retail trade. I do not think 
that there is yet enough capital for our people 
to carry on from where the big firms left off. 
If the capital is there, then there is no query 
about who should carry on the retail trade or 
who should not. The capital is not there yet. 

Closely linked with this Head is the aspect 
which concerns this Ministry in respect of 
agriculture. We pay a great deal of lip 
service to the back-to-the-land appeal. In 
some places, particularly in the Eastern 
Region where little land for agriculture 
is available, there is difficulty to get people 
to settle down to the land.-

Mr R. N. Muojeke (Awka Central) : On a 
point of information, I would like to let the 
hon. Member know that Eastern Nigeria has 
surplus land for agriculture and we are utilising 
the land in Eastern Nigeria to the best advantage 
of the whole Nigeria. 

Mr Ayeni : We are talking comparatively. 
Comparatively, Eastern Nigeria has smaller 
land than either the North, West or even the 
Federal Territory. 

Mr C. Chiedozie (Enugu) : On a point of 
order, I am sure the hon. Member speaking 
has not gone to the Eastern Region before. 

Mr Ayeni : The point I am making is this. 
If we are going to encourage people to go back 
to the land, the method being used at present 
in the Regions is not the best. This question 
of farm settlement is not the best, and I do 
not think it is going to do us much good. 
The idea is that a lot of money is being spent 
in bringing up one man to be interested in it, 
whereas when he leaves the farm settlement, 
he cannot practice exactly those things that 
he had been taught. 

Co-operative farming will help us better 
in this country than the farm settlement 
scheme. The whole idea of our economic 
development should be based on precisely 
what this country is going to get so that the 
rate of industrial development might increase. 
The planning unit and the research unit should 

With these remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr J. M. Damla (Pankshin West): I rise 
to support this Head under our able Minister 
of Economic Development. In doing so, 
I have to congratulate the Minister of Economic 
Development on his achievements since he 
was appointed to this office. Though some 
hon. Members in this House criticise the 
Minister on the issue of census, the issue of 
census is not the matter of the Minister of 
Economic Development alone. The fault of 
the failure of census is ours. It is the fault of 
the Members of Parliament. 

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aha Urban): On a 
point of order, the issue of census is not the 
fault of Members of this Parliament. 

Mr Damla : I say it is our fault because we 
have done nothing. The confusion about 
the census started from the South, by getting 
20,000 people to-day, to morrow 10,000 people. 
(Interruptions). 

The Chairman: Order, order. Members 
should appreciate that we are discussing 
Head 30-Ministry of Economic Develop
ment-and not Statistics. 

Mr Damla : Thank you, Mr Chairman. 
When we start saying anything about the 
South, some people here begin to shout. 
Some of them asked the Minister of Economic 
Development in this House to resign. If the 
matter of resignation does arise, then the 
Ministers in the Eastern Region should all 
resign because it is in the East that 20.000 
people were alleged to have been discovered. 
(Interruptions). 

The Chairman : Order, order. The hon. 
Member must abandon his attack on hon. 
Members. 

Mr Damla : In 1952 when the census was 
conducted, the population of the Eastern 
Region was about 8,000,000. (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: Order, order. Will the 
hon. Member please discuss something other 
than the census. 
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Mr Damla : Thank you, .Ylr Chairman. I 
accept your ruling. What I am trying to point 
om is that this :Winistry is the Ministry of 
Economic Development and we must use it 
economically. 

Let me appeal to the Minister of Economic 
Development that, though the matter of agri
culture is under the Regional Governments, 
he should advise the Regional Governments to 
open farm settlements in each province so as to 
allow our young people to train as farmers. I 
am also appealing to the Minister of Economic 
Development to have consultations with the 
Northern Regional Government with a view 
to improving the fish farm at Tanyam and also 
to open more fish farms in the Northern 
Region in order that people may get fresh fish. 

An hon. Member : What of the other 
parts of the country ? 

Mr Damla : The other parts of the country 
have fish from the sea. 

The matter of agriculture is very important. 
It is very important because about three 
quarters of the people of this country are 
farmers. Even our respected leader, the 
Prime Minister, has a big farm. The Premier 
of the North also has a big farm. I have my 
own farm, a big one. If the leaders of the 
country could try to set examples by owning 
farms, surely our people will be encouraged 
to do more farming in the country. 

We should stop importing potatoes from 
other countries because we grow plenty of 
them in Southern Bauchi and Southern Zaria, 
enough for the country. The only reason 
is that the Government does not want to 
encourage the farmers to improve production 
and sale of potatoes. There are so many 
things to he got from Nigeria, but there is no 
encouragement forthcnmig from the Govern
ment. I am, therefore, appealing to the 
Minister of Economic Development to advi'se 
the Regional Governments strongly on the 
matter of agriculture. There are vast virgin 
lands in the country, and yet we talk of unem
ployment. I see no reason why boys should 
not be encouraged to take up farming. All 
of us cannot be doctors or lawyers. Some of us 
must be farmers and those who choose to be 
farmers should be given every encouragement. 
We have got thousands and thousands of boys 

in colleges, universities and other places of 
higher learning. Some of these students 
should be encouraged to do research in farm
ing so as to improve farming in this country. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr J. 0. Olaore (Oshun North East) : 
Much has been said about the economic 
development of this country. The other day, 
the Minister of Economic Development was 
trying to explain to this honourable House the 
policy of his Ministry and the achievements 
the Ministry has made during last year and 
the ones it intends to make for the year 1963-64. 
I have not seen much that Ministry has 
been able to achieve, and the Minister has not 
explained fully what that Ministry intends to do 
concerning the economic development of the 
country. For instance, referring to the ques
tion of agriculture, this particular Ministry 
has not given the farmers of this country the 
benefit of the experience derived from the 
research which is being made by the Ministry 
of Economic Development. Researches could 
also be carried on through its counterparts 
in the Regions. As far as agriculture is 
concerned, the method of ploughing is still 
primitive. There is nothing new at all in 
farming and there is nothing that the Ministry 
has been able to do to improve the situation. 

During the debate on this particular Ministry 
last year one hon. Member specifically men
tioned the question of the Fisheries Division of 
this Ministry. From time, and even up till 
now, I think fish got from the Lake Chad area 
are smoked before they are sold. This man 
suggested that the Ministry should introduce 

. new methods so that when-

The Chairman : I would like to remind the 
hon. Member that we are on Head 30-
Ministry of Economic Development-and he 
is speaking on Head 32-Fisheries Service
which we have not yet reached. 

Mr Olaore : I quite agree with your ruling, 
but I think this thing is included in the Ministry 
of Economic Development. 

However, I have to raise the point which was 
touched upon by one Member the other day 
regarding· a civil servant, Mr Lardner. The 
Minister of Economic Development has not 
been able to give l,IS sufficient reasons why this 
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man should be relegated to his present post. 
According to the daily papers, this man was 
alleged to have leaked out official secrets, but 
we are not told in what way. I think it will 
be very necessary, in the interest of justice, to 
say how this man leaked out the secrets, 
because the public are not satisfied with the 
flimsy excuse given by the Minister. I think 
the Minister will do well to enlighten the 
House on this matter. I do not say that the 
Minister should tell us the contents of the 
documents, but the circumstances leading to 
his unwarranted relegation. I am told that 
this man has served the Government for 
several years. If he should be relegated, I 
think there should be more important reasons 
which must be adduced to justify it. At the 
moment, the public is of the opinion that this 
man's relegation is unjustified. 

I beg to support. 

Mr D. M. Gbolagunte (Ibarapa) : I notice 
that the Chairman called two people from the 
Government side and only one man from the 
Opposition side. I wish to remind the Chair
man that the Government is a coalition Govern
ment and the Opposition is also a coalition of 
opposition. (Laughter). 

The Chairman : I always take opposition 
of the Opposition as opposition. (Laughter). 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : First 
of all I want to thank the !Vlinist!'r of Economic 
Development for setting up the Manpower 
Board. I think hon. Members are really 
happy that for the first time in the history of this 
country, we have been able to set up a Man
power Board to look into manpower require
ments and employment targets in the country. 
I only want to make an appeal to the Minister, 
and that is to ensure that representatives from 
the Regions, or representatives of Regional 
Governments have free hands in the working 
of the Board. It is no use coming to the Man
power Board with a cut and dried attitude or 
decision from a particular Region, with the 
result that members of the Board will not be 
able to make full use of that organisation. 
However, it is too early for anybody to expect 
them to · perform a miracle·. We are only 
hoping that in course of time: the country will 
benefit from their work. '. 

When !Vlembers look at . the Manpower 
·Board they will find. that the .pr~>Visions are 

quite inadequate. I thought we should have • 
provided more so as to get real experts to co
operate in the working of this Board. For a 
Manpower Board to succeed, I would recom
mend that the members of the Board should 
take time to tour other parts of the world, to 
see what is happening in places like the United 
States, Germany, or possibly the Soviet Union, 
to know the working of their Manpower 
Boards. That, at least, will help the Board in 
their work. 

Well, there is the question of the Department 
of Statistics which has to work hand in hand 
with this Manpower Board. Last year the 
Minister made a promise here that they were 
going to improve the quality of that Depart
ment. He also told us that there are some 
Nigerians abroad doing some courses, and that 
the United Nations' experts have been 
scheduled to help. I want to say, with all 
sincerity, that this country has not benefited 
adequately from the work of this particular 
Department, and the Ministers should really 
do something about it, because they have to 
work hand in hand with the Manpower Board. 
Up till to-day in this country, we cannot boast 
of any reliable data from that Department. 
We cannot get any reliable data for our cost 
of living, manpower, and employment target 
opportunities. I do not really understand 
what that Department is doing. It should be 
made to work, or it has to be scrapped. 

I am appealing to the Minister to do some
thing so that this country can rely on something 
in planning the economy of the country. At 
the moment the economy is haphazardly 
planned because we lack this data, and I am 
appealing to him seriously to help. It even 
helps the Labour Union and Management in 
negotiating for wages or claims that call for 
a reliable data. We have nothing like that, 
and that Department has been a disappoint
mentto us. 

The other point that I want to make is about 
the promise which was made last year, that 
there would be rural economy survey embracing 
the whole country. In other won!;!, the 
Minister promised to survey the economy of 
the nation up to the village level. I wonder 
whether any Member here can bear witn, ss 
that such an economic survey had been con
ducted in his own constituency. In mv own 
c~mstituency, I ~ave not seen anything of that 
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sort. The result is that these things are paper 
work. When a statement is made by a Minis
ter, we would like to go home with the impres
sion that that statement should be relied 
upon. This honourable House was given that 
assurance that there would be an economic 
survey up to the village level so that we could 
know how to plan the future, and it is really 
disappointing that up till to-day nothing of that 
nature has happened. 

Mr D. S. Udo-Inyang (Opobo North) : On 
a point of information, there was an economic 
survey conducted last year, and a team was 
sent from the Ministry of Economic Develop
ment to all villages. 

Several hon. Members : To where ? 

Mr Udo-Inyang : At least to my village. 

The Minister ofEconomic Development 
(Alhaji the hon. Waziri Ibrahim): The rural 
economic survey is actually in progress right 
now. This has started, and it is in progress. 

Mr Mbah : I am really grateful to the 
Minister for the assurance that it is now in 
progress. I want to appeal that since this 
survey is in progress, efforts should be made to 
survey all the villages in the Federation. It 
should not ':le just a question of surveying 
townships and returning to Lagos, or somebody 
sitting in townships and sending emissaries to 
the villages to collect certain data. In this 
connection, we are all looking forward to a 
fruitful result of this survey so that the villages, 
the rural areas, will be remembered in the 
Six-Year Development Plan. Particulady 
Owerri Division, and my constituency Owerri 
North,-Ikeduru and Mbaitoli-should be 
surveyed. We have potentialities, raw materials 
and everything that can give Government the 
necessary opportunity to start industries in 
Ikeduru and Mbaitoli. 

I want to make a moving appeal to the 
Minister in particular. It is not only in my 
constituency but also in the whole of Owerri 
Division which has been crying and appealing 
for years for something to be done to replace 
the Shell-BP which has left, thereby leaving a 
very big economic vacuum there, that some
thing should be done in respect of this survey. 
I think if he can co-operate with the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, in a very short time 
Owerri will benefit from a very heavy industry. 

Well, the other point is about food production 
or increase in export trade. There is no food 
in our markets. If one goes to some of our 
markets one will find that they are stinking, 
because we have there rotten materials. 
Many eat nothing but chaff in this country. 
They do not eat food of any real quality. It is 
nothing but chaff. If one goes to supermarkets 
in Europe or elsewhere, one can hardly hear 
any odour. We hear this odour in our ~arkets 
because the materials taken there are not 
properly taken care of. That is no food. 
During the tour of my constituency this 
question was raised. The complaint every
where now is that there is no food in the 
country, particularly cash crops. 

Last year the Minister told this honourable 
House that the United Nations has made 
available a sum of £9 million for certain 
projects. He did not analyse the projects. 
I think he left us in darkness, and he should be 
able to tell us what this £9 million was meant for. 

The other point is about the economy of this 
country. I would like to say that this country 
is right now sitting on a tinder box due to 
faulty economy. The economy of the country 
has not been carefully planned, and unless 
efforts are made to plan the economy to the best 
interest of all of us, the future is definitely 
uncertain. The future of the country is 
clouded with uncertainty because of faulty 
economy. I am not blaming our Government, 
at least, for the present state of affairs. This is 
a relic of . colonialism. Now that we are 
independent, it is the duty and responsibility of 
this Government to do something to re-plan 
the economy of this country. 

I have always been saying in this House that 
the wide gap between the rich and the poor in 
this country should be bridged. I have also 
appealed that the disparity in the public service 
has to be bridged. If one goes outside one 
finds a lot of people going about. They are 
complaining, not necessarily that we are not 
doing something, but because the way we plan 
the economy is bad. 

Now, I do not see how one can convince 
anybody that simply because one is a Member 
of Parliament or a Minister, therefore one is 
entitled to live a very descent life alone. I am 
not advocating that we should all be equal, but 
we should try to convince the people in the rural 
areas who gave us the votes to be here, that 

(790) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

1551 [Appropriation (1963-64) 18 APRIL 1963 Bill: Committee] 1552 

if we had been living on foofoo and all that country let us comb the country and get experts. 
before we came here, nothing prevents us from Let us get people from the universities, let us 
continuing to do so while we are Members of get people from the Government Service, let us 
this House. When planning the economy of get people from the labour movements ancl let 
this country, we must think of the unfortunate us also get people from business houses to sit 
brothers and sisters outside who cannot change together and plan, so that we may be able to 
the old system unless through our own efforts. decide how much a labourer should earn, 

how much we should offer to a clerk, how 
much we should pay a manager and how 
much is to be paid to a Minister. We should 
not leave all these things in the way the British 
peop!e left them for us. It is not in the 
interest of this country to continue to retain the 
British system of economic planning. Mter 
all, these people left us without any industry, 
they were only concerned with the collection 
of taxes and exploitation of our raw materials. 

Therefore, to save this country from trouble 
and disaster, we have to do something about 
re-planning the economy of this country to the 
benefit of the common man, the working man, 
the farmer, the trader, and everyone of us. 
This is a challenge. I have been able to show 
that some of our people are on 3s-10d per day in 
this country. I have known people who earn 
2s-6d a day under some commercial firms. 

Nobody cares about all these things and if 
you go to any other part of the world you will 
see that a man is at least able to afford a full 
breakfast, a full lunch and a full dinner. A 
man should be able to afford the basic neces
saries of life : he should be able to eat well, 
he should be able to find a place to sleep and he 
should be able to clothe himself. I feel it is 
our duty to see to this. It is the duty of the 
Government because in this country Govern
ment is not only the civil authority, it is also 
the largest employer of labour. That is why 
I am making the appeal. I know that the 
question of raising the standard of living of 
our people is not the duty of Government 
alone ; we have to seek the co-operation of the 
commercial firms and other industrialists in 
this respect. It is not a problem which the 
Government alone should tackle. 

I know that it is only 2! years since inde
pendence and that we cannot do everything 
overnight. I am only trying to draw the 
attention of the House to some of the things 
which may lead to trouble if we are not careful 
If we think in terms of ourselves, only the 312 
Members of this House and we do not bother 
about the 45 million people outside, then, 
we are in trouble. Therefore, the question of 
the economy of this country is very essential, 
and in exploring the economy of this country 
we have to make use of the talents and the 
experience of the people who are in a position 
to advise the Government. 

I hate the idea of going through Govern
ment departments alone to look for people. If 
we really want to plan the economy of the 

I quite appreciate the fact that the Govern
ment has done something to improve our 
economy, but I feel they should do more. 
There are people outside this Parliament who 
are suffering. There is dissatisfaction every
where, and something has to be done to 
improve the situation ; otherwise, we are in 
trouble. 

The other point which is also a challenge to 
the Minister is how to improve the quality 
of our food. We are told by experts that the 
life span in this country is 40 years. In 
Europe and America it is between 65 and 70 
years. If the life span in Nigeria is so low 
compared with w'!).at is obtaining in Europe 
and America, this is partly due to the quality of 
the food we eat. ·I feel the Government should 
do something about this. We all want our life 
span to be increased so that some of us can 
live for 100 years or more. 

I do not want to belabour this point because 
I have made the point during the debate on 
the Appropriation Bill, but I am only saying 
this again so that the Minister may take note 
and see what he can do to improve the situation. 
We look up to him to help the country and to 
fight this disease which has plagued other 
independent African countries due to false 
economic planning. This is a technical sub
ject, and something of interest to e"Verybody. 
I can assure the Minister that if he needs the 
co-operation of those of us in the Labour 
Movements and those who can help him both 
in this House and outside it, he will get it. 
Once a Minister is willing to take advice and 
is amenable to public opinion, he will always 
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progress. But when a Minister refuses to 
take advice and feels that he has the monopoly 
of intelligence, nobody will co-operate with 
him, and he can never progress. 

With these few remarks I beg to support. 

11.55 a.m. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau (Sokoto West Central): 
In supporting this Head I wish to make very 
few remarks. It is becoming more difficult 
to understand the Regional and the Federal 
responsibility. Economic development is not 
only the responsibility of the Federal Govern
ment but also that of the Regional Govern
ments. It is however too early to assess the 
achievements of the Ministry of Economic 
Development, and I hope that closer co
operation will be made between the Federal 
and the Regional Governments in order to 
make our Six-Year Development Programme 
a success. 

I now come to the question of aids from 
foreign countries. It is disheartening to see 
that foreign aid in respect of agricultural 
projects from which the Minister said last 
year that the Regional Governments will 
benefit is not forthcoming. I think this is 
unfortunate because this is the first year of 
our Six-Year Development Planning when we 
are supposed to have the first anniversary and 
offer three hearty cheers to those who have 
helped us. The Minister has made it quite 
clear that our agricultural projects have not 
been having the support of foreign countries. 
I would like to advise the Minister in this 
respect that we should not depend on foreign 
aid alone. We should explore the possibility 
of having aid from the big firms in Nigeria 
who have been benefiting from our agricul
tural products. Companies like U.A.C. and 
others which have their headquarters in 
England should spear-head the question of 
aid to this country. The development of our 
agricultural products will be to their own 
advantage. They will be the first to benefit 
from it. I therefore appeal to the Minister 
to see that these companies are approached 
with a view to aiding thia country. 

The other point I would like to make is the 
question of retail trade. We come to the 
Floor of this House every year to complain 
that the retail trade is still being monopolised 

by foreign firms. I think the time has come 
when the Federal and the Regional Govt:rn
ments should make concrete arrangements to 
see that the retail and distributive trades are 
only handled by indigenous people. It is no 
use for us to come here every year to talk of 
the retail trade being handled by foreigne ,·s. 
We should make efforts ourselves to see that 
these trades are handled by the indigenous 
people. 

Co-operation is needed here because it is not 
only the Federal Government but also the 
Regional Governments who are responsible 
for their trade in this respect. I appeal to the 
Minister to have consultations with his 
Colleagues in the Regions and make concrete 
plans, give a specific time for the retail trade to 
be taken over by indigenous people. 

Here I think the question of restoring com
panies could be mentioned because retail 
trade is monopolised by foretgners. I suggest 
that conditions should be imposed when 
licences are issued to foreigners specifying a 
time limit when foreigners must surrender such 
trade to indigenous people or else conditions 
shnuld be imposed so that such trade will not 
be hafl(iJed ny fOJ eignero; :llone. In other 
words, they should be made to combine with 
our people. 

Last time we made mention of many indus
tries which could be established in this country 
and others which could be improved in order 
to succeed in our economic development. One 
Member mentioned one industry which is very 
c ,couraging in the North. It is one of the 
best industries and if the Minister, through 
his research, could help the Northern Region 
a lot could be achieved in flour industry. 
I appeal to the Minister to see that the experi
ment which has proved successful is encouraged 
by this Government. 

Every hour we are made to understand that 
flour is imported into this country whereas if 
our wheat industry is encouraged by this 
Government and the Re0onal Governments 
the importation of flour could be stopped and 
the one produced in this country could be used. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Usman A. Ahmed): On a point of 
information, we have got a flour mill which 
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can produce sufficient flour for the need of the 
whole of Nigeria. We ho longer import flour 
into this country. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau : I appeal to the 
Minister to see that the flour industry is 
encouraged in this respect. I should also like 
to advise the Minister to see that duplication 
of efforts is stopped between Regional and 
Federal Governments in our economic pro
gramme. The economic programme of the 
nation should come first and foremost. 

I beg to support. 

12.05 p.m. 

Mr J. D. Odebunmi (Egba North) : It is 
well known that the financial resources of a 
nation constitute the pivot on which the nation 
revolves. It is also well known that the 
economic development of a nation constitutes 
another pivot upon which the financial re
sources revolve. In view of that, we should 
examine the revolution of our finapcial resources 
and our economic development, or on what 
sort of pivot they revolve. Do they make a 
jagged, distorted and staccato sort of revolution, 
or do they make a smooth, progressive revolu
tion? 

The greatest nation takes care first and 
foremost of its economic development. In 
view of the fact that economic development is 
so important, I feel that of the total amount 
voted for the Six-Year Development Plan, an 
appreciable sum of money, a very big slice 
should be devoted towards our economic 
development. 

About a year ago the Minister of Economic 
Development got up on the Floor of this 
House and made a pronouncement in the 
course of which he said that his Ministry would 
see to the total eradication of mosquitoes and 
malaria fever in this country. That is a very 
great step towards development. But one full 
year has gone out of the Six-Year Develop
ment Programme and I wonder how many 
mosquitoes have been destroyed in the consti
tuencies of all the hon. Members. I know-

The Chairman: Order. I think while 
we appreciate that there is almost a limitless 
scope in this discussion, we have to draw a 
line between what belongs to the Department 

of Public Health and what belongs to the 
Ministry of Economic Development. 

Mr Odebunmi : If we refer to the Hansard 
of a year ago, we will see the amount of time 
the Minister of Economic Development devoted 
to his speech on the eradication of mosquitoes. 
I would like--

The Chairman: Orde. It may have been 
relevant that day but I thinK to-day it probably 
belong:s to the Ministry of Health. 

Mr Odebunmi : I am marshalling my 
points, Mr Chairman. It constitutes develop
ment. Drugs are made to fight malaria fever. 
Most of the raw materials are obtained from 
overseas and I know that right here in our 
country we can develop drugs from herbs of 
trees, from the roots of our trees and from our 
leaves. Such drugs could easily compete 
favourably with Quinacrine, Daraprine and all 
other drugs-

Mr J. 0. Ede (Idoma North) : I think the 
hon. Member is irrelevant because this item 
he is discussing here belongs to the Ministry 
of Health. 

The Chairman : I think he is more rele
vant now he is discussing uses to which our 
raw materials could be put. What the Chair 
objects to is discussing what the Ministry of 
Health should do. 

Mr Odebunmi : Nigeria certainly could 
have more of these different types of herbs of 
trees, roots and leaves being a tropical country. 
So we are imploring our Minister in charge 
of Economic Development to please see that 
his Ministry taps the resources from our local 
herbs. 

I should like to say a wotd or two about 
impMted canned meat, cereals, beans, etc. I 
think more money should be devoted to the 
development and preservation of our locally 
produced vegetables, spices and fruits which in 
themselves are seasonal. We know certain 
times in the year when with six pence we can 
get spices to fill a basket and certain times of the 
year when six pence worth of spices can hardly 
fill out nostril. If we can develop a very good 
canning industry, I feel that much more money 
will be saved in this country and there will be 
less importation of these canned products. 

(793) 



II 

I I 

Federal Parliament Debates 

1561 [Appropriation (1963-64) 18 APRIL 1963 Bill: Committee] 1562 

[MIN~STER OF EcoNOMIC DEVELOPMENT] On~ of our problems in. economic develop-
. ~or mstance, where there is any subject mentIS the shortage of capttal and the shortage 

whtch concerns the whole Federation-like the of the manpower, the technical know-how. 
Niger Dam project-the views of the Joint While we try to obtain capital and the technical 
Planning Committee comprising all the experts know-how, is it not then reasonable for people 
of the Governments of the Federation are who have both of these means to come and 
taken into account. In fact, it is on the ~iews d~velop the country, sometimes in partnership 
of the Joint Planning Committee that the wtth the Federal Government or the Regional 
National Economic Council bases its discus- Governments? We all know that the oil 
sions. Therefore, there is co-ordination. In refinery, for example, is a joint venture between 
fact, if Members know the extent to which the the Federal Government and the Oil Com
Regional Governments and the Federal Govern- panies. There is nothing wrong in this, and I 
ment co-operate in the planning of our economy ~ sure all hon. ~embers in this House agree 
I am sure they will be very pleased about it. I with me about this. We have got the resour
can assure hon. Members that there is even a ces ; we cannot develop them because we have 
day-to-day contact between the Regional not got the money and the technical know-how ; 
Ministries . o~ Economic Planning and the then somebody comes and. say~, "Let us put our 
Federal Mimstry of Economic Development. efforts together and explott thts for our mutual 
Under the present circumstances, where each a~vantage . " There is nothing wrong in it. 
Regional Government has the right to plan its Smce Members agree that it is sound, we 
own economy, we can hardly have a better cannot complain about that either. If our 
system. local people or our Governments have the 

My hon. Friend the Member for Orlu West 
(Dr Nzeribe) also talked about the timber 
industry and said that it is being e:x1ploited 
mainly by foreigners. Well, that can be true. 
It is a situation which cannot be helped. 
All hon. Members know that our policy in the 
country is that we should allow foreigners to 
come and invest in our country, to employ 
our people and also to give us loans and, in 
turn, they get a fair return for their investments. 
If this policy is accepted, then we cannot 
complain about expatriates doing very well in 
the timber industry. This does not exclude 
our people from investing in the timber 
industry, because there is still room for many 
more people to come in and take part. For 
this reason, I do not think that we can complain 
about the participation of foreigners in the 
timber industry. Unless we have got local 
people who can take over, I think it is not sound 
to say that they should leave it. When the 
foreign people who are in the timber industry 
leave, who will take their position ? The 
Governments can take part in timber industry 
if they like. 

In general terms, the Doctor spoke of 
uncontrolled exploitation of our natural resour
ces, such as oil and mineral resources. I 
think the same argument as I have indicated 
above applies. 

resources, then certainly we can control, to 
some extent, certain aspects of our industries 
t~at is if we are to choose between two things ~ 
either to agree to develop with the participation 
of expatriates, or we say no and reserve them 
until such a time as we ourselves have got 
both the money and the technical know-how. 
That will take some years and then, of course 
I think, it is a sort of wastage. Even i~ 
America, foreign participation, as hon. Mem
bers all know, played a great part before 
America came to its present position. There
fore, I would not like to say more on this. 
The hon. Doctor, I am sure, appreciates these 
points. 

About our human resources, that is the 
training of our people, we have programmes 
for training our people in various fields. We 
send our people to other countries to learn 
different types of techniques ; in our universities 
also we have our boys learning to do the 
difficult work of plarrning, research, and so on. 
We do recognise the shortage of trained people, 
but at the same time, we are pleased that we 
are doing something to remedy the situation. 

I have been praised by my hon. Friend the 
Member for Hadejia North (Alhaji Muham
madu Gauyamma). I found his speeches very 
encouraging, and that is what one would expect 
from a friend . I am not going to say anything 
on the subject he mentioned. I will only like 
to tell him that I feel very much encouraged. 
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With us human beings, we all like to be given 
credit when we have done something, .but 
criticisms we do not like. 

!'will go back, Mr Chairman, because I have 
asked your indulgence to allow me to take the 
Committee · up to the time we have this after
noon. 

The hon. Member for Owerri North (Mr 
Mbah) talked about the Manpower Board. I 
am glad he is happy that the Federal Govern
ment has set up this Manpower Board. It 
is the realisation of the problems of the country 
in manpower that made the Federal Govern
ment to set up the Board. I have taken note 
of the hon. Member's criticism of the composi
tion of the membership of the Board. He 
suggested that there should be more members 
from trade unions and from other sections 
of the community. He has suggested also 
that members of the Manpower Planning 
Board should tour, go to other countries of 
the world to see · how they handle their man
power problems. I am sure the hon. Member 
will be pleased to know that at the moment the 
Secretary. of the Manpower Planning Board, 
Dr Yesufu, who is a Nigerian, is on a tour of 
India, England and Geneva. He has gone 
round to see how manpower planning is done 
in these countries, and he will be going to 
other countries also, not he alone, probably one 
or two of his assistants will accompany him 
when he goes out next time to see how other 
countries handle their manpower problems. 
We are encouraging Dr Yesufu. Some hon. 
Members probably know him. He is a very 
clever man. He was in Geneva some time. 
We intend to make him really a Specialist in 
this manpower problem and we will give him 
every encouragement. 

On Statistics, the hon. Member for Owerri 
North (Mr Mbah) expressed rather unfavour
able views on the work of the Statistics Depart
ment. · I can assure him that the Department 
has been doing very useful work. The · 
Journal in which Members read about Nigeria 
is prepared by that Department ; the Digest 
of Statistics which I hope hon. Members get, 
is also · prepared by the Statistics Department 
of my Ministry. In addition, the rural 
economic survey, which the hon. Member has 
mentioned and which is in progress, is being 
undertaken by that Department. The De
partment also does keep a very important 
Information which is used by the Government, 

especially, the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry. Statistics such as the percentage of 
trade done by Nigerians, by expatriates ; the : 
import of commodities, who does them what 
percentage each company does, or each indivi
dual importer does-are prepared by that . 
Department. But some of these tl:).ings are 
confidential and are not normally given out to 
the public. Otherwise, I can tell the hon . . 
Member that we get very many valuable pieces 
of information about all aspects, including GOSt 
of living. Of course, the rural economic survey . 
will contain so many valuable informations, and 
that also will give more detailed information -
about the cost of living. But information on : 
the cost of living is not a difficult on<;. I am 
not quite sure, the hon. Member may com
plain about the accuracy or the system of doing .. 
it, but I can tell hon. Members that it is being 
done monthly. In each Provincial Head
quarters we get information about market : 
prices, about wage increases-

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : 
Not fluctuation in market prices ? 

The Minister of Economic Develop
ment: No, cost of living. We do know 
from the index we get from the provinces how, · 
prices on things have gone up, articles imported 
or locally produced and everything, and from 
that we do know the trend of the cost of 
living, whether it is going up or corning down. 
If the hon. Member can write to me specifi
cally, I can supply him with any information 
he wants on this subject. 

On the question of there being no food in 
the market, or poor food quality, that is true. 
I think the art of eating good food is something 
which we must leatn, because I believe that in 
this country we have milk, eggs, good fish, 
and so on. But is it not true that people rather 
prefer buying expensive fancy dresses to 
buying some of these things for themselves 
or for their children ? If somebody spends · 
£3 monthly on new clothing instead ·of con
stantly supplying the family with milk, eggs, 
and good fish, then hon. Members cannot 
blame the Government. I think it is for us 
if the food in the market is bad, or if we have 
got variety of foodstuffs, which we have, and 
we do not eat it, then it is not the fault of 
anybody. It is lack of appreciation on our 
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[MINISTER OF EcoNOMIC DEVELOPMENT] much as possible to plan our own economy. We 
part, w~ich I think is improving. We are think we can plan our economy, and ou1 Six
all learmng. It is not easy to change habit. Year Development Programme is definitely 
I find, for example, that my native food-the quite different from what the British people 
one which I ate from my youth to my school used to do for us. I agree with the hon. 
a~e and so on-is t~e .one which I still appre- Membe~. ~hat did t~e British pe~ple do ? I 
c1ate, even though 1t 1s poorer than definitely agree w1th h1m-nothmg. They simply pre
what doctors may call a balanced food. It pared a revenue and expenditure list and it wa.s a 
is not a balanced food, I quite admit. It is straightf.)rward simple thing, I agree. The 
either tuwo, brabusko or Jura and I still eat hon. Member for Owerri North (Mr Mbah) 
them myself. I fully appreciate that they w.ould agree with me at the same time that the 
are actually lacking in vitamins and proteins. S1~-Yea: Development Programme_i~ definitely 
As I have said, we have to learn these things qUite different from what the Bnt1sh people 
ourselves first of all, get accustomed to these used to do for us. But why should the British 
types of food, and then we should give our people plan for Nigeria anyway ? They did 
food, and not to eat all the meat and then not come to develop this country. Why should 
leave just the soup and the rest of it to the they ? 
mother. 

I think it will take a very long time if I try 
to answer all the important points raised by 
the hon. Member from Owerri North. I 
think I should go to some other points-

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : What 
about the £9 million from the United Nations ? 

The Minister of Economic Develop
ment : Quite honestly, I was about to ask the 
hon. Member because it is not clear to me. 
I do not think the United Nations has given 
us any £9 million. 

Mr Mbah : The Minister told us that last 
year. 

The Minister of Economic Develop
ment: I did not. Probably, the hon. Member 
is confusing that with the £9 million of the 
American aid of £81 million promised us by 
America as grants and loans. We did have 
£9 million which was shared between the 
Regions. But I can assure the hon. Member, 
and I am positive about that, that there was 
no question of any £9 million given to us by the 
United Nations. If we had such an amount, 
I am sure the hon. Member will agree with 
me that no Government would have spent 
such an amount without hon. Members 
knowing it and without the details coming 
in the Estimates. 

Mr Mbah : The Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister read the speech. 

The Minister of Economic Development: 
Now, the same hon. Member spoke about stick
ing to British planning of our economy. We 
have changed from the British plan. We did as 

In the question of agriculture, hon. Members 
talk about doing this and doing that instead of 
using £2,000 to buy a lorry to do transport 
business, which everybody is doing. Now, ten 
people each cuntributing £2,000, can get 
£20,000 to do plantation. That will make all 
the difference. But the problem now is that 
everybody seems to go to contract work because 
they get quick results. If hon. Members want 
to change the pattern of agriculture, then one of 
the things we can do is to resolve that we sh)uld 
not all go to retail trade-sugar, salt, shirtings
we should not all be contractors ; we should not 
all go to buy lorries to be transporters. There 
are too many people on these things. We 
should now put our money together and go and 
do plantation . . 

Now, the Palm Oil Research Institute near 
Benin employed some thousands of people. If 
our people can put their money together and 
form farm settlements like that, they will 
employ 2,000 to 3,000 people, get very good 
harvest and good investment. Therefore, do 
not leave the changing of the agricultural pattern 
and so on to the Government alone. I think our 
people in private business can do a lot more. 
Therefore, my advice to hon. Members is to 
tell their friends, brothers and colleagues all 
over the country to form companies and then 
invest their money in agricultural settlements or 
plantations. If we can do that, I am sure we 
shall soon solve the problem of food shortage in 
Nigeria. In Nigeria we produce practically 
everything that all hon. Members know, such 
things as wheat, barley, rice, yam, millet, 
guinea corn, and yet the prices of these things 
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are very high, because we do not produce suffi- researchers practising only on the toy lights of 
cient of each. If people can go and put money a village. 
to it, I am sure the cost of living will come down 
and we shall also not find it necessary to import 
some of these things. 

We now import rice from Thailand in Bang
kok, and d~ hon. Members know that it sells 
cheaper than the rice we produce in this coun
try ? One can buy rice from Thailand, East of 
India and still make profit, because it is still 
cheaper after the deduction of ocean freights. 
One can still buy rice from Thailand for about 
£5 and make about 30s profit. 

The Chairman : Order ! I hope the 
Minister could wind up in three minutes. 

The Minister of Economic Development: 
Thank you, Mr Chairman, I think I will stop 
now. The trouble is that I find the points 
raised by hon. Members to be very interesting. 
I think I will now wind up. In fact, you have 
been very kind, Mr Chairman. 

The hon. Member for Sokoto West Central 
(M. Ibrahim Gusau) made mention of the 
wheat industry. I think that is quite possible 
and I would like to inform him that in the 
project at Hadejia in the Northern Region 
wheat and barley are being produced. 

I think that what we need is patience. Our 
Six-Year Development Programme has just 
started. It is only one year old and the 
preliminary survey will take some years. 
We cannot complete everything in six years. 
It is just impossible. It has never been possible 
anywhere, but I am sure that with patience, 
honesty, the good sense that one observes from 
hon. Members all over the country, and the 
eagerness with which everyone looks forward 
to the development of this country, we shall be 
able to achieve our objective and improve the 
standard of living of our people. 

Mr A. E. Effio.ng-Spatts (Calabar): I want 
to speak on the unhealthy limitation of the 
Federal Government in regard to develop
ment. This uphealthy limitation is very 
deplorable. The Regions as a whole have 
minimised the achievements of the Federal 
Government. In fact, if we look into the 
whole affairs, it appears that the Federal 
Government is just like a team of endless 

The Federal Government can be described 
as both the father and mother of the whole 
Federation, but the present state of affairs has 
no doubt placed the people in the rural areas 
and in the minority areas, particularly in my 
own Region which is the Eastern Region and with 
emphasis on the old Calabar Administrative 
province, in a very pitiable condition of life, 
quite hopeless, lifeless and with disrupted 
liberty. Everything is perishing in view of the 
fact that the Federal Government has not been 
able to establish any industry or initiate any 
development projects in the areas. Every
thing has been left in the hands of the Regional 
Government. This is a terrible state of affairs. 
It strikes terror into the minds of the people all 
the time, and there comes a time when terror 
gives way to madness and madness incites 
eruption without definite intent but with only 
an instinct of grief. 

Patient endurance of injustice is more diffi
cult than hard work. The people in the 
minority areas and in the rural areas must have 
to speak their minds and tell this Government 
that it should not leave everything in the hands 
of the Regional Governments. If the Federal 
Government is the master that it claims to be 
then it must initiate development projects in the 
Regions. I know that the Regional Govern
ments are autonomous but I still feel that, in 
the question of development, the Federal 
Government should shoulder the responsibility 
for establishing industries in the Regions. 

Any Region in Nigeria is bigger than the 
Federal T erritory and there is no need con
centrating the whole money in the Federal 
Territory and establishing everything there. 
If this continues, the Regions must continue 
to complain that enough has not been done 
for them. What I am trying to say is that 
the Federal and the Regional Governments 
should begin now to size up things in order 
to help the people in the Regiops. The 
Federal Government should take the initiative 
and establish agricultural projects anywhere 
in the Region so as to help the development 
of that particular rural area. If that is done, 
the people will then begin to think that if no
thing is done for them by the Regional Govel'n
ment, they can at least look forward to the 
Federal Government to come to their aid. 
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LMR EFFIONG-SPATIS] 
I do not like to think that the Federal 

Government is only a booklet of researches. 
We hear of researches being carried out 
-everywhere. Last time when I talked in this 
House, I talked with the authority of an indus
trial chemist. As I said on that occasion, 
·and I repeat again, our researches have led us 
nowhere. In this respect, I would like to 
mention that a very small thing like our 
own rice which needs nothing more than 
hydrochloric acid in tepid water to purify, 
·has never been improved, and we still import 
rice because our own rice is not good enough. 
Yet, we talk of research everytime. That 
is why I get tired anytime I hear of research. 

Nothing has been done about our palm 
trees and palm oil. We are all pressing and 
crying that mineral oil has been found in this 
country and that petroleum jelly oil, tars 
and everything will come out of it, but I want 
to assure this House that from our palm oil 
we are able to produce glycerine, engine 
oil and other synthetic substances could 
also be produced out of it if proper research 
is made. Why this has not been done, I do 
not know, but I can say definitely that our 
present research work is baseless. 

We should begin to think of developing our 
own things. We have all along been importing 
coal-tar from England, but we have coal in this 
country and from it, if properly developed, 
many other things could be obtained. Cable 
wire, used by the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department for doing so many things, and for 
electrical purposes, could be produced from 
our coal. We are therefore asking the Federal 
Government to look into all these things and 

· employ the services of those who are really 
capable of doing proper research work. After 
all, science is a mistake. I am sure that if 
proper research is carried out many by
products will reveal themselves and these 
by-products V~-ill help our Governments in 
.course of time to develop this country. 

When those of us from the Regions blame 
our Governments for not doing research work, 
we have always been told that the Federal 
Government is doing everything in the field of 
research. I think there is a school of research 
and whosoever is employed to teach there 
should be able to come and tell us what he has 
'been r~s~arching for, 

While still on this question of the Federal 
Government's responsibility, I maintain that 
the Federal .Government has a very narro.w 
responsibility. In the matter of development, 
there is a very wide range of field tv cover, and 
in fact, the field covers the whole of Nigeria. 
I, therefore, do not see the reason why, I 
repeat, the reason why, the Federal Govern
ment should only concentrate everything here 
in Lagos, leaving us in the Regions empty 
handed. The Federal Government should 
now begin to help us. We are getting tired and 
that is why everybody is grumbling and think
ing that the population of Northern Region 
is too much. 

The Chairman : Order. It is. , now one 
o'clock and sitting is suspended till three 
o'clock. 

Sitting suspended: 1.00 p.m. 

Sitting resumed : 3 p.m . 

Mr E. A. Odo (Idoma West): On a point of 
Order, Mr Chairman, yesterday, I made a 
speech here and it was credited to the hon. 
Member for Jos South (Alhaji !sa Haruna), 
who has been absent for the past five days. 
I wonder why the Hansard Reporters are 
growing very careless. A few days ago an 
hon. Member from my Division the Member 
for ldoma North (Mr _''{. 0. Ede), also made a 
speech and it was credited like that to an. hon . 
Member on the N.C.N.C. Benches-

The Chairman : Order ! This is a matter 
you could have settled with the Editor of 
Hansard. 

Mr A. E. Effiong-Spatts : In the morning I 
was speaking about the deplorable ineptitude 
of the Federal Government in establishing 
industries and also said that the slow .and 
discriminating way in which the .Regic:mal 
Governments were establishing industri!!S in 
the rural areas were very alarming. I think the 
situation affords the most alarming paradDx of 
terror at all times and there is a point at. which 
terror may lead to madness and madness begets 
confusion perhaps with a definite intent, an,d 
with the strong impulse of coercion. The 
people living in the rural areas are languishing 
in starvation. The Federal Government 
should be called upon to defend the right of the 
minority and th,e minority-
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Mr U. 0. Ayeni (Afenmai North West): On concurrent list how are we going to develop 
a point of order, I do not think there is any the farming industry? Fur how many years 
provision under this Head of the Estimates shall we just sit down developing only Lagos 
which deals with minority expenditure which which is a very small area considering the size 
the hon. Member for Calabar (Mr Effiong- of Nigeria? We cannot keep on developing 
Spatts) is speaking on. Lagos while other parts of the country are 

languishing in starvation, stagnation, hunger, 
trade paralysis, economic depression, unemploy
ment and all such things. So, I am asking 
the Federal Government that they should come 
to the aid of the people in the minority areas. 

The Chairman : Actually, this expenditure 
is for the whole Federation. 

Mr Effiong-Spatts : What I am saying is 
that there are rural areas in this Federation 
and there are minority areas. Our Constitu
tion even recognises this fact. When I 
joined the two together, I meant that the 
Federal Government should be able to use 
the machinery at its disposal to give amenities 
to the minority areas ; that is what I am 
saying, and I believe the money allocated for 
this Head of the Estimates is for the whole 
of the Federation. All I am saying is that 
industries should not be concentrated in 
Lagos. Industries should be extended to the 
rural areas. After Lagos, all the other 
provinces are what we call the rural areas, 
so I am asking that the Federal Government 
should make all efforts to establish industries 
directly in the Regions. They should tell the 
Eastern Regional Government or the Western 
Regional Government or the Northern Regional 
Government-"Look here, I want to establish 
industries or develop a farm project in such 
and such a place". The people living in 
these areas will benefit from this development. 

In the whole of the old Calabar Province 
there is not a single industry established for 
the people of the areas. There is not a single 
thing done for the people of that area. It is 
because of the complaint of the people of the 
old Calabar Province and other minority areas 
in the Federation that the Minorities Com
mission was set up in 1957 to look into the 
grievances of the people of the minority areas 
and up to the present time there is nothing 
done for the old Calabar Province. The 
minority areas should not be left only to the 
Regional Governments. 

I will appeal strongly to the Federal Gcvern
ment that the rural areas should be developed. 
There is no need for the Federal Government 
to say that farming is not in the concurrent 
list so the Federal Government cannot do any
thing about it. If farming is not on the 

The unity of Nigeria does not depend only 
on shouting, "unity, unity". We in the South 
always shout about the majority in the North 
and say-

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East): The 
hon. Member for Calabar (Mr Effiong-Spatts) 
belongs to a majority party. 

The Chairman: That means that he has a 
minority complex ! 

Mr Effiong-Spatts : Hon. Members in this 
House keep on shouting that the people in the 
North, because they are in the majority, are 
going to oppress us, we keep on shouting about 
pragmatic socialism, we talk about the "socialist 
front". Everybody is speaking about the 
majority mis-ruling the minority. That is 
why we of the old Calabar Province want our 
area to be developed. We in the old Calabar 
Province have been suffering under the strain 
of the rule of the majority over the minority. 
That is why we are asking that if it is not good 
for the majority to rule over the minority. 
The old Calabar Province should be set free. 

We did not vote for a unitary form of Govern
ment because we feared that there might be 
cases like this of the majority oppressing the 
minority. Let the Federal Government come 
to the minority areas of the country and do 
something. · 

May I say this with your permission, Sir, 
that there is discrimination in tl1e siting of 
amenities in this country. Why I say this is 
that some time ago a Ford Foundation Cheap 
Wood Industry was to be established in 
Calabar. The Regional House of Assembly 
at Enugu passed a Motion agreeing to the 
establishment of this industry. Later, we 
heard that there were some conditions which 
Calabar cc·uld not .fulfil. Calabar has the
largest port in this country and · has· the bl:'st 
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virgin forest with trees measuring about ten 
feet across, and yet a Cheap Wood Industry 
cannot be established in Calabar because there 
were certain conditions not fulfilled. If these 
things had been done at the Federal level 
that industry would have been established. 

We keep on saying-"Oh ! the North is 
dominating the South, the North is prepon
derant". But when it exists in the Eastern 
Region we say it is a Regional subject. 

Mr D. E. Y. Aghahowa (Benin West): On 
a point of order, the Chairman has had occasion 
to warn hon. Members that they cannot use 
the Floor of this honourable House to castigate 
the behaviour of any Regional Government. 
More especially, the discussion at the moment 
is on economic development. It has nothing 
to do with the location of industries, parti
cularly with reference to the Regional Govern
ments. 

The Chairman : The hon. Member for 
Calabar (Mr Ejjiong-Spatts) is referring to the 
economic development of rural areas which is 
in order. 

Mr Effiong-Spatts : All I am saying is 
that the rural areas should be developed. 
When we talk of the economic development 
of a country it does not come from the moon 
or the stars, it is something that must develop 
from the conscience of man, and the conscience 
of ·man develops these things. Let us have 
farming, let us have glass industry, let us have 
wood industry. Before a country can be said to 
be economically developed, it must have all 
the basic industries, and these industries 
should be sited all over the country. It is not 
only by training economists, these economists 
we train are only theoretical economists. Let 
our people work, let them learn by experience, 
establish industries in the rural areas ; let the 
people learn and quickly too. 

I will give another example why I think 
industries should be established in the rural 
areas. Again there was the case of one Mr 
Blithe who had established a banana industry. 
Unfortunately due to soil erosion the scheme 
failed. Now, Mr Blithe back in England 
has discovered that he can establish either 
a paper industry or glass industry. He 
made all the plans to come to Calabar and last 

November he submitted his plans to the 
Regional Government ; but since then nothing 
has been heard from the Regional Government 
because the industry was to be sited at Calabar. 
That is why we are saying that if we cannot 
be treated well by our Regional Governments 
the Federal Government should come-

The Chairman: Really, the hon. Member 
should not drag the policy of the Regional 
Government into this debate. 

Mr Effiong-Spatts : I am confident that if 
the Federal Government had been responsible 
for the distribution and siting of industries 
all over the country Calabar would not have 
been discriminated against. We have too 
many of our people coming from the rural 
areas to look for jobs in the Regional capitals 
or Lagos. If industries are established in the 
rural areas our people will be able to look for 
jobs in their area. 

I have said once in this honourable House 
that economic development is not only the 
question of having the B.A. or the B.Sc. degree. 
It is a question of sending out Nigerians to 
train in developed countries of the world. Let 
them go to the developed countries and see how 
these things are done. It is then that they can 
learn on the sport and when they come back we 
must give them work to do. Let them apply 
what they have learnt to our raw materials out 
here. Give them the scope and opportunity to 
develop, to make research into our own goods 
and find out things for themselves. 

When we say we are going into partnership 
with a firm, most of the firms we go into partner
ship with, although we hold the greatest percen
tage of shares, still it is the foreigners who 
control these industries. What I would advise 
the Government to do is that when these trained 
Nigerians come back they should be given 
facilities to establish their own industry, they 
can even be given loans to establish on their 
own. Government may even build workshops 
for them. 

We keep on shouting about nationalisation 
in this country, we want the Government to 
nationalise other people's property. Let our 
Government finance our own men so that they 
too can stand on their feet instead of nationa
lising other people's industries. When the 
Government sees that these people are well 
established they can 'A<ithdraw and let the 
people carry on. 
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Mr N.D. Ukah (Owerri North East): May I Mr N. E. Elenwa (Ahoada West): On a 
call your attention, Sir, to Standing Order point of order, order 26 (10). My observation 
3 (2)- here is that the Chairman does not look at us at 

· all. All he does is to look at the list in front of A Member may speak only from the seat 
allocated to him, provided that Mr Speaker may 
change the allocation from time to time. 

The hon. Member for Calabar (Mr Effiong
Spatts) has been moving forward all the time. 

The Chairman : Order ! If there is no hon. 
Member sitting on the seat I think he is quite 
right in sitting there or speaking from that 
position. 

Mr Effiong-Spatts :Thank you, Mr Chair
man. All I did was to move nearer to the 
microphone so that I can be heard. The last 
time I spoke it was recorded that I was in
audible. 

Working in industry does not need very high 
education. It is just like carpentry work. 
Members do not seem to know much about it, 
but I am saying what I know. Industry does 
not need very high education. If we take a boy 
to any place, show him calcium, show him many 
other things, and teach him how to analyse 
them, then ask him to produce things from 
banana, he will be able to produce them. I am 
talking of what I know. I am not talking of 
oral education. Industry is almost like music. 
Take anybody before an organ, teach him 
the alphabets and show him how to play, and 
he will be ready to do these things ; so that when 
we are trying to look for our people who are 
B.Sc's., M.A., and the rest of it, it means that 
industry in the rural areas is losing badly 
because there are so many in Nigeria needing 
development. 

That was why I asked the Minister of 
Economic Development to go into economic 
survey, and I am very pleased that he has gone 
into it, and I am definitely sure that if the econo
mic survey is very well conducted, he will find 
many young men corning out with novel hand
work, and then the Government can improve 
upon that hand-work, so that this country 
could be developed without depending on 
expatriate development. If we depend upon 
expatriate development we will be languishing 
in hunger throughout the whole day in Nigeria. 

Thank you, Sir. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East; : I 
support-

him and people continue to bring this list every 
day. We are not all from the same Constituency, 
and one man cannot be given all the chance to 
speak all day while others remain silent. 
That is my point, Sir. The hon. Member 
standing has spoken already. 

Another hon. Member : As the hon. 
Gentleman has said, I myself come from a 
Constituency, and I can assure the Chairman 
that ever since the opening of this Session, I 
have not had a chance to register my views. 
I have been approaching the Chairman 
several times, but there was no chance. 

The Chairman : These irrelevant points of 
order are really unwarranted. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu : I support the expen
diture on this Head. In so doing, Sir, I would 
like to crave your indulgence to refer to the 
quarrel picked up hy my hon. Friend the 
Member for Calabar (Mr E.ffiong-Spatts) about 
the minority areas. May I say, with respect, 
that the old Calabar province was very pros
perous in commerce and otherwise until the 
people of that area started to be hostile to none 
natives of their area. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): I 
thank the Chairman for giving me this oppor
tunity to raise this point of order. May I 
refer you very respectfully, Sir, to the occasion 
when I was moving a Motion here for the 
Government to take over the ferry service 
being run by the Elder Dempster Lines. 

An hon. Member : Is that a point of 
order ? 

Mr Ekanem : My point of order is that of 
improper motive. My hon. Friend, the Mem
ber for Orlu South East (Mr Akwiwu) whom 
I very much respect, is very fond of ridiculing 
the name of Calabar when he comes here, and 
I would wish, with your peqnission, that he be 
very severely warned. 

The Chairman : If you have any bones to 
pick this is not the place to do so. 

Mr Akwiwu : I did not want to dwell on 
this . matter at length. It is only that the 
Member for Calabar dwelt exhaustively on 
this point while the Member for Enyong 
South. (Mr Ekanem) was not in the House. 
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(MR AKWIWU) 
In fact the Member for Enyong South does not 
even live in his own area. He lives either at 
Aha or Enugu. How many people are left 
there to start all these developments ? 

Mr Ekanem : The point is that I had been 
so oppressed in my area that I ran to the 
majority area. 

Mr Akwiwu : We expect a lot from the 
Federal Government and from the Ministry of 
Economic Development, but from very ancient 
times, it has been said that heaven helps those 
who help themselves. Both the Federal 
Government and the Regional Governments 
have elaborate schemes for assisting Nigerians 
in industry and in business, not when they are 
in their bedrooms. They must all commence 
what they can do, then the Government will 
come to their aid. Otherwise, if we are all 
going to lie down and remain idle and wait for 
the · Government to come and develop is, 
we might as well lie down and ask the Govern
ment to feed us. 

Some of us who are feeling so short tempered 
about negligence must first examine ourselves 
as to whether we are not the people neglecting 
ourselves. 

This morning, a number of Members made 
reference to expatriates still participating in 
the distributive trade. Well, quite frankly, I 
thjnk any of us 'v'ho has anything to do with 
trade-perhaps more outside Lagos-will notice 
that the expatriates are no longer in the distri
butive trades, at least in some areas on the scale 
in -which they were before, and may I say that 
this is one of the things which make it necessary 
that our Government must really think fast and 
plan well ahead particularly before making 
certain declarations. 

Now, when about a year or two ago, the 
Federal Minister of Economic Development 
made a statement on the Floor of this House, 
I '¥\as one of the people 'v'ho cheered the 
statement very happily, and still to-day, I 
applaud him for making that policy statement ; 
but one unfortunate thing happened there
after. Expatriate concerns quickly packed up 
out of the distributive trades at a time when we 
had no organisation to fill the vacuum created 
bv their withdrawal. The result has been 
that the T,Jnited African Company folded up its 
distributive .trades ip Port-Harcourt and in a 
numbe.r _of plac_es in the Eastern Region. 

The result was that nearly 700 to 1,000 
people . were sacked or became redundant. 
Many of them were beach clerks, some of them 
had been clerks of one sort or the other, some 
had been storekeepers doing that job for about 
ten, fifteen or twenty years, and suddenly, 
they became redundant and at an age at which 
it is difficult to get ftesl. employment. The 
same thing happened in a number of other 
firms. 

Several hon. Members : And therefore ? 

Mr Akwiwu : Hon. Members say this 
because they are well sheltered. It is because 
some Members have not been harassed to 
help in looking for jobs for men with families 
who have suddenly become redundant, and 
whose certificates cannot give them a good iob 
to-day. 

Another thing that followed was that a 
number of our traders, especially those trading 
with the big expatriate firms, were suddenly 
thrown out of business. Many of them have 
traded for years on credit facilities granted 
them by these expatriate concerns. Some have 
their children cr relations overseas or at various 
stages of education, and just suddenly the 
shops were closed down, and these men were 
thrown out of business. 

I would have thought that when making this 
declaration it would have been a very wonderful 
thing if there was some scheme whereby the 
vacuum to be created when these people pull 
out of the distributive trades would be filled 
by some indigenous organisation, either a big 
commercial concern financed and floated by 
the Government or guaranteed by the Govern
ment, or financed jointly by indigenous as well 
as interested expatriate concerns. I think there 
is still room for this to be done because, at the 
moment, what is happening is that these 
concerns have pulled out the money they had 
been investing in the distributive trades and 
channelled them into other industries which 
will take some time before they start yielding 
dividends. 

Mr Chairman, I am sorry I cannot even 
hear myself because of the chattering going on 
here. 

The Chairman : Will the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of Justice (Mr 
R. B . K. Okafor) please come to the Ministerial 
Bench? 
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. Mr .-!\kwiwu : I do hepe that the Minister Development, with its able staff, concerl)s itself 
has got my point on this because we cannot with planning and projection, and I believe 
afford to have one class of our traders in that the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
distress. Since we have not thought out a perhaps may rightly be termed the executive 
good alternative there is still, at the moment, arm. I would suggest that the question of 
great need for assisting the indigenous traders how to get any capital will continue to be of 
in their trading activities. It is all right to say increasing importance and that should be 
that the indigenous people should only be recognised at this stage. In my humble view 
given licences for importing cement or for I think we ought to create a department or 
importing one thing or the other, but we must appoint a high-powered official to do. the 'job 
remember that it takes about three to four of advising the Government on ways . and 
months for an indent to mature. In the means of attracting foreign capital. A lot of 
interim the trading firms overseas are not going learned essays have been written on . this over 
to be a father christmas to ship out their goods the last one or two years but, unfortunately, 
to anyone without any deposit whatsoever, and the hon. Minister told us, I think it was -last 
that is what our people have not got in large week, how disappointing it has been that 
measure. It is because they have not got foreign capital has not been forthcoming on 
sufficient money that the present vacuum the scale anticipated. I think there should be 
exists, and it will become much more dangerous a department under the direction of a high-
unless something is soon done about it. powered and responsible person to explore 

. . . and advise the Government on ways and 
On the. quest10n of mdustnal d~v~lopme~t means of attracting foreign capital. 

I would like to commend to the Mm1stry th1s 
idea. Many a time, and I believe in the 
present Economic Programme, something is 
expected from the indigenous people, and 
I feel that no plan which takes our people into 
account is sure to succeed unless it also takes 
into account the fact that our people have not 
got money readily available. One of the 
things , I suggest we should do is to pursue 
further the ideas which have already been let 
out by the hon. Minister of Commerce and 
Industry. 

With the new industrial development bank 
I would suggest that it is made a definite point 
of priority that, as much as possible, credit 
facilities should be easily extended to indigenous 
enterpreneurs, and in doing this I am aware of 
the limitations of our people. However, to do 
this successfully, we need a department in the 
bank, whose job will be to scrutinize or to 
examine the feasibility of projects, and when 
once they are satisfied as to the feasibility then 
it should be quite easy, with considerable 
safeguards here and there, to make the capital 
available to indigenous enterpreneurs. Other
wise if we are going to be as conservative as 
the present commercial banks then the indus
trial bank would continue to be a preserve for 
those already privileged financially, and that 
certainly would not be to the best interest of 
the country. 

There is another idea which ought to be 
explor(!d. I think the Ministry of Economi~ 

This department, if it should be created, 
should be one to be manned by a person pf a 
considerable moral and physical stature. It 
should be ·capable of making approaches 
without and within the Iron Curtains, 'and be 
able to formulate real and concrete methods 
of effectively attracting foreign capital. i 
think we need that very much, and I do hope 
the hon. Minister will give this a sincere and 
earnest consideration. 

One last point is the que~tion of a Man 
Power Board. I am not going to repeat what 
others have said several times, but I only want 
to draw attention to this fact. Some hoh. 
Members have been suggesting that a compul
sory national military service be adopted as a 
way of attacking unemployment. I would 
very respectfully say that this is a very dange~ 
rous way of approaching the problem. In 
effect, it will be postponing the evil day to a 
more dangerous and damaging evil . day, 
because I can well_ imagine what will happen, 

We have young boys and girls of 18 and 20. 
It is all right that they have been to .seco!ldary 
schools and out. When you have taken them 
to the Army and trained them in the .use of all 
sorts of dangerous weapons, then they are· the 
more dangerous. If you have no job to give 
them then th~y will be ten tirnes rnQre ctange
rovs than being unemp,loyed i.p th~ir untrail).ed 
stag(!s. I th~r.efore S!i)' t\:t.at <that idea shou\4 
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be followed with great caution, and if at all 
it should be followed I think we should con
centrate our efforts far more on finding less 
harmless jobs for them to do than taking them 
to the Army to train them and leave them 
unemployed. 

£ 435,090 for Head 30-Ministry of Economic 
Development-ordered to stand part of the 
Schedule. 

HEAD 31.-AGRICULTURE (RESEARCH) 

Question proposed, That £287,050 for Head 
31-Agricultural Research-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Mr D. M. Gbolagunte (Ibarapa) : I noticed 
that this Head deals with research on agricul
ture. 

Chief D. A. Ogunleye (Ede-Ejigbo): On 
a point of order, I am sorry to say, Mr Chair
man, in most cases we are overlooked here 
in this corner. We know that we are in the 
extreme corner, but I hope the Chairman will 
help us next time by giving us a fair oppor
tunity to speak. For three days we have 
been standing without catching your eye. 

Mr Gbolagunte : I was saying the main 
duty of the Federal Governme:qt in agriculture 
is 1esearch. I just want to suggest that a lot 
of research be made in the preservation of 
certain food stuffs and cash crops. I am 
referring to yams, beans, maize and other food 
crops. Take the example of a farmer who 
cannot sell all his yams, he cannot consume 
all, and unfortunately he cannot preserve them 
till the next year. The yams will rot. I hope 
the Ministry of Economic Development will 
help in finding a way for farmers to preserve 
their yams. 

The second point is about maize. Here 
too, I hope the Ministry will help in trying 
to find some more use for maize. The other 
time 1 suggested that we can make use of 
maize for flour. Wheat is being used for 
making flour with which we mak~ our Nigerian 
bread. I feel if a research is made flour from 
maize can also be used for making bread. 

Let me go back to the question of yams. 
We can also find market for yams outside the 
country. I understand several people in other 

West Mrican countries eat yams although they 
do not grow them as much as we do. Even 
the people of Northern Nigeria do not grow 
as much yams as the people of Eastern Nigeria. 

Chief A. M. A. Akinloye (Ibadan North 
East) : On a point of order it appears that the 
hon. Member on Seat number 111 is sleeping 
now. 

Mr CJ;J.a irman : I believe Mr Abii is not 
sleeping. He does not look sleepy either. 
He only bent his head on his seat. 

Mr Gbolagunte : Moreover I think we can 
find money to make researches into many of 
these local crops. Take guinea corn for 
example. Guinea corn is grown in Northern 
Nigeria. It is also grown in my constituency. 
I was made to understand people make local 
drink out of guinea corn. I think with the 
help of the Ministry of Economic Planning this 
should be encouraged with a view to finding a 
new locally made wine from the guinea corn. 

Beans is also grown in Northern Nigeria. 
We buy beans from the North for consumption 
here in the South. But unfortunately we find 
competition the importation into this country 
of tinned beans. Tinned beans is sent to 
this country from overseas by Heinz and as a 
matter of fact people in this country prefer 
Heinz beans to ours. Instead of importing 
tinned beans into this country why would the 
Federal Government not find ways and means 
of tinning our local beans in order to avoid 
unfavourable competition from abroad ? We 
could export our tinned beans as well if we 
succeed in doing this. That is what we should 
have done since, but unfortunately we spent a 
lot of money on projects that are supposed to 
be obsolete. 

Somewhere under this expenditure I find 
that some amount of money is being used for 
subvention of certain institutions that are 
rather obsolete. I mention the Imperial 
College of Tropical Agriculture in Trinidad. 
I would also mention the Imperial Forestry 
Institute and the Empire Cotton Growing 
Corporation. All these Imperial institutions 
should have been obsolete because there is 
nothing like Empire now. I do not know 
what empire is being referred to. We also 
have the West Mrican Research Office on 
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which we are going to spend the sum of 
£11,930. I think Nigeria should sever rela
tions with such obsolete Departments. 

Some time ago we were a member of the 
West African Cocoa Research Institute. Ghana 
and other West African countries back out of 
this institution. Why cannot Nigeria do the 
same thing ? It is time we got Nigerian 
research institutions of our own to be named 
after this country. 

This year we are going to spend only £1,000 
on the rice research sub-station, Birnin Kebbi 
in Northern Nigeria whereas on the Rice 
Research in Sierra Leone we are going to 
spend £15,000. One thousand pounds on 
the rice research in Nigeria and fifteen thousand 
pounds on rice research in Sierra Leone. I 
think some thing should be done about it. 
That department should have by now been 
obsolete and we should back out of it. 

I think the farmers can be helped if we 
experiment on the expansion of oil as well. 
Melon seed is grown in my constituency on a 
very small scale because the Government do 
not encourage the farmers to get more oil 
from this seed. The farmers can get only 
very little oil out of that crop. If the Govern
ment cannot encourage the farmers they might 
stop growing useful crop. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi): 
Although I only realised that Agriculture is 
a Regional subject, I have just a point to 
mention in connection with research which 
has been carried on for quite a long time. 
I fully agree with the hon. Member who has 
spoken just before me that it is time this 
section of the Ministry made known to the 
public what achievements they have made. 
We have been hearing of research being 
carried out. We have been hearing of people 
investigating the possibilities of evolving 
better crops, but we have not practically 
seen any results. The wheat which our 
great fathers were growing continues to be the 
same size ; it continues to be the same grain, 
it has no better flavour, nothing new has been 
added to it. 

We would like to see what results this 
section of the Department has so far achieved 
in making, even in a modest way, agriculture a 
popular occupation in this country. What 

is the reason for carrying on research work 
in agriculture when we know that, though 
Nigeria is an agricultural country, agriculture is 
not, particularly to the younger generations, a 
popular occupation ? 

I would like the Ministry of Economic 
Development to look into this even if it means 
working in conjunction with other Ministries 
or with the Regions, and see to it that agricul
ture in this country is made much more 
popular than what it is to-day. 

I beg to support. 

3.50p.m. 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North): I wish to 
say that agricultural research is an important 
item as it makes for economic progress. I do 
not associate myself with those Members who 
seem to say that agricultural research should 
be discontinued. The idea of making results 
available to the public as suggested by an hon. 
Member this morning, is a good one an~ I 
think the results have been published. The 
point is that some people n·ever care to read 
the results which are published quarterly 
or yearly. There have been plenty of reports, 
but Members have not been reading them. 
I do not know whether they want publicity 
to be given in the newspapers or people 
should carry about a new type of rice or a new 
type of maize in the market places and along 
the streets so that Members may see them. 

If Members can go to the places where 
research is carried on, they will certainly be 
impressed by the different species of plants 
and animals which are being bred. I think 
research departments can really experiment 
on giving a photographic sort of publicity 
that is to say, printing photographs of what 
has been achieved on various plants and 
animals, to satisfy the public. 

Shettima Ali Monguno : On a point of 
correction-

Mr Ogbalu : I do not yield. What is he 
going to correct ? He cannot correct me. 

The point I am making is-

Mr A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South): On a 
point of order, it must be made known to 
Members here that Shettima Ali Monguno 
is a United Nations expert. The bon. Mr 
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Ogbalu's not yielding to his raising of a point 
of correction, is a shame because he does not 
want to learn from an expert. 

The Chairman : I note that you are trying 
to be a point of order expert. 

Mr Ogbalu : It is amusing to listen to the 
specialist on a point of order which is more 
or less funny indeed. Let me continue with . 
the points I was mal{ing. I was trying to 
say that it would be a good thing if intensive 
research work is carried out in various fields 
so that there may be increases in the cash 
crops which we produce and so that we may 
have different species of crops which are suitable 
for our climate. 

· Let ine take the question of animals, for 
example. In the South we have an important 
breed of cows, that is the ones we call native 
cows in . the Southern Provinces. Proper 
research work has not been carried out in this 
d,irection so as to get a good breed which can 
realiy thrive in the South. A really satisfac
tr;>ry research work on this line will do the 
country a great deal of good. 

One other ·point I wish to make is on the . 
efforts which the Regional Governments are 
making in the field of farm settlements. Here 
again research could be carried out in the farm 
settlements. I had really thought that the 
Federal Government would establish an agri
cultural bank which would enable the Regional 
Governments to get loans from the Federation 
because they are carrying out very important 
and gigantic tasks without which it would be 
difficult for this country to have a sound and 
firm economic structure. In this direction, 
therefore, research work in various stations 
should be encouraged. 

I wish to conclude by reiterating that there is 
a great necessity for establishing an agricultural 
bank by the Federal Government, to give loans 
to the Regional Governments and help in their 
research work. 

I beg to support. 

Minister of State (Dr the hon. K. 0 . 
Mbadiwe) : On the subject of research-
' 

Mr V. L. Lajide (Ogbomosho South): I 
would like to know in what Ministry the 
hon. Member is Minister of State. 

The · Chairman : He is Minister· of State 
in the Prime Minister's Office. 

Dr Mbadiwe : They do not know that the 
Prime Minister's Office can speak on several 
topics, but this question of research is an 
intriguing one. I believe that human existence 
begins with the democracy of the stomach, 
the standard of living of the individual. 

Mr Briggs : On a point of order, since we 
know of the democracy of the stomach, may 
we know what is the opposition in the stomach ? 

Dr Mbadiwe : I am particularly happy that 
a few days ago there was a resounding accla
mation of the activities and the decorum of the 
leadership of the hon. the Prime Minister of 
this Federation. I am happy that the obser
vation has been current in this House because 
the beginning of an individual to me is the 
beginning of existence which comes from a 
healthy living. 

I cannot but praise the Minister of Economic 
Development who is doing everything possible 
on a subject which is of concern to all of us : 
agricultural research, fundamental human . 
activities. If the Rt. hon. the Prime Minister, 
who is the head of the Cabinet Office to which 
I am happy to belong must conti'nue to dis
charge his obligations to ·this country there 
must be continued nutrition in . agricultural 
research for which the Minister is responsible ; 
and for that reason, I am giving _full support 
for the work he is doing. 

We continue to forget that the guidance of 
the present and the future is the lamp post of 
the past, What is research ? Turning back, 
a review ; review to exist and exist to continue 
to exist for the service of others. That is the 
purpose of research. The day hon. Members 
forget research that day human existence 
becomes static. But we must grow. That 
is the fundamental rule of human organism. 

When we talk of £16,000 subvention to the 
West African Rice Station in Sierra Leone it 
is chicken-feed. What is £16,000 ? I want 
our people to get away from the psychology 
of colonial mentalism. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : The language 
of this honourable House is English. May I 
ask the hon. Gentleman where 'mentalism' is 
in the dictionary) 
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Dr Mbadiwe: When we talk of £16,000 where, is good for rice growin.g, and that 
our heads swell. We think it is something. I should be the concern and the interest of all 
do not blame our people because research into the people of this country. We feel that 
colonial history is a . psychology of smallness. when we take a ministerial chair, it is not the 
£16,000. But £16,000 is not suffident for the chair of the N.C.N.C. or the N.P.C. or the 
cosmetics which a lady in Hollywood uses. Action Group or the U.P.P. ; it is the chair of 
There are several types of rice : there is the Nigeria. Where we see any good thing we say 
brown rice and there is the white rice. We it; if it is in the North it is ·for the Nigerian 
may feel that there is no nutrition in the people ; if it is in the West it is not being 
white rice and we are still importing a certain carried to Germany, and if it is in the. East it 
type of rice. But if the Minister of Economic will not be carried to Moscow. It is still within 
Development with the research stations in our territory. 
several sections of Africa can demonstrate that h I h d h M . · 
we can grow that type of rice in this country I was happy w e!l ear t .e mister 
on only a subvention of £16,500, he would reply t~ many questwns put to htm. I was 
have saved this country in foreign exchanges here w1th my great colleague, the ·Power of 
so many millions of pounds in rice that we powers. 
buy from various countries of the world. An hon. Member : Who is that ? 

This Imperial College of Tropical Agri
culture in Trinidad is not an imperial college 
in Nigeria. We cannot dictate to Trinidad or 
any country in Mrica. The Prime Minister 
of the Federation, Sir Abubakar T11fawa 
Balewa, made it clear that we are not to dictate 
to any country of the world. If they want to 
come along, the better, but we cannot dictate. 
If they want to use the Imperial College it is 
up to them, but there is no imperial college in 
Nigeria. We have changed that psychology 
for good and it will not come back here. 

I want to say that the Minister of Economic 
Development is a happy Minister and successor 
to a programme of economic stabilisation : 
we can export and import. But what we grow 
in our country is fundamental to the eJ~.change 
and sterling stability of our own currency. I 
am sure that hon. Members know that. We 
have the land and we have the manpowel' to 
dig deep into research to go back. 

Chief 0. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba South) : 
On a point of information, may I say that every 
inch of the ground in my constituency is 
suitable, very fertile for rice growing. From 
Lagos to Abeokuta ; it is the best place for rice 
growing and I support it. 

Dr Mbadiwe : I hope that the young 
Minister of Economic Development will take 
note. Alhaji Muhammadu Ribadu spoke last 
night in a great fever of emotion and said that 
he was correct. We want to feel that every 
inch of the' territory of this country, no matter 

Dr Mbadiwe : Alias the · Minister of 
Defence. Power of powers, natural and consti-· 
tutional. He answered his que~tions-

Chief 0. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba South) .: 
Is he confirming that the Minister of Defence 
is the power behind the Throne, becau~e he 
denied recently in a press conference that he 
was not ruling the Cabinet ? 

Dr Mbadiwe : Mr Chairman, after all I . 
am a lawyer of lawyers. I am LL.J:? •. , and my 
language is direct. Power of powers has . 
nothing to do with the Cabinet and ~he Consti
tution. It is the man, and when he speaks h~ . 
speaks from the noblest of hearts and I can 
stand to say that you cannot get a finer man 
anywhere in the world. 

We heard the Minister of Economic Develop-. 
ment make the submission for his office and I · 
want to say that the money is even small and . 
as we move higher and higher, we shall increase 
this vote for research. Because to research is 
to review, and to review is the beginning of 
human experience. · To review .at a certain 
stage is to return to the lamp-post of guiding 
fortress where human life can .progress from 
time to time. 

I support-

An hon. Member: Everything. 

Dr Mbadiwe : I support everything under 
this Head, and I want all hon. Members to 
accept it in the spirit of continuity of existence 
of a great nation. 
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Mr A. A. Odunrinde (Oshogbo North): I I want to inform the Minister that imported 
would like to refer the House to Order 27 (1) and dried stockfish has no nutritive value at all. 
which reads as follows: It is dried by electricity. If the Government 

"Any Member deviating from the provisions ~an a~ord to enc~urage i~digenous fishing 
of these orders may be immediately called to mdu~tnes or es~abhsh one ttself, the people 
order by Mr Speaker or the chairman, or by a of thts country will be very grateful. 
Member rising to a point of order. A Member 
rising to a point of order shall simply direct 
attention to the point he desires to bring to 
notice and submit it to Mr Speaker or the 
chairman for decision.'' 

The Chairman : That should be the 
procedure. 

Mr Chiedozie : There is one more point I 
would like to touch upon in connection with the 
establishment of a fishing industry in Calabar 
area. I want to say emphatically that the 
Calabar area has got a lot of development 
going on, and it will be very wrong for anybody, 
particularly the hon. Member for Uyo South 
West (Mr Brown), to come to this House and 
say that the Government has done nothing for 
the Calabar people. They have the rubber 
industry, the fishing industry, the oil industry, 
and in fact, they have everything in that place. 
Again, they have the best main road in the 
whole of the Eastern Region, and they come 
here to deceive people and to misinform the 
House. In my own area there is not one 
good road. Everything is kept in Calabar to 
please the people and to rehabilitate them. 

I beg to support. 

Mr Brown : I am surprised to hear my hon. 
Friend (Mr Chiedozie) saying that. I do not 
know whether he is specially sent by the 
Eastern Government to come and attack the 
people of Calabar province here. I can assure 
you, Mr Chairman, that if you come to Calabar 
province you will see that neither the Federal 
Government nor the Regional Government has 
done anything for the people of Calabar 
province. 

Mr D. D. U. Okay (Port Harcourt) : I just 
want to call the attention of the Minister to the 
question of imported stockfish from Norway 
and other parts of the world to Nigeria. We 
have sea in this country, and we can establish a 
fishing industry in Port Harcourt. Port 
Harcourt is the second largest port in the whole 
of the Federation. If we cannot establish a 
fishing industry in Lagos, I think we can 
establish one in Port Harcourt. 

I seize this opportunity to thank the Minis
ter, and to demand very respectfully and humbly 
the establishment of a fishing industry in 
Port Harcourt. 

I beg to support. 

Mr S. 0. Kolade (Oyo South): I am 
supporting this Head 32 because it is very 
important for our lives. Fish contains a lot 
of protein, and we know that is very good in 
our diet because our food in Africa is mostly 
carbohydrates and is not mixed diet. That 
is why sometimes our food is condemned 
by some civilised countries of the world. If 
we encourage the eating of fish, that will 
improve some of the deficiencies that we have 
in our meals. Therefore, we must encourage 
fishing industries in Nigeria. 

I praise most of these our people especially 
in the Delta area, in the Eastern Region and in 
the North who use the old type of boat in 
order to catch fish. What the Government 
should do is to help these people by some form 
of grants which they can use to build modern 
boats like trawlers and so on, which can 
make their industries easier for them. It is 
because they use old boats that they get 
accidents most of the time. We read of these 
accidents in our daily papers day in day out, 
and the Government is not thinking of a way 
out in order to help these people. We should 
realise that they are giving us a lot of things. 
They are helping us to get protein which is 
very important for our lives and which will 
make the Nigerian citizens very healthy in 
order to be able to face all the problems 
awaiting us. If we do not help these people, 
they cannot improve. The Government 
should give them grants in order to build 
modern boats so that they may avoid the risk 
of accidents. 

I know this may not be the sole responsibility 
of the Federal Government; it may affect the 
Regional Governments. If the Regional Go
vernments and the Federal Government actual
ly, co-operate, they can think of a way_by which 
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they can help these people in the Delta area, 
in the Eastern Region and in the North where 
they have got abundant supply of fish. 

I do not agree with my bon. Friend (Mr 
Chiedozie) that we should export fish. We 
are not ripe for that yet in Nigeria. What we 
have now is not sufficient for local consumption. 
Therefore, I do not think we can export 
fish meanwhile. 

I disagree with another Friend who said 
that we should stop the importation of stockfish. 
The sale of stockfish in this country encourages 
employment and we 'do not want unemploy
ment. This trade provides employment for 
many people who otherwise would gather at 
the doors of the Ministers begging them to 
please find jobs for them. If we say that 
stockfish should not be imported into Nigeria, 
we shall actually be creating unemployment. 
Unless the Federal Government can give them 
other jobs, I think they better continue in their 
trade. Stockfish too is nutritious and it con
tains some protein. If it is analysed chemically, 
it will be discovered that it has some protein. 

Another thing which we have to do is to 
think of awarding scholarships in fishery. I 
have never read it in the papers that our 
Governments have awarded scholarships to 
some people to study aspects of fishery in 
order to come to teach our people the modern 
way of smoking fish. I do not know if some
thing has been done in this respect : perhaps 
the Minister of Education can tell me how 
many scholarships have been awarded to our 
sons and daughters to qualify as fishery 
officers. It is very important. 

It is not only when we read economics that 
we know how we can develop Nigeria. Let 
some people go to Norway to study the aspect 
of fishery so that when they come back they can 
help some of our local fishermen, especially in 
the Delta area. This year, if possible, we 
should award at least one or two scholarships on 
that. We can get some people in the Eastern 
Region and perhaps in the Delta Area who are 
very good in that aspect. They need not be 
university graduates before they are given the 
scholarships. If they know how to catch fish, 
send them there. It is when we do that that our 
country will develop. 

Maybe a time is coming when laws and 
regulations will be made to com,... - ' ·· -·body to 

take fish in a particular day of the week. If 
that is done, then it will be an encouragement to 
the people fishing in that they will he able to 
sell their fish . 

Fish is very important in our meals and 
Africa is very deficient in animal protein because 
we do not know just what to do. If we can 
encourage our fishermen, they will be able to 
have markets for their fish, and if we can give 
them some grants to build modern boats, 
thereby reducing the risk on their lives by 
using old canoes, Nigeria will benefit greatly. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Economic Development 
(Alhaji the bon . Waziri Ibrahim) : Mr Chairman 
this is just a short reply. The hon. Member 
for Oyo South (Mr Kolade) has spoken about 
training of Nigerians in fishery. We do have 
three people now in Japan very near Tokyo, 
about two hours journey by car. In addition 
to that, we do have experts on fishery who train 
our people locally in the use of, for example, 
the different types of mesh and also curing 
techniques. 

In this respect, too, we have got an expert of 
the Food and Agriculture Organisation who has 
been in the employ of the Northern Regional 
Government based in Lake Chad. This 
gentleman has produced very impro\'ed 
methods of drying fish with salt. Now, I have 
tried to bring a sample actually to show to hon . 
Members, but I have not been able to. This 
new method is by soaking the fish in a certain 
quantity of solution of salt and then drying it. 
After drying-

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East) : On a 
point of order, I cannot see why the Minister of 
Economic Development who is in charge of 
Hearts 30 to 35 should choose to make a reply 
now when we still have Forestry and other 
things under that Ministry. 

The Chairman :Order, order. I do not see 
why Mr Oronsaye should be interrupting. The 
Minister is not moving closure. 

The Minister ofEconomic Development: 
This new method, I think, as soon as we are 
able to prove that it can be used by the small 
fisherman, will be used all over the country 
and is going to improve greatly upon the 
smoking method which has been quite rightly 
criticised. 
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[MINISTER OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT] travels and then go a bit far into the sea. If 
The hon. )Vlember for Kaga Marghi t Shettima they can do that by getting perhaps loans-

-(lli Monguno) has mentione~ that we should Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): Give 
unprove the method of smokmg. That also is them the money. 
bemg done. I was there on the 22nd of last . . . 
month. On the Lake Chad, I did fishing for The Mm1ster of. Econom1c . Develop-
about two hours and then I watched the ment : We cannot giVe money; 1t must be 
curing of the fish with the salt. loaned. 

An bon. Member : Did the hon. Minister 
catch any? 

The Minister of Economic Develop
ment: We caught very big ones and we had 
some of them for dinner. They are very nice. 

As soon as we are able to finalise this new 
method, I am sure it will be very popular all 
over the country. It looks very much like 
stock-fish and has good nutrition. There is 
one Indian fish expert now in Lake Chad who 
develops it. As for the smoking method he 
has improved that also, so that the fisl, which 
you normally get very black comes from Lake 
Chad. Surprisingly about ten thousand tons 
of it is consumed in this country. In a matter 
of two years the condition will be much better. 

The hon. Member for Port Harcourt (Mr 
Okay) has spoken about establishing a fishing 
industry and the hon. Member for Enugu 
(Mr Chiedozie) has also said the same thing. 
Here again, I think it is a question of private 
enterprise, and more individuals going into the 
fishing industry. I think it is wrong to say that 
Government should do all these things. 
Something like fishing is better done by 
private enterprise and when perhaps our 
Development Bank gets going, people who 
have sound ideas of establishing a fishing 
industry will probably be considered. There
fore, it is not for Government. 

I am not going to comment on the muritional 
value of the stock-fish. I do not eat it myself 
and I do not know much about it. But if we 
can definitely reduce the impo1tation of fish 
by making substitutes locally, we shall certainly 
do it. At the moment, we have to import 
stock-fish simply because we have no local 
substitutes in sufficient quantity. A few 
months ago, I also went on the ocean here on 
one of the research boats. We went right into 
the Atlantic and I saw how our research is 
being done. I was satisfied with what I saw 
and what is now left is for us to encourage 
fishermen to buy bigger fishing boats-

Mr Chairman, I think that is all I have got 
to say on this. 

Mr N. E. Elenwa (Ahoada West) : We are 
of the opinion that fishery should be a paying 
concern. But unfortunately under Explanatory 
Details to this Head 32, Government say that 
they want to provide additional labour for the 
Chad research project. Those Members who 
live near the water know that there is no need 
for anybody to go and research on how to 
kill a fish. Killing of fish is more or less some
thing practical and is done by experience. 
Some of the Members who go to the Victoria 
Island know one Mr Joseph. He makes almost 
a thousand pounds everyday. This man goes 
to the sea with his team. They come back in 
the evening. You would like to see how the 
whole Lagos lines up to buy fish. 

Under this Head 32 it is shown also that 
the Director will earn £2,750 a year and many 
other names are shown there. We have 
not been made to understand whether this 
fisheries industry has paid the Federal Govern
ment because the way they are doing it is not 
the practical way of doing it. The practical 
way of killing a fish is not to go and do some 
research ; this is not agriculture. Get your 
engine, boat, and whatever you have and go 
to the sea and catch fish. Under this Head 
provision is made for this research and for 
that research. I think this is a waste of time 
on the part of the Federal Government. 

Mr A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : Is the 
hon. Gentleman suggesting that we can catch 
fish with hands ? 

The Chairman : That is a point of question. 

Mr Elenwa : I was just trying to say that 
we should not waste all that money. all that 
manpower, if at the end of the year nothing 
comes into the coffers of the Federal Govern
ment. Efforts should be made to provide 
engines or boats if needed for the fishing 
industry instead of going to do re~earch. 

I support. 
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Mr J. K. de-Omomadia (Urhobo East): I thing that the Federal Government did was 
wish to support the expenditure under this to increase the duty on twines from twenty 
Head with few observations. per cent ad valorem to about four shillings 

I would like to observe that there is a vital 
issue confronting the fishing industry in this 
country. If the modern fishing industry must 
grow, Nigerians must be trained on modern 
fishing techniques. This can best be carried 
out by the Federal Government. Nigerians 
should be given opportunity for such training. 

The second point is equally vital. The 
volume of fish produced in the country is 
admittedly low. This is caused by lack of 
application of modern fishing technique. In 
view of the pressing need for developing the 
industry both for boosting our national eco
nomy and for the purpose of satisfying nutri
tional needs, I would ask whether the hon. 
Minister of Economic Development will not 
consider the necessity of setting up a Federal 
Fisheries Training School where young 
Nigerians can be trained in elementary naviga
tion, maintenance and repair of fishing vessels. 

The last point I wish to mention and for 
which I beg leave to mention through this 
medium, is the question of import duty of 4s 
per lb. on fishing twines. Fishing nets 
are imported free of duty, but the twines for 
top and bottom lines are dutiable. The 
importation of twines to make nets locally 
has been made impossible by this excessive duty. 
I appeal to the Minister to do something about 
this, particulary at this time when the Govern
ment looks for money to u;;e in our economic 
development programme. The cry of the 
fishermen is that the duty is too high. If 
this is difficult to remove completely, then 
the twenty per cent ad valorem can be more 
tolerable. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr J. 0. Olaore (Oshun North East) : I 
have to support the last speaker who said 
something about twines for making fishing 
nets. Sometime ago, all these cotton twines 
were imported at twenty per cent ad valorem 
and it was then suggested that in order to 
encourage fishing in this country, and to help 
the indigenous fishermen, a move should be. 
made to import all these fishing materials 
free. Now, instead of helping the fishermen 
or trying to encourage this industry, the only 

per pound. This increase is causing untold 
hardship to those fishermen engaged in this 
trade, and at the same time making the price 
of fish in the market higher. 

Now, when fishermen buy nets and their 
nets get old or torn, instead of buying new ones, 
they simply mend them because they cannot 
afford to pay the increased cost of these twines, 
as a result of increase duty on them. I would 
therefore request the Federal Government to 
explore the possibility of reverting to the old 
custom duty of twenty per cent, or abolish 
the duty completely. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

£61,210 for Head 32-Fisheries Service
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 33.-FORESTRY (RESEARCH) 

Question proposed, That £134,410 for Head 
33-Forestry (Research)-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Mr A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South): We are 
now on Head 33- Forestry (Research). It is 
clearly stated that £134,410 has been provided 
for expenditure in this current year. If such 
a huge amount of money is being proposed, it 
will not be out of place to give one or two 
pieces of advice to the Minister of Economic 
Development. 

Much has already been said about Forestry 
on the Floor of this House. Members have 
been told in the past that it is a Regional 
matter. Now I have to congratulate the 
Minister of Economic Development and the 
Cabinet for creating a special Head for Forestry 
which will be of great benefit to the whole of 
the Federation. 

I would call upon the Minister of Economi,.. 
Development to come along with me to certain 
forest areas in this country. There he will 
find mahogany, iroko, aboras, opepes, cidars, 
all kinds of soft and hard wood, and with their 
significant uses, we can bring the forest home 
and make it what this House is to all of us. 
Ron. Members may wish to know what I mean. 
If Members look round they will agree with me 
that but for the aid of the forest and all good 
things it contain, all the fine furniture that 
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[MR 0DULANA] 

adorn this historic House would not have been 
made possible. Therefore, our forests ought 
to be taken good care of, as a lot of wealth, and 
all good things come from them. If we want 
to make good use of the huge sum of money 
voted for Forestry Research, we have got to 
ask the Minister of Economic Development to 
create schools in those big and thick forest 
areas, areas rich with timber and all sort of 
trees. 

An hon. Member : Mention those areas. 

Mr Odulana : If the hon. Member wants 
me to mention, I will invite the Minister straight 
away to my constituency, Ijebu South, which 
is the best Forest Research area in the whole 
Federation. In inviting the Minister, I would 
make mention of two places like my own home 
town Ijebu-Ife. You will start from there on 
the Ijebu-Benin road. 

An hon. Member : What ahout the Oba of 
Ijebu-Ife ? 

Mr Odulana : I will tell the hon. Member 
that the Oba of Ijebu-Ife migrated from 
Ile-Ife to settle in Ijebu-Ife. 

Mr E. D. Akinbowale (Ijebu North) : On 
a point of order, the hon. Member for Ijebu 
South (Mr Odulana) should confine himself to 
what he is talking about. If he wants to talk 
about the grading of Obas, the Orimolusi does 
not come under the Ajalorun of Ijebu-Ife. 

The Chairman : There are times when it is 
difficult to see or detect irrelevance but how 
the Oba comes into Forestry Research, I do 
not know. 

Mr Odulana : I was asking the Minister to 
come to Ijebu-Ife which is the starting place 
of these big forest areas and see these areas 
from Ondo all along the water side, Okitipupa, 
and the Omo Ajibandele area-where he will 
find the Omo Saw Mill. I want the Minister 
to take note that in every acre of land he will 
find not fewer than twenty people living there 
and when he gets to Omo which is really 
known as area Jl, J2, J3, or J4--

The Chairman : Order ! I do hope the 
hon. Member is belabouring these details with 
a view to t~llillg us how they fit into forestry 
r~earco . 

Chief Odulana : I am mentioning this for 
the Minister to take note of so that when he 
goes to that area to investigate what I am 
trying to explain to him, he will find that if he 
wants a headquarters for his Forestry Research 
there is no place in the whole of the Federation 
better than that area. 

To-day we have over 6,000 workmen 
working in Omo Sawmill ; they do nothing but 
timber work. They live in the forest. They 
have their electricity there, their own Post 
Office there and they have very many houses 
there. The District Council of my Consti
tuency collects tax from over 4,000 of them 
every year. If the Minister wants to know 
more, I shall take him to that place. I do not 
want the hon. Minister to establish the head
quarters of his Forestry Research anywhere 
other than Ijebu-Ife area, and when he does 
that, I wish he would give more facilities for 
training abroad to our men. 

It is not everyone who will be an accountant, 
a lawyer or a doctor, so that those people 
living in the forest and bringing good things 
from the forest to adorn and enrich our abodes 
deserve encouragement. You will see that 
by my supporting this Head 33 for Forestry 
Research I am doing so because of what I 
know about forestry. 

I beg to support. 

Mr E. A. Mordi (Asaba East): On this 
Head and Item, I just want to call the attention 
of the Minister to one or two things. The 
forest of this country is fast vanishing. The 
rate at which the forest exploitation is going 
on is so great and one wonders whether at this 
rate in 20 years there will still be left trees 
which-

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): On a 
point of order, it is provided in the Standing 
Orders that Members shall listen to debates 
in silence. We have more noise from the 
Minister's Bench than from any other Bench 
in this House. 

The Chairman : I do not think there has 
at any time been any negligence or delay on 
the part of the Chair in pointing out when 
the volume of interruption is rising. I thank, 
the hon. Member for Enyong South (Mr 
P. E. Ekanem) for his vigilance but ask that he 
be a bit more restrainect. 
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Mr Mordi : I was trying to make the point The hon. Member for Sokoto West Central 
that the forests of this country are fast vanishing has directed our minds to the need for afforesta
as a result of indiscriminate exploitation, and tion in the northern part of the country. He 
there is a danger which we may have to face in spoke of the poverty of the soil because of its 
the very near future and that is that we shall nearness to the desert. In fact, we are told in 
be lacking in trees which will produce timber Geography that the desert approaches Nigeria 
for our use within the country. I think that at the rate of a quarter of a mile in 25 years or a 
it is absolutely necessary that afforestation mile in a hundred years. If we do not take 
should take place at the rate at which disaffore- this into account, then we are not planning for 
station takes place. The need for this should the prosperity of future generations. We may 
be more realized when it is understood that it not be affected in the immediate future but 
takes nearly 90 years for a tree to mature or after about a thousand or two thousand years 
even 100 years for that matter, so that it will the problem may become more acute. 
be necessary for the Forestry Department to 
think out ways and means whereby afforesta
tion should be taking place and think about it 
more seriously than is being done at the 
moment. There are trees of different 
categories. Trees which are slow growing and 
trees which are fast growing. It will be 
necessary for them to experiment on which 
type of trees will be used so that afforestation 
could be taking place as fastly as disafforesta
tion is taking place. 

I want to draw the attention of the House to 
our love for things made of wood. For example, 
this House in which we are is lovely because of 
the type of wood with which it is made. Even 
in some motor cars we find that some parts of 
motor cars are made of wood. We like it 
because it is more native to us than some other 
materials used in making motor cars. We 
should, therefore, make every possible effort to 
preserve our forests. 

I beg to support My hon. Friend, the Member for Asaba East 
· (}\ir Mordi) has used the word "afforestation". 

M. Ibrahim Gusau (Sokoto West Central): In this connection I want to point out to the 
I just wish to associate myself with the state- Minister that the Counties to which it is left to 
ment made by my hon. Friend, the Member for make by-laws against bush burning are not able 
Asaba East (Mr Mordi) . I think that if there is to enforce it and if it will be possible for the 
any use which this Head could serve to the Federal Government to take over the preserva
country, it is in regard to afforestation. You tion of forests, it will be very useful so that the 
can see that in the northern part of Northern young trees which are wantonly destroyed will 
Nigeria we are almost in semi-desert and I be allowed to grow into timber trees which will 
think if this Head can have any use whatsoever be used for various items of furniture in the 
it is to find ways and means of bringing about country. 
forestry research whereby we can have trees 
springing up in the far North. 

It is alarming to see how the trees are vanish
ing in Sokoto, Katsina, Kano and Bornu Pro
vinces, and I appeal seriously to the Minister to 
see that some forestry research is made to 
benefit areas where there are no trees whatso
ever at the moment. I am sure that forestry 
research is at present only concentrated in the 
South where there are trees whereas we are 
faced with a problem, a serious one, of desert 
infiltration in the north of the country. I appeal 
to the Minister to look into this matter very 
seriously. 

I beg to support. 

Mr 0. Chikelu (Udi Central) : I rise to 
support the Estimate under this Head with very 
few comments. 

It is also my experience that many carpenters 
are coming up ; young boys are trained as 
carpenters and they require a lot of wood to use. 
They are useful to us because they do not come 
to offices for employment in clerical work. They 
want to use their hands. In order to encourage 
them we must give them a lot of wood with 
which to make furniture for our use. 

I beg to support. 

Mr E. D. Akinbowale (Ijebu North) : On 
this question of Forestry Research, I should like 
to refresh the memory of hon. Members about 
this special Department. 

Years ago when forestry was introduced into 
the country as an arm of Government, all the 
workers there used to draw their inspiration 
from one place and that was from Ibadan. 
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(MR AKINBOWALE] 
But years afterwards, there was division in the 
Department and we now have research as a 
Federal subject. This research that is known 
now as a Federal subject was staffed with many 
officers. We have Forest Botanists, Forest 
Utilisation Officers, Forest Technical Officers, 
and Forest Research Officers. All these 
officers have been working in the Department 
and yet we did not see much of their work, 
whereas in agriculture we see the result if their 
experiments. 

That brings me to another point. If this 
arm of Government is to be supported, if the 
allocation should be supported something must 
be done to improve the working of this arm of 
Government. This Department used to be 
responsible for the creation of forest reserves, 
creation of communal forestry areas, creation 
of plantations, making of forest laws and 
preservation of game forests and has had a great 
deal to do with the exploitation of timber. 
But since we have had this research section of 
the Department not much has been shown to us 
except the success reported some time ago on 
paper-making. Whereas, all over the country, 
members would agree with me that indiscri
minate felling of trees is going on and we are 
losing much of our timber. 

There is one disease that is known in forestry 
as wood-boring. It has not now been arrested 
by officers in this Department and yet every 
year much money is being voted for service in 
this section. 

I would suggest that the officers of thi s 
Department and the Minister should see to it 
that wood-boring is arrested once and for all. 
It should not continue to waste our money 
every year. More than that, indiscriminate 
felling of timber should be checked by the 
Department. A Member has said on the 
Floor of this House that in the Northern 
Region there is need for afforestation. I 
endorse it because all over the Northern 
Regior,, Northerners here will agree with me, 
we ha-, _what is called the Savannah forest. It is 
time that this Department tackled the problem 
of afforestation in the Northern Region. So too, 
there should be afforestation all over because, 
of all I remember, it is only around Onitsha 
that we have some forest reserves. There is 
also a small area in Obubra Division where we 
have some sort of forest reserve ; but all over 
the area there are vast areas peeding the 
attention of this Department. 

With due respect to hon. Members it is 
only in the Western Region that we can talk of 
deforestation because we have natural forests 
there and we are exploiting all and whatever 
we realise as revenue to-day from timber is 
much from the Western Region. So it is in
cumbent on the Minister to see to it that 
afforestation is carried out in the Northern 
Region and in the Eastern Region too. 

One particular point 1 would like to invite 
the attention of the Minister to is that for over 
ten years now we have got Forest Research 
Officers. I think it is about time that we 
should Nigerianise the Head of that Service. 
We have available materials there and all the 
indigenous officers there have acquired a 
variety of experience. All the experience of 
the expatriates was acquired at the Botanical 
Gardens at Kew in England. 

MrS. 0. Kolade (Oyo South): Mr Chairman , 
an hon. Member is sleeping ! This may be 
due to the way he sits in his place. 

The Chairman : I do not think we have 
been terribly strict on how Members sit, but I 
take it that if his eyes are shut he is probably 
thinking. 

Mr Akinbowale : As I was saying, all these 
officers are being trained for their work at the 
Botanical Gardens at Kew in England. Most 
of these indigenous officers have qualified and 
they are giving good service. I think it is 
about time that the Head of that Department 
was Nigerianised. 

An hon. Member: Has the hon. Member 
got a suitable Nigerian to take his place ? 

Some hon. Members : Yes, yes. 

Mr Akin bow ale : Yes, and they have got the 
requisite qualifications for the job. 

I beg to support. 

£134,410 for H ead 33-Forestry Research
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD. 34-STATISTICS 
£283,590 for Head 34-Statistics-ordered to 

stand part of the S chedul ... 

HEAD 45 .- VETERINARY RESEARCH 
£250,550for Head 35-Veteri11ary Research

ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 
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Committee report Progress-to sit again, 
Tomorrow. 

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made and Question proposed, That 
this House do now adjourn (THE MINISTER OF 
EDUCATION) . 

Mr C. 0. Chiedozie (Enugu): In view of 
the fact that the Regional Governments are 
spending considerable proportions of their 
revenues on education and yet are finding it 
extremely difficult to cope with the ever
increasing problem of education the hon. 
Minister might wish to make a statement on the 
efforts the Federal Government is making to 
give substantial financial aid in the form of 
grants to the Regional Governments in order 
to enable them to meet up with their pressing 
educational problems. 

For example, the Eastern Nigeria Govern
ment spends about one-third of its revenue 
annually on education alone. At the moment 
the number of children of school-going age 
there is approaching 3 million. This number 
excludes children in secondary, technical and 
commercial schools. The financial problems 
of education in the Regions are so pressing even 
to the detriment of other essential services such 
as health, road maintenance and water supply 
that financial assistance from the Federal 
Government has now become a matter of the 
utmost urgency. 

I am now calling upon the Federal Minister 
of Education to come over to Macedonia and 
help us. Would he make a statement? 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku): Under our Constitution, it is 
within the competence of the Federal Govern
ment to make grants available to the Regions 
for educational purposes. It is essential, 
however, that such grants must be in further
ance of the manpower needs of the country as 
determined by the National Manpower Board. 
Already a start has been made in the assessment 
of the manpower needs of this country in a 
range of disciplines. 

The National Universities Commission has 
been assigned the responsibility of making 
grants to university institutions. The fin:m -

cia! burden of giving grants for primary, 
secondary, vocational, and technical education 
is, however, large. Consequently, the amount of 
assistance which the Federal Government can 
give will depend on the amount of funds 
available. It must be stated, however, that a 
general provision of grants can hardly be 
contemplated under present constitutional 
arrangements. What the Federal Govern
ment will be in a position to consider is the 
injection of funds into certain aspects of educa
tion whicl1 are considered critical in the national 
interest. (Hear, hear). In this regard, I may 
mention universitv education, scientific and 
technological edu-cation, the expansion of 
technical education at the secondary and post
secondary education levels, and such other 
activities as would enhance the widening of 
opportunities for primary education through
out the whole of Nigeria. 

STRANDED UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East): The 
question of assisting stranded students came 
before this House sometime ago, and the 
Government replied in the negative. It was, 
however, clear that even though the Govern
ment's answer was in the negative, this matter 
continues to agitate everybody's mind. Here 
are students who, by the very fact of their 
admission, have given eloquent testimony of 
their manpower training, because it requires a 
lot of academic qualifications, interviews, and 
so on and so forth for a student to gain admis
sion into a university, and, therefore, there is 
no doubt about their efficiency at all. Yet, they 
are stranded and may soon go to waste-back
streets. Many had so gone. I have known of 
many students who were in the universities 
and, because they had no fees to pay, had gone 
to waste. 

Happily, the Speech from the Throne 
contains some useful portions for students, 
and, with your permission, Sir, I will quote 
some of these portions :-

My Government is planning to set up an 
Agency which will be known as a National 
Agency for High Level Manpower Training. 
The Agency w£/l conduct a register of all 
trainable young persons in order to provide a 
reliable basis for statistics and educational 
planning. It will also set up a vocational 
guidance service for high level manpO'lver 
occupations. 
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The possibility of co-ordinating scholarship 
activities will be examined in concert with the 
Regional Governments in order to ensure 
successful "investment in talent" for the 
country's manpower needs and to avoid 
expensive duplication of efforts. 

The other section I would like to quote is 
about the National Manpower Board in con
sultation with the Regional Governments. 

Mr Speaker : Order. I think a Motion 
on Adjournment is intended for very brief 
speeches. Exhaustive erudition can be very 
boring at this stage. 

Mr Oronsaye : I will now shorten it. The 
stranded Ibadan University students have seen 
this Speech, have taken advantage of it, and 
have made contacts about it, but up till now 
there is no result. We do not know whether 
the Government is in a position to give loan 
or direct scholarship or, according to the 
Speech from the Throne, whether there is 
co-ordination in such a way that these students 
may be helped. 

I would like the Minister of Education to 
make a statement. 

The Minister of Education : I should like 
to isolate the two issues raised by the hon. 
Member for Benin East (Mr Oronsaye)-that 
of scholarships and the other of loan. 

The portion that the hon. Member cited 
from the Speech from the Throne does not 
in any way indicate that the Federal Government 
is prepared to give scholarship to stranded 
students-students who made no adequate 
provisions before entering the university-and 
who would like to be established for them a 
different scholarship board from the one 
already in existence. 

A scholarship is a scholarship given as a 
result of the academic competence of a student. 
Up till this moment, the Federal Government 
scholarships have been awarded to students 
who have given satisfaction about their aca
demic attainment and intellectual aptitude. 
There. is no intention of departing from this 
time-honoured principle, and scholarships will 
continue to be given to students who have 
reached scholarship standard. 

The question of loan is, however, a different 
matter. ·A loan may be given to a student who 
otherwise would have been unable to complete 

his studies. A loan may also be given to a 
student who, through circumstances beyond 
his control, finds financial difficulty in pursuing 
his study. This policy has been followed in 
the past, and the Federal Government will 
continue to follow the same policy. 

There is one difficulty, however, about 
loan scholarship. Some of the students who 
already have benefited from loan scholarships 
have made no effort whatsoever to refund the 
loan given to them. We have made efforts 
to recover these loans, but the response is not 
encouraging at all. 

I should, also, like to give this honourable 
House the assurance that my Ministry is at 
the moment considering a unique method 
whereby substantial sums of money may be 
made available for the granting of loan scholar
ships for a particular category of students. 
These matters are, however, in the exploratory 
stage and will not be undertaken until we 
come back again to this House for some form 
of authorization. I would not like to be 
pressed further at this stage because a prema
ture disclosure of the procedure we are contem
plating will be prejudicial to the scheme 
under contemplation. 

DocK WoRKERS' STRIKE 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): Some
time this year we heard of a strike which took 
place in Lagos and whicli would have spread as 
an epidemic to the Regions. I am referring 
to the Dock Workers' Strike. It has been 
brought to my notice that as a result of the 
strike, somebody who had signed a contract 
with the Ports Authority had fallen a victim 
because of some subversive activities. My 
information is that as a result of the strike 
this man's contract has been cancelled. I 
would like the Minister to make a statement 
as to whether the contract which was awarded 
to W. Biney & Co. Ltd. has been withdrawn 
as a result of that strike. 

Several bon. Members : What is the hon. 
Member's interest ? 

The Minister of Transport (Hon. R. A. 
Njoku) : It is a little perplexing, Mr Speaker, 
to understand why the hon. Member for 
Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) is interested in 
the distribution of contracts at Apapa. Quays. 
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Mr Ekanem: On a point of order, my 
interest lies in the fact that this matter is 
going to affect the workers, and I represent 
not only my constituency but the workers of 
this country. 

The Minister of Transport : The position 
is that the recent strike of workers at the A papa 
Quays will have no effect whatsoever on the 
distribution of stevedoring contracts at Apapa 
or Customs Quay. I want to at~sure the hon. 
Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) 
that the firm which he has mentioned is not 
going to be victimised in any way as a result 
of the strike. There was a rumour when the 
strike was on that it was engineered by certain 
people, but there is no proof that this Company 
was implicated in this affair. 

The hon. Member mentioned the firm of 
W. Biney and Co. Ltd. The question of 
whether the contract awarded to that Firm 
will continue to be handled by it or not is 
really a matter for the Ports Authority, and 
I would like to say that the contracts for 
stevedoring at Apapa Quays are not handled 
by my Ministry. They are handled by the 
Nigerian Ports Authority, and, therefore, as 
far as I know, I have had consultations with 
the Authority and I am informed that there is 
no intention of-

Mr A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : On a 
point of order, the hon. Minister of Transport 

says that the Ports Authority is not under him. 
Under what Ministry is it then ? 

Mr Speaker : Order. That is not a point 
of order. 

The Minister of Transport : I said that 
the contracts for stevedoring at Apapa or in 
any wharf are not awarded by my Ministry. 
The Ports Authority, as hon. Members will 
know, is an autonomous statutory body, but 
what I want to assure the hon. Member is that, 
as far as I know, there is no intention to deprive 
the Company mentioned of its contract as a 
result of the strike. But this does not mean that 
the authority is not at liberty, when the time 
comes, to distribute the contracts as it thinks 
fit to all the stevedoring companies that are 
qualified in this country. 

Mr D. N . Oronsaye rose in his place-

Mr Speaker : Order, order. Has the hon. 
Member for Benin East (Mr Oronsaye) any 
outstanding notice of Motion ? 

Mr Oronsaye : I want to speak on the 
matter raised by the Minister. 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved : That this House do now adjourn. 

Adjourned accordingly at 5.35. p.m. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
NIGERIA 

Friday, 19th April, 1963 

The House mt!t at 9 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

APPROPRIATION (1963- 64) BILL 

(THIRD ALLOTTED DAY): CONSIDERED IN 
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLy 

HEAD 36.-MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

Question proposed, That £1,992,590 for 
Head 36-Ministry of Education-stand part of 
the Schedule. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
I want to say in contributing to this Head and in 
supporting it, that I note with satisfaction the 
excellent job being done by our able Minister. 
He is a very erudite and simple gentleman, and 
works very quietly and unobtrusively. (Hear, 
hear). 

The Chairman : As there is power failure 
this morning, I appeal to hon. Members to talk 
and cheer in such a way that the reporters who 
are recording our speeches may be able to hear 
us. If there is too much noise, they will not be 
able to do their work at all. 

Dr Okeke : That is what I call service 
without blowing a trumpet. He is a man who 
knows what he is doing for the nation. He 
works very hard without trying to catch the 
headlines. The effect of his work is felt 
throughout the nation. He is a man who is 
always going out to look for people capable of 
doing the job. In fact recently, an able 
administrator by the name of Mr F. 0. Awokoya 
was appointed Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Education. 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku) : On a point of information, the 
name of the person is Mr S. 0 . Awokoya. 

Dr Okeke : I am grateful to the Minister for 
the information. His efforts in recruiting able 
Nigerians to serve in the Ministry must con
tinue. In this connection, I must commend 
the work of the American Peace Corps in their 

efforts to improve our education at all levels
elementary, secondary and university. They 
are doing a good job, and the Minister of 
Education should see to it that the efforts and 
activities of this humanitarian group are co
ordinated. 

There is one disturbing factor in this recruit
ment of educational experts ""ho teach in our 
schools. I noted that there are many of our 
boys and girls who are stranded in many 
countries all over the world, and it seems to me 
that these boys and girls whom we have trained 
to help Nigeria are not being used. Many of 
them are stranded in the countries where they 
are being trained. Either they are not wanted 
in their country or their country cannot pay for 
their services. 

I was thinking aloud once that the efforts of 
the American Peace Corps will benefit Nigeria 
immensely if the American Government will 
be kind enough to recruit these Nigerians 
who are now stranded and spread all over 
America either because they are not wanted 
or there is no job for them. The Ministry of 
Education will be contributing more to our 
own development if only our young boys and 
girls are absorbed into our universities. May 
be there is no money available but, somehow, 
we have to use our trained manpower. 

There is one disturbing factor in our educa
tion. Our university education requires the 
acquisition of the General Certificate of 
Education as an entry qualification. This 
G.C.E. (Advanced Level), I want to tell the 
Minister of Education, should be stopped as a 
requirement for entry into our universities
the University of Ibadan, the University of 
Ife, the University of Nigeria, and the Ahmadu 
Bello University. 

Our four universities must not use the 
G.C.E. (Advanced Level) as entry requirement 
for the simple reason that our boys and girls 
waste their talent and their effort cramming 
their lessons to pass the G.C.E. examinations 
after their School Certificate. They warp 
their intelligence and their intellect trying to 
acquire a qualification to enter the university, 
and by the time they get through it their whole 
effort and energy are so frustrated that a lot 
of time is spent in the university trying to 
correct the wrong habit acquired when they 
were endeavouring to master the subjects for 
the G.C,E. to be able to go into the university, 
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Since the Ashby Commission has recom- v.e recruit these able professors from abroad 
mended that Nigeria needs 80,000 graduates to teac-h in the universities of Lagos, Nsuk.ka, 
in the next ten years, we must have to educate Ibadan, et cetera, and v.e call outsiders to set 
our boys and girls. We set the requirement so the examinations for our boys, I think it is a 
high that we stop our own boys and girls vote of no confidence in the profe~sors who 
from entering into our own universities. I am are teaching those boys, because examination 
saying that when a boy leaves secondary is also a means of teaching. 
school-

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): On a 
point of order, Sir, we have power failure and 
I am calling on the Minister of Mines and 
Power to explain v.hy there is no light. 

Dr Okeke : My hon. Friend, the member 
for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) cannot call 
me to order since I am not the Minister of 
Mines and Power. 

I am saying that when our boys and girls 
leave school they should be absorbed into the 
universities straight away, if they are qualified 
without having to wait to obtain a pass in 
the G.C.E. examination, because at this im
pressionable age education is not only what 
you have but what happens to you in the 
process of learning. I want to say that when 
tl-ese boys are acquiring the G.C.E. their 
counterparts in America, England or India go 
straight from secondary schools into their 
universities, and by the time our younger boys 
and girls enter our own universities these boys 
overseas graduate B.A., B.Sc., etc., and we go 
back to recruit them to come and teach their 
counterpart just entering our m:vn universities. 

This practice of waiting to pass the G.C.E. 
must have to stop since it could be seen that 
our own boys are much younger than their 
own counterparts in other lands, and there is no 
reason why we should deny them the oppor
tunity at that impressionable age when they 
are still growing Yery rapidly in their intelli
gence. We deny them the opportunity and then 
their counterparts overseas grow in ascendancy 
and later come back to teach in our own univer
Sltles. I think we have to enrol our boys in 
the universities we have-Ife, Nsukka, Ibadan 
and Zaria-irnmediately they leave secondary 
schools. 

We must have to standardize examinations 
in our universities. We must abrogate the 
foreign examinations which our boys and 
girls from our universities take at the end of 
their B.A. and B.Sc. course, because if there 
is any place a professor should be trusted to do 
a good job it is in the university ; and when 

Examinations at the end of any course 
constitute the stimulus, the incentive and the 
motivation that you have aroused in the boys 
who are studying, and if you cannot control 
examination then you cannot teach effectively. 
If you v.ant to teach effectively you have to 
control the examination system, and unless 
this is done both the teacher and the student 
v.ill become a prey to the outside examining 
body. Until we correct the situation whereby 
our teachers and students work for some outside 
force, v.e cannot begin to redirect effort in our 
education, to look about ourselves and work 
with our own materials, so that we can improve 
our lives from the basic grass roots where it 
matters. I think v.e can be trusted to examine 
our ov.n boys, so that as we examine we will 
be able to control their progress. 

Some people have alleged that we Nigerians 
cannot be trusted in conducting examinations. 
They fear falling standards, corruption, nepo
tism and all that sort of thing. But we have 
to begin now to correct these things and to 
have confidence in ourselves. (Interruptions). 

The Chairman : Will hon. Members 
refrain from making too much noise ? 

Dr Okeke : I want to call the attention of 
the Minister of Education to the delay in 
publishing this year's result of the West Mrican 
School Certificate examination. The result is 
being used by all the Regions in the Federation 
for employment purposes as the financial 
year starts in April ; in fact, on April 1 the 
new financial year begins. I would rather 
think that the examination results are very 
important to us in this country and as such 
they should come out around the middle of 
March ; as far as possible, in March of every 
year because boys who failed must be thrown 
out by the Regions who had employed them 
and who require boys who were successful in 
the examinations to continue in the job. They 
must know in time so as to be able to adjust 
this. 
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The new Higher Teacher Training Centre 

to be opened was delayed because they were 
waiting for the results. The results did not 
come out as they envisaged. If they had come 
out earlier, this Centre should have been 
opened. I implore the Minister of Education 
to advise the examining bodies to make sure 
that the results of the West African School 
Certificate examination are released around the 
1st of March of every year because they are 
used in employing those candidates who had 
been successful. 

There is something in this country which is 
disturbing and should disturb many Nigerians 
and that is the neglect of technical education. 
I want the Government of the Federation, 
although education is a Regional subject, to 
look into the possibility of taking over all 
technical schools and colleges in the country 
because in these days of economic development 
programme, we must do something to en
courage technical education. 

This is the bulwark of colonialism in this 
country. Until our boys begin to understand 
science and technology, we must remain 
dependent on foreign powers for our own 
technical knowledge and our own technical 
know-how. 

Technical education is very expensive for 
the Regions and the Federal Government 
spends money only in Lagos. Lagos alone 
is not Nigeria, even though it is in Nigeria, 
and technical education is a highly specialised 
subject. It requires a lot of man-power 
which only the Federal Government can 
provide. This must be taken over by the 
Federal Government. If there is anything in 
the Constitution that prevents tbis, the Consti
tution should be amended because unless 
and until we begin to give our b0ys technical 
education in this age of science and technology, 
any efforts made in the next 10 or 20 years 
in the economic development programme will 
founder because we will not have the necessary 
technical know-how. We cannot get it until 
we put money and efforts into technical 
education. 

certain bulletin called Nigerian Farmers' Council 
Scholarship Awards 1963-64 was sent to me 
some time ago and in it somebody signed as 
Welfare and Development Secretary of this 
Farmers' Council Scholarship Scheme. 
Among other things they want to do, they are 
charging £1 entrance fee for Group A, £1-lOs 
for Group B and £2-Ss for Group C. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem: On a point of order, 
the hon. Member for Onitsha North Central 
(Dr Okeke) is quoting when he has not obtained 
the permission to do so. 

The Chairman : When the permission of 
the House is obtained I think the hon. Member 
is allowed to quote. 

Dr Okeke : Will my hon. Friend the 
Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) take 
off his cap so that we may see his bald head ? 
(Mr Ekanem removed his cap). (Laughter). 

Mr Ekanem : My hon. Friend should 
know that I cannot be ashamed of removing 
my cap. 

Dr Okeke : The country must be protected 
from this robbery. These people are robbing 
the people of this country. When they 
advertise these scholarships, thousands of boys 
and girls take entrance examinations because 
they want to get scholarships. The people 
collect upwards of £1,000 and use only about 
£200 in awarding the scholarships, putting 
the rest into their own pockets. Such people 
are exploiting the desire for education in this 
country to enrich their pockets. The Minister 
of Education should look into the matter and 
do something about it. 

I beg to support. 

Mr J. 0. Taiwo (Oyo North West): I 
take this opportunity to praise the Minister of 
Education for all he has been doing to help in 
raising the standard of education in Nigeria. 

All hon. Members are aware of the fact that 
for some time now the standard of education 
has been low, not in any particular Region 

I want to call the attention of the Minister alone, but throughout the whole of the Federa
of Education to this last point and that is about tion. Everybody is conscious of this fact and 
the many bogus schools and colleges in the I have to praise all the Ministers of Education 
country. Bogus schools have done a great in the whole of the Federation for all they have 
damage to education in this country. A done in recent years to raise the standard of 
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education. For instance, so many schools Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : On a point 
have been proposed, higher schools with a of order, I quite realise that when a useless 
higher standard of education. man makes a statement I should take no notice, 

but I am not an unscrupulous lawyer .. 
Everybody is aware of the effort l.,eing made 

in the Western Region where the Minister of 
Education is trying to give more chances to 
school children in the primary level to spend 
more years in primary school. That, no 
doubt, will help them a lot to pick up. 

I want to talk again on the School Certificate 
Examination. For a long time now, any boy 
who fails in English will not be awarded a 
certificate, no matter the number of Credits 
or Distinctions he has in other subjects. 
This is not good for the present Nigeria. 
English is not our mother tongue and should 
therefore not be a barrier to the progress of 
our children. If a boy can score Distinction 
in History, Credit in Geography, Distinction 
in all science subjects, definitely the English he 
understands to be able to do so well in all the 
other subjects would have been sufficient to 
give him a pass to get a certificate. But 
because that is not so many boys have suffered. 

People who have suffered as a result of this 
irregularity know what I am talking. It is not 
easy for somebody who has left school to pass 
the School Certificate Examination because 
instead of being given the opportunity to take 
the English Language again, he is made to go 
over the whole examination. I think it is 
time the Ministers of Education in the whole 
Federation noted this English barrier. It is 
not worth it these days because boys who cannot 
go through their examinations at the first 
attempt will be discouraged. I see no reason 
why a boy who is good in Mathematics and 
History or Geography should find it difficult 
to go to a university to complete his education. 
I am imploring the Minister of Education to 
take very quick action on this matter for the 
benefit of the children. 

That takes us to technical education in 
Nigeria. Technical education is what we 
need now. It is very essential and I have to 
praise the Federal Government for putting 
up the new building at the Technical Institute 
at Yaba. I hope the standard will be ade
quately raised to meet the standard in the 
polytechnics. It is very, very important. I 
think this will save us from the clutches of 
unscrupulous la,:vyers like the bon. Member 
for Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya). 

The Chairman : Order. Really this is an 
unparliamentary language which actually 
should not be used on the Floor of this honour
able house. If it is meant as a joke then I 
would have allowed both of you but I think 
this should be the end of it. 

Mr Ogunsanya : I took my own meaning 
of U .P .P. from this House. 

The Minister of Finance : There 1s no 
useless Peoples Party in this House. 

The Chairman : I think these unwarranted 
interruptions must stop. 

Mr Taiwo : I was talking about technical 
education which includes radio engineering, 
plumbing, blacksmithing, watch repairing, etc. 
Most hon. Members will appreciate the fact 
that most boys go to England for radio engineer
ing, plumbing, brick making and so on. I 
think this is the time to stop these people from 
going for that type of education if we can 
establish these trades here. It is time we 
conserved our money because when they go 
there they spend our own money for what 
they can have at a cheaper rate in Nigeria. 
I think it is also time we started kno wing what 
type of course a man is going to pursue in 
England. If it is available here we should be 
proud of our own and force that man to do 
it here and give that qualification the same 
recognition it is given in Britain. 

In winding up, I want to talk about the 
distribution of scholarships. I have come to 
this honourable House to urge the even 
distribution of scholarships and to refer 
particularly to the whole of Oyo Division. 
We have been cheated and it is time the Federal 
Government set up a "Backward Areas 
Scholarships Boatd" . Very often, boys from 
the rural areas do not have the opportunity of 
winning these scholarships. Only one student 
has ever benefited from the scholarship award 
and even that one is now suffering and has had 
to write many letters. 

This brings me to another point. Some 
foreign countries award scholarships in con
junction with the Federal Government, and 
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when these scholarship holders reach the 
foreign countries they are not given the courses 
of study promised them by the Federal Govern
ment. At one time some students from this 
country won Italian scholarships to study 
Geology. One of the boys was given a part 
scholarship by the Italian Government. The 
Federal Government accepted responsibility 
for transport. When the boy got there he 
could not get the necessary funds to go on with 
his studies. We had to keep on collecting 
money and sending to him. Even last month 
I had to send him more money because he was 
stranded. This is one point that I want the 
Federal Government to take note of and see that 
these boys are given their fair share when 
they go to any foreign country on a part 
scholarship. All of us have the right to benefit 
from the Federal Government. 

In this respect I want to talk about King's 
College. We are all aware of the fact that this 
College is one of the premier Grammar schools 
in the country. There is no doubt about it. 
The selection of boys for admission into this 
school is causing grave concern. For some 
time, as far as I know boys from a privileged 
class have been admitted into this College. 
They may pass the entrance examination and 
they may not. Those who pass the entrance 
examination in most cases are not admitted 
while those who fail but are from the privileged 
class are admitted. I do not blame anybody for 
doing them a favour. It is not bad to do a 
favour, we all sometimes do a favour. But I 
want this favour to be extended to our people 
as well and get our boys admitted into this 
school. If 50 boys are to be admitted this year, 
it is not bad if ten of them come from my area. 
We shall be very happy to have that chance. 
ln my area we have many brilliant boys who 
are not admitted into King's College because 
their parents are poor. I want the Minister of 
Education to note this. We also want our 
girls to be admitted on the same basis. 

I want to talk about a matter already men
tioned by the hon. Member for Onitsha North 
Central (Dr Okeke), although my views are 
different from his. We have two boys who are 
really qualified for admission but we have 
tried in vain to get them admitted. People 
continue to read advertisements in the daily 
papers but when they apply and pay the fees 
they are not admitted. There must be a fake 

department in the Ministry of Education which 
puts up false advertisements in order to deceive 
the public. For instance, a certain person 
advertised in the papers that he had a school 
in which to admit boys. Many applied and 
paid the school fees . But when the day of the 
opening of his new school came the man 
changed his premises. He ran away. Such 
people must be checked and when caught sent 
to gaol straight away. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : 
May I first of all congratulate the Minister of 
Education. 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu: My name appears first 
on the Order Paper and I think I am entitled 
to speak before the hon. Member speaking 
now. 

The Chairman : You have not completely 
lost that chance. 

Shettima Ali Monguno : As I was s:Jying, 
may I first of all congratulate the Minister 
of Education and the entire staff of his Ministry 
for ~hat they have so far done in not only 
advancing the l'tandard of education in this 
country but also making a great deal of effort 
in placing Nigeria educationally on the ~orld 
map. Nigeria is destined to play an important 
role not only in Africa but also in this complex 
world because we have historic and fine 
cultural and educational traditions. 

In this connection I would like to draw the 
attention of the Minister of Education to one 
very important aspect of our educational 
system in this country, I refer to higher 
education. Rapid economic and social deve
lopment in this country will be impossible 
without a well-developed system of higher 
education. The Federal Government must 
first of all see to it that all capable young men 
and women in this country have higher educa
tion, however humble and poor they may be. 
Again we must seek out talent, encourage it 
and at the same time provide it with the 
opportunity to flourish. We must encourage 
research because research is fundamentally 
important as the results transform the social 
and educational aspects of our lives. 

When we think of teaching we must not 
forget that teaching and research go together, 
because it is only then that we will reap the 
benefits of research. It was only yesterday 
that I appealed to the Government to scrap 
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the research in agriculture if the results of such 
research will not be made known to the public. 
This morning I may seem to contradict that 
appeal, but I am appealing for the encourage
ment of research into our higher institutions 
of learning. 

I would like also to appeal to the Govern
ment to avoid educational expansion at the 
expense of quality. There is also need in 
certain higher educational institutions in this 
country for improvement in student and staff 
relationship. It is only when one provides a 
healthy and congenial atmosphere for learning 
that one can claim to have minimised the 
chances of student strikes. No right thinking 
man would like to see our students strike en 
masse. There must be something wrong 
either with the authorities of the institutions 
concerned or the administration which com
poses both the student body and the staff. 

We are very glad that the Government 
established what is known as the National 
University Council. This Council, I under
stand, is responsible not only for distributing 
grants to our higher institutions in this country 
but also, in conjunction with the authoritv of 
the institutions concerned, for looking into 
the development of higher education and the 
needs of such institutions at the national level. 

We have no doubt as to the integrity ~nd 
the eminence of the members of this Council, 
but at the same time I would like to sound a 
note of warning that this Council must take 
into account, the fact that certain institutions 
have their own plans based on long term 
policy, and I would, therefore, like the Council 
to take strictly into account the real needs of 
such institutions. 

I would like, also, to appeal to the Govern
ment not to hesitate, if necessary, to probe 
into the administration of any institution of 
higher learning in this country the moment 
there is evidence of maladministration in that 
particular institution. I know this will be 
objectionable to certain members of the public, 
it will be unpopular but in the face of necessity, 
such a step should be taken no matter how 
drastic this may be in the eyes of the public. 

There was recently the case of a student who 
died ·overseas. Serious alarm was raised in 
this country over the sad incident. When 

this Nigerian was alive and kicking abroad he 
did not cause any concern ; and from which
ever Region he came .he did not cause any 
trouble whatsoever. But the moment he 
unfortunately died he was disclaimed. This 
is sad. I am not saying that the Minister of 
Education should have stepped in and taken 
immediate and appropriate action, but I was 
merely suggesting that between the Minister 
of Education and the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs they should have acted so as to prevent 
the concern the matter caused to the public. 

The Chairman : Order. There should 
be a break. Sitting is suspended for five 
minutes. 

Sitting Suspended : 9.51 a.m. 

S itting resumed : 10.07 a.m. 

Shettima Ali Monguno : As I have said 
quite enough on higher education, I would like 
to appeal to the Minister of Education to see if 
we can find the possibility of awarding scholar
ships to people in other African territories 
because these people look to us for this sort of 
help, and leadership and magnanimity go hand 
in hand. 

Coming now to the question of technical 
education, I agree with the hon. Member for 
Oyo North West (Mr Taiwo) that technical 
education in this country has been neglected 
to the extent that we are now dependent on 
outside supply of technicians. The Ministry 
of Education should do all in its power to see to 
it that we recover from this very unfortunate 
situation of negligence. 

We are very grateful to the Government for 
setting up Inter-Regional Secondary Schools, 
but I would like to appeal to the Minister, if 
possible, to · try and introduce French as a 
subject, especially now that we come in contact 
from time to time with non-English speaking 
people both at home and abroad. We cannot 
afford to depend on English language alone. 

Finally, I wish to say that I agree again with 
my hon. Friend (Mr Taiwo) on the question of 
delay in releasing the School Certificate 
Examination results. The West African 
Examinations Council should see that this is 
remedied. It is unfortunate that students who 
have passed the G.C.E. advanced level or the 
Higher School Certificate examination have to 
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wait for almost one year before entering a 
university. This is what is happening now, 
and the West African Examinations Council 
should do all within its power to remedy the 
situation . 

I beg to support. 

Mr U. 0 . Ayeni (Afenmai North West) : 
I rise to support the estimate on this Head. 
I wish to start by joining the hon. Member for 
Onitsha North Central (Dr Okeke) in congratu
lating the Minister on the appointment of Chief 
Awokoya as the Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry. He is the right man for the job. 

I have some comments to make in respect of 
some sections of this Ministry. The first of 
them is the Scholarship division. So far, the 
section is doing its utmost to help those who 
are in need, and it is also encouraging those who 
have made the grade but who are unable to 
finance their course in the various schools of 
higher learning and universities. We are also 
very happy for the recent cut in the amount of 
money spent on each scholarship holder in 
this country. This will help to increase the 
number of recipients of scholarship. I think 
this is a very wise step. Each Federal Govern
ment student receives about £400 per annum 
as allowance. If a private student can manage 
with about £300, I do not see why a Govern
ment student should receive so much. I hope 
the cut will enable the Ministry to give us 
more awards. 

I come now to the question of undergraduates. 
Honestly, I do not know what the Ministry is 
doing about the undergraduates who are 
stranded either in this country or overseas, 
particularly those of them in the University of 
Ibadan who were unable to pay their fees for 
the last session. Nobody wants scholarship 
to be automatic, but I feel that if these students 
are given loan scholarship, it will help them 
get over their present difficulties, and it will be 
in the intesrest of the country as a whole. If 
these boys are sent out of their respective 
universities, they cannot return to their 
various places of work from where they 
resigned before they went into the universities, 
and this may result into their roaming about in 
the streets. I think the Government should 
think seriously about giving these students 
Joan scholarships. If possible, they should be 
attached to voluntary agency schools or 

institutions so that these institutions will be 
responsible for the refund of such loans which 
the students get while in training. 

The difficulty we have in our schools is that 
as soon as these students graduate, they do not 
want to teach in voluntary agency schools, 
and even when they are advised to come into 
these agency schools, in most cases they refuse. 
I think they have good reasons for their 
refusal to teach in these schools. I would like 
to appeal to the Minister to see what he can do 
to recruit Nigerian graduate teachers into all 
our secondary schools in the country. One 
of the reasons why these graduate teachers 
refuse to teach in these voluntary agency 
schools is because they are not given car 
advances-and that is not our fault. We 
have not got the money. 

If the Minister will consult with all other 
Ministers of Education in the country and 
agree on an arrangement whereby something 
like car grant loans are paid to each voluntary 
institution to be disbursed to graduate teachers 
when they join the staff, this will induce the gra
duates to accept to teach in any school. The 
Government may ask for this grant to be paid 
back quarterly so that there will be no difficulty 
placed in the way of the schools to pay back the 
loans. 

I feel that graduate teachers in voluntary 
agency schools should be given cars because 
their counterparts in Government schools are 
given cars. Unless we are able to give these 
teachers the cars which I think they rightly 
deserve, they will not stay in our schools ; 
they will be going about looking for other 
schools, with the result that most of the 
voluntary agency schools approved by the 
Government find it difficult to recruit Nigerian 
graduates into their schools. 

I quite agree that if we recruit expatriate 
graduates they will do very well. But after 
about 18 months or so, nearly all of them 
employed about the same time go on leave. 
There is a particular case in my area where 
about nine expatriate graduate teachers are 
going on leave this month. I do not know 
how that school is going to survive before 
those expatriates return. 

If we encourage our own boys, give them 
what I may describe as their legitimate rights, 
we shall be helping this country. These 
people do not ask us to give ~hem the cars 
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free of charge, they do not ask for basic allow
ances and things like that. All we want the 
Government to do is to grant these loans to the 
schools and let them disburse the loans to the 
teachers, and this could be deducted from 
their salary accordingly. This will help us 
to retain the services of our own graduates in 
our own schools. 

The other point that I want to make is the 
question of secondary school leavers. I think 
the Eastern Region has started well by having 
comprehensive secondary schools. I do not 
know what the Federal Government is thinking 
about it, but I feel the Minister of Education 
should give priority to the possibility of establi
shing a comprehensive school in Lagos. 
This has an advantage. When we have boys 
in this comprehensive school we shall be able 
to discover those of them who are good in 
arts, those who are good in medicine and so 
on, and as a result, by the time they leave 
school we will have been able to help them to 
choose a career for which they have aptitude. 

The reason why some boys find difficulties 
in their course is because they are always 
being dictated to by their parents on what 
course they should take. But if we establish 
this comprehensive school, by the time the 
boys finish their course, we will have been 
able to know in what field each of them will 
be very good. This will help us to remove 
frustration among our children. 

Another point that I want to touch upon is 
the professional division of the Ministry of 
Education. We have as many as eleven 
professional advisers in the Ministry at present. 
I am not quarrelling about this, but I would 
like to advise the Minister to consult with his 
counterparts in the Regions to find the possi
bility of revising the present syllabus for the 
School Certificate Examination, particularly in 
respect of history and geography. We find 
that there is no co-ordination in history at the 
moment. Some schools do the British ·Empire 
history of 1485 to the presept date, some do 
the European history and some do the African 
history. I feel there should be some sort of 
co-ordination so that one school will have an 
idea of what is being taught in the other 
school, and when the students pass their 
advanced G.C.E. examination and go into 
universities~· they will not have to start on a 
new field. They should be given the back
ground to help them in their university 

education . l understand that the University 
of Nigeria at Nsukka has a very good branch 
of Mrican History . I think, if the Minister 
of Education would consult the Head of that 
Department, he would give him an idea 
ahout co-ordinating the syllabus. 

One other aspect about this school certificate 
business is the part being played by the West 
African Examinations Council. I think the 
Council is doing a very useful work, particularly 
in the present arrangement to train Nigerians 
to be examiners in some subjects. There is one 
bad thing which is not yet remedied. There 
are no good textbooks for use in the schools. 
If one is going to examine people, one must be 
able to give out such books as will lead the 
people to what is required of them. There is a 
lot of padding through a series of textbooks 
in the schools before the children get up to 
the school certificate classes from where they 
are put in their proper places. Therefore, 
one of the things to do is to encourage the 
writing of textbooks or encourage textbook 
writers in this country by way of subvention or 
grant. 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North) : On a 
point of order, as the Minister of Education has 
said at one time, he is not ready to give any 
aid or subvention to Mrican or Nigerian 
authors. This is something to be really 
looked into. 

Mr Ayeni : What I was saying is that the 
Minister should think seriously of giving grant 
or subvention to African writers. What we 
find in the market is not very suitable. If one 
picks up some of these books (I do not say all) 
which are written by my fellow Mrican 
teachers one will find that they are more or 
less ballad books, they have questions and 
answers and some of the questions are drawn 
from either Wolsey Hall or Rapid Results 
College. As a result, they are not really 
teaching anything new. They are plagiarising: 
they only transplant into their own little 
pamphlets what they got from those tutorial 
colleges. The only thing to do is to encourage 
our own men to write books so that those 
books could be used in schools and our people 
would understand the contents better. 

For instance, books in arithmetic are not 
suited for African environment. There is a 
problem like- "A train leaves Waterloo for 
Paddington, if it leaves at so-so-and-so time, 
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.vhen does it arrive there?" We do not know 
where Paddington is and we do not know 
where Waterloo is. The children in England 
know the distance between Waterloo and 
Paddington, but in our own case it means 
nothing to us. 

An hon. Member : But that was what 
the hon. Member himself studied ! 

Mr Ayeni : That is why I do not like it. 
Our textbooks should be related to our environ
ment so that we may be able to put in the 
African or the Nigerian idea into our own 
syllabus and textbooks which we use in the 
schools. 

The other aspect is that, last year I remember 
that an hon. Member mentioned something 
about the place of the Federal Emergency 
Science School. I do not actually know how to 
locate it. Is it a Higher School Certificate 
class or is it a Sixth Form class, or is it a 
preparatory class to a university ? It seems to 
occupy a unique place and it seems to be a 
dead end place. What one would have 
thought is that with the establishment of a 
university in Lagos, the Federal Emergency 
Science School would have been a part of the 
University of Lagos. As a result, people can 
get into the University from that place and do 
degree courses instead of ending up with only 
the Higher School Certificate course which 
they could easily have done in the Lower and 
Upper SL"X Classes in other secondary schools. 
Also, we can scatter them all over the univer
sities in the country. I think the Minister 
should think seriously of doing something to 
improve the status of the Federal Emergency 
Science School or, on the alternative, to merge 
it directly with the University of Lagos. 

Another aspect of my speech is about the 
advanced teachers' training in Lagos. I 
understand <hat teachers from the Western 
Region were not granted admission into it 
last year. I have not seen any reason why. If 
the argument is that because we have such an 
institution in Ibadan, then why did we accept 
teachers from the Northern and the Eastern Re
gions and leave out the Western Region ? The 
idea is to train Grade One teachers in our 
teachers' training institutions for the various 
secondary schools in this country. The Fede
rai Government should open the door to us 
in the West so that our own teachers, too, can 
go there for their trainine-. 

As I said last year, the subjects which 
students should specialize in should not be 
as many as nine, as they do in the Higher 
Elementary, but about two or three subjects 
which they can easily teach when they leave 
the training. This will be of immense 
advantage to the system of education in this 
country. 

I beg to support. 
Mr M. C. K. Obi (Afenmai East): In 

contributing my quota to this Head, I would 
like to say with emphasis that praise is due 
to the Minister of Education for the efficient 
way in which he has discharged his duties. 
We are here to speak the truth and when 
the occasions arise for us to say the truth, 
we say it. The Minister deserves praise, 
and I must emphasise this fact. There are 
others who do not deserve any praise at all, 
and when we come to their Heads we shall 
tell them. 

I agree wholeheartedly with those hon. 
Members who have made suggestions and 
contributed to the debate on a Motion filed 
by my hon. Friend, the Member for Awka 
North (Mr Ogbalu) sometime last week, 
that the Government should do something to 
award loan scholarships to students who are 
stranded either in Nigeria or abroad. There 
is this argument that when students are given 
loan scholarships, they do not usually refund 
the money. I believe that the students will 
be willing to go into any written under
taking to assure the Government that such 
loans will be refunded. It is a measure that 
will help the country. 

To avoid further headache in this rega1d, I 
also agree with an hon. Member who suggested 
some time last week that there should be a 
common entrance examination for the award 
of scholarships to students who are ""illing 
to enter various universities. Students who 
are qualified for admission into universities 
should take a common entrance examination 
so that those ..,.,Lo are successful will be awarded 
scholarships, and the awards should be such 
as can go round · all those students who are 
eligible for admission. It does not help us 
enough if only a few students are beneficiaries 
of our scholarships because such students, 
as an hon. Member suggested sometime ago, 
live a very luxurious life, they live like princes 
in their various universities. It ""ill be better 
if everybody benefits, no matter ho"" small 
the amount is. 
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As was said by the hon. Member for Afenmai for them. This is a very serious allegation and 
North-West (Mr Ayeni) who has just ended from facts and figures available, it is quite 
his contribution, we would like the Advanced correct. If we do not want certificates in 
Teachers Training to be a course that would Nigeria to lose their real values, the Minister 
benefit people from all over the country. It should take appropriate steps to make sure 
was not to my knowledge that people from the that the way we do our examinations conform 
Western Region were not admitted. What I to the general method. 
had thought, as I said last year, was that those 
who had attended secondary grammar schools 
w~re the people who were admitted to this 
course. I feel it is teachers and not those who 
have attended secondary grammar schools 
who should be given preference while admitting 
students for the advanced training course. 
That is my point. 

It was suggested some time last week that 
there should be an arrangement whereby 
teachers should be tested centrally, and I am 
happy that the Minister of Education has given 
us an assurance that something is being done 
in this regard to ensure that there is a sort of 
central examining body for teachers. 

Take the question of primary education. 
We have something which shows that there is 
a unified method in our schools, that is that, 
children go to secondary schools in the various 
Regions and at the end of their course they all 
take the same school certificate examination 
throughout the Federation. As regards 
teachers, if there is one body to examine them, 
this body should be permanent and the people 
who comprise it should be paid by all the 
Governments of the Federation. It will go a 
long way in helping to unify this question of 
certificates because, at present, people in the 
East might have some disregard for those 
teachers who have got their Grade Two in the 
·west or in the North .. I feel that much 
emphasis should be laid on this point so that 
the Minister will realise that it is a matter that 
requires his urgent attention. 

There is one allegation, one rumour which is 
circulating all over the place, and I believe it is 
correct. It is that there is much impersonation 
in all public examinations in the country.. I 
want to start from the T eachers' Certificate 
Examination.. It is alleged, not only in the 
West but all over the country, that some people, 
when they are referred in some subjects, hire 
people who are intelligent to sit the examina
tion for them. The same thing obtains in the 
G .. C .. E.. examination to the extent that there are 
so many quack graduates. Graduates who 
have genuine certificates do the examinations 

I want to suggest that if a p~rson is putting in 
for the G.C.E. examination, or Teachers' 
examination or whatever public examination at 
all, their applications should be accompanied by 
a passport photograph of the candidate, and 
when people are being admitted into the exami
nation hall, they should be in attendance at the 
place of examination one hour earlier, to enable 
the invigilators to check through the passport 
photographs accompanying candidates' applica
tions, to make sure that they are the real people 
who put in for the examination. 

You may not believe this, but it is a fact that 
there are very crude ways of passing examina
tions now in Nigeria. I am appealing to the 
Minister to investigate and consult with the 
Regional Ministers of Education to make sure 
that this type of method does not continue for 
long. For example, the marks awarded for the 
G .. C.E. examination range from 9 to 1. You 
get somebody getting 1, which is the maximum 
in an advanced subject, and when he goes into 
the university he does not come even within 
third best.. This is evidence of the fraudulent 
method by which people pass examinations 
nowadays. It is a very serious allegation which 
I believe is correct, and I am appealing to the 
Minister to look into it and make the necessary 
correction. 

We appreciate the efforts of the Federal 
Minister of Education.. The schools in Lagos 
are up-to-date, equipment and everything up
to-date, but we feel that the Federal Capital is 
too small a Region for us to concentrate all our 
efforts. The Regional Governments spend 
quite a lot on education, and it will not be out ·of 
place if we call on the Federal Government to 
go to their aid by way of grants, because already 
we see that there are so many schools to be 
maintained by the Regional Governments and, 
having regard to the smallness of the Federal 
Territory of Lagos, we feel if the Federal 
Government can give some grants or subven
tions to the Regional Governments to he\p 
them in their educational pursuits, it will go a 
long way to help those of us from the Regions 
and the country at large. 
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The country is turning out school leavers at a 

very rapid rate. Let us not lose sight of the 
'act that it is also our own dutv to make sure 
~at we provide jobs for them. Something 

must be done to encourage people to continue 
sending their children to school, because after 
leaving secondary schools and they find no jobs 
to do, they may be disappointed or frustrated 
and others will not be willing to send their own 
children to school. Let the Federal Govern
ment as well as the Regional Governments try 
as far as possible to find jobs for those who leave 
our secondary schools. 

Already, .it is only the North that has taken, 
in my view, a very appropriate step towards 
progress in the field of education. I say this 
because I think they are a bit gradual. Not 
that the West and the East have not done some
thing substantial, but I think that we have been 
too rapid in our own way to the extent that at 
present we have thousands of teachers who are 
facing the sack. 

The Minister of Economic Development 
(Alhaji the hon. Waziri Ibrahim) : I would like 
to inform the bon. Member that the Northern 
Region is the most progressive in all respects 
and not only in the field of education. 

Mr Obi : I made that special reference to the 
North because of certain recent happenings 
in both the East and the West. If there is any 
aspect in which the North is backward, I will 
be bold enough to say that the North is very 
backward in that aspect. I am not afraid. 

I say this because many teachers in the East 
and in the West are now being threatened with 
termination as a result of the steps we have 
taken in this our own policy in education. 
I suggest that it will not be quite safe and it will 
not be proper. There are so many teachers 
who have taught for about ten, eleven and 
fifteen years who are going to suffer this thing. 
I would appeal to the Minister also to have 
consultations with his cotleages in the Regions 
to see what can be done, at least, to help these 
teachers who are facing this very deplorable 
situation in their own lives. 

Finally, I come to the question of unifying 
our own methods in this field of education. 
I agree that the Minister is already doing his 
best to ensure this. I want to say that there 
should b~ a un!forrp. scale of salary for teachers 

all over the Federation. At present it is. not so. 
We have a different scale for those in Lagos, a 
different one for those in the East and a 
different scale for those in the North. I feel 
that we, as people in one country, should have 
one scale of salary for all the teachers in the 
Federation. Something should be done about 
this, and I appeal to the Minister to see what 
he can do after consulting with his Regional 
colleagues. 

I support. 

Mr J. 0. Ede (Tdoma North): The total 
amount to be appropriated under this H ead for 
the current year is £1 ,992,590. I hope, 
undoubtedly, that with this large sum of money, 
the Government will be able to found several 
teachers' training colleges, technical institutions 
and secondary schools in each Region in order 
that they may serve as feeders to our young 
emergent Universities in the whole Federation. 

The Federal Government should open more 
Trade Centres in the Regions in its move 
calculated to assist the Regional Governments 
towards their educational development. His
tory had it that expatriates brought to us what 
we inherited known as education to-day. 

It is highly important that educational and 
technical co-operation should exist between 
all Regions of the Federation. We rPquire 
more knowledge and it is only through the 
co-operation of other advanced Regions that 
we can gain the knowledge. With educational 
and technical co-operation, all parts of the 
Federation will rightly feel that they are 
brothers from the same father with equal 
opportunity to face the ordeal of life. In 
order to ensure perfect unity through educa
tional and technical co-operation within the 
Federation, may I suggest to the Government 
that all our advisers on teacher training colleges, 
secondary education and technical colleges 
should be non-expatriates. I do not say that 
Government should Nigerianise all educational 
institutions ; what I really mean is that we 
should remove all the psychological and 
colonial mentality in our education. 

I would suggest to the Government also 
that the examination fees paid by referred 
Grade II teachers before retaking the subjects 
in which they were referred should be waived . 
This should be done because it is a continuation 
of the course fo r which they had already paid, 
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As regards adult education, I would finally 
suggest that the Federal Government should 
loan money to the Regional Governments for 
this purpose. Adult education is of vital 
importance to every nation and the Govern
ment should not lose sight of the fact that 
adult education is the concrete foundation for 
all primary, secondary and technical schools 
in the Federation. 

With these few remarks, I support Head 36. 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku): My rising to reply to some of the 
points raised by my hon. Friends does not 
mean that I am stopping other Members from 
making further suggestions. I think it is 
wise that as many Members who have contri
buted to this Head have said the same thing, 
although in different ways, I should at this 
juncture say a few words on the points they 
have raised. 

I have in return to thank hon. Members for 
the very good things they have said about my 
Ministry. I think this is the result of having 
in my Ministry educationists who are interested 
in what they are doing and also the very fact 
that we are relentlessly pursuing the policy of 
Nigerianisation in my Ministry. This is a 
true reflection of the very good work they are 
doing and the unrelenting interest they have 
in the affairs of the Ministry. 

I thank the hon. Dr Okeke for saying good 
things about the Peace Corps. The work the 
Peace Corps have done in this country is 
praiseworthy. This good job is also being 
supplemented immensely by the British sum
mer vacation teachers who have always come 
during the long vacation to help us in our 
educational development. 

The points made by Members are identical 
and I think if I am able to go through the same 
points made by one Member I shall have 
covered the points made by other Members 
on the same subject. Hon. Dr Okeke men
tioned what he called 'disturbing factors'. He 
said that many boys and girls abroad were not 
encouraged at the completion of their courses 
to come home and teach. I know that many 
of them who would like to come back for the 
building of this country have always returned 
at the completion of their courses. At one 
t ime I had the occasion to meet students in 

New York and what they told me was that 
the salary paid in Nigeria was scanty and for 
that reason they were not prepared to come 
home. In return I told them that New York 
was built by the concerted efforts of people 
like themselves in their hard days and that if 
they felt they would remain there for ever 
I could assure them that Nigeria did not know 
that they were there. I also said that those 
who were prepared to help us would be 
welcome. 

Coming to the question of the General 
Certificate of Education which hon. Dr Okeke 
said should be scrapped because in Britain · 
they no longer take into consideration the 
G.C.E. Advanced Level-

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
On a point of explanation, I did not say it 
should be scrapped. I said it should not be 
used as the university entrance requirement. 
It should be used as a terminal course so that 
those who have it can gain 'employment at 
the appropriate scale. If a student passes 
his School Certificate examination in Grade II 
he should be qualified to enter a university. 
If he is accepted on his performance at the 
School Cet tificate level then he should be 
admitted. But he should not be required to 
spend four or five years trying to get the inter
mediate or the G.C.E. Advanced Level before 
he is absorbed. It does not make sense to me. 

Mr U. 0. Ayeni (Afenmai North West) : 
On a point of information, I think Grade II 
Certificate will lower the standard of university 
education in this country. What we are after 
is that the standard should be raised. 

The Minister of Education : As the 
hon. Member for Afenmai North West (Mr 
Ayeni) has rightly said, it will not help us in 
our standard of education because in Britain 
and other countries the G.C.E. (Advanced 
Level) or Higher School Certificate is the 
requisite qualification for admission into uni
versities. In Scotland which is part of Britain 
they do not even take cognisance of G.C.E. or 
H.S.C. They lay much emphasis on the 
Scotish entrance examination which I think is 
higher than G.C.E. or H.S.C. to admit 
students into their universities. I do not thin~ 
that Members would like our standard to be 
lowered to the e>..'i:ent that when these boy 
enter the university, they will not make any 
progress, 
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The hon. Member for Bende East (Dr Ezera) 
during this Session told the House about the 
very good performance of Nigerians in the 
United States in the field of education. This 
is because of the very strict way in which we 
select our students. There is one testimony 
by educationists in any high institution you find 
Nigerians. They always say that Nigerians 
are not only gentlemen but they are great 
scholars. I think that is a very good report 
to be made on our boys and girls abroad. If 
we are to have able professors as the hon. 
Member for Onitsha North Central (Dr Okeke) 
has mentioned, I tl1ink our future professors 
should have sound educational background 
and this sound educational background does 
not stop in primary education it goes from 
primary to secondary and then to the 
university level. 

The hon. Dr Okeke alc;o mentioned the delay 
in the release of West African School Certifi
cate results. This matter came up a few 
weeks · ago at the conference of the · West 
African Examinations Council held in Bathurst. 
It waa then discovered that two examiners did 
not submit their markings and consequently 
the question of failing or passing or assembling 
results was delayed. The West African 
Examinations Council felt greatly concerned 
and have promised that a stop will be put to 
this and that in future the results will be 
released earlier than they were this year. 

With regard to technical education which 
hon. Members have said should be taken over 
by the Federal Government, I would like to 
refer Members to Educational Development 
1961-70 Sessional Paper No. 3 of 1961, 
paragraph 41. There Members will see that 
Federal grants will be given to the Regions for 
the expansion of technical institutes and for the 
recruitment of suitably qualified teachers to 
promote scientific and technical education as a 
basis for economic and general development. 
The Federal Government has accepted to do 
this, but this will be done in negotiation with 
the Regional Governments concerned. They 
have to say in what field they will need Federal 
assistance, either by way of recruitment of 
teachers or by way of grant. 

The hon. Member also mentioned bogus 
schools. I know of no bogus school flourish
ing here. If that comes to the notice of my 
Ministry I will qo !1!1 I can to stop it, Schools 

designated as bogus that have come to our 
knowledge have always been closed down. 
I would like Members to help in speaking to 
parents. Although our boys and girls have 
the thirst for education they should be very 
careful in the way they run to those schools. 
It is not the duty of the Ministry alone. 
A fairly good number of Members in this House 
are teachers, some at one time have been 
tf'achers too and l think they will be helping 
the Ministry by thinking twice before they 
allow themselves to be duped. My hon. 
Friend, the Member for Oyo North West 
(Mr Taiwo) has mentioned here that he was a 
victim to this type of business. I know Mr 
Taiwo is an honest man and it is always easier 
to dupe an honest man than a person of 
questionable character, because an honest man 
will think that whatever is said to him is true 
and will not take it with a grain of salt. 

The question of training in Nigeria was also 
raised. We are doing all we can to see that 
those courses which are available in our 
institutions of higher education are done in 
Nigeria and only those ones which we have not 
got in our institutions should be done overseas. 

About the award of scholarships to rural areas 
we have always sent out advertisements 
inviting applications for scholarships early 
enough, and candidates are given sufficient 
time to apply. I would like to say that if a 
candidate from an hon. Member's area applied 
for Federal scholarship and fails to secure it, he 
should know that though he was basically 
qualified, he might not be as qualified as those 
who received the award. For example, if in 
one field of study we '~ ant to award about 
twenty scholarships we may get a hundred or a 
thousand applications. You can now realise 
the difficul ty which would face the Scholarship 
Board in perusing the applications of over a 
hundred candidates. Certainly, scholarship 
would be highly competitive and I do not in any 
way think that the members of the Scholarship 
Board will do anything to show any form of 
favouritism because they are, to the best 
of my knowledge, men whose names inspire 
confidence- great educationists who would 
like the very best material to be awarded 
scholarship. 

Coming to the question of impersonation 
I would say that my Ministry has done a great 
deal to combat this. If a candidate is applying 
for scholarship we always want him to send 
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along with his application, a passport copy of his 
photograph, so that when he comes his applica
tion will be laid down and his picture will be 
seen. This is to make sure that the person is 
the very one who applied. Similarly in the 
entrance examination for Secondary Schools set 
by the West African Examinations Council the 
Principals of such colleges have always de
manded the pictures of would-be students. 
Therefore it is not easy for one to impersonate. 

I now come to the question of Italian 
scholarships. We have on very many occasions 
tried to go into the question of foreign scholar
ships, but when we do this Members say that 
we do not want our boys and girls to accept 
foreign scholarships. There is a case in which 
one student was prorniseQ. foreign scholarship 
and the Governnient was asked to pay the 
transport of that student. The student accep
ted the scholarship and when he got there he 
discovered that it was not a full scholarship. 
There are many cases of this nature coming to 
the Ministry and we have always done our best 
to augment the little money they pay on behalf 
of the boys. Especially in Italy, we have a 
case of forty or more students, and we had to 
make bulk grants of about fifty pounds each and 
we have continued to help them. In this case, 
I will ask those who apply for foreign scholar
ship~ to take my Ministry into confidence. 
We have always wanted them to pass through 
us so that we can make sure that when they get 
there, they will not be stranded for it is not easy 
after we have spent money for Federal Scholar
ship awards to get another money from else
where to pay for those stranded students who 
were lured to scholarship awards by foreign 
countries. 

About grants to our institutions of higher 
education, I made it clear in one of the Questions 
asked during this session that the National 
University Council has as an interim award 
received the sum of £450,000 as grants to our 
Universities. I think this money will be 
fairly distributed. 

The introduction of French in our Secondary 
Schools and Advanced Teacher Training 
Colleges is going on now, and it is not true 
to say that the Advanced Teacher Training 
College in Lagos refuses to take students from 
the Regions. What happens is that the 
Federal scholars are sponsored by the Federal 
Government and the Regional students are 
sponsored by their Governments. 

An hon. Member :- What about voluntary 
agencies ? 

The Minister of Education: Voluntary 
agencies can sponsor them if they wish. The 
door is open to those people who wish to come. 
We have in each Region Teacher Training 
College. These colleges are being · established 
in all the Regions through the help of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation, and if any student 
wants to come to Lagos, provided there is a 
vacancy, he is welcome. 

Concerning the recruitment of graduates, 
we have accepted to do this because in this 
very Paper which has received the blessing 
of this House, the Federal Government said 
that apart from training by means of scholar
ships tenable in overseas institutions, training 
colleges in Nigeria will be extended and new 
ones opened and by 1970 it is expected that 
half the staff of secondary schools, teacher 
training colleges, technical colleges and other 
institutions will be graduates and half will be 
teachers with diploma in education. So we 
are doing our best to encourage graduates to 
teach in our secon~dary schools and in our 
technical institutes. 

Mention was made of 11 professional 
advisers. This figure is even meagre because 
there is a great demand from the Regions for 
our professional advisers here in the Federal 
Territory to go and help them and advise 
them in their educatiopal development to the 
e:x;tent that at times we do not have even one 
adviser in the Ministry to advise us. I have 
also noted the point made by the hon. Member 
for Afenmai (Mr M. C. K . Obi) that the 
syllabuses for History and Geography, should 
be revised so as to show the geography of• 
Nigeria and give the history of our eminent 
men and women. 

About the question of text-books, an answer 
has been given that all our Nigerian authors 
are not original authors. They get hold of a 
text-book and ask what might be the examiner's 
favourite and then give an answer to that 
question ; or they copy old questions from 
Wolsey Hall or from Rapid Results College 
or from Bennett College and give answers to 
those questions: In other words they have 
not produced any original work of their own ; 
they very strictly follow other books, .questions 
and answers. 
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Coming to Arithmetic, it might not be easy to 
revise Arithmetic to the extent that one only 
does Arithmetic pertaining to what obtains in 
Nigeria. It might be well to do that but when 
we come to Mathematics we must remember 
that our boys and girls after their graduation 
and if they want to be professors might not 
teach only in Nigeria because all Universities in 
the world belong to one family. We would not 
like to hear that a Nigerian mathematician 
teaching in the United States is unable to solve 
any problem because what he learnt was revised 
in the way we like it in Nigeria. Certain 
subjects are universal in their use so that we 
shall have to base our syllabus on what obtains 
in other outstanding Universities in the world in 
order that our graduates may not be regarded as 
inferior in any field of study. 

About common entrance into universities, I 
should say that that is at present the case. We 
award 10 State scholarships to each University 
every year. These awards are made to students 
on the strength of their performance in the 
examination. Apart from this we have 500 
scholarships for higher education and these are 
competed for by applicants all over the country. 
As I have already said these awards are only 
made to the best materials, that is, to those who 
merit the awards. 

Before I conclude, I have to mention the 
question of jobs. I think this is within the 
competence of my hon. Colleague, the Minister 
of Labour. My business is to get these people 
trained and then I hand them over to him for 
employment. 

An hon. Member : Are they employable ? 

The Minister of Education : They are 
employable. Thank you. 

Mr E. 0. lfezue (Orlu North) : I think it is 
clear that every hon. Member of this House not 
only likes but also loves the Minister of Educa
tion for the work he has been doing. And that 
is why nobody would grudge him even if he 
built the University of Lagos in his constituency. 
But I would like to pick just one quarrel with 
him. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central): 
On a point of information, the Minister did not 
establish the University of Lagos anywhere 
other than in Lagos. 

Mr Ifezue : I just want to pick one quarrel 
with him and this is about the award of scholar
ships. I think it was in 1961 or 1960 that the 
Federal Government decided to award about 
500 scholarships a year. It will not be surprising 
to the Minister of Education to find that there 
are some Federal constituencies that have not 
got an award since then and I now suggest to 
the Minister of Education to seize the 500 
scholarships : there are 320 Federal constituen
cies, why not give each constituency one award 
and then give the rest on merit or on the basis 
of national need ? That will be a very good 
thing. If he does that, every Member repre
senting a constituency in this House will go 
back to his constituency and tell them, "look, 
for several years I will continue to have at least 
one federal scholarship every year". 

Some Members raised the question of 
qualification. I think it is difficult to go to 
any Federal constituency and fail to find 
students who qualify for award. That brings 
me to the question of university entrance 
requirements. I think the requirements are 
too high in this country. Some students fail 
to get admission into the University of Ibadan 
or the Ahmadu Bello University or the Univer
sity of Nigeria, Nsukka, or the University of 
Ife, but get admission overseas. Why is it 
so ? The only reason is that we have put 
our own requirements too high. I think the 
Minister would take this suggestion very 
seriously. Each Member here wants-

The Minister of Education : The fact 
that some of these boys who apply for scholar
ship and fail to get any are being admitted in 
overseas institutions does not mean that really 
they are qualified to benefit from scholarship 
award. All the 5,000 or more who apply 
every year have got the basic qualification for 
entry into the University but what we are 
doing is to select the very best for the award. 
So if a man who has the basic qualification for 
entering into a University is admitted and he is 
going on his own, he can easily get in, and 
there are many of them who have not got 
scholarships and who enter our Nigerian 
universities. It is not a question of the 
standard being too high here and they get 
admission overseas. We have told hon. Mem
bers here time and again that Federal scholar
ship is not based on constituencies or regions. 
Regional Governments are there to take care 
of people from the Regions-(Interruption). 
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The Chairman: Order. 

The Minister of Education : I think it 
will be Members' duty when they get back to 
ask their people to study hard, to apply them
selves assiduously to their studies in order to 
get the awards. 

Mr Ifezue : The explanation of the Minis
ter of Education notwithstanding, I think 
my most humble suggestion is that these 
awards should be based on constituency. It 
is true that in the Regions they are done on 
divisional basis. Why should we not do our 
own on constituency basis ? Is there anything 
wrong with it ? There is absolutely nothing 
wrong with it. So, I strongly suggest that 
it should be so. That makes for even develop
ment because you cannot find one constituency 
having so many graduates while another 
constituency, perhaps adjacent, has only people 
with Ordinary Level education. It does not 
make for even development. That is the very 
essential thing in it. 

Another thing is that the number of yearly 
awards can even be increased. So much has 
gone to individual awards. I do not know 
what is the annual amount given to a scholar
ship recipient. Some of these students who 
study in the universities are too rich and 
blow money about. I think it will be a very 
good thing if the amount given to the individual 
recipient is slashed and the saving therefrom 
used to increase the awards. That is my 
point. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr S. 0. Kolade (Oyo South) : I have to 
start from where the last speaker finished. 

With reference to the award of scholarship, 
I think the time has come when we shall have to 
place on the Table of this House a substantive 
Motion in order to have the policy changed, 
because some constituencies have not been 
benefited at all. If it is the policy of the 
Federal Government to make it competitive, 
I think we better change the policy. If Parlia
ment is supreme, I think we shall be able to 
have that policy changed. 

I have to congratulate the Minister of 
Education on the wonderful improvement of. 
educational system in the Federal Territory of 
Lagos and on the establishment of all these 

advanced Teacher Training Colleges, Inter
Regional Colleges, the improvement of the 
Technical College, Yaba, and the fine primary 
school buildings in Lagos. It will be very 
good, as so many Members have suggested 
here to-day, if all the other Ministers of 
Education in the Regions together with the 
Minister of Education in the Federal Territory 
of Lagos can come together and consider and 
formulate principles by which they can 
improve the schools in the Regions. The 
schools in the Regions are poorly built, thereby 
putting the lives of the school children in 
danger. What actually made Lagos to be 
aware of these good buildings is because of the 
St. Peter's incident some five years ago which 
claimed the lives of some children when the 
wall collapsed. Now, we should not allow 
the children in the Regions to die like that, so 
that if the Regions have more money to improve 
the standard of primary school buildings, 
I think it will be very good. That is a point 
to note. 

With reference to teachers, I think there 
should be a new policy throughout the Federa
tion. 

With reference to certificates and perhaps 
promotion, so many teachers now just prefer 
to read further ; they even take their tuition 
notes to their classes. The standard of 
education is falling in the Regions as well as in 
the Federal Territory of Lagos. If teachers 
realise that if they work faithfully they could 
be promoted on merit, irrespective of their 
paper qualifications, they will put in their best 
to whatever they do in our schools. By so 
doing, better standards will be achieved in 
some of our schools. In Government institu
tions we have promotions. For example, a 
Grade Two Teacher in a Government school 
may rise to be a Grade One Teacher, and on 
and on, and may even receive money which a 
graduate will receive in the extended scale 
awards. But when he knows that he will not 
be paid, he will not put all his efforts in his 
work and he will not think of new apparatus to 
be used and new things to be done in order to 
help his children. But when our policy in 
Nigeria is based on certificates, the teacher will 
take his tuition papers to the school, and what 
ever he puts on the blackboard will not worry 
him . He might not mark the papers of the 
children effectively because he knows he will 
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(MR KOLADE) 
not be paid for it. I think there should be a 
new system whereby teachers would be 
encouraged. Those who have no opportunity 
of attending universities, as long as they do 
well in their work, should receive promotiops, 
even as teachers in Government schools do 
receive promotions. 

I just want to make some suggestions with 
reference to King's College, Lagos. It is a 
college which has actually produced so many 
important personalities in Nigeria, and we 
thank the authorities for the wonderful work 
there. 

My hon. Friend, the Member for Oyo 
North West (Mr Taiwo) has suggested that 
the intake there is one-sided in that childre·rt 
in the Federal Territory of Lagos are considered 
more than others. When we think of this 
tiny island of Lagos and consider the whole 
of Western Region or the whole of Eastern 
Region or the big Northern Region, I do not 
know how we can take more children from 
Lagos every year since the College belongs 
to all of us in the Federation. My suggestion 
is that it should be co-educational. The 
idea of boys alone should be changed now. 

Several hon. Members : No, no. 

Mr Kolade : Hon. Members are just saying 
no, no, without any reason. I have my own 
reason and I am coming to prove myself. 
The m·odern system of education which is 
approved and which most of the educationalists 
are craving for now is co-education. The 
King's College has been for boys all these 
years. I am not talking about Lagos only. 
I am speaking in general terms. Why do we 
separate them when we know that they will 
come together again ? Why do we separate 
boys from girls when at least we know that 
they have to marry and come together ? 
For example, what is spoiling so many marriages 
nowadays is because boys and girls have not 
been trained together-(Laughter). If boys 
and girls have been trained together, the boys 
will know the habit of the girls and the girls will 
know the habit of the boys. For example, most 
of the Regional Governments are now thinking 
of having most of the Teacher Training 
Colleges-( Interruptions). 

Now, with reference to the Domestic 
Science Centre at Yaba, I think there has been 
great improvement there. But I think the 

emphasis should be on our meals and not 
on the European diets. Some of the lecturers 
at the Domestic Science Centre give lectures 
on European diets. This will not be useful 
to the students when they leave the institution 
because they will never prepare European 
diets for their husbands. The place should 
be reorganised. Let the girls learn how to 
prepare the food of their own environments 
and let them know the techniques of their own 
diets. Let them know how they will improve 
the vitamin content of the African diets. We 
have got a lot of vegetations and plenty of 
vegetables in Africa. Let them know the way 
to cook our own meals so that when they leave 
the institution, they will be useful to their 
families. Our education should take care of 
our own environments and the African back
ground. 

With reference to scholarship awards, I 
think it should be intensified and thd more 
awards we can have the better-m~y be on 
merit or by constituency arrangement. We 
need to increase the award because so many 
Nigerians are now reading fast ; they are 
eager to learn, but they are very weak, financially, 
and the more we can help them the better. • 
The Government has tried, but I am still 
imploring the Government to think of more 
scholarship awards, especially for the back
ward areas. 

An award which I know is not very common 
and which I think the Government should 
intensify is the award to teachers who will 
teach handicapped children. I think we have 
not been speaking on that in Nigeria. We 
want teachers specially trained to help these 
handicapped children. Usually, I watch 
scholarship awards when they are releai>ed in 
the East, in the West and in the Federal 
Territory of Lagos. The Government only 
awards scholarships in science, arts, and so on. 
These are good, but we need more scholarship 
awards for specially trained teachers who would 
teach these physically deformed children. 
After all, we are not only to care for the able
bodied. We are to care for those who are 
disabled. For example, some of the children 
at the Orthopaedic hospital at Igbobi are 
handicapped as a result of, perhaps, accidents. 
The Government should not be one-sided. 
Something should also be done for the citizens 
who are disabled, 
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For example, in more advanced countries 
like America, Japan, Australia and even the 
United Kingdom, there are institutions of 
higher learning where teachers are specially 
trained to handle such handicapped children, 
and if we are to embark on such a system now, 
it will definitely be an improvement on what 
we have been doing for many years past. 

I think also that there should be stricter 
measures taken against some officials who leak 
out examination questions. I thought the hon. 
Gentleman, the Member for Onitsha North 
Central (Dr Okeke) was going to mention 
that point in his speech, but he did not. In 
addition to what he has said, I would like to 
add that apart from the fact that certain people 
go to the examination rooms to sit for others, 
we still have people who indulge in leaking 
out examination papers. This thing has 
happened in the Eastern and Western Regions 
and it makes nonsense of our standard of 
examination. Whenever we get officials of 
the Ministry of Education indulging in this 
practice of leaking out examination papers, 
such officials should be taken to court and 
jailed for some years. 

An hon. Member : They should be jailed 
for twenty-five years. 

Mr Kolade : I think that is too much, 
but I will recommend that at least they should 
be severely disciplined, and if the hon. the 
Attorney-General could bring to the Floor of 
this House, at its next sitting, a Bill with 
reference to this, I am sure every hon. Member 
will give it his support. 

I think that on Tuesday next there may be a 
debate in this House on the question of making 
education a federal matter ; I also think that 
Members will support it. If we give it our 
support, this idea of Teachers Grade II 
examination which is not of common standard 
in the whole of the Federation-

An hon. Member : It is common. 

Mr Kolade : It is not common. Teachers 
do not take the same examination papers. I 
am connected with this and I know what is 
happening. There should be a uniform 
standard. In our own time-when we took 
our own examination-it was a federal matter 
and some of us can boast that we can work 

to-day anywhere in the Federation. But what 
we are breeding nowadays is a class of school 
leavers who will only love their own region. 
This kind of examination, if we are not very 
careful, can easily cause disunity in Nigeria, 
because when it becomes impossible for a 
certificated Grade III teacher to secure employ
ment in any other Regions than his, then there 
is likely to be disunity. I believe that if all 
our Ministries of Education in Nigeria can 
come together and find some possible solution 
whereby we may be more united in our 
educational standards, generations yet unborn 
will be grateful. Mter all, the essence of 
education is to develop to the full the poten
tiality of every child at school in order to make 
him an asset to the community of which he is a 
member. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr D. 0 . Enefola (Igala South) : I rise to 
support this Head and to associate myself with 
the kind sentiments-

Mr D. K. Aihonsu (Egbado South) : On a 
point of order, I beg to point out that we, 
on this side, are a coalition of Opposition, and 
whenever a Member speaks from one side, 
I think the other side should also be given the 
opportunity to speak. 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East): We refuse 
to form any coalition with the Action Group. 
(Interruptions). 

Mr C. K. Obi (Menmai) : On a point of 
order-

The Chairman: Order. I want hon . 
Members to know that I strongly deprecate 
these unwarranted points of order. 

Mr Enefola : As I was saying, I think the 
Minister of Education is an able and willing 
Minister. He is progressive and we all laud 
his plans. However, I have some few observa
tions to make. In doing so, I will, first of all, 
start with the position of our education in this 
country to-day. 

If we view the educational pyramid in this 
country very objectively, we will find that the 
attitude of our Government is to plan to make 
the peak very attractive and to allow the base to 
crumble. I have said this because so many 
things are happening to-day, and the attention 
of our Ministries of Education should be 
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invited to them. They all seem to direct their 
attention to the top ~f the pyramid without 
giving due regard to the base. In short, they 
are allowing the base to rot. By base I mean 
elementary and primary education. Teachers 
pay very little attention to the primary section 
of our educational planning. If we face the top 
only and neglect the base, I think something 
will happen and eventually the whole pyramid 
will collapse. 

There is a plan now by which teachers who 
will teach in secondary schools are mostly being 
trained in the higher institutions. This, it is 
true, will enable them to teach various subjects. 
Unfortunately, teachers who teach in primary 
schools are neglected. As a result, these 
teachers become dissatisfied and their sorry 
plight has resulted in the lowering of the 
standard of education in this country. If 
the teachers are not satisfied and are not well 
cared for, they will continue to labour very 
hard to pass their examinations, instead of 
concentrating on their pupils and their class
room work. There are teachers who have been 
teaching for about ten or twenty years and who 
are still Grade II Teachers, while their con
temporaries in school, who are now in the civil 
service, are now senior service officers earning 
upwards of £2,000. The plight of these 
teachers in the primary schools should be 
looked into and the Government should 
endeavour to plan in such a way as to improve 
their status. All these Grade II and Grade III 
Teachers' examinations should be abolished. 

As the hon. Member for Owerri East 
(Chief Abii) said sometime ago, the Northern 
Region is corning up gradually to overtake the 
other Regions in matters of education. They 
are effecting so many changes in their educa
tional plan. There is a five-year course now in 
the Northern Region with a view to eliminating 
t.hese grades of teachers. They are planning to 
have their primary schools manned in future 
by one grade of teachers. I think, so long as we 
continue to allow teachers to climb the ladder 
by self-effort, that is, making it compulsory for 
them to pass examinations before they can 
make progress, so long will the standard of our 
primary education continue to be lowered in 
this country. 

I would like to praise the Federal Minister of 
Education for his free universal primary 

education. It is very progressive and smooth
sailing. There has been no trouble in Lagos 
like the ones we had in the East and the West. 
The Federal Government is doing very well in 
this field. But there is one thing I would like 
the Minister to do . I think the time has now 
come in Lagos when we should have a com
pulsory free primary education. It is actually 
pathetic to see young boys and girls roaming 
and hawking about the streets. If these 
children are asked any question, they cannot 
answer. We should have compulsory free 
primary education. 

The tendency to-day is to mechanise every
thing, and I think it will be a very good thing 
for everybody to be educated. If the Federal 
territory wants to go the industrial way and 
become an industrial area, it is also good that a 
compulsory free primary education should be 
introduced, so that the children who will be 
turned out from schools in five to ten years' 
time will be able to man our industries. This 
they can do only if they are able to read and 
write. 

I would like to say something that perhaps 
our Minister of Education and the Federal 
Government have not taken notice of. That 
is this idea of having summer vacation. I 
think this summer long holiday was something 
started by our colonial masters in years gone 
by when we had not achieved our independence. 
I feel that in this tropical climate students will 
study better during the rainy season than in 
the dry season. I feel that should we have 
more Nigerians taking over responsibility for 
education and less expatriate officers who 
would like to go during the long summer 
vacation so that they may be able to enjoy the 
long summer holidays in their home. I think 
we should now change so that the long vacation 
is given during the dry season. We have no 
summer in this country, so there is no need 
having summer vacation in this country. Our 
schools should close, say, by the end of Novem
ber and then open again in March ending. It 
will be very good because some of the examina
tions to these schools and universities are held 
in September and in January. I feel that it 
is time we changed this summer vacation to the 
dry season because the dry season is very hot 
and students find it difficult to learn. 

I would also like to say something about 
King's College and Queen's College. Many 
hon. Members have said something about the 
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schools. May I ask whether King's and compulsory education. Not only that, at 
Queen's Colleges are public schools in the present, the school children population in 
sense of Eton College in Britain ? Are they Lagos is so high that we are beginning to 
public schools with a tradition that must experience difficulty in providing school build
always be kept? They are conservative to ings. We had 15,000 pupils for class one in 
changes or they are state public schools. I January this year. 
think that King's College and Queen's College Mr E ~ 1 I 'll t d b d 'f 
are state-owned schools. It is the Government . ~eio a : sti. s an Y my. wor s 1 

that supports the schools. If King's College the Mmtster of EducatiOn-( lnterruptzons). 
is a state-owned school, why is it that so much Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East): On a 
fees. ar~ charged in this College? When point of order, the Minister said that primary 
apphcatton fo:ms are filled the school autho- education in Lagos is compulsory because they 
nt~es woul.d hke ~o know the parents of the provide books and so forth . That does not 
chtld who IS applymg, what he does and so on. make it to be compulsory. In order to be 
If a child comes from a poor home we all compulsory the children must-(Interruptions). 
know that the parents will not be able to 
afford the fees and the students will be elimina
ted from the entrance examination. 

Mr A. 0 . Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : On a point 
of order, King's College is the cheapest secon
dary school in Lagos. The fee is £10 per 
term : I go there always. 

Mr Enefola : I challenge the hon. Member 
for Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya) to produce the 
prospectus. It is up to £40-(Interruptions). 

The Minister of Education : I would like 
to disabuse the minds of hon. Members. The 
hon. Member for !gala South (Mr Enefola) is 
misleading the House. If hon. Members get 
hold of the prospectus of either King's College 
or Queen's College, it will be seen that 
these two schools charge the lowest fees in 
Nigeria. The essence of wishing to know 
who the parents are is in order to determine 
those who will be able to pay the fees. It is the 
general practice in secondary schools that they 
should know the parents in case the school 
authorities want to write the students' parents. 
Either the students fail to pay their school 
fees in time or there is something like mis
behaviour. In the absence of parents, they 
always like to have the names of those who 
have these students as their wards. That is 
what actually happens. 

The other point mentioned by the hon. 
Member which I would like hon. Members to 
know about is on making free primary education 
in Lagos compulsory. We are going towards 
that, in that, in compulsory education we must 
provide for the sick, the blind, the maimed and 
so on. We are doing this. We have a school 
for the blind and we have a school for the 
dumb. In other words, we are pursuing 

The Chairman : Quite a number of hon. 
Members have recently been adopting the 
habit of being unruly. I have discounte
nanced them thinking that, being hon. Gentle
men, they would at least sometime behave. 
I shall not allow this in future. 

Mr Enefola : As I was saying, it is only the 
tuition fee in King's College that is £10, but 
there is the boarding fee, money for books and 
other charges. That is what I have seen in the 
prospectus, and I will show the prospectus to 
the Minister of Education. 

The last point I would like to make here is 
about community development in this country. 
What I mean is that when we find some of our 
chaps in the universities looking for vacation 
jobs- and there are so many of them now
it will be very good if we in this country begin 
to inculcate in them the idea of going in for a 
course in community development. There 
are many people in the rural areas who need 
the help of the people who know. There are 
many areas in this country that need help, 
and if the Government can budget a special 
amount to help these university chaps go to 
the under-developed areas within our own 
country, it will be very good. 

It is quite true that we get loans from 
overseas for the development of this country, 
but between ourselves we should be able to 
make the effort to tell our undergraduates to go 
into the rural areas and try to help our people. 
There are some places where the people are 
conservative to changes. The Minister of 
Economic Development was saying the other 
day that once some people are used to a habit 
it is difficult to change them from it. Com
munity development is an art, it is something 
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that people study. · When these students are 
given these courses of instruction in com
munity development, they can then go to the 
rural areas and help with the development of 
roads, building new markets, and so on. We 
have seen areas along the River Niger that are 
not accessible by road except by water, and 
we have some under-developed areas in the 
plateau province to be developed. I think the 
Ministry of Education should try and work in 
conjunction with the universities, so that some 
of these university students, during their long 
vacation, can help develop these under
developed areas. 

Finally, I would like to say something about 
the siting of Inter-Regional Secondary Schools 
and Teacher Training Colleges. It is already 
in the Plan that about two or three ·will be 
established this or next year. What I would 
like to say is this. In establishing these 
Inter-Regional Secondary Schools the Govern
ment should consider first the provinces on the 
Regional borders for example, Kabba Pro
vince. This is the only province in this country 
that has common borders with all the Regions. 
The Inter-Regional Secondary Schools should 
be established in places like Lokoja, Idah and 
so on. 

If one is established at Idah people 
from Nsukka in the Eastern Region as well 
as people in the North can attend. it. If one 
is established on the other side, say Kabba 
or Lokoja, people from the West can attend it. 
It will not be good to .;ite them very far away 
from the Regional borders. If any is so sited 
I am sure that it will serve mainly the people 
of the Region where it is sited. 

For example, if one is sited at Warri, although 
it may be called an Inter-Regional Secondary 
School I do not think that the Northerners, 
for instance, will be interested so much to 
take entrance examinations to it. And if any 
is sited far in the North it will be equally 
difficult for people of other . Regions to seek 
entrance to them. So, my advice is that they 
should be in places where they will be accessible 
to students from all the Regions who would 
like to take entrance examinations to them. 

I beg to support. 
Whereupon the Minister of Establishments 

rose in his place and claimed to mnve, That the 
Question be now put. 

1654 

Question, That the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to. 

£1,992,590 for Head 36-Ministry of Educa
tion-ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

And it being 11.45 a.m. the Chairman left 
the Chair to report Progress and ask leave to 
sit again. 

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Committee report Progress-to sit agam, 
Tomorrow. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made and Question proposed, That 
this House do now adjourn (THE MINISTER OF 

TRANSPORT). 

Mr C. Chiedozie (Enugu) : There is a very 
serious protest document now circulating 
throughout the Federation. The said docu
ment has been copied to i:he Students' Unions 
of the Universities of lbadan, Ife, Ahmadu 
Bello and the University of Nigeria, Nsukka; 
also to all Trade Unions, the N.B.C. Board 
Members, the Zikist Movement, and so on. 

The protest was in connection with a most 
damaging, most castigating, most destructive 
article against Nigeria and her people, captioned 
'Safe Journey' and published in a New Zealand 
magazine. 

With your permission, Mr Speaker, I will 
read an extract from the protest document. 

The person who wrote it travelled for the 
first time from Lagos to Enugu and made casti
gating remarks on his experiences. From Akure 
in the Western Region he entered the deepest 
African jungle where God saved him from 
elephants. At the bank of the River Niger he 
came across naked men of Nigeria. On his 
way University students worried him for a lift. 

At Enugu he was welcomed by vultures. 

He went further to say that he observed women 
politicians, because of tax agitation, holding 
sticks and chasing politicians. And he also 
observed Rausa traders exploiting other traders 
and so on. These things are too many to be 
quoted here. If the article is read in full it will 
be seen that the intention is to undermine the 
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reputation of Nigeria both in its commerce and The Minister of Information (Hon. 
in its social and other activities and so becloud T. 0 . S. Benson): This matter should have 
us before the outside world. (Interruptions). been referred to me by the N.B.C. Clerical and 

Mr Speaker : Order, order ! The noise 
made on my right is drowning the speech of the 
hon. Member and Official Reporters cannot 
hear him. 

Mr Chiedozie : I am asking the hon. 
Minister of Information to make a statement on 
this very article published in a New Zealand 
magazine damaging Nigeria. The writer is 
even in Nigeria. If the article and everything 
said are proved to be ttl,lly written by this man I 
think that we will all demand that he should go. 
We want him no more. The man's name is 
Mr Mackay, Director of Nigerian Broadcasting 
Corporation. 

Allied Workers' Union in the first instance. In 
matters like this it is better to hear the other 
side and that is why we have the maxim audi 
alteram partem ; otherwise, we cannot claim to 
do justice. 

However, I shall cause this matter to be 
investigated and necessary action taken. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

Adjourned accordingly at ele-vm minutes to 
twelve o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
NIGERIA 

Saturday, 20th April, 1963 

The House met at 9 a.m. 

PRAYERS 
(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

BUS~SSTATEMENT 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to make 
the following Business Statement for next 
week::-

On Monday the 22nd the Committee of 
Supply will sit for the Fourth Allotted Day. 

On Tuesday the 23rd the Supplementary 
Appropriation (1961-62) Bill and the Supple
mentary Appropriation ( 1962-63) Bill will be 
presented. Private Members' Business will 
occupy the time until 6 p.m. At a night 
sitting the Second Readings of the two 
Supplementary Appropriation Bills will be 
moved and the Adjourned Debate on the 
Second Reading of the Lagos Health Service 
Bill will be resumed if it is finally decided 
that it should be debated. (Interruptions). 
Two boys are conspiring on Lagos issues on 
both Sides of the House ! 

Wednesday is the Fifth Allotted Day for 
the Committee of Supply. 

Thursday is the Sixth Allotted Day for the 
Committee of Supply. 

At a night sitting, the Debate on the 
Second Readings of the Supplementary 
Appropriation Bills will be resumed and a 
resolution will be moved to confirm the 
Customs Tariff Duties on Exemptions Order 
1963. 

Friday and Saturday together constitute 
the Seventh Allotted Day for the Committee 
of Supply. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
APPROPRIATION BILL (ALLOCATION OF TIME) 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to move, 
That notwithstanding Order (4th April), Head 
58 of the Estimates shall be taken in the 
Committee of Supply on the 4th day and Head 
46 on the 6th day. 

For the information of hon. Members, my 
Colleague and Friend, the hon. Minister of 
Works and Surveys, will be leaving the country 

Committee] 

at a time when his Head of the Estimates is 
supposed to be debated and with the agree
ment of another Colleague of ours, we have 
agreed to bring forward his Head of the 
Estimates to enable him to be present here to 
answer to any point that han. Members would 
like to make. I am sure hon. Members will 
agree that this is a wise decision because it is 
unnecessary to debate the Head of the Estimates 
of a particular Minister in his absence. 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku): I beg to second. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): I rise to 
indicate the acceptance of the Motion and we 
hope that other Ministers will follow suit, 
namely, that whenever they want to be away 
on important duties, either religious or state, 
they should let this House know. Even if the 
Head is brought to-day, we are quite willing to 
debate it. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That notwithstanding Order (4th 
April), Head 58 of the Estimates shall be taken 
in the Committee of Supply on the 4th day 
and Head 46 on the 6th day. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
APPROPRIATION (1963-64) BILL 

THIRD ALLOTTED DAY (CONTINUED): 
CoNSIDERED IN CoMMITTEE OF SuPPLY 

HEAD 37.-ANTIQUITIES 
Question proposed, That £81,100 for Head 

37-Antiquities-stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem : I rise to support this 
Head. I must congratulate the Minister of 
Education on what he has been able to do so 
far as antiquities are concerned. I am very 
happy that he has declared certain buildings in 
Calabar as antiquities. These include the 
building occupied by the first Consul when 
Calabar was the Headquarters of Nigeria. 
I am also happy that he has been able to declare 
the building of one of the Calabar kings and 
the building of the late pioneer of produce 
trade in Opobo, and that is the late Jaja of 
Opobo. He has also built a magnificent 
museum in Oron. All these are to the credit 
of the Minister and his Ministry. 

I have to say however, that nobody can be 
without blame. 
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I want to say under this Head, that the 
Director of Antiquities, who is an expatriate 
is doing very much to develop antiquities in 
this country. I happened to know when the 
museum in J os was started because I took a 
very keen interest in the work. I even went 
there to see it. He is a very useful man to 
the country. But I think we have now got 
enough Nigerian Anthropologists. We should 
as far as possible, and with the fund now 
available to the Minister, not be the cause of 
many resignations as is happening at present. 
A lot of people in the Ministry resign because 
of the appauling conditions under which they 
are working. 

I have a case in mind. I know of a well 
qualified Nigerian Anthropologist who was 
posted to Oron. He was a very hard working 
man and he was posted there when it was 
realised that it was difficult to assemble things 
which ought to have been preserved in Calabar 
Province. At times, he used to consult me. 
For instance, we have the manilla which was 
our currency. It was used mostly by the Ibos 
and Ibibios. There was a time that it was 
banned, but some are still remaining. They 
are of different kinds. You have the six-penny 
piece, the three-penny piece, and the shilling 
and florin pieces. 

I know how far this young man assembled 
and classified these manillas, but because his 
counterparts in other departments who have 
similar or lower qualifications were progressing 
more than him, he resigned. I have other cases 
and I think the Minister of Education should 
be very sorry for this type of thing. It is his 
duty to protect the Nigerians that we have 
produced for this work ; not only those who 
studied under Government scholarships but 
also those who studied on their own. They 
should be encouraged. My point is that we 
have at present qualified Nigerians who are 
anthropologists. We must apply the Nigeria
nisation policy as far as antiquities are con
cerned. It is time that Mr Fagg, the Director 
of Antiquities should take . advantage of the 
lump-sum compensation and hand over to a 
Niget:ian. 

I would not like to dwell very much on this 
Head, but I must point out any lapses in the 
hope that the Minister of Education who is 
in charge, and the Government, will give 
this matter a very serious consideration. 
Further, this question of antiquities must 

be pursued with all vigour. It is not only 
things that were moulded in ancient past, but 
things that are made now. It must embrace 
the graves of our ancient kings and queens 
like J aja and king Eyamba who brought mis
sionaries into Calabar, and also signed treaties 
of trade in Calabar. Wherever such chiefs 
can be found to have lived their graves must 
be declared antiquities. 

Afterwards, we go to places overseas. I 
was luckly to be in Switzerland where I saw 
the statues of John Knox and that of Calvin. 
It is therefore now that the Minister of Educa
tion should make funds available so that ·the 
statues of our ancient kings and queens should 
be erected and preserved for posterity. 

I must conclude by once more asking the 
Minister of Education and all sections of his 
Ministry to act quickly. I must also mention 
the beautiful buildings in Lagos and the free 
Primary Education Scheme, and how progres
sive it is. I only wish that one day Education 
will be made a Federal subject. I support 
the Bill wholeheartedly. · 

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East) : Although 
originally, it was my intention to move a 
Motion, but looking through the Head once 
more, I am convinced that the Minister of 
Education has done enough to warrant tribute 
even from an unsparing critic. It is when 
any nation can point with pride at 1 er past 
artistic and other possessions that that nation 
bas any reason to be proud. This is why 
this Head is much more important than it 
seems on the surface. 

Anyone who has visited the British Museum 
in London cannot help wondering how much 
of our antiquities are still left in countries 
outside Nigeria, particularly in London and 
also in America. The process is still going 
on because Nigeria is not alone in this unfor
tunate situation. We know this from what we 
find in the British Museum. So Nigeria 
must be proud that not much of her antiqui
ties, compared with the amount of antiquitie~ 
in our possession, are still in the country. It 
is for this reasoh that I decided to sing the 
praise of the Minister in charge of antiquities. 
He should regard this as a tribute from us. 
That is what I have said. 

The present budget shows a definite impJove
ment on the old one. It has catered for so 
many contingencies. I will, however, make 
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·one or two observations. Head 1 Sub-head 3 
provides £6,760 for serving archeologists. 
I have noticed with considerable interest that 
this Head has been paid huge sums in the past 
but I have not heard of any excavations made 
by these people at all. . There was what might 
·be described a:s a: few scratches in Benin a few 
years ago, but I understand that this was being 
done at the instance of the University College 
Ibadan. I would like to know what excava
tions have been done by these archeologists 
because if they take the trouble to go to places 
that have made history, places like Benin for 
instance, and places like Ife and other places 
that have been centres of civilization for many 
many years before the British came to Nigeria, 
then it will help a great deal to unravel the 
hidden civilization which existed in the past. 
In the. absence of these excavations all money 
spent on archeologists is money thrown down 
the drain: So I would like the Minister of 
Education to make a statement when he is 
replying to our points as to what excavations 
have so far been done by the archeologists. 

Another point is that there are provisions for 
photographic Assistants, Facsimile Moulders, 
Binding Repairers and Projections. This is 
very, very good indeed. But I do not know 
what these people have been doing in the past. 
If they have been_ working, then there has been 
no publicity about their work. 

Now I observe that a considerable amount of 
up to £1,000 has been provided for publications. 
If this amount had been provided in the past, 
as I have seen, then what sort of publications 
have b.een made in the past about the activities 
of archeologists and the activities of the 
moulders who are supposed to produce 
repli~as of antiquities. for the benefit of every
body ? There has been no publicity about 
them at all. That is why it is necessary to 
say that the publications have been misused. 
I am sorry to use that word. In the absence of 
any publicity, the publications have been 
misused. If the £1,000 has been used for 
internal consumption then it is money thrown 
down the drain. Their activities are so 
important that even to produce a periodical 
journal about them would not be a waste. 

In the 1962-63 Estimates I noticed that a 
sum of £1,000 was also provided for the same 
publicity. We pay for publicity and yet we 
do not get publicity. This is very miraculous. 

I very strongly advise the Minister of Education 
to tell us what sort of publicity has been going 
on. The purchase of antiquities must also he 
given publicity. I have noticed that as much 
as £6,000 has been provided for that. In 
my opinion, even if we are asked to provide 
£20,000 for the purchase of antiquities, I will 
not hesitate to support such a move. But 
if such a move is to have the desired effect all 
efforts should be made to lock away all the 
originals of antiquities. The new ones pur
chased should also be locked away and replicas 
of these made so that binders and moulders 
are kept busy. 

The Railway coaches which are going to be 
modified to carry display cases must be 
carefully handled. It is a pity that the Railway 
passes only through a few towns in Nigeria 
and the other parts are covered by road system. 
Despite the fact that the UNESCO has 
provided some arrangements of covering some 
parts of the road system yet I would have 
thought that the Government would provide 
first of all, arrangements for adapting motor 
lorries to this purpose for covering the road 
system of the country in order to give them 
museum service. It is only in this way that 
the people in all parts of the country will know 
that what they have in their houses are valuable 
things. There are some houses you go to in 
this country and see a fine wonderful antiquity 
but they are kept in juju shrines or in some 
dark corners of the houses because these people 
do not know the value of these things. 

The point made by the hon. Member who 
spoke last was erroneously made when he 
referred to manillas as currency. Manillas 
were never currency in this country they were 
just money and not currency. He should 
look up the meaning of the word currency. 
These manillas and other suitable antiquities 
are found in abundanct in many houses. 
It is quite necessary that efforts should be 
made in using the road system to show to 
people what the antiquities are and how 
rich they are in them before we can be sure 
of any suitable response. If there is a suitable 
response, then of course the country will be 
very, very rich in antiquities, and museums 
will be sited in a place that will invite people 
from all parts of the world. 

We cannot afford the luxury of losing our 
antiquities simply because people are ignorant 
of their value. In any case it has been put 
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there that Railway coaches will be adopted. 
I will only speak by way of advice because the 
Government has m:1de up its mind to adopt 
these coaches. No amount of pleading qm 
change it. I will advise that they should be 
modified in such a way that the actual originals 
of antiquities are kept very safely far out of 
reach of the people who might pinch them and 
moulders should make replicas of them to be 
exhibited in show cases. 

The declaration of nine antiquities · as 
monuments is very welcome. I should say 
that this is a small beginning because it is just 
like saliva from the mouth dropping into an 
ocean. You can compare the quantity of 
liquid that comes from the mouth with the 
quantity of liquid that is in the ocean. That is 
exactly the position. 

In Benin alone more than a thousand 
antiquities can be declared. It is only neces
sary for everybody to work very, very hard. I 
have been told of the existence of places in the 
North and elsewhere where there is something 
which looks like a talking pipe, in which one 
can hear messages from another direction-

Or P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
On a point of order, the hon. Gentleman who 
is talking about antiquities has a very fine car 
which could be loaned to the Minister !O put 
into the antiquities. (Laughter) . 

Mr Oronsaye : Well, antiquity does not 
cover modern articles. My car is very modern 
and, perhaps, in about two thousand years' 
time the children of that period may like to see 
tl,e type of car we use to-day. 

Minister of State (Ron. M . Amechi) : I just 
want to ask the hon. Minister of Education 
through the Chairman whether it is possible 
under his regulations to acquire older human 
beings as antiquities. (Laughter). 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku) : It is just impossible. - . 

Mr Oronsaye : It is very interesting at this 
time, not at any other time, to have such 
useful interruptions, but by antiquities we 
mean the art or culture or civilisation that 
existed some years ago, and the purpose of 
preserving them is to show the children of the 
present age what existed in the past. As I 
was saying if there is a proper survey it will be 
found that this country has very rich deposits of 
antiquiti~s. 

Finally, I would like to say that t~e British 
Museum still has quite a good number of 
Nigerian antiquities, and it is absolutely 
necessary that these antiquities shopld be 
repatriated, and, in addition (and this is a very 
serious suggestion) it will be useful if . some 
Egyptian mummies in the British J.yluseum 
can be brought to Nigeria. Students of history 
in the universities will be very interested to have 
bodies of people who lived two or 'three 
thousand years ago arid which· are still fresh . 
This shows tloat in the art of embalming the 
Egyptians reached the highest point, but due to 
the ravages of some conquerors who · swept 
across Egypt this art was lost. Of course it was 
also due to the seclusion of the priests who were 
doing it that this art was lost to the world. 
The only way it can be shown to students is by 
showing them the actual mummies. So in 
addition to repatriating some of the antiquities 
to Nigeria, it will be useful if some of these 
mummies can be bought from· the British 
Museum. 

I beg to support. 

Chief M. W. Ubani (Aba Central) : The 
Ministry of Education, under the able hon. 
Minister and his Parliamentary Secretary, 
together with the staff and educationists of the 
Ministry, has done a lot and, ·I have to join other 
hon. Members in singing the praise of the 
Ministry. 

The spade work done before the present stage 
of our antiquities service is one that calls for 
proper review. We have to praise those who 
really laboured to bring our antiquities service 
to its present stage. It is about twelve· years 
since the work of the antiquities service began _in 
the country. It was meant to attract the 
people's attention and by 1962 the J os Museum 
which is the first national museum in Nigeria 
was completed. · 

The history of the antiqmties service in 
Nigeria is important and interesting. The Jos 
Museum which was built entirely by the staff of 
the antiquities service was meant solely -to 
house the archaeological specimens which we.fe 
collected around the south-eastern part of 
Zaria in those days together with some works of 
Benin art, It is gratifying to note that tP - · 
the Federal Government has come f1• 11 

picture so that no.w we haye -
Museum but also other~ - · 
Above all, a ce"'• 

.. -·· 
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blished in Lagos. It is indeed a pleasure to 
note that the Federal Government has taken a 
great interest in the establishment of the 
antiquities service, and it is my belief that the 
aim is to help our future generation who, no 
doubt, would like to go further into the past of 
their forbears and carry out · extensive 
researches. 

Museum everywhere also serve as a centre for 
increasing knowledge and it is hoped that future 
Nigerian archaeologists will take advantage of 
their country's museums. The establishment 
of the Antiquities Commission also adds 
greater interest and life to the work of the 
antiquities service. It does not only deal with 
the collection of relics but also arouses a 
greater awareness in historic buildings and 
shrines which could be declared monuments by 
the Governor-General acting on the advice of 
the Council of Ministers. 

The recent declaration of nine antiquities 
as monuments is indeed a thing of glory, and 
I am sure many people in this country will 
be willing to bring to the notice of the Govern
ment any relics, buildings or shrines which 
they think are deserving of preservation as 
monuments. In this connection I should 
like to seize this opportunity to bring to the 
notice of the Antiquities Commission, through 
the hon. Minister of Education, the existence 
of an ancient building in my town, Aba-Ngwa, 
the Ayinba city of the East, which should 
be considered for declaration as a monument. 
) ; is an old consulate building which is over 

sixty years old. It was through this building 
that army officers gained entry into the city 
and from there they were allowed to settle 
in my town at Aha. It is indeed deserving 
of being declared a national monument. 

The work of the antiqultles service should 
be extended to the schools so as to inculcate 
in young people respect and support for 
our relics. During holidays schools must 
make it their bounden duty to take their 
pupils to these places of interest and history. 
The service of mobile museums should also 
be extended far and wide throughout the 
country. 

The staff of the Antiquities Department 
deserve encouragement. At present there 
appears to be some sort of disinterestedness 
in those who should be capable of working 
in this Department because of disparity in 

the scale of salaries given to them: I feel that 
if the salary scale is made attractive, we should 
get younger men who are interested to serve 
in this Department. After all, we live in a 
world of materialism. We cannot just say 
that people should serve their nation and their 
country with empty stomachs. That will 
not do. 

We must have great responsibility to respect 
our traditions and culture. I call upon the 
Mi.aister to see to it that some of the important 
relics of this countrv which were removed 
by the earlier agents" of the British Govern
ment in this country should be repatriated 
to this country and, if necessary, money must 
be voted for repurchasing them because 
they make history and help our minds to 
forge ahead in the establishment of our relics. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : 
On the question of repurchasing the anti
quities, I would very much like to su5gest 
that if we have such Nigerian antiquities 
as are now in the British Museum and if, as 
two or three Members who have spoken be
fore me have mentioned, these are required 
in Nigeria, they should be purchased back, 
at reasonable prices, for our museums. 

I do not want to go into the question of how, 
in the first place, they were acquired and taken 
to Britain, but if at all we should have them 
returned to Nigeria we must have Nigerians to 
assess the value and know for how much those 
antiquities should be repurchased. 

Another thing is that wide publicity should 
be given so that the ordinary man-in-the-street 
may know that there is need for the preservation 
of antiquities in the country, and if anyone is in 
possession of any antiquity, such a person should 
be paid some money. The tendency should be 
to appeal to people to help in offering such 
antiquities as may be of use to ·the country's 
museums. 

I would also like to say that those who are 
charged with responsibility for buying antiqui
ties in Nigeria must be reasonable enough to 
offer good prices for such antiquities purchased. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku): I would like to deal, first of all, 
with the points made by the hon. Member for 
Kaga Marghi (Shett£ma AI£ ManguM): 
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An hon. Member : He has just spoken. As hon. Members may have known those 
The Minister of Education : It is not out collections are well taken care of so that 

of place to start from the last speaker. I will they may not be damaged. If hon. Mem
start from the last speaker and go on to the first. hers are chanced to visit some of our Museums, 

they will see that a great deal of money has 
been spent in building very safe receptacles 
for these antiquities. As is well known by 
antiquarians, it is very difficult for one to 
say how many collections have been made. 

I have taken into consideration the sugges
tions he has made about the repurchase of our 
antiquities from the British Museum or else
where. We have always done that. We have 
repurchased one of the best collections taken 
from Ife called The Man and we have always 
tried to repurchase from overseas some of our 
collections that we see in their museums. 

As regards the question of fixing prices, it 
might not be easy for the purchaser to say what 
the price of the article he wants to purchase 
should be but when the price which is accept
able to both parties is offered, then it would be 
easy to have the collection purchased. 

We are preserving our antiquities. We have 
workers who, after excavations are made, 
undertake the job of treating the collections 
excavated and then try to preserve them. 

I would like to heed the suggestion made by 
the hon. Shettima Ali Monguno and appeal to 
people who have in. their possessions at present 
some useful collections, that these antiquities 
should be surrendered to us-those that are 
useful. 

I have to say something about the point that 
the hon. Member for Benin East (Mr Oronsaye) 
dealt with and on which he dwelt for a long 
time, that is, about the Rolling Museum. The 
railway coaches are not only meant for display
ing collections when touring some parts of 
Nigeria remote from where we have our anti
quities. This is the result of a UNESCO 
Conference held in Paris where UNESCO 
wanted to know a central place in West Africa 
or in Central Africa where courses in Museum 
and Museum collection preservation could be 
conducted. It was decided that Nigeria, be
cause of her size and because many useful 
collections can be made in Nigeria, should be 
the place, and J os was selected. 

We have to draw students who wish to do 
courses in Museum and Antiquities to Jos. To 
supplement the train travel, they have agreed 
to have some coaches and also to have some 
cars that will do the journeys by road. It is not 
only meant for students from Nigeria but also 
to many people who come from other parts of 
Africa. 

The hon. Member also mentioned scrap 
excavations. I am not sure that he has 
taken the trouble to go to Ife where these . 
excavations are going on. If it is done by 
Ibadan University, it is done by Ibadan 
University in concert with the Antiquity 
officials. We are doing all we can to have all 
these things preserved. 

As to the question of people removing some 
of our useful collections, the Police has done 
and is doing a great deal of good job and those 
who have tried to pilfer these collections have 
always been apprehended and punished. Any 
suggestions made by Members in connection 
with this subject will be looked into. 

£81,100 for Head 37-Antiquities-ordered 
to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 38.-NATIONAL ARcHIVES 

Question proposed, that £76,160 for Head 38-
National Archives-stand part of the. Schedule,. 

Mr C. Chiedozie (Enugu) : I wish to seize 
this opportunity to thank the hon. Minister for 
the good work being done at Enugu with 
regard to the expansion of archives. It is 
not only that the building is very beautiful, 
it also shows that a big work is envisaged in 
this direction. 

I want to point out that this Department is 
very useful to our future existence, particularly 
in assembling old records dealing with Trea
ties, records, and obligations concerning 
Nigeria and the old colonial powers who had 
been able to visit this country, and every. 
effort should be made to cope with the Divi
sional Offices where a lot of records concerning 
our vital historical records have been eaten 
up by ants. There are certain Divisional 
Offices where very important records .are kept. 
For example in my Division at Awka, I dis
covered during my investigations that there 
are Treaty obligations betWeen us and the 
Government especiall)' from 1904, the' date of 
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the coming of the white man into the Division. 
These things are so vital but they have not 
been assembled by the National Archives and 
they are expected to be assembled and put 
into historical records which will be of interest 
to our future generations. 

Another point is that in scholarship awards 
at the moment it appears that students who 
wish to study antiquities are being neglected, 
and I am appealing to the Minister of Education 
to see to it that brilliant students, particularly 
those who have the aptitude for this type of 
work are given scholarships to study overseas 
so that they will be of use when they return. 

With these few remarks, I have to thank the 
Minister of Education for the work done so far, 
and I beg to support. 

Mr J.D. Odebunmi (Egba North): I quite 
agree with the last speaker in his plea that 
special scholarships be awarded for this special 
branch of study. The Minister of Education 
has got quite a wide field to embrace. We 
need special scholarships for people to do 
researches into the preservation of our anti
quities and we want special buildings to be 
specially set aside as national monuments. 
When hon. Members go abroad and see these 
important buildings and the museums and 
zoos and all the buildings of antiquities, 
Members feel highly impressed and gain more 
education. 

In the national museum a lot of things could 
be brought in to put the nation in a very great 
position especially when we have international 
visitations to this country. Furthermore, 
students who return from abroad will have a lot 
to learn here. 

While still on this point, I would like to 
suggest that the first railway engine that was 
brought into· Nigeria be given a permanent 
place and brought down to Lagos. Small 
articles of antiquities like that put together will 
present a very wonderful study to students. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 
£76,160 for Head 38-National Archives

ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 39.-MINISTRY OF ESTABLISHMENTS 
AND SERVICE MATTERS 

Question proposed, That £527,480 for Head 
39-Ministry of Establishments and Sen•ice 
Matters-stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr R. N. Muojeke (Awka Central) : I take 
this opportunity to praise the Minister of 
Establishments for the wonderful work he has 
been doing to the country. It is evident that 
without an efficient civil service the reputation 
of Nigeria which has been growing day by day 
could not have been possible. The civil service 
of Nigeria to the outside world is a wonder of 
perfection, but perhaps I might be allowed 
to make some suggestions and comments. 

First, it appears that most of our intellectuals 
are not encouraged to remain within the 
Federal Service. I have known a number of 
scholarship winners who have gone overseas 
and returned and who have not been absorbed 
by the Federal Government. Instead, they 
are allowed to find their way in the private firms 
and other mercantile houses. I think it is 
misplaced economy to train our scholars only 
to a_llow them to go away from the Federal 
serv1ce. 

Moreover, this process of Nigerianisation 
must be carried out as far as possible and 
where possible, Nigerians must be fullblooded 
Nigerians. 

An hon. Member : What does the hon. 
Gentleman mean by that ? 

Mr Muojeke : By that I mean that in some 
countries like Great Britain and the United 
States of America, nationals of other countries 
are not allowed to occupy important offices in 
their Ministries and Corporations. In the case 
of Nigeria, therefore, they must be Nigerian 
nationals because it is in the hands of these 
Nigerian nationals that lies our salvation as far 
as civil service is concerned. 

We have heard the case of a top-ranking 
civil servant who is being ~disgraced. We 
know that he is not a Nigerian by nationality 
and if he had been a Nigerian perhaps the 
case would have been different. He would 
not have succumbed to the temptations into 
which he was thrown. As it were, he has a 
divided loyalty ; sometimes he would like to 
be loyal to his country of origin instead of 
being loyal to Nigeria. 

Again, we see that students who pass out of 
the Federal Emergency Science School are 
not given maximum encouragement as they 
deserve. We know that these students do 
physics, chemistry, zoology and other science 
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subjects which are important to the progress 
of this country. I leamt that a circular letter 
has been issued regarding the employment of 
these students as they are regarded as "birds of 
passage". According to the circular, these 
students should not be absorbed into the 
service because no sooner are they engaged 
than they leave for the United Kingdom and 
the United States for further studies. But I 
think it is a way to dampen their aspirations. 
As far as possible, they should be absorbed 
even if it means that they are remaining in the 
civil service for a matter of months. They 
should not be penalised in the sense that they 
should not be employed because they want to 
pursue higher studies, or because they are 
regarded as birds of passage. 

We know what obtains in other countries. 
People who do science subjects are very impor
tant in other parts of the world. They are 
responsible for exploring the moon, and so on. 
I do not see why this should not be so in 
Nigeria. We must encourage these people as 
much as possible by giving them scholarships 
and trying to show that the Govemment is in 
favour of what they are doing. 

Finally, I do wish to say a few words on the 
question of selecting possible Nigerian candi
dates in the civil service as far as possible. 
The criterion should not be based· on tribal 
affiliations of the applicants or the candidates. 
Where efficiency and competency clash with 
tribalism, I think that efficiency and competency 
should, as far as possible, have over-riding 
consideration. 

As I have said, the Ministry is doing a 
wonderful service, and with the passage of time, 
determination and goodwill, Nigeria will in 
future lead the rest of the world in giving 
efficient and incorruptible civil service. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr M. B. Afanideh (Ikot Ekpene South) : I 
rise to congratulate the Minister on the great 
Nigerianisation policy in his Ministry which 
he is trying to implement at the moment. 

I want to warn, too, that there must be a 
check with regard to bribery and corruption 
whenever promotions and training schemes 
are to be considered by Heads of Departments. 
It appears that as far as promotion is concerned, 

at the moment, if a junior ·servant in the civil 
service has nobody at the top who belongs to 
his own tribe, it means that he will be working 
for nothing. There is a lot of nepotism and 
tribalism in some quarters, and I hope that the 
Minister will try and see that he puts a stop to 
these things. 

I think it is proper that the Govermnent 
should try and see that the illicit progress 
made by Nigerians should be stopped. At 
times a civil servant may do some work which 
brings him an income of about £200, but 
within a very short time he begins to put up a 
very permanent, solid building on his own. 
A person can only put up a building when he 
has a very good financial standing. But that is 
not the case nowadays. The Government 
should try and check things like this, because in 
a corrupt country there can be no progress. 
The people must be prepared to serve the 
nation, and they should not do something only 
if they are given money for it. This case is 
something that worries me very much whenever 
I think of it. So, I think it is a very great duty 
that the Minister has to do to see that he tries 
to look into the activities of some people. 

When I sav this, it does not mean that I am 
blaming everybody. All the people are not the 
same. There are some very good Nigerians in 
that Department, but there are very many 
others who are not willing to do the work for 
which the Government is adequately paying 
them unless they get money somewhere again 
for that same service. I hope the Minister will 
look into this and see to it that our civil 
service is run in the proper method. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Alhaji Muhammadu Gauyamma (Hadejia 
North) : I rise to support this Head 39-the 
Ministry of Establishments. 

With Nigeria's present_ demand in all aspects 
to take her position among sister civilized 
countries of the world, the training of her 
civil service personnel for all sorts of careers is 
necessary. This challenge, now, is the prob
lem that this Ministry is confronted with. 
Therefore, the Ministry ·of Establishments 
must do everything possible i:o see that very 
many scholarships to pursue various courses be 
awarded without · any hesitation.. I wish to 
stress further that indigenous Nigerians must 
be encouraged- to pursue : courses · and get 
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proper training which are required of them at 
the appropriate time. The progress of this 
country is now so rapid that the call for the 
training of our men all over this country has 
become very important if we are to develop a 
rapidly progressive country. I would not 
waste a moment to say that the Ministry of 
Establishments has contributed a lot to train 
our people, and for this I have to express my 
gratitudes. 

In my further observation, however, I wish 
to point out without any hesitation that the 
Ministry of Establishments must learn how 
to do justice in certain respects. This Ministry 
has to do justice in the way it awards scholar
ships and in its employment method. Due 
fairness should be given to our youngmen 
and boys along with our young ladies and girls 
as against the present method of strictly 
favouring only the young ladies and girls. To 
be more explicit, it is obvious that only ladies 
and girls have better opportunity of getting 
employment in this Ministry, their qualifica
tions notwithstanding. Favours go to these 
young ladies from certain angles. This must 
be looked into and equal opportunity must be 
given to everybody for securing jobs and 
scholarship awards in this Ministry. 

Hon. Members have on several occasions 
complained bitterly on how common people 
cannot easily secure employment except with 
the support of big guns. I feel that there are 
some truths in this. It is not only bribes in the 
form of giving money which should be decried 
as corruption, but also bribes in the form of 
ladies who allure employers and people in 
authority with their beautiful faces. I, there
fore, appeal to the Minister to beware of this 
corruption by trying to evade the attractions 
and temptations of our young ladies and by 
giving fair treatment to everybody irrespective 
of sex. 

I want, also, to show to this Ministry and 
to draw the Federal Government's attention 
to the. fact that my remarks carry weight, and 
that they are the feelings of the general public. 
With your permission, Mr Chairman, I wish 
to use English legal language in this respect, 
although I am neither a lawyer nor a barrister. 
I wish to state the following :-

(a) I put it to this honourable House, 
through Mr Chairman, that much sufferings 
·are experienced by our youngmen ·in sectiring 

employment in view of the fact that much 
preference is being given to our young, 
beautiful ladies in our Ministries. 

(b) I put it to this honourable House that 
the big guns in our society adopt the policy 
of "charity begins at home" by feeding 
their Ministries with relatives, favourites and 
friends only. 

I wish to say that the only thing that keeps 
the balance stable is the impartiality of our 
Prime Minister and some of his good Ministers 
who keep the flag flying in the interest of the 
commoners. This gives me another oppor
tunity to congratulate our Prime Minister, 
Alhaji the Rt. hon. Sir Abubakar Tafawa 
Balewa, on his good leadership, coupled with 
the desire to serve the country with all sincerity 
and impartiality since Nigeria attained her 
political independence. 

I wish to say here to the Prime Minister 
and his group of good Ministers and civil 
servants, through you, Mr Chairman, that 
uneasy lies the head that wears the crown. 
Because the Prime Minister is Godly, impartial, 
deeply modest, sincerely honest and very 
loyal, I want him to rest assured that he has 
the implicit confidence of this Parliament and 
the full support of the hon. Members herein 
assembled. To be more explicit, I wish to 
say that we all support the Prime Minister 
and we are with him. 

Mr P. U. Ekanem (Enyong South) : On a 
point of order, we are discussing the Ministry 
of Establishments now. I do not know why 
we should continue to use all the words of 
praise for the Prime Minister at this particular 
time. We all know what the Prime Minister 
is and we have been saying it. I think the 
hon. Member for Hadejia North (Alhaji 
Gauyamma) should confine his remarks to the 
Ministry of Establishments. 

The Chairman : The Prime Minister is 
in charge of all the Ministries. 

Alhaji Gauyamma : I wish to say that we, 
the accredited representatives of the people 
assure the Prime Minister and his Government 
of our support. 

I would like the Minister of Establishments 
to see to the welfare of the people of this 
country and to conduct the affairs of this 
Ministry impartially. · · 
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Finally, I congratulate the Ministry on the people who agree that these Northerners 
good services it has rendered to the country s~~uld ~e given a f~ir chance in the Federal 
and the achievement so far made. CIVIl service. But this should not be done at the 

I beg to support. 

Mr E. A. Mordi (Asaba East) : I want to 
congratulate the Minister on the good efforts 
made to improve this Ministry. Much has 
been said about the Ministry, but I would 
like to make one or two suggestions. 

The first suggestion I want to make is in 
connection with employment. · From the re
sults of the Scltool Certificate Examination 
it could be seen that every year in this country, 
not less than 3,000 students pass this examina
tion and are due for employment. When one 
comes to Lagos or the Federal Territory one 
is faced with a very large number of people 
looking for employment when there is a very 
limited number of vacancies. The result is that 
only those who are related to the 'big guns' or 
those who have some money to offer as bribe 
find employment. I therefore want to suggest 
that one of the ways to reduce this type of 
influence or the use of money in securing 
employment is for the Government to try 
and evolve a scheme whereby entry into the 
civil service will be by examination. This is 
the system which the Western Government 
has adopted, and it has worked out very well. 
As a matter of fact, in the West now, there is 
a system whereby people who want to enter 
into the senior civil service have to take an 
examination before they are appointed. Well, 
I know this is not very good, because when 
a person has been to a university and is fully 
qualified, he should be given the post for 
which he is qualified. But in the case of the 
junior civil service where there are too many 
people for too few vacancies, I think that the 
only safest thing one can do in order to avoid 
bribety and corruption is to set an examination 
for the people who want to be employed, and 
select from amon~; them the number of people 
for the number of vacancies existing. 

I also want to say that the present system 
whereby people are appointed into the posts for 
which they are not qualified, sin1ply because 
they belong to a certain group, or are related to 
some · people, seems to me to be a little bit 
improper. I must say that I admit, and I 
think many people in this country will admit too 
that our Northern brothers had been a little bit 
behind in the past, and I belong to the group of 

expense of efficiency. For example, if we have 
a Northerner with a school certificate and we 
have a Southerner with the same certificate, and 
the Minister of Establishments is approached by 
these two boys for appointment into one vacant 
post, I will not grudge the Minister or the 
Northern boy if he is appointed. But where we 
have a Southerner with a school certificate and a 
Northerner with a Standard VI pass, I feel it 
will be very unfair to prefer the Northerner 
with a lower qualification to the Southerner 
with a higher qualification. 

I want to go a bit further on this question of 
employment. I know it is impossible to 
believe some of these stories which I have heard 
and which I am telling the House, but that · is 
what is happening. Discipline is not main
tained in our offices because the senior officers 
cannot query their junior staff, for fear that the 
junior ones will report them to their (the junior 
ones') friends or relations who are 'big guns' . 
When these junior ones are queried, they report 
to the big guns and the next thing that follows 
is an S.O.S. message on the telephone from the 
big guns saying that such and such a query 
should be withdrawn immediately. I think 
this does not make for efficiency. 

Furthermore, there is one thing that I would 
like to bring to the notice of the Minister for 
consideration, and that is the question of leave 
system in the Federal Government service. It 
is common knowledge that the senior officers go 
on 7 or 8 months' leave in a year. Personally, 
I do not feel very happy about this. These 
people accumulate their leave because they 
know that they can stay away on leave for this 
long period and continue to draw their salary. 
This is a waste of Government's money, and it 
does not make for efficiency, because as soon as 
one officer goes on leave another officer takes 
over from him on acting appointment. If we 
find that something very good is being done in 
a Region, the Federal Government should try 
and copy it. I feel it will be necessary for the 
Minister of Establishments to consider adopting 
the leave system of the Western Government. 

In the West, an officer is expected to take his 
leave every year. If an officer is entitled to· 
30 d.ays' leave, . he will be allowed to take 10 
days first and then come back to work ; after, 
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some time he will be allowed to enjoy another 
10 days, and he will continue like that until he 
has actually finished his leave. In this case, 
there will be no need for anybody to relief the 
officer as he would not have gone away from 
office for a long time, and there will be conti
nuity all the time. I think even if the Federal 
Minister of Establishments does not intend to," 
shall I say, transpose this type of system into 
the Federal Territory completely as it is, he 
could perhaps modify it to a certain extent, at 
least, forcing every civil servant to go on leave 
every year and leave this question of accumu
lation for eight, nine or even ten months. 

I beg to support. 

Oba S. A. Oladiran (Okitipupa South) : 
I rise to support Head 39. Sometime last 
week, we were treated to lively speeches by 
the Minister of Establishments when giving 
account of his stewardship in his Ministry. 
Reading through the speeches, I observed that 
enough attention was not given to junior civil 
servants. He only cared much for the upper 
segment. There is no provision for staff 
quarters for the junior staff. That is point 
number one. 

Secondly, regarding the salary structure of 
the civil servants, that of the junior or lower 
segment is rather too low in comparison with 
that of the upper segment. (I hope that I have 
not injured the feelings of my Friends.) If 
we are to speak the real fact, what is respon
sible for these anomalies in Nigeria at the 
moment-why the junior civil servants are 
somewhat tempted to resort to a fraudulent 
way of living-is that as human beings they 
copy the senior civil servants. In copying 
them, they have got to live above their normal 
salaries. I therefore appeal to the Minister of 
Establishments to convince the Government 
that the junior civil servants must be 
encouraged. 

I have to congratulate the Minister and the 
Government as a whole on the establishment 
of the National Council on Establishments. 
The Council holds meetings regularly in 
consultation with the . Regional Governments. 
The Federal Government with the Regional 
Governments should put their heads together to 
see that . we have a sort of uniformity in 
establishment matters in Nigeria. 

· Mr P. E. Ekaneril . (Enyong South) : And 
salary structure. Put that one. 

Oba Ola diran : And salary structure too. 
The duty of the National Council on Establish
ments is not just to sit down to consider the 
question of creating posts or works. They 
should see that the people to be employed in 
any posts created or any work envisaged by 
these Governments must be cared for. 

With these remarks, I support. 

Mr J. M . Damla (Pankshin West): Before 
I support this He~d, I want to give some 
warning to our brothers from this side. 

Several hon. Members : Which side ? 

Mr Damla : Mr Chairman has been ruling 
that we should not bring the matter of regionali
sation into this Parliament, yet the N.C.N.C. 
Members are still bringing it into this Parlia
ment. The matter of working in the office 
is not a matter of degrees. It is a matter of 
experience and intelligence. Also, if it is a 
matter of merit, we all agree that the Western 
Region is the champion on education, but 
they are the people who shame the country by 
fighting in Parliament. Is that how these 
your degrees will be used ? 

Several hon. Members : No. Ask them. 

Mr Damla : I support the Head under the 
able Minister of Establishments, but I want to 
make this point clear, that the key posts in the 
Federal Civil Service should be Nigeriani~ed 
as soon as possible, especially the post of 
Permanent Secretary, because they are the 
people who hold the secrets of our Government. 

The second point is that there is no rapid 
progress whatsoever in · Nigerianising the 
scientific and research Department. We hope 
the Government will take it up and recruit 
officers to the posts and see that a great number 
of Nigerians are sent for training as soon as 
possible in order that the work of this important 
Department is not halted. Also; let us recruit 
some expatriate officers on contract appoint
ment. 

Another point that I want to make ·is that 
our Government should make rapid efforts 
to take over the Technical Assistance Scheme 
offered by overseas countries. For this scheme, 
let us send indigenous Nigerians to different 
parts· of the world for training to equip them 
for greater responsibilities. 
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Finally, we have a number of pensioners-up 
to about 24,000 or more. We want our 
Government to see that these great men who 
served our country are paid monthly and 
regularly. 

Lastly, I want to appeal to the Minister of 
Establishments to publish the number of 
people from each tribe in the country working 
in the var.ious Regions. For example, the 
number of Northerners working in the East, 
West and the Federal Territory should be 
shown ; the number of Easterners working in 
the North, West and the Federal Territory, 
and the number of Westerners working in the 
East, North and the Federal Territory. I 
think this will make the Members to stop 
asking questions on how many Easterners are 
working in the North, and so on, if we get 
these figures published. 

I support the Head. 

Mr E. 0. Ifezue (Orlu North): Yesterday I 
said that our-( Interruptions). 

Mr N. D. Ukah (Owerri North East) : 
Standing Order 27 (5) says : "Members shall not 
make unseemly interruptions while any Member 
is speaking". 

Hon. Ifezue has caught the eye of the Chair
man and · he is entitled to speak. It appears 
hon. Members are disturbing him too much. 

The Chairman : Order. The Chair is 
certainly very grateful to the hon. Member for 
his vigilance and co-operation. But I think 
more time will be saved if the Chair is left 
to do its job. 

Mr Ifezue : Mr Chairman, I am grateful 
to my hon. Friend, Mr Ukah. 

I said yesterday that the entrance require
ments to our universities were very high. I 
also said the same thing about our civil service. 
If you read the various advertisements for 
posts in the Federal Public Service, you will 
find that emphasis is always laid on academic 
qualifications-degrees imd so forth-at the 
expense of experience. It is not a very good 
thing. Experience should be the emphasis, 
then, of course, experience buttressed by 
academic qualification. 

This Ministry should be used to unite all 
the tribal elements in Nigeria through the 
civil service as this will stimulate national 

consciousness. Many Members have been 
talking about our brothers in the North. We 
must continue to say this thing. We want 
Northerners in the Federal Public Service, but 
as hon. Muojeke said, this should not be done 
at the expense of efficiency. I understand that 
most of these Northerners are being begged 
or cajoled to come to the Federal Public 
Service. Why should that be so ? Why should 
they be begged to come to the Federal Public 
Service? They are Nigerians, when they 
apply, they will be taken. 

I would like the Minister of Establishments 
and his counterparts in the Regions to come 
together and use our Public Service to bring all 
the tribal elements together. My point is that 
Northerners can apply for jobs in the East and 
they will be taken. I can assure hon. Members 
that the Eastern Nigeria Government does not 
discriminate in its recruitment policy at all. 
If you try-

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) 
The question of Northerners being employed 
in the Public Service of Eastern Nigeria is a 
matter for the Eastern Nigeria Government 
and should therefore be dropped. 

The Chairman : I think it would certainly 
make more sense if Members would confine 
whatever arguments they have to the Federal 
Government and should not drag in the 
Regions. 

Mr lfezue : I was only trying to say that

The Chairman: Order. I am not asking 
the hon. Member to recount what he has been 
saying. From now on, he should be more 
relevant to the -Federal Government. 

Mr lfezue : There is another point as 
regards our Public Service. It appears to me 
that there is a tendency towards tribal colonisa
tion of departments. If you go to certain 
departments, if for instance, an Ibo man is at 
the head, you will find the other posts being 
taken by Ibos. If you also go to a department 
where a Yoruba man or an Rausa man is at the 
head, you will find that the workers there are 
Y orubas or Hausas. This should not be so. 
It is a mark of nepotism and should not be 
allowed to continue. It is a very. bad tendency. 
In fact, I would use this opportunity to ask all 
the leaders of this country to come together 

(855) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

'1681 [Appropriation (1963-64) 20 APRIL 1963 Bill: Committee] 1682 

· (MR IFEZUE) 
and make a policy by which a Northerner, an 
Easterner and a Westerner can serve anywhere 
in the Federation. That is the only way we can 
save this nation, that is the only way we can 
unify this nation. 

At the moment, except in this Parliament, 
there is no other place where you can get 
Northerners, Westerners and Easterners com
ing together. They were doing so when we 
had one university at Ibadan. Now that there 
are various universities, the tendency is for 
students from the North to apply to Ahmadu 
Bello University and so on. I am saying that 

. the Minister of Establishments should initiate 
a scheme by which the public service of all the 
governments of the Federation could be used 
to unify all the tribal elements. As a matter of 
fact, I would very much like the Minister of 
Establishments to bring to the Floor of this 
House for debate a well-planned recruitment 
policy of the Federal Public Service. 

I beg to support. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : 
May I first of all congratulate the Minister and 
his Ministry as usual for the impartiality and 

.. efficiency of the civil service. But I would 
like to appeal to the Minister to arrange, if we 
can afford it and particularly with regard to 
training opportunities, for Federal Civil Ser
vants to go abroad even if it is just for a short 
period so that they can see for themselves-

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): My 
point Qf order is that we should have a proper 
time to keep Members' speeches and also to 
guide the Chairman. The clocks here appear 
slow and we may stay here without adjourning. 

The Chairman: Order. The question of 
. keeping time is a matter for the Chair and it is 
up to the Chair which clock it observes. 

Shettima Ali Monguno : As I was saying, 
this would enable our civil servants to see the 
attitude of the civil servants of other countries 
towards the ordinary man in the street. In 
'saying this, I am not criticising the entire 
·civil service. My \)tatement only implies 
that there is, unfortunately, the tendency for 
a few civil servants to regard themselves as the 

.masters and their attitude towards the ordinary 
layman is not very cordial. They must have 
sense of duty and of responsibility as well. 

There has been also, very unfortunately, 
the implication that Northerners who are 
employed in the Federal civil service are here 
m~rely by virtue of their status as Northerners. 
This I would like to reject or object to in the 
strongest possible terms. We are here through 
nothing but merit and we are here, I would like 
to emphasise, through no favour. We are 
therefore, not working in the Federal Public 
Service at the expense of efficiency as implied 
by certain Members of this House. I would 
also like to appeal to the Minister of Establish
ments that such unfortunate, unfounded and 
mysterious allegation in this House--with 
regard to the Northerners' position in the 
Federal Public Service should not discourage 
him from continuing the good work he has 
been doing. We are here, all assembled in 
the national Parliament and there is no reason 
why we should not have our proper position. 

\Yith these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr E. D. Akinbowale (Ijebu North): First 
and foremost, I have to congratulate the 
Minister of Establishments for all he has been 
able to do in his Ministry, particularly for 
Nigerianising most of the posts in his Ministry. 
Here, also, we have to discuss matters relating 
to the Federal Public Service and these matters 
must be of overall interest to civil servants. I 
want to invite the attention of the Minister to 
certain snags in the Federal Public Service. 
The snags are : the way appointments are 
made, the way promotions are made, the way 
selections for special jobs are made, and 
leave matters. I will treat them one by one. 

On the question of appointment, I would 
strongly advise the Minister-

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo South West) : On a 
point of order, I want to announce that we 
have increased our number by one . 

The Chairman : We shall have to check 
the increase. 

Mr Akinbowale : When appointments are 
to be made, there should be no tendency 
towards thinking that anybody belongs to . a 
special tribe or that certain personalities are 
the relatives of the appointees. Rather, 
appointments should be mainly based on merit 
and qualifications. It is disappointing to 
observe that when an applicant who has all 
the required qualifications for any job presents 
himself for employment, that applicant will be 
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turned out because he has no connections or corruption begins there. The Head of that 
that he is not a relative of any of the 'big-guns' Ministry would ask, "Are you Miss so and so ?" 
of that Ministry. It is more discouraging to He will further be tempted to say, "If you 
find that in place of a well qualified applicant, come here again, you will be considered." In this 
a mediocre or somebody who does not even case, the head of that Ministry will take 
possess any qualification, is given that job. advantage of the applicant and go farther to 
This is very discouraging and must be stopped. prepare a good report about the applicant and 

pass it on to the overall chief. This is very 
bad and must be stopped in the Federal 
public service. In other words there should 
be fair treatment for each and every one. 

As regards promotion, only those who have 
been through the mills in the civil service will 
appreciate all the difficulties of the civil 
servants. Promotion should be based mainly 
on merit, qualifications and experience in the 
service. It should not be based on relation
whether the applicant is qualified or not. 
There are instances of many people who were 
promoted to certain posts for which they were 
not otherwise qualified. 

An hon. Member : How did the hon. 
Member know ? 

Mr Akinbowale : I knew by experience. 
If you like, I will cite instances. We should 
be fair to ourselves. We are talking in the 
interest of the Federal Public Service and when 
we talk, we do not do so because we are 
concerned personally, but because our children, 
our relatives and our people in Nigeria are 
concerned. We must be fair to all concerned. 

An hon. Member : Be specific. 

Mr Akinbowale : There is no need for this 
at the moment. 

Corning to the selection of people for certain 
special jobs in the Federal Public Service, 
I would ask that it be based mainly on the 
qualifications of individuals. When a man is 
required to do a special job, the authorities 
must have studied and must have been satisfied 
with the performances of the person selected, 
the person must hold the requisite qualification 
and have the necessary experience. Conside
ration should not be given to an individual 
because he is from the East, North or West. 
I strongly emphasise that it should be based on 
merit and this will save us from all the ineffi
ciency we hear about in the Federal Public 
Service. I am sure, Members will agree with 
me when I say that if these snags are removed 
corruption will be reduced to the minimum in 
the Federal Public Service. 

There are cases when applicants go to the 
Heads of certain Ministries to ask for employ
ment. If that applicant happens to be a female, 

About the question of leave, hon. Members 
will appreciate that leave is earned by every 
civil servant after a certain period has been 
covered. By this I mean that if one spends 
one year, one is entitled to leave according to 
one's grade. But invariably, there are occa
sions when a civil servant will not be permitted 
to go on leave because of pressure of work in 
his section of the Ministry. When such 
occasion arises it is not the fault of the civil 
.servant concerned, but because of pressure 
of work in the Ministry where he works. 

This brings in this question of accumulation 
of leave. When accumulation does occur or 
when it is necessary to accumulate leave, of 
course, the civil servant must be allowed to 
enjoy his leave in full. However, I would 
suggest another alternative for the consideration 
of the Minister. When a civil servant is away 
on leave for three to six months, the service will 
certainly suffer as a result of his absence. 
It would therefore, be good if a portion is 
granted to him and a portion which the civil 
servant will not enjoy, be paid for. That was 
done with satisfaction in the Railway Corpora
tion sometime ago and the service did not suffer. 
I do not know whether it is still in practice now. 
If that is introduced, the service will not suffer 
because there are certain people who iJ.re 
always required in a section of their Ministry. 
If such people are allowed to enjoy part of 
their leave and the balance is paid for, I think 
there will be no congestion and everybody will 
be given due satisfaction. 

I have not much to say, so with these few 
remarks, I beg to support. 

The Minister of Establishments and 
Service Matters (Hon. J. C. Oba:nde): I have 
listened attentively to the observations from all 
sides of this House and I feel that nearly' all 
Members who spoke, spoke on the same thing 
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and almost tal\.:ed about what Members have 
already mentioned. As this is the case, I am 
going to reply to Members in general. 

I am very surprised to hear from Members 
about the employment of people from a certain 
Region. This has been the main speech of 
nearly all the hon. Members of this House, 
both from my right and from hon. Members 
opposite me. I can say that it is far from the 
truth that there is a sort of partiality or dis
crimination or favouritism, in the employment 
of the people of this country. There is nothing 
like that at all. In our Selection Board or in 
the Federal Public Service Commission, hon. 
Members know all the Regions are represented 
and they are doing their best to please Members 
of this House and they are still doing what 
everybody has said they have done rightly. 

An hon. Member spoke about our boys from 
overseas and said that we do not care to employ 
them. I want to assure the hon. Member, I 
think the hon. Member for Awka Central (Mr 
Muojeke), that when we send these boys and 
girls overseas on scholarship, certainly we 
mean that they should serve the Government 
when they return to this country and when 
they come back, we have always done our best 
to employ them. There is no doubt at all 
that many of them have been employed. 
Some of them however would like to join the 
firms or corporations. It is not our intention 
to force them. You should remember that 
many of those boys from overseas went under 
our scholarship and they are bound to serve 
the Federal Government. 

The hon. Member for Ikot Ekpene South 
(Mr Afanideh), talked about Nigerianisation. 
I remember that in my Ministerial statement 
during the Second Reading of the 1963-64 
Appropriation Bill when I gave an account 
of my stewardship in this Ministry, I told 
you that we are not lacking at all in the ques
tion of Nigerianisation and I said particularly 
that towards the end of this year all the key 
posts will be Nigerianised. You can see from 
that that already there are . about 98 per cent 
holding such posts and in a few months they 
will all be Nigerianised. You can see that we 
are doing our best (Hear, hear). 

I am very surprised to hear that some 
hon. Members here accuse our civil servants 
of corruption. There is nothing like that 

at all. When we talk of Nigerianisation, we are 
really Nigerianising for the benefit of this 
country and, of course, there is no corruption 
at all, as far as our civil servants are concerned. 
They are doing the best they can for the country 
and for themselves. It is wrong of Members to 
accuse any officer of corruption. There is 
no corruption at all, as far as they are con
cerned. 

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aha Urban): On a 
point of order, may we know how many 
Members of the civil service that have been 
convicted because of corruption from 1962 to 
1963 ? 

The Chairman : Order. As I have said 
several times on the Floor of this House, what
ever we say in this House is read widely all 
over the world and there are statements that 
must be made in the interest of the country 
for record purposes. 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : On a point 
of order, the Minister is making himself a 
laughing stock. 

The Chairman : The Chair is not aware 
that the Minister is making a laughing stock 
of himself. I think what the Chair is doing 
is clearing dubious official statements on matters 
that could be widely misunderstood abroad. 

The Minister of Establishments : If any 
Member thinks that he has found any officer 
corrupt, I think the appropriate thing he 
should do is to bring the man forward to the 
Police and we will look into it. I said I am 
not aware, and if the hon. Member for Aha 
Urban (Mr Okoronkwo) wants to ask a ques
tion he should bring the question to the 
Floor of this House and I will answer him. 
But as far as the Federal Public Service is 
concerned, I have no idea and I have no 
notice at all of anybody who has been jailed. 

An hon. Member spoke about accumulation 
of leave and he cited the Western Region 
as an instance. I can assure him that we 
have, for many years now, taken steps to see 
that all our staff go on leave annually and they 
are doing so. The idea of referring us to the 
Western Region is belated. We have been 
doing so ourselves. 

I take this chance to thank those hon. 
Members who have said very nice things about 
my Ministry and I want to say exactly that I 

(858) 



1687 [Appropriation (1963 -64) 

Federal Parliament Debates 

20 APRIL 1963 Bill : Committee 1688 

have taken notice of those observations they 
have placed before me and I will look into them 
(Hear, hear). 

£527,480 for Head 39-Ministry of Establish
ments and Service Matters-ordered to stand 
part of the Schedule. 

The Chairman : May I remind hon. 
Members that we still have our Ministry 
of Finance, Board of Customs and Inland 
Revenue. 

HEAD 40.-PENSIONS AND GRATUITIES 
£824,750 for Head 40-Pensions and Gratui

ties-ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 41-MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
Question proposed, That £2,204,600 for Head 

41.-Ministry of Finance-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Mr B. N. Ukaegbu (Owerri South East): I 
am happy that the hon. Minister of Finance is 
here now. 

The point I want to bring to his notice is the 
question of the National Savings Campaign and 
the progress of the scheme for Premium Bonds 
and Saving Certificates. It is obvious that both 
the Ministry of Finance and the people of this 
country would want Nigerians of all status to 
save as much as possible. So much money has 
so far been spent in publicising the National 
Savings campaign, and on top of that Ministers 
have been going out of Nigeria to seek for 
foreign loans. But I want to ask whether it has 
ever come to the mind of the hon. Minister of 
Finance that in some other parts of the world, 
when people want to save there is the possibility 
of using a little bit of compulsion on savings 
and, apart from increases in income tax and 
import duties, that it is possible to make people 
save compulsorily to aid the development of 
their nation. I think this Parliament and the 
nation will support the Ministry of Finance and 
the Federal Government if they come out with 
a scheme whereby all wage-earners in the 
country are made to save a little percentage of 
their earnings every month and let this money 
so saved be invested in agriculture and industry, 
and the people that saved this money are assured 
that their money is safe because the scheme is 
controlled by the Governments of the Federa
tion. 

To be more specific, we have just been told 
in the Budget Speech and in the Report of the 

Ministry of Economic Development, that the 
external finance that is required for financing 
our Development Programme in agriculture, 
particularly has not been readily forthcoming, 
simply because foreign financiers want to invest 
in industry where they can expect quick return. 
They are not very keen to invest in agriculture 
because that means tying up their capital for a 
long time, and they do not know whether there 
will be expropriation or nationalisation. But if 
the Minister of Finance comes up with a scheme 
whereby five per cent of the earnings of every 
man and woman is taken out of his or her salary 
and either premium bond or saving certificate is 
given to him or her, and this applies to those 
working for the Government as well as those 
working for the firms, then the money that is 
used in campaigning and publicity is used in 
explaining to the people the need for making 
them save in this country, I think that nobody 
will oppose it; the public will support it. The 
money compulsorily saved in the East will be 
credited to the Agricultural and Industrial Bank 
in the Eastern Region and is used to finance 
agricultural development in that region ; the 
money that is also compulsorily saved in the 
North will be credited to the Agricultural and 
Industrial Bank in the North for the purpose of 
agricultural development in that region as well. 

I am sure the only thing that will deter 
the Federal Government from considering this 
scheme is the fear that it will be opposed by 
the public in Nigeria. But we can assure the 
hon. Minister of Finance that the people of 
this country have confidence in the future of 
their nation and that they have confidence 
also in the people that are ruling them now. 
They would not suspect that the money is 
going to he spent in a bad way. I do not want 
to say anything more because I want the hon. 
Minister of Finance's attention to focus on 
this particular issue. Compulsory savings in 
Nigeria, if introduced, will show that we have 
confidence in our people, and it will make 
the people from outside also have confidence 
in us. Nobody will oppose it; this Parliament 
will support it, and I am sure the public also 
will support it. 

I beg to support. 

Mr S. 0. Kolade (Oyo South) : ~ think this 
Ministry is a key Ministry, and I have to 
praise the Minister of Finance for the effective 
way he has been handling his Ministry. Year 
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in year out he has come to the Floor of this 
House to give us the Report of his Ministry, 
and we know he has been handling the Minis
try very successfully. He has represented 
Nigeria on so many international meetings 
during which he proved that we Nigerians are 
capable to mingle with others and to bring 
forth our view on some of the matters which 
are being discussed by other international 
bodies. I think that is still a credit to us in 
Nigeria. I have to praise him in particular for 
the successful enterprise with reference to the 
Federal Bank·which is very successful, and the 
recent expansion of that branch of Bank in 
Kano. I only need to advise the Minister 
to consider establishing more branches of that 
Bank in other parts of the country. We 
need one at Ibadan, Enugu and other places. 
Since the two we have got are running suc
cessfully, I am sure others will run successfully 
too. By so doing, our people would be in 
contact with the Bank and would get to know 
the importance of saving. 

I think we need to emphasise the importance 
of compulsory saving. If we save, we shall 
have more money to run our country with. 
Our money will remain with us in our banks 
and it can be used in the development of 
Nigeria. We can start by asking all our 
Government workers to save some percentages 
of their salaries. If the Ministers of Finance 
in all the Regions will have a meeting and 
decide on what percentage of our salaries 
we should save compulsorily annually, of 
course with some high interest rate, I think 
we shall have more money, and that will prevent 
the Minister of Finance from going out to 
borrow money. If there is no money in the 
State, I do not know from where the Minister 
can get money. But if some of us could love 
saving and we keep some money in the bank, 
I think we shall reduce the need for external 
borrowing. We are in debt and we must 
refund the money borrowed at, perhaps, 
high interest rates. What we can do as good 
citizens to relieve that is to save money. 

I need to praise the Nigerian workers in the 
Ministry of Finance. They are very efficient 
and their work has been running very well. 
I congratulate them. I think the members of 
the staff are quite efficient and good, and as the 
years roll by we shall be able to boast that we 

have got an efficient Ministry which can match 
any other Ministry in the world. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr H. 0. Chuku (Bende Central) : I want 
to seize this opportunity to congratulate the 
Minister of Finance on the reduction he has 
effected on excise duties on some locally 
produced goods. 

One point which I would like him to explain, 
however, is in connection with the reduction 
of duty on omnibuses from 25 per cent to 5 per 
cent, that is 20 per cent reduction. I think the 
essence of any reduction is to enable our local 
industrialists to sell their goods cheaper than 
the imported ones, but it beats my imagination 
why a reduction of 20 per cent should be made 
on omnibuses. My reason for wanting an 
explanation from the Minister is that I am yet 
to be told that Nigerians have started to manu
facture buses in this country. This reduction is 
definitely to the advantage of foreign firms, 
and I maintain that the time is not yet 
opportune for such a step. I want the Minister 
of Finance to make a statement on this issue, 
to convince this honourable House that we 
Nigerians have started to manufacture buses 
in this country. 

I wish to give an instance to show that this 
reduction is to the benefit of foreign firms whe 
deal in this type of vehicles. The Armel's 
Transport Company deals in buses and it is 
they who sell buses to most of our indigenous 
transport companies. 

Mr D. D. U. Okay (Port Harcourt) : On a 
point of order, the hon. Member for Bende 
Central (Mr Chuku) is opposing the Minister's 
action because it affects his company. He is a 
Director of a firm known as "M and K". 

The Chairman : Our Standing Order is 
against imputation of improper motive which, 
I think, is what the hon. Member for Port 
Harcourt (Mr Okay) is trying to do. But 
I would like also to say that we have always 
ruled in this House that persons who have no 
opportunity of defending themselves on the 
Floor of this House should not be mentioned 
in extremely critical terms. I think, therefore, 
that to discuss Armels in particular, when 
there is no substantive Motion to that effect 
and when Armels is not represented here, will 
be going too far. 
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Mr Chuku : I was only trying to give an people exchanging our own currency for the 
example of foreign firms that compete Niger Republic's currency whenever they 
unhealthily with our local traders in this intend to go to that territory. Our people 
country. The Minister gives the impression in the Republic also exchange the Republic's 
that his action is in the best interest of our currency for our own in order to enhance 
people who use the buses. This will not be their trade with Nigeria. The Minister should 
correct until the Minister can make it possible simplify the processes by which trade is 
for the people who run the transport business conducted between Nigeria and her neighbour
to reduce the fares in order to benefit our own ing countries. There is no currency exchange 
people. Unless this is done, I maintain that centre in a place like Sokoto, yet this exchange 
the reduction of import duty by 20 per cent is of currency is going on. We do not want to 
not fair to our people. stop it; all we ask for is our Government's 

M. Ibrahim Gusau (Sokoto West Central): 
In supporting this Head, I should like, once 
again, to congratulate the Minister of Finance 
on the able way and . manner in which he has 
handled the financial affairs of this country. 

I want, however, to make some few remarks, 
· the first of which is in connection with the 
circulation of new coins in the rural areas. 
All hon. Members from the rural areas will 
bear me out that the method of circulating 
new coins in these areas is absolutely unsatis
factory. I therefore appeal to the Minister to 
see to it that new coins are sufficiently distri
buted in rural areas to replace the old coins 
which have now been withdrawn. 

In a place like Sokoto, we have only three 
banks operating, and these are the only sources 
through which the new coins are distributed 
throughout the length and breadth of Sokoto. 
As a result, new coins, particularly the smaller 
ones, can only be found in urban areas. I 
appeal to the Minister to provide more sources 
for the distribution and circulation of new 
coins in rural areas. 

I would also like to suggest to the Minister 
to see the necessity for improving the conditions 
of trade between those of us who live around 
the borders and our neighbouring territories. 
Trade is now going on in exchange of curren
cies. Whether such a trade is legal or not I 
do not know, but the important point is that, 
whether it is legal or not, it cannot be prevented. 
We cannot prevent our people from trading 
with neighbouring countries. In this respect, 
I wish to advise the Minister to provide means 
whereby such trade, if it is not at present 
legalised, can be legalised in a way that our 
people will ultimately profit by it. 

For instance, those of us who come from the 
borders have enormous trade with the Niger 
Republic. It is not uncommon to find 

assistance to improve trading conditions. 

I beg to support 

Mr M. C. K. Obi (Afenmai East) : I have 
only a few comments to make on this Head. 
I agree that the Minister of Finance has been 
doing his best but there is something that 
baffles me under Head 41-Ministry of Finance. 
We have in section 1 (2)-Minister of State, 
£2,250. There are Ministers of State in other 
Ministries, and I cannot see the reason why 
this particular Minister of State in this Ministry 
earns less than his colleagues in other Ministries. 

I appeal to the Minister of Finance either to 
raise the salary of this Minister to what other 
Ministers of State receive, that is £2,700, or to 
reduce the salary of other Ministers to £2,250. 
There is no justification for this disparity. 
I see no reason why a particular Minister should 
be singled out for a particular treatment. At 
least, if we have no respect for the experience 
of this particular Minister in Parliamentary 
matters, we should have respect for his age. 

Several hon. Members : That is true. 

Mr Obi : The other point I want to touch is 
about allocations. I am aware that it is the 
Minister of Finance who makes allocations to 
other Ministries for their expenditure. I think 
I should make this appeal, either that the 
Ministers' entertainment allowances be 
scrapped or they should make better use of it. 
In my view, from the Prime Minister to the 
most junior Minister of State, this item of 
expenditure has not been used. If the 
Ministers cannot arrange cocktail parties, we 
will be prepared to accept "hentail" parties for 
hon. Members and other members of the 
public. Nobody knows the premises of either 
the Prime Minister or the other Ministers. 
They do not invite us to their houses. We hon. 
Members from the rural areas are closer to the 

(861) 

.· 



i693 [Appropriation (1963-64) 

Federal Parliament Debates 

20 APRIL 1963 Bill : Committee] 1694 

(MROBI] 
electorate and we spend more. If Ministers 
want to be enjoying this provision all alone, 
they should also make provision for all the hon. 
Members of this House-entertainment allow
mce for every hon. Member. Vile too have 
people to entertain as the Ministers do. If this 
provision will not be made, then the entertain
ment allowance of Ministers as well as that of 
the Prime Minister should be scrapped. 
Every Minister gets an entertainment allowance 
of £ 500 per annum and the Prime Minister gets 
£1,000. These allowances should be scrapped 
or provision made for all the hon. Members of 
this House. I repeat, if Ministers cannot 
arrange cocktail parties, let them arrange 
'hentail" parties, ·we will accept it. 

These are the short remarks that I have to 
make, and I hope the Minister of Finance will 
consider them very serim:1sly. 

Minister of State for Police Affairs 
(Hon. M. A. 0. Olarewaju) : On a point of 
order, if the hon. Member for Afenmai East 
(Mr Obi) wants to drink whisky, let him come to 
my house. 

Mr D. D. U. Okay (Port Harcourt) : I want 
to seize this opportunity to thank the Minister 
of Finance-

Mr N. D. Ukah (Owerri North East) : On a 
point of order, my name has been on the Order 
Paper for quite a long time now and I have not 
been called. It seems to me that this is an 
omission on the part of the Chairman. 

The Chairman : The hon. Member for 
Owerri North East (Mr Ukah) has made his 
point, but there is no innovation at least at this 
moment. I do hope that the hon. Member 
will comport himself as he has been doing 
since the Committee Stage started. 

Mr Okay: As I was saying, may I seize this 
opportunity to thank the Minister of Finance 
for all that he has been able to do during the 
past year. The hon. Member for Afenmai 
East (Mr Obi) raised a matter in respect of the 
Minister of State in the Ministry of Finance. 
I support the views he expressed in respect of 
the salary of the Minister. This Minister 
should either be a Minister of State and earn 
the same salary as other Ministers of States of 
Non-Cabinet Rank, or he should be made 
Minister of State of Cabinet Rank and let 

him earn the same salary as the other Ministers. 
There is nothing wrong with him. I would 
even advocate that considering his age and 
experience, he should even get a higher salary 
than the other Ministers of State. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : On a point of order, may 
I respectfully appeal to my hon. Friend the hon. 
Member for Port Harcourt (Mr Okay) that it 
looks embarrassing if one Minister is singled 
out for such remarks. I propose to speak on 
it, but I will appeal that hon. Members should 
please not belabour the issue. 

Minister of State (Hon. Hashimu Adaji) : 
On a point of order, we do not pay according 
to age in this country. We pay people accord
ing to their-

The Chairman : Order. That is a point 
of information. But I think it has been the 
established practice that when matters of that 
type are raised the Minister in charge of the 
Ministry should be left to deal with the question 
and give the answer. This question of 
volunteering answers from all corners of the 
House is bound to lead to some confusion. 

Mr Okay : I will only draw the attention of 
the hon. Minister of Finance to this point 
because of some gossip which is now going 
round. 

I also call on the Minister to tell Parliament 
whether it is within his competence to increase 
workers salaries : for example, workers in the 
Mercantile Hou~es, workers in the Houses of 
Parliament and civil servants. It is being said 
that the bon. Minister of Finance does not give 
workers money. I want the Minister, when 
replying to points raised, to explain to Parlia
ment and to the nation whether or not it is 
within his competence to give increases in 
salaries. 

I beg to support. 

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo South West): It 
was only this morning that I discovered in the 
Estimates that we are, after this country's 
independence on October 1st, 1960, still paying 
inducement allowance in the Federation of 
Nigeria. May I draw the attention of this 
honourable House to the fact that from the 
1st of April, 1963 to 31st March, 1964, this 
country has been called upon to spend £1. 5 
million on inducement allowances alone. May 
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I say that the purpose of these allowances was The Chairman : Order, order I I must 
first motivated by the British rulers who came say that I find it difficult to disagree with the 
into this country in those ancient days when objection but I would add that the hon. Member 
Nigeria was accused of being infested with for Uyo South West (Mr Brown) should be 
mosquitoes, lizards, reptiles, crocodiles, and so cautious because if he goes into too many details 
on. In those days, before an expatriate officer he may be anticipating a Motion which is 
was induced to accept a colonial appointment in already filed. 
this country, it was the duty of the then 
British Government in Nigeria to induce him 
with money. So far as this country is inde
pendent to-day, I do not see any reason why 
we should continue to retain this sort of allow
ance amounting to so many millions of pounds. 
As a matter of fact, in the estimates of the 
Ministry of Finance I notice that so much 
has been allocated as inducement allowance. 
May I ask my very good and hon. Friend the 
Minister of Finance-

Minister of Finance : Since when ? 

Mr Brown : Since this morning. Who are 
the people entitled to these inducement allow
ances ? Is it intended for the Minister of 
Finance for accepting to hold his office ? Is it 
for his . Parliamentary Secretary or the civil 
servants in his Ministry ? I want to know 
exactly who are the people entitled to receive 
these inducement allowances. As a matter of 
fact, I think it is time, with the civilisation 
coming into this country now, that anybody 
who comes into this country to work in our 
civil service, be he an expatriate or a Nigerian, 
should give inducement to the Government 
for being given a job. I do not think we should 
indulge in the habit of spending so much to 
induce people to accept offices in the civil 
service of this country. 

Sometime ago, when I contributed during 
the debate on the Second Reading of the 
Appropriation Bill, I levelled some allegations 
which were well-founded on the Minister of 
Finance, which later on aroused the interest 
of the entire nation and, as a result, a Motion 
of censure on the Minister of Finance has 
already been filed by certain hon. Members, 
which is coming up next week. May I say that 
my intention of having made tl1ese allegations 
was not to injure either the Minister of Finance 
or the Federal Government. 

Oba S. A. Oladiran (Okitipupa South) : I 
think my hon. Friend is associated with the 
Motion. 

Mr Brown: Far from it, Mr Chairman. 
May I say that the comment I have made so far 
has gone a long way outside this House, not 
only within it. If I am correct, I recollect that 
some time in 1953 a similar censure Motion was 
filed-

The Chairman : Order ! What is now 
being debated is the estimates of the Ministry 
of Finance. The Minister's salary is part of 
the debate. If the hon. Member for Uyo 
South West purely and simply wants to say tl1at 
he supports' the vote of the Minister's salary he 
should say so and be very brief in doing so. He 
can also say whether he has confidence in the 
Minister or not. But to anticipate a Motion 
that has already been filed and counter-filed and 
so on I think will be going too far. 

Mr Brown : I will leave that for the moment. 
I shall make my comments on it when the 
time comes. 

May I say tl1at within the next three years the 
Ministry of Finance is asking the Federal 
Government to spend about £5 million in trying 
to combat smuggling in this country. This 
sum will be used in buying helicopters, launches 
and ships. May I say, as I said on the Floor of 
this House last year, that for the interest of the 
people of this country we should use £2 million 
out of the £5 million which will be spent by the 
Federal Government to establish industries in 
my area. 

The Chairman : Standing Order 36 makes 
very far reaching provisions against repetitions 
and I think the hon. Gentleman has already 
argued at length on this very topic when he was 
making his historic contribution to the debate 
on the Second Reading. I will certainly ask of 
him to spare us the pains of having to listen to 
him all over again on that matter. 

Mr Brown : Mr Chairman, I beg to support. 

11.33a.m. 

Mr P. B. Olatunde (Ilorin South) : I wish to 
support the estimates on this very important 
Head 41-Ministry of Finance. In doing so1 I 
have a few observations to make, 
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First of all I have to congratulate the Minister 
of Finance for his activities in raising the reve
nue of the Federation of Nigeria by all necessary 
means. But I will be doing a great injustice to 
myself and to the people of Igbomina who voted 
me here if I fail to bring to the knowledge of the 
Minister of Finance that justice has not been 
done to my people as far as encouragement from 
the Ministry of Finance is concerned to all 
honest businessmen. I am saying this so that 
the Minister of Finance should be aware of the 
fact that my people of Igbomina are really 
honest businessmen. They even carry on their 
business here in Lagos. 

These people are very honest in carrying on 
their business and I hope that the Government 
is there to encourage all the honest business
men by giving them loans. Their business 
houses can be seen here and the people can 
offer sufficient securities. But none of them 
has ever been given loans to improve his 
business. 

It seems to me that this Government is only 
out to help those very few big guns in this 
country whereas we hear of the government of 
the people for the people and by the people. 
We have it the other way round as the govern
ment of the few by the few and for the few ! 
I will seize this opportunity to appeal to the 
Minister of Finance to see to it that the Igbo
mina businessmen are encouraged by the 
Government by giving them loans in order that 
they may expand their business. 

The Chairman : Order ! It is not every
thing that has to do with money which comes 
under the Ministry of Finance. Loans come 
under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

Mr Olatunde : With those remarks, I beg 
to support. 

'Phe Minister of Finance : In general I 
think I should say that although the time at our 
disposal is very short hon. Members from all 
sides of the House have been able to speak on 
my Head of Estimates. I also believe that 
those who have spoken have spoken the minds 
of other hon. Members, either in offering 
constructive criticisms or in making suggestions 
for the better administration of the finances of 
this country. 

I consider that my responsibility is very 
great because, if hon. Members are not paid 

their salaries and allowances, surely they can
not eat well and drive their cars to Lagos. So, 
I am very grateful. I always feel very satisfied 
and proud when I am criticised. After all who 
is always criticised ? Is it the man who is 
doing something or the man that is not doing 
something? 

Several hon. Members : The man who is 
doing something. 

The Minister of Finance : Yes. Each 
time I am criticised or accused of something, 
as long as I know that my conscience is clear, 
I feel that I am doing my work well and that 
people are taking notice of what I am doing. I 
can only pray that as long as I am charged with 
this responsibility I should not let down the 
Prime Minister, my party, the parties in coali
tion and the generality of the people of this 
country as well as the hon. Members of the 
N.P.c:, N.C.N.C. and the U.P.P. (Laughter). 
The only exception I have is in regard to some 
hon. Members of the U.P.P. who have not yet 
forgotten their cult in the Action Group. 

Several hon. Members : Who are those ? 

The Minister of Finance : My very good 
friend of this morning's fame is one of them. 

An hon. Member: What of the N.E.P.U . ? 

The Minister of Finance: The N.E.P.U. 
is N.C.N.C. 

There are one or two very important points 
that have been raised and I will · crave the 
indulgence of the House to speak on them 
briefly. Hon. Members have made suggestions 
as to making people save compulsorily. This 
is a very good suggestion but it is one that is 
incapable · of being fairly run. It is possible 
to ask workers to save compulsorily and, if 
I may say so, Government can only do it in 
the case of Civil Servants. We cannot even 
ask companies to enforce saving. I think 
that in this suggestion we always lose sight 
of the teeming millions of people in this country 
who are not among the working classes. 
That is the general mistake that we make. 
We talk about increase of salaries ; we talk 
about cost of living and savings as if only 
the workers will be affected if the measures 
are taken. 

An hon. Member : They are only one 
per cent of the population of this country. 
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The Minister of Finance : Yes, I am vehicles last year, people complained that 
told that they are only one per cent, and I have it was telling on the ordinary traveller, and 
the greatest respect for them. As a matter so what we have done is to reduce duty on 
of fact we are all workers. buses from 25 per cent to 5 per cent to enable 

If the Government wants to take measures 
of this kind we must be sure that we have the 
necessary machinery that will enable us to 
carry them to the farmers and to everybody. 
That is why I feel that what we are doing 
at the moment is good enough- to campaign, 
to tell the people from village to village, from 
city to city and from time to time, the need 
for us to save money. As a matter of fact, no 
one can save what he does not possess, and 
that is why the question of real elementary 
economy :will come into it. You have to be 
able to lay aside something from what you 
earn, and that is what we are telling everybody 
to do, that is why we appeal to hon. Members 
to tour their constituencies. They should 
assist us to tell the farmers that it is not only 
saving money that is necessary, but that they 
should save their crops too . 

We have paid hon. Members consolidated 
allowances to tour their constituencies, and 
that is enough to do so. But if they want a 
van to be sent to their areas, I shall see to it 
that one is sent to Members particularly to 
campaign against smuggling ! (Laughter) . 

My bon. Friend, the Member for Bende 
Central (Mr H . 0. Chuku) spoke about the 
Central Bank. I think that I have mentioned 
in my Budget Speech that we will soon be 
establishing one branch of the bank at Port 
Harcourt and a sub-branch at Enugu, and 
we will consider the possibility of building 
one in the Western Region- I think in Ibadan
within the process of time. 

An bon. Member : Why is the one at Enugu 
a sub-branch? 

The Minjster of Finance : The one in 
Enugu will be a sub-branch because of Govern
ment finance. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem :We want one at Calabar. 

The Minister of Finance : Yes, I do not 
see why there should not be one at Calabar. 

Now, the Member for Bende Central 
again spoke about the decrease in the import 
duty on minibuses and was wondering why 
that was done. When we increased duty on 

the price of buses to he reduced. We have 
done so because we believe, after careful 
consideration, that the lives of people that 
have been lost in these mammy waggons, 
the lorries carrying produce, are so many that 
we must make people travel safer than they 
are doing at the moment. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East) : Is 
the hon. Minister aware that most of the pas
senger buses are built within Nigeria from 
chassis imported at exorbitant duties and that 
imported coaches are by far in the minimum ? 

The Minister of Finance : Those that are 
built in Nigeria are still not safe for travelling. 
If they are properly built, we will give them 
concessions. And now that-

An bon. Member : Even the buses are 
carrying loads too, in addition to passengers. 

The Minister of Finance :That is a matter 
for the licensing authorities. It is not my 
duty. My duty is to see that real buses carry 
passengers and Members will agree with me 
that they have less accidents than the ordinary 
lorries on the roads. 

One last question is the news that goes 
around, rasied by the hon. Member for Port 
Harcourt (Mr D. D. U. Okay). It is not 
peculiar to Nigeria. Ministers of Finance all 
over the world-and I have met nearly all of 
them- have never been popular wfth the 
people because people feel that Government 
money is locked up in the safe in his Ministry 
and that the Minister can go there at any time 
and make use of it, and that he can do anything 
he likes. They do not know that he sees no 
money, he signs no cheques and he signs 
only general warrants for Ministries to dis
burse their money. The Treasury is there, 
independent and with the Accountant-General 
to see to it that finances are properly disbursed. 

As regards the wage increases, this is the 
responsibility of the Ministry of Labour. 
It has nothing to do with the Ministry under 
me. If I could increase wages, I would 
increase my own ! Let it be known that 
I have nothing to do with wage increases 
either in the Government or in the Mercantile 
Houses. If I had such powers, then that would 
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be a dictator's power. I have not got that 
power at all, and I want people to realise that 
I am just one of my colleagues. I cannot even 
impose any duty without the approval and con
sent of the Prime Minister and the Cabinet. 
So, whatever is done, as I said, is done in 
accordance with the policy and system of our 
Government. 

And it being 11.45 a.m., the Chairman 
proceeded to put the Question necessary to dispose 
of the business allotted for this Day. 

£2,204,600for Head 41.-Mini.stry of Finance 
-ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 42.--BOARD OF CUSTOMS AND 

ExciSE 

£787,360 for Head 42.-Board of Customs 
and Exdse-ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 43.-INLAND REVENUE 

£243,240 for Head 43.-lnlanrl Revenue
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Committee report Progress-to sit again, 

Monday. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made and Question proposed, That 
this House do now adjourn (THE MINISTER OF 

EsTABLISHMENTS). 

POWER FAILURE 

The Minister of Mines and Power 
(Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule) : I 
must apologise to Members of this House and 
indeed to all the members of the public, for 
what now appears to amount to persistent power 
failures in Lagos. Twice during this current 
session of Parliament there has been this dis
turbing incident in this hon. House, and I 
can assure hon. Members that I have not folded 
my arms in idleness as if this were not an 
important problem. I have been perturbed 
on the various occasions and I have promptly 
taken action to find out the causes of these 
failures and to ensure that adequate remedial 
measures are taken. 

I must explain fully to hon. Members my 
findings on these various occasions and apologise 
to them and the general public and express my 

apprec1at10n of their sympathetic attitude. 
Members have probably all read the explana
tion of the E .C.N . in the dailies, but I will not 
be treating this House with the geatest respect 
it deserves if I do not, on the Floor of this 
House, give a full and adequate explanation 
of these rather unfortunate happenings. 

As Members are all probably aware, Lagos is 
at present supplied with electricity from Ijora 
by two installation systems, one being the 
11,000 Volts 3-core cable and the other a 
6,600 Volt 3-core cable. 

First, at 9.20 on Monday, the 1st of April, 
1963, the main 11,000 kv cable broke down 
on all three cores. This was a very rare fault 
and very difficult one to locate. The E.C.N. 
immediately called out a number of their 
engineers and put them on the job of locating 
the cause of the fault. Tests were carried out 
on the four mile length of cable through 
heavily built up areas of Lagos. These tests 
did not reveal the exact position or location of 
the fault. As a result of further tests along 
the cable in various directions, it was finally 
detected that the breakdown was within 
Ikoyi Island. 

This was a very difficult task and the E.C.N. 
engineers, cable joiners and labourers worked 
all through the night. As a temporary 
measure, it was necessary to transfer as much 
load on to the 6,600 volt cable, and as this has 
only very limited capacity, it was not possible 
to connect all consumers. Arrangements were, 
however, made to re-distribute, to the extent 
that it was technically possible, the supply of 
electricity throughout the period of blackout 
so that every consumer received supply at one 
time or the other. 

When I became aware of this power failure 
my immediate reaction was that this was either 
due to sabotage or incompetence on the part of 
the Corporation. My investigations, however, 
revealed that the breakdown was due to neither 
of the<>e causes but rather the result of ordinary 
wear and tear on the cables which had been in 
use for many years. I am glad that · the 
officials of the E.C.N., working day and night, 
effected necessary repairs and the supply of 
electricity was restored on that occasion. 

I am very sorry that yesterday morning 
there was another power failure, and I have 
promptly taken action to investigate this issue 
also. My immediate reaction, when· ·I first 
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became aware of this, was to set up a depart
mental inquiry with a view to investigating 
the causes of these failures, whether they were 
due mainly to technical faults or human act or 
an act of God, with a view to finding remedies 
for these seemingly persistent power failures. 

My investigations however revealed that 
power failure yesterday morning was due to 
teething troubles arising from a 33.3 kv 
distribution system which was commissioned 
yesterday. Hon. Members will recall that in 
the E.C.N. planning and development pro
gramme there is a provision for the installation 
of a 33 kv distribution system to be super
imposed on and fed into the existing 6.6 kv 
and 11 kv systems. This constitutes a major 
reconstruction programme to ensure a relia
bility of electricity supply in Lagos. 

Work has just been completed on this 
system which was commissioned only the day 
before yesterday at 5 p.m. The installation 
stood satisfactorily for 15 hours when it tripped 
in the morning. Action was taken immediately 
to reconnect the two old distribution systems 
to ensure supply of electricity in Lagos, but 
the process of transferring to these system~; and 

switching on the two systems takes some time. 
With prompt action the transferring operation 
took 40 minutes to be completed as the switch
ing had to be carried out from seven different 
locations in Lagos Island, and as such there 
was no supply of electricity until shortly after 
9 a.m. 

Contractors working on the installation of 
the 33 kv systems are now investigating the 
causes of the breakdown on the new system. 
The E.C.N. Electrical Engineers and their 
Consultants are also on the job making every 
effort to detect the causes of this fault. 

I am sorry this breakdown may not be 
inevitable, but the indication is that such 
teething problems are associated with such 
installations. 

I must once more apologise to this honour
able House and assure hon. Members that the 
E.C.N. is doing everything possible to ensure 
reliability of electricity supply. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

Adjourned according~'V at five minutes to 
twelve o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
NIGERIA 

Monday, 22nd Apr£/, 1963 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 
(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
African Refugees 

0.286. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Minister 
of Internal Affairs, what is the total number of 
refugees of African descent resident in Nigeria 
and what assistance is the Government giving 
them. 

The Minister of Establishments (Alhaji 
the hon. Shehu Shagari) : I should like to 
explain that any person who comes within the 
category of the term "native foreigner", 
satisfied the Immigration Authorities that he is 
such a person and is not a prohibited immigrant 
is allowed to enter and reside in Nigeria as long 
as he does not contravene the laws of our 
country and can maintain himself. 

Such a person does not have to be granted 
political asylum to be able to stay in Nigeria, 
but is regarded not as a refugee but as a citizen 
of that particular country in question unless, 
of course, the person applies to Government for 
political asylum. As I am aware, no native 
foreigner has been granted political asylum. 

Afikpo Divisional Prison 

0.553. Mr N. Enwo asked the Minister of 
Internal Affairs, how soon he will consider 
building a concrete wall surrounding the 
Afikpo Divisional Prison in order to prevent 
further escapes of prisoners. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari: No 
definite date can be given at present. It is, 
however, Government's intention in due 
course to build a perimeter wall around Afikpo 
Divisional Prison when funds become available. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): Will 
the Minister consider along with the Prison at 
Afikpo the Prison at Itu ? 

0 .554. Mr N. Enwo asked the Minister of 
Internal Affairs, how many acres of land have 
been acquired by the Prison Authority to 
establish rubber plantation in Afikpo Division. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari : I am not 
aware that land has been acquired by the 
Prison Department for rubber plantation in 
Afikpo Division. 

0.555. Mr N . Enwo asked the Minister of 
Internal Affairs, what proposals he has for 
rebuilding the prison staff quarters in Afikpo 
Division. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari : It is 
intended to rebuild the prison staff quarters at 
Afikpo during the Six-Year Economic Develop
ment period subject to the availability of funds. 

Eid-el-Fitr 

0.556. Alhaji K. 0 . S. Are asked the 
Minister of Internal Affairs, whether he is 
aware that some voluntary agency schools and 
commercial firms did not observe the last Eid
el-Fitr holiday even though it was officially 
declared as public holiday and what plans he has 
to check this practice. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari : No Sir. 
Appropriate action will be taken if the hon. 
Member let me know the schools and firms 
that did not observe the holiday. 

Enugu Warders' Quarters 

0.557. Mr C. 0. Chiedozie asked the 
Minister of Internal Affairs, whether he has 
any plans for building modern permanent 
quarters at Enugu for the prison warders. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari : Yes, 
it is intended to replace the prison staff quarters 
at Enugu by modern permanent quarters 
during the Six-Year Economic Development 
period subject, of course, to availability of 
funds. 

Prisons Staff's Service Conditions 

0 .558. Mr C. 0. Chiedozie asked the 
Minister of Internal Affairs, what efforts are 
being made to improve the conditions of 
service of prison warders and wardresses in 
view of the continuous exodus of these 
employees from prison service. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari : The hon. 
Member has already given notice of a question 
on the salary structure of warders and ward
resses. This has been referred to the Minister 
of Establishments who will provide an answer 
in due course. 
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The present question does not specify any 
conditions such as those relating to renumera
tion, leave, working hours, housing and so on, 
which, in the opinion of the hon. Member, 
need improvement. If he will let me know the 
particular conditions that he has in mind the 
matter will be looked into. I am not aware of 
any continuous exodus from the prisons service 
other than normal wastage through retirement. 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

Industries 

0.86. Oba S. A. Oladiran asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, if he will consider 
the possibility of entering into partnership with 
the Regional Governments to set up joint 
industries during the Six-Year Development 
Programme. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Usman Angulu Ahmed) : It is not the 
policy of the Federal Government to set up 
industries that are fully-owned by Government, 
either by itself or in partnership with the 
Regional Governments. However, in order 
to foster their growth, the Federal Govern
ment has invested in a number of industrial 
projects considered to be of major economic 
significance. · 

In some cases the Regional Governments 
have also invested in these projects. In such 
cases, a partnership exists between the Federal 
Government, the Regional Governments and 
private entrepreneurs. This policy will con
tinue during the Six-Year Development Pro
gramme. 

At the moment, details are being worked out 
for Government participation in more projects 
of national importance. 

Assistance for Nigerian Businessmen 

0.160. Mr E. J. Ogunkanmi asked the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, how 
many indigenous Nigerian businessmen have 
received Government assistance between 1st 
October, 1960, and 31st March, 1962. 

Alhaji Usman Angulu Ahmed : Assist
ance is given to Nigerian businessmen in the 
form of either loans, for expansion of private 
industries, or advisory services for the establish
ment and management of their business. The 

headquarters and regional offices of my Ministry 
record hundreds of visitors every year and 
senior officers in the technical section carry 
out periodical routine inspection tours of 
industrial establishments throughout the 
country a·nd offer advice. It is impossio\e, 
therefore, to express this form of assistance 
in terms of money or to state the number of 
businessmen who have benefited therefrom. 

As regards assistance in the form of loans, 
the Federal Loans Board granted a total of 
£400,525 to twenty-five applicants and a total 
sum of £186,500 was made available to six 
loan applicants from the Revolving Loans 
Fund during the period in question. 

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo South West): Will 
the hon. Minister tell this House how many 
of those loans have been so far given out to 
businessmen in the three Regions ? Is it not 
only businessmen in Lagos that have been 
given these loans ? 

Alhaji Ahmed : That is a different question. 
Mr A. Opia (Aboh) : Will the hon. Minister 

tell this House what is the reason for which 
the Loans Board was recently suspended ? 

Alhaji Ahmed : I have nothing to add to 
what the hon. Minister explained to this 
House during a recent debate in this House. 

Industries for the North 

0.278. Mr J. 0 . Ede asked the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, if he proposes to 
establish any industries in the Northern Region 
during the next four years and, if so, whether 
he will locate one of these industries in Idoma · 
Division in order to provide more employment 
opportunities in that area. 

Alhaji Usman Angulu Ahmed: As the 
hon. Minister said in his answer to Question 
No. W.7 at page 25 of the Official Re-port of 
29th March, each Regional Government has 
plans for the industrialization of the area under 
its jurisdiction and the results of the intensive 
resources surveys continuaJly being undertaken 
will guide the Governments when deciding on 
the location of industries. 

Technical Co -operation with 
Eastern Europe 

0.329. Mr F. I. Okoronkwo asked the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, what 
arrangements he has made regarding technical 
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co-operation and aid agreements with the 
Soviet Union and other Eastern and Western 
countries that participated in the Nigerian 
International Trade Fair in order to offer the 
people of Nigeria the opportunity to benefit 
from these countries, achievements in the field 
of technology. 

Mr Ekanem : On a point of order, it 
appears that certain Parliamentary Secretaries 
are not up and doing with their work. It takes 
them ten minutes to answer a question. 

Mr Speaker : Some of these questions are 
rather intricate and they require careful con
sideration before replying. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon . 
F . S. Okotie-Eboh) : Sir, with your permission 
and that of the House, may I ask that the 
answer to this Question be put on the record 
of to-day's proceedings ? 

Several bon. Members : Why ? Why ? 

Economic Mission Results 

0.401. Mr F. I. Okoronkwo : asked the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, from the 
result of the two Economic Missions of 1961 
and 1962 how many industries have been 
attracted into the country and of these how 
many has he sited at Aba in order to solve the 
prvblem of unemployment which is facing this 
rapidly growing town. 

Alhaji · Ahmed : The economic missions 
referred to were undertaken primarily to 
establish contact with the Governments of the 
many countries visited and to ensure that both 
Nigeria's ability to supply a range of com
modities and her aspirations and requirements 
in the industrial field were internationally 
know11 and appreciated. 

The need to establish industries, to help 
solve the unemployment problem and to hasten 
Nigeria's development, in Aba and many other 
parts of the country is a matter of prime concern 
at all times and the Minister feels sure that a 
number of industries which are in process of 
establishment or of which detailed proposals 
are under consideration at the moment, owe 
their existence in some part to the discussions 
and meetings held during the economic 
missions. The Minister is unable to point 
specifically to any one industry as having been 
created as a result of the missions. 

0.294. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, if he is 
aware that Ogbomosho is the fourth largest 
town in Nigeria and whether he will make a 
statement as to what industries he has in mind 
for the town in order to provide employment 
for the people of this area and enhance the 
importance of the town. 

Alhaji Usman Angulu Ahmed: Yes, Sir, 
the Minister is aware that Ogbomosho is one of 
the largest towns in Nigeria. For the rest of 
the question I refer the hon. Member to his 
answer to Question No. W. 7 at page 25 of the 
Official Report of Friday, 29th March. 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East): Will the 
Minister tell this House how Ogbomosho has 
come to be the fourth largest town in this 
country? 

Mr Speaker : That is not relevant. 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Zanna the hon. Bukar Dipcharima): On 
a point of information, I would like to assure 
the hon. Member for Owerri East (Chief Abii) 
that Ogbomosho is bigger than Owerri. 

Chief Abii : On a point of explanation

Mr Speaker : No explanation is required. 

Distribution and Cost of Industrial 
Projects 

0.295. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, how 
many Federal Industrial projects are at present 
in Lagos and in each of the three Regions ; 
what did it cost Government to establish each 
one of them, and what other projects he has 
in view for 1963-64. 

0 .296. Dr B. U. Nzeribe asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, how many in
dustries are now owned by the Federal Govern
ment in each Region ; what do they produce 
and how much did they cost to put up in each 
case. 

Alhaji Ahmed : With your permission I 
intend to take Question No. 0 .295 and Question 
No. 0 .296 together. 

As stated in answer to Question No. 476 
of 22nd April, the Federal Government does 
not own industries ; it only creates congenial 
atmosphere for thGir establishment and growth 
in Nigeria. H0wever, in certain important 
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and/or strategic cases, the Federal Government Alhaji Ahmed : Not ready. 
as well as the Regional Governments, have 
invested directly in industries. 

The shareholdings of the Federal Govern
ment in those industries are as follows :-

Dunlop Nigerian Industries Ltd. (W. 
Region) £50,000. 

Nigerian Cement Co. Ltd. (E. Region) 
£450,120. 

Nigerian Sugar Co. Ltd. (N. Region) 
£520,000. 

Flour Mills of Nigeria Ltd. (Federal 
Territory) £60,000. 

Food Exports 
0.298. Mr S. A. Oyewole asked the 

Ministtr of Commerce and Indu:>try, when he 
will take steps to control the indiscriminate 
export trade in Nigerian foodstuffs now going 
on in the country. 

Alhaji Usman Angulu Ahmed: In 1961, 
Nigerian staple foodstuffs were exported to a 
value of £532,555 ; in 1962, the value was 
£247,043. In the light of these figures the 
Minister is unable to agree with the Honourable 
Member that Nigerian foodstuffs are being 
indiscriminately exported. 

However, he wishes to inform the House 
that it is the Ministry's policy that export of 
these commodities will be restricted whenever 
there is danger that Nigerians in Nigeria, 
owing to shortage of supply, may be unable 
to enjoy their God given bounty at a reasonable 
price. 

Trade Agreements 
0.299. Mallam Yusha'u A. Mohammed 

asked the Minister of Commerce and Industry, 
how many countries have signed trade agree
ments with Nigeria since independence and 
what are the terms of these agreements. 

Alhaji Ahmed : The answer to this question 
is not yet ready, Sir. 

Export Prices 
0.300. Mallam Yusha'u A. Mohammed 

asked the Minister of Commerce and Industry, 
whether he intends to call a meeting of all 
his Regional counterparts at an early date in 
order to find a solution to the low prices in 
the World market of such Nigerian products 
as cotton, groundnuts, cocoa, soyabeans, hides 
and skins, ginger, etc. · 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): On a point 
of order, my question has been skipped and 
that is Question No. 0 .296. The earlier 
ones were skipped because I was late but 
this particular question was skipped while 
I was here. 

Mr Speaker : I do not know whether the 
hon. Member was sleeping, but Question No. 
0.295 was answered along with 0.296 together. 

Alhaji Ahmed : Victoria Island is not 
being permanently reserved for future Trade 
Fairs, but I assure the hon. Member that 
whenever another trade fair is planned a 
suitable site will be arranged. 

Revolving Loans Board 

0.475. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, if he will review 
the policy of the Federal Revolving Loans 
Board to enable County Councils to apply for 
and receive loans for capital development 
projects. 

Alhaji Ahmed: When the Federal Loans 
Board and the Revolving Loans Fund were 
created it was Government's intention that 
they should supply loan capital for projects 
designed to further the economic development 
of Nigeria and in practice most of the loans 
granted to date have been used to assist in the 
expansion of indigenous industrial projects. 

Neither of these lending agencies is geared 
to make loans for capital development projects 
which are subjects for inclusion in the regional 
or national development plans. The hon. 
Minister does not consider either agency a 
suitable vehicle for the financing of capital 
development projects. 

Artificial Manure Factory 

0.476. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, if he has any plans 
for establishing a factory in the North and one 
in the South to utilise cattle-bones and fish 
bones for the production of artificial manure. 

Alhaji Ahmed : As the Minister has advised 
this House on a number of occasions, it is not 
the function of the Ministry to establish 
industries but to create a suitable climate for, 
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and give every assistance to, regional govern
ments and private investors to enable them to 
establish industries. 

Industries already exist at Nguru, Kano 
and Ibadan for the production of bone meal 
from animal bones ; the bulk of this bone meal 
is exported. 

The establishment of a fertiliser industry in 
Nigeria is under consideration, a firm of 
consultants commissioned by the Federal 
Government are at this moment conducting 
a survey to this end and I am sure the possibility 
of utilising bones for fertiliser production will 
not be overlooked. 

Fibre Industry 

0.560. Mr T. I. Etukudo asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, if he will consider 
establishing fibre industry in Eket where the 
requisite raw material is available in large 
quantity. 

Alhaji Ahmed : The Eastern Nigeria 
Government are actively investigating the 
possibility of establishing a sack factory in 
their region and I feel sure all locally available 
fibres will be considered for use in this project. 

The Ministry has no immediate plans for the 
development of the Fibre industry in Eket but 
will gladly give help and advice to any potential 
entrepreneurs. 

Imports from Russia 

0.561. Mr T. I. Etukudo asked the Minister, 
whether in view of the trade agreement signed 
with Russia, Nigerian businessmen are free to 
import goods from that country without any 
restrictions. 

Alhaji Ahmed : The trade agreement with 
Russia has only been initialled. Before it 
comes into force it has to be signed and ratified. 
Until these formalities are completed no 
change can be effected. 

Industries for Enugu 

0.573. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, what industries 
he proposes to establish in and around Enugu, 
in order to harness other uses of coal. 

Alhaji Ahmed : I am sorry Sir, the answer 
to this question is not ready. 

Markets for Export Produce 
0.630. Mr R. N. Muojeke asked the 

Minister of Commerce and Industry, if he 
will state in what countries of Europe and Asia 
he is finding world market for Nigeria palm 
produce the prices of which are now steadily 
falling. 

Alhaji Ahmed : Nigeria is finding markets 
for Nigerian palm produce as well as other 
commodities in all countries of the world where 
there is a likely demand. Among countries in 
Europe and Asia in which markets are being 
looked for are: Germany, Denmark, Sweden, 
Hollan :i, Italy, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Bul
garia, Hungary, India and Pakistan. 

Mr M. B. Afanideh (Ikot Ekpene South): 
May I know what efforts the Minister is making 
to increase the prices of these important 
products? 

Mr Speaker : This is a new question. 

Heavy Industry for Owerri 
0.704. Mr A. U. D. Mbah asked the 

Minister of Commerce and Industry, if he will 
consider establishing heavy industry in Owerri 
Division which has been _appealing to the 
Government for such an industry as a pressing 
necessity. 

Alhaji Ahmed : Reports on their resources, 
surveys and feasibility studies so far conducted 
do not indicate any economic advantage such 
as availability of raw materials, to justify the 
setting-up of a heavy industry in Owerri 
Division. 

I would add, for the information of the hon. 
Member, that the request for the location of 
industries in particular places should more 
appropriately be made to the competent 
regional government. 

Chief D. N. Abii : Will the Parliamentary 
Secretary confess to this House that it is only 
the availability of raw materials that will 
make it possible for setting up an industry in 
a place? 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : This question does not arise. Industries 
are set up, if, 

(a) there is labour available. 

(b) there is raw material available, 
(c) it is politically convenient to do so. 

It is for Members then to go and report to the 
Eastern Region. 
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Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : On a point of 
order, what does the hon. Gentleman mean by 
"politically convenient" ? 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : It means that if I am the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, industries will not be 
set up in the constituency of the Member for 
Degema. 

Discriminatory Tariffs 

0.707. Mr T. I. Etukudo asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, if he will make a 
brief statement on the implications of the 
discriminatory tariff proposed to be imposed on 
certain products from African countries by the 
associated countries of the European Common 
Market. 

Alhaji Ahmed : The answer to this question 
is not ready. 

JUSTICE 

Barristers 

0.161. Mr E. J. Ogunk.anmi asked the 
Attorney-General and Minister of Justice, how 
many practising Barristers are there in Nigeria 
and how many Law students are yet in the 
United Kingdom and in the Federal Law 
School. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Justice (Mr R. B. K. Okafor) : 
1,130 legal practitioners are enrolled in the 
Supreme Court. The number of Nigerian Law 
students in the United Kingdom is 877. A 
new course opened at the Nigerian Law School 
on April 16th, and already about sixty students 
have registered for the three months' course. 

The hon. Member's attention is directed to 
the answer to question 0.193. 

Privy Council 

0.631. Mr L. J. Dosunmu asked the 
Attorney-General and Minister of Justice, 
whether Government will consider introducing 
legislation abolishing appeals from the Federal 
Supreme Court to the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council. 

Mr Okafor : This is under the consideration 
of the Government, and will be one of the 
points to be considered at our next review of the 
Nigerian Constitution. 

0 .632. Mr L. J. Dosunmu asked the 
Attorney-General and Minister of Justice, 
how many seditious cases were charged to 
Courts in Lagos between the years 1950-59 and 
1960-61. 

Mr Okafor : As from 1st October, 1960, 
only one newspaper-the Sunday Express
and its Editor-Mr Dapo Fatogun-have been 
successfully prosecuted for sedition in the 
Federal Territory of Lagos. 

It will be recalled by hon. Members, that the 
hon. Attorney-General of the Federation and 
Minister of Justice appeared for the Crown in 
the Supreme court in that case. 

As the Federal Ministry of Justice is not 
responsible for the prosecution of any such 
offence in the Regions, it cannot supply details 
of such prosecutions there. 

Mr Speaker : It is 10.30 now, and under 
Standing Orders no further questions will ·be 
entertained. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

BusiNEss oF THE HousE 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh): I beg to move, That the 
Proceedings of the Committee of Supply and on 
the Report from the Committee be exempted at 
this day's sitting from the provisions of Standing 
Order 4 (Sittings of the House), provided that 
the sitting shall be suspended at 6 p.m. until 
9 p.m. ; that at 12 midnight, unless the business 
allotted for the day has been concluded earlier, 
the Chairman shall at that hour proceed to 
interrupt the Proceedings thereon and to put 
the Questions necessary to dispose of such 
business. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation 
(Hon. R. A. Njoku) : I beg to second. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : In my opinion, 
this is a very unjustified way of guillotining the 
proceedings of this House. Does it then mean 
that if at 12 midnight we have about three to 
four Heads of Estimates still undebated, with
out debate at all, the Chairman will proceed to 
wind up the whole debate ? 

Several Hon. Members : Yes. 
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Mr Briggs : If the Leader of the House feels 
that there are too many Heads of Estimates on 
any particular Bill, he should reduce the Heads 
of Estimates so as to afford hon. Members time 
to debate the few that are allotted to any day in 
full, instead of guillotining them at 12 midnight. 
If we do not finish we ought to continue the 
following day. 

Chief A. F. Odula na (Ijebu South): I think 
that what the Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) 
is saying now is not for the Minister of Finance. 
The Business Committee has already-

The Chairman : It is not yet the hon. 
Gentleman's turn to intervene. 

Mr Briggs : It is up to this House whether to 
accept or reject the Minister's Motion on the 
Business of the Committee of Supply, and I 
wish to object very, very strongly to this kind of 
guillotining of the business of the House. If 
the hon. Leader of the House does not want us 
to go on with the debate let him frankly say so. 

The Minister of Finance : I am quite 
certain that the House disapproves of the point
less arguments raised by my hon. Friend, the 
Member for Degema. I think the hon. Gentle
man is a bit worried about his stevedoring 
contract that is giving way in his home town 
and, therefore, he is not prepared to reason. 

I think hon. Members should make points on 
the Floor of this House that are reasonable. The 
fact of the case is that the decisions regarding 
the number of days that are allotted in the 
Committee of Supply are laid down in the 
Standing Orders of this House, and these are 
being complied with by the arrangements that 
have been made and embodied in the Business 
Statement which I made on the Floor ot this 
House, and was accepted by the whole House. 
I do not know how one isolated Member should 
come here and try-

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South) : I wish 
that hon. Members would remember that at the 
beginning of this Session we had accepted 
night sittings without rancour, and I am just 
wondering what has come to the mind of my 
hon. Friend, the Member for Degema, to make 
him decide to oppose this Motion. 

Mr Briggs : On a point of order, I do not 
know if the "Useless People's Party" is bound 
to the Government willy-nilly. I think w ~ 
should-(! nterruptions ). 

Committee] 

Question put and agreed to. 
Resolved, That the proceedings of the 

Committee of Supply and on the Report from 
the Committee be exempted at this day's 
sitting from the provisions of Standing Order 4 
(Sittings of the House), provided that the 
sitting shall be suspended at 6 p.m. until 
9 p.m. ; that at 12 midnight, unless the business 
allotted for the day has been concluded earlier, 
the Chairman shall at that hour proceed to 
interrupt the Proceedings thereon and to put 
the Questions necessary to dispose of such 
business. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
APPROPRIATION (1963-64) BILL 

(FOURTH ALLOTTED DAY): CONSIDERED IN 
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLy 

HEAD 44-MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS AND CoMMONWEALTH RELATIONS 

Question proposed, That £2,824,910 for 
Head 44-Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Commonwealth Relations-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo South West) : Mr 
Chairman-

Or B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West) : On a point 
of order, in all fairness to the Member for Uyo 
South West, I think it is a verv bad omen for 
him to open the debate for us on Foreign 
Affairs. 

The Chairman : I am afraid it is only good 
parliamentary practice that we hear the voice 
of the Opposition first. 

An .hon. Member: The hon. Gentleman's 
name is not on the Order Paper to table any 
Motion. I think there are many of us whose 
names are down-

The Chairman : They will be called in 
due course. 

Mr Brown : I do not know why hon. 
Members should be afraid of me. As a 
matter of fact, to-day is a very good day, at 
least a sign of it is that I am wearing a suit 
to-day ! (Laughter) . 

I will start by congratulating the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth Relations 
on his appointment to the Ministry. 

Last year, we were really very cordial to 
the hon. Minister because he took up the 
L >pointment a few months before Parliament 
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assembled for the Budget Session, but I do 
not think he is going to have it easy-going 
this year. Since he has been in that Ministry 
for a considerable time now he should be in 
a better position to satisfy the nation as far as 
the Foreign Ministry is concerned. 

I would start first of all from what has taken 
place in the United States of America. The 
hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs and Common
wealth Relations, together with hon. Members 
from all sides of this House, will surely be 
shocked that in the Nigeria Office in the 
United States some of this country's personnel 
are not given the privilege of diplomatic 
immunity. There are some of them who 
were sent out abroad, especially to the United 
States, without satisfactory arrangements made 
for granting them diplomatic over. 

I would like the Minister to tell this honour
able House on what criteria he bases the 
granting of diplomatic immunity to civil 
servants seconded to the United States. I 
understand that any personnel sent out from 
this country to the States who is not closely 
related to the hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs 
will not be granted that privilege. 

Mr B. N. Ukegbu (Owerri South Easo:): On 
a point of order, it is against the rule of debate 
here for any one to impute improper motives 
to a Member of this House. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Com
monwealth Relations (Hon. Jaja Wachuku): 
I am sorry that the hon. Member for Uyo 
South West (Mr Brown) should make such a 
statement. I have no relation, directly or 
indirectly, in any Embassy, in Washington, 
in the United Nations or anywhere in the 
United States connected with the Foreign 
Ministry. 

Mr Brown : I have a specific case of some
body who was sent out to our Embassy in the 
United States and who comes from Calabar 
Province. This man, I am told because he 
comes from my Province was refused the 
grant of diplomatic immunity, and was left 
in that country for almost three years ; and 
the only reason given by the Ministry for not 
granting that privilege was that he belongs to 
a minority area. 

Mr W. J. Falaiye (Ondo North East) : On 
a Point of order, I believe that the hon. 

Member for Uyo South West (Mr Brown) is 
very corrupt and that is why he is accusing other 
people. 

Mr Brown : I would very much like my 
hon. Friend to withdraw that statement. His 
statement is unparliamentary and I do not 
think a man like him from an interior part of this 
country should be allowed to make such a 
statement on the Floor of this House. 

The Minister oflnformation (Hon. T. 0. 
S. Benson): It is contrary to the decency of 
the Parliament and it is very wrong for any hon. 
Member to call anybody in this House a 
corrupt person. The hon. Member should 
withdraw his statement. 

Mr Brown : As I was saying, there was one 
particular case where someone was sent out 
of the United States and because he was 
refused diplomatic immunity he was sent back 
to this country. It was even published in one 
of our national newspapers and the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs up to the present moment 
refused to make a statement as to why that 
particular personnel was refused diplomatic 
immunity. I want him to make that statement 
to-day. 

The Chairman : This is a detail which 
should have been settled between the hon. 
Member and the Minister concerned. May I 
ask hon. Members in debating foreign affairs 
to avoid pettiness that will bring about compli
cations. 

Mr Brown : Another point I want to touch 
is that this country has not been given enough 
external publicity. I understand that for some 
time now, and as Mr Chairman himself is 
aware, there has been a very serious rift between 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry 
of Information. We had on several occasions 
called upon the Prime Minister to make a 
statement or to share out appropriate duties 
between these two Ministers so that we will 
know who is actually responsible for external 
publicity. We notice that to-day there is no 
Press Officer attached to the Office of our High 
Commissioner in the United Kingdom. The 
same thing exists in the United States there 
is no press officer. We do not know who is 
responsible for publicity of this country abroad, 
whether it is the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
or the Minister of Information. I want the 
Prime Minister to make a statement as to who 
is responsible for the publicity of this country 
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abroad. If it is the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs or the Minister of Information, he 
should be bold enough to tell us the truth so 
that we may know what the two Ministers are 
supposed to do in the interest of the people of 
this country. 

I understand in some countries we still retain 
expatriate officers as ambassadors of this 
country. I do not know whether we are still 
justified in doing this. In particular may I 
draw your attention to the situation in Fer
nando Po. I have been informed by a reliable 
source that up to this present time we are still 
taking dictation from the British Consulate 
resident in Fernando Po. As a matter of fact 
this has been the cause-

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : On a 
point of order, there is no British Consulate in 
Fernando Po at the moment. A Nigerian has 
taken over his office. 

Mr Brown : I am sorry my hon. Friend 
has never been to Fernando Po. He is ignorant 
of what is going on there. May I say that we 
lack first hand information of what is happening 
to Nigerians now living on that island because 
there is no real Nigerian responsible for the 
affairs of Nigerians resident in that country. 
As a matter of fact we started sending our men 
to that island of Fernando Po when we were 
under British rule, and at that time it was left 
to the British Government to advise this country 
about the fate of Nigerians living in Fernando 
Po island. May I say that from the time we 
attained independence in 1960 to this present 
time we have been hearing that there is going 
to be a revision of the agreement between this 
country and the Government of Fernando Po. 
So the interests of our Nigerians living there 
are still being looked after by the British Con
sulate still resident in Fernando Po. Un
fortunately a Nigerian would-be Consulate 
posted to that island recently has not been 
given a free hand to look after the Nigerians 
living there. It is what I have seen myself 
because I have been there, and the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs cannot deny the fact that 
that Nigerian has no voice as regards affairs of 
Nigerians in Fernando Po. 

Some time last week I filed a Question for the 
M inister of Foreign Affairs to answer as to the 
Commission set up some time ago to investigate 
the circumstances that led to the assassination 
of late Sylvanus Olym pio the President of 
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Togo. The Government of this country was 
also a member of this commission. However, 
the Minist.er evaded answering this Question 
on the Floor of this House. May I say that 
it would be unjustified for this country to take 
part in any commission of inquiry which will 
prove a complete failure. I am saying that 
the Minister should be bold enough to tell 
the nation that that commission set up during 
the last conference of Foreign Affairs Ministers 
in Lagos was complete failure. I am ·sure he 
will admit that. Otherwise I see no reason 
why he evaded answering this Question. 

We have been accusing the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of having bungled the last 
summit conference of Mrican and Malagasy 
States held in Lagos. The Minister should 
have been very careful about how he handled 
the summit conference by refusing to issue 
indiscriminate statements. I am perfectly sure 
that that conference could have ended ve,ry 
successfully. But the Minister started to 
predict the results of the conference even 
before the conference was due to be held, as a 
result it was impossible even among the dele
gates to agree on the major issues involved. 
May I say that in future the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs should stop anticipating the 
results of any major conference convened by 
him in order not to involve this country in 
failure as far as international matters are 
concerned. 

As I said a few days ago there seem to be lots 
and lots of inducement allowances in almost 
all the Ministries. So much has been voted 
here as inducement allowance for the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. I want to know, who are 
the people to be induced with this money ? 

We are spending £1.5 million for induce
ment allowance alone from this year to the next 
financial year. After this country's indepen
dence we had expected that this sort of allow
ance should have been folded up with the Union 
Jack and posted to Mr Macmillan. This is a 
very serious matter. There is no reason why 
we should continue retaining this allowance 
and voting money to the tune of £1.5 million 
as inducement allowance. 

May I say that according to my dictionary 
and if I am correct, 'inducement' means 
bribery. I would like the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs to give his own interpretation from his 
own dictionary if I am wrong. To me, 
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financial inducement is corruption. I do not 
know, perhaps, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs may tell us that this sort of inducement 
is an official inducement and, therefore, does 
not amount to a corrupt practice. 

I am saying, as I said the other day, that 
inducement in this country was only reasonable 
and justifiable in those days when this country 
was said to be infested with reptiles, lizards, 
crocodiles and mosquitoes and when it was 
almost impossible to get expatriate officers to 
come into this country and work in the civil 
service of this country. To-day, I am sure 
the position is different. I may say that 
almost half the total senior posts in the public 
service of this country can be manned by 
Nigerians, and I do not see any reason why 
we should go on spending so much to induce 
people to enter into the civil service of this 
country. 

If the Minister, the Permanent Secretary, 
or the Private Secretary is not prepared to 
serve this country until he is induced, he 
should be sacked. There is no reason for 
paying these people inducement allowance. 
After all, if inducement allowance to the tune 
of £11 million continues to be paid to the 
most senior officers, the junior officers on 
seeing this will be demanding more bribes 
from the public in order to have their own 
inducement allowance-and then we will come 
to the Floor of this House to criticise them. 

We must from now and right from the top 
stop people taking money from the people of 
this country and from the Government in the 
form of inducement allowance. These in
ducement allowances do not fall short of bribery. 

I think the Minister of Foreign Affairs will 
take note of this and will ask the Minister of 
Finance to remove inducement allowance 
from all our future Estimates. 

I beg to ask that the Head be reduced. 

10.55 a.m. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : 
May I, first of all congratulate the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and his Ministry for the 
very good work they have been doing. I want 
to point out, at the same time, that for quite 
a long time we have been appealing to the 
Minister to establish a purely advisory com
mittee which should be known as the Parlia-

mentary Foreign Affairs Committee. In our 
opinion, this will not, in fact, discourage or 
disturb the Minister's duties but will enhance 
his office and strengthen his hands. 

Very recently, over the Enahoro issue, the 
British Parliament, dangerously misjudging 
its stand, handled the issue through a Common
wealth Committee. Similarly, there is no 
reason why the Minister should object to the 
establishment of such a Committee with a 
view to advising him, if need be, on such 
burning issues as Enahoro, the Security 
Council of the United Nations, the admission 
of Communist China in to the United Nations. 
I wonder if the Minister has any strong objec
tion to the formation or establishment of such 
a Committee. We will only be too grateful 
to kno vv if he has good reasons against this 
proposal. 

I would also like to make just a few sugges
tions with regard to our activities at the United 
Nations. First of all, I think it will help us 
very greatly if the Minister will recall, for 
consultations, our Permanent Representative 
at the United Nations so that just before the 
General Assembly meets, he would discuss 
with him items which are likely to come up 
before the General Assembly. 

Further, I would like to suggest that our 
Ambassadors and High Commissioners, or at 
least some of them, should be drafted to the 
United Nations so that they can gain expe
rience in the handling of international affairs 
and so that they can help by sitting and 
representing Nigeria on the various Committees 
of the United Nations. We ha\-e in the past 
sometimes found that there would not be 
enough men to sit and represent Nigeria on all 
the Committees of the United Nations. 

Again, if I may dare say, I would also like 
the Ministry, when the time comes, to consider 
including on our delegation to the forthcoming 
Conference at Addis Ababa our Permanent 
Representative at the United Nations. I am 
sure his attendance or presence there will be of 
immense value to us. 

May I also appeal to the Minister that in our 
handling of human beings we should bear in 
mind the value of human relations. We 
should be politer, we should be more courteous 
and, above all, we should be more respectful, if 
we should in turn be respected for what we are. 
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I would further like to appeal to this Ministry 
to continue the good work it has been doing, 
especially in denouncing, without reservation, 
both at home and abroad, racial discrimination 
-discrimination based purely on colour, 
religion or language. 

This Ministry must also continue its efforts 
to encourage respect for human beings, the 
fundamental human rights of individuals and, 
at the same time, the realisation of the inter
dependence of all peoples within the Mrican 
continent. Efforts must also be made when 
it is absolutely necessary towards condemning, 
without hesitation, all colonial powers engaged 
in the dangerous policy of repressing and 
suppressing the very unfortunate, harmless 
and innocent inhabitants of their territories 
simply because such people demand their 
right to self-determination. 

Affairs but through other channels. This is 
not very encouraging. For example, I learnt 
that a Nigerian Ambassador abroad received 
a directive from the Commonwealth Relations 
Office when we can straightaway send the 
directive out to our own representative. If 
this is true, I would certainly request the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs to put it right. 

Coming to our membership of the Com
monwealth, I think we have a duty to point out 
to other members of the Commonwealth, 
especially to those who condemn publicly the 
policy of racial discrimination practised in 
certain territories that lip service will not take 
us far and that if at all they mean what they 
say and also stand by what they preach, they 
must at all costs, desist from the supply and 
sale of arms both to Portugal and South Africa. 
In my view we should appeal to Britain, 
through our membership of the Common
wealth, that we are very much concerned ; 
we are very much opposed to, and very strongly 
condemn racial discrimination in South Africa, 
particularly when Britain as a member of the 
Commonwealth still indulges in the sale of arms 
to these countries. We must not, simply 
because of our economic ties with Britain 
hesitate to point out such things, and we 
would be doing this country a great deal of 
harm if we cannot exercise our conscience, 
because of these economic ties, and point out 
what we strongly know to be wrong. On the 
other hand, we are extremely grateful to any . 
country for that matter for any aid which we 
require and which we obtain. 

There is one more point which J would like 
to mention and that is in connection with 
directives or orders or instructions to our 
offices abroad. It is rumoured, very strongly 
too, that sometimes our offices and ambassadors 
receive instructions not directly from the 
Government or from the Ministry of Foreign 

Finally, I would like, once more, to appre
ciate the efforts now being made by this 
Ministry to publicise Nigeria abroad. But, 
may I say at the same time, that it is causing 
the nation some concern that it has not been 
possible to agree as to who, amongst the two 
Ministers, should be responsible to publicise 
Nigeria abroad. That was why I raised the 
issue of external publicity on the Floor of this 
House a week or two ago and I know it is still 
pending. A decision has still not been finally 
taken as to who should be in charge of external 
publicity. This is the only country, as far as 
I know, which has not yet taken a decision, 
which has not yet established definitely as to 
whether the Ministry of Information or the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs should be charged 
with the responsibility for external publicity. 
To my mind, whatever is abroad ; whatever 
action we are to take abroad, or whatever are 
our pronouncements abroad, should come 
through the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
This is only fair and proper. Of course, this 
does not mean that the Ministry of Information 
should not have a say, but somebody somehow 
must come to a definite decision as to who 
should be the overall controller of our external 
publicity. 

I have already appealed to the Prime Minister 
to look into the situation and remedy it without 
delay. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

11.05 a.m. 
M. Albatan Yerima Balla (Adamawa 

North West): I have to congratulate the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and the entire 
staff in the Ministry. 

I would like to speak first about our ambas
sadors overseas. Nigeria, as a new nation, 
cannot afford to keep a full staff in all our 
embassies. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs (Ron. 
Jaja Wachukwu): I would appeal to the hon. 
Gentleman speaking to move near the micro
phone so that we shall all hear him properly. 
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The Chairman : He has quite a loud voice 
and he should be quite audible if he tries to 
speak a little bit more clearly. 

M. Y erima Balla : I would like to appeal to 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs that there 
should be a limitation of staff in our embassies 
so that we shall avoid excessive spending on 
staff. Small embassies should be composed of 
only one Head of Mission with two or three 
members of staff, while big embassies should 
be composed of one Head of Mission and about 
twenty members of staff. These big embassies 
should be in places like Great Britain, 
Washington, Moscow and Bonn. As it is, 
we have only Charge d'Affaires in most of the 
Eastern Europe countries. We have Charge 
d'Affaires in the Soviet Union and in India and 
Pakistan. We have no ambassador in a country 
like Japan with which we have been trading 
for so long a time. And we have no ambassador 
in the Peoples' Republic of China which 
Nigeria has recognised. We have no ambas
sador in Latin America and we have no 
ambassador in some of the Arab Countries. 
It is only in Cairo that we have an ambassador. 

I would like to suggest to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs what I would like to call 
geographical distribution of embassies. In 
Latin America, embassies should be opened in 
Brazil, Mexico and the West Indies. In 
Europe, there should be embassies in United 
Kingdom, Bonn, Paris, Holland, the Scandina
vian countries and Sweden. In the East, we 
should have embassies in Moscow, Poland, 
Prague, the Balkan States, Turkey and Greece. 
We should have embassies in Japan, Indo
nesia and Malaya. 

These are stragetic countries of the world and 
our embassies must be fully manned by 
Nigerians who are experts in international 
affairs. 

Coming to our non-alignment policy, I have 
to say that if we are to be non-aligned either to 
the East or to the West, we must not be linked 
as we are at the present with the West. We 
must always be in the middle. 

Some two or three years ago when the Prime 
Minister was holding the portfolio of Foreign 
affairs, this honourable House was always given 
privilege of debating Nigeria's stand on burning 
world issues. I can remember now that such 
privileges were given to this honourable House 
on the 2nd of April, 1960 and on the 17th of 

April, 1961. Since the present Minister 
became the Minister of Foreign Affairs, no 
subject on foreign affairs has ever been debated 
in this House. 

I strongly appeal to the hon. Minister of 
Foreign Affairs that he should, at the next 
sitting of this honourable House, bring to the 
Floor of the House the present stand of Nigeria 
on burning issues in the world for a two-day 
debate. There are so many burning issues in 
the world to-day, but we do not know where the 
Government is standing. We need to know 
the Government's stand on burning issues such 
as the Laotian crisis, the border disputes 
between China and India and between Pakistan 
and India ; we should know Nigeria's stand on 
the border dispute between Kenya and Somalia, 
and on the Carribean crisis between Cuba and 
the United States. It is very important that we 
should know Nigeria's stand on all these issues. 

Nigeria is a member of the Disarmament 
Conference, but nothing has been reported to 
this great nation. What is the stand of Nigeria 
on disarmament ? Does Nigeria stand on the 
side of the United States or on the side of the 
United Kingdom, or on the side of the Soviet 
Union ? Is Nigeria's stand neutral? We do 
not know anything at all about all these. 
I desire that the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
should take note that we want to know more 
about this country's foreign policy. It is 
necessary that the people of Nigeria must know 
their country's stand knowing fully well that 
Nigeria's delegate was once the Chairman of the 
world-renowned Congo Reconciliation Com
mittee. 

In the last General Assembly of the United 
Nations Mr U. Thant made a declaration that 
all political detainees in Congo must be 
released. But Antoine Gizenga is still in gaol. 
Sometime in 1961 the Parliament of Congo 
passed a resolution asking for an immediate 
release of Gizenga. It is necessary that the 
people of this country should know the view of 
our Government on issues such as this. 

Nigeria has made very remarkable achieve
ments on the international field, but we the 
Members of Parliament still have to criti~ise 
the role of certain great powers in their relation
ships with this country. The British Govern
ment is getting too much privilege in this 
country as well as the United States Govern
ment, but why is the Soviet Union as well as all 
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the other Socialist countries denied everything 
in this country ? We have always been paying 
lip service to the role of not allowing ideological 
warfare in Mrica and of siding nations which 
recognise and accept our sovereignty. We 
should not just side Britain only on the under
standing that that country was our past master. 

I appealed to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs last year that something must be done 
to the idea of completely leaving out Soviet 
Union, Persia, Czechoslovakia, Afghanistan 
and Indonesia in our passports. I explained 
to him that such an attitude did not indicate any 
non-alignment and non-interference in each 
others domestic affairs. This, of course, is not 
the fault of the Minister. This criticism has 
a lot to do with the whole Government, and 
even with me, because I am part of the Govern
ment. 

I would like Nigeria to look into our ambassa
dorial staff position. Far too many people 
are now lumped together in one Embassy than 
is necessary, and this country is not financially 
strong yet to meet this situation. I agree that 
in places like Washington and London, or 
Moscow, we can have as many as ten on our 
ambassadorial staff, but I would urge that in 
places which are very small two or three men 
on the staff would be enough to serve our 
Ambassadors, and as a result much more 
money will be saved. 

I beg to support. 

11.16 a.m. 

Mr J. D. Odebunmi (Egba North): I am 
starting from where the hon. Member for 
Adamawa North West (M. Yerima Balla) has 
just ended. 

I feel that the selection of our Ambassadors 
as compared with those from other parts of the 
world should be fairly reciprocal. There is no 
point in our sending out 50 Ambassadors to 
other parts of the world while comparatively 
we receive only 30. It is necessary that we 
reciprocate the number of Ambassadors sent 
to Nigeria. In some cases, we may exceed 
the number a little, but we should take caution 
that this country is a very young nation, and 
we do not have much money yet. 

Another point that I would like to touch 
upon is about the relationship existing between 
the Ministry of Information and the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs. I would like the Prime 
Minister to make a categorical statement about 
that alleged rift between the two Ministries. 

The allegation has been on for quite a while 
now, and, if not quelled, it may have a re
sounding and ravaging evil consequences, one 
of which may lead to the consequence of being 
infectious-other Ministries might be infected. 

I do not know why the Minister of Infor
mation should not be specially detailed to 
carry out the publicity about the activities of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Ministry 
of Information is quite competent, and, if it 
can work effectively in collaboration with other 
Ministries, I do not know why it cannot work 
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The 
Ministry of Information works in full co
operation with other Ministries. I feel that 
this sum of £14,830 allocated to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs towards publicity alone 
should be transferred to the Ministry of Infor
mation, and it would certainly help to enhance 
more publicity and make the Ministry of In
formation more alert and efficient. 

The last point that I would like to speak 
about is about our students abroad. Our 
students abroad, our delegates to foreign 
countries, our ambassadors, all our touring 
Nigerians, our newly appointed lawyers and 
magistrates in Kenya, Tanganyika and all over 
the world- ! feel that all are expected to 
represent Nigeria internationally. People 
should read Nigeria in them. Great caution is 
therefore, necessary in selecting these people, 
particularly the lawyers and magistrates sent 
to other parts of the world, and apart from 
academic qualifications, their moral back
ground ought to be specially considered. 

Nigerians are moving very fast. Our multi
farious good qualities overshadow our very 
few weak points. Parliamentary immunity is 
not a sufficient licence to wash our dirty linen 
in public. We should know where we are 
strong and where we are weak, and in order 
that we may be well represented in the outside 
world, special care should be taken to select 
those people who have a very high standard 
of moral background. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, particularly, 
the Minister himself, is a true image of Nigeria 
to the outside world, and in his debate, in his 
international contact, we would like the 
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Minister to please present the country in the any step to show that they condemned France's 
best way. The idea of bullying and all these atomic test. This is a sort of discouragement to 
types of things, I think, ought to be reduced to Nigeria, and this has happened because we do 
the minimum. Everybody should take a leaf not have a common solution to our common 
from the attitude and behaviour of the Prime problem. I therefore appeal to the Minister to 
Minister. The Minister of Foreign Affairs see that we have a common solution to our 
was once accused on the Floor of this House common problem in Africa. 
of being arrogant, and immediately the Minister 
jumped up and said, "I am not arrogant, I am 
only proud". He resorted to that attitude 
immediately. I think the Minister should 
always remember the aphorism which says 
that pride goeth before destruction. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau (Sokoto West Central): 
In supporting this Head I would like, for the 
first time, to congratulate the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs on the achievement and success 
made in the Ministry during the last 12 months. 
Ministries are not like Budget speeches in which 
there are slogans, and they are not meteorolo
gical services where one can hear whether the 
weather is fair or fine or otherwise. At any 
rate, I must say that the last 12 months have 
been successful months for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. So many achievements were 
made during the period, and I must say this 
because I have been one of the critics of the 
Ministry in the past. 

I now come to our relationship with other 
African countries. In our relationships, Afri
can unity still comes uppermost in our minds. 
I know that the step taken by the African and 
Malagasy Organisation at its last Conference is 
a wise one, but I must say that the greatest 
danger against African unity is foreign influence. 
We work here and there in order to achieve 
African unity, but there are still foreign 
influences at work, planning to destroy African 
unity. The forthcoming Addis Ababa Con
ference should find a way by which it could 
build African unity. All the African States 
must go to the Conference with a common 
objective, because unless we have that as a basis, 
we are doomed. As we all condemned racial 
discrimination, dominations and things like that 
we must join hands together and have a 
common solution to a common problem in 
Africa. 

For instance, we all condemned the French 
atomic tests in the Sahara, yet it was only 
Nigeria which broke diplomatic relations with 
France. Other African countries did not take 

There is another point that I would like to 
comment upon. We all condemned what 
happened in Togo, where people overthrew 
the constitutional government by means of 
force. When the government was overthrown 
and a provisional government set up, some 
countries refused to recognise the provisional 
government whilst many countries recognised 
it. This is a disappointment to those countries 
which refused to recognise the present govern
ment in Togo, and this is a matter which I 
would like to be fully discussed at the next 
Addis Ababa Conference so that we can always 
have a common solution to our common 
problem. 

The recent event in Senegal is another poin
ter to what I am saying. When Portugal 
bombarded a village in Senegal recently, 
Nigeria did not say anything. I feel that all 
African countries should condemn Portugal 
for its attitude towards Senegal in this respect, 
because this is one of the things which we 
all condemn in Africa. If we should have a 
common solution to our common problem, 
I think that all African States should sever 
relationship with Portugal. If one country 
only takes such a step, it will not have the 
desired effect, and the country which takes 
such a step will feel disappointed. This is 
also the reason why I feel that in the course 
of our African unity we must have a common 
solution to our problem. 

We do not recognise any white minority rule 
in Africa. This is a common problem and 
a reality throughout Africa, yet I must admit 
that Nigeria recognises the Central African 
Federation. There is a High Commission 
of that Federation here in Nigeria. To 
those who recognise this common problem 
I think this is a disappointment to them. 
I think the best thing we should have done was 
not to allow a High Commission of the Central 
African Federation here in Nigeria. 

We must face realities in the Addis Ababa 
Conference. If we really want African . unity, 
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we must have common solution to our 
common problems. So much for African 
Unity. 

Also in the United Nations we have many 
problems in common with other non-aligned 
countries. Here, too, we must have common 
solutions to our common problems. Nigeria 
is a non-aligned country. How we happened 
to appreciate the status of being non-aligned 
is a matter which we should seriously think 
of in this House. It is not just because we 
want to avoid bully in the East or West, but 
I think the reason why we should stick to being 
non-aligned, particularly in Africa, is because 
African countries were once dependent terri
tories to colonial masters. That was the 
basis and I think that the experience which 
African countries had of being dependent 
states is the reason why we feel that we should 
remain a non-aligned state. That may be 
the reason, and unless we base all our reasons 
for being non-aligned on this ground, we are 
doomed to failure. 

African countries are often described as 
excited nations. Yes, we must be excited 
because we were once under foreign domi
nation. That is why the slighest indication 
of domination from any foreign country makes 
those countries which were once dependent 
behave so excitedly. That is the reason why 
I say that we should base our non-alignment on 
this ground. 

In the United Nations, as I said, we have 
so many things in common with other African 
and Asian countries, and I appeal to the 
Minister once again to see that we base our 
common solutions to common problems in the 
United Nations on common grounds. 

I beg to support. 

Mr N. D. Ukah (Owerri North East) : In 
supporting this Head, I am happy to note that 
our Government is standing up to her financial 
responsibilities towards the upkeep of the 
United Nations Organisation. I recollect with 
pleasure the role played in this world Organisa
tion by our erudite and intelligent Prime 
Minister, Dr the Rt. hon. Sir Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa and also by our dynamic 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth 
Relations, the Hon. Jaja Wachuku-

Several hc;m. Member$ ; Jaja 1 

Mr Ukah : He acted as Chairman of the 
Congo Reconciliation Committee. I also note 
with pleasure what our erudite Attorney
General and Minister of Justice, Dr the hon. 
T. 0. Elias did when he drew up the constitu
tion of the Republic of Congo (Leopoldville). 
I have not forgotten even the recent achieve
ment of our careful diplomat, Hon. M. T. 
Mbu who chairmaned the Disarmament Con
ference at Geneva. 8o I must say that Nigeria 
is shining in the various activities of the 
United Nations Organisation. 

So far, the United Nations Organisation has 
done a great deal towards the maintenance of 
peace in this troubled world of to-day-in the 
Far East, in the Congo and in Cuba. It has 
proved its value indeed as a diplomatic meeting 
place for settling international disputes. Our 
expenditure on this Head, therefore, is highly 
justified. (Hear, hear). 

I should add also that our Government 
should urge the U.N.O. to intervene in the 
Togo situation. We have actually taken a 
stand on the Togo issue-that we condemn 
assasination as a means of gaining political 
power. Since the U.N.O. is out to maintain 
peace and justice throughout the world, I 
think it will be in the best interest of the 
Togolese people if that world Organisation 
will help to restore peace in that troubled 
country. 

Also we appreciate that our Government 
takes a firm stand against all forms of racial 
discrimination. The activities of the Kennedy 
Administration in America are highly appre
ciated. We have seen how that Government 
has taken a firm decision to stamp out segrega
tion. That will be a warning to all other 
Governments in the world-South Africa and 
others-that seem to stick very strongly to 
discrimination. Our Government should lea"e 
no stone unturned to see that no human 
being is discriminated against. 

Coming to Pan-Africanism, I have to say 
that the Minister of Foreign Affairs has shown 
some maturity by the activities of the Inter
African and Malagasy Organisation. (Hear, 
hear). Nigeria has shown by example there 
how the unity of Africa can be achieved through 
friendliness and co-operation. But we must 
not hesitate to make use of opportunities at our 
disposal. By the fact of trends in Africa 
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and our human as well as other resources 
we can be a force to reckon with in the affairs 
of Africa. 

I understand that the Addis Ababa Con
ference is going to be the test ground for our 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. Already our 
Prime Minister has been sent a letter by the 
President of Ghana, Dr Kwame Nkrumah. 
That is, to be forewarned, as it is said that to 
be forewarned is to be forearmed. It is left 
therefore to our Foreign Minister not to take 
things for granted. 

One other point to which I wish to draw 
the attention of the House is our attitude 
towards Fernando Po. Fernando Po as far 
as one can see, is geographically a very close 
neighbour of Nigeria and most of our people 
have been going there from time immemorial, 
and indeed most of the inhabitants of the 
Island regard . Nigerians not so much as 
foreigners but as natives. Our Government 
will make a very big mistake to regard things 
about Fernando Po as th;ngs relating to 
distant parts of 4frica and try to go with the 
current instead of taking initiative. We should 
have a very strong and well-defined policy 
about Fernando Po. 

Some time ago a Member said in this House 
that we would one day call our people back. 
That will be the greatest mistake we can ever 
make. This is the time when we should 
pave the way for the teeming millions of our 
people who want to go out and take part in 
affairs of other countries of Africa. So by 
friendliness and by helping them to solve their 
internal problems, we shall be winning the 
goodwill of the people of Fernando Po. He 
that helps you when you are in need is surely 
your friend indeed. I should like the Govern
ment to look into that point. 

Our policy of non-alignment should not be 
used as fetters, it should not tie us down. 
We should always go forward and support 
whatever is good no matter whose ox is 
gored. I am sure that the world of to-day is 
a world of ideological conflict and we cannot 
survive by playing the role of a bat. We must 
each time take our stand and stick firmly to 
whatever is right, we must have respect for 
human-dignity and respect for the freedom 
of the individual. To get that done, we have 
also to work in concert with other countries 
of a similar view. 

I note that there are Passport Offices for 
Lagos, Kaduna and Maiduguri. To facilitate 
travelling in Eastern Nigeria, I would urge the 
Federal Government to build a Passport 
Office at Port Harcourt. 

Under sub-heads 6 and 7 (Other Charges) 
provisions are made for the cost of Nigerian 
Pilgrims Representation in the Hejoz and 
Medical Mission for Nigerian pilgrims. This 
shows that our Government is keenly interested 
in the welfare of Nigerians wherever they may 
go. This is a good sign and I hope the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs will take note that 
pilgrimage is also popular among Christians. 
In the next and subsequent years he should 
make provisions for Christian pilgrims who 
want to go to Jerusalem, Rome or wherever 
they may like. 

Dr B. U . . Nzeribe (Orlu West): On a point 
of order, the hon. Member has advocated 
provision for Christians going to Jerusalem. 
I was just wondering about pagans going to the 
shrine. 

Mr Ukah : I am happy pagans do not go on 
pilgrimage and so our Foreign Minister has no 
need to worry about them yet. 

I wish to draw the attention of the House 
to the nature of assistance given to Nigerians 
abroad. It seems to me that assistance given 
to Nigerians abroad is very, very poor indeed. 
If you compare it with the fantastic figures we 
have on other items of expenditure on our 
Embassies abroad, you will see that assistance 
to Nigerians is regarded as a very minor issue. 
This is very poor indeed. It is a shame that a 
Nigerian student died recently in the United 
Kingdom and was not even buried. 

Several hon. Members: No, no. 

Mr Ukah : When a person is buried after 
many months, it is a shame to his relatives and 
his country. 

An hon. Member : It was a Western 
Region affair. 

Mr Ukah : One hon. Member has just told 
me it was a Western Region affair. Well, if it 
was a Western Regional Government affair it 
is still a shame to the Federation of Nigeria 
because the Western Region is a part of Nigeria. 
Anybody seeing him lying there will not call 
him a man from the Western Region; Western 
Region is not even known in the outside world. 
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I would urge that investigation be made about 
the activities of our Commissioner in the 
United Kingdom over the issue of this student's 
burial and if it is found that he failed in his 
duty, he should certainly be recalled to answer 
to it. 

Under sub-head 107, provision is made for 
rent, rates, lighting and heating to the tune of 
£115,000. This is fantastically high when 
compared with similar provisions for Embas
sies of almost similar status like Washington, 
£15,000, New York, £26,000 and Bonn 
£18,000. How is it that in London we spend 
£115,000 ? Does it mean that Nigeria has no 
building in London for our High Commis
sioner ? Does it mean that the British Govern
ment is not willing to give us land to build on ? 
I hope the Minister of Foreign Affairs will 
explain this issue. I feel that where our 
Government is not given the regard it deserves, 
we should answer with adequate reprisal. 

Finally, in order not to take the time of 
other Members, I would very strongly suggest 
that a committee on Foreign Affairs be set 
up as soon as possible. If the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs finds this impossible for him 
to do at the moment he can start with a Parlia
mentary delegation to countries where Nigeria 
has diplomatic representation. I would also 
ask for co-operation between the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry. 

We like Foreign Affairs as a stepping ground 
towards enhancing the economic prosperity of 
Nigeria. That is why in my short Budget 
Speech, which lasted only three minutes, I 
stressed the need for choosing worthy Ambas
sadors and Members of the Diplomatic 
Corps. This is because, if Nigeria has a good 
name abroad, people will come to buy our 
produce-palm oil, palm kernels, groundnuts 
and so on, and the prosperity of this country 
will be increased by leaps and bounds. 

Mr L. J. Dosumu (Lagos Central) : In 
making my contribution to this debate-

Mr E. 0. Ifezue (Orlu North) : On a point 
of order, Standing Order 63 (10) says: 

appear on the Order Paper and each Amend
ment shall be disposed oj before the next is 
called, and debate on each Amendment shall 
be confined to the sub-head or item which is 
sought to be reduced." 

I filed an Amendment and according to the 
Order Paper I should be the second to speak, 
before the Minister of Foreign Affairs replies. 

The Chairman : After the hon. Member 
for Lagos (Mr L. J. Dosunmu) has spoken, you 
might probably speak. 

11.52 a.m. 

Mr Dosunmu : I would just like to say a 
few words about our Mission in Ghana. For 
some time, even before conditions became 
deteriorated, we have not kept a full-fledged 
High Commissioner in Ghana. Originally we 
started with Chief Kola Balogun who on his 
return to Nigeria resigned his office. Since 
then, nobody has been appointed to head the 
Mission in Ghana. On the contrary, during 
this period of time, Ghana sent an Acting 
Officer here-in the person of a Mr George. 
Later, when Ghana realised how important it 
is that good relationship should exist between 
Nigeria and Ghana, they sent a full-fledged 
Commissioner to this country. That Com
missioner remained in his post for about 
twelve months. Nigeria did not reciprocate 
this either by appointing a Nigerian High 
Commissioner to Ghana or promoting the 
young man who is in charge. It has occurred 
to me for quite a long time that it is Nigeria 
that is to blame for this situation. 

When one looks back at the history of 
Nigeria and Ghana, one finds that the two 
countries are so closely connected. Therefore, 
that kind of attitude will not promote friend
liness. I do not want to say more, other than 
to urge the hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs to 
e::r.plain to this House what is responsible for this 
situation. It is not good that in a close 
neighbour country like Ghana we cannot have 
a proper and full-fledged High Commissioner. 
This has made Ghana to withdraw their own 
Head of Mission in Nigeria. This does not 
augur well for African unity. 

"When several such Amendments are pro- Secondly, I know I am treading on a very 
posed to the same Head of Expenditure they dangerous ground here, it should be the policy 
shall be called in the order iu which they of the Government that ambassadors and 

(884) 



1739 [Appropriatiotl (1963-64) 

Federal Parliament Debates 

22 APRIL 1963 Bill :Committee] 1740 

High Commissioners abroad should not be 
kept on their posts for an unduly long 
period of time. They should be changed 
from time to time. Since Nigeria became in
dependent a good many of our ambassadors 
that were posted abroad have been in that office. 
We all know the likely consequences of some
body remaining in a post for an unreasonably 
long period of time. I think: since 1960 all the 
Commissioners abroad have not been shifted 
from one place to another. I should like to 
emphasis that only in exceptional cases should 
people be kept in one office for four to five years. 
They should not spend more than three years 
in one place. 

Since 1960, we have seen that ambassadors 
that were sent to this country have been 
transferred from time to time to other places. 
Ghana has done this and some European 
countries have done it. It is only in this 
country that people fidget to do the right thing. 
They do not want to annoy this man or that 
man. This is not right. What happens in 
the home service should not be exported to 
the Foreign service. 

I would just like to add one word to what 
the hon. Member for Uyo South West (Mr I. A. 
Brown) said about the Provisional Government 
of Togo. I think the point has been made 
that Nigeria along with other Member states in 
our group will not accord recognition to the 
present Government in Togo, until after the 
Commission that was appointed reports on its 
findings. There has yet been no such report. 
I want the Government to give us an indication 
as to when it will recognise the Togo Govern
ment. We have heard that Liberia said that 
after a properly conducted election has taken 
place in that country they will recognise the 
Government of Togo. We would, therefore, 
like to know whether Nigeria would adopt the 
same attitude-not minding the results of such 
a fairly conducted election-whether our 
friends or enemies win. We would like the hon. 
Minister of Foreign Affairs to give us the 
assurance that prejudices will not be carried to 
the extreme. 

About the forthcoming Conference in Addis 
Ababa, may I take this opportunity to ask the 
hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs again to tell us 
exactly what stand he will take in Addis Ababa. 
I do not think that is a matter of security, but 

we need to be reassured that whatever stand he 
takes this country is with him. We read in 
newspapers that the President of the Republic 
of Ghana and his group will be joining the 
group to which Nigeria belongs-the so-called 
Monrovia Group-in Addis Ababa. By taking 
this step, President Nkrumah has taken the 
initiative of sending to the prominent Members 
of the other group advance notes of what will 
be his .>tand at the forthcoming Addis Ababa 
Conference. 

An hon. Member : Does Dr Nkrumah 
believe in Mrican unity ? 

Mr Dosunmu : Whether he believes in it or 
not, there is evidence of his sincerity. 

An hon. Member : Is the hon. Member his 
friend? 

Mr Dosunmu : I am a friend to anybody 
who believes in the solidarity of Africa. 

As I was saying Dr Nkrumah's envoy has 
met our Prime Minister and given him an 
advance copy of what is going to be the stand of 
Ghana at the forthcoming Addis Ababa Con
ference and prejudices apart, nobody would 
disregard the stand-point of President Nkrumah 
on this question of Mrican unity. It appears 
that African unity is an obsession to Dr 
Nkrumah. He gives evidence to this in 
his foreign and domestic policies. I do not 
necessarily support all that he does but he has 
convinced the whole world of his sincerity. 
We would like to know the Government's 
stand. I think the President of Liberia had 
in his own public statement rejected the stand 
of Ghana. 

The hon. the Prime Minister and the Minis
ter of Foreign Affairs in going to Addis Ababa 
must be sure that they carry the people of 
this country with them-whether they be 
opposition Members or supporters of the 
Government. In doing so, he must let us 
into the bargain. This is what Dr Nkrumah 
of Ghana has done. 

This country professes African unity. I 
want us, when we go to Addis Ababa, to give 
conscientious considerations to the views that 
the President of Ghana has advanced. We 
want the unity of Africa and the best way to 
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start the unity of Mrica is to have an Mrican 
parliament, I, for one, stand for that. It is 
the way to begin to have solidarity in Mrica. 
Africa is split into groups ; you have a kingdom 
of 2,000,000 people; next door you have a 
President who controls 8,000 people ; the next 
door you have another Head of State who is in 
charge of less than 200,000 people. All 
those should be merged together and we 
should have one big Mrican parliament, 
under anybody that will be appointed to head 
it. Sir Abubakar may be the President of the 
African State. We all support it. Any
body that the African nations vote as the Head 
of the African State will gain our respect. 

The point I am making is that in going to 
that Conference, we should not make up our 
minds that we are not going to co-operate 
with Ghana at all costs. That will be awful ; 
that will be wrong. Suggestions should be 
examined with a clear conscience no matter 
from where they come. If there is sense in a 
suggestion, the interest of Africa should 
prevail. It is in that connection that I am 
urging the hon. Minister who is going to head 
the Delegation to banish whatever prejudice 
he has against Ghana or against its President, 
in the interest of African unity. He should 
examine thoroughly the question of an African 
parliament, the question of a common foreign 
policy for Africa, and the question of an 
Mrican high command. I do suggest that 
these are starting points and if we rid ourselves 
of all prejudices, the question of Mrican 
solidarity will cease to be a dream. 

With these few points, I wish to end my 
contribution. 

The Chairman : Mr Ifezue. 

Mr E. 0. Araka (Onitsha Urban) : On a 
point of order, at the beginning of the Debate 
on the Committee of Supply, the Leader of the 
House, Hon. F. S. Okotie-Eboh, made it 
abundantly clear that speakers should try to 
confine themselves to one Head. The hon. 
Member for Orlu North (Mr E. 0. Ifezue) 
has spoken on so many Heads. So many 
of us have not spoken on any Head. 

The Chairman : I think we ought to allow 
the hon. Member for Orlu North (Mr E. 0 . 
Jfezue) to make his contribution to this Head. 
Maybe he has something special to tell us. 

Mr E. 0. Ifezue (Orlu North): I thank you 
very much for protecting me from people who 
would not stand up or catch the Chairman's 
eye. 

Whatever we say on foreign policy, I think 
must be dictated by two things-firstly, by 
national interest and secondly, by national 
objectives. If we decide to go to war with 
any country, then we must make sure that it is 
according to our national interest or our national 
objectives. 

We have been asked to approve over £2,000, 
000 under this Head. This includes money 
for the establishment of nine Embassies, two 
High Commissions and three Consulates, but 
it beats my imagination to find that in spite 
of the unanimous wish of this House, no 
Embassy has been established in Israel. There 
are so many Israeli interests in the country, 
particularly in the Western and Eastern 
Regions. We have so many Nigerian students 
in Israel. Apart from that, I regard Israel 
as a new dynamic nation from which new 
African nations can learn a lot. We have 
established an Embassv in Cairo and we all 
are aware of the fact that at the moment 
something is well known, that is the Israeli
Arab dispute. I am saying that it does not 
conform with our policy of non-alignment if 
we establish an Embassy in Cairo and none 
in Israel. It gives the impression that we are 
with one side of the dispute. 

Again, somebody mentioned the care this 
Government has taken over our pilgrims. 
It is true that so many Christians go to Jerusa
lem to see the holy places. It is even one 
reason why we should establish an Embassy 
in Israel. So, I think that the Minister will 
give us an assurance that he will proceed with 
the establishment of an Embassy in Israel 
forthwith-immediately. 

The other point is that a lot has been said 
about-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Justice (Mr R. B. K. Okafor) : 
On a point of order, so many people are 
talking for and on behalf of Christians going 
to Israel. I am a Christian. I do not want 
to go to Israel neither do I want to go to Rome. 
I like to go to Moscow. 

Mr Ifezue : A lot has been said about the 
person of our Foreign Minister, Mr Jaja 
Wachuku. I think the members of the public 
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have created the Jaja image and it would not be 
worthwhile if the press and radio destroy that 
image which they have created. I think we are 
just beginning to lay new techniques in running 
the government. We must allow our foreign 
policy to accummulate enough historical ante
cedents. The hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr Jaja Wachuku, may not be a smooth per
former but he has other good characteristics. 
I think it will be in the interest of this nation 
to give him a chance to do his work. Of course, 
it does not mean that where he goes wrong 
we will not criticise but I think too much 
criticism has been done either on the Floor of 
this House or elsewhere. 

Dynamism is the key-note of all international 
relationship and I am prepared to relate that 
to the Togo issue. The Minister was very 
dynamic and what I understood him to do in 
the Togo issue was to establish some criteria 
for action for all the Member States of the 
African and Malagasy Union. It"is in keeping 
with our national objectives and our national 
interests to take the initiative in producing the 
raw materials of foreign policy in Africa, and 
I think that was exactly what the Minister had 
done in the Togo issue. 

Now, the other point is the question of 
publicity, which had in fact always been be
laboured. He must keep on saying something 
about it. Nobody can doubt the fact that we 
have very poor publicity abroad. For instance, 
when I was in Britain recently and I happened to 
watch a film on Nigeria : it was on the old 
events that have taken place in Nigeria. There 
should be films showing our development 
programme, something new and something 
current. We want our Foreign Minister to 
project us to show the world that we are doing 
something new. 

Mr F. I . Okoronkwo (Aha Urban) : On a 
point of order, the hon. Member for Orlu 
North (Mr lfezue) is talking about the Ministry 
of Information. 

Ifezue : I want to remind my hon. Friend 
for Aba Urban (Mr Okoronkwo) that there is 
provision for external publicity here. 

Another thing is that whatever we say, 
whatever is our attitude towards our neigh
bours, it is reasonable to expect that there must 
be cordial relationship between Nigeria and 
Ghana, and I would want the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs to do everything in his power 
to see that he restores the good relationship 
between Nigeria and Ghana. 

I beg to support. 

Mr J. 0 . Ede (Idoma North): While sup
porting this Head on which the total sum of 
£2,824,910 will be appropriated, I should 
like to make a few remarks. 

Recently the Disarmament meeting held in 
Geneva flopped, and this was due to mis
understanding between the two power blocs 
concerned. Nuclear tests here and there, 
for various dangerous weapons and many 
other ammunitions are nothing but a great 
threat to the security of the world. The 
sooner an agreement is reached towards dis
armament, the happier the whole world 
will be. Alignment and non-alignment had 
been a matter of great concern towards Nigeria. 
Our policy is that of non-alignment and we 
strongly believe in it because by doing that 
we could stop the war-mongers from coercing 
us into a third world war. We do not want 
to be involved in other people's affairs, and 
we believe in friendliness towards all citizens 
of the world. 

I tender no apology for these few observations 
which I shall make about this Ministry. 
Our relations with other parts of the world 
should be of very great importance to us all. 
But it is my fervent belief that the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs has out-lived his usefulness 
and he should be removed immediately. I 
have no personal animosity against anybody. 

Mr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
On a point of order, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs just took office only six months ago. 
How can he-(Interruption). 

Mr Ede : I have no personal animosity 
against anyone. But this nation should not 
allow any Minister who intends to convert 
his Mini&try into a family place. Recently, 
a sister of our Minister of Foreign Affairs 
was posted to the U.N.O. through the back
door. 

Mr 0. C. Ememe (Aba South) : The 
hon. Member for Idoma North (Mr Ede) is 
imputing motives. I know that in the Minis
try of Foreign Affairs nobody from Aha Divi
sion is in that Ministry. That act of imputing 
motives should not be allowed. 
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Mr Ede : I challenge the Minister of Foreign The Minister of Foreign Affairs (Hon. 
Affairs to state the cost of all the heads of Jaja Wachuku): At this stage, I think it is 
the various divisions. This Minister in my necessary to intervene to deal with some 
opinion, has been doing a lot to impair the points that have been raised here and which, 
unity of this nation by filling all vacancies if left to continue, will mislead the House. I 
in his Ministry with people from a particular want to deal with the last remarks of the last 
tribe in the country. Our Foreign Minister- speaker. He talks that I post all members of 

Mr L. J. Dosumu (Lagos Central): The 
hon. Member for Idoma North (Mr Ede) 
should remove his glasses so that we can 
see his face. 

Mr Ede : The hon. Member for Lagos 
Central (Mr Dosunmu) should also remove his 
coat so that we can see what he wears under ! 
(Laughter). 

Our Foreign Minister is ex'Pected to show 
other nations abroad our customs and tradi
tions, but the contrary is the case.-(lnterrup
tion by Mr L. J. Dosunmu). 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari, Sarkin Bai 
(Dambatta): I have not written any speech 
for anybody as alleged by the hon. Member for 
Lagos Central (Mr Dosunmu). 

The Chairman : Order, order. I am sure 
Mr Dosunmu was not trying to be mischievious 
but rather joking. 

Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East): 
Many Action Group Members are accusing us 
of what they do. We do not like the attitude. 

Mr Ede : On many occasions, the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs has represented the nation 
particularly by the way he dresses. In the 
whole country I do not know to which tribe 
we could attribute the buba that the Minister 
wears, and so he carries the same to the 
United Nations Organisation, \\hile many 
others think that that is our own costume. 
I am looking forward to the time when our 
delegation to the U.N.O. would exclude the 
M inister of Foreign Affairs. He has blundered 
very much. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : (Inter
ruptions). 

The Chairman: Order, order. It is very 
unreasonable for Members who are quite used 
to Parliamentary Procedure to object to replies 
being given by Ministers which are in them
selves not the end of the debate on the Minis
tries. 

my tribe to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The answer to this question is that I do not 
post anybody in my Ministry. It is the work 
of the Public Service Commission. There are 
no members of my tribe in that Ministry. 
But if the hon. Member means my linguistic 
groupings, there are some Members of my 
tribe, but I do not post them there, so the 
allegation is not true. I am not a member of 
the Public Service Commission either. 

There was interruption when the hon. 
Member for Idoma North (Mr Ede) mentioned 
something about my sister. My niece is a 
Master of Arts. She went to the United 
Nations to report and she did her best. Every
body who was in the United Nations at that 
time said that she was a credit to Nigeria 
either by structure, physical attribute or 
intellectual contributions, and I can assure 
the hon. Members-

The Chairman : I notice that thtre has 
been an applause in the Gallery. Well, this 
is out of order. 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : I cannot 
understand what physical attribute it is. 
(Laughter). 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : Some 
Members complained about the dress. The 
point is that the young lady was so beautifully 
dressed that she represented Nigerian woman
hood in the best possible way, and in her look, 
she is presentable anywhere in the world . 
(Laughter). 

Several hon. Members rose on points of order

The Chairman : I shall be the judge of 
breaches of order by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : I want 
to assure hon. Members that there is nothing 
that I do arbitrarily in that Ministry. I have 
done everything with the sanction and approval 
of the authority that should approve, and I do 
not, I repeat, I do not use my Ministry either to 
feather my own nest or to influence things to my 
own advantage. 
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An hon. Member says that I am proud. Members inside and outside this House use 
Yes, that is one of the sources of my pride but I their own pettiness and bitterness to equate 
am not arrogant. the Minister of Foreign Affairs. That is the 

Again. some hon. Members have talked about 
my own dress. The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs is a very busy one. Those hon. 
Members who are wealthier than I can afford 
to wear agbada made with forty yards of 
material, but I cannot. What I wear is a 
business dress and I use it because it is more 
convenient to do so. 

Mr L. 0. Tobun (Epe): On a point of order, 
I would like to tell the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs that we all like him. I want him to be 
patient because I would like to say something 
on this particular Head, so if he could be more 
patient-

The Chairman : Order, order. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : I want 
to tell this honourable House that I am wearing 
the type of dress that my father wore. (Hear, 
hear). I would like hon. Members, when they 
come here and talk about dress, to think of 
tradition that grows from its roots, not an 
imposed one. 

Mr P. 0. Tokula (lgala North East) : I 
think the Minister should consider wearing 
dresses made of material costing only two 
shillings and six pence. I think that would be 
more businesslike. 

The Chairman : I think it is time we got 
down to business. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : I am 
very grateful to you, Mr Chairman. I think 
that what is happening now gives an indication 
of the nature of criticisms that are generally 
levied against the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
It seems to me that these criticisms are not 
directed towards very serious matters. I can 
assure hon. Members that we are always willing 
to welcome constructive criticisms. Our coun
try is new, the Ministry itself is new, and we 
are all trying to build up a tradition in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Hon. Members 
should present facts, analyse them and then 
criticise. We are always willing to take such 
criticisms. After all, I have criticised, and am 
amenable to criticism. Next year, I will be 
twelve years old in this Central Legislature. 
I am, therefore, not thin-skinned about these 
criticisms. What I object to is that some 

only objection I have. I have no objection to 
any constructive criticism whatsoever. 

The hon. Member for Uyo South West 
(Mr Brown) alleged that a certain person who 
came from his constituency was refused diplo
matic immunity simply because the person 
came from that constituency. I do not think 
that any Member of this House can accept 
such a thing seriously. If the hon. Member 
was referring to somebody-I think that person 
came from the Ministry of Information-who, 
I understand, at that particular time was 
posted to New York, I must make it clear that 
the man involved was not a member of the 
Foreign Service and, consequently, could not 
be entitled to the immunities enjoyed by the 
staff of the Foreign Service. The officer was 
not taking instructions from the Foreign 
Ministry, he took his instructions from another 
Ministry and was only attached to the Foreign 
Ministry, and unless he was entitled under the 
rules of diplomatic immunities, I cannot 
arbitrarily afford him the immunities which do 
not belong to him. I would, however, like to 
say that people of such category who will from 
now onwards be attached and incorporated into 
our system, will naturally enjoy the immunities 
that are enjoyed by any other member under 
our system. Hon. Members can, therefore, 
see that it is not true that a member of the 
hon. Gentleman's constituency was discrimi
nated against because he came from that 
constituency. 

I now come to the question of overseas 
publicity. I want to say that this is a matter 
over which some interested persons, and 
particularly the newspaper writers in this 
country, have been mischievous about. I 
could be more caustic in handling this situation 
because I think they have been extremely 
mischievous. If the people concerned do not 
like the face of Jaja Wachuku in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, they should say so. I want to 
make it clear that I was not brought into the 
Ministry because of what the newspapers 
said. Some people have claimed that it was 
because they wanted me to become the Minister 
that I was so appointed. This, Mr Chairman, 
is not true. The person who appointed me as 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs knows why he 
has appointed me. I will not cease to be 
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Minister of Foreign Affairs because the 
newspapers do not want me, but when the 
person who appointed me decides that I am 
no more useful and he wants me to quit, then 
I will quit. I do not regard the Ministry as an 
heirloom. If I am asked to leave to-day, I can 
assure hon. Members that I will leave within 
twenty-four hours. That is quite clear. I am 
not one of those who go about begging in 
order to hold an office and cling to it. If I 
leave the Ministry, I will continue to be a 
Member of this House, and those who knew 
me when I was a Floor Member will agree 
that I was an effective Member of this House. 
(Shouts ofJaja !) 

There was another allegation, that my 
Ministry takes orders from the British Corfsu
lates and Residents. This is fantastic. There 
is no truth in the statement that our Embassies 
take instructions from the Ministry of Com
monwealth Relations in London. But there 
is this arrangement--among members of the 
Commonwealth, if one country has not got a 
a Mission somewhere and another member of 
the Commonwealth has a Mission, it is a 
matter of courtesy among the various Common
wealth members to make use of that Mission to 
serve its own interests. I think everyone will 
agree that if one has a friend, it is not a crime 
to utilise the services of one's friend. But 
when people say that as a general rule, other 
people dictate our policy to us, I think it is 
right that I point out that that is not true. 

The hon. Member for Uyo South West 
(Mr Brown) also alleged that an expatriate has 
been appointed as Nigerian Ambassador some
where. This shows that the hon. Gentleman 
has not been reading his Hansard. A question 
was asked in this connection only last Thursday, 
and if the hon. Member would only refer to his 
Hansard, he will see the list of Ambassadors, 
High Commissioners, Consuls, and their 
names. There is no expatriate amongst them. 
I would very much like Members to be objec
tive in their criticisms. It is not good to be 
destructive. 

With regard to the request that a Committee 
on Foreign Affairs be set up, may I say that 
this House now is a Committee. 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : The hon. 
Minister advocated that before he became 
Minister. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : I did 
not, look at the record. I can appreciate the 
request of hon. Members, but we are in 
Committee now. This is a Committee of the 
Whole House. What I will advise is that these 
brilliant ideas that hon. Members have, they 
should let me hear them now. This is a 
special Committee. They should bring them 
forward now because this is a full Committee. 
When I was appointed Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, I made a request for a two-day debate 
on Foreign Affairs. Then there was a genuine 
request for a debate. I can assure hon. 
Members that when the House is less busy, say, 
during the August Session (the Budget Session 
is always a busy time) I will request the 
Government to agree to a one-day or two-day 
full debate on Foreign Affairs. That is quite 
fair. But at this stage I think that any Com
mittee of the House, the type requested, will 
only cause confusion because the result will 
be that everyday somebody will run to our 
Ministry to tell us what to do ; they will want 
to know what we propose to do and perhaps 
direct us on what to do. That is exactly what 
hon. Members want, and at this stage I will 
resist it. It is not practicable. 

M. Albatan Yerima Balla (Adamawa 
North West): On a point of order, it was the 
Prime Minister who agreed that there should be 
a two-day debate on Foreign Affairs last year; 
it was not the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs: It was 
myself who requested the debate. I was 
appointed in July, and during the August 
Meeting I requested a special debate, so, to say 
that since I was appointed I had never requested 
for a debate on Foreign Affairs is not correct. 

Some hon. Members made reference to what 
they called irresponsible statements. I am 
surprised. When the hon. Member for Ahoada 
West (Mr Elenwa) filed his Motion in this 
House, I had the opportunity to explain the 
statements I made and the result of the state
ments. If those statements were not made, 
it would have been impossible to have had a 
successful conference producing this result. 
The House passed that Motion unanimously 
after my explanation. For the hon. Member 
for Uyo South West (Mr Brown) to raise the 
same matter again, I think, is rather a contra
diction because this honourable House has 
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i:ak~~ deci~io~ on the matter. To change a allocated and that we have full Embassies in 
dec1s10n ":1thm the same Session is contrary to the West but that in the East we have only 
our Standmg Orders. Charge d'Affaires. As the hon. Member 

Mr Brown also made reference to induce- mentioned, it is true that we have not got any 
ment allowance. I think the sum there is Embassy at the moment in Latin America, but 
?nl.y £300, which is paid to an expatriate who I c~n assure ~on. Members that we ~ave 
1s m charge of machines. There are certain applied our mmds to that. We take mto 
machines which are utilised for certain duties. consideration the money available and the 
As soon as we have a Nigerian who can look personnel. I~ is not a good thing to get a house 
a~ter .these .delicate. machines, naturally Nigeria- and put a p~ece of wood there-we mus~ put 
msatwn Will take 1ts course. But to complain a human-bemg and send people who will be 
that we have an inducement allowance of £300, able to work. In that case, we have progressive 
as if the whole Estimate is full of inducement development. 
allowances, I think is a type of exaggeration 
whit-h is misleading. 

Chief Rosiji : £1! million, he said. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs: I do 
not think any Government in this country will 
agree to pay £1! million to one Ministry for 
inducement. 

I want to express my appreciation for the 
points raised by the hon. Member for Kaga 
Marghi (Shettima Ali Monguno). But there 
are other points which he raised which, at this 
stage, we cannot change our views on. For 
instance, he would like a direction on the 
question of China. We have taken a certain 
position, knowing the realities of it. Also hon. 
Members know that we are a member of the 
United Nations and that we have commitments. 
We are factual, we like to do what is practicable, 
what is realisable, and not act just on senti
ments. In international relations our national 
interest prevails in all matters and we must 
examine everything very carefully. We do 
not just act on sentiments. It is popular to 
make a statement that everybody will applauds 
but when it comes to the realities of the 
situation, one finds oneself embarrassed. In 
our own case, we examine matters very carefully 
before acting so that when we act our course 
of action will be respected. That is why, 
although hon. Members may not appreciate it, 
sister states in Africa and the world have come 
to recognise and respect the policy of Nigeria : 
the Mrican States at least-we have tweni:y 
states in the Inter-Mrican and Malagasy 
Organisation .plus others who have now come 
to be convinced that the policy we have 
followed in that Organisation is the best. 

The hon. Member for Adamawa North 
West (M. Yerima Balla) complained that our 
Embassies over~eas sh'luld be geographically 

M. Y erima Balla also complained that we 
have no Embassv in China. It is true that we 
have no Embassy in China, but we take into·. 
consideration our knowledge, our experience 
and areas where we have investments. Siting 
Embassies could be most effective and most 
profitable taking into consideration our en
lightened interest. Nigeria does not feed on 
ideologies. All these ideologies that float 
around, we want to take time to study them and 
understand them before we begin to dabble 
with them. We are Mricans, with distinct 
culture, distinct tradition and distinct purpose. 
We believe that we have our own purpose and 
we have a history that goes to the remotest 
antiquity and which we can be proud of. 
Therefore, when we begin to pack these 
ideologies, we must put them in the cold 
storage and bring them out to analyse a.>d 
dissect before we begin to examine which one 
is useful to us so as to learn and not copy. 

With regard to the question of the release of 
Mr Gizenga, I do not know why Nigerians 
spend more time and energy on things that 
belong to other people and spend less time in 
attending to their own problems. Mr Gizenga, 
as hon. Members know from what they read 
about Tshombe, was a secessionist. The 
Congolese people have been able to settle 
their matter : they brought him to Leopoldville, 
made him Deputy Premier, and later on he 
left Leopoldville and set up another govern
ment somewhere between Stanleville and Kivu. · 
Then they brought him back and, according to· 
the Congolese law, they decided to confine him 
in an area to cool off. It was the Congolese 
Parliament that decided this and it was the 
same Congolese Parliament that authorised 
the statement which has been made by ·the 
Prime Minister, that they an, now getting 
ready to get him released and, before doin~ so1 
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they want an International Commission to 
examine his health because some members of 
his own party were attempting to poison him. 
I do not know whether hon. Members have 
been following the trend of this event. How 
can anyone go to dictate to another government 
to go and release somebody. If somebody 
comes from outside to tell us to go and release 
somebody, will we agree to that ? And that 
is consistent with our policy of non-interference 
in the internal affairs of other States. 

He complained of the British privileges. 
It is true. People go from the known to the 
unknown. I have said it before that whether 
we like it or not, due to our history, we have 
intimate relations with the British here. 
Even our Parliament is patterned after theirs. 
Therefore, we will use what we know to begin to 
get what we do not know. They were here and 
they had certain privileges. In the case of the 
new comers, it will be suicidal if this country 
could open its front gate and allow new comers 
to flood us here and after one year we find that 
we have been destroyed. There is suffic1ent 
evidence to show that if this Government 
commits that indiscretion this country will not 
last for two years before it is destroyed. 

An hon. Member: It will not even last for 
the next 24 hours. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : I thank 
the hon. Gentleman for that. Some people, of 
course the conspirators in this country, who 
know how to plan to destroy their own home 
front, know what I am talking about. 

The Member for Egba North (Mr Odebunmi) 
was quite right when he said that we should be 
judicious in establishing our embassies. I can 
tell him that we do not establish an embassy in a 
place because that country has established an 
embassy here. We look at those who intend to 
establish an embassy here and if we are satisfied 
we say, "It is all right, you can establish as 
many embassies as you can". But we are not 
bound ; we do not enter into contract that as 
soon as one country has established an embassy 
in Nigeria we should also establish one in that 
country. We do not do that. We have to 
consider home circumstances. But hon. Mem
bers should realise that it costs money to 
establish an embassy. It is a very expensive 
necessity. It is neressary but very expensive in 

so many things. In my language we say, 
"Okuku na 'gl;a obara otu eke ya ha". 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : On a point of 
order, may we have the full spelling of the 
saying which the hon. Minister of Foreign 
Affairs has just quoted ? 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs: I cannot 
give the hon. Member for Degema the full 
spelling, but I can give him the interpretation. 
The interpretation is this. The quantity of 
blood that a fowl can produce must be propor
tional to the size of its gizzard. (Laughter). 
I am just trying to make hon. Members 
understand that I am not only conversant with 
the English language but also with my own 
language. 

He made another point when he said that our 
students ; our delegations ; our people whom we 
send abroad, must regard themselves as our 
ambassadors. It is not only the Prime 
Minister or the Ministers that are our ambassa
dors. Every Nigerian who goes outside this 
country is this country's ambassador. 

It is a shame that any Nigerian can open his 
mouth to say that when some Nigerians go 
outside this country they are being regarded as 
Ghanaians. Anybody who is so described is 
either impotent, incapable or has no persona
lity of his own. I have never been mistaken 
anywhere in the world, as a student or anything, 
as a Ghanaian. If anybody is not capable 
within his own environment to show anywhere 
that he is a Nigerian then such a person is of no 
use to this country. 

In that respect, I say that those people who 
go to organise students against their own 
Government must hold themselves responsible 
for all these things. This should be so because 
students are supposed to be a class of people 
who are in a stage where they are now learning, 
trying to imbibe the best of things, and at the 
same time trying to analyse these things and 
trying to sympathise and to fashion something 
that will be beneficial to their own country. 
They are not supposed to use their period of 
leisure to conspire against the legitimate interests 
of their own country. That is exactly what my 
hon. Friend on that Side, the Member for 
Degema and those he represents are doing. 

Mr Briggs: On a point of order, I would 
like my hon. Friend to explain further how as a 
student I conspired against the Government. 
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So, that The Chairm1n: I quite agree with the of Cuba, and so many other people. 

hon. Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) that does not bother me at all. 
this baton is rather too heavy for him ! 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs: I will 
relieve him of the burden because if I were to 
give him the full weight of it his bones would 
be crushed. 

Now, I want to say in this House that very 
often the newspaper writers of this country 
misrepresent things. What they think is what 
they equate to somebody else. I have been 
dealing with various Mrican Foreign Ministers 
and Ministers from different parts of the world. 
These people have not written or complained 
that I have been bullying them or that I have 
been ordering them about. But these people 
of the press always say this thing. Where they 
get their information, I do not know. I have 
worked harmoniously with them. 

Mr Briggs : Does the Minister want them 
to come to him and tell him ? 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs :Certain
ly. In the type of work I am doing one has 
to be polite but frank when necessary. Other
wise this country cannot be effectively repre
sented. I must not be rude to a colleague. 
But when it is a question of personality versus 
personality ; idea versus idea, there is no 
friendship. We must fight the battle of ideas 
we present. If one has no ideas one will be 
pocketed. 

The Chairman: The Foreign Minister 
knows fully well that he is too big for a small 
pocket. (Laughter). 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : I am 
sure it will be the very people who will write 
about it if we are to go to a conference and they 
find that Nigeria has been disgraced because 
the Foreign Minister is mealy-mouthed or is 
a spineless worm and is not able to hold his 
own ground. They will write before I arrive 
at Ikeja to say that the plane should not land. 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East): But why did 
you sleep at the United Nations? 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs: If I 
slept at all I was not alone. There were at 
least five or ten people who were sleeping. I 
know some of them. They included Mr 
Stevenson of the U.S.A., the Foreign Minister 

They complained about Nigerian's non• 
alignment policy. If hon. Members had been 
following the course of history recently when 
the incident between India and China occurred 
they might have noticed that for the security of 
that country there was some understanding 
between that country and other countries. And 
I will not be surprised if there is also some 
understanding between that country and 
another country in the Eastern bloc. So that 
non-alignment does not mean that one should 
allow one's operculum to remain open. One 
must keep one's phlegm all the time and safe
guard one's territorial and national integrity. 

When we say non-alignment we do not 
mean that we should just fold our hands and 
not protect ourselves. Nigeria is not a bat, 
but the legitimate interest of Nigeria must be 
adequately protected in a manner which the 
Government understands it. That is the 
thing. We are not bound to follow any 
particular ideology. But if we decide that a 
particular ideology at a particular time will be 
suitable to our needs it is for the Government 
to decide to imbibe it. We cannot be pressured 
to accept anything because somebody else 
likes it. 

I was asked here that the Govemmer.t 
should show its hands about the Addis Ababa 
Conference. I think this is a most dangerous 
and thoughtless piece of advice because how 
can you go to a conference and start to publicise 
what you are going to do ? The conference 
is not ours alone ; even if it is our own, and we 
convened it, we do not have to disclose every
thing important. 

The procedure is, if I may tell hon. Members, 
that the Foreign Ministers meet and prepare 
their agenda for the Heads of States. It is the 
Heads of States and not the Foreign Ministers' 
conference. We prepare the agenda, and 
when the big fellows meet, they look at the 
thing, and if they think they should add or 
subtract, they do so and finalise the thing and 
then proceed to their conference. 

How can I come here and tell hon. Members 
what all the Heads of States of Mrica are 
coming to do when they have not met ? It is 
preposterous l Its report-
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Chief Odulana rose on a point of information- The Chairman : I think that is going into 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : I am 
not yielding on a point of information. 

In this particular case, we do not commit 
them. We usually recommend to them but 
they give us full authority and if they know 
what we have done is right, because it is done 
carefully, naturally they approve; but we do 
not commit them unnecessarily. If we commit 
them at all, we must have a mandate to do so. 

An hon. Member : Has the hon. Minister 
not said enough ? 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs: I have 
not said enough. 

Again, Sir, there was reference to the ques
tion of Fernando Po. If you refer to the ques
tion which was answered the other day, we have 
a consul there. I think his name if Mamefuna 
and he is a Nigerian and not an expatriate. 
It shows that somebody is behind time, and 
you cannot criticise effectively if you are behind 
time. 

There was also reference to Ghana-Nigeria 
relations. International relations is a two 
way traffic. Nigeria has been extremely 
patient in so many things. I remember 
elsewhere, I had a press conference and men
tioned certain things and I said I do not want 
to be acrimonious in what ever I do. I have 
been very careful in that statement and I do 
not want to discuss this matter in this House 
unnecessarily. We are trying to harmonise 
interests. But as long as the Government 
is and I am still controlling this Foreign Minis
try here, it will be stupid and foolish of me to 
agree that any mission here should utilise its 
privileges to destroy this country. This is 
the question, and Members know why I am 
saying so. We cannot allow certain people 
in Nigeria to use the Ghana High Commission 
for the destruction of this country. People 
know what is happening. All the hon. 
Members over there known what is going on. 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : Is the 
Minister telling us that Ghana is being used 
as a base to spring an attack on Nigeria ? 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : If the 
hon. Gentleman likes, to put it that way, 
Ghana is a base for recruiting young Nigerians 
and sending them elsewhere to train to destroy 
this country. 

Ghana's policy. 

Several Opposition Members : Shame, 
Shame, Shame ! 

The Chairman : Order ! Mter all, 
Ghana's Policy is foreign policy. 

Chief Rosiji : Does the Minister know that 
talking about Ghana is giving it undue impor
tance? 

The Minister of Foreign Aftairs: I 
have been very restrained in my language. 
I could be very vigorous in my disposition, 
but I do not want to go into it. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : As far as I 
know, what the hon. M~mber for Lagos 
Central (Mr Dosunmu) wanted to know was 
why we do not appoint a High Commission in 
Ghana. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : I am 
surprised that the two of them are lawyers. 
He does not know that there is one there. 
There is a High Commission in Ghana, but 
if he talks about the appointment of a High 
Commissioner, that is a different matter. 

Chief Rosiji : Are these people Ghanaians ? 

The Chairman : One of them look like one. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : Mem
bers. on this side of the House were shouting 
"shame". I agree with them that their 
behaviour and what they have been doing 
with Ghana is a shame on them. 

Chief Rosiji : Are they traitors ? 

The Chairman: It is one o'clock and I 
must interrupt the business of the House now. 

Sitting suspended : 1 p.m. 

Sitting resumed : 3 p.m. 

House in Committee. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : This 
morning I was trying to explain certain points. 
I commented on the Member for Adamawa 
North West (M. Yerima Balla's) point that 
there are too many privileges conferred on the 
British Government in this country, and I tried 
to say that we do not want to lose our friends 
and then that '\'>e gn from the known to the 
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unknoV~-n. The hon. Gentleman also men- about pilgrimage to Rome, Jerusalem or to the 
tioned the question of the Eastern European Moon, then consideration could be given to 
countries like the U.S.S.R., Czechoslovakia that. 
and others, that they have not as much privi
lege. I think this point should be clear to 
everybody : these are new countries to us, 
we are just beginning to establish relations 
with them. In fact, with the various agree
ments which we have concluded with them I 
think that V~-hatever privileges and immunities 
we decide to extend to them must be based on 
the basis of the agreements and understanding 
which we have concluded with them. They 
themselves have not complained, and I do not 
see the reason why any Nigerian should bother 
himself when the person directly concerned 
has not complained. 

There was reference to the fact that Nigeria 
did not say anything about the alleged Portu
guese bombing of SenegaL That is an allega
tion. Senegal alleged that Portugal had drop
ped bombs on her territory and referred the 
matter to the United Nations. Well it will be 
improper for Nigeria to begin to make any 
declaration on a mere allegation because 
Portugal is denying that she did not do anything 
of the sort, and now it has been suggested to 
the Security Council that a special body 
should go. and investigate and find out whether, 
in fact, there was bombing. 

If it discovered that the allegation is correct, 
then Nigeria will be in a position to make her 
position clear. It is only a mere allegation . 
at this stage. We do not say it is true and 
we do not say it is false, and it will be rather 
premature for Nigeria to put her feet in things 
like that and then there will be loss of face, 
if the allegation turns out to be inaccurate. 
In International relations one must be very 
careful in taking sides one way or the other, 
otherwise one may find oneself completely 
embarrassed. That explains the stand Nigeria 
has taken so far. 

The Member for Owerri North East (Mr 
Ukah) wanted us to build a passport office at 
Port Harcourt. The issue of passport cannot 
be decentralized but, certainly, we have 
arrangements whereby preliminary documenta
tion could be done in the provinces and the 
actual issue of the passport carried out in Lagos. 
But in special cases like the pilgrim centres 
and so on I think the hon. Gentleman will 
recognise that these are special cases and if he 
would like something to be done for them 

If there are people who want to go to the 
moon or Rome and organise themselves in 
sufficient force and convince us that the effort 
is a worthwhile venture, I think the Federal 
Government will always be willing to co
operate and assist its nationals in their various 
spiritual, moral or intellectual adventures. 

It is suggested that the assistance Nigeria 
gives to our people abroad is very small. I 
do not agree with that suggestion. If the 
detailed expenses and all involved in assisting 
our people abroad are to be examined and 
compared with what is done elsewhere, perhaps 
in the more affluent countries than ours, we 
shall find that we are not doing badly at all ; 

. and our people should not complain, particu
larly when I take this to mean assistance to 
students. If that is the case I think we are 
not doing badly at all. 

There was complaint about rents, rates, 
heating and lighting for which the sum of £115 
is being appropriated. I will only say that 
when it is compared with our other missions 
the sum is too much, and the reason is that it 
is just because in London-that is the best 
centre we have-we have a number of houses 
apart from the Nigeria House. We have a 
house where we have the students' office 
and all other activities connected with students' 
welfare; there is the High Commissioner's 
residence, which is quite a big place, and then 
there is a new premises which we have just 
acquired. It is really two buildings that were 
used as hotels and which the Federal Govern
ment now wants to convert to a students' 
centre. For all these we have to pay rent and 
rates and the cost of heating and lighting. All 
these things cost money, but we do not hav"! 
such organisation and institution anywhere 
else and that explains why this money is found 
under the High Commissioner's offict in 
London and not in Washinton, New York or 
elsewhere. 

The Member for Oweni. North East (Mr 
Ukah) and the Member for Orlu North (Mr 
E. 0. Efezue) want us to establish an embassy 
in Israel. Certainly we have not forgotten 
that. I can assure hon. Members that the 
question of establishing embassies is not 
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determined because of any particular prejudice 
of any country in the world. We take so 
many factors into consideration which are in 
the interest of Nigeria and, considering what I 
have told the House earlier, the money available 
and the personnel concerned we then decide 
the particular areas in terms of priority. We 
are not influenced by the politics of any 
particular country before we establish an 
embassy ; it is our own politics that governs us 
and our own needs and necessity that affect 
our policy. It is never dictated by any 
conflicts, likes or dislikes of countries amongst 
themselves. It is our likes or dislikes that 
will determine our action and nothing else. 

Nigeria has nothing against Israel and is not 
a party to whatever conflict that may exist 
between Israel and any other country, other
wise Nigeria would not have recognised the 
existence of Israel as a state. If I may remind 
hon. Members of a case in connection with a 
loan ~hat was granted once, the party to which 
our Prime Minister belongs declined the offer 
and a statement was made about it in which 
the Prime Minister made it absolutely clear 
that even if the Region ruled by his party did not 
want the loan the Federal Government wanted 
it and that was so. Therefore I am trying to 
tell this honourable House that the Federal 
Government is not partisan to other people's 
policies. (Hear, hear). 

There is an important question which 
several hon. Members raised on the Floor of 
this House, and that is in connection with the 
Provisional Government of Togo. There is an 
assertion that there was a commission of 
enquiry and it failed to make a report, and hon. 
Members want to know what has happened. 
In the first place, I want to say here that 
matters pertaining to Togo are not the domestic 
affair of Nigeria. It is an international affair 
and the inter-African and Malagasy states 
affair. Therefore, whatever steps we take 
must be in conjunction with other states. 
There must be consultations with them. That 
is the practice which has been going on, and 
that has worked well. 

In order to put the thing in its proper 
-erspective, I would like Members to be 
.ccurate in their remarks. They seem to have 

iorgotten the Resolutions of the Conference. 
There were four Resolutions of the last 
Conference of Foreign Ministers and these 
Resolutions w~re made public. I will read 

the first Resolution (paragraphs 1, 2 and 3) 
which makes the position quite clear, so that 
if any Member has forgotten them, he should 
know exactly what the position is. 

Now, Resolution 1 stated: "The Council of 
Ministers of the Inter-Mrican and Malagasy 
Organisation meeting in Lagos-

Mr P. E. Ekanem: On a point of order, I 
expect that some of us should learn from the 
older Members of this House, such as the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, but he has failed 
to obtain permission before making that 
quotation which he is making. The Minister 
is making a quotation ; he is reading from a 
document and, according to the Standing 
Orders of this House, he must have the per
mission of the Chairman to quote. 

Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East): It is 
impertinent of the hon. Member for Enyong 
South (Mr Ekanern) to raise a point of order 
against the hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
The hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs is an 
older Member of this House. 

An hon. Member : The Member for 
Enyong South acknowledged that. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs: I am 
not quoting from a book. I am referring to a 
document which has been published and I 
think I should know what to do as I was a 
former Speaker of this House. 

Mr Ekanem: For a short time, however. 
The Minister is not Speaker now. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : Now, 
if I may refresh the memory of Members, the 
Resolution of the Foreign Ministers' Con
ference stated-

The Council of Ministers of the Inter
African and Malagasy Organisation meeting 
in Lagos on the 24th to 25th January, 1963. 

(1) Codernns and deplores the murder of 
President Sylvanus Olympia of Togo and 
energetically condemns political assassination as 
a means of over-throwing a Government and 
rising to power or as a means of settling political 
conflicts; 

(2) Requests the Provisional Government of 
the Republic of Togo in order to return to a 
normal situation-

(896) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

1763 [Appropriation (1963-64) 22 APRIL 1963 Bill : Committee] 1764 

(a) to re-establish very quickly the rule of said publicly and before the Conference that 
law with the co-operation of the representa- the; are still members of the Inter-Mrican and 
tives of all the active forces in the country, Malagasy Organisation and the Organisation 
establishing a Constitution and electoral law; stipulated conditions that must be fulfilled 

(b) to liberate without delay the political before the Addis ~?aba Conference in May, in 
prisoners notably the Ministers of the order that the position may return to normalcy. 
Government which had been over-thrown ; 

(c) to organise as rapidly as possible free 
and democratic general elections which 
would permit the election of a National 
Assemblv and an Executive which would also 
enable the Republic of Togo to participate in 
the Assembly of Heads of States and Govern
ments in Addis Ababa in May, 1963. 

The particular portion that refers to what has 
been called a Commission of Inquiry is 
paragraph 3 of that Resolution-

(3) Proposes to the Provisional Government 
of Togo a mission, the members of which will be 
chosen from the neighbouring member states
Dahomey, Ivory Coast, Upper Volta, Niger 
and Nigeria to help to clarify the circumstances 
which surround the murder of President 
Olympia or any external influences which 
might have incited such a crime and to assist 
them as necessary in re-establishing democra
tic institutions. 

As it will be seen, it was no commission of 
inquiry. Therefore, when it was said it was a 
commission of inquiry that failed, that is not 
correct, according to this Resolution. 

Then the Resolution finally said-
The report of this mission will be circulated to 

all membiff states. 

As I said, it was not a commission of inquiry. 
It was a goodwill mission that was sent to Togo 
and the report of this mission was not to be sent 
to this particular House ; it was to be sent to the 
member states as represented by the respective 
Governments. Therefore, the question 
whether it was a success or a failure is a matter 
for the member states to determine, according 
to the Resolutions which were passed. 

With regard to our attitude to the Provisional 
Government, I have purposely read out these 
paragraphs of the first Resolution. It is quite 
clear that the states had stipulated the conditions 
precedent to the recognition of the Provisional 
Government. The Provisional Government 
must comply with certain conditions because 
the representative of that Provisional Govern
ment of Togo that appeared in the Conference 

It is quite clear by implication here that the 
recognition of that Government will depend 
on what the Provisional Government had done 
or the exercises they have performed between 
these two periods. Once they have fulfilled 
these conditions stipulated in the Resolution, 
their recognition will virtually be automatic. 

I do not think that any member here would 
like us to do anything contrary to these decisions 
which had been arrived at by collective effort 
collective deliberations, and also unanim')usly 
by the member states of the Inter-African <o.nd 
Malagasy Organisation. 

Then it was asked what our position is in 
respect of the Provisional Government. I will 
say that this is the answer. Once the Pro
visional Government complies with the provi
sions here. wewillhave no difficultyin according 
recognition to the Government that comes into 
power. Therefore, if they have a free and fair 
election, whichever party comes into power, 
naturally it means it is the choice of the peo~le 
of T ogo. It is not for the Government of 
Nigeria to go and tell th" T ogolese people who 
shrmld rule them. This is our attitude to the 
whole situation. Our stand is that there are 
certain conditions that have been stipulated and 
these must be complied with before anything 
else. 

I am not going into the question of certain 
allegations that have been made about Ni~eria 
interfering with th~ internal affairs of Togo. 
It is well kn0wn that we do not interfere with 
other people's internal affairs and we do not 
aid or abet subversive activities even if it is a 
country that we do not like. We do not get 
ourselves involved in other people's internal 
affairs. 

The only thing I can say with regard to the 
Togo situation up-to-date is that there things 
are not stable at all. Many forces are vying 
with themselves there and we have to leave 
things to work out themselves naturally. 

An hon. Member : What about the United 
Nations. What about the Cong:> situatio11 ? 

(897) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

·176S [Appropriation (1963-64) 22 APRIL 1963 Bill: Committee] · 1766 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs: We The Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
_do not refer them to the U.N.O. because the Commonwealth Relations :My only quarrel 
people do not want things to be referred to as a Minister, is with the press for misinforming 
_the U.N.O., and besides African States have the public and deliberate misrepresentation of 
not found the solution of the problem im- the situation, and fanning embers of flames 
possible. I think they are capable of solving that do not exist. 
their problems for themselves. It is only when 
we cannot solve our problems that we begin 
to look for an extraneous force. 

With reference to the Congo, it was the 
Government of the Congo that applied to the 
United Nations for assistance and not Nigeria. 
Then we were not even independent. It was 
at the request of the President and the then 
Prime Minister. Now, Sir, there is only, I 
think, one important point which I will touch. 
That is the question of external publicity. I 
will not deal with it the way some people would 
want me to do. 

As has been said, there is no quarrel between 
myself and the Minister of Information. The 
Foreign Ministry is an institution and the 
Ministry of Information is an institution. We 
are all doing our functions delineated in the 
instrument allocating responsibility to-

An bon. Member : On a point of order, I 
cannot really appreciate how this comes to be 
under the ambit of Foreign Affairs debate 
because-

Several bon. Members : Sit down, sit 
down. 

The Chairman: Order, order, order ! I 
think Members should look for more discreet 
ways of showing their absence from the House. 

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (Ishan West) : I 
would say, Sir, that the quorum is not formed. 

The Chairman: We are happy to know 
Chief Dame-Oboh is now studying his Stand
ing Orders, but if he will read about two or 
three sub-paragraphs below, he will find that 
it is not yet four o'clock. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Commonwealth Relations: Sir, I have 
no quarrel with anybody, but I think I have a 
quarrel with the press. (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: Order, order ! We tole
rate heckling, but not shouting from the seats. 

·If the press of this country had been co
operative with the Government of this country, 
and has been a faithful, leyal and patriotic 
press-

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
We have heard so much mourning about 
what the press has been doing to the Foreign 
Minister's personality. I think under this 
discussion we are not discussing the foreign 
press as such. But he has entered his objection 
and to belabour the point, I think, is going a 
little too far under this Head of the Estimates. 

The Chairman : Order ! I think the 
Chair is entrusted with responsibility for 
observing and ruling against irrelevance. If 
the hon. Member was trying to draw attention 
to any possible repetitions, I may refer him to 
Standing Order 36, which makes it incumbent 
on the Chairman to do so. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Commonwealth Relations : Thflnk you, 
Mr Chairman. There has been a sort of 
organised conspiracy against me particularly, 
by the press of this country, and consequently 
I rr.ust take this opportunity to tell them this. 

As I said this morning, I have no objection 
to any fair criticism, no matter ho\\- costly it 
may be. But to conceal the fact from the 
public and keep on guillotining me everyday 
is, I think, most unfair. 

The press know fully well that external 
publicity is within the competence of the 
Foreign Ministry, and all that I can do now in 
this Committee is to give them an insight 
into what is involved in external publicity, 
as far as is necessary and for the benefit of 
those who may not know. 

External publicity is not the same thing as 
internal publicity. The material which may 
be useful for publicity in the United States 
in fact may not be suitable in the Soviet Union, 
because the environment is different, the 
outlook is different and the ideology is different. 
And, what you may publicise in Cairo may not 
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be good in London, and what you may also 
publicise in Pakistan may not be to the taste of 
people in India. 

· The only machinery that can collect the 
lnformation and analyse it and be able to put it 
·in proper form is the only Ministry that has the 
machinery to collect such information and 
analyse it, and that is the Foreign Ministry. 
No other Ministry can do it. 

The press of this country, particularly the 
newspaper writers as I call them, want to go 
into the Foreign Service by the back door. 
. They think they can get a job in the Ministry 
of Information and look for a job in the Foreign 
Affairs Ministry and automatically get it. 
They are interested in the overseas allowances. 
We have to be frank. In external publicity, 
we must have Nigerians who think of Nigeria 
first, Nigeria last, Nigeria all the time, and not 
people who are thinking of themselves. 

An instance of this is when you had a 
publicity man in London, who m~de no marks 
at all, for the six years he was there. Another 
one was in New York for three years. He did 
not even know where the Establishment are
if they understand what is meant by the 
"Establishments" of a country-that is, the 
people who mould the character, modulate the 
matters and wield influence in the nation. 
This man stayed there for six years. To-day, 
he does not know where their important men 
are, those who wield influence, and how to get 
at them. 

How can you publicise your country in a 
country you do not know, when you do not 
know who is who and how to get at them and 
transmit your information to them ? 

Therefore, to be able to create and sort out 
and discover such Nigerians that will be able to 
transmit information as we want it, at the right 
quarters and at the right time, it is necessary 
to get them and put them through the mirror of 
the Foreign Ministry, and thus, with the 
experience behind them, and the knowledge 
acquired, they will be in a position to represent 
Nigeria as is necessary. (Hear, hear). 

I want the people of this nation to understand 
what external publicity involves-a thorough 
knowledge of your own country, culture, and 
tradition. 

You cannot-in law you say, "nemo dat 
·t;uod ·non habet"-You cannot .give what you 

have not got. Nobody gives what he does not 
have. But this is in a dirferent context. You 
cannot publicise what you do not know. 

External publicity is not writing newspaper 
articles. There must be some content, some
thing worthwhile, to transmit, and if you have 
not got it, you just have not got it. And, if 
you have not got it, you cannot transmit it. 

Therefore, as the press must have known, 
naturally for the past two or three years, before 
a substantive Minister was appointed, external 
publicity was handled by the Home Ministry . 
They had not the necessary apparatus to do 
that. But we have them. 

There are certain aspects of our publicity 
which can be done by them. We use the 
machinery of the Home Ministry to do that. 

There is no bitterness in what I am now 
saying. I want those who have been writing 
these newspaper articles, and the Members 
of this House to understand the things that 
are involved. There is no need, as I said 
this morning, holding a Ministry as an heir
loom. If I leave the Ministry, I am not carry
ing it home to my father's compound. I will 
.leave it and go home. 

Therefore, whether Mr X is a publicity 
man or not does not mean anything to me. 
And the suggestion that my Ministry employed 
an agent for £40,000, is false. It is not true. 
We employed no such agency, and we are 
not involved in any such expense-£40,000 
for one year. 

You see, unwillingness to discover the truth, 
and tell the people of the nation the truth, is 
the cause of the trouble in this country. 

The press have not approached me. Where 
they get their information, I do not know. 
That is why I say there is no quarrel between 
my Ministry and any o,ther Ministry. 

That is why I am saying there is no conflict 
between my Ministry and any other Ministry. 
We try to observe things religiously, and I 
leave it at that. If there is poor publicity it is 
because Nigerians themselves will not devote 
efforts in doing their own duty by their own 
country. If every Nigerian does his own bit 
and leaves the other person to do his own, 
Nigeria will. be publicised. But when we 
leave doing our own and interfere with those 
of others, our own will be left undone, and 
Nigeria gets a bad name. 
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It is the National Press that supplies the 
bad material with which foreigners give us 
adverse publicity. When they write all this 
nonsense about people, the foreign correspon
dents copy these things and post to their own 
people and then they come and blame it 
on the Ministers. If there is going to be 
fair publicity of Nigeria the press of this 
country must be cleansed and people who have 
no qualifications should not be appointed 
editors of these papers. People must have the 
professional training and academic qualifica
tion to be able to interprete things and repre
sent the nation through the Press. It is called 
the Fourth Estate of the Realm. We are not 
going to give fair publicity to this country 
if we have mediocrity running the press of 
this country. So if they want the Ministers 
to be sacked then every one of the editors must 
be sacked because thev are not fit to edit the 
papers of this country, and i( Nigeria is in
dependent we must have qualitative represen
tation of the Fourth Estate of the Realm. At 
the moment there is no such quality. 

I want to say that one should not think that 
because one has the opportunity to air one's 
feelings in the press others do not know the 
quality that is required. We want qualitative 
representation at all levels-in the Ministries, 
in the publicity area, in the civil service, in 
our business and everything. That is what 
we require and that is what will make Nigeria 
truly independent. 

I have carefully kept clear of any personal 
conflict, but these are the basic principles 
or reasons why there is all this big fuss about 
external publicity. Those who should help 
to publicise Nigeria are dragging Nigeria 
down here in Lagos, not in London, Washing
ton nor anywhere else. It is here in Lagos 
that Nigeria is destroyed, and when Nigeria is 
destroyed here in Lagos how do you expect 
us to show her as a leading country. 

Mr P. 0. Tukula (!gala North East) : On 
a point of order, the hon. Minister is critically 
attacking the press who have no representation 
in this House. 

The Deputy Chairman : With due defer
ence to the hon. Member, I think he probably 
has misconstrued the Chair's ruling on that 
point. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Commonwealth Relations: Finally, there 
is only one point, and it is a simple example
it is a thing that happened during this Session. 
This House passed unanimously a Resolution 
congratulating the Government (not Jaja 
Wachuku as Minister of Foreign Affairs) on its 
initiative on this Togo Affair. This Resolution 
was passed on a Private Member's day. But 
did they even mention that Resolution ? The 
Resolution of Members representing forty-five 
million people was not even published. 

Hon. Members came here and urged the 
Government to continue with the stand they 
have taken. The whole Press conspired and 
blotted it out. They never published it. 
(Several han. Members: Shame, shame.) Even 
the Broadcasting Service which hon. Members 
finance, and for which the whole country pays 
money ; a Government institution ; blotted it 
out because it was Jaja Wachuku. 

In the name of goodness let them forget 
Jaja Wachuku as Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and think of Nigeria ; think of the Govern
ment of this country. What is happening is 
conspiracy. You do not like the face of an 
individual therefore you must destroy your 
own country and government. I am giving 
this as a concrete example. That is how we 
get adverse publicity ; that is how the press of 
this country helps to weaken the hands of the 
Government wherever we go. How can we 
do anything when our press goes militating, 
conspiring against the Government ? If the 
Press of this country will change their attitude 
to this Government and to the country and 
become more patriotic, Nigeria will get the 
greatest external publicity it can have, com
mensurate with its status and strategic position, 
and its position both in Africa and in inter
national affairs. 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari, Sarkin Bai 
(Dambatta): I rise to support the expenditure 
on this Head. I am pleased that the debate on 
this Head will give me an opportunity to make 
some personal explanations, and I am most 
grateful to avail myself of this opportunity. 

Some people say I am always in the habit 
of unduly criticising our Foreign Minister, 
Mr Jaja Wachuku, and that the Minister 
himself said last year at a Press Conference 
that one Aiyekoto and myself were trying to 
shorten his hands in both international and 
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local affairs. With due deference to our 
Foreign Minister, I think there is nothing 
farther from the truth because I have never 
met Aiyekoto face to face and I have never at 
any time conspired with anybody to shorten 
the Minister's hand. 

Of course, I have consistently charged the 
Minister with high-handedness, an uncompro
mising attitude, and clumsy ways of tackling 
matters. This is true but that does not in any 
way suggest that there is something personal 
between the Minister and myself. Members 
will agree with me, and the Hansard will bear 
me out that in all my criticisms I have never 
suggested that our Foreign Minister is corrupt ; 
I have never dreamt that our Foreign Minister 
is inefficient or in any way incapable of carrying 
out his duties. Nor have I in any way indicated 
directly or indirectly that our Foreign Minister 
should be removed. I think that is enough. 
The criticisms we are making about the 
Minister are similar to those which he himself 
made in the old House when he was the 
spokesman on foreign affairs. When he was 
kicked out of the N.C.N.C. he found that he 
had no alternative but to declare for the 
U.N.I.P. He criticised all the members of the 
Council of Ministers particularly the 3 officials 
in the Cabinet, namely : the Chief Secretary 
to the Federation, the Attorney-General and 
the Financial Secretary. When he criticised 
these people heaven did not fall and they 
accepted the criticism in a spirit of sportsman
ship. This is exactly what we want the Minister 
to do now. And that is why the Minister has 
first to remain loyal to the Prime Minister and 
secondly to be co-operative with other Members 
of the Council of Ministers. And he must take 
hon. Members of this House here sufficiently 
into confidence. If the hon. Minister does all 
these he can rest assured that he will continue 
to enjoy the confidence and support of hon. 
Members of this House. 

In supporting the expenditure on this Head I 
have a few points to raise on the Floor of this 
House and I have some few points to raise with 
the Prime Minister not on the Floor of this 
House because I must abide by his decision. 

First, I should like to congratulate the Prime 
Minister for his wisdom and foresight in 
appointing a Postings Committee to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth 
Relations. This Committee, I understand, is 

doing extremely well and the members of the 
Committee should be congratulated for their 
impartiality, honesty and devotion to duty. 
The Prime Minister is not here but I hope the 
Leader of the House will put my proposal 
forward to him, that is to say, as far as this 
committee is concerned there is still room for 
improvement. 

It is my humble suggestion that the number 
of officials serving on this committee is too 
small and should at least be increased by one so 
that it will be fully representative of the Service. 
If this is accepted, I should like to suggest that 
the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of 
Finance be added to this Committee. I am 
sure this gentleman will be very useful and will 
give his expert advice on financial matters. I 
hope the Prime Minister will give this very 
serious consideration and appoint this man to 
the post. I hope the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs will accept the appointment of this 
committee wholeheartedly and will always abide 
by its decision. This does not mean in any 
way that these people will try to rule the Minis
try of Foreign Affairs from outside. This is 
the practice in many parts of the world. 

The Committee consists of three officials : 
the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth Relations, 
the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of 
Establishment and Service Matters and the 
Principal Private Secretary to the Prime 
Minister. 

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo South West): On a 
point of order, we Members are a bit confused 
and I am imploring the hon. Member for 
Dambatta (Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari) to tell 
us all about this Committee. Under what Law 
was it set up ? We do not understand the 
composition of this Committee. 

MrS. 0. Kolade (Oyo South): Is it a back
door committee ? 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
There are too many snake charmers on the 
Opposition Side of the House. 

The Chairman: Order, order. I do not 
know what the hon. Member for Onitsha 
North Central (Dr P. U. Okeke) is after, but 
certainly being a parliamentarian is not calcula
ted to detract from any natural gift. (Laughter). 
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Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari, Sarkin Bai : I should like to congratulate the Ministry of 
For tne information of hon. Members, this Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth Relations 
Committee is responsible for the appointment for opening embassies in many parts of the 
and promotion of staff in the Ministry of world. I understand that twenty-nine Mis
Foreign Affairs. I should like to draw the sions were opened this year, and every right
attention of the Prime Minister again to the thinking Nigerian should welcome the rapid 
most urgent and immediate need for the setting increase in our Foreign Missions. T he num
up of a Foreign Affairs committee of the ber has risen, I think, to about fifty within a 
Members of the House of Representatives. short period of our independence. It is most 
This, I am sure, the Prime Minister knows as regrettable, however, to note that a consider
it is the practice- able number of these Missions are more in 

The Chairman : I think we have finished 
with the Cabinet for which the Prime Minister 
is personally and directly responsible. If the 
hon. Member is addressing any appeal to the 
Foreign Minister I think that may be more 
relevant. 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari, Sarkin Bai : 
As far as I know evey Prime Minister in every 
country is responsible for appointing members 
of the Foreign Relations Committee. And 
that is why I am referring to the Prime Minister. 
In any case, I will abide by your ruling. I 
hope the M inister of Foreign Affairs will take 
note as I have said. 

This Committee is extremely useful and 
will help Nigeria greatly in solving the problems 
connected with her Foreign Relations especial
ly at a time when there are so many important 
and controversial issues facing the whole 
world. I should like to emphasise the fact 
that this Committee when appointed should 
be given wide powers and should be directly 
responsible to the Prime Minister. This is 
very, very important. That does not again 
mean that we are trying to rule the Foreign 
Ministry from outside according to the con
ception of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Mr 0. C. Ememe (Aba South) : I think the 
hon. Member for Dambatta (Alhaji Mohammed 
Muhtari) is becoming irrelevant. He knows 
very well that this Head, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, is not the Cabinet Office, and I think 
he should direct attention to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

The Chairman : I do not think the hon. 
Member has departed from my ruling ? 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari, Sakin Bai : 
I hope the Minister of Foreign Affairs has 
taken note of all I have said. 

name than in reality. Why, for example, 
have we not posted anybody to our Embassy 
in Russia since it was opened a year ago ? 
This is very important. 

An hon. Member : Does the hon. Gentle
man like to go there ? 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari, Sarkin Bai : 
I do not like to go. 

The case of Ghana may be a little bit 
peculiar, but whatever the special circumstance, 
I think the time has come when a substantive 
High Commissioner is appointed to Ghana. 
However, I understand that the man holding 
the post now is doing extremely well and I 
thank him for that. I am strongly appealing 
to the Federal Government to see that our 
ambassador to Russia is appointed and posted 
forthwith and if the Minister will allow me 
to suggest, the hon. Member for Lagos Central 
(Mr L. J. Dosunmu) can go if he likes. 

Still on this foreign mission, I notice a 
conspicuous omission, and that is about 
Communist China. What is the Foreign 
Minister doing about Communist China ? 
What are the Minister's plans for opening an 
Embassy in that country ? I am afraid that we 
have got to come down to business this time. 
With due deference, I regret to say that the 
Nigerian foreign policy seemed to be more 
progressive when it was in the hands of the 
Prime Minister than it is now under the present 
holder. (Interruption). 

I shall tell hon. Members why. I can 
confidently recall that during the first year of 
our independence our policy was consistently 
that of unequivocal support for the admission of 
Communist China to the United Nations, and, 
in fact, that was our stand at the United Nations 
then. Furthermore, I still remember the 
Prime Minister's statement in London on his 
way to the United States when he clearly 
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indicated that Communist China would be 
welcome to open a mission in Lagos. Now, I 
am asking the Minister what has happened 
since then ? Has he taken any action since 
then to this effect ? I want to hear a categorical 
statement from the Foreign Minister about the 
steps he has taken to see that Communist China 
opens a mission in Lagos. 

It is even more devastating to note that in his 
first two years the Foreign Minister has intro
duced the concept of two Chinas. This is very 
shameful. He has introduced the concept of 
two Chinas as advocated by some aligned 
countries. Why should there be two Chinas ? 
What is our foreign policy ? It is only 
incredible to note that in these two years of the 
Minister's regime Nigeria has been consistently 
abstaining from voting at the United Nations 
over the admission of the Communist China. 

An hon. Member : How many times ? 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari : Twice. 
Other non-aligned countries have consistently 
been voting for the admission of Communist 
China into the United Nations. 

I do not want to drag this matter too far, 
but I want to draw the attention of the Minister 
to our declared policy of non -alignment, and 
to say that unless we observe this policy very 
strictly we shall be deceiving ourselves, and the 
world will laugh at us. 

I appreciate Nigeria's role in the Congo where 
we seem to have befriended the Congolese. 
But I am asking the Minister what similar 
concrete steps he has taken to win the friend
ship of countries like Morocco, Tunisia, Libya, . 
U.A.R., and Saudi Arabia? These countries 
do not seem to be covered by the Minister's 
interpretation of African geography. It is 
common knowledge in all his lectures either in 
this House or outside that he always does not 
regard these areas as part of Mrica as he regards 
countries like Bechuanaland and Basutoland. 
It is quite true, and I am sure the Minister 
cannot deny it. This is most unfortunate 
because we have so many things in common 
with these African countries. The Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs should therefore treat all 
countries in Africa as equal in status, and 
respect their territorial sovereignty. 

H')n. Memb'!rs here are the accredited 
representati ves of tl}e people. Hon. Members 
are the champions of the people. Let me then 

draw the attention of hon. Members to a very 
serious point. I understand that some people 
are conspiring to prevent Members of this 
Parliament from attending the next meeting 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations. 
This is quite true. These people feel that 
professional people from outside Parliament 
should represent Nigeria at the United Nations. 
Is it the wish of hon. Members in this House 
that these people should represent us ? 

Several hon. Members: No. 

The Chairman : Order. Certainly, I think 
it is out of order for a Member speaking to 
invite a chorus response. (Interruption). I 
certainly would not have pronouncements 
challenging the Chair without a substantive 
Motion from anybody in the House, and I 
would warn Members that I certainly will not 
hesitate applying the stri-.t terms of the 
Standing Order should any Member think that 
he has got the privilege to challenge the Chair, 
even when the Chair is making a ruling. 

I think it is most unbecoming and unexpected 
from older parliamentarians. May I end by 
saying that Standing Order No. 26 (9) states 
that Members speaking should address the 
Chair and certainly not invite a chorus response. 
Inviting a chorus response would lead to more 
rowdiness than we can ever control. 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari : It is a pity, 
Mr Chairman, sometimes I thought I was 
addressing a political campaign meeting. 

I think Members will agree with me that 
this idea is silly and stupid since many Member 
states apart from their permanent representatives 
at the United Nations do send Members of 
Parliament to represent them at the annual 
meeting. So, are we to understand that our 
N.P.C. hon. Members are not competent and 
efficient enough to represent us at the General 
Assembly of the U.N.? I am sure the answer 
will certainly be 'no'. I therefore want to 
know more about this from the Minister. 

I am sure the Members who have represented 
us for the past two years have put up brilliant 
performances at the United Nations, and they 
will continue to perform their duties very 
efficiently. So, I am warning the Ministers 
through the Chairman that any attempt that 
is deliberately calculated to prevent Members 
from attending the U.N. Meeting will be 
vigorously resisted. I should, also, like to 
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suggest here and now that the question of 
sending Members to represent us at the United 
Nations should be the collective responsibility 
of the Council of Ministers. 

I am going to say a word or two about the 
controversial issue of our external publicity. 
I am glad that there is no personal grudge 
between the Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
the Minister of Information. In fact, there 
should not be one. But both Ministers will 
almost admit that there is a sharp disagreement 
between their Ministries. This disagreement 
has caused Nigeria great damage abroad, and 
particularly in England. There is a very big 
underground force to-day, or shall I call it 
movement, working against the Federal Govern
ment of Nigeria in London, and this under
ground work has more effective means of 
propaganda than the Federal Government 
itself. Do hon. Members know that to-day 
London is the centre of propaganda against 
the Federal Government of Nigeria ? Do 
Members know that the B.B.C. or the Televi
sion House in London is one of the media 
through which these underground forces 
disseminate their information, apart from the 
British Press ? Members need to go to 
London to see things for themselves ; they need 
to go to the Westminster to see how a British 
Member of Parliament is greeted with cheers 
and congratulated for describing Nigeria as a 
tyrannical state. We shall either act now, or 
if we do not act we shall one day wake up and 
find ourselves swept away by some people ; 
and the brain behind that force, everybody 
knows, is the Action Group of Nigeria. 

The Chairman : Mr Tobun. 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North): On a point 
of order, I have not made any statement for 
the past two weeks. 

The Chairman : I think we are now begin
ning to take note that it is hardening into a 
practice for Members to protest most vehe
mently when some other Members are called. 
I think every other Member here is entitled to 
make a speech, so when a Member is called 
others should kindly exercise patience. If we 
go on long enough everyboby will have his 
turn. 

Mr L 0. Tobun (Epe): It is unfortunate that 
the hon. Member for Awka North (Mr Ogalu) 
has not been able to speak for the past two 

weeks, but I have not been able to speak for the 
past three weeks. 

In this House, we always find that all 
Ministers are being considered in different 
aspects, which must not be the case. Now, 
here is a Minister whom we feel has not been 
doing his work properly, and here is another 
whom, we feel has been doing well. Of course, 
many Members may not feel so because if a man 
does good, people do not see him. But if he 
were a man who would rule us with iron hands 
we would all see it and describe it as inhuman. 
This question of Foreign Affairs, personally, is 
an important one. We have so many Ministries 
but the important ones, to my mind-1 do not 
know the Members' minds-are Defence and 
Foreign Affairs. 

An hon. Member : To whose mind ? 

Mr Tobun : To my mind. I do not know 
whether that applies to hon. Members' minds 
too. 

Here in this House, Members have been 
talking from morning till night criticising the 
Ministers, and the Prime Minister has, in a very 
friendly manner, appealed to us not to talk in 
that way. I am saying this-

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari, Sarkin Bai 
(Dambatta): On a point of order, I did not 
conclude my speech. Somebody rose ov a 
point of order and I gave him the chance. 

The Chairman : I think the Chair is in full 
sympathy with the hon. Member, but I think 
he only had about two minutes to go before he 
sat down and he sat down uninvited ; that is on 
his own. I think the hands of the Chair would 
have been far more strengthened if the hon. 
Member had sprung to his feet immediately 
after another Member was called. But I am 
afraid, I have got to ask the hon. Member to 
reserve his ammunition for another debate. 

Mr Tobun : I was saying-

An hon. Member : What did the hon. 
Member for Epe (Mr Tobun) say he was saying? 

Mr Tobun : I have been saying something, I 
think the hon. Member who interrupted me 
must have been sleeping then. I said that all 
the Ministers are regarded as Ministers, but 
they are different in the execution of their 
work. I think that somebody who has done 
well in his Ministry should be praised instead of 
generalising the whole thing. When we put all 
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the Ministers together, we will not be able to devoured everyone of them. From that 
differentiate who among them is doing well and time they learnt a lesson. I .h i11k we shall 
who is not doing well. not wait to learn such a lesson. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji the hon. Usman Angulu Ahmed) : On 
a point of order, the hon. Member for Epe 
(Mr Tobun) is irrelvant. 

The Chairman : I think the hon. Member 
for Epe (M~· Tobun) is keeping on a strict 
border line between relevancy and irrelevancy. 

Mr Tobun : Thank you, Mr Chairman. 
I wa.s saying that if a man does well he should 
be praised so that he can do more. 

There was a time in this House when we 
said that our Prime Minister, Alhaji the 
Rt. hon. Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa was 
not dynamic ; that he was not this, that he 
was not that, and yet the Prjme Minister 
was, and he still is friendly, and we all like him. 
But if we had put somebody there who is 
another god by nature as the Prime Minister, 
he would have crushed our heads. Would 
Members have liked that ? 

Now, here is another man, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, whom we have been accusing, 
we said he was too hot-and in fact the man 
is cool like the Prime Minister. He is some
body who is dynamic, progressive and he is 
everything even abroad, and yet Members 
pick quarrel with him. What do Members 
want ? I do no know what they want. I 
will now give a story-of course, it is a fable.-

The Chairman: Order, order. Gentle
men, this is a Parliament, our proceedings 
and speeches are recorded and they are being 
read all over the world. I think when we 
start going into details of fables it might be 
ridiculous. I hope the hon. Member for Epe 
(Mr Tohun) will bring out the very substance 
of his story and not the fable itself. 

Mr Tobun : Thank you, Mr Chairman, 
it is not a story. In the kingdom of frogs, 
the frogs wanted a king ; they appealed to 
Jupiter and it gave them a log of wood 
which was unable to move. These frogs 
did not like it and they went back to 
Jupiter to protest for giving them a kind of 
king that would not move. Then Jupiter 
gave them a kind of bird which came and 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs has done 
very well, I say this because of my per
sonal experience. I was in New York and I 
did not know that he was in the same hotel 
with me.-

An hon. Member : Did the h:m. Member 
for Epe (Mr Tobun) speak English there ? 

Mr Tobun : I d:d. I can speak English 
better than the hon. Member who has just 
interrupted me. 

Mr J. 0. Ede (Idoma North) : I 1hink the 
hon. Member should address the Chair. 

The Chairman : I think the hon. Member 
is having a lot of difficulty through Members 
luring him into addressing them. Will the 
hon. Member please resist the temptation. 

Mr Tobun: I am sorry, Mr Chairman, 
I was addressing the Chair. I was in New 
York as said-

An hon. Member : When ? 

Mr Tobun: In 1961. I lodged in an 
hotel. I arrived there at about two o'clock 
in the night (American time). In the morning 
I woke up to find that my Ambassador was up 
there with the Nigerian Flag flying. In fact, 
hon. Members would have liked to see the 
very warm reception that I received from him. 

Somebody said that when he was abroad 
people did not know whether he was from 
Ghana or so. Anywhere you go they know 
you as a Nigerian provided you do not go 
about in suits. Mr Briggs, the fisherman, is 
not here. If he were here now I would tell 
him that if he went abroad in suits he would 
have himself to blame if the people there did 
not recognise him. He should use his own 
native dress. I was in my native dress and 
somebody came to me and said, "You are a 
Nigerian definitely", and I said, "Yes". 

There are so many coloured pe0ple going 
abroad and they do not know where anyone 
comes from except by his dress. But when I 
see Dr Esin going about in suits, I may call 
h!m a Ghanaian or Congolese. The Nigerian 
national dress is identified in all places. When 
I answered that I was a Nigerian they told me. 
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that my Ambassador was up there. When I 
went up they started saying that I had just 
returned from Nigeria a few minutes ago. . 

. -. ~ 
Mr Chairman and hon. Members, I tell you 

that anybody here criticising the Ministry 
which is controlled by Hon. Jaja Wachuku is 
doing a very great disservice to Nigeria. (Hear; 
hear). He is the man we want there. He is very 
difficult, arrogant, proud and self-conceited. 
Yes. But he is reasonable and intelligent. 
He has projected Nigeria in the way any of us 
cannot project it. And here some Members 
begin to speak against him ! 

I support this Head. 

Mr E. 0. Araka (Onitsha Urban) : I rise to 
support this Head. In doing so I would-

Mr D. K. Aihonsu (Egbado North) : This is 
a coalition opposition, as I have said before. 
T his time a Member from the U.P.P. side 
has been allowed to speak, and nobody from 
the Action Group side. It seems we are nQ 
longer existing. 

The Chairman : We do appreciate that 
after lunch it is not so easy to keep awake, but 
would Members be more reasonable in awaken
ing themselves from slumber. 

Mr Araka : I would like to start by making a 
brief reference to the impending visit of 
Pr~sident Sekou Toure of the Guinea Republic 
who is returning the visit which our Prime 
Minister paid to Guinea last time. We know 
that President Sekou Toure is one of the 
foremost leaders in Africa. In my view, there 
cannot be a greater honour that could be paid 
to President Sekou Toure on his first visit to 
this country than to receive him in the body 
Jf this House. Now that the House is still 
in Session it would not be costing the co . .mtry 
any great expense in s .Immoning Parliament 
.!specially to meet him. Therefore, there is 
no harm in inviting him here anrl receiving 
him on the Floor of the House as we did during 
the visit of Mr Nehru. 

I cannot think of any leader in Africa that 
has contributed more to the freedom or the 
independence and the unity of African people 
than President Sekou Toure. We all remem
ber that he was the first leader of all the French 
colonial territories that decided to vote against 
complete union with France, and after that he 
also decided first, when France gave other 

colonial territories the right of independence, 
to elect for independence and said that he 
would prefer independence under poverty to 
French rule even in riches with slavery. It 
was the lead which he gave to the other French 
colonial territories that inspired them and 
made them to elect complete independence 
from France. 

I have very much in mind the question of 
African unity, and I would say that in the past 
our relationship with Ghana has not been very 
cordial. We have seen recent trends of good 
gestures on the part of President Nkrumah 
which augur very well for the future. I have 
in mind the recent correspondence between 
President Nkrumah and our Prime Minister 
which has just been published in the papers, 
and the points which President Nkrumah out
lined in his message which should be used as a 
basis for unification of all African territories. 

I would respectfully like to refer to these 
various grounds on which he based his concep
tion of African unity. President Nkrumah 
suggested common foreign policy and diplo
macy for all independent African territories. 
This is a very workable proposition-{Inter
ruptions). 

The Chairman : There are too many 
interruptions please. 

Mr Araka : My view on foreign policy is 
that all independent African States should be 
able to speak with one voice, and they should 
have one common foreign policy. For exam
ple, there is a persistent explosion of atom 
bomb ill the Sahara. Why should all African 
States not have one common policy towards 
this and be able to tell France openly that they 
cannot allow this state of affairs to exist ? 
But when we have different types of foreign 
policies, we will never be able to command 
world respect in international affairs. 

Then again he raised a second platform
common continental planning for economic 
and industrial development of Africa-

Or P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central): 
My hon. Friend who has been able to tell us 
the words of President Nkrumah should 
understand that Nkrumah is not the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs here, but hon. Jaja Wachuku, 
unless Nkrurnah would want this common 
foreign policy to be headed by hon. Jaja 
Wachuku if it is created for Africa. I . know 
he would n0~ accept it. 
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·Mr Araka : I was just laying the basis for 
the sort of African unity which we should work 
for, and I was also saying that the suggestions 
made by Nkrumah wer:e w01;kable. 

In the Speech from the Throne, reference 
was made by the Governor-General to the 
promotion of world peace and order. I will 
read the passage : 

Believing that no better organ exists for the 
promotion of international peace and world 
order, my Government is of the firm resolve 
not to slacken its efforts in upholding the 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations 
and in playing its full part as a member of the 
organisation. It will seek to do this by 
continued collaboration with the other member 
States in honouring all its legitimate obligations 
under the Charter. 
My view is that there cannot" be any better 

forum for promoting world peace and order 
than through the United Nations Organisation. 
The For!'!ign Ministry should be encouraged 
to strengthen, at least to do as much as it 
could in the way of helping the United Nations 
in its efforts to promote world peace and 
order. In this respect, I would say that it 
devolves on us that when any nation in the 
world adopts any attitude which will lead to 
a break up of world peace and order, we 
should be bold enough to tell that nation that 
its attitude is dangerously leading towards a 
world war. ' 

As regards this, I have in mind ~e Cuban 
issue-the crisis in Cuba. We shquld be bold 
enough to let America know that its present 
policy towards Cuba is dangerously leading 
towards a world war. We have seen all the 
various bases which are being built by America 
in Europe. We have seen the attitude of, the 
Soviet Union towards the Cuban iss;ue. When 
America intervened, Mr ~hrushchev quickly 
withdrew all his interests in Cuba. We 
expected that America would do the same 
thing with regard to European countries. But 
what do we see ? She is fast ):milding up 
missile bases in Turkey and all over, Europe. 
I would say that we must be bold enough to let 

·America. know ~hat its policy is not leading 
toward~ peace and order. 

As was declared by the Governor-General in 
his Spe~ch from the Throne, that Government 
resolved to help in promoting peace and order, 
we must be prepared to do so and to tell any 
State that is helping to promote world peace 
and order. 

I will now go to another problem and that 
is the question of disarmament. I would 
like to commend the GoverJ;~ment policy on 
disarmament, especially the ac:;tivities of our 
representative, Mr M. T. Mbu, at the Geneva 
Conference. (Applause). In o~r d~sire for 
the promotion of world peace and order, 
we must insist on an end to nuclear bases 
completely. There can never be any world 
peace and order if the t:wo great powers are 
fast building up their nuclear weapons. 
Our representative at 'the Gene~a Conference 

. has always been expressing the views 9f all 
Nigerians on this issue. He has been able 
to show to the world leade~;s ~t the Disarma
ment Conference that Nigeria has her own 
ideas on how to put an end to the nuclear 
race. He has laid down on many occasions 
the various bases on which an effective .agree
ment should be reached by the nuclear powers. 

My submission is that vve must express 
satisfaction with his activities there. We 
must insist on on-the-site inspection by the 
uncommitted nations. Certa,inly it will not 
be proper to leave ~he nuclear powers themselves 
to be stock,-piling n~clear we.apons without 

. tP.e unco~itted nations being ~ble or having 
a ~ight to inspect the type ~nd quantity of 
weapons they have accumulated. 

We must also condemn any more of nuclear 
testing, whether in the atmosphere, in the 
outer-space, under water or underground. 
The nuclear powers slowly show their resolve 
to end -the nuclear race and their bona-fides 
by putting an end to all nuclear testing under 
any shape or form. When I referred earlier 
to a sort of common Mrican policy . for all 
Mrican States I had in mind the explosion 
of atomic bombs in the Sahara by France. 

Lastly, a statement was made on this issue 
and it was explaine~ , briefly that si!lce bombs 
are being exploded or are being tested on 

.Algerian soil (and Alger.ia is. p.ow_indepe~dent) 
we cannot intervene. This is a pure II)isc9n
ception. If unfortunately, by aid and _peace 
agreement Algeria allows France to be testing 
nuclear weapons on Algerian soil, we have , the 
right as one of the neighbouring territories to 
protest, if the explosion of nuclc:;ar we~ pons in a 
nl!ighbouring territory is likely to result in 
injury to our health, person and properties. 
France must be told that the way she per~orm 
an operation in one Independent African States 
may affect the neighbouring sta.tes. If France 
is allowed to continue like that vvithout being 
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[MR ARAKA) 
told that there is a likelihood of causing injury 
to our health and damage to our properties, 
she might not know that she is committing 
international tort. We must be bold enough 
to make France understand this. If we do 
not do so, we will be failing in our responsi
bilities to other African states. 

In my view this is an important issue which 
must be taken up by all the independent 
African states at the forthcoming Addis Ababa 
Conference. It should not be left to Algeria 
alone simply because they are independent. 
It must be taken up by all independent African 
states. It is not only the breaking off of 
diplomatic ties with France that will solve the 
problem. There are other ways of carrying 
out represssive measures against France. Her 
nationals are all in Africa and we know how 
to deal with them if she continues to commit 
international tort against our sovereign inde
pendent African states. 

Secondly, the question of the admission 
of Communist China has been mentioned by 
some hon. Members and I would like to say 
that there can be no effective world peace and 
order if Communist China is still kept out of 
the United Nations Organisation. I have in 
mind the boundary dispute between India and 
China. How can there be sanctions against 
one country at the U .N.O. if China is not 
there and how can there be sanctions against 
China at the United Nations if China is outside 
that world organisation? We have already 
been told that Communist China is fast 
becoming a nuclear power. They have deve
loped their own nuclear bombs. How can 
they be amenable to the decisions or the treaty 
that will be eventually signed as a result of the 
disarmament conference, if China is outside 
the United Nations Organisation ? 

In my view, we should not go back on our 
original plan to see that Communist China 
is admitted as a Member of the United Nations 
Organisation. It makes nonsense of the whole 
concept of the United Nations Organisation. 
For over six hundred million people to be 
kept out of that world body-the people with 
the largest population in the world-and yet 
we call that organisation a world organisation. 
It is unfair. It must be made clear to America 
that her continuing to exercise the right of 
veto, which unfortunately has been left to the 
Security Council cannot effectively lead to 

world peace and order. If America continues 
vetoing the admission of China into the U .N.O. 
America should be told to stop this. 

If I may be allowed to say something about 
African unity again, I had in mind the setting 
up of a sort of an African court of justice 
where Inter-African state matters could be 
taken ·without first taking such matters to the 
International Court of Justice at the Hague. 
There is at the moment a boundary dispute 
between Ethiopia and Somalia ; Zanzibar and 
Kenya, Guinea and Liberia, Mauritania and 
Mali, Togo and Ghana and even Nigeria and 
Fernando Po, all these African States have 
boundary disputes and we do not know to 
what extent these conflicts will go. In order 
to promote real African Unity, therefore, we 
must think of setting up an African court of 
justice where disputes of such nature could be 
taken. 

About a year ago, our Foreign Minister 
made a statement about our resolve to see all 
African states independent by 1970. I do 
not know whether we are still bent on this policy 
and to what extent we are out to see that this 
policy is carried out. I must say that by 
1970 we cannot allow any whiteman's flag to 
be flying in any part of Africa. 

At the moment I do not know what steps are 
being taken with regard to Fernando Po and the 
liberation of Angola. The other day an Ango
lan national made a statement that an agreement 
had almost been reached with Portugal over 
Angola's independence and it was quickly 
denied by Portugal. It must be properly 
resolved that this state of affairs after 1970 will 
be an unfriendly act to all independent African 
states. We are committed to that because our 
Foreign Minister has given that as the target 
date. The only way that we can achieve this is 
by getting all the independent African countries 
to come closer and resolve at the next Addis 
Ababa Conference that we cannot allow any 
whiteman's flag to fly in any part of Africa 
after 1970. If all independent African states 
will speak with one voice on this issue, there is 
no reason why the whole of the African 
countries would not be liberated before 1970. 

I have also in mind the question of South 
Africa and I would like to know what is our 
attitude towards white domination of the black 
majority in South Africa. We cannot allow 
such a state of affairs to exist and my view is that 
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this is one of the most important problems that say something on all these issues, and the only 
should be tackled by the Addis Ababa way we Members of this House can know the 
Conference. There is no justification at all for attitude of our Government is to receive a sort 
less than one million people to keep over eleven of white paper on these issues. I would expect 
million people in subjection. There must be the Minister of Foreign Affairs to see that this 
one man one vote, and if the white people in is done so that we may know what is happening 
South Africa are not prepared to co-exist with in other parts of the world. 
the African people, they must then begin to 
pack and go. 

An hon Member : Go where ? 

Mr Araka :Go back to their country. 

Before I wind up, I would like to commend 
the Foreign Minister on the Togo issue. In 
my view the Minister of Foreign Affairs did the 
best thing by summoning immediately, on 
hearing of the unfortunate incident, a meeting 
of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of other 
independent African and Malagasy States, and 
I would like to say that there was nothing 
wrong in the Minister's stating what would be 
the attitude of the Nigerian Delegation at the 
Conference. After all, President Nkrumah has 
already stated what will be his attitude at the 
forthcoming Addis Ababa Conference. He has 
already distributed papers right round the 
various Heads of States. It would not mean 
that Nkrumah is trying to dictate to other 
independent States what to do or that his 
views must be adopted. In the same light, it 
does not mean that our Minister of Foreign 
Affairs was trying to dictate to other indepen
dent African States what to do, or that they 
must adopt the Nigerian attitude. It is 
necessary for us to state our own views even 
before going to the Conference and while at the 
Conference if the other independent African 
States do not accept our views, it is for us to 
agree on whatever is the majority issue. 

Before I wind up-

The Deputy Chairman: Order. The hon. 
Member said that about three minutes ago. 
He has got only one minute more. 

Mr Araka : I would like to appeal to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs to be publishing 
more frequently white papers on international 
subjects. Let us know really our Government's 
attitude on major world issues and this should 
be done by publication of white papers. For 
example there are, the Sino-Indian dispute, 
the Togo issue, the Cuban issue and many 
other issues. We e~ect our Government to 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs (Hon. 
Jaja Wachuku) : I notice that there are many 
Heads to be considered. There are about three 
more Heads to be considered and-

M. Yusha'u A. Mohammed (Kubau Soba): 
On a point of order, I think it is not more than 
one hour since the Minister spoke to defend 
this Head. Many hon. Members want to 
speak on the same Head. I think it is too early 
for the Minister to speak a second time. We 
all want to speak on the Head. 

Mr E. J. Ogunkanmi (Oshun South East): 
On a point of order, whenever we have contri
butions to make, these Ministers seize the 
chance. It is too early for this Minister to 
talk about these things. We still have so many 
pieces of advice to give him and we have not 
got the time. He is going to talk now for about 
an hour. He has spoken once or twice. He 
should give us the ground to speak about his 
Ministry. 

The Deputy Chairman : Before calling 
on the Minister of Works and Surveys to give 
the explanation, I would like to appeal to hon. 
Members ; this is a Committee and under 
Standing Orders a Member has right to speak 
more than once. But I would also like to draw 
Members' attention to the fact that foreign 
affairs are very delicate and naturally, have a 
much wider scope than many others. A 
number of statements are made here which, 
if not corrected by the Minister, may lead to 
a lot of misunderstanding about Nigeria and 
her policies overseas. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys 
(Alhaji the han. Muhammadu Inuwa Wada): 
On a point of information, we are not against 
Members speaking and if they wish they can 
take the whole afternoon and the whole of 
tonight discussing Foreign Affairs. It is in 
their own interest to remind them that to-day 
they still have to discuss the Ministries of 
Health and Works. 
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Mr D. M. Gbolagunte (Ibarapa) : On a 
point of information, a Member who wants to 
speak upon a Head is supposed to put up an 
Amendment and I did put an Amendment to 
reduce this Head by £1,000. The Minister 
has spoken two times. I do not think he 
should take the whole of the time. 

The Deputy Chairman : I think many 
Members have taken this opportunity, if they 
had none before during the day, of getting 
their names down in the Hansard. I think we 
can proceed with business. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : I think 
as the Minister of Works and Surveys has said, 
this House has got some other Heads to 
consider. Really, to assist it to deal with the 
other Heads, I will not waste much time, 
otherwise if we spend the whole of this after
noon Members will have very little time at 
night to deal with the other three or four Heads. 

I want to say that I do agree with the hon. 
Member for Dambatta (Alhaji Muhtari) about 
the statement on the organisation that is going 
on in London. There is a very serious 
organisation, a subversive unit in London, 
which, if not controlled, will be very detrimental 
to the future of this country in London. The 
sooner our nationals know about this, the better, 
and those who publicise Nigeria should know 
it. 

An bon. Member: Tell us more. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs: I can 
only tell hon. Members as much as is necessary 
and no more. 

With regard to the statement about President 
Sekou Toure's coming, I do sympathise with 
the suggestion of the hon. Member for Onitsha 
Urban (Mr E. 0. Araka) about inviting him 
to address this House. We examined the 
possibility and it was found that for some 
reasons, and one of which is that it is not good 
for a Head of State to come here and address 
an empty house, it will not be good for him to 
come here to see a Parliament with empty 
benches. Also the Governor-General is on 
tour. He has a very tight programme in 
Western Nigeria. In fact, we are going to 
bring him back for one or two days to welcome 
him and then to see him off. It is difficult for 
us to fit that in. You cannot have him here 
to address Parliament when the Governor-

General is away. There are also so many 
things that should be done. It will not be 
possible to do all that and make it worthy of a 
Head of State. It is not included in the 
programme. We regret that but it cannot be 
helped. 

We agree that it would be a good thing to 
improve Ghana-Nigeria relations, but in a 
matter like this the usual phrase we have in 
Nigeria here is 'give and take'. That spirit of 
give and take must exist. But if it is a question 
of one person giving, another taking all the 
time, there comes a time that there is nothing 
else one can give and consequently one has to 
close one's door so that things may not run 
out. 

The hon. Member for Onitsha Urban 
(Mr Araka) read out to us a kind of rehearse 
on certain things that have been published
views of President Nkrumah on the future 
unity of Africa. I personally view these 
things with a certain amount of reservation 
because it is one thing to talk of African unity 
and to believe in it and to act it. Nigeria 
wants to say a thing and stand by it ; not say 
one thing and do another. 

I think I read the document. There is a 
suggestion of a joint currency. We do not 
want to go far to tell hon. Members that we 
had a joint currency and it was not Nigeria 
that broke it up. We had joint airways, it 
was not Nigeria that broke it up. Now, 
someone is telling us about one Parliament. 
How are we going to set up one Parliament ? 
Are we going to abolish Nigeria Parliament and 
dissolve that of Ethiopia or Liberia ? Who is 
going to dissolve them ? Where are we going 
to make the legislation to dissolve all of them 
to establish one Parliament ? 

Nigeria wants to deal with what is practicable 
and what is feasible. When it is obvious that 
things are impossible at this stage, there is no 
need going to split our hair over nothing. If 
we devote more attention to the Six-Year 
Development Programme and make it work 
then we will be in a position to contribute to 
our sister nations. But to talk of one Parlia
ment for Africa even politically if it were 
possible now to have one voice in the United 
Nations it would be disastrous to us because 
if you form one state now with one Parliament 
and one vote in the United Nations and as 
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weak as we are economically and militarily 
and all that our influence in the United Nations 
will be nil. But even though we are weak, 
we have our 30, 31 and 32 votes. The big 
powers will come here to lobby us and we can 
always use the number of votes we have to 
tell them our view and they will respect it. 
But when we have one vote wlJ.ich is not 
qualitative as the Russian or the American 
what is the value ? So, we must be realistic 
in our policies. This is just one of those 
considerations. Whenever we are taking a 
decision there are so many factors that we 
must examine and we cannot explain that in a 
market square. 

There are many problems on the question of 
African unity. Hon. Members said that the 
Foreign Affairs Minister does not consider the 
North African States and South Arabian and all 
that. I can assure you, Mr Chairman, that we 
do take full cognisance of these factors. Whether 
we like it or not, broadly speaking, there are 
three major factors, that must be taken into 
consideration if there is going to be any unity in 
Africa. The fact must be understood (and we 
must attempt to find a solution) that there are 
parts of Africa where there are black African 
states, with history and traditio1;1 . Slavery and 
all sorts of things went in there. There is the 
splitting up these areas by foreign powers
areas with the same tribal units as, in Nigeria 
here. Take the North-Niger, Sokoto, Kat
sina, Kana, Bornu, Chad. All these people are 
the same brothers and 'sisters. The time will 
come when we have to solve the problem of 
unification. This is throughout the whole of 
Africa. So, in black Africa we have that splin
ter movement which was created by foreign 
powers. We have to consider that. We have 
also tq consider that there are white settlers 
from Europe in North Africa, Kenya and in 
South Mrica. The question is, have they 
accepted to be Africans ? Are they prepared to 
behave like Africans ? Have they adapted the 
tradition and culture of Africans as their own ? 
Are they prepared to co-operate with me and 
hon. Members as Africans? These are problems. 

Now, if we have been follo'Wing international 
relations, on the Northern fringe we have 
another set of Africans who came to Africa 
about the Seventh Century A.D. in the days of 
Mamallek Turks in Egypt and the areas there. 
These people feel that they are bound by blood 
ties with people in the Middle East. A new 

Federation is being formed now. The question 
is how will hon. Members examine and equate 
that in terms of African unity ? We the Heads 
of States and the Foreign Ministers have to 
settle down with these people and examine how 
we are going to put these problems together in 
order to find a solution ? I have to spend 
sleepless nights in considering these things. 
These are real problems. There is no need 
telling us about African unity and when these 
problems stare us in the face we close our eyes. 
Like an ostrich hiding its head in the sand, later 
on it will bring it out whether it likes it or not. 
So, these are factors that we take into considera
tion. We want to find how best we can find a 
solution that will meet the need of everybody ; 
not to ignore them by shouting 'unity'. These 
are problems that must be studied so that we 
may try to evolve a solution. What we are 
trying to do is to get all the African States 
together, let them reason together and try to 
find a solution. We solve those that we can 
solve now and leave those that cannot be solved 
and keep on examining them as time goes on. 
We are not indifferent to such problems. 

I do not want to go into Ghana-Nigeria 
relations in this House. This is not the 
proper place for it. These are matters which 
will be handled in the normal diplomatic 
method and if the occasion occur;; where it is 
necessary to take any course of action that 
requires the approval of Parliament we ~ill not 
hesitate to do so. So, Mr Chairman, I beg 
your leave to ask the House not press me on 
that issue. 

With regard to the Cuban issue, I want to 
say that it is not true that we did not do any
thing. We work through the United Nations. 
There were two nuclear powers : one was on 
the verge of erecting all the missiles with a 
range of 2,000 miles, very close, about 90 
miles off the shores of the other, and the other 
discovered it and decided, if need be, to go to 
war on the issue because they felt it threatened 
them. Nigeria and other weaker powers in 
the United Nations summoned a meeting and 
called all the powers together. It was through 
the effort of these states that we channelled 
the differences through the Secretary-General 
and so there was a meeting ground between 
the Soviet Union and the United States. 
After the negotiations that went on came the 
question of withdrawal of Soviet missiles. 
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MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS) 

As hon. Members heard there are many 
thousands of Russians there and they have 
succeeded in withdrawing some of them, 
although many of them are still there. So 
we played a role in saving the world from a 
catastrophy. The only thing is that Nigeria 
does not believe in shouting before doing. 
We do and later on our did makes its manifest. 
That is what we do. 

Now Sir. with regard to disarmament, I 
want to point out to this House that we have 
been playing a role in the Disarmament 
Conference as one of the eight non-aligned 
nations. I led the first delegation and laid 
the foundation of our intervention in the 
Disarmament Conference. 

One of the basic propositions which we put 
to the Conference is that there can be no 
disarmament, it does not matter how much 
they talk about it, if the two blocs have no 
confidence in themselves. One may propose 
all sorts of things and if there is no trust it 
will be impossible. Because if one proposes 
one thing and another suspects there is nothing 
one can do. 

One of the basic propositions which we put 
to the Conference is that if the two Power blocks 
have no confidence in each other, we cannot 
have disarmament, however much we talk 
about it. We may propose all sorts of things 
to them, but as long as they continue to view 
each other with mistrust and suspicion, it will 
be impossible to achieve anything. We have, 
however, succeeded in getting the two powers 
to agree to abolish war propaganda. A 
document was drafted to that effect, and just 
when they were on the verge of signing it, 
which would have been a very good start, one 
of the powers decided to withdraw, and so 
nothing was signed. 

Now, they are talking again about on-the
site inspection. One party says that on-the
site inspection will amount to espionage. 
Well, I do not know how we can get over that, 
even if we agree that there will be three, four or 
five black boxes that will be put there. And 
t hat, of course, will again take us to the question 
of mutuality-by the time these boxes are put 
up and made effective (that is assuming that 
we all agree on the numbers) how shall we 
determine the most effective places to site these 
boxes. Anyway, we must first agree on where 

to site them, but by the time the place has been 
surveyed, the other side might come out and 
say that it is espionage. How, again, can we 
get over that ? 

Therefore, I still maintain that until confi
dence is restored between the two major 
groups, disarmament will be impossible. But 
it is a good thing that the eight non-aligned 
states have made it possible for them to start 
talking instead of shooting themselves. I 
want to tell this honourable House not to be 
anxious because, after all, we are not the only 
human beings in the world and if the world is 
to be blasted into pieces, we, and the other 
nations of the world, will all be there. 

The disarmament question started as far 
back as 1920 at the League of Nations, and 
when the League of Nations broke up, the 
question of disarmament formed part of the 
foundation of the United Nations Organisation, 
and what is going on to-day is still a continua
tion of the same problem. 

I think that if we can only concentrate in 
developing this country and having a solid 
basis of growth, we will be contributing to 
disarmament. I do not want hon. Members to 
split their hairs over this question. It is a very 
technical thing, and those who have the arms 
know what to do at the appropriate time. But 
Nigeria will do her best, in co-operation with 
the eight non-aligned countries, to exert as 
much pressure as possible to prevent them from 
jumping on the throat of each other. If we 
succeed in keeping them away from fighting, 
I think we will have done a great service to the 
world . 

These, Mr Chairman, are the main points 
that have been raised. I do not want to 
touch the question of 1970 when, as an hon. 
Member suggested, all Africa should be free. 
When the matter was first proposed here, I was 
abused in this very House for putting up a 
resolution to that effect. I remember some
body then suggested 1962 as the year in which 
the whole of black Africa should be free. 
Another Member said 1963. The year 1962 
has come and gone, 1963 is almost over and 
very soon we will have 1964 and this House will 
be dissolved, and yet the whole of black 
Africa will still not be free . A new Parliament 
will come to discuss the question of freedom 
for the whole of Africa, and, perhaps, it may 
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well be that 1970-the target date-may The Chairman : I think, that the Bill 
come and go and the whole of Africa may still is a pending legislation and, under Standing 
not be free. Order, I do not think we should debate it now. 

What we can promise is that we will put 
as much pressure as possible and use all the 
resources at our disposal, in co-operation with 
all the other African States, to see that the 
rest of Africa is liberated in consistence with 
our foreign policy. 

Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East): I 
think the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has been 
sufficiently thrashed, and I beg to move, 
That the Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to. 

Original Question put and agreed to. 

£2,824,910 for Head 44-Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Commonwealth Relations-ordered 
to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 45-MINISTRY OF HEALTH 

Question proposed, That £4,489,480 for 
Head 45- Ministry of Health-stand part of 
the Schedule. 

Mr M. C. K. Obi (Afenmai): I have a few 
observations to make in contributing to the 
debate on this Head. 

First of all, I would like to draw the atten
tion of the Minister to the special Health 
Scheme for Lagos. It is a nice thing to 
launch any health scheme, but the point is 
that there is too much hurry as far as the 
Health Scheme for Lagos is concerned. There 
are so many things involved in this parti
cular scheme. It requires careful consultation 
and examination before such a scheme could 
be launched. 

For example, a Paper which has been 
circulated round to Members about this 
scheme gives the impression that the scheme 
is going to be more or less a free health scheme 
for the people of Lagos. From my own 
understanding of all the papers we have got so 
far-

Mr E. 0. Araka (Onitsha Urban): On a 
point of order, the debate on the Lagos Health 
Scheme comes up tomorrow. I, therefore, 
do not think it is proper to begin to debate 
it now. 

Mr Obi : I am not debating the scheme. 
The point I am making is in the Estimates. 
I have mentioned that there are certain things 
which have to be considered and we have 
been given the impression that this scheme 
is going to be a sort of free medical scheme. 
But for all I know, the scheme is going to 
bring many people into very heavy commit
ments because the people of Lagos will be 
expected to pay for these services, whether they 
are working or not. It is compulsory that 
people have to pay for whatever treatment they 
receive under the scheme. 

It is believed, from the papers circulated, 
that the Ministry had expert advice before the 
scheme was prepared, and from what we have 
read about what has been regarded as the 
expert advice, it was suggested that the scheme 
should only be launched after proper consulta
tions have taken place among the various 
organisations involved in order to ensure its 
success. It is also said that on the medical 
officers especially depends the success of this 
scheme, but no consultation has been held 
with them upon whom so much depend. 
I believe it will be in the best interests of every
body-particularly both the Ministry and the 
people of Lagos-if the Minister reduces the 
speed with which he wants to proceed. 

An hon. Member: On a point of order, 
the hon. Member for Afenmai (Mr Obi) is 
anticipating a Bill which is yet to come up. 
This is contrary to Standing Order 33 (2). 

The Chairman : Order, order. I think the 
relevant provision of the Standing Order 
referred to is Standing Order 33 . I would 
therefore beg all hon. Members not to belabour 
the point of debating the substance of this Bill 
which is due to come up tomorrow, the 23rd. 

Mr Obi : I will then keep my powder dry 
till that date. 

Alhaji Muhammadu Gauyamma (Hadejia 
North): While I rise to support the exp~ndi
ture under this Head 45-Ministry of Health
! must admit that health is wealth. It is 
even more. 
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[ALlfAJI GAUYAMMA] 

The new scheme' to build abattoirs at Maidu
guri, Nguru, Kaduna, Kano and Sokoto is 
welcome. I tru~t many , more will follow. 
I wish to congratulate tll.e Northern Regional 
Government ori planning such schemes-

TQe Chaii-Ip.an : I think the bon. Member 
for I;Iad~jia North. (Alhaji Gauyamma) would 
be_ quite in . ord~r and within his rights to 
write a personal and private letter of congratu
lations to the Northern Regional Government. 

' ' .Alhaji Gauyan'una : I think that we should 
encourage this sister Region, the Northern 
Region, in the rearing of these cows so that 
they will be able' to p'rovide the rest of the 
country with fresh melit for consumption and 
to maintain good health. This scheme will 
serve two purposes. Firstly, it will promote 
and protect the health of our people because 
the ·meat produced in the North is despatched 
immediately with all precautions against con
tamination. Secondly, the meat arrives in the 
South in good time and thereby standatdises 
the meat market. It would also give increased 
services to the Nigerian Airways because they 
will help in the carrying of this meat to the 
South. If early killings by the slaughterers at 
the abattoirs are made and quick transport 
arranged-

The Chairman : Is the hon. Member for 
Hadejia North (Alhaji Gauyamma) still debating 
the abattoirs for which he congratulated the 
Northern Government ? If that is the case, 
will be please co-operate with the Chair. 

.A.thaji Gatiyarlu:Iia : I will now go to the 
improvement of health services in Lagos. 
What Lagos n~eds a:t the m9ment is prevention 
of diseases. Many of the streets and houses of 
Lagos are filthy. Every student of medicine 
or one of the health sciences knows that fresh 
air is very important to make the life of any 
person comfortable. I am sure I will not be 
taking the Federal Government by surprise 
if I say that most of the wards of Lagos are 
too congested. Many people sleep in a single 
room and the lives of many people are at a 
risk every night. 

The Chairman: If the hon. Member for 
Hadejia North (Alhaji Gauyamma) is referring 
to his noteS, as I believe he is doing would he 
do so less frequently. 

Alhaji Gauyamma : As I was saying, Lagos 
is congested. Too many people sleep in a 
room and their lives are in danger. What is 

worse the sanitation is poor in most cases with 
the result that the entire place is apt to be 
disease ridden. 

As prevention is better than cure, I feel 
that the Goverliment must do something to ban 
or make it offensive for any man to ease himself 
in a· sleeping place. There is no wonder tll.at 
the· Y orubas, the Action G'roup people liave 
made this their habit and for their own safety-

The Chairman: Order, order ! I think 
we are debating the Ministry of Health, and 
any references to a class of people like talking 
about the Yorubas will certainly ca11 for some 
reactions that may make the House rowdy. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja): With respect 
I protest. The Y orubas are not Action Group 
people. I am a Y orubaman of no mean order. 

Chief Ayo Rosiji : And the hon. Member 
for Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya) is not alone. 

The Chairman : I did rule that references 
to tribes should be kept out. 

Alhaji Gauyamma : In conclusion, I wish 
the Ministry of Health to try and improve the 
sanitary condition of Lagos so that it can be a 
source of pride when we take our visitors 
round. 

May I also congratulate the Minister and the 
staff of the Ministry of Health and the Lagos 
Town Council on their achievements so far 
in improving Lagos. I wish them progress 
in their future plans for Lagos . 

I beg to support. 

Chief R. A. Orok (Abak North East) : May 
I take this opportunity to congratulate the 
Minister of Health on the services he had 
rendered and is still rendering to the people 
living in the Federal Territory of Lagos. It 
is now high time that the Federal Government 
should introduce a national health scheme 
for the whole of the Federation. The Federal 
Government has now decided to have a health 
scheme for Lagos. The Federal Government 
should realise that the people living in the 
Regions also have as much rights to the 
Federal Government as the people living in 
Lagos. The people living in the rural areas 
are also contributing to the well-being of this 
country, and they should be looked after. 
The establishment of health centres will 
greatly improve the health of the people 
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living in the rural areas, especially the children 
who are the leaders of our country tomorrow. 
The Federal Government should spend more 
money and time on preventive medicine. I 
will even·suggest that the Federal Government 
should concentrate more on the production 
of vaccines and that they should be distributed 
all over the country to help prevent the spread 
of some diseases. 

Oba S. A. Oladkan (Okitipupa South) : On 
a point of order, we on this side are at a loss, 
we cannot hear the hon. Member for Abak 
North East (Chief Orok's) speech. 

The Chairman : If hon. Members would 
be more silent, I think there should be less 
difficulty in hearing. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): On a point 
of order, I think there is a scandal now of 
Chiefs going about as Obas. 

The Chairman : I am sure there are no 
worries about that. We know the difference 
between Obas and Chiefs. 

Chief Orok : Thank you, Mr Chairman. I 
am not bothered about what they may call oba. 
What we call oba is a type of tree. 

i wish to say that the Government should 
train more doctors who should serve the whole 
country. They should not be trained ex
clusively for Lagos health services. The 
doctors should specialise in vari6us fields 
such as ears, nose, eyes, brain, spinal cord, 
surgery and others. 

In the United Kingdom where there are 
many qualified doctors, people usually go for 
periodical medical examination. One of the 
best ways to maintain good health is by going 
for a medical check-up at least twice a year. 
If this is done regularly, diseases can be 
discovered when they are at their earliest 
stages. 

Another problem facing this country to-day 
is the menace of quack doctors administering 
dangewus drugs indiscriminately. This is a 
very serious problem which the Government 
should look into without delay. Drugs should 
be administered by qualified persons like 
doctors and chemists. For instance, some 
people give dangerous drugs to girls with 
view to procuring abortion. This type of 
thing kills our girls quite often and thereby 
reduces our population. · 

I would also remind the Minister of Health 
that the people of Lagos should not be the 
only people who should be dosed with medical 
facilities. As things are at the moment, it 
appears that facilities are being concentrated 
in Lagos, leaving the rural areas to suffer. It is 
because the p·eople in the rural areas have no 
medical facilities, they never get the assistance 
of doctors, that quack doctors have the oppor
tunity of carrying on their illicit practices. 

One of the ways of doing away with quack 
doctors is by encouraging qualified doctors. 
The Government should not deny anybody who 
is qualified appointment. No Nigerian should 
be denied the right of employment once that 
person is qualified for the job he applied for. 

I wish to thank the Missionaries who carry 
out medical services in this country. These 
Missionaries include the Lutheran, Methodist, 
Q.I.M., Roman Catholic, and the C.M.S. 
These Missiol'laries are doing very useful work 
in the Regions in the field of medical services. 
I also have to thank people like Dr Nzeribe 
the Marcus Memorial Hospital, Aba, and 
Community Hospital, Azumini, and many 
other medical officers who are in charge of 
various medical institutions in the Regions. 

With these remarks, I beg to support. 

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (Ishan West): In 
speaking at this moment on this Head of the 
Estimates, I would only like to draw the 
attention of hon. Members to the congestion 
in hospitals in Lagos. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem : What about Benin ? 

Chief Dame-Oboh : This is more notice
able in Lagos hospitals. If any hon. Member 
had ever been to any of the hospitals in Lagos, 
particularly the General Hospital, he would 
have seen how a great number of children and 
their parents suffer there. They have to wait 
for many hours before they can be attended to. 
Perhaps some hon. Members were misled. It 
was due to the campaign of so many people 
that this Health Scheme was being proposed. 

The Chairman : Order, order ! It has 
been ruled earlier on that the Health Scheme 
should be left out of this debate because 
debate on it will be coming up tomorrow. 

Chief Dame-Oboh : But one cannot help 
mentioning)t. 
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The hon. If a doctor employee of the Government The Chairman : Order ! 
Gentleman must help it. 

Chief Dame-Oboh : I should, however, 
say that I am grateful to the Government for 
trying to solve the problem of patients who 
often die owing to imprompt attention. 

Mr P. I. Okoronkwo (Aba Urban): On a 
point of information, the hon. Member for 
Ishan West (Chief Dame-Oboh) requires a 
doctor to examine his eyes. 

M. Yusha'u A. Mohammed (Kubau 
Soba): On a point of order, I thought I would 
be the second person to speak on this Head of 
estimates. 

Chief Dame-Oboh : I would say that what 
my hon. Friend the Member for Aba Urban 
(Mr Okoronkwo) has just said is very un
parliamentary. 

The Chairman: Order, order. The Chair 
is the custodian of what is parliamentary and 
what is not. Will the hon. Gentleman 
please go straight to the point. 

Chief Dame-Oboh : The hon. Minister 
should help those of us who come from the 
rural areas in regard to local medicine sellers. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : On a point 
of information, medicine selling in the rural 
areas is a Regional matter. 

Chief Dame-Oboh : It might be a 
Regional matter. I would advise that both here 
and in the rural areas, the local medicine sellers 
do a greater harm than good to the public. 
The people they sell medicine to do not know 
how they are measured, they do not know how 
many times they are going to take it a day. 
So, instead of killing the diseases, they make 
the patients suffer more. They have only one 
medicine for guinea worms, head aches, back 
aches, stomach troubles and for several other 
things. 

There is one other thing which I want to 
touch. In saying this, I am very serious. The 
Government doctors-most of them-are very 
dishonest. If you go to any of them in the 
hospitals, they tell you that the medicine you 
want is out of stock, but if you go to meet them 
in their private houses, they will get the 
medicine to cure you and then you pay twenty 
pounds? 

does not want to work for the Government, 
he should resign and work privately. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 
M. Ibrahim Gusau (Sokoto West Central): 

In supporting this, Mr Chairman, I should like 
once again to appeal to the Minister to see that 
health services are provided for the whole 
Federation. Here I mean, as it is well known, 
that the provision made for the Ministry of 
Health is more or less entirely for Lagos alone. 
I understand from reliable sources that 
actually, it is not the fault of the Minister of 
Health. It is the fault of our Constitution. 

According to the Constitution, health services 
are on the Concurrent List. Regional Minis
tries have their own responsibilities as the 
Federal ones, but yet, as I understand from 
reliable sources, the Federal Government is 
always willing to help the Regional Govern
ments on certain occasions. The Regional 
Governments generally do not want the Federal 
Government to interfere with their Ministries. 
This being the case, I still appeal to the 
Federal Government to see that certain health 
services should be renderd in the Regions. 
In the case of epidemic diseases, there is no 
reason why the Minister should not consult his 
colleagues in the Regions to see that epidemic 
diseases are brought under the control of the 
Federal Government. Epidemic diseases have 
no political barrier ; they do no mind any 
Region. Such matters, I think take more than 
one Region to deal with. 

Every hour, I always say that Cerebro 
Meningitis hits the Northern Region very hard 
and on a very large scale, and I know that the 
Regional Government always tries to control it 
in conjuntion with the Niger Republic. If 
health service is a Regional matter-, what of 
matters regarding other foreign countries ? 
The Regional Government does not try to 
control Small Pox or Cerebro Meningitis alone. 
It does so in co-operation with the Niger and the 
Chad Republics. So, although I realise that 
health service matters come under the Regional 
Governments, it is my candid view that 
epidemic diseases should come under the 
Federal Government. 

I have cited an example in the Northern 
Region, but I dare say that we can find other 
diseases in the East and in the West which are 
common in these areas and can be taken 0ver by 
the Federal Government. 
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I appeal to the Minister that in the light of the 
criticism always levelled against the Ministry 
for confining its activities to Lagos, there is 
room for amendment to our Constitution. 
There are reasons why the Federal Government 
should take over certain responsibilities. 

I beg to support. (Several Members stood 
up). 

The Chairman : I am sorry if my delay in 
calling a name has led to a confusion, but I 
think in the end, I did call the hon. Member for 
Awka North (Mr F. C. Ogbalu) to speak. 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North): Thank you 
Mr Chairman. I wish to make a number of 
observations. One of the points is about 
diseases which are foreign to this country and 
which are gaining ground. For example, Polio, 
and I should like the Minister of Health to make 
a statement on the efforts being made by his 
Ministry to protect this country from these 
diseases which are not indigenous. (Laughter). 

The Chairman : May I appeal to the 
Member for Awka North, and subsequent 
speakers to be brief so that we can accommo
date others. 

Mr Ogbalu : I wish to be brief but I have 
got about ten different points to discuss, and 
I wish to deal with them in a staccato manner. 

In the first place it is quite true that health 
services and hospital management are the sole 
responsibility of the Federal Government in 
Lagos, and that in the Regions the Regional 
Governments have to cater for their own 
people, but I think that there is enormous 
room for the Federal Government to help the 
Regional Governments in their health services 
by grants. 

For instance, Education is not in the Ex
clusive List, it is in the Concurrent List and 
yet the Federal Government has been doing 
its best in helping the Regions. So with 
respect to health and sanitation, I think it is 
a good thing if the Government will help the 
Regional Governments knowing full well that 
the enormous population we have is con
centrated in the Regions, and that the popula
tion of Lagos is so infinitesimal when compared 
with the population of the Regions. 

Another very important point is that we 
need many doctors and I think it would be 
in the interest of the Federation if the Federal 
Government would induce doctors from abroad 
to come and help us in the same way as we 
have foreign educationists and many others 
who are doing their best in our schools in the 
way of peace corps, et cetera. We also have 
a number of Indians who are doing a lot 
educationally in the country and I feel that 
in the same way doctors who are trained 
abroad should be induced to come and help 
us, thereby safeguarding the lives of millions 
in this country from the onslaught of un
qualified chemists and druggists who move 
about with needles, drugs, and syringes, 
administering injections here and there, and 
causing the death of thousands of people in 
this country. 

I do not think that any amount of money 
spent in this country by the Federal Govern
ment by way of inducing foreign trained 
doctors to come into the country to help us 
will not bear sufficient fruits. After all, 
without health, it will be difficult for all the 
proposals which are being made to be carried 
out effectively, whether in the offices or outside, 
or in the farms or in any other place. 

It is true that efforts are now being made 
for formal consultation between the Federal 
Government and the Regional Governments 
in matters of health, but I remember that a 
lot of inconvenience was caused last year when 
the Eastern Regional Government had to prohibit 
private practice by medical practitioners. 
At that time, on the floor of this House, the 
Minister of Health sanctioned the idea that 
doctors should continue with their private 
practice, and then I called for the establish
ment or a more positive and active national 
health service which could make the Ministers 
from the Regions and the Federal territory to 
come together and formulate a general policy, 
leaving the details to the Regional Govern
ments to fill according ~o their own disposition. 

I wish to say that the practice of the Federal 
Ministry of Health acting in one direction and 
the Regional Ministries of Health acting in 
another direction does not augur well for 
our medical services. It is quite true that 
the Federal Government tries to review the 
lists of registered druggists, chemists and 
doctors, but I think efforts should be made 
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[MR 0GBALU] 
whereby practitioners w.ho are f;Uling out of 
date or whose work is not really congeni!ll to 
the health of the citizens should really be 
looked into, and there should be more discipline 
among the people who are practising both in 
the Federal territory of Lagos and in the 
Regions. 

The next important point I wish to call 
attention to is the fact that we need specialists. 
We are starting to get sufficient doctors trained 
in our universities, and some of our sons are 
returning from abroad but we need more 
specialists in various fields. Notwithstanding 
that medical practice is a lucrative profession 
and that the Federal Government has not been 
giving sufficient scholarships and grants in 
this direction, I think it will be a good thing if 
scholarships are given to Nigerian doctors so 
that they can specialise in more advanced 
fields, and so that we do not need to look for 
treatment elsewhere. 

I wish to point out that in the Federal 
territory of Lagos we have got the University 
Teaching Hospital, in the Western Region; 
we have got the University Teaching Hospital at 
Ibadan ; in the North we have not got any 
and in the East we have not got any ; but now 
an illustrious Nigerian is taking upon himself 
to establish a hospital in the Eastern Region, 
and I am calling upon the Federal Government 
to give sufficient grant to aid the Ojike Memo
rial Medical Centre which has received the 
support of every citizen of this country. 
It will not be out of order if the Federal Govern
ment does something about it for it will be 
making for the unity and solidarity of this 
great Federation. 

I have to say that the fight against diseases 
cannot end without the eradication of mosqui
toes. The Ministry of Health must see to it 
that an effective campaign is carried out 
against the disease-carrying mosquito. In 
this connection I am calling for more effective 
research work in medical services. It is not 
enough to carry out medical treatment here 
and there or to establish hospitals. They 
are good but it will be a good thing if medical 
research centres are established and if more 
money is voted for medical research work. 
We know that without research work it will 
be difficult for various diseases to be handled 
for remedies or more drugs to be discovered in 
order to tl}ckle those diseases which are affect
ing the community. 

In winding up, I h;we to say that it will be a 
good thing if the Federal Government, when 
taking into consideration the criticisms which 
have been brought up on the Floor of this 
House, should be alive to the occasion by, as I 
have said earli~r, seeing to it that sufficient 
grants are given to the Regional Governments. 

1 beg to support. 

Mr D. 0. Ahamefula (Okigwi South West): 
On a point of order, I wish it to be noted that 
since we started on the Committee of Supply I 
have never been called upon to speak. 

The Chairman : May I say that I think it 
has been rather an unfortunate coincidence that 
several hon. Members have been known to be 
called upon soon after they have got up on their 
feet to protest. Will hon. Members please 
disabuse their minds of that as being a technique 
for catching the Chair's eyes. That will never 
be countenanced again, and I will please ask 
hon. Members to leave the Chair to conduct the 
sitting with decorum. 

M. Yusha'u Mohammed (Kubau Soba): 
In supporting this Bill, I would like to mention a 
few things. It seems that the Federal Govern
ment and the Federal Minister of Health are 
only concerned with the care of the people of 
Lagos. If we are talking about health, it does 
not mean that only Lagos people are entitled to 
good health to the exclusion of people in the 
Regions and in particular those other distant 
people in the rural provinces. 

I remember quite well that last year on the 
Floor of this House I asked the question 
"hether it will be possible for the Minister of 
Health to provide a mobile medical service so 
that people living in the remoter areas who are 
unable to attend the resident dispensaries which 
are under regional care, could take advantage of 
the mobile service, and the answer was "no". 

It is not cheating to set up such a service ; 
even if it is cheating, it is in our constitution. 
I would rather suggest that the exercise of the 
Federal Minister of Health would have been in 
consultation with the Regional Ministers. 
Not that the Regional Ministers cannot help to 
cure the diseases now surrounding the people 
living in the remoter areas, but if we must 
show concern for people who are living in the 
towns and cities, who after all have the opportu
nities of going to hospitals which are in many 
cases a stone's throw from them, we have to 
show even more concern for the people who are 
living in the remoter areas in which there are no 
dispensaries. 
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The Chairman : Order ! I find it quite Mr S. 0. Kolade (Oyo South) : On a point 
difficult to understand the hon. Member's of order, it is a minute more, Mr Chairman, 
argument. Is he debating rural health facili- and the hon. Member should stop. 
ties ? If he is, then it is certainly out of 
order. 

M. Mohammed : I am speaking on both 
the rural health facilities and the Bill. I 
think that if ever the Minister of Health is 
concerned with the Federal Territory, he 
should in the same way be concerned with the 
other people in the distant parts of the country. 

The Federal Government ·should have 
made provision in the Constitution that 
future Ministers of Health cannot be appointed 
only to take care of Lagos people, because 
these Lagos people are as important as, and no 
more important than their counterparts in 
the provinces. 

I see no reason why the Minister of Health 
should not go in consultation with the Regional 
Ministers of Health and produce an effective 
system whereby whatever facilities the people 
in Lagos enjoy, can and will be available for 
the people in the provinces to enjoy too. 

In this respect, I am appealing to the 
Minister of Health to call a conference of the 
three other Regional Ministers of Health at 
no distant date, to discuss this issue, because 
it is fundamentally important. 

An hon. Member : What issue ? 

An hon. Member: And finally. 

M. Mohammed : I am not prepared to 
finalise yet. If the Minister of Health does 
this he will seek the advice of these three 
Regional Ministers about what are the dis
turbing difficulties which the people in the 
regions encounter. In this way, a solution 
will come, whereby any facilities enjoyed in 
Lagos area will be enjoyed in all the Regions 
and other rural areas. 

The Chairman: Order, order! May I 
draw the attention of the han. Member to 
Standing Order 36. I believe it is the second 
time he has repeated this argument, and I hope 
he will not make it a third time. 

M. Mohammed : I am still appealing to the 
Minister of Health, because if he can remember, 
last year I asked on the Floor of this House 
whether he was aware of the fact that certain-

The Chairman: Order. I think quite 
frankly we have freedom of speech, but there 
are certain things we just must not do or say. 
The clock is right in front of the Chair, and 
there is no indication that the Chair is oblivious 
of the time. 

M. Mohammed : Thank you, Mr Chair
man ; when I am asking whether the people 
in the rural areas are not to-

The Chairman: Order, order. It six 
o'clock. Sitting is suspended till nine o'clock. 

Sitting suspended : 6 p.m. 

Sitting resumed: 9. p.m. 

House in Committee 

Mr D. E. Y. Aghahowa (Benin West): In 
supporting the allocation for this Head of 
Estimates, I beg to make a few observations. 
It is a common occurrence particularly in the 
Lagos General Hospital to find at least a queue 
of the people outside waiting to be admitted 
for treatment. One appreciates the difficulty 
which is, in fact, enhanced or increased by the 
strength of the population in this place. But 
all the same, I think that in other civilised 
places like London, where the populations are 
greater, are not confronted with at least an army 
of people waiting to be attended to in such 
places. One would really like to appeal to the 
Minister of Health if he could at least devise 
ways and means of reducing the congestion at 
times at the hospitals, especially where you find 
pregnant women waiting at the hospital gates 
from 7.30 in the morning till about 3 in the 
afternoon not having been attended to. 

Naturally a situation such as this is bound to 
bring in some element of frustration to the 
patients themselves because of having waited 
for so long. They naturally must get hungry, 
the anxiety to get home in time to prepare 
meals for their husbands must be great and 
the doctors attending these· unending queues of 
people must themselves naturally get tired and 
get out of sort which may bring in frustration. 
I am appealing to the Minister of Health if he 
could think of ways and means of alleviating or 
reducing the crowds that could be found 
always waiting at the hospital gates. 
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(MR AGHAHOWA) 
Furthermore to illustrate this difficulty the 

attitude of nurses must certainly be referred to 
at this stage. At least one has the impression 
that the large majority of them are butchers 
rather than people who really care for the sick. 
It is true that to-day if a person goes to the 
hospital even a simple word of sympathy, kind 
words, broad smiles and ready accessibility 
cannot be found in our nurses. All these 
things combine to promote the patients' steady 
progress towards recovery. One would 
seriously appeal to nurses that if they are really 
good nurses they are not expected to act in such 
a way that one could recommend them for 
disciplinary action. But when they take it 
upon themselves to go into the hospitals to 
serve at least we expect them to take good care 
of the sick. One would expect them to show 
that degree of tenderness, that degree of 
sympathy which are the real attributes of a 
good nurse and the necessary pre-requisites for 
a steady progress in the health of the patients. 

Another thing I would like the Minister of 
Health to make a statement on is that there is 
some degree of rumour circulating around that 
there are some elements of discrimination in 
the allocation of quarters to medical practi
tioners. If the rumour is true or not, I want 
the Minister to make a statement on this, at 
least to let us know what the case is, in order 
to wipe out the rumour. 

I am not making any attempts to sound an 
unhappy note, but rumour has it that Nigerian 
doctors on their first appointment are really put 
on very low scales of salaries as against 
their expatriate counterparts. One can hardly 
agree to this at this time of our independence, 
but Members of this Committee now have the 
opportunity of getting this matter cleared up. 

M. Yusha'u A. Mohammed : Since I was 
speaking before sitting was suspended at 6 
o'clock, I think I have to continue with my 
speech. I do hope that Mr Chairman will do 
justice to me by allowing me to continue with 
my speech after the Member for Benin West has 
finished his speech. 

The Chairman : I think the Chair is much 
in sympathy with the hon. Member. Sitting 
was suspended till 9 o'clock, and if he arrived 
here much later than 9 o'clock it is certainly 
nobody's fault. 

Mr Aghahowa : I would like to make a 
suggestion to the Minister of Health, if this 
would appeal to him to consider it necessary, 
at least, for the safety of the public to introduce 
legislation against people who really are quacks 
in this country. One might be tempted to refer 
to them as injection peddlers. There are a 
thousand and one of them in this country and 
one cannot imagine the number of our citizens 
who die annually as a result of the unskilful 
treatment they receive in the hands of these 
quacks. I think it will help the progress of all 
concerned if the Minister will consider it 
expedient, in the interest of the nation, to 
introduce legislation against this type of thing in 
our national set up. 

Further, I do not know if the Minister might 
not at the same time consider legislation to 
enhance the amount of punishment that should 
be attendant on any conviction following upon 
any illegal administration of injections. 

I would like to make one or two points in 
relation to drugs. Quite often drugs are 
supplied in hospitals and in most cases doctors 
try to issue out the drugs with the greatest of 
care, but in a large proportion of cases many of 
the drugs find their way out of the stores and 
are not accounted for. It is true and it is a 
known fact to a large number of Members of this 
House that some people in possession of drugs 
in this way open up for themselves drug stores 
outside and into which these drugs which 
illegally leave the hospitals later find their way 
and are on sale to the public. 

I am asking if the Minister will consider 
taking measures of checking and cross-checking 
the amount, qualit} and quantity of drugs that 
leave the stores from time to time. 

Finally, I have to make another appeal to the 
Minister of Health. Any Member who had the 
time to go to the hospitals to see the conditions 
there will really be in sympathy with the doctors. 
They work very hard indeed. We expect that 
everyone of us must work hard, at least in 
helping to build up the nation, but there is a 
point at which the doctors cannot give of their 
best because the number of people they have to 
attend to in a day is so enormous that they tend 
to lose their temper which is inevitable in such 
circumstances. 
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I would appeal to the Minister of Health I beg to support. 
to see if he cannot find it possible to devise the 
best way of reducing the number of working 
hours of doctors or if he could not recruit more 
doctors at least to help ease the situation. 

I beg to support. 

Oba S. A. Oladiran (Okitipupa South) : I 
rise to support this Head of Estmates. Doctors 
in the present stage of Nigeria's development, 
I mean doctors in Government general hospitals, 
should subject themselves to the rules and 
policies as laid down by the Ministries of 
Health. Anyone of them who cannot abide 
by the regulations should pack out from the 
Public Service. 

I should at this stage commend the attitude 
of doctors in the establishment of the Eastern 
Nigeria Government. When the Government 
of Eastern Nigeria thought it fit to legislate 
against private practice by Government doctors, 
these doctors accepted the ruling in good faith . 
Therefore, I hope all the doctors in all general 
hospitals should-

An hon. Member : General hospital where ? 

Oba S. A. Oladiran : Throughout the 
Federation I mean, all of them should borrow 
a leaf from these public-spirited men. 

To me, there is no amount too big to be 
expended on health as a whole in this Federal 
Territory of Lagos because the population of 
Lagos is increasing day by day. The Federal 
Government should be in a position to meet 
such a challenge by making adequate provisions 
to cater for the health of people in Lagos. 

The Federal Minister of Health should 
persuade the Federal Government to assist 
the Regions in their health schemes. This 
being so, people in the rural areas would think 
less of these quack doctors who go about 
hawking medicines and administering illegal 
injections to the people in the villages. 

I appreciate the Minister's efforts in estab
lishing a University Teaching Hospital in the 
Federal Territory of Lagos. The number of 
doctors at the present stage is inadequate in 
comparison with the population of Nigeria. 
Therefore, the institution should be able to 
orovide more doctors in the very near future. 

M· Sule Abba Biu (Biu North): In supporting 
this Head, I want to thank the Minister of 
Health particularly for his services to the nation. 
Secondly, the most important point which I 
wish to stress is that I wish the Federal Govern
ment to take all possible steps to see that 
health service in the Federation is handled by 
the Federal Government. This is very impor
tant because most of our people who are 
without medical care cannot live long since 
health service is left with the Regions. The 
people in the rural areas are not catered for 
sufficiently. 

Therefore, in this case, it would help the 
Regional Governments to take over dispen
saries from the Native Authorities and Local 
Governments. 

A lot of money has been spent only in Lagos 
on the health service and I do not think that all 
of us can benefit from the Federal Government 
in such a way. Having made these remarks, 
therefore, I beg to support. 

Mr N . E. Elenwa (Ahoada West): I have 
to support this Head without any reservation . 
The Minister of Health is somebody whom all 
of us know in the field of medicine. He has 
been a great scholar. Sometime last year we 
had the opportunity of knowing the wonderful 
thing the Minister of Health did for this 
country. As Administrator of Western Nigeria 
he did a very good job. 

My observation is that a lot of improvement 
is expected in our hospitals. For instance if 
one goes to the hospital one sees a long queue 
of about a mile and this long queue may not 
be attended to throughout the whole day. 
Some patients go there in the morning and 
return in the night. Some of these patients 
even die for want of care and some others die 
without seeing the medical officers they inten
ded to see. 

The Chairman : Order ! May I please 
invite the attention of the House to Standing 
Order 36. I think we have got very little time 
at our disposal to-night and may I appeal to 
hon. Members that if they want to make any 
point which has already been made by some
body else, Members should kindly omit it. 
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Mr Elenwa : Another point is the question 
of insufficient dispensaries, health centres and 
maternity hospitals. What I have in mind is 
that if these maternity hospitals and dispen
saries are extended, millions of our people who 
suffer will not suffer aad their suffering will be 
reduced to the barest minimum. 

The third point I want to make is about the 
condition of workers in the hospitals. For 
some time now, the nurses and the dispensers 
and even doctors themselves have been com
plaining a lot that their salaries are not at
tractive, they get no increments and there are 
some who remain on the same grade for about 
twenty years. I think this does not make for 
efficiency in the service. 

Another point is that in our hospitals we 
have not got sufficient specialists to man the 
various branches in the hospitals. Without 
specialists, eye specialists, dentists and so on, 
nothing can be achieved. Efforts should be 
made so that we recruit more of these specialists 
instead of leaving our hospitals without quali
fied men. 

One more very important point concerns 
private practice. Here since we came to this 
House from 1959, hon. Members have been 
talking and talking on the Floor of this House 
about private practice. For ex.ample, if one 
goes to a hospital and one is not attended to, 
a medical officer would not feel ashamed to 
say : "Look, this is the number of my house ; 
you can come back at such and such . a time". 

I am saying that if private practice is aboli
shed in our hospitals, every member of the 
community will be able to receive adequate 
treatment. I beg to support. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): I rise 
to support this Head, and I want to be as brief 
as possible. I want to touch on one -important 
point which no Member of this House nor the 
Minister of Health himself has been able to 
raise, and that is about the Mental Hospital. 
The point I want to make is, a person who is 
pronounced a lunatic is not put in gaol ; he is 
put in a certain place to be cared for by those 
who are not insane. And that is why doctors, 
mental doctors, are well paid. There is even 
one in this country to-day who has been 
over-paid. 

What I am saying is that mental nurses 
should not be paid the same salaries as nurses 
in General Hospitals. If they .are so paid we 
must consider the possibility of giving them a 
higher salary because they deal with people 
who are not mentally balanced. They deserve 
every encouragement. I do not think any of 
us will approach any man who is pronounced 
insane without being trained. 

Another point I would like to raise is that-

The Mmister of Finance : What about 
·doctors for bald-headed men ? 

Mr Ekanem : There is no doctor for that. 
If there is my hon. Friend, the Minister of 
Health, would have got one for me. 

If I raise any point in this House I must have 
facts to prove them and I am now calling ~m the 
Minister of Health and the doctors sitting in the 
Official Box to disprove what I am going to say. 
Is there any telephone in the Mental, Hospital 
in Lagos ? The answer is "No." With the 
result that the nurses either in the night or 
d'!ning the day can:g.ot get in contact with the 
doctor in order to attend to a patient whose 
condition might not be well controlled. 

Finally, I ~ow other Members would like 
to contribute to this debate, but what I am 
saying is that much has been said about con
gestion in hospitals here in Lagos. Much has 
been said about other things. Bearing these 
in mind, I .want this House to realise that we 
are in dire need of doctors as the population 
of Lagos is increasing day by day. Therefore 
we cannot blame our doctors if there are so 
many patients, as they cannot do more than 
their best. 

The other point I w~nt to make is that I 
agree that doctors are themselves lazy. A case 
happened just very recently when somebody 
took ill at night, and was driven at 3 o'clock 
in the night by Members of this honourable 
House to see a doctor. It took this doctor two 
and a half hours to attend to the patient just 
on the point of death. I calculated it. He 
sat there. He -was not attending to any pa~ent 
as there was no other: patient. He was just 
on his cup of coffee. He .came to us and asked 
us what had happened, and then he went his 
way. 
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An action like this will eventually bring such I remember that Members of this honourable 
a doctor into disrepute, and I am now asking House last year criticised the deplorable 
the Minister of Health to do everything in his services of doctors, nurses, and pharmacists 
power to stamp out such practice. The of Lagos hospitals. Ron. Memht>rs in this 
Minister is a professional of a very high House made an appeal to the Federal Minister 
standard in this country. He is not a politician, of Health then to remedy the deplorable 
and, therefore, not knowing how to calculate condition of the hospitals. The Minister who 
political mathematics, to go into cases of this cheril'hes democracy had to implement a law 
nature-- to suit the request of Members. But to my 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Zanna the hon. Bukar Dipcharima) : 
On a point of order, the hon. Member for 
Envong South (Mr Ekanem) should go to a 
mental hospital. 

Mr Ekanem : That is the mo~t unparlia
mentary, cheeky statement to be made by any 
Minister, and cannot be answered here. 

If I give a fact I want the Minister to refute 
it if he can. Let us not blame doctors in 
Lagos very much. The population has in
creased. We should blame the Minister of 
Finance instead. We want him to make funds 
available. We should blame the Minister 
of Education. We want him to request for 
funds in order to train more doctors. 

Finally, about the Teaching Hospital, I 
sounded a note of warning on the Floor of 
this House last year that the Lagos Teaching 
Hospital should not be converted into an 
experimental laboratmy, and I am very happy 
that up till the present moment 1 have not got 
any information that doctors have experimented 
in the Lagos University Teaching Hospital 
on human beings as was and is still being done 
in the Teaching Hospital at Ibadan. This is 
a credit to the Lagos University Teaching 
Hospital and to the Minister of Health I 
would wish the Minister to give closer super
vision in an endeavour to see that his doctors 
improve. 

I beg to support. 

Mr E. A. Odo (Idoma West) : I have to 
support the expenditure of £4,489,480 for 
health services during the year. I also wish 
to congratulate the Minister of Health for his 
capability, efficiency and wisdom of admini
stration. 

surprise many Members are now turning away 
from the request they made last year. 

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo South West): The 
hon. Member should not be allowed to read his 
speech. He is not reading the minutes of a 
county council. 

The Chairman : Order. I am not aware 
that he is reading. He is, no doubt, maling 
reference to his notes by following the examples 
of some of the Members. 

Mr Odo : We the Members of this House are 
no longer students to be led by one or two 
Members who think they are wise. 

The doctors, the nurses, and the pharmacists 
of Lagos know quite well that if the Lagos 
Health Service Bill is passed the drugs which 
they steal from hospitals will be useless to them. 
Consequer.tly, they engage now in a serious 
campaign, and no bon . Member here will deny 
that Lagos doctors, nurses, and pharmacists 
have not approached him. 

Several bon. Members: No! 

Mr Odo : They have approached all hon. 
Members. 

I am fully conceived to praise and congratu
late the Minister of Health for all his activities. 

M in ister of State (Ron. M . Amechi) : If the 
bon. Member for Idoma West (Mr Odo) is 
concei\ed, I think that is quite a good thing, 
because, incidentally, the Minister of Health 
happens to be a gynaecologist himself ; so, I am 
sure my hon. Friend will not be in any difficulty 
at all. 

The Chairman: Order. I think the hon. 
Gentleman was misunderstood. 

Mr Odo : The doctors, nurses, and pharma
cists, as I have already said, know quite well that 
if the Lagos Health Service Bill is passed the 
drugs which they steal from the hospitals will be 
useless to them. I have already said that 
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[MR Ono] 
However, I have to appeal to the Minister of 

Health to reconsider the fees being paid in 
Lagos hospitals. The fees are too high. 

An hon. Member : How much ? 

Mr Odo : They range from 10s-Od to 1s-6d 
per da)', and this is too high. So, I appeal to 
the Minister of Health to reconsider reducing 
the fees being paid for health services in Lagos. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja): I wish to 
make one or two points in respect of the 
present Head. In the first place, I wish to say 
that many Members of this House will agree 
with the statement made that doctors need to 
be paid a better salary from the time they enter 
the service. What I have in mind in this 
connection is that other professionals, engineers 
or lawyers, taking up appointment under the 
Federal Government are better paid than the 
doctors are at the moment. 

One other point I wish to call attention to is 
the present cost of the University College 
Hospital in Ibadan. A couple of years ago, 
I was one of three persons appointed by the 
Federal Government to look into the finances 
of the University College Hospital. Now, I 
find that many of the recommendations made 
to the predecessor of the present Minister, 
Alhaji the hon. Waziri Ibrahim, which were 
contained in a Government Paper, have not 
been implemented. Secondly, I find that 
whereas for the year 1961-62 the cost shown was 
£1,080,000 ; the estimate for the current 
year is £1,107,500. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh): But that is an improvement. 

Mr Ogunsanya : I am happy that the 
Minister of Finance is saying that it is an 
improvement, but we are not asking for any 
improvement of this nature. We know the 
position of the University College Hospital in 
Ibadan, and looking into these finances I 
recall that certain recommendations were made 
to the Minister, and I think it is about time 
these be looked into, because the position within 
the last 2 years has not improved at all, es
pecially with the corning into effect of the 
Lagos University Teaching Hospital. Some 

of the staff which only went to the U.C.H. 
Ibadan must be diverted to Lagos. There is 
no doubt about that. Rather than the cost 
going-

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): On a 
point of order, I am beginning to think that the 
hon. Member for Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya) is 
trying to reveal to this hon. House something 
which we believe is secret, otherwise the 
report of the Committee should be available 
to this House. So, drawing our attention to 
the report appears to me irrelevant. If it was 
made public it should be here. 

Mr Ogunsanya : I was not involved in 
any secret document. I think the hon. 
Gentleman, the Member for Enyong South 
(Mr Ekanem) is still remembering his days in 
the Action Group when things were done in 
secret. 

As I was saying, the Lagos University 
Teaching Hospital is now here and is already 
costing the Government quite naturally, a lot 
of money. The service originally done exclu
sively by University College Hospital could 
be diverted here. Rather than the funds 
provided rising by about £100,000 this year 
it should really have remained as it was or 
even go down a bit. 

One other point I wish to make is that this 
is an opportunity for the Minister to make a 
statement about the Lagos University Medical 
School. It has been said that this is comple
tely separated from the University of Lagos 
itself. If it is true, then we shall have another 
opportunity to say more. In Ibadan the posi
tion is not so. In most other universities I 
know of it is not so. If it is true that the Lagos 
University Medical School is completely cut 
off from the University itself, it is something 
which the Minister must look into quickly ; 
perhaps that is responsible for the amount 
required now going as high as £265,760. 

Side by side with that we have the vote for 
the Lagos University Teaching Hospital. I 
do not see why there should not be a better 
co-ordination between these two institutions
Lagos University Teaching Hospital as an 
institution quite apart from the Mainland 
Hospital as it was expected to be known. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 
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The Chairman : The Minister of Health. which we could best co-ordinate our activities, 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
On a point of order, we have spoken only for 
about 1 hour 45 minutes on this Head. Right 
now we have spoken for 50 minutes and we 
spoke for about 1 hour in the afternoon, and 
now the Minister is going to reply. I filed 
an Amendment to speak on this Head and the 
Amendment is standing there in black and 
white on the Order Paper. I was here this 
afternoon and nobody called me, which is 
contrary to the Standing Order of this House. 

The Chairman: Order, the House has 
taken note of Dr Okeke's presence. 

The Minister of Health (Chief the hon. 
M . A. Majekodunmi): Fortunately the criti
cisms on this Ministry this year have not 
been as serious as we have had in the previous 
years. Indeed many of the speeches on this 
Head are in complete accord with my own 
ideas, and I should, with your permission, 
Mr Chairman, group my replies according to 
the Heads on which Members have spoken. 

The hon. Members for Abak North East 
(M r Orok), Ishan West (M r Dame-Oboh), 
Sokoto West Central (M . Ibrahim Gusau), 
Kubau Soba (M . Yusha'u A . Mohammed), 
all spoke about the necessity for the 
Federal Government to take more acti ve 
interest in preventive medicine throughout 
the whole of Nigeria. This, I wish to assure 
the House, commends itself very strongly to 
me too, and I want to assure the House that we 
have been doing quite a lot. Admittedly, 
our Constitution is such that each Region is 
responsible for health in its own area of influ
ence, but much can be done even without 
changing our Constitution. In December 
1961 I convened a meeting of the Ministers of 
Health of the Federation here in Lagos and we 
formed a National Council on Health. The 
terms of reference of this Council are such 
that will enable us to co-ordinate all our efforts 
in the preventive medicine field. 

This National Council is now functioning 
and is growing stronger. Another meeting 
was also held in August last year in Kaduna. 
At the meeting the plans which we started in 
December 1961 were elaborated and we formed 
a Technical Committee to study the areas in 

and I am very glad to tell the House that at the 
moment all the Governments of the Federation 
are actively co-operating in the malaria eradica
tion scheme which is shortly to start in Nigeria. 
Already there is a pre-eradication school 
started here in Lagos into which all the people 
who are going to work on the eradication 
scheme are sent for training. 

An bon. Member : There are too many 
mosquitoes on the island of Lagos. 

The Minister of Health : They have been 
sent for training to combat mosquitoes and 
other causes of malaria throughout the country 

Apart from the co-ordination of our efforts 
in the eradication of malaria, we are, of course, 
actively studying all other epidemic diseases 
like cerebro spinal meningitis, river blindness 
as well as leprosy. So I wish to allay the 
anxieties of the Members who have urged us 
to do more in the areas outside Lagos that as 
far as the Constitution goes, the Federal 
Government is doing its best to ensure that 
we bring , the advantages of modern medical 
science to the remotest areas of our country. 

To come nearer home, in the area which 
directly affects the Federal Government, which 
is the provision of medical facilities for Lagos, 
I would say that we are only too well aware 
of our limitations here. We know that the 
services which we have now provided are in
adequate and we are doing our best to expand 
these services. During the last Budget Session 
this House passed a vote of £750,000 to enable 
us to build health centres all over Lagos so 
that people who live in the different areas of 
Lagos would have these centres available to 
them and there would not be so much con
gestion in the General Hospital. 

An hon. Member : Has the hon. Minister 
built these centres ? 

The Minister of Health : We are going to 
build them, they are not built yet. I would like 
the House to look on this question of congestion 
in the hospitals objectively. At the moment 
we have an attendance in the Lagos General 
Hospital of 1,600 patients every morning and 
if Members cast their minds and calculate that 
even if we give five minutes to one patient, 
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we can only see twelve in an hour and if there 
are five doctors working in the out-patient 
Department they can only see sixty patients 
in an hour, and in a working day of 7 a.m. to 
2 p.m. which is seven hours, they can only see 
420 patients. If we have ten doctors working 
in these consulting rooms as we have now 
rebuilt the out-patient Department of the 
General Hospital at the cost of £300,000 and 
we have ten consulting rooms there, we can 
only see 840 patients even if we give them five 
minutes, and I assure Members that it takes 
more than five minutes to know what is wrong 
with a patient. 

That is why it is necessary for us to look at 
these things scientifically and to ensure that 
these patients do get attention. It does not 
matter how many doctors we have if we have 
to have the consulting rooms in which we are 
to examine these patients. That is the basic 
philosophy behind the proposals whil.h was 
approved at the last Budget Session in this 
House to build these health centres dotted all 
over Lagos, so that there would be more 
facilities for people here. 

Now apart from these points to which 
Members have drawn my attention the hon. 
Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) did 
put up a point about which I think he is not 
very serious at all. I think he probably had 
difficulty in getting some friends of his working 
in the mental hospital on telephone ; but if he 
does not know the telephone number of the 
Mental Hospital in Yaba, it is 44176. 

The Chairman : Order, order. Please may 
I appeal to hon. Members again that we have 
still got the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
Prisons and the Ministry of Works and Surveys. 
So I appeal to hon. Members to kindly co
operate so that we make progress. 

£4,489,480 for Head 45-Ministry of 
Health-ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 47-MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

£219,360 for Head 47-Ministry of Internal 
Affair~ --ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

£1,276,480 for Head 48-Prisons-ordered to 
stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 5R-MrNISTRY oF WoRKS A...'lD 

SURVEYS 

Question proposed, That £6,493,340 for Head 
58- Ministry of Works and Surveys-stand part 
of the Schedule. 

The Chairman : The Minister of Works 
and Surveys. 

Mr N. D. Ukah (Owerri North East) : On 
a point of order, Mr Chairman, it is the 
practice in this House that Ministers make 
statements about their portfolios after Members 
have made their speeches and the Ministers are 
given the opportunity to reply. May I know 
if there is a departure from that procedure ? 

The Chairman : There is no hard and fast 
rule about this but may I say that as Members 
have noticed, during the debate on the Second 
Reading of the Appropriation Bill Ministers 
take the opportunity to account for all they 
have done during the past year, giving outli~ts 
also of what they intend to d0 so that duriug 
Committee stages Members will be in a r<'sition 
to criticise them. Unfortunately, the Minister 
of Works and Surveys had not the opportunity 
of making his own speech at the Second 
Reading and I think it is to the advantage of 
Members that he takes this opportunitv to 
render his account and outline his policies so 
that vou know what to criticige. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys 
(Alhaji the hon. Muhammadu Inuwa Wada) : 
Thank you very much, Mr Chairman . At the 
last Session I explained to hon. Members that 
the road programme of my Ministry is based 
on a forecast of traffic growth and economic 
potential in the next ten-year period. I also 
explained that it was a two-phased Road 
Development Programme estimated at a total 
cost of £195,4'i3,000. 1 repeat, the egtimated 
total cost of the Road Development Pro
gramme is £195,4-:,3,000. 

The first phase of this Programme estimated 
to cost £100 million consists of four categories 
of road projects designed : 

to provide easy access to ports; e.g., the 
approach roads to Lagos, the Port Harcourt
Aha road and the Lagos-Ikorodu road; 
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ru serve industrial areas; e.g., Gusau
Sokoto road, Sokoto-J aredi-Yelwa road, 
Onitsha-Owerri road and Shzgamu-Benin 
road; 

to implement agreements reached with 
other African countries to foster African 
unity and solidarity; e.g. Otta-ldiroko road 
and Tegina-Daura road ; 

and to keep the other roads not in the 
present Plan open by rehabilitation and 
bridge strengthening; e.g. Ilorin-Ajasse road, 
Aba-Oron road, Ikorodu-lbadan road and 
Bama-Goza road. 

Hon. Members will recall that because of 
Government's decision to give greater priority 
in the Six-Year Development Plan to agricul
tu~al and industrial projects, only £45,000,000 
of the estimated cost of £100,000,000 was 
approved for inclusion in the Plan to meet the 
projects of the first phase. My Ministry would 
have liked a larger share of the funds to meet our' 
Road Programme but, like other Ministries, 
has to submit to the Plan Sector limitations 
which are laid down in the interests of overall 
balanced economic development. It is this 
limited financial provision which has made it 
impossible to meet the large number of requests 
for road developments in various parts of the 
country. Furthermore, in order to follow 
strictly the assumption of the Plan, the timing of 
execution of projects very often depends on the 
outcome of negotiations which the Ministry of 
Finance has to make to s.ecure necessary 
finance. In spite of these limitations, work on 
projects in each of the four categories of the 
Programme has proceeded uninterrupted. 

I am happy to report that at the end of the 
first year, considerable progress has been made. 
In some of the projects, for example, the 
approach roads to Lagos, the Otta-ldiroko road, 
financial arrangements have been completed and 
work will start in the next dry season. In the 
case of other projects such as the Beni Sheikh
Maiduguri road, the Bauchi-Gombe-Yola road, 
the Enugu-Abakaliki road, the Benin-Asaba 
road and the Ilorin-Ajasse road, survey and 
design have been completed and, subject to 
release of funds, work will start soon. The 
survey and design of some other projects such 
as the Port Harcourt-Aha road, the Onitsha
Owerri road and the Gusau-Sokoto road are in 
progress and should be completed during this 

financial year. In the case of the Gusau-Sokoto 
road, it is estimated that the survey and design 
would be completed by the end of this month to 
enable work to begin as soon as funds are 
released. 

I now turn to those projects whose construc
tion work is in progress. These include the 
Sokoto-J aredi road which is in the last stages of 
complPtion. The Shagamu-Benin road with 
only 50 miles of construction still outstanding 
will be completed in the new year, while the 
Funtua-Gusau road will be completed in 
eighteen months' time. In the case of the 
Tegina-Daura road, work is progressing satis
factorily, and it is hoped to complete this 
project according to schedule in May 1965. 

I have also received a number of requests 
to widen bridges, but due to limited funds it 
has not been possible to meet all the requests. 
However, hon. Members will be pleased to 
know that work on the Niger Bridge is pro
gressing according to programme and will 
be completed in two years' time. The contract 
for the Donga River Bridge is being prepared 
and when completed work will start. Work 
on the Malu Road bridge to connect 
Ajegunle and Apapa will start this year. With 
respect to the second Lagos Bridge, hon. 
Members are aware that my Colleague, the 
hon. Minister of Commerce and Industry, 
recently signed on behalf of the Federal 
Government a number of Agreements, includ
ing that which will provide the necessary 
finance for the bridge. In addition, the de
tailed work regarding necessary compensation 
for those who will be displaced from sites 
required for the Approach Roads has been 
going on for some time under the control of 
the Ministry of Lagos Affairs. The way will 
be clear for the work to start when this exercise 
is completed. 

To meet the growing demand for water 
created by the expansion of Lagos and its 
outlying areas, the development of Lagos 
Water Supply provided for in the Six-Year 
Development Plan is being carried out in two 
phases-the first phase which will be financed 
from U.K. Loan will, when completed, 
increase capacity from 16 million to 20 million 
gallons of water daily. As soon as the pro
cedure for drawing down the loan is agreed, 
work on this first phase will start. The second 
phase of this project which is estimated to 
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cost £1,1 million will increase capacity to 
40 million gallons per day. Negotiations in 
respect of this aspect of the projects are under 
way with the U.S.A.I.D. officials who have 
been asked to undertake studies required to 
provide the necessary data needed to support 
application for A.I.D. loan. 

At this stage, I would like to refer briefly 
to the question of registration of contractors 
and award of contracts so that I may dispel the 
misgiving that registration carries with it an 
·mdertaking on the part of the Federal Govern
ment to award contracts to persons so regis
tered. This is a misconception. Registration 
merely certifies a recognition of the competence 
of persons or firms so registered to tender for 
and their ability to execute contracts in the 
appropriate category. There are at the mo
ment over 1,500 persons and firms registered 
as contractors with the Federal Works Registra
tion Board. It is impossible for the Federal 
Government to find work for every person or 
firm registered. 

Mr A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : Why 
register them ? 

The Minister of Works and Surveys : 
The hon. Member does not follow ; he is only 
sleeping. 

It may be pertinent at this juncture (o remind 
contractors that apart from theFederal Govern
ment's Statutory Corporations and the Regional 
Governments have their own Development 
Programmes and also use contractors in the 
e>.ecution of these programmes. By tapping all 
these avenues, they will stand a better chance of 
achieving a steady turn-over. 

In the award of contracts, it has been my 
policy to ensure increasing participation of 
indigenous contractors in the Development 
Programme. In spite of the fact that the low 
financial capacity and technical competence of 
a large number of indigenous contractors 
limited their share of the larger civil engineering 
contracts where substantial capital is required 
in the early stages of the contract, I have 
in the interest of indigenous contractors 
examined these problems carefully, while at 
the same time making sure that Government's 
interests are safeguarded. My investigation 
of these problems has revealed a number oi 
areas in which indigenous contractors can be 
helped. In this respect facilities for plant 

advance are now, in suitable cases, extended 
to contracts of values under £100,000. In 
addition, in cases where adequate precautions 
can be taken, Suppliers' bills may be paid 
directly by the Government. These measures 
are intended to provide indigenous contractors 
with additional financial help, and thus relieve 
them of financial embarrassment during the 
execution of the contract. The extent of the 
help involved in these measures is considered 
at the moment the farthest that the Govern
ment can go without serious financial risk. 
The problem is constantly under review and as 
and when it is possible to do so, further 
measures which will increase the ability of the 
indigenous contractor to execute larger contracts 
will be introduced. 

These measures must however, be regarded 
as providing only short-term solutions to the 
problem of lack of financial capacity of the 
great number of indigenous contractors. The 
more lasting solution lies in the pooling 
together of their resources to provide larger 
financial backing for their business. I hope 
indigenous contractors will make a move in 
this direction. 

With the dissolution of the West African 
Building Research Institute, my Ministry has 
now taken over direct responsibility for build
ing research. To ensure that the -work of the 
research organisation is geared to the needs of 
the country, studies are in progress to deter
mine an adequate organisation for this purpose. 
In the meantime the staff of the dissolved 
Institute who are in Nigeria have been retained 
to carry out some of the necessary ground--work 
preparatory to the formation of an adequate 
organisation. During the last year, although 
still handicapped by the shortage of trained 
and experienced field surveyors, the Survey 
Division pressed forward with its three main 
functions-the provision of national framework 
controls upon which all regional and federal 
mapping is based, the extension of the topogra
phic map coverage in the country at scales 
of 1/50,000 and smaller, and the mapping of 
Lagos Federal Territory. The latter has now 
been completed for the whole of the Mainland 
area. Topographic mapping is being carried 
out in the Minna and Makurdi areas, and a 
team of Federal surveyors is also engaged in 
demarcating the new Kainji dam so that 
resettlement of the local inhabitants can take 
place. 
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I would also like at this time to express appre
ciation to the Governments of Canada and the 
United Kingdom for the assistance we are 
receiving from them in mapping parts of 
Nigeria. Good progress is being made in 
mapping a large sector of Central and Western 
Nigeria by the Canadians, and the United 
Kingdom is undertaking the mapping of large 
areas in the Eastern Region and the Adamawa 
and Sardauna Provinces areas of the Nonh. 
The provision of these accurate and modern 
maps will help to accelerate the development 
within these areas as it is becoming realised 
more and more that maps are one of the basic 
tools for planning and development. 

A reorganisation of the Headquarters of the 
Survey Division is also in hand which should 
result in greater output of maps, and it would 
be of interest to bon. Members to note that 
this has culminated in the appointment of a 
Nigerian to take complete charge of the 
Survey Division. The Survey Division is in 
the process of building up an efficient, well 
trained and compact mapping organisation 
that will play its full and essential part in the 
development of the country. 

Mr A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South): There is 
no doubt that we all have heard what the 
Minister of Works said-(Interruptions) 

The Chairman : May I appeal to hon. 
Members. We have got a little over an hour 
to debate this Head. There are already 
many Members who want to speak on it and 
as such, I would ask hon. Membe1s to limit 
their time to ten minutes so that the opportunity 
to speak may go round. 

Mr Odulana : I totally agree with the able 
Chairman, and I will adhere to your advice, 
and believe me, I will just take ten minutes 
only and no more. However, I V~>ill request 
hon. Members to please listen to this my 
little advice to the Minister of Works and 
Surveys. 

We have all heard the comprehensive policy 
for his Ministry during the ensuing year, but I 
would like hon. Members to know about one or 
two items of his expenditure for the year. At 
page 254, hon. Members will see under 
expenditure-Ministry of Works and Surveys
" Agency fees, recurrent works _ £245,634 ;" 

further down, "Plant Hire Charges : recurrent 
works for £57,566," and lastly, "Crown Agents 
and Bank Commissions £10,160." 

I do not mind if this money is given to Bank 
Commissions or whatever is done with them, 
but I want to talk principally on Crown Agents 
and those who take the lump sum amount on 
Agency fees . Is it not worthwhile for Nigerians 
to represent themselves so that these agency 
fees might go to their pockets ? Is it not high 
time for a Buying Commission to be set up with 
headquarters in Nigeria- where Nigerians can 
be at the head after training ? Can we not find 
an office in England or wherever we buy goods 
with Nigerians managing such offices ? This 
will enable these heavy commissions to come 
back to the pocket of Nigerians. It should be 
noted that even to-day, Nigeria is still paying 
under one million pounds to the Crown Agents. 
I do not know what this payment is for. 
It is not the Ministry of Works and Surveys 
alone that pays out these amounts, but all the 
Ministries, including the Prime Minister's 
office. If we look at the Ministry of Health, 
whose vote we have just passed, it will be seen 
that many of their buyings are done overseas 
and not in this country. What these buying 
agents abroad are taking from our revenue 
overseas is enough to give jobs to our 
unemployed people in this country. If we 
have Buying Commissions in this country and 
abroad, Nigerians will be there to do the buying, 
and there is no doubt that almost about a 
quarter of a million pounds-buying commis
sions paid overseas to foreigners-will be spent 
to employ a lot of Nigerians. 

This is what I want to bring to the notice of 
all hon. Members and the Minister in particular. 
While we are talking about unemployment in 
this country, the Crown Agents will be boasting 
of so many million pounds Buying Commissions 
from Nigeria. At one time in 1959, the Deputy 
Head of the Crown Agents, Mr Rowe, said that 
they got over fifteen million pounds Buying. 
Commissions from Nigeria. At that time the 
Federation of Nigeria, including the Regions, 
did not purchase more than eighty thousand 
pounds worth of goods. 

Now, let us say that the Western Region, the 
Eastern and Northern Regions budgeted for 
£30,000,000 each. We shall find that the three 
Regions will spend £90,000,000. Now, let us 
take it that the Federal Territory budgeted for 
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£58,000,000, we shall as well find that the total 
will be £148,000,000. And if the Crown Agents 
were to take five per cent as their Commissions 
from that £148,000,000, hon. Members know 
what that will amount to. If they buy for us a 
thirty million pounds worth of goods, they will 
take five per cent of that thirty million pounds. 
This is what I want hon. Members to know. 
Those of us who come from the minority areas 
do not know what it is, because our councils buy 
directly and not through the Cro'"·n Agents. 

I will advise the Minister of Works and 
Surveys to employ one expatriate officer who is 
well experienced in this country, especially 
those from Statutory Corporations, or those 
serving as stores officers. Such an expatriate 
officer will help to train our Nigerians so that 
our boys and girls would be able to undertake 
this type of job. Do hon. Members know that 
the Nigerian Ports Authority Stores Depart
ment is the best to-day r Their Stores were 
managed by several Europeans before, but now 
the place has been fully Nigerianised leaving 
one expatriate officer who will soon be going in 
about a year or two. Such an expatriate officer 
could be employed to train our boys and girls 
as he had done in the Ports Authority. The 
Railway Corporation and the Electricity Cor
poration of Nigeria also train their staff. In 
employing an expatriate, I must sound a note of 
warning. When one is to be employed, the 
Minister must make sure that such a person is 
not a selfish expatriate who would not like to 
impart the required knowledge to our men, 
simply because when he does so and our men 
become competent in the work, the expatriates 
would lose the chances of getting more commis
Sions. 

It is most essential that we must have some
body with accounting experience. He must 
be a member of the Purchasing Association, a 
member of the Institute of Public Supply and 
attached to the Institute of Transport. He 
should have many years experience in a 
commercial undertaking, as distinct from a 
Government department, and large organisa
tions whose methods of buying are concerned 
with economic stability. He must be in a 
position to train Nigerian staff in such methods 
affecting shipping, insurance and accounting, 
and also be in a position to find the best quality 
goods in the cheapest markets. Such a 
person must be interested in Nigerians so 
that he will unselfishly train them to take over 

lhis work in the shortest possible time in order 
that it will be fully Nigerianised at the earliest 
date. This officer should have had a wide 
experience in the United Kingdom as well as in 
Nigeria and be fully acquainted with the 
procedure applicable to the Crown Agents, 
and be in a position to arrange the necessary 
training not only in Nigeria but with the 
Crown Agents in London. 

Such a Buying Commission would bring 
about a considerable saving. As the representa
tive of Nigeria in this respect, the officer would 
be in a position to persuade manufacturers to set 
up industries in the country, by virtue of the fact 
that he would be dealing with purchases on a 
national basis as distinct from the present 
regional and departmental basis. The effect 
of this will be the ultimate retention of our 
Nigerian currency and provide work for many 
Nigerians who are presently unemployed. It 
can be seen that the setting up of a Nigerian 
Buying Commission will not only provide the 
means of establishing our own buying organisa
tion which will save many thousands of pounds, 
but will also be an instrument in establishing 
local industries which would otherwise not 
necessarily be started by a particular manu
facturer. Nothing but good can come from 
establishing such a Buying Commission. 

May I give an illustration. If the Eastern 
Regional Government spends £15,000 on 
envelopes of all sizes in a year, the West 
Regional Government £18,000, the Northern 
Regional Government £20,000, and the Federal 
Government £30,000, taking this together, that 
is almost £500,000-which is enough to 
establish an Envelop Industry in Nigeria. 
If all the purchases are codified together and 
we have a buying commission, it will be better 
than as at present where the West will buy 
here and the East will buy there. It will just 
be like a river that does not allow other creeks 
to get into it and it soon gets dried up. 

Therefore IIlY advise is that the Govern
ment should think of setting up such industry 
as a means of providing job and then the 
money will corr e back to our pocket. The 
Government should reject the idea of paying 
three-quarters of a million pounds every 
year to the Crown Agents. How many 
Nigerians are working in the Crown Agents ? 
Not one. They do not want any person to 
know the method of purchasing. Do Mem
bers know how the Crown Agents get their 
money ? They get five per cent from us : 
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in some cases they take two and a half per cent When the road is tarred at least from Zin
or three and a half per cent and then go to taku to Ikuta boundary, not only the people 
the manufacturers and take ten per cent. They in !gala Division will enjoy it. This road will 
give the agencies to their people over there: be enjoyed by the Northerner, the Easterner 
Nigeria is not represented in this deal, and and the Westerner. If Members look at the 
all the money is going from Nigeria. This geography maps, they will discover that this 
is all the advice that I have for the Federal road is very important even to the Federal 
Government. Government. 

I have to thank the Minister of Works 
for the trunk 'A' roads he has undertaken 
to construct and maintain in this country. 
Believe me, my only criticism of his Estimates 
is that the Minister should stop paying all this 
lump sum money to the Crown Agents. It 
is time to stop it and get job for our people. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr J. A. Yacim (Igala North West) : I rise 
to support the expenditure on this Head. 
In doing so, I have to call the attention of 
tr.e Minister of Works and Snrveys to the fact 
that it is nothing less than regret to me that 
since 1960 that I started speaking about the 
dangers of roads and bridges in Igala Division 
as a whole, no single amenity of the Federal 
Government has been extended to that Division. 
No Parliamentary Secretary or Minister has 
since visited these roads. . As I said, it is a 
regret to me in person and to the people who 
sent me here, and I "'ill tell them that we are 
just here to help the Minister of Works to 
approve the expenditme to tar Ikeja-Ikorodu 
road ! We are also helping the Minister 
to approve expenditure to tar Nsukka road 
and at the same time to construct Keffi-Bornu 
road. All these roads are in Nigeria, but at 
least the Ministry should take into considera
tion the question of surveying the whole 
country. The Minister knows all the parts 
that are represented by the Memb~rs who were 
elected to this House. 

If the money is small, the Minister should 
ask for more. Actually, I know the Ministry 
will say that other Mi..istries want to use the 
money out of the current fund available, but if it is 
£1,000 that is provided, let every division have 
a penny out of it. If the Federal Government 
can help Kano with £7,000, Zaria with £25,000, 
Enugu with £17,000 and Onitsha with the 
same amount and Abakaliki with the same 
amount, is it not cheeky to be in the rural 
areas where we only bear the burden of the 
towns ? This is our complaint. 

I referred the House, once upon a time, to 
the history of Nigeria. I wonder why we in the 
!gala Division shall not be looked after by the 
Federal Government. It is not surprising 
that if I go back to my people and tell them 
that Nigeria has achieved independence, tht::y 
will not know what I mean by independence, 
even though some of them go to school and 
some of them are well educated. People should 
have things of their own. We must have equal 
enjoyment. I cannot possibly drive my car 
to other parts of my constituency during the 
rainy season. The only major road which was 
opened in the colonial days-Zintaku which 
links the Eastern Region with the North-has 
been neglected. Something should be done to 
it now that Nigeria is independent. Lokoja, 
I must say again, was once the headquarter of 
Nigeria. In the interest of the unity of this 
country, we must have equal enjoyment. 

We want to gain it by respect but I am 
compelled to tell the Minister that when I 
left home, I came down here with the intention 
of asking the Minister of Works and Surveys 
to resign, but after listening to the account of 
his stewardship, I am convinced that enough 
has been done by his Ministry to justify his 
continuance in office. I, therefore, do not 
intend to carry out my original intention. 

All I have to do now is to appeal to the 
Minister to realise that Ikeja and Ikorodu 
alone are not Nigeria. We· have not come 
here to help only the hon. Member for Ikeja 
(Mr Ogunsanya). . The road which I have 
mentioned should therefore, be given priority 
attention. 

Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East): In 
the event of the hon. Minister of Works and 
Surveys building a road in Lokoja, will the hon. 
Member for Igala North West (Mr J. A. 
Y acim) reconsider his intention of asking the 
Minister to resign. 

Several hon. Members : He has with
drawn. 

(931) 



1833 [Appropriation (1963-64) 

Federal Parliament Debates 

22 APRIL 1963 B ill : Committee] 1834 

Mr Y acim : I have not said that the Minister 
should resign. I said that I came here with 
the intention of saying so but after he had 
given account of his stewardship, I abandoned 
that intention. All I am doing now is to 
appeal to him to see that the road is completed. 

An hon. Member : In the hon. Member's 
constituency ? 

Mr Yacim : Not in my constituency, it is 
part of Nigeria and everybody stands to 
benefit by it. 

I humbly appeal to the Minister to take note 
of my suggestion. The Minister took note of 
it two years ago, he took note of it last year, 
and I am sure he is taking note of it now. 
His job is not only to write it in his note book 
or to read my speech in the Hansard tomorrow. 
I want him to take action on it as soon as 
possible. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr N. D. Ukah (Owerri North East): I 
want to impress on the Minister of Works and 
Surveys (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: Order, order. It is my 
intention to accommodate as many Members 
on my far right as possible but I think that 
will not be possible if Members will insist on 
their right to discuss at full length. But if 
Members will confine their remarks to about 
six or seven minutes, I think I shall be able to 
accommodate them. 

Mr Ukah : I wish to impress upon the 
Minister of Works and Surveys the necessity 
for a vigorous road policy to embrace the 
whole country. The Minister has often 
heard it said on the Floor of this House that it 
is desirable that the Federal Government 
should take over many of the roads now being 
maintained by the Regional Governments so 
that the Regional Governments can eventually 
help the county councils. I think this is the 
first point that our Minister of Works and 
Surveys should take up. It is undoubtedly a 
burning desire in the minds of all of us. 

The next point is about contract. I am 
happy to realise that the first duty of this 
Government is to feed all our people. We 
might afford hospitable treatment to others who 
come to live in our midst but definitely not at 
the expense of our people. Therefore, I ask 

the Minister of Works and Surveys to look into 
the question of awards of Federal Government 
contracts and to see that our own people do not 
suffer in their own country. 

Again, if we look into the activities of the 
Federal Tenders Board, we may not be very 
happy. It is, however, very often said that a 
word is enough for the wise man, so I will not 
take the Minister in to the intricacies of what I 
am now saying. But I hope he will use his 
mature experience to find out how best to get 
that Board going smoothly. 

Another point is road transport. It is very 
deplorable to see that road transport is being 
used by certain people in such a way as to run 
down our railway transport. This is a very 
important point and I should like the Minister 
to look into it. 

I now come to the Department of Surveys. 
Nigerians should be trained as soon as possible 
to take responsible posts in that Department. 
Computing and field staff should be drawn 
from all sections of the country and Govern
ment should examine the possibility of training 
Nigerians for air survey and photogrammetry. 

With regard to cartography, may I say, that 
many of our maps to-day are out-of-date as 
most of them were drawn when the Cameroons 
formed part of Nigeria. Moreover, certain 
terminologies in our maps reflect colonial rule. 
These maps should disappear from our schools. 

Mr M. B. Afanideh (Ikot Ekpene South) : 
On a point of order, may I draw your attention, 
to the fact that the hon. Member for Aboh (Mr 
Opia) is not properly dressed. 

The Chairman: Quite frankly, I think we 
all do recognise the fact that there are many 
ways of being properly dressed but I think it is 
important that whichever manner one chooses, 
one should be properly dressed within that 
context. I think the hon. Member will take 
note of that. 

Mr Ukah : Moreover, in recent years, there 
have been numerous changes in the provincial 
boundaries within this country. It is highly 
desirable that new maps should now be drawn 
to reflect our sovereign status to-day and to be in 
accordance with modern developments. 

I also want to take this occasion to thank the 
Federal Government for signing the agreement 
with International Development Agency which 
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will finance the construction of the road 
passing from Umuezeala-Owerri in Okig~i 
Division to Ekwerazu, Ahiara, Nguru, Okwua
tor and Okpala in Owerri Division and thence 
to Igrita near Port-Harcourt. I thank the 
Federal Government for this and hope the 
Federal Minister of Works and Surveys will 
convey the good wishes of my people to his 
counterpart in the Eastern Nigeria Govern
ment and say that we shall be very happy to see 
the ~ork started as soon as possible. 

I am happy to note that every effort is being 
made to hasten the construction of this road 
which is indeed the shortest road from Enugu 
to Port Harcourt. The road from Onitsha 
to Owerri was included in the list which the 
Minister of Works has just mentioned but I 
have to say that that road has become a danger 
to both pedestrians and motorists and all 
efforts should be made to see that work on the 
road is soon completed lest much harm be 
done. I also thank the Government for 
approving the tarring of the Umuahia-Oguta 
Road. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr D. 0. Ahamefu1a (Okigwi South 
West) : It is a great pleasure for me to thank 
the Minister of Works and Surveys for the 
able way in which he is handling his Ministry. 
The Minister has been kind enough to com
mence work on the Imo-Okigwi bridge for 
which my people are really very grateful. I 
would like to inform the Minister that he 
must make sure that this bridge is solidly 
built and if need be he shoulci borrow a leaf 
from the Eastern Regional Government as 
regards bridge construction. I think it is a 
fact known to all of us particularly those of us 
from the Eastern Region that all the narrow 
roads we have now in that area are roads 
owned by the Federal Government and as a 
regult most of the accidents that happen in the 
Eastern Region happen on roads owned by the 
Federal Government. I think that the Federal 
Government should begin now to widen our 
roads. 

I was looking forward to hearing the 
Minister, when he was mentioning roads to be 
developed, mention that the Federal Govern
ment has taken over the Enugu to Port Har
court road. The commercial importance of 
this road cannot be over-emphasised and I 
think that the Minister should be kind enough 

to consider it and take it over if it has not 
merely escaped his mind. I would also like to 
tell the Minister of Works that the amount of 
money spent by the Federal Government is 
more or less money earned from the Regional 
Governments and the only way the people we 
represent will actually benefit from these huge 
sums of money spent annually is by extending 
roads to some of these important areas. 

Vole are now talking about the Six-Year 
Development Plan and if the Federal Govern
ment is going to tap some of the natural 
resources in the rural areas there must be 
good roads. I think the Federal Government 
should be well advised to come to the aid of 
the Regional Governments by taking over 
some of the roads in order to enable the 
Regional Governments to take over more 
rural roads from the county councils. 

There is one point on which I would like 
the Minister to act as a co-ordinating figure 
in order to see that any deliberate waste of 
public money is avoided. I refer to what we 
call 'end of financial year' work. In many 
areas in the Eastern Region, and I think it is 
applicable to the Federal Government, at the 
end of each financial year we sec. a lot of money 
voted by Government being spent by Provin
cial Engineers. A large part of this money 
could have been better spent, but as soon as 
the year is corning to an end one finds that 
work that can be done for £ 100 is given out 
on contract for £ 500. Work that can be done 
for £500 is given out for £1,000, with the result 

. that at the end of each financial year one sees 
many of these Provincial Engineers putting 
up three to five buildings as a result of the 
profit they make out of public funds because 
of the financial year coming to an end. The 
Governments of the Federation should stop 
this type of w<e>te. 

I think all of us are .¥orking towards the 
betterment of the whole Federation. It is a 
known fact that the Ikom to Mamfe road needs 
very urgent attention. V/hen the Minister 
was mentioning the roads to be taken over-

Oba S. A. 01adiran (Okitipupa South) : On 
a point of order, this honourable House is not a 
place for boxing. The two Parliamentary 
Secretaries over there can go and box each 
other outside. 
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The Chairman : I am not aware that there and I repeat, it is not good at all. It is said to 
is any imminent struggle between Parliamen- be fair but still it looks like one under construc
tary Secretaries but rather perhaps I may have tion because of bad tarring. I think that our 
taken note of the fact that there is some Ministers do not travel by roads and that is 
discussion as to whether one was properly why they do not bother to ask the Minister of 
dressed or not. Works to speed up the construction and main

Mr Ahamefula : As I was saying the atten
tion of the Federal Minister of Works and 
Surveys should be called to the Mamfe 
Ikom road. It is a very important road. 

Another point is that when the ·Minister of 
Communications spoke the other day he said 
that one of the reasons for not giving us post 
offices in our county areas was that he waa not 
responsible for the putting up of these build
ings. In short he was perhaps trying to say 
that the Ministry of Works and Surveys is 
responsible for not giving us these buildings. 
I would like to tell the Minister of Works 
that it is the wish of all the Mem hers of this 
honourable House that h~ should see that the 
question of putting up post offices in our 
county areas should not be played with and if 
it is really in his portfolio he should see that 
these buildings are put up without delay. 

I beg to support. 

M. Muhammed Ningi (Bauchi North 
West): I rise to support the E!::timates for 
the Ministry of Works and Surveys. In 
doing so, I would like to congratulate the 
Minister of Works and Surveys for the Nork 
he has dtme since he took office. But this is 
not enough, he should put in more effort and 
see that most of the roads linking all the 
important towns in the country are tarred. 
Roads are very essential for the development 
of a country. Without good roads the econo
mic development which we all want for this 
country cannot be achieved. There are some 
important roads that require widening and 
tarring but up till now they are not even 
considered to be tarred. One of the roads in 
question is the Trunk A road from Kaduna to 
Jos. To my surprise, last year the car of the 
hon. Premier of the Northern Region sank 
and it had to be dug out. 

Secondly, because of the commercial import
ance of the roads from Bauchi to Gombe and 
Adamawa, I am appealing to the Minister of 
Works and Surveys to take immediate steps to 
see that those roads are tarred. The road from 
Jos to Bauchi and Adamawa is not good at all, 

tenance of roads throughout the Federation. 

The lorry owners are always worried because 
of bad roads that cause great damage to their 
vehicles. I would, therefore, appeal to the 
Minister to consider the demand of many 
people of this country and speed up road 
development in this country. 

Last year we all returned happily to our 
homes after the Minister had said that money 
had been found for the reconstruction of 45 
miles of road from Maiduguri to Bauchi. But 
up till now work has not yet started in that 
area despite the fact that the Minister told us 
that work would soon start on it. I am 
appealing to the Minister strongly to take note 
of this. 

I beg to support. 

10.52 p.m. 

Mr D. K. Aihonsu (Egbado South): On the 
11th of this month I asked a question of the 
Prime Minister in connection with the number 
of road accidents we have in the North, East, 
West and the Federal Territory of Lagos. 

An hon. Member : On a point of clarifica
tion, I had my name put down here under the 
Head of Estimates under discussion but the 
Chairman has jumped over my name. 

Mr Aihonsu : The Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Prime Minister gave me the following 
figures. In the year 1960, in the North, there 
were 3,445 road accidents; in the East, 2,586; 
in the West, 3,229, and in the Federal Territory 
of Lagos, 4,252. In the year 1961 in the 
North there were 3,113 road accidents; in the 
East, 2,658; in the West, 5,419, and in the 
Federal Territory of Lagos 4,773. In 1962 in 
the North there were 3,423 road accidents; 
in the East 3,130; in the West 5,144, and in the 
Federal Territory 4,860. From the figures 
I have quoted it will be seen that there is an 
increase in the number of road accidents in 
Nigeria to-day. What I think is responsible is 
our bad roads. So, I am appealing to the 
Minister of Works and Surveys who seems to 
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be the most experienced Minister to see that 
these roads are improved. For instance, the 
road from Apapa to Idioro needs widening. 
I am also appealing to the Minister to make 
sure that an overhead bridge is provided at the 
Apapa level crossing. In addition, we want 
zebra crossings in Lagos. 

Now I will speak for my constituency. If 
any hon. Member travels by road from Agege 
to Sango-Otta he will notice that there are 
ponds and corners continously for about eight 
miles. So, I want to appeal to the Minister 
of Works to see that something is done to 
straighten and widen the road so that we may 
have less accidents on it. · 

As regards the road from Sango-Otta to 
Idiroko, I am happy that the hon. Minister has 
made a statement and has said something 
about this road. I am not surprised in any 
way because that is what he does every year. 
He is my good friend but I have to be frank 
now. There are very m any dangerous bridges 
on this road. There is one at Iju and another 
to Ajilete. These bridges need to be improved. 

The Chairman : I do wish hon. Members 
will make their points as briefly as possible. 
We have got just about one hour left and I 
would like at least twelve Members to have 
the opportunity to speak. 

Mr Aihonsu : I quite agree with you, Mr 
Chairman. The Ajilete bridge is a wooden 
one and needs the immediate attention of 
the Government. We do not want a recur
rence of the incident of last year whereby 
this bridge was washed away and seven 
persons lost their lives in an accident there. 
I think the Minister knows about it. In 
addition, this bridge at Ajilete with the deplor
able condition of the Sandwater-Idiroko 
road has been responsible for the fall in 
revenue at Idiroko from £11,000 to £2,000 
per month. The number of people entering 
and going out of Nigeria has also fallen from 
500 to 300 daily. So, I am appealing to the 
Minister to make sure that something is done 
to improve this road. I beg to support. 

10.58 p.m. 

Mr J. U. Udenyi (Enyong North) : In 
fairness to the Minister of Works and Surveys 
I must say that he is an intelligent fellow, 
and that cannot be disputed. He is also 
2 good natured fellow. I am happy that he 

has promised this House that he is going 
to co-operate with indigenous contractots. 
All is well that ends well. I know he is 
going to co-operate with them as he has 
promised. But I am going to call on the 
Minister to make a tour of the whole country 
to see the roads for himself. At the moment 
some of the trunk 'A' roads are worse than 
the trunk 'B' roads. We have pot-holes 
here and there on the roads. 

I can assure this honourable House that 
there is no Member that comes from the 
East or from the North who does not pay 
about £60 or £70 after every session of the 
House for repairing his car which has been 
damaged as a result of our bad roads. In 
England, a car can last 30 years because 
they have good roads. But here hon. Members 
spend their money for repairing their cars 
every time. And that affects the economy 
of this country adversely. So, it is \-ery 
important that ir.stead of going overseas 
every now and again our Ministers should 
tour the country and see what is going on. 

According to what the hon. Member for 
Okigwi South West (Mr Ahamefula) said, the 
Minister of Communications complained about 
post offices, I am sorry for the Minister because 
the Minister of Finance did not release the 
money. It is the duty of the Minister of 
Finance to release the money in time for the 
Minister of Communications to work with. 

Because of other Members wanting to speak, 
I do not want to waste the time of the House, 
so I support the Bill. 

The Chairman : May I appeal to hon. 
Members who have spoken to-day to refrain 
from speaking again. 

Mr E. A. Mordi (Asaba East) : Because 
very many Members want to speak on this 
Head, I do not intend to touch many points. I 
shall therefore only touch one point v.-hich, I 
hope, the Minister will take into consideration. 
It is about the award of contracts. 

Various aspects of it have been touched, but 
there is only one point to which I will draw 
the attention of the Min:ster. It is the fact 
that many contractors are making profits out of 
the contracts awarded them. There is no 
doubt that many contractors, particularly those 
people who are said to be in category "A" or 
"B", are making upwards of 40 per cent profits. 
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[MR MoRDr] 
This is true. This is not the place for us to 
attack anybody, but it does seem to me that 
the Tenders Board that is actually responsible 
for the award of contracts is rather too kind 
to the contractors. 

In the Western Region, in fact, events have 
shown that occasions abound where one finds 
a contractor asking for £25,000 for some work 
and the people awarding the contract asking 
him to tender for £50,000. That was exactly 
what happened in the Western Region in many 
cases. I do not want to say that that is exactly 
what is happening in the Federal Territory, 
but when one looks at the buildings put up, 
their costs sound very fantastic. I would say 
that if members of the Tenders Board were 
asked to put up these buildings themselves, 
they would make better bargains. And so, I 
want to advise the Minister to talk to members 
of the Board and ask them to see what they 
can do to make better bargains on behalf of the 
Government. 

Perhaps there is a way out. I understand 
that the Federal Minister of Works is directly 
in charge of contracts in the Ministry which are 
over £5,000. If this is true, it might be 
necessary for the Minister of Works and 
Surveys to arrange for every Ministry to have 
its own Tenders Board and then he will have 
his own Tenders Board. The result will be 
that when there is a tender to be given out, the 
Tenders Board of the department will call for 
tenders and the Tenders Board of the other 
Ministry will also call for tenders. In that 
case, we would have two prices to compare and 
whichever is better should be adopted by the 
Government. If this makes some sort of 
duplication, I think it is a way of cross checking. 

Mr N. E. Elenwa (Ahoada West): On a 
point of order, I wish to point out that the 
Ministries always make out their estimates 
before giving out the work to the Tenders 
Board. 

The Chairman : That is a point of infor
mation and an unfortunate waste of the time 
that we actually lack. 

Mr Mordi : Thank you very much, Mr 
Chairman. In any case, I hope that the Minister 
will examine all the questions of contracts in 
all its ramifications and perhaps know how 
best to help the country by reducing the costs 
of contracts. That is what I am concerned with. 

The other point which I hope it will not be 
out of place to mention even now- though it 
does seem to me late- is the question of the 
Niger Bridge. At this stage when there are 
only pillars in the river, it is possible to modify 
the plan of this bridge to make it possible for a 
railway track to pass through it. It is my 
considered view that it is very necessary. 

Finally, there is a section of the Asaba to 
Lagos road which I consider to be a very big 
death trap. I do not know what other Members 
feel, but the section of the road in Shagamu 
seems to me not to be very good. Houses are 
about two feet from the road. I think that the 
Federal road at that point requires a slight 
diversion from its present track so as to give 
enough allowance to people who are passing 
and, of course, to reduce the number of 
accidents. 

I also think that the section of the road 
between Benin and Agbor is also very bad. 
Between Asaba and Agbor, there are about 
ten bridges, and the windings at that section 
of the road are too many. They are so bad that, 
in many cases, lorry drivers and motor cars 
cannot negotiate corners safely, with the result 
that we have many accidents, particularly at 
Uguafia River. It is very bad at that point, 
and I think that what we require really is a 
bit of reconstruction so that the roads could 
be straightened and a number of these things 
avoided. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Zanna !sa Monguno (Chad): The Chair
man has jumped my name and my Amendment 
is still standing. 

The Chairman: Order, order. I think I 
did make mention of this in the afternoon, 
that Members who take it upon themselves to 
challenge the Chair may not find it easy to 
catch the eye of the Chair. 

Mr P. 0. Tokula (Igala North East): On 
a point of order, since the House started this 
sitting, I have not made a single speech. 

The Chairman : Will the hon. Member 
please take his seat ? 

Mr J. B. Eboigbodi (Asaba West): On a 
point of order, I want to point out that many 
hon. Members have not spoken since w~ came 
to the Committee Stage, and I must say that 
the Member for Dambatta (Alhaji Mohammed 
Muhtari, Sarkin Bai) has spoken many times. 
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The Chairman : I have appealed on several The Member for Ijebu South (1Vlr Odulana) 
occasions for co-operation from the Floor : made a point which was apparently "'ell 
these points of order certainly do not add to received by hon. Members. But in the 
the time that is already too short. Estimates, perhaps because he had the "'rong 

.. . . . glasses on, he did not realise the items he was 
Alhajl M_ohammed. Muhtan, Sa~k.m Bal quoting were written in italics, and that there 

(Dambatta). I should like ~he ~on. Mmtster of is no provision for them in this financial year. 
Works and Surveys to dnve m a land-rover However, I want to assure the House that the 
from Kano to Dam batt~ ~o Daura and Kongala? Government is not unaware of the fact that 
and to report the condttton of the road to tlus we should establish our own buyin" organisa
House. tion. (Hear, hear). Already th~ Federal 

Government is making investigation into this
it might be Mr Odulana was tipped and he 
mentioned it in order to score some points. 

I beg to support. 

Mr M. B. Afanideh (Ikot Ekpene South) : I 
do not wish to take a long time, but I wish to 
bring to the notice of the House that if all the 
"trees were one tree what a great tree that 
would be." That is to say, if all the trunk 'A' 
roads in our Federal territory were to be like 
those in the Regions, I do not think we shall 
come here to complain. Therefore, I am in 
agreement with what the Member for Enyong 
North (Mr Udenyi) has said, that the hon. 
Minister should travel out to see exactly for 
himself the conditions of the roads in the 
Regions, so that he may know that "'e are 
serious in "'hatever we say here. 

The importance of good roads in this country 
is gre3t. Good roads help a great deal to 
minimise the number of accidents and, in turn, 
many lives will be saved. It is very unfortu
nate that some of the bridges in the Western 
Region are a bit wider than some of the 
bridges one will find in the Eastern Region. 
Those in the East are too narrow. In parti
cular, I "'ould mention the Uya-Oron bridge 
"'hich is just four miles to Ikot Ekpene. It is 
very narrow, and I would appeal to the Minis
ter, at least to travel to that section of the 
country to see for himself. So many lives 
have been lost because of the narrowness of this 
bridge and, therefore, I am appealing to the 
hon. Minister that as soon as funds are avail
able, he should please consider putting up a 
better bridge which will prevent further 
accidents. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: I 
think I am not too early, but it seems to me 
that several hon. Members are repeating what 
others have said and quite a lot of what was 
asked in the form of questions to which replies 
had already been given. But, however, I 
would endeavour to give very brief replies to 
the various points mentioned by hon. Members. 

The Member for Igala North West (Mr 
Yacim) spoke about his famous A-13 road. 
I must say that I really sympathise with him. 
This road is, no doubt, one of the worst roads 
in Nigeria but, unfortunately, the present plan 
had been drawn according to a very careful 
survey of traffic density and traffic potential of 
all the various roads. However, I can console 
the hon. Gentleman that out of the rehabilita
tion vote that I have at my disposal, I will do 
something to satisfy him. 

The Member for Owerri North East (Mr 
Ukah) and quite a number of other hon. 
Members have spoken on the need for the 
Federal Government to take over some of the 
Regional roads. This point has been raised 
on the Floor of this house on several occasions, 
and the reply had always been that funds 
available to me are simply not enough to allow 
me to take over these roads. The point is 
ideal, but at the moment we cannot do it. 

The hon. Gentleman then speaking on the 
Survey Division of my Ministry said that we 
should train Nigerians to take over more 
responsibility in the Survey Division. I do 
hope the hon. Gentleman was here when I 
said that the Survey Division is now headed by 
a "Nigerian and that we are doing all we can to 
train as many Nigerians as possible. If hon. 
Members will help me to interest suitable 
Nigerians to come and take up appointment in 
the Survey Division, I would very much 
appreciate it. 

The Member for Egbado South (Mr Aihonsu) 
spoke on road accidents and, according to 
him, the very conditions of the roads are 
responsible for the large increases in road 
accidents. Roads may be responsible for 
accidents, but I want to assure the hon. 
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[MINISTER OF WORKS AND SURVEYS) 

Member that the real cause of road accidents 
ts not in the condition of the roads but due, 
very often, to drivers and their vehicles. 
However, we are doing all ¥.e can to widen the 
n>ads wherever possible and to straighten them 
a1so wherever possible. 

About the hon. Gentleman's favourite road
Sang,o Ota-Tdiroko-I have already maJe 
mention of it. It is in our plan and we hope, 
during the next dry season, to start reconstruc
tion work. 

The bridge at Ajilete is due for reconstruc
tion. I am sorry this is a major undertaking 
which we cannot co:nplete within a very short 
t;me. It will take time to tinish, but when it is 
reconstrncted I want to assure the hon. Gentle
man that it will he very strong and, unle~s 
tnere is an exceptionally heavv rain, the bridge 
will not be easily swept away. 

The Member for Asaba East (Mr Mordi)- I 
do not know where he got the idea from of 
cont ractors making a forty per cent profit. The 
contrary is the case. On many occasions 
cont ractors lose instead of making profits. And 
I want here to tell him that the award of con
tracts is done very often by competitive tenders. 
Contractors tender and these tenders sometimes 
come t hrough. Many of them tender in order 
to keep their employees in employment, not in 
order to, or because t hey will, make profit. The 
Tenders Board, I want also to tell him, is a very 
responsible organisation, and there is no chance 
for them to tell contractors, "Well, although 
so much is provided or so much is our own 
estimate, we want you to tender for a higher 
figure". I do not know where the hon. Gentle
man got this idea from. It may be done else
where, but I want to assure him that the Federal 
Tenders Board has never indulged in this 
scheme, and it is just i Tipossible for them to. 
If work is g')ing t ') be tendered for by many 
people, they cannot know who will win. There
fore, how can they get into a deal with him ? I 
do not want to say anything about his idea of 
each Ministry creating its own Tenders Board, 
et cetra. 

I tl, ink I have covered all the points raised, 
and I b::g to move, That the Question be now 
put. 

Several hon. Members: No, no. 

The Chairman :Order, order. It might be 
better to allow one or two speeches more. 

Mr T. 0. Oloyede (Ife-Ila): I have only 
three points to make. 

An hon. Member : Ah ! That is too much. 

Minister of State (Dr K. 0. Mbadiwe): On 
a point of order, I think Omimi is sleeping. 

The Chairman : Far from sleeping. 
think he was rather too active this evening. 

I 

Mr Oloyede : I want to remind the Minister 
of Works and Surveys about the Lagos-Benin 
Road, through Ibadan and Ife, which is a 
Trunk "A" Road. For a long time now before 
work started on the Shagamu-Benin Road, it 
had been long in use and it is over-burdened 
now. I would like to appeal to the Minister of 
Works and Surveys that there should be a 
complete re-surfacing of this road, particularly 
from Ibadan, between Ibadan and Ife. It has 
been so much used that there are many bumps, 
with the result that the lives of cars are easily 
spent on these roads. 

The second point is that I have discovered 
that there are new mile posts being erected on 
this road, between Ibadan and Benin, to be in 
line with the mile posts which are being 
erected in the Northern Region roads. These 
mile posts have numbers marked on them on 
both sides. May I remind the Minister that 
the inscriptions on most of them are now either 
washed out by rain or illegible. I am appealing 
to the Minister that there should be a supervi
sion by the Ministry of Works over the contrac
tors to whom this type of work is given. 

The third point is this question of structural 
engineering. In the item, we have the Depart
ment of Engineering, Building Section. Under 
this Building Section we have senior quantity 
surveyors and structural engineers. I have 
the information that when the Ministry gives 
out a contract, it usually emplovs structural 
engineers overseas, and that most of the b•1ilding 
drawings are made overseas before they can 
give them to our local contractors. 

May I mention that our structural engineers 
locally should be employed. We also appeal to 
the Minister to see that m0re .:;tructural engi
neers are employed in the Ministry so that much 
money will not be spent on these foreigners. 

The only point I need to add is the question 
of discrimination in the award of contracts 
between indigenous contractors and expatriate 
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contractors. Messrs Cappa Limited are taking 
most of the contracts of the Government, 
whereas we have indigenous qualified contrac
tors as well. I am appealing to the Minister to 
see that the Tenders Board is asked to patro
nise the indigenous contractors. 

I support the Head. 

Mr D. 0. Enefola (!gala South) : I rise to 
support the expenditure on this Head of the 
Estimates. 

Mr P. 0. Tokula (Igala North East) : On a 
point of order, I do not need to go down and 
bow down to the Speaker in order to be allowed 
to speak in this Parliament. After all, we are 
all politicians and I even had more votes than 
some Members here. 

Mr Enefola : In supporting this Head, I just 
want to draw the attention of the Minister of 
Works and Surveys to some special areas that 
need the help of the Ministry's Department of 
Surveys, especially the area along the Niger, 
between Onitsha and Idah. There is a very 
large water-logged area between the Anambra 
River and the River Niger. There is a special 
area that is enclosed in a marshy type of water
logged soil, and there are so many people in this 
area. The Northern Regional Government 
finds it difficult to penetrate into that area. 
The Survey Department of this Mini&try 
should survey that area between the Anambra 
and River Niger and then try to create an access 
to the interior. The place is well populated : 

it is also an arable land. It is a very good land 
for growing rice and sugar cane. I would like 
the Survey Department of the Ministry to pay 
particular attention to this area and if something 
can be done, I will be very grateful. 

I like to thank the Minister for the efforts 
he is making in Lagos to improve the roads, 
especially immediately after the Bridge at 
Iddo. The way the road has been improved 
is very good and if he carries on like that, he 
will improve the traffic in Lagos. 

I beg to support. 

Whereupon the Minister of Mines and Power 
rose in his place and claimed to move, That the 
Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to . 

£6,493,340 for Head 58-Ministry of Works 
and Surveys-ordered to stand part of the 
Schedule. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 
Committee report Progress-to sit again, 

Wednesday, April 24th. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made and Question proposed, That 

this House do now adjourn.-(THE MINISTER 

oF WoRKs AND SuRVEYs). 
Question put and agreed to. 
Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 
Adjourned accordingly at 11.35 p.m. 
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NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 23rd April, 1963 
The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR
GENERAL 

Mr Speaker reported His Excellency's 
Answer to the Address (1st April) as follows : 

I have received with great satisfaction, the 
expression of your thanks for the speech with 
which I opened the present session of Parlia
ment. 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mr Speaker : I have to acquaint the 

House that I have been informed by Alhaji 
Mohammadu Dodo, Provincial Court Judge, 
Kano, that Alhaji Shehu Kazaure, Member 
for Kano North West Central, appeared before 
him on 12th November, 1962, on an indict
ment on which he, Alhaji Shehu Kazaure, was 
found guilty and sentenced to two years ' 
imprisonment. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
FINANCE 

M. Ibrahim Gusau (Sokoto West Central): 
On a point of order, may I ask the question on 
behalf of the hon. Member ? 

Mr Speaker : I am afraid, you cannot ask 
the question on his behalf. The answer can, 
however, be printed in the Hansard. 

Internal Loans 
0.405. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 

Minister of Finance what is the total value of 
internal loans raised from 1st April, 1962 to 
date. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Finance (Prince A. Lamuye) : 
The total value of internal loans raised from 
1st April, 1962 to 31st March, 1963 is £36.36 
million. 

Mr M. B. Afanideh (Ikot Ekpene South) : 
May we know the names of those who have 
received these loans ? 

Mr Speaker : That is a new question. 

0.645. Mr P. I. Ejukwa asked the Minister 
of Finance, whether he is aware that the 
smuggling of Spanish drinks is still rampant in 
Mfum and Akpoha and what efforts are being 
made to arrest the situation. 

Prince Lamuye : The Minister is aware 
that extensive smuggling of Spanish drinks and 
other contraband continues. He has evidence 
that liquor now passes from Fernando Po to 
West Cameroun, whence it is smuggled into 
Nigeria through places like Mfum. 

The hon. Member will have learned from 
the Budget Speech of the anti-smuggling 
measures which the Minister is taking, includ
ing the US\! of air-crait patrols. 

But above all, the Department of Customs 
and Excise needs information, and if the 
honourable Member has any information about 
smuggling at Mfum and Akpoha, or indeed 
anywhere else, I trust that he will without 
delay pass it on to the Customs Authorities, 
who will use it to the best advantage. 

Anti-Smuggling Campaign 
0.708. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 

Minister of Finance, if he will abandon his 
proposal to use helicopters in his anti-smuggling 
campaign in view of the fact that the cost of 
the operation does not make it worthwhile. 

Prince Lamuye : The aircraft which are 
being acquired for anti-smuggling activities are 
in fact not helicopters. They are Otter aircraft 
built by the De Haviland Aircraft Company of 
Toronto, Canada. They will not be engaged 
exclusively in activities relating to the suppres
sion of smuggling but they will be available for 
other assignments to which the Government of 
the Federation may find it necessary to put 
them. 

The hon. Member is probably not aware of 
the extent of the damage to this country's 
revenue which is done by persons who run 
contraband and I wish to assure him that full 
consideration was taken of the cost of operating 
these aircraft before the decision to use them 
in anti-smuggling activities was taken. 

I would add that these aircraft are to be under 
the control of the Board of Customs only 
temporarily. They will come under the control 
of the Nigeria Air Force as soon as that Force is 
established. 
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Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): In view 
of the exorbitant cost of these three aircraft and 
in view of the fact that they may not be so much 
utilised to warrant the cost, will the Minister 
say whether these aircraft are amphibian so as to 
be able to go into the creeks. 

Prince Lamuye : Of these three, I think one 
is amphibian and the other two are ordinary 
aircraft. 

Chief E. 0. Okunowo (Ijebu Central): May 
I know whether these aircraft are going to be 
operated with palm oil or spirit ? 

0.709. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Minister 
of Finance, what successses he has achieved in 
the savings campaign and why his efforts have 
so far been limited to the Federal Territory. 

Prince Lamuye : The hon. Member is no 
doubt aware that the Minister referred to the 
National Savings campaign in his Budget 
Speech. Its start has been slow but this was 
expected for the habit of thrift and saving is not 
taught in a day and he is confident that the 
campaign will achieve its objective. 

The hon. Member is mistaken in suggesting 
that the campaign has been confined to the 
Federal Territory; it is a national campaign 
and the evidence of this is that the first Premium 
Bond prizes are being won by people in every 
Region of this country. 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
Unemployment 

0.375. Mr D. K. Aihonsu asked the Minis
ter of Labour and Social Welfare, what plans 
he has for solving the problems of unemploy
ment in the country. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Labour and Social Welfare 
(Mr N. A. Ezonbodor): The hon. Member is 
referred to the second part of the Answer which 
the Minister gave to Question No. 141 on 9th 
April, 1963. 

Tiger-Fullmer Fight 

0.710. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Minister 
of Labour and Social Welfare, if he will advise 
the Federal Government to increase its 
guarantee for the Tiger-Fullmer fight in order 
to ensure that the fight takes place in Nigeria. 

Mr Ezonbodor: The Minister does not 
intend to advise the Federal Government to 
increase its guarantee for the Tiger-Fullm~r 
fight in order to ensure that the fight takes 
place in Nigeria. There is no reason why the 
sum of £65,000 already guaranteed by the 
various governments of the Federation should 
not make it possible for the fight to take place 
in Nigeria. 

Oba S. A. Oladiran (Okitipupa South) : In 
view of the present financial problems of the 
Federal Government, will the Minister consider 
cancelling this programme ? 

Mr S. 0. Kolade (Oyo South) : I think it is 
advisable that the money be spent for the 
university students who have not got enough 
money to continue their studies. 

Employment of School Leavers 
0.711. Mr D. N. Chukwu asked the 

Minister of Labour and Social Welfare, if he 
will consider consulting with the Regional 
Go"ernments for employment of schoolleavers 
in their public service through Regional 
Labour Offices in the Regions. 

Mr Ezonbodor : The Ministry is in regular 
consultation with the Regional Governments 
on the question of making the fullest use of the 
facilities available at the Employment Exchanges 
of the Ministry for the recruitment of all grades 
of staff for the Public Services of the Federa
tion, including schoolleavers. 

I would like to add that, only quite recently 
at the Conference of Ministers charged >¥ith 
responsibility for Labour matters, it was 
agreed that Advisory Committees on Employ
ment should be established in places where 
there are Employment Exchanges. These 
committees would review, from time to time, 
the existing measures for employment of 
workers in their respective areas. 

It is hoped that, with the co-operation of 
Ministries and private employers, all recruit
ment and filling of vacancies would be done 
through the medium of the Employment 
Exchanges. 

Mr E. J. Ogunkanmi (Oshun South East): 
Is the Minister aware that more than 500 
children who left school in 1961 are still looking 
for jobs in this country ? 
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· 0.712. Mr D. N. Chukwu asked the 
Minister of Labour and Social Welfare, how 
many school leavers were registered as appli
cants in Lagos and in each of the three Regions 

1960 

in the year 1960-62 stating the numbers that 
were employed in each year. 

Mr Ezonbodor: The answer to this 
question is long and I have, therefore, arranged 
to have it published in the Official Report. 

The answer is as follows :-

1961 1962 
P1·imary Primary Primary 

and below Secondary and below Secondary and below S econdary 
5,873 
3,987 
4,490 

Lagos · 69,515 4,053 49,445 3,181 50,928 
Western Region 11,758 2,300 18,751 2,969 22,589 
Eastern Region 22,783 1,824 32,008 3,001 26,743 
Northern Region 25,741 10 25,159 258 30,202 762 

The number of schoolleavers placed in employment in the same period is as follows :-
1960 1961 1962 

Primary Primary Primary 
and below Secondary and below Secondary and below Secondary 

Lagos 3,400 926 1,870 960 950 1,113 
Western Region 522 571 1,762 260 1,775 288 
Eastern Region . . . . 432 359 919 305 710 307 
Northern Region 1,540 - 2,310 27 1,606 16 

The above figures do not, however, represent the total number of school leavers employed during the 
period as many of them were known to have secured employment by direct approach to employers. 

Recent Dockworkers' Strike 

0.713. Mr I. A. Brown asked the Minister 
of Labour and Social Welfare, whether he 
will make a statement on the recent dock
workers strike. 

Mr Ezonbodor : I would refer the hon. 
Member to the Answer which I gave to 
Question 0.175 on 2nd April, 1963. 

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo South West): I 
asked the hon. Minister to tell us what was the 
content of that particular Question. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): Is it 
not a fact that the Minister of Labour and 
Social Welfare is trying to evade an answer to 
a very important issue like the dock-workers' 
strike ? 

Professional Soccer 

0.714. MrS. 0. Kolade asked the Minister 
of Labour and Social Welfare, what plans he 
has for the establishment of a national football 
team with professional status. 

Mr Ezonbodor : The efforts of the Nigeria 
Football Association are at present directed 
towards maintaining permanent amateur 
national teams. There are, however, difficulties 
of job security for the players, finance and 
training which the Minister is seriously looking 
ihto. · 

The Federal Government is only interested 
in amateur soccer. The field of professional 
football is one for private interests to develop. 

Mr Speaker: Question No. 0.715 is 
transferred to the 29th. 

MINES AND POWER 

Exploitation of Mineral Resources 

0.293. Mr E. A. Odo asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, what are his plans 
to tap to the fullest the country's mineral 
resources in 1963-68. 

The Minister of Mines and Power 
(Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule) : The 
Geological Survey is now carrying out a com
prehensive programme of investigation of the 
nation's mineral resources. The programme 
includes geological mapping and diamond 
drilling. Airborne magnetometer surveys are 
now being made to assist this work. 

Mineral deposits in all parts of the country 
are being systematically examined and reports 
on the results of the investigations are circu
lated to all interested organisations. In addi
tion, the results of investigations of oil and 
mining companies are made known to Govern
ment and large tracts of Nigeria are being 
examined in this way. 
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All information on mineral deposits is In addition to the Afam pipeline a 3 mile 
made available to industrial concerns, who 51 in. gas pipeline has been laid from the 
are encouraged to exploit them. small oilfield at Apara to the trans-Amadi 

Dr P. U. Okeke Onitsha North Central): Indus.trial Est~te. at Port. !'larcourt. The 
The Minister has mentioned that investigation capa~tty of this lm~ for ptpmg the natural 
is being carried out throughout the Federation gas ts 5,000,0~0 cubtc f~et per ~ay. Only a 
of Nigeria. Has he done any investigation small prop01;t1?n .of tht~ ts bemg used at 
in Onitsha Division ? present by extstmg mdustnes. 

Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule : I very much hope that in due course the 
Onitsha is part of Nigeria, I believe. full capacity of the line will be .utilised. ·. · 

Mr ~: N. Oronsaye (~enin Ea~t) : Will A large reserve of natural gas has been 
the Mmtster please explam to this House discovered during the search for oil in Southern 
~hether the~e investigations are being done Nigeria. 
m secret or m the open where people can see 
them ? The hon. Member will no doubt realise that 

Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule : in the prese~t state of our .i:t;t~ustrial develop
The investigations are carried out in such ment there 1s .scope for ';lt1hsmg only a very 
a way that in certain cases only experts in small proportiOn of thts valuable natural 
those fields know that such investigations resource. 
are being carried out. Efforts are being made, however, to interest 

Chief E. 0. Okunowo (Ijebu Central) : commercial firms on possible uses of the gas 
May I ask from the hon. Minister how many and I have every confidence that in the near 
provinces he has investigated ? future the gas deposits in Nigeria will prove to 

Alh · .' h h y uff M . S 
1 

be one of the Country'~ most valuable assets. aJl t e on. us attama u e : 
All the provinces in Nigeria have either been 
investigated or are in the process of being 
investigated. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East) : 
Would the Minister say what has been investi
gated in Orlu Division ? 

Mr Speaker : Question No. 0.573 is 
transferred to the 29th and will be answered 
by the Minister of Commerce and Industry. 

Natural Gas 
0.575. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 

Minister of Mines and Power, whether any
body is as yet tapping natural gas in Nigeria 
and if he will make a statement. 

Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule : 
A 61 mile 8 in. gas pipeline with a capacity 
of 20,000,000 cubic feet per day has been 
laid from Mam oil and gas field to the new 
Electricity Corporation of Nigeria power 
station at Okoloma north of Port Harcourt. 

The first unit in this station started testing 
in January 1963, using gas as fuel. It is now 
in full operation. 

It is intended to increase the size of this 
station as the demand for electricity increases, 
and gas will be used to operate the turbines 
for producing this electric power. 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East): May I know 
from the Minister what plans there are for the 
development of the gas deposit in U ghelli in the 
Western Region ? 

Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule : I 
think the hon. Member is already aware that 
we are having enough gas deposits at Ughelli 
and as I have already said, investigation is still 
being carried out to find other companies that 
are interested so that they may exploit the 
natural gas for the interest of the country. 

Mr I. S. Onwuchekwa (Ahoada Central): 
Will the Minister explain why the power from 
these gas stations is not used to supply electri
city to places all around these gas stations ? 

Benue Bauxite Deposits 

0.716. Mr P. 0. Tarkende asked the 
Minister of Mines and Power, what is causing 
the delay in exploiting the bauxite deposits in 
Awe, Ibi and Gboko districts of Benue Pro-
vince. 

Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule : 
There are no known bauxite deposits in Awe, 
Ibi and Gboko. If however the hon. Member 
is referring to barytes, the position is that the 
deposits have been investigated and as the 
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profitability of the enterprise is doubtful, 
capital for developing the deposits and buying 
the necessary machinery for upgrading the 
barytes is not forthcoming. 

Owerri Mineral Deposits 

0.717. Mr N.D. Ukah asked the Minister 
of Mines and Power, if he is aware of the 
existence of mineral deposits, especially coal 
and lime, in Mbaise North in Owerri Division 
and if he will undertake the necessary explora
tion work. 

Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule : 
The geology of the country which includes 
Mbaise North, Owerri Division is described 
in Geological Survey Bulletin No. 24. No 
deposits of coal or limestone are known to 
occm in this district. 

INFORMATION 
Film Unit 

0.406. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Information whether the films 
produced by his film unit are only for local use 
or are sent abroad ; how much is being spent 
on the unit annually and what international 
films have ever been produced. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister oflnformation (MrS. A. Yerokun): 
Films produced by the Federal Film Unit of 
my Ministry are for domestic use and for 
for overseas release. 

In reply to the second part of the question, 
the total expenditure on the Unit for 1961-62 
was £10,600, which included all activities such 
as mobile cinemas, cost of film prints sent 
overseas, and the processing laboratory which 
is devoted, to a great extent, to the processing 
of films for the Nigerian Television Service. 
It is regretted that the figures for the year 
1962-63 are not yet available. 

If the hon. Member, in the use of the phrase 
"international films " in this question, means 
international in content, the most obvious one 
is "Pan African Conference." Copies of this 
were distributed to 20 Nigerian Missions 
overseas in additon to the Central Office of 
Information, London, the National Broad
casting Corporation, New York, the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation and United Nations 
Technical Aid Bureau (U.N.T.A.B.). 

A similar distribution was also made of 
"Year of Endeavour" and "This is Nigeria". 

0.576. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
Minister of Information, how much was paid 
as remuneration to the staff of the Morning 
Post and the Sunday Post from 1st April to 31st 
December, 1962, and what was the corres
ponding revenue for the same period. 

Mr Yerokun: The Nigerian National Press 
Ltd. does not only print and publish the 
"Morning Post" and the "Sunday Post" but 
also undertakes commercial printing. 

It is therefore not an easy matter at present 
to determine exclusively the running cost 
(including staff salaries and wages) in respect 
of the two newspapers and any corresponding 
revenue there may be for any given period of 
operation. 

In other words the Press is at present 
integrated and there is no means of deter
mining what parts of the remuneration paid 
to the staff can be credited to the printing and 
publishing of the two newspapers and what 
parts to commercial printing for the period 
1st April to 31st December, 1962. 

External Publicity 

0.718. Mr I. S. Onwuchekwa asked the 
Minister of Information, what efforts is his 
Ministry making to advertise Nigeria abroad 
and publicise the Federal Government in the 
country. 

Mr S. A. Yerokun : In respect of external 
publicity, I wish to refer the hon. Member to 
the answer to question No. 0.364 published 
at page 33 and 34 of the Parliamentary Debates 
of Tuesday, 16th April, 1963. 

With particular reference to external publi
city, the present decision of the Federal 
Government is quite clear. The Federal 
Ministry of Information will supply the 
personnel and material for Information posts 
in our Embassies and High Commissions ; 
and when it is necessary to engage Publicity 
Agents in any particular country for any 
special purpose, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Commonwealth Relations will 
appoint such Agents after full consultation 
with my Ministry. 

With regard to publicity for the Federal 
Government in the country, all the available 
media of information are at present being 
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used. I am also glad to say that there is a 
great deal of co-operation between my Ministry 
and the Regional Ministries of Information. 

It is my earnest hope that the Press will 
co-operate fully with us in this matter of 
external publicity for Nigeria at home and 
abroad. 

DEFENCE 

Women in the Army 

0.407. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Defence, how many Nigerian 
women have now joined the Army and what 
are their ranks. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Defence (Alhaji Aliyu Bisalla) : 
21 Nigerian women have been granted nursing 
commissions in the Royal Nigerian Army and 
are holding the following ranks :-

1 Major; 
1 Captain ; and 

19 Lieutenants 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): Will 
the Minister tell this House apart from the 
medical corps where these women are em
ployed, is there any other place within the 
army where women are employed ? 

Navy Recruitment Drive 

0.479. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked the Minister 
of Defence, if he will send a Navy recruiting 
team to the rural areas in order to popularise 
recruitment into the Nigerian Navy. 

Alhaji Aliyu Bisalla : The number of 
applicants exceeds by far the number of 
vacancies we advertise and therefore the need 
to send a recruiting team does not arise. 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North) : Is the 
Minister aware of the fact that the advertise
ments published in the papers of this country 
are generally insufficient in the Regions ? 

Navy Overseas Trainees 
0.646. Mallam Ahmadu Angara Doma 

asked the Minister of Defence, how many 
Nigerians have been sent abroad to qualify for 
appointments in the ~igerian Navy. 

Alhaji Aliyu Bisalla : A total of 461 
Nigerians consisting of 71 officers and 390 
ratings have attended or are attending courses 
in Overseas Naval Training establishments. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
How many Nigerians have actually qualified to 
man the Navy since our independence? 

Army Condition of Service 
0.719. M. Ahmadu Angara Doma asked 

the Minister of Defence, whether he has any 
plans to improve conditions of service in the 
Nigerian Army in order to make the service more 
attractive to the young elements who may wish 
to join the Army. 

Alhaji Aliyu Bisalla : The hon. Member is 
referred to the relevant portion of the Speech 
from the Throne, in which I said, inter alia, 
"that the welfare of the members of our forces 
will be kept constantly in mind, and more and 
better barracks will be built in various parts of 
the Federation". 

The House has already passed a Bill which 
gives soldiers more security of tenure of office. 
Other appropriate measure::; would be taken 
from time to time to better conditions of service 
of the Royal Nigerian Army personnel. 

Mr S. A. Babatunde (Ilorin Central) : 
Is the Minister of Defence aware of the fact that 
many boys with Standard Six certificates have 
no alternative but to join the Army when they 
are found not useful in other careers. Can the 
Minister not absorb them into the Army ? 

Alhaji Aliyu Bisalla : We are prepared to 
accept as many a number of these boys as the 
hon. Member can send to us, provided, of 
course, that they have the necessary qualifica
tions. 

Nigerianisation of the Army 
0.720. M. Ahmadu Angara Doma asked 

the Minister of Defence, when he will completely 
Nigerianise the Army in view of the future 
security of the country. 

Alhaji Aliyu Bisalla : The number of 
expatriate officers in the Royal Nigerian Army 
has, since October, 1960, been halved and it is 
expected that if the trend continues, the Army 
will have been completely Nigerianised by 
March 1965. 

PRESENTATION OF PUBLIC BILLS 
SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION 

(1961-62) BILL 

Bill to authorise the issue out of the con
solidated revenue fund of the sum of Two 
Hundred and Twenty-Eight Thousand, Eight 
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Hundred and Three Pounds for the purpose of 
making further provision for the service of the 
year which ended on the thirty-first day of 
March, One Thousand, Nine Hundred and 
Sixty-Two ; and to appropriate that sum for 
the purposes specified in this Act, presented 
by the Minister of Finance ; read the First 
time; to be read a Second time-This Day. 

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION 

(1962-63) BILL 

Bill to authorise the issue out of the con
solidated revenue fund of Three Hundred and 
Nine Thousand, Two Hundred and Eighty 
Pounds for the purpose of replacing advances 
from the contingencies fund for the Year which 
ended on the Thirty-First Day of March, One 
Thousand, Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three ; 
and to appropriate that sum for the purposes 
specified in this Act, presented by the Minister 
of Finance ; read the First time ; to be read a 
Second time-This Day. 

PoRTS BILL 

Bill to alter the Constitution of the Nigerian 
Ports Authority ; to provide for consultations 
between the Authority and Persons using its 
facilities ; to make further provision for the 
giving of directions to the Authority ; to 
require the approval of the Minister for 
regulations and By-Laws made by the Autho
rity ; to make further provision as to Federal 
Ports ; and for purposes connected with the 
matters aforesaid, presented by the Minister of 
Transport ; read the First time ; to be read 
a Second time on Thursday the 25th of April, 
1963. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
BusiNESS OF THE HousE 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F . S. Okotie-Eboh): I beg to move, That, 
the Business of Private Members and Govern
ment Business be exempted at this day's 
Sitting from the provisions of Standing Order 
4 (Sittings of the House), provided that at 
6 p.m. the Proceedings on Private Members' 
Noti:es of Motions, if not previously con
cluded, shall lapse and the sitting shall at that 
hour be suspended until 9 p.m. 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku) : I beg to second. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): I do 
not quarrel with night sittings and, as I said 
sometime last week, night sittings on other 
days than Tuesdays are acceptable not only to 
myself but also to all other hon. Members. 
The same privilege, if it is a privilege, the same 
concession, if it is a concession, should be given 
to Private Members' Day. According to this 
Motion, it means that as soon as it is 6 o'clock, 
whether or not Private Members' Motions are 
still outstanding, they will automatically lapse 
and the Government Business begins. 

What is wrong if Private Members' Motions 
are debated in the night? Is it only Govern
ment Motions that are to be debated in the 
night ? If the answers to these quegtions are 
in the affirmative, will the Government change 
its attitude towards Private Members' Motions? 

May I repeat what I said last week on the 
Floor of this House. I asked if it was not a 
conspiracy within the Cabinet to see that 
certain Private Members' Motions were not 
taken up. 

To-day is a very important day, as can be 
seen in the Gallery. There are very important 
Motions coming up and I do not speak in 
anticipation of any Motion . We are going to 
debate the Motion of Censure, we are going to 
debate other very important Motions like the 
Local Gin Motion. 

There is a certain tendency on the part of 
the Government. I can read their minds ; I 
can read the mind of the hon. Minister of 
Finance. He is trying to see (perhaps, I do 
not mean any harm in saying so, I am entitled 
to my opinion) that the Motion on illicit gin 
will not come up. I am asking him very 
respectfully, I am asking the Prime Minister 
and the members of the Cabinet to please 
allow the debate on Members' M.otions, if 
they are not disposed of at 6 o'clock, to be 
extended into the night. Mterwards, we help 
the Government to function. It is not only 
Government Business alone that is to be run 
here. Private Members' businesses are also to 
be run here and we must be allowed our full 
day. 

A full day, according to my calculation, 
means any hour from 12 o'clock to 12 o'clock 
and, therefore, if we begin from 10 o'clock, 
if we take 24 hours to mean a day, any part of 
the day calculated by the clock from 10 o'clock 
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to 12 mid-night is Private Members' Day. I Friend should have filed a substantive Motion 
want to drum that into the ears of the members then and, therefore, I think that, with due 
of the Cabinet. If this cannot get through, respect to him, his present argument is belated. 
I want to say that in future from now on As regards my new friend the Member for 
Private .Mer:nbers' Day should be from 10 a.m. Uyo South West (Mr Brown) I want to assure 
to 12 mtd-mght. him that when bearded people start courting 

I am opposing this Motion. 

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo South West): I 
support my hon. Friend the Member for 
Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) in opposing the 
Motion. 

To-day is known throughout the country as 
"Brown's day". I know for certain that if we 
had known earlier, as a matter of fact, to-day 
ought to be declared a public holiday through
out the country. 

There is no reason why the Government 
should interfere with Private Members' Day, 
at least, as far as to-day is concerned. I know, 
however, that if I were in the Cabinet, no 
doubt I would be embarrassed because it 
would be very difficult for me to be censured 
in a way that we are going to censure the 
Minister of Finance to-day. 

May I say that to-day should be left in our 
own hands. Having had this opportunity for 
us to shake up the Minister and the Cabinet, 
not with a view to killing them, but to making 
them to sit up to their bounden responsibilities, 
may I ask my hon. Friend (and the only friend I 
have throughout the Federation), the Minister 
of Finance, to please withdraw the Motion. As 
a matter of fact, even judging from all sides of 
the House, people seem not to favour that 
Motion of bringing Government business to 
interfere with the business of the day. 

I beg to oppose. 

The Minister of Finance : I think that my 
hon. Friend the Member for Enyong South 
(Mr Ekanem) has left undone what he ought to 
have done and, therefore, there is little health 
remaining in him. If, when I gave the indica
tion previously of what was going to be the 
order of business for to-day my hon. Friend had 
thought that \\·e should extend the period of 
time for the debate of Private Members' 
Motion, he should have filed a substantive 
Motion to [hat effect. 

I made a statement earlier in the week to this 
effect. ·when I made my Business Statement, I 
gave an indication previously on Saturday that 
there would be a night sitting to-day. My hon. 

me, all they have to do is to shave their beards 
and think again. 

Question put and agreed to . 

Resolved, That the Business of Private Mem
bers and Government Business be exempted at 
this day's Sitting from the provisions of Stand
in()' Order 4 (Sittings of the House), provided 
th~t at 6 p .m. the Proceedings on Private Mem
bers' Notices of Motions, if not previously 
concluded, shall lapse and the sitting shall at 
that hour be suspended until 9 p.m. 

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East) : On a 
point of order, I would like to call the attention 
of the House to Order 55 (1) (c) about the 
Business Committee. The business of the 
Committee is "to select and report to the House 
from time to time Notices of Motions of 
Private Members to be placed on the Order 
Paper on Tuesday" . Then Order 17 (b) says, 
"On Tuesdays the business of Private Members 
shall have precedence of Government business 
and shall be taken in such order as may be 
determined by ballot". 

Now, the Business Committee selected these 
Motions and reported to the House last week in 
a certain order which was determined by ballot 
as required by Order 17 (b). That order has 
been very gravely mutilated on the Order Paper 
of to-day. The result is that Motion No. 7 has 
been shifted down and it now becomes Motion 
No. 8. The mutilation goes on. 

An hon. Member : It is only in that one 
place. 

Mr Oronsaye : It is not in one place. The 
order as it should be is as follows . Motion No. 
6 should be for Mr W. 0. Briggs ; No.7 should 
be for Mr B. N . Ukegbu; No. 8 should be for 
Mr U . 0 . Ayeni; No. 9 should be for MrS. D. 
Lar and No. 10 should be for Mr R. 0. A. 
Akinjide. That is the order which was 
reported to the House, as reported in the 
Hansard, and as it is here. 

I think that the order should be arranged 
in the way that it had been arranged according 
to the Standing Orders. 
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Several hon. Members tose-

Mr Speaker : Only one Member shaiJ be 
heard at a time. (Interruptions). 

Order, order ! The report of the Business 
Committee indicated the number of Motions 
that are going to be taken, but they did not 
specifically say that they should be taken in a 
certain specified order. The result is that the 
names of those who appeared against the 
Motions were put up on the Notice Board and 
it was only later that the order was released and 
inserted in the Order Paper as we see it to-day. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 

Mr W. 0 . Briggs (Degema): I beg to 
move-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Labour (Mr N. A. Ezonbodor): 
On a point of order, I have heard from reliable 
sources that the statement which the hon. 
Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) is going to 
make to-day was made by Chief Awolowo. 

Mr Speaker : If this was a court of law, I 
would have asked for evidence. 

Mr I. A. Brown : May I ask if that is the 
reason why troops have been brought to 
surround the Parliament Building ? They 
should be asked to leave. 

Mr Speaker: Order, order ! There are no 
troops surrounding the Parliament building. 

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (!shan West): On a 
point of order, I would say if there is any man 
from the U.P.P. who wants to support the 
Action Group let him cross over to them. 
The statement of the bon. Member who has 
just spoken does not reflect the opinion of the 
U.P.P. 

The Speaker : The House should please 
allow progress. I should be the judge of 
breaches of order until we hear quite a lot from 
Mr Briggs. 

Mr Briggs : I should like to tell the half 
illiterate policeman who made that statement 
about Chief Awolowo that I have been making 
speeches for a very long time and that at the 
time I was on this kind of business he was still 
in the police force. 

I beg to move, That this House views with 
grave concern the admission by the Minister 
of Finance that the recent increase to 3s-6d 
per pair in customs duty on imported shoes 
will benefit, along with others, his Omimi 
Shoe Factory situate at Sapele and calls upon 
the Minister to relinquish his post in the 
Cabinet. 

On the 11th April, while contributing to 
the Debate on the Appropriation Bill, and in 
answer to accusations by certain hon. Members, 
the Minister of Finance had this to say : 

"For many years the people of the M£d
West have been shipping their rubber and, 
having studied shoe-making in Czechoslovakia 
I thought I should bring my know-how and 
my money in order to establish it in my own 
part of the country. Now, all those who 
know nze know that I am not a hypocrite. 
The name of the company formed to operate 
this new factory is "Omirni Shoe Company" 
which shows that I am not hiding anything . ... 
In fact, as soon as the project was mooted I 
declared my interest to the Rt. hon. Prime 
Minister and further whenever any matter 
remotely associated with it has been discussed 
in the Council of Ministers I have declared 
my interest to all my colleagues, as I did 
when we were considering the recent increase 
in duties, and that is what a Minister is 
expected to do." 

Earlier, on the 8th of April, the hon. Mem
for Uyo South West (Mr I. A . Brown) who 
was the Minister's principal accuser, had 
denounced his partiality in that being the 
owner of a shoe factory he had, as Minister 
of Finance, raised the duty on imported shoes 
with a view to benefiting himself through 
his factory. On any reading of the Minister's 
statement, two most important facts emerge. 
The first is an absolute admission by the 
Minister of the accusation levelled against 
him by the hon. Member for Uyo South 
West, and the second is the unwitting revela
tion by the Minister that he has the backing 
not only of the Prime Minister but also of 
the entire Cabinet in the conduct or mis
conduct in respect of which he is being accused. 
And so, we shall start from there. 

As for his rationalisation of the embarrassing 
situation in which by his own doing he has 
found himself, I shall come to it later. But· I 
wish to state at this stage that the principle 
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involved in this Motion and which will be 
advocated throughout this Debate is, if I may 
say so, its own term of reference, whole and 
entire, and of general application. It does 
not, except as providing occasion for it, hold 
exclusive or special relevance for the person of 
the individual for the time being holding the 
office of the Minister of Finance. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Commonwealth Relations (Hon. Jaja 
Wachuku): I think the hon. Member speaking 
should debate his subject and not read his 
speech. 

Mr Speaker : Reading speeches is out of 
order, but I presume that Ministers and 
Shadow Ministers can be allowed to read 
their speeches. 

Mr Briggs : Both inside and outside . this 
House, accusations of serious misconduct have 
from time to time been levelled against certain 
Ministers-accusations ranging from down
right corruption, clandestine business dealings, 
secret profits, unjust enrichment, to the impro
per use of their high public offices to the 
material and other benefit of themselves and 
their relations. Here in Nigeria, one hears all 
sorts of unsavoury things ; of Ministers 
receiving from five to ten per cent remuneration 
of contracts signed by them on behalf of the 
State ; of contractors building houses free of 
charge for Ministers in return for some 
invisible considerations ; of foreign governments 
purchasing Rolls Royce tractors and bulldozers 
for certain highly placed persons ; of contracts 
granted to foreign firms in which Ministers or 
their nominees hold directorates ; of govern
ment contractors tarring roads leading to 
Ministers' houses-

MrS. D. Lar (Lowland East) :The Motion is 
a censure Motion on a Minister and not on 
Ministers. I therefore think that the hon. 
Member's reference to Ministers is totally 
irrelevant. 

Mr Speaker : Order. Really the Motion is 
on the Minister of Finance and any accusation 
of Ministers cannot be allowed. We do not 
mind short remarks, but accusations that are 
likely to do more damage to the country than 
good should be avoided as much as possible. 

Mr Briggs : I was saying that accusations 
have been made of other concessions small and 

large too numerous to mention. And in the 
United Kingdom, in the continent of Europe, in 
Latin America, all of which I have had occasion 
to visit during one or other of my parliamentary 
tours, the same disgraceful story is repeated into 
your ears that you can get anything in Nigeria if 
you can pay for it. And the pity of it, as also 
the danger of it, to the eternal discredit of the 
country is that the customers of these shady 
businesses often contain themselves in whispers, 
but they do talk sometimes. And one of those 
who had talked loud enough is a Mr Wynch, 
the Canadian Member of Parliament who 
recently annoyed a great many people in this 
country by his plain speaking and frankness. 

Incidentally, Nigerian students in Canada 
sent a letter together with cuttings of news
papers containing the name of a particular 
highly placed top politician and sent them to the 
Prime Minister. I humbly and sincerely ask 
the Prime Minister in the interest of the 
country if he would read this letter and reveal 
the name of this Minister. 

This same top politician is still in his very 
high position, besmirching with his dirty hands 
the name of this cpuntry. So, I am humbly 
asking the Prime Minister if this letter could be 
read so that we can know the name of this 
Minister. 

But whatever w~ may say or do these 
whispers, these rumours, persist, and it is now 
time to nail them. 

It is only fair to say that not all the Ministers 
are guilty in this respect. In fact, many of our 
Ministers are, I think, hard-working men of 
integrity, but they are responsible collectively 
for government policy, and if the statement of 
the Prime Minister made on the Floor of this 
House on the 17th of April should be taken as 
providinf> a standard and as an endorsement 
of this policy then I should say that the future 
is bleak for this country, for ourselves, and 
for our children. But if this is going to be a 
signal for a n .. w orientation, for us to cleanse 
the Aegean stables, then this Motion, this day, 
shall go down in history as one of the most 
important in the annals of our country. 

Now to the question of the shoe factories. 
I am quoting here. The Minister says :-

"If an in' rease in duty is justifiahle in the 
interests of protectt:ng N igerian industry it 
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surely does not cease to be justifiable because a 
!v1inister has an interest in one of the twelve 
individual concerns to be protected .. " 

My answer is 'surely not' . But I woulJ go 
further by saying that what is in issue is 
not whether or not the duty on shot>s is justifi
able but whether the Minister of Finance in 
his dual capacity of protector and protected 
can properly and in good faith discharge his 
duty to the public which he is bound to serve. 

J have called the Minister of Finance the 
protector and the protected deliberately, and 
if this honourable House will examine with 
me the nature and the standing of these eleven 
shoe factories in whose interest together with 
his own the Minister of Finance has allegedly 
imposed this duty, it will see what I mean. 

According to my hon. Friend there are no 
less than eleven already in production, and 
several of these, according to him, are far larger 
than his own, and he gives their names as 
follows. In Lagos we have the Bata Shoe Co. 
(Nig.) Ltd., the Britind Footwear (Nig.) Ltd., 
and the Utrilion Industries Ltd. The first 
of these is, of course:, established by the well
known shoe company which for many years my 
hon. friend worked for and which was respon
sible for his training in Czechoslovakia. The 
second was registered so many years ago, and 
it is no longer doing business. The third, the 
Utrilion Industries, has stopped business long 
agv. Chief Adebayo Doherty was one of the 
directors of that company, and for a long time 
that shoe company has not been functioning. 
So, it is not honest for my hon. Friend to 
mention Utrilion Industries, and Britind Foot
" ear. The fact is that they have gone out of 
production, and he now pretends that he is 
raising duty on the shoe industries to favour 
interests which do not exist. 

companies, and anybody who goes to the 
vVestern or Eastern Region can go to these so
called shoe factories, and he will see that my 
hon. Friend is merely deceiving this House. 

In the Northern Region, he continues they 
have the Nigerian Leather Works Co. Ltd., 
the Nigerian Shoe Factory Ltd., Rubber 
Industries Ltd., and the Tombu Shoe Manu
facturers. All these are very small concerns. 
I am asking hon. Ministers from the North if 
they will be true to themselves to say whether 
the North has all these shoe industries. 

It can, therefore, be seen that the only 
substantial shoe industry in this group is the 
Bata Shoe Co. (Nig.) Ltd., in which my hon. 
Friend has sentimental attachment, and, of 
course, the "Omimi Shoe Co." owned almost 
exclusively by him. 

I shall tell you, Mr Speaker, the holding of 
the Omimi Shoe Co. to the shame of my hon. 
Friend. Omimi Shoe Co. is divided ·into a 
hundred thousand shares of one pound each 
in which Okotie-Eboh, his family, and his 
people owned 60 per cent-60,000 shares. 
(Interruption) . 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South) : On a 
point of order, it is provided in Standing 
Orders that the Debate of this honomable 
House shall be heard in silence and th:ilt there 
should be no applause in the Gallery. There 
was applause there, and I do not think we 
shall allow it any further. 

Mr Speaker :There was, certainly, applause 
in the Gallery, and this is out of order. It is a 
pity I did not notice that in time I would have 
ruled that out. 

Mr Briggs : Out of a hundred thousand 
shares Chief Okotie-Eboh and Sons Ltd. has 
60,000 shares, and the West African Invest
ment Co. Ltd. has 20,000 shares. The West 
African Investment Co. Ltd. is none other than 
the creation of Chief Festus Okotie-Eboh 
himself. So, he has 80,000 shares out of 
100,000 shares. We can now see why there is 
so much rush in trying to impose duty. 

In the Western Region, my hon. Friend 
went on to say that there are the Akinsanya 
Shoe Works and the Benin Co-operative 
Shoe Works . In the Eastern Region he said 
there are the Eastern Shoe Industry and 
the Niger City Shoe Industry. It is enough 
to tell hon. Members that all these so-called I shall tell you again, Mr Speaker, the names 
four industries are not factories in any sense of other directors in the company. They are 
at all but mere cobblers or shoe repairers Mr E. C. Calick, a French General Manager, 
employing one or two people. These are the Mr M. Liven, Israeli Manager, Mr J. H . 
factories which my hon. Friend says that he 1s Lawrence, Secretary, Chief Festus Okotie
trying to protect. They are merely ordinary Eboh, Director (approved 2nd of January, 
business names and not limited liability 1963), Ml·s Victoria A. Okotie-Eboh, Miss 
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Urodi Okotie-Eboh (Student), Miss Alexo 
Okotie-Eboh (Student), Miss Grace Okotie
Eboh (Student). 

This goes to substantiate the charge that 
the Minister of Finance imposed this duty 
with a view solely to protect his own interest 
and for the benefit of the business in which he 
has interest. 

But there is one more point to this. Accord
ing to my hon. Friend he said that in the first 
six months of 1962 alone almost a million 
pairs of cheap imported shoes, principally 
from Japan, ,were dumped in this country. I 
agree, but according to the Nigerian Trade 
Summary the corresponding value for this 
period is as follows :-

"February-£431,67; (There is no figure 
for March); April-£17,026; May
£17,843; June-£214,884; July-£233,907". 

The significant thing is that the hon. Minister 
with his special knowledge and vantage 
position has got information to all these things 
and he knows that because of this information 
which no other ordinary person could get, he 
used that position to establish the shoe industry 
instead of, in his position as an adviser to 
advise the Government that the shoe industry 
being a profitable industry, the Government 
should encourage indigenous capital, and in 
partnership with it, establish the industry in 
accordance with our industrialisation prog
ramme and in accordance with the context of 
our Six-Year Development Programme. 

Chief S.J. Mariere(Urhobo Central): On a 
point of order, the hon. Member alleged that 
the Minister of Finance gets information which 
no other person gets ; may I know how the 
hon. Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) got his 
own information, and from what source ? 

Mr Speaker : That is a question and we have 
passed que8tion time. 

Mr Briggs: Now, I come to the principle of 
it. According to my hon. Friend, the Minister 
of Finance, he did not make the secret of his 
interest. In fact he said, "As soon as the 
project was mooted, I declared my interest to the 
Rt. han. Prime Minister and also to my colleagues 
in the Council of Ministers" ; and in the light of 
his own understanding, "that is what a Minister 
is expected to do". 

This view is apparently being upheld in 
certain quarters favourably disposed to the 
Minister of Finance, but I think this is wrong 
for two important reasons. The first is that 
by taking part in the subsequent deliberations 
of the Council of Ministers, the Minister of 
Finance made the decision of the Council of 
Ministers his own, and directly designed it to 
benefit himself as against the interest of the 
teeming millions of taxpayers and civil servants 
and peasants whose interests he is supposed to 
represent. 

The second reason is that the Minister, as the 
one who initiates and executes the policy is in a 
completely different category from any other 
Minister who has an interest in an ordinary 
industry in respect of which Government had 
decided to do something. If to-day a gang 
of burglars writes someone a letter, as I 
understand they do in certain parts of W arri 
now, that on such and such a date they will be 
burgling one's house, all they are doing is 
giving one advance notice of their interest in 
one's property. If subsequently they burgled 
the house, they may be speaking the truth as 
burglars, but does that make them less criminal? 
And if there is a Council of Ministers composed 
of directors, what safety have we, or of what 
use will it be for each of them to declare his 
interest inter se, and then proceed to initiate 
measures calculated to benefit the interest of 
each and everyone of them ? Considering the 
peculiar position of the Minister of Finance, 
is it possible for him to divorce his present 
interest from that required in his public duty 
in contemplating increases such as the one 
proposed in respect of the shoe industry in 
which he has a substantial interest ? 

I submit that with the best will in the world 
there is bound to be a conflict and to resolve 
that conflict it will not be to the disadvantage of 
the Minister of Finance. That is why in most 
democratic countries like the United King
dom, in most Commonwealth countries, in 
countries where parliamentary democracy has 
taken root, it has become a common practice 
for Ministers on being appointed to give up 
their directorships, in some cases, even their 
shareholdings in order that this conflict may be 
avoided in the course of their duties to the 
nation. 

In this connection, I would like to bring to 
the notice of this House certain proceedings 
from page 387 of the Journal of the Parlia 
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ments of the Commonwealth, and with your 
permission, Mr Speaker, I would like to read 
them. 

"The Prime .Minister, Rt. Han. Keith 
Holyoake said that the report of the Select 
Cammittee on Ministers' Private .Interests, 
adopted on 26th October 1956, has established 
"rules of propriety" which "set the standard 
which Parliament and the people expect a 
J\llinister of the Crown to observe". .It 
balanced the demands of public duty imposed on 
those who were selected for ministerial office 
against their legitimate private interests as 
citizens. On the one hand, on assuming office 
they must divest themselves of those director
ships, sharelwldings, and business connexions 
which could give rise to a conflict of public duty 
and private interests : on the other hand, they 
could retain private interests which did not 
breach this basic principle. The penalty 
demanded-

Mr S. A. Babatunde (Ilorin Central) : On a 
point of order, I want everybody in this House 
to listen to this speech and see how favourably 
it compares with the lecture on the training 
ground in Ghana. 

Mr Briggs : The penalty demanded of those 
wlw held ministerial vffici was heavy ; but they 
zvere not asked to make a complete sacrifice of 
all personal interests. 

The Government fully supported the princi-
ples enunciated by the Select Committee. At 
the fiirst meeting of the Cabinet follawing the 
Government's assumption of office the report of 
the Select Committee was brought to the notice 
of Ministers. Many had made considerable 
sacrifice by resigning directorships, disposing of 
shareholdings, and severing business conne.'V:ions. 

The question remained whether a greater 
sacrifice should have been made by these two 
Ministers and whether, in the discharge of their 
duties, these Ministers had been influenced by 
certain private investments which they had 
retained. Then it went on. 

The first case concerned the holding by the 
Minister of warks of shares in South Pacific 
Airlines of New Zealand. He had invested 
£500 in this company in August 1960, which 
was befare the Government had taken office. 
On 7th May, 1962 the Govemment had agreed 
to lend this company limited loan assistance over 
a period of six months. The Minister of 

Works was not presnt in the Cabinet and, 
indeed, was away from Wellington when this 
decision was taken and he had not participated 
in it. His persanal interest in the company had 
previously been disclosed and was widely known. 

The other case concerned the Bay of Plenty 
Airways. .It was not alleged that the Minister 
in Charge of Civil Aviation had at any time 
held a direct interest in this company. But 
attention had been directed to the fact that, as a 
result of an investment in 1954, he held 400 £1 
shares out of a total shareholding of £1.797 
million in New Zealand Newspapers Ltd. 
zvhich in turn had a substantial interest in the 
Bay of Plenty Airways." 

In case some hon. Members on my left do 
not understand what I am reading, I would 
like to explain it in ordinary language, that this 
Minister of Civil Aviation had shares in a 
certain News Paper which had shares in another 
company. Even then, his shareholding was 
only £400 out of a total holding of £1.797 
million. In spite of that the Minister was 
brought to the Cabinet and questioned for his 
conduct, because the Government had shown 
interest towards the parent company. 

"In Jun3 1961 the Cabinet agreed that, if 
no other acceptable offer was available, the 
N.Z.A .C. should buy into the Bay of Plenty 
A irways. The Prime ·Minister referred to 
further developments in the Company's affairs, 
as a result of which the Cabinet l'efu.sed to 
approve a further investment by N .Z.A .C. 
in the company'' . 

Now, in fairness to my hon . Friend, the 
Minister of Finance, I am reading the whole 
thing so that the Speaker and the hon. Members 
can judge for themselves and then compare 
the position with the position as it is published 
here. 

"The Prime Minister said that as a result 
of his personal inquiries he had reached the 
follawing conclusions : 

(1) that the principles enunciated by the 
1956 Select Committee did not require revi
sion; 

(2) that there was no reason why the two 
Ministers, on assuming the portfolios of Work~ 
and Civil Aviation, should have anticipated 
that their respective holdings in the two 
companies would conflict with the pri11ciples 
adopted by the House ; 
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(3) That in the case of South Pacific 
Airlines the Minister of Works did not 
participate in the Cabinet decision ; 

(4) That in the case of Bay of Plenty 
Airways the interest of the Minister in charge 
of Civil Aviation was not, in the words of 
the Select Committee's Report, 'sufficiently 
direct and substantial to exert or appear 
likely to exert an influence on the impartial 
performance' of his duties as Minister ; 

(5) That the personal interests of the two 
Ministers did not in any way influence them 
or their colleagues in the decisions taken by 
the Cabinet". 

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East) : On a 
point of order, I think that quotations should 
not be too long, especially as his quotation is 
dealing with one subject. But can he tell us 
that Mr Macmillan himself is not interested 
in the Macmillan Book Company and things 
like that ? Those are the things we want him 
to tell us. 

Mr Speaker : Members must be careful 
what they say. I will not allow this sort of 
thing to happen again. 

Mr Briggs : Earlier, I had said in case some 
people do not understand what I was reading. 
I have now found that many people in fact 
did not understand. 

What the Prime Minister was saying was 
that he found as a fact in addition to all these 
things that the Minister did not influence 
them. I should like the House to take parti
cular notice of (3) and ( 4 ). (3) is that that 
Minister concerned was not prerent, he did 
not participatt> in the Cabinet decision ; 
and in the other, that his interest was not 
sufficiently direct and substantial to exert 
or appear likely to exert an influence on impar
tial performance of his duties as a Minister. 

How does this compare now with the hon. 
Minister of Finance ? 

Mr D. D. U. Okay (Port Harcourt) : On a 
point of order, I would want the hon. Member 
moving his Motion to tell us what the Prime 
Minister said. If he refuses to tell us, we shall 
tell him when we make our replie~: · 

Mr Speaker : That is not a point of order. 

Mr Briggs : I have said that he did not 
understand it, that is the problem. So I do 
not blame him. 

In this case, the Minister of Finance not 
only himself initiated the proposed increase
that is the difference : he, as the Minister of 
Finance, initiated the proposed increase
not only that, but also took part fully in the 
deliberation of the Cabinet whose decisions he 
is expected to execute. 

Again, not only has he a substantial interest 
in the Shoes Industry, as you have seen, 
Mr Speaker, he has, directly or indirectly, 
£80,000 of a capital of £100,000. 

Mr D. Senu-Oke (Badagry) : On a point of 
order, as Mr Briggs is citing all these things, 
he must at the same time tell us the story 
of Moba Estate business before he takes his 
seat. 

Mr Speaker : You are wasting our time. 

Mr Briggs : The hon. Minister of Finance . 
has £80,000 of a total capital of £100,000-
£60,000 in his own name, and £20,000 in a 
company in which he is a substantial interest. 

Not only that, the Prime Minister, Mr 
Holyoake of New Zealand, said that at the 
time those two Ministers took office, they had 
already had interests in their respective 
companies and th~t they could not have 
anticipated, therefore, that upon taking office 
such interests would conflict with their duties 
later on. But in this case, the Certificate of 
Incorporation of the Omimi Shoe Company 
was dated 1Oth July, 1962-three years, 
at least, after the Minister of Finance had 
become Minister of Finance. Not only that, 
he was appointed Director in January 1963-
two months to Budget Session. 

The whole House, in fact anybody with 
any good conscience, and anybody outside 
this House who might probably hear this 
speech would realise that there is a vast 
difference between the conduct of the present 
Minister of Finance, for his increase of duty 
on the shoe industry, and the conduct of the 
two Ministers in New Zealand. 

I wish now to come back to the argument 
about his declaring his interest, which interests 
so many people. If, as may be inferred from 
Dr Okpara's statement on the matter that the 
Minister was right in his contention and that 
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as far as he was concerned his duty ended 
in declaring his interest, and that it was then 
up to the Prime Minister to make his decision 
whether to ask him to resign or surrender his 
holdings, if that was right and if, as I have 
said, the Prime Minister's statement is an 
approval of the Minister's conduct, then I 
must say quite frankly that the Prime Minister 
has debunked not only himself but also the 
entire Cabinet Ministers who have taken the 
decision. 

Our Prime Minister has the enviable 
reputation for honesty and integrity. I say 
that with due sense of honesty and sincerity. 
There is nobody in this House and there is 
nobody in this country who has had any adverse 
report about any dealing by our Prime Minister, 
and for that we can say that we in this country 
are very proud and very fortunate to have a 
person like him. But, to be personally honest 
is not enough. Honesty must be seen to exist, 
and the Prime Minister must, therefore, make 
his honesty plain to all the world to see. 

I am suggesting that the Prime Minister has 
two of three alternatives to pursue : 

(a) either he should ask the Minister of 
Finance to resign, or 

(b) he should surrender all his holdings, 
and-

Several hon. Members : To the hon. 
Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) ? 

Mr Briggs : He could surrender them to 
any of his relatives. After all, I know of a 
certain Miss Ojegba who owns shares in 
Dumez in succession to one Okotie-Eboh. 

The Prime Minister should either ask him 
to resign or to surrender all his holdings. And 
he should institute a high-powered inquiry into 
the conduct of this Minister to save the face of 
Nigeria and to bring us back into the pale of 
honest men. 

Finally, there are two more facts I like to 
bring before this House. The first is that 
sometime ago, I think last week, the Prime 
Minister said that we must be careful what we 
say here because the Hansard is read all over 
the world and also published in all newspapers. 
Mr Speaker, I beg to disagree with him. I beg 
to disagree for two reasons. The first is that 
we must be mature enough to tell the truth to 

ourselves even in the face of international 
public. Secondly, it will serve to tell the 
whole world that Nigeria is not all rotten 
and that there are people in Nigeria who will 
not stand this kind of thing and that we are 
striving to make good. 

The last one is to emphasise what I had 
earlier said, that this Debate transcends 
personalities-it has nothing to do with 
individuals. It is a matter of high principle 
involving the prestige and future of our 
country. Ministers are not just ordinary men. 
There are some of our leaders who have been 
thrown up by our society as exemplifying its 
character and nature. They are a sort of 
human show-pieces in our dealings with the 
outside world and as such, their conduct ought 
to be taken as a specimen of what the rest of 
the stock is like. 

If the hon. Minister of Finance has any 
capacity at all for reflective self-criticism, he 
would realise that his quotation from Hamlet in 
the same speech and in the course of his 
tribute to the Prime Minister, applies with far 
greater validity to him, for the purpose of this 
Debate. The said quotation which the hon. 
Minister of Finance quoted from Hamlet is as 
follows: 

"His greatness weighed his will is not his 
own, 

For he himself is subject to his birth, 
He may not, as unvalued persons do, 

carve for himself, 
For on his choice depends the safety and the 

health of the whole state." 

Either by design or oversight, my hon. Friend 
stopped there--

Mr Speaker : Order ! The hon . Member 
has two minutes to wind up. 

Mr Briggs : My hon. Friend stopped there. 
But Shakespeare does not stop there. He goes 
on to conclude : 

"And therefore must his choice be circums
cribed; 

Unto the v01:ce and bearing of the body 
whereof he is the head." 

To my mind, it is these two lines that form the 
heart of the matter. 

Therefore, on this note, I beg to move. 
(Applause from the Gallery). 
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Mr Speaker : Order. If the Gallery con- filing this Censure Motion on the Minister of 
tinues to applaud, then I will have no alternative Finance is that the company in which the 
but to clear it. Action Group has investment applied to the 

Federal Government for a loan and was refused. 
Mr A. A. Ajibola (Egbado South) : I rise to 

second this Motion. In presenting the case 
of Her Majesty's Opposition on this Motion 
of Censure, I shall, with the permission of Mr 
Speaker, during the course of my speech 
answer the following questions :-

(1) What is this Motion about ? 
(2) What is the duty of the Opposition with 

regard to the activities of the Government and 
its Ministers ? 

(3) What are the facts for this case ? 
(4) What is the standard expected of a 

Minister of the Crown ? 
(5) To what extent can a Minister be the 

director of a company ?-

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East): On a point 
of order, I would like to point out that when 
the hon. Member speaks and mentions Opposi
tion, he should only talk of the Action Group. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : On a point of 
order, I should like to mention that the U.P.P. 
is part of the Government, so we are the 
Opposition. 

Mr Speaker: Order. I think you will have 
to fight that out at party campaigns and not 
here. 

Mr Ajibola : (6) To what extent can a Minister 
of the Crown be a shareholder of a company ? 

(7) What is meant by a Cabinet Minister and 
the responsibilities of such a Minister ? 

This Motion is not motivated by malice. 
This Motion is of the best intentions. This 
Motion is sponsored in order to restore public 
confidence in the Government of the day. It 
will also help to alleviate the fears of the man 
in the street. It is also sponsored in order to 
put the Government of the day on the alert 
and to show the country and the outside 
world that our Government and specially 
our Ministers live up to the standard expected 
of them. 

The Government tends to regard the Opposi
tion as the brake of a car going up hill-

Mr J. M. Damla (Pankshin West): On a 
point of order, I would like to call the attention 
of the House to the fact that the reason for 

Mr Speaker : Order. The hon. Member 
needs to read his Orders more. 

Mr Ajibola: I would say that the Govern
ment tends to regard the Opposition as the 
brake of a car going up hill, whereas the 
Opposition feels that the car is going down 
hill. Some people say that it is the duty of the 
Opposition to propose nothing, to oppose 
everything and to turn out the Government. 
Others say that the duty of the Opposition is 
to oppose and not to support the Government. 
Both statements are old-fashioned. The func
tion of the Opposition is much more compli
cated. Rather, it is the duty of the Opposition 
to show that it can manage the affairs of the 
nation very competently : it is the duty of the 
Opposition to serve as the nation's watch-dog ; 
it is the duty of the Opposition, whenever the 
Government of the day is going astray, to 
sound a note of warning. 

This historic Motion is plain and straight
forward. It is non-contentious. The facts are 
simple. The Motion is intended to purge one 
of our Ministers of any form of corruption, so 
that in the end he may be able to render a 
better and greater service to this country. A 
lot of public aspersion is being cast on the 
Minister of Finance, and we on this side of the 
House shall be failing in our duty if we do 
not table this Motion on the Floor of this 
House. I will now deal with some of the 
allegations being levelled against the Minister 
of Finance. 

The facts of case No. 1 are as follows. Chief 
the hon. Festus Okotie-Eboh, Leader of the 
House, is the Federal Minister of Finance. 
The said Chief the hon. Festus Okotie-Eboh 
is a Cabinet Minister, i.e., a Member of the 
Council of Ministers. The said Minister has 
cultivated a very large Rubber Estate in 
Sapele, and in order to enjoy this plantation 
to the fullest, he now forms a Shoe Factory 
for which the Rubber plantation will be a 
feeder. In order now to benefit himself, he 
imposed customs duty of 3s-6d per pair of 
imported shoes, thereby creating a very much 
ready market for his factory production. This 
is the first case against him. 
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Let us go to case No. (2) in order to show 
that the Minister is guilty of abuse of office. 
This is according to public allegations which 
must be cleared on the Floor of this House. 
We have learnt that when the Central Bank 
of Nigeria was built, the firm of contractors 
that built the said bank, out of the materials 
with which the said bank was built, built a 
mansion at Mushin known as 'Ornirni Cottage' 
free of charge for the said Minister in apprecia
tion of the said contract award. I want this 
to be investigated. 

In case No. (3), the said Minister of Finance, 
on or about December, 1960, established a 
company with £75,000 as capital and made 
his wife a nominal de-jure director whilst him
self is a de-facto director. 

Mr I. S. Onwuchekwa (Ahoada Central): 
On a point of order, the hon. Member for 
Egbado South (Mr Ajibola) is talking of 
cases as if we are in a customary court. 

Mr Ajibola : In case No. (4), the said 
Minister of Finance has a big interest in the 
Cement Industry now being established in 
Koko, Warri Division. 

Case No. (5) shows that the said Minister 
of Finance has a big interest in the Dumez 
Engineering Company. There, he made his 
wife a director de-jure. 

Further more, case No. (6) shows that the 
said Minister of Finance is a director de-facto 
of a log and timber factory somewhere in the 
Mid-West. 

In addition, case No. (7) shows that the 
Minister is a proprietor of secondary schools 

r many parts of the Mid-West. 
These are allegations levied by the public 

against this particular Minister, and must 
be investigated. 

Mr B. N. Ukaegbu (Owerri South East): I 
think that the text of the Motion is on the 
increase in customs duty on shoes. It is, 
therefore, irrelevant for him to mention things 
which do not concern increase in duties. 

Mr Speaker : It could be irrelevant had it 
not been for the fact that the Motion is seeking 
the removal of the Minister himself. 

Mr Ajibola : There is an Amendment filed 
by the Prime Minister asking for a vote of 
confidence in this Minister, and as such he is 

open to attack on any of these grounds. By 
Prime Minister's Amendment, the Prime 
Minister has declared him open to attack. 

The allegations that for every contract 
award by the Federal Government there is 
a commission to this particular Minister, must 
be investigated. These are allegations which 
must be cleared. It is in the best interest of 
the Minister himself that all these allegations 
are brought to his notice so that he may clear 
himself. It is also in the best interest of the 
Federal Government so that they can look 
into the matter and inform the public who is 
right-whether this particular Minister is 
right or wrong or whether the public is wrong. 
Let us know the facts if he has nothing to 
hide. 

Mr S. A. Babatunde (Ilorin Central) : 
On a point of order, I have been listening 
to the last speaker and at the same time taking 
note of any bombastic statements which may 
lead him to the court of law. 

Mr Speaker : I suppose he is covered by 
Parliamentary privilege. 

Mr D. N. Abii (Owerri East): On a point 
of order, I humbly implore the Speaker to 
enlighten this House. If by this Motion 
we are going to listen to every accusation 
and every allegation about this Minister, it 
means that this House is acting as a commission 
of inquiry. We have tabled an Amendment 
Motion on the original Motion accusing him 
specicfially for a false increase on duty which 
is in connection with his shoe factory at Sapele. 
I am of the opinion that to bring in all what 
they are saying means that we have got to 
make an inquiry into them before we can 
reply. 

Mr Speaker : I quite agree with you that the 
Motion should be confined to reasoning 
on his putting a duty in favour of his shoe 
factory, and I hope hon. Members will not be 
so careless in their accusations as to go beyond 
that into his personal character. 

Mr Ajibola : Having now exposed some of 
the facts, the next question to be answered is, 
what is the standard expected of a Minister 
of State ? In answering this question, I 
shall have to refer to one or two books of 
authority. With your permission, I beg to 
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quote from a book entitled "Cabinet Govern
ment" by Sir Ivor Jennings. It is a book 
from the Library. Hon. Members can read 
it later on. This should be found in the 
Second Edition at page 96-

" The most elementary qualification demanded 
of a Minister is honesty and incorruptibility. 
It is ho·we-ver, necessary not only that he 
should possess this qualification, but also that 
he should appear to possess it" . 

Does the Minio;ter of Finance possess this 
qualification ? 

Some hon. Members of the Opposition : 
No. 

Mr Ajibola : I will leave the answer to the 
Government. But if the answer is in the 
affirmative, does he appear to possess this 
qualification? Our own answer, a3 well as 
that of the public, is that the Minister of 
Finance has fallen short of the standard 
expected of him. 

I would also like to ask and ask another 
question. To what extent can a Minister 
of the Crown be the director of a company ? 
These are matters that have been raised in 
the British House of Commons, and I will 
therefore refer to certain speeches made by 
the respective Prime Ministers of the Crown 
at one time or the other on this issue. I refer 
this Honourable House to the same authority 
at page 97 and, with the permission of Mr 
Speaker, I beg to quote-

"In 1906 the Government laid down the 
rule that all directorships held by Ministers 
must be resigned except in the case of honorary 
directorships in connection with philanthropic 
undertakings'' . 

Some hon. Members : Who laid it down ? 

Mr Ajibo1a : That is the British Govern
ment. All these should be found in the 
Parliamentary Debates-Fourth Series Volume 
1 54 column 234. 

I would also like to quote further at page 98 
and, with your permission, I quote-

"Mr Baldwin-(that is the then Prime 
Minister) stated in 1926 that the rule laid 
down in 1906 had become the practice". 

"The rule laid down in 1906 has become the 
practice". 

Mr D. D. U. Okay (Port Harcourt) : On a 
point of order, may the hon. Member address 
l\1r Speaker, and not the House? 

Mr Speaker :The Speaker is representing 
the House. 

Mr D. 0. Enefo1a (!gala South) : On a point 
of order, I think that these members of the 
Action Group are habitual criminals. They 
have just drowned a government in the Western 
Region and now they are pointing accusing 
fingers on innocent people. 

Mr Speaker : Order ! You are only wast
ing our time. 

Mr Ajibola : The Members are trying to 
waste my time by raising unnecessary points of 
order. I have to quote from page 98 with your 
permission, Mr Speaker : 

"Mr Baldwin stated in 1926 that the rule 
laid down in 1906 had become the practice, and 
added : '"It has always been the practice, so 
far as I know, in all Cabinets with which I have 
had acquaintance, and I belie-ve in Cabinets 
before I had the honour of service, that when
ever the question of private interest comes in 
the Minister always makes a declaration to that 
effect, and sometimes does not take part in the 
discussion, or, 1j he does, it is with the full 
knowledge of all his colleagues.'" 

This rule was further reaffirmed in 1935 and 
also in 1949. 

I will now come to the extent to which a 
Cabinet Minister is permitted to be a share
holder of a company. All these points are 
material in order to show whether the Minister 
of Finance had stood by the standard expected of 
him. And in dealing with the question of 
whether the Minister should be permitted to be 
a shareholder of a company, I shall humbly 
refer Mr Speaker to speeches in the House of 
Commons. I quote from pages 99 and 100 of 
the same book. When the Mover was referring 
to the case in New Zealand, some hon. Members 
were asking him to quote instances from Great 
Britain. That is what I am quoting. Some
body was also asking that he should quote from 
America. I am coming to quote from America. 
Mr Speaker, I beg to quote about how far a 
Minister can be a shareholder of a company : 

"The question of shareholding was raised in 
the Marconi debate of 1913. Mr Asquith 
then laid down the following propositions : 
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'The first . . .... and the most obvious is that 
Ministers ought not to enter into any transac
tion whereby their private pecuniary interest 
might, even conceivably, come into conflict 
with their public duty . ..... Again, no Minister 
is justified under any circumstances in using 
Off,cial information, information that has come 
to him as a Minister, for his own private profit 
or for that of his friends. Further, no Minister 
ought to allow or to put himself into a position 
to be tempted to use his Jjjicial influence in 
support of any scheme or in furtherance of any 
contract in regard to which he has an undis-
closed private interest . ..... Again, no Minis-
ter ought to accept from persons who are in 
negotiation with or seeking to enter into 
contractual or proprietary or pecuniary rela-
tions with the State any kind of favour . . ... . I 
will add a further proposition, which I am not 
sure has been compeletely formulated, though it 
has no doubt been adumbrated in the course of 
these Debates, and that is that Ministers 
should scrupulously avoid speculative invest
ments in securities as to which, from their 
special means of early or confidential informa
tion, they have or may have an advantage 
over other people in anticipating market 
changes'." 

This matter was of such importance that in 
1937 Sir John Simon laid down the following 
propositions in the House of Commons. I beg 
to quote: 

"In the first place, it is plain that in no 
circumstances must a man who holds the 
position of a Minister ever allow himself to be 
in such a situation that his public duty will 
conflict with his private interests . . . . The 
second principle is that no man should allow 
himself to occupy any portion of the time 
which he ts bound to devote to his public duties 
in a disregard of his public duties, and pursuing 
any private interest whatever, whether it is in 
playing golf or in the nature of business. 
The third principle is that inasmuch as the 
secrets of the Governm:mt are specially in 
charge of Cabinet Ministers, no Minister, and 
partzcularly, no Cabinet Minister, must in any 
circumstances put himself in a position where 
he is not able to be the complete guardian of 
those secrets in that there is any possibility of 
any private interests bzing served through a 
knowledge of those secrets." 

These are authorities and we have all on 
many accasions acclaimed in this honourable 
House that the British Parliament is the 
Mother of Parliaments, and that is the practice 
of the Mother of Parliaments. What is good in 
Great Britain is applicable in this country if 
we want to live up to the &tandard expected of 
us all over the world. 

Some Members have raised the point that 
we should quote authorities from America. 
We are speaking on principle. We are 
showing to this country and to the outside 
world that this question was not brought out 
of malice. The Minister of Finance is my 
personal friend. I respect him ; I like him 
and I love him. But we have come to speak on 
a policy and that is the point that we are now 
striking. The same thing would obtain 
whether it is the Minister of Finance or the 
Minister of Mines and Power. 

In the House of Lords, a proposition was 
laid down, and I beg to quote to this honourable 
House from this book entitled "Tory M .P." 
by Simon Haxey. It is a book from the 
Library. 

"A Committee of the House of Lords 
published a report in the case of Lord Murray 
of Elibank which had the following conclu
sions : 

"We think it is within our province to 
express our strong opinion that there should 
be henceforth an inflexible rule to preclude 
those who hold any public office from 
entering upon any speculative transactions 
in stocks and shares. This statement was 
made on the implicit grounds that such 
speculation might well influence a Member's 
conduct in that public office." 

And then an American author was quoted 
here again which reads as follows : 

"Members of Congress .. .... should observe 
the correct principle that an honourable judge 
does not sit in a cast in Yohich he is interested. 
R,publics are as likely to be destroyed by a 
corruption of morals from within as by attacks 
from without." 

Furthermore, a distinguished German lawyer 
says: 

"Whenever a Member of Parlt'ament is 
closely connected with business circles outside, 
and especially with a particular concern, it 
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cannot be disputed that there is a danger of the Minister of Finance does not resign his port
conflict of his political duty with his private folio in the Cabinet or in the alternative, 
interests being decided in favour of the latter." surrender him!>elf to a tribunal of inquiry as 

Ministers of State are trustees and custodians 
of public interests. And one remark must be 
made on all trustees alike and that is, a very 
high standard of honour, care, prudence and 
business efficiency is demanded of them. A 
trustee is not entitled to make profit by his 
trust either directly or indirectly. He is not 
allowed to put himself in a position where his 
interest and duty may conflict. 

The Minister, by his conduct, has committed 
a breach of trust. The Minister is a Cabinet 
Minister and the Cabinet has been described 
as Her Majesty's confidential servant. In sub
stance, the Cabinet is the directing body of the 
national policy consisting of the principal 
leaders of the party in power. It is able to 
forward that policy by reason of its control of 
the House of Representatives, consisting too 
of the Heads of the more important Govern
ment Departments. It is able to forward its 
policy by laying down the principles to be 
followed by the Central Administrative ma
chine. Their service under the Crown is the legal 
explanation of the political fact that Ministers 
hold the important Government offices. 

The Cabinet is a general controlling body. 
The Cabinet has a plethora of eminence. 

Mr Speaker : This debate is not on the 
Cabinet. 

Mr Ajibola : A Minister in such a Cabinet 
therefore should put the nation first, the 
nation second and the nation last. But our 
Minister of Finance, by his conduct, has put 
self first, self second and self last. If he has 
nothing to hide, let him subject himself to an 
enquiry. 

I would prefer to give cogent example where 
a tribunal of enquiry was instituted when 
allegations of this nature were made against a 
Minister of the Crown. 

Mr Speaker : The hon. Member has one 
minute to wind up. 

Mr Ajibola : The Minister involved was 
Mr Belcher, a Parliamentary Secretary in the 
British Parliament in 1948. 

In conclusion I would say that it will be a 
great disservice to the nation and a great 
injustice to this honourable House, if the 

to his activities in the Government in all their 
ramifications. 

Sir, I beg to second. 

The Prime Minister (Alhaji the Rt. hon. 
Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa): I rise to move 
an Amendment to the Motion, "Line 1, leave 
out from "House" to the end of the Question 
and add-"expresses its full confidence in the 
integrity of the Minister of Finance." 

The Amendment to the Motion will now 
read as follows : 

That this House e:xpresses its full confidence 
in th~: integrity of the Minister of Finance. 
I am very sorry to hear the two speeches 

made by the h 'ln. Mover and the Seconder of 
the Motion. As I have always said in this 
House it is not good for hon. Members of this 
House to take undue advantage of their 
parliamentary privileges and make all sorts of 
wild allegations against Ministers. 

This debate, so far, has gone beyond the 
terms of the Motion on the Order Paper. 
There have been allegation-3 on the questions 
of commissions and contracts and all sorts of 
things and I think that if we are not very 
careful this will be the start of a kind of practice 
which will continue in this House. If this 
happens, I do not know what we shall be 
turning this Parliament into. 

Nigeria is a young country. There are 
many Nigerians in busines-3, some of them 
have also entered into politics, but it does not 
mean that after they have come into politics 
and are lucky to be appointed Ministers, they 
should throw away their former business 
interests. There are quite a large number of 
hon. Members, not only in this Federal 
House but also in the Regional Houses, who 
have got their private busine3s interests. 

Sometime ago, one hon. Member here 
said to me (I think the Member might he 
from the opposite Side or from my right) 
that we Ministers are doing a temporary ioh, 
and I replied that I entirely a?:ree that we are 
doing a temporary job and no Minister revards 
his position as permanent. I hope it iQ not 
being suggested that if a busines~man !!ets 
elected into Parliament and becomes a Minis
ter, such a businessman shm.dd no longer 
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have business interests because he is a Member 
of Parliament or a Minister. 

I think we had better faced realities. It 
has been our policy in the Federal Government 
and this policy has been endorsed by this House 
that our aim is to encourage local industries. 
That is the basis on which this increase in 
the duty on shoes has been approved and 
brought to this House. The whole aim is to 
protect local industries and the particular 
industry on which this Motion is being debated 
is only one out of twelve in the country. 

This House has always talked about our 
unfavourable balance of trade. This imposition 
of duty on shoes will save us about one-quarter 
of a million pounds of foreign exchange. 
When the increase was announced the whole 
idea was not to increase revenue, but to pro
tect local industries and I must say honestly 
that I find it very difficult to see why people 
should discuss this matter with such a great 
heat. 

We in the Council of Ministers have got 
what we call "Ministers Code of Conduct". 
Whenever a Minister is appointed he has to 
disclose to the Prime Minister all his business 
i~terests, and I must say that when the Minister 
of Finance, Chief the hon. Festus Okotie-Eboh 
~as appointed Minister, he disclosed to me 
all his . business interests and I did not see 
.J;hy I should ask him to sever his connections 
with those interests. (Applause) . 
, There might be some Ministers who disclosed 

spme interests and have been asked to sever 
their connections with those interests but in 
this case, the Minister of Finance difclosed 
to me all his interests when he assumed 
office as Minister. When this matter was 
to be brought before the Cabinet, the Minister 
again reminded his Colleagues that he had 
disclosed those interests to me. . . . Again, 
before the establishment of the shoe factory, 
the Minister also disclosed all his interests 
and I did not think that it was wrong for the 
Minister to have such interests. 

I had wanted to give it back to the people 
on that Side but I think it is wrong. The hon. 
Member for Degema (JI!Ir Briggs) quoted 
extensively from Reports of Parliamentary 
Proceedings in the Commonwealth, and patti
cularly, the one dealing with New Zealand. 
Before he started his quotations he said 

that some students in Canada made a cutting 
of a newspaper article and sent to me and 
that they even sent to me the name of a highly 
placed politician. Well, they sent to me a cut
ting of a newpaper article written by one 
Canadian Member of Parliament accusing us 
of being corrupt in Nigeria and doing all 
sorts of things ; the stupid Canadian Member of 
Parliament said "the Chairman of the Senate 
Committee told him that if he gave him the 
money, all would be all right." We do not 
have any Chairman of the Senate Committee 
in this Country. 

The man is a very stupid fellow bm I will be 
very pleased if my hon. Friend, Mr Briggs, 
would care to tell me the name of the highly 
placed politician, and if there is some truth in 
what he was trying to suggest, we might be 
able to do something about it. I have always 
told this House that I am very anxious to make 
examples of either i\1inisters or anybody 
we can catch indulging in malpractices. If the 
allegation is true, why did the hon. Member not 
come and tell me ? 

As I have said I do not know of any highly 
placed politician who is the Chairman of the 
Senate Committee. Well, it might be the hon. 
Member for Degema (JI!Ir Briggs) himself. 
(Laughter) . · 

I do not like this debate to continue with the 
unnecessary heat with which its started. That 
is why I want, at this stage, to water it down a 
bit. I want us to approach this matter with 
all sense of responsibility. I also want to tell 
the House straightaway that I, as Prime Minis
ter, cannot accept that whenever a man is 
appointed a Minister, such a man has to sever 
his connections with all private interests. I 
will not accept it. (Applause) . If I am 
satisfied that this is not going to interfere 
with the Minister's duty as a Minister, then I 
will ask him to continue. But if I am sure that 
it is going to interfere with his duty, it is also my 
duty to tell him to sever his connection. 

I would appeal to the House to stop making 
these wild allegations and to try to bring points 
which will help me as the Prime Minister in 
dealing with situations of this kind. 

Sir, I beg to move. 

The Minister of Defence (Alhaji the bon. 
Muhammadu Ribadu): There has been a 
vicious and sustained attack on the Federal 
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Minister of Finance. From the very nature of becoming a Minister Chief Okotie-Eboh had 
the attack one can see that it is all inspired by been a man of substance and a successful 
enemies of Chief the hon. Festus Okotie-Eboh, businessman. He built several schools which 
and the enemies of Nigeria. give education and training to over two 

Mr Briggs : On a point of order, the 
Minister of Defence is imputing motives. 
We have no personal animosity against the 
Minister of Finance. It is a matter of principle. 

The Minister of Defence : There is no 
principle involved. We all know the person 
who wrote the speech for the bon. Mr Briggs. 

The integrity of Chief Okotie-Eboh is high 
and it is well known all over the world. Chief 
Okotie-Eboh is an international figure and in 
his capacity as Minister of Finance he has done 
a lot to put our country on the map of the world. 
It is to his everlasting credit that the Nigerian 
pound has, and still maintains, its value. 
Nigeria is now among the countries which have 
a strong currency. This is an achievement of 
which every Nigerian should be proud. To 
seek to paint a black picture of the Minister of 
Finance is to blackmail the country. 

I would strongly advise those who indulge in 
these reckless speeches to remember that our 
newspapers and Reports of Parliamentary 
Proceedings are read outside Nigeria by 
people who do not know those who have made 
the speeches. If they know that the speeches 
come from people like the bon. Member for 
Degema (Mr Briggs), nobody will take note of 
them. (Laughter). If millions of Nigerians 
know that this attack has been made by Mr 
Briggs, ¢.ey will not worry about it but it is not 
so outside Nigeria. Those outside this country 
will only know that the speech has been made in 
Parliament. If such a thing should continue to 
happen, I think we will all stand to lose. 

Unlike Mr Briggs, before Chief Okotie
Eboh joined the Government, he was a man of 
substance and a successful businessman. 
(Hear, hear). 

Mr L. J. Dosumnu (Lagos Central): On a 
point of order, the Minister of Finance has a 
choice of whether to remain in business or to 
resign from business. 

·The Minister of Defence : He established 
a rubber factory in Sapele which still provides 
means of livelihood for many people. Before 

thousand children. Hon. Members can see, 
therefore, that he had joined the Government 
not because of financial benefit, but to help 
in building a nation to which he has made a 
substantial contribution. When the historians 
write about the development of this country, 
I am sure Chief Festus Okotie-Eboh's contri
bution as a citizen of Nigeria will feature 
prominently. 

Chief Festus Okotie-Eboh places the prob
lem of the nation before his own and before 
everything else. The Government has never 
under-rated the problem of unemployment 
which faces the country to-day, and has urged 
that everybody should assist in overcoming it. 
The effective solution to this problem is 
industrialisation. Anybody should be wel
come if he intends to start some industries. 
Without protection and encouragement, local 
industries can never survive. We have to 
acknowledge our gratitude to Chief Festus 
Okotie-Eboh for going another step further 
in the effort to assist in the industrialisation of 
this country. The shoe factory which he has 
established will use local materials anQ., above 
all, provide employment for many people. 

I am sure bon. Members will readily agree 
with me that this is an effort which is praise
worthy and should be emulated by patriotic 
Nigerians who have the means of doing so. 
(Hear, hear). This is what the members of 
the Action Group should have done instead of . 
squandering the money of the Western Region. 
It is only by emulating patriotic Nigerians that 
the country will be made self-reliant and self
sufficient eventually. Some hon. Members 
criticise solely for criticism's sake. They 
should know that by their speeches they do a 
lot of harm to this country. 

It was alleged that the increase of extra 
shilling in duty per pair of shoe is to enable 
Chief Festus Okotie-Eboh to benefit from it. 
This allegation shows clearly the ignorance of 
those people. The increase was meant to 
protect local industry so that producers may 
be able to · break even. Without this they 
cannot survive, which means that thousands 
of people will be rendered jobless. 

(961) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

1893 [Minister of Finance] 23 APRIL 1963 [Minister of Finance] 1894 

[MINISTER OF DEFENCE] 

As I said before, those who brought this 
Motion are the enemies of this country. 
What Chief Festus Okotie-Eboh is trying to do 
is to help local industry, and hon. Members of 
the Action Group are helping those who are 
dumping their goods in this country, who go 
round lobbying them and giving them money. 
Many of the members of the Action Group are 
financed by these firms. If these industries are 
not encouraged, thousands of people will be 
rendered jobless because of the reckless 
speeches of members of the Action Group in 
this House. Anybody who takes note of 
these reckless speeches is an enemy of this 
country. The people whom members of the 
Action Group brought to the Gallery ought 
to know that they are their enemies-

Mr E. D. AkinbowaJe (Ijebu North) : On a 
point of order, the Minister of Defence should 
address the Speaker and not hon. Members. 

The Minister of Defence : What I am 
saying is that the people whom members of the 
Action Group brought and who are cloing 
some yelling in the Gallery ought to know that 
the people speaking on the narrow Benches 
on the other side are their enemies. All we 
are trying to do is to provide employment for 
the people of this country. What they want 
done is for the Japanese to come and dump 
their goods here so that they can go and lobby 
the hon. Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) 
and give him some money to come and talk 
nonsense here. 

Mr W. Briggs (Degema): On a point of 
order, I very strongly object to that imputation 
of motive. 

Several hon. Members: No, no. 

Mr Briggs : Furthermore, anybody who 
knows me knows that I am incorruptible, I 
cannot be bought. 

Mr Speaker : I remember when the Mover 
of the Motion was moving his Motion, he did 
impute quite a number of motives not only on 
the Minister of Finance but on the Council of 
Ministers as a whole, and I think this is a 
return bout. (Applause) . 

The Mjnister of Defence: We heard it 
from a reliable source that the hon. Member for 
De~ema (Mr Briggs) is on the pay roll of the 
Action Group receiving £3,000 a year. Will 

he tell us where the money is coming from ? 
Without industries many people will be 
rendered jobless. This is the first step being 
taken by the Government, and when the local 
industries can satisfy the needs of Nigeria an 
embargo will be placed on the importation of 
such shoes. 

The hon. Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) 
said that the two factories he mentioned were 
not in existence. I will like him to go to all 
these factories, these industries are there. 
This is a normal practice as commonly known 
all over the world. A young industry can 
hardly show profit, and even when it does, 
the idea is to plough back the profit into the 
industry to expand it and thereby give more 
employment to the people. 

As I have often said, it is the duty of every 
citizen of this country to encourage local 
industry so as to minimise the problem of 
unemployment. It is only natural that people 
want to buy cheaper things, but it must be 
realised that the money to buy these things 
must be found first. As I said before, the 
countries which dump these articles on the 
Nigerian markets are interested only in selling 
and not in buying from us. It heats my 
imagination that any good citizen of this 
country can come to this honourable House 
and table a Motion to condemn an act which 
seeks to protect local industries. 

The people who tabled this Motion said that 
thi:; principle is wrong. I cannot see anything 
wrong in that. If somebody had industries 
before he became a Minister and now he is 
improving on them in order to give millions 
of people employment-

Mr L. J. Dosunmu (Lagos Central) : Does 
a person need to be a Minister before he 
provides employment for others ? 

The Minister of Defence : We know some 
people who squandered millions of pounds 
and it was brought to light. Let the hon. 
Member for Lagos Central (Mr Dosunmu) tell 
us what they did to provide means of livelihood 
for the people of this country. 

An hon. Member : Nothing. 

The Minister of Defence : Yes, nothing. 
And it is not surprising that a member of the 
Action Group should table a Motion of this 
type on the Floor of this House. If the name 
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of Nigeria has been dragged into the mud, it not the text of the Motion, I shall dilate on that 
is due to the action of the Action Group and later-has not been brought under any rule or 
nobody else. What happened is that the law of this nation or this Parliament. The 
leader of the Action Group went to England Mover and the Seconder of this Motion have 
to paint this country black and after that an quoted very copiously from British practice 
inquiry was instituted. If members of the and from the practice in New Zealand. This 
Action Group are people of moral character, is Nigeria. Any charge that is brought here 
they should have committed suicide. They must be brought under Nigerian law. On this 
should not come here at all. I think we have issue, there is a Nigerian law. On this issue, 
established a moral conduct here for the people there is a Nigerian rule and a Nigerian practice. 
of this country. The people know all these It is surprising to note that neither the Mover 
things and they know what members of the of the Motion nor the Seconder said anything 
Action Group are doing. There is, therefore, about Nigerian rule and Nigerian practice. 
no need for them to come here and accuse I think that probably if they have ever been 
some other people. Ministers in their lives they would have known 

In any case, I would like to thank the Mover 
of this Motion for one thing. This Motion 
has given us an opportunity to ratify or to 
reaffirm our implicit confidence in the Minister 
of Finance. (Applause). Millions of the 
people of this country, perhaps minus two or 
three of the Members on the other side who 
belong to the Action Group, have implicit 
confidence in the Minister of Finance. 
(Applause). We pray to God that the Minister's 
shadow may never grow less. May He prolong 
his life, strengthen him further and give him 
power to continue with the good services that 
he has been giving to this country. (Applause). 

12.20 p.m. 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East): For two 
classes of reasons which I wish to give later, 
it is obvious that the Motion which was 
brought here this morning is bound to fail. 
(Applause). The Motion was moved and 
seconded by two lawyers and they were too 
legalistic in their approach. These people are 
my juniors-

Mr E. D. Akinbowale (Ijebu North) : 
May we know if the hon. Mem her for Egba 
East (Chief Rosiji) is a Queen's Counsel? 

Chief Rosiji : As I said before, these 
people are my juniors, and I hope they will 
not mind it if I teach them a thing or two 
about law. If we were in a law court, I would 
simply raise a preliminary objection and the 
case would finish. 

There can be no offence without law. 
I think that is a principle which is accepted not 
only in the law courts but also by ordinary 
people outside. Now, the indictment which is 
supposed to be brought here-which indeed is 

the fact. 

Their ignorance has been corrected by the 
Rt. hon. Prime Minister who has given the 
Nigerian rule in this Parliament here to-day. 
The rule which I have read myself, when I was 
a Minister, and which operates in the Federal 
Government, and similar one too which 
operates also in Eastern, Western and the 
Northern Regions, is that whenever any 
Minister assumes office he should declare his 
interests in all businesses. This is one. The 
second one is that whenever any matter is 
being discussed in the Cabinet which affects 
those interests, he should furthermore declare 
such interests. Thirdly, that no Minister 
should use his office to benefit deliberately and 
to the detriment of this country. (Interruptions). 

I wish hon. Members will let me speak. 
I did not interrupt them when they were 
speaking. Their conscience is worrying them. 

The third principle is that no Minister 
would use his office to benefit himself to the 
detriment of this country. 

These people have based their argument on 
British practice and on the practice in New 
Zealand. They have not used the rule and 
practice which is known not only in this 
Parliament but also in all other Parliaments of 
the Federation of Nigeria. In such circum
stances, the normal thing to do in the court is 
to say that the case be dismissed. 

I would like to quote the text of this Motion, 
and I would like this House to follow it very 
carefully. It reads as follows -

That this House views with grave concern 
the admission by the Minister of Finance that 
the recent increase to 3s-6d per pair in customs 
duty on imported shoes will benefzt, along with 
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others, his Omimi Shoe Factorv situate at 
Sapele and calls upon the Mini;ter to relin
quish his post in the Cabinet. 

What is regretted and what these people are 
quarrelling about is the admission. The man 
'"'as an honest man to admit it here, and that is 
what they do not want. (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker : Order, order ! 
ChiefRosiji :This is not what they intended. 

But there is no doubt that it reflects correctly 
the state of their mind. They have stated 
this here from the abundance of their mind 
because that is their practice. 

I would not, in normal circumstances, have 
imputed motives to any Member of this 
House who made a speech here. But I think 
that the motives behind this Motion should be 
clear not only to the Members of this House 
but also to the public at large. A number 
of things have happened in this country in the 
past year. A number of revelations have been 
made in the past year in this country. Some 
people have been parading themselves as the 
paragon of honesty, the paragon of integrity 
in this country. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker : I hope hon. Members do 
realise how much of our time is being wasted 
through interruptions. 

Mr A. A. Ajibola (Egbado South) : On a 
point of order, the hon. Member for Egba 
East (Chief Rosiji) should account for the 
amount of £10,000 which he spent in America, 
to show that he too is not fraudulent. 

Mr Speaker : That is not a point of order. 

Chief Rosiji : I have accounted for the 
£10,000 in the public press. £7,000 of this 
sum was spent by Chief Awolowo for boosting 
himself up in America. 

The monies involved in the Motion, in the 
industry and in the monies to America are 
such monies in which these people do not deal. 
They believe in big monies. 

As I was saying- ! do not want to be dis
tracted- some people .vere parading themselves 
as paragons of honesty and integrity in the 
past twelve months, and they were taken in. 
(Interruption). 

Mr Briggs: My point of order is that my 
hon. Friend is becoming irrelevant. He 
should speak on the Motion. 

Chief Speaker : It seems he is collecting 
facts to support his argument. 

Chief Rosiji : They said only recently that 
they have nothing to hide. I like very much 
to thank the Prime Minister and the Govern
ment of this Federation because we have been 
saved from the evils of these boastful men by 
the exposure which has taken place of recent. 

Mr E. D. Akinbowale (Ijebu North) : 
If people will be talking of certain people 
parading themselves as paragons, the hon. 
Member for Egba East (Chief Ros1ji) should tell 
us when he became a saint. 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Zanna the hon. Bukar Dipcharima) : 
The very reason why Chief Rosiji had to leave 
the Action Group is because he is saintly, 
and saints are not wanted in the Action Group. 

Chief Rosiji: We thank God very much 
that this myth has been exploded and the whole 
country is talking about the twleve million 
pounds of the Western Region which Chief 
Awolowo and the Action Group embezzled. 

Now, here comes the motive of the Motion ; 
while everybody is talking about their misdeeds, 
they now intend to divert the attention of the 
people from these discussions by bringing a red 
herring across the whole matter. The people 
of this country will not be deceived, and we shall 
pursue what we think is right in the establish
ment and protection of the integrity and the 
inviolability of this great Federation of Nigeria. 

Some people like scandals very much, and 
the Action Group are cashing in on that fact. 
If somebody were to come to this House to 
praise a Minister for doing a good job, people 
would not have the same interest in it as in a 
scandalous Motion of this sort, and it is on this 
one that the Action Group are trying to cash in. 
But it seems that the first thing we have to 
consider is that whatever we do in this country, 
we must do it for this country ; it is not for us to 
imitate and to copy the hypocrisy of other 
countries. 

It has been said here to-day that in Britain 
and other countries, when people become 
Ministers they transfer their interests away 
from themselves. But we know many of these 
people who transfer their so-called interests. 
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As soon as they leave the Ministry, they go Chief Rosiji : I will, Sir, but he did not 
back exactly to where they belonged before. resign his business interests after all. 
We know what happens ! (Interruptions). 
We are no hypocrities. If a person becomes a 
Minister, what he does is to transfer his interest 
to his wife. Transferring one's interests to 
one's wife, is that a transfer ? And then as 
soon as they leave office, they transfer the 
interests back to themselves and they resume 
their position. 

What I like about the action of the Minister of 
Finance is that when he made his statement on 
the Floor of this House, he placed before his 
critics facts which they did not know. He 
gave them the name of the company. He 
disclosed the facts here. He disclosed the facts 
to the Ministers-his Colleagues. As I said 
earlier, the rule which governs the Ministers 
here governs the Ministers in the Regions. 
When Chief Awolowo was the Premier of the 
Western Region- (Interruption). We must 
speak the truth ! 

Mr M. C. K. Obi (Menmai East): The hon. 
Member for Egba East (Chief Rosiji) is irrelevant. 
I do not see why Chief Awolowo should come 
into the debate. 

Chief Rosiji : As I was saying, when Chief 
Awolowo was Premier of the Western Region, 
there were many Ministers who had business 
interests. Why did he not ask them to resign ? 
(Interruption). 

Mr Akinbowale : We are discussing the 
Federal Government and not the Regional 
Governments. Chief Rosiji was the Federal 
Secretary of the Action Group-

Mr Speaker : Actually, the Minister is a 
Minister for the whole Federation. 

ChiefRosiji :When I was Federal Secretary 
of the Action Group, that man was a nonentity 
and, therefore, I am the authority. If I say 
anything here about the Action Group, he 
should keep quiet. 

I said that when i\'Ir Briggs spoke here, he 
said that the Prime Minister ·was an honest 
man. He admitted that the Prime Minister 
had no business interests and such things. 
Can he say that of Chief Awolowo when he was 
the Premier of the Western Region (Interup
tions). 

Mr Speaker : I think the hon . Member 
should leave Chief Awolowo alone. 

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (!shan West): On 
a point of information, the House would like 
to be informed that Chief Ayo Rosiji, the 
Member for Egba East, is our leader here. 
Those people over there are all in debt. 

Chief Rosiji : I think that the opportunity 
provided by this Motion will enable the 
Prime Minister to reconsider the rules which 
he had set down. There is indication from 
his Speech that he has already done so in the 
light of the speeches made by the two hon. 
Gentlemen from the Opposition this morning, 
and the Prime Minister has declared here that 
he has no reason to change those rules. But 
whecher he has reasons to change those rules 
or not the processes leading to his decision on 
that matter must take into consideration the 
conditions of Nigeria, and I repeat, Nigeria 
only. 

We could not care less what has happened in 
Britain or what has happened in New Zealand. 
I want to make this known to everyone in this 
House that to-day this country is dominated, 
economically, by these same British people; 
it is dominated by foreigners and aliens. 
And may I ask who amongst us has any 
worthwhile business undertaking in this coun
try ? British business enterprises in England 
are dominated by Britons themselves; in New 
Zealand business and industry are dominated 
by New Zealanders; but here in our own 
country our nationals are not in control of our 
own economy. 

There are some people who are going down 
to the dismal depths of their very ruin and 
they should not try to drag others with them. 
I want to make it clear that we will not go with 
them, they will have to go it all alone. In 
circumstances like these in which we find 
that our economy is in the hands of foreigners 
what we now discover is that there is a group of 
vicious elements-the never-do-wells-when
ever they find any Nigerian trying to do some
thing that would benefit the whole nation, tbey 
try to do away with him by any means possible. 
If that is the way we can develop I think it is up 
to the Action Groupers to tell us. 

The people who are capable of doing great 
things in this country are limited because of 
our local situation, and it is a fact that because 
of the independence that we have just achieved, 
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[CHIEF ROSIJI] 
because of our nationalism, everybody wants 
to go into politics. That explains why we 
find that most of the capable people we have 
in the country are in politics to-day. If we 
are now to say that those who are in politics 
should not do business I think it will be 
tantamount to cutting our nose to spite our 
face. 

I am holding no brief for the hon. Minister 
of Finance. I am speaking purely as a Nigerian. 
If the Minister searches his mind and he finds 
that he has not used his position as Minister of 
Finance to benefit himself, we are satisfied. 
(Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker : Hon. Members must appre
ciate that there are Reporters who take down 
their speeches and unless there are less inter
ruptions and noise they may not be able to 
hear. 

Chief Rosiji : From what we have heard 
on the Floor of this House from the speeches 
of the Mover and the Seconder of the Motion 
there has been no (and I want to emphasise this 
point) there has been no evidence from their 
speeches that the Minister definitely used his 
position to benefit himself. 

It has been said that there are eleven other 
factories making shoes in Nigeria, and I know 
that when an application of this nature is made 
it is not made to the Minister of Finance ; 
it is made to the Minister of Commerce and 
Industry. Why did they not consider carpet
ing the Minister of Commerce and Industry 
since it is clear that it is he who approves the 
application ? If the Minister of Commerce 
and Industry does not approve the application 
the matter dies and the Minister of Finance 
never sees it again. 

I am convinced that there has been no 
evidence brought this morning in this House 
to show that the Minister of Finance has used 
his office to benefit himself to the detriment of 
the country, and, therefore, I oppose this 
Motion vehemently, and I support the Amend
ment. 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari Sarkin Bai 
(Dambatta): I rise to support wholeheartedly 
the Amendment to this Motion, and to oppose 
very vehemently and very vigorously the 
original Motion. 

It is an indisputable and incontrovertible fact 
(and the Prime Minister has confirmed this by 
moving a motion of implicit confidence) that the 

Minister of Finance is a sincere, responsible 
and devoted son of Nigeria. I am asking in 
the names of hon. Members of this House
the accredited representatives of the peo pie-
who believe in the ballot box, that the Minister 
of Finance should continue with his great 
effort to foster the economic growth of this 
country, and by so doing provide employment 
for so many millions of the unemployed 
people in this country. I would like to empha
sise that we have implicit confidence in our 
Minister of Finance. 

The Prime Minister has well covered the 
main points concerning this Motion, and the 
other Gentleman who could be described as 
versed in matters of this kind, the Member for 
Egba East (Chief Rosiji), has cleared a lot of 
grounds. I only wish to make some reference 
to points raised by the Mover and the Seconder 
of the original Motion. 

In the first place I should like to describe 
their statements as ill-conceived, ill-motivated 
and dangerously irresponsible. They argue 
that before a man is appointed a Minister he 
will have to divest himself of all his holdings 
and shares, if he has any. This suggestion, 
in my humble opinion, is funny and silly, 
because this would mean that men of expe
rience and ability would not be prepared to 
surrender whatever interests they had before 
accepting ministerial appointment. 

It has been made clear by the Prime Minister 
that, according to our ministerial code of 
conduct, a Minister is required to declare his 
interests to the Prime Minister and his collea
gues in the Cabinet, and it is up to the Prime 
Minister or the members of the Council of 
Ministers to decide whether the interests will 
in any way conflict with the Minister's normal 
responsibility as a public servant. In this 
connection the Minister of Finance had 
already declared his interests to the Prime 
Minister and his colleagues and we have been 
told that it was found that his business interests 
will not run counter to his official duties. 

The Minister of Finance had chosen the 
name, Omimi, in order to connect the company 
with himself in the public mind, and this is 
in accord with the frank and obvious sincerity 
with which our Minister of Finance has tackled 
his responsibility. 
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Appointment to a ministerial post does not 
deprive a man of his legitimate interests as a 
private citizen. All that is necessary, and all 
that is required is for him not to permit his 
private interests to conflict with his normal 
duties. There is no conflict in this case at all 
and therefore it is not surprising since the 
Minister has commendably and in accordance 
with the Government policy taken the initiative 
to try his hands in new ventures in the country 
and thereby provide employment for the people. 

The Mover of the Motion, the hon. Member 
for Degema (Mr Brigr;s), has made reference 
to some companies which he alleges are owned 
by the Minister of Finance. If I am allowed, 
Sir, I should like to make reference to some 
companies belonging to some people in this 
country, and I would ask the House to listen 
very attentively. 

First of all, we have an Estate Company, 
the breakdown of which is as follows :-

DIDEOLU ESTATES LIMITED 

Incorporated 30-12-59. 
Nominal Capital £20,000 of £1 each. 
Issued Capital £19,998. 

Shareholders 

Chief Obafemi Awolowo
Politician 

Hannah Awolowo-Housewife 
Olusegun Awolowo-Law 

£5,000 
£4,999 

Student . . . . . 0 £2,000 
Omobola Awolowo-Student 0 0 £2,000 
Olatokunbo Awolowo-

Student . . . . . . £2,000 

Mr D. M. Gbolagunte (Ibarapa) : On a 
point of order, the hon. Member is mentioning 
Chief Awolowo, who is not here to defend 
himself. 

Several hon. Members : Sit down ! 
(Interrupt£ons). 

Mr Speaker : The hon. Member is men
tioning t~e Awolowos and not merely Chief 
Awolowo. 

Alhaji Sarkin Bai : Thank, Sir, that is why 
we welcome democracy. As I was saying, 
I was giving you the breakdown of the company. 
I will continue. 

Directors 
Mrs Hannah Awolowo 
A)odele Awolowo 

Olusegun Awolowo. 
Registered Office : Ijebu Bye Pass Ibadan. 

I will now give you the other one. This one 
is, as follows-

DIDEOLTJ STORES LIMITED 

Certificate of Incorporation issued 27-1-60. 
Nominal Share Capital £10,000 
Issued Capital £9,998 
Shareholders 
Hannah Idowu Dideolu Awolowo £4,999 
Olusegun Awolowo . . 0 0 £999 
Omotola Awolowo . . 0 • £1,000 
Oluwole Awolowo . . . . £1,000 
Olatokunbo Awolowo . . . . £1,000 
Ayodele Awolowo . . . . £1,000 
Head Office: Ijebu Bye Pass Ibadan. 

Mr S. A. Babatunde (Ilorin Central) : On 
a point of order, I would like, humbly, to ask 
the Speaker to tell the hon. Member for 
Degema (Mr Briggs) and the hon. Member 
for Lagos Central (Mr Dosunmu) to please 
keep quiet and listen carefully. 

Mr V. T. Shisha (Iharev Masev): The 
Member for Dambatta is saying "Awolowo", 
"Awolowo"; how many Awolowo's are there? 

Mr Speaker : I may know of only one 
Shisha, but I do know of many Awolowo's. 

Alhaji Sarkin Bai: Mr Speaker, from this 
you, and, I hope, hon. Members of this 
House, will easily see the difference between 
our Minister of Finance and the former Leader 
of the Opposition, Chief Awolowo. The 
Minister of Finance is sincere, while Chief 
Awolowo was making wuru wuru. 

Mr Speaker : Order ! It is now one 
o'clock, and, under the standing Orders, 
sitting is suspended till three o'clock. 

Sitting suspended : l.p.m. 

Sitting resumed : 3 p.m. 

Mr U. 0. Ayeni (Menmai North West): 
I rise to speak on the Motion as amended by 
the Prime Minister. Mter listening both to 
the Prime Minister and the Minister of Defence 
and my hon. Friend, the Member for Dam
batta (The Sarkin Bai), there is very little one 
can put in. But all the same I have to correct 
the ideas expressed by the Mover of the 
original Motion, and his Seconder. 
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Now the speech referred to in the Hansard 

which the Mover read shows quite clearly the 
sincerity of the Minister of Finance himself. 
He said at that time that he had nothing to hide 
and that was why he gave the whole informa
tion. I think if the Minister of Finance 
wanted to hide anything from this House he 
would not have given us all that information, 
and as a matter of fact we could not have known 
anything about it at all. The fact is that that 
speech which the Mover referred to defeats 
the very Motion he was trying to move in the 
morning. 

One other aspect is that some of us know so 
much about Chief Okotie-Eboh before he 
became an active party politician. He was a 
big businessman and he was a prosperous 
citizen of this country. The fact that one is a 
successful businessman does not mean that, 
as soon as one becomes a Minister, one should 
sell all that one has, or has to do away with 
all of one's possessions and be in a position in 
which the Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) 
wants every Minister to be. Ministerial 
appointment is not synonymous with poverty. 

The main thing which we should think 
about on this matter is the duties placed on 
imported shoes and rubber. The argument 
is purely economic, it is not just the question 
of sentiment. The increase of 3s-6d on the 
duty placed on imported rubber and shoes was 
intended to protect the interest of younger 
industries in this country, and I believe that 
there are such industries like the Omimi Shce 
factory. The Omimi shoe factory at Sapele, 
we all agree and as the Minister has told us, 
is not a monopolistic one. If the Omimi 
factory was a monopolistic business then the 
whole of the argument which was advanced 
this morning would hold water. But because 
of its competitive position with other eleven 
shoe factories it therefore ruled out the mono
poly positions of any factory. Moreover, 
the Omimi factory has not started to produce 
anything at all. So the idea of the Minister 
trying to benefit by that does not arise at all. 

The Member for Degema has also read a 
long statement made by a Minister of New 
Zealand in the Parliament of New Zealand. I 
think the Prime Minister has made that point 
clear and it is needless to say that in this 
instance at any rate "what is good for the 

goose may not necessarily be equally good for 
the gander". "{ole have our own code of con
duct, if we are going to face up to comparison. 
For instance in the old Commonwealth coun
tries they haYe a limit to the amount one 
could spend for an election . 

Mr P. E. Ekanem: This House is bound 
under the Standing Order to listen attentively 
to the debate and in silence. The Mover and 
the Seconder of this Motion are being dis
turbed by a volume of noise in this House. I 
wonder how the Mover and the Seconder 
would comply with the provision of the Stand
ing Order : that the Mover and the Seconder 
of the original Motion are entitled to reply 
to the debate. We are being so terribly dis
turbed that we cannot hear what is actually 
being said. 

Mr Speaker : Thank you for drawing the 
attention of the Chair to that. I think it will 
do us good if we comply with the Standing 
Orders of the House. 

Mr Ayeni : Everybody knows how much 
the party to which the Member for Degema 
East belongs spent during the last Federal 
Elections. Therefore he cannot draw a parallel 
between himself and what people do in other 
parts of the world. Quite vividly, from what 
was read to us this morning, the Prime Minister 
of New Zealand gave some five reasons or five 
instances in reaching his decision. The fifth 
of them was that-

The personal interests of the two 1V!inisters 
concerned d£d not in any way influence tlmn 
or their colleagues in the decision taken by the 
Cabinet. 

That was precisely what the Minister of 
Finance told us, that he revealed his own 
interests to the Prime Minister and that if a 
matter was being discussed which was even 
remotely connected with this, he had nothing 
to say. So there is no point in belabouring all 
these voluminous arguments which people 
opposite are adducing. 

My hon. Friend, the Member for Egbado 
South (Mr Ajibola) spoke of Sir Ivor Jennings 
on the conduct of Cabinet Ministers. I think 
that Sir Ivor Jennings was more of a book
writer than a practising politician. 

The Minister of Finance has revealed his 
interest in the Ornimi Factory. He has declared 
his interest to the Prime Minister and to his 
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Cabinet colleagues. The very name of the 
factory Omimi is obviously connected with the 
name of the Minister of Finance. I think he is 
even justified in giving that Company a name 
by which he, the Minister of Finance, is 
popularly known. 

My hon. Friend, the Member for Degema 
(Mr Briggs) and those who spoke earlier on that 
Motion could not have even connected it with 
him, but for the fact that the Minister himself 
chose to tell us in a very honest language 
that this is a company he was interested in. 
He did not hide it. As the Sarkin Bai pointed 
out, some people floated some companies and 
gave them names quite remote from their own, 
and distributed the shares even to little children 
still in school. 

Now the increase in duty, ·which is the main 
thing in this debate, is justified. The aim is 
to stop the flood of cheap, imported shoes and 
to build up the Nigerian Industries behind the 
tariff wall. We quite believe that the growth of 
shoe industries will help to correct Nigeria's 
unfavourable balance of trade. We shall save 
at least about £1 million every year in Foreign 
Exchange, and, besides that, industries will 
provide a lot of employment for many Nige
rians. It is hard to get the capital to float an 
industry and on the other hand it is hard to 
give employment to people. This is what the 
Minister has done in this case. 

Increases in duty will not lead to a rise in the 
price of shoes, if that is the argument, since the 
Nigerian industry, as I believe, can meet the 
effective demands of the people. It is only 
when demand exceeds supply and demand 
remains what it is that prices can rise. In this 
case we are anticipating a great deal of supply 
and at the same time we hope that the people 
will demand to such an extent that the price 
will remain what it is. 

References made were very irrelevant and I 
do not want to trouble Members about such. 
I think the Motion, as amended, commends 
itself to this House and I beg to support. 

Chief E. 0 . Okunowo (Ijebu Central) : I 
wish to oppose, with all the emphasis at my 
command, the Motion moved by Messrs 
W . 0 . Briggs and Co. Limited. I am support
ing in enti~;ety the amendment made by the 
hon. the Prime Minister. 

He that lives in a glass house should not 
throw stones. I am terribly surprised at that 
handful of people who regard themselves as 
Members of the Opposition. During the 
course of my speech, I am going to make an 
appeal to this honourable House that a line of 
demarcation be drawn on this Opposition 
Bench. (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker : Order, order ! The House 
must listen in silence. 

Chief Okunowo : I think it is not a crime 
to be on the Opposition Bench. It all depends 
on how one comports oneself. Any Member 
who comports himself in a dignified manner, 
I can assure him that he will be respected by 
the whole House and if he compc,>rts himself 
anyhow, he has had it. 

Evil communications corrupt good manners. 
I happen to have known two, three or four 
Members of the Action Group. I have known 
that some of them were born with silver spoons 
in their mouths, but I do not know by what 
they have their food these days, whether by 
steel spoons or something else. 

It seems to me that there are always two 
ways to destroy a country ; either by ammuni
tions or by vicious propaganda. I would 
like to appeal to the House that this matter 
should be viewed with all seriowmess. As 
mentioned this morning by the hon. Prime 
Minister, our Hansard is read all over the 
world and for certain people to have the 
audacity to come to the Floor of this House 
to impeach the character of a man of the 
calibre of the Minister of Finance, a man who 
is known all over the world, as said this morning 
by the Minister of Defence, is most annoying 
and most disgraceful. 

These people are like the ostrich hiding its 
head in the sand whereas its body is outside. 
These people should not have had the audacity 
to come before this House and attack our 
Minister of Finance who, by his sole effort, 
has been able to do more than anybody for this 
country. 

I would like to appeal to the Speaker, 
because it is not unlikely that some of these 
people may be good in future, not to use his 
good offices or the Parliamentary privilege to 
impose punislunent on them, otherwise I see 
no reason why these people should not be 
given twelve strokes of the cane. 

(969) 



1913 [Minister of Finance] 

Federal Padiament Debates 

23 APRIL 1963 [Minister of Finance] 1914 

(THE MINISTER OF FINANCE] 

The aims of the company are to carry on in 
Nigeria or elsewhere the business of planters, 
growers and cultivators of rubber, coffee, 
cocoa and other products of the kind, and to 
treat, prepare and render marketable, buy, 
sell and dispose of any such products either 
in their raw or manufactured state. This is 
a policy that every progressive Nigerian should 
adopt. 

Members were misinformed this morning 
that I owned another twenty per cent. The fact 
of it is that the twenty per cent is owned by a 
company which is known as the International 
Investment Company Limited, 241 Igbosere 
Road, Lagos. This company was registered 
on the 26th day of July, 1962, and the registra
tion number is 3077 and the directors are Mr 
E. E. Carlier, who is General Manager of 
S.C.O.A., MrS. Nomoja, Mr J. A. Lawrence 
and the entire shares cf this company are owned 
by S.C.O.A. It will be interesting to note that 
when I contacted the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry to pay and get the particulars 
of this company, just because somebody 
wanted to deceive this House, the file had 
vanished from the custody of the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry, stolen by the 
Member for Degema. 

Mr Briggs : As a matter of fact, Sir

Several hon. Members : Shame, shame, 
Ole, ole ! 

Mr Speaker : I do not want to name a 
particular Member, but if anyone catches my 
eye as a persistent interrupter I shall not 
hesitate to do so. 

Mr Briggs : It was only this morning that 
we got this file. I did not go there myself. 
When I sent somebody there on Friday and 
Saturday, the file was missing. They said 
it was with the Registrar and it was only this 
morning that it was given to me. It was 
stolen by these people opposite. 

The Minister of Finance : I want to say 
that my hon. Friend, the Member for Degema 
(Mr Briggs)-

Mr A. U. D. Mba (Owerri North) : This is 
a serious point. We do not know \\hether 
it is a practice now that people should go to 
Government offices and remove files. 

Mr Speaker : Unless you are raising a point 
>: order, I think you are likely to cause some 

irritation which may be inconvenient to the 
House. 

The Minister of Finance : Now that my 
hon. Friend, the Member for Degema, has 
said that he had only just seen the file I hope 
he ·will be bold enough to stand on the Floor 
of this House and say that he was telling a 
deliberate lie in this House when he said that 
a company owned by S.C.O.A. was owned 
by me under any camouflage. Not only that, 
when they searched further they discovered 
that all the documents regarding Chief Enahoro 
and Sons Limited had been stolen by these 
same people in anticipation of the return of 
Chief Enahoro. That is the type of thing 
the Action Group does in this country. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): On a 
point of order, though not really a point of 
order, I do not really know, but I am just trying 
to think-

Mr Speaker : If you are not raising a point 
of order there is no need for you to talk. 

Mr Ekanem : I am raising a point of order 
now. 

Mr Speaker : What order ? 

Mr Ekanem : Standing Order No. 28. 

The Minister of Finance : Now, my hon. 
Friend in the course of his arguments said that 
some of the shoe companies had closed down. 
That, certainly, is the support for the action of 
Government. It is because these companies 
cannot continue to produce shoes due to the 
dumping of shoes here from abroad that some 
of them have closed down. Do we want to 
close down Nigerian companies to enable 
overseas companies to take over ? 

Several hon. Members : No ! 

The Minister of Finance : That is the 
point. 

Now, I will go further to say that my hon. 
Friend knew that in 1960 as Minister of Finance 
I also presented increased duty for shoes here 
and there, and though I was a Minister of 
Finance then, to my detriment, I imposed 
increased duty on rubber which is my pre
occupation. If I were a dishonest man I would 
even have taken advantage and shipped my 
rubber before duty was increased, but I never 
did. Everybody knows that I used to enter
tain people in the Water Club at Sapele; 
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when I increased duty on alcohol last year, 
I never took the advantage of asking my 
Club to pile up drinks for two years or so. If I 
were dishonest I would have done so, and it 
would have been known. That I did not do it 
has shown my clear intention. Everybody 
knows that I am in Lagos for my ministerial 
duty, and God will punish me if I betray the 
country and the Prime Minister. 

What I was saying was that the confidence 
imposed on me hy the Prime Minister is so 
important that I would not because of a shilling 
on a pair of shoes betray that confidence. 

Now, before duty was imposed representa
tions were made by several companies, and 
representations were made even to the World 
Bank by shoe manufacturers in the Eastern 
Region whom the Mover of the original Motion 
regarded as petty. If the rich men must exist 
should petty men not live as well ? 

Now, what happened after the imposition of 
duty is what I will read, for the purpose of 
record, I shall hand over the original to the 
official Reporters. The letter which I received 
from the Eastern Region reads as fol lows :-

THE EASTERN SHOE MAKER ASSO., 

cfo 62 Aggrey Road, 
PORT HARCOURT. 

4.4.63. 
THE I-ION. MINISTER OF FINANCE, 

Chief Festus Okotie Eboh, 
Lagos, Nigeria. 

ACCEPT CONGRATULATION ON BEHALF OF 

THE EASTERN SHOE MAKERS ASSOCIATION 

PORT HARCOURT 

On your Government response to some of our 
requests contained in our welcome Address to 
Mr D. H . Decaux Industrial Economist and 
member for World Bank during his tour 
recently. 

Representation on this particular issue was 
not only made to the Government but was also 
made to the International Economist from the 
International Bank, so that it is not just some
thing that fell from the blue. Now, I shall 
continue-

The Association demanded increase duties on 
imported shoes and sandals in the country so as 
to protect the indigenous manufacturers in the 
market, and further demanded the total "BAN" 

on all imported Footwears as zvas done in other 
independent countries. 

Wishing you a success and freedom for all and 
sundries. 

(Sg) R. 0 . OZOR 

Chairman 

(Sgd.) D. U. ORIAKU 

Secretary 
(FOR THE EASTERN SHOE MAKERS 

ASSOCIATION) 

They made representations before the duty 
was imposed. My Colleagues here will agree 
that the representations went as far back as 
1960. Anyone can trace that if he cares to. 
Since 1960 these representations had been 
persistent, and I say it on my word of honour in 
this place that both officials in Commerce and 
Industry and my officials have persistently 
since 1960 been examining these things. I was 
advised. I do not just do things like that. 
I was advised by officials that unless this 
protection is given to the shoe industry it will 
never thrive in Nigeria. It will die a natural 
death. So, I am obviously carrying out my 
duty with all honesty and not for profit making. 

It is not a secret, wherever I went in the 
world or in this country people always asked 
me what I did to the Action Group that they 
wanted to kill me. 

The Action Group cannot even cover their 
sins now because they are too well known even by 
their friends overseas. It is too well known 
that the dishonesty of the Action Group 
leaders be they Ministers or otherwise is clear 
all over the world. By the time the money 
which they paid to their broadcasters overseas 
is no more they will find that the truth will 
continue to grow. By the grace of God I will 
survive. They have been trying to remove 
me as a Minister. They should leave it to the 
Prime Minister to remove me any time he 
wants to. He will not remove me just because 
two riff-raffs like Briggs and the other fellow 
have come to talk nonsense in this place. 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East): I wish to 
thank you very sincerely for giving me this 
opportunity to speak, and in this case I have 
to express my gratitude to the Prime Minister of 
this nation who has made our work very simple. 
You will agree, as the hon. Member for Egba 
East (Chief Rosiji) had earlier on pointed out, 
that the Motion for which we were all geared 
up this morning was not moved. What was 
moved as I was trying to point out to this 
honourable House when Mr Briggs was 
speaking was a statement to assassinate a 
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[CHIEF Aim] 
character adding a lot of rumours here and 
there which could only be presented before a 
commission of inquiry. In that respect I 
thought that there was no need for the Minister 
of Finance to reply to this nonsense, because 
before this morning what we came to hear 
was that the Minister of Finance had declared 
his interest, therefore, the increased duty on 
shoes would benefit his Omimi Factory at 
Sapele, and he should resign. This means 
that Mr Briggs had acted formally according 
to his own class of people. I shall give you an 
example. In my own town if we find two or 
three men are thieves from the same family 
everybody from that family is suspected and 
is a thief. That is what we do in my place 
and I hope that is what is being done through
out the whole country, and the hon. Member 
for Degema (M r Briggs) knows that. That 
is why I want to make this statement. 

We have come to a stage now in this country 
when we must declare our position. There 
is no need for decent men to be mixing with 
thieves. Now, here is a lawyer who knows 
the rules of things, he put up a Motion and 
when it was time to move that Motion he 
refused to move it. He only got up and gave 
all the nonsense he had gathered from outside 
to this House ; as a result the whole of this 
morning was wasted. 

This morning he gave us an example of 
of Select Committee. He said the Select 
Committee of the New Zealand Parliament 
submitted a report on the code of conduct 
of their Ministers. Even though New Zealand 
is a member of the Commonwealth it has 
a right to institute a Select Committee to 
look into the ministerial conduct of the Minis
ters there. There, they set up the Committee 
and that Committee submitted a report to 
which their Prime Minister replied. No
body has ever requested that this Parliament 
should set up a Select Committee to do such 
and such a thing, and we have not had any
one to give us a report on ministerial conduct 
in Nigeria. How could Nigeria be judged 
by the standard of small New Zealand which 
has got its own standard based on the circum
tances (Interruption) . Members should please 
give me the chance to talk. 

The point I want to make is that if the 
Members of the Opposition had asked this 
Parliament to institute a committee to examine 

the ministerial conduct as laid down by the 
Prime Minister that would have been ·quite 
different. But to ask Nigeria to-day to judge 
the conduct of our Ministers on what a Select 
Committee of another country has done, I 
think, is stupid. 

Another point is this. The hon. Member for 
Degema (Mr B riggs) in his argument said 
that the M inister of Finance has been bam
boozling the country, taking money here and 
there, putting his name in this or that compa'1y, 
but he forgets-

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : On a point of 
order, I never used the word 'bamboozling' . 
I did 110t say that the Minister has been 
taking money here and there. I would like 
the whole thing to be on its proper footing. 
I am the last person who will say such a thing 
of the Minister of Finance. 

Chief Abii : The hon. Member may deny 
the exact word but he will not deny the mean
ing which he has given to his friends in the 
Gallery. We were told that this Motion 
would not have come to this House if it had 
not been drafted in the prison yard. I want 
to show that this is a fact, because when 
the hon. Member (Mr Briggs) was arguing he 
seemed to have told the House that all he 
was telling the House was given to him by a 
Ministry or from outside. He did not say 
anything he was sure of himself. 

When a Bill for increa;;e in duties was 
brought to this House some Members on 
the Opposition made mention of the shoe 
factory at Warri and another at Sapele, and 
the Minister kindly told this House that he 
had nothing like Omimi Shoe Factory at 
Sapele but that he has one which happened 
to become an effective factory at Warri. 
Up till now there is no shoe factory in Sapele 
at alL 

Some M embers on the Opposition said 
that the Minister had declared his interest in 
order to clear himself of the complaints of the 
Action Group Members. This Motion seems 
to have condemned the idea of declaration, 
and that was why we all came here to see how 
it is sinful for an honest man to declare to his 
colleagues that such and such a thing concerns 
him. That is what we want to know in this 
House, but up till now nobody has been able 
to tell us. But we know that if the hon. Member 
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for Degema (Mr Briggs) had been in another 
section of this House he would not have 
complained. If he had not been a colleague 
of thieves, people who do not care-

Mr A. A. Ajibola (Egbado South): On a 
point of order, I think it is unparliamentary for 
a Member to call another Member a thief. 

Mr Speaker : Actually he did not say that 
Members here, at least in this House are 
thieves. What he said is that somebody is 
a colleague of thieves. 

Chief Abii: Thank you, Mr Speaker, for 
saving me. I will repeat what I have said, and 
that is that people who do not like honesty 
hate an honest man. We believe that if the 
Minister of Finance had wanted to be dis
honest he would have been silent over the 
whole matter, and if he had been silent this 
could have pleased the Members of the Opposi
tion because they do not like honesty. A few 
months ago in this country it was proved that 
some pe9ple have been signing documents 
with their toes. A lot of revelations have been 
made in this country of dead men receiving 
loans, and it is only that same class of people 
who can be rich overnight. These people hate 
a man who is rich right from his birth. 

Now, let us look at this question of ministerial 
conduct which they are pressing. They are 
trying to say that anybody who is appointed 
a Minister in this country should have nothing. 
If he had anything before he became a Minister 
he must declare it and sell it off. That goes well 
with their interpretation of socialism in this 
country. vVhat does that mean ? It means that 
people of no substance are the only people 
who should be appointed Ministers. That of 
course will suit them because when these 
people come together they make arrangements 
on how to plan evil, and they do not want 
anybody who will reveal it. That is the be'gin
ning of this ministerial conduct they are crying 
for. I would not like to be appointed a minister 
if the condition given to me is such that I shall 
be known to my colleagues as having been 
poor and shall have to die poor ; I will not 
accept it at all. It is only when they win their 
own election and form their own government 
that they will be able to do that. 

Mr A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : On a point 
of order, I think if we go on like this nobody 
will have a say on this matter. We all want to 

have a say and I would therefore like to appeal 
to the hon. Member to cut his speech short. 

Mr Speaker : The hon. Member for Ijebu 
South (Mr Odulana) is taking up more of our 
time. 

Chief Abii : I agree with the hon. Member 
that I have to be brief. But in doing so I want 
to tell hon. Members this afternoon that the 
hon. Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) and his 
colleagues should be told to go and call for a 
commission of inquiry on the conduct of all the 
Ministers so that we can know that they are 
speaking the truth. There is no need coming 
to this House to mislead the Members. The 
only reason why they have gathered all their 
men in the Gallery this morning is to talk 
nonsense and to see whether they will be able to 
smear the character of this man, the Minister of 
Finance ; but God is kind, the Prime Minister 
made an Amendment and for this reason we are 
no longer going to move an Amendment. 
The Prime Minister's Amendment was secon
ded by the Minister of Defence. If the 
Opposition Member were to have the shame to 
press for a division in this House they would see 
how many people would vote for them. 

I support the Government Amendment and 
would say that such a Motion should not be 
accepted in this Parliament again until these 
people have proved their allegation somewhere 
else. We cannot vote for a Motion that will 
result in a commission of enquiry. If any 
Motion is coming to this House on the charac
ter of any Minister, such an allegation ought to 
have been proved before it is brought to 
Parliament and if it is proved we shall have no 
need for arguments here. 

I support the Government Amendment. 

Mr M. C. K. Obi (Afenmai): I rise in 
support of the original Motion so ably moved by 
my hon. Friend, Mr Briggs. Both the Mover 
and the Seconder of the Motion have dealt so 
exhaustively with it that I have only a few 
observations to make. 

I will confine myself to the text of the Motion. 
There is only one dispute in the House. The 
dispute is one of principle. We are not after 
assassinating any body's character or person. 
The dispute is one of principle and the principle 
is the code of conduct of Ministers as regards 
private interest. That is the dispute, so that is 
what I am going to confine myself to. 

(975) 



1921 [Minister of Finance] 

Federal Parliament Debates 

23 APRIL 1963 [Afin ister of Finance] 1922 

[MR OBI] 
Ever before we filed this Motion, we were 

quite aware of the fact that it was bound to be 
defeated but we have moved it in order to 
discharge our duty as the official Opposition 
and as the watch-dog of the people of this 
country. 

The implication of what I have said is that 
many Members of the Government Benches 
will be voting against their conscience to-day 
when we press for a division. Otherwise some 
of them had urged on the Opposition that it was 
advisable to move the Motion and that they 
would vote in favour of the Motion if Party 
Whips were withdrawn. 

Several hon. Members: Name them. 

Mr Obi : They said so. This Motion is 
timely, without bias or malice, and we call on 
Members from all Sides of this House to give 
it their support. The trend of political events 
in the country to-day has shown that the 
Federal Government does not represent the 
interest of the people of this country but 
represents itself. The Prime Minister's speech 
last week on Minister's wealth is evidence of 
this. The Prime Minister's speech that 
Minister's appointment are part-time jobs was 
least expected of him. 

Several hon. Members : He did not say so. 

Mr Obi : He said so, and Members may 
refer to their copies of Hansard. 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Zanna the hon. Bukar Dipcharima) : 
The hon. Member for Afenmai (Mr Obi) is 
misleading the country by putting words into 
the Prime Minister's mouth, which he never 
said. He clearly stated that Ministerial jobs 
are temporary jobs. That was how he put it. 

Mr Obi : The original Motion which 
I support is based on the established principles 
in civilised countries the world over as regards 
the code of conduct of Ministers as far as 
private interests are concerned. On the 11th 
of this month, the Minister of Finance in his 
reply to points raised by Members during the 
Second Reading of the Appropriation Bill 
admitted on the Floor of this House that he is 
interested in the Omimi Shoe Factory as 
earlier alleged by the hon. Member for Uyo 
South West (M r Brown). He further stated 
that he declared his interest to the Prime 

Minister and his Cabinet colleagues. One 
wonders why the Prime Minister failed to take 
appropriate action before on tllis issue. 

Before I proceed further, I would like to 
make reference to a Member's question to the 
Prime Minister of Great Britain on the 25th 
of February, 1952 on Ministers' private 
interest. The question was asked by Sir W. 
Smithers. Here I appeal to Members of this 
House to listen attentively while I quote from 
the Official Report, House of Commons, 
Fifth Series, Parliamentary Debates 1951-52-
Volume 496, 19th to 29th February. 

Chief E. 0. Okunowo (Ijebu Central) : The 
hon. Member for Afenmai East (Mr M . C. K. 
Obi) has not declared his interest to this House. 
He ·should be able to tell us how much he has 
been paid to make this speech. 

Mr Obi : I shall tell the House when the 
time comes that people who resigned from the 
Action Group are those committed to the 
National Bank. I am free to speak my mind 
because I am not committed to anybody. 
I quote: 

" Ministers (Private Interests)" 
" S ir W. Smithers asked the Prime M inister 

what regulations govern the continuation of 
salaried service zvith a private company on 
appointment to M inisterial office-. 

"The Prime Minister : I have t ecently issued 
general guidance on this subject, and as the text 
is mther long l will circulate a copy in the 
Official Report. '' 

"Following is the text : 

1. It is a principle of public life · that 
M inisters must so order their affain that no 
conflict arises , or appears to arise, between 
their private interests and theit public duties. 

2. Such a conflict may arise 1j a M i11ister 
takes an active part in any undertaking which 
mav have contractual or other relations with 
a Government Department, more pat licularly 
with his own Department. It may arise, not 
ouly 1j the Mi11ister has a financial interest 
in such an undertaking, but also if he is actively 
associated with any body , even of a philan
thropic character, which might have negotia
tions or other deahngs zvith the Governmeut 
or be involved in disputes zvith it. Further
more M inisters should be free to give full 
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attention to their afficial duties, and they should be exceptional cases where, even though no 
not engage in other activities which might be controlling interest is involved, the actual 
thought to distract their attention from duties. holding of particular shares in concerns 

, . . . . closely associated with a Minister's own 
3. Each M~nz~ter must deczde for htmstlf Department may create the dai~!Jer of a conflict 

how these prznczples. apply to hzm. Over of interest. Where a Minister considers this 
much of the field, as ts shown below, there are to be the case he should divest himself of the 
established precedents; but in any case of holding" ' " 
doubt the Prime Minister of the day must be · · 
the final judge, and Ministers should submit 
any such case to him for his direction" . 

Mr L. 0. Tobun (Epe): Mr Speaker, are 
you going to allow this man to read the whole 
book ? I want to speak. 

Mr Obi : "4. Where it is proper for a 
Minister to retain any private interest, it is 
the rule that he should declare that interest 
to his colleagues if they have to discuss public 
business in any way affecting it, and that he 
should entirely detach himself from the consi
dPration of that business. 

5. "Ministers" include all members of the 
Government except unpaid Assistant Govern
mertt Whips". 

Directorships 

6. "Ministers must on assuming office resign 
any directorships which they may hold, whether 
in public or in private companies and whether 
the directorship carries remuneratio11 or is 
honorary. The only exception to this rule is 
that directorships in private companies esta
blished for the maintenance of private family 
estates, and only incidentally concerned in 
trading, may be retained subject to this reser
vation-that if at any time the Minister feels 
that conflict is likely to arise between this 
private interest and his public duty, he should 
even in those cases divest himself of his director
ship. Directorships or offices held in connection 
with philanthropic undertakings should also 
be resigned zf there is any risk of conflict 
arising betzueen the interests of the undertakings 
and the Government. 

Shareholdings 
"7. Ministers cannot be expected, on assum

ing ?ffice, to dispose of all their investments. 
But if a Minister holds a controlling interest 
in any company considerations arise which are 
not unlike those governing the holding of 
directorships and, if there is any danger of a 
conflict of interest, the n;~ht course is for the 
Minister to divest himself of his controlling 
interest in the company. There may also 

The point I want to emphasise is No. 8 
and is very brief. 

"8. Ministers should scrupulously avoid spe
culative investments in securities about 
which they have, or may be thought to have, 
early or confidential information likely to 
affect the price of those securities". 

I would also like to refer to the fact that 
Lennox-Boyd had interest in the Guinness 
Factory and, on assuming office as a Minister, 
he surrendered all his interests. If we follow 
the practice in Great Britain from whom we 
inherited our own svstem of Government
parliamentary democ;acy-it is fair to say that 
the Motion was not filed out of hatred, spite 
or malice. What I am saying is that the 
importance of the press cannot be over
emphasised. Its function is second to none. 
We all know that the press is the vehicle of 
news and the mouth-piece of public opinion. 

Early this morning, one Member raised 
the question that all the examples we have 
quoteci are those obtainable in Great Britain, 
New Zealand and America, and that we want 
Nigerian pattern of the code of conduct 
expected of Ministers. 1 now want to come 
nearer home to refer to our Nigerian standard. 

I have made reference to the importance of 
the press. If you may permit · me to refer 
hon. Members to the editorial opinions-first 
of all the West African Pilot (which is the 
organ of the N .C.N .C.) of 19th April, 1963, 
the Daily Times issue of 20th April, 1963 and 
the Daily Express of 19th April, 1963. These 
editorials go a long way to show how the 
public feels about the admission of the Minister 
of Finance of his interest in the Omimi Shoe 
Factory. It should be proper for the Prime 
Minister to ask all the Ministers to declare 
their business interests, or for anyone affected 
to choose between business and ministerial 
appointment. The consequence of the story 
of a Ghanaian Minister's wife who bought a 
£3,000 bed-
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Mr Speaker : Order. This is getting away 
from the Motion. 

Mr Obi : That is known to everybody in 
the country. Nobody would have quarrelled 
with anything. The point is that we quarrel 
with the admission. The Minister of Finance 
may not be the only one affected. We would 
like all other Ministers, both Federal and 
Regional, to declare their interests in all these 
things, so that they will leave business for those 
interested in business and take their appoint
ments as Ministers or go to business. That 
is our contention. We are merely asking the 
Minister of F inance to resign pending an 
explanation from the Prime Minister as to why 
he has failed to act in accordance with estab
lished principles. 

Dr Okpara made a statement on this issue 
and people said that he backed Omirni. I 
want to tell you, Mr Speaker, the implications 
of that speech. What Dr Okpara merely 
said was that what was left was for the Prime 
Minister to act because the Minister has 
declared his interest and the Prime Minister 
was to act on that-

Mr Speaker : Order. Surely it is not 
correct to bring argument which drags in the 
statement made by a Premier. 

Mr Obi : From hon. Members' contributions 
to the debate, it is clear that the Action Group 
is the only party in Opposition in this House ; 
if there is any other party, it exists only on 
paper. 

There is no doubt that the Minister has 
been successful as a Minister of Finance, and 
that his Shoe Factory will surely provide 
employment for many Nigerians, including 
myself. As regards his private interest in the 
Shoe Factory, we sincerely ask that he resigns 
his post as a Minister or divest himself of his 
interest, in keeping with established principles 
the world over, otherwise a capitalist class 
will be built from among politicians while 
the unprivileged masses suffer untold hardship 
for ever. 

Many people have made references to 
people unconnected with this Motion. I 
want to say that we are not surprised because 
out of every twelve in a congregation, there is 
bound to be a Judas. That is how J udases 
behave. It is true that the Action Group as a 

party sent certain persons abroad and gave 
them sums of money ranging from £10,000 
and above for publicity of the party of which 
they have not given account-

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East): I would like 
to suggest to the hon. Member to ask Chief 
Awolowo to account for the £5 million which 
he received from the Marketing Board of 
Western Region. 

Mr Obi : Speeches have been made in 
support of the Amendment to the original 
Motion. I really appreciate the effort made 
bv the Prime Minister in his three-minute 
r~ply, and of those members who spoke 
afterwards. But the point is, having listened 
to many arguments attentively, those Members 
who have spoken so far, including the Member 
for Owerri East (Chief Abii), have merely 
tried to defend the indefensible. 

The Member for Dambatta (Alhaji Moham
med Muhtari, Sarkin Bai) made reference 
to Chief Awolowo in his speech and gave a 
series of names- Awolowo, Aina Awolowo, 
Sarkin Bai Awolowo, Obi Awolowo, everv
body Awolowo. He was not serious wh~n 
he was saying this. Granting that what he 
said was true, if he made reference to the 
year 1960 when Chief Awolowo was not a 
Premier but merely Leader of the Opposition, 
granting that the allegation was true, I would 
like to add that Chief Awolowo at the material 
time referred to in the speech ofthehon. Member 
for Dambatta, was not in a position to impose 
a duty on anything. It is possible.-

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : On a point 
of order, it seems to me that the hon. Member 
does not know that Chief Awolowo had been 
a shareholder in his wife's business for a long 
time. 

Mr Obi : As I said, it is possible for the 
Minister of Works to be interested in a Shoe 
Factory having regard to the fact that the 
Shoe Factory has no direct relation to his 
Ministry. That should be understood, so 
that the argument of my hon. Friend does 
not hold water. 

I would emphasise that those who have 
deserted the Action Group are people who 
are committed one wav or the other to the 
National Bank, the Housing Corporation and 
the Finance Corporation. Those of us who re-
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main loyal to the Action Group are not committed Western Region and also founded this shoe 
to the National Bank, the Finance Corporation factory to give employment to the unemployed. 
or the Housing Corporation, and we owe no We shall therefore, not support their original 

Motion. We shall all be behind the Minister 
of Finance. We should in fact congratulate 
him on reaping the good crops he had sown. 

one. 
I beg to support the original Motion. 

Mr S. D. Lar (Lowland East) : I rise to 
oppose the original Motion and support the 
Amendment as ably moved by the Minister. 
We all know that the motive behind the Motion 
is not because of the 3s-6d duty imposed on 
a pair of shoes, but the aim of that Motion 
is that of character assassination, as was admitted 
by the hon. Member for Afenmai East (Mr 
Obi) recently. I want to assure the dis
gruntled, frustrated and ill-conceived Action 
Group that they will not get through with this 
Motion. We are all in support of the 3s-6d 
duty imposed on a pair of shoes. At this 
stage, I would like to assure the Minister of 
Finance of our overwhelming support, and 
as such he should not fear. The Minister 
of Finance should not have the slightest 
fear in his mind because the whole of the 
nation is behind him. The whole forty million 
people of Nigeria are behind him and even 
in this House a hundred per cent of that side 
is behind him another hundred per cent on 
the other side is also behind him, and almost 
ninety-nine per cent of the Members sitting on 
the Opposition Benches are behind him. 

The leader of the Action Group knows that 
the Minister of Finance is a sincere, honest and 
trustworthy fellow. It is not a hidden fact. 
Why these two disgruntled people filed this 
Motion is because they are jealous and envious 
of the prosperity of the Minister of Finance. 
This Motion exposes in the extreme their petty 
jealousy. They should instead thank the 
Minister of Finance for his good deeds rather 
than file this obnoxious Motion which is a 
sign of ungratefulness. The Minister of 
Finance, by establishing the Omimi Shoe 
Factory, is helping to solve our unemployment 
problem. This shoe factory will give employ
ment to many Nigerians, especially in the 
Western Region. 

I understand that when the Action Group 
was in power in the VI estern Region, they 
neglected and discriminated against the people 
of the Mid-West. Now, this honest and !oval 
son of Nigeria, on knowing that his people 
were being discriminated against, founded so 
many schools to train the children of the 

May I ask those people to tell this honourable 
House why they do not want to wear Nigerian 
made shoes ? After all, we should be proud 
of the shoes that are made in Nigeria. I would 
like to inform the Action Group that their 
refusal to wear Nigerian made shoes is a clear 
indication that they are actually against 
Nigeria. 

I do not want to take the time of the House as 
I knovv that there are so many Members who 
are wishing to support the Amendment moved 
by the Prime Minister. I will, therefore, 
urge hon. Members to oppose vigorously the 
original Motion and support the Amendment 
Motion as ably moved by the Prime Minister 
of the Federation of Nigeria. 

Lastly, I will ask the Minister of Finance to 
look behind and see for himself that we are 
always behind him- the forty million people 
of this country are behind him. 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation 
(Hon. R. A. Njoku) : I did not intend to 
contribute to this debate, but since people have 
made so much fuss about principles, I V>ant to 
say a few words to convince the House that not 
only the supporters of the Government but 
particularly the Members of the Council of 
Ministers are men not only of learning and 
importance, but men of principle. 

The hon. Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) 
who moved the Motion and the hon. Member 
for Egbado South (Mr Ajibola) who seconded 
the Motion, were talking about the practice in 
New-Zealand and in the United Kingdom and 
other countries of the Commonwealth. I was 
very pleased when the Prime Minister made it 
very clear when speaking, that we in Nigeria 
have also our own code of ministerial conduct. 
Some people feel that we just come in to this 
place and do not know how to behave and that 
we have not got a proper code of conduct. We 
have a code of conduct and our code of conduct 
is as high as that in any other part of the world. 

Already, the Prime Minister made it very 
clear, and the hon. Member for Egba East 
(Chief A yo Rosij.i) who has had the good fortune 
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(THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT] 

of being a Minister before and of being properly 
informed, ha:> also made it very clear that when 
a man is appointed a Minister, he i:> bound to 
declare his interests in various types of business, 
and when the declaration is made, it is up to the 
Prime Minister and his Colleagues- the Prime 
M inister particularly-to decide what degree of 
severance is necessary for a Minister to make so 
that his private business interests and his 
Ministerial duties may not conflict. The point 
that I really want to make here is this, and I 
believe that the hon. Member for Degema 
(Mr Briggs) will at least concede this much, 
that we of the Council of Ministers have as 
much intelligence, education and confidence 
and also that we have as much experience to 
decide, particularly the Prime Minister, whether 
the interest of a Minister in any particular 
business will conflict with his official duties or 
official activities. I want to make it absolutely 
clear that the hon. Member for Degema is not 
more qualified than myself or anybody-

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : On a point of 
Order, besides my bon. Friend being my 
senior in practice, I do not know what qualifica
tion he has over and above me. 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation: 
As a lawyer, I am better qualified than he is and 
I have a longer experience than he has. (Inter
ruptions) . 

Mr Speaker : All these big voices should, 
please, stop interrupting. 

The Minister of Transport : What I am 
saying is that if the argument of the Action 
Group Oppo:>ition is followed logically, they are 
saying that they are talking about principle. I 
am saying it is all right. We met them on the 
question of principle. Leave all other allega
tions . The Minister of Finance was perfectly 
right to say that he was interested in a certain 
factory which has not yet gone into production. 
I think it was very honest of him to make that 
disclosure. Once that has been done, it is the 
duty of the Prime Minister to decide whether 
there should be a severance of his attachment 
to the business, or whether his attachment was 
such that it would not conflict with the perfor
mance of his duties as a minister. The Prime 
Minister took this decision which, I think, is 
quite right-that the Mini ;ter need not sever 
his connection with that business. 

Also, on top of this, when the matter came 
up, some people gave the impression that the 
Minister of Finance, just because he is Minister 
of Finance, has the right to levy duties, to 
remove duties, to increase duties. It is not 
so. Members of the Council of Ministers 
have collective responsibility. So when it is 
said that the Minister of Finance is raising 
the duty, that is not true. All he can do is to 
bring the matter to his Colleagues in the 
Council, and whatever decision is taken is not 
his decision but that of the Council of Ministers. 
I t is not the Minister of Finance that is impos
ing the duty ; it is the Council of Ministers. 

As I said, I was very surprised to hear the 
hon. Member for Afenmai (Mr Obi) saying 
about Members of the Government Bench 
going to vote with him. The question is very 
simple. Leave politics entirely out of this 
and take !Pis as purely a debate devoid of 
politics. If I were to take his points as points 
raised in ordinary debate, I am saying that he 
entirely lost his case because his case is that a 
man who makes a declaration which he is 
supposed to make has committed an offence. 
The man has said that he is interested in this 
thing and left it to the Prime Minister and his 
Colleagues to decide whether there would be 
a conflict, and it has been decided by the 
Council of Ministers-by the Prime Minister, 
backed by his entire Colleagues-that there 
would be no conflict betwetn the personal 
interest of the Prime Minister and the public 
interest. 

This morning we were told that so much 
money was being paid as duty on imported 
rubber shoes and that type of things. There 
is another point which many people have not 
adverted to seriously enough, and that is the 
fact that the shoe factory the people are making 
so much noise about is not even in being. It 
is not the question of the man saying, "I have 
got a hundred thousand pairs of shoes and if 
this duty is imposed, we are going to make so 
much money." As a matter of fact, those 
that are going to profit by the present imposi
tion of duty are those that are already operating 
factories, and I think it is merely wasting our 
time here to ask us to listen to so many speeches, 
making accusations and counter-accusations. 

I will confine myself strictly to the point of 
principle raised by the Action Group Opposi
tion, and I am saying that the point that he 
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had made an admission-and in fact, it is 
wrong to say that it is an admission ; they 
should have said that the Minister had declared 
that he had an interest in this thing- ! think 
that it was up to the Prime Minister and the 
Council of Ministers to decide whether there 
would be a conflict. My main point is that the 
Mover of tliis Motion, the Seconder and the 
Supporters of the Motion in the Action Group 
cannot consider themselves better judges on 
this issue of ministerial conduct-a code of 
conduct which they do not even know. They 
do not even know that code of conduct and 
now they constitute themselves into the 
highest court in the land to say that there is a 
breach of ministerial conduct. We are the 
custodians of this code of conduct. vVe 
have studied this code and we have been 
acting by it, some of us, for many years. 

S eat 
No. N ame of Niember 

4 Adeyemo, B. A. 
6 Onwuchekwa, I. S. 
7 Nnaji, S. 

15 Nwalieji, V. A. 
16 Akor, J. A. 
20 Mohammadu Kumo 
22 Shettima Ali Monguno 
37 Oronsaye, D. N . 
38 Oyewole, S. A. 
41 Chikelu, I. 0. 
42 Udenyi, J. U. 
43 Nwangbo, N. 
44 Elenwa, N . E. 
45 Ogbalu, F. C. 
46 Ifezue, E. 0. 
47 Oloyede, T . 0. 
48 Egboigbodi, J. B. 
50 Okay, D. D. U. 
53 Zubairu Bamu Omar 
56 Sule Abba Biu 
64 Alhaji Muhammadu Bello Marafa 
66 Ekenokot, U . 0 . 
67 De. Omomadia, J. K. 
68 Falaiye, W. J. 
69 Nwofokoda, J. N. 
71 Aghahowa, D. E. Y. 
73 Ukah, N.D. 
74 Muojeke, R . N . 
75 Mordi, E. A. 
79 Amadi, F. A. M. 
80 Ayeni, U. 0. 
82 Ikeh, B. 0 . 

1932 

I am saying in all seriousness that this 
matter has not taken us by surprise. We fully 
considered this issue of imposition of duty on 
imported rubber shoes and we were quite 
convinced that the duties were imposed in the 
best interests of indigenous business in this 
country. The question of the Omimi Shoe 
Factory ever profiting by the imposition of 
this duty is very remote and as a matter of fact, 
it might well be that before the shoe factory 
goes into production, there may be a change 
in the policy. That is another point people 
have not thought about. 

83 M . Alhaji Abdullahi Mai Kano, Sarkin Rafi 
85 Maina Waziri 

An hon. Member: It may not even get 
into production. 

The Minister of Transport : It may not. 
I am saying that we have on this issue full 
confidence in the Minister of Finance. He 
acted with the full consultation of his Col
leagues and with the full backing of his 
Colleagues and we repose in him implicit 
confidence. I am quite sure that supporters, 
all Members of the Government and all fair
minded people in this House are going to vote 
for the amended Motion which the hon. 
Prime Minister moved. 

Mr Speaker : I think it is about time we 
brought the Motion to a conclusion. 

Question put, That the zuords proposed to be 
left out be left out. 

The House divided. 

Ayes 122, Noes 14. 

86 Rilwanu Abdullahi 
87 Alhaji Umaru Gumel 
94 Chiedozie, C. 0 . 
96 Odey, J. U. 

102 Igwe, J. 0 . 
103 Ogunbiyi, J. 0. 
104 Eleke, P. 0. 
105 Nweke, 0. 0. 
107 Dr Okeke, P. U. 
108 Senu-Oke, D. 
109 Mbah, A. U. D. 
112 Chief Mariere, S. J. 
113 Chuku, H. 0 . 
115 Ukaegbu, B. N. 
116 Eneh, G. 0 . D. 
117 Albatam Yerima Balla 
119 Akwiwu, E. C. 
120 Opia, A. 
121 Chief Ubani, M. W. 
123 Ogunsanya, A. 0. 0. 
125 Aminu Kano 
131 Usman Gwarzo 
132 Iro Mashi, Iyan Katsina 
134 Lar, S. D. 
136 Alhaji Muktar Sarkin Bai 
148 Rosiji, Chief A. 
151 Ekanem, P . E. 
152 Okunowo, Chief E. 0. 
156 Odo, E. A. 
157 Ede, J. 0 . 
160 Olatunde, P. B. 
162 Alhaji Ahmadu Baba Maikwatashi 
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S eat 
No. Name 

180 Fajimi, S. 0. 
181 Odulana, A. F. 
185 Tobun, L. 0. 
189 Alhaji Musa Hindi 
195 Muhammadu Bayero 
197 Babatunde, S. A. 
198 Ahmadu Angara Doma 
199 Enefola, D. 0. 
200 Yacim, J. A. 
202 Alhaji Mohammadu, Sarkin Burmi Moriki 
212 Kolade, S. 0. 
213 Afanideh, M. B. 
214 Olaore, J. 0. 
216 Dame-Oboh, M. A. 
223 Balang U. Balami 
227 Ahmadu Babandi 
246 Ogunkanmi, E. J. 
248 Etukudo, J. I. 
249 Eminue, 0. J. 
254 Abdulkadir Dukku 

Minister of Finance 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
Minister of Communications 
Minister of Defence 
Minister of Economic Development 
Minister of Education 
Minister of Information 
Minister of Transport and Aviation 
Minister of Works and Surveys 
Minister of Establishments, Hon. J. C. 

Obande 
Minister of State, Hon. M. A. Olarewaju 
Minister of State, Chief Hon. Omo-Osagie 
Minister of State, Dr K. 0. Mbadiwe 
Minister of State, Hon. Ibrahim Tako 
Abubakar Isandu 
Alhaji Ahmed, U. A. 
Yerokun, S. A. 
Sanni Gezawa 
Lamuye, A. 
Lana, S. 

280 Dada, G. K. 
283 Peter lpu 
292 Zubairu Liman Katagun 

A. Damla, J. M. 
B. Ka'allaya Shekarau 
D. Maigari, H. 
H. Sarkin Gobir 

Dominic M. Mapeo 
Mbakogu, F. U. 
Nwika, S. F. 
Offor, F. E. 
Okafor, R. B. K. 
Orodi, E. T. 
Ezonbodor, N. A. 
Ugwu,D. C. 
Alhaji Aliyu Bissala 

Tellers for the Ayes, Alhaji Bello Dandago 
and Chief D. N. Abii. 

140 Dosunmu, L. J. 
141 Briggs, W. 
145 Akomolafe, A. 

NOES 

Seat 
No . Na111e 

176 Adedamola, A. 
177 Aib,onsu, D. K. 
178 Daka, S. T. 
179 Tarkande, P. 
206 Udo-Inyang, D. S. 
207 Obi, M. C. K. 
208 Oladiran, Oba S. A. 
209 Ajayi, B. A. 
236 Akinyemi, J. A. 
242 Shisha, V. 
243 Bulus Biliyong 

Tellers for the Noes, Mr A. A. Ajibola and 
Mr E. D. Akinbowale. 

Tellers for Ayes : 
Mr D. N. Abii 
Alhaji Bello Dandago 

Tellers fo1' Noes : 
Mr A. A. Ajibola 
Mr E. D. Akinbowale 

Question, That the words proposed to be left 
out be left out, accordingly agreed to. 

Question, That those words be there inserted, 
put and the House divided. 

Ayes 130, Noes 15. 

S eat 
No. Name 

2 Muhammadu Nalado 
4 Adeyemo, B. A. 
6 Onwuchekwa, I. S. 
7 Nnaji, S. 
8 Chukwu, J. C. 

15 Nwalieji, V. A. 
16 Akor, J. A. 
19 Mohammed Ningi 
20 Mohammadu Kumo 
22 Shettima Ali Monguno 
29 M. Ladan Isa 
37 Oronsaye, D. N. 
38 Oyewole, S. A. 
41 Chiekelu, I. 0. 
42 Udenyi, J. U . 
43 Nwangbo, N. 
44 Elenwa, N. E. 
45 Ogbalu, F. C. 
46 Ifeazue, E. 0. 
47 Oloyede, T. 0. 
48 Eboigbodi, J. B. 
49 Enwo, N. 
SO Okay, D. D. U. 
53 Zubairu Bamu Omar 
56 Sule Abba Biu 
64 Alhaji Muhammadu Bello Marafa 
65 Ahamefula, D. 
66 Ekenokot, U. 0. 
67 de Omomadia, J. K. 
68 Falaiye, W. J. 
69 Nwofokoda, J. N. 
71 Aghahowa, D.E.Y. 
73 Ukah, N.D. 
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S eat 
N o. Na 111e 

74 Muojeke, R . N. 
75 Mordi, E. A. 
79 Amadi, F. A. M. 
80 Ayeni, U. 0. 
82 Ikeh, B. 0. 
83 M . Alhaji Abdullahi Mai Kano, Sarkin Rafi 
85 Maina Waziri 
86 Rilwanu Abdullahi 
87 Alhaji Umaru Gumel 
94 Chiedozie, C. 0. 
96 Odey, J. U. 

102 Igwe, J. 0. 
103 Ogunbiyi, J. 0. 
104 Eleke, P . 0. 
105 Nweke, 0. 0. 
107 Dr Okeke, P. U. 
108 Senu-Oke, D. 
109 Mbah, A. U. D. 
112 ChiefMariere, S. J. 
113 Chuku, H. 0 . 
115 Ukegbu, B. N . 
116 Eneh, G. 0. D. 
117 Albatam Yerima Balla 
119 Akwiwu, E. C. 
120 Opia, A. 
123 Ogunsanya, A. 0. 0. 
125 Aminu Kano 
128 Abdul Karim 
132 Iro Mashi, lyan Katsina 
134 Lar, S. D. 
136 Alhaji Muhtari Sarkin Bai 
151 Ekanem, P. E. 
153 Okunowo, Chief E. 0. 
156 Odo, E. A. 
157 Ede, J. 0. 
160 Olatunde, P. B. 
162 Alhaji Ahtnadu Baba Maikwatashi 
169 Alhaji Aminu Sulaiman Dutse 
180 Fajimi, S. 0. 
181 Odulana, A. F. 
185 Tobun, L. 0 . 
189 Alhaji Musa Hindi 
195 Muhammadu Bayero 
197 Babatunde, S. A. 
198 Ahmadu Angara Doma 
199 Enefola, D. 0 . 
200 Yacim, J. A. 
202 Alhaji Mohammadu, Sarki Murmi Moriki 
212 Kolade, S. 0 . 
213 Manideh, M . B. 
214 Olaore, J. 0. 
216 Dame-Oboh, M . A. 
218 Alhaji Abdullahi Mahuta 
223 Balang U. Balami 
224 M. Muhammadu, Zayyana Sarduana 
227 Ahmadu Babandi 
248 Etukudo, J. I. 
249 Eminue, 0 . J. 
254 Abdulkadir Dukku 
259 Alhaji Muhammadu Nadange Sokoto 
262 M. Atto Bungodu 
264 Alhaji Mohammed Gwate 

Minister of Finance 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
Minister of Communications 
Minister of Defence 
M inister of Edu ca tion 

S eat 
N o. 

280 
281 
283 
292 
293 

A. 
B. 
D. 
H. 

Name 

Minister of Information 
Minister of Transport and Aviation 
Minister of Works and Surveys 
Minister of Establishments, Hon. J. C. 

Obande 
Minister of State, Hon. M . A. Olarewaju 
Minister of State, Chief the hon. Omo-

Osagie 
Minister of State, Dr K . 0. Mbadiwe 
Minister of State, Hon. Ibrahim Tako 
Abubakar Isandu 
Alhaji Ahmed, U. A. 
Yerokun, S. A. 
Sanni Gezawa 
Lana, S. 
Dada, G. K . 
Ogunleye, Chief D. A. 
Peter lpu 
Zubairu Liman Katagun 
Umaru Maltubi 
Damla,J. M . 
Ka'allaya Shekarau 
Maigari, H . 
Sarkin Gobir 
Dominic M. Mapeo 
Mbakogu, F. U. 
Nwika, S. F. 
Offor, F. E. 
Okafor, R. B. K. 
Orodi, E. T. 
Ezonbodor, N . A. 
Alhaji Aliyu Bissala 

Tellers for the Ayes, Alhaji Bello Dandago 
a nd Chief D. N. Abii. 

S eat Name 
No. 

140 Dosunmu, L. J. 
141 Briggs, W. 
145 Akomolafe, A. 
176 Adedamola, A. 
177 Aihonsu, D . K . 
178 Daka, S. T. 
179 Tarkande, P. 

NOES 

206 Udo-Inyang, D. S. 
207 Obi, M . C. K . 
208 Oladiran, Oba, S. A. 
209 Ajayi, B. A. 
236 Akinyemi, J. A. 
238 Gbolagunte, D. M. 
242 Shisha, V. 
243 Bulus Biliyong 

Tellers for the Noes, Mr A. A. Ajibola and 
Mr E. D. Akinbowale. 

1'v1otion, as amended, accordingly agreed to. 

R esolved, That this House expresses its full 
confidence in the integrity of the Minister of 
F inance. 
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MrS. D. Lar (Lowland East): I rise to move 
the Motion standing in my name on the 
Order Paper. That in view of the growing 
importance of Nigeria in World politics and the 
increasing desire of foreigners to visit this great 
country this House calls on the Government 
to establish a Tourist Industry in Nigeria. 

Before introducing this Motion, I want to 
appeal to all sides of this House to support it 
because I am sure that if the Motion is support
ed and accepted by the Federal Government, 
it will go a long way to reduce the number of 
our unemployed in this country. 

At this stage of our development when 
Nigeria is so widely advertised all over the 
world, we are bound to have visitors and 
businessmen attracted into our country, and as 
a result we shall be faced with many problems. 
One of the questions that easily come to mind is, 
how can we accommodate these visitors ? It 
may well be that these visitors and businessmen 
may come from highly civilised and industria
lised cities of the world such as London, 
New York, Paris and other advanced places, 
and when they come to Nigeria, some of them 
may expect the same standard of things to 
which they are used. That is the reason why 
I am appealing to the Federal Government to 
introduce what is known as the Tourist 
Industry into this country. 

As I have already said, Nigeria has been well 
advertised to all parts of the world and has been 
accepted by so many people as a leading 
African state. Some people may think that it is 
very difficult to introduce this tourist industry. 
This is not so. After all, we have all the 
materials and what we need are just modern 
hotels to be sited in some places of interest. 
For example, we have got a very nice place on 
the island of Lagos known as Tarkwa Bay. 
This place we can improve and convert to a 
holiday resort so that instead of our people 
going overseas or to some other advanced and 
highly furnished cities on holidays, they could 
be attracted to stay at home. 

Apart from Tarkwa Bay, we also have 
places like the Ikoyi Park here in Lagos and 
other attractive places in the Plateau which 
are well known for their coolness and enticing 
atmosphere. There is no reason why we 
should not develop these places. There are 
so many beautiful sceneries in Plateau Province, 
like the Kura Falls, the Tin Mines and many 

others. These places will naturally attract 
many people. We also have the Abraka 
\Vater Side at Benin. There are other fine 
places like the Museum to which visitors and 
businessmen could be attracted. There may 
be also centres of attraction at Abeokuta and 
Ibadan. From this, hon. Members will agree 
\~· ith me that we have the materials and it is now 
up to us to make use of them in order to 
attract visitors and businessmen to come to this 
country. 

Some people may ask why I want these 
people to come to this country. The tourist 
industry is one of the greatest industries in 
the world to-day. In Britain, a lot of money 
is derived through this source. Ron . Members 
will be surprised to know that in 1958, the 
money obtained through the tourist industry 
in Great Britain was enormous. In 1960, 
the sum of about est million was realised in 
East Africa. There are so many places that 
benefit immensely through the tourist in
dustry. The tourist industry is one that can 
pay its way, it is never run at a loss. 

Ron. Members will be surprised to learn 
how much is spent by our people annually 
and how much we get in return. In 1961, 
Nigeria spent not less than £8.9 million. 
That is the amount spent by people who 
travel from Nigeria to America, the United 
Kingdom, France, Russia and many other 
places. Why then should we not establish 
similar industries in order to make visitors 
pay back what they have already taken from 
this country. 

For purposes of comparison, I should like 
to inform this honourable House that in 1961, 
as against the £8.9 million that we spent on 
tourism, what we received was only £1 i million. 
You can see, Sir, that the comparison is very 
poor, and I think we must do something about 
this. The figures I have quoted are very 
correct because they have been obtained from 
statistics and if any hon. Member doubts them, 
he should refer to the Digest of Statistic, 
Volume 12 of January 1963. Anybody who is 
interested can go and check up the facts. 

I do not want to dwell on this for a long time • 
because I know that there are other hon. 
Members who would like to speak on this 
Motion. I am only appealing to the Govern
ment to give effect to this Motion because it is 
one that \~ill fetch more money for this country. 

I beg to move. 
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Mr C. 0. Chiedozie (Enugu) : I rise to 
second this Motion. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): On a point 
of order, I would like to make this comment 
because it is becoming the practice in this 
House for people who second original Motions 
to have their names dropped from the Order 
Paper. 

This Motion was jointly sponsored by the 
hon. Member for Lowland East (1\llr Lar) and 
myself but I was surprised to find that my 
name did not appear on the Order Paper. 
Mr Lar can bear testimony to what I am saying. 

Mr Lar rose-

The Deputy Speaker: Has the hon. 
Member for Lowland East anything special 
to tell the House ? 

Mr Lar : It is true that the hon. Member 
for Orlu West said that he would like to second 
this Motion and I agreed that he should but 
how it happened, I do not know, that his name 
does not appear on the Order Paper. 

The Deputy Speaker : Order. I think, in 
any case, it is too late in the day to bting up 
this matter. 

Mr Chiedozie : On a point of explanation, 
I think it is very irrelevant for an hon. Member 
to stand up after we had decided that the hon. 
Member for Orlu West-

The Deputy Speaker : The hon. Member 
for Enugu has been called upon to speak and 
it is none of his business to make the ruling 
he is now about to make. 

Mr Chiedozie : The Motion is an interest
ing one and its intention is to appeal to the 
hon. Minister to see the necessity of establi
shing the tourist industry in order to encourage 
strangers visiting the country to have appre
ciation for our culture, tradition and other 
things of interest. 

Nigeria, so far, is dominating African 
politics and many people all over the world 
are becoming very much interested in our 
affairs. Some of them, who have not been 
into the tropics will like to see things of 
tropical culture and tradition. 

We are all aware that a lot of parliamentary 
delegations have been coming into this country 
and our own delegations have also been going 

outside the country. The tourist industry is 
intended to increase the revenue of a!country 
and if our people are going out in considerable 
number, visiting other countries, paying them 
money and thereby enriching those countries, 
then, there is no reason why we should not en
courage the promotion of this industry in 
order to have the same type of revenue because 
when people come into this country, they pay 
into our own revenue and thereby increase 
our revenue. 

Knowledge of things historical, antiquarian 
and geographical are projected to strangers. 
They will come and see with their eyes-not 
like those who write articles in magazines 
saying that Nigeria is only infested with 
vultures and so on. This is a matter of making 
foreigners to come and see with their eyes what 
we look like and the aim of establishing a 
tourist industry is to project the personality 
in reality and not in theory. 

We are clamouring for the increase of our 
national income and it is my belief that tourism 
is one of the greatest paying concerns. Switzer
land depends absolutely on the tourist industry 
and many of us run to Switzerland in order to 
see interesting things, enjoy ourselves, visit 
their lakes, the seaside resorts and, we pay 
heavily in the hotels. I know very well that the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry is aware 
of these things. Already I see that he is doing 
excellently well in the question of initiating 
something but we are trying to make him 
aware that at the moment the country is 
desirous to have a tourist industry in order to 
encourage people coming into our country to 
see things that are of interest to them and then 
to make them know what we look like. 

One of the main reasons why those who 
wrote the geography of Nigeria before say that 
it is a "white-man's grave" and so on is that thev 
did not tour Nigeria before writing these books. 
If one looks at the geography books on Nigeria 
and other countries in Africa one would see 
that our country was painted black. What we 
are saying is that we want people from all the 
countries of the world to come here and one 
of the most attractive things to strangers is 
the tourist industry. 

We are very lucky to have a Minister who 
is enthusiastic, pushful and indefatigable and 
his Ministry has been one of the best. We do 
not therefore expect that he will amend this 
Motion. We feel that apart from the fact that 
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our Development Programme 1962-68 can be 
accelerated by the provision of a tourist 
industry, this would make investors also keen 
to come to our country and they would be able 
to tour the country and see things for them
selves. 

After all what makes people to visit a coun
try ? It is the amount of interesting things 
seen there. And all of us know what is meant 
by happiness and being jovial. Everybody 
wants to go on a visit to another country and 
the first thing I ask when I visit a place is, 
what are the traditions of the people, things 
of interest, their museums, their holiday resort 
and so forth ? When we visit Britain we all go 
to the London Zoo and visit the Zoological 
Gardens. Let us begin now to project this 
our personality right from here and I know, 
and it is a very great coincidence that this our 
Minister, is the man who will project us. 
Already, we can all see that he is doing very 
well. 

I beg to second. 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Zanna the hon. Bukar Dipcharima): I 
beg to move the Amendment standing in my 
name, That in Line 1, leave out "That" to the 
end of the Question and add, "The House 
appreciates the henefits that can accrue to the 
country from a well established Tourist In
dustry and congratulates the Federal Govern
ment on taking the steps which have led to the 
formation of the Nigerian Tourist Association". 

I am amending the Motion not because I 
have any quarrel with the Motion as originally 
moved but because Government has already 
moved a step further than the Mover and the 
Seconder of this Motion. As long ago as 1957, 
my Ministry appreciated that the successful 
establishment of a tourist industry will be 
profitable to the country and so, I sought the 
co-operation of and permission from the Council 
of Ministers and they gave me the necessary 
approval and so we set up a body to look into 
the whole matter. The report of the Commit
tee which was issued as Sessional Paper No. 5 
of 1959 was laid before the House and the main 
conclusions reached by that body were as 
follows: 

"(a) The development of a Tourist Industry 
will directly or indirectly benefit Nige:r£a. The 
demand for goods and services created by a 

tourist industry will add to the national pros
perity and with the improvement o.f local facili
ties many Nigerians and expatriates who at 
present spent the whole or part of their holidays 
outside Nigeria will be encouraged to visit parts 
of the country other than those in zohich they 
normally reside. 

(b) In developing the Tourist Industry, 
Nigeria will be working in the course of friend
ship and of understanding between peoples of 
d~fferent races and beliefs." 

As a result of this, the Government decided 
on the formation of a Nigerian Tourist Associa
tion which would draw its funds from subven
tions by the Governments of the Federation and 
contributions by those interests likely to benefit 
from the expansion of the Tourist Industry. 
The Association has now been incorporated 
under the Companies Act and the Governments 
of the Federation have agreed on annual sub
ventions as follows: every year the Federal 
Government is to contribute £7,500, the 
Eastern Regional Government £3,750, the 
Northern Regional Government £3,500 and 
the Western Regional Government £3,500. 
Also full members of the Association pay £100 
per annum while associate Members pay £10 
per annum. 

At the present moment apart from the 
Governments, the following Organi~ations are 
full members of the Association : the Nigerian 
Railway Corporation, the Nigerian Hotels 
Limited, the Elder Dempster Agencies Ltd., 
and the Nigerian Airways. I regret, however, 
to tell hon. Members that there is some lack of 
enthusiasm displayed by Nigerian firms although 
previously I expected that the Nigerian firms 
and businessmen would be keenly interested 
because the successful running of a Tourist 
Industry will materially benefit the Nigerians 
themselves. So, I appeal to hon. Members 
to interest the Nigerian businessmen, to make 
our country a centre of attraction so that many 
tourists may come. Nigeria is a vast country 
with different climatic conditions and a beautiful 
cultural heritage. 

Secondly, our game reserves, our beautiful 
trees, our picturesque mountains, our easy 
flowing rivers make this country an ideal place 
for tourists. Greater than all these are the 
human elements, the wonders of our towns, the 
beauty of our girls and the culture of our people. 
These will make Nigeria really an attraction 
for people to come and spend their time here. 
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It will therefore be seen that the Federal Last year, for example, England made over 
Government far from having to be informed of £150 million from tourist business alone. 
the possible benefits of a Tourist Industry in This is a higher contribution to British 
Nigeria have on its own initiative taken steps to economy than all the vehicle industries 
lay a strong foundation for such an industry. in the United Kingdom. Canadians, who are 

reputed to be the greatest tourists in the world 
to-day, spend over £160 million every year. 
This sum is more than the whole of the budget 
of the Federal Government plus those of the 
Regional Governments of Nigeria. We are 
also told that e-ver half a million people visit the 
United Kingdom every year. Even a small 
place like the Bahamas Island receive over three
quarters of a million tourists every year. 
Some islands in Latin America receive mil
lions and millions of tourists. Hawai is famous 
for the number of people who go there every 
year from all parts of the world. 

I have no doubt that in the months to come 
hon. Members will be hearing a good deal 
about the Nigerian Tourist Association because 
tht:: Association has alreadv succeeded in 
recruiting an expert as the Secretary to the 
Association to advise the new Organisation as to 
the best way to run it. A competent and highly 
qualified Nigerian is understudying this Euro
pean expert so that he will take over from him 
as soon as possible. When wintry conditions in 
Europe and America prevail the warmth of our 
climate, the cheap food and the service of our 
own boys in the hotels are such as to attract the 
well-to-do and those who have good faith and 
good intentions towards the country. May I 
tell hon. Members one thing. People talk of 
the so-called civilised countries. I have gone 
round the whole world, I have stayed in the 
best hotels in almost every part of the world that 
counts and I can assure hon. Members that the 
hotel service, the food, the surroundings of our 
hotels and the ability of our stewards and cooks 
compare favourably with any I have seen any
where in the world. 

5.20p.m. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (.Orlu West) : I want to 
support the Amendment proposed by the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry and to say 
that we are all aware of the fact that a Tourist 
Association of Nigeria has been created. All I 
want to do now is to make a few comments 
which may be of interest and encouragement to 
this Association. 

As is so well proposed by my hon. Friend the 
Member for Lowland East (Mr Lar), tourism 
can be viewed from various points of view. 
If one looks at the economics side of tourism· 
one will see that it is now a pairless way of filling 
the gap of the balance of payment. As hon. 
Members know, Nigeria over the past decade 
has been faced with adverse balance of payments 
problems. Our imports have quadrupled in 
value, whereas our exports have only doubled in 
value. This gap can be filled either by stopping 
importation of goods from overseas, or by 
finding some other invisible ways of filling it 
and encouragement of tourism is one of 
the ways of filling the gap. 

The important thing is not just creating 
the Association but encouraging it to work well. 
Tourists have certain questions in common. 
They can not simply like to come to Nigeria, 
they have to be stimulated. They want. 
to know, for example, what hotel and restaurant 
facilities exist in the country ; what the menu 
are ; and what things are available in the 
country and their prices. If one looks at the 
Canadian Tourist Bulletin or the Egyptian 
Tourist Bulletin, or the Israeli Bulletin, one 
will find all the details-hotels menu, time of 
service, cost of service, distances and tourist's 
economy class available, and so on. Tourists 
also want to know about sports facilities. They 
want to know about game hunting. Ameri
cans, for example, are famous for game hunting. 
Elephant hunting or Elephant riding in Nigeria 
will offer very attractive sport facilities for 
Uncle Sam tourists. They want to know about 
fishing. The Bar Beach here is an ideal 
place for that. They want to know about 
the cost of internal travelling. 

Information facilities, are non-existent in 
Nigeria. It is difficult even for us Nigerians 
to know the cost of internal travel. The 
tourists want to know about wholesale travel
ling. For example, it is very expensive .for a 
person to travel from here to Enugu. In 
places like Israel, United States of America, 
Italy and some other places, charter planes can 
be arranged so that a group of people can travel 
from one place to another within a short space 
of time. A similar thing would be: organised 
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.in Nigeria so that a group of tourists can 
_travel from Lagos to Enugu in a charter plane. 
The Minister of Transport, I know, can arrange 
that in future. He can make economy planes 
available so that tourists can go round Nigeria 
in a very short time. 

We have here various types of animals and 
other things of interest. We have the Biney 
Zoo, for example ; the antiquities, lfe bronze, 
Awka carving, schools, community centres like 
Aiyetoro, Kano City walls-all these things and 
places can be fascinating to foreign tourists. 
All we need is to give more impetus to the 
encouragement of tourism. The Nigerian 
Airways can arrange annual economy class 
planes for people coming from the United 
Kingdom and elsewhere to facilitate visits to 
Ni~eria. 

I would also appeal to the Minister of 
Finance to make it possible for tourists who 
come to Nigeria to take away from Nigeria 
certain goods duty-free. For example, in 
England one can take away goods worth up to 
£180 duty-free. This is the cheapest way 
6f · advertising the country's manufacture. 
It is cheaper than Trade Fair, advertising by 
radio, televi'>ion or the newspapers. These 
things will enhance the tourist business in 
Nigeria. Also, the foreign embassies in Nigeria 
shmild be encouraged to sell Nigerian beauty, 
culture, antiquities, resources by V~-ay of 
advertising. 

The issue of visas should be facilitated so that 
p¢ople corning to Nigeria do not have to wait 
froni four to five weeks for their papers to be 
ready. A common complaint has been that 
~isitors to Nigeria are handicapped because 
their visas cannot be issued in time. I have 
just got a complaint to-day that some Israeli 
people who wanted to come to Nigeria have 
been waiting for the past six weeks because the 
British office in Tel Aviv that is responsible 
for the issue of visas to Nigeria does not move 
fast. I think these things should be ironed 
out. 

I beg to support. 

: 5.27 p.m. 

thing in this direction to promote tourist 
industry. But I would like to add that much 
still remains to be done. This industry has not 
been developed in this country. 

I would like also to point out that it is one of 
the most important ways of attracting foreign 
money into this country and thus improve 
our balance of payments. I remember quite 
well that in some small countries like Ireland, 
their main source of getting money is their 
agricultural products; then the next thing is 
the tourist industry. We are in the same 
position as Ireland in this respect. 

If one considers the position of Ireland one 
will see that many of their people have migrated 
to the United States, Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand. These people of Irish descent 
like to go to their country of origin to spend 
their holidays. As a result of that, they bring 
money into Ireland. Now, if one compares 
our position in this country with that of 
Ireland, one will see that it is the same. People 
of African descent were taken away in the days 
of slavery to the West Indies and the United 
States of America. I happened to meet some 
West Indians and I learnt that the best place 
in the world that they like to spend their 
holidays is in Mrica. As far as Mrican 
countries are concerned, Nigeria is the biggest 
and most popular, so, most of the people who 
are of Mrican descent would like to be corning 
here on holidays. But what prevents them is 
the question of visas and passports. If the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry does 
realise that these people of African descent 
have a natural desire of coming to see the land 
of their origin, I think that he should help make 
things easy for them to come in. 

I am very happy that this Amendment 
proposed by the Minister of Commerce and 
Industry has been seconded by the Minister of 
Education. I am very happy about that 
because if this industry is to grow in this 
country, the Minister of Education is the person 
to help the Minister of Commerce and Industry 
in his duties. For example, there is no point 
in students who have been taking Mrican 
history, African religion, or Mrican culture 
going to London library to seek for information 

Mr D. S. Udo-Inyang (Opobo North) : and books. If the Minister of Education can 
I. rise to support the Amendment proposed by organise special libraries where people all over 
~~ - !\'iinister of Commerce and Industry. He the world can come to do research in African 
has said that the Government has done some- -- ~tudies, it will be very good indeed. · 

(988) ' 



Feder:al'P{lrliament').J.etHUeS _ 

1947 [Tourist Industry] 23 APRIL. 1_963 [Tourist Industry] 1948 

- I have a friend in the University of Ife who- Another point that I would like to touch is 
is going to write some thesis for a doctorate that the Minister .of Education has impressed 
degree on Yoruba -culture. The Government me by the way he is trying _to develop our 
of Western Nigeria has to give him a scholar-· antiquities in tliis country. I think it is one of 
ship . to go to London to stay for a few years the things that will help tourists industry in · 
in order to do that. ~ think that that is a sheer this country. Musicians like to know some
waste of our money. It is the people from the thing about our music, study it and be able to 
outside world who should come here to find write books on it. It is my belief that the 
such materials for their thesis. Therefore, it tourist industry will be developed in this 
can be seen that the Minister of Education can country and that it will ·attract much foreign 
help in this respect. money which will help us to imporve our 

The Minister ef Transport has a great deal 
of work to do too. Tourists who come to this 
country, I know, will like to.seeand to travel on 
good roads. The Minister of Communications 
can also help to offer. communication facilities. 
At present, our inland transport is very poor. 
A lot remains to be done if we are to attract 
respectable and wealthy tourists to this country. 

All historic places in this country should be 
developed. Any hon. Member who has ever 
studied the history of Nigeria will not fail to 
read about Opobo. Opobo is one of the 
historic places in this country. I think if we 
built a tourist industry there, it will attraCt 
foreigners, people who are interested in 
African history would like to visit there. 

When one goes overseas, one notices that 
one is not taken to big towns like London or 
some other big towns, "if one spends a day in a 
British home. Their places of resort are on 
mountains. 

Mr R. N. Muojeke (Awka Central) : 
Having regard to the fact that unless we pass 
through th~se Motions before the time runs 
out" many Members will not have time tq 
spe?k, I appeal to the hon. ~ember speaking 
to cut short his speech. 

Mr Udo-Inyang : If the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry should take this fact 
into account-that many people do not like 
visiting big towns, because in their own 
countries they come from big towns and want 
to see rural areas-it will be a very good thing. 
Some of them if you go to their countries, 
would like to show you lakes, rivers, and so on. 
Here, some of them would like to follow the 
course of our rivers. It is these things that 
interest tourists very much, and if we can 
locate them, we will be advertising Nigeria 
abroad. If we can point these things to 
tourists, they will be attracted to Nigeria. 

balance of payment. 

I beg to support. 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North) : I rise to 
speak on the Amendment moved by the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry. In 
view of the shortness of time at my disposal, 
I have to confine my observations to one or 
two points. It is obvious that the intention of 
the original Mover o.f this Motion and of the 
other people who put down their names 
amending the original Motion is to show that 
the effort of the Federal Government in "this 
connection has really not produced any impact 
in the country. That is my obvious im
pression of the efforts which the Government 
has made. Obviously, if the Government 
has made sufficient efforts as has been clearly 
put down by the Minister now, in fact the 
country would have known that.' the Govern
ment is making efforts to establish a real 
tourist industry. But to have started in 1959 
to make plans and appoint a tourist association 
and so on and up till to-day nothing has been 
heard· about it, really seems as if the Minister:s 
explanation was merely an excuse·. It is an 
intention; and I wonder ·when the proppsals 
would be made a ·concrete reality. I think 
that now that this Motion has come -to the 
Floor of this House, the Government · should 
make more vigorous efforts to see to it that 
these proposals are put into force. 

I know that it is be~ause of the intensive 
desire for regionalisation that tourist association 
has · been created 'nstead of a tourist corpora
tion; so that the Regional Governments can 
be given good scope to carry out their own 
activities and also for individuals and -indivi
dual firms and companies to make their own 
contributions. Since this is as a result of our 
Constitutional set-up, I should recommen1J. 
that I do not think that a tourist association 
alone can cater effectively for the whole of 
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the Federation, particularly for the Capital 
of this country-that is Lagos. It will be a 
good thing now to create a tourist corporation 
for Lagos-Federal Tourist Corporation. 
That Corporation will be in association with 
the one already set up by the Government
that is the Nigerian Tourist Association. 

It will be the function of the Tourist Corpo
ration to look around Lagos and choose good 
sites and good places of resort where these 
visitors can be taken to-places that can easily 
attract visitors. For instance, the capital of the 
country which is really the soul or nucleus of 
attraction for people from other countries of 
the world. I should suggest very strongly 
that there should be a definite body quite 
distinct from other bodies in the Region so 
that the tourist association would serve as a 
link between the Federal Tourist Corporation 
for Lagos and others in the Eastern, Western 
and Northern Regions. 

It is very important that this proposal by 
the Federal Government should be publicised, 
not only in this country, but throughout the 
countries of the world. Information booklets 
and other necessary attractive instruments 
should be used in order to attract tourists 
from abroad. 

As some other people have already pointed 
out, there are some other places of interest 
which foreigners would like to visit. It will be 
a good thing if the Federal Government will 
try to spotlight such places and, in conjunction 
with the Regional Governments, try to do 
something in that direction. I have to point 
out that in Awka Division, we have very fine 
lakes such as the lake Ezu Ogbunagu. It is 
so very attractive, and along with the carving 
industry and the black-smithry and many 
other arts which are being carried on in Awka 
town, it will attract many tourists. 

It is not my intention to speak for a long 
time in view of the time, so I beg to support. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : 
May I also support the Amendment very ably 
moved by the very able Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, and say at the same time that, 
apart from those reasons which he advanced 
for the development of tourist industry or for 
the encouragement of the development of the 
industry in this country, there is abundance of 
hospitalitY which is always appreciated outside, 

perhaps because of our very good ambassadors 
abroad, and which, to a very large extent, has 
impressed a number of people abroad to the 
point of making them rather curious to find out 
for themselves what is going on, not only in 
Africa, but also in Nigeria, 

Because of our activities and because of the 
external publicity given abroad to Nigeria, 
hundreds of thousands of people abroad will 
like to come to Nigeria. Even with our very 
limited media of information, people are now 
aware of the very favourable climate of this 
country. Even though this is through a 
limited media, people are now aware of the 
very favourable climate of this country. As 
the Minister has rightly pointed out, Nigeria 
is a vast area. It could accommodate not only 
people who are born and bred within the 
tropics; but also those who have been living 
in what can be regarded as very, very cold 
weather. 

The hills in Jos, and also the hotel accom
modation within the country could easily 
attract a number of tourists to the country. 
Furthermore, the seaside resorts here along 
Lagos and along all the coasts of Nigeria, the 
shores of rivers and lakes such as the Chad, 
which are very well known would also attract 
people of all standings to the tropics. 

May I appeal to the Minister of Commerce 
and Industry that certain publications pro
duced by his Ministry which give some limited 
information about our culture, our tradition, 
our towns, hotel accommodations, et cetera, 
are in fact not very up to date. 

I am speaking particularly on the publication 
which unfortunately gives some informat on 
on the very town which the Minister him~elf 
comes from. The publication on Maiduguri, 
gives the population of that town as 600,000. 
Also, certain of the pictures do not in fact give 
the correct information. 

I would like here to ask the Minister humbly 
to take immediate steps to see that this particu
lar publication is amended, and also that such 
similar publications are not only brought 
up to date but are also sent abroad so that they 
will enable people to read about what the 
country holds for them. 

Undoubtedly, the encouragement of tourist 
industry in this country would also serve as 
external publicity, and this will project Nigeria 
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to such an extent as would gladden the hearts of in effect, what the travellers make use of is 
hon. Members of this House. invariably, our motor vehicles--our mammy 

Besides, we have been encouraging, begging, 
and appealing to the Government to see to it 
that the Development Plan is carried out, 
carried through, and carried through with a 
sense of responsibility. I think that if this 
industry is given encouragement, and is 
established, it will go a very long way to improve 
the economic condition of this country, and 
would also in a way, even though indirectly, 
assist the Government in carrying out the Six
year Development Plan. 

I need not dwell on this, and having scarcely 
anything else to add, I beg to support. 

Mr R. N. Muojeke (Awka Central) : 
Having regard to what the Minister of Com
merce and Industry has said and to the contri
butions which have been made by the Members 
who have spoken, and also having regard to the 
fact that we are at the nick of time. I will 
cut my Amendment as short as possible. 

There is typographical error, Sir, as far as my 
Amendment is concerned. 

The Deputy Speaker : Order ! I have not 
called the hon. Member to move his Amend
ment. I have called him to make a speech. 

Mr Muojeke : Sir, there should be an "and" 
between "establishing" and "the siting". 

Now, what are the tourist industries that I 
have in mind? They are many and various. For 
example, the Awka wood carving and iron gate 
making industries. They are very, very 
attractive, and everybody, foreigners and expa
triates alike, who have been priviledged to come 
to this country, whenever they come to Awka 
and nre presented with Awka carvings and iron 
gates, they go back with very lovely memories 
of these visits and what they have seen. 

In addition, we have the catering industry. 
We all know that if the tourists come to the 
country and find out that they cannot have 
comfortable accommodation, and no efforts are 
made to reduce their expenses, they will go 
back with very bad impressions. 

Furthermore, the question of excursion 
coaches comes in. The Government should 
take steps to see that excursion coaches are 
provided. We have not got excursion trains 
between the East and West, or between the 
North and any other region, or Lagos, so that 

waggons and taxis. 

Not only are these mammy waggons and 
taxis very expensive, but they are also not what 
a tourist would want to use in travelling round 
the country in order to get the best views. 
In some countries some Governments have 
taken it upon themselves to provide regular 
coaches to carry tourists round. 

There is the pottery industry in Enugu and 
Okigwi. These are the industries that the 
Government can provide with initiative and 
capital to develop still further, so that when 
tourists come from other parts of the world, 
they can be taken to Okigwi or Enugu where 
they will see very fine pottery works. 

In the North we know there are some fine 
carvings in ebony and elephant tusks. The 
Government would do very well to give this 
industry the cash and if necessary, even the 
training to develop, so that when we have 
tourists coming into the country, they will see 
these things and go back with very good impres
sions of what we can do in this country. 

We have not got what one may call wax 
works in this country. We know that in import
ant countries, and in important parts of the 
world, there are wax works, which carvers 
utilise in preserving the personalities in those 
countries. For example in England if you come 
to Madame Tussauds you will see statues of 
people of ancient and modern times such as 
the former kings and people like Churchill. 
Here, there is no reason why the Government 
should not establish a wax works industry, 
where we can preserve the statues of people like 
Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, Dr Azikiwe, the 
Governor-General, and that of the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry himself. 

One final point that weighs against the 
Tourist Industry is the lack of a circus in this 
country. Quite recently we held in Inter
national Trade Fair which was, incidentally, 
the first since the century, but that was not 
sufficient to encourage our neighbours to 
come to the country to see what we can produce. 
We should not only concentrate our attention 
on erecting fairs in Lagos but we should go 
far off into the interior, especially places like 
Maiduguri, Calabar or Sokoto. Surely people 
in these far places cannot come to Lagos in 
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order to witness any fair that is being exhibited. 
Fairs should be established all over the whole 
country so that people can travel at less incon
venience to see them. 

In order to avoid duplicity of effort and 
money I am suggesting that whatever action 
the Federal Government proposes to take in 
the establishment of a Tourist Industry, should 
always be taken in consultation with the 
Regional Governments: 

I beg to support the Amendment. 

Mr E. 0. Ifezue (Orlu North) : I am very 
happy to have a copy of Sessional Paper No. 5 
of 1959 which relates . to the establishment of 
the Tourist Industry in Nigeria. I know that 
that was what the Minister mentioned when 
he rriade his speech, but there are so many 
recommendations, about five in all, which 
were made in favour of the tourist organisation. 

. The first one is, what resorts should be 
developed and in some particular respects ; 
the second is the measures to improve hotels 
and catering for tourists ; the third is the 
improvement of transport facilities within 
Nigeria and abroad ; the fourth is on the 
publicity for scenic and other fashions, and the 
fifth · is· on the provision of entertainment 
facilities.· I ·think the Minister has ·not told 
us what progress this tourist organisation has 
made in these fields; There is none, and if so 
I would like to suggest to the Minister to turn 
this organisation into a statutory corporation, 
so that hon. Members will be enabled to debate 
the progress being made by the organisation 
on the Floor of this House. It is only by so 
doing that we can encourage the organisation 
and help it to do very good work in Nigeria. 

The other . point is the dearth of zoos in 
this country. I think that if we want to en
courage t-he thriving of a tourist industry 
there should be one, at least, in each Regional 
capital. Zoos, as a matter of fact, help to 
attract tourists. 

I do not know what extent the Immigration 
Act will affect the tourists industry, because 
if tourists know that they are going to 
be saddled with filling lots of particulars 
before being allowed into the country, they 
mig)lt as well decide to go· to ·an9the.r- p·lace: 

I think there is too much red-tape in our 
Immigration Law, and I do hope that the 
Minister will see to it that tourists coming 
into this country are not bothered with having 
to fill too many papers. 

I beg to support the .Ainendment. 

Question, That words proposed to be left out, 
be left out, put and agreed to. 

Question, That those words be there inserted. 
put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House appreciate the 
benefits that can accrue to the couPtry from a 
well established Tourist Industry and congra
tulates the Federal Government on taking the 
steps which have led to the formation of the 
Nigerian Tourist Association. 

And it being six o'clock the Deputy Speaker 
suspended the Sitting until 9 p.m. pursuant to the 
Resolution of the House (23rd April). 

Sitting suspended : 6 p.m. 

Sitting resumed : 9. p.m. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

LAGOS HEALTH SERVICE BILL: 

ADJOURNED DEBATE ON SECOND 
READING (4TH APRIL) 

The .Minister . of .Health (Chief the hon. 
Dr M. A. Majekodunrni) : I wish to make a 
brief statement on this Bill, the provisions of 
which have now become a controversial issue. 

. No one will deny that medical facilities 
throughout the · Federation are hopelessly 
inadequate. The situation in Lagos here is 
aggravated by the large numbers o~ highly 
enlightened people who have come to. ~ork 
here from.aJl o.ver the country, and who demand 
modern medical treatment. This has resulted 
in great pressure on our medical institutions. 
It is to remove this pressure, and-

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): On a 
point of order, Sir, hon. Members of this 
House must only come into this House pro
perly dressed. Members are supposed to put 
on ties when they are in Western dresses. 
I can see my hon. Friend, the Member for· 
Owerri East (Chief Abii) sitting on his seat in 
this Hquse in a jacket bu~ without a tie. I 
~i~ ~s is mast improper: . , .. 
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Mr Speaker : Are you unable to recognise 
the dress of princes ? · 

Chief D. N. Abii: Do not mind him, Mr 
Speaker. 

The Minister of Health : It is to remove 
this pressure, and to make medical services 
available to all on reasonable terms that this 
Scheme was introduced. I am of the firm 
belief that the Scheme we seek to introduce 
is good for the people of this country and, 
contrary to the views expressed in this House, 
that it is too advanced for our people, I think 
it has not come a day too soon. 

I am only too well aware that if the Scheme is 
to succeed and to be of benefit to all, it must 
be generally acceptable. So far it is clear that 
this Bill has been much misunderstood and I 
would, with your permission, ask that the 
consideration of the Second Reading be 
deferred to the next sitting of Parliament in 
order to give the people an adequate opportu
nity of examining it more closely. 

I wish to state here categorically that I have 
no other interest in the measures proposed 
by this Bill other than that I sincerely believe 
that it would prove of benefit to the people 
of this country. Good, like truth, is eternal. 
If this Bill is good to-day, it will still be good 
tomorrow, and indeed, even after all of us have 
disappeared from the scene. 

I have every confidence that the measures 
which we have proposed here will stand the 
test of public criticism. If it cannot stand 
public analysis and criticism, it cannot be good 
for our people and I have no fear in submitting 
it to the test. I want it to be debated in the 
workshops, in the pubs, in every home, in the 
Mosques and the Churches and on the Radio. 
I want it to be pulled apart and placed together 
again. It is only by so doing that we can ensure 
the best for our people. 

One thing about the Scheme is that it is not 
a carbon copy of any similar Scheme elsewhere. 
It is designed specially to suit Nigerian circum
stances in general and the ·conditions of the 
medical needs of Lagos in particular. It has 
been said that I ¥Jl in a hurry to have this Bill 
passed, and I freely admit that, of course, I am 

in a hurry. If any of the Members here have 
seen as many numbers of women and children 
die as I have, when they need not have died ; 
if they have ever come face to face with human 
suffering in its stark reality as I have done 
during the 20 years that I have practised 
medicine in Nigeria, they will be just as 
impatient as I am. 

However, I have no doubt that Members of 
this House who have expressed misgivings 
about this Bill are quite sincere in their 
opposition, and I concede that to them. But 
if any person or group of persons have been 
obstructing this Bill for their own selfish ends, 
the blood of the innocents who die daily in our 
medical institutions will be on their heads. ' 

I am of the sincere belief that this Scheme 
is a practical and workabl.e alternative to the 
present unsatisfactory conditions in our medical 
services, but if any-body has a better alternative, 
let him bring it forward and I shall gladly 
accept it. Here, I ;would like to sound a note 
of warning : Our people throughout the 
country, are not satisfied with the medical 
services we provide for them at the moment 
and the demand for better facilities is growing 
daily. Quite rightly, we spend huge sums 
of money in educating our people. Many 
more people than ever before can now read. 
More and more of our people are learning 
what is going on in the world. They know 
that when their children die it is not due to 
witchcraft or evil spirits. . .They know it . js 
due to pneumonia, diarrhoea or bronchitis
diseases which can easily be cured. · 'Fhis 
Scheme is intended to supply the needs of ·our 
people, but as I have already indicated, 
anyone who has a better alternative should 
bring it forward and we shall examine it. 

I wish to assure the House that Government 
has no intention of abandoning this Scheme, 
but as everyone knows, we have accepted in 
this country, the principle that Parliament 
is supreme, and since Parliament has indicated 
that they would wish more time to reconsider 
the Bill, I have no hesitation whatsoever in 
deferring to the wishes of Parliament. 

I would, therefore, with your permission: 
Mr Speaker, move that debate on the Second 
Reading of this Bill be adjourned until 31st 
July, 1963. 
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The Minister of Finance: I beg to second. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved : That the debate on the Second 
Reading of the Lagos Health Service Bill be 
adjourned until the 31st July, 1963. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : I want to 
seek your permission, Mr Speaker, to speak on 
this Bill. 

Mr Speaker : Order ! No further speeches 
can be entertained. We have finished with the 
Bill. 

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION 

(1961-62) BILL 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Finance : I have it in 
command from His Excellency to move, That 
a Bill entitled "An Act to authorise the issue 
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the 
sum of Two hundred and Twenty-eight 
thousand, eight hundred and three pounds 
for the purpose of making further provision 
for the service of the year which ended on the 
thirty-first day of March, One thousand, nine 
hundred and sixty two ; and to appropriate 
that sum for the purposes specified in this 
Act", be now read a Second time. 

This Bill is of a kind to which we are not 
unaccustomed. It seeks the formal approval 
of Parliament for excess expenditure of 
£228,803 actually incurred during 1961-62, on 
only four Heads, without Parliamentary 
authority. 

As I have always pointed out, it is impossible 
to expect actual expenditure to be exactly 
equal to provision authorised by Parliament. 
It will be the highest stage of perfection when 
there is not one single item of misclassification 
of expenditure in the vast number of individual 
payments actually made by the numerous 
paying officials of the Federal Government. 

The actual out-turn for 1961-62 was very 
encouraging indeed. The actual revenue 
received during the financial year exceeded the 

(1961-62) Bill] 

estimated revenue by nearly nine million 
pounds due largely to increased receipts from 
Customs and Excise duties and from Mining. 
On the expenditure side, apart from the 
statutory revenue allocation payments to the 
Regions and the large contributions to the 
Development Fund from revenue, the total 
expenditure incurred is less than the total 
approved in the Annual Budget and the various 
Supplementary Appropriation Acts for the 
year by more than £1.9 million. 

The Public Accounts Committee of this 
House has, on several occasions, expressed 
concern on expenditure without proper 
authority. Members of this House are already 
aware of my very strong views on unauthorised 
expenditure and my determination to find 
ways and means of curbing it. Immediately 
the Accounts for 1961-62 were finalised and 
my attention was drawn to the excess expen
diture on the Heads for Antiquities, Pensions 
and Gratuities, Ministry of Health and Inland 
Waterways, I appointed Boards of Inquiry to 
examine the circumstances leading to the 
unauthorised expenditure. The reports of the 
Boards of Inquiry into the excesses have been 
submitted to my Ministry and have been very 
carefully examined. 

For two of the Heads, I am satisfied that the 
excesses were unavoidable because of mis
classifications. On the other two Heads, I 
am satisfied that the excesses could have been 
avoided or that steps should have been taken 
to obtain the necessary authority in advance 
of actual expenditure. I have accordingly 
requested that these two cases should be 
referred to the Public Service Commission 
which is responsible for the discipline of public 
servants. 

Finally, I would like to point out that the 
Accounts for 1961-62 were finalised by October 
last. It was my original intention to present 
this Bill when Parliament met in December. 
But, owing to the Boards of Inquiry into the 
excesses which I appointed and my eagerness 
to obtain their Reports before coming to 
Parliament, I considered it necessary to 
postpone the Bill until this Budget Session. 

I beg to move. 
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The Minister of Establishments (Hon. 
J. C. Obande): I beg to second. 

Mr Speaker : Order ! Under Standing 
Order 64 (a), the debate stands adjourned until 
the next sitting day, that is tomorrow. 

SuPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION (1962-63) 
BILL 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Finance : I have it in 
command from His Excellency to move, That 
a Bill entitled "An Act to authorise the issue 
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the 
sum of Three hundred and nine thousand, Two 
hundred and eighty pounds for the purpose of 
replacing advances from the Contingencies 
Fund for the year which ended on the thirty
first day of March, One thousand, nine hundred 
and sixty-three ; and to appropriate that sum 
for the purposes specified in this Act", be now 
read a Second time. 

This Bill seeks covering authority from 
Parliament for certain urgent and inescapable 
supplementary expenditure. This Bill is un
like the Supplementary Appropriation (1961-62) 
Bill which I have just presented. That Bill 
sought the approval of the House for un
authorised excess expenditure which was 
brought to light when the accounts of the 
Federation for 1961-62 were closed. 

The present Bill seeks covering authority for 
urgent and inescapable expenditure which has 
been specifically authorised by me from the 
Contingencies Fund in accordance with the 
provisions of the Finance (Control and Manage
ment Act. The Law requires that all such 
releases from the Contingencies Fund must be 
reported to Parliament at its next ensuing 
Meeting and that the Contingencies Fund 
should be reimbursed with the total sum 
authorised by me. In all the cases, I am 
satisfied that the expenditure was urgent and 
inescapable and that my refusal to authorise it 
would have been contrary to the public interest. 

The details of the Sub-heads to which I 
authorised additional provision from the Con
tingencies Fund are shown at page 3 of the 
Third Supplementary Estimates now before 

the House. They were mainly to meet 
increased expenditure on Government printing 
and to provide for the 1914-18 War Disability 
Pensions and motor vehicles required ungently 
for the Police Mobile Force. I do not, 
therefore, propose to dwell extensively on them. 

In presenting a Supplementary Appropriation 
Bill, it is customary to mention the Supplemen
tary Capital Expenditure Estimates as well, 
although they do not form part of the Bill. 
The Capital Expenditure Estimates are appro
priated by Resolutions which I shall present 
separately. 

The Supplementary Estimates of Capital 
Expenditure total only £519,792 and are 
required undert hree Sub-heads under two 
Heads -Air Transport System and Communi
cations. Under Head 626-Air Transport 
System, a provision of £169,992 was authorised 
by Special Warrant for the acquisition of the 
shares of the Commercial Partners in W.A.A.C. 
(Nigeria) Limited. 

Members have, on several occasions on the 
Floor of this House, strongly advocated the 
taking over of our overseas communications. 
In pursuance of the general wish, negotiations 
were concluded for the establishment of the 
Nigerian External Communications Limited 
and the £336,600 inserted in the Capital 
Estimates under Head 627, Sub-head 269 was 
to provide for the Federal Government's 
contribution to the capital of the company. 

The third item for which a provision of 
£13,200 was made by a Special Warrant was 
to provide for the cost of the installation of 
cable and telecommunications equipment re
quired for our participation in the American 
space research. Rule 8 of the Second Schedule 
of the Finance (Control and Management) 
Act requires that I should submit to the 
House for approval at its next ensuing Meeting 
all Special Warrants authorised by me. In 
each case, Government was satisfied that the 
expenditure so authorised was urgent and 
inescapable and could not in any circumstances 
be postponed. 

I beg to move. 
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Minister of State (Dr K. 0 . Mbadiwe): I 
beg to second . 

Mr Speaker: Order ! Under Standing 
Order 64 (a), the debate stands adjourned until 
the next sitting day, that is tomorrow. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made and Question proposed, That this 
House do now adjourn--(THE MINISTER OF 

ESTABLISHMENTS). 

Question put and agreed to . 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

Adjourned accordingly at twenty minutes past 
nine o'clock. 
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HEALTH 

1964 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
NIGERIA 

Wednesday, 24th April, 1963 

The House met at 10 d.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
ESTABLISHMENTS 

Administrative Officer Grades 

0.408. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister· of Establishments, whether; in view 
of the dissatisfaction and discontent amohg the 
Administrative Officers (Classes III and IV) 
with the conditions attendant on the creation 
of the Principal Grade and the down-grading 
of certain Group 7 posts to the Principal Grade 
he will consider restoring the grades bearing in 
mind that unhappy service conditions are not 
only frustrating but also less productive. 

The . Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Establishments (M. Sanni 
Gezawa) : One of the main purposes of 
introducing the Principal Grade into the 
Administrative Service was to reduce the 
abnormally large difference in the salary which 
an experience9. 1\,s~i~tlint _Secr_etary received_ and 
what was paid to a Senior Assistant Secretary. 
Hitherto, it was not .unc_o_mmon for the latter to 
receive more than twice the emolument of the 
former. · 

When it is considered that only 9 posts of 
Senior Assistant Secretary have been down
graded to the Principal Grade and that no 
fewer than 15 Assistant Secretaries have beep 
promoted to the new grade, it seems evident 
that the immediate promotion prospects of 
officers serving in Scale A have been consider
ably enhanced and th~t a more rational system 
of promotion has been instituted. 

- ·· .. . 

· ·Prison Warders and Wardresses 

0.597. Mr C. 0. Chiedozie asked the 
Minister .of Establishments, if he will i!llp,tove 
the salary structure . of pr ison warQ.ers and 
war dresses. 

·M. Sarini Gezawa: The Minister does nol 
consider that the salary structure lor warders 
and wardresses requires any alteration lit the 
pr~~~~! -~me . . 

Dangerous Drugs 
0.409. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 

Minister of Health, what steps he is taking in 
the interest of the public against importation 
of dangerous drugs into the country by unquali
fied persons. 

The Mhuster of Health (Chief the hon. 
Dr M. A. Majekodunmi) : The Pharmacy 
Act and the Poisons and Drugs Ordinance are 
being revised and are at present being redrafted 
by the Law Officers. Clauses to enable a more 
rigid control of the importation of drugs are 
being embodied in the revised Acts. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
Is the Minister aware that the exorbitant 
prices that chemists and druggists charge for 
drugs in this country are on the increase, and 
is he going to do something about this ? 

Chief the bon. Dr Majekodunmi : There 
is I!O price control of drugs in this country. 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East): Will the 
Minister tell us when he is going to introduce 
it in this country ? It must be controlled. 

Quack Doctors 

0.410. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Health, how many quack doctors 
have ·been detected in the Government hopitals 
in the last five years and what steps he is 
taking to chec;k from time to time such of their 
type. 

Chief the bon. Dr Majekodunmi : Only 
one such doctor has been detected in 
the Government hospital in the past five years. 
He was acttially never employed but walked 
into one of the dispensaries and claimed to 
have been sent to work by the Chief Medical 
Adviser; 

Hospitals and dispensaries have been advised 
that unless a doctor, even one already in the 
Service, produces a written letter by a Senior 
Officer of the Ministry, he must not be allowed 
to work in that unit. 

Nigerian Herbs 
0.480; Mr D. M. Gbolagunte asked the 

Minister of Health, whether he will cause 
research to be made into the efficiency of our 
native herbs for the . treatment. of ·Malaria, 
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Small pox and mental illness and if he will 
enlist the aid of the World Health Organisation 
in this respect. 

Chief the hon. Dr Majekodunmi : 
Research into native herbs and roots com
menced at the University College, Ibadan, 
in 1959, under the sponsorship of the Federal 
Government. It is yet too early to have any 
fruitful results. It is also not considered 
necessary to approach the World Health 
Organisation for assistance at this stage. 

Communications 
Oro Postal Agency 

0.511. Mr P. B. Olatunde asked the 
Minister of Communications, when the postal 
agency at Oro, in Ilorin Division, will be 
converted into a sub-post office. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications (Mr S. F. 
Nwika): The Minister notices that the hon. 
Member asked this Question at the last sitting of 
Parliament in December. It is still being 
considered whether the siting of a Sub-Post 
Office at Oro will contribute towards the 
development of postal services in the Ilorin East 
Area, and until this is finalised, I shall not be in 
position to say when the Postal Agency at Oro 
will be converted to a Sub-Post Office. 

Mbano 
0.505. Mr D. 0. Ahamefula asked the 

Minister of Communications, whether he is 
aware of the repeated requests by the Mbano 
people for a post office and telephone facilities 
and what plans he has for providing a post office 
there. 

Mr Nwika : The following Postal Agencies 
are operating in Mbano County Area and the 
current unit of business transacted is shown 
against each Postal Agency :-

Angara 0 0 0 0 • o 10,536 
Amauzari 0 0 0 0 0 0 5,882 
Ehime 0 0 0 0 0 0 17,635 
Nsu 0 0 • • 0 0 19,102 
Obollo 0 0 0 0 0 0 8,125 
Umuohiri 0 0 0 0 0 0 4,237 

It will be seen that none of the Postal Agencies 
is qualified for conversion to Sub-Post Office or 
Departmental Post Office in accordance with 
the standards laid down in Sessional Paper 
No. 4 of 1957, but it is likely that Ehime and 
Nsu may qualify for conversion when the new 
policy comes into operation: 

Abudu Sub-Post Office 
0.516. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 

Minister of Communications, if he will state 
the cause of the delay in opening the Abudu 
Sub-Post Office. 

Mr Nwika : The delay was due to the 
necessity to train the Sub-Postmaster to equip 
him in running the sub-post office efficiently. 

Arrangements have, however, been com
pleted and the sub-post office was opened on 
22nd April, 1963. 

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East): Is the 
Minister aware that up to nine months ago a 
postmaster had been trained for that particular 
post office and that he has had to hang on the 
whole time? 

Amaraku Postal Agency 
0.580. Mr D. 0. Ahamefula asked the 

Minister of Communic:1.tions, whether he will 
now convert that postal agency at Amaraku 
to a sub-post office since it has satisfied the 
requirements stipulated in his answer to my 
Question No. 0.774 of December 5th, 1962. 

Mr Nwika : Approval has been given to 
convert Amaraku Postal Agency to Sub-Post 
Office status and the details are currently being 
negotiated with the Local Council. 

Abudu 
0.647. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 

Minister of Communications, when he pro
poses to provide telephone service at Abuduo 

Mr Nwika : A Rural Call Office exists at 
Abndu Postal Agency. Consideration will be 
given to the extension of telephone facilities 
in this locality during the 1962-68 Develop
ment Programme. 

Ministry Accounting 
0.650. Mr F. A. M. Amadi asked the 

Minister of Communications, how many 
accounting machines have been hired by the 
accounts and other sections of his Ministry ; 
from whom are they hired and on what terms. 

Mr Nwika : A punched card accounting 
machine installation is on hire in the Posts and 
Telegraphs Division from Messrs International 
Computors and Tabulators Ltd. This con
sists, primarily, of a Calculator which processes 
and calculates information fed to it in punched 
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card form and a Tabulator which translates Not only because of the high capital cost of 
the information contained in the punched such installations, but also because of the rapid 
cards into a printed form, together with the advance which is constantly being made in this 
ancillary equipment necessary to create, verify field, it is more economical to hire up-to-date 
and sort the punched cards. machines than to purchase an installation which 

This equipment is hired on an agreement may rapidly become outmoded. 
which either party is permitted to determine Mr Amadi : From the answer just given, it 
on three months' notice, after a minimum appears to me that within six years the cost of 
period of two years from the date of installation. production will be covered. How is it then 

0.651. Mr F. A. M. Amadi asked the ~ore economical, according to the Minister, to 
· · f · · h h h h1re rather than to buy ? Mmtster o Commumcat10ns, ow muc as 

been paid for the hire of accounting machines Mr Spea~er : That question has been 
by his Ministry and to whom has the rent been answered. 
paid since April 1960. 

Mr Nwi.ka : The Accounting Machines on 
hire from Messrs International Computors 
and Tabulators Ltd. by the Posts and Tele
graphs Division attract a total annual rental 
of £8,862. The first of the machines was 
installed in late 1961, the others following at 
varying dates until the installation was com
plete with the arrival of the last machine on 
31st December, 1962. 

As rent is payable from the date each machine 
is installed a full year's rent on all the machines 
has not yet become due ; the total amount 
paid up to 31st March, 1963 was £5,239-14s-2d. 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East) : Will the 
Minister let us know which is more economical, 
to continue to hire a machine or to buy a 
machine? 

The Minister of Communications (Chief 
the hon. Olu. Akinfosile): I think that the 
answer is in the next question, namely that 
these machines change ever so often that there 
is no economy in purchasing them. It is 
more economical to rent them. 

•0.652. Mr F. A. M. Amadi asked the 
Minister of Communications, how much an 
accounting machine suitable for use by his 
Ministry costs. 

Mr Nwi.ka : The cost of accounting 
machines varies considerably according to their 
complexity and sophistication. Whereas a 
straightforward adding machine, many of 
which are in use in my Ministry, may be 
purchased at between £35 to £40, the capital 
cost of purchasing and installing the punched 
card accounting machines which are at present 
on hire in the Posts and Telegraphs Division, 
at an annual rental of £8,862, would be not less 
than £60,000. 

Ezzi.kwo Postal Agency 
•0.668. Mr J. 0. Igwe asked the Minister of 

Communications, whether in view of the fact 
that the Ezzikwo postal agency has reached the 
twenty-four thousand units required for con
version to a sub post office, he will state how 
soon conversion of this postal agency to a sub 
post office will take place. 

Mr Nwi.ka : Onueke Postal Agency is the 
only postal agency in Ezzikwo Council Area 
which transacts business up to the level of 
16,151 units. Members have recently been 
informed of this Ministry's proposal to in
troduce a White Paper reducing the standard 
units of conversion from 24,000 to 18,000. 
When this is done, any postal agency that 
transacts business up to 18,000 units will be 
considered for conversion to a sub-post office. 

Chief Abii : Will the Minister tell us why he 
prefers to reduce the units from 24,000 to 18,000 
instead of 15,000 that this House has been 
crying for? 

Mbieri Sub-Post Office 
0.670. Mr A. U. D. Mbah asked the Minister 
of Communications, if he will provide telephone 
facilities and more post boxes at the recently 
opened sub-post office at Mbieri and Mbaitoli . 

Mr Nwika : Mbieri and Mbaitoli are being 
considered for telephone service during the 
1962-68 Development Programme. Private 
letter boxes have already been provided at 
these Sub-Post Offices. 

Nkerefi 
0.671 Mr R. N. Muojeke asked the 

Minister of Communications, if he will estab
lish a postal agency at Nkerefi since the town 
has done everything necessary to qualify for a 
postal agency .. 
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Mr. Nwika : There has been no application · Mr Nwik~ : ·The volume of business trans
for the establishment of a Postal Agency at acted at the four Post Offices in Ogoja Province, 
Nkerefi. When such an application is received, 'Ogoja, Bansara,)kom and Obudu, is being 
consideration will be given to it. compiled and will be made availa.~le as soon as 

possible. 
Awka Central Postal Agencies 

0.672. Mr R. N. Muojeke asked the 
Minister of Communications, if he will con
vert the Adazi, Isulo, Umunze and Umuawulu 
Postal Agencies into sub-post offices seeing that 
they have fulfilled the necessary conditions. 

Mr Nwika : The amount of business 
transacted currently at the Postal Agencies 
is as follows :-

Adazi-Ani 
Adazi-Enu 
Adazi-Nnukwu 
Isulo 
Umunze 
Umuawulu 

4,520 units 
4,150 units 

18,208 units 
8,261 units 
7,190 units 
6,728 units 

None of the Postal Agencies has attained the 
level of business laid down in Sessional Paper 
No. 4/1957 for conversion of Postal Agencies 
to Sub-Post Office status, but Adazi-Nnukwu 
may qualify for conversion on apprpval of the 
new conversion policy. 

Uvuma 
0.673. Mr R. N. Muojeke asked the 

Minister of Communications, if he will allow 
one sub-post office to be established for the two 
postal agencies in Uvuma town in view of the 
increasing population. 

Mr Nwika: The business transacted at the 
two Postal.Agencies in Uvuma town is:-

Enugwu-Aboh . . 11,376 
Umuonyiba . . 6,650 

These figures are well below the conversion 
figure of 18,000 units now under consideration. 

Mr Muojeke : Will the Minister take the 
fact into consideration that the two postal 
agencies are in one and the same town and if 
they are added together they will qualify ? 

Ogoja Province 
0.674. Mr J. U. Odey asked . the Minister 

of Communications, if he will state the volume 
of business transacted at each of the four post 
offices in Ogoja Province, and whether there 
are enough staff in each of the post offices. 

The volume of business at each of the Post 
Offices is regularly reviewed to ensure that the 
work is adequately related to the staff employed. 
For instance now that it has been revealed that 
Obudu Post Office is not adequately staffed, 
more staff will immediately be employed there. 

Obudu 
0.675. Mr J. U. Odey asked the Minister of 

Communications, following the relisting of 
priorities in the new Development Plan when 
Obudu is expected to have a telephone service. 

Mr Nwika: My Ministry has not yet 
finished relisting the priorities for the 1962-68 
Development Programme and until this is done 
I cannot say when Obudu will be provided with 
telephone facilities. 

0.679. Mr A. U. D. Mbah asked the· 
Minister of Communications, what is the 
present volume of business transacted at the 
Atta Postal Agency at Ikeduru, and if the 
postal agency has attained the requirements 
of Sessional Paper No. 4 of 1957 for conversion 
into a full post office. _ 

Mr Nwika : The amount of business 
currently transacted at Atta Postal Agency is 
13,320. This is well below the conversion 
figure for sub post office and for Departmental 
Post Office laid down in Sessional Paper No. 4 
of 1957. 

Ikeduru Post Office 
0.680. Mr A. U. D. Mbah asked the 

Minister of Communi,_cations, what improve
ments he envisages for the Ikeduru post office 
in the present financ~al year and if he will state 
how soon he hopes to provide the Post Office 
with a telephone exchange to serve the need of 
the people. 

Mr Nwika: Ikeduru Postal Agency was 
converted to a Departmental Post Office on the 
13th June, 1960. No improvements are 
envisaged in this financial year because the Post 
Office is ·capable of meeting any increased 
traffic. 

With regard to the telephone service, a rural 
call office exists at Ikeduru. The conversion of 
the call office to a telephQne exchange is beirig 
considered for 1962-68 "Developmeflt. Pro-
gramme. 
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0.682. Mr I. S. Onwuchekwa. asked the 
Minister of Communications, how soon work 
will start on the building of the branch post 
office at mile 2 Diobu. 

Mr Nwika : A Branch Post Office for 
Diobu is included in the 1962-68 Development 
Programme but site has not yet been acquired. 

It is therefore not possible at present, to state 
when the building will commence. 

Port Harcourt Post Office 

0.683. Mr I. S. Onwuchekwa asked the 
Minister of Communications, when he will 
erect a new and modern post office at Port
Harcourt as the existing one is proving in
adequate for the amount of business transacted 
there. 

Mr Nwika : The inadequacy of the existing 
Post Office at Port-Harcourt has since been 
realised and provision has been made in the 
current Development Programme, for a Special 
Type Post Office to be erected at Port-Harcourt. 

It is not possible at present to state when 
the building will be constructed as site has not 
yet been acquired and design work has there
fore not started. 

Mr I. S. Onwuchekwa : Why the delay in 
the acquisition of the site in this place ? 

The Minister of Communications (Chief 
the hon. Olu Akinfosile): That is being 
delayed by the Planning Authority and by the 
Ministry of Lands in Enugu. May be the hon. 
Member will help by getting at them. 

Isiokpo and Elele 

0.684. Mr I. S. Onwuchekwa asked . the 
Minister of Communications, if he will consider 
making Isiokpo and Elele postal agencies 
distribution centres from where other nearby 
postal agencies can collect their mail bags. 

Mr Nwika : There is no postal agency at 
Isiokpo. The amount of business transacted 
at Elele Postal Agency is 22,369 units which 
although is still below the conversion level set 
down in Sessional Paper No. 4 of 1957 ·may 
qualify this postal agency for conversion to a 
sub-post office when the new policy is approved. 

Mr I. S. Onwuchekwa : Is the Minister 
aware that the Ikawawia: Post Office is at 
Isiokpo? 

: Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aba Urban) : On a 
point of order, Mr Speaker, on the 22nd instant 
I asked question No. 0.329 and when the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry could not find the 
answer the Minister of Finance gave the 
undertaking that the answer would be recorded 
in the proceedings, but to my greatest surprise 
that has not been done. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Business of the House 

The Minister of Finance : We had 
thought that some of the Bills that we passed 
yesterday would be dealt with to-day and 
tomorrow. We do not now intend to move 
the Motion, but if we decide to have a night 
sitting tomorrow I shall ask that it be put on 
the Order Paper and then move it tomorrow, 
Sir. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

APPROPRIATION (1963-64) BILL 
. (FIFTH ALLOTTED I)Ay): CONSIDERED IN 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

HEAD 49-MINISTRY oF JusTICE 
. Question proposed, That £278,690 for Head 

49-Ministry of Justice-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Mr R. N. Muojeke (Awka Central) : 
Decidedly, Sir, the Attorney-General and 
the Minister of Justice has earned both the 
praise and admiration of not only the Members 
.of this House, but of also Nigerian citizens as 
a whole. He works in closest co-operation 
with his Parliamentary Secretary and invariably 
:he allows the Parliamentary Secretary to 
carry some publicity and praise and that is 
what should be the case in all the Ministries. 
We want the Ministers and the Parliamentary 
Secretaries to be working as closely and as 
intimately as obtains ih the Ministry of Justice. 

The Chairman : Will the hon. Member 
please speak as loudly as he can ? 

Mr Muojeke : Though the Attorney
General is not here, his Parliamentary Secretary 
might take a packet · of assignment for him 
pending his return. ·-
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[MR AKWIWU) 
When we are thinking of Mrican unity, if 

we feel that a court higher than our Federal 
Supreme Court is necessary, I think the 
Minister of Justice can consider the possibility 
of resuscitating the joint Final Court of Appeal, 
in which case it might be one of the concrete 
ways by which -we can start co-operation again. 
Now that we are in the fortunate position of 
sending judges and magistrates and other law 
officers to some other independent Mrican 
countries, I am sure that the possibility of 
having a final Court of Appeal of wider cover
age for Mrican countries is even greater, and I 
do sincerely hope that the field will be explored 
so that for appeals amongst the English 
speaking African countries, we could possibly 
have a final Court of Appeal embracing not only 
the West Mrican countries, but also countries 
in East and Central Mrica. . 

Many people may not agree, but it is my 
humble view that our judges can do better with 
some more pay. If I may say so, it takes a lot 
of restraint to be a good judge. In the first 
place, you and I are free to roam about the 
streets as we like, but a judge must be sure of 
where he goes, otherwise his free movement 
may be misconstrued as canvassing, and in fact, 
he may even be labelled by people as being 
corrupt and asking for bribes. Normally, that 
sort of job is suited to people who have passed 
the prime of life. People of about late 50s, 60s 
and 70s who have lost most of their instinctive 
inclinations to the joys of life are the people 
who are suited for the job. Quite frankly, 
without being asked to, they need no sermons 
or injunctions to confine their movements to 
between the law courts, their chambers and 
their homes and perhaps some respectable 
societies. 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East): On a point 
of order, I do not think it is proper to be 
discussing judges' salaries in this House. 

The Chairman : I have not heard the hon. 
Member for Orlu South East (Mr Akwiwu) 
discuss the salary of judges, but I think we can 
touch their conditions of service a little bit. 

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East): On a 
point of order, in support of what the hon. 
Member for Owerri East (Chief Abii) said, 
there is an extra-Ministerial Head which deals 
with the salary of judges and other tl>lings. 
What the hon. Member for Orlu South East 
(Mr Akwiwu) is saying is entirely out of order. 

The Chairman: Actually, this is Head 
49-Ministry of Justice--and item (1) discusses 
the Attorney-General who has the overall 
responsibility for justices, and judges are 
included. 

Mr Akwiwu : I am very grateful-

Chief Abii : The Attorney-General has not 
got the power to increase the salary of judges. 

The Chairman : What I am saying is that 
the Parliament has. 

Mr Akwiwu : I am very grateful to you, 
Mr Chairman. The eagerness with which 
Members are prepared to disclose their 
ignorance is very remarkable. 

Chief Abii : I take the statement made by 
the Deputy Speaker (Mr Akwiwu) very serious, 
because I still maintain that Parliament has 
not got the right to discuss the salary of judges 
on the Floor of this House, and we can refer to 
parliamentary procedure. 

The Chairman : Actually, the hon. Member 
for Orlu South East (Mr Akwiwu) has not 
discussed th.: salary af judges. He has 
started by talking of their conditions of service 
I think I must hear more from him before I 
can rule him out of order. 

Mr Akwiwu : I think I have really said 
what can be said on that point. All I was 
saying is that these judges need some more 
inducement. 

In any case, I think that the magistrates' 
conditions of service should be reconsidered. 
As a matter of fact, they are much more easily 
within public view, and scandals are spread 
about far too easily, and I think that their 
conditions of service should be reviewed. 
If some one, merely by virtue of his being in 
the administrative service for, say ten years 
can earn over £2,000, I do not see why some 
one-

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh): I am referring to Order 
66 (1) "The House shall not, except upon the 
recommendation of the Governor-General, pro
ceed upon any bill, motion, amendment or petition 
-" (I lay emphasis on "petition". My hon. 
Friend is really petitioning) "which, in the 
opinion of Mr Speaker or other person presiding, 
makes provision or requests that provision should 
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be made for imposing or increasing any charge 
on the Consolidated Revenue Fund or other 
public funds of the Federatic n, or for altering any 
such charge otherwise than by reducing it or for 
compounding or remitting any debt due to the 
Federation." 

My humble submission is that any attempt to 
say that the salaries of certain people should be 
reviewed on the Floor of this House is contrary 
to this section. If the hon. Member for Orlu 
South East (Mr Akwiwu) is asking that we 
should reduce the salaries of Magistrates, then 
he would be in order, but if he is saying 
that the salaries, should be reviewed or that 
their conditions of service should be reviewed, 
my humble submission is that it amounts 
to making a petition or a request for such charges 
to be made on the Government. I would say 
that my hon. Friend is out of order. If he 
wants to woo any judge or magistrate, let him go 
and do so outside this House. 

'Fhe Chairman : Order 66 ( 1) does state 
that if it is the opinion of Mr Speaker or any one 
presiding, that is conducive. In my opinion, he 
is not. 

The Minister of Finance : Mr Chairman, 
I submit to your ruling. 

Mr A.kwiwu : It seems some of my 
colleagues are too sensitive when the courts are 
mentioned, and I will be very brief on that. 
Suffice it to say that I am wooing no one. I am 
not interested in the job. 

I think, perhaps, Members may not be too 
sensitive about this. I think it is a very 
welcome move that recently we have been in a 
position to send some of our lawyers and mem
bers of th€ Bench to assist in some of the 
independent Mrican countries. I think it is 
a very good move, especially now that the plight 
of lawyers is becoming increasingly embar
rassing. We are having many lawyers coming 
out, and I think it will be a practical demonstra
tion of our belief and sincerity in assisting 
African countries that we place at their disposal 
the services of our trained lawyers. 

I would like to say this that Nigeria, to a very 
great extent, is going to be judged by the 
people of the countries to which we send our 
lawyers by the impression that those our lawyers 
make. I think it is very important that in 
deciding on lawyers or members of the Bench to 
send from this country to any of the indepen-

dent Mrican countries, we must seriously 
weigh the character of the people we send out. 
Naturally, in recent times, perhaps, it may be 
that it has become the practice that people make 
scandalous statements about certain classes of 
people ; but we do hope that where a member of 
the Bench or a lawyer is being sent out of 
Nigeria to any other country for employment, 
we should make sure that he is not of a doubtful 
character, that he is not the type whose ways of 
doing things might easily lend themselves to 
serious misinterpretations. 

Several hon. Members :Finally. 

Mr A.kwiwu : I wish I could make a speech 
for three hours ! 

I think that the Government should take a 
more active part in seeing what they can do to 
regularise the practice of legal profession in 
Nigeria. 

An hon. Member : The lawyers have 
started kicking. 

Mr A.kwiwu : Lawyers may start kicking, I 
would not be the worst for it, but what I am 
saying is that at the moment the whole thing 
seems to have lost control. Some responsible 
move should be made to smoothen the relation
ship between members of the Bench and 
members of the Bar, more particularly people 
on the Magisterial Bench and especially those 
who have never practised one day. The more 
inexperienced they are the more noxious they 
are on the Bench, and the more they pretend 
to know so much, and the more difficult they 
make it for young boys who have just qualified 
to practise. 

Everybody knows that a Magistrate's Court 
is as good. as a market place. It is the major 
centre of legal practice. Many onlookers are 
there, whether they are litigants or not, and any 
Magistrate who gets up to castigate in very 
rude terms any member of the Bar, at least, 
is being not only unfair but inhuman and 
unkind, and of course, he is being unprofessional. 

Several hon. Members : They must 
behave well. 

Mr A.kwiwu : I must say that hon. membt!rs 
who are shouting that they must behave well 
should know that naturally if oue .iuvttes 
critical remarks he should have them, but they 
should not be in such a way as to damage him 
professionally. I know Mr Eleke's reputation 
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(MR AKWIWU] 
will suffer in Okigwi if his junior brother comes 
out as a lawyer to-day and the first thing that 
happens is that a Magistrate damns him-

Mr P. 0. Eleke (Okigwi South East): On a 
point of order, I wish to say that lawyers 
themselves should behave well in court. 

Mr Akwiwu : And of course if Mr Eleke 
is a litigant, it may not amuse him so much 
if he observes that-

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): It may 
interest my Friend the Minister of Finance. 
I like to draw your attention to a provision in 
the Standing Orders. The word "judge" 
includes magistrates of all grades. I am 
afraid the line of argument no\>/ can be con
strued to mean dwelling on Judges of all grades 
of cow ts, and it is provided that the names of 
judges, magistrates or the Governor-General 
cannot be discussed in this House except on a 
substantive Motion. Now if my hon. Friend 
(Mr Akwiwu) Las any axe to grind about the 
hehaviour of magistrates in courts, this House 
cannot discuss it unless we see a substantive 
Motion on the matter. 

The Chairman :Actually, the word "judge" 
should not be a wolf to this Parliament. 

Mr Akwiwu : I am very grateful to the 
Chair, Sir. Quite frankly some of these 
things are said, probably they may be under
stood as jokes in some quarters. I will like to 
tell the hon. Member. for Enyong South" (Mr 
Ekanem) that I have no stake in the magistrates 
courts. I am a lawyer by profession, but as a 
matter of fact I have little stake in courts, so 
the hon. Member for Enyong South should 
not get so jittery. If he wants to know anyone 
who has any grudge with the court, it is not 
me. 

The Chairman : The point is irrelevant. 
Mr Akwiwu : To round off my argument 

on the question of legal practice: I remember 
recently that we passed a law dealing with the 
legal practice. I do hope that the Ministry 
of Justice would endeavour to see that ii: is 
effectively put into practice, particularly in 
regard to regularisation of the practice of the 
legal profession and minimising the amount 
of abuses. · · . . -

Some time last year, it was pointed out 
that recent volumes of the Laws Of Nigeria are 
very expensive. We still say it. is: too ex
pensl ve. I think the 1948" set vyas.- sOld·. for; 

about under five or ten guineas and the present 
set is being sold for twenty-five guineas. 
Some time lru;t year the Minister of Justice 
promised us that he would look into it with a 
view to reducing the cost of these books. Till 
to-day the set still costs twenty-five guineas. 
I would humbly implore the Minister of Justice 
to see what he can do to reduce the cost. 
After all, the burden falls a lot more on the 
new practitioners. Those who have just 
qualified would have no money to start practice. 
They must have the Laws of Nigeria. They 
cannot even get them on hire purchase nor 
can they get them on terms of deferred pay
ment. They must pay cash for them, and that 
is the reason why the cost should be reduced. 

Secondly, we have got the laws of the 
Eastern Region, Northern Region, Western 
Region and that of the Federal Territory. 
It should be made quite easy for everybody 
anywhere in the country to discover what the 
law is from place to place. The Minister of 
Justice should serialise them in terms of 
getting more comprehensive sets of the Laws 
of Nigeria so that in one volume one can get 
the laws of the various regions put together. 
I think it will help a great deal and make the 
law much more easily accessible, not only 
to practitioners but also to members of the 
public in whose interest it is also that the 
law should be easily accessible. 

I beg to support the Estimate on this Head. 

Mr D. M. Gbolagunte (Ibarapa) : I am 
happy that I am given the chance to speak 
on this Head because the usual practice is that 
lawyers come to the Floor of this House to 
speak on this Head and we are always em
barrassed by their terminologies. I am ex
pressing the opinion of a layman. 

In the first place, I think that the Govern
ment of this country should be congratulated. 
At least the practitioners of this country 
should be congratulated on the new move 
whereby legal and judicial officers in Nigeria 
are recruited to other African countries to 
serve in those countries. It is a reputable 
thing. I think it is the pride of everybody 
in this country. The layman is very proud 
of the idea that we can serve anywhere in 
Africa, in fact anywhere in the whole world. 
The Government .is congratulated on permit
ting people to go to other African countries 
to serve. They will be then~ to project 
Nigeria. · · · · 
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But when these legal practitioners go overseas Anybody taken to court will expect-(Jnter-
or perhaps to other parts of Mrica to repre- ruption). I am expressing the opinion of a lay
sent us, we the common men want people of man. Anybody who goes to court expects 
integrity to be sent out. We do not want them justice. Even bt"fore anybody is taken to court, 
to be sent there on sentiment, and we do not he expects justice. But we rind that at times 
want them to be sent there on seeming political evidences are raked up against an accused. 
alignment. I have a case in point. One highly Even when there is no evidence against him, 
reputable lawyer in this country, a Queen's evidences are raked together so that the accused 
Counsel for that matter, was invited on an might be convicted. We find that some people 
international service to draw up the constitution give their statements under threat, some under 
of a country in Mrica. But that man, Chief duress and some even give their statements 
H. 0. Davies, was not allowed to go out of this under-
country for one reason or the other. We feel 
that he is a reputable person and he can repre
sent Nigeria anywhere in the world. 

The Chairman : This case is still in court 
and sub judice. 

Mr Gbolagunte : The point that I am 
making is this. Anybody wanted anywhere in 
the world who is known to be reputable should 
be allowed to go. We are quite sure he is not 
going to commit Nigeria when he goes there. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : The hon. Member for 
Ibarapa (Mr Gbolagunte) is misleading the 
House. Nobody stopped Chief H. 0. Davies 
from going out of Nigeria. As a matter of fact, 
he went out of the country. 

Mr Gbolagunte : Another point is on the 
question of Crown Counsel in our courts. It is 
a disgrace for the Crown Counsel to loose so 
many cases. When the Director of Public 
Prosecutions takes a case to court, we expect 
that the prosecution has got sufficient facts 
against the accused. But usually in court, we 
see that the prosecution has got no case against 
the accused and aftt"r so many days of sitting, 
the Government loses the case, and the Crown 
Counsel collect their big salaries and move away 
peacefully and happily ! It is a disgrace to the 
whole country. 

Mr Akwiwu : On a point of order, the fact 
that a Crown Counsel loses his case is very 
strong evidence of the independence of the 
judiciary. 

Mr Gbolagunte : I am surprised that the 
Crown Counsel can lose ninety per cent of their 
cases and yet be happy. That is one point. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): On a 
point of order, the hon. Member for Ibarapa 
(Mr Gbolagunte) is imputing wrong motive by 
saying that people give evidence under duress, 
threat, etc., etc. It is a wrong motive, not 
only to the judiciary but to the Police. 

Mr Gbolagunte : I think the Government 
should be congratulated again for the Nigerian 
Law School. The time will soon come, 
I am quite sure, when the people in other parts 
of Mrica will come to Nigeria to learn Mrican 
laws. We have got the Nigerian School, and 
I think it is a very good thing. But there is 
one aspect of it which I think the Government 
will have to look into, and that is the idea that 
our lawyers who are now being trained overseas, 
especially in England, should come back here 
and spend so long a time in a sort of probational 
training. I do agree that they need to have 
an idea of the laws of Nigeria before they go 
into practice. But those who have gone to 
England for training may be allowed to train 
for only three months. I do not see any 
reason why those who train in England should 
come back and spend another one year 
in the Nigerian Law School. Anybody who 
starts his training in Nigeria will normally 
spend three or four years in a university and be 
qualified as a Nigerian lawyer. I feel the 
period of six months or nine months or one 
year for probational training is too much. 
Three months should be enough for those who 
studied overseas. 

On appeals to the Privy Council, we in 
Nigeria have confidence in our courts, I do 
agree. But to me it appears too early to stop 
appeals to the Privy Council. We have an 
International Court of Appeal and appeals go 
from different parts of the world t0 the Inter
national Court of Appeal. If these other 
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countries feel that they are already too big to 
appeal to the International Court of Justice 
I think there will be confusion in the whole 
world. That is why I feel that we should not 
feel too big to appeal to the Privy Council. 

M0reover, in the Privy Council people who 
sit there are detached from any outside 
influence. We are all human beings. Any
body who is a Judge in Nigeria can be 
influenced. I am not imputing motives ; 
I am not saying that our Judges are now being 
influenced. All I am saying is that a human 
being can be influenced. So, if our appeals 
go to the Privy Council we shall all be satisfied 
that justice has been done when any judgment 
is given there. But as it is now, I do not think 
the common man can be satisfied because we 
still have our duties. 

I beg to support this Head of the Estimates 
and wish the Government more grease to her 
elbows. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : 
May I join those who have spoken before me 
in expressing my appreciation for the work 
done by this Ministry. Certainly, it is known 
even to the ordinary man in this country that 
there is appreciation by sovereign and inde
pendent countries of our judicial system in this 
country. The fact that our personnel serve 
in various capacities in other independent 
African States is an indication that we are not 
doing badly in this country. 

However, I have a few points to mention 
and the first is the question of appeals to the 
Privy Council which I think has been touched 
by other hon. Members who spoke before me. 
I would only like at this stage to support 
them and at the same time point out that 
this country would feel belittled by any 
decision taken abroad against any deci
sion previously given by our own Supreme 
Court. It will hurt us badly and we are 
only hoping that such a thing will just not 
happen. 

May I also say that this Ministry should 
work closely with the Regional Ministries of 
Justice. Only a couple of weeks ago this 
House amended the Produce Ordinance Act 
and in his explanation the Attorney-General 
said, if I can remember correctly, that it is 
not the fault of his Ministry but that of the 
J\1Iinistries of Justice in the Regions. There 

was, in my opinion, negligence if it was in 
fact the fault of the Regional Ministries of 
Justice. If at all there are any Bills which 
are archaic they should be sent here for amend
ment. But at the same time, as the Federal 
Ministry of Justice, I think his Ministry 
should be in a position to point out any such 
archaic laws operating in the country. In 
other words, I am appealing to the Federal 
Minister of Justice to initiate such amendments. 

This Ministry should act, in my opinion, 
on the request for an assurance that Chief 
Enahoro will not face, or his case does not 
carry, the death penalty. The Ministry should 
not just leave it for the Prime Minister to 
decide because we do not and we are not 
going to be ridiculed. For example, as res
ponsible as Members of Parliament are expected 
to be, a Member of the British Parliament 
was alleged to have said in Britain, while 
addressing a crowd of his party supporters, 
that he had not much confidence in our 
judicial system. Such allegations, such accusa
tions, such references to our judicial system 
is nothing short of taking Nigeria for granted 
and taking our membership of the Common
wealth for granted. I am strongly appealing 
to this Ministry to do all within its power to 
take us out of the Privy Council, and the 
sooner the Ministry does it the better for 
the nation. 

Finally, may I also appeal to the Ministry 
that Government is expected to have the 
best brains, to employ the best brains in 
Nigeria and pay them well and, therefore, 
we expect Government to win a greater part 
if not all their cases. Any loss of cases on 
the part of Government is in fact a defeat 
certainly not only for the Ministry of Justice 
but also a set-back in the efficiency of the 
Government representatives. 

I beg to support. 
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of Justice (Hon. R. B. K. Okafor): I 
merely want to clear one or two points and 
after that-

Mr D. E. Y. Aghahowa (Benin West): On 
a point of order, the question time this morning 
ended at half past ten. It is now eighteen 
minutes past eleven o'clock and I feel that at 
least we should speak for one hour before the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Justice replies. 
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The Parliamentary Secretary to the it will still be compatible with federalism for 
Minister of Justice : As I was saying, I us to make courts a Federal subject. But 
merely want to reply to one or two points. that will be a matter for consideration at that 
Mter that hon. Members wishing to speak particular time. 
can continue. . . 

I think one of the most 1mportant pomts 
The Minister of Information (Hon. T. 0. 

S. Benson): On a point of order, we cannot 
hear what Lawyer Okafor is saying. 

The Chairman : I do not know Lawyer 
Okafor. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Justice : May I say that the 
hon. Member for Awka Central (Mr Muojeke) 
made a point about the collaboration that 
exists between me and my Minister. Nothing 
can be truer. May I say that all along I have 
been working very well with my Minister, as 
all hon. Members know him to be a first class 
man and a gentleman, and I have been doing 
my little bit to give him every co-operation. 

The same hon. Member also spoke about 
giving my Minister a pack of assignments. I 
am afraid I cannot give him a pack of assign
ments. All I will have to do is to pass on to 
him the important views expressed by hon. 
Members. 

There is another point, that is the question 
of legalisation of gin and recodification of 
Labour codes and so on. Most of these are 
not within the ambit of our Ministry. The 
initiation of views on the various subjects is a 
matter for the various Ministries. It is when 
they reach the draft stage that they come to the 
Ministry of Justice for translation into legal 
language. 

About the Law Report which hon. Members 
complained about, I think it will be ready in a 
few days' time, and it will be circulated to hon. 
Members. 

About the revision of the Constitution, we 
are actually making arrangements for that 
to be done. As the Prime Minister said on 
the Floor of this House several times, some of 
the provisions of our present Constitution are 
getting archaic and are incompatible with the 
present set up in our country. Therefore, 
there is no doubt that in a few months time, 
consideration will start to be given to the 
revision of various aspects of our Constitution. 
It might then be necessary to consider whether 

made this morning is the question of appeals 
to the Privy Council. Last Monday, I made 
it clear to hon. Members that the Government 
is giving very active consideration to this 
question. Hon. Members will realise that 
it is a very delicate issue, and I would like 
hon. Members not to belabour it in view of 
our recent events. But for us to stop appeals 
to the Privy Council, one must also take into 
consideration some of the complications, such 
as what legal institution will take its place. 
These things must be considered. 

My hon. Friend the Member for Orlu South 
East (Mr Akwiwu) spoke about the appointment 
of lawyers to other countries. As a matter of 
fact, lawyers have been appointed and posted 
from this country to Tanganyika and Kenya. 
They have not left the country yet. What the 
Ministry did was to give them appointments in 
the first place and to give them sound training 
in Nigeria, provide them with various aspects of 
law courts procedure and every thing that is 
necessary in order to equip them for the 
assignments before they actually leave the 
country. Those who have been appointed are 
lawyers of good characters and are qualified as 
our ambassadors in those countries. 

About the behaviours of our magistrates and 
lawyers in courts, this is a matter for the Judicial 
Service Commission, and I hope it will be dealt 
with when the time comes. 

About reducing the price of the Law Reports, 
the Minister is seriously considering this 
aspect, and according to him, he is going to 
hold further consultations with other Ministries 
to find out the cost of compilation of most of 
those books before reduction will take place. 
Already, we have serialised the Laws of Nigeria. 
What is happening now is that all Regional 
cases- West, East, North and so on-are going 
to be re-coded in such a way that they are not 
going to be mixed up as before. 

My hon. Friend, the Member for lbarapa 
(Mr Gbolagunte) spoke about the loss of cases 
by Crown Council. This is just a point to the 
credit of our Judiciary that they are so inde
pendent that we the Government believe in 
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the rule of law. As a matter of fact, it is not a 
new thing if a government loses a case. Each 
time the Government loses a case, we take it 
so, and we either appeal to the higher organ, 
or we take the decision. We do not tamper 
with he Judiciary in whatever they do. 

May I thank hon. Members for the beautiful 
things they said about our Law School. As a 
matter of fact, the last session started on the 
16th of this month and about 60 students are 
already there. As I told the House the other 
day, we now have about over 1,300 lawyers 
practising in Nigeria, and about 877 are still 
in various Inns of Court in the United King
dom. We expect that these lawyers will arrive 
very soon to take their various places in our 
legal set up. There are 1,000 Nigerians who 
are our brothers and sisters in the United 
Kingdom who pretend to be doing law. I 
had the opportunity of attacking them when 
they carried placards and everything about 
two months ago. These people are not regis
tered in any Inns of Court. In fact some of 
them are still doing G.C.E. (Ordinary Level). 

There was a case of a young man who stayed 
in England for almost seven years doing law, 
though we know he is not registered in any Inns 
of Court, and just in 1962 he took seven subjects 
in G.C.E. (Ordinary Level). When the result 
came out, he passed only in one subject, and 
that subject is Ibo language. 

May I thank hon. Members for the beautiful 
things said about my Minister. The Attorney
General is a first-class man, as I said before. 
He is full of knowledge. The way he has been 
invited to visit various countries of the world 
is a clear indication that he is capable to run 
the Ministry successfully. The other day he 
was invited to California to render a legal 
advice. 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri South) : The 
Parliamentary Secretary is irrelevant. He is 
not at this stage supposed to tell this House 
the various places his Minister visited. 

The Chairman : Actually the Minister was 
doing State duties and therefore he should be 
praised. 

Mr Okafor : The last point is the one 
mentioned by my hon. Friend, the Member 
for Kaga Marghi (Shettima ALi Monguno) 
about the Produce Bill. As my Minister 
stated the other day, the initiative should be 

taken by the Regional Governments. That 
they never did, but when they did, there was 
no alternative for us other than to assist them 
to enact such laws in the Federal Parliament. 
The question of not holding meetings with 
the Attorneys-General of the Regional Govern
ments does not therefore arise at all. As a 
matter of fact there was a consultative meeting 
with the Attorneys-General. 

The Chairman : Mr Aghahowa. 

Mr D. 0. Ahamefula (Okigwi South West) : 
On a point of order, my name is on the list 
there as one of the people who are to move 
to reduce this Head, but I do not know when 
I will be called to speak. 

Mr D. E. Y. Aghahowa (Benin West): 
The explanation given by the junior Minister 
has really cleared most of the points that I 
wanted to raise, but I would still like to ask 
if the Minister of Justice would consider the 
propriety of getting our laws, which are 
contained in many volumes and are in bits 
and pieces, codified into volumes that are 
easily accessible and easily available to practi
tioners and those who might be interested 
in the profession. Well, I agree that from 
1953 many laws and legislations have been 
passed. As I think, the Minister of Justice 
is equal to the task. He has a number of 
trained staff and it should not take too much 
of his time to collate all these laws and see 
that they are bound together for easy acces
sibility. 

I hear some people talking of certain things 
being unwieldy. It is unfortunate that they 
do not belong to the profession. In the 
profession, easy accessibility is an asset. We 
must easily be able to lay our hands on books 
of authority. For instance, a man may 
say, "I wam an authority on this or I want the 
most recent legislation on that' . He should 
be able to put his hands into the pigeon-hole 
and find what he wants without difficulty. 
This saves labour and time. 

An earlier speaker had spoken of the advisa
bility of federalising the Judiciary. One 
appreciates the difficulties that might be 
encountered in this move, particularly where 
any given situation appears or where there is 
a particular reference in relation to a particular 
Region. I think this difficulty could be 
obviated by getting assessors to sit either with 
the Judges or the Magistrates when any matter 
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which is peculiar to a particular Region is 
being considered. If that is done, I think it 
will go a long way to help the situation, so that 
there need not be any difficulty, either consti
tutionally or otherwise, which makes it im
possible to have a central Judicial system. 

On this score, I think that nothing should 
prevent the native courts of the Regions from 
continuing to operate, but as far as the ranks 
of judges or magistrates are concerned, I think 
it would work for unity to have these matters 
federalised. 

Further, as regards the appointments of 
judges and magistrates, it will be in the interest 
of all concerned if leading members of the 
profession are considered for direct appoint
ment to the Bench, especially if there is an 
expectation on the part of members of the 
Bench, particularly from the magistrates level 
who may some day, some how, expect to be 
made a judge or a Chief Justice of a particular 
Region. Human nature being what it is, there 
may be the desire to satisfy certain elements. 
We must make certain allowances for human 
failings. I think it will help to enhance the 
renowned independence and impartiality of 
our Judiciary if entry into the Bench as judges 
is made directly from amongst practising 
members of the . Bar of a reasonably high 
standard. 

I know I would expect some jabberings from 
certain people if I say that our Parliament is 
modelled on the Westminster pattern ; our 
Government also is modelled on the W estmins
ter pattern. In that case, I am conscious of 
the earlier point of order raised by the Leader 
of the House that anything touching upon the 
conditions of service of the Judges, particu
larly in relation to expenditure, must be by 
way of substantive motion to this House. 
If it is open to Members of this House to 
discuss conditions of service of other sections 
of the civil service like the Police Force or the 
Prisons Department, I say with the greatest 
force of argument that it ought also to be 
open to Members of this House to discuss 
also the conditions of service of members of 
the Bench. 

After all, we cannot expect a very sound 

I think the Members of this House are the 
watch-dogs of the progress and satisfaction 
in the conditions of service of the civil servants 
of this country who, by virtue of their position 
in the civil service, must suffer in silence. I 
am saying that it will be open to this House to 
say something about the conditions of service 
of the civil servants, where they feel that these 
conditions really require to be considered. 

Finally, I will say this again to end my 
argument, that our Government is modelled 
on the pattern of Westminster. We find that 
even in the Cabinet in England, Ministers do 
not normally run the same scale of salaries. 
I think the Prime Minister, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, the Home Secretary, the 
Attorney-General-all belong to different scales 
of salaries. 

I realise, as the Junior Minister has said 
earlier on, that the Attorney-General is some
body who is fully occupied all the time. 
There is no doubting the fact that he is of 
international standing and, in fact, if he came 
into private practice, ten chances to one, he 
would do well. 

I think that a situation where a permanent 
civil servant like the Director of Public Pro
secutions earns more than the Attorney
General is really reprehensible. I would 
seriously commend that to the Attorney
General, although I know, in the circumstances, 
he cannot sing his own praise. 

With those few remarks, I beg to support. 

£278,690 for Head 49-Ministry of Justice
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 50.-MINISTRY OF LABOUR 

Question proposed, That £634,910 for Head 
50-Ministry of Labour-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South) : I rise 
to speak on this Head. 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Zanna the bon. Bukar Dipcharima): 
Shadow Minister of La~our ! Authority on 
Labour ! Labour Leader No. 1 ! 

Judiciary where the people are frustrated, Mr Ekanem : Thank you very much. I am 
where the people are grumbling. But they happy that a Minister has acknowledged my 
have no opportunity of airing their grievance. leadership in Labour. 
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I have so much to say about this Head that 
I wish to seek your indulgence to ramble 
through all its precincts. I want, first of all, 
to deal with a section within this Ministry 
called Factory Inspectorate Division. We 
have a lot of building contractors both foreign 
and indigenous, and the need for trained 
factory inspectors has become increasingly 
desirable. 

If we look through the Estimates of last year 
or the year before, and also that of this year, 
although it is shown under a sub-head-Chief 
Inspector of Factories and Deputy Chief 
Inspector of Factories-! would like to bring 
it to the notice of this House that the present 
Chief Inspector of Factories is an e)j!patriate 
and he is acting, with the result that the 
Deputy Chief Inspector of Factories is also 
acting. The Chief Inspector of Factories will 
soon retire. My information is that the 
Nigerian is not to take that post, but rather, 
arrangements are being made to bring an 
expatriate. 

May I therefore very respectfully remind 
the Minister of Labour of the Government 
policy, namely, that no non-Nigerian, or 
expatriate for that matter, will be appointed to 
any post where a suitable Nigerian is available. 
I say with authority that the Nigerian who is 
now acting Deputy Chief Inspector of Factories 
is a university graduate and has represented 
this country in International Labour Confer
ences-a very competent man. I want the 
Minister to take into consideration the 
Government policy. If it is his ~ntention 
to bring an expatriate to take up the duties of 
Chief Inspector of Factories when a Nigerian 
is available, then he will be going against that 
policy. 

As I said, we need more Inspectors of 
Factories because we have many industrial 
establishments and the lives of the workers 
placed in such industries must be well protected 
by providing safety devices in all factories, on 
all building sites. 

There is also a section in the Ministry of 
Labour which, to vote one penny to that 
section, will be a waste of the country's 
money which could have been applied in some 
useful purposes : that section is the Labour 
Exchange. In England, in all democractic 
countries, even in Soviet Russia where there 

is no forced labour-Labour Exchanges are 
operated in such countries. But in Nigeria, 
Labour Exchange is only a make-believe. In 
England where our labour codes, our labour 
problems and everything pertaining to labour 
are copied, the Labour Exchange is made use 
of by all employers of labour. In this country, 
Labour Exchange just exists to register those 
who are in need of work- job seekers. 

If hon. Members would examine this section 
as I examined it in my spare hours, Members 
will see that the number of job seekers in the 
register is appalling-not necessarily because 
there are no vacancies, but because both the 
employers and the employees and the Ministry 
of Labour do not make the best use of this 
section. In England, nobody employs even 
a houseboy, a gardener or a labourer, or any 
man in any grade of service except through 
the Labour Exchange, with the result that this 
avenue eliminates, in no mean degree, bribery 
and corruption which is rampant in this 
country among employers of labour. I say 
with authority that to allow a Labour Relations 
Officer in any establishment or in any govern
ment department to employ, opens the way for 
bribery and corruption. No boy can be 
employed unless he can provide £20. In the 
same way, no girl can be employed unless 
she has a fine face ; unless she can give a good 
smile, and unless she can agree to accept 
invitation. I say this with authority. In any 
place where Labour Exchange is made the 
best use of, men who are to select candidates 
to be interviewed by any prospective employer 
must be men who are really tested, men of very 
high integrity, and above all, men who are not 
tribalistic in their outlook and mode of life. 

Employers of labour in this country should 
be made to understand that there exists in the 
Ministry of Labour that section called Labour 
Exchange, and a Bill should be brought to this 
House during the next session to make it 
illegal for any employer of labour to employ 
without passing through the Labour Exchange. 
That will reduce the amount of bribery 
rampant among employers of labour, and 
mostly the Labour Relations Officers in this 
country-not only in government departments 
but also in mercantile houses. 

I cited an authority and nobody could refute 
it. All I am trying to bring out is that there 
should be a law in this country, and it is the 
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Ministry of Labour that has got to initiate it, 
in consultation with our Attorney-General, 
to bring in a Bill during the next session of this 
House, to make employment outside without 
passing through the Labour Exchange illegal. 
We have got Labour Exchanges, as I have 
said. The only person who is very highly 
interested in this matter is my respectable 
and hon. Member for Owerri North (Mr 
A. U. D. Mbah). He is a labour authority. 

Another section is what we used to call 
Industrial Relations. A lot of harm has been 
done to this country by this section of the 
Ministry of Labour. 

Dr P. U. Okeke : (Onitsha North Central) : 
On a point of order, will the hon. Member for 
Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) tell this House 
which labour union he represents ? 

The Chairman: Order, order. Member
ship of this House is on behalf of constituencies 
and not for uNions. 

Mr Ekanem: Thank you, Mr Chairman. 
Professionally I am a labour leader ; politically I 
represent in this Parliament not only my 
constituency, but the whole of this country as a 
citizen of Nigeria. 

The Chairman: Order, order. As a 
Member of this House you have an extensive 
interest in the affairs of the country l-ike any 
other Member, but it does not mean that the 
whole country voted you in. 

Mr Ekanem : As I said, a lot of harm has 
been done to this country, to this Government 
and to all the Governments of the Federation, 
by this section called Industrial Relations. 
What do they mean by Industrial Relations ? 
To me, it means the relationship that exists 
between employers of labour and the employees. 
Often times we see a man who has not the 
slightest knowledge of labour matters being 
appointed Labour Relations Officer, with the 
result that where there is any misunderstanding 
between an employer and the employee, he 
mis-directs the employer, because he does not 
know how to handle the affairs and, conse
quently. there are strikes and lock-outs. 

Also, there are employers of labour who are 
the bitterest enemies of organised labour, 
especially in mercantile houses. The Govern
ment of this eountry recognises labour, recog-

nises worker's organisations, and I think it is 
right that the employers of labour in this 
country should be compelled, either by legisla
tion or by any means, always to attend courses 
in industrial relations. This will eliminate, 
in no mean degree, strikes. 

After all, workers of this country often ask for 
better conditions of service. That is not 
increase in salaries. We of this House accepted 
austerity measures. Workers of this country 
accepted austerity measures. When workers 
ask for better conditions of service it is not 
money ; it is the relationship between them
selves and their employers. To haV'e that, we 
must intensify training schemes, open schools 
for employers of labour to be taught what 
industrial relations are. They should be 
taught-no matter whether they think they 
know everything about industry-they do not 
know about labour relations. They do not 
know the relationship between a worker and an 
employer. It is a science by itself. It does not 
require any university degree. One cannot 
read it in any book, it is all by practical ex
perience. 

In some Government Departments we have 
what they call Personnel Managers, for example, 
that which we have in the Printing Division of 
the Ministry of Information. How many times 
have we got strikes or threats of strike in that 
Department ? This is because the man who is 
put there does not know the difference between 
himself and the employer. He represents the 
employer. 

The Minister of Labour is in duty bound to 
make money available to arrange courses for, 
not only workers of this country, but also for 
employers of labour ; there should be lectures 
for them to understand human relations. It is 
very hard for anyone to read this from a book, 
it is only by experience that one can acquire it. 

That takes me to a very boiling question 
which affects mostly the Eastern side of this 
great country, namely the Eastern Region, and 
that is labour in Fernando Po. I went to 
Fernando Po on a Government Delegation in 
1961, and when we came back to this country I 
was expecting a report to be brought to this 
House. However, the result was very 
encouragmg. 

An hon. Member : No, it was not encou
raging. 
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Mr Ekanem : I say it was. After all, the Delegation, but also because I took time as. a 
Member interrupting comes from Nasarawa. labour leader in this country to go and remam 
What interest has he in Fernando Po ? He has in Fernando Po for two weeks to study the 
no interest in Fernando Po, and I am talking as conditions of labour there. 
somebody who is interested ~ ~ernando Po They are not as appalling as are portrayed 
because we have mostly th~ Ib_1b10s, the ~fiks by newspapers in this country. It does not 
and the Ibos, there. My pomt 1s that the 1ssue go to say that even in this country all employers 
I am going to bring up is of vital importance to of labour are the same. In Fernando Po 
the whole of the Eastern Region because those the worst place we can have is Bata ; a place 
who suffer most are my people, the Calabar called Bata in Rio Muni which is very far 
people, and the Ibos. away from our labour office. Our labour 

The number of Nigerians in Fernando Po is officers there are do!ng very ~e~l indeed, I 
very great, many thousands, comprised mostly accept, but for t~e mternal fnctl?n between 
of Ibibios, Ibos, Efiks, including Anangs, and the one who cla1m~ to . be supenor and the 
just very few Cross River people- one he deems to be mfenor. 

An hon. Member : What about the 
Kanuris? 

Mr Ekanem : The Kanuris go there and are 
very big traders I saw them there. Some of 
them own hotels there, they do not work in the 
farms. 

I am happy to say that when I arrived here 
for this session of Parliament, I met a team of 
representatives of the Government of Fernando 
Po coming to revise our Labour Agreement 
with the Government of this country, and the 
agreement was signed by the hon. Minister of 
Labour on behalf of this Government. 

I want that agreement to be made available 
to all Members of this House so that we may 
trace it article by article and see how they 
compare with our conditions of service in 
Nigeria. 

What is the need of sending labour to 
Fernando Po? I will tell the House. It is 
because of lack of employment ; and if a person 
here receives four shillings and six pence a day, 
in order not to feel inferior, in order that this 
country may not be attached to the apron 
strings of Spain, the agreement should be such 
that the salaries and wages paid to such people 
in Pesetas should not be below what is paid to a 
Nigerian labourer in this country. Otherwise, 
we are presenting ourselves as inferior to the 
Spanish Government. 

Again, there have been wild allegations 
about the conditions of service, that they are 
appalling in Fernando Po. I think those 
who have been to Fernando Po will say with 
authority, and what I am saying now is founded, 
not only because I went on a Government 

If the five fingers are not equal in length, 
they at least work together when they all close 
up to hold something firmly together. 

The time has come for the Minister of Labour 
to send a dispatch to the labour officers in 
Fernando Po that the internal frictions among 
them should stop forthwith. It is because of 
this friction that the superior man-he is 
supposed to be Senior Labour Officer-has 
caused one very important and efficient 
member of the staff, to ask for transfer back 
to this country, and we allow that sort of 
thing to happen. 

What are we in the eyes of the Spanish 
Government ? The Minister of Labour has 
got to answer that question. What are we 
in the eyes of the Spanish Government ? 

I was talking about the conditions of service 
of the labourers. When a Nigerian went 
over there, during the pre-independence 
days, there was not much conflict. But to
day, a Nigerian is independent and therefore 
is above discipline. He is too big to obey. 
"My country is independent", he says, and he 
will no longer tolerate a master. That is 
very wrong. 

Another point I want to bring up is that the 
houses-what they call houses, if they are 
really houses-provided for the labourers 
in some places in Fernando Po are not fit for 
pigs, the pigs we have in Vom, to live in. 
These houses provided for some of the Nigerian 
labourers in some farms are not at . all good 
enough for our pigs, how much more for 
human beings. 

Does that make well for the good name of 
the great and independent Nigeria ? The 
answer is certainly and emphatically, No. 
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Therefore, whoever signed the Agreement 

must see that the provision of standard build
ings for our labourers is embodied in that 
Agreement, to portray the dignity of every 
individual of this country. Otherwise, if 
that is not done, the Government should stop 
sending our people to Fernando Po. Mter all, 
the Minister used that as an avenue to find 
jobs for our boys. May I respectfully say 
that if such a thing is not stopped, if the 
conditions of service for our boys there are not 
comparable with the conditions of service of 
labourers in this country, it is nothing less 
than finding a dumping ground for citizens of 
this country who may, by inference, be con
sidered as surplus people. 

Another thing is that a part of the wages is 
paid to the boys in Fernando Po and the 
remaining part is kept in Nigeria so that when 
a man comes back he collects the remaining 
part in Calabar. Is the Minister of Labour 
aware that there has been a lot of corruption 
in Calabar where these monies are being paid 
out to the labourers ? 

An hon. Member : The Member for 
Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) should withdraw 
that. 

Mr Ekanem : I am not going to withdraw 
it, in fact, I am going to substantiate it. 

There is somebody in Calabar who sits 
down in his arm chair ; he does no work and 
he is very·well paid by this Government. He 
claims to represent the Federal Government 
and he goes on stealing the poor labourers' 
money, and I challenge anybody who says he 
has not heard of this case to come out and 
say so. These labourers work in Fernando Po 
under rain and sun and when they come 
back here they do not see their money. The -
Minister of Labour should investigate and 
bring to book whoever is responsible for this 
and make him receive the highest punishment 
which can be meted out to him. The Minister 
should please transfer immediately all his 
staff in the Labour department in Calabar to 
another place. They are corrupt and I have 
no apology to offer for that, because I come 
from Calabar and I have the facts in my 
possession. 

Another thing is the indiscriminate issue of 
certificates for people to recruit. People who 
are to be given certificates to recruit must be 

men who are sincere. Anybody may regard 
me to be a tribalist, but it is wrong to give a 
certificate to a Y oruba man to go and recruit 
labourers in the Eastern Region. 

An hon. Member : What is wrong with 
that? This is one Nigeria. 

Mr Ekanem : Yes, that is what the hon 
Member will say because he comes from 
Yoruba land. I say this practice is wrong, 
and we should stop it. 

Another thing is that before a labourer is 
sent away from this country the Minister of 
Labour should be perfectly sure that that 
person has paid his income tax for the year 
within which he is about to leave the country, 
because many people run to Fernando Po, and 
in order that the Recruitment Officers may 
swell their pockets they aid the tax evaders by 
recruiting them to go to Fernando Po and 
contrive to receive a part of the money they 
could have paid as tax. When they get this 
money they put it in their pockets and allow 
the boys to go to Fernando Po with the result 
that the revenue of this country is reduced. 

One other point I would like to mention 
concerns strikes and lock-outs. I have no 
apology to offer to those big trade union 
leaders who take up trade union work only as 
a means of living. I know that the Newspapers 
are going to carry me in a bad light for this. 

An. hon. Member : Is the hon. Member 
afraid of them ? 

Mr Ekanem : What is my fear in that ? 

The cause of strikes in this country is never 
entirely on the shoulders of the workers 
themselves, but is, in many cases, on the 
shoulders of the leaders of the trade unions, 
because they believe that by agitating, by 
declaring trade disputes, and by calling out 
men on strike, their salaries will be forth
corning. I will not blame them very much for 
this hecause their body and soul must be kept 
together. Moreover, I think that the worst 
employers of labour in this country are the 
workers themselves. There are many trade 
union leaders in this country who can sacrifice 
everything, and who can work for two or three 
years without pay in the interest of the workers. 
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Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East): Can the people amongst the dock workers who did not 
hon. Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) take part in the recent strike and these people 
do that ? are being used as scape goats and have been 

Mr Ekanem : Of course, I have worked free 
for some trade unions in this country and 
the hon. Member for Owerri East (Chief Abii) 
can check that up. 

According to an authority like Sir Vincent 
Tewson of the British Trade Union Congress, 
strikes should be the last weapon to be used 
by any real and shrewd Trade Union Leader. 
There are other avenues open, we have very 
many more avenues like negotiations, arbitra
tions and persuasions to get through any 
demand by trade union leaders rather than 
strikes, and I am only crying on the Floor of 
this House because of the appalling daily 
strikes in this country. 

Who is to blame for these strikes ? It is the 
Minister of Labour, and I will show hon. 
Members why he should be blamed. He has 
in the Regions certain people whom he design
ated as Principal Labour Officers. Now, under 
the law one cannot send one's demand direct 
to the Federal Minister of Labour; one can 
only endorse it to him for his information. 
What happens in the Regions is that when 
there is any demand, the Labour Officer, who 
already knows about this, will sit down there 
and not take immediate action until the patience 
of the men becomes exhausted and it becomes 
impossible for the leader of the Trade Union 
to arrest their impatience. 

Now, what we want is that the Labour Code 
or the Labour Ordinance should be amended 
in such a way as to enable the Minister of 
Labour or the Commissioner of Labour here in 
Lagos to take immediate steps in direct con
sultation with the Trade Unions concerned 
in any of the disputes without having to pass 
through his Regional "Deputy or Deputies", 
called Principal Labour Officers, who may be 
having only administrative ability and not 
trade union ability. 

I have in mind an incident which happened 
in Lagos recently. There is a lot of wuru wuru 
going on. There were two sections ; one 
favoured the strike and the other was against it. 
The Minister of Labour, his Parliamentary 

dismissed simply because they did not take 
part in the strike action, and the Minister sat 
down without investigating it. I am calling on 
the Minister to investigate whether these 
allegations are true or not. 

An hon. Member : The Minister of Labour 
is not here. 

Mr Ekanem : If the Minister is not here, 
his Parliamentary Secretary is here. 

Another information in my possession is that 
as a result-

The Chairman : Order ! I do not know 
when the hon. Member proposes to wind up. 
He has spoken now for 28 minutes. 

Mr Ekanem : When we discuss labour 
matters, we must realise that it is the life blood 
of the Government of this country and I would 
like to ask for the permission of the Chairman 
to extend my time and I think the House will 
agree with me. 

Sev:eral hon. Members: No, no. 

Mr Ekanem : I am made to understand 
that because a certain section of the workers 
refused to go on strike, not only were the men 
used as scape goats, but their leaders too were 
being used as scape goats, and the Minister of 
Labour sits down hands folded. The Parlia
mentary Secretary also sits down here hands 
folded. I want the Minister to investigate 
whether it is true that those who did not take 
part in that strike are being used as scape goats. 
In any event, such a strike should have been 
auested if we had real labour relations in that 
place. 

The last but not the least of my points is that 
the Trade Union Ordinance or the Labour 
Ordinance in this country is out of date and 
we want a new one. 

The Chairman : Order ! I am afraid that 
under Standing Order 32 the Chair has no 
power to extend time. Standing Order 32 too 
does provide for extension of time but that is 
in the case of a principal Mover of a Motion, 
not in circumstances such as this. Mr Ekanem, 
therefore, has one minute in which to wind up. 

Secretary, the Labour Officer, all sat down hands Mr Ekanem : In conclusion, I am suggest
folded, until the position became aggravated. ing that the Labour Code Ordinance, the 
Now, my information is that there were certain Trade Disputes Arbitration Ordinance and so 
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on are all very old. Therefore, a Bill should 
be brought to this House to amend all these 
Ordinances in such a way as to make it auto
matic for employers of labour to recognise all 
trade unions already recognised by the Govern
ment of this country. Any Trade Union 
whose registration has been authenticated by 
the Government and the certificates issued to 
them should be automatically recognised by 
employers of labour. 

May I say that it seems to me that the 
Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of 
Labour has not been made proper use of. 
He has not been able to answer questions and 
my information is that the Permanent Secretary 
there finds it difficult to give him jobs to do 
and I ask that sufficient job should be given 
to him to do. 

I beg to support. 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : It is 
rather unfortunate that from time to time the 
Minister of Labour has been absent from the 
House on Government duties. Last time 
when we were discussing his Ministry he was 
sent to Tanganyika. This time again he has 
been sent to London for the wedding of 
Princess Alexandra of Kent. 

The Chairman : Order ! I am sure the 
hon. Member is aware of the principle of 
collective responsibility so that whatever 
points are made at least in addition to what
ever else are contained in the Hansard, the 
Minister and his officials can take care of these. 
I do hope this point should be left alone. 

Mr Mbah: I appreciate your ruling, Sir, 
but at the same time we would like to see him 
here to listen to us. In the Estimates you 
will find that the Minister of Labour has not 
been allowed a free hand to run that Ministry. 
There are other external factors which have 
been militating againsc the activities of the 
Minister of Labour. Take for instance the 
question of sports. We have provision here 
for the Nigerian National Stadium of £12,500. 
Now we have reached the stage in our indust
rialisation when importance should be attached 
to the Ministry of Labour and when the 
Ministry of Labour should be divested of all 
petty assignments. What I want to say is that 
sports should be removed completely from 
the hands of the Minister of Labour so that he 
can devote more time to labour problems. 

We do not want next year to see in the Esti
mates anything about sports or the stadium 
being related to the Ministry of Labour. The 
Sports Commission should take full control 
and accept full responsibility for sports and 
leave the Minister of Labour alone to do his 
duty to the workers, the Government and the 
country. 

The other point I want to make is about 
conventions. The country, before the attain
ment of independence, was obliged to follow 
conventions ratified by the United Kingdom 
Government, but ever since we became 
independent we have been responsible to the 
I.L.O. and we are bound as a Government to 
ratify international conventions without refe
rence to Britain. There are some conventions 
which this Government ought to ratify, and I 
just want to mention one of them which I 
referred to in the course of my speech during 
the past week, and that is the 1935 I.L.O. 
Convention on a forty-hour Week for Indust
rial workers. 

This is very really essential because there are 
variations in the number of hours worked by 
industries in this country. These things are 
not regulated. In the ancillary and private 
sectors they are expected to do forty-five 
hours .a day, but we are all living witnesses to 
the fact that these private companies do not 
respect either the provisions of the Wages 
Board or Orders-in-Council, or even laws 
relating to hours of work. 

In regard to Syrians, or even to Leventis 
or the S.C.O.A., their workers can work from 
the morning to any time and their conditions 
of service are not regulated, nobody cares 
about them, the Minister of Labour is lenient. 
Even the penalty in law for contravention is 
so small that they can even ignore the whole 
thing or infringe the law with impunity. I 
think that the time has come when the Minister 
of Labour should adopt a firm hand because 
these people are fellow Nigerians. We cannot 
allow them to be exploited when they have 
their own Government to protect their interest. 
They have the Minister of Labour who is 
charged with responsibility for regulating these 
conditions in the private sectors. Something 
has to be done about these private firms working 
on blank cheques, even though there is a law 
to check them and no body enforces it. 
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[MR MBAH] 
A Labour Inspector might be sent there 

to go and inspect. He returns to make a 
report saying that things are bad in these 
companies and nothing is done to arrest the 
situation. It is the same story from year to 
year. Why cannot the Minister of Labour 
take a firm stand against these private employers 
of labour? 

The Federal Government is the largest 
employer of labour and we expect other 
employers to follow the example of the Govern
ment. But if they feel that they can flout 
the law and get away with it I think the Mi
nister of Labour has to tell us why the situation 
should be like that. 

I do not want to refer to wage rates because 
I have said that in some of the private sectors, 
even though there is regulation, they pay less 
and work their employees harder. This is 
really a very big challenge and I do not want 
us to come here next year to continue to repeat 
this very case. 

The other point is the question of unions 
in these private sectors. In Government 
Department it is understandable because there 
is a clear policy about recognition of unions. 
But these private sectors have stubbornly 
refused even the formation of unions. Last 
week a Member of the Opposition raised the 
case of a foreign company somewhere at 
Apapa, which has threatened its workers that 
any attempt to form a union would lead to a 
sort of punishment. Of course, the Prime 
Minister, in the course of his speech, informed 
the hon. Member that he had got no facts 
about that company. These are cases that 
should attract the attention of the Minister of 
Labour. 

I have not got the particulars with me now, 
but I shall be able, when I get them to pass 
same to the Minister of Labour to do some
thing about it. 

In their own countries, these people are 
compelled to obey the laws of the land but 
here, if we have a Labour Code, if we have 
provisions allowing for the formation of unions, 
it is the policy of our Government to encourage 
the growth of trade unions, yet there are firms 
which will not allow their workers to organise 
unions so that they cannot agitate for a rise in 
pay or improvement in their conditions of 
service. I think the Minister of Labour 

should do something about this thing. Some 
of the directors of these firms tell you openly to 
do whatever you like. I have met some of 
them. They tell you to go and meet the 
Minister. They give the impression that 
they have the Government in their pocket. 
It is most unfortunate that a director of 
a company will tell you to go and report 
to anybody you like. They use words like : 
"Nothing will happen ; do whatever you 
like !" It is an insult to the integrity of 1his 
Government. I think such employers should 
be dealt with severely and we hope the Minister 
of Labour will not give us cause to come here 
again to talk about these firms. 

The other question is about the automatic 
recognition of trade unions. Once a union 
has been registered under the Ordinance, I 
think it should be given automatic recognition. 
There is no point in delaying recognition 
after six months after advertisement in the 
Gazette and there is no protest from any 
quarter. The employer would even tum 
round and refuse to give recognition to such a 
union or even try to nominate the secretary 
and all that. That is why we are having a 
quarrel with the Minister of Labour. 

Another serious issue is the question of 
foreign aid to unions. The time has come 
when we have to be very honest with ourselves. 
I have been very careful on this subject and I 
do not want to go far into it. But I think we 
have reached a stage in this country when 
something has to be done about foreign aid 
to the Trade Unions. We have two well
known camps-those who belong to the 
International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions and those who belong to the World 
Federation of Trade Unions. One is said to be 
pro-W est, the other is said to be pro-East and 
these fellows have their interests in Mrica. 
But I am very sorry that some of our labour 
leaders have given the outside world the poor 
impression that we must bring down here 
either Mr Khrushchev or Mr Kennedy to run 
our own affairs for us or that these leaders of the 
East and West are more acceptable to them 
than their own leaders in Nigeria. I do not 
accept that. We have our Balewa, our Azikiwe, 
our Okpara and other nationalists here who 
have done much for us and who can still do 
more for "\JS. We should therefore not give 
the world the poor impression that, unless we 
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go with the red label or we go with the Ame
rican Yankee we cannot do anything in Nigeria. 
This is belittling our country abroad. 

These foreign countries are engaged in an 
ideological battle in the belief that whoever 
wins Nigeria wins Africa. The result is that 
foreign countries continue to give our trade 
unions money. If these money had been 
used for advancing the econirnic lot of the 
workers I would not bother. But it seems to 
me that some amount of political flavour is 
being put into this money that is given to our 
trade unions. 

With your permission, Sir, I will quote a 
portion rela.ting to the recent dock strike to 
substantia~e my ; argument. I quote :-The 
letter is from Nigerian Dockers Transport and 
General Workers Union. 

Facts at our. disposal reveal that the sum of 
£4,000 (four: thousand pounds) was received 
from the Eastern bloc but the Council's General 
Secretary only admitted the sum of £500 as the 
amount he received from the Eastern bloc. 
The £4,000 was allocated as follows :- £500 
(five hundred pounds) to each of the ports. 
The council in their bid to arrange for the strike 
sent a strong delegation to the provinces and in 
it they included some people to impersonate in 
the name of our union, the Nigerian Dockr.1rs 
Transport and General Ttf!orkers' Union. 

Finally, !wish to state here that the strike 
was called for the following reasons :-

(a) To discredit our e.xistence in the docks. 

(b) To fulfil the Council's assignment in 
training the minds of the workers towards the 
formation of a Labour Party. 

(c) The nucleus for the labour party, it is 
assumed by the Council, should be a com
bined force of both the Railway and the 
dock workers organisation. 

Now this letter is from a responsible union, 
because I want Members to know the facts that 
led to the strike. One can see that money sent 
from abroad is not really meant to help the 
workers economically. But some of this money 
is directed towards political objectives. It is 
really unfortunate that some of the trade union 
leaders devote more time in trying to pursue 
these political ideologies and political objectives 
rather than improving the lot of the unfortunate 
workers. 

Again, it is really difficult for some of us to 
persuade the workers to stop worshipping their 
misfortunes because these very people who 
collect this money tell us all sorts of stories 
with the result that the sincere and honest 
leaders who are willing to help are side-tracked 
because someone has got money from abroad 
which he can use recklessly. I think the time 
has come when the Government should do 
something about it. 

I am not saying that money from abroad 
should be stopped but at least the Government 
should be able to check and control this money 
and to make the Central Labour Organisation 
give account of this money that the unions 
receive from abroad, filing a return on how they 
spent this money. This is really very essential. 
By doing this, we can know where we are going. 

There is the other question of amendments 
to the Labour Code. As my colleague the 
Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) has 
mentioned, there is need for the Labour Code 
to be amended. As I said early this morning 
in the course of an interjection we have in the 
Labour Code a provision whereby five people 
could form a union. Now, this has led to 
what is called splinter groups in a union. The 
Nigerian Railway alone has got eight trade 
unions. They can merge together. Some of 
us prefer industrial classification, that is 
unions belonging to one industry having one 
single union. But because of the poor posi
tion of the law five people could form a union. 
One finds unions springing up here, there and 
yonder. If a member of a union disagrees 
with the leader of his union, he collects five 
people and forms a union. This is a real 
problem and I think some unions are begin
ning now to realise the importance of amalga
mation based on industry. 

We only hope the Minister would give us his 
full encouragement on this. 

When one looks at the provision for the 
Labour Department one will find that the 
Minister of Labour last year provided for 26 
Labour Officers and 22 Labour Inspectors. 
The same provisions are made this year. If 
one goes to Fernando Po one will find two 
Labour Officers and two Labour Inspectors. 
The same provisions are made this year. In 
other. words the Minister of Labour has either 
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(MR MBAH] 
refused to see the reason for an increase in the 
number of Labour Officers and Labour Inspec
tors or that the Minister of Finance has refused 
to give him the money to increase his staff. 

Now, many industries are springing up 
everywhere so that the need for having more 
Labour Officers, more Labour Inspectors and 

· more Labour Offices becomes more acute 
and more important. I do not see the reason 
why the Minister of Labour should continue 
to be stagnant with his quota of Labour 
Officers and Labour Offices. There must be 
need for expansion in the Labour Department 
and this leads me also to the question of 
promotions in that Department. 

Many Labour Officers have left the Depart
ment in disgust because of lack of prospects 
of promotion. The Permanent Secretary who 
was a Labour expert has left for the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. We are only fortunate 
that the present Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Labour used to be a well-known 
trade unionist and he has gone there to assist 
them. I wonder what would have happened if a 
novice had been sent there. But it is not 
enough. His activities have to be supple
mented by people who are well trained and who 
understand the intricacies of labour matters. 

Labour matters are not matters that we 
can just handle carelessly. One has to handle 
them with the greatest caution. I am therefore 
asking that next year we would like to see the 
provision for more Labour Inspectors and 
more Labour Officers. Even in 1961 they 
told us that in Fernando Po, due to the in
adequacy of staff and due to the lack of 
transport, they could not travel far into the 
bush to see the workers. 

We are complaining of maltreatment in 
Fernando Po, it is true. I was there in 1961 
and I saw things myself. Some employers 
who live near Santa Isabel are better than those 
of them who live far away in Rio Muni which 
is far away from the township. The result 
is that these labour officers have not got cars 
to take them about and some of the Nigerian 
labourers are not seen for two years by Labour 
Officers. 

What do we think will happen ? The 
labourer may have been imprisoned and 
nothing happened. When we got to Rio Muni 
we discovered that a man who was imprisoned 
had to pay for his feeding while in prison. 

The result is that when he came out from 
prison he would be working. He might have 
to work for another 18 months without pay 
because already the cost of feeding him had 
been calculated and he had to pay it back when 
he came out of prison. The Labour Officer 
could not trace him to find out what was 
happening. I think there is need for Govern
ment to increase its quota of Labour Officers 
and Labour Inspectors not only here but also 
in Fernando Po. 

In Fernando Po in particular I will request 
that they should give them more cars so that 
these people can move about from time to 
time and go and see what is happening right 
in the interior. Still on this question of 
Fernando Po, in the report we submitted last 
year we made adverse comments on a few 
employers we considered to be notorious. 
We concluded in Fernando Po that Nigerian 
labour should be withdrawn forthwith from 
these bad employers where we found our 
people being treated as beasts. We found ten 
or twelve people in a room. There are good 
ones, but there are many bad ones, and that is 
why we say that the agreement should be 
revoked because, under the agreement with 
Fernando Po, we reserve the right to withdraw 
or to refuse to allow our labour to be taken by 
any particular employer who is too bad or who 
contravenes the law. 

The Spanish Authorities will prosecute them 
and fine them in court and, even after their fines, 
the Spanish employers still continue with their 
atrocities. The Minister of Labour should 
withdraw our labour from these particularly 
notorious employers because we have been 
belittled. The sovereignty of the country is 
suffering, our sovereignty is being ridiculed if 
we continue to allow our people to be treated 
like chattels in a foreign land. 

There is also the question of the Labour 
Exchange. My Friend the hon. Member for 
Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) dealt extensively 
with this point. When the Labour Exchange 
was introduced we were all very happy and we 
thought that we were going to progress. Now, 
take a place like the Niger Bridge at Onitsha 
where the Labour Department and the Dumez 
Company have co-operated in the recruitment 
of their workers. Things have been going on 
smoothly there, nobody complains. If Dumez 
says that they want three carpenters the Labour 
Department will send about ten carpenters 
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who are registered with them. They will say
Go to Dumez-then Dumez will test them 
and take the best three. That at least elimi
nates corruption or minimises it. Why cannot 
other employers do that ? 

Even the representatives of the Federal 
Government in the Regions do not want to 
co-operate with the Minister of Labour in 
making the Labour Exchange work. Big 
employers of labour have refused to do that, 
with the result that these workers are exposed 
to "Shylocks," and corrupt officers in various 
Departments are duping them. I think that 
the Federal Government should put its foot 
down and ensure that Labour Exchanges 
throughout the country must receive the 
support of Federal Government representatives 
or Federal Government Agencies. We would 
then be able to prevail on other big employers 
to co-operate with the Labour Department in 
making the Labour Exchange work. That is 
the practice all over the world. 

There is also the question of a report I received. 
About two years ago, we passed the Provident 
Fund Bill but my information to-day is that 
in the Western Region the Provident Fund is 
not in practice. I have got telegrams from 
workers in the Mid-West area of Warri com
plaining bitterly of the non-application of the 
provisions of the Provident Fund Scheme. 
I want an explanation from the Minister of 
Labour or his representative as to why the 
Provident Fund Scheme is not in practice in 
the Western Region, particularly in the Mid
West. It is no use passing legislation and the 
Minister sits down or his staff sits down without 
trying to do something to enforce it. Perhaps 
they are doing their best but their best is not 
enough. Something has to be done about this 
Provident Fund. I do not see why some people 
should apply it and others do not. 

I have said sometime ago that we need a 
lawyer in the Labour Department. With all 
the Industrial Legislation and Factory Ordi
nances, it is no use sending a layman to the 
courts. Although he might have elementary 
training in the particular law prevailing in that 
sphere yet we really need a lawyer who can 
go to court and be able to prosecute those who 
contravene the law, whether it be the Factory 
Ordinance or the Labour Code Ordinance. 
There should be a lawyer attached to the 
Ministry of Labour for that is the practice 
in other countries. 

I said that some years ago. Whether the 
Minister accepts it or not, that is the practice. 
He should go out and see what is happening 
elsewhere. When we lose a case it is either 
that we have a bad case or that we did not make 
a good case when presenting the facts in court. 
There is a limit to what a layman can do in 
court. · 

I will now speak on trade union education. 
In the Estimates, we have £7,000 provided 
for subvention to trade unions. The same 
amount appeared last year. That shows that 
in spite of what we are saying about trade 
union education the Minister is doing little or 
nothing about it. Workers are inclined to 
follow any clever man who can tell them that 
this and that is the truth, and they follow him 
sheepishly just like that. We must give workers 
some education and let them know their rights 
and the conditions prevailing in their res
pective industries. Then they will be able to 
tell when a leader is trying to mislead them. 
The truth is that ignorance is causing a lot of 
havoc in this country, not only among the 
workers but also among the people. The 
general intelligence of the average Nigerian is 
not as high as it should be because of the 
general lack of education. Trade union educa
tion is very essential. 

Mr E. 0 . Ifezue (Orlu North) : On a point 
of order, trade union education is the respon
sibility of the trade union movement and not 
that of the Government. 

Mr Mbah : I will say that it is a joint res
ponsibility of both the trade unions and the 
Government. At one time, Government used 
to offer scholarships to our labour leaders to 
go to Ruskin College, Oxford or elsewhere. 
We are told that Ruskin College has now 
become a ground for Communist indoctrination 
and, therefore, those going to Ruskin are 
inclined to return as Communists. What about 
other countries ? Why should Government 
continue to work on a £7,000 subvention? 

The Chairman : The hon. Member has 
spoken for twenty-eight minutes. 

Mr Mbah: Thank you, Mr Chaitman. 
My appeal is that the Minister of Labour 
should do something about trade union 
education and offer scholarships to universities 
in Nigeria and abroad. 
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[MR MBAH] 
The last point I want to make is about 

the relationship between employers and employ
ees at the present moment. This relationship 
is in a state of nervous tension because the 
workers themselves feel dissatisfied due to 
certain utterances we are making. We have 
been told' here that nobody should talk about 
wage increases. What about rent control ? 
The Lagos Health Bill is expecting a worker 
to pay something out of his meagre salaries. 
He is already paying for the Provident Fund 
and under the check-off system he is also 
having deductions made from his salary for his 
union, and yet nobody cares to talk about 
wage increases, and when we talk people say : 
"Eh ! you have not come here to champion 
the cause of workers." 

My only appeal is that Government is bound 
· to look into the wage structure in this country 
with a view to reviewing it. Government has 
to control rent, at least they should start with 
Lagos. Rent control in Lagos is imperative. 
If Government begins to do these things then 
the wage earners will begin to feel that after all 
•hey are not entirely left out, something is 
heing done. 

I am saying these things with all sense of 
responsibility. Nobody wants trouble in Nige
ria. We want a peaceful country and we can 
only get a peaceful country if we have peaceful 
intentions, if we are peaceful in our perfor
mance: and we take the interests of all and 
sundry into consideration in all activities of 
Government. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister oflnformation (Hon. T. 0 . 
S. Benson): Many of the points raised by hon. 
Members were fully covered when the Minister 
of TJabour made his Budget Speech. 

Mr A. Opia (Aboh): The Minister of 
Information is not the Minister of Labour 
and, therefore, he cannot speak for the Ministry 
ot Labour. 

The Chairman : Order ! That is none of 
the hon. Member's business. 

The Minister of Information : The hon. 
Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) made 
many points. It is not true that the Parlia
mentary Secretary to the Minister of Labour 
is not being used. He is, in fact, the Chairman 
of almost all the Advisory Committees in the 

Ministry of Labour and he is responsible to the 
Minister for matters connected with Social 

. Welfare in Lagos. The present Parliamentary 
Secretary has done much useful work-and is a 
good Parliamentary Secretary-for progress in 
the field of youth organisations. 

An hon. Member : Why should the 
Minister begin reading from the bottom. 
He should start from the top. 

The Minister of Information : My hon. 
Friend, the Member for Enyong South 
(Mr Ekanem) also made mention of lectures for 
trade unions and under Sub-head 78, Head 50, 
hon. Members will see that there is a subven
tion for £7,000. 

Mr J. A. Yacim (!gala North West) : On a 
point of order, is it nat too early for the Minister 
to reply to points raised on an important 
Ministry like the Ministry of Labour which 
has so many divisions ? In fact, only two 
Members have spoken on that Ministry, and 
the Minister is now replying. 

The Chairman : Order ! It is a matter of 
convenience. 

The Minister of Information : As I said, 
the hon. Member's attention is invited to 
Sub-head 78 of Head 50 entitled Trade 
Union Education. There is a subvention of 
£7,000 provided there. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem : On a point of order, the 
Minister has just mentioned £7,000. May I 
know what the figure was last financial year ? 

The Chairman : That is a question. 

The Minister of Information: Now, the 
hon. Member also said something about the 
Chief Inspector of Factories. The post was 
formerly held by an expatriate who has since 
retired. The post has since been advertised, 
but it is hoped that a Nigerian should occupy 
the post in the near future. 

He also spoke of the post of Deputy In
spector of Factories. The holder of this post, 
who is also an expatriate, has retired. A 
Nigerian is now acting in the post. 

An hon. Member : Cannot the Minister 
find a Nigerian to fill the post substantively ? 

The Minister of Information: Well, 
somebody has first got to act. But hon. 
Members can be assured that the two posts will 
eventually be filled by Nigerians. 
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With regard to the matter of corruption, if 
my hon. Friend can substantiate his allegation 
the Minister will look into it. 

Mr Ekanem : Will the Minister go to 
Calabar and see things for himself ? 

The Minister of Information : Yes, I 
mean the question of corruption in the hon. 
Member's home town, Calabar. 

Mr Ekanem : There is a case now in 
Calabar where a Labour Officer embezzled 
the labourers' money. 

The Minister of Information : All I want 
the hon. Member to do is to give the parti
culars of this case of corruption in his home 
town Calabar to the Permanent Secretary, 
and he will look into it. 

Mr Ekanem : The Permanent Secretary 
knows everything about it. The case is now 
in court .. 

The Minister of Information : The hon. 
Member for Owerri North (Mr Mbah) spoke 
about the Sports Council. The purpose of 
the Sports Council-Lagos and National-is 
explained in the memorandum in the Estimates, 
page 286. The Minister of Labour is res
ponsible to the House for his relations with 
the Sports Council. 

With reference to the Employment Exchange, 
referred to by the Member for Enyong South 
(Mr Ekanem), I realise the anxiety of Members 
on the little use to which the Employment 
Exchanges are put by employers. We are 
doing everything possible to rectify the position. 
It is nat a solution to introduce legislation 
compelling all employers to use the Exchange 
Offices. We cannot do that. 

Mr Ekanem : But it is done in England ? 

that in this way employers 'Nill be induced 
to use the Exchanges more than at present. 
The Board for the Federal Territory will 
start to function early next month. I am sure 
the hon. Member is happy about that. The 
Boards for other areas will be set up as soc n 
as arrangements can be completed. 

With reference to the point raised about 
Fernando Po, I do not intend to say much 
about it. The House is aware that a new 
agreement has . been negotiated between the 
Federal Government and the Government 
of the Spanish Territory on the recruitment 
of Nigerian workers for work in Fernando Po 
and Rio Muni. As has already been reported 
to the House by the Minister of Labour, 
the new agreement contains improved condi
tions and will be formally signed early in 
May. This agreement will therefore, I hope, 
be published and Members will have the 
opportunity of knowing the contents. 

The Minister of Labour is doing very useful 
work in that Ministry and I do hope that if 
any hon. Member has a complaint, he will 
walk straight into the Ministry and lodge his 
complaint instead of coming to the House to 
raise ·SO many points which could have been 
dealt with by the Minister. 

Mr Ekanem : I have not condemned the 
Minister. 

Question put and agreed to. 

£643,910 for Head 50-Ministry of Labour
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 51.-NATIONAL PROVIDENT FUND 

£112, 990-N ational Provident Fund-ordered 
to stand part of the Schedule 

HEAD 52.-MINISTRY OF LAGOS AFFAIRS 

Question proposed, That £1,271,220 for 
Head 52-Ministry of Lu.gos Affairs-stand 
part of the Schedule. The Minister of Information : It may 

happen in England, but we cannot do it here. 
I have told the House that the Government Mr L. J. Dosunmu (Lagos Central): I rise 
cannot introduce legislation to control the to support the provisions of the Estimates in 
employers of labour. It is not possible at all. respect of this Head, and in doing so, I would 
As an alternative, it has been decided to apfoint like to make one or two remarks. Some 
an Advisory Board on Employment 'Nhich time ago, it was announced in this House that 
will be composed preponderantly of employers the Federal Government secured the services 
in every locality where there is an Exchange. of an expert from United States to conduct 
This Board will review, from time to time, an enquiry into the Planning of Lagos. 
the procedure for recruiting unemployed That has been done for some time and it 
workers through the exchange. It is hoped is amusing that the Government has not 
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[MR DOSUNMU] 
released the report of this expert on town 
planning. Allied to that question is the 
problem that is facing us in Lagos. The 
matter has now assumed such a great proportion 
that it is necessary that an immediate halt 
be called to it. 

A considerable amount of money has been 
spent by the Government in planning Lagos. 
A considerable amount of money has been 
spent by the Federal Government in planning 
Lagos, but we see that sincere efforts are not 
being made by the Government to work 
strictly in accordance with the programme. It 
will sadden you, Mr Chairman, to hear that 
areas marked out for residential buildings are, 
without any ceremony, converted into petrol 
stations. Unless immediate action is taken by 
the Government, Lagos will cease to be a 
Federal capital city, but a city of petrol stations. 
This is a very serious situation. 

An bon. Member : But we have petrol 
stations in London. 

Mr Dosunmu : Well, not indiscriminately 
as we have them in this country. For instance, 
along Awolowo Road, that is the road leading 
to Ikoyi, almost at an interval of a hundred or 
two hundred yards, we have petrol filling 
stations. This is a very serious matter. The 
matter is so important and the views I am 
expressing here represent the views of the 
entire community of Lagos and, if I may say so, 
the generality of the Nigerian public. 

South-West Ikoyi has been specially planned. 
Certain areas are owned for building purposes 
and other areas are owned for other uses. 
What would annoy anybody is that areas 
owned for residential plots are quickly given up 
to some people who are interested in turning 
them into petrol stations and within a day or 
two a petrol station would be found on each 
site. This is not only disgraceful, but it is 
also ruining the planning of those areas. 

What is, perhaps, more saddening is that 
we know that in Lagos there are three autho
rities responsible for the planning of Lagos. 
The three authorities are the Lagos Town 
Council, the Lagos Executive Development 
Board and, on top of them all, the Ministry of 
Lagos Affairs. Enquiries have revealed that 
there are cases where the L.E.D.B. or the 
L.T.C. itself would refuse to grant permits for 
develo in a site as a oetrol station but for 

one reason or the other, the Minister of Lagos 
Affairs would choose to set aside this opinion 
and order that these areas should be used as 
petrol filling stations. 

I do not want to sav that the Minister is not 
interested in the deve'lopment of Lagos, but I 
do not think I am putting it too harshly if I 
say that Lagos people cannot be grateful to 
him for this apparent and reckless disregard 
of official opinion. 

It is not only this, and these things do not 
only happen at Awolowo Road. At Clifford 
Street and Herbert Macaulay Street we find 
that Mosques have been destroyed and petrol 
stations erected in their places. Also along 
Herbert Macaulay Street, areas that the local 
authority, the Lagos Town Council had 
declared as unsuitable for any building pur
poses whatsoever, where dumping is till 
going on, have been given to some private 
individuals to be used as petrol filling stations. 

I am certain that all these things that are being 
done, are being .done against official advice and 
I think that the Minister ought to assure this 
House that these indiscriminate approvals being 
given to those who want to build petrol stations 
are genuine. I, together with two or three 
others who are representing Lagos in the 
Federal Parliament, have had the opportunity 
of discussing this matter with the Minister. 
This matter concerns us primarily and also 
concerns all the Members on both Sides of this 
House as Nigerians. We all have a great 
amount of disappointment aboul it. Through 
you, Mr Chairman, I would implore the 
Minister to look into this matter seriously and 
see that he does not ruin Lagos by making 
Lagos a petrol city. 

I again turn to the question of how the 
Minister is discharging his duties as the 
Minister who is responsible for the Lagos 
Town Council. You will be amazed, Mr 
Chairman, to hear that since the last election 
into the Lagos Town Council last October, it 
has been well-nigh impossible for the Action 
Group which won the election and is in control 
of the Council to carry out the statutory duties 
of the Council due to unjustified interference 
from the Ministry of Lagos Affairs. 

One would expect the Minister to hold the 
balance evenly between the Action Group and 
the N.C.N.C. and in the discharge of his duties 
as the Minister of Lagos Affairs, one would 
expect a greater amount of impartiality. 

(1024) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

2019 [Appropriation (1963-64) 24 APRIL 1963 Bill : Committee] 2020 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus- Action Group won the election into the Lagos 
try : On a point of order, the Minister respon- Town Council difficulties have been put in the 
sible is neither an Action Grouper nor an way of the Town Council to such an extent that, 
N.C.N.Cer and, as such, he holds and even although the Action Group controls the Lagos 
balance and discharges his duties with impar- Town Council, the N .C.N.C. still controls the 
tiality. educational policy of Lagos. This is owing to 

the intervention of the hon. Minister of Lagos 
Affairs. Mr Dosunmu : I will give instances of his 

actions to justify the assertion that I have made. 
Invariably, a party that is in control of the 
Lagos Town Council also virtually has the 
control of the Lagos Municipal Transport 
Service, because the L.M.T.S., for short, is a 
creation of the Council itself, it is financed by 
the Council and it is a Board created by the 
Council. In effect the Chairman of the Lagos 
Town Council is, by virtue of that office, the 
Chairman of the L.M.T.S. 

The position is such that all parties in the 
Lagos Town Council are represented in the 
management of the L .M .T.S., and for this 
reason we have a situation where the N.C.N.C. 
and the Action Group are there in proportion 
to which they are represented in the Lagos 
Town Council. So, until the last election, the 
Chairman was the N .C.N.C. Chairman of the 
Lagos Town Council and we have two other 
N .C.N.C. men and one Action Grouper on that 
Board of Management. But since the Action 
Group got into power in the Lagos Town 
Council, there have been directives from the 
Minister that the position should remain as it is. 

That is not fair enough and there is no 
justification for it whatsoever. The Minister is 
depriving the people of Lagos of the fruits of 
the victory which was won by the Action 
Group. Delegations have been led to the 
Minister on this matter but it is amazing that up 
till this moment, he has not been able to right 
the wrongs. The people have even asked for 
the intervention of the Prime Minister on this 
matter, but it seems to me that the Minister is 
very tardy in carrying out his duties and doing 
what is the proper thing he should do. 

This is not all. The Lagos Town Council is 
also responsible for local education or primary 
education in Lagos and, through the far-sighted
ness of the Minister of Education, all responsi
bilities relating to primary education have been 
given over to the Lagos Town Council. As 
such the composition of the Lagos Local 
Education Committee reflects the party in 
power in the Lagos Town Council. Since the 

The Chairman : Order ! It is now one 
o'clock and sitting is suspended till three 
o'clock. 

Sitting suspended : 1 p.m. 

Sitting resumed : 3 p.m. 

Mr L. J. Dosunmu : The next thing is the 
question of plots in Lagos. It is the policy 
of the Ministry not to consent to outright 
assignments of plots of land originally leased 
to Nigerians to foreigners. What they do is to 
agree to a sublease of any plot of land allocated 
to a Nigerian for a maximum period of fifty 
years. There may be something to be said in 
justification of that policy because I think that 
the Government does not want the whole of 
Lagos to fall into the hands of aliens. But it 
would strike you, Mr Chairman, that the 
Ministry itself, in many cases, allocates plots of 
land outright to aliens for a period of ninety 
years. 

In one breadth the Minister prevents 
Nigerians and rightly, too, from assigning 
their interests to non-Nigerians, but by some 
means hon. Members find aliens holding leases 
for a whole period of ninety years, and they 
hold their direct leases from the Government. 
I think the Minister of Lagos Affairs has to 
explain to us the reason for this kind of attitude. 
If the policy of the Government is that no 
aliens should hold land we should stick to that. 

We frown against freehold ; we have even 
frowned against aliens holding land for a whole 
maximum period of ninety years. The Govern
ment should in no circumstance grant outright 
leases of ninety years to non-Nigerians. I 
would even go so far as to say that it is very 
wrong for the Ministry to allot residential plots 
of land to non-Nigerians. It is quite different 
in the case of industrial sites or warehouses. 
Those are very necessary for the purposes of 
industrial development, but there can be no 
justification for the Government to allot 
residential plots to non-Nigerians. 
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[MR DosUNMu) 
If they come here to establish business and 

there are industrial plots of land, it is all well 
and good and we may grant to them. But in 
no circumstance should Government give them 
residential plots. Residential plots of land are 
given to citizens who are in need of them, and 
when these citizens erect buildings on them, 
they can lease them to the foreigners. But it 
will be too much not only to give them in
dustrial sites on which to erect their factories 
but also to give them residential plots of land. 
I sincerely urge the Minister henceforth not to 
allot residential plots to non-Nigerians. 

The next point I would like to dwell upon 
is about the provision in the Estimates regard
ing the Federal Land Registry. It would strike 
you, Sir, that the rule nowadays is that depart
ments are expanding, but the contrary is the 
case in respect of the Land Registry : they are 
contracting. One has only to go to that office 
to find that the whole office is cramped ; 
officers are ahnost sitting one on top of the 
other. Whereas offices are expanding, some 
of them are moving right and left, some of 
them have acquired new office accommodation 
so that the staff can work in a commodious 
atmosphere, the Land Registry is getting 
congested. Under that atmosphere one cannot 
expect the best from the officers concerned. 

Secondly, hon. Members would notice that 
the establishment has remained what it was 
for many years. I notice some small increases 
in the staff : where there used to be one officer 
it has been increased to two, but the fact is that 
the volume of work that is being undertaken 
by that department is so big that it is necessary 
to increase the establishment substantially. 
New areas of land are being declared for com
pulsory registration of title and that makes it 
doubly necessary that the staff should be 
substantially strengthened. 

Not only should the propects of the officers 
serving be as rosy as in other departments, 
but there should also be room for early pro
motions to justify efficiency and good work. 
However, one notices frustration in that depart
ment. Officers, apart from increments, hardly 
get promotions. I urge the Minister kindly 
to look into the present states of affairs in 
that branch of his Ministry because it is not 
good for commerce that documents should 
be left in the Registry for registration and 
for upwards of SL'< months documents are 

not returned. In fact, one would not normally 
expect the officers there to perform magic. 
If there is plenty of work to do and the number 
of officers to do the work is small certainly the 
output is bound to be small and the reaction 
of the public would not be a very pleasant one. 

If there is any place where expedition is 
required in the performance of duties, it 
is in the Land Registry. It might be neces
sary for one to use one's documents for the 
purpose of transacting some business in the 
banks, but when one lodges them there and 
one does not have them returned to one as 
early as possible, one has justification for 
grumbling. . 

I shall end up by appealing to the Minister 
of Lagos Affairs to show more concern for 
us in Lagos. 'Ve Lagosians are as much 
Nigerians as Alhaji Ribadu and Chief Festus 
Okotie-Eboh, and we want to feel that we are 
wanted in this Federation. It is quite true 
that we have social services, but we feel that 
of all the good things which come with indepen
dence of this countrv, we have not received 
our fair share. · 

Hardly would one find any indigenous 
Lagosian serving Government in any reasonable 
capacity. In the appointment of Board mem
bers, the authorities hardly think of Lagos 
people at all. In the a ward of contracts, 
Lagos people are not considered. We only 
feel that >ve should be given our fair share. 
When there are appointments and we 
want Nigerians to take them up, we should 
not confine ourselves to people who come from 
the Regions. Lagos is our own Region. 
In appointing members to Boards and all such 
highly placed positions-

Mr D. D. U. Okay (Port-Harcourt) : On a 
point of order, it is very difficult for us to 
know who are Lagosians and those who are not, 
Some people come from Ikorodu and claim 
that they are Lagosians. 

The Minister of Information (Hon. T . 0 . 
S. Benson): We are the same. 

Mr Dosunmu : Yes, it is difficult for those 
who come from the Eastern Region to know 
those who are Lagosians, but it is certainly 
not difficult for the Minister of Defence 
(Alhaj£ the hon. Mohammadu Ribadu) who is a 
Chief of Lagos to know. 
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The Minister of Finance : On a point of 
order, the Minister of Foreign Affairs (Hon. 
Jaja Wachuku) was at one time the Onikoyi 
of Ikoyi and yet he is from the Eastern Region. 

Mr Dosunmu : I would like the Minister to 
stand in for us Lagosians more than he is 
doing at the moment. 

An hon. Member : Lagos belongs to 
everybody. 

Mr Dosunmu : Yes, Lagos belongs to every
body, but we Lagosians want to feel that 
we are also Nigerians. 

Finally, I urge again on the Ministry to 
publish as early as possible the recommenda
tions of a gentleman who came from-

Mr J. 0. Ede : (Idoma North) : The hon. 
Member for Lagos Central (Mr Dosunrnu) 
wants the whole share for himself. 

Mr Dosunmu : As I was saying, the Minis
try should publish as early as possible the report 
of the gentleman who came from the United 
Nations to advise the Federal Government on 
the question of replanning Lagos. It is very 
necessary. The tripartite authority which we 
have at the moment, the Lagos Town Council, 
the L.E.D.B. and the Ministry of Lagos Affairs 
should be harmonised somehow. 

I am sure that was the subject on which the 
gentleman was invited to advise, and we are 
anxious to know what the position is. 

On that note, I shall end by supporting the 
provisions under this Head. 

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aba Urban) : I beg to 
support this Head of the Estimates- Lagos 
Affairs-and to congratulate the Minister of 
Lagos Affairs for the efforts he has made so far 
to improve conditions in our Federal Capital. 
Despite our limited financial resources, our 
Federal Capital is showing a considerable sign of 
improvement. I think this is something all 
Nigerians should be proud of. Our Federal 
Capital should serve as a showroom for the 
nation, although in this respect I am not 
suggesting that the whole money of the Federa
tion should be spent on Lagos alone to the 
detriment of other important towns in the 
Regions. 

I would further like to congratulate the 
Minister for the present traffic arrangement in 
Lagos. I think that at present there is a lot of 
improvement. Congestion has been considera
bly reduced and there are no more long queues 
of cars along the streets of Lagos. The 
Minister should also make necessary arrange
ments to stop lepers, blind men, lame men, and 
generally, beggars from moving along the 
streets of Lagos. Some of the foreigners who 
come here are only interested in presenting this 
country in bad light to the outside world. 
They are more interested in taking photo
graphs of these unfortunate men in our society 
than in taking photographs of Members of this 
Parliament and other notable men in Nigeria. 

Turning to the planning of Ikoyi, I have to 
say that all necessary steps should be taken to 
replan that particular area of Lagos. The 
present arrangements made for accommodation 
at Ikoyi were made when the expatriates-our 
former colonial masters-were here and Ikoyi 
was then simply planned for their own benefit. 
Now that congestion is the order of the day I 
think the best thing that Government should do 
is to replan Ikoyi and make more plots for 
building houses available to indigenous Nige
rians. 

The hon. Member for Lagos Central (Mr 
Dosunmu) has made a statement to that effect. 
Government should no longer allot plots to 
aliens. I think it is short-sightedness on the 
part of the Government to allot important 
strategic positions to aliens. If one looks 
along the Marina, one will see that plots, 
buildings and some places of strategic impor
tance are allotted to foreigners. Before any 
piece of land is allotted to a foreigner, the 
Minister must take into consideration the 
security of this nation. The countries of 
origin of some of those who now occupy these 
important places may one day turn to be 
enemies of this country. If these foreigners are 
allotted land at strategic points and places very 
near to the sea, we might wake up one day to 
find that enemy ships have deposited some 
ammunitions at these places and declared war 
on us. I think the Government should look 
into this very seriously. 

In Ikoyi, as I have said earlier, so many 
acres of land are lying there unused, · whereas 
there is congestion all over Lagos. The 
former plan made by the Federal Government 
to clear slums in Lagos should continue 
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because, in Lagos to-day, there are some 
living houses that are not worthy of human 
habitation. Government should see to it that 
work on the Slum Clearance Scheme proceeds 
without further delay. 

Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East): On 
a point of order, I do not want the words "slum 
clearance" to be used because Prime Dosunmu 
will once again say that the work will be done 
over his dead body ! · 

Mr Okoronkwo : This country belongs to 
all of us and Lagos is the Federal Capital of 
Nigeria. Lagos does not belong to any one 
tribe or any particular town in the whole of 
the Federati\)n. Therefore, I would like the 
Minister of Lagos Affairs to take note of what 
I am going to say now about the L.E.D.B. 
The L.E.D.B. is a very important organ, 
established by the Federal Government to 
cater for the interests of all Nigerians in Lagos 
and not one particular town or tribe. 

There is a lot .of corruption in the L.E.D.B. 
and I am therefore calling upon the Govern
ment and the Minister to set up a commission 
of inquiry into the affairs of the L.E.D.B. I 
am sure that if this is done a lot will be revealed. 
In the whole L.E.D .B., with a staff of about 
500, only four are non-Yorubas. 98 per cent 
of the people there are Ijebus. I have said 
earlier on that this is not a matter for tribalism 
and I would like hon. Members to take note 
of what I am saying. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (Mr S. Lana) : The bon. 
Member for Aba Urban (Mr Okoronkwo) is 
not speaking the truth . 

Mr Okoronkwo : The Parliamentary 
Secretary (Mr Lana) seems to have no con
stituency now and I am sure that he will not 
come back here after the next election. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Lagos Affairs (Mr E. T. Qrodi): 
I think it is very unfair for Members to attack 
people who have not got the opportunity to 
reply here under the excuse of parliamentary 
immunity. It is very untrue to say that the 
L.E.D.B. is corrupt and that appointments are 
made there on the basis of tribalism. 

Mr Okoronkwo : I would like the Parlia
mentary Secretary (Mr Orodi) to take note 
if he is the one who is going to reply, and 
make his points when he replies. 

I have said earlier that 98 per cent of the 
staff of the L.E.D.B. are I jehus and that I want 
the Government to investigate the matter. 
The Federation of Nigeria is for all of us, 
it is not for one particular tribe and it will be 
very unfair for any son of Nigeria who is 
elevated to the top in order that he might 
cater for the progress of Nigeria to begin to 
cater for the progress of a section alone. That 
is why I am asserting in this House that there 
is nepotism, tribalism and favouritism in the 
L.E.D.B. 

There is also a lawyer who is a member of 
the staff of the L.E.D.B. who has accumulated 
a large sum of money in one of the American 
banks in Lagos, irrespective of what his salary 
in the L.E.D .B. is. I would like the Govern
ment to investigate this and see if this money 
saved with the American bank is part of the 
salary of this lawyer in the L.E.D.B. When 
vve say that there is corruption in this country 
we do not expect people put in positions of 
trust to be corrupt. 

The Minister of Finance : On a point of 
order, I am not quarelling with my bon. 
Friend, the Member for Aha Urban (Mr 
Okoronkwo), but I would like him to exercise 
some restraint in attacking officials who are 
not directly represented here and who thus 
have no opportunity to defend themselves. 

Mr Okoronkwo : I will take the advice of 
the Minister of Finance, but I am still calling 
on the Government to investigate the affairs 
of the L.E.D.B. 

It will interest hon. Members to know that 
in the L.E.D.B. if a member of the staff 
resigns his appointment and goes to London, 
after spending about a year or two in London, 
when he returns to Nigeria he will still go back 
to the L .E.D.B. even on a higher post than the 
one which he resigned without the post being 
advertised. I feel that this should be investi
gated. If we are working towards one goal, 
if we want the solidarity and unity of this 
country all these bad practices should dis
appear. When the expatriates were here and 
were employing people in different depart
ments, they were not employing people 
because they were related to anybody. 

An hon. Member has said on the Floor of 
this House once that if a Y oruba man is at the 
head in any department the whole place will 
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be filled up with Yoruba people ; if an Ibo The Chairman : You are indicating that 
man is at the head, the same thing will happen. you are a tribalist. 
We do not want all this type of thing to con-
tinue. 

I now come to the question of distribution of 
plots. We have heard of cases of officers who 
collect money from their relations and sell 
Government plots to them even before the 
plots are advertised. I think that if we really 
want the progress of this country, the Govern
ment should institute a Commission of Inquiry . 
into the affairs of the L.E.D.B. If all these 
things are investigated we shall be able to 
know whether those people who are placed in 
positions to manage the affairs of the L .E.D .B. 
and other places like that, are honest or dis
honest. 

The next point is the award of contracts 
to people to build houses. It will interest 
l\1embers to know that contracts are also award
ed on tribalism. Out of the 546 contracts 
awarded to people to build houses in Lagos, 
only 2 were awarded to non-Yorubas. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (Mr S. Lana): On a point 
of order, the other day a Member raised this 
question of tribalism and he was ruled out, 
but the hon. Member for Aba Urban (Mr 
Okoronkwo) has all along been talking of 
Yorubas. I want to say that this man is an 
advocate of tribalism. We also have seen 
places where Ibos have been monopolising. 
If he goes to the Ports Authority and the 
Railway Corporation he will see that these 
places are filled up with Ibos. 

The Chairman : I think these comments 
on tribalism should stop. 

Mr Okoronkwo : If this is investigated it 
will be found that out of the 546 contracts 
awarded by L.E.D .B. only 2 went to non
Yorubas. Does it mean that other Nigerians 
did not apply ? 

Chief D. A. Ogunleye (Ede Ejigbo): On 
a point of order, I am sorry that despite the 
ruling of the Chairman, the hon. Member 
for Aha Urban (Mr Okoronkwo) still insisting 
on tribalism. This will not help this country. 
I think it is advisable that he stops making 
statements like this. For instance in the 
Electricity Corporation of Nigeria, almost 
everybody there is Ibo. 

Mr Okoronkwo : I have enumerated some 
of the irregularities in the L.E.D .B. and I am 
now calling on the Government to investigate 
this and report to the nation. We all belong 
to Nigeria and I feel that we should all have a 
share in all the good things in Nigeria. Lagos · 
is our Federal capital and it is for all of us. 
At present I am in Lagos and I have taken 
Lagos as my home. 

Now, Mr Chairman, some of the officers, 
as I said earlier, have accumulated so much 
wealth at the expense of the people in Lagos 
and I am appealing to the Government to 
check closely the accounts of these men 
and I now will drop this matter so far. 

Some hon. Members who spoke in the 
morning made mention of rent control in 
Lagos. I think it is time the Government 
tried to meet the workers of this country at 
least half way by controlling rents in Lagos. 
That will enable workers to save more money. 
Almost everybody to-day is in sympathy with 
the workers in Lagos. Some of them live 
very far away from their places of work because 
of the high rentage in Lagos, and if we really 
want progress something must be done to help 
the workers. As regards buildings put up 
in this country for workers as a result of slum 
clearance and congestion in Lagos, Govern
ment should see to it that workers are made 
not to pay so much before houses are allotted 
to them. 

I beg to support. 

Mr S. A. Babatunde (Ilorin Central) : l\llr 
Chairman, you know I am not given to long 
speeches. As soon as I have my points and 
I make them, I sit down. 

First of all, I have to congratulate the 
Minister of Lagos Affairs for his keen interest 
in the Lagos Town Council. He has put his 
eye on the Lagos Town Council very well. 

My second point is the distribution of plots 
in Lagos. I will not subscribe to the point 
that we should not give plots to aliens. I 
remember an Oba of Ibadan (Abasi) who used 
to give land to anybody whether he was a 
stranger or not. He said that his children 
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would inherit such land. For instance, any 
building built in this Lagos will never be taken 
back to Australia or New Zealand. 

Ten chances to one, many of these people 
crying for plots have no money to build substan
tial buildings. That is why I say that land 
could be given to these aliens. Had this 
Minister not been an Hausa man, a lot of 
havoc would have been done in Lagos. 

Mr A. Opia (Aboh): The hon. Member for 
Ilorin Central (Mr Babatunde) is an Hausa man, 
he is not a Y oruba man. 

Mr Babatunde : I subscribe to the idea of 
the Minister of Finance that even though we 
have immunities, we must exercise some 
restraint. 

In my town, Ilorin there is a match factory, 
and some Europeans complained a few weeks 
ago that the Nigerian Government allowed 
them to establish a match industry here but 
the Government has never tried to experiment 
on our timber. The result is that they are 
importing timber for matches from the United 
Kingdom. As circumstances would have it, 
one of the men asked me to come to see his 
plan and the things he showed me included 
Nigerian timber which he wanted to experiment 
upon to see whether it would be good or not. 
That is why we should talk only about what 
we know. We should not only accept but also 
examine things so that we will not come here to 
talk nonsense. 

Another point is to urge the Minister of 
Lagos Affairs not to forget that we are anxious 
to get Lagos boundary readjusted. We should 
not say we want to do this because God has 
put this Government in our hands but we 
should take it back to where it was before the 
Action Group Government interrupted it. I 
am not asking for more or less but to extend 
it to the usual place. 

I beg to support. 
Chief D. A. Ogunleye (Ede-Ejigbo): 

Many Members have talked and they have 
asked questions on the distribution of land in 
Apapa, Surulere and the Island of Lagos. 
All I need to add is to urge the Ministry to see 
that all the freehold and leasehold agreements 
are in order and that they are strictly followed 
in order to bring money into the purse of the 
Government. 

On this point, I want to say that all our 
Federal Ministers should be warned about the 
distribution and acquisition of land in Lagos. A 
member of the public one day asked me whether 
it was true that a Minister is having about five 
square miles of land at Apapa. I told that man 
that I was not aware. In any case what I want 
to bring out is that our Ministers should know 
that they are not mean people and that the eyes 
of the public are on them and that whatever 
they do in this respect will affect all of us. So, 
we should try to check our greediness in 
acquiring land. 

I have some words of praise for the Minister 
of Lagos Affairs in the way he has made it 
possible for the Lagos Building Society to have 
grants. It really impressed me very much 
because the money so given and so spent is not 
money wasted. When foreign visitors come to 
Lagos we always take them to important places 
where there are modern buildings ; we do not 
take them to places where there are poor houses 
like Moloney Street or Isale Eko. 

The Minister of Information (Hon. 
T. 0 . S. Benson): Mr Chairman, I would like 
to help the hon. Member for Ede-Ejigbo (Chief 
Ogunleye), in order to make the Hansard look 
sensible when it is read anywhere. Does the 
hon. Member mean five square miles or five 
acres of land ? I want to know because the 
whole of Apapa is not up to five square miles. 

ChiefOgunleye :The Minister should have 
asked that question when I was on the point. I 
was trying to say five acres of land. I was 
trying to talk on the Lagos Building Society. 
When visitors come to this place we always take 
them to where there are nice, beautiful build
ings. We do not take them to places where we 
have poor houses. This shoWs that we must 
take cognizance of modern buildings when we 
want to talk of how progressive a place is. 
Besides, the best and easy way by which people 
can own a house is through the Building 
Society. To-day, building has become an 
investment of capital. It is difficult for an 
individual to save thousands of pounds. Such 
lump sum could be released to anybody who 
wants a loan and a regular repayment be made 
later. In this case, the Nigerian Building 
Society holds an honoured place among the 
many avenues open to all regular savers and 
investors. There is also provision for saving 
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and investments for all citizens who desire to 
save money for one purpose or the other. Truly, 
investment made with the Societv, therefore, 
offers an attractive return with full security on 
the capital. The Nigerian Building Society 
encourages all of us to have savings-deposit 
account, savings for education, for marriage or 
holidays and for Ileya or Christmas ceremony. 
Such a Society should be properly financed by 
the Government. Any heavy amount given to 
the Society is an investment in this country. 

There is one snag in the Society, however. 
The fact that the activities of the Society should 
be limited to Lagos area alone is sufficient to 
require the Ministry of Lagos Affairs to warn 
the Directors to rescind their decisions. We 
do not all live in Lagos. Besides, we do not 
help the country when we concentrate on 
developing Lagos alone. As much as the 
Society has a customer whose source of income 
will make easy repayment, such a person 
should be considered, irrespective of where 
the house should be built. 

Another snag is the fact that the Society has 
got a branch in Eastern Nigeria, whereas the 
West and the North have none. "What is 
good for the goose is also good for the gander." 
We do not speak of one Nigeria in this case. 
If we say one Nigeria it means then that all 
developments will be one-sided and people 
will not talk ! I want to urge that as soon as 
possible, branches of the Society should be 
built in Western Nigeria as well as in Northern 
Nigeria. I want to urge too that the Govern
ment should provide sufficient funds for the 
Society in order that people may be able to 
build more houses. 

something might likely happen. Members of 
the public were telling me that that had been 

. happening everyday on that spot. One of the 
members of the public (I do not know whether 
he was aware that I am a Member of Parliament 
or not) said to me, "Look here, gentleman, 
instead of spending £65,000 to stage boxing 
tournament in Nigeria, will it not be advisable 
that such money be spent on constructing a 
proper road in order that this traffic jam might 
be reduced ?" I did not say anything. 
I think it is high time the Ministry of Lagos 
Affairs did something about it. The same 
thing happens on the railway crossing on 
Mushin road. I want to urge that the Ministry 
of Lagos Affairs should do all it can to help to 
improve Lagos, because it is our Federal 
Capital and things should be made easy and 
nice for almost every class of people. 

Many people have spoken about the L.E.D.B. 

One hon. Member spoke about traffic 
arrangement in Lagos. I want to urge the 
Ministry of Lagos Affairs to take particular 
care and see that on all important places 
where traffic congestion is so heavy, arrange
ments should be made to minimize or to 
reduce such congestion. The railway crossing 
at Oyingbo is one example. One day, I was 
passing from there to Apapa and it happened 
that the train was going to cross. We had to 
stay there for about 35 minutes ! What 
surprised me was the heavy traffic and the 
many people who were waiting on either side 
of the railway crossing. It was so heavy that 
I became afraid that before all of us could pass 

I do not want to sav much here, but I think that 
if anything is wrong in a department, Members 
should get up and talk straightaway on what 
actually happened in the department, and not 
to talk on tribalistic points. For instance, in 
other Corporations or other Departments, 
when you go there you may have some people 
from a tribe more than others. That does not 
mean that we should get up on the Floor of this 
House and start mentioning a particular tribe. 
Mter all, we have been preaching the gospel of 
unity. Unity cannot come by itself alone. 
We must work for unity. It is for us to work 
for it. We can work for unity through our 
sayings, actions and certain things that we do 
not take notice of, not just coming here to say, 
"There you have Yorubas, there you have Ibos" 
It will not help us at all . If something is wrong 
we have ample chance of declaring directly 
what was wrong in that place. Therefore I 
want to urge that whenever we get up to talk, 
let us beware of the way we talk. Mter all, 
many people are listening to us in the Radio and 
through the Newspapers. Our commentaries 
are being read all over the world. It will not 
help us at all. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : I have to 
congratulate the Minister of Lagos Affairs on 
what he has done in the circumstances. I 
think, any one who is really versed in Lagos 
affairs will ha'Ve nothing but praise for the 
present Minister. 
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My learned and hon. Friend the Member for 
Lagos Central (Mr Dosunmu) said certain 
things about things he knows nothing about at 
all. I can concede to him that as an Ikorodu 
man in his own right, he spends part of the 
time in Lagos, like me, and part of the time in 
Ikorodu. He has talked about the L.E.D.B. 
I had expected a Member of Parliament of his 
stature to know what he was talking about before 
he talked. 

With the permission of Mr Speaker, I would 
like to quote to this House a section of the 
Lagos Local Government Act which was passed 
since the hon. Member for Lagos Central (Mr 
Dosunmu) was a Member of this honourable 
House. 

Section 9A "the Minister may make 
regulations prescribing or providing for-

"(c) the establishment of a board to be 
known as the Municipal Transport Board for 
the purpose of administering the transport 
service by the council." 

The position is that the right given by law 
to establish the L.M.T.S. is in the Minister 
and, luckily the Member for Lagos Central 
was a Member of this House in 1959 when 
that law was passed. The whole story is 
that in 1958, when the Member for Lagos 
Central (Mr Dosunmu) was a Member of the 
Lagos Town Council and the Council was 
being controlled by the Action Group party 
under Chief Adeyemi 0. Lawson (who has 
since left them), the Action Group controlled 
Lagos Town Council did what was illegal. 

· They purported to form a Board which they 
called the L.M.T.S. Board, which had no 
legal backing and which, throughout their 
tenure . of office in the L .T.C. remained so. 
It is not good to come to the Floor of this 
House and blame the Minister for wanting to 
legalise what is illegal. 

All actions brought against the L.M.T .S. 
in the Law Courts have failed because the 
L .M.T.S. constituted illegally by the Action 
Group is an entity unknown to the law. Now 
the present Minister, Alhaji the hon. Musa 
Ya' Adua, is trying to constitute the Board and, 
unlike one Minister in the-

Mr L. J. Dosunmu : I want my hon. 
Friend to be honest enough to tell the House 
what his party did when they were in power 
between 1959 and 1962. 

Mr Ogunsanya : We are not in Court, 
we are in Parliament now. I will be very 
honest about all this. When we took over 
in 1959 October, we therefore asked for the 
right thing to be done. 

Mr Dosunmu : What did the N .C.N.C. 
do? 

Mr Ogunsanya : The hon. Gentleman 
was not there ; he had left the Lagos Town 
Council. Except upon hearsay, he did not 
know what was happening there. The Minister 
is carrying on the normal enquiry to form a 
constitution for Government actions. For 
the last few weeks we have been quarrelling 
about a Bill upon which the people were 
never consulted; that is by the way. The 
L.M.T.S. Board is being re-constituted by 
the hon. Minister under the powers conferred 
upon him by section 9 (a) of the law. 

The Member for Lagos Central also spoke 
about the Education Board. Not only as an 
old Member of this House, but also as a senior 
member of the bar, the hon. Gentleman should 
realise that appointments under the Education 
(Lagos) Act are vested in the Federal Minister 
of Education and not in the Minister of Lagos 
Affairs. The real crux of the matter is that 
when the hon. Gentleman's party won the 
election last year on the issue of tribalism, 
they asked all the Federal Ministers to remove 
N .C.N.C. members on various Boards through 
the L.T.C. before their terms of office had 
expired. That party tried to remove our 
member in the E.C.N. Board. This member 
was only appointed in July 1962, for a term 
of three years. There is history behind that. 

\1\Then we took over the Government of the 
Lagos Town Council in 1959 Chief A. 0. 
Lawson was a member representing the 
Lagos Town Council on the E.C.N. Board. 
What did he do ? His tenure of office was 
not due to expire until 1962. We left him 
alone and Chief Lawson remained a memoer 
until 1962. What did the Action Group do ? 
They tried to make the Minister of Mines and 
Powergive-

Mr P. E. Ekanem: May I respectfully, 
Mr Chairman, refer you to section 26 (2) 
which says: 

"A member shall confine his observations to 
the subject under discussion and may not 
introduce matters that are irrelevant thereto". 
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We are not here to wejgh the pros and cons of 
each Government or the activities of any party 
that controlled the Lagos Town Council in 
the past or at present. The issue is, matters 
affecting the Lagos Town Council now and 
not affecting any past or present Action Group 
member or any N.C.N.C. or N.P.C. member. 

The Chairman : It appears to me that the 
Member for Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya) is trying to 
give reasons why he should praise the Minister. 
Maybe he has gone a long way, but that is a 
fact. 

Mr Ogunsanya : There has been a wild 
allegation by the Member for Lagos Central 
(Mr Dosunmu) that the Minister of Lagos 
Affairs is not giving the L.T.C. controlled by 
the A.G. a chance and I am proving that they 
are the people who are wanting to continue 
their usual illegalitY and that the Minister of 
Lagos Affairs is merely trying to tell them that 
in Lagos people do not do things that way. 

They are also grumbling that the bon. 
Minister of Lagos Affairs refused to remove 
members of the Tafawa Balewa Square Mana
gement Committee. Why did the Member for 
Lagos Central say that we have not given them 
a chance ? His boys would have told him the 
whole truth. They tried to do that and the 
Minister merely stated that these men have 
been appointed for a period of time. When 
their term of office expires they can do whatever 
they like. The same thing applies to the Lagos 
Education Board. 

Now, with regard to the Lagos University 
Teaching Hospital, some of us stand up here 
and talk about Lagos Affairs. We know what 
we are doing. The hon. Gentleman's party 
worked through some pro-Action Group 
officers in the Ministry of Health and, before 
the Lagos Town Council did anything, they 
sent to inform them that the control of the 
Lagos Town Council had changed, and that 
they must now change the Board membership. 
That is not the work of the officials ; that is 
how they smuggle people illegally into the 
Lagos University Teaching Hospital. We have 
seen to that. 

Now, a lot has been said about this. There 
is no doubt that there is a general dissatisfaction 
on the question of allocation of plots, but in 

the main this is not the fault of the 
Minister. I think that if one looks into the 
problems clearly one will find that the facility 
for the assignment of plots is too wide. There 
are a number of Nigerians who have been 
given plots but I do not want to give their 
names ; but when we are in Parliament we 
should be bold enough to speak the truth. 
Very many Nigerians have been given plots 
because they applied for them ; but the next 
minute they sell the plots in the open market, 
whereas distinguished Nigerians like Members 
of Parliament and others who should have had 
these plots get nothing. (Laughter). 

I said a few minutes ago that there was a 
Member sitting by me who has applied for a 
plot several times but has not got one. I do not 
think that that should be the position. 

Mr J. D. Odebunmi (Egba North) : I 
think that if anybody on the Floor of this 
House makes a statement, that statement could 
be refuted. But these frontal, personal attacks 
cannot help us at all. I think any statement 
can be refuted without any frontal personal 
attack. It is against the Standing Orders. 

The Chairman : I do not think that the 
Member for Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya) is attacking 
the Member for Lagos Central (Mr Dosunmu) 
who, I can see, is looking very cheerful. No 
doubt the atmosphere has been cordial so far. 

Mr Ogunsanya : Then, there is this issue of 
plot allocation. This is where there is some
thing that the Government should clearly look 
into. I do not think there is any blame on the 
Minister at all. 

A lot has been said about Lagosians not being 
given this or that. I would stand against any 
attempt by anybody to try to bring in tribalism. 
Whether a person is an Ibo or Y oruba or Rausa, 
anywhere at all, such a person should be 
considered wholly and solely on personal 
merits. (Hear, hear). 

I would say that in this issue it is no use for 
men like my hon. Friend, the Member for Lagos 
Central (Mr Dosunmu) saying that individuals 
should be given preference or this or that. As 
far as we are concerned, we do not believe in 
this priority treatment, and that was why, the 
other day, I stood up on the Floor of this House 
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to say that wherever we are in Nigeria, Nige
rians should be considered as Nigerians and no 
more. I know it is going to take a long time to 
preach this doctrine against the issue of triba
lism. Incidentally, whenever a man is deficient 
in qualification, he wants some sentimental 
support and so he takes to the side and talks of 
tribal this or that. We should not encourage 
such a person at all in this country. 

The L.E.D.B. has been in effect the most 
controversial Board within this Federal struc
ture for some time. But I think that the bon. 
Minister has really done a lot within a couple of 
years to try to do his best. I am not saying that 
the position is perfect. I am not saying that at 
all, but rather I am saying that with the 
co-operation of all the parties concerned here, 
things will be much better. It is no use 
everytime we start attacking the L.E.D.B. as a 
Board. I want to say that appointment into the 
L.E.D.B. is done by the Board of the L.E.D.B., 
and not by the Minister. It is in order for the 
L.E.D.B. to appoint, just as the Railway Board, 
the E.C.N. Board, and other Statutory Corpo
rationsJ whoever the Board feels is most suitable 
for the functions they want him for . But 
whether justice is being done is another matter. 

I am sure that if any Member of this Parlia
ment has any specific instance of discrimination, 
and he brings it up, we will all support him
except to warn here that where personal names 
must come into the argument, I think it is best 
for us to meet the Minister in the Ministry and, 
usually, he will be quite willing to listen and 
help where help is necessary. 

On the issue of contract, we believe in loyalty. 

An bon. Member : Deputy Minister of 
Lagos Affairs. 

Mr Ogunsanya: If I am assigned Deputy 
Minister of Lagos Affairs, I am quite sure that 
my hon. Friend, the hon. Member for Lagos 
Central (Mr Dosunmu) will realise and agree 
with me that I have the qualifications to be so 
appointed. 

I wish to say, by way of reminding the 
Minister, that the N .B.S. Contribution is well 
over due now. I wonder if I do not have to 
apply to the Ministry of Finance. 

An hon. Member : What is that ? 

· Mr Ogunsanya : It is the Nigerian Building 
Society which was mentioned by an hon. 
Member on the other side, because right now 
I understand through enquiries that there is a 
branch already in the East. That should not 
be closed down. I think, rather, more of this 
should be opened in the North and the West, 
so that they will be able to help our people in 
the East and North and West. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F . S. Okotie-Eboh): I am sure that after 
listening to the last speaker, one would give 
him credit as one who has spoken on a subject 
of which he is a master. I cannot claim to 
know as much as my two hon. Friends the 
Member for Lagos Central (Mr Dosunmu) and 
the Member for Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya), but 
I think, as lawyers themselves, both of them 
have tried in their own ways to argue their 
cases from different angles very efficiently, but 
the facts are there. 

I am grateful to the last speaker for throwing 
light on some of the points already made by 
the hon. Member for Lagos Central (Mr 
Dosunmu) and others. It is only left for me to 
acknowledge, on behalf of my Colleague and 
hon. Friend, the Minister of Lagos Affairs, 
the compliments which have been paid to him, 
most deservedly by hon. Members. 

At least, hon. Members will agree that even 
those who disagree with some departments in 
the Minister's Ministry will certainly acknow
ledge the fact that the Minister is a gentleman 
of very quiet, honest and sincere disposition. 

I do not know whether, if any of us is 
appointed Minister of Lagos Affairs, he can 
be as quiet as my Colleague the Minister of 
Lagos Affairs has been, especially for highly 
controversial figures like me. If I were 
Minister of Lagos Affairs, I think the Lagosians 
would have filed a Motion for me to be 
deported to somewhere else by now. 

If I may speak on the question of allocation 
of plots to aliens for ninety years, as was 
mentioned by the hon. Member for Lagos 
Central (Mr Dosumnu) who argued against 
himself in one particular respect. He acknow
ledged the fact that the Minister was right in 
allocating plots to industrialists in industrial 
areas for the purpose of setting up industries 
for the benefit of our country. But my hon. 
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Friend refused to agree that the Minister is 
also right in allocating plots to these industria
lists in the residential areas to enable them build 
houses for themselves and their workers. 

You cannot eat your cake and have it. 
I am sure my hon. Friend will agree with me 
that we cannot expect industrialists to come 
here, spend millions of pounds in establishing 
industries and then begin to wait for the 
natives to build quarters for them. He is a 
native of Lagos, it does not matter whatever 
his sophistications are. He is still a native of 
Lagos, and if he is a native of Lagos, I will ask 
that he kindly goes to !sale Eko and see whether 
the houses in !sale Eko are the type of houses 
for industrialists to inhabit. 

The hon. Member for Lagos Central (Mr 
Dosunmu) will also agree with me that people 
who are industrialists, who are experts, who 
have the know-how, are very rare to find in 
the whole world, not only in Nigeria, they are 
very rare to find. If you get an expert from 
anywhere in the world he wants special taste 
for the type of building he would like to live in, 
otherwise you cannot recruit him, and it is not 
just any type of building. I think hon. 
Members will agree that it is only right and 
proper that certain quota of residential plots 
should be allocated to industrialists who are 
investing money here, so that they will be able 
to put up buildings for the experts who are 
going to supply the know-how. 

I think that is the policy of the Government, 
that certain quotas are left for aliens. After 
all, my hon. Friend knows very well from his 
experience that no country can thrive without 
strangers, and it is only right that we must give 
some concessions to them. But I agree with 
him that we should not give them everything. 
There, we have to appeal to our people. 

Invariably, when plots are given out to 
our people, as the hon. Member for Ikeja 
(Mr Ogunsanya) has said, because they have 
no money to build, they have to ask people 
to build. Expatriates staying in those houses 
are not there for ninety years, they are only 
there for the period of time in which the 
rents that had been paid in advance will 
cover the period of sub-lease that is granted 
to them for the building alone. The moment 
the period of the time expires, naturally the 
building will revert to the indigenous owner 
of the house. I think that is also good busi-

ness since, because our people are poor, 
and my hon. Friend heard it when I said in 
my Budget Speech that the Government 
has taken a decision to help the indigenous 
people to recoup this money in good time 
without necessarily bearing the burden of 
taxation. I think that my hon. Friend will 
agree that that is a wise step. 

The hon. Member for Lagos Central (Mr 
Dosunmu) spoke about quota for Lagosians. 
This could be carried to the point of discrimi
nation on the basis of tribalism that has been 
raised in this House. When people raise 
the issue I always feel that we should not 
belabour it. First, as regards the indigenous 
people of Lagos, barring the question of poli
tical differences, I am sure my hon. Friend 
will agree that the Federal Government 
has done a lot for Lagos and for the Lagosians 
as well as leaving some room for non-Lago~ 
sians. The trouble is that the group of 
Lagosians to which my hon. Friend Mr 
Dosunmu belongs refuse to owe allegiance to 
their King. They oppose Oba Adele. If the 
hon. Member for Lagos Central (Mr Dosunmu) 
can go and take a chieftaincy title, whether 
he is a prince or not, and prostrate for Oba 
Adele, then they will know that he has come 
back home, and they will give him the title 
of "Omowale". The N.P.C. and N.C.N.C. 
Coalition Government knows no discrimination, 
and apart from the provisions in the Cons
titution for the Lagosians, we have seen to 
it that a lot of Board appointments, even in 
my own Ministry, I have consulted the political 
leaders-

Mr Dosunmu : On a point of order, if one 
only looks at a Bill the Minister of Trans
port, Hon. Amanze Njoku, is bringing to this 
House next week, it will be seen that he 
deliberately left out the the people of Lagos. 
He provided for everybody except Lagos. 

The Minister of Finance : With respect 
to my hon. Friend's point of order, that Bill 
is not before the House. When the Bill comes, 
I think he will have ample time to discuss it. 

What I want to say is that the Lagos people 
have always been remembered through their 
political parties, and I can say that in the 
case of my own Ministry, I appoint the Board 
Members in consultation with political leaders 
who represent Lagos. 
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The hon. Member for Lagos Central 
(Mr Dosunmu) also mentioned the question of 
petrol stations in Lagos, and one of my Collea
gues and Friend is · also vexed with petrol 
stations along Ikorodu Road. I must say 
this, it is absolutely impossible-! am not 
with him-with our democratic principles, 
the Minister of Lagos Affairs cannot stop 
somebody from selling his land to a petrol 
seller. If the Minister were to stop any
body from leasing his plot to any petrol seller, 
I am sure the hon. Member for Lagos Central 
(Mr Dosunmu) will be the first to come here 
'!nd say that the Minister is autocratic. Speak
ng personally for myself, I do not subscribe 

to the idea of putting petrol stations in every 
nook and corner of Lagos, but this is not a 
blame that can be put at the door of the hon. 
Minister of Lagos Affairs. Let hon. Members 
tell their people to stop selling their land 
to petrol dealers. 

The hon. Member for Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya) 
has replied adequately to the point on the 
Education Committee. 

As regards over-crowding in the Lands 
Registry, that my hon. Friend referred to, 
even, if the over-crowding were to exist there 
as he mentioned, the reasons advanced by him 
in support of his argument are far-fetched 
and unwarranted. The fact that somebody 
works in a congested office is not sufficient 
grounds to say that inefficiency is the order 
of the day in such an office. Naturally, 
there is over-crowding in several Ministries, 
and that is why the Government is taking 
steps to find more accommodation for offices. 
As my hon. Friend knows, the Independence 
Building is still in the process of being occupied 
and many offices have been moving in. I am 
sure that the Minister and his Permanent 
Secretary are really looking into this matter of 
congestion. 

I think my hon. Friend the Member for 
Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya) also replied sufficiently 
to the question of the L.M.T.S. I think all 
the legal points have been raised, but I am 
informed that the Minister is already looking 
into the matter and maybe after his return he 
would have finalised the question of the 
Constitution and perhaps reconstitute the 
Board. 

My hon. Friend the hon. Member for 
Ede-Ejigbo (Chief Ogunleye) who was not sure 
whether he was talking of five acres or five 
miles square until he was reminded, was 
really not sure of anything he was talking 
about, with great respect to him. I do not 
know of any Minister having five square miles 
of land in Apapa. The whole of Apapa, 
perhaps, is not five miles square, so all his 
informants, I am sure, were either ignorant of 
what a square mile is or they are mis-informers 
perhaps briefed by the hon. Member for 
Lagos Central (Mr Dosunmu) and his friends. 
The advice he has given could be a very good 
one. We know that Ministers are the 
cynosure of all eyes and that it is not necessary 
for us to take the lion's share. But it should 
be remembered that Ministers are also Nige
rians and that what is sauce for the goose 
is also sauce for the gander, so Ministers 
cannot be de-Nigerianised just because they 
are Ministers. 

My hon. Friend the Member for Ede-Ejigbo 
(Chief Ogunleye) also spoke about railway 
crossings. Railway crossings are perhaps made 
to stop people like himself from rushing too 
much for mis-information instead of getting 
information from the Minister of Information, 
hon. T. 0. S. Benson. We have an adage in 
English that says, "More haste less speed". 
Therefore, if people can stop at the railway 
crossing, instead of crossing everywhere quickly 
without a second thought, it will be better for 
everybody. I think that railway crossings 
are the same in every country of the world, 
and I think I have the authority to speak on it, 
because I have been in so many parts of the 
world. In some places where it is possible to 
put overhead bridges, we shall do so, but 
where we cannot, it is just impossible for us to 
do otherwise. 

I think that these are the salient points that 
have been made, and I must say once again 
that I am grateful to hon. Members for contri
buting to this debate in such a fair manner. 
I do hope that the Permanent Secretary to the 
MiTlistry of Lagos Affairs will draw the 
at.ention of my Colleague to the points made 
when his Minister returns. 

Whereupon the Minister of Finance rose in 
his place and claimed to move, That the Question 
now be put. 
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Question, That the Question now be put. 
put and agreed to. 

£1,271,220 for Head 52-Ministry of Lagos, 
Affairs-ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 
Committee report Progress-to sit again, 

Tomorrow. 

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION ( 1961-62) 
BILL: 

ADJOURNED DEBATE ON SECOND READING 
(23RD APRIL) 

Motion made and Question proposed, That 
the Bill be now read a Second time.- (THE 
MINISTER OF FINANCE). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read a Second time ; immediately consi
dered in Committee ; reported, without Amend
ment ; read the Thi·rd time and passed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION (1962-63) 
BILL: 

ADJOURNED DEBATE ON SECOND READING 
(23RD APRIL) 

Motion made and Question proposed, That 
the Bill be now read a Second time.- (THE 
MINISTER OF FINANCE). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read a Second time ; immediately consi
dered in Committee : reported, without Amend
ment ; read the Third time and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made and Question proposed, That 

the House do now adjourn.- (THE MINISTER OF 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS). 

Chief D. N . Abii rose-

The Minister of Finance : On a point of 
Information, my hon. Friend the Member for 
Owerri East (Chief Abii) has just drawn my 
attention to the point he wants to raise. He 
told me that the Prime Minister agreed to 
reply to it. But in absence of the Prime 
Minister he wants me to reply to it. I cannot 
step into the shoes of the Prime Minister, so, 
I cannot reply. 

EMBEZZLEMENT AT MARINE DEPARTMENT, 
ONITSHA 

Mr C. Chiedozie (Enugu): There is a point 
I wish to make and I would like the hon. 
Minister of Transport and Aviation to make a 
statement on it. It was alleged that a sum of 
£2,000 had been embezzled recently by a daily
paid worker in the Marine Department at 
Onitsha, and that he made away with this 
money. Now, I want the hon. Minister to 
make a statement on the following : 

(1) Why a daily paid man ·should be 
responsible for the control of such a big 
amount of money ; 

(2) What efforts are being made to recover 
the money; 

(3) The necessity of conducting a private 
departmental inquiry into the affairs of 
Onitsha Marine Department which are very 
irregular at the moment ; and 

(4) The conditions of service of the 
Onitsha Marine workers which appear at the 
moment as not satisfactory. 

Would the hon. Minister please give this 
honourable House his statement on the above. 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation 
(Hon. R. A. Njoku): I have looked into the 
matter raised by the hon. Member, and I have 
the following information to give on the matter. 
In the first pl!ice, it was not a daily paid man 
who was responsible for the cash or who had 
custody of the cash that got lost. 

What happened was that a certain unestab
lished clerical assistant-! would not like to 
tell his name, but I could tell it in confidence 
if any Member wants to know the name
collected- · 

An bon. Member: Where is he from? 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation : 
Well, he is from the hon. Gentleman's province 
if he would like to know. 

As I was saying, a certain Mr J. F. Akpan 
who is an unestablished clerical assistant-

An bon. Member: Unestablished? 
The Minister of Transport and Aviation : 

Yes, but not a daily paid man. He collected 
from the Treasury, on the 21st of March, 
a cheque for £300-4s-Sd and had it endorsed 
by the Local Marine Officer on the same day. 
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This gentleman did not hand over the cheque 
to the Assistant Executive Officer as he was 
supposed to do, and it was the duty of the 
Assistant Executive Officer to have such 
monies deposited in the safe. This passed 
unnoticed. Everybody thought that the money 
had been passed to the Assistant Executive 
Officer and that it was in safe custody. 

But on the second day, the same man 
collected a cheque for £1,639-10s-3d from the 
Treasury and presented it to the Local Marine 
Officer. He was told again to hand it over to 
the appropriate officer, that is the Assistant 
Executive Officer ; but this he did not do. 

The practice is that when these cheques are 
lodged with the Assistant Executive Officer, 
they are taken to the bank for encashment by 
the Marine Officer. The Marine Officer 
generally takes the Assistant Executive Officer 
and the clerical assistant in his car to the bank 
for the cashing of such cheques. But what 
happened on this particular occasion ? The 
clerical assistant did not inform anybody of 
what he was doing. He took these cheques 
and rode off on his bicycle and went to the 
bank and had the money cashed. 

As he was accosted later on, he gave the 
explanation that he was taking the money to the 
bank and that on the way, he felt that some
thing had got missing from his pocket. He 
dismounted from his bicycle and searched for 
the cheques but could not find them. Imme
diately, the Local Marine Officer got in touch 
with the bank authorities and told them that 
such cheques were missing and that they 
should not be cashed. He wanted to stop the 
cheques but he was told that as the two cheques 
had been cashed, the cashier would be able to 
identify the person who presented them for 
cashing. Later on, the clerical assistant was 
identified as the person who went to the bank 
and had these cheques cashed. 

This particular employee is now in Police 
custody and has been charged for theft. I 
think the law will have its course, so I have 
nothing more to say about that. 

As regards all the people implicated one 
way or the other in this matter, a departmental 
inquiry has been instituted according to 
Government Regulations, and the results of the 
inquiry and recommendations will be forwarded 
to the Federal Public Service Commission so 
that they can deal with all those concerned with 
this matter. 

The hon. Member has said that the condi
tions of all the members of this department at 
Onitsha are bad ; that they are working under 
poor conditions. I would like to say that 
their conditions are no different from the 
conditions of employees of Government in 
similar jobs elsewhere in the country. They 
are enjoying the same conditions of service as 
their counterparts in Lagos, or Lokoja or 
Port Harcourt or other places where we have 
offices of the Inland Waterways Department. 
Therefore it would not be correct to say that 
they are suffering special hardships at Onitsha ; 
and I have no information-and I do go 
through that area from time to time-that 
they feel any special dissatisfaction or any 
grudge against the Government in the way 
they are being treated. As I said, this matter 
is well in hand now and I think there is nothing 
that I can do about it until the law courts 
have decided the issue. 

Mr E. A. Mordi (Asaba East): I wish to call 
the attention of hon. Members and the Minis
ter of Commerce and Industry to a matter 
which I consider to be of great national 
consequence and which, for some time now, 
has greatly agitated my mind. 

I am referring to the dishonest practices of 
traders in many of our big towns particularly
and it is painful to say-Onitsha. These 
malpractices range from adulteration to duping, 
et cetera. 

I shall give only a few examples to illustrate 
my point. If you bought a tin of kerosene 
from Onitsha market you would, on reaching 
home, find that it is water mixed with kerosene 
in the ratio of two to one. Pretend to buy 
Izal or Mentholatum or Dettol and you will, 
on close examination, find that it is not what 
you intended to buy that you have. With a bag 
of genuine cement, they make four new bags 
whose content is made up of wood ash and 
chalk. With a drum of paint, they make out 
two, or three others of-I do not know what ! 

All liquid articles are mixed in a manner or 
proportion that defies all chemical formulae . 
A cycle dealer displays his new Raleigh bicycles, 
and you feel attracted to buy one. Get home 
with your new cycle and ask a repairer to 
dismantle the vehicle. You will find that only 
the frame work is made up of Raleigh parts. 
All the other parts, especially those which 
cannot be seen through easily, a.re either 
Robin Hood or Hercules parts. This odious 
practice is extended to all branches of trade. 
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If you buy a packet of A.P.C. or M & B 
:and put some tablets in the water you will 
find that they are tablets carved out of sticks 
·of chalk. The palm wine they sell is not the 
·product of a palm tree but a mixture of water 
irom fermented garri and saccharine. 

Hotel dealers prepare their food with dead 
:goats and fowls for customers to buy. These 
:Shylocks carry out their foul play even in their 
<Overseas trade. They use fictitious trade 
·,names to swindle overseas customers. These 
:malpractices of these dupes have been known 
~o widely overseas that-

Mr E. 0. Araka (Onitsha Urban): I am 
:a Member for Onitsha Urban and the bon. 
.Member now speaking does not live in Onitsha 
:and he does not live in the Eastern Region for 
.that matter. I am prepared to give him 
·expert opinion about this. It is not proper, 
·therefore, for him to be raising such an issue 
•on the Floor of this House. 

Mr E. A. Odo (Idoma West): On a point of 
information, the bon. Gentleman speaking is 
from Onitsha. It is high time to correct 
everything known to be in bad taste. 

Mr Mordi : The mal-practices of these 
dupes have been known so widely overseas 
that certain manufacturers and exporters 
have marked out Nigeria as one of the few 
countries where no C.O.D. concessions could 
be extended. 

This state of affairs should give ·everyone 
of us cause for ·concern, for apart from the 
fact that the foods and drugs which are adul
terated pre-dispose the lives ·of people are 
exposed to danger, there is also the more 
serious fact that the commercial integrity and 
the good name of this country are being 
sentenced to eternal death. The magnitude 
of this harm to this nation can only be imagined 
than described. 

The cry of every Nigerian to-day is how to 
develop the country ; how to develop our 
commerce both internally and externally ; 
but under the present state of affairs how can 
we expect to achieve the development ? Who 
will cherish to trade with a . slippery and 
dishonest customer ? I think the answer is 
obvious. 

Mr C. 0. Chiedozie (Enugu) : On a point 
.of Order, the hon. Gentleman is not asking for 
a statement, instead he is making a speech. I 
think what he is saying is irrelevant. 

Mr Mordi : The impression some countries 
have about our traders and the country as a 

whole on commercial matters 1s not a very 
enviable one. I am,_ therefore, calling on the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry to give 
this matter serious thought. I would suggest 
that he should introduce a drastic legislation 
in Parliament which will help to bring to an 
end this nefarious conduct of some of our 
people, together with their rape on the country's 
good name and integrity. 

It is the right of everyone to aspire to be 
rich, but when this ambition becomes so 
inordinate and one attempts to achieve it at 
the expense of the country's good name, 
oblivious of any sense of morality, then it 
becomes most reprehensible. It is for this 
reason that I am calling on the Minister to tell 
this honourable House what measures he 
proposes to take to bring to an end 'this ugly 
situation. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Usman Angulu Ahmed): Adulteration 
of produce intended for sale in the Federal 
territory is an offence under section 4, Chapter 
6 of the Adulteration of Produce Act. Th 
Regional Governments also have competenc 
to legislate in this field . 

With respect to produce for export, all 
Marketing Board produce are subject to 
inspection, such things like rubber, capsicums 

· and chillies. Members of the Nigerian Timber 
Association and others who wish could have 
their timber inspected by the Association. In 
addition, the following independent bodies 
operating in Nigeria have as their spe'ciality 
the inspection and issue of certificates ·of 
quality in respect of various commodities : 

Messrs Jos Hansen and Soehne (Nigeria) 
Ltd., 58/59 Martins Street, Lagos. 

Messrs Glyndova (Nigeria) Ltd., 60A 
Campbell Street, Lagos. 

Messrs Nigerian General Superintendence 
Co. Ltd., .35/37 Martins Street, Lagos. 
As a result there are now very few cases -of 
adulteration of export commodities reported 
from overseas. 

It is quite possible that the bon. Member's 
dissatisfaction stems mainly from adulteration 
of produce for internal consumption, in which 
case, as I have stated, the matter is ·one on 
which Regional Governments are competent 
to legislate. 
· Question put and agreed to. 

Resoh•ed, That this House do now adjourn . . 
Adjourned accordingly at a quarter to five 

o'clock. 

( 1039) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

2049 [Oral Answers] 25 APRIL 1963 [Oral Answers] 2050 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES men of all ranks are still serving in the Congo 
NIGERIA and whether he will show their present distribu

Thursday, 25th April, 1963 
ABSENCE OF MR SPEAKER 

The Clerk of the Parliaments : I have to 
inform the House of the unavoidable absence of 
Mr Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker will accordingly take 
the Chair, pursuant to the Standing Order. 

PRAYERS 
(The Deputy Speaker in the Chair) 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

Police Post for Ezeagu 

0.583. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked Prime 
Minister, if he will establish a police post in 
the Ezeagu County of Udi Division in view of 
the remoteness of some areas from U di. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (M Abubakar Isandu): 
The creation of a Police Station or Post in the 
Ezeagu County Area is not at present con
sidered justified. However, in order to provide 
reasonable cover for the Udi Division area 
it is proposed to increase the Udi Police 
~tation to Standard Large Rural Police 
3tation and also to strengthen other minor 
Rural Stations in the area. 

Nwaigwe Police Quarters 

0.584. Mr M. B. Afanideh asked the 
Prime Minister, if he will state whether he 
intends building modern quarters for the 
Police at Nwaigwe in Ikot Ekpene Division in 
view of the poor and inadequate accommoda
tion available at present. 

Mr Isandu : The building of a new police 
station at Nwaigwe is not envisaged during 
the current financial year, but will receive 
consideration with other building priorities 
during the current 1962-68 Development 
Programme. 

Mr M. B. Afanideh (Ikot Ekpene South) : 
Is the Prime Minister aware that the present. 
building is in a very dilapidated condition ? 

Nigeria Police in the Congo 

0.585. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
Prime Minister, now that Katanga's resistance 
bas b~ell removed, how many Nigerian police-

tion in that country station by station and 
when they are expectecl. back in Nigeria. 

Mr Isandu : The total number of Nigeria 
Police Force, all ranks, serving in the Congo as 
at 10-4-63 is 398. The dispositions are as 
follows:-

Leopoldville (Leopoldville Province) 
Luluabourg (Kasai Province) 
Bukavu (Kivu Province) 
Stanleyville (Orientale Province) 
Kindu (Kivu Province) 

273 
58 
29 
30 
8 

They are expected back in Nigeria as soon as 
they have completed their assignment. 

Agbokim Obi 

0.586. Mr P. I. Ejukwa asked the Prime 
Minister, whether he is aware that Agbokim 
Obi in Ikom Division provides an easy access 
to the country for Western Cameroonians and 
if he will consider establishing a Police post 
there in order to prevent unauthorised entry. 

Mr Isandu : The Survey of Police Establish
ments did not recommend the creation of a 
Police post at Agbokim Obi in Ikom Division. 
The Betrico, Abuabang and Mfam post in 
Ogoja Province, and the Oban, Ikang and 
Ekang posts in Calabar Province which were 
created last year for the security of Nigeria 
Frontier and to provide rural patrol, cover all 
the areas along the Nigeria-Cameroon border. 

Arms for Police Patrols 

0.587. Mr P. I. Ejukwa asked the Prime 
Minister, if he will consider arming the Police 
on beat duty in order to be able to face any 
emergency with minimum delay. 

Mr Isandu: It is not Government's in
tention to arm policemen on normal beat duty. 
They will continue to rely on the good sense 
and civic responsibility of the citizens cf 
Nigeria during the execution of their normal 
duties. 

Nsukka Senior Police Quarters 

0.588. Mr V. A. Nwalieji asked the Prime 
Minister, if he will state why no suitable and 
modern quarters have been provided for 
senior Police Officers at Nsukka, and whether 
he will make a statement as to when something 
will be done to this effect. 
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Mr Isandu : Funds were made available in Mr Lana : I have just told the House that 
January 1963 for one senior service quarter at there is a Board and I, therefore, advise the 
Nsukka. The project has gone out to contract hon. Member to wait for the decision of the 
and work on it is due to start soon. Board. 

Mr F. A. M. Amadi (Nsukka Central) : 
Will the Prime Minister explain why, inspite of 
a similar answer given to a similar question this 
time last year, nothing was done up to the 
present moment ? 

Mr V. A. Nwalieji :Will the Prime Minister 
please tell this House what he means by saying 
that the work will begin soon ; what time can 
he stipulate ? 

0 .728. Mr V. A. Nwalieji asked the Prime 
Minister, how much will be spent on the 
impending population census. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (Mr S. Lana): The hon. 
Member is referred to the reply to Question 
No. 0.273 published in the Parliamentary 
Debates of 18th April, 1963. 

Councillor Census Pilots 
0.729. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Prime 

Minister, why local councillors who piloted 
enumerators were not paid in the last census 
and if he will make provision for their pay in 
the event of a recount. 

Mr Lana : During the last census, local 
councillors who piloted enumerators were not 
paid because they were not on the list of 
approved Census Officials for whom provision 
for payment was made. Enumerators were 
expected, in accordance with the prevailing 
arrangements, to have become, prior to the 
commencement of the census, so conversant 
with their prescribed enumeration areas as 
not to require guides at all. 

Accordingly, no provision was made for 
payment of guides. The decision as to whether 
or not payment would be made to local council
lors who pilot enumerators during the forth
coming census will have to be taken by the 
Federal Census Board in due course. 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North): Is the 
Prime Minister aware of the fact that without 
the co-operation of the local councillors, it could 
be impossible for the local enumerators to do 
their work effectively ? 

0 .733. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Prime 
Minister, what plans he has for limiting 
property ownership by Ministers and top 
ranking civil servants and if he will make a 
statement. 

Mr Lana : The hon. Member's attention is 
invited to the Prime Minister's statement 
contained in the Parliamentary Debates of 17th 
April, 1963, at page 22 and which equally · 
applies to top-ranking civil servants. The 
Prime Minister does not, therefore, intend t:, 

make a further statement. 

Mr Ogbalu : Is the Prime Minister not 
disposed to have a change of mind instead of 
referring me to something that has happened 
some years ago ? 

Awka Police Buildings 
0.734. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Prime 

Minister, what is delaying the completion of the 
Police quarters and charge office in Awka. 

Mr Isandu : Barracks and a recreation room 
for the Nigeria Police were built at Awka froni 
funds made available in the 1961-62 Capital 
Works Estimates. A new police station at 
Awka will be built when circumstances permit. 

Alhaji Aminu Kano (Kano East) : I am not 
asking a supplementary question. I just want 
to point out that the Member for Bende East 
(Dr Kaiu Ezera) is not here to ask his two 
questions and I wonder whether the Deputy 
Speaker will give a ruling that the answers 
should be given in the Written Answers 
column. · 

The Deputy Speaker : I think it is the 
normal practice that questions that are not 
answered orally are supplied in writing in the 
Hansard. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND COMMON. 
WEALTH RELATIONS 

Sahara Nuclear Test · 
0.462; Mr F. A. M. Amadi ·asked' the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Common
wealth Relations, whether any form of consult~., · 
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tions took place between the Nigerian Govern- The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
ment and the French Government before the Minister of Education (Mr D. C. Ugwu): 
recent nuclear explosion in the Sahara. There is, at present, no positive co-ordination 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Foreign Affa irs and Common
wealth Relations (Mr M. 0. Okilo): No, sir. 

Dr Icheke 

0.468. Mr F. A. M. Amadi asked the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth 
Relations, if he will state what action he has 
taken to repatriate Dr Icheke, a Nigerian 
medical doctor now living in the United 
Kingdom. 

Mr Okilo : The hon. Member is referred 
to the answer that the Minister gave to Question 
No. 0.188 last week on the same subject. 

Mr Amadi : There appears to be a con
fusion. I do not understand the answers 
given to my questions. 

The Deputy Speaker : The Member for 
Nsukka Central (Mr Amadi) to ask Question 
No. 0.463. 

0.463. Mr F. A. M. Amadi asked the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth 
Relations, whether the Government will now 
apply any sanctions against the French Govern
ment in view of its utter disregard for the 
feelings and welfare of the Nigerian people. 

Mr Okilo : As is well known, Nigeria has 
already declared its stand in respect of the 
events to which the hon. Member refers. 
Any further step can best be taken in consulta
tion with other independent countries in 
Africa. 

Alhaji Aminu Kano : In view of the fact 
that since Nigeria broke up diplomatic relations 
with France and in view of the fact that 
developments have taken place and events have 
taken over certain things, I wonder whether 
this Government is thinking in terms of re
establishing diplomatic relations with France. 

EDUCATION 
Schools Broadcasting 

0.593. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
Minister of Education, what form of co
ordination now exists for schools broadcasting. 

of media, programmes or time in radio pro
grammes for schools. The Eastern Nigeria 
programmes are however, broadcast over the 
Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation network. 

More important, however, is the fact that, 
at the instance of my Ministry, the Institute of 
Education ·at the University College, Ibadan, 
has had two meetings on which all Ministries of 
Education participated and considet ed the 
subject of Audio-Visual Aids and Radio 
Broadcasting with a view to introducing 
uniform school programmes through both 
media. 

At present, there is a USAID expert advising 
my Ministry on Audio-Visual Aids. Arrange
ments are already underway for the setting 
up of an inter-regional committee which would 
effectively co-ordinate the production and 
utilization · of school programmes. Besides, 
all the Ministries of Education have jointly 
signed an agreement v..ith USAID which aims 
at improving and co-ordinating our present 
facilities in Audio-Visual Aids on Education. 

School of African and Oriental Studies 

0.595. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
Minister of Education, for how long he intends 
to continue relationship with the School of 
Oriental and African Studies in London and 
whether he has acceptable reasons for such 
continuance. 

Mr Ugwu : I should mention that the 
School of Oriental Studies in London Uni
versity is principally a specialist institution and, 
until our own institutions of higher learning 
have developed full fledged faculties on African 
Studies, it would be unwise to limit the rela
tionship much less discontinue it. Nor is it 
practicable or desirable to severe the relation
ship completely since cross-dissemination of 
ideas between the parent institution and the 
young faculties developing in our universities 
will naturally continue for a long time to come. 

Mr Oronsaye : In view of the fact that 
not all the oriental languages learnt at the 
School of Oriental and African Studies is 
required in Nigeria, will the Minister state 
what prevents the few that we need from being 
introduced into Ibadan, Ife or Nsukka ? 
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Modern Languages for Primary Schools Several hon. Members : Why, why ? 

0.653. Mr I. A. Brown asked the Minister The Minister of Finance : If Members 
of E~ucation, if he will consider. includ~ng the have a special interest in night sittings, they had 
teachmg of modern languages m curnculum better declare it. 
of Primary Schools in Lagos. 

Mr Ugwu: If the hon. Member means 
introducing other foreign languages into our 
primary schools, the answer is NO. English 
is at the moment being taught in addition to a 
main Nigerian language. 

Efforts are being made to introduce into some 
areas a second Nigerian language in primary 
schools while many secondary schools offer 
English, French and Latin. It is not advisable 
to introduce two modern foreign languages 
into our primary schools. 

Secondary Education 

0.654. Mr I. A. Brown asked the Minister 
of Education, what percentage of Nigerian 
children at present receive secondary education 
in Lagos. 

Mr Ugwu : It is not possible to provide 
any accurate figure as the number of. Nigerian 
children of secondary school age in Lagos is 
not known owing to migration and flow of 
population. 

New Schools 

0.655. Mr I. A. Brown aske'd the Minister 
of Education, how many new schools are 
currently under construction in the Federal 
Territory. 

Mr Ugwu : No new schools are currently 
under construction. However, a new second
ary school was only recently completed at 
Idi Araba and is presently being used by the 
Universit) of Lagos. 

Building extensions to the Technical Insti
tute, Yaba, are currently under construction, 
and similar extensions to King's College, 
Baptist Academy and St. Gregory's College 
have recently been completed. 

BUSINESS STATEMENT 

The Minister of Finance : I think it will 
be necessary for me to inform Members of the 
progress we hope to make to-day and, at the 
same time, to announce that there wil~ be no 
night sitting to-day. 

Hon. Members will find that we have to deal 
with very important Ministries to-day on the 
Heads of Estimates-Mines and Power, Geolo
gical Survey, Ministry of Information, Coastal 
Agency, Inland Waterways and Ministry of 
Transport and Aviation. I think that since 
we hope to complete our business by 6 p.m. 
to-night, and we still have to approve the 
Capital Estimates Resolutions and Customs 
Tariff Orders, I hope hon. Members who have 
contributions to make will be brief so that 
they can give others opportunity to speak and 
to enable us too to debate the Heads of 
Estimates properly and not to guillotine them 
at the eleventh moment. 

I hope this appeal will be heeded by every
body so that we can make appreciable progress 
and give hon. Members the opportunity of 
discussing all the Heads that we shall deal with 
to-day. 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : Much 
as we accept the points made by the Minister 
of Finance, I want to draw attention to the fact 
that he has stressed the importance of these 
Ministries. I do not think it will be fair to 
Members to rush through these Ministries 
simply because we want to pass them and go 
away. We have devoted sufficient time to the 
discussion on other Ministries and I think 
these very Ministries should receive equal 
treatment. 

If we do not come to-night, I think we still 
have more days ahead· of us and I do not see 
why we should rush through these Ministries. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Eny~ng South): I do 
not intend to oppose what the Leader of the 
House has just saiP,, but I have a few remarks 
to make. I had even thought that this Parlia
ment should hot have assembled to-day, We 
have a very important visitor coming here and 
I only regret .that he had not arrived at such a 
time as to enable him to address us in this 
House. · 

The Heads 0f the Estimates, as enumerated 
by6the Leader of the House, are very important 
Heads. 
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The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Justice (Mr R. B. K. Okafor): 
Make sound contributions. 

Mr Ekanem : I need your protection, Mr 
Deputy Speaker, because I am not addressing 
myself to a Parliamentary Secretary. I am 
addressing myself to you and an answer from a 
Parliamentary Secretary for that matter is 
completely, shall I say, insulting and out of 
order. 

The Minister of Finance : I agree that the 
bon. Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) 
is a big man because he alone occupies the Front 
Bench. 

Mr Ekanem : I agree that there should be 
no night sitting to-day because most of us want 
to take the opportunity at 6.30 this evening to 
know that dynamic leader of one of the African 
independent States. I only hope that, although 
tomorrow will be half a day and Saturday half 
a day, tomorrow or next there should be a full 
sitting and, if possible, night sittings, the 
Standing Orders notwithstanding, in order 
that we Members of this House may indicate 
our interest in the nation. 

I do not oppose the Motion. 
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of Education : There is only one 
point I would like to clear so that Members 
may help themselves, and that is the point 
raised by the hon. Member for Owerri North 
Mr Mbah). The House has already decided 
that all these Heads will have to be dealt with 
to-day so that the question of extending the 
debate till Monday or Tuesday does not arise 
at all. 

What the Leader of the House is saying is 
that Members should so time their speeches 
that they may deal with all the Heads to-day. 

The Deputy Speaker : I think further 
debate of this statement will only go to shorten 
the time that is already too short. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

MISREPRESENTATION BY THE "WEST AFRICAN 
PILOT" 

The Deputy Speaker : The following 
publication which appeared in the West 
African Pilot of yesterday, Wednesday, April24, 
at page 2, column 6, under the heading "Call 
for African Court of Justice", has been brought 
to my notice. 

Committee] 

Mr L. 0. Tobun, U.P.P. Member for Epe, is 
reported in that paper to have said the following 
about the Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Commonwealth Relations, and I quote-

"Mr L. 0. Tobun (U.P.P. Epe) said the 
Foreign Minister, Mr Jaja Wachuku was a 
great disservice to the country. He was too 
proud, arrogant and too full of himself he said". 
This is a gross misrepresentation of the 

relevant statement by Mr Tobun which may be 
found in the Hansard of Monday the 22nd of 
April, at pages 40 and 41, Columns 1779, 1780 
and 1781. Members who are interested can 
refer to it and read for themselves. 

The newspaper must, in its issue of to
morrow, publish a correction giving a true 
version of what the Member for Epe, (Mr 
Tobun) had said about the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Commonwealth Relations. I very 
much hope that an apology to the Minister will 
also be included. 

I must warn, however, that accuracy must be 
the watchword of newspapers in reporting 
pro~ ~edings of Parliament. In future a drastic 
action will be taken against any offending 
newspaper. 

Mr J. B. Eboigbodi (Asaba West): In the 
Hansard of Tuesday, the 23rd of this month, at 
page 31, Column 1865, there it was written that 
I said that the statement that Mr Briggs was 
going to make was made by Chief the hon. 
Obafemi Awolowo. It was not myself who 
said it, but Mr Ezonbodor. 

The Deputy Speaker: I hope the hon. 
Member will make necessary corrections in his 
copy of the Hansard and submit to the Editor 
of Hansard and I am sure the misquotation will 
be looked into. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

APPROPRIATION (1963-64) BILL 
. (SIXTH ALLOTTED DAY) : CONSIDERED IN 

CoMMITTEE oF SuPPLY 

The Chairman : Before we proceed, may I 
humbly appeal to Members on the lines already 
stated by the Minister of Finance. Would 
Members who have had a number of chances 
on the Committee Stage please restrain their 
enthusiasm so that the less privileged ones may 
have an opportunity of making their own con
tributions. Will Members also kindly be brief; 
irrelevancies will be very strictly dealt with so 
that we can move with speed, 
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HEAD 53-MINISTRY oF MINES AND PowER 

Question proposed, That £236,090 for Head 
53-Ministry of Mines and Power-stand part 
nf the Schedule. 

Oba S. A. Oladiran (Okitipupa South) : 
On a point of order, may I request that Heads 
53 and 54 be taken together. 

The Chairman : I think that there is some 
reasoning in the suggestion made. We cannot, 
however, take the two Heads together, as we 
cannot put the two Questions together. But 
I think Members making their contributions 
can refer to both of them. 

Mr G. 0. D. Eneh (Abaja and Ngwo): This 
is a very important Ministry, and the Minister 
of Mines and Power is a very energetic young 
Minister. I have to say that without the 
proper execution of the functions of this 
Ministry it would be impossible for our 
industrial expansion to go on very smoothly. 

In tabling my Amendment I have about two 
or three points which I would like to make with 
regard to this Ministry. I also agree that the 
Minister himself had done a very wonderful 
service to the country in his capacity as Minister 
of Mines and Power, and I appreciate the very 
good statement which he made about the 
Enugu coal industry on the Floor of this 
House when he enumerated the provisions 
which he made in order to salvage the industry. 
But I would like to remind the Minister about 
a statement which he made in this House 
regarding the mining of iron-ore deposits at 
Enugu. 

Sometime ago the Minister informed the 
House that experts had been commissioned 
to examine the possibility of opening up an 
iron-ore industry around Enugu or elsewhere. 
I would now like to know from the Minister 
what the result of the experts' examination is. 
As I said sometime ago, the people around 
Enugu have been badly hit by the loss of 
employment to about 6,000 people who were 
working in the coal-field, and the only alter
native arrangement to be made for Enugu in 
Udi Division is to establish this iron-ore 
industry within Enugu area. 

One will realise that there is no less than 
50,000,000 tons of iron-ore in this area, and 
there is electricity supply, good roads, railway, 
and everything that makes for the establishment 
of this mining industry in this area. I heard 
from a reliable source that there is an intention 

of establishing this industry around Onitsha, 
but another information seems to give me the 
impression that the Minister is also unwilling 
to abide by the decisions of the experts, 
because, as I understand, Onitsha is considered 
to be a suitable site, and iron-ore mined could 
be sent from Enugu to this place. Also, if we 
have the intention of mining the iron-ore at 
Abaja in Lokoja where we have about 
200,000,000 tons of deposit we can use the 
River Niger to bring the deposits down to 
Onitsha. 

In order to establish any big (£30 million) 
steel mill of the magnitude we propose this type 
of industry must be sited near a river. I would 
like the Minister to make a categorical state
ment in this House informing us that the 
Government has taken a decision to abide by 
the decision of the experts to establish this 
industry either at Onitsha or within the 
Enugu area. 

I would like to speak about cottage industries. 
It is impossible to establish these industries 
without the supply of electricity, and as such we 
are demanding from the Minister of Mines 
and Power that he should supply as many as 
possible of the rural populations with electri
city. Sometime ago the Minister promised on 
the Floor of this House that 30 towns had been 
selected in the Eastern Region for the supply 
of electricity. Up to this moment I do not 
know what is holding the project up. In my 
own constituency, Abaja and Ngwo, we have 
the Oji River Power Station. This Power 
Station line cuts across the whole length of my 
constituency. I would like to mention a few 
towns which are along this line, and it is my 
view that the Government should supply some 
or most of these towns with electricity. Right 
from Oji one passes across Nachi and goes 
through Umuaga, Amokwe, Udi, Abia, and 
Obioma, and all these areas are crossed by the 
line right through to Enugu. 

The Minister is supplying electricity to 
Nsukka, and along the line again one finds Abia, 
Obioma Nsude, Abo, Ukana, and Umuoka. All 
these places are along the road, and it is my 
view that the Minister should supply these 
people with electricity. 

We all realise that it is impossible for any 
industry of any magnitude to be established in 
any rural area without the supply of electricity, 
and it is even very hard for these people to 
procure generating plants to the order of £200 
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or £300. In some cases the electric poles 
which are planted along all these towns are 
only a yard or two from the towns, so that in 
the main what we are asking the Minister to 
do is to supply as many towns as possible with 
electricity. 

One might say that the policy of Govern
ment in relation to the supply of electicity in 
some cases is to supply the urban and industrial 
areas. Even if it is not economical to supply 
rural areas with electricity the Government 
should subsidise the supply of electricity 
because after all, it is the rural people that 
make the whole money with which the Govern
ment is run. Without the cotton grown in 
the North by the rural people, the groundnuts, 
the palm-kernel, palm oil, cocoa and rubber, 
it will be impossible for this Corporation to be 
run and as such these people should be made 
to enjoy the fruits of their own labour. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr P. 0. Tokula (!gala North East): Mr 
Chairman-

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East) : On a 
point of order, I would like to direct the 
attention of the Chairman to the names on the 
Order Paper. Although some of the names 
on the Order Paper are being called, there is 
a tendency to ignore those hon. Members who 
wish to move to reduce the whole Head 
because their names appear at .the bottom. 
Some of us have contributed to this debate 
only once since the Committee Stage started. 

The Chairman : Order. Members who 
by making these interjections avail themselves 
of the opportunity of contributing in any 
manner whatsoever should hot blame anyone 
if they have no further opportunity. May I 
say that it is remarkable that the hon. Member 
protesting has admitted having spoken at 
least once and there are other Members who 
have never had an opportunity. I would 
appeal to the Members on my far right in 
parti.cular. You see, there are many of you 
who want to speak and if only one gets up and 
speaks for five minutes, then all of you will 
speak. But if you debate at length, do not 
blame the Chair, blame yourselves . . 

Mr Tokula : I thank God for giving me 
this opportunity to express my views to the 
Minister of Mines and Power and to make my 

suggestions to him. I have every belief that 
minerals such as gold and diamond are surely 
available in our soil. These form a very 
great part of the financial background of a 
developing country like Nigeria. We cannot 
rely on the previous mineral investigations of 
our British masters when they were ruling us. 
They could tell us there were no such minerals 
in our soil even though there were. 

I am saying with great emphasis that a careful 
mineral survey and research be conducted 
into our soil to find out the existence of these 
important minerals. 

Electricity charges are very high in Nigeria 
at the present. At the end of every month 
people pay a very high amount of money for 
the electricity they consumed during the 
month. I am appealing to the Minister to 
make a cut in the rate. This will enable 
people who now use firewood to use electricity ; 
this will mean that more people will make use 
of electricity and more money will be derived 
by Government. 

Recently, it was announced that a world 
scientific organisation was trying to devise 
means to develop power on or near the moon 
to supply electricity. I do not know whether 
it is true or not, nor do I know when it will take 
place. But whatever is the case I want the 
Minister of Mines and Power to take note of 
this new development. I am sure if power is 
developed on the moon our electrical equip
ment will all be useless. The Minister should 
bear this in mind and devise electrical equip
ment which will cost less money in the mean
time. 

I congratulate the Minister of Mines and 
Power for the good work he has done to supply 
and maintain electricity all over the Western 
and Eastern Regions and for putting Northern 
Region-his own Region-in complete dark
ness. The Minister has done nothing worthy 
of praise in the Northern Region with regard to 
electricity supply since he took office. Every 
year we all come here and appeal to him-

Mr E. A. Odo (Idoma West): The hon. 
Member for Igala North East (Mr Tokula) is 
not telling the truth ; the Minister has been 
doing a lot in the Northern Region. 

Mr Tokula : Every year we all come here 
to appeal to the Minister to supply electricity 
but as soon as we go hack to our respective 
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willing consumers wishmg to be supplied. tlut 
because there are not enough funds to increase 
the supply these people have got no supply. 

I am now appealing to the Minister to fulfil 
he nrmni_c:e_bid down._in that White_Eane.I:. 

I beg to support 

Mr J.D. Odebunmi (Egba North): Nigeria 
is richly blessed in mineral resources. If we 
tap to the fullest the heavy and tremendous 
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constituencies, all requests from the North are 
neglected. The whole of the Middle Belt in 
particular is in complete darkness. It is only 
in very few towns like J os and Makurdi that 
light is supplied along the Railway stations to 
help passengers travelling in the night. This 
is not fair at all. The electricity supply at Bida 
and Lokoja is an apology. Only Government 
residential areas where Europeans stay are 
supplied with electricity. The entire towns 
are left in total darkness. The Government 
asks the Native Authorities or the Local 
Councils-

The Chairman : Order. Is hon. Tokula 
reading or just making references ? 

Mr Tokula : Thank you Mr Chairman, I 
am referring to my notes. 

The Chairman : Order. If you are making 
references, we would like to see your face more 
frequently. 

Mr Tokula : I will let you see my face every 
time. 

The Government asks the Native Authorities 
to make available large sums of money for the 
installation of electric poles, and definitely, 
Government knows that the Native Authorities 
or the Local Authorities are poor. They have 
not enough money to pay for these poles. 
What I am saying is that if the Minister 
cannot supply electricity to the main towns, he 
should stop supplying electricity to the areas 
where Europeans stay, i.e. the residential areas. 
The Government neglects the towns where the 
natives are living. 

I would like the Minister to give very serious 
consideration to the demand of the people of 
the ancient and historic town of Lokoja for 
electricity. I would also demand electricity 
supply for the whole of Igala Division. The 
extension could go through Nsukka, Enugu 
Ezike, to Ankpa, Ayangba and Dekina or 
through Nsukka to Idah. The distance is very 
small and I do not think it will present any 
difficulty to the Minister of Mines and Power. 
It is very easy and simple to do. If he finds it 
difficult to extend it as a continuation of the 
Oji River Power Station, then he should buy 
small power plants or electric engines which 
can supply power to a town. Some of them 
cost only about £500 and our people are ready 
to supply the fuel to run it. As for the instal
lation, if the Minister can supply us with the 

engine and other equipment our people are 
ready to put in communal labour. It is not 
big towns only like Lagos, Kano, Enugu and 
Ibadan that need light, rural areas too need it. 

I would like to suggest that a serious and 
detailed research into the use of coal should 
be undertaken so that we might know the 
various ways in which coal can be used. When 
this is done, it will help keep the mining of 
coal in Nigeria. 

I would also point out that diesel is fast 
reducing the importance of coal in the country 
and if the condition of coal is allowed to 
deteriorate further, I wonder what will be 
the future of the coal miners in Nigeria, 
particularly those in Enugu. Now, there is 
the crying of mass unemployment in this 
country, and if coal is not kept going, it means 
that thousands of coal miners will be without 
job. Certainly, if the Minister during one 
of his tours tries to visit Enugu where the 
coal miners were retrenched, the jobless miners 
will not let him drive through the streets of 
Enugu in his car. 

Coal has been discovered in my village, 
Odu in Igala Division, Kabba Province, Nor
thern Nigeria. Experts have said that it is 
the extension of the coal at Enugu. I would 
therefore, strongly ask the Government to 
encourage the use of coal in many ways, so 
that the one discovered in my village may be 
mind. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr J. 0. Taiwo (Oyo North West): I wish to 
take this opportunity to congratulate the 
Minister of Mines and Power for all that he and 
his Ministry have been doing to give us good 
power supply in the Federation. I would like 
also to take this opportunity to bring to the 
notice of the Minister the high cost of consump
tion. It is very high indeed to have electricity 
in the house. I think this is a great monopoly 
of the Electricity Corporation of Nigeria and I 
wonder whether it is not time for us in Nigeria 
to think of an alternative to the E.C.N . In 
other countries there are. It is a sort of con
tract to supply power to a country and if this 
Corporation cannot reduce its charges, then it is 
high time to look into the possibility of getting 
other firms that can give us power at a cheaper 
rate. 
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available to us without this mining industry. 
So this industry ought to be greatly encouraged. 

The oil companies help to reduce our un
employment and to increase it too in this 
country. For instance, we find an oil company 
employs labourers, chemists, geologists, and 
various engineers, and various safety inspectors. 
In addition to all this, oil companies employ 
plenty of clerical staff. If more attention is 
paid to our mining industry the rate of un
employment will be greatly reduced. 

Now, I will talk briefly on tin ore. In 
Nigeria to-day we know the amount of iron 
sheet that we use for roofing. I think, if 
co-ordinated efforts are made between the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry and the 
Ministry of Mines and Power, this will help 
us to make the maximum use of our tin ore, 
and we can have locally produced roofing 
sheets in Nigeria. We cannot imagine what 
a tremendous amount of money we spend 
every year for the foreign firms that import 
our roofing sheets. Almost all the villages 
that used ordinary grass or thatch roofing 
before are now changing at a very fast rate to 
zinc sheets. It will be money well spent if 
our Government can set aside an appreciable 
sum of money for the manufacture of tin 
sheets. 

I now come to coal. What can we do to 
increase the output of coal production ? Are 
we to continue to use to a greater extent the 
old method of pickers and shovels ? Why can 
we not import a great deal of Ogres or giant 
drills which, if well set, could drill as far 
inside as 100 feet and turn out up to about 
20 tons of coal per hour ? If we can get 
quite a lot of these instruments we shall be 
able to get an appreciable quantity of coal 
with less labour and less loss of life. If we 
also have many industries coming out of this 
coal mining, we shall be able to absorb the 
labourers or miners who are displaced. 

The next point is safety in mining. Mining 
has always been a hazardous occuptation. The 
chief dangers are caving, floods, gas and fire. 
Many hazards have been avoided by 
means of modern mining methods. Modern 
mining methods and mining laws serve as safety 
regulations and they have made the conditions 
very favourable to the miners. 

What are the by-prod~cts that could be 
obtained from this coal mining ? One hon. 

Member had spoken at length on this, and I 
would only like our Government to please pay 
special attention to this and send out some 
experts to explore the possibility of finding out 
these by-products and give out scholarships to 
boys to make research into the various types of 
by-products. 

It is said that we can get about 200,000 by
products from coal alone. If we can find out 
all these by-pJoducts, the country will be well 
placed. We have heard that almost everything 
could be made out of coal by-product, from 
domestic utensils to the parts being used in our 
cars. For person's use we can get face powder, 
toilet materials and even tooth paste from the 
by-product of coal. We can also get medicine 
like anticeptic, and even quinine, people say, 
can be got from coal by-product. In the 
kitchen also we can get amonia, baking-powder 
and all sorts of things. For recreation and 
sport we can get billard balls, photo developers 
and all sorts of chemicals. For home and 
furnishing we can get dishes and table wears 
from the by-products of coal, and for wearing 
apparels we get belts and buttons, and even 
spectacle frames can be got out of coal by
products, and for farming and gardening we can 
get all sorts of things. For transportation
and I am sure this will be very useful to the 
Minister of Transport-..,we can get batteries 
and lubricants. Therefore, considering the 
importance of coal, I think it is necessary that 
the heads of the following Ministries should get 
together: the Ministries of Mines and Power, 
the Finance (to supply the money), Commerce 
and Industry and Economic Development. If 
all the Ministers in these Ministries put their 
heads together and have a drive towards the 
production of lots of amenities, the country will 
be richly blessed. 

Finally, I want to speak about electricity. 
The main power that runs through Lagos to 
Ewekoro Cement Factory is excessively too 
high, and I think some tempers ought to be 
brought along the way to be able to make it 
useful to the villages along the way to Ewekoro. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 
Mr J. B. Eboigbodi (Asaba West): I rise to 

support the expenditure on this Head. I have 
to state that in order to lessen the high cost of 
rentage and cost of living in Urban towns 
like Lagos, Port Harcourt and others like that, 
this Ministry should see to it that electricity 
is provided for many growing towns and villages 
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of this country. We all know that no industry 
or factory can be established in any place 
without the aid of electricity. If industries and 
other amenities are provided for all the towns 
and villages in this country, people from the 
provinces will stop corning to congest the 
urban towns and to raise the cost of living which 
we are crying against. It is shameful to know 
that many important areas like the Mid-West 
have not been considered fit for electricity 
since the expatriates left the management of 
this country in our hands. 

During the colonial days, it was only Warri 
and Benin, honestly speaking, which were 
given electricity. Sapele was supplied with 
electricity by A.T.P. Limited and Burutu was 
supplied by the U.A.C. Ltd. 

I will now quote from the Hansard of 11th 
April, 1963 to show hon. Members what plan 
the Minister has for this area. With your 
permission, Mr Chairman, I quote-

"The E.C.N. therefore as part of its pro
gramme has already initiated action and 
contracts already awarded for the construction 
of this transmission l£ne system which 'Mlill link 
Lagos-Renin, Aba-Onitsha and Ughelli-Benin. 
It is anticipated that by 1964 these new trans
mission line systems will be in operation." 

I am appealing to the Minister to see to it that 
this line is extended from Benin to Asaba, and 
he should also construct another line from 
Ughelli through Eku, Obiaruku, Agbor to 
Auchi in the Mid-West area. 

Other important growing towns throughout 
the Federation should also be supplied with 
electric light so as to make it possible to estab
lish industries all over the country and conges~ 
tion can thereby be reduced in many urban 
towns. 

It is understood that there is abundance of 
coal deposit at Idumuje Ugboko, Obamkpa and 
Issele-Azagba areas in Asaba Division. I am 
therefore appealing to the Minister to send his 
team of geologists to investigate this area and 
also look up other minerals in the country, 
because if the maximum use of minerals is 
made, we will be economically self-supporting. 

With these few comments, I support the 
Head. 

Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East): 
This Minister deserves congratulation, except 
for one defect. I come from Kano and the 

people there have asked me to tell this House 
through the Minister that they are not satisfied 
with the way and manner their electricity 
supply is cut at regular intervals and quite 
unnecessarily without a word of explanation. 

During the month of Ramadan, somebody 
goes into the fast, and just before he breaks 
the fast they cut the light without notice, anQ. 
the cuts go on until about 12 noon or 1 a.m., 
and when he is about to go to sleep th~n the 
light comes on. Hon. Member~? wHl all agree 
with me that it is then useless, a~so!utely 
useless. I had a quarr.el with the Mini~?t~r in 
his house and he was telling me tP.at he WllS 
jiving in the place before. I told him that he is 
now living in Lagos and that I had just co~e 
from Kano, so I know better. 

I am asking the Federal Minister to remem
ber that we had this light before this E.C.N. 
came into existence. It was not the E.C.N. 
who gave us the light, it was the Kano N.A. 
and we were persuaded to surrender it, which 
we reluctantly did, and now we are worse off. 

The Minister of Mines and Power: Is 
the N.A. prepared to take it ~ack now? 

Alhaji Bello Dandago : The Minister is 
asking me whether the N .A. is prepared to 
take it back. I say no. As gentlemen, we 
have already given the thing, we will not take 
it back. All that I am asking is for the Minis
ter to see to it that if the implement is out of 
date or due to inefficiency or whatever is the 
cause, he should look into it and remedy the 
situation. I do not want to remind him that 
he comes from Kano ; all the same, it is a 
Federal matter. 

It has been the constant practi~e of the 
E.C.N. in Kano not to <;lisconne<;t the }ight of 
defaulters without notice just about ne~r a 
certain public holiday which will last three 
days, so that there will be a black out during the 
holidays. They could have avoided this 
if they had reminded the Minister, but this 
they do not normally do. The relationshi.p 
between the E.C.N. and the public in Kano is 
below expectation. 

Mr I. A. Jlrown (Uyo South West): For the 
first time, I ~ve to thank the .l;l.on. Minister of 
Mines and Power. For the past three years, I 
think this is my first time of thanking any 
Minister under the Federal Government. 
May I say that if the Minister of Finance and 
the Minister of Transport were to be like 
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the Minister of Mines and Power, there would 
have been no censure motion on the Floor of 
this House. 

The Chairman: Order! Would the hon. 
Member for Uyo South West (Mr Brown) 
please make his points. Comparative study of 
Ministers is something we have got no time for 
to-day. Time is very short. 

Mr Brown : The Minister of Mines and 
Power has been good enough in supplying the 
people of the old Calabar Province for the first 
time with an amenity from the Federal Govern
ment source. All I need from the Minist~r now 
is that he promised me last year that electricity 
in Ikot Ekpene and Uyo will be commissioned 
early in 1963. We are almost going to the end 
_of April now, and I do not know whether May 
or June shall still be regarded as early part of 
1963. 

I want to assure him that there is an industry 
now proposed to be established in Uyo, and 
what is holding us back is the commissioning of 
electricity in that place. As soon as the Minis
ter is able to help us to commission the electri
city supply for the people of that area to enable 
the industry to be established as soon as 
possible, we shall be very grateful to him. 

Sometime last year, I filed a Question on the 
Floor of this House which the Minister of Mines 
and Power gave a reply to. He said that some 
time ago a licence was issued to the Shell 
Company for the exploration of oil throughout 
the whole of Calabar Province. A report was 
made by the Shell Company later on that there 
was no oil found in the area explored by them, 
but they refused to surrender the licence issued 
to them by the Minister of Mines and Power to 
enable us to invite other oil dealers into the area. 

I want the Minister to invite the General 
Manager of the Shell Company and ask him to 
surrender the licence issued to him. Since 

· they found no oil, we are prepared to negotiate 
through the Minister for any other oil company 
to come to that area. Ther.e is no reason why 
they should withhold the licence issued to them 
when they are not prepared to come back to the 
area to carry out the oil exploration. 

I assure you, Sir, that according to statistics 
there was oil found in that area in a commercial 
quantity, but they suddenly escaped and 
ran down to Port Harcourt and concentrated 
there with no hope of coming back to our area. 

If they do not want to come back, we need 
our land. They have acquired very mighty 
areas of land there which we should have been 
using for farming or for building houses, but 
they do not want anybody to go into the area, 
and they told us that no oil was found. Ask 
them to surrender the licence, destroy it, and 
let them leave the area for us so that we can 
invite other people to come, or we make use of 
the land for other purposes. 

I want to know from the Minister whether 
there is any need for getting a licence to run 
a private electricity supply. If so, I would 
very much like to know. I do not know the 
E.C.N. regulations: I suppose the Minister 
will know. We have initiated a private 
electricity in my constituency which we hope 
to open in May. I know, probably, for the 
next twenty-five years the E.C.N. shall not 
be willing to come into the area, so if the 
Minister will be kind enough to issue us with 
a licence if need be (I do not know if that is 
possible) we shall be very grateful. I do 
not want to bother the Minister so much in 
asking him to bring electricity from Uyo 
twenty miles away to my constituency ; 
I have taken upon myself to install electricity 
in my constituency for my people so as to 
encourage industry in Nigeria, and to help 
the Minister also as he was advised by the 
Prime Minister to encourage industry. I 
am encouraging his own Ministry by supply
ing my people with light, so I would not 
bother the Minister again. All I need from 
the Minister is a statement as to whether it 
will be possible to issue us with a licence to 
install our own private electricity. 

The Minister of Mines and Power 
(Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule): For 
obvious reasons, I would like to start by 
replying to the remarks made by the hon. 
Member for Gwarzo East (Alhaji Bello 
Dandago) who comes from the same place as I. 
Incidentally, hon. Members do know that I 
too come from Kano, so, I know a little bit 
about Kano. 

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (!shan West) : On a 
point of order, there are many of us who 
would have asked the Minister some questions 
about places where the geological sucvey 
failed to mark out samples and minerals in a 
particular area, but we were not allowed to 
speak. 
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The Chairman : I do not think the Chief If it succeeds, it is our intention to supply 
needs any further opportunity to speak. rural areas like Dambatta, Warugo and such 

other places with such undertaking. 
The Minister of Mines and Power : I 

would like to say this on the Floor of the House. 
I do realize that Kano is an industrial centre 
and has always been a commercial town. 
Industries are springing up like mushroom in 
Kano now and the population is growing very 
rapidly. I have always taken these facts into 
consideration, and it is for this reason that I 
have caused a special plant big enough to 
supply the increasing demand for electricity 
in Kano to be installed in the area. The cuts 
that are now happening and which the hon. 
Member has said are frequent, are the result of, 
I think, the work that is going on in replacing 
some of the wiring in the city as well as in 
other parts of the country. But we are now 
in a position to say that the plant we have at 
Chalawa Power Station is capable of supplying 
the demand for Kano and any increasing 
demand that may likely come in the future. 
It is a pity that the hon. Member lives in the 
rural area, although he comes from the city, 
and that is why he has not noticed the change 
that has taken place quite recently. 

I do appreciate the suggestions that have 
been made by hon. Members, and I am very 
grateful for them. I have noticed that most 
of the hon. Members that have spoken are 
anxious to get electricity supply in their 
respective constituencies. I do not blame 
them at all. At this stage of our economic 
development, it is absolutely essential that we 
supply power. Power is an essential in
gredient in the industrialisation of this country ; 
we are doing everything possible, therefore, to 
supply this necessary ingredient so that we 
may help in our own way to expedite the 
industrialisation of this country. But it should 
be realized that we have got limited funds. The 
E.C.N. cannot have enough money to supply 
all the electricity needs of the whole country, 
so what we normally do is this. If we are 
satisfied that an area is economically viable 
or can economically support an electricity 
supply, we supply that particular area from 
our own funds. Where we feel that it cannot 
be economical to supply that area, we ask the 
Regional Government concerned to give us an 
interest-free loan for a number of years and 
then we supply an amenity undertaking. We 
are also introducing what we call a rural 
electricity undertaking as a sort of experiment. 

Mr E. 0. Ifezue (Orlu North): On a point 
of order, I would like the Minister to start that 
scheme with Orlu Division. 

The Chairman : That is a point of request 
and not a point of order. 

The Minister of Mines and Power : I 
would like to say that the request is noted. 

Mr A. E. Effiong-Spatts (Calabar): On a 
point of order, I want to request the hon. 
Minister to supply to Akpabuyo in Calabar 
area. 

The Chairman : Order, order ! Members 
who put in a quick word through points of 
order, I am sure, will not grumble if they do 
not catch the Speaker's eye. 

The Minister of Mines and Power : I 
will also go further to say that it will be 
extremely difficult for me with the limited time 
available to name all the towns that will be 
supplied with electricity in our next economic 
programme. This much I will say. What we 
normally do is to ask the Regional Governments 
to submit lists of names of towns that they 
would like to be supplied with electricity and 
then we carry out survey to see whether it is 
economically possible and feasible to do so. 
Then we submit our report, and having done 
that, the Regional Government will lend us 
money interest-free and we supply this area 
with power. When we have finished this 
exercise, it is my intention to come to the 
Floor of this House this year and announce 
the names of the towns that we have selected 
that will be electrified during our next economic 
programme. 

But even where towns have been suggested 
to the Regional Governments or to my Minis
try, we must first of all satisfy ourselves that 
it is economically possible and feasible and 
viable to do so because hon. Members will 
agree with me that with the limited funds that 
we have available, we cannot just supply any 
town with electricity. We must satisfy 
ourselves that those towns that we supply with 
electricity do deserve such a supply. 
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An hon. Member: On a point of order, 
many of us here do not go back to the House 
of Assembly in our Regions. How do we 
make suggestions to our Regional Govern
ments? 

The Chairman : That is a question. I 
think I must refer Members again to Standing 
Order 27 which deals with point of order. 
It is not an opportunity for making brief 
speeches. 

The Minister of Mines and Power : I am 
really surprised that there are certain hon. 
Members who do not realise that they can 
approach any Government, any Local Autho
rity, any Organisation on behalf of their 
constituency if they really want some amenities 
for such constituency. 

Mention has been made of mineral survey 
in this country. The success of any economic 
planning and, therefore, economic develop
ment depends on the availability of the data 
on minerals and mineral deposits in the country. 
It is for this reason, therefore, that we are 
making efforts in my Ministry to survey as 
much as we can the whole country. To this 
effect, also, we have already got expert advice 
from various countries. I am not confining 
myself to, say, Great Britain in this mineral 
survey or to Canada or the United States of 
America. I am getting technical advice from 
not only Great Britain but also from Canada, 
Italy and other parts of the world. It is my 
intention therefore to use all the experts that 
I can lay hands on in order to carry out the 
mineral survey of this country, for I realise 
that the success of our economic planning, 
and hence our economic development, depends 
on the availability of the mineral data that we 
h~ve in this country. So, we are doing this. 

Mention has been made about the iron ore 
deposit in Enugu in respect of the establish
ment of iron and steel industry in that area. 
It is not for me to say where the industry is 
going to be sited, and I would like to make this 
quite clear on the Floor of this House that 
when I discover a mineral, my work is finished. 
It is the responsibility of the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry to encourage indust
rialists or other people who are interested to set 
up the industry. 

An hon. Member : I think it is the Minister 
of Mines and Power's responsibility. 

The Minister of Mines and Power : It is 
not. If the hon. Member knows what the 
division of the responsibilities are, he will 
agree with me that this is so. 

But I would like to say this. The Iron and 
Steel Industry in particular has given me 
particular interest because for some reasons 
the initiation of the establishment of the 
Iron and Steel Industry started from my 
Ministry. It was at a certain stage that the 
Ministry handed it over to the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, and that is why 
I am in a position to give hon. Members some 
information about the establishment of the 
Industry. 

We have realised that the establishment of 
Iron and Steel Industry comes next to the 
Niger Dam Project in our Economic Pro
gramme. It has been accorded one of the 
highest priorities in our Economic Programme. 
For this reason we feel that there should be 
no politics at all. We must be guided therefore 
by the advice of our experts. It is for this 
reason that we have invited some experts to 
tell us after having considered all the facts 
concerning the various deposits, coal, iron ore 
and such other things, where it will be most 
economically suitable to site the industry. 

This report is yet to be submitted to the 
Government. But when the Report is sub
mitted to the Government, Government is 
going to take a decision based on the Report 
of those experts and under no circumstances 
shall we play politics with this most important 
industry which affects the economy of the 
country. 

As you will notice, Mr Chairman, I do not 
want to go point by point as made by Members 
because I think that most of the points that 
have been made are similar to one another. 
There is one particular point that was made 
by the hon. Member for Izi South (Mr Ikeh) 
concerning lead and zinc deposit. It is true 
that in 1 960 I made a statement on the Floor 
of this House and I said that money was 
coming and it might be possible to start the 
lead and zinc deposit mines in Abakaliki again. 
But he too mentioned that loan was expected 
from a firm. This firm declined to give 
this loan because it lost interest as a result 
of the price of lead and zinc in the world 
market which was then going down. Naturally, 
anybody that wants to invest his money in any 
industry must be satisfied that he is going to 
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get the money back. They were under the 
impression when they first came and saw me 
that it would be all right and that the price 
for lead and zinc in the world market was good. 
But later on before they made this investment 
they discovered that the price was going 
down and so they could not do anything 
about it. 

The hon. Member will bear me out that I 
myself went to his own area and visited those 
mines and discussed the matter with some of 
the Members coming from the same area. 

We are still looking for people who are 
interested in this and we will interest those 
that can come and put in money, but this 
depends on the price of this particular com
munity in the world market. 

Mr Chairman, let me say this. I will be 
doing injustice to my conscience if I do not 
say that the rate of electricity here is high. 
I agree. Some time ago I said in this House 
that we were exploring the possibility of the 
advisability of reducing the cost of electricity. 
Now we are trying to do that. But it must 
be realised that with this heavy demand 
coming every time and with industries spring
ing up everyday it will be extremely difficult 
for us to do anything that will retard the pro
gress of the E.C.N. in supplying areas with 
electricity. If we reduce the rate at this 
material time it will not enable the E.C.N. 
to go ahead with its own programme. How
ever, we are looking into the whole thing 
to see if there is a way out of it. But I do 
not want to commit myself because this is a 
very delicate matter, but I can assure hon. 
Members that I will look into the whole thing, 

Mr Chairman, I am really very grateful to 
all hon. Members that have made contri
butions all of which are very sensible and 
constructive and I do assure them that I will 
look into them when I go back. 

The Deputy Chairman: Order. May I 
appeal to hon. Members. I appreciate there are 
many Members who still want to speak but I 
feel like appealing to you. I wish to draw the 
attention of hon. Members to the fact that we 
still have the Ministry of Transport and Avia
tion, Coastal Agency, Inland Waterways, 
Ministry of Information. In addition we have 
two Motions on the Capital Estimates. We 
have already spent almost an hour and a half 
on this Head so I do implore Members realise 
this. 

£236,090 for Head 53-Ministry of Mines 
and Power-ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 54-GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

£129,420 for Head 54-Geological Survey
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 55-MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND 
AVIATION 

Question proposed, that £1,065,720 for Head 
55-Ministry of Transport and Aviation-stand 
part of the Schedule. 

The Deputy Ch~irman : May I make one 
explanation on this Head. I think we have 
three Heads coming under this Ministry-55, 
56 and 57-and I do wish that Members will 
speak generally on the three Heads so that we 
can dispose of them at the same time. 

Alhaji Muhammadu Gauyamma (Hade
jia North): I rise to speak in support of Head 
55-Ministry of Transport and Aviation. 

As Members are well aware, transport is the 
life-blood of any nation. I want to congratulate 
the Minister for the work he has done in the 
past. 

People are supposed to learn from advice 
and so I want to offer him some advice. I will 
start with the Shipping Line under him. I 
want to know why he always buys old and 
second-hand ships. Recently, one was con
verted into scrap after a short use. Who were 
the valuers ? Who made Nigeria lose so much 
money ? Ministers should be ready to account 
for every penny of public money spent. 

Secondly, during the recent Dock Workers 
strike, there were strong rumours that Minis
ters' wives were shareholders in the Dock 
Workers business. We want to have a definite 
reply to this statement. Why does not the 
Government recruit labour direct ? Why does 
the Government handover the salaries of 
workers to people, who in turn must mak~ their 
profits before they pay the workers ? Is it nqt 
profiteering at the expense of the people ? Let 
us get this thing straight. Let the Government 
pay the salaries direct to the workers. I want 
to hear a statemel)t in this House on the 
question of salaries of Dock Workers. 

My next point is on the Aviation Training 
School. All the aircraft meant to be used for 
training are out of service. For the past six 
months there has been a Training School for 
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Pilots only in name. No Plane has left the 
ground. Yet, the Instructors are earning their 
salaries. The Pilots in training are earning 
their salaries. Still there is no training because 
there are no planes. This is a cheat on the 
Government and a waste of Government funds. 
Why can we not send these pilots direct to 

. London for training ? 
I do not want to quarrel with the Railways 

now. It already has its own problems. I 
hope that after the Bornu Extension has been 
completed, the Nigerian Railway will be able 
to balance its books. All that is important 
now is that it should decide on solving its 
power problem with the Nigerian Coal Corpora
tion, and the Electricity Corporation. I hope 
the Minister of Transport and Aviation 
should solve amicably. 

I wish to say that this House want specific 
statements on the points I have raised. This 
nation wants to be assured that we all here 
assembled are serving the people. Let us, 
I repeat, please serve the people and hold our 
positions as a sacred trust. 

I beg to support. 

12 noon. 

Mr D. S. Udo-Inyang (Opobo North): I 
would like to congratulate the Minister of 
Transport and Aviation very much for what 
he has been able to achieve in the Northern 
Region. Every year. we hear and read of the 
extension of the railway in the Northern 
Region and we know that the Emirs are really 
delighted about all these extensions. These 
extensions will naturally help the economic 
c;levelopment of the Northern Region. 

I would however, like to remind the Minister 
of the saying that "charity begins at home". 
Those of us from Eastern Nigeria are beginning 
to doubt whether the Minister remembers that 
Region at all. He has done much more in the 
Northern Region than he has done in the 
Eastern Region. In this respect, I would 
also like to remind the Minister of a particular 
Motion which he amended and which was 
subsequently approved on the Floor of this 
House in 1959. Since the Amendment was 
approved by this honourable House, the 
MiniSter has not done anything in connection 
with the reopening of Opobo Port. He knows 
how much our people in the Eastern Region 
are suffering as a result of the closing of this 

port. There is only one port at Port-Harcourt, 
there are no railway lines in Opobo and those 
of our people who a.re produce traders are 
finding it increasingly difficult and unecono
mical to transport their products. As things 
are at the moment, every trader has to go to 
Port-Harcourt to transport his products. I 
think that the time has now come for the 
Minister to see to the implementation of his 
Amendment. It was, however, said at that 
time that the port would be opened when it 
was financially and technically possible to do so. 
There is no doubt that under our Six-Year 
Development Programme the Minister will 
find it both technically and financially possible 
to open the port. 

I would like to remind the Minister of the 
fact that our chiefs along Rivers particularly 
Chief Douglas Jaja of Opobo Town who is a 
First Class Chief and a Minister without 
Portfolio in the Eastern Regional Government, 
would like to see Opobo Port re-opened in the 
same way and with the same speed that railway 
lines are extended in the Northern Region. 

I also want to draw the attention of the 
Minister to the plight of the daily paid workers 
under the Coastal Agency in Lagos. Their 
plight is miserable. Those of them who have 
been daily paid workers for so many years 
should be converted to the permanent grade. 
They are suffering a great deal and now that the 
cost of living has risen considerably in Lagos, 
something should be done to improve their 
service conditions. 

Another point is in connection with Inland 
waterways. I want to congratulate the Minister 
for the provision of Rest Houses at Asaba and 
Onitsha but there is still much to be done at 
these places. At times, it is not po!!sible to find 
a toilet in the Asaba Rest House. This can be 
very embarrassing to ladies and gentlemen who 
are strangers or visitors. The Rest House 
should be brought up to date by the provision of 
toilet and good, decent bars. 

In conclusion, I want to appeal to the Minis
ter that if we, from the Eastern Region, cannot 
have extensions of railway lines, we should at 
least have our ports improved and opened for 
use because we have many coastal towns in the 
Eastern Region, and along the Rivers trade has 
been brought almost to a standstill. For 
instance, in Ogoja Province nothing has been 
done to open the creeks or the waterways there. 
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The Minister should see to all these things. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

12.05. p.m. 

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East): May I say 
that the Ministry of Transport, like the 
Ministry of Mines and Power, has special 
relationship with two . difficult corporations. 
The first is the Nigeria Airways and the second 
is the Nigerian Railway Corporation. The 
difficulty that arises in connection with these 
corporations is the review of activities of these 
public corporations which is long overdue. 
It has been taken for granted by all economists 
who look into the workings of these corporations 
that the meaning of the word "Statutory 
Corporation" has been forgotten. 

With some modifications, I think the Ports 
Authority will be all right, and that was why I 
did not include the Ports Authority when I 
mentioned the Statutory Corporations under 
the Ministry. 

A short while ago, the dock workers almost 
succeeded in staging a country-wide strike. 
That strike was planned, according to allega
tions by Mr Kweku Biney of W. Biney and Co. 
Ltd. Anyone who knows the devastation 
that can result from a country-wide strike, will 
view this matter with all seriousness. This 
applies especially to the Ministry concerned. 
Mr Kweku Biney has since denied very stre
nuously any knowledge of the planning and 
financing of the strike but he has not been able 
to explain certain things. There are certain 
explanations which we require in order to 
exculpate him from the charge of trying to 
paralyse this country. 

In the first place, we would like to kno~·;,.,hY 
the General Manager, Mr H. H . Solomon, his 
Deputy, Mr F. Ikhide and Messrs Nkamere 
and J. Merrill were dismissed only after the 
strike had failed. Why were these people not 
dismissed before the strike ? In the second 
place, according to the papers which were 
circulated to all hon. Members in this House, 
if the allegation is not true or conversely, if it is 
true that these people were dismissed because 
of subversive activities, what stopped them 
from joining the new company, the West 
African Development and Stevedoring Com
pany, and with their qualifications, why did 
they not join that company and stage very 
intense competition ? 

An hon. Member : Ask them. 
Mr Oronsaye : It is the Minister who will 

explain. These two questions must be ans
wered by Franco Olugbake and others who 
sent all sorts of explanations into Members' 
pigeon holes. 

There is much more in this matter than 
meets the eye, and it seems to me that there is 
need for a commission of inquiry. This is the 
only issue that requires modification, as I have 
said, in the case of the Ports Authority. If the 
workers are not in good form, or if we feel 
there will be intense intrigue and country
wide strikes and do nothing to avert them, then 
we will be inviting a lot of trouble. I would 
like to explain why I say there is danger in a 
country-wide strike. There is a group of 
people, known by economists as syndicalists 
who believe that the only method of social 
change is in the general strike. 

Mr B. 0. Ikeh (Izi South) : On a point of 
order, Standing Order 26 (2) says, "A Member 
must confine his observations to the subject under 
discussion and may not introduce matter irrelevant 
thereto." The question of strikes comes 
under the Ministry of Labour and the 
Member for Benin East (Mr Oronsaye) ·is 
discussing a matter that has nothing to do with 
the Ministry of Transport. 

The Chairman: Order. The context in 
which the hon. Member is discussing labour 
matters, I think, also comes within the Ministry 
of Transport, but the only thing is that in 
view of the number of Members who want to 
speak and the fact that we have· still got many 
more Heads of Estimates to consider, I would 
appeal to the hon. Member not to be too 
exhaustive. 

Mr Oronsaye : I will be brief, Mr Chair
man. I was trying to show the danger of a 
general strike and the purpose of the people 
who finance it. The main purpose of those 
who finance strikes is to paralyse the system of 
Government in this country. And, I have been 
told that the money came from some part of 
West Africa. It was passed round, we know 
of it and we have been told of the vested 
interest involved in the matter. I will not say 
more than that. 

I will now go to the fir~t of the difficult . 
Corporations and that is the Nigeria Airways. 
Last year I said many things about the activities 
of this Corporation. I hammered chiefly on 
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the necessity for international route develop
ment. Most of the things I said clustered 
around this. It is interesting to find that 
what is said in the 1962-68 Development 
Programme precisely is what I said then. I 
invite the attention of hon. Members to 
paragraphs 116 to 124 pages 80 to 81 of the 
Development Programme 1962-68. The point 
I am making here is that the hope expressed 
in the part I have quoted is very remote and is 
conditional on good adjustments and resultant 
efficiency, that is, it is dependent on good 
adjustment and efficiency. This efficiency 
is not likely due to upset factors generated by 
operations within the Corporation itself. 

It is for the purpose of efficiency that we 
get up in this House to speak, so that there will 
be optimum Labour, optimum capital, both 
liquid and solid. We want optimum in 
everything so that production will be efficient. 
The point I want to make here is without 
prejudice to anybody. I would like to say that 
the present Chairman is doing his very best, 
he is working very hard but he has got to look 
very carefully especially into appointments. 
Appointments in this Corporation have turned 
the name from the Nigeria Airways to the 
Mbaise Air Lines. That is what-

Mr E. 0. Ifezue (Orlu North): On a point 
of order, there is no such thing as Mbaise 
Airways. The hon. Member should not 
impute motives. 

Mr Oronsaye : I have already stated that 
I will not impute motives but I will explain 
what I mean by Mobaise Air Lines. A few 
weeks ago, 46 people were appointed into the 
Sales and Traffic and Cargo Sections as Clerks. 
Thirty-four of these people were from Mbaise 
and Umuahia, one from Onitsha, one from the 
Mid-West, one from Lagos, two from Calabar 
and seven from the Yoruba West. 

An bon. Member : What of the North ? 
Mr Oronsaye: None came from the North. 

If out of 46, 34 are from Mbaise it means that 
the Nigeria Airways is becoming Mbaise Air 
Lines. 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : On a 
point of order, I think the hon. Member for 
Benin East (Mr Oronsaye) is really misleading 
the House. It is no use coming to this honour
able House with fictitious figures. There is 
nothing like Mbaise Air Lines and the in
formation he is giving to the House is false. 

Mr E. 0. Arak.a (Onitsha Urban): Mbaise 
is quite a distance from Umuahia. Mbaise is 
in Owerri Division and Umuahia is quite a 
different Province. If the hon. Member for 
Benin East wants to continue on this allegation 
he should tell us how many from Mbaise and 
how many from Umuahia and not just bundle 
them together. 

Mr A. Opia (Aboh): The hon. Member for 
Benin East has not been able to tell us how 
many people applied from each of these places 
he has mentioned. 

Mr Oronsaye : If hon. Members will 
listen, these are not fictitious figures. 

Mr C. 0. Chiedozie (Enugu): On a point 
of order, the objection we are taking is that 
people should not come to the Floor of this 
House to make fictitious accusations. (Inter
ruptions) . 

The Chairman : Order. I do not think 
this is the first time that allegations or accusa
tions have been made in this House but I 
think this is a Parliament, it is very much of a 
game of give and take. When we start peddling 
Regional chauvinism from any Side it has no 
end. That is why the Chair is always anxious 
to refrain hon. Members from making accusa
tions anyhow. 

Mr Oronsaye : The appointment of the 
Passenger Manager for the Lagos Sales Office 
was most irregularly done. An Mbaise man 
was catapulted from the junior grade to 
(Interruption) . 

The Chairman: Order. Much as the 
Chair has already ruled that when Members 
start giving they must be prepared to take, I 
do not think we should push it to the extent 
of causing a general disorder. Therefore, 
will the hon. Member speak on the Head of 
Estimates and please leave clannishness and 
be brief with his points. 

Mr Oronsaye : While wishing to respect 
the ruling-

Mr W. Briggs (Degema): On a point of 
order, I think if things of this nature are being 
practised it is good for an hon. Member of 
this House to bring it to the Floor of this 
House. After all, we have been saying that 
there is too much Northernisation and the 
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Northern elements have taken it, so we should 
be able to take it also when it comes to our 
turn. (Interruptions). 

The Chairman : May I say again that the 
Chair is rv·t 'lgainst people bringing facts they 
know on the Floor of this House. One thing 
the Chair is anxious to avoid is using it as 
occasion for mischief making. Definitely legi
timate facts stated on the Floor of this House 
can hardly be objected to. All I am saying 
is that before now allegations have been made 
and they have led to quite active reactions on 
either Side, and I do not think we should go 
beyond the points of what has already been 
obtaining here. 

Mr Oronsaye : I thank you very much 
for the ruling and also for your fairness. It is 
not my intention and people who know me 
know that I do not impute motives, but I hate 
injustice. If the Airline exists for the whole 
country and a man who is in authority there 
uses his power to the gain of his town and to 
the disadvantage of others, I think this is 
injustice on the whole country. 

Mr E. 0. Ifezue (Orlu North) : On a 
point of information, the Chairman of the 
Airways is from the Mid-West, and not from 
Mbaise. 

The Chairman : I think the hon. Member 
speaking has rightly chanelled his last remark 
by merely saying that if one is from a particular 
section of the country and tries to use his 
influence to the disadvantage of others, that is 
not fair. I think that solves the issue, and 
I do not think we should go beyond that at 
this stage. 

Mr Oronsaye : I -was not referring to the 
Chairman when I was speaking. I was refer
ring to Mr P. S. E. Ezenwa and Mr S. A. 0. 
Achilefu. These are the two people who do 
this thing in the Airways, and they are causing 
a lot of trouble as a result of what they do 
there. 

The Chairman : Order, order ! I do 
not think that it is proper that the hon. Gentle
man should lose his temper to the extent of 
shouting on the Chair, because under the 
Standing Orders, when an hon. Member is 
speaking on the Floor of this House, he is 
addressing the Chair. No matter how irritated 
or annoyed an hon. Member may be, if he 

shouts while speaking he is in effect shouting 
at the Chair, which is most improper and 
unbecoming. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : I am rising 
on a point of order, which is clearly this. 
As one from where the Airways is based, I 
feel the hon. Gentleman is perfectly entitled to 
say what he considers his grievance. But 
however badly some civil servants may be 
doing, their names should not be mentioned 
and attacked on the Floor of this House 
because they have no opportunity to defend 
themselves here. 

The Chairman : I think that the point of 
order of the hon. Member for Ikeja (Mr Ogun
sanya) is quite in order. Mter all, there has 
been a lot of protests in the past when such 
attacks have been made but nobody objected 
to issues being discussed on principle. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (Mr S. Lana) : On a point 
of order, at this stage, I think it will rather 
embarrass the Minister if the hon. Member for 
Benin East (Mr Oronsaye) should continue 
the speech in this manner. (Interruptions). 

The Chairman: Order, order! Hon. 
Gentlemen, do not let us let order turn into 
disorder. I think what the hon. Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Prime Minister has just said 
does not come under a point of order, and 
certainly there is no point of direction in our 
Standing Orders. 

Mr Oronsaye : I have to go a little further. 

Several hon. Members: Sit do.vn, sit 
down! 

Mr Mbah rose-

The Chairman: Order, order! This 
single speech has taken us nearly 25 minutes. 
I am not saying who is responsible for it, but 
let hon. Members who are eager to speak 
note the amount of time being wasted. 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North): What 
I want to say is that despite the Chairman's 
repeated ruling on this issue, the hon. Gentle
man continues to make reckless attacks on 
the officials of the Airlines. 

The Chairman : I think it is up to the 
Chair to insist that its rulings be upheld. 
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Mr Oronsaye : Now, I will leave this he wants to bring out any irregularity there, 
point because there is so much vested interest but in doing so he should be very careful so 
in it, and will go to the next one. that names are not mentioned. 

There seems to be some friction somewhere 
between the European pilots and the Nigerian 
pilots. I understand that the last "Fok.k.er 
Friendship" was brought in by a completely 
Nigerian crew. But this arrangement is now 
being sabotaged. It will be a matter for regret 
if this happens. We have been told that these 
"Fok.k.er Friendship" 'planes are specially 
designed to help the Nigeria Airways. I have 
flown in one of them myself and I was quite 
happy with it. If the last of these aircrafts is to 
be brought by a completely Nigerian crew 
(and this has already been decided upon by the 
people in charge of the Airways) there is no 
reason to change that decision now and have 
white pilots to bring the "Fok.k.er Friendship" 
'planes. The Minister would please intervene 
in this matter and see that the last "Fok.k.er 
Friendship" is brought by a completely 
Nigerian crew. 

I must praise the Chairman and the Directors 
for the appointment of Mr S. 0. Akalonu as 
Sales Superintendent. 

Mr Opia : Why ? Because he comes from 
the hon. Member's area? 

Mr Oronsaye : He does not come from my 
area. On no account must this man be placed
( Interruptions). 

Mr D. C. Ahamefula (Okigwi South West): 
On a point of order, I would like the hon. 
Member for Benin East (Mr Oronsaye) to tell 
us whether he is now asking us to push for
ward-

The Chairman : Order ! That is a question 
and we have long passed Question time. 

Mr Oronsaye : It is good to give praise 
where praise is due. On no account must this 
man be placed under Mr E. L. Chase, the last 
expert of the Nigeria Airways. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): On a 
point of order, the hon. Gentleman is very 
irrelevant. We have it provided in the Standing 
Orders of this House that the names of civil 
servants who are naturally not Members of 
this House should not be used here. The hon. 
Gentleman keeps on repeating names of 
people who are not here. I do appreciate that 

Mr J. U. Odey (Ogoja East) : On a point of 
order, the hon. Member for Benin East (Mr 
Oronsaye) is still irrelevant and I thint.. the 
Chair should call him to order and let another 
person take over. 

Mr Oronsaye : Finally, the B.O.A.C. has 
been making huge losses. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : On a point 
of order, affairs of the B.O.A.C. are not the 
concern of this House. 

The Chairman : Order ! I think that with 
all that has been going on, I will ask the hon. 
Member for Benin East to wind up his speech 
in a minute. 

Mr Oronsaye : The Nigeria Airways 
should look for other god-fathers in the 
U.S.S.R., America and some other places. 

I beg to support. 

12.28 p.m. 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari, Sarkin Bai 
(Dambatta): I rise to support whole-heartedly 
the expenditure on this Head of Estimates. I 
would like to take this opportunity to draw 
the attention of the hon. Minister of Transport 
and Aviation to certain anomalies that exist in 
his Ministry, in the hope that the Minister will 
take every necessary step to see that these 
anomalies are removed. 

It is not, and it has never been, my intention 
to criticize the Minister either on the Floor of 
this House or anywhere else because I am 
fully convinced that the Minister of Transport 
and Aviation is a respectable gentleman: 
he is a man of honour and integrity. Apart 
from his duties as the Minister of Transport 
and Aviation, Mr Njoku is doing a lot to 
increase the prestige of Nigeria abroad. I have 
in mind the Minister's role in the Conunon
wealth Parliamentary Association. His role 
is acclaimed by the General Council and all 
the branches of the Association, and he should 
rest assured that his services are appreciated 
by all of us and that he will continue to have 
our support and confidence. 

Now, I am going to confine my short speech 
to anomalies in the Nigerian Railway Corpora
tion and the Nigeria Airways Corporation, 
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and even so, I ·will deal with those matters 
directly connected with the ordinary man in 
the street-the passengers who travel in the 
trains and those who travel on our aircraft. 

Let me deal with the Railway Corporation 
first. People are complaining too much that 
the whole railway system is unsatisfactory, 
and I quite agree with them for this reason. 
It is my humble view that there is an urgent 
and immediate need to review the Railway 
Corporation Ordinance of 1957 with a view to 
making some amendments. The Minister 
may recall that in the year 1960, I tabled a 
Motion here asking the Government to explore 
the possibility of splitting this Corporation 
into three autonomous regions. I did not 
move that Motion because I felt that it was 
not in the interest of the unity of the country. 
I thought things would thence forward improve, 
but to my surprise things are getting from bad 
to worse. 

The North is not happy about the way and 
manner in which people are recruited to the 
Nigerian Railway Corporation. It is a well
known fact that the number of miles of our 
railway in the Northern Region is far greater 
than that in the East and West put together. 
But it is most disheartening and disappointing 
that the number of Northerners working in the 
Railway Corporation is too small. Of course, 
the percentage is less than one. What is the 
Minister doing about it ? What step has he 
taken to see that more and more Northerners 
are employed in the Corporation ? I want a 
categorical statement on this, and unless this is 
forthcoming, I will be compelled to move that 
Motion. 

I now come to some complaints on our 
trains. I want the Minister to listen very well 
to these complaints which I have summarised 
as follows: 

1. That our passenger trains do not keep 
their time-tables. They are some times up 
to seventeen hours late. 

2. That the number of coaches-1st, 2nd 
and 3rd class is too few, and as a result, our 
trains are always too crammed. 

3. That the existing passenger coaches 
are too old anri should be replaced with new 
ones. In this connection, the Minister may 
explore the possibility of providing parlour 
cars on our trains. 

4. That gambling on our trains is 
becoming more and more rampant. 

5. That thieves always storm important 
stations and steal passengers' money and 
properties. 

6. That some stations are too congested 
and out of date. I have in mind the Kano 
Railway Station which was built in 1914. 
This station needs extension and expansion. 
Passengers are always packed like cigarettes 
and the entrance is too narrow. People, 
especially women and children, suffer a lot 
before they get their way through. 

This is a summary of the complaints, and I hope 
the Minister will examine them carefully. So 
much about the Nigerian Railway Corporation. 

The Minister knows only too well that Kano 
has been slighted. The Kano airport which 
was once the 13th in rank in the whole world 
is now being ignored. As I said before, all 
international flights are being diverted to 
Lagos, thus leaving the Kano airfield almost 
empty. I really do not understand the idea 
behind this. The Minister may have some 
proposals up his sleeves, but of course, this 
House is entitled to know those proposals. 
What is the use of building an expensive and 
beautiful airport like the one at Kano only to 
be a centre for drunkards and sleeping place or 
rooms for V.I.P's? I want a statement on 
this, Mr Chairman. 

I also want to know why companies like the 
U.A.C. and Alitalia are refused licences to fly 
passengers to and from Kano. 

I beg to support. 

ChiefD. A. Ogunleye (Ede-Ejigbo): I have 
just very brief remarks to make about the 
Ministry of Transport and Aviation. Yester
day, I complained about the traffic congestion 
in Lagos and the Minister of Finance got up to 
say that in almost all countries where there are 
railway crossings, there used to be traffic 
congestion. That does not mean that where 
we have such heavy congestion as is expe
rienced at Oyingbo and Mushin railway 
crossings, the Government should not do 
something to rectify the situation. Now that 
we have the Minister of Transport and Aviation 
in the House, I will be very glad if he can make 
a statement about how he proposes to help to 
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minimise the traffic jam at Oyingbo and 
Mushin. I will be glad if he can make such a 
statement about it in the House this morning. 

A lot has been said about the Railway 
Corporation. I want to say that almost 
everyday, people are seeking employment 
under the Corporation-

MrS. A. Babatunde (Ilorin East) : The hon. 
Gentleman has no experience about railway. 
His constituency has no railway station at all. 
He should make speeches about things he is 
conversant with. 

Chief Ogunleye : People always go to the 
Railway Corporation for employment. I just 
want to appeal to that Corporation, simply for 
the unity and welfare of the country, that, as 
much as possible, consideration should be 
given to people, irrespective of their tribe. 
That point is very important. 

Another point that I want to touch is that 
when I was making my speech about this same 
Corporation during my contribution to the 
debate on the Governor-General's Speech 
from the Throne, I expressed the view that it 
was high time that railway fares were reviewed 
and, if possible, reduced, in order to attract 
more people to travel by trains. I was not able 
to get a satisfactory answer to my request, but 
I shall be grateful if the Minister will make a 
definite statement this time. 

I now want to mention some shortcomings 
in the Traffic Section of the Nigerian Railways. 
There is now no discipline among the staff in 
that section. To make my point clearer, I 
shall cite an example. In the trains it is the 
usual practiCe for the traffic clerks to go round 
to check whether correct tickets have been 
bought and in soine cases to take care of 
passengers and their luggages. But at present, 
instead of these clerks concentrating on their 
job, they employ their official time romancing. 
(Laughter). They are always found sitting 
beside beautiful ladies and having lengthy 
discussions. 

Sometime ago, I was travelling by train and 
I happened to see one of these traffic clerks 
sitting by a lady, and whilst they were engaged 
in deep discussion a very big packet fell from 
the rack and there was considerable damage 
to its contents. From this incident, it will 
be seen that had the clerk not been unmindful 
of his duty, and had he seen to it that loads 

were properly packed, the packet could not 
have fallen from the rack. I am, therefore, 
appealing to the Minister to see to it that as 
much as possible proper discipline should be 
enforced. 

We are fully aware of Nigeria's Six-Year 
Development Plan, and it is my submission 
that it will be most unfair if my Division, 
which has a representation of nine in Parlia
ment, fails to get adequate share of amenities. 
It is for this reason that I am calling on the 
Federal Government to extend its activity 
to Oshun Division, and to put in more light. 
I think it will not be out of place to say that we 
have not got even roads being maintained by 
the Federal Government in my Division. I 
have always said in the past that roads con
necting two Regions should, at least, be taken 
over by the Federal Government. Such 
roads like the Ede-Ogbomosho-Ilorin ought-

The Chairman : The hon. Gentleman is 
certainly being terribly irrelevant. We are 
discussing the railways. 

Chief Ogunleye : I am indeed sorry. I 
shall now put an end to that and go straight to 
another point, which is about the aerodrome at 
Ido-Oshun. I want to say that the aerodrome 
is anything but admirable, and I should like 
to appeal to the Minister to effect some repairs 
to put it in good shape, especially when it is 
realised that it is the only aerodrome that we 
have in that Division. 

It will interest the House to know that 
passengers even from He, Oshogbo and 
Ogbomosho hesitate to take their planes at 
this airport, instead they prefer to travel to 
as far as Ibadan to embark a plane. I think 
that if something is done to the ~erodrome, 
passengers will be lured in great number to 
take off from that airport instead of at any 
other aerodrome. 

I beg to support. 

12.45 p.m. 

M. Sule Abba Biu (Biu North) : In support
ing this Head for the Ministry of Transport 
and Aviation, I would like to make one or 
two points. 

The first concerns the chartering of plane 
for pilgrims to Mecca. In the past, as it is at 
present, the United Arab and the Sabina 
Airlines have held the monopoly of conveying 
these pilgrims to Mecca. I believe that if 
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this action is stopped and the Nigeria Airways 
is made to fly these passengers, more revenue 
will surely come to us. I implore the Minister 
to consider this suggestion seriously. 

The next point is about the V.I.P. plane. 
The "Fokker Friendship" plane is being flown 
by two Nigerian captains, but the V.I.P. plane 
which flies the Prime Minister and some other 
very important persons is stiJI being taken 
care of by an expatriate pilot officer. It beats 
me why our leaders have so much faith and 
confidence in the expatriates than in Nigerians. 

Another point is about the Flying School. 
Not very long ago, the Flying School, with the 
sole assistance of one instructor, was able to 
train about five Nigerians, but at the moment, 
with some three instructors, the School has 
only turned out three trainees. I think this 
state of things is very shameful and disgraceful, 
and it only goes to emphasies that the three 
instructors are not measuring up to the stan
dards expected of them. 

I want to discuss now the condition of our 
trained-Nigerian pilot officers. When these 
boys complete their course of training they 
find it difficult to get fixed up in a job. I do 
not know who is responsible for this. I do 
not know whether something is wrong in the 
Ministry of Transport and Aviation or in the 
Ministry of Education. 

Recently, about four Nigerians returned to 
this country after the successful completion 
of their training course overseas. On their 
arrival, they ·went to the Ministry of Education 
to ask for employment and they were told 
that the Ministry had nothing to do with 
them, and that their responsibility rested with 
the award of scholarships. From the Ministry 
of Education they went to the Ministry of 
Transport and Aviation for job, and they were 
again told that they had no authority to employ 
them. But, fortunately, the Permanent Secre
tary, Ministry of Transport and Aviation, 
came to their rescue and gave prompt instruc
tion that they be employed. 

The point I am making is that Nigeria 
spent about £5,000 to get these men trained, 
and there is no reason why they should not be 
properly employed after qualifying. Besides, 
they should also be provided with adequate 
accommodation. It seems absurd to me that 
these men were granted car advances but 
nothing was done to provide them with suitable 

accommodation. What will a man do with a 
car if he has no place to put his head ? I 
cannot see the wisdom in this action. 

On the Floor of this House accusations 
have been levelled against the Minister of 
Transport and Aviation, but it seems to me that 
he does not take account of them. I want to 
emphasise this point, that the Minister should 
institute a commission of enquiry to investigate 
the whole irregularities of the Nigeria Air
ways Corporation. I want to say that if the 
Minister feels that he is unable to carry on the 
responsibilities devolving on him, he should 
take leave of the Prime Minister and resign his 
job. 

Alhaji Zubairu Omar (Nassarawa) : I 
hope to be brief in my remarks on this Head. I 
support the Head and in doing so I would 
like to make a request through you, Mr Chair
man, to the Minister of Transport to see that 
the Nigerian Railway Corporation should 
supply Gudi station with a waiting room, 
passengers' plat-form and a rest house. 

Gudi railway station is the most important 
railway station between Kafanchan and Makurdi 
because it serves the following towns-Keffi, 
Nassarawa, Wamba, Akwanga and the rest 
of the surrounding towns and viJlages. At 
present, all export crops are from the above
mentioned areas to the Gudi railway station 
for railing. 

Both limited and local trains arrive at 
Gudi late at night. Passengers are always 
stranded between the station and the towns, 
especially civil servants going on transfer 
with their families. I hope the Minister 
will do something forthwith about my request. 

I beg to support. 

Mr P. 0. Eleke (Okigwi South East) : I 
rise to support the expenditure under this 
Head. I am happy to congratulate the Minis
ter of Transport and Aviation for all he has 
so far done. 

May I humbly bring to the notice of the 
Minister the importance of a railway line 
which we have repeatedly wanted to run 
from the Western Region to the Eastern 
Region of the Federation of Nigeria. This 
will have the effect of making journeys from 
the East to the West and vice versa shorter 
and convenient. The railway line will pay 
its way becase the areas through which the 
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railway line will serve are thickly populated and 
cargoe is abundant. Everything that makes 
for a successful railway line is available and 
I hope the Minister will make it a point of 
duty to pursue this project. 

The time has really come when the Federal 
Government should take over many of the 
Regional roads which are really very important. 

Mr F. A. M. Amad.i (Nsukka Central): On 
a point of order, I want to say that the question 
of roads is under the Ministry of Works and 
Surveys, and the speech the hon. Member is 
making is addressed to the Minister of Trans
port. 

The Chairman : May I humbly say that 
Members on my far right should not be 
terribly disturbed when it looks as if more 
Members are being called from other Benches. 
If all these interruptions lead us into a series 
of confusion and waste of time, Members 
should not blame the Chair. 

The Member for Okigwi South East (Mr 
Eleke), I thought, was referring to his notes, 
but we have seen his face frequently enough. 
Besides, he was trying to raise a point about 
roads, and I would like to inform him that 
the issue of roads is not within the Ministry 
of Transport. 

Mr Eleke : I am l!appy to accept your 
ruling, Mr Chairman. I want to make one 
other point. Air fares in Nigeria appear 
to be too high. The result is that many 
people who would like to travel by air are 
forced to make use of other slower means of 
travelling. I appeal to the Federal Government 
to reduce the fares in order to bring it to the 
reach of every average citizen in the country 
who may need the services of the Nigeria 
Airways. 

I beg to support. 

Oba S. A. Oladiran (Okitipupa South): I 
support this Head. Various people have 
spoken, congratulating the Minister of Trans
port. I associate myself with them in congra
tulating the Minister and, at the same time, 
I would like to make a few remarks about the 
Inland Waterways. 

The escravos bar project which is going on 
at Okitipupa along the delta area is commend
able. I would appeal to the Minister to see 
that after the completion of this gigantic 

project, the rail track connecting Ondo to 
Okitipupa be converted to a permanent rail 
road so that the evacuation of crops in that 
area will be facilitated. 

This rail road will be from Ondo to Oluagbo 
in Okitipupa Division. The line, if built, 
will be economical and viable. It will quicken 
the evacuation of palm produce from Igbogini, 
Irele, Aiye, Shagomi (my home town) and 
Okitipupa to township to Lagos here for export. 

Under the present Six-Year Development 
Programme, I humbly appeal to the Minister 
to do something so that after the completion 
of the escravos bar project, the rail track will 
be fully utilised by the people of Ondo Pro
vince. 

Secondly, I have to congratulate the Minister 
for increasing the number of boats used by the 
Inland Waterways. The Minister's efforts in 
increasing the boats is commendable. I would 
appeal to the Minister to do something to 
widen the creeks in Okitipupa Division. 

I beg to support. 

Mr J. A. Yacim (!galla North West) : I rise 
to support this Head and in doing so, I have 
first to ask the Minister to say whether the 
rumour going on now that the dock-yard 
which the Inland Waterways had created in 
Lokoja and the Headquarters of the Inland 
Waterways are to be transferred to Lagos is 
a fact. If this is true, I would appeal to the 
Minister not to do so because transferring 
the Headquarters of the Inland Waterways 
from Lokoja to Lagos will be an injustice to 
the people of Kabba Province. 

It appears that the views of the representa
tives of the people of this area in this House are 
disregarded and the people are slighted. We 
are more than seven Members from Kabba 
Province in this House and the Minister 
should take note that a Province which provides 
about seven Members in this House is an 
important one. I want the Minister to tell 
us in this House what other Federal Govern
ment amenity is provided for the people of 
Kabba Province other than this dock-yard 
and the Headquarters of the Inland Waterways 
cited in Lokoja which the Federal Government 
is proposing now to transfer to Lagos. I am 
seriously appealing to the Minister to make 
sure that this proposal is stopped forthwith. 

I would also appeal to the Minister-
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Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North): On a point and these are not easily transported from our 
of order, it is now one o'clock and, according to towns to other parts of the country like the 
the Standing Orders, it is time for the sitting to Western Region or Lagos. 
be suspended. 

The Chairman : I am not aware that it is 
one o'clock. 

Mr Yacim : If the Minister would heed the 
appeal that this transfer should not go on, I 
would make a humble appeal through the Chair 
to the Minister that the engine of the boat 
provided for the services in this dock, carrying 
cars and lorries from Lokoja to Sintaku should 
be thoroughly examined by the Minister him
self. 

The distance served by this boat is very 
short but due to failures of the engines, people 
intending to cross wait on both sides of the 
river for more than 2! hours. After the boat 
had left Lokoja, in spite of the short distance, 
the boat would not arrive at the opposite side 
until all the food that passengers had eaten had 
been digested and they began to feel hungry 
again. 

The Chairman : Order ! It is now 1 
o'clock and sitting is suspended till 3 o'clock. 

Sitting suspended : 1 p.m. 

Sitting resumed : 3.00 p.m. 

Mr Yacim :What I was saying when the 
House was suspended was to make a strong 
appeal to the Minister and Members of the 
Board not to transfer the headquarters of the 
Inland Waterways from Lokoja to Lagos. 
This will actually cause more unemployment in 
Kabba Province, and such unemployment 
problem is what Nigeria is facing to-day. 

Now, in addition,. I would invite the attention 
of the Minister to send a working team to 
survey the navigability of the river from Lokoja 
to Sintaku where a boat ferries motor vehicles 
and as a result wastes the time of passengers 
due to lack of easy river passage. 

The same thing applies to Idah and 
Agenebode. These two important towns have 
an important market where, if you agree with 
me, Mr Chairman, vou will find most of the 
produce and foodstliff with which Nigeria is 
being fed. This market is very important to 
people in other areas who are traders, because 
we are more interested in farming, though our 
farms are not like those cultivated by Yorubas 
for cash crops. We cultivate mainly food crops 

If this river is surveyed for navigability 
Members of Parliament and traders travelling 
from that side will travel from Idah to Lagos 
through Agenebode, which is an easy route, 
and it will be less expensive for Government 
when paying fares of people from Idah to 
Agenebode, which is now a distance of 158 
miles. So, I appeal to the Minister to send a 
working team to Lokoja and Idah to survey 
the river for navigability from Lokoja to 
Sintaku as soon as possible. 

On the question of transferring the head
quarters of the Inland Waterways from Lokoja 
to Lagos, I would like to point .out that this will 
cause more unemployment in that area. I 
would like to give an example of the conse
quence which such a transfer had caused in the 
past. We may remember that some years ago 
the Inland Waterways transferred their offices 
from Forcados to Warri. If anybody who had 
been in Forcados before the transfer now visits 
the place the person will find that the town looks 
very disgraceful. No town will survive 
economically if it lacks jobs. The little which 
we have got is this headquarters of the Inland 
Waterways. If it is transferred from us our 
future will be like that of Forcados. 

I want to say that we do not come to this 
House to make a noise in order to get our needs. 
All we wish is for all these things to be done. 
If they are done they are not mainly to my 
benefit. In fact, they are not only to the benefit 
of the people and the generations of the areas 
concerned but also to the benefit of the country 
as a whole. 

It was surprising this morning to note that 
an hon. Member, who is a competent debater, 
was told that his speech was irrelevant and he 
did not accept it. The whole House told him 
that he was out of order, but still he persisted. 
Although this is not part of my contribution, 
yet I beg to digress a bit. I will not mention 
the name of the hon. Member concerned. 

I humbly appeal to the Minister to see that 
a proper river navigation survey is carried out 
to connect Lokoja and the other part of Kabba 
province. We do not want our people to say 
that they have sent seven Members to Parlia
ment on the platform of the N.P.C., and that 
the Members have not done any useful service. 
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We do not want the N.P.C. to be defeated in 
Kabba Province. If you send a child to the 
market to buy some goods for you, you must 
give him sufficient money. 

The Chairman : Order ! If the hon. 
Gentleman has exhausted his points, he should 
wind up. 

Mr Yacim: In winding up, I appeal to the 
Minister to give this serious consideration and 
send a team to carry out a proper river naviga
tion survey to connect these towns-Lokoja to 
Sintaku, Idah to Agenebode. 

I support. 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : First 
of all, I want to congratulate the hon. Minister 
of Transport and Aviation for his services to 
the country. 

This year the expenditure of his Ministry 
has gone up to £1,065,720 as against £940,150 
last year. That is an indication that this is a 
very important Ministry. The Ministry of 
Transport has been doing quite a lot in the 
Airways, in the Shipping Line and in the 
Railways. The only unfortunate thing about 
the Ministry is that the work of this Ministry 
is not given publicity. I know the Minister 
is a silent worker, but he should try to publicise 
his activities so that people will know what has 
been going on. 

To substantiate this, we used to have before 
what is called DC3 Aircraft which could fly 
up to a maximum of ten thousand feet above 
sea Level. But with the introduction of 
Fokker Friendship Aircraft now, that has 
been doubled. The Fokker can fly up to 
twenty thousand feet, and of course, it has 
more amenities and more seats than the DC3 
Aircraft. We are also grateful that the 
criticisms on the Ministry about appointment 
of Air Hostesses have somehow diminished. 
But that does not mean that everything is 
quite in order because last time the Minister 
was travelling to Egypt and, coincidentally, 
we had to travel together. We made some 
observations when we were in Egypt. He 
saw the Hostesses there. They were quite 
lanky and very beautiful girls. I think he is a 
man of taste and I need not tell him what he 
should do about these appointments. I will 

only remind him that nothing but the best is 
good for the Airline. These Hostesses are 
ambassadors in their own way. 

I would like to talk about the qualification 
required to be appointed an Air Hostess. I 
understand that formerly Class Four was the 
minimum requirement for appointment. Now 
it has been lowered. I think we should bear 
one thing in mind and that is, that these Air 
Hostesses have to deal with international 
visitors who use our Airline. They should be 
able to express themselves in English language, 
and at least to understand what people are 
saying. This is really important. 

This morning, we were treated to what I 
might call a reckless comment on the adminis
tration of the Nigeria Airways Corporation. 
I am aware that last year, there was a lot of 
squabbles in the Airways Corporation. These 
have subsided now due to the co-operation of 
some people who are really there to work, 
particularly since the appointment of a new 
Chairman and a new Secretary. 

Incidentally, the new Secretary took up his 
appointment not quite a year ago. I think 
that we have seen quite a lot of improvement. 
The question of appointments and the ugly 
news about the Corporation took place ever 
before he came in to help to clear the mess. 
He is a man of high integrity, a Lav,ryer who 
left his lucrative employment to help clear the 
mess in the Airways. To-day, one Member 
got up on the Floor of this House and made 
scandalous allegations against the gentleman. 
The gentleman I am referring to is Mr B. S. E. 
Nzenwa, who one hon. Member had attacked 
recklessly this morning trying to interfere with 
his well-known integrity. Here is a man who 
has just come to help and instead of giving 
him a free hand with the Minister and the 
Chairman to clean the Airways-

The Chairman : Order ! I do appreciate 
that the name of that gentleman was mentioned 
critically on the Floor of this House this 
morning, but I think the Chair did rule that 
it was out of order to debate a person not in 
this House in such terms as would prejudice 
his position. I think that to start mentioning 
his name again may very likely call for a reply 
and that will again reopen the whole issue. 
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Mr Mbah : I accept your ruling, Mr I would say that what he has in his mind is an 
Chairman. I just want to let the Minister of airport for Owerri and for Orlu and not the 
Transport know the serious allegation that has question of Ikeja airport. 
been made against the Corporation and the . . 
Secretary in particular. We would like the Mr Mba~ · I~~ co~mng to that. The hon. 
Minister to make a statement to clarify the Gentleman IS antJCipatu~g m~. .I understand 
situation, otherwise our hearts are heavy on that a temporary termmal IS likely to cost 
that articular allegation. £60,000. I do. not .see how we shall. h~ve a 

P temporary one JUSt like the case of bmldmg a 
The other point I want to make is that there stadium. We have been rebuilding our sta

are certain people in the administration of the dium every year. In any case, I want to see 
Airways-mischievous officers-who are sup- improvements, since nothing is permanent. 
plying false information in order to ruin the . . . . 
Airline. The Minister should do something With regard to the Sh1ppmg Lmes, we are 
about that. People cannot go about to give grateful for the pr.ogress so far made. W, e h~ve 
malicious information to ruin the Airways and seen that ne:v ships are bou~ht and Nigenan 
also a ainst people who are trying to serve the names ~re given. to these ships. . J:Iowever, I 

t g would like to pomt out that m giVmg names, 
coun ry. . . . we should also remember not only the living 

I would also like the . Mmister to make a but also the dead. In this regard, I have in 
state'?ent on the allegatwn that ab.out forty mind people like Herbert Macaulay, Mbonu 
Mbaise people were employed as agamst other Ojike, Adegoke Adelabu, A. C. N wapa and a 
trib~s in the cou~t':'Y. We ~a~t that to be host of others who have rendered yeomen 
clarified by the Mmister. If It IS found to be services to this country. In trying to im
false then the hon. Member who made the mortalise the names of the living we should 
allegation should be ashamed of himself. also try to perpetuate the mem~ry of these 

The other point is about the training of 
pilots. At the moment, we have only six pilots. 
That is not enough. Although provision has 
been made for thirty-two pilots-in-training, 
efforts should be made fo step up the training 
of pilots so that before long our Aircrafts may 
be completely manned by Nigerian pilots. 
This training must be very rigorous because of 
certain incidents in air travel during the past 
few years. No one would like to toy with one's 
life merely because one wants to patronize 
one's airline. We should also make sure that 
the pilots are well paid. 

The next thing will be the rebuilding of 
the Ikeja Airport. The present Ikeja Airport 
is a disgrace to this country. Something has 
to be done in order to improve the airport. 
We want something like the Kano Airport. 

Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East): On 
a point of information, I vehemently protest 
against the statement. 

Mr Mbah : What I am saying is that while 
there is an improvement in that of Kano, we 
also want to see an improvement in the Ikeja 
Airport. I hope this is acceptable. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): If my hon. 
Friend the Member for Owerri North (Mr 
Mbah) would like me to interprete his whims 

Nigerians who have given us useful services. 

Now, I come to the question of Owerri. 
In 1926 there was an engineering and traffic 
survey made by the Government between 
Umukoroshe and Owerri and during 1928-1929 
another traffic surveys between Umukoroshe, 
Owerri and Awka were made and reference was 
made to previous surveys of Owerri. Up till 
now the reports of these surveys have been 
with the Government. The idea of the survey 
was to extend railway lines to Owerri and in 
fact to have the Owerri-Port Harcourt-Onitsha 
junction near the Holy Ghost College as the 
terminus, but up till to-day these reports have 
been shelved by the Government. 

However, the other day, a Motion was passed 
on the Floor of this House, calling for a further 
extension of railway lines in the Eastern Region: 
In this respect, I would ask that since the 
question of extending railway lines to Owerri 
started in 1920s, it is only too fair that Owerri 
should be given priority when extending the 
railway lines in the Eastern Region. Nobody 
quarrels with the extension of railway lines or 
\'\-ith the improvements being made in the 
Northern Region because we all know that the 
Northern Region has little or no access to the 
sea and as such we must not blame them. We 
should give them that concession. But now 
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[MR MBAH] 
I think it is high time we thought of places that 
had been forgotten for quite a long time
Owerri in particular. 

If the old surveys are no longer dependable, 
I appeal to the Minister to order a fresh 
survey forthwith. Probably, I think that the 
Minister is afraid of being accused of nepotism 
or trying to look after his own area. But at the 
same time if he tries to save others, he should 
try to save himself as well. We are told that 
democracy starts from the stomach. He 
should have something encouraging to tell the 
Owerri people about the proposed railway lines 
since 1920s. I want an assurance from him 
on this issue. 

Geographically, Owerri is well placed in the 
Eastern Region but our only regret is the 
inability of the Government to extend 
adequately its services to Owerri. When this 
extension is made it will ~o from Owerri to 
Orlu and Awka and all other places. 

The Chairman : I think we appreciate that 
Standing Orders provides for speaking for 
thirtv minutes, but in the name of those who 
are eager to speak, please, he more brief. The 
hon. Member now speaking has spoken for 
fifteen minutes and he has made so far the 
third longest speech to-day. 

Mr Mbah : I had better cut my speech 
short. Now, I will have to poi.nt out that the 
air strip at Owerri is now being used for 
plantation purposes. I saw some women 
planting cassava there and would like the 
Minister to tell us about plans to open an 
airport at Owerri. 

Finally, this morning somebody drew attention 
to the friction between Biney and his workers 
and also the rumours circulating that an 
attempt is being made to deprive him of his 
contract. All I want to say is that I know 
that right here in the House, I speak with 
authority on labour matters. I have had 
representations from ex-Biney workers and 
I have also had representations from those who 
are working right there with him now. Futher
more, we have also heard from some labour 
unions there and also from Biney Public 
Relations Department. In this connection, 
may I appeal to the Minister not to deal with 
this on gossips, and hearsay. If conditions 
are bad, then the Minister of Labour has a 
duty to step in and reconcile the two parties. 
We cannot play politics with the Ports. The 

important thing is whether the contractor is 
efficient and whether he is a good employer 
where workers are concerned. Again, is 
Biney one of the worst employers or one of the 
best employers ? 

Some hon. Members : He is one of the 
best employers. 

Mr Mbah : If Members say that he is one 
of the best employers, then the Minister 
should not be guided by sentiments. If there 
is any dispute let it be settled. I do not want 
us to victimize some one who has been with us 
since 1911, and who started with canoe to load 
and off load cargo and who has contributed to 
the economic development of this country 
simply because of gossips going around. 

There are also rumours which sought to 
associate the Minister with certain ventures. 
I know the Minister will be the last man to 
allow his name to be dragged in the mud. I 
would ask the Minister to investigate these 
things very carefully. We have heard yester
day the source from which the last dock 
workers' strike was financed. Now, one of the 
unions in the dock that was accused of financing 
the strike has turned round even to accuse 
Biney. 

Minister of State (Hon. Mbazulike 
Amechi) : Both the Prime Minister and the 
Speaker have appealed to this House about 
making some very bad references to Ministers. 
The hon. Member for Owerri North (Mr 
Mbah) has just said that there are rumours 
that the Ministers are associated with certain 
ventures. I do not like this type of thing. 
If he heard anything, let him say it here. It 
is not good saying something and after it has 
been recorded in the Hansard, it gives outsiders 
all sorts of impressions. 

Mr Mbah : What I am saying is that I do 
not believe people who go round spreading 
false rumours about Ministers or anybody else. 
I made the point that these people who are 
spreading this news have not got any facts 
and that if they have got the facts they should 
go to the Minister and discuss with him. 
Furthermore if the workers have grievances, 
the Minister of Labour should look into it. 
We should like to see the workers back at 
work, but at the same time, we cannot afford 
to take sides without investigation and therefore 
Mr Biney should continue with his contract. 

I beg to support. 
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The Minister of Transport (Hon. R. A. Njoku) Mohammadu Bonbagu. He has two ware-
rose- houses. In the Customs Quays, there is the 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North) : On a Stevedoring (Nigeria) Limited. 
point of order, I have got many other impor- An bon. Member: Who are the directors? 
tant points to make before the Minister of 
Transport and Aviation begins to give his 
reply. If the Minister can just wait a little 
bit and let two or three Members speak then 
he could reply very effectively. 

3.30 p.m. 

The Minister of Transport (Hon. R. A. 
Njoku): I am glad to have this opportunity to 
explain some of the points raised by hon. 
Members in their speeches, and I would like to 
thank all those who have contributed to this 
debate. 

I remember that before we rose for lunch an 
hon. Member wanted to raise a point of order 
and thought the Minister was being embar
rassed. Well, I say I have not been embar
rassed at all because I have nothing at all to 
hide, and my ministerial conduct is open to 
investigation at any time. (Hear, hear). 

I would like to say first of all in answer to the 
points raised by the hon. Member for Hadejia 
North (Alhaji Mohammadu Gauyamma) about 
the Nigerian National Line, that this company 
started with a capital of £2 million, and this 
£2 million could buy just one new ship. So, 
like all businessmen, the Nigerian National Line 
had to buy some second-hand ships. Now we 
own five second-hand ships and they are doing 
very well indeed. 

We have now got also two new ships-the 
Nnamdi Azikiwe, and the Ahmadu Bello. It is 
only prudent on the part of tho company that 
they should cut their coat according to their 
cloth. We have five second-hand ships each of 
which has got a life span of about twelve years. 
None of them is yet ready to be scrapped, and 
they are all doing very well so far. 

As regards the other point made by the hon. 
Gentleman about contracts, I am glad to have 
this opportunity of saying a few words about 
this because I gather that there have been some 
gossips, and rumours and whispers. Hon. 
Members may be interested to know that at the 
Apapa Quays {the Apapa Wharf) there are three 
contractors : W. H. Biney and Co. Ltd., who 
operate in eight sheds-numbers one to eight ; 
S. H. Bakare and Brothers who operate in shed 
number nine-only one · shed ; and Alhaji 

The Minister of Transport : I do not have 
the names of the directors, but as far as I 
remember, they are people like-I better not 
r-ive names here. What I have to say is that the 
directors are people from the Western Re~ion 
and the Federal Territory. Then we have 
S. D. Akare and Sons, I think he is from 
Ibadan ; and S. B. Bakare. 

There are six contracting firms doing business 
at the Customs Quays at Apapa, and none of 
them is related to the Minister. You see, it is 
very distressing to hear about Ministers doing 
this and that ; their wives, brothers, et cetera, 
having things. These are the six contractors 
operating, and besides, these there are nineteen 
registered Stevedoring companies. Recently I 
gather that there is a stevedoring company 
operating in Port Harcourt which wants to be 
registered here and the members of that com
pany include people from the North, the East, 
the West and people from Lagos. Personally, I 
do not see any reason why any group of people 
who want to register as stevedoring contractors 
should not be allowed to do so, just because 
perhaps, one of them happens to be a relative of 
the Minister. 

I would like to say that I have no interest in 
any stevedoring contracting business, and I 
have no intention of connecting myself or my 
wife or my children with that. When I leave 
this place I will go back to my law. Those who 
know me well know that I am a very good 
lawyer indeed. 

Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East): 
The hon. Minister will surely continue with his 
ministerial appointment because his knowledge 
of law might have become rusty now. (Laugh
ter). 

The Minister of Transport : I appreciate 
the point made by my hon. Friend the Member 
for Gwarzo East. You see, Sir, as a lawyer 
practising at the Bar, I was interpreting the law. 
I have not lost contact with the law because 
during the last ten years, I have been a maker of 
the law. I am still connected with the law. 

Now, one other point was made by this 
gentleman, about the Flying Training School. 
I want to say that one of my immediate task<: 
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(Tm; MINISTER OF TRANSPORT] 

when Civil Aviation was removed from 
Communications and put in my Ministry in 
1960 was to make sure that the Flying Training 
School was revived. It was in fact revived, 
and we equipped the school with aircraft for 
training, and I saw to it that Nigerian boys 
were selected. 

The training is still going on, and as a matter 
of fact, one of the early trainees during the 
training was awarded a scholarship by the 
B.O.A.C., and he has gone to the U.K., 
finished his course there and has returned. 

Last year the second batch of trainees was 
taken in and training is going on. The point 
I want to make here is that when the West 
African Airways Corporation was in charge of 
Civil Aviation in Nigeria and other English 
speaking West Mrican countries we had only 
tWo pilots-over so many years. But now, 
within about eight years we shall be able to 
produce over fifteen pilots under this scheme. 

An hon. Member : It is not enough. 

The Minister of Transport : Yes, but we 
cannot rush something like the training of 
pilots because I am sure my hon. Friend and 
colleague, the Minister of Finance will be the 
last man to entrust himself to somebody who is 
not well trained. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie~Eboh)': I want to be recruited as a 
pilot, 

Dr B. U. Nzerihe (Orlu West) :On a point of 
order, I have to say that the Minister of Finance 
has spoken from a strange seat and unless he is-

The Minister of · Finance.: This is still · 
N.C.N.C. . . 

Mr S. 0. Araka (Onitsha Urban) : On a 
point of order, the Minister of Fi1:1ance cannot _ 
be recruited as a pilot because those people who 
make the selection would not generally 'take 
people above thirteen stones or sixteen stones. 
(Laughter). 

The Minister of Transport : I now coi:ne 
to the points ~ade by the hon. Member for 
Opobo North (Mr []_do-Inyang), and I would · 
like to say that I have noted those points. It 
is interesting really to see that those of us who 
are your humble servants by virtue of our 
being Ministers are sometimes accused of think
ing too much of our constituencies and areas, 
and at ·tim~s .w.e . are .t\CCJ.Ised of (qr~etti!l.K!~~m_ 

completely. It is interesting, anyway, that the 
hon. Member has reminded me that I come from 
the East and has advised me not to forget the 
East. But I would like to say that in carrying 
out Government policies we look upon the 
whole country as one. We always think of 
one Nigeria, and the reason why the Railway 
system is being extended in the North is that 
traffic surveys have proved that these exten
sions are viable and will make for greater 
prosperity, not only for the North but for the 
whole of Nigeria. 

I have noted the other points which he made 
about the plight of workers, but I think the 
plight of workers in the Government Coastal 
Agency is just as good as it is in any other 
section of Government service. 

I have also noted the point made about the 
Rest House at Sapele and I am quite surprised 
to hear that toilet facilities have not been 
provided. The hon. Member will be quite 
pleased to hear that plans are being made for 
the improvement of navigation on the 
Cross River, and the first thing we ate doing is 
to see that the hydrological survey is conducted 
along the cross of that river. 

I now come to the points made by the hon. 
Member for Benin East (Mr Or.onsaye). I 
know that we all respect the hon. Member 
because he is a very painstaking man and he 
does a lot of researches, but I would like to say 
that when he does his ciwn research imd pro
duces the information, then his information is 
accurate. But I am afraid that on this parti
cular occasion he did not do any research.· He 
depep.ded on other people to give him all sorts 
of information, and I am afraid that the infor
mation they gave him is not correct. For 
instance, on the recent appointments into the 
Nigeria Airways, the figures are as follows. 
I am sorry to mention this, but I just have to . . 

. People from Calabar province 6; Mid-West . 
9; Yoruba areas 12; Mbaise 3; Bende area~; 
Northern Nigeria 5; Okigwe, Orlu, Onitsha, 
Owerri 6. 

From this it is quite clear that the informa
tion which the hon. Member had is not reliable, 
and I am quite ~ure that if ~he hon. Member 
had known the facts he would not have made 
those allegations. And what is more, appoint- . 
ment into various offices and posts in tlfe 
Nigeria Airways is done by a special committee, 
plus the General lVlan!iger, the Secretary and . 
a~! • th~ h_e~qs of . the J?.epaf1FJ1ents_ ~qnc_e,tn.~.cL_ . 
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I would like to say that the Secretary (I would I have noted what hon. Members said about 
not mention his name) was not in Lagos when delays to passenger trains, but I must say that 
all these appointments were made. As I sometimes these delays cannot be prevented. 
said, I am quite sure that the hon. Member We are doing our best to stop gambling and 
for Benin East would not have made those thefts on the trains, and here again, I would 
allegations if he knew that they were not true. like to appeal to hon. Members particularly 

Talking about discrimination and tribalism, 
I had an occasion sometime ago to give a 
directive that there should be no discrimination 
or tribalism in the Airways, and I am quite 
satisfied that the Chairman and Members of the 
Board of Directors of that company are abiding 
by my directive. 

I want to say that I am not aware of any 
conflict between the Europeans and the 
Nigerian pilots. What happens is that when 
new aircraft are obtained the pilots have to 
take a special course for familiarisation purposes; 
they make themselves familiar with the new 
aircraft. Now, some expatriate pilots .have 
taken this course and 2 Nigerian pilots have 
also taken the course. I am not aware that 
there is any plan or . any intrigue to stop 
Nigerians from flying the Fokka Friendships. 

Mr P. 0. Tokula (!gala North East) : On a 
point of order, I think the Minister should 
try to be as brief as possible because so many 
other Members are willing to make more 
comments on his Ministry. 

The Chairman : That is none of the hon. 
Member's business. 

The Minister of Transport : I came in 
quite early because after hearing me some of 
the Members may not · find it necessary to 
speak again. 

I want to thank my hon. Friend, the Chief 
Whip for the N.P.C. (Alhaji Muhammed 
Muhtari, Sarkin Bai) for what he said. I 
want to assure him that we are doing our best 
to recruit as many Northerners as possible 
into the Nigerian Railways. As a matter of fact, 
the Secretary of the Railway Corporation now 
is a Northerner, and we had to make special 
efforts to recruit a Northerner to that post. 
He was seconded to the Railways from where 
he was working and he is now the Secretary to 
the Corporation. Not only that, special efforts 
are also being made to attract Northerners in 
the various middle schools in the North to take 
Railway as a career, and Railway officials go 
from time to time to the various middle 

~ sch'o6ls in t4e North ·to-.tty and get the student& 
interested ixr 'Q.ailwa:fs, : - . . · 

those from the North to help me and the 
Railway Corporation in combating this menace 
of gambling and thefts on the train. 

An hon. Member : What about beggars ? 

The Minister of Transport : On the 
question of beggars, I must say that I am 
sure that hon. Members know that some of us 
who come from the Southern part of the 
country will not allow our relations to go out 
to beg. I would like every Nigerian to be 
broad-minded enough to extend helping hands 
to their relations so that they do pot go about 
harassing other people begging for alms. 

I now come to the point raised by the hon. 
Member for Ede-Ejigbo (Chief Ogunleye). 
The hon. Gentleman appealed to me about 
traffic congestion in Lagos. I am afraid that 
I am not responsible for that. It is a matter 
for the Traffic Police, and the Ministry of 
Works and Surveys which construct the roads. 

About the Railways, this will depend on the 
amount of patronage the Nigerians give to 
the Railways. As I said, in India, over a 
million people travel by rail every day ; all 
their trains are full but here it is not the same. 
There is keen competition from motor traffic 
especially over long distances. That is what 
we do not like. But for short distances, I 
think motor transport should have its due of 
the traffic. 

This Gentleman also spoke about railway 
servants, train guards and traffic officers not 
doing their duty but having chats with beauti
ful girls. I wonder what my hon. Friend was 
doing when the servants were having these 
chats. However, we will take note of this, 
and I hope that the railway servants are not 
the only offenders on this score. 

The Minister of Finance : It will be 
interesting to know what my hon. Friend 
wants to do with the girls. Is he going to 
stop them from being passengers on the trains ? 

The Minister of Transport : I was parti
cularly interested about the remarks made by 
the .hon . . Member foi: Biu North (M. Sule 
Abba Biu) about pilgrimag~ flights. I was 
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very happy to hear him suggest that instead 
of this service being rendered by Sabena and 
U.A.A. (the United Arab Airways) Nigeria 
Airways as a nlltional airline should take over. 
I am very grateful to him for making this 
suggestion. Most of these pilgrims come 
from the North and I am very happy to hear 
an hon. Member make this suggestion. I am 
quite sure that Nigerian Airways will take note 
of this. · 

As a matter of fact Nigerian Airways has 
even tried this year to come into some agree
ment with the Nigerians who are conducting 
these pilgrimage flights . What happens is 
that we have three Nigerian companies who 
charter aircraft from Sabena Airways or 
some other airline and they operate the flights. 
But we hope the time will come when Nigerian 
Airways as a national airline will be solely 
responsible for these flights. 

On V.I.P. flights, this Gentleman also 
suggested ,that Nigerian pilots should be used, 
not expatriates, to convey such very important 
people like the Prime Minister, or other 
senior Ministers and even the Governor
General, or the Minister of Finance. When 
it comes to air traffic the rule is that there 
is no national boundary. What matters is 
to have pilots who are efficient, well trained 
and reliable. We are doing our best to give 
Nigerians as much training and experience 
as possible but until we get enough Nigerians 
I think it will be only fair that we should 
continue with our expatriates. After all 
civil aviation is something international ; it 
is not really a national affair only. 

He also said that certain trained pilots 
could not find jobs. I would like him to 
send these pilots to me because we are very 
keen on getting Nigerians who are trained as 
pilots. We are trying to get as many as 
possible. 

The hon. Member for Nasarawa (Alhaji 
Zubairu Omar) wants the facilities at Gudi 
railway station to he improved. I have taken 
note of what he said. 

result of the traffic and economic survey, 
and I am going to ask the Railway Corporation 
to see that this survey is conducted as soon 
as possible. 

I want to thank the hon. Member for Okiti
pupa South (Oba Oladiran) for what he 
said, but I want to remind him that the tempo
rary railway track between his place and Olu
agba at Ondo belongs to a private company 
(Custain Ramond), who are building the 
Escravos Bar Training Works. If ever a 
railway track is intended for that place, it 
will have to await the usual survey hy the Rail
way Corporation. I want to assure him that 
my Ministry will continue to improve the 
Inland Waterways in his area by clearing 
the snags along the waterways, but only 
along those waterways that are Federal water
ways. 

The hon. Member for Igala North West 
(Mr Yacim) talked first about the transfer 
of the dockyard from Lokoja to Lagos. I 
want to assure him that the dockyard at Lokoja 
is not being transferred to Lagos. The 
dockyard is there and all the officers, marine 
engineers and marine officers, will be left at 
Lokoja. But what we have done is to bring 
the Director of Inland Waterways to Lagos. 
He is in charge of the administration and it 
is much better that he should stay in Lagos 
so that he may be near his Minister to advise 
the Minister and the Ministry when necessary. 
I want to assure the hon. Gentleman, however, 
that the work the Inland Waterways Depart
ment is doing at Lokoja will not suffer in 
any way by the removal of the Director. 

I have taken special note of what the hon. 
Member said about the ferry crossing at Lokoja 
and will try to do something about it. 

The hon. Member for Owerri North (Mr 
Mbah) spoke about a lot of things. I want to 
thank him for what he said but he reminded 
me about air hostesses of the other airlines, 
such as the United Arab Airlines and so on. I 
want to assure him that my Minister of State 
(Hon. Mbazulike Amech£) who is now specially 
charged with responsibility for Civil Aviation 
is going to look into this matter. 

The hon. Member for Okigwi South East 
(Mr Eleke) emphasised the construction of 
a railway line linking western and eastern 
parts of Nigeria. Recently, a Motion was Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : It seems the 
passed in this House and I want to tell him that girls would be happier with the hon. Minister 
I am as much interested as he himself is in of Transport and Aviation than with the 
the proposal, but this will have to await the Minister Qf State (Hon. Mbazu/ike Amechi) ! 
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The Minister of Transport : I have so Company. But this, of course, does not mean 
much pre-occupation that I have no time to that the Nigerian Ports Authority cannot 
give to girls ! consider Nigerian indigenous companies that 

An hon. Member : I like that ! 

The Minister of Information (Hon. 
T. 0. S. Benson): We want him to repeat 
that. 

An hon. Member : There is no need. 

The Minister of Transport : Thank you, 
there is no need. 

Now, about Ikeja Airport, hon. Members 
are aware that there is a plan to build a first 
class terminal building at Ikeja which will cost 
over £2 million. But we are, meanwhile, 
providing some temporary accommodation. 

I have also taken note of what Mr Mbah 
said about immortalising the dead as well as 
the living. But I think that the names we 
have so far chosen are very good indeed. 

About railway extension to Owerri and other 
places, well, that is covered by the general 
proposal that there should be a traffic survey 
which may lead to the extension of railways 
from the West through the Mid-West to the 
East, and I can assure him that in this survey 
Owerri will not be left out. The air strip at 
Owerri belongs to the Shell BP. I have had a 
look at it, it is situated in such a place that one 
end of it runs into a valley and it cannot be 
extended. So at the moment I am considering 
taking over some of the air strips owned by 
Shell BP and the one at Owerri is one of these. 
If Government decides later to take over some 
of these and the one the Shell BP have at 
Owerri is not well situated, well another site 
will be found. But I do not say now that there 
is going to be one at Owerri. I say that it is 
going to be one of those to be considered by 
the Government. 

Finally, about Biney and Company, I do 
not want to say anything more about them. I 
want to assure hon. Members that by my very 
nature and training I try to be a very fair
minded man. If I had not been so, perhaps, 
Biney_ and Company would not still be working 
now at Apapa. Biney controls over 75 per cent 
of the work at Apapa. We have not tried in 
any way to victimise him, and when the hon. 
Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) 
raised the point the other day, I said that there 
was no question of . victimising Biney and 

are also capable of doing the work at Apapa. 
So, if anybody things that by going round and 
circulating papers he is going to stop us from 
helping Nigerians, I think that person is 
making a mistake. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief Festus 
Okotie-Eboh): I beg to move, That the 
Question be now put. 

The Minister of Mines and Power 
(Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule): I beg 
to second. 

The Chairman : Order ! I am inclined to 
allow a few more speeches. But may I say that 
while on the Table here, we keep certain 
records. I like to say that on this Head we 
have had 11 speeches. Two people alone 
from one side took 43 minutes ; four from one 
side took 24 minutes, and two from one side 
took 18 minutes. 

Mr D. Senu-Oke (Badagry) : I realise that 
this is a Committee Stage, and I am going to 
be very brief in making only one point. There 
is no doubt that the Minister of Transport 
and Aviation is doing very well, and I support 
this Head. But there is one big question which 
I am putting before the Minister. This is in 
respect of the extension of Apapa Wharf which 
is blocking the way to Badagry. 

The Minister of Transport : There is an 
old question standing in the name of the hon. 
Member. This is anticipation. 

The Chairman: Would the hon. Member 
please desist from that line of argument. 

Mr Senu-Oke : I bring this matter because 
we have many fishermen in Badagry Division. 
We have so many out-board engines plying 
between the river joining the Lagoon and 
Lagos, and at the moment the extension of 
Apapa Wharf is blocking the passage which 
the fishermen from Badagry are using. I have 
got this on authority, and I wish to mention 
it to the Minister on the Floor of this House 
because the extension of the Wharf takes place 
almost every year. We do not know exactly 
whether this Lagoon will be completely cut 
off to block the internationa1 waterway from 
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Lagos to Porto Norvo and Cotonou and even 
deprive the fishermen from Badagry of their 
means of livelihood. This water is very im
portant and, at the moment, if somebody looks 
round what is happening now in the Lagoon 
and sees exactly the activities of Police Water 
Guards and all sorts of things going on, and 
then sees the treatment that they are giving 
the Badagry people in front of the Nigerian 
Ports Authority, he would fall in sympathy 
with the people. At the moment, the extension 
of the Wharf has no limit. We do not even 
know where they are going to stop because 
the blocking and activity of the working 
engineers still continue. I want the Minister 
to consider it now that the Wharf is in progress. 
I am laying emphasis on this so that the 
Minister will consider the matter very seriously. 

£1,065,720 for Head 55-Ministry of Trans
port and Aviation-ordered to stand part of the 
Schedule. 

HEAD 56.-COASTAL AGENCY 
£127,850 for Head 56-Coastal Agency

ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 57.-INLAND WATERWAYS 
£745,570 for Head 57-Inland Waterways

ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 46.-MINISTRY OF INFORMATION 
Question proposed, That £2,656,100 for 

Head 46.-Ministry of Information-stand part 
of the Schedule. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh): I move to increase sub
head 121 by £64,500. I have to signify that 
I have the Governor-General's Recommenda
tion to move this Amendment. 

The Minister of Mines and Power (Alhaji 
rhe hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule): I beg to 
second. 

Question put and agreed to. 

The Minister of Finance : I have the 
Governor-General's Recommendation to move 
to include the following provisions, sub-head 
130-N.B.C.: Additional Cost-£67,000. 

The Minister of Information (Hon. 
T. 0. S. Benson) : I beg to second. 

£, t ,~tion put and agreed to. 

Question again proposed, That £2,787,600 
for Head 46-Ministry of Information-stand 
part of the Schedule. 

Mr M. B. Manideh (Ikot Ekpene South) : 
I rise to support this Head. In doing so, 
I wish to say that on the 20th of this month 
I noted that there was some kind of discrimi
nation when the afternoon news bulletin was 
being read. I remember I made two speeches 
here on that very day in this House but they 
were not broadcast. I think it is the intention 
of all the Members that whatever we say here 
should be communicated to our people. We 
are not representing ourselves. We represent 
constituencies, some of which are up to eight 
Local Council Areas. It is the duty of the 
Information Service of the Ministry of Informa
tion to broadcast our own views. 

When we were discussing about Antiquities, 
I remember that the hon. Member for Enyong 
South (Mr Ekanem) was the first person who 
spoke on this Head, but he was not announced. 
Rather, some other Members who spoke after 
the hon. Member for Enyong South were 
given prominence, like the hon. Member for 
Benin East (Mr Oronsaye), the hon. Member for 
Kaga Marghi ( Shettima. Ali Monguno) and so on. 
I think it is better if every Member should be 
given equal treatment. 

I want to say that the efforts made by the 
Western Nigeria N.B.S. deserves special 
commendation. 

The Chairman: Order. The Western 
Region Broadcasting Service is not the 'baby' 
of this House. May I say that much as we 
have liberty to put across whatever we feel 
strongly on, it does not look too gentlemanly for 
one to give the impression that one is canvassing 
for special personal treatment by the N.B.C. 

Mr Manideh : May I say that it is a pleasure 
to see that those who do not understand the 
English language are always privileged to 
listen to the news in Vernacular in the three 
main languages of Nigeria-Hausa, Ibo and 
Yoruba. 

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East): On a 
point of order, I think the hon. Member for 
Ikot Ekpene South (Mr Afanideh) should know 
that the points made by hon. Members here 
mean something to the N.B.C. people who are 
qualified men. The hon. Member for Ikot 
Ekpene South should not-
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The Chairman: Order, order. That is 
either a point of information or a point of 
instruction. But certainly that is not a point of 
order. 

Mr Afanideh : Thank you very much, Mr 
Chairman. I want to appeal to the Minister of 
Information to see to it that in future other 
languages are included in the news broadcast, 
example, the Efik and the Edo languages. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : 
I would like to make a point on this Head, but 
before doing so, I would first of all congratulate 
the Ministry of Information on v.hat it has 
done so far. In fact, within the two and a 
half years since Nigeria achieved independence, 
we have been well publicised and advertised at 
the same time. But it may interest the 
Minister to know that when I was in New York 
I was unable, as a Nigerian, to obtain a copy 
of the Six-Year Development Plan which I 
think his Ministry printed-not because the 
Consulate had no copies, but they were there 
dumped in the store because there was no 
directive as to what to do with them. I wanted 
to buy a copy, if they were for sale, but I could 
not get one. I wanted to be given one, if at all 
they were obtainable free of charge, I still 
could not get a copy. Will the Minister care to 
tell this House what purpose such publications 
served abroad ? 

Another point is in connection with the 
N.B.C. We are grateful for the plans that the 
Ministry has ahead. We hope that they would 
be executed according to plan. But when the 
country starts external broadcasting, we would, 
as we have always said here, like people like 
Abba Zoro to be heard abroad. I am humbly 
appealing to the Minister to see if he can obtain 
the services of such people within the Federa
tion. 

Again-this is a minor point- if this Ministry 
is short of staff, may I ask the Minister to 
approach the Regional Governments for infor
mation officers to be seconded to the Federa
tion. It is not quite pleasing to know that 
there is only one Information Officer for the 
entire North America, Latin America, Carri
bean and the United Nations as well. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr N. E. Elenwa (Ahoada West) : I have 
to congratulate the Minister of Information on 
the little he hrus done so far. I have one point 
here to make, and that is the publicity given 
to the Federal Territory in the nooks and 
corners of the country. This publicity is 
not sufficient. If one goes, for instance, to 
the Western Region or the Eastern Region, 
one finds that they have Mobile Film Units 
that go round publicising those Regions and 
their Legislators and every bit of thing. But 
such is not done in the rural areas. They only 
hear of the Federal Government, but they do 
not know how the Government does its work 
and how it functions . So, I am urging the 
Minister of Information to see that the Film 
Unit films Legislators and every bit of thing. 
The Film Unit should go round the whole 
country to show all these things to the people. 

Another point that I want to make is very 
disturbing. In the evening between 7 p.m. 
and 9 p.m. we always hear a voice of a European 
broadcasting every evening. Exept he is not a 
European, but that voice is that of a European. 
If he is a European, the Ministry should put 
a stop to it. 

The proceedings in this House at least have 
to come in here for mention. At times the 
N.B.C. gives some people as much as ten 
minutes, broadcasting every detail of what they 
said in this House while about ten or twenty 
hon. Members are grouped together in report
ing what they said. The House shoud realise 
that we have about 320 constituencies and that 
all our constituents, I understand, listen every 
evening to the radio to hear what the Legislators 
from their constituencies have to say. We 
urge the Minister to look into this part of his 
Ministry and to make sure that everybody is 
given at least one or two minutes' report of his 
speeches. 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : Is the 
hon. Member for Ahoada West (Mr Elenwa) 
suggesting that coughing should also be 
announced over the radio ? 

An bon. Member: No, nor is the hon. 
Member suggesting that what he is saying now 
should be broadcast. 

Mr Elenwa : The other point that I would 
like to make concerns the Printing Section of 
the Ministry of Information. · Since the begin

. ning of this week, we have not been having 
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copies of our Hansards regularly. In the 
mornings hon. Members are always anxious 
to examine their pigeon-holes, pick up their 
copies of the Hansard and make necessary 
corrections to the speeches they had made the 
previous day. 

I also want to talk briefly on the National 
Press. I am of the opinion that the National 
Press is trying its best, but more efforts should 
be made to see that whenever Parliament is 
sitting, at least a page or two should be devoted 
to publicising the proceedings of Parliament 
and, if possible, another page should be used 
for displaying photographs of parliamentarians. 
Whenever we are at home we see the Morning 
Post carrying nothing other than pictures of 
Ministers. I, therefore, suggest that when
ever we come here, a section of the newspaper 
should be devoted entirely to publicising our 
activities for as long as we remain here
maybe a fortnight or a month. 

The last point that I want to touch is about 
the conditions of service of the workers in the 
National Press. It is understood that when
ever those workers go on leave they are respon
sible for defraying the expenses incurred to 
and from their homes. This is not what 
obtains in the other Ministries, and if the 
allegation is correct, the Minister of Informa
tion should take note and remedy it as soon as 
possible. 

I beg to support. 
Mr J. 0. Olaore (Oshun North East): First 

of all, I have to congratulate the Printing 
Division of this Ministry for printing our 
Hansard and for making it possible for us to 
receive copies every morning. For this good 
job, they have my warmest congratulations. 
I know, however, that sometimes it is not 
possible to have our Hansard the next day 
owing to pressure of work or as a result of 
night sittings, but, nevertheless, I think they 
are doing their utmost to satisfy Members 
of this Parliament. 

The main thing that I have to say concerns 
the Television Service. For some time past, 
there have been criticisms against the Television 
Service. I think some sort of improvement 
should be made now that this Service has 
come to stay. Nowadays, what the Lagos 
viewers see on the screen is not very gratifying. 
For instance, most of the films shown are 

'· imported films and no emphasis is laid at all on 

indigenous festivals or anything like that. At 
present, we have the same thing being repeated 
often and again. Viewers see nothing other 
than the 20th Century Filrns-"Ben Casey", 
"Adventures in Paradise" and so on-but we 
have never seen anything like the "Olumo 
Festival" in Abeokuta, the "Oke lbadan 
Festival" in lbadan or the "Oshun Festival". 
These things are never screened. The Televi
sion Service in Lagos belongs to Nigeria and 
should project Nigeria as much as possible. 
We do not want to see those white faces any 
more. We want to see something about 
Nigeria. We have seen enough of foreign 
films and people are getting fed up with them. 
There must be a change. 

Every Tuesday, we have the Bobby Benson 
Show. This too should be improved. It is 
getting dull and monotonous. Sometimes too, 
we have on the screen the Nigeria Police and, 
perhaps as a result of criticisms we now have 
one Moses Olaiya and Chris Ajilo as some 
of the artistes. But what about the famous 
Victor Olaiya ? I think he too should be 
given a chance on the Television. We also 
want to see artistes like Roy Chicago, I. K. 
Dairo and other Nigerian artistes. The Televi
sion is not made ~for Bobby Benson alone. 
We do not want to see him alone. Other 
Nigerian artistes should be invited and, if 
possible, a contract should be signed with 
them to let them perform on the screen. The 
whole thing should not be one-sided. We 
want to see the masqueraders, the Agemo 
dancers from Ijebu, the Apiti dancers from 
lbadan and Oshun Divisions, the acrobatic 
dancers from Ilorin in the North, the snake 
charmers also from the North, and the Aguleri 
dancers from the East. The Nigerian Televi
sion Service should be made national ; It 
should not be confined only to Lagos and 
stuffed with these imported films from abroad. 

I will also advise that whenever we have 
our Nigerian festivals going on anywhere in the 
country, this particular unit of the Ministry of 
Information should send out its cameramen 
to cover the occasion and thereby project 
Nigeria to the outside world. Mter all, it is 
not only Nigerians who view the television. 
There are other people in this country who 
are non-Nigerians. When these people see 
Nigerian films they will be able to say something 
about them when they return to their countries, 
and also teach their people about what is 
happening in,Nigeria. 
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One other point is that it is only in Lagos The next point I want to speak on is the 
here that one can view this television which External Broadcasting Section of the N.B.C. 
is operated in Lagos, whereas the people of known as "The Voice of Nigeria." I am glad 
Lagos can see what is going on in the Western to hear that the Ministry of Information has 
Nigeria Television Service. This television, now purchased a piece of land for the trans
as I said earlier on, is a Nigerian Television mitter of the External Broadcasting Section of 
Service, a national property for that matter, the N.B.C. at Ikorodu. We want to know 
and it should be extended to all the other where the land is situated at Ikorodu. I am 
Regions. If the people can stay here and also interested to know who the real owner of 
know what is happening in the RegioPs, the land is. Who was the intermediary 
there is no reason why the people in the other between the owner of the piece of land and the 
Regions should not see what is happening Government ? Who received the money for 
in Lagos. Efforts should be made to have a the land? Was it the owner of the land or the 
type of transmitter, like the one which is at broker who acted as an intermediary between 
present being used at Abafon, so that the the Government and the owner of the piece of 
people of Ibadan, Enugu and Kaduna, in land ? Also I want to know whether the land 
fact! any place wher~ there i~ a _television was offered to the Government by an individual 
stat10n, ca~1. see wh~t IS. happemng m Lagos. or by a family. Rumours have it that there 
The television stat10n m Lagos belongs to was a scandal in the sale of this land. 
Nigeria and is, therefore, national. 

I beg to support. 

Alhaji Muhammadu Gauyamma (Hadejia 
North): I rise to support the expenditure 
under Head 46-Ministry of Information. 
The services of this Ministry, coupled with 
the vigilance and alertness of the officers in 
executing Government business, are evident 
signs of progress on which the Ministry has 
to be congratulated. 

I have to make a few observations about 
our conduct of affairs. One of my observa
tions is to clarify my remark on this Ministry 
following a debate on Adjournment initiated 
by the Member for Kaga Marghi (Shettima 
Ali Monguno) on the 9th of April, 1963, on 
the Floor of this House. On that occasion, 
I said that where there is smoke there must 
be fire. I refer hon. Members to the Hansard 
of 9th April, 1963, page 78. On Saturday 
the 6th of April, 1963-and here again, I 
refer hon. Members to page 6 of the Hansard 
of that day-I also commented on the exploita
tion of public money by the Ministry of 
Information. The point that I want to make 
is that by engaging one Jim Larkin on a heavy 
contract that cost the Government of this 
Federation a lot of money, this Ministry is 

· definitely wasting our money on external 
publicity. Rumours have it tha~ a high 
commission was paid by this Publicity Agent 

·to the people with whom he. negotiated for 
the contract, 

Another important point I want to comment 
on is our intelligence service. Up till now 
Nigeria has not got its own intelligence 
service. We still retain Britons for our 
intelligence service. This is bad and insecure. 
Do we have to rely on Britain for our intel
ligence service ? We must ask ourselves 
whether we are secure by leaving our intel
ligence service in the hands of Britons. I am 
saying this because it is difficult to believe 
that the British people like to see a united 
Africa. 

On the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation 
· may I make an observation. I observe that in 
the Ghana Broadcasting System the gentleman 
running the commentary holds a Ph.D. degree 
in African History. I feel it would be a very 
good thing if the N .B. C. could also get qualified 
Nigerians to come and help in its own com
mentaries. Without accusing anybody, 
rumours have it that it is very difficult to 
secure employment in the N.B.C. There are 
also reports that there is favouritism in the 
matter of employment in the N.B.C. Not 
long ago, this House amended the N.B.C. Act 
and gave the Minister powers over staff 
matters. I feel that it is time we controlled 
our ambition and worked in co-operation for 
the common good of the Federation of Nigeria. 
All we are interested in is that the Ministry of 
Information should serve our common purpose. 
If we can build up a good information service 
it will help us in our ec5>nomic growth, . 
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I would say that in order to run a democratic 
G9vernment we must not take things for 
granted. Even hon. Members should give 
the Government advice and safeguard the 
interest of our people and also guard against 
the exploitation of our public money. If we 
can sustain our democratic Government we will 
be in line with the system which that great 
American, Abraham Lincoln described as 
government of the people, by the people, and 
for the people. Before leaving the N.B.C. 
may I ask a question. Is an inquiry into the 
Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation not 
overdue? 

In conclusion, I wish to say that we Members 
of this Parliament here assembled have implicit 
confidence in our Government, which we are 
all proud of. May I, in ending, warn that 
Ministers should not take things for granted but 
they should exercise more care in spending 
public money on the affairs of their Ministries. 

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aha Urban) : I rise to 
support the Estimates for this Ministry of 
Information. May I start by speaking on the 
faulty transmitter of the N.B.C. in the Eastern 
Region. Every hon. Member of this House 
from the Eastern Region knows quite well that 
when one tunes one's radio in the evening or in 
the morning one will not get the Eastern Region 
clearly. I always get the West and the Northern 
Region. Something must be done. When I 
was a member of the N.B.C. Board we made 
complaints times without number that the 
faulty transmitter of the N.B.C. should be 
changed. But up till now there is no improve
ment and I would like the Minister of Informa
tion to make a categorical statement on that 
because we felt at that time that that was a 
colonial arrangement to blackmail the people of 
the Eastern Region so that people will not even 
hear our voice or know about the activities of 
the Eastern Region. Since we achieved our 
independence nothing has been done to remedy 
the situation. I would like a statement from 
the Minister on this particular issue. 

Another point is the condition of service in 
the N.B.C. The well trained members of the 
staff of the N.B.C. are resigning. Many of 
them are leaving the N.B.C. and are joining the 
Eastern Nigeria Broadcasting Service and the 
Western Nigeria Broadcasting ~ervice. Some 
of them have even left the N.B.C. and have got 
jobs· with oil companies and . sbme ·ather esta-

blishments in the country that need well-trained 
men. The Minister of Information should 
state what has brought about this unsatisfac
tory state of affairs in the N.B.C. Why are the 
well-trained staff of the N.B.C., especially in 
the News Section, leaving the Corporation ? 

Another point is about the television services 
in the country. I think this is the time when 
Nigeria should make all necessary arrangements 
to co-ordinate the television services in this 
country. I have always said on the Floor of 
this House that there are too many television 
services in this country. The West has a 
separate television service, the East has a 
separate television service, the North has a 
separate television service and the Federal 
Government has the same thing. This is a way 
of wasting public money when we are trying to 
borrow money from all parts of the world and 
are appealing to international bodies to come 
and help us in the execution of our Six-Year 
Development Plan. Now instead of manufac
turing, for instance, office pins and other small 
goods that are useful we waste a lot of money on 
four television stations. We are even thinking 
of a factory to manufacture television sets now. 
This will not in any way help us and I must say 
that this is bad economy. The Federal 
Government should look into this matter and, 
if possible, refuse to grant operating licences to 
all these Regional television stations. 

Another point I would like the Minister to 
look into is publicity. I think many Members 
have spoken on the fact that Nigeria is not 
well publicised abroad. I think this is the 
time the Minister of Information should look 
into it closely and see that some experienced 
newspaper men in this country are employed 
in his Ministry and sent ·abroad instead of 
wasting money. Now we have entered imo 
agreement with an American firm to · publicise 
Nigeria. We must make necessary arrange
ments to get our well-trained newspaper men ; 
keep them in the Ministry of Information for 
some time and then send them overseas to 
publicise Nigeria. I am sure that no person 
in the world can publicise Nigeria more than 
Nigerians themselves. Not only that, there 
will be conflict of interests, any organ in a 
foreign co.untry would protect the interest of 
its .. country·first. I am therefore of the opinion 

· th~t the Minister .of. information should look 
into all these things. 
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I must commend the staff of the Printing well to know that even in a small country 
Division ·of the Ministry of Information for the like Ghana. six languages are broadcast. I 
able way they turn out Hansard. Although an can quote a country like the United Kingdom 
hon. Member has complained about this where there is a unitary form of government. 
aspect of their work that does not mean that It is not as large as Nigeria and the diversities 
they are not doing something. I believe that there are not as much as in Nigeria. But 
they deserve the praise of Members of this they do everything to broadcast in Welsh and 
House. English. I think that in this country we 

I know the Minister of Information. He is 
a nationalist ; he is doing his best, and I have to 
congratulate him for what he has been doing. 
But he should look into the points I have 
raised. 

I beg to support. 

4.42p.m. 

Mr D. S. Udo-Inyang (Opobo North) : In 
supporting this Head of the Estimates, I 
would first of all like to know from the Minister 
of Information whether he cannot use the 
medium of the Nigerian Broadcasting Cor
poration to spread education, or the spirit of 
patriotism. The Minister has started to 
broadcast a programme known as School 
Broadcasts. The N.B.C. broadcasts English 
and other literary subjects. But if the Minis
ter can include something like Civics in the 
programme that will help our young ones to 
love the country and make them feel proud of 
Nigeria. . They will kno~ that they really 
belong to a great country. If they are given 
some hope for the future I think it will be very 
good indeed. · 

What is wrong in our educational system 
is that in History, for example, pupils are 
taught foreign History. · Tn fact every subject 
taught in the school is foreign. The result 
is that we are not really proud of our things. 
There is no patriotism and there is no element 
to cultivate it in Nigeria. If this Ministry 
can include Civics, Nigerian History and such 
other subjects that can create a spirit of patriot
ism in our youths, it will be very go9d indeed. 

. The pext point I want to talk about is what 
i~ known in ouf programmes as the "Three 
main languages of Nigeria". I do not think 
that it will cost this country anything if we 
can broadcast in more languages. This is 
a country of diversities and those regarded 
as minor languages contribute their quota to 
the funds of the Federal Government. So 
there is ho . reason why they should -be left 
out. The Minister of Information ·- will · do . 

should follow such a good step. 

There is no need for a child to ask his 
parents, "Why is our language not included 
in the languages used in broadcasting news ?" 
I think it will be a very sad thing for a child 
to be told, "Well, we are not regarded as 
anything", or "our language is not one of 
the main languages", and so on. So, I am 
appealing to the Minister to consider this 
point very seriously. Anything that can 
cause disaffection; or make some people to 
think that they are not taken into account, 
is not in the best interest of this country. 
We should do everything to wipe such impres
sions in people's minds. 

The next thing I want to talk about is 
the Morning Post which is published by this 
Ministry. I think that the Minister of 
Information himself will agree with me that 
that paper is far below standard. In this 
connection, I would like to refer him to what 
is going on in the Eastern Region. If one 
compares a copy of the Eastern Nigeria Out
look which is published in tlie Eastern Region 
with a copy of the Morning Post which is 
published here in Lagos one will see that the 
Eastern Nigeria Outlook is in every respect 
much better than the Morning Post. The 
news coverage of the Morning Post is poor ; 
the prints are very tiny and poor. The worst 
thing is that it is very political in outlook. 
It is partisan and it has no objective in the way 
it writes things. As a Government paper it 
should. be very objective and it should not 
be partisan at all. I am saying this objectively. 
I have even quoted the Eastern Nigeria Outlook. 
The Government in the ;East is controlled by 
the N.C.N.C. and that paper knows how it pro
jects the Government's activities. Yet it does 
not go all out to make it a party paper. The 
very fact that I have commended the Eastern 
Nigeria . Outlook will show hon. Members that I 
am not speaking for any party at all. · The Minis
ter of Information should look into this. 

The next point I wish to touch upon is the 
present quarrel between the Minister of Infor
mat-ion and -the .Minister of Foreign Affairs 
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and Commonwealth Relations. Just this week 
when the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Information answered a Parlia
mentary Question he said that it was the res
ponsibility of the Ministry of Information to 
send out information to our embassies and 
high commissions overseas. Every hon. 
Member who was observant must have noticed 
that the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Com
monwealth Relations shook his head in dis
approval. This means that even up till now 
he does not agree that this is the responsibility 
of the Ministry of Information. This quarrel 
will go on to our detriment. If the quarrel 
were confined within Nigeria we could take 
it as a domestic strife which is sometimes in
evitable. But it is now something that is show
ing us in the worst light in the outside world. 
However, I am not making this appeal to the 
Minister of Information because he is per
sonally involved in the quarrel. I am merely 
making the appeal to the other Ministers and 
I do wish that they will bring this matter to 
the Prime Minister to see that it is settled. 

An hon. Member who has just spoken said 
that it is a waste of money to establish the 
Eastern Nigeria Broadcasting Service, the 
Western Nigeria Broadcasting Service and the 
Northern Nigeria Broadcasting Service. I very 
much disagree with him. 

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aba Urban): On a 
point of order, the hon. Gentleman is mis
quoting me. I said the Television Service and 
not the Broadcasting Service. 

Mr Udo-Inyang : I am grateful to the hon. 
Member for Aba Urban. I entirely agree with 
him if he was speaking in respect of television 
services. It is a sheer waste of money to have 
any television service in this country at this 
time. In some advanced countries they con
centrate in providing their people with the 
bare necessities of life. In Ireland, for example, 
although I do not know what is happening 
there now, as late as 1957 there was no television 
at all. What they did first was to provide 
electricity to the people including those in the 
rural areas. They saw that everyone had some
thing to eat ; something to wear ; that ev~ryone 
had shelter, and that workers were well paid. · 
So, I must say that having television in this 
country at this stage of our economic develop
ment is a sheer waste of money. And I further 

agree with the hon. Member for Aba Urban 
(Mr Okoronkwo) that it is even more wasteful 
to have these services in the Regions. · 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

4.50 p.m. 

Mr J. 0. Ede (Idoma North) : I rise to say 
that I do not grudge this Ministry for the 
amount of £2,656,100 which it is going to 
spend on the services of the nation. But what 
I hate is the discriminatory attitude of this 
Ministry towards publicity in so far as it 
concerns the Northern Region. 

A person listening to the N.B.C. will notice 
rightaway that the interest of the Southern 
region is uppermost in the minds of the 
management of this Ministry which comprises 
mostly of Ibos and the Yorubas of ~he N.C.N.C. 
and the Action Group. Every layman from 
the N.C.N.C. bench in this House advocates 
the unity of this country when he has his feet 
deep in all causes of disunity in the country. 
The National Press like the N.B.C. consists 
of the N.C.N.C . . and the Action Group 
elements and has not the interest of publicising 
Northern Region but will indiscriminately 
publicise nonentities of Southern origin. 

Several Members : Is the hon. Member 
a Northerner? 

Mr Ede: Yes, I am a pure Northerner. 
This attitude of the Southern N.B.C. and the 
National Press towards the North is a move 
calculated to cause disunity and rancour in the 
country. I am sure the Minister in charge is 
aware of all these irregularities. If the N.B.C. 
and the National Press are actually national, 
the interest of each region, irrespective of 
party affiliation, should be well represented. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

J. K. de Omomadia (Urhobo East): I 
thank the Chairman for giving me this oppor
tunity to speak. The first thing I would like 
to mention is the attitude of the Government 
Printer in giving out jobs to printer outside 
the Ministry and I would like to know if the 
Minister will tell the House on what basis 
these jobs are given out. How are these jobs 
distributed ? Is it ever taken into considera
tion whether or not first class jobs would be 
produced? 

In the second place; I want to know if the · 
department is coping with the volume of work 
now done there. 
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Mr D. D. U. Okay (Port Harcourt) : I want is permanently staffed, the school will assist 
the hon. Member to tell the Parliament whether several African countries and will be able to 
he is a printer and if he is asking for jobs. help to project Nigeria. 

Mr Omomadia : I am a printer. I have 
in mind the delay we often experience in getting 
our Hansard. I think bon. Members will 
agree with me that there is some delay in 
getting the Hansard. 

There is also the need to mention that great 
caution should be taken by this department to 
see that proofs are well read and that types 
used in printing these jobs are clear. And 
first class jobs should be produced. Jobs 
should be given only to outside printers who 
have the requisite experience and can use the 
best materials to produce the work. 

There is something more I like to know 
about this department. A Nigerian had been 
acting as Government Printer. I want to 
know why he was not promoted to the post of 
Government Printer. This man had been 
acting in this capacity and somebody who came 
there a few months ago was promoted above 
him. The man promoted worked for a few 
months, went on leave, got another job and 
left the department. Up till now, the man 
is acting in that post. He has been acting 
for the past two years and has not been 
promoted. 

The other point I would like to mention is 
about the N.B.C. men trained in the United 
Kingdom as permanent tutors in the N.B.C. 
training school. These men are meant to be 
permanent staff of that school, and after 
training them, they are transferred to other 
divisions. I would like to say that some 
Mrican countries such as Sierra Leone and 
Liberia have, in the past, sent their men to be 
trained in the N.B.C. training school. It will 
be disappointing, after promises have been 
given to these countries, to find that these 
promises are not fulfilled because these trained 
staff are not available to give effective training 
in the N.B.C. training school. This school 
should be manned by these trained permanent 
staff so that the purpose for which the school 
was established could be fulfilled. 

The N.B.C. training school should be well 
equipped and should offer more training 
facilities in tropical equipment not obtainable 
in the schools abroad. If the N.B.C. school 

Another point I would like to mention is the 
N.B.C. news net-work. It is agreed that it is 
very necessary to have female workers in this 
department, but I would like to say that it is 
not always satisfactory to hear these female 
announcers read news. I think they will 
better serve such as announcers and in other 
sections of the department. It is always 
disappointing to hear some of these ladies read 
news, and this reminds me that they sometimes 
so Europeanise their voices that the news 
becomes unpleasant to listen to. Members will 
agree with me that when men read the news 
they hear the news very clearly. Hon. 
Members will agree with me that if our ladies 
are going to adopt the Europeanised way of 
speaking over the news network, the best 
thing is to give them other jobs in the Prog
grammes Section of the N.B.C. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Information (Hon. 
T. 0. S. Benson): The first hon. Gentleman 
who spoke on this Head remarked that all 
speeches made by Members on the Floor of 
this House should be broadcast. That is not 
possible. The N.B.C. staff who is assigned 
to cover the proceedings of this House is 
always in attendance from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. to 12 midnight, 
and it is quite impossible in twenty minutes 
for the N.B.C. to broadcast all that had 
transpired. I think that the staff who is detailed 
to report on this House deserves the praise of 
bon. Members for the work he is doing. 

The bon. Gl!ntleman also referred to the 
delay in the publication of the Hansard. It 
was only on one occasion-and that was 
yesterday-that the Hansard was late in 
coming. Hon. Members will realise that at 
night when they are having their relaxation, 
the staff of the Printing Division stay on 
throughout the night to ensure that the report 
is ready on time. The staff are doing their 
best and they merit our praise. 

Reference was also made to the staff of the 
Morning Post and Sunday Post. I think they 
are doing their utmost, and I am sure bon. 
Members would like them to publish only 
what is of interest to this nation. 
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Chief P. Dame-Oboh (Ishan West): On The .Member for Kaga Marghi (Shettima 
a point of order, I want to mention the fact Monguno) and another hon. Gentleman re
that the N.B.C. reporter covering this House ferred to the distribution of the Six-Year 
is doing a nice job, but he should be given Development Plan. I would like to assure the 
sufficient time to enable him mention the two hon. Gentlemen that my Ministry's duty 
names of Members during his broadcast. is to send these publications abroad, and 
The idea of mentioning just "hon. Members" it is the duty of the officers there to make 
makes nonsense of the whole business. It sure that they are widely distributed. But if 
should be realised that every constituency is this had not been done, we shall look into it. 
a~xious to hear what its representative has The Member for Kaga Marghi also said that 
said. the N.B.C. should engage people of the 

The Minister oflnformation: The Mem- calibre of Abba Zoro in its News Division. 
ber for Oshun North East (Mr Olaore) referred I :v~uld like to say that the N.B.C. ~as a 
to the Nigerian Television Service. trammg school where these men are tramed, 

. but what happens is that on completion of their 
'!he P~l.1amentary Secretary to the training, most of them are lured to the Regional 

Pnme Mm1s~er (Mr S. Lana): I obse~ve broadcasting corporations, and it should be 
that the. Mace IS not properly placed. I think noted that even Abba Zoro is at present on the 
~h~ ~erJeant-at-Ar~s should be asked to put staff of the Northern Nigeria Broadcasting 
It m 1ts correct positiOn. Service. If the hon. Member will kindly 

The Chairman : Will the Serjeant-at-Arms 
please make sure that it is well placed. 

The Minister of Information : I want to 
assure the hon. Member for Oshun North 
East that the Nigerian Television Service 
broadcasts forty per cent live programmes and 
sixty per cent filmed programmes. There is 
no other Television organisation in Nigeria 
that does likewise. 

The hon. Gentleman also referred to the 
entertainment provided by Bobby Bensori. I 
want to inform him that the programme is a 
perfect one of which I am particularly proud: 
Bobby Benson is the doyen of Nigerian 
musicians in this country and he is an expert in 
his own right. It may interest the Member 
to know that he trained almost the other 
musicians whom he had mentioned. As I 
said earlier, he is doing his job well and hon. 
Members may like to know that even the 
Western Television Service is asking him to 
come and join them. 

He also asked that we should extend the 
N.T.S. to Ibadan. I want to inform him that 
there is a plan afoot for the relay, and I am 
sure that before Parliament reassembles next 
August, the work will have been completed. 

Another hon. Gentleman wanted the N.B.C. 
to broadcast their programme also in Efik and 
Edo. I would like to tell him that Edo is 
one of the vernacular languages in use in the 
Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation in the West,. 
and Efik is also in use in the Eastern N.B.C. . 

bring him back, I can assure him we are 
prepared to take him. 

The hon. Member for Kaga Marghi also 
made mention of the External Broadcasting 
Division of the N.B.C., that its programmes 
were not being heard throughout the world. 
The hon. Gentleman should rest assured that 
when the new station is completed, Nigeria will 
be heard all over the world. 
. . The Member for Ahoada West (Mr Elenwa) 

asked that events of national interest should be 
filmed and shown throughout the country. 
we have i:nany such films and cinema vans. 
As I said on the Floor of this House earlier, 
hon. Members are at liberty to apply for these 
cinema vans to show films in their consti
tuencies. I might rp.ention that the Film 
Unit take on their own to circulate these films, 
but if anyone wants films to be shown in his 
constituency, he is free to call on the staff of 
the Film Unit and they will ensure that the 
request is met. 

The Member for Hadejia North (Alhaji 
Gauyamma) referred to the appointment of Jim 
Larkin. I want to say that this gentleman was 
engaged for only three months by the Nigerian 
Government. A new man, I understand, has 
been engaged at present, but I have not had 
the opportunity of meeting him yet. 

He also referred to the transmitting station 
at Ikorodu Beach. In my speech, I made it 
quite clear that the transmitters were to be ins
talled at Ikeja, but the Ministry of Transport 
and Aviation .. opposed the installation at 
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shogunle or Ikeja because, according to. them, 
it would affect aviation and air traffic. Those 
who are · familiar with the .history of Nigeria 
will know that right from Broad Street, the 
District Officer then used to control the old 
colony of Badagry, Epe, Ikorodu and . Ikeja. 
From Lagos to Ikorodu Beach is only six 
miles across the lagoon and this is the nearest 
distance to Lagos. 

Even when the Cable and Wireless were 
in difficulty of getting a suitable site for .the 
installation of their transmitters about six 
years ago, they were compelled to go to 
Ikorodu. The Cable and Wireless have now 
been reborn into a new Company kriown as 
NECOM which is within the portfolio of the 
Ministry of Communications. So ·that point 
is now cleared. 

The hon. Member for Aba Urban (Mr 
Okoronkwo) also referred to the N.B.C. 
transmitter in the Eastern Region. I am 
happy that that transmitter was installed during 
the time that the hon. Member was a member 
of the Board of N.B.C. A suney is being 
made at present to install a new transmitter of 
250 killowatt short-wave in all the Regional 
capitals-Kaduna, Enugu and Ibadan. When 
the survey is completed, if we can get the money 
from the Ministry of Finance, the transmitter 
will be installed. 

The hon. Member also referred to the 
question · of co-operation of the Nigerian 
Television Service with the Regional Services. 
It is our hope that sooner or later we shall be 
able to have one central Television Service 
for the whole country. 

The hon. Member for Ogoja East (Mr Odey) 
referred to discrimination in the Nigerian 
National Press. I can assure him that that is 
not true. There are six directors of ' the 
Nigerian National Press. Three of them are 
from the North, two from the East and only OJ'te 
from theW est. 

Hon. Omomodu referred-:-

Mr J. K. de-Omomadia (Urhobo East): 
My name is de-Omomadia and not Omomodu. 

The Minister of Information : Hon. de
Omomadia referred to the question of printing 
jobs. The Printing Division of my Ministry 
was established for the. purpose of printing 
Government jobs. We also have a printing 
section in the Nigerian National Press. When 
the Printing Division has too much to do; it 

gives some of tqe jobs to the National Press, 
and as for the remaining jobs, I a.m sure that 
the people there do justice to private printers· 
like. the hon. Member. · If the hon. Member 
has somebody ·in mind, he can r.ecortin_tend; 
him to the Government Printer who will give 
him due consideration on merit. 

The hon. Member also referred to a person 
who is at .present acting as Government 
Printer. All I can say i_s that he can rest 
assured .that the post will S9Qn be filled, and it 
will be filled by a Nigerian. If the man has 
acted long enough for him to understand the 
job, he should be very hopeful. 

Mr Brown : What about the other point ? 

The Minister of Information : Which 
other point ? 

Mr Brown : The one about the promotion of 
the Minister's messengers. -

The Minister of Information : I think, 
apart from all the points I made in my Budget 
speech and the answers which I have given· here 
to hon. M~mber's observation, I have convered 
enough ground. The hon. Member for Uyo 
South West (Mr Brown) should rest assured 
that all the messengers in the N:B.C. will be 
well looked after. I think that is the pomt he 
raised. · 

I think we are doing our best. Publicity is a 
very difficult work to do: · I have made it 
quite clear here the assignment given to me by 
the Federal Government. The . Information 
Officers in my Ministry should fill the informa
tion posts in all our Missions all over the world. 
We are to supply the materials and the 
personnel. So, if the hon. Gentleman said _that 
somebody has been ~haking his head or so, that 
is not my concern. I have-made quite clear the 
stand of the Government on that issue, and I 
do hope that it will be the duty of everybody 
and the officials to make sure that the Govern
ment policy laid down in this respect is carried 
out. 

I will also make an appeal to the Press; because 
the newspapers have a duty to perform in the 
publicity of this country, either at home or 
abroad. I am sure that with the full co
operation of the Press, . Nigeria will be well 
publicised abroad. 

. There is one . more . point that I have to 
raise. We have an Information Officer in 
England. For some time now, I ·have' been 
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saying on the Floor of this House that during 
his stay in England, he has carried out his 
duties satisfactorily, likewise the man that was 
posted to New York, before they both came 
home. Arrangements are being made at 
present to send other Information Officers to 
New York. I ag:t:ee that there is a m.a~ t~ere 
at present, but we have to find out how many 
people are required in New Y'Ork-w~ethei: 
two, three or four-and we shall make sure 
that we send efficient Information Officers. to 
N·ew York and also make sure we send some
body very responsible to fill the post that is 
at present vacant in London. 

Mr P. 0. Tokula (!gala North East) : 
Under sub-head 37-Engineering-~~ appears 
as if there are too many engineers. i.n the 
Ministry of Information, and I am often 
surprised to see that frequently during bro:j.d
casts there are faults or break-downs of the 
~ngines. The result of this is that usually 
we are cut off from the programme. I do not 
know why that should happen whereas already 
we have more than enough engineers to 
manage the whole affair. I think it may either 
be that these engineers do not put -in their 
maximum effort or that they are inefficient or. 
that they neglect their duty. Indeed, if these 
engineers cannot see to the maintenance o£ 
these enginees, I think there. is tlVery need to 
reduce their number. 

Another thing is about reque&t p,rogrammes. 
Oftentimes people write, particularly from 
the rural areas, requesting some records to be 
played for the enjoyment of their friends or 
relations, but these requests are usually 
rejected. Personally, I have approached some 
of these people in the N.B.C. and the. explana
tion I was given was that we shoulcl obtain 
certain forms from a certain magazine which 
is sold for 4d. I live in a remote area and this 
type of magazine is. not available in my area. 
I experience difficulties in getting the forms. 
I am appealing to the Minister for the benefit 
of the people who live in the rural areas, 
that the N.B.C. should make it a poi~t of duty 
to accept our applications on ordinary sheets of 
paper, instead of tying us dow.n to buying some 
magazines from the_ N.B.C. itself before we 
can hear our requests broadcast. 

I would sei~ this, opportunity here to say 
that we are t]red ~f foreign films on our teb 
vision. .All along, we .. continue to see and hear 

all this type of thing. These films are hired 
with a large amount of money. A lot of money 
is spent on them. Why not ask the other 
African ambassadors in Nigeria to provide us 
with films about their countries ? They will 
be very glad, and, in fact, they will be happy to 
see that people in Nigeria would like to know 
more about their countries. 

Some of the foz:eign films are raw. They 
<4spl_ay things w!pch pqrtray people as cri_mj~ls •. 
CQW-boys, and expert murderers. All these are 
being shown on ouz: tel~vi,sion, and most qf 
them ar~ fr.om Britain. I am a(raid, I do not 
~nk we ca,n continue with_ this type of fil~s. 
These are, io fact, not what we want. We want 
to 'see people' froi_Il nearby African cou-ntries 
like Ghana, Sierra Leone, and Congo for: that 
matter. We would like to see them very much. 

Another point is that a large amount of 
money is voted for overtime duty, and I am 
surprised to hear that only the senior section of 
the workers in the N.B.C. are allowed to do 
overtime. The commonest laoourers work all 
day for several hours without overtime payment. 
I think this condition is very appalling, and I 
am asking the Minist_er in charge to try-

The Minister of Information :I would not 
like to interrupt the hon. Member for !gala 
North E3.llt (Mr Tokula), but if he is sur,e that 
mes!'~ngers. work overtiple without being paid ; 
he can, in fact, refer the matter to me, and I 
shall investigate it. 

Mr Tokula : In fact, th,at is the type of thing 
I am_ saying, and I am now calling the attention 
of the· Minister in charge to see that this actually 
does not happen any longer. 

There is one point again. We would like 
more Northerners to be employed in the N.B,C. 
The N .B. C. is not meant for on.Jy the Southern 
Provinces. We should get a greater number of 
Northerners into the N.B.C. (Interruption). In 
the broadcasting of news, I do not think we can 
find any person from any other Region to be 
more competent than all the Northerners. The 
Minister himself is here, and he can bear me out 
very well. He. knows the ability of Abba Zoro. 

Mr J. U. Udenyi (Enyong_ No_rth) : On a 
point of order, the hon. Member for !gala 
North East (Mr Tokula) is tribalistic in his 
statement . 
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The Chairman : These statements referring Minister to increase the period. If the Minister 
to "North", "South", "lbo", "Yoruba", and gives this some consideration, I would like 
"Hausa" are products of people of some intel- him to include Afenmai language. 
lects on my far right, and I am afraid the 
younger Members of this House should not be 
blamed for picking up what they say. 

Mr Tokula: Moreover, I have often, in fact, 
appealed to the Minister to give us a sort of 
television which can be operated in the rural 
areas. People in the rural areas are not enjoy
ing the television service. Last ye.ar, I can 
remember, I appealed to the Minister of 
Information to try and do all he could in his 
Ministry to supply the rural areas with televi
sion sets which could be operated by batteries. 
I am still repeating my appeal this time. We 
all contribute to the Government funds, and, 
therefore, all the taxpayers, not only those in the 
big towns and cities but also those in the rural 
areas, are bound to enjoy the television service. 
There is no need, in fact, keeping the enjoyment 
here. So, I am appealing to the Minister to try 
and give us some television sets which can be 
operated by batteries. 

Also, I am reminding the Minister once more 
about the employment of Northerners in 
particular in the N.B.C. 

I beg to support. 

Mr M. C. K. Obi (Afenmai East): I have 
a few things to say about this Head. I agree 
that the Minister of Information has improved 
quite a great deal, and I congratulate him very 
much indeed. 

I want also to make reference to the account 
of proceedings in Parliament. The person 
doing it at present is efficient, but he has one 
difficulty, and that is that time is always against 
him. Now, Members wish to be heard all 
over their constituencies. It does not matter 
what they say. In fact, people want to hear 
what they say in the Parliament. We, therefore, 
want an extension of time to be given to this 
man to enable him to say exactly what Members 
say here in Parliament. What is against him 
at present is time. He should be given more 
time to be able to broadcast everybody's 
speech. The present way of saying that some 
Members contributed to certain debates and 
mentioning their names, I do not think is very 
satisfactory. 

I want to say a few things about the Minister 
in respect of his statements over the N.B.L. 
network. We would like the Minister, although 
he is Information Minister, to be a little 
original in his statements. At times he repeats 
statements already made by the Prime Minister. 
We want him to be independent when making 
his own statements. 

The other point is on the question of appoint
ment. I think the Minister has been unfair to 
us in the Western Region. I appeal to him to 
take in more of our people in that Ministry. 
Those who are already well served are still 
complaining. The Minister has confirmed 
here that there are six directors, three of whom 
come from the North, two from the East, and 
one from the West. Is that not sufficient evi
dence to show that we are being discriminated 
against? And the Minister is a Westerner. I 
appeal to the Minister to consider appointing 
more people from the West. 

I beg to support. 

£2,787,600 for Head 46-Ministry of Infor
mation-ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

In the Speech from the Throne, reference 
was made to external broadcasting-that some
thing is going to be done to improve it so that 
Nigeria may be heard all over the world. But 
I wish to stress that charity begins at home. 
In this regard, I would like to say that some of 
the people who read our news do not read 
news properly. There are some of them who 
beg the pardon of listeners several times and 
cough for one hour, and people listening to 
the news get disgusted. Such people should 
be shifted to a different section of that Ministry. 
Even at times, these people make efforts to 
speak in a way which is un-Nigerian, and then 
they speak bad phonetics. Such people should 
not be allowed to read news at all. 

Committee report Progress-to tit 
There is one other thing, and that is the Tomorrow. 

again 

broadcast of the news in the three main 
Nigerian languages, Somebody appealed to the 
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SuPPLEMENTARY CAPITAL EXPENDITURE (Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 
ESTIMATES ( 1962-63) 

HEAD 626-AIR TRANSPORT SYSTEM 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to move, 
That the expenditure from the Develop

ment Fund of One Hundred and Sixty-nine 
Thousand, Nine Hundred and Ninety-two 
Pounds for the purpose set out in the Draft 
Third Supplementary Estimates of Capital 
Expenditure, 1962-63, under Head 626-
Air Transport System, be approved. 

The Minister of Transport : I beg to 
second. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the expenditure from the 
Development Fund of One Hundred and 
Sixty-nine Thousand, Nine Hundred and 
Ninety-two Pounds for the purpose set out 
in the Draft Third Supplementary Estimates 
of Capital Expenditure, 1962-63, under Head 
626-Air Transport System, be approved." 

HEAD 626-COMMUNICATIONS 
The Minister of Finance : I beg to move-

That the expenditure from the Develop
ment Fund of three Hundred and Forty-nine 
Thousand, Eight Hundred Pounds for the 
purpose set out in the Draft Third Supple
mentary Estimates of Capital Expenditure, 
1962-63, under Head 626-Communications, 
be approved. 

The Minister of Transport : I beg to 
second. 

Mr I. A. Brown ( Uyo South West) rose-

The Minister of Finance : On a point of 
order, Sir, Mr Brown cannot speak from 
another man's seat. 

Mr Brown : I am speaking here as the 
acting Leader of the Opposition. May I say 
that some of us do not understand the Bills 
that are being passed now. The Minister of 
Finance should tell us exactly what all these 
thousands of pounds are for. 

Question put and agreed to. 
Resolved, That the expenditure from the 

Development Fund of Three Hundred and 
Forty-nine Thousand, Eight Hundred Pounds 
for the p1,1rpose set out in the Draft Third 
Supplementary Estimates of Capital Expendi
ture, 1962-63, under Head 626-Communica
tions, be approved 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to move 
that this House doth agree with the Committee 
in the said Resolutions. 

The Minister of Transport : I beg to 
second. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Resolutions. 

CUSTOMS TARIFF (DUTIES AND EXEMPTIONS) 

The Minister of Finance : I have it on 
command from His Excellency to move, 

That the Customs Tariff (Duties and 
Exemptions) Order, 1963, a copy of which 
was laid before this House on Wednesday, 
17th of April, 1963, be confirmed. 
The first of the amendments the Order 

makes is to item 4 (3) of the First Schedule to 
the Customs Tariff to increase the minimum 
duty payable on footwear from 2s-6d to 
3s-6d per pair. This has been done to reduce 
the importation of a million or more pairs of 
cheap canvas and rubber or plastic shoes and 
so not only to provide a stimulus for local 
manufacturers of comparable products, but 
also to save the spending of unnecessary 
foreign exchange. 

The alteration to item 41 (1) (a) of the same 
Schedule, follows the opening of the diesel 
powered electricity generating station at 
Bukuru, and places the Nigerian Electricity 
Supply Corporation Limited on the same 
footing as the other Corporations and to pay 2d 
per gallon instead of 1s-8d for diesel fuel used 
in stationary engines. 

A new sub-item 45 (1) (d) of the First 
Schedule provides for the importation of 
unbleached grey baft at a low rate of Customs 
import duty by approved firms manufacturing 
printed fabrics. This concession will be 
withdrawn when sufficient quantities of locally 
manufactured unbleached grey baft are avail
able. 

Foreign biscuits are still being imported 
into Nigeria in large quantities. As a result 
local manufacturers of comparable produds 
are finding themselves unable to meet this 
competition. The amendment to item 46 ( 1) 
of the First Schedule increasing the present 
duty on biscuits from 33iper cent ad valorer,n to 
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50 per cent ad valorem seeks to effect a reduc
tion in the imports of biscuits, a saving in 
foreign exchange and an increase in local 
employment. 

A considerable part of the output of a 
Nigerian firm of meat canners is exported to 
Ghana. With the setting up of a meat cannery 
industry in that country, these exports will 
cease and an alternative market must be found 
in Nigeria if production and employment are to 
continue. But severe competition is expe
rienced in this country because of cheap 
importations of corned meats from overseas, 
particularly from South America. To protect 
our own industry and to reduce the present 
severe competition, an amendment to item 
46 (12) of the First Schedule has been made, 
which has the effect of raising the present 
import duty of 25 per cent ad valorem on 
preserved meats and poultry to 50 per cent 
ad valorem. 

Item 47 of the First Schedule has been 
amended to permit buses and coaches to be 
imported on payment of 5 per cent ad valorem 
duty instead of the former 25 per cent. This 
has been done in the interests of road safety, 
to encourage the use of vehicles specially 
designed and constructed for the carriage 
of passengers. Provision has also been made 
for the importation of parts of such vehicles 
at the low rate of 5 per cent to encourage local 
assembly. 

When cheap but bulky goods are imported, 
a large proportion of their landed cost is 
accounted for by freight charges. To reduce 
such charges to the minimum, importers of 
suitcases and similar travel goods, often pack 
them 'nested'. That is to say they are trans
ported packed one inside the other in descend
ing order of size. So great has been the saving 
of freight charges in respect of these goods, 
that local manufacturers are complaining that 
the Nigerian made product is being undersold 
in local markets. To remedy this position a 
minimum duty of 4s per article has been 
imposed for all travel goods imported 'nested' 
and item 59 of the First Schedule has been 
amended accordingly. 

Items 21A and 27A in the Second Schedule 
has been inserted to exempt from duty the 
basic materials of ferro alloys of manganese 
and silicon, .and also crude fiourspar, used in 
the making of iron and steel sheets. -

To place water undertakings, irrigation 
schemes and the like on the same footing as 
industry generally, an amendment to item 
36 (j) of the 2nd Schedule has been made t() 
admit free of duty two items of heavy capital 
cost-lift gates and hoists-used in the 
construction of water barrages. 

An amendment to the wording of the 
Second item number 67 A, which exempts 
large section tyres and tubes used on earth
moving equipment, is necessary to conform 
with the customary method of measuring 
tyre sizes. It will also remove some adrninis
trati ve difficulties of interpretation. 

Item 72 of the Second Schedule which 
exempts certain goods imported by the Catholic 
Relief Services has been amended to remove 
ambiguity. A new item 73 has been added 
to the 2nd Schedule to exempt goods imported 
by the Church World Service for the poor 
and needy and for the official use of the 
Nigeria Representative. 

Because formerly all tin and tin ore was 
exported the contribution to the International 
Tin Research Institute required from pro
ducers was collected in the form of an export 
duty. Some tin is now used in Nigeria 
and an export duty is no longer a satisfactory 
means of collecting the contributions for 
research purposes. Item 19 of the Third 
Schedule has, therefore, been revoked and 
contributions to the International Tin Research 
Institute will be paid, in future; as provided in 
the Regulations made under the Tin Act, 1963. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation : 

I beg to second, 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : I have a 
short note to make namely, that Members of 
this House should be at· liberty to suggest 
some of the local industries which should 
be added to this list. It is a good thing to 
exempt our own products in Nigeria, but it is 
still possible for certain expatriate firrris 
operating in Nigeria to import many things 
which they require in the nature of their 
business abroad and bring them into the 
country without the necessary payment of duty 
which will make a number of those items to 
compete in prices with locally jJfOduced 
products. 
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I havl': a long list, but that which occurs to 
me right away is the possibility of printing 
certain beer labels abroad and when they 
come into the country, they become cheaper 
than those printed here in Nigeria. I hope 
my hon. and Gallant Friend, the Minister of 
Finance would listen to me when I make my 
representations. 

Mr D. N. Chukwu (Awgu North) : I rise to 
support this Resolution, but I would also like 
to remark that Members of this House usually 
wonder why locally manufactured goods are 
sold almost at the same price as those that 
are being imported-in fact at times they are 
more costly in the markets. 

Some hon. Members : It is due to politics. 

Mr Chukwu : It is not due to politics. 
This Government, just about 18 months ago, 
released the imposition of duty on fuel oils 
and, to my understanding, all the indigenous 
industries in this country start to pay duty on 
fuel oil-that is diesel and such other lubricat
ing oil. In order to make locally manufactured 
goods to be manufactured cheaply and sold 
cheaply . in the market, I will appeal to the 
Government to leave out this duty on fuel, so 
that local manufacturers will have the oppor
tunity of manufacturing their products cheaply 
in order to gain. 

Another thing I want to say is that it has 
been said that the imposition of duty on 
imported materials is done with a view to 
protecting indigenous manufacturers. How
ever that may be true, there are some materials 
on which the Government has imposed duty 
and for which we have no local industries 
already existing in the country. There are 
such other things as paper bags. Unfortunately 
there is no paper manufacturing company 
now in the country. But just about October 
last year the Government imposed duty on 
imported paper bags even though there is no 
indigenous factory manufacturing paper. The 
duty imposed was 20 per cent. 

I wish, that before duties are imposed we 
would be assured that we have local manufac
turers to satisfy local needs. While I appeal 
to the Minister to protect the interests of 
indigenous manufacturers I wish he would try 
to bring once more into law the relaxing of the 
duty on fuel and also such other things like 

paper bags. We have no other alternative. 
Why should we have an imposition of 20 
per cent duty ? 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Customs Tariff (Duties 
and Exemptions) (No. 1) Order 1963 (Legal 
Notice No. 42 of 1963), a copy of which was 
laid before this House on Wednesday 17th 
April, 1963, be approved. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made and Question proposed, That 
the House do now adjourn-( THE MINISTER OF 
FINANCE) 

Mr C. Chiedozie (Enugu) : I want to make 
a correction. Yesterday during the Adjourn
ment Motion a speech was made by the hon. 
Member for Asaba East (Mr Mardi), attacking 
Onitsha traders, and the whole speech has 
been attributed to me in the Hansard. I 
want the Speaker to correct this because it is 
very erroneous and I cannot understand why 
my name was dragged into that kind of speech. 

I am making this correction so that it may 
be recorded that the speech was not made by 
me and that it was made by the Member for 
Asaba East (Mr Mardi) and in fact, my name 
was shown as having opposed the speech 
which is not very good. 

Mr D. D. U. Okay (Port Harcourt) : I just 
want to raise a matter of vital importance to the 
Minister of Information. It is in respect of 
increasing responsibilities of programme assis
tants in charge of Provincial Broadcasting 
Houses to the local communities. I want to 
ask the Minister what steps are being taken by 
the Minister of Information to improve the 
status of Programme Assistants who I under
stand earn lower salaries than the officers they 
are supposed to supervise. I would also like to 
ask the Minister of Information when the 
Nigerian Television Service will extend its 
services to provincial headquarters such as 
Port Harcourt. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister oflnformation (MrS. A. Yerokun): 
The Director-General of the Nigerian Broad
casting Corporation has already made certain 
recommendations regarding increased status 
for officers in charge of Provincial Broadcasting 
Stations. These proposals will be considered 
by the Board at their next meeting. 
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The answer to the next question is that the co-operation between the Federal and the 
hon. Mein~er will appreciate that the Federal Regional Ministries of Information, which he 
Television Ser-Vice is a new one and that its discussed with his regional colleagues during 
long-terin developm.ent has yet to be decided. their conference in February 1962, and which 
However, it is understood that the Eastern he also stressed in his Budget Speech at this 
Region Government is purchasing and installing Parliament's Session. 
microwave links ahd extra transmitters, one of 
the latter to be positioned so as to cover Port Question put and agreed to. 
Harcourt. 

The idea of the N.T.S. extending its services 
throughout the country conforms with the 
Minister's proposals for more co-ordination and 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

Adjourned accordingly at eleven minutes to 
six o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES have read very carefully the evidence of various 
NIGERIA Heads of Departments or Ministries and also 

Friday, 26th April, 1963 

The House met at 9 a.m. 

PRAYERS 
(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

REPORTS .FROM SPECIAL 
~ELECT COMMIT'J.'EES 

Business Committee 

Mr Speaker : I have to inform the House 
that the Member for Hadejia North (Alhaji 
Muhammadu Gauyamma) reports from the 
Business Committee that in accordance -with 
Standing Order 55(1) (c) they have decided 
that the following Private Members' Motions 
be placed on the Order Paper for Tuesday, 30th 
April, 1963 :-

. (1) Economic Development of Nigeria 
No. 37 in the Order Book ; 

(2) National Service No. 15 in the Order 
Book; 

(3) Heads of African States Conference in 
Addis Ababa No. 3 in the Order Book; 

(4) Marriage Act No. 61 in the Order 
Book; 

(5) Revision of Nigerian Constitution 
No. 67 in the Order Book; 

(6) Ban on nuclear weapons No. 86 in the 
Order Book; 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
APPROPRIATION (1963-64) BILL 

(SEVENTH ALLOTTED DAY) : CONSIDERED 
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLy 

HEAD 59.-AUDIT 

Question proposed, That £99,400 for Head 30 
-Audit-stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): I have 
very little to say on this Head in praise of the 
Audit Department. I have read very carefully 
the last Audit Report and also the Report of the 
Public Accounts Committee. It is difficult to 
imagine why Government money should be 
going the way it is going and, but for the Audit 
Department, a lot would have gone undif>
covered. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate our out-going Public Accounts 
Committee members for their vigilance. I 

the evidence of the Director of Federal Audit. 
Although this Director ·is an expatriate, I think 
he is an exception and hope he -will be spared 
to serve as a watchdog for the Ministries, 
Corporations and Departments, especially self
accounting departments. 

I discovered in the Estimates very few 
increases. All I wish to say is that the amount 
of work which devolves on t~at Department is 
great and, therefore, the Department needs 
expansion. We want more training courses 
for the auditors and their assistants. We want 
more avenues for training in the universities 
here in the country and abroad. Any man, be 
he an alien, be he a Russian, except a South 
Mrican, who is competent in the Public 
Service of this country and subject to the 
authority of the Government of this country 
and works for the interest of this country 
should be retained until a Nigerian of the same 
calibre is found. I have often said, as a 
Member of the Opposition, that I stand to 
support wholeheartedly this Head of the Audit. 

Mr N. E. Elenwa (Ahoada West): I 
happened to be a member of the Public 
Accounts Committee of last year and, in fact, I 
have to pay my regard to the Director of 
Federal Audit for the amount of work he has 
done in that Department. In fact, some of 
these Ministries find it very difficult to co
operate with this man. At times, he issues 
circulars to Ministries giving them the policy 
of the Government for these Ministries to carry 
out. These Ministries at times dilly-dally and 
he has to write several letters. As a matter of 
fact, some of these things come to the notice 
of the members of the Public Accounts 
Committee. At times a warning would be 
given in the Public Accounts Committee for 
these Ministries to submit their accounts or any 
other thing they have to submit and some of 
them feel very reluctant. Although this man 
is an expatriate, he is one of the expatriates we 
would like to remain because he is very sincere 
and hard working. 

I beg to support. 

Oba S. A. Oladiran (Okitipupa South) : I 
rise to support the hon. Member who spoke 
before me in paying tribute to whom it is due, 
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At the same time, I have to say something abput 
the accounting systems of the various Ministries 
in this Federal Government. I observe that 
it is difficult to get qualified accountants and I 
was told that the Ministry of Establishments 
even arranges with mercantile firms to train 
accountants. I would suggest that all efforts 
should be made to recruit and post qualified 
accountants to these various departments so as 
to avoid the unscrupulous accounting systems 
which operate in these various departments. 

The Accountant-General of this Federal 
Government is doing a lot of work. I was also 
a member of the Public Accounts Committee 
and under the various Heads we were able 
with him to detect some of those outstanding 
irregularities. This is commendable, and I 
would urge that such an expatriate be en
couraged to do much arduous work in this 
country. 

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East): I rise 
to support the expenditure on this Head. I 
fully agree with the statements already made 
by the two hon. Members who have just 
spoken. In addition, I would like to add that 
we have often stressed the necessity for the 
integration of the Ministries and, that being 
the case, in the interest of economy I strongly 
advocate the abolition of internal audit in 
the various Ministries. They could keep some 
accountants (perhaps in this case there is 
something in a name), whose duty. it is to 
scrutinise the expenditure and revenue of the 
various Ministries, but the work of auditing 
should be left strictly to the Audit Department 
which is one of the extra-Ministerial Heads. 
If this is done, the conflict that has been 
described this morning by members or ex
members of the Public Accounts Committee 
Vvould be reduced to the bearest minimum. 

There is, to my knowledge, some amount of 
defiance of the Audit Department by some 
Ministries and this type of thing is one of the 
things that discourages membe1s of the Audit 
Department. On one occasion, I did ask a 
question whose fate was most unfortunate in 
that the reply was neither forthcoming nor did 
it get into the Order Book. I asked : Why is it 
that there seems to be some complaint that 
members of this Department do not seem to 
like to stay for very long ? I happened to know 
some of them who were once in the Audit 
Department. They . did so~e. mathematics 

and accounting in the universities but, on 
joining the Department, they could not &tay 
very- long and the complaint seems to be that 
there is not sufficient-

An hon. Member : Inducement ! 

Mr Oronsaye : Well, if the hon. Member 
likes to call it inducement. There is no 
sufficient encouragement for them in their 
tours. The Audit Department has to send 
people out to audit accounts of people and it is 
on record that people whose accounts are to be 
audited are not likely to be very friendly, 
especially if they have very many things to hide. 
Therefore, it is not expected that these people 
would be hospitable and, as a result, it is 
necessary that almost every person who comes 
up to the grade of Executive Officer in this 
Department should have some means of 
transport so that if where he is going to inspect 
some accounts is a bit remote he can go there 
and get back on his own transport. This is 
one of the difficulties that confronts these 
people. 

If internal auditing is discouraged in the 
various departments and the Audit Department 
is put solely in charge of audit, I think most of 
the anomalies that exist in these Ministries will 
disappear. 

£99,400 for Head 59-Audit-ordered to 
stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 60.-ELECTORAL COMMISSION 

Question proposed, That £25,710 for Head 
60-Electoral Commission-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Mr B. 0. Ikeh (lzi South): I remember 
some time ago last year we had an Electoral 
Regulation Bill. At that time, the Minister of 
Internal Affairs said that the intention of that 
Bill was to bring all the existing Regulations 
together and that in course of time a neVv Bill 
would be presented to this Parliament to 
regularise certain issues and also put the 
Federal Electoral Regulations in harmony with 
other_ Electoral Regulations existing in the 
Federation. 

For instance in the last Bill brought to this 
House there was a provision that if anybody 
would protest against somebody's name in the 
Electoral List he would first of all deposit a sum 
of £10, and as for the person wishing to contest 
an election it would be only £25, whereas in 
·the Regions, for persons wishing to stand for 

,009"!) 



PeJerai Pariiament Debates 
2153 [Appropriation (1963-64) 26 APRIL 1963 Bill: Committee] 2154 

[MR IKEH) 
lection to the Regional Houses of Assembly it 
s £100 in the East, £100 in the North and 

; bout £75 in the West. But in the House of 
Representatives, the highest legislature of the 
nation it is only £25. The £10 is only required 
or a protest for a name to be deleted from the 
oter' s list. 
I do not think that this is in kt;eping with 

the other Electoral Regulations. The Federal 
Electoral Regulations seem to fall short of othet 
Electoral Regulations in other parts of the 
Federation. I am appealing to the Minister 
in charge to bring this before Parliament in 
the near future so thatthe Electoral Regulations 
of the Federal Parliament will be harmonised 
with the Electoral Regulations of the other 
Regions of the Federation. This is really very 
important. 

I would like to touch on the point of the 
number of members of the Electoral Commis
sion-four-as it exists now, that is, one for 
each Region. There is no doubt that with 
the creation of the Mid-West State, the new 
Electoral Regulations will make provision for a 
fifth person who will represent the new Region. 

I beg to support. 
£25,710 for Head 60-Electoral Commission 

-ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 61-}UDICIAL 

Question proposed, That £188,840-Judicial 
-stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja): I believe that 
this is the appropriate moment to say one or 
two words on what has been the subject of some 
press comments. With respect, I would say 
that it is unquestionable that any act of mem
bers of the Bench in their judicial capacity must 
never be attacked by anybody, and I think 
that in this connection, those of us in Parlaiment 
have a duty to see that the position of the 
judges is protected at all times. There is 
no question about that. I must concede 
that on the day the matter was raised I was 
not here, but be that as it may, one thing is 
quite clear, that we in the House are quite at 
liberty to say whatever we think of any indivi
dual be he a judge or otherwise for acts per
formed extra-judicially, outside his office as a 
judge. 

The person who was the subject of some 
comments the other day is no doubt one of the 
biggest legal luminaries in this country and 

I think we have a duty to protect him person
ally. But I have not got that person in mind 
at the moment. The question I wish to 
emphasise is that no Nigerian in that position 
should say anything which botders on the 
verge of politics. I realise that what was 
referred to, what was described as an attack, 
has been denied and that the individual never 
said anything of the sort. It was unfortunate 
that something was said of him on the Floor 
of this House. But quite apart from that, 
anybody who makes any statement on any 
burning political issue can be spoken about in 
this Parliament, and I think that the Bar 
Association of which I am a member cannot 
limit the extent to which Parliament can 
speak on so far as what they say does no 
amour.t to attacking a member of the Bench. 

The Chairman : Order ! I do not think 
it is proper to criticise judges in their private 
life. After all the Government and the Minis
tries are only in charge of their duties in their 
official capacities, not in their private capacities. 
So, his personal character, his personal life, is 
not subject to debate in this House. 

Mr Ogunsanya: I am not attacking any
body at all. I am only trying to draw a line 
of distinction and I am not referring to any 
particular individual. I am only replying to 
what the Bar Association said. We in this 
House have a responsibility to protect our 
judges, but we do not depend on them to tell 
us what and what we should say here. 

I beg to support. 

M. Sule Abba Biu (Biu North) :In support
ing this Head I have to say a few things about 
the judicial system in Nigeria. First of all, 
I wish the judges' salaries to be increased and 
their appointments made permanent as is the 
case in other parts of the world so that they 
will discharge their duties without fear or 
favour. But if they are given temporary 
appointments they will be looking forward to 
leaving their duties for some other duties 
which perhaps will give them more money. 

Another point is about solicitors and lawyers. 
I think it is only fair that lawyers should take 
the duties of going to court and defending 
people while solicitors should be given the 
opportunity of preparing cases. In Nigeria, 
I think lawyers have the opportunity of becom
ng lawyers and solicitors at the same time. 
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Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya : On a point of 
information, solicitors and barristers are all 
lawyers. I do not know what the hon. Member 
is talking about. 

M. Biu : In other parts of the world solicitors 
have nothing to do in court. Only lawyers go 
to present cases before a judge. 

The last point I want to make is about 
Customary Courts. Really, we have courts 
in Nigeria-

Oba Oladiran : On a point of order, my 
hon. Friend's speech is very irrelevant. Custo
mary Courts do not occur in this Head. 

M. Biu : I am talking about Customary 
Courts in Western Nigeria. 

The customary courts and native courts all 
over the country should be closely looked into. 
I mean that something must be done to them 
because most of the customary court judges 
and native court presidents seem to have been 
appointed without any training whatsoever. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): On a 
point of order, there is no Fedetal customary 
court. It is a Regional matter. 

The Chairman : Mter all cases from 
customary courts can reach any court. 

M. Abba Biu : Really, the customary courts 
and native courts systems need something to be 
done to them. We need to introduce legis
lation to make it. necessary for customary court 
judges to have a very, very wide range of 
training. 

I do not want the Ministers to fire me when 
I am speaking. I am saying that I would like 
to see legislation brought up to this House 
controlling all courts, native, customary, or 
otherwise in the Federation. We do not want 
any careless persons to be appointed court 
judges or presidents. 

The Mmister of Mines and Power 
(Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule): On a 
point of order, I do not think that the Federal 
Government is competent to do that. We are 
not responsible for customary and native 
courts. 

are appointed throughout the Federation, 
instead of these customary court judges,-

The Chairman : I am afraid that if the 
hon. Gentleman wishes to continue to discuss 
customary courts, he should go to the local 
councils. 

M. Abba Biu: Finally, Sir, what I mean is 
that the Federal Government should appoint 
more magistrates in the Federation to facilitate 
the hearing of cases. In the courts vve often 
find that many cases are not heard in good time. 

I beg to support. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Justice (Mr R. B. K. Okafor) : Mr 
Chairman, I would like to hold the Floor for a 
few minutes, to explain one or two points about 
the position of the Judiciary. 

Often times, one finds many people lunching 
attacks on the members of the Bench. May I, 
therefore, through the Chairman, send this 
appeal to Members, that it will be important 
to lessen the number of attacks on judges. 
Mter all, we all know that the institution of the 
Judiciary is a sacred one and we enjoy one of the 
highest Judiciary standards all ove1 the vvorld. 
I think that the less we attack our Judges on the 
Floor of this House, the better it will be for us 
all. 

I would like to say something about the 
barristers and advocates. In the lavv school 
which we have now opened arrangements are 
being made to train lawyers in book-keeping, 
accountancy, and such other subjects, so that 
it may be pos:>ible for some la·wyers to qualify 
as solicitors and sit down in their chambers, 
while others qualify as barristers and go to the 
law courts. 

Finally, I would like to say, at the risk of 
irrelevance, something about customary courts. 
I think it is not the intention of the Federal 
Government at the moment to start customary 
courts in Lagos. 

I beg to support. 

Question put and agreed to. 

£188,840 for Head 61-Judicial -ordered to 
stand part of the Schedule. 

M. Abba Biu: But when we come here, we HEAD 62-PARLIAMENT 
come here as representatives of everybody in Question proposed, That £673,900 for Head 
this country. I believe that if more magistrates 62-Parliament stand part of the Schedule. 
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Alhaji Aminu Kano (Kano East) : .First of The. Chairman : Order ! Order ! 
all, Sir, I would like to express my dissatisfac
tion with the Speaker's uniform . . In 1960, 
after attaining independence, we emphasized 
the importance of Africanizing our institutions, 
and I pointed out that the Speaker's uniform is 
un-African and un-Nigerian. It is, if I may 
say so, a magician's dress. It is British and 
has no connection with our tradition, our 
culture, or our history. We should design 
our own dress. 

The Chairman will bear me out that two 
years ago there was a Committee set up, made 
up of the Whips, the Clerk of the House, 
and the Speaker himself, to design a robe .which 
will befit the Speaker of this honourable 
House. We designed one, and how it has 
happened that the same imported dress was 
adopted, I do not know. 

You cannot imagine how much we all feel 
embarrassed when the Speaker enters this 
House with this dress like somebody put in a 
drum-in a big sac. For goodness sake, next 
year or next sitting, please I request that the 
Speaker come into this House in a better dress, 
which will look Nigerian, which looks African, 
and let us forget all about this imported dress 
from Britain. 

An hon. Member : Have we got a standard 
dress for the whole of the country ? 

Alhaji Aminu Kano : Yes we have. 

Secondly, I know everybody here is eagerly 
wishing that this country becomes a Republic. 
This Mace which we have here is foreign . 
It originated from the times when the King of 
England would send somebody to go to Par
liament with a stick. We have not sent 
anybody with a stick here in this country. 

Mr R. N. Muojeke (Awka Central) : I wish 
to inform the hon. Member that-

Alhaji Aminu Kano : Sir, that is a point 
of information, and I do not think that at this 
moment I need any information from him. 

The Chairman : Is the hon. Member for 
Awka Central. (Mr Muojeke) raising a point of 
order ? If so, what order ? 

Mr Muojeke: Yes, Sir, Order 26. The 
Mace is important for the Parliament. 

Several hon. Members: Sit down, sit 
down! · 

Alhaji Aminu K.;ln.9 : The desire of the 
people of Nigeria is that we should Nigerianise 
and Mricanise many of our institutions. I am 
sure that the P,on. the Prime Minister will 
soon make a statement as to when this country 
will be declared a Republic and many of 
these unnecessary and imported remnants of 
the colonial powers will be discarded in this 
country. 

The Chairman : Order ! I think that 
the Member for Kano East (Alhaji Aminu 
Kano) does not realise that this Mace is useful 
for those who are restless and do not follow 
the rule of the House. I think it is a heavy 
club for punishing them. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Justice (Mr R. B. K. Okafor): 
The language the Chairman is using is also 
foreign . 

Alhaji Aminu Kano : I do not want to take 
the Chairman to task about the language he is 
speaking because we are still in the process of 
eliminating foreign elements from this country, 
so that even in future one of the Nigerian 
languages should be the language of this 
Parliament. 

Last year I made a plea on behalf of the 
so-called Hall Porters. I think that the 
designation Hall Porter is not conducive to 
this Parliament, and that they should be called 
Security men and not Porters. A porter in 
the Nigerian context is a labourer who carries 
loads for money. These porters are not 
labourers ; they are the security . men of this 
Parliament. They do not like to be called 
porters ; they resent it, and if I am appointed 
here to work as a porter I would not like to be 
called a porter. Therefore, these people 
should be recognised as security men, they 
should be given a uniform that befits their 
work and they should be given a new name 
instead of being called porters. 

An hon. Member : What do they want ; 
the name or the salary ? 

Alhaji Aminu Kano : They want both. 

It is our wish that when we build the new 
Parliament , the front of the Parliament should be 
decorated with the statues of the leaders of this 

' ' 
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country who have fought for and won indepen
dence for us, and who have contributed to the 
cultural development, and educational im
provement of this country. Although we have 
erected the statue of Her Majesty the Queen 
in front of this Parliament, when the new Par
liament comes into being that part of our 
Parliament should bear the statues of the 
people who have fought for our independence. 
I will now refer to what has happened in Enugu 
There is the statue of Dr Azikiwe in front 
of the Eastern House Assembly now and the 
people in the West are now building the statue 
of Chief Awolowo in Ibadan, and it may be 
that the Northern Government will think of 
Sir Ahamadu' s statue in Kaduna. 

The Minister of Finance : Is the hon. 
Member for Kano East (Alhaji Aminu Kano) 
sure of the one of Ibadan ? 

Alhaji Aminu Kano : If Chief Awolowo 
goes wrong after independence it does not 
mean that we should forget the good work he 
has done for this country. I think-

Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East): On 
a point of order, I would like to ask from 
Alhaji Aminu Kano, which part of Chief Awo
lowo's career we shall remember? 

Alhaji Aminu Kano : The hon. Chief 
Whip, the Member for Gwarzo East (Alhaji 
Bello Dandago) knows better which side. 

I think that the sooner we give the signi
ficance of our tradition to this · Parliament 
the better. 

I beg to support. 

Mr M. C. K. Obi (Afenmai East): It will not 
be too much if every year Members come to 
this House and speak in praise of the Speaker 
and his Deputy as well as the staff of this 
Parliament whenever the Head for Parliament 
is being debated. I therefore stand to congra~ 
tulate the Speaker, his deputy and the entire· 
staff of this Parliament for the efficient ways 
in which they have been doing their work. 

In the past, people felt it was orily lawyers 
who can be efficient Speakers. I think we 
now agree that .that is not so .. 

An bon. Member : Who said so ? 

Mr Obi : I think some Members said so in 
1960, but tl)ey have been proved wrong. 

I disagree with the hon. Member for Kano 
East (Alhaji Aminu Kano) on the question of 
the Speaker's dress and the other things he 
referred to in the Parliament. In the past 
people were not ruled by Parliaments. It was 
just a question of one powerful man in the 
community standing up to dictate to people. 
He was the only person who could rule, but 
now, we have a very large body of persons 
gathered together who are the law makers of 
the country. We have drawn our own system 
of Government from the British people and it 
is what obtains in their Parliament that is 
obtaining here. I do not agree that the 
Speaker's dress and the Mace be changed 
because they are foreign. It is when we agree 
to change our system of Government that I 
can agree that these things should be changed. 

I have a few things to say on the question 
of Committees which can be discussed under 
this Head. We have various Committees of 
Parliament, and I wonder why people should 
be appointed to serve on a committee if that 
committee will not meet. People are just put 
on committees for formality's sake. If all these 
committees will not hold meetings, the best 
thing is to amend our Standing Orders and 
scrap all the committees. 

There is one committee which we call the 
Public Petitions Committee of which I am the 
Chairman. This committee has never held 
any meeting since the beginning of this Parlia
ment. Another one is the Public Accounts 
Committee. The members of this committee 
are not paid their sitting allowances if they 
meet when the House is in session, whereas 
other committee members are paid even when 
the House is in session. I feel these people 
should be paid. 

There is also the Business Committee of the 
House. The members of this committee too 
are not paid their allowances when the House is 
in session. The members of this committee 
meet from time to time to discuss the business 
of the House for the week and also the Motions 
which come to the House for debate. The 
members of these committees should be paid 
their allowances. 

There is another piovision·under this Head 
for Commissions of Inquiry. I think it was 
due to the fact that this money was provided 
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[MR OBI] 
but was not being used that a Commission of 
Inquiry was set up last year which has not 
served any-

An hon. Member : Which Commission of 
Inquiry is that ? 

Mr Obi : The Coker Commission oflnquiry. 

I think that the money provided for these 
Commissions of Inquiry should be used for 
some other important business. I do not 
know what inquiries we expect to warrant that 
provision being made. I have said that it was 
because the provision was made that there was 
a Commission of Inquiry last year. 

I would also like to inform the House that 
the time has come for us to legislate against 
carpet crossing in this Parliament. I1;1 Great 
Britain, we do not hear of Members crossing 
the carpet and we say that we are following 
their system of Government. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : The Action 
Group imported carpet crossing into Nigeria, 
and they formed their first Government in 1952 
by carpet crossing. 

Mr Obi: The hon. Member for Ikeja (Mr 
Ogunsanya) is only trying to mislead the 
House. There is nowhere in the world where 
parties are formed in Parliament. Parties are 
formed outside Parliament, people produce 
manifestos and ideologies-

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aba Urban): May I 
know whether the hon. Member for Afenmai 
East (Mr Obi) is expecting another carpet 
crossing? 

Mr Obi : As I said, political parties are 
formed outside Parliament, and on the ideolo
gies and manifestos presented to the masses, 
people are elected into Parliament. When a 
Member wants to resign or to leave the party 
under whose platform he enters the Parliament, 
such a Member should resign, go to the 
electorate and present his new ideology or 
manifesto to them and see whether this is 
acceptable to those who elected him. 

The time has come for us to make this law, 
otherwise Members will continue to make 
themselves marketable articles whereas they 
are supposed to be hon. Members. 

I would like to say a few things more about 
this because I think it is what has led to the 

withdrawal of recognition of opposition leader
ship from the pei"son to whom it is due and I 
would like to appeal to the Chairman that 
there should be an opposition in every Parlia
ment and we ai"e the opposition here. 

Mr D. D. U. Okay (Port Harcourt) : The 
Action Group has only twelve Members in this 
House and the twelve of them cannot be 
recognised as opposition. 

Mr Obi : I repeat that since ours is a parlia
mentary democracy we would like the opposi
tion to be accorded recognition. Now we of 
the Action Group are the official opposition of 
this Parliament, and I appeal to the Chairman 
to see that this is done. 

Coming to the question of Members' flats, 
the conditions there are very unsatisfactory. I 
am happy that the Committee in charge of this 
has made a very good recommendation that 
a huge sum be set asi:de to do some repair work 
in our flats. The equipment there is very 
unsatisfactory, Members have no spoons, no 
tumblers and things li:ke that ; and the boys 
who work in these flats should be made per
manent workers of Parliament. Some of them 
are feeling very disgruntled because they do 
not know of their position. We have enough 
money under the Head of Members' Flats. I 
think it will be a nice thing if these people are 
em:ouraged by making them permanent staff in 
this place. 

There is a very strong rumour that people 
who are due fox: p:r;omotion, say; as Permanent 
Secretaries are not usually given room for 
such promotion simply because there are others 
who are not even qualified, who must have 
done one and a. half. years training somewhere 
in some of these Institutes of Administration in 
the North like Zaria. After they have been 
appointed .Permanent Secretaries then there is 
a method whereby they could be transferred 
and they displace graduates who are better 
qualified to hold such posts and . who are fit for 
the posts right here in the South. 

I think such things should be discouraged, 
and I support the Head. 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari Sarkin Bai 
(Darnbatta): In rising to support the expendi
ture on this Head I would like to draw the 
attention of the Federal Government and in 
particular of the Leader of the House to the 
unanimous request from Members of this 
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honourable House and that is the request that 
the salaries of the members of the staff of 
Parliament and their conditions of service 
should be improved. These people work very 
hard and very diligently. They work from 
8 a.m. to 12 midnight throughout, and I think 
their salaries should be increased. The salaries, 
right £rom tJ:!.e Clerk of the Parliaments down 
to the last Messenger should be increased. 

Mr E. 0. Ifezue (Orlu North): I should 
first of all like to associate my views with that 
of my bon. Friend on the other Side (Mr M. C. 
K . Obi) when he praised the Speaker. I 
think that the Speaker is a great credit to this 
country. We are so proud because we have 
given him the opportunity and he has proved 
equal to that opportunity which he has been 
given. We are proud of him for his sense of 
humour an_d his impartiality which make him 
better qualified for this job than most lawyers. 

I think it will do this country a great service 
if the office of the Leader of the Opposition is 
determined. Let us know who is the Leader 
of the Opposition. All I want is an official 
pronouncement. 

Another thing is in connection with payment 
of salaries to Members of the House. Very 
often we are told that our salarie& leave Lagos 
early in the month, but we in the Eastern 
Region do not receive our own until pe~;haps 
the 15th of the following month. I think it is 
something which should be looked into. Let 
the Government do something about it. If 
the salaries leave here by the beginning of the 
month, there is no reason why they should not 
reach our banks in about seven days. I do 
not see the reason why our salaries should be 
sent to Enugv. and from Enugu they . are sent 
to various banks. This is a very poor arrange
ment. 

I would now like to speak about our Official 
Reporters. In 1960 when we came here for 
the first time, the Official Reporters were 
English girls and sometimes they mis-spelt 
our names ; they did not know much of our 
vernacular. Now we are very happy that no 
such things occur and we are happy that our 
boys have learned so quickly the art of report
ing. So I would like to thank them for the 
good services they have been rendering to us. 

The next point, Sir, is in connection with 
Members' fiats. Mr Chairman, you will find 

that Members' fiats, while they are very good, 
the Government spent money to build those 
fine buildings, but one thing is that the sur
roundi.ng!l of the flats are very dirty. They 
should be cleaned every day. There should 
be flowers and I do not see the reason why we 
should allow such fine buildings to be spoiled 
by dirty surroundings. 

Again, there are no recreational facilities in 
the flats. When we have any free time, we 
sleep or simply go into the town to greet our 
friends ; but we want something like recrea
tional facilities. Some of us play Ludo and 
some of us play tennis and so on. There is 
enough ground for that. Another thing is 
that we understand that those buildings 
behind the flats are meant for the boys of the 
Members of the House ; but ever since those 
buildings were put up, I do not think that any 
Member has had the opportunity of having a 
room there and I wonder why it should be 
allowed to be in disuse. 

We also want the Government to provide us 
with some T.V. sets so that during the evenings 
we can come down and watch the activities of 
our Government. This is in connection with 
Ikoyi flats and the Victoria Island flats. It is 
very essential that we should have T.V. sets. 

There is one thing that has been suggested 
to me right now and that is the provision of a 
first aid medical outfit. We can keep some
thing like iodine, cotton lint, bandages and so 
on. If we find people being injured we can 
treat them. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Finance : I would like 
to associate the Government Bench with the 
kind words and factual· views expressed by hon. 
Members on the good qualities of our Speaker. 
I thinK that I consider myself very fortunate, 
as I said the day he was made the Speaker, 
that I had the opportunity of proposing him, 
and I am happy that all the qualities that I 
mentioned about him have p10ved to be true 
and beyond every shadow of doubt. 

I am sure that the Speaker himself is as 
proud of the Par<liamentarians as they are 
proud of him. We only hope that, by the 
Grace of God, he will continue to be Speaker 
and if it. is time to transplant him he should 
be transplanted to a higher position. (Laughter) 
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Now, this brings me to the very controversial 
point made by my respected Friend and 
Colleague the Member for Kano East (Alhaji 
Aminu Kana)-

Alhaji Aminu Kano (Kano East): May I 
say that my official name is Mallam and not 
Alhaji. 

The Minister of Finance : Mr Chairman, 
Mallam Aminu Kano is a Nigerian and his 
native name is Mallam Aminu Kano but his 
foreign appellation is Alhaji Aminu Kano. 
One can only become an Alhaji when one goes 
out of the borders of Nigeria to Mecca. My 
hon. Friend for Kano East has left Nigeria for 
Mecca and has been honoured with the title 
of Alhaji. I therefore purposely called him 
an Alhaji because he is still having that foreign 
appellation. 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East): If, by going 
outside the borders of Nigeria makes one to be 
an Alhaji, does it mean then that the Leader of 
this House is an Alhaji ? 

The Chairman : This is a question. 
The Minister of Finance : And this is not 

question time. 

My hon. Friends spoke about the Speaker's 
robes. I quite agree that the Speaker's robes 
are foreign. But we can only replace anything 
foreign with something equally good or better. 
But I understand that my hon. Friend the 
Member for Afenmai East (Mr Obi) said that 
a Committee was set up to design something. 
I am sure that my hon. Friend may be a good 
political designer but surely if it comes to 
designing robes he is a hundred miles away. 

I am informed that the hon. Member and 
his Committee designed such a robe that can 
only be worn by a clown. Much as we have 
things foreign and we want to get something for 
ourselves we must take our time and see that 
we design something that befits the dignity of 
our Speaker. All hon. Members will agree 
with me that our Speaker, apart from being 
an able Speaker, is a fine young man. Is he not? 
It will be insulting to the Speaker's personality 
and his position, just because we want to 
Nigerianise everything, to design the dress of 
a clown which does not belong to the Hausas 
or 'the Fulanis or the·. Yorubas or the Ibos or 
even the Itsekiris for ·that matter and allow 
the Speaker to wear it. So while the advice 

given by my hon. Friend is well taken we have 
to make use of what we have now until we are 
able to design something that will be accept
able to the generality of our people. 

As regards the Mace, I do not really think 
that there is anything wrong with that. At 
least the hon. Member will agree that the 
staff of office is an acceptable symbol of 
authority in Nigeria. The Mace can be con
sidered the staff of office of our respectable 
Speaker and therefore the emblem of authority. 

Again if we could design our own ; I am sure 
we have people who could make a good one, 
but why should we ? The people who gave 
us the Mace have taken away many things from 
our country all these years. If we can get 
anything more from them and then make use of 
them here why should we reject them. Let us 
retain them and keep them. I wish they make 
more objects of gold and give to us. Have 
they returned to us all they have taken from us ? 

Several Members : No, no. 

The Minister of Finance : Now my hon. 
Friend also touched on the point of Hall 
Porters. I am sure that all hon. Members who 
have gone out of Nigeria will agree that hall 
porters are very well respected all over the 
world. They are very important people 
and it is a good name and one which people 
ought to be proud of. In fact there may be 
guards· in palaces, but one finds hall porters 
occupying dignified positions as well. Every
where hall porters are quite different from 
guards. Guards are trained people who have 
their machine guns or just guns. They are 
quite different and they are not in that category. 
If the people who · are hall porters cannot be 
proud of being hall porters then let them 
resign and join the military service and be 
guards. 

Quite frankly I think there is nothing dero
gatory in being a hall porter. One of the 
troubles with Nigerians is that we want to 
bear high-sounding names like Chief Clerks, 
Manager, General Manager without salary. 
If one calls a European a messenger and gives 
him the salary of a manager he will accept it. 

The question of uniforms is a different 
matter. But I do not see why we should 
encourage people who think that to be a hall 
porter is a disgrace. Even in England and in 
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all parts of the world if one meets a street 
sweeper in his post one will find that he is 
proud of his position. No matter what occupa
tion one is in, one can make good use of it. 
If they talk about their conditions of seFVice, 
let them say so straightaway, but it is not 
derogatory for anybody to be called a hall 
porter anywhere in the world. 

My hon. Friend the Member for Afenmai 
East, as usual, trod where Angels fear to tread. 
I think the reason why he is still in the Action 
Group, being a Mid-Westerner, is that he 
cannot face realities. Otherwise he should-

Mr M. C. K. Obi (Afenmai) : On a point of 
order, I think the Minister of Finance is 
commenting on me personally. I object to 
that. And I assure him that I can face 
realities as a Mid-Westerner. 

The Minister of Finance : If my hon. 
Friend can face realities and face facts as well 
then he should know that people are fed up 
with the one policy of his party-throwing 
stones whereas they live in glass houses. That 
is one of the faults of his party. As the hon. 
Member for Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya) reminded 
you, my hon. Friend sitting beside me, and 
I entered the Western House of Assembly in 
1952 and it was quite clear that the N.C.N.C. 
won the election both in Lagos and the Western 
Region and I was present when carpet crossing 
was hailed and greeted with cameras in the 
Legislature and the Action Group formed their 
Government by carpet crossing. That is why 
the tide is changing and the law of retributive 
justice is taking its turn. 

Those who live by the sword shall perish by 
the sword. So, how can the hon. Member for 
Afenmai East (Mr Obi) of all persons talk 
about carpet crossing? Even during the life 
of this House at one time when certain members 
of our great party were being tortured in the 
Western Region they had to cross the carpet 
for the sake of safety. All I want to say is that 
carpet crossing has been initiated by the Action 
Group, nurtured by the Action Group and 
perpetuated by the Action Group. As soon as 
the political party of the hon. Member for 
Afenmai East ceases to exist, and I think very 
soon, carpet crossing will also stop in Nigeria. 

Mr M. C. K. Obi : What I understand then 
is that if the Action Group introduces some-

thing bad the party of the hon. Minister of 
Finance will copy it. The Action Group will 
not cease to exist. 

The Minister of Finance: My hon. 
Friend also spoke about the unsatisfactory 
position in the fiats. I think my hon. Friend for 
once must have been speaking the minds of 
hon. Members here. It is a matter for great 
regret that things have not changed and, I 
think the Clerk of Parliaments will take notice 
of this because I personally have many friends 
amongst the Legislators here. I have been to 
many of their homes and I think they are 
respectable people in their own rights. The 
trouble is that hon. Members cannot be a 
tortoise that carries its own home with it. 
We do not expect that hon. Members will 
bring their homes to Lagos. Apart from 
that, if hon. Members are expected to read 
their Bills properly and sleep well, naturally 
they must be given some comfort. I support 
the plea that the matter should be looked into. 
But, I do not support the views expressed by 
the Member for Orlu North (Mr lfezue) that 
every hon. Member should be supplied with 
a television set-

Several hon. Members: No, no. 

Mr E. 0. Ifezue : On a point of information, 
I do not like to be misquoted. I said we could 
have two for each block of fiats. 

The Minister of Finance : I do not know 
whether hon. Members have a common hall. 
I would agree to this, if there were a common 
hall where hon. Members go for refreshment 
obviously a television set and a radio set could 
be proper for that hall. So, if a hall is provided 
I think it will be possible to supply a television 
set to a Gentleman like the Member for 
Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) who after he has 
taken his whisky-

Mr P. E. Ekanem : On a point of informa
tion, what I want to tell the hon. Minister of 
Finance is that I am a teetotaller. 

The Minister of Finance : I think this 
is the biggest news of the year, that the hon. 
Member for Enyong South is a teetotaller. 
I will call for evidence from the people who 
who are serving drinks in the Refectory. I 
am sure they will support my views. 

In any case, I really think that there should 
be a common hall where hon. Members should 
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meet. I shall ask the Clerk of the Parliaments 
to see that this matter is also referred to the 
necessary Ministry. 

The Member for Dambatta (Alhaji Sarkin 
Bai) spoke of the salaries of the staff of Parlia
ment. Well, I am afraid that, again, my hon. 
and respected Friend is out of order, in ask
ing for an increase in salaries without the 
consent of the Governor-General. It should 
be borne in mind that the Clerk of the Parlia
ments and others are civil servants and they 
cannot have any preferential treatment over the 
other civil servants. 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East): I humbly 
submit to you, Mr Speaker, that all officers of 
Parliament should be separated from the 
Civil Service of the country. We have been 
demanding this for the past eight or nine years 
now. We want the workers of this Parliament 
to be under a separate Department. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : What is 
more, other civil servants close at 2 o'clock ; 
but when we are here the staff of Parliament 
work at times till after 12 midnight. 

The Minister of Finance : I would plead 
with hon. Members not to put me in a difficult 
position. This argument can be pursued 
both ways, but I am afraid that if I argue too 
much on one side I will be offending the others. 
I have the greatest respect for the Clerk of the 
Parliaments and his staff, I know they are 
working hard. His Official Reporters for 
example, when Parliament is meeting, one 
must pity their condition. It is real hard 
work. I quite agree that, apart from any
thing else, when Parliament is meeting we 
have to pity these youngmen and women 
who work day and night ; but whether that 
is sufficient appeal for the Public Service 
Commission to look specially into their 
case is another matter. I can only hope that-

An hon. Member : Give them allowances. 
The Minister of Finance : I do not give 

people allowances, it is not my duty. 
Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : We 

really appreciate the appeal made by the Leader 
of the House, that we should not put him in 
difficulty, but what we are saying is that since 
these people do overtime from time to time, if 
the Government cannot revise their salaries, 
Government should give them certain allow-

ances. I know of a Messenger of this House 
who was killed on the Carter Bridge when he 
was going home at mid-night some two years 
ago because he closed very late in the night. 
If their salaries cannot be revised more money 
by way of overtime or special allowances to 
compensate them for the extra work they do 
should be given to them. · That is what we 
are saying. 

The Minister of Finance : I am sure that 
the Chairman of the Public Service Commis
sion will read the Hansard. 

Chief D. N. Abii: What I want to say is 
that the staff of Parliament are under the 
Speaker. There is no question of going to the 
Public Service Commission, the staff of Par
liament should be taken away from the civil 
service, that is what is done everywhere there 
is a Parliament. 

The · Minister of Finance : I do not 
think that the Clerk of the Parliaments will 
agree to this suggestion because their promo
tional prospects will be so limited that it will not 
.be in their best interests to put them in an 
isolated camp. 

Here again, I can only say that this is a 
matter for the Public Service Commission. 
I would not doubt that hon. Members would 
be honest in this regard. Accepting that they 
are so disposed, therefore, I do hope that 
in pleading the case of the Clerk of the Parlia
ments they are not thinking about themselves ; 
that is to say in the hope that if anything is done 
for the workers of Parliament, the same might 
also be done for Members of Parliament. 

Several hon. Members: No, no. We 
do not want anything. 

The Minister of Finance : If Members do 
not want anything that is all right. Now, the 
final point that was made by the Member for 
Orlu North (Mr I.fezue) concerned medical facili
ties. I think that in a place like the LegCo Flats 
there should be first aid equipment provided, 
but hon. Members must not forget that they 
are entitled to free medical treatment while 
they are attending the sittings of this House. 

With these few points, I beg to move, That 
the question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to. 
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Main Question put accordingly and agreed to . 

£673,900 for Head 62-Paliament-ordered 
to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 63- FEDERAL PUBLIC SERVICE 

COMMISSION 

£47,450 for Head 63-Federal Public Service 
Commission-ordered to stand part of the 
Schedule. 

HEAD 64-CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT FUND 

Question proposed, That £4,600,000 for Head 
64-Contributions to the Development Fund
stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr J.D. Odebunmi (Egba North) : It is out 
of formality as laid down by Parliamentary 
procedure that I move a reduction of only £10 
from Head 64. There is no amount that is 
specially provided under this Head that will be 
too much because we certainly do need a great 
deal of development in the country. 

The problem of development in any nation 
is a problem of vital importance. Once a 
nation feels shy of enthusiasm for development, 
once a nation fails to put her hands on the 
wheels of progress and development, and once 
a nation fails to regard progress as her motto, 
that nation will start to sink low and, perhaps, 
sink into oblivion. 

The contribution from Revenue of 
£4,000,000 and the contribution from the 
Special Fund of £600,000 as provided under 
this Head will do a lot of good to Nigeria if they 
are very wisely used. We need a lot of develop
ment programmes in this country-road deve
lopment, widening of our roads, construction 
of more bridges ; development in the rural 
areas, the development of our water-ways, 
fisheries, geological surveys, all sorts of other 
development programmes are very necessary 
for us to undertake. But, I should like to 
request that a greater part of this £4 million be 
devoted to the development of the rural areas. 
Millions of our people in the rural areas have 
no opportunity of enjoying modern amenities. 
I feel that a special contribution should be 
made to the Regions for the purpose of the 
development of the rural areas. 

I beg to support. 

£4,600,000 for Head 64--Contributions to 
the Development Fund- ordered to stand part of 
the Schedule. 

HEm 65-NoN- STATUTORY APPROPRIATIONS 
OF REVENUE 

£137,200 for Head 65-Non-Statutary 
Appropriations of Revenue-ordered to stand 
part of the Schedule. 

Postponed Clause 1 as amended and Clause 2 
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

Title, as amended, ordered to be the title of the 
Bill. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Motion made and Question proposed, That 
the Bill be now read the Third time-(THE 
MINISTER OF FINANCE). 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : We 
are really passing this Bill. The only appeal I 
want to make is that, earlier, Members had 
criticised the idea of the Executive trying to 
usurp the duties of Parliament. I would 
appeal. that this Parliament should meet more 
often than we are meeting now. If there are 
major issues affecting the nation, Parliament 
should meet. We would not like the Executive 
to usurp the functions of Parliament, if indeed 
Parliament is supreme. I think the Leader of 
the House should take note of this. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : I 
would like to support the hon. Member for 
Owerri North (Mr Mbah) over what he said. 
We have been appealing to ourselves not to be 
lengthy in our speeches, but I should like to 
say that we l1ave been receiving letters and 
even telegrams during our sittings here in 
Lagos from our constituencies enquiring of 
what we have been doing here. For this 
reason, I would like the Leader of the House 
to take into account that we should either meet 
more often or the session should be lengthened. 

I am at the same time appealing to hon. 
Members to realise that we cannot eat our 
cake and have it. If we are going to stay 
and deliver the goods, then by all means, let 
us stay and deliver the goods, but not to rush 
away before the meeting ends. 

I am saying this because I have been asked 
on several occasions as to what happened on 
the day we passed a vote of confidence in the 
Federal Minister of Finance. The total 
number of Members on that day was 145 
instead of 312. I could not answer the 
question at all. 
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[SHETTIMA MoNGUNO 1 
Again, much as we would like to appreciate 

Members contributing to the debate on the 
Head for Parliament, showering praises upon 
you, Mr Speaker, and perhaps embarrassing 
you to a certain extent, I would also like to 
point out that you should continue to be res
trained, you should continue to be vigilant and 
at the same time continue to be considerate to 
Members and allow them time to make their 
contributions, even though they maybe making 
repetitions, because we cannot help repeating 
ourselves under certain circumstances. 

Many Members will agree with me that it is 
derogatory to us for the Upper House or the 
Senate to refer to us as juniors. We have a very 
fine tradition in this country for respect, 
particularly for the elders. We are fully 
conscious of the fact that our Senators are 
elderly statesmen. Most of them are older 
than we are and are people with wide experience 
and knowledge, but at the same time, we would 
like to be considered as the elected represent
atives of this country. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

The Minister of Finance: I am grateful 
to hon. Members for what they have said during 
the Third Reading. As a matter of fact, the 
Third Reading is not the time to make long 
speeches. 

I quite agree with the demand of hon. 
Members for frequent sittings and for bon. 
Members to remain till the end of the sittings, 
but I think that my hon. Friend the Member for 
Kaga Marghi (Shetima Ali Monguno) will 
agree with me that there are good reasons for 
some hon. Members, especially those from the 
North, to leave. 

We hope that we will be sitting frequently. 
We are a young country and there are many 
things engaging the attention of the Govern
ment ; but we do hope that the time will soon 
come for us to clear some of our domestic 
problems and enable the Government to call 
Parliament to sit more often. 

On the whole, one would agree that the 
standard of debates by Parliamentarians has 
risen to a very high level and the spirit of 
comradeship in the House is quite apparent 
and keen. I do hope that Members will con
tinue to be on their guard and be present in 
the House to contribute constructively to 
cieh~tes. 

I wish Members well and hope that they 
will come back again soon. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): I want first 
to associate myself with the views expressed 
by my colleagues here that the resources at the 
disposal of the Government are under-utilised. 
I find it difficult to justify my conscience that 
I should be paid a salary of £1,000 or more a 
year and I come to Parliament here only to 
spend about four or five weeks for the whole 
year and at the same time be so handicapped 
that I cannot have ordinary reference materials. 

No facilities exist here in Parliament for 
reference. There are no books in the library, 
no secretarial assistance and these things are a 
very great handicap. They make it impossible 
for us to really maximise our contributions to 
the Parliament of Nigeria. 

Secondly, the Government is increasingly 
in the habit of assembling here on Wednesdays 
and rising on Mondays simply to avoid meeting 
on a Tuesday which is Private Members' day. 
Looking back on the past two or three years 
that we have been here, one can see that 
normally we assemble on Wednesdays, skipping 
Tuesdays, and then we rise on Mondays, 
skipping the following Tuesdays. This is a sort 
of cowardice. I do not see why the Government 
should be afraid of us. This is what I 
referred to some time ago as developing a 
system of anti-intellectual prejudice in Nigeria. 

We have the resources to use but we do not 
want to use them ; we simply get rid of them. 
This does not help anybody. I would appeal 
that in future we convene on Mondays and 
rise on Wednesdays so as to give Private 
Members the opportunity of ventilating their 
feelings. 

Mr Speaker : So far all the matters raised 
by Members on the Third Reading are irrele
vant. These are matters that should have been 
raised on Adjournment. I think we had 
better dispose of the Bill and talk of these 
matters during Adjournment. 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill read the Third time and passed. 

PORTS BILL 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Finance :I beg to move-
That a Bill for an Act to alter the constitu

tion of the Nigerian Ports Authority ; to 
provide for consultations between the Autho
rity and persons using its facilities ; to make 
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further provision for the giving of directions 
to the Authority ; to require the approval 
of the Minister for regulations and by-laws 
made by the Authority ; to make further 
provision as to Federal ports; and for 
purposes connected with the matters aforesaid 
be read a second time. 

This is a straightforward Bill that seeks to 
regulate the membership and tenure of office 
of members of the Board of the Authority and 
to enhance the powers of the Minister for 
giving the Authority directions on matters of 
policy, or in making regulations on matters 
appearing to the Minister to be of public 
interest. This Bill repeals Schedule V to the 
Ports Act and defines further such ports as are 
declared under section 6 of the Ports Act. 

I am sure hon. Members will agree that 
Government's statutory corporations cannot 
be run in isolation of the directives from the 
Minister. The position of the Ports Authority 
hitherto has shown that what this Bill seeks to 
remedy has not been the case. It is, therefore, 
opportune that at this stage the Minister 
should have a say in the running of the Ports 
Authority. 

Section 1 of the Bill deals with the alteration 
of the constitution of the Ports Authority. 
Section 2 deals with the establishment of a 
consultative body ; section 3 deal with the 
power of the Minister to give directions to the 
Authority, whilst section 4 deals with regula
tions, et cetera, made by the Authority to be 
approved by the Minister. 

I think that Members will agree that if the 
Ports Authority were to make regulations by 
themselves and operate them without the 
authority or sanction of the Minister, it would 
really be taking the matter too far or giving too 
much powers to the Ports Authority. 

The Ports Authority is a very important 
statutory body of the Federal Government 
which affects the economy of the whole 
country and we have to be very careful about it 
and scrutinise the regulations or whatever they 
do. I am sure that hon. Members will agree 
that this is a progressive Bill and that they will 
support it. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Mines and Power 
(Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule) : I beg 
to second. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East) : I 
think that the Ports Authority, right from its 
inception, has been so successful that any move 
to make it more successful is certainly very 
welcome. 

In the history of statutory corporations in 
Nigeria, I think that the Ports Authority has 
stood its own far and above any other contem
porary statutory corporation in Nigeria by 
being able to pay its way and yet make con
siderable profits. 

The new office building now standing at the 
Marina is again concrete evidence of the 
successful commercial operation of the Nigeria 
Ports Authority. In fact it is more outstanding 
if any one would look back to the bits and 
pieces and the scattered fragments of Govern
ment Departments which have been assembled 
together to form the present Nigerian Ports 
Authority. Before the formation of the Nigerian 
Ports Authority stealing from the wharf used 
to be another legitimate line of business. 

The system of control were so lax. The 
Ports became really no means of revenue to the 
Government. It was know that the Railway 
Organisation was so lax and so nebulous that 
the Ports were an embarrassing arm of the 
Nigerian Railway, as it then was. But with 
incorporation, the part of it that was in the 
Marines was brought in, the part of it that was 
in the Treasury was brought in and that of the 
Railway was also brought in. All these things 
were assembled together and I think it really 
takes a genius to be able to make such a great 
profit sense out of that confusing mass of 
nonsense. 

I would like to say again that the building 
at the Marina is a credit to the good commercial 
sense of all parties concerned. If I may 
humbly say this, I think that this House 
agrees that the Nigerian Ports Authority may 
t>e said to be seventy-five per cent, if not 
ninety-five per cent Nigerianised. 

The General Manager of the Nigerian 
Ports Authority is, I believe, due to leave 
Nigeria in July and his place will be taken 
by one Mr Joseph McEwen, who is now 
the Deputy General Manager. When he 
assumes office, he will be the Chief Executive 
of the Nigerian Ports Authority. I think 
that this will probably be the first such case 
with our corporations. 
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An hon. Member : No, it is not the fint. hope that the essence of the commercial opera

Mr Akwiwu : In addition, the Personnel 
Manager is now a Nigerian. The post of 
Stores Manager will soon be taken by a Nige
rian and the Secretary has been a Nigerian 
for about three or four years now. There
fore, within the Ports Authority so far, what
ever complaints anybody may have, I think 
that the policy of Nigerianisation has proved 
very successful. 

It is rather an unfortunate coincidence that 
at the time the Nigerian Ports Authority is 
being progressively Nigerianised, right to 
the top posts, we are now bringing in a Bill 
to make sure that the authority cannot act 
without the directions of the Minister. Since 
its inception in 1954, this law has not been 
there, and the Ports Authority has worked 
ever since without causing any embarrassment 
whatsoever to the Minister or the Government. 

They have made their regulations which 
·have not caused any embarrassment either, 
or caused any embarrassing court actions, if 
any at all. In every possible way, the Ports 
Authority has been so far a great success. 
(Hear, hear). 

I would like to say that we would welcome 
a further explanation on the fears of the 
Government or the fears of the Minister of 
Transport which make him feel that it is very, 
very important now that the heads of the 
department are more and more becoming 
Nigerians, that a Bill must be introduced, 
making it impossible for them to act without 
Ministerial directives. 

I think this is very important, because the 
Bill might, by implication, cast some aspersions 
on the integrity of the Nigerians. I believe 
that it will be in the best interests of not mtl.y 
the Ports Authority, but also of the nation as 
a whole, and all parties concerned, for this 
unfortunate suspicion which may be aroused 
by this Bill to be cleared. 

I would like to mention that with the Ports 
Authority corning more and more under Minis
terial direction we do sincerely hope that the 

· basic es~ence of the Ports Authority, which is 
·a. commercial concern and which course th'!y 
have justified in their Annual Returns, we :lo 

tions will not be lost, and that political consi
derations are not going to be given more priority 
than they deserve. That may well be one of 
the fears that could arise out of the policy of 
the present Bill as outlined by the hon. Minis
ter. 

Finally, a lot has been said about the Biney 
contract. I would like to say that Biney has 
been doing this job in this country for many 
years now. After all, it is not the only company 
doing a job that Nigerians can do. Therefore, 
I do hope that whatever might be the reasons 
or whatever might be the interests of any 
persons who suddenly have awakened to feel 
too sensitive about the business, they should 
at least try to be fair because the Syrians who 
are doing retail trade are still carrying on 
their businesses in this country. We have not 
pushed them out. Even more and more of 
them are now coming into catering, particularly, 
at a time we know that there are many more 
Nigerian caterers. 

The Indians are still doing retail and whole
sale trade and we have not pushed them out. 
So, I think that this Biney business is a matter 
that should be approached with caution. 
Whatever is to be decided must be decided 
with caution and with a good sense of equity. 
It will be unfortunate if it happens that 
because some individuals have an eye on 
getting a share of his business, they tell fantastic 
tales which will be a very bad reflection on the 
sense of justice of this country if such tales 
are acted upon without any sense of justice. 

After all Mr Biney is responsible for the 
employment of very many Nigerians and I 
think that even if we are going to throw him 
out, we have to make sure that there are 
organisations which will employ the people 
to be displaced. 

The Minister of Finance : On a point of 
order, my hon. Friend has said "finally" 
twice and he is still going on. 

Mr Akwiwu : I have only used it once. 
It may well be that the hon. Minister of 
Finance, in his discussion while I am speaking 
heard somebody say "finally". 

I would 
(Laughter). 

now say in conclusion, Sir,-
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Several hon. Members : No more finally? Minister and I told him that Lagos is an entity 

Mr Akwiwu : I will not use "finally" 
again. I would say in conclusion that I do 
congratulate the Minister who has so ably 
shown us that he is single-minded person, 
and we do plead with him that, now that this 
Bill is coming to vest in him the powers of 
political control over the N.P.A., this commer
cial essence should not be lost. 

I beg to support. 

Oba S. A. Oladiran (Okitipupa South): 
in speaking in support of the Bill, I have a few 
comments to make. The Nigerian Ports 
Authority as a whole is an arm of the Govern
ment. Sometime ago, an hon. Member-! 
think it was the Member for Menmai North 
West-(Mr U. 0. Ayeni) moved a Motion 
that the Corporation should be looked into. 
It is very unfortunate that there was no time 
for this House to debate that particular Motion, 
but perhaps it has brought to mind certain 
of the aspects of the series of points revealed 
about the Ports Authority, or of the corporation 
as a whole. Despite the fact that the Corpora
tion is doing good service to the nation, at the 
moment, it previously was a source of loss of 
revenue to the country. 

There was a certain rumour about this 
corporation, that there was loss of money
many thousands of pounds-in 1961-62, and 
if the Minister of Transport and Aviation 
would like to have an insight, into it and 
to have absolute control over this corporation, 
there is nothing bad in it, so that the Govern
ment may be able to control effectively the 
administration of the corporation. 

I am in agreement with the last speaker 
who said that the Biney company should not 
be thrown out of business. It will be an 
act of ingratitude if we have to treat the busi
ness of a pioneer like Biney in this way and 
this may earn us a bad reputation. I would 
therefore suggest that the matter should be 
handled with caution and the company should 
be treated fairly. 

I beg to support. 

Mr A. A. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : I have to 
mention a very serious omission in this Bill. 
Now, there is a provision for the appointment 
of 9 members ; three from the East, three from 
the North, three from the West, and as usual, 
none from Lagos. I have discussed with the 

by itself. This is one Nigeria, but Lagos is no 
part of the West, it is not a part of the East and 
it is neither a part of the North. 

Indeed this has often been taken up, and I 
find this to be a very bad omission in the Bill. 
I have spoken to the Minister on this and it is 
a pity that he is not here now, but the Leader 
of the House who is always stepping into 
people's shoes, and very efficiently too, should 
see to this because that is the big quarrel I 
have got with this Bill. If Lagos must be a 
part of Nigeria-

An hon. Member : But it is a part of the 
West. 

Mr Ogunsanya : Well, I have said before 
that we should make it a Region but the 
Members were wavering and the Government 
has been wavering, and the hon. Members do 
not seem to know their minds about it. So 
far as this is concerned, however, no member
ship of the Federal Boards in Nigeria is 
complete without Lagos being represented. 
We must all take this very seriously. 

I know that some Members here cannot 
see beyond their villages. Lagos is the Federal 
Capital of Nigeria and we all live in Lagos. 
When we make it a part of the Western Region, 
then it will be a part of the West. If we make 
it a part of the Mid-West that will be a different 
matter. Lagos is still an entity by itself and 
it must be represented on all Federal Boards 
and Corporations ; and one other serious 
thing about it is that every Region has a number 
of other Boards. The East has, the West and 
the North have, but Lagos has no other thing 
except these Federal Government Boards and 
we must give Lagos its right share-

An hon. Member : What of the L.E.D.B. ? 

Mr Ogunsanya : I do not know why some 
people speak with some ignorance in this 
country. The L.E.D.B. is a Local Govern
ment Board. It is not a Federal Government 
Board. It is a quasi Government Board as 
against any other thing. We have town 
planning authorities all over the West, and we 
have similar authorities in the East and the 
North. That is what the L.E.D.B. is in 
respect of Lagos. If there had been a separate 
legislature quite distinct from the Federal 
House in Lagos the affairs of the L.E.D.B. 
would not come to the Federal House. 
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(MR 0GUNSANYA) 

I hope that Members in their silent moments
some of the Members anyway, not all of them
will look this up in the Constitution, and if 
these things are not understood they should 
ask some of the Members here who understand 
to explain to them. When Members talk on a 
subject they do not understand it can be annoy
ing. The Minister must give Lagos its 
representation. This has been done in respect 
of other Boards. When the leader of the House 
appoints people to the committees in his 
Ministry, he, of course, considers Lagos. When 
the dynamic Minister of Mines and Power 
appointed people to serve on the E.C.N. 
Board-

An hon. Member : But that is not in the 
law. 

Mr Ogunsanya: It is not in the law, I 
agree, but I think that law should be amended 
accordingly. I am happy that the Minister is 
not trying to push it through the Committee 
Stage now, and I implore the Leader of the 
House as a lover of Nigeria generally to look 
into these things. 

Now, a lot has been said about the Biney 
contract and I should not say more about it. 
We in Nigeria have set ourselves a very big task 
not through lip service but we are really leading 
Mrica. When we talk of Mrican unity we 
have done very well and we should not smear 
our own reputation by being petty on a small 
matter like this. I know that Members of this 
House are not petty, but there are some people 
outside who are being unnecessarily petty. 

This Biney business is part and parcel of 
Nigeria. It is a company registered in Nigeria 
and I dare say that Biney's father and himself 
have contributed a lot to our social life in 
Nigeria. We have got to think of this. I am 
not saying that if a man does not derserve to be 
awarded a contract he should be awarded. I 
am not saying that at all : but there should 
be no groundless disqualification. Let us look 
at it from the angle that very many years ago 
someone came to Nigeria to help Nigeria. 
Such a person should never be discriminated 
against, and we Nigerians have done very well 
in that regard and we should not now smear 
our outstanding position. 

One other thing I want to say concerns the 
Nigerian Ports Authority. It is the only big 
Corporation in this country wherein there has 
never been much trouble. The workers there, 

by comparison, behave much better than those 
in other Corporations. I know that since the 
Elias Commission of Inquiry the Railway 
Corporation has become much better than it 
used to be, and one may wish to congratulate 
the Ports Authority for what they have done 
so far. 

However, joining forces with my hon. 
Friend, the Deputy Speaker (Mr Akwiwu), 
it is unthinkable that when things are to be 
done, there are not always reasons for them. 
Why is it that now that we have a Nigerian as 
the Chairman, we should have Ministerial 
interference ? Luckily for us the present 
Chairman was a Minister, he did well in school, 
he is unassuming and he is up to the standard 
required. I think that ministerial interfer
ence at this time is not good. I am not saying 
that Ministers are interfering as such, but 
putting it into the law that the Ministers 
should be able to do what hitherto they were 
not doing is not good. 

I am sure that the men the Minister will 
appoint as Chairmen of Boards and Corpora
tions will be men of integrity and the Minister 
will make his appointments in consultation 
with his Cabinet colleagues. I do not agree 
with the aspect of the Bill where the Minister 
will choose a man as a Chairman on the one 
hand and on the other he will dictate to him. 

Having said all these, I beg to support. 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East): I rise to 
thank the Minister for bringing this Bill to this 
House now, but I have to blame him for 
having brought it so late. I blame him because 
everybody in this country believes that all 
these Corporations, no matter how autonomous 
and efficient we may think they are, are being 
controlled by the Ministers who are responsible 
to this Parliament. As things are now, it 
means that the people in the Corporations 
have been doing what they liked and that the 
Ministers have had no control over them. 

We do not want the Ministers to have a say 
only in regard to the membership of the Boards 
and when anything goes wrong we begin to 
blame the Ministers. I think the Ministers 
are right to bring in Bills which will give them 
the power to look into the membership and the 
control of all the Corporations. I want to say 
that no matter how good a man may be he 
should not take any appointment as a life 
appointment. If anybody is appointed to any 
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Board in this country he should serve such a 
Board for a period of time. He should not 
make it his life time's work. Some people 
here in this country are appointed to some 
Boards and they stay there for ever. 

Anybody who has done his best for two tours 
or so, should go. Even in Parliament we come 
in and go. I do not think it is right to appoint 
some one to a post for ever. I think that is 
wrong. 

On the question of the appointment of 
Members to the Board, I have heard what 
others have said but, in these appointments, 
I feel that in many of our Corporations, the 
appointments are not properly done. In this 
case the Minister has brought a Bill now to 
control the membership himself and he is 
going to make the appointments so that it will 
satisfy the generality of the people of this 
country. · 

I support the Bill. 

The Minister of Finance : I am grateful 
to Members for the points they have made. 
The hon. Member for Orlu South East (Mr 
A kwiwu) praised the viability of the Ports 
Authority and I think he is in a position to 
know much more about the Ports Authority 
than even myself. In any case I think it is a 
good thing for Nigeria that the Ports Authority 
should be creditworthy. 

The second point which he made is one with 
which I cannot agree. He says that pilfering 
and smuggling within the Ports Authority 
area have diminished. I think the contrary 
is the case. If it has diminished anywhere else, 
I am sure at Port Harcourt, where my hon. 
Friend comes from, it has increased a great deal 
and it has now taken many forms. 

Mr Akwiwu : May I know if the Minister 
of Finance is speaking as a Minister or he is 
expressing his private opinion. 

The Minister of Finance : I am speaking 
now, not even as a Minister on this particular 
issue, not only one representing my respected 
colleague, but as one that is responsible for this 
particular case of smuggling and pilfering in 
the Customs quays. So I am sure that my 
hon. Friend was not serious when he was 
saying this because, prior to the Ports Autho
rity days, I think the pilfering was done in one 
or two ways only, but to-day it has increased 

and taken so many forms cleverly manoeuvred 
by the people, and it is my view and considered 
opinion that it should be fought. I hope my 
hon. Friend will assist us in fighting this evil. 

Many Members have spoken for and against 
the Biney Contract. I think that my hon. 
Friend who is directly responsible for this Bill 
mentioned this yesterday. It seems to me that 
it is such an issue that I should not touch 
because I do not know the facts. 

An hon. Member : Clever man ! 
The Minister of Finance~ : Really ? 
The final point that was made is the general 

control of Statutory Corporations. I am happy 
that my hon. Friend (Chief Abii) has adequately 
replied to the Member for Ikeja (Mr Ogun
sanya) who suggested that a Minister who 
answers for a Corporation in this House should 
not have the power to control that Corporation. 
I must say, with very great respect to my hon. 
Friend, that it is disastrous, unthinkable and 
unwarrantable. I think it should be borne 
in mind that no matter how good one is when 
you put a man in charge of a Statutory Corpora
tion, one is bound to err. Ministers do err too, 
but Ministers have collective responsibility. 
So that the Minister in charge of the Ports 
Authority or Railways does not just issue 
directives every day as such. I think my hon. 
Friend should change his mind and I would 
like to persuade him to change his mind because 
I am sure that he knows, having appeared in 
one of the Commissions of Inquiry into one or 
two of the Statutory Corporations, what is 
implied and that he can testify to some of the 
excesses of some of our Statutory Corporations. 

I am not tracing these excesses to the door 
of any individual, but I think it is necessary 
that in public life people who are responsible 
for Corporations or other responsibilities 
should be subject to some checking. Even 
Ministers are being checked by public opinion 
or by the Prime Minister or by his colleagues 
in the Cabinet or even by his officials who are 
his advisers. If a Permanent Secretary puts 
a very strong point into a minute to a Minister 
asking the Minister not to do a thing, if the 
Minister does it, I am sure that anybody who 
knows about it will brief Members of Parlia
ment to check the Minister. We are all human 
beings and therefore it is quite necessary that 
Ministers, although they are checking others 
too, should be checked by their colleagues or 
by their advisers. 
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I think that this is a really progressive Bill, 
and that other Ministers should think of such a 
Bill and bring it to the Floor of this House to 
control all Statutory Corporations of the 
Federal Government. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read a Second time and immediately 
considered in Committee. 

PORTS BILL : CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE. 

Clause !-ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 2-(ESTABLISHMENT OF CONSULTATIVE 
BODY). 

Shettima Ali Monguno : I would only like 
to emphasise the point made by the hon. 
Member for Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya) on the 
establishment of consultative bodies. Those 
who are to be selected should be and must be 
men who are of a high calibre and who are also 
of integrity and in whose judgment both the 
Government and the members of the public 
have confidence. 

The Minister of Finance: Mr Chairman, I 
wish to make use of this opportunity to explain 
a further point raised by the hon. Member for 
Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya). The Bill provides for a 
number of members to be appointed by the 
Minister and it is true that Regions were given 
specific numbers, but there are other appointees 
representing other interests which I think may 
be appointed from Lagos. 

I am not saying it categorically but I am quite 
sympathetic with the point raised by the hon. 
Member for Ikeja. Mter all, the Port is 
situated in Lagos and I think that Lagos 
deserves some consideration. I cannot, how
ever, give an undertaking on behalf of my 
colleague because he may have his reasons. All 
I can say is that I will ask my hon. Friend not to 
belabour the issue because I shall draw the 
attention of my hon. Colleague to the points he 
has made. 

Clause 2-ordered to stand part of the B£/l. 

Clauses 3 to6-ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Schedule agreed to. 

Bill reported, without Ametzdment. 

Motion made and Question proposed, That the 
Bill be now read the Third time-(THE MINIS
TER OF FINANCE). 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North) : I just 
want to make one observation. In this Bill, 
there is a provision in Clause 1 (c) which reads : 

"(c) one shall be a person appearing to the 
Minister to have had experience of and shown 
ability in the organisation of workers." 

What I want to say is this. In appointing 
workers' representatives, there should be con
sultations with the Central Labour Organisa
tion. There should be no imposition on the 
part of the Minister. 

The second point that I want to make is 
about the question of awarding contracts. 
In awarding contracts he should make sure that 
the contracts are given to people who have the 
materials and who can meet the reasonable 
claims of their employees, because we want 
peace in the Ports. If we engage puppet con
tractors who want money and would not give 
out the money to the people, we will be having 
industrial strikes and the country will be at a 
loss. We must make sure that we get people 
who are competent and experienced, with the 
necessary materials that can meet with the 
requirements of the workers. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong Soth) : For the 
first time, I want to disagree with my hon. 
Friend for Owerri North (Mr Mbah) as far as 
labour matter is concerned. If anybody 
thinks that there is a Central Labour Organisa
tion in this country, I should be counted out. 
Those we have are not really Labour Central 
Organisation. All I want to say is this. It 
is correct to say, as contained in that Bill, that 
one of its members must have trade union 
background, not necessarily members from 
theCentralLabourOrganisation. Now, we have 
the Federal Whitley Council and representa
tion as to who should be appointed should be 
sent to the Staff Side of the Federal Whitley 
Council, and to the Labour Organisation. 

Mr Mbah : I think my good Friend the hon. 
Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) is 
old enough in the Movement to know that the 
Whitley Council is not a trade union. It 
comprises all Government workers' representa
tives, and Whitley Council is for civil servants. 
It has nothing to do with other employees 
outside. 

Mr Ekanem : What I want to say again is 
about the contracts in the Ports Authority. 
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The Minister of Finance : I am afraid 
that the two hon: Members are discussing the 
details of the Bill. They should have made 
these points during the Second Reading. 

Mr Ekanem : I am sure the Minister of 
Finance does not know what I am going to say. 

We must avoid the politicians. Contracts in 
the Ports Authority should be awarded to 
contractors with materials. Materials mean 
money. A contractor who is prepared to co
operate with his workers should be given 
contracts, not the shallow contractors that we 
have at present. They must be sympathetic 
with some contractors, but not with those 
who go out to get money and the workers 
suffer. Consideration should be given to some 
of them. Preference should be given to indi
genous contractors when awarding contracts. 
Inexperienced contractors should not be con
sidered. We want contractors who have got 
the funds and the materials to operate with. 

Mr F. I . Okoronkwo (Aba Urban) : I have 
to congratulate the Minister for bringing this 
Bill. The improvements in our ports to-day 
are a clear testimony of the ability of the 
Minister of Transport and Aviation. 

Now, there is one thing that I would like to 
point out. Nigeria is anticipating a fourth 
region in the Federation. I think that provision 
ought to have been embodied in this Bill to 
make allowance for the Mid-West. In a very 
short time a Mid-West Region will be created, 
and there is no provision in this Bill to accom
modate Mid-Westerners. 

I also agree with what the hon. Member for 
Ikeja (Mr Ogunsanya) said, that Lagos should 
be considered. The second point I should like 
to make is that of appointment to the Board-

Mr Ekanem: On a point of order, I see 
my brother sitting down there with four legs ! 

Mr Okoronkwo: Now that the Minister 
has got the power to check the affairs of the 
Board, I am sure that every effort should be 
made to stop the members of this Board from 
employing only their brothers and their rela
tives. Before the Board members are appointed, 
I am sure that the Minister will take into 
consideration the interest of Nigeria as a whole, 
and also to see that board members will be 
prevented from employing only their relatives. 

I support the Bill. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East): The 
only point that I want to make is that I disagree 
with the point made by my hon. Friend for 
Owerri North (Mr Mbah) about consulting 
Labour Leaders. At the moment, we do not 
know who of them is a free agent. The Govern
ment should take the ·responsibility of iden
tifying those labour leaders who are not agent 
of foreign political powers. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read the Third time and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made and Question proposed, That 

this House do now adjourn. (THE MINISTER 
OF EDUCATION). 

STATE LOTTERY 

Mr J. B. Eboigbodi (Asaba West) : It will 
be gratifying to suggest to the Minister of 
Finance that it will bring more dividends to 
the people of this country and stimulate the 
desire of the millions of our inhabitants 
especially those in the rural areas who have 
confidence in the honest work of the Federal 
Government, if lottery or sweepstake can be 
introduced, like the one introduced in Malta. 
Lottery is more understandable in the rural 
areas than a complicated football pools we have 
in the country. People do not know how to 
fill the football coupon and how to check 
their dividends. I will be grateful if the 
Minister can see the possibility of introducing 
the running of lottery by the Federal Govern
ment in this country. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh): I would like to thank 
the hon. Member for Asaba West (Mr 
Eboigbodi) for raising the question of a State 
Lottery. I am always grateful for any sugges
tions for increasing the revenue. However, I 
can assure the hon. Member that the idea of 
promoting a State Lottery is not a new one. 
To my own knowledge, it has been considered 
at various times for at least the past ten years. 

Lotteries are a controversial subject which 
sometimes arouse strong feelings. Many 
sincere people oppose them on moral and 
religious grounds. I have myself an open 
mind on the subject in so far as such considera
tions are concerned. 
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But our Constitution does not, in any case, 
give the Federal Government a free hand 
in the matter. The hon. Member has sugges
ted that a State Lottery would be especially 
welcome in the rural areas, where people 
find football pool coupons difficult to under
stand. The Federal Parliament's legislative 
competence does not extend to such areas, 
however. Lottery is a residual subject, and 
any Act of Parliament establishing a lottery 
would apply only to the Federal Territory. 
This is a basic and highly relevant fact, and 
it means that if the Federal Government were 
convinced that the interests of the nation 
demanded the establishment of a Federal 
State Lottery, it would first have to secure the 
agreement of all the Regional Governments. 
That is the first point that I want to make
the lack of legislative competence to give 
effect to the hon. Member's proposal. 

My second point is this : a form of State 
Lottery already exists. I refer, of course, to 
the Premium Bonds scheme. Here is some
thing which extends throughout the 
Federation, and which can be easily understood 
by anyone, whether in rural or urban areas. 

There are no complicated coupons, but there 
are big prizes to be won. And premium 
Bonds have a very big advantage over any 
Lottery, for the Premium Bond holder cannot 
lose his money. When you buy a lottery 
ticket, the money is gone, unless your ticket 
wins a prize. But with Premium Bonds, 
win or lose, your original money is safe, and 
you can at any time cash your Bond and get 
your money back. 

I feel sure that the House will agree 'With me 
that it would not make sense for us to introduce 
a Lottery so soon after the inauguration of the 
Premium Bond scheme. The one \\-ould 
surely compete against the other. I therefore 
ask all hon. Members of this House, and 
especially those from the rural areas, to assist 
the National Savings Campaign by explaining 
the Premium Bond scheme in their constitu
encies, and by buying Premium Bonds them
selves. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

Adjourned accordingly at twenty-five minutes 
past eleven o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
NIGERIA 

Saturday, 27th April, 1963 

The House met at 9 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

BUSINESS STATEMENT 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to make 
the following Business Statement for next 
week. The following Government Business 
will be taken on Monday, 29th April. 

The Federal Commissions Privileges and 
Immunities Bill will be presented. The 
remaining Capital Budget Resolutions not 
taken to-day will be completed. I hope they 
will all be taken to-day, if hon. Members are 
determined to do so and make their points 
with some precision so as to enable us complete 
the day's work. 

A Resolution will also be moved for a 
transfer of funds from the Consolidated Re
venue Fnnd to the Development Fund, and 
then the remaining stages of the Pool Betting 
Bill will be taken. I must say that I think the 
Pool Betting Bill is non-controversial and that I 
expect we shall finish its Committee Stage this 
morning. 

I have just been informed that to-day is an 
allotted day and, as a result, the Second 
Reading of the Pool Betting Bill will be moved 
on Monday. We hope that we shall go 
through all the stages of the Bill on Monday. 

It seems to me that, although we have 
decided to have a night sitting on Monday, if 
it is the wish of the House that night sitting 
may not be necessary beca11se it is the vi~w of 
the Government that the House should adjourn 
sine die on Monday, that is depending on the 
progress we make to-day. 

Several hon. Members : We shall make 
progress I 

The Minister of Finance : If the progress 
is satisfactory to-day, I think there may not 
even be the need for the House to sit at night 
on Monday. We might finish as quickly as 
possible and Members can have some rest and 
then go about their unfinished business in 
town. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Unavoidable Absence of Mr Speaker 

Mr Speaker : The newspapers yesterday 
carried news that I, the day before, on Thurs
day, was nowhere to be found when it was time 
for the House to meet. The fact was that 
Government, instead of inviting the whole 
House to meet the President of Guinea, 
invited me to welcome him. 

For the information of the press, the Standing 
Orders of the House make provision for th\! 
Deputy Speaker to preside in the absence of 
Mr Speaker, and the question of a meeting 
of the House being delayed by the absence 
of the Speaker can never arise. Indeed, 
Thursday was not the first occasion on which 
the Deputy Speaker took the Chair in my 
absence. 

I wish the gentlemen of the press would 
refrain from letting their imagination run 
away with them. When puzzled, they should 
go and make enquiries from the Clerk of the 
Parliaments. 

PRESENTATION OF PUBLIC BILLS 
PooL BETTING BILL 

Bill to amend the Pool Betting Control 
Act of 1961 and to extend the application of 
the Act as amended to Northern and Eastern 
Nigeria respectively ; and for other purposes 
connected therewith, presented by the Minister 
of Finance ; read the First time ; to be read a 
Second time-Monday , 29th April. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY AND NOTICES 
OF MOTIONS 

APPROPRIATION ( 1963-64) BILL 
(SEVENTH ALLOTTED DAY (CONTINUED)) 
CoNSIDERED IN CoMMITTEE OF SuPPLY 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE ESTIMATES 

HEAD 621.-PRIMARY PRODUCTS 
The Minister of Finance: I beg to move

That the Expenditure from the Develop-
ment Fund of Two Million, Two Hundred 
and Sixteen Thousand, Three Hundred and 
Forty Pounds for the purposes set out in 
the Draft Estimates of Capital Expenditure, 
1963-64, under Head 621- Primary Pro
duction-be approved. 

Minister of State (Ron. M . A. 0. Olare
waju): I beg to second. 
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Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East): I sup- of the whole position the expenditure for the 
port the expenditure of the Head as moved whole Development is set out in the Capital 
by the Minister of Finance but that support Estimates. 
is with certain reservations. Last year, I 
made the point in this honourable House that-

Mr F. A.M. Amadi (Nsukka Central) : I do 
not know whether the hon. Member for Benin 
East has been called because ·he moved a 
reduction of the whole Head or a sub-head 
but, in any case, my name appeared before 
his for a reduction and I think I should be 

· called before him. 

The Chairman : Thank you for being so 
vigilant. 

Mr Oronsaye : I move the reduction of 
the whole Head and I think I have a priority 
over the person who moved a reduction of a 
sub-Head. 

Last year, I made a point that the success of 
Nigeria's development in general and the 
present 1962-68 Development Programme 
depends, in no small measure, on the way 
primary productions are handled. I definitely 
made this point and in support of that point, 
I made a number of other points. 

If I may refresh the memories of hon. 
Members, under this Head we have Niger Dam 
Development Board Operations, Agriculture 
in all its ramifications, Forestry, Fisheries, 
Veterinary, Mining in so far as extractions in 
the primary form are concerned. All these 
things have to be produced in their primary 
stages before we can think of manufacturing, 
or processing or marketing them. In other 
words, these things that have to be produced 
form the base of the whole of this Develop
ment Programme. If we cannot produce 
these things in their primary form then the 
question of industrial undertakings will be a 
washout and so also will be the question of 
selling their finished products or the by
products of these resources. 

This is so important, as I have said, that 
they form the foundation on which the whole 
of the Development Programme stands. If 
it fails, the whole scheme fails and Nigeria 
will be faced with a very huge national debt 
which, by its size and mode of operations, will 
be crushed. For one brief moment we should 
reflect, perhaps by way of necessary digression 
in order to explain the point ; for the importance 

It can be found that the only hopes at present 
are, and I say this very advisably, Contribu
tions from revenue-£27 million ; Capital 
Grants-£5,600,000 ; Internal Loans- £75 
million; External Loans-£83,167,300. 

An bon. Member : What is the relevance 
of all this ? 

Mr Oronsaye: The point I want to make, 
if hon. Members will only be patient as we 
have the whole day-{ Interruptions). 

Another bon. Member : Will the hon. 
Gentleman go straight to his point? 

Mr Oronsaye : Mr Chairman, I crave your 
indulgence that I should make my points in the 
way I have prepared them from home. 

For the present financial year, the figures 
are-

Mr R. N. Muojeke (Awka Central) : On a 
point of order, I think that, in order to save 
time and having regard to what our Leader has 
said, it is not necessary for the hon. Member 
for Benin East to be repeating what has been 
contained in the Estimates. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central): 
This is not 'Antiquities' and the hon Gentle
man-

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): What really 
puzzles me is that the hon. Member is preach
ing an economic heresy. He is saying that 
we have to produce the primary products 
before we think of marketing and the other 
things. His statement is economically falacious. 

The Chairman : I think the Member for 
Benin East (Mr Oronsaye) has started deve
loping his argument and, being an intelligent 
contributor to debates, he is, I think, entitled to 
be heard a little bit more. 

Mr Oronsaye : There seems to be an 
organised conspiracy to drown a voice that 
cannot be drowned. 

The money for the whole Development 
Programme, as I said, is already tabled out and 
I should have finished with it long ago but for 
all these disturbances which have taken up our 
time. An hon. Member has said that I 
preached economic heresy but I do not know 
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how this heresy has arisen because what I 
have stated is that primary productions are at 
the base of everything. If one does not 
produce something and bring it out one cannot 
think of using them for manufacturing. I 
did not say anything about marketing. 

It should be remembered that the Develop
ment Programme, as far as the Federal Govern
ment is concerned, is expected in 1962-68 to 
cost £359,384,780 and that the actual develop
ment itself is expected to cost a bit over £240 
million. The balance goes to social overheads, 
general administration and financial obligations. 

The points I am making here are as follows. 
Primary production, which in the Programme 
should cost £20,606,770 in 1962-68 and this 
financial year will cost £2,216,340, is the key 
to all the huge amounts quoted. In other 
words, the amount just moved by the hon. 
Minister of Finance is the key to all the huge 
figures I have mentioned and, if this small 
figure which was moved this morning is not 
spent wisely, the whole of the huge figures 
which hon. Members have heard will be 
money thrown down the drain. That is the 
important point. 

Another point is that, as a consequence, 
every penny of the money spent on this Head 
should be investment. In other words. the 
money we have just heard of should be invest
ment and being investment it should become 
possible to repay the huge debts. At the 
moment, we hope for only £190 million and 
unless these primary productions are developed 
in their proper fashion and in the way that we 
want, the remainder, which is a bit more than 
£164 million, cannot be produced. 

The other day, the Minister of Economic 
Development complained on the Floor of this 
House that his difficulty was chiefly the pro
duction of capital to finance the Development. 
If this is the case, then the points I have made 
must be carefully taken into consideration. 
It is on account of this that I am going to x-ray 
the various items of expenditure under this 
Head. 

The aim is twofold-firstly, to correct the 
uneconomic aspect of the expenditure, and 
secondly to make sure that optimum use, and I 
emphasise that optimum use, of all resources is 
made so as to bring them into full capacity, 
and this is very important. 

If any of these expenditures under · the 
primary production is handled in a way that 
will result into any part of it working below 
capacity, then this will be regarded as economic 
waste. 

The first of them is the Niger Delta Develop
ment Board as it is under the Head. I am yet 
to know the real use of this Board. I have read 
all about it and I am fully convinced that no 
healthy reasons exist in economy for its exis
tence. I do not want to speak with much 
intensity on the matter, but from the point of 
view of economy, I am convinced that the 
Niger Delta Development Board is a child of 
politics. 

An bon. Member : What is a child of 
politics ? 

Mr Oronsaye : The Niger Delta Develop
ment Board is what I am saying is a child of 
politics. 

Honestly, politics should not come into the 
Development Programme at all. Therefore, 
I strongly suggest that this Board should be 
scrapped and its activities taken up by way of 
integration with the appropriate Ministry. 
This is a very strong suggestion which has the 
backing of economic analysis of to-day. The 
chief reason for this suggestion is that every 
penny spent on the Board at the moment is a 
painful duplication and consequently a reduc
tion in-

An bon. Member : But they have built one 
mighty house at Port Harcourt. 

Mr Oronsaye : What has that building got 
to do with the development of Nigeria ? 

We have also the agricultural credit institu
tion. A few days ago I was about to ask why 
it was necessary to provide only £3 million 
for this institution when the industrial exprut
sion institution was provided with over £70 
million. I have always made the point on the 
Floor of this House that the salvation of this 
country lies in agriculture. If we all agree that 
this is so, then an institution to provide for 
its development must be very heavily financed 
in such a way that every person in every 
village will benefit by the development. Of 
course this must be done with some safeguards. 
One of these safeguards may be in the form of 
not granting any loans to anybody, unless the 
bodies involved are co-operative societies or 
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persons of substance. I am fully convinced 
that at the moment there are many farmers 
who need assistance and if they get assistance, 
the products of their farms will form the basis 
of the greatest development this country can 
ever have. 

I would have said that this Head should 
be increased by at least £3 million, but I know 
that it needs the permission of the Governor
General to say that, and I am going to seek 
that permission to ask that the money be 
increased. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): Is the hon. 
Member for Benin East (Mr Oronsaye) not 
reducing any more ? 

Mr Oronsaye : No. 

The Federal development of Moor Planta
tion is the other point I want to make. I 
grew up to find the Moor Plantation in exis
tence, and I must say with great emphasis 
that since its inception it has not produced 
one workable experiment for any school or 
farmer. It has always been what it used 
to be since its inception, and if there is any 
Member here who says that this is not so, 
I hope he will be able to prove himself right 
when it is his turn to speak. I want to inform 
this House that I hold a Senior Certificate in 
agriculture, and this certificate has been held 
since 1950. 

An hon. Member : That certificate is too 
old. It is out of date. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Labour (Mr N. A. Ezonbodor): 
On apoint of order, the hon. Member is too 
old and he does not know what is happening 
in the modern world. It is unfortunate that 
a man like him should suggest that the Niger 
Delta Board should be scrapped. This is 
wicked because he does not know what is 
happening. 

The Chairman : That is not a point of 
order. 

Mr Oronsaye : That is the direct opposite 
of events. The older one is the wiser one 
becomes. 

The Moor Plantation· should be developed 
in such a way that it should be able to give 
example to the ordinary farmer on how to 
cultivate one particular piece of land for many 

years. The main products of this country 
are well known. The products are yam, 
cassava and other various things. The Moor 
Plantation should be able to show to people 
that they do not have to shift from one place 
to another. We cannot train the farmers by 
merely sending experts to come in their cars 
to speak to the people and then jump back into 
their cars and drive away. The only way to 
educate them is by cultivating one particular 
piece of land for many years and making it 
possible for the production of yams and cassava 
to increase in size and other respects. This 
is the way that the Moor Plantation should 
set examples to the public. 

I do not want to continue because I can 
spend the whole of this morning talking on 
this Head without concluding it. I would 
like, however, to conclude by saying that the 
salvation of this country lies in this Head of the 
Estimates and if primary productions are faced 
realistically then the development of the coun
try is assured. 

I beg to support. 

Mr F. A. M. Amadi (Nsukka Central) : I 
would try to abide by the advice of the Leader 
of the House, and in doing so I shall be as 
brief as I can. 

I would like to begin my speech by opposing 
a remark on the swnmary of the speech of the 
last speaker, lest the Government be misled 
by his advice that the salvation of this country 
lies completely on this Head. I hold a contrary 
view. While I agree that primary production 
is a vital issue to any nation like ours at this 
stage of development, I also believe that 
concentration on primary production alone is 
bound to swell the economic servitude of any 
nation that pursues it. Therefore, in support
ing the Head and opposing that particular 
part of his speech I would like to say that the 
Government, whilst taking note of the impor
tance of primary production, should also realise 
that it is very essential to the life of this nation 
that all emphasis should not be placed on 
primary production alone. 

Now, since I have decided to be brief I 
would like to go straight to a few of the points 
I want to make, concerning the sub-head on 
natural resources. That is a very important 
sub-head because the natural resources of this 
country, as we all know, have not been exploited 

(1114) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

2199 [Appropriation (1963-64) 27 APRIL 1963 Bill: Comm;ttee] 2200 

at all. I would therefore appeal very strongly · Session that a few miles from where I live there 
to the Government to take steps to make sure is a hill of sand which has been examined by 
that we use that which God has given us experts and pronounced excellent for glass 
freely. industry. I am talking of a hill near Adada 

This nation is very wealthy indeed. Our 
natural resources are inexhaustible. It is up 
to us to make use of those ones which will help 
us to build up a happy and prosperous nation. 
In that respect I would draw the attention of 
the Government to two of the fields that they 
could look into with a great speed. I am 
thinking of the iron and steel industry. This 
industry is very essential to any rising nation. 
In that respect I would very much like the 
Government to carry out a thorough survey of 
the country and make use of our natural 
resources in the field of iron ore. 

Also, there is another point which is very 
important in connection with that. I hear 
that there is a tendency to move the iron and 
steel industry to certain localities irrespective of 
the fact that after all, industries are sited where 
the materials are easily available, and it is my 
information that in spite of the fact that we 
have iron at Nsude, a f-:;.w miles outside Enugu, 
and we have coal in Enugu, yet the iron and 
steel industry proposed for the Eastern Region 
is being sited more than fifty miles away from 
the site. I do not know what other economic 
factors are involved but I think that I should 
bring this pcint to the· notice of the Goyernment 
so that when they come to site this iron and 
steel industry they will take account of the 
locality where the necessary products used for 
the industry will be found. 

What I am saying is not necessarily about the 
location of the proposed industry either at 
Enugu or Onitsha, but I am saying what should 
be of general application to all parts of the 
country. I think it is not economical to move 
raw materials from the sites where they can be 
obtained to a distant place and pay the cost of 
transportation and other things. 

Also there is one other field which I think 
the Government should take particular note of. 
If one looks round one will see that most 
modern buildings nowadays have quite a lot 
of glass doors and glass windows. In fact, we 
have very little of concrete walls nowadays. 
As far as I understand, a high percentage of 
this glass is imported. Yet in this country we 
have an abundance of raw materials for the 
making of glass. I mentioned earlier in this 

River in Nsuk.ka Division. 

Why should the Government not avail itself 
of that natural wealth in the country ? Mter 
all, these minerals belong to the Government. 
I am not asking the Government to come and 
give money to my people. I want the Govern
ment to make use of that which God has given 
this country free instead of going to import 
these things from abroad, thus depleting our 
already very low financial resources. 

What I have said about the glass industry 
does not necessarily apply to one locality but 
to many other localities. If we take up the 
geological map of this country we will find that 
limestone deposits are widespread, and yet 
every morning one takes up the morning papers 
one will find advertisments for the importation 
of cement. Why should we import cement 
whereas we have got the materials to make our 
own cement ? I am using this argunent there
fore to buttress the argument that this particular 
primary product is something which the 
Government should look into, not only from 
the point of view of agriculture but also from 
the point of view of industry. 

Nevertheless, in agriculture, Government 
should do something. If one looks into the 
Estimates one notices that there are three 
localities involved-Badeggi, Moor Plantation : 
and Umudike. We know our country very 
well, and we know our people. Certainly, a
farmer in the field will not travel for hundred!\ 
of miles to go and see what the Government is 
doing in order to benefit from the research 
which the Government is carrying out. It is 
my humble submission that these three 
plantations are not enough. I am not suggest
ing an expansion of land but I am suggesting 
little bits of experimental stations so that the 
influence of the work of the research in agricul
ture could be felt. 

For example, Badeggi is famous for rice 
research but surely we have other rice planters 
in other parts of the country like Ahak.aliki and 
Ajomasi in N sukka Division. Why should 
the Government not go to such. places and 
establish little farms which the farmers will 
see and copy from ? That is the best. way of 
improving our primary products, and not 
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[MR AMADI] 
merely by having a few people in a research 
station carrying out research and putting their 
results into files which are stored away in the 
shelves of the various offices and are not made 
use of. 

Also, Sir, there is another important point. 
It is well known that the University of Nigeria 
is the God-son of the Michigan State University 
and the Michigan State University is a land 
grant University. As a result of that, the 
University of Nigeria has a very strong agricul
tural bias. Looking at the Estimates, I see 
nothing at all being put in for encouraging this 
special aspect of the educational advance in 
Eastern Nigeria. I think that some amount 
of money should also be allocated to the 
department of agriculture at the University of 
Nigeria to help them to carry on this research 
which will surely influence the farmers. I 
may inform the House that the people of the 
Division have given thousands of acres of 
Land to the University of Nigeria for agricul
tural development, and the University itself 
is putting aside thousands of pounds for 
agricultural expansion and experimentation. 
I think it is only fair that the Federal Govern
ment should come to the assistance of the 
University which is doing so much to promote 
one of the primary objectives of the Govern
ment. 

In the field of forestry research, I want to 
mention one or two points before I finish. 
Nearly in the same manner as I said before, 
one notices that there is more than £110,000 
voted for Forestry Research departmentally. 
Well, I do not know what results we have got 
from this research in the past, but I submit 
that it might do this country more good if a 
sizeable portion of this amount is given to 
one of our Universities to establish a Chair of 
Forestry. Thus we can have more concrete 
results from the money we spend. I do not 
wish to belabour that point because I know 
the Government knows what I mean and will 
certainly do that. 

I think that on geological research, the time 
is overdue when we should have an up-to-date 
and comprehensive map of the geological 
survey of this country, surveys of our minerals 
and surveys of our petroleum. Many of us 
know that the Shell BP is doing a lot of good 
for us in this country, not only in respect of the 
duty they pay to the Federal Government but 

also regarding the employment they give to our 
people and the opportunities they give to boys 
who study in their schools. In fact it is not 
very well known that the Shell BP has got a 
technical school which they fill with boys from 
all parts of Nigeria. I think that is a very 
noble piece of work. That is what we want, 
but that is one company, and I think that if we 
exploit our natural resources, we shall get 
more assistance from other companies who 
will come into the petroleum trade. 

On that point Sir, the little sum of £817,000 
which the Government is contributing as our 
share in the Oil Refinery is too small. After 
all oil is a very plain business and the Govern
ment should go in for a controlling share rather 
than a meagre sum in order to know what 
happens in the industry. 

Finally, I think that the Government 
should think seriously about those primary 
products which will be dollar earning and which 
will be able to earn for this country foreign 
currency. I do not think it will do Nigeria a lot 
of good if we accept the advice of the Minister 
of Finance to the letter and produce things 
only for use in Nigeria. We should begin to 
think about a few things which will be used 
outside to earn us foreign currency. It is only 
by doing this that our efforts in this country 
will succeed. 

With these few points, I beg to support. 

Mr D. 0. Enefola (Igala South) ; I just 
want to make few points about these primary 
productions. It is time we should view agri
culture in this country with more seriousness. 
Nigeria is an agricultural country. Although 
we are embarking on bold programmes for 
industry yet in the end we will find that we 
shall be able to manufacture and produce 
goods from our factories in such a way that we 
shall be competing with the other manufac
turing countries of the world. 

Our main economic mainstay is agriculture 
and I do not know the reason why, when the 
Constitution was drawn up and the Ministries 
were created, there was no Ministry of 
agriculture in the Federal Government. I 
think we should create a separate Ministry to 
take over agriculture, fishery and forestry 
because these things are very important in 
the life of this country. 
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It is actually unbecoming to find that when 
visitors come here we have Ministers of 
various subjects but there is no Minister of 
Agriculture. It does not portray that this 
country is an agricultural country at all. 

It is time that the Government should embark 
upon bold programmes to help the regions in 
agriculture. It appears the Federal Govern
ment is just fighting shy of research. That 
will not do the ordinary farmer any good. 
It will be a long time to come before capable 
elements in this country take to agriculture. 
Unless capable elements take up agriculture all 
our research, all our development programmes 
and so on will not be meaningful to the ordinary 
farmer. 

The ordinary farmer at present needs to know 
more about how to produce primary products 
from his farm, he needs to know about the 
use of tractors ; he needs to know how to 
apply manure ; he needs to know how to 
farm by rotation methods. We cannot wait 
by rotation methods. We cannot wait for this 
research work as it stands under this primary 
production before we can embark upon bold 
programme. 

Therefore, I would like a Ministry of 
Agriculture to be created to help the Ministries 
of Agriculture in the Regions in order that more 
vigorous and bold programmes can be put into 
effect to help the agriculture. 

I would also like to say something about 
what my hon. Friend the Member for Nsukka 
Central (Mr Amadi) said about the siting of the 
Iron and Steel Industry. I ask my hon. 
Friend to leave the Government to site the 
industry in the appropriate place. He is saying 
that there is plenty of iron somewhere in his 
home town or in the Eastern Region. I would 
like to remind him that there was a time when 
iron was discovered in large quantities in 
Agbaja in Kabba Province near Lokoja. The 
quantity of iron deposits there is enough to 
maintain and sustain the iron and steel industry. 
Also limestone has been discovered near 
Lokoja and there is coal right from Enugu up 
to the Benue Province and Kabba Province. 
It will be very good if the Iron and Steel 
Industry is sited in the heart of the country. 

We are not going to prejudice the siting of the 
industry. We should leave it to those who are 
planning it and to expert report. We should 

not be biased because we come from one 
Region and suggest that this thing should be 
sited in our own place. 

Another point I would like to make is that 
agriculture is so important that a Ministry 
should be created be.:ause the Minister of 
Economic Development is already overloaded 
with all these things. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Finance : I think that 
there is only one important point made that I 
should reply to. This point was made by 
the Member for Igala South about Agricultural 
Development and the responsibility which he 
wants the Federal Government to take. Hon . 
Members are aware that even in my Budget 
Speech I made mention of what assistance the 
Federal Government is giving in the develop
ment of agriculture. I think it is only right 
and proper that hon. Members should remem
ber what they have heard from the Government 
Bench and appreciate what we are doing. 

The Constitution puts the responsibility for 
agriculture squarely on the shoulders of 
Regional Governments. But in drawing up 
the Development Programme we decided that 
we should lend more hands by giving grants 
to the Regional Governments to enable them 
develop agriculture. What else do Members 
want us to do ? 

It is not right for my hon. Friend to say that 
there is no Minister responsible for agriculture 
as such in the Federal Government. The 
Minister of Economic Development is responsi
ble for agricultural research as well as for 
fisheries, et cetera. So that, in my view, is 
enough. If I may sound a note of warning 
again, han. Members should please not emu
late the Member for Benin East (Mr Oronsaye) 
in contributing to the debate. If Members do 
so, we shall be here for another week. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : I 
would like to appeal to the Federal Government 
for concerted efforts to develop the Chad 
Basin which, in my opinion, if well developed, 
would become the glory of Nigeria. In this 
respect I would like to say that it is all well 
that agriculture is a regional affair ; it is well 
too that the Government has been assisting 
the regions to develop agriculture in their 
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[SHETTIMA ALI MoNGuNo] 
respective capacities. But the development of 
the Chad Basin calls for a Federal effort rather 
than Regional and as such may I appeal to the 
Government to set up something similar to 
the Niger Delta Development Board even if 
it is named the Chad Basin Development 
Board. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): First of 
all I want to say that the Constitution is made 
for Nigeria and not Nigeria for the Constitu
tion. Therefore if there are any signs of 
·disequilibrium manifesting themselves in social 
tensions this should be ironed out right away. 

I share the views of the hon. Member who 
said that there should be a Minister of Agricul
ture in the Centre with full powers. When 
we speak about the importance of agriculture 
one point comes very conspicuously to our 
minds, namely that unless there is an appre
ciable change-a revolution-in agriculture, 
industry is impossible. One cannot release the 
surplus labour for needed industrial deve
lopment. The people are going to remain 
subsistence farmers living from hand to mouth. 

Secondly unless there is a revolution in 
agriculture the cost of living will continue to 
-be very high avd no industry can survive where 
the cost of living is very high. The high cost 
of living will· cut . down profits and very few 
industries can survive because they. canno-t 
pay workers less than they need for £5 can 
equip a farmer _whereas £200 can readily 
equip a person working in some secondary 
industry. That is why economists recommend 
everywhere that once a change starts in agricul
ture it does not stop there, 

The . colonial argument is that _we make a 
start in agriculture and stop there, but the new 
approach is that agriculture and industry should 
go on side by side. The question is which type 
of agricultu~e and which type of industry should 
come first. For example, we are not talking of 
yams or cassava. We must diversify our 

. economy. There are many things we now 
import from overseas which can be produced in 
this country. This need not be over-empha
sised because · this is not the time for such 

_ ~mphasis. All I want to say is that there is a 
sort of subtle discrimination in this country 
against small farmers. T!lere are over eight 

·million small farmers in Nigeria. 

An bon. Member : More than that, about 
ten miilion. 

Dr Nzeribe : If the Government .can 
increase the per capita income of a farmer by 
20 per cent per annum in five years his income 
will be doubled. And research done in this 
country at Moor Plantation, at Umudike and 
other places indicate that there are crops and 
methods of plantation which can even double 
the income of the farmer in two or three years. 

For example, there are new methods of crop 
rotation that have just been brought into 
Nigeria. There are the new uses that fertili
zers can be put to which will double the income 
of a farmer in less than two years. Why then 
do we neglect the over eight million farmers and 

. speak of one or two businessmen whose job is 
simply the transfer of goods and merchandise 
from the wharf to the market ? I want to say 
that over eight million farmers are suffering and 
the Regional Governments are not doing any
thing for them. The so-called Government 
Demonstration Farms are only isolated islands. 
The farmers have no access to them because 
the relationship between the farmers and the 
Government is very weak. 

The-Chairman: I would not like the Mem
ber for Orlu West (Dr Nzeribe) to discuss the 
relationship between the Regional Governments 
and the farmers. This is not the concern . of 
this House. · 

Dr Nzeribe : I feel that Government should 
· take a more reali[;!tic appr-oach to this problem 
and be bolder. · We know ~hat there are prob
lems involved in Agricultural Development and 

· that is why Government is fighting shy. 
I · feel Government should tighten up -its belt 
and approach this matter more realistically. 
We all come from the rural areas.-

The other point I want to make is that people 
·try to put political feelings into the siting of 
industries which is purely economic. I want to 

·:submit that industries are gregarious, they move 
-like sheep. It is cheaper to have an iron and 
steel industry where the ''Omimi Ejo'.' infra 
structure ·external economies abound than to 
have them in isolated places where there are 
·no raw materials, where there. ·are l)O markets. 
So, I -want to remind the· Government to 
see that in siting industries economic considera
tions .should override political. This s·hould 

· be bqrne in ·mind. 
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Finally, I want to say that when the Minister 
of Finance delivered his famous Budget Speech 
this year he mentioned that the reason why the 
United States of America contributed only part 
of the £80 million they promised was because 
the projects are not ready. This is very frus
trating to economists because it seems the 
argument is based on the ancient fixed rate 
theory. The £80 million promised by the 
American Government is not a fixed amount 
an5i we cannot wait until the projects are ready. 
The point is that the United States Government 
is prepared to add more to this money if we have 
some projects which we can put the money in. 
We cannot wait until they come and tell us to 
put the tp.oney in the River Niger Project the 
money cannot be released. If we can revise 
our priotities from time to time it will be better. 

We cannot be exact. This is wrong in 
·;Jconomic analysis. What we have to do is to 
spend the money we have as fast as possible, 
judiciously, and then more money will come 
because economic growth is based on a sort 
of optimism. But we cannot fold our arms 
and say that unless the road development 
programme is ready we shall not ask for more 
money or unless the research :rrogramme at 
Nsukka is ready we shall not ask experts to 
come. What I want the Government to 
know is that outside world are watching us 
and it is what we do that they will follow. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Finance : I had thought 
that I would not be tempted to speak again 
but the last speaker the Member for Orlu 
West (Dr Nzeribe) has raised an economic 
theory which I think is absolutely wrong and 
unfounded. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe : On a point of order, 
I want to object strongly to the Minister of 
Finance's statement. I am an economist by 
profession and to say that my theory is wrong 
he has to prove it. 

The Minister of Finance : As an academic 
economist I give credit to my hon. Friend, but 
as a practical economist I think he is one 
hundred miles off the mark. 

Dr Nzeribe: The whole of Nigeria knows 
that I have acquitted myself as a practical 
economist. What is at Awo Omama is what 
I have done. 

The Minister of Finance : Even, I \\-ould 
like to take up my hon. Friend on the academic 
side of economics. .He knows too well as a 
trained economist that economics is not an 
exact or precise science. It is a speculative 
science and, therefore, in dealing with economic 
matters one cannot expect to be exact. And 
that being so, if one prepares an economic 
programme for people to finance he should 
not expect that it is going to be exact. 

What the Government have done is to pre
pare a programme for \\'hich certain people 
will give them the finance. They will say
"Look, in this programme we are prepared to 
finance such and such but all we a~k you to do 
is to prepare a feasibility survey of it. When 
you prepare a feasibility survey then we ·"'ill 
know precisely how this Programme will go 
and how much we will give". 

But the hon. Member for Orlu West (Dr 
Nzeribe) is saying that they should give us a 
blank cheque for £80 million and whatever 
the hon. Member \\-ants to do at Awo Omama 
they should give him the money to do it! 
Nobody \\-ill agree to do that type of thing. 
This is just the point I want to make. 

Whereupon the Minister of Establishment 
(Hon. J. C. Obande) rose in his place and claimed 
to move, That the Question be notv put. 

Question; That the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to. 

Main Question put accordingly and agreed to. 

Resolved : That the Expenditure from the 
Development Fund of Two Million, Two 
Hundred and Sixteen Thousand, Three 
Hundred and Forty Pounds for the purposes 
set out in the Draft Estimates of Capital 
Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 621-
Primary Production, be approved. 

HEAD 622.-TRADE AND INDUSTRY 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to move, 
That the Expenditure from the Development 
Fund of Four Million, Eight Hundred and 
Sixty-One Thousand, One Hundred Pounds 
for the purposes set out ir; the Draft Estimates 
of Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 
622-Trade and Industry, be approved. ' 
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The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja There is a serious allegation about the 
Nwachuku): I beg to second. Federal Loans Board and I feel that the time 

Mr A. Opia (Aboh): I really feel that this 
Head is the live-wire of the advancement of 
this country. Trade and industry is a very 
vital part of our economic advancement and I 
really feel that the question of industry as it 
affects the country to-day should be approached 
very realistically. The Federal Loans Board, 
I think, has a very important role to play in 
this regard, but one would think that there are 
certain conditions which apply to the Loans 
Board which make it impossible for the pur
poses for which the Loans Board was set up to 
ue achieved. 

There are quite a number of industrialists 
in this country who, when they have actually 
put up industries some of which cost about 
£15,000 or £20,000 they have to apply to the 
Federal Loans Board for loans. They find it 
very difficult to get loans. Firstly, very 
drastic conditions are stipulated. In spite of 
thelfact that an industrialist may have inver.ted 
about £10,000 in the industry, he is asked again 
to provide properties, and he may be asking for 
only £5,000 or £10,000 loan. The Federal 
Loans Board will demand that he has to give a 
security of £20,000, in spite of the fact that 
he has invested in the industry something in 
the neighbourhood of £15,000 in liquid cash. 

I do not think that this kind of condition for 
obtaining loans will do the country any good. 
In the first place, I think it is a good thing to 
ask for collaterals-security collaterals-espe
cially when somebody requires a loan, but 
when one comes to a man who has already put 
up a very big industry on his own and after 
putting up this industry he requires Govern
ment assistance, then the encouragement he 
requires is not given to him, surely he will be 
frustrated. At times, by the time he obtained 
the loan, he would almost have lost about 
£2,000 in the necessary formalities. I think 
this is a very serious point. 

But there are some who get these loans 
without giving any collaterals or any security at 
all, while others continue to find it almost 
impossible to get the loans. I am saying this 
with all sense of responsibility. I think it will 
not do us any good if we come to the Floor of 
this House and begin to side-track the truth. 

has come when this type of thing must have to 
be stopped. If an honest businessman puts 
up his industry, the Federal Department of 
Commerce and Industry goes to inspect that 
industry. After inspecting the industry and 
finding that the man has complied with all the 
conditions laid down in regard to applications 
for loans, the next thing they do is to come back 
to Lago.>. Perhaps, a man who has never put 
up any industry at all, who has not even had 
the experience, he has not the material and 
he has not the necessary funds, but because may 
be he has a political inclination to a particular 
party or he is liked by one person or the other, 
he comes to Lagos and in a very short time, 
one finds that the man gets the loan. 

I think that this is a very disgraceful thing 
and it does not encourage industry in this 
country. It does not help businessmen in 
a way we really want businessmen to be helped. 
I feel that those who are responsible for this 
type of thing should take it seriously and see 
that this type of irregularities now obtaining 
in the Federal Loans Board are straightaway. 

I would like to see that when this takes 
place, actual businessmen, no matter if they put 
up an industry of only £5,000, should be en
couraged. They have actually invested 
£5,000 of honest money into an industry and 
they should be given all possible encourage
ment. It is no use when they are seeking 
encouragement, to malre it take them about 
twelve months to pass through the many and 
various formalities and, perhaps, they have 
to fill one form or the other and by the time 
they complete these formalities, they must h3ve 
been frustrated and they find that the required 
assistance they wanted from the Federal 
Government is not forthcoming. Many busi
nessmen have been ruined in this way. 

Everytime, the Government promises it will 
have to help indigenous businessmen if they 
put up their own industries and as these men 
put up their industries, they find that they 
are left to go it alone. Even though they may 
be doing very well, they will not be encouraged, 
but somebody who has not even started any in
dustry and who has noc even the initial capital 
at all, because he has a longer leg, he has to be 
supported, I feel that the time has come when 
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we have to look into these irregularities 
seriously. 

I now come to oil refineries in the country. 
In the past, when these oil companies were 
going from one place tO another looking for oil, 
the way the Shell Company of Nigeria was 
actually going into the rural areas to look 
for oil was not to the best interests of the 
people. And they are still doing the same thing 
now. I feel that they have no regard for the 
people at all. Ont will just see a team of 
seismic men running into the villages. They 
do not even go to find out who is there or who 
is not there. They say that they have obtained 
a permit from the Federal Government and all 
they know is that they go straight to the 
spot they want to do some drilling. 

Sometimes when they send their people 
to meet the villagers, one finds that the method 
of approach is most disgraceful. They do 
not want to know whether there is a Member 
of the Regional Parliament or a Member of 
the Federal Parliament in that area or whether 
there is a local councillor. What they know 
is to go straight to the place and start drilling. 
I feel that this type of thing will not help 
these oil companies at all and it will not help 
the country either. I feel that if the Govern
ment wants to give prospecting licences to 
oil companies in Nigeria, they should do that 
with a special regard to the people of every 
village they go to drill oil. 

I have another point. People who really 
stay in Port Harcourt will agree with me 
that if they go to a place like Umukoroshe 
they will find that it is more or less a white 
settlement. As one drives past the main road 
of Umukoroshe while going to Aha, one will 
agree with me that a very big acreage of land 
is occupied by the Shell Company of Nigeria, 
over 100 acres of land. 

Chief D. N. Abii : What is wrong with 
that? 

Mr Opia: Well, I am coming to the point. 
Even if the hon. Gentleman has a vested 
interest, let him just give me time to get to 
the point. I know what I am talking about. 

If one goes to Umukoroshe, one will just 
find at a glance that that place is a white 
settlement and nothing else. Anybody who 
would like to go to the Shell Club would know 

what I am talking about. They only hand
pick a few Nigerians just to give the peop]e the 
impression that there is no discrimination there, 
But I am telling you that there is discrimination 
in the Shell Company of Nigeria. 

Mr F. A.M. Amadi (Nsukka Central): On 
point of order, Mr Chairman, with due respect, 
I want to make the hon. Gentleman speaking 
realise that the Shell Company of Nigeria is a 
different organisation from the Shell B.P., 
which I think he is talking about. 

Secondly, he is misleading the House because 
as far as I know the company has got an officer 
whose job is to meet the people and discuss 
with them. 

The Chairman : Order ! Actually all 
that is contained about oil in these Estimates 
we are discussing is the Federal Government's 
investment and I do not think we should go to 
those details the hon. Member is discussing. 

Mr Opia : I know some hon. Members have 
vested interests. The point I am making is 
that if the Federal Government is investing 
some money in the Shell B.P., I do not see 
any reason why we should always take the 
background, why we should be relegated to the 
background in an industry such as that. I 
think that is a very serious point. If we have 
our sons and daughters working in the Shell 
B.P. of Nigeria, there is no reason why there 
should not be a quota system for the people 
of the country ; why they should not be given 
their fair position. For instance if you go to 
the Shell B.-

Chief A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : On a 
point of information, Mr Chairman, the head of 
Public Relations in the Shell B.P. throughout 
the whole of the Federation is Mr Ofonri. 
He is from the Member for Aboh (Mr Opia's) 
part of the country and if Mr Ofonri does not 
want to employ his people then it is his fault 
This Mr Ofonri is even responsible for engaging 
Europeans. 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East) : Qn a point 
of order, I humbly wish to rem:nd the hon. 
Member speaking that in the Shell Company, 
they have two grades : Senior and Junior. In 
the senior grade all Nigerians who are there 
mix up with their European colleagues. 
There is no discrimination there and I wou<d 
like to say that what the hon. Member is 
discussing is highly irrelevant. 
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The Chairman : Order ! I see no point The Minister of Finance rose-
for much controversy. 

Mr Opia : Thank you very much, Mr 
Chairman. I know really what is worrying 
my hon. Friends. They all have vested 
interests. 

Shettima Alli Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : 
On a point of order, Mr Chairman, may I 
appeal to ~he hon. Member for Aboh (Mr A. 
Opia) not to press on with this very serious 
allegation of discrimination. I do not think I 
have a vested interest, but I think that there is 
no discrimination ; not in this country when 
we are black Nigerians and we also govern 
ourselves. May I appeal to hon. Members 
through you, Sir, that when such serious 
allegations are made, hon. Members should be 
prepared to substantiate them. 

The Chairman : Order ! If the hon. 
Member, by saying that Members have vested 
interests, means that because the Government 
has invested in the industry, then everybody 
has a vested interest. But if it is, on the other 
hand, the question of developing arguments 
to get opportunity to air his views, I think it is 
merely a joke, and nobody will take this as a 
serious matter. 

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (!shan West) : On a 
point of order, Mr Chairman, the hon. Member 
for Aboh (Mr A. Opia) is telling the truth, and 
the hon. Members disturbing him do not want 
him to tell us the truth. They are not the 
Speaker and they keep on answering for the 
Speaker. They do not want the hon. Gentle
man to tell us exactly what is going on. Really, 
there is discrimination in the Shell B.P. 

The Chairman : That is not a point of 
order. 

Mr Opia : While I agree with the hon. 
Member for Kaga Marghi (Shettima Alli 
Monguno) I think that some of them have not 
visited the Shell B.P., Port Harcourt, I think 
we who have the privilege to know-

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East) : On a 
point of order, Mr Chairman, the point the 
hon. Member for Aboh (Mr A. Opia) is refer
ring to may be amplified because next week, 
the Shell B.P. has invited hon. Members to 
come to Port Harcourt to see things for them
selves. 

Mr Opia : On a point of order, Mr Chairman 
I have not finished my speech. I do not see 
the reason why the Minister should interrupt 
me. 

The Chairman : Order ! It is only a matter 
of courtesy to the House that whenever an hon. 
Member feels that his points are controversial 
he should refrain from pursuing them. · · 

Mr Opia : I will now leave the question of 
the Shell B.P. for another occasion. 

I now come to the Nigerian Coal Corporation. 
We have a lot of by-products of coal which are 
now situated at Enugu. I feel that the fate of 
the Coal Corporation has been such that this 
Government should be able to lend a very 
serious help to this Corporation in order to 
advance the purpose for which the Corporation 
was set up. Every now and again, we hear of 
redundant workmen, complaints and troubles. I 
therefore feel that the trouble to-day is because 
Government has not been able to exploit all 
the avenues at its disposal to help this Corpora
tion, and I feel that if this is done, it will go a 
long way in order to enhance the progress of the 
Coal Corporation as well as place the position 
of the workers on a more footing than it is to-day. 

I come now to the very serious point which 
is in respect of the produce of the country. 
Nigeria is very rich in palm oil, groundnuts 
and some other products, and I think the time 
has come when we should have industries to 
utilise these natural products of the country 
to their best advantage, not only to give employ
ment to the people by putting up factories 
which will have to use these products, but also 
it will go a long way in helping to provide 
materials which we often import from other 
countries of the world. 

I have in mind the palm oil of Eastern 
Nigeria. Up till now, Government has not 
been able to find an industry to use the palm 
oil. What we find is that people are producing 
F.F.A. No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3. This is not 
very good. It is good to export some of these 
products, but the time has come when we have 
to make use of our local products to give 
employment to our people by putting up 
industries. 
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I would not like to take much of the time of and the security for each loan given by the 
this House now, but when the time comes to Board, I can say with all sense of responsibility 
develop these points, I will say more. · that I do not know of any single loan that 'has 

been given out without the necessary security. 
I beg to support. If my hon. Friend has a cat which he is unable 

The Minister ofFinance : My hon. Friend, 
the Member for Aboh (Mr Opia) has made 
many serious allegations on the Floor of this 
House this morning-as the Member for 
Kaga Marghi (Shettima Ali Monguno) put it
without substantiating them, if I may say so 
with respect to him. 

He has made suggestions on the Floor of this 
House that loans were given by the Federal 
Loans Board without the necessary security. 
I must say that as the Minister of Finance I am 
responsible for fixing the rate of interest for 
such loans, seeing to the security that is 
provided and deciding whether the security is 
adequate or not. In the same breadth, the 
Member for Aboh (Mr Opia) was advocating 
that loans must be given to matured business
men like himself without necessary security. 
I must say that anybody-

Mr A. Opia (Aboh): On a point of informa
tion, I think that we are matured enough to tell 
the truth to this House. My allegations are 
really founded. I have not made unfounded 
allegations and I would like the Minister of 
Finance to take me seriously. I would say that 
he should go and investigate before telling this 
House that my allegations are unfounded. 
Furthermore, I never referred to myself as 
eligible. 

The Ministeroflnformation(Hon. T. 0. S. 
Benson): On a point of order, it is the duty 
of the Member for Aboh (Mr Opia) to present 
his facts to the House if he has any, and the 
Minister will reply. 

Mr Opia : I was interrupted. several times 
when I wanted to let the cat out of the bag. 

The Minister of Information : The hon. 
Member has got no bag where there can be 
any cat. 

Mr Opia : I have the cat in my pocket. 

to let out from the bag, it may well be that 
that cat will for ever remain there. 

Now, he also made a statement which I am 
sure the Chairman and the House will allow 
me to say a few words on, and that is the 
question of the oil companies entering places 
or lands without consulting the hon. Members 
or the Chiefs in the area before drilling. I 
know, as a matter of fact, that Regional Govern
ments are responsible for claiming compensa
tion on behalf of the land owners in case any 
such compensation is due, and I cannot really 
see how an oil company can go, after obtaining 
the prospecting licence to fish for hon. Members 
in each constituency to get their permission as 
such. But I do know that all our people are 
quite willing to co-operate with oil companies 
when they come for drilling because it is an 
economic proposition, and I would say that if 
hon. Members know of any such action then 
the best thing for them to do is to bring it to 
the notice of the Minister of Mines and Power. 

The final point is that my hon. Friend made 
a remark which was already resented by the 
House that there is discrimination in the Shell 
B.P. camp at Umukoroshe at Port Harcourt. 
He and the hon. Member for Port Harcourt 
(Mr Okay) should know Port Harcourt more, 
but as far as I know there is no discrimination 
in the !'ervice camp of the Shell B.P. There 
must be a grade for the people who are to be 
allocated houses if they are working in the 
Shell B.P. and if someone who is not in that 
grade wants to get a house, surely, he cannot 
have it. That is no discrimination. That is 
just a policy. If there is a company that has no 
such policy, then it is not a good company. 

The second point is that if they have any 
recreational facilities there made for a certain 
class of employees, naturally, no matter whether 
one is a Minister or an hon. Member one cannot 
impose oneself upon the Shell B.P., and ask 
to be allowed to use such facilities. If one does 

The Minister of Finance: I have no reason that and they are not prepared to allow it, and 
to doubt the integrity of the Member . for if that is discriminati<;>n, then it is a good 
Aboh (Mr npia), but I want to a8sure. him practice because the Shell B.P. recreation_al 
that I am making a serious statement_ of fact facilities and clubs are not meant for the gentle
that, as the Federal Minister of Finance men of Port Harcourt. If the gentlemen in 
responsible for deciding on the rate of interest Port Harcourt- · · · 

(. ~ .... . 
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Mr Opia : On a point of information, I The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
think that when I made this point I made it Prime Minister (Mr S. Lana) : I beg to 
in respect of the members of the staff in the second. 
upper segment who are denied those facilities. 
I am not saying that it is for Port Harcourt 
people. 

The Minister of Finance : If there is 
discrimination against the Nigerian upper 
segment employees of the Shell B.P. this is 
not the place to say it. If they have got a 
back-bone let them take the matter up with the 
necessary Authority. Either they have a Trade 
Union Organisation, or if they have none let 
them have the guts-

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): On a 
point of information, there is a trade union 
there but the Nigerians who are in the upper 
segment feel too proud to join the trade union. 

The Minister of Finance : If what the 
Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) has 
said is the truth, that is the more reason why 
the matter should not be raised here at all. 
If they can discriminate against the ordinary 
workers in Nigeria because they ride in cars 
and they feel that by doing so they will get 
promotion in Shell B.P., when the thing 
·rebounces on them in their upper segment 
they should not go to the lower segment to 
look for assistance or succour. They should 
be allowed to suffer for discriminating against 
their own fellow Nigerians. 

But all I want to say is that the facilities, 
as far as we in the Government can see, are 
there for everybody who is entitled to enjoy 
them. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Expenditure from the 
Development Fund of Four Million, Eight 
Hundred and Sixty-One Thousand, One 
Hundred Pounds for the purposes set out 
in the Draft Estimates of Capital Expendi
ture, 1963-64, under Head 622-Trade and 
Industry, be approved. 

HEAD 623.-ELECTRICITY 
The Minister of Finance :I beg to move-

That the Expenditure from the Develop
ment Fund of Two Million, Five Hundred 
and Eighty Thousand Pounds for the 
purposes set out in the Draft Estimates of 
Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 
623-Electricity, be approved. 

Chief A. Rosiji (Egba East) : I think that 
we must commend the Government for the 
projection of the Niger Dam, but I would like 
to sound a note of warning in respect of this 
Dam. When a dam of such size is set up there 
is a tremendous quantity of energy stored up 
which, if let loose, can do a lot of damage. 
We know that in some countries, which have 
not been as lucky as we have been, dams have 
created a lot of havoc. 

When the rainy season is longer than usual, 
when the rains are heavier than usual ; that is 
to say when nature has a freak, then the Dam 
is likely to overflow and do considerable 
damage to life and property. I am not trying 
to teach the engineers their work but I hope 
that they have put in sufficient factors of 
safety in this matter and that they have- built 
a dam high and large enough to take whatever 
amount of water accumulates in any year 
when the quantity of rain is larger than usual. 

Now the other thing I want touch upon is 
that the Niger Dam Project is a very big 
project and a lot of money is being spent on 
it-£68,140,000. I think that if this amount 
of money is being spent there should be enough 
streamlining in the Electricity Corporation so 
as to eliminate the spending of small sums of 
money on the development of electricity 
projects not using the Niger Dam. We know 
that we have gas in Afam and in Ughelli and 
that the Electricity Corporation may want to 
use these gas deposits for the generation of 
power. I know also that the Electricity 
Corporation is ordering turbine engines for 
the generation of power. It seems to me that 
there are three sources of generation now
the Niger Dam, ordinary generators and the 
gas generation. Now if we add all these 
things together they may be a waste of money. 
It is necessary that there should be a standby 
for the supply of electricity, but I think that 
we must not overdo it by spending money on 
too many things which may not be necessary. 

I beg to support. 

M. Maina Waziri (Potiskum) : Electricity 
is one of the essential materials for the develop
ment of any nation, but it seems to me that 
aome big towns are being neglected in Nigeria. 
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It also seems to me that there are some small Another thing is the high cost of electricity in 
towns which are being given electricity at the the country. Now the Electricity Corpora
expense of the big ones. tion of Nigeria is working very hard. We 

I want the Minister to be kind enough to 
go through the list of the towns which are 
big enough to have this amenity and supply 
such big towns before the small towns. In 
this 1 egard the Minister should not leave this 
matter to the Regional Governments alone 
when considering the steps to be taken to 
supply electricity to the various towns. He 
should look through the towns to see that 
those which deserve it get it quicker. 

I beg to support. 

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aha Urban): Every
body knows that the supply of electricity to 
the rural areas and important towns in the 
Federation is the only way to speed up the 
industrialisation of the country, and we are 
appealing to the Minister of Mines and Power 
to see to it that important towns and rural 
areas are supplied with electricity. This 
would enable the industrialists to establish 
industries in some of these towns and villages. 
In fact unless arrangements are made to supply 
electricity to those towns and villages that 
are very far away from the big towns, their 
complaints about the establishment of indust
ries in their various towns will not be met. 

Another thing is that in my constituency in 
Aha Urban, there is a section of this area which 
is completely cut off because of railway lines ; 
that is Eziuku Quarters. There is no electri
city supply and I think the matter rests with the 
Federal Government. The Aha Urban Dis
trict Council put up a recommendation through 
the Regional Government to the Federal 
Government to see that light is supplied to 
Eziuku Quarters but each time this request is 
made we are made to understand that, due to the 
railway lines, it will not be possible to supply us 
with electricity. This is the area where we have 
sufficient land, where industries can be esta
blished, but due to the fact that there are no 
facilities to supply them with electricity there is 
nothing done practically. 

Therefore, I am appealing to the Federal 
Government to heed the request of the Aha 
Urban District Council through the Regional 
Government to see that light is supplied to 
Eziuku Quarters. 

appreciate what the Corporation is doing, but 
something must be done to reduce the price of 
electricity. In Aha township we pay 3d per 
unit whereas Port Harcourt is paying 1 ld per 
unit. The consumption at Aha is growing 
tremendously and this is not because we have 
industries that make use of electricity. I cannot 
understand why the E.C.N. continues to make 
large profits while members of the public are 
made to pay high electricity rates. 

Now that Afam gas is in operation I think 
the Minister should make every effort to reduce 
the cost of electricity in Aha township. 

I beg to support. 

Mr M. C. K. Obi (Afenmai East): It is 
unfortunate that most of the Ministers are not 
here. I think that it is too much a task one 
Minister to reply to these questions because it 
appears that all the Heads of Expenditure will 
be touched. 

I would like to refer very briefly to the ques
tion of the Niger Dam Project. When the 
scheme was launched it was 'to the joy of every 
Member of this House and even to the whole 
people in the country. I want to say that the 
rate at which we are trying to carry the Project 
through is rather very slow. If we spend all the 
money available for the plans and the six years 
are gone without achieving anything, it will be a 
very great loss to this country. We are not 
going to gain anything if, after six years, no 
work appears to have been done because what 
we have heard so far is that plans are in hand. 

We continue to plan and the first year is 
already gone. We are now in the second year 
and perhaps in sixth year it will be plan all the 
time. So it is really very slow. I think the 
question of people crying for the supply of 
electricity fr.om all corners will cease if this 
Niger Dam project is carried through in a very 
short time. It will be possible for electricity 
to be supplied even to other West African coun
tries because it is going to be such a powerful 
station. 

I was disappointed the other day when the 
Minister of Mines and Power told the House 
that the Federal Government even gets loan 
from the Regional Governments in order to 
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lMR OBI] 1 
·.: ' •• The _hon. Member for Egba East (Chief 

supp~y electricity to- places. I was thinking Rosiji) said t~at he e:l)'pressed apprehensi~n 
that 1t should be· the Federal· Government that about what w1ll happeri 1f we have heavy ram 
should give loans to the Regiona!"Governments during the year. I would like to assur~ him 
in _order to be_ able to supply electricity to that the Go:rernment has app?inte~ one o_f the 
vanous places m the regions. There ·should best experts m the world and w1th h1s expenence 
be_some co-ordination between the Ministry of there will be no difficulty when _the Dam is 
M_mes and Power and the Ministry of Econo- constructed. 
m1c Development. If this is not done, it will 
take some time before our dreams come true 
as fa~ as the supply of electricity and the 
establishment of industries in the rural areas 
are concerned. 

I have a case here which I .. want to Cite. 
Over two years ago -some very good quali'ty 
lime deposits were discovered in Okpila in 
Afenmai Division. Up till now nothing has 
been done. I feel that limestone will make for 
the establishment of a cement. industry in 
Okpila a?d the people from the North, East and 
West will get employment there. So, I am 
appealing to the Government to make sure that 
something is done about this. 

The other section of this Ministry, Geological 
Survey, _I would say, has out-lived _its usefull1(!ss 
because people are tired of surveying all parts of 
the Federation. They even· at times hold up 
tra~c. We are tired of that business, Mr 
Chairman. 

I want to emphasise that we can iio longer 
afford to live on fine speeches or promises that 
the Government is looking into these things 
and as soon as practicable something will be 
done. The time has come for us to ask, how 
soon will it be practicable for the Government 
to do these things for people in the rural 
areas : the supply of electricity, the establish
ment of industry and things like that ? 

Mr Chairman, with these few remarks, I beg 
to support. 

The Parliamentary· Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (Mr S. Lana) : I want to 
reply to a point made by the hon. Member for 
Menmai (Mr Obi) about the Niger Dam. He 
said nothing is being done about the Niger Dam. 
The other day I told hon. Members that a 
Canadian expert has been appointed and that 
work is in progress on the site now. Construc
tion of road, building of houses, const111ction of 
bridges are necessary. If these th.ipgs are not 
constructed how do hon. Members expect _the 
machinery -to be used on the spqt to he located 
there? ' · · ·· ·· 

The Minister of Transport (Ron. R. A. 
Njoku): I would like to reply to one or two 
points. As I came in the hon. Member for 
Aba was speaking about the cost of electricity 
in Aba. I would like to point out that the 
cost depends on the volume that is consumed 
in a particular area, so that it is no wonder 
that in Port Harcourt which has more and 
bigger industries the cost is lower. The other 
day for instance, the hon. Member for Owerri 
North East (Chief Abii) complained about the 
cost of electricity at Owerri where it is even 
much higher than it is at Aba-Sd per unit. 

The Minister has informed the Electricity 
Corporation that they should do their best to 
make the cost of electricity economic, that is, 
the price should not be put much higher than 
is really necessary. All we can do is to en
courage more people to use electricity because 
the more people in any particular locality 
that use electricity the cheaper it will be. 

Now I would like to refer very briefly to 
what the hon. Member for Afenmai (Mr Obi) 
·said· about the loans by Regional Governments 
to the Electricity Corporation. I would like to 
say, first of all, that there are t:wo types of 
undertakings. We have amenity undertakings 
a:nd we have commercial undertakings. Com
mercial undertakings are those which the Cor
poration itself is anxious to run because they 
are considered to be commercially viable, that 
is, they can . pay their way. The Regional 
Governments naturally would like certain areas, 
semi-rural areas and semi-urban areas to have 
electricity undertaking. In such cases, as we 
expect the Electricity Corporation to operate 
at a profit, the Regional Government that 
wants installation .of elect,ricity in such areas 
where it is not likely to be commercjally 
viable is required to make money available. 

As, ·a matter of fact, year~ ~go the F~d"'eral 
Governme?t itself u.sed to subsidize dectncity. 
I remember in certain ·areas like Abakafiki we 
used to be called· upon in this House to appro~e 
subsidies, but the Corporation is now ilskirig 
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the Government to do . that. It is time they not stopping hon. Members from saying what 
operated their commercial und~rtakings at their they want to say but quite frankly ""e should 
own risk, and then the amenity undertakings make some progress. 
in the smaller towns and places with less I b 

l . 1 b .d d h . h eg to move. popu at10n can on y e prov1 e w ere t e 
Government of the Regioi+ concerned provides The Minister of Transport (Hon. R. A. 
the money. Sometimes they have even to Njoku): I beg to second. 
give an undertaking to meet the defici~. · 

The Minister of Information : On a point 
of order, I would like the Member for Lagos 
Central (Mr Dosunmu) to declare his stand. 
Is he now in the U.P.P. or still with the A.G. ? 

As regards the Geological Survey Division 
of the Ministry I would like hon. Members to 
realise that their work stops somewhere. When 
they do the survey and find out what sort of 
mineral deposits there are and map these out 
and circulate the information to the various 
Government Departments and Mi;{istri~s and 
the public their duty· is done. It is not fpr 
them to do the actual exploitation, The 
Minister himself made this verv clear the 
otheqlay, · · 

I must disagree with the hon. Member 
for Menmai (Mr Obi) that this Department 
has out-lived its usefulness. It is a very 
useful Department and recently hon. M~mbers 
from various Sides of this House we1e agitaj:ing 
for the survey to be extended to their. areas. 
This Department is doing its best. That is 
all I want to sa), and I beg to move, that the 
Question be now put. 

. Question, That the Question be now put, put 
at!d agreed: t?. · · · ·· 

Original Question put O,nd agreed to. · 

Rf!_solved : That the Expen4itur~ from . the 
Development Fun.d Qf Two Million, Five 
Hundred and Eighty Th<n.J.~and Poupds for 
the purposes set out in the Draft Estimates of 
Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 
623-...:.Electricity, be approved. 

HEAD 624-LAND TRANSPORT SYSTEM 
The Minister of Finance (Chief the bon. 

F. S. Okotie-Eboh): I beg to move, That the 
Expenditure from the Development Fund of 
Thirteen Million, one Hundred and Eighty
Nine Thousand Pounds for the purposes set 
out ir. the Draft Estimates of Capital Expendi-

. ture, 1963-64, under Head 624-Land Trans
port System, be approved. 

~-t seems to me there is hardly any new 
t~ing that hon. Members are saying because 
hon. Members have discussed the Heads . of 
the Ministries during the Second Reading and 
in the Committee of ~upply . . I am, howeyer, 

The Minister of Finance : I have the 
Governor-General's recommendation to move 
to include the following provision-

Sub-head 158, Bauchi-Gombe-Yola Road, 
Trunk A.17-£100,000. 

The Chairman : Mr Ekanem-
Mr F. U. Ihe (Okigwi North East) : On a 

point of order, my name is on the Order Paper 
to move an Amendment. . 

The Chairman: No hon. Member has 
.filed an Amendment on the Minister's Amend
ment which is what we are on now. 

Mr A. A. Odurinde (Oshogbo North): In 
support of the point of order raised by the 
hon. Minister of Information, may I refer the 
Chairman to Standing Order 28 (2)- · 

Members shall not cross the Floor · of the 
House unnecessarily nor sit in a place allotted 
to any other Member. 

The han. Member for Lagos Central (Mr 
Dosunmu) is sitting in another hon. Member's 
seat. · 

The Chairman: Will the Member· for 
Lagos Central (Mr Dosunmu) come to his seat 
please ? Actually no harm is done .as long as 
the Member for Lagos Central (Mr Dosunmu) 
is not speaking from another Member's seat. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): I am 
not opposing the hon. Minister of Finance's 
Amendment, rather I agree with him. I 
merely want to· speak .on Head 624--Land 
Transport System . 

The Chairman: The hon. Member for 
Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) may go ahead. 

Mr Ekanem ; Thank you, Mr . Chairman. 
I want first of all to speak on· the Shagamu
Ijebu-Ode-Benin Road. There was a time a 

·. ~uge sum of money was voted by ~his Parlia-

:.{1127) 
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ment and that amount was washed away by 
rain and another contract was awarded. We 
are very anxious, those of us who come from 
the East and who make very long journeys to 
this place, that by July or August or there
abouts when we come to this House, that that 
road be made available for our use. It will, 
of course, affect hon. Members by reduction in 
mileage allowances, but we accept it. Whether 
it affects our allowances or not, I think that if 
this road is opened it will be a credit to the 
Federal Government. It will also make 
savings by way of less mileage allowances both 
to hon. Members from the West, from the East 
and some from the North. We want to hear a 
statement in this House from the Minister of 
Finance about how soon that road will be 
ready for use. 

Another point I want to speak on is the 
building of bridges. Times without number 
we have been complaining about some bridges 
along the Onitsha-Aba-Oron road. Most 
important of these are, first of all the bridge 
near Nwaigwe, that is between Odoro-Ikot and 
Ngwa. That bridge is a death trap. Another 
bridge is the one between Ukana and Ikot 
Ekpene. The bridge is very dangerous and 
many times we have accidents there. 

There was a time I saw a team of surveyors 
surveying it and trying to make it straight, that 
is to by-pass the dangerous bend there. I do 
not know now how soon that road will be 
straightened with a view to improving the 
approach to the bridge from Aha. This road is 
very dangerous. 

Still on bridges I will also talk on the age long 
appeal made to this Government about the 
Uya-Oron bridge. That bridge happens to be 
one of the worst bridges in the whole of the 
Eastern Region. It is a very old bridge, built 
by Engineers of the last century. It is the only 
road that links Calabar with the mainland up to 
the Ibo area of the Eastern Region. The bridge 
there is very narrow ; it is very dangerous and 
many times we have fatal accidents there. 

It was promised in this House last year that 
funds would be made available. It has also 
been repeated again in this House that the 
road will be built as soon as possible. This old 
saying of Government "as soon as possible" 
should please not find a place in the debates of 

this House any more. Any promise by the 
Government with "as soon as possible" may 
take a hundred years to materialise. I am 
urging the Government not to think that this 
road is going to benefit the people of this area 
alone. It is going to benefit the whole of the 
Eastern Region. It is a very important com
mercial road and, therefore, the approach there 
should be constructed immediately. That 
should be the word-immediately. 

Last year, I spoke about the Western Avenue. 
This road is not wide enough. It is an approach 
road to the National Stadium, either from Lagos 
or from Surulere. The hon. Minister of Works 
said in 1961 that the road was going to be 
widened. I came back again last year and 
repeated the same appeal and the Minister 
repeated the same reply. This year, still 
nothing is done to that road, no attempt whatso
ever has been made and there are no signs of 
the road being widened. Hon. Members who 
are users of that road and the whole population 
of Lagos will bear me out that of all roads in 
Lagos it is on that road that we have the highest 
number of accidents daily. There is no day 
that there is no accident along Western Avenue. 
As I said last year the remaining area on the left 
side from Lagos is as wide as even two other 
roads. I think that immediate steps should be 
taken to safeguard the lives of the people there. 
Not only motorists and pedestrians use the 
road, the road is also used by herdsmen. 
When that road is widened efforts should be 
made to see that cattle are not driven along that 
road except they are carried by lorries as is done 
along other roads in Lagos. 

Another road I want to talk about is in the 
North. If one travels from N sukka to the 
North, immediately one gets to Oturkpo via 
Makurdi to Wamba at about a distance of 
about 93 miles, the road there is indeed very 
bad. The bridges are built only with pieces 
of wood from the bush. The Government 
should see about the replacement of bridges 
along that road. We want all the bridges 
along that road to be replaced. After all, we 
must protect the life of every citizen of this 
country. 

May I digress a bit. In 1961, I said on 
the Floor of this House that there is a road 
which I think the Eastern Region Government 
should take up, though I am sure that the 
Eastern Regional Government has done a lot. 
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There was a Motion moved by me and sup- Mr Yacim : On a point of order, what the 
ported by my hon. Friend the Member for old man is telling us is what other Members 
Owerri East (Chief Abii) about the road from have been saying in this House. 
Umuahia to Itu. During the debate on that Th Ch · 0 d 1 I · h 
Motion it was amended to begin from Udo ~ arrman : r er · am puttmg t e 
t It · ' E D ' · · questton on the Amendment and the speech o u m nyong tvtston. so far made by the hon. Member for Enyong 

That road had been constructed and it is 
well tarred, but it by-passes Enyong Division 
entirely. It only stops at Arochuku and then 
it bends off. 

Thete is a road which this Government 
had promised on the Floor of this House to 
take up, namely, the road from Umuahia to 
Itu in Enyong Division. It is a road where 
people from Bende, from Ohafia, from Aro
chuku, from all areas along the Cross River 
would use in place of the Cross River, which 
is novv very unnavigable. The Federal Go
vernment has very carefully by-passed that 
road. The construction of the road was 
stopped at Arochuku, it was bent there and 
then taken to Afikpo. 

I am now forced to ask, why that was done. 
Is it because that road which I envisaged, on 
which the Motion on the Floor of this House 
was approved, }:asses through a minority area ? 
Is it because of that ? If that is the case, for 
goodness sake, such an attitude should stop 
forthwith. I repeat again that a Motion was 
passed on the Floor of this House for the road 
to be constructed from Udo in Owerri Division, 
to pass through Umuahia, Bende, Arochuk.u, 
Atan and then to Itu. A Motion to this 
effect vvas passed in this House. The road 
has novv been constructed, but it has by
passed the area which I envisaged. If that 
is not discrimination, I vvant to be told what 
that is. 

An bon. Member: On a point of order, 
the Standing Orders state that Members 
should confine themselves to the subject under 
discussion. There is no provision in the 
capital Estimates for what the hon. Member 
is discussing. 

The Chairman : Members should confine 
themselves to the p10visions in the Estimates. 

Mr Ekanem : I must wander a little. I 
was trying to collect the materials. 

When one goes to Nnewi either from Aba or 
from Onitsha, there is a bridge on that road 
before one gets to Ozubulu. 

South (Mr Ekanem) has no relation to the 
Amendment. I thought that it would be 
wiser to dispose of the Amendment and then 
speak on the Head in general. 

Question, That Sub-head 158- Bauchi-Gombe 
- Yo/a Road (Trunk A (17), £100,000 be there 
inserted, put and agreed to . 

Mr Ekanem : I do not want to go too far. 
All I want to say is this. I want to repeat on 
the Floor of this House that old age is a blessing 
to him that attains it. If I am old as people 
think I am, then I am talking with experience 
and, according to African tradition, I should 
be given more attention. 

There is a bridge, as I was saying, along the 
Onitsha-Aba road between Nnewi and Ozubulu. 
No one can call that a bridge and yet it is on the 
Trunk A road. It is the only bridge from 
Onitsha to Aha which is very bad ; other bridges 
are very good. I am drawing the attention of 
the Government to that bridge. It is not a very 
long bridge and it will not cost very much to 
rebuild. I want any amount which is going 
to be approved now to be used in replacing 
that bridge. Now, may I then-

The Minister of Finance : It is enough 
now? 

Mr Ekanem : I was voted into this House 
to speak and I have thirty minutes to do so. 
(Interruptions) . I know my hon. Friends are 
anxious to speak. They want me to close my 
speech so that they can speak. I would once 
again ask that immediate attention be given to 
(a) West Avenue road; (b) Uyo-Oron bridge; 
(c) all bridges on the road between Oturkpo 
and Jos; and (d) the bridge between Nnewi 
and Ozubulu. 

I beg to support. 

Mr E. A. Mordi (Asaba Ellst) : I shall be 
very brief because others are anxious to speak. 
I just want to repeat the very, appeal I have been 
making in this House to the Minister of Trans
port about this question of the Niger bridge. 
It has been known so far that there is no provi
sion for a railway track on the bridge. I 
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consider this a very serious omission. If we 
are spending as much as £5 million to construct 
a br.idge, I think it is very reasonable for the 
Government to think of allowing a railway 
track to pass through the bridge at the same 
time that the bridge is being constructed. 

I do not think it is yet too late to carry out 
this modification. At the moment, only the 
pillars are coming up and I am sure that even 
now this very provision can still be made. 
I want to say that if it is going to mean in
creasing the cost of building this bridge, I 
am sure that this House will gladly approve 
of such an increase. I think it is going to 
cost this Government a bit more if this omis
sion is allowed to remain and in 10 or 15 years 
hence we begin to think of constructing 
another bridge which will have a railway track 
on it. I think we can do it once and for all. 
I hope the Minister of Works and Surveys 
will take these points seriously. 

I notice also that under sub-head 1 of this 
particular Head 624 a huge amount of 
£4,500,000 provision is being made for the 
Nigerian Railway Corporation. It is my 
view that as this Government is spending so 
much money for this Railway Corporation, it 
is necessary and it will be reasonable for us 
at the same time to ·ensure that enough S;lfe
guard is ·being made so that this money could, 
be got back, at- least, to make it possible for the 
Railway Corporatiqn to run at a reasonable 
profit. I want to say that there is a very, 
very keen competition against the Railway 
Corporation at the moment by a chain of motor 
trucks between the North and the South. 
'r think this is a very serious thing to be taken 
into consideration by the Government. 

I think that this is very serious because 
after all we should think of the majority of 
people in this country whose taxes are being 
used to give such a heavy loan (£4,500,000) 
to the Railway Corporation. Railway trans
port should not be allowed to collapse just 
because a few people want to become fairly 
rich. This then will be very notorious of 
the country as a whole. 

The other point I want to mention is that 
at the moment we have a Trunk A road in 
the East connecting the South and the North, 
going through Nsukka, Oturkpo and Makurdi 
onwards. I think that we require a similar 
road in the West which will run, at least, 
parallel to the river. Now there is a road 
which has been surveyed already and it has 
been known to be shorter than any other 
distance from the South to the North in the 
Western side of this country. It is the road 
that is supposed to start from Asaba through 
Ubiaja. It is a very, very short road. It is 
less than 30 miles from Asaba to Ubiaja. 
Rather gping round all the way from Asaba to 
Agbor where you have to do about 45 miles 
and then from Agbor to Ubiaja where you 
have to do again another 45 miles, that is mak
ing altogether 90 miles, there is a short cut 
between Asaba and Ubiaja and, in fact, that 
cap go on straight ~o Okenne and Lokoja. 
One has t_o do a distance of less than 100 
miles from Ikenl!e and Lokoja whereas if 
one _has to go tl).rough Asaba, Benin, Owo, 
Lokoja road, one · will have to do about 275 
miles: I think that this has to be considered 
very seriously. 

. Finally, there is the question of bridges. 
There is a particular bridge on the Asaba
Lagos road which I consider to be very, very 
bad. It is the first bridge after Ilesha. I do not 
know how hon. Members feel when they come 
to that place. It is just at the neck of the curve 
and it is so dangerous that if two cars are 
coming in opposite directions and happen to 
meet there, no death trap could be more 
dangerous than that. I have to ask that either 
a diversion be made or that that portion of 
the road be straightened out a bit or that the 
bridge be made much wider than it is at the 
moment. It is a very bad bridge as it is at the 
moment. 

One might say that it is the effect of private 
enterprise and that by our Constitution 
people are free to carry out their own private 
enterprise. That is everyone's fundamental 
human right, it is true, but I think that where 
the interest of the majority clashes with the 
interest of a few people, the interest of the 
majority shoula override. So, I feel that 
-all those who are concerned with this particular 
special competition with the railway transport 
should be advised to look for other avenues 
where their entrepreneural ability can be 
_give_n~vent t_o. · Finally, I said

r nt~O) 
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Several hon. Members : How many times upon the Government to take over this particu-
will you say "finally" ? lar ferry. It appears we give too much room 

• . . to some of these foreign companies. The !dr Mordt : I sa1d the other t~e that the Elder Dempster has been making a lot of money 
bndge at. th~ Asaba-Lagos Road ~etween Agbor in this regard. If one goes to Oron sometime 
and Benm 1s very bad. There 1s no week, so in December, one will see how many cars find 
far. as I . know, tha! there has not bee~ an their way to Calabar and how much the com
accldent m .t~at sect10n ~f the road. . Agam, I pany has actually been making. At this time 
want ~he Mm1ster to co~s1der very se~10usly the when this Government wants money for 
questwn o.f reco~str~ctmg that port10~ of the development, I think tliat all its resources 
road, stra1ghtenmg 1t, thereby reducmg the should be arrested. So, I should appeal to. the 
number of deaths on the road. Minist~r to think as well of taking over this 

I beg to support. ferry. 

Shettima Ali Monguno : Preaching and 
practising brevity, I would like to say just a 
word on sub-head 159-Beni Sheik-Maiduguri 
Road, Trunk Road A21. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys last 
year drew my attention in his Ministerial 
Statement on the Floor of this House to the 
appropriation of half a million pounds for the 
reconstruction of this road. But this year we 
have for it only a hundred thousand pounds. 
I am not, in fact, asking for an explanation for 
the reduction in the amount, but we would like 
to appeal to the Minister to give this work a 
priority. 

I beg to support it. 

Mr T. I. Etukudo (Eket West) : It is un
fortunate that some time ago this Ministry 
conducted a country-wide hydrological· survey · 
of all the Rivers with the exception of the Qua 
Iboe river in Eket. This river empties itself 
in the Atlantic Ocean at Ibuno and it is just 
about 5 miles from Eket to the sea. I should 
like the Minister to make a statement as to 
why it was not surveyed and when it will be 
surveyed. 

It is the intention of the Federal Government 
to establish a second port in the Eastern Region, 
some time in the near future. The survey was 
to determine where this will be possible 
economically and geographically. I should like 
to advise the Minister that perhaps he might 
think of Eket as being unimportant but that 
something good may come out of Nazareth. 
The survey of this river could give a surprise, 
so, I very much call upon the Minister to make 
some arrangements to survey it. 

The second point is the water ferry between 
Calabar and Oron. A Motion was some time 
ago brought to the Floor of this House calling 

I beg to support. 
The Minister of Finance : I think that 

han. Members will appreciate that the Minister 
of W arks and Surveys is not present in t~e 
House. All I can say is that if the points that 
have been made by han. Members are such 
that should be looked into, he will get the 
Hansard and look into them. I do not think 
that there is any point in belabouring issues 
which have been raised once on the Floor of 
this House during this meeting. 

In answer to the Member for Enyong 
South (Mr Ekanem) who has now left the 
Chamber the fact that a Motion is passed on the 
Floor of this House to construct ·a road from 
op.e place to the other does not me~n that the 
surveyors are going to take the track set out 
in the Motion even if it is not economical or if 
it is not possihle to put it through the same 
place. Surely, no Minister or official is 
interested in knowing whether a road is to 
pass through a minority area or not. 

The Federal Government is not a sectional 
Government and we are not interested in 
building roads through the majority areas. 
The country is one, it belongs to all of us and if 
the Federal Government is going to make any 
economic proposition or build roads it will 
build it for Nigeria and not for a section of 
Nigeria. I therefore move that the question 
be now put. 

Question, That the question be now put, put 
· and agreed to. 

Main question put accordingly and agreed to. 
Resolved, That the Expenditure from the 

Development Fund of Thirteen Million, 
One Hundred and Eighty-Nine Thousand 
Pounds for the purposes set out in the Draft 
Estimates of Capital Expenditure, 196~-64. 
under Head 624-Land Transport System1 
be approved. 
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HEAD 625-WATER TRANsPORT SYSTEM There is another river in Ikot Okoro which is 

The Mintster of Finance : I beg to move-

That the Expenditure from the Develop
ment Fund of Two Million, One Hundred 
and Three Thousand, Three Hundred and 
Forty Pounds for the purposes set out in the 
Draft Estimates of Capital Expenditure, 
1963-64, Head 625-Water Transport 
System, be approved. 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation 
(Hon. R. A. NjoUu) : I beg to second. 

The Chairm~n : Mr H. 0. Chuku-

_ ,~ D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East) : On a 
point of' ord¢ as far as the Order Paper is 
concerned, I am the only one who has moved 
~~yt~g to reduce the Head. 

./ Mr J. U. Udenyi (Enyong North): On a 
point of order, the hon. Member for Benin 
East (Mr Oronsaye) alone has sent in over 
256 Amendments. The Parliament is not his 
own alone. 

Mr H. 0. Chuku (Bende Central) : I only 
want to bring to the notice of the Minister of 
'transport the condition of Asaba and Onitsha 
water ways. The Minister is aware that this 
is a very important water way and I would like 
the Minister to consider the possibility of 
having traffic moving on Onitsha-Asaba road 
throughout the night. I say this because a 
lot of money has already been set aside for the 
bridging of the Niger. If this is done and 
transport is made to run the Onitsha-Asaba 
road day and night, this will bring a lot of 
revenue to this country. 

There should be no question of this not 
being possible because the distance is very short 
and we have so many lorries travelling from 
Lagos to the Eastern Region which remain at 
Asaba or Onitsha for days if not for weeks. 
If this is done the number of people now 
working in that area will be increased and 
the Minister will realise a lot of revenue for the 
country. I do not think that there is anything 
that can make it impossible if the Minister 
wants to do it. 

Another point is the point made by an hon 
Member during the debate on Head 624 that 
a road should be constructed to run from 
Urnuahia to Arochuku and to connect Calabar. 

about one pole wide and I would like the 
Minister to consider the possibility of bridging 
that river so as to make it an easy passage for 
the people in the area. This will also help to 
facilitate the work of the police whom we 
understand the Federal Government has sent 
there now to chase smugglers on the road. 

I said some time ago that this road should 
be handed over to the Federal Government so 
as to make it a Trunk A road. I have also 
said that the Federal Government should not 
reap where it does not sow. If this road is of 
any use to the Federal Government it must be 
taken over immediately from the Eastern 
Regional Government. · 

I beg to support. 

Oba S. A. Oladiran (Okitipupa South) : 
Whilst speaking on this Head 625, I have to 
bring it to the notice of the Minister of Trans
port that it is most regrettable that little or no 
importance is attached to water transport 
system in almost all the parts of the Western 
Region, particularly, in Okitipupa Division. 
The House will agree with me that the Gover
nor-General is now on a tour of parts of the 
Western Region and most of his journey is to 
be taken by land route, and in addition-

The Chairman : Order ! Standing order 
26 (8) states that the Governor-General's name 
should not be used to lay stress on any argument. 

Chief A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : On a 
point of explanation, is it not good for an Oba 
of Chief Oladiran's calibre to be at home now 
to receive the Governor-General ? 

Oba Oladiran : I want to develop my 
argument. The importance of water transport 
system in most parts of Western Nigeria cannot 
over-stressed. We all know that people travel
ling from Lagos to Warrior Sapele pass through 
Okitipupa before reaching Sapele in Omimi 
Ejo's constituency. Too much attention is 
being paid to that marshy area, Koko, while 
Okitipupa, which is a dry land, has not been 
given any attention. Why ? 

It is high time the Minister of Transport 
should erect a modern store and a jetty in 
Igekebo. Sometime last year I made this 
request and the Minister doubted my statement 
that it is the responsibility of the Federal 

(lln) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

2235 [Appropriation (1963-64) 27 APRIL 1963 ' Bill: Committee] 2236 

Government to provide these things and since As fl).r as Koko is concerned, Koko is a sea 
then only minor repairs have been made to the port and should not be confused with smaller 
wharf. I have to inform the Minister that I am places li~e Okitipupa~ which may be river 
now i¢'ormed that this is the Federal Govern- ports, and Koko has been approved by this 
mep,t's responsibility ~nd the Federal ~overn- G~vernment as <l: Federal port and it is now 
met1t should see to 1t that these thmgs are bemg developed mto a first class port, and I 
provided. thi~ it is being developed just in time before 

the creation of the Mid-West State. 
Furthermore, I would like a shelter to be 

built at the wharf for the people travelling who 
are waitil}g for transport. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Transport : I would like 
to assure the hon. Member for Bende Central 
(Mr Chuku) that my Ministry is doing its 
best te-improve the ferry service between Asaba 
and Onitsha. We hope that very soon another 
ferry will be available there. At one time, I 
think it was last year, we tried night crossings 
but I do not think they were very successful. 
As he has mentioned it again I will look into 
the matter and see whether we can do some
thing about it. 

~ ....... ~ ... ~ 

He mentioned a certain bridge ,.in Eastern 
Nigeria which he wants built across a road 
which is a Regional · road. I would like to 
explain that bridges over rivers o.r; streams 
along regional roads are not Federal: resp6nsi:
bilities. Even where there is a ferry . service 
run by the Inland Waterways Department we 
do it on an agency basis for the Regional 
Governments because they have not got the 
staff to provide such services. So that is a 
matter which should be taken up in the 
Eastern Region legislature. 

"\-,. 
I would like to refer briefly to what Oba 

Oladiran said about Okitipupa area. I would 
like to say that as far as. Inland Waterways 
activities are concerned, the people of Okitipupa 
should not complain. As a matter of fact, 
they are having more than their due spare of 
the activities of this Department because they 
have got so many creeks in that area. The 
officials of this Department are busy ' clearing 
the snags along the waterways but they:, can 
only operate on Federal waterways. There 
are so many waterways in that area and I have 
discussed it with my colleague the Minister of 
Communications several times and with the. 
Oba himself. We can -o~ly look after those 
which are our responsibility, we cannot afford 
to go beyond that, 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved : That the Expenditure from the 
Development Fund of Two Million, one 
Hund;ed and Three Thousand, Three Hundred 
and Forty Pounds for the purposes set out in 
the Draft Estimates of Capital Expenditure, 
1963-64, under Head 625-Water Transpor-t 
System, be approved. 

HEAD 626__:.AIR TRANSPORT SYSTEM 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to move, 
That the Expenditure from the Development 
Fund of Two Million, Sixty-Seven Thousand, 
Five Hundred and Fifty Po'!lnds for the 

·purposes set out in the Draft EstimateS of 
Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 
626-Air Transport System, be approved. 

. The Minister of Transport and Aviation 
(Hon. R. A. Njoku): I beg to second. 

Chief A. F. Odulana (Iiebu South) : The 
only thing I want to talk about is one _item 
relating to Sub-head 209-electrical equipment 
for Lagos Airport. The Estimate here is 
£109,100. All I want ~to say is that those 
concerned, the Ministry that is going to erect 
or that is going to buy this equipment, should 
utilise this money in the best way. We do 
not want scrapped equipment or second-ham! 
equipment which is useless in other places. 
The people buying these equipment, the 
people concerned should go to places like 
Germany, Italy, America and other countries 
to buy us the best equipment in the market. 
We must not say that because the British 
traiued us therefore we must continue to buy 
their scrapped equipment, things that are no 
longer useful in their country. 

That is the note of warning I want to sound. 
I beg to support. 

Mr E. 0 . Ifezue (Orlu North): I just wam 
to alert the Committee on one thing which I 
feel is a national issue and that is the fact that 
the Nigeria Airways trained some NigeriaA 
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(MR IFEZUE) 
boys overseas at a cost of about £5,000 each 
and when these boys came home they were 
only allowed to be what they call "Observation 
Pilots". I want the Minister to investigate this. 
We take pleasure and pride in having our boys 
flying these aircraft. 

I travelled in a Fokker Friendship to Ghana 
and I thought a Nigerian would fly me but I 
did not find such a thing. I think it is an 
important thing which the Minister himself 
should investigate. 

Another thing is that air transport fares are 
very high in this country and that is why many 
people do not travel by air. This thing should 
be reduced. If we give loans to the Airways 
we should make sure that the interest is very 
low so as to allow the Airways to reduce 
transport fares. 

We have also heard so much talk about 
Onitsha Airport and I thought that by this 
time it should be in use. I just want the 
Minister to quicken the work there so that we 
from the East can use that air strip. 

I support. 
The Minister of Transport : I would like 

to refer to what the hon. Member for Ijebu 
South (Chief Odulana) said. I want to assure 
him that we are going to buy the equipment 
from the best market. We do not tie ourselves 

· to any particular market. 
As regards our pilots, I am quite sure hon. 

Members will agree that their job is very 
specialised and that only fully qualified people, 
whether Nigerians or expatriates, should be 
used. What we normally do is this. When the 
pilots, Nigerians or expatriates, qualify, if 
there is a new aircraft to be introduced every 
one of them, starting from the Staff Pilot, the 
most senior pilot, will have to undergo what 
they call a "familiarisation course". In other 
words, they go in to the place at which the 
aircraft was bought and make themselves 
familiar with the instrument in that particular 
plane before they are allowed to fly it and 
that is exactly what we are doing. 

One of the Nigerian Captains has gone 
through this course and the other one is doing 
it now. When they have familiarised them
selves, then they will be given the opportunity 
to fly it. 

Question put and agreed to, 

Resolved, That the Expenditure from the 
Development Fund of Two Million, Sixty
Seven Thousand, Five Hundred and Fifty 
Pounds for the purposes set out in the Draft 
Estimates of Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, 
under Head 626-Air Transport System, be 
approved. 

HEAD 627.-COMMUNICATIONS 
The Minister of Finance : I beg to move, 

That the Expenditure from the Development 
Fund of One Million, Four Hundred and 
Ten Thousand and Twenty Pounds for the 
purposes set out in the Draft Estimates of 
Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 
627-Communications, be approved. 

The Minister of Transport : I beg to 
second. 

Mr D. K. Aihonsu (Egbado North): 
Thank you Mr Chairman, I begin to doubt 
the integrity of the people who give us figures 
about -~he amount of business transacted in 
each of our Postal Agencies in this country 
because each time we ask for the amount of 
business . transacted by these Postal Agencies 
we are given figures that do not exist. Here 
one finds conversion of Postal Agencies into 
Sub-Post Offices-(Interruptions). 

I want all hon. Members in this House to 
sympathise with me because the Federal 
Government does not seem to think that my 
constituency is a part of Nigeria. I say this 
because in the whole of my constituency 
(I have been saying it on the Floor of this 
House), there is not a single Post Office, and 
that is the only amenity this Federal Govern
ment can provide in my constituency. 

We have roads maintained by the Regional 
Government, we have water supply also given 
to us by the Regional Government, but when 
we come to the question of Postal Agencies, 
these people begin to tell us that the amount 
of business transacted is not enough. I want 
the Federal Government to think about this 
very seriously. There is no point for anybody 
to be discriminated against. 

Chief Odulana : I do not want the hon. 
Gentleman to mislead this House that the 
Federal Government is discriminating. In 
his constituency there are two Ministers in the 
Western Regional Government. What have 
they done for him ? 
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Mr Aihon!fu: It ·is unfortunate that my 
hon. Friend the Member for Ijebu South 
(Chiej'"Odulana) does not know the duties of 
Regional Governmentll. It is not the duty 
of the Western Regional Government to 
provide the peopl~ of Egbado North with Post 
Offices. · ~hen we com.e to the question of 
provision of new post offict,:s we have ~ very 
big amount provided there about . .£·p0,000. 
Out of this money I am sure.,npt a si~gle 

.. farthing will COVle to Egbado Division.·, _;' .. 
. . .. 
I am appealing to the Federal Government 

to come to our aid and see that a post office is 
built for the people of Egbado North. The 
pedple of Egbado North do not know that the 
Federal ,Government exists ·at all because the 
Federaf' ' Govein!l)exit ·has not . provided any 
amenity for the people of that are'a. 

Shettima Ali Monguno: Just a word on 
Sub-head 125. May I take this opportunity to 
appeal to the Minister concerned for the 
expansion of the post office at Maiduguri and 
also to explore the possibility of building a new 
one there in view of the progress so far made 
on the ~ornu . Railway Extension and .in view 
also of t}j.e increa.se in the population of the 
town of Maiduguri. 

Wher~uj)Qn the Minis~er of Fjn~nce rose in his 
place an4 cl(limed to move, That the.'Question be 
izow put. ! • 

Question, That ,the Qu~stion ··be now put, put 
and agreed to. '.,, · · ... 

Main Question put accordingly and agr..eed to. 

Resolved, That the Expenditure t:rom the 
Development Fund of One Million, Four 
Hundred and Ten Thousand and Twenty 
Pounds for the purposes set out in the Draft 
Estimates of Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, 
under Head 627-Communications, be 
approved. 

And being 11.45 a.m .. the Chairman left the 
Chair to report Progress and ask leave to ·sit 
again. 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 
Committee Report Progress-'-to sit again on 

Monday. < 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motiqn made and Question proposed, That 

this House do now adjourn. {THE MINISTER 
OF TRANSPORT). 

,. 
• , ' • 

R.Anw NIGERIA CoMMERCIAL SERVIC!! 

Mr D. D. U. Okay (Port Harcourt) : The 
point I wish to raise on the Motion for Adjourn
ment is in respect of the Commercial Service of 
Radio Nigeria. May I know from the Minister 
of Information whether the Commercial Service 
of Radio Nigeria is a profitable venture ? If 
so, will the hon. Minister tell Parliament how 
much money had been collected from adverti
sers in respect of goods advertised by the 
Commercial Service of Radio Nigeria, since hs 
inception till 31st December, 1'962? < • 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister oflnformation (Mr S. A. Yerokun) : 
In reply to the first part of the question, . tb;e, . 
answer is yes. The organisation of the 
Commercial Service of Radio Nigeria is most 
successful and is definitely a profitable venture. 

With regard to the second part of the 
question, the total revenue collected since its 
inception in November 19,60 is £143,493, 
made up as follows :- ' 

November 1960-March 1961 
April1961-March 1962 
April 1962-December 1962 

LAWS OF NIGERIA 

£21,604 
£61,522 
£60,367 

Mr F. A. M. Amadi (Nsukka C~ntral) ;j 
wish to raise this matter on Adjournrnent ·fot: 
the Minister of Justice to answer. I think we. 
should consider seriously three categories o! 
people in connection with this ma.tter. · First' . 
of all the Legislators. 

t 
The Legislators as l~w makers should know . 

the law that they make, The second set of' 
people are the leaders of the community who 
should also have within their reach the laws 
of the land so as to advise when necess.ary 
the less fortunate who do not have these laws 
at their disposal. Lastly, the people whose. 
profession deals with the law, ~e Lawyers. 

On behalf of these three categories of people 
I wish to appeal to the Minister of Justice to 
consider the advisability of reducing the price of 
the Laws of Nigeria even though it may not be 
a profit making venture because I feel that the 
possession of these laws will go a long · way 
towards making the people more law abiding. 
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(MR AMADI] 
Another point for which I would like to have 

an answer which is also related to the law is 
the· case of the unfortunate people who lose 
their parents particularly their fathers intestate. 
It is common experience that very soon young 
boys and girls in schools have got to be turned 
out of school 'for lack of fees even though their 
father saved some money but deposited the 
money fortunately or unfortunately in the Post 
Office Savings Bank with the result that, 
because of the length of time of checking by 
the Administrator-General before releasing the 
money, such unfortunate people suffer for no 
fault of their own for what is supposed to be 
the wisdom of their fathers. I would like the 
Minister to make a statement on these two 
points. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Justice : It is true that the 
Attorney-General and Minister of Justice 
made a promise on the Floor of this House that 
as soon as possible Laws of Nigeria will be 
supplied to hon. Members, but since then, we 
have discovered that there are so many changes 
and Amendments in various sets of the Laws 
of Nigeria that we consider it no longer prudent 
to supply hon. Members with Laws which are 
not up to date. So, we have made arrange
ments to serialise most of these laws, get them 
documented and we shall pass them on to hon. 
Members when they are ready. At the 
moment, I do not hold the view that it may be 
possible for us to give them out free of charge 
or to reduce the fees, but we shall do our best. 

Mr F. C. Akwiwu: On a point of order, 
would the Minister not give us what he has 
because amendments are never completed. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Justice : I think it will be more 
appropriate to let Members know that it is going 
to take a very short time to be ready. I do not 
think it is good if we give it to-day and next 
month we find that almost all the provisions are 
obsolete. I will pass this information on to the 
bon. the Attorney-General. 

The other point is the question of the 
administration of estates. As a matter of fact, 
members of the public are not aware of the diffi
culties we have in the administration of estates. 
In many cases, there l!:>ed to be legal problems 
to solve about the children of deceased persons 
trying to fight over estates, this one saying he is 
the legal son of ,the parent and so on and so 
forth. The problem is always so great that it is 
impossible for the Administrator to get things 
done. 

We have, however, 'made.some provisions to 
make it possible for next-of-kins t~ be consi
dered and I do hope that this matter will be 
fully considered in future. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : It 
does not seem tl1at the Minister of Justice wants 
to circulate these laws to hon. Members. The 
report of the Coker Commission of Inquiry 
appointed by this Parliament has been published 
The Minister of Justice is having some copies, 
but hon. Members have not any. I wonder if 
this Ministry is willing to give Members copies 
of this report appointed by this, Parliament. 
We are entitled to copies of all reports made 
by Commissions of Inquiry which we have 
appointed in this House without our having 
to plead or ask for them. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Justice : The question of Coker 
Commission is not the responsibility of the 
Attorney-General. 

The Minister of Information : I would 
like to know when this House will consider the 
possibility of conferring an honorary degree of 
doctor of laws on my hon. Friend, the Parlia
mentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice, 
in view of the fact that he is doing excellent 
job of work. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

Adjourned accordingly at six minutes to 
twelve o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES of the Commonwealth and, in common with 
NIGERIA all other countries in this unique institution, 

Monday, 29th April, 1963 
The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

Proposal for Republic of Nigeria 

The Prime Minister : I have given an 
undertaking to make a statement during the 
present sitting of Parliament on the subject of 
constitutional changes leading to a republican 
form of government in this country. I am, 
therefore, very glad to take this opportunity 
to make a statement on this very important 
issue. (Hear, hear). 

In fashioning the present Constitution which 
came into effect on the 1st of October, 1960, 
the leaders of this country decided of their own 
volition to maintain the formal link with 
the Queen as Head of State. This position, 
it will be generally agreed, was useful in the 
early stages of independence and was regarded 
as an interim arrangement. As evidenced 
from the views widely expressed in this 
country, it is the wish of this Parliament and 
of the people of Nigeria that the time has come 
for a review of the present position in order 
to reflect more realistically the independence 
and the sovereignty of Nigeria. 

I am, therefore, glad to inform this honour
able House that, after consulting the Regional 
Governments, the Federal Government has 
decided to take the necessary steps in bringing 
about the desired changes in the Constitution 
to make Nigeria a Republic by October 1963. 
(Applause). Accordingly, His Excellency the 
Governor-General has communicated this wish 
of the Government and people of Nigeria to 
Her Majesty the Queen. At the same time, 
I have also informed all Heads of Governments 
in the Commonwealth of this decision in 
accordance with the usual . pr~ctice within the 
Commonwealth. 

In taking this step, our present constitutio~al 
position with the Queen will be affected. We 
do not intend to sever our relationship with the 
Commonwealth or to abandon our membership 
of that Free Association of Sovereign States. 
It is our intention to ~;p~tinue as a full member 

to accept the Queen as the Head of the Com
monwealth. We ' nave also communicated 
this intention to all other Governments of the 
Commonwealth and I am glad to report that 
our proposals in this respect have met with 
favourable response from all quarters. (Hear, 
hear). 

Hon. Members will have ample opportunity 
to debate whatever proposed changes we have 
for the republican form of government which 
we hope to have. -The Federal Government 
intends to produce a White PaFCr to be debated 
not only in the Federal Parliament but also in 
all the Regional Legislatures. The White 
Paper will also form the basis of the constitu
tional framework. (Applause). 

Pat"--\iamentary Delegations 

The Mittister ~f Finance : On the 2nd of 
April, this Hpuse formally resolved-

That in ord,er to bring mutual understanding 
and co-operation with other nati01ZS, this House 
urges the Government to send Parliamentary 
delegations to Commonwealth and other 
countries in Asia, America and Europe. 

Quite apart from the delegation which will 
visit Malaya in October under the auspices of 
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 
I am authorised by the Rt. hem. the Prime 
Minister to inform Parliament that the Govern
ment intends to arrange for Parliamentary 
delegations to visit other countries later this 
year. Such 01rrangements cannot be made 
overnight but it is Government's intention to 
put this in hand at once so that arrangements 
may be concluded during the next meeting of 
Parliament. 

To this end, I trust that Party Whips will 
discuss this matter with the Clerk of the 
Parliaments before they leave Lagos tomorrow. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
TRANSPORT 
New Railway 

0.416 Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Transport, whether he will consider 
advising ·the Railway Corporation to construct 
a suburban railway line from Ibadan to Ilorin 
to link the ancient and populous towns of 
Fiditi, Oyo, to serve the people of Awe, Ilora, 
Iseyin, Shaki, etc., and Ogbomosho-to sub
serve the people of Ikoyi Oko, Ejigbo, etc . 
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The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Transport and Aviation (Mr 
F. E. Offor): Necessary investigations have 
been made by the Nigerian Railway Corporation 
and it has been found that the line envisaged 
would not be a paying concern. 

Proposed Onitsha Aerodrome 

0.735. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Minister 
of Transport, if in view of land acquisition 
problems, he will consider the establishment of 
the proposed Onitsha aerodrome at Abagana 
where suitable site can be freely granted by the 
local community. 

Mr F. E. Offor : No Sir. The present site 
is considered the most suitable but if circum
stances finally dictate the selection of another · 
site other neighbouring areas will be considered 
but I regret to say that Abagana is too far away 
from Onitsha to vvarrant serious consideration 
for this project. 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu: Is the Minister aware of 
the fact that Ikej2 is as far away from Lagos as 
Abagana is froin Onitsha ? 

Enugu-Onitsha Railway 

0.736. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Minister 
of Transport why proposals for an Enugu
Onitsha railway was not included in the Six
Year Developrrtent Plan and if he vvill make a 
statement. 

Mr Offor: : A traffic and engineering survey 
invariably precedes any proposal to construct 
a railway. No such survey has yet been done 
in tespect of the Enugu-Onitsha route and it 
was, therefore, not included in the Six-Year 
Development Plan. 

Airport Land Rentals 

0.737. Mr I. S. Onwuchekwa asked the 
Minister of Transport what annual rate of 
rental is payable per acre for all lands acquired 
by the Government for airports throughout 
the Federation and if the same rate is paid for 
each area thus acquired. 

Mr Offor : Airports and aerodromes are 
built on land acquired by the Federal Govern-

at the time of acquisition at rates which vary 
according to the position and economic value 
of the land. 

Oil Refinery Railway 

*0.738. Mr I. S. Onwuchekwa asked the 
Minister of Transport, what has become of 
the proposed railway line from Elelenwa to 
the oil refinery area. 

Mr Offor : The Nigerian Railway Corpora
tion has already surveyed the proposed line 
and has submitted its findings to the BP-Shell 
Petroleum Refinery Company. The decision 
to build the Railway line depends on advice 
from the Refinery that such a line is necessary. 

A papa Wharf Extension 

0.739. Mr D. Senu-Oke asked the Minister 
of Transport, if he will make necessary arran
gements to ensure that the proposed Apapa 
Wharf extension will not interfere with the 
rights of fishermen who at present make 
regular use of the lagoon in their small craft 
and canoes on their way to Badagry. 

Mr Offor : The answer to this Question is 
not yet ready. 

Shipping Line Staff 

0.740. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Minister 
of Transport, if he will state what is the number 
of Nigerian and Expatriate officers respectively 
employed by the National Shipping Line. 

Mr Offor : There are 47 Nigerian and 150 
Expatriate officers at present employed by the 
Nigerian National Line. Of these, 9 Nigerians 
and 2 Expatriates are employed in Nigeria 
while . 38 Nigerians and 148 Expatriates are 
employed abroad on the Company's ships and 
ashore. 

Mr Ogbalu : Will the Minister explain 
why there is discrimination against Mricans 
from other Mrican countries in employment 
in the Shipping Line, bearing in mind that 
there are some Nigerians employed by the 
Black Star Line. Evidence can be led to show 
that some people have been discriminated 

against. 

ment for which no annual rental is payable. Mr Offor : There is nothing like discrimina-
Compensation is paid to the owner of the land tion in the Nigerian Shipping Line. 
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Further Railway Extension 

0.750. Mr B. U. Ukpong asked the Minister 
of Transport, if he will advise the Nigerian 
Railway Corporation to consider the desirability 
of extending the railway line from Aba or 
Umuahia to Oron via Ikot-Ekpene to cope with 
the growing trade in this area. 

Mr Offor : Engineering and Traffic Surveys 
show that the extension sought by the hon. 
Member is not economically justified. . Road 
transport is presently capable of moving all 
produce in this area to Port Harcourt. 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

Deported Aliens 

0.417. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Internal Affairs, how many aliens 
have been deported from the country since 
Ind~pendence. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs (Aihaji 
the hon. Shehu Shagari) : Three aliens have 
been deported from Nigeria since Independence. 

Enugu Warders' Quarters 
0.596. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked the Minister 

of Internal Affairs, if he will improve the prison 
warders' quarters in Enugu as they are now 
dilapidated. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari : I refer 
the hon. Member to the answer given to 
Question No. 0.557 as that answer covers this 
Question also. 

Deported Persons 
0.598. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 

Minister of Internal Affairs, how many persons 
have been deported from Nigeria since 1st · 
October, 1960 and whether he will make a 
statement giving the reasons which led to these 
deportations and the countries to which they 
were deported to. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari : Eight 
persons have been deported from Nigeria since 
the 1st October, 1960. 

Their particulars are as follows :-

1. GHAZI }AMMAL.- Lebanese national
Convicted on two counts of stealing
_Deported to Beirut on lOth February, 1961. 

2. CHRISTIAN KENNEY.-Ghanaian Na
tional-4 criminal Co!lvictions in Nigeria
Deported to Ghana May 1961. 

3. JoHN ABBOUD.-Lebanese National
At present serving sentence for cheating 
Board of Customs. Deportation order 
issued. 

4. DENNIS SUGAR.- Ethiopian National
deported to Ethiopia (Abyssinia) Undesirable 
character. 

5. ANNERTEY ABBEY.-Ghanaian Nation
al-Deported to Ghana following conviction 
for Immigration offences. 

6. F AKI BuRMA.-Camerounian-Depor
ted to Camerouns in 1961-Undesirable 
character. 

7. KAcHALLA ABu HAWA.-Camerounian 
- Deported to Camerouns in 1961-Un
desirable character. 

8. GARBA CARPENTER.- Native of Chad 
Republic. Deported to Chad in 1961-
Undesirable character. 

Afikpo Prisons Staff 

0.600. Mr N. Enwo asked the Minister of 
Internal Affairs, why the Prison Authority 
allows its staff in Afikpo Division to be housed 
in private houses. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari : A total of 
71 warders lived in private quarters at Afikpo 
at various times from 1952-62 at a total cost of 
£1,448-8s-5d to Government in respect of 
lodging allowances. There are 18 warders 
living in private quarters at present. 

0.601. Mr N. Enwo asked the Minister of 
Internal Affairs, if he will state the number of 
prison warders who had to live in private houses 
from 1952 to 1962 in Afikpo ; how much did it 
cost the Government by way of rents, and how 
many warders still live in private houses. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari : A total of 
71 warders lived in private quarters at Afikpo 
at various times from 1952 to 1962 at a total 
cost of £1,448-8s-5d to Government in respect 
of lodging allowances. There are 18 warders 
living in private quarters at present. 

0.743. Mr N. Enwo asked the Minister of 
Internal Affairs, whether prison warders and 
their families at Afikpo Divisional Prison get 
free medical treatment like other Government 
officials. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari : The 
warders pay hospital bills but by arrangement 
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the amonnts are later refunded to them by the The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Health, Enugu, which, in due Minister of Commerce and Industry 
course, debits the Federal Government. (Alhaji Usman Angulu Ahmed): The achieve

Obubra Prisons Quarters 

0.752. Mr U. U. Eko asked the Minister of 
Internal Affairs, whether he has any plans for 
the improvement of the prison quarters at 
Obubra. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari : Yes, Sir. 
There are plans for improvements to both 
prison and prison staff quarters at Obubra, 
from funds available under the Economic 
Programme. 

Calabar Province Prison Population 
0.754. Mr B. U. Ukpong asked the Minister 

of Internal Affairs, how many male and female 
prisoners are in each of the following prisons : 
Ikot Ekpene, Abak, Uyo, Eket and Calabar. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari : As at 
Thursday 11th April, 1963, the number of 
prisoners in each of the stations is as follows :-

Ikot Ekpene 
Uyo 
Abak 
Eket 
Calabar 

Males Females 
548 45 
563 43 
170 

69 
649 

6 
17 

Ikot Ekpene Prison 

0.755. Mr B. U. Ukpong asked the Minister 
of Internai Affairs, whether he will consider 
the desirability of expanding and improving 
the Ikot ·Ekpene prison to match the status 
of that town as the Headquarters of Annang 
Province. 

Alhaji the hon. Shehu Shagari .: There 
is no room for further expansion of the prison. 
The barbed wire security fence has recently 
been replaced by perimeter walls. Improve
ments are being effected to all the Federal 

. Prisons according to funds made available under 
the Economic Programme. 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
Trade Fair 

0.658. Mr I. A. Brown asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, If he will state 
what success has been achieved· as a result of 
the International Trade Fair held in Lagos 
last year. 

ments of an International Trade Fair are of 
a long term nature and any attempt to evaluate 
them over a short period at best must be 
unsatisfactory. Even so it is generally agreed 
that Nigeria emerged from her first Inter
national Trade Fair better known and her 
Six-Year Development Plan better under
stood; by the most important developed 
countries of the world. Forty-one foreign 
Governments participated in it. 

Since the conclusion of the Fair, my Ministry 
has received, and it is hoped will continue to 
receive, serious enquiries on investment and 
other possibilities that may ultimately lead to 
the expansion of Nigeria's trade and industry. 

Trade Agreement with U.S.S.R. 
0.659. Mr I. A. Brown asked the Minister 

of Commerce and Industry, if he will make a 
statement on the trade agreement signed be
tween Nigeria and the Soviet Union. 

Alhaji Usman A. Ahmed : The trade 
agreement with the Soviet Union has only 
been initialled. It still has to be signed and 
ratified before it comes into effect. 

However, the Minister can at this stage 
inform the House as he has done on previous 
occasions that the agreement provides for must 
favoured nation treatment in matters relating 
to trade and navigation, and also provides a 
framework for the expansion of trade between 
both countries. The agreement is expected 
to be signed later in the year. 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): Is the "most 
favoured nation" clause in consonance with 
non-alignment ? 

Proposed Industries 

0.603. Mr V. A. Nwalieji asked the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, what plans 
he has for establishing industries during the 
development period and where will these 
industries be sited. 

Alhaji Usman A Ahmed : I refer the hon. 
Member to columns 772/3 of the Official 
Report for Monday, 8th April where he will 
find my Minister's statement on the efforts 
being made to set up a number of industries 
categorised as being of major economic 

(1140) 



F ederai ·Parliament Debates 
2251 [Oral Answers] 29 APRIL 1963 [Oral Answers] 22S2 

mportance to the country. It is hoped that Alhaji Usm.an A. ~med: None, Sir. As 
all the industries · mentioned there will be the Minister has said on many occasions this 
established during the current development session, the Federal Government commissions 
period. feasibility studies for the establishment of 

industries. In this re~pect, great emphasis 
has been placed on the major projects, e.g., 
iron and steel and fertilizer, of the Develop
ment Plan. The results of these studies will 
be made available to interested industrialists 
and agencies. 

In deciding the location of those industries, 
or others that may be established in future, the 
Minister will be guided by recommendations 
of the experts commissioned to undertake 
feasibility studies of each of the industries. 

Mr Nwalieji : How does the Minister 
know where these ii).dustries will be sited with
out a comprehensive survey of the country ? 

Yam Processing 

0.604 Mr P. I. Ejukwa asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, what plans he has 
for establishing a yam processing factory which 
will enable the majority of the citizens of the 
country enjoy more valuable yam food. 

Alhaji Usman A. Ahmed : The Ministry 
has no plans for the establishment of a yam 
processing factory, but laboratory-scale investi
gations are being undertaken into the 
production of dried yam powder. The West 
Mrican Stores Products Research Unit is also 
undertaking investigations into more efficient 
methods of storing·yams. 

Trade Relations with the East 

0.745. Mr I. S. Onwuchekwa asked the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, what 
countries in the Eastern Bloc have direct trade 
relations with Nigeria and in what commodities. 

Alhaji Usman A. Ahmed : Nigeria has 
direct trade relations with the following 
countries in the Eastern bloc :-Czechoslo
vakia, Poland, Hungary, Yugoslavia, U.S.S.R., 
and Bulgaria. 

Nigeria's main imports from these countries 
are Cotton Fabrics, Salt, Sugar, Cement, 
Blankets and Rugs, Household Utensils, and 
other manufactured goods ; exports to them 
consist in the main of Groundnuts, Rubber, 
Palm Kernels, Groundnut Oil, Raw Cocoa 
beans and Palm Oil. 

Chocolate industry 
. , . Company Registration Office 

0.605. Mr P. I. Ejukwa asl,ted the' Mmister. 
of Commerce and Industry, what plans he has -. *0.746. Mr T. I. Etukudo asked the 
for the establishment of a cha&olate industry Minister of Commerce and Industry if he will 
in Nigeria. establish a branch at Uyo of that section of his 

• , Ministry, w~ich .de~s with the registration of 
Alhaji Usman A. Ahmed : The 'Ministry ne": compames, m. v1ew ~f the fact that people 

has no plan for the establishment of a chocolate settmg up small mdustnes have to travel to 
industry but it is known that the Western. Port Harcourt and also to obtain registration. 
Nigeria Government have given considerable 
thought to the establishment of such an 
industry. 

Other Industries 

0.607. Mr J. 0. Olaore asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, what industries 
were specifically initiated by the Federal 
Government since the launching of the Six
Year Development Programme; where are 
they located and how many Nigerians are 
employed in each industry. 

Alhaji Usman A. Ahmed : The Ministry 
has in Eastern Nigeria branch Offices at Port 
Harcourt, Aha, Onitsha and Calabar. The 
Member, the Minister hopes, is not suggesting 
that there should be a branch office of his 
Ministry in every town in Nigeria. He 
wishes to recall that at one time his Ministry 
had in Eastern Nigeria only one office-at 
Port Harcourt. When circumstances justified 
it, offices were opened in Aha, Onitsha and 
Calabar. This trend will continue in the 
future. 
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Iron and Steel Industry 

0.756. Mr P. U. Qkeke asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, when the propbsed 
Iron and Steel Industry. will be established. . , . 

0.757. Mr P. U. Okeke asked the Miriister 
of Commerce and IndUstry . wher'e the .£30 
million Iron and Steel Industry will be sited. 

0.780. Mr G. 0. D,. Eneh asked the 
Minister of Commerce .a,n!i Industry, if h'e will 
make a statement on the sitigg of the proposed 
Iron Mill. · 

I~ ' ~ ' 

Alhaji Usman A. Ahmed : With' your · 
permission, Sir, I intend to take Questions 
0.756, 0.757 and 0.780 together. As the 
voluminous series of reports submitted by 
consultants are still being studied by the 
Government, it is difficult to make any 
statement now on when and where the proposed 
lron and Steel Industry will be established. 

ALLEGATION REGARDING PORTS 
AUTHORITY AND SHIPPIN~ 'LINE 

The Minister of Transport 'and" Aviation 
(Hon. R. A. Njoku): On the 8th of April, in the 
course of the debate ori the Second Reading of 
the Appropriation Bill, the Memb~r for . Uyo 
South-West (Mr Brown) created qUlte:a stir on 
the Floor of this House by alleging soi:rie fantas
tic transaction between the Nigerian National 
Shipping Line and the Nigeria!). J.>or.ts Autho
rity in relation to a RollS 'Royce car.' ·-:-

The hon. Membe-r. said that an official of the 
Nigerian National Lin;e bought a Rolls R0yce 
car which became unuseable after four years, 
that the official then sent the car on board a 
Nigerian Nat~<mal Line ship to London for 
repairs asking "for it to be sold there. But on 
finding that this reconditioned Rolls Royce car 
could only fetch £300 in London, he demandeP. 
its reshipment to Nigeria, and then sold it to the 
Nigerian Ports Authority for £3,000. After 
three months' use oy the Nigerian Ports Autho
rity, the car became unuseable and went off the 
road, and-according to the hon. Memher-the 
car was recently disp.()sed of for only £50. 

Sir, this is a story which, as the Minister 
responsible for the Ports Authority and the 
Line, I promised to investigate fully and since, 
if it were true, it would have portrayed irrespon
sibility of the greatest order. Accordingly, · a 

thorough · inqulry inti> this allegation was 
ordered by me, and it is with very ·great relief 
that I now report to the House that I have . 
found the hon, Member's story absolutely false 
and without any found~tion . 

· Several hon. Members : Sha11_1e, shame. 

The Ministe~ of Transport and Aviation : 
In the first place, no official of the Nigerian 
National Line has ever bought a Rolls Royce 
car and so, the story about the National. Line 
and the car is untrue. In the seconqplace, the 
.Nigerian Ports Authority has never purchased 
·a Rolls Royce car or any 'other·, (:ar, new or 
second-hand, from any official .~f the Nigerian 
National Line, or even from anfprivate person. ·· 

So, my answer is that this entire story, I am 
afraid, is a fabrication of the worst kind. May I 
therefore, seize this opportunity to appeal to the 
Member for Uyo South-West, to check his 
allegations before bringing them to the Floor 
of this House. 

Chief D. ;N. Abii (Owerri East): He should 
apologise to this House for telling :'us, lies. 

. ' ' ! 

The' l\1inister of Transport and Aviation: 
Sir, we consider Members' statements on the 
Floor of this H0use ·as very important and they 
are meant to carry some weight. But this 
statement can only be based on facts and facts 
can always be ascertained in the various Minis
tries. I am prepared to discuss any matters 
qmcerning my Ministry with any hon. Member 
at any convenient time and I would appeal 

' that such a discussion should be held before any 
statements like this are made. 

I 

I have discharged my obligations or investi
gating this allegation, and reporting to the 
House. The Member ·for Uyo 'South-West 
(Mr Brown) will, I ·hope, discharge his own 
obligation after .hearing me, namely, to with
draw his statement and· tc;> ;lpologise to this 
House. 

Mr I': A!. Brown (Uyo South West): I must 
regret that the- ' 

Dr P. U. Okeke (O,nitsha North Central) : 
On a point of order, · I .thjnk it is high time we 
revoked the Member for Uye Smith 'West's 
parliamentary immunity in this House. f 

Mr Brown : I must regret the methods 
used by the l\1inis~ers in the Federal Govern
ment while carrying out investigations on 
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matters before this honourable House. May· Minister on the efficient way he has carried 
I say that if my hon. Friend, the Minister of out the business of this session. 
Transport ~rid .Aviation is still of.the opinion An hon. M~mber : You alwavs agree with 
that my allegattons are false, .I Will challenge h · · 
him to set up a commission 'of enquiry ao.d Jm. 
I will call those within his Ministry who gav~ , Chief Odulana : Not that I always agree 
me the information to come and give evidence with him, but this is the right way to do it. 
on such a commission of enquiry. You will There is no doubt that hon. Members are fully 
surely be- satisfied that we have had enough to do and 

Mr Speaker : Order, order ! Public busi-
ness. 

Mr A. U: D. Mbah (Owerri North): On a 
point of order, I do not think that this House 
can just be treated in the way the Member for 
Uyo South West (Mr Brown) is trying to 
treat us. Here is some one who has made a 
very serious allegation and the Minister has 
taken the time to investigate it. The allegation 
has been proved to be false, and he could not 
get up after the explanation at least to say, "I 
am very sorry," if the allegation is untrue. 

Several hon. Members: No, no. He has 
said that he still insists, and he wants a com
mission of enquiry. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Order, order, order! 

PRESENTATION OF PUBLIC BILLS 

FEDERAL COMMISSIONS (PRIVILEGES AND 
IMMUNITIES) BILL 

Bill to provide for the immunity from civil 
proceedings of Members of the Judicial 
Service Commission and the Public Service 
Commission of the Federation and for the 
privilege of the documents of such Commis
sions, presented by the Minister of Finance ; 
read the First time ; to be read a Second time
This day. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to move, 
That this House at its rising this day do adjourn 
till the July 31st, 1963. 

Minister of State (Hon. M. A. 0. Olare
waju) : Sir, I beg to second. 

Chief A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South): This 
is the only occasion where I have to agree with 
the Minister of Finance as the Leader of this 
lfpuse, and at the same time congratulate the 

that enough time has been given for our 
deliberations in this House. I therefore rise 
to support that this House after its sitting 
to-day do adjourn till 31st July, 1963. 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North): I rise to 
support the Motion and to congratulate the 
Minister for the announcement he has made 
and to say that when we come back in July we 
should be given a longer period in order to 
debate all the Motions which will come before 
us. During this session we have not had 
enough time to deal with some of the Heads 
and that is why we shall be sitting up till 
perhaps nine o'clock to night. 

When we return in July, we hope we shall 
be able to have a longer period for our debates. 

Mr D. M. Gbolagunte (Ibarapa) : I thank 
the Minister of Finance for this statement, 
but of course I thank the Government for the 
time given for our debates this time. It is 
about the longest sitting we have had since 
Parliament started. That of course reminds 
me of the part played by the Leader of the 
Opposition, Chief Awolowo and ChiefEnahoro, 
who on the Floor of this House, advocated 
that we should have continuous sittings, in 
fact long sittings. At that time, they were 
being opposed by the gentlemen on the other 
side, the Government side. 

We are happy that the Government has 
taken the suggestion of the Opposition, so the 
Government is congratulated for abiding by 
the wishes of the Opposition on that line. 
We hope that when we come here in July we 
shall stay longer. 

The Minister of Finance : I think that 
sometimes one would have to ask hon. Members 
to be responsible in their statements. I want 
to say that the Government has taken no 
lesson at all from the Opposition as it was 
consttiuted or ·now that it is depleted. What 
we are doing is in accordance with the wish 
of the House in general and is in accordance 
with the Government's policy. 
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Mr L. 0. Tobun (Epe) : I rise to congratulate 
the Minister of Finance because during this 
meeting, although it has been a long one, 
we all have enjoyed the debate because we have 
been given time to speak. I cannot say that 
every Member has had the opportunity to 
speak, but a sufficient number of .Members 
have spoken, and now ··that the House is 
adjourning until the 31st of July, I would 
suggest that when we come back we should 
have a longer sitting, minus night sittings, so 
that we can have the day time to debate and 
deliberate on any Bills that may come before 
the House. 

I beg to support. , 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House, at its rising this 
day do adjourn until the 31st of July, 1963. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
Sittings of the House 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to move, 
That this day Government Business, other 

than the-

Proceedings in the Committee of Supply, 
be exempted from the provisions of Standing 
Order 4 (Sittings of the House), provided 
that at 7 p.m. Mr Speaker shall suspend 
sitting till 9 p.m. 

I have asked that the sitting in the afternoon 
be stopped at 7 p.m. with the hope-I lay 
emphasis on it-with the hope that hon. 
Members will, perhaps, enable us to finish our 
bu"-tness at 7 p.m. and avoid the necessity of 
coming back <tt 9 p.m. I say this because, 
quite honestly, the two Bills that are to be 
moved in the afternoon are non-contentious 
and straightforward, and if Members, speaking 
in the Committee of Supply on the Capital 
Heads this morning, will exercise some rest
raint and make brief remarks, then we Vi ill all 
be better off. . 

Minister of State : (Hon. M. A. 0. 
Olarewaju) : I beg to second. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this day Government Business, 
other than the Proceedings in the Committee 
of Supply, be exempted from the' provisions of 
Standing Order 4 (Sittings of the House), 
provided that at 7 p.m. Mr Speaker shall suspend 
sitting till 9 p.m. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

APPROPRIATION (1963-64) BILL 
(EIGHTH ALLOTTED DAY): CONSIDERED 

IN CoMMITTEE OF SuPPLY 
CAPITAL ExPENDITURE EsTIMATEs 

HEAD 628.-WATER SUPPLIES 

The Minister of Finance: I beg to move-
That the Expenditure from the Develop-· 

ment Fund of Five Hundred and · Twenty
Five Thousand Pounds for the purposes set 
out in the Draft Estimates of Capital Expendi
ture, 1963-64, under Head 628-Water 
Supplies, be approved. 

Minister ·.of State (Hon. M. A. 0. 
Olarewaju) : I peg to second. 

Question put and ' agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Expenditure from the 
Development Fund of Five Hundred and 
Twenty-Five Thousand Pounds for the purposes 
set out in the Draft Estimates of Capital 
Expenditure, 1963-64, under ' Head 628.
Water Supplies, be approved. 

HEAD 629-EDUCATION 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to move-
That the Expenditure from the Develop

ment Fund of Two Million, Four Hund'red 
and Fifty-Eight Thousand Pounds for the 
purposes set out in the Draft Estimates of 
·Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 
629-Education; be approved. 

Minister · of State (Hon. M. A. 0. 
Olarewaju): I beg to second. 

M. Sule Abba Biu (Biu North): First of 
all, I have to congratulate the Minister of 
Education for the services he has rendered to 
this country. 

The point I want to make is about the 
Voluntary Agency Schools. In the Ashby 
Commission of Inquiry's report, it was stated 
that the Government of the Federation should 
continue to open more schools so that the 
Government can supply the 1p.an-power needed. 
But I am surprised that instead of opening 
more schools, the Government is closing 
down schools, especially the Voluntary Agency 
Schools. 

Although I know that the Voluntary schools 
charge a fee of between £6 and £7 per month, ' 
excluding uniforms and textbooks, yet I feel 
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that instead of closing down these schools the 
Government should do everything possible 
to control the schools. 

The other point I want to make concerns 
teachers. Quite a large number of teachers 
were dismissed during the· period 1958-62. 
These teachers have rendered valuable services 
to the nation, yet they are being dismissed for 
no fault of their own. I do not know whether 
the Government can-

The Minister of Finance : With due 
respect to the Member for Biu North (M. Abba 
Biu), he is discussing Regional education and 
not Federal education. 

The Chairman : Will the hon. Member for 
Biu North (M. Sule Abba Bitt) please discuss 
Federal education ? 

M. Sule Abba Biu: Thank you, Mr Chair
man, but we have schools in the Regions too. 
As the Minister does not want me to speak on 
this I will not do so. 

I also want to speak about the Federal 
Advanced Teacher Training College. We 
have heard rumours that teachers are not 
being paid their salaries when in training in 
this College. I cannot see why a teacher who 
has only gone for a Grade II course will have 
his salary when somebody who has gone for 
his advanced course is not paid his own salary. 
I also understand that the Advanced Teacher 
Training College is under-staffed while the 
Queens College at Y aha is well staffed with 
11 teachers. I understand too that .the 
administration of this particular training school 
is left entirely with the Principal. 

I do not know the reason why Chief Clerks 
and such other people who know administration 
should not be appointed. This also leads me 
to a certain point which I want to make. 
In all the Federation of Nigeria most people 
who qualified in teaching methods are in the 
long run made to be administrators while we 
have people who are trained in administration. 

I beg to support. 

Mr B. A. Ajayi (Ekiti South East) : I have 
just two points to make on this Head. One 
is in respect of the inter-Regional Secondary 
Schools which are about to be established. 
Frankly, I would suggest that we do not 
bother ourselves about the secon.dary grammar 

school type of inter-Regional institutions. 
I would rather suggest that we convert them 
into technical secondary schools. The gram
mar school types are so many in the country 
and the Regional Governments are making 
provision for grammar schools and we have 
very few technical colleges. It is sheer waste 
for the Federal Government to plan inter
Regional secondary grammar schools in the 
Regions. Rather than do that I would suggest 
that we concentrate on technical education and 
that will help many people to find employment. 

The second point I have to make is in respect 
of the U niveristy of Lagos. It is suggested 
that it would not be residential and I think 
this is fatal to the whole scheme. The greatest 
problem anybody working in Lagos has to face 
is that of housing and it costs about £4 for 
every worker to rent a room or even £5. 
If a worker pays £4 every month for a room I 
wonder if a student can afford £4 a month 
for a room. Even then, there is the question 
of finding accommodation at all. I would 
suggest that the Federal Government should 
think seriously about making the Lagos 
University residential. 

I think that it is better for the Government 
to try and find some homes or build good 
hostels for them so that students will be 
able to have accommodation and will not be 
faced with the problem of accommodation. 

There is another thing which I think the 
Federal Government should also think about 
very seriously. The question of traffic con
gestion in Lagos-

An hon. Member : Is that anything to do 
with education ? 

Mr Ajayi : It is education, I know what I 
am saying. For school children to move from 
Ikoyi or Ebute Metta to lectures right in the 
heart of Lagos is very inconvenient. That is 
the point I am making in respect of hostels 
students. Secondly, about the location of 
our universities, I would suggest that universi
ties be located out of the way where they will 
not be faced with traffic congestion ... 

An hon. Member: Like Ikorodu. 

Mr Ajayi : Well if it is Ikorodu it does not 
matter. They can acquire a strip of land there 
and declare it a Federal zone and then build 
the Univeristy there. You have a University 
at Ibadan and lb;~,dan is in the Western Region , 
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[MR AJAYI] 
that does not make any difference. Thel'efore, 
I still suggest that the Federal Government 
should try as much as possible to consider 
the allocation of sites for Universities and 
find a site somewhere else rather than in the 
heart of Lagos. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (Mr S. Lana) : I just want to 
correct an idea put forward by the Member 
for Ekiti South East (Mr Ajayi) in relation to 
National High Schools. He says that national 
high schools being established in the Regions-

An bon. Member: He did not say so. 

Mr Lana: He said something· about inter
Regional High Schools, they are National 
High Schools. The principle underlining this 
is a practical demonstration of the intention of 
the Federal Government to see that there is 
unity in the country (Interruptions). 

Mr Ajayi : On a point of correction, I am 
not against the creation of inter-Regional 
High Schools. I am saying that it is no. use 
having inter-Regional grammar schools. I 
said that the Government should rather 
concentrate on inter-Regional technical schools. 
That was the point I made. 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North) : I rise to 
make a contribution to the subject under 
discussion. I think that it is time that the 
Federal Government should abolish Grade III 
Teacher Training Colleges because it is a 
waste of time for teachers to go in for training, 
say, for two years and then go out and come 
in again to be trained as Grade II. We have 
got Grade II teachers who can continue to 
man the schools until-

M. Abba Biu :The Member for Awka North 
is discussing a regional subject. 

Mr Ogbalu : I am not discussing a Regional 
subject. In the Eastern Region for example 
Grade II Teacher Training Colleges are 
winding up. I am making my contribution to 
the subject of Lagos Teacher Training Colleges 
and I feel that it is high time we concentrated 
on Grade II Teacher Training Colleges. It 
saves more money on the part of the Govern
ment and it saves more time on· the part of 
the teachers themselves and it accounts, on 
the other hand, for efficiency. 

I have to welcome the work so far done in 
connection with the Advanced Teachers College 

and I wish to say that the public is generally 
impressed \\>ith \\>hat has been done and \\>e 
hope that more improvement will continue 
in that direction. Notices for admission of 
candidates into that College should be given 
wide publicity so that desirous teachers might 
avail themselves of the opportunity for the 
training. In the past many teachers have 
complained that they did not know when such 
notices were issued and their applications had 
to be returned to them with the excuse that 
they were late. 

I have to say that the Federal Science School 
has served the needs of the country and has 
proved a great success and that if similar 
schools are established in the Regions it will go 
to a great extent in providing us with scientists, 
people with skill and aptitude for industry, so 
that the Six-Year Development Programme 
will certainly have better implementation than 
at the present. 

I am quite aware of the fact that the Govern
ment is planning to establish inter-Regional 
secondary schools, but it is likely that these 
inter-Regional schools have to do the type of 
subjects which other schools are :;tlready doing, 
and therefore, cannot, as a matter of fact, cater 
for the acute scarcity of science teachers as 
well as scientists for industry. I think that 
the Minister of Education should examine the 
possibility of developing a high manpower 
level in the country in the line of science and 
technology. 

In connection with the West African Exami
nations Council we have been told whv the 
last School Certificate examination results 
were late. I hope however, that the Council 
will expand or increase the number of its 
examiners so that as more and more schools are 
being equipped and are getting ready for their 
School Certificate Examinations year by year, 
the results will no longer be delayed because 
this has placed many schools in very difficult 
positions as well as many school leavers who 
have to spend the whole of three to four months 
expecting their results, and also many employers 
who, because the results are not out, could not 
give employment to school leavers expecting 
results. 

I am very happy. too that the Federal Govern
ment is giving grants to the Northern Regional 
Government in order to expand its primary 
education programme, 
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This is a very positive step. What I wish sufficient reason to say that students should 
to add is that the Regional Governments are not go abroad, if they have not made sufficient 
finding it Yery difficult to cope with their own financial arrangements. Certain things might 
primary education. It is really nobody's happen to completely overhaul or upset 
fault. It is not the fault of the Regional arrangements already made by students. I am 
Governments. It is because our people have therefore appealing to the Federal Government 
a great desire for education and many of them to come to the aid of all stranded students 
have come forward in order to be educated, overseas under this expansion scheme for 
particularly children from the Regions and overseas scholarships. 
even here in the Federal territory. 

I have to advocate that the Federal Govern
ment should give grants to the Regional 
Governments in order to help them to maintain 
their primary education scheme. It is quite 
true that we are unable to amend the Constitu
tion so as to make education a Federal subject, 
but, as the Federal Government has been given 
assistance in various lines where difficulties 
exist and where Regional Governments are 
confronted with difficulties, I feel the Regional 
Governments will certainly welcome any 
amount of help given to them by the Federal 
Government. 

I am quite aware of the fact too that we have 
been calling on the Federal Government to 
assist in this and that direction, and all the 
monies required have to come from the same 
pool, but, at the same time, it is a very import
ant scheme. It is education that really helps 
people to understand the fact that we have 
attained independence. 

The proper siting of the Inter-Regional 
Schools which are to be built should be such 
that the schools will serve one and all, not just 
the sons of well-to-do while children of the 
common people have no opportunity of 
attending such schools. It will be really 
unfortunate if there is such a line of demarca
tion in our educational programme. As I said 
some time ago, this might even lead to the 
establishment of secondary schools earmarked 
for those who have and those who have not, 
and, therefore by such a divergency the policy 
of education will certainly be affected. 

I have not spoken for almost two weeks, and 
I hope I shall be allowed to make a little more 
contribution. The expansion of overseas 
scholarships is really more important. Very 
often we receive applications from our candi
dates overseas requesting help. They are just 
stranded due to no fault of theirs. There are 
many unforeseen events which are capable of 
upsetting any student abroad. So it is not 

Finally, the extension proposed for the 
museums in the country is really very welcome. 
What I am demanding is that there should be 
at least a museum in every province. A 
museum at Onitsha will certainly go a great 
extent in preserving the ancient traditions and 
ancient customs of the people in the suburbs. 
For example there are ancient monuments like 
fading godesses and gods which were formerly 
worshipped but which have no worshippers 
at present and can easily find habitation in 
these museums. 

I beg to support. 

M. Abdullahi Maikano Sarkin Rafi (Rabah 
Wurno): I rise to support the estimates for 
this Head. I would like to praise the Minister 
of Education for the way he has discharged his 
duty. I hope the large amount appropriated 
for the current year will undoubtedly be used 
by the Government to get sufficient Teacher 
Training Colleges such as Technical Institutes 
and Secondary Schools in each of the Regions 
for the production of more brilliant, intelligent 
and efficient students throughout the Federa
tion. 

With these few remarks I beg to support. 

Mr V. T. Shisha (Iharev Masev): In 
supporting this estimate I will first of all 
congratulate the Federal Government for the 
grants made to the Regional Governments for 
primary education. I would like to say that 
the Federal Government should co-operate with 
the Regional . Governments to see that the 
schools are sited in such a way that everybody 
should be benefited by the grants given. 

I would like to speak also about the scholar
ship awards. Scholarship awards are rather 
very poor. Before one is awarded a scholar
ship one must be asked serious questions 
including where one comes from. If one 
comes from a place where the Government 
does not want one will be asked to go to -:.-ne's 
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[MR SHISHA] 
own Regional Government to get a scholar
ship. This is especially so if one comes from 
the Western Region. For instance, if a candi
date comes from the Tiv Division one will be 
asked, what was the cause of the riot in Tiv. 
Division. After asking all these questions the 
Board will ask the candidate to go away. 

I would like to say that this grant should be 
well spent and teachers of the Voluntary 
Agencies should have quaners. Many of 
them do not have quarters, and I think that if 
this money is well spent a lot of them will have 
quarters and will enjoy the benefits of this 
grant. 

I beg to support. 

Mr J. A. Yacim (!gala North West): Under 
this Head what I want to draw the attention of 
the Government to is the School for the Deaf 
and Dumb. 

Many people have made speeches about 
the education of those who are trained at 
universities. But, as I always say on the Floor 
of this House, I am more interested in our 
internal problems. When the parents of these 
people who are born deaf and dumb were 
expecting their births they were expecting 
healthy children. Unfortunately, these people 
were born deaf and dumb and in those days 
we did not know how to bring them up as 
normal people. But now that we have got 
experience in their upbringing these children 
should be properly looked after. When trained 
they can still be useful to themselves and to 
the community. 

The·point I am inviting the attention of the 
Federal Government to is to increase the 
present capacity of the Deaf and Dumb School 
so that they can take in more than 24 children 
annually. If we go to the Regions we will find 
that there are even more than 24 deaf and dumb 
people in every province. At the rate of 24 
deaf and dumb people in every province it 
would even be seen that to admit only 24 
people to the Deaf and Dumb School in Lagos 
would not be good enough. The Government 
should therefore take steps to see that the 
·ntake of this School is increased from 24 to 
at least SO. Pub!icity should also be given in 
every Province to the existence of this school, 
~o that at least every year three people can be 
admitted from every Province in Nigeria. 

The last suggestion I would like to make is 
that it would be better if the school were 

removed to the Regions because of the con
gestion and traffic difficulties in Lagos. 

The Minister of Finance : I think that 
only two main points have been made in the 
debate and, quite frankly, I do not see why 
hon. Members wish to waste the time of the 
House on a matter that had been previously 
full debated. 

One point that was made was about Inter
Regional Secondary Schools. I think my hon. 
Friend, the Member for Ekiti South East (Mr 
Ajayi) is obviously telling us that the grapes 
are sour because they are not located in his 
constituency. I am sure that if the Federal 
Government were to ask that an Inter-Regional 
Secondary School be situated in his consti
tuency he would be the first man to jump at it 
and would not come to the Floor of this House 
to say that he has preference. 

If the Federal Government thinks that there 
could be some assistance to Regional Govern
ments in establishing full-fledged secondary 
grammar schools with a view to raising it to 
the standard of that of the Kings' College in 
Lagos is there anything wrong in that ? 

An hon. Member : The location. 

The Minister of Finance : The location 
is a different question. It has to be somewhere 
in the Regions, it cannot be in the air ? 

An hon. Member : In a central place ! 

The Minister of Finance : No place is more 
central than the other in any Region. 

The second point my hon. friend spoke 
about is the high rentage in Lagos as it would 
affect the University of Lagos and as such he 
wants hostels to be built. I met him in his 
constituency the other day in his serni-demi 
College with no hostel whatsoever. I think 
that charity should begin at home and, the hon. 
Member for Ekiti South East (Mr Ajayi) is 
talking about hostels here. 

The hon Member for Ekiti South East also 
said that £4 monthly is too much for a student 
to pay. It is cheaper to pay £4 rent than even 
to live in a hostel and the hon. Member knows 
too well that in London or other places overseas 
where our students still go in ·large numbers 
to study they pay as much as £4 a week mini
mum as rent instead of a month. So, if 
people want to take the advantage of good 
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University education in Lagos I think that the 
rental expenditure of £4 a month is not too 
much for them to pay. If my hon. Friend 
says that there is till scarcity of accommoda!ion, 
then that is a different question, and in that 
regard I will only draw my hon. Friend's 
attention to what the Federal Government is 
already doing in Surulere area by providing 
low income houses for people to live in with 
all the amenities that could be considered. 

I feel that one should be grateful to hon. 
Members for complimenting my Colleague 
and Friend for the good work he has done 
either in the field of Elementary Education or 
in the field of University or Technical Educa
tion. I think that he has shown the light and 
it is only left for people like my hon. Friend 
the Member for Ekiti South East (Mr Ajayi) 
to find the way. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved : That the Expenditure from the 
Development Fund of Two Million, Four 
Hundred and Fifty-Eight Thousand Pounds 
for the purposes set out in the Draft Estimates 
of Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 
629- Education, be approved. 

HEAD 630--HEALTH 

The Minister of Finance :I beg to move-
That the Expenditure from the Develop

ment Fund of Seven Hundred and Five 
Thousand and Twenty Pounds for the 
purposes set out in the Draft Estimates of 
Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 
630-Health, be approved. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs (Alhaji 
the hon. Shehu Shagari) : I beg to second. 

Chief S. J. Mariere (Urhobo Central): 
In speaking in support of this Head of Expen
diture, I realise that one has to be very brief 
but some of us, particularly myself, had not 
the opportunity of speaking on the Appropria
tion Bill and not even on the Ministry of 
Health's Head of Estimates when it was put 
to the House. I will, therefore, crave the 
indulgence of the House to listen to me for a 
brief moment. 

Sub-head 113-Expansion ·of Chemistry 
Division and Public Health Laboratories : 
This is the sub-head that I would like to speak 
on particularly. 

Before speaking on this sub-head, I wish to 
take thi~ opportunity to express my apprecia
tion to the medical scientists and the techno
logists of the Ministry of Health for the deve
lopment and the production locally of Anti
Rabbies vaccine, small-pox vaccine and yello.y
fever vaccine. I understand that these immu
nisation agents which are made in Nigeria are 
of high standard and I also understand that 
further expansion of laboratory facilities are 
going on. I !¥ish to stress the urgency of looking 
for prophylactic vaccines which will combat 
or at least minimise the ravages of virile 
diseases of common and frequent occurrences 
in this country, namely, measles, chicken pox 
and mumps. 

Measles and chicken pox are especially 
menacing, and one reads from time to time 
in the daily newspapers distressing reports of 
the death-toll amongst our children resulting 
from the epidemics of these diseases. We 
were told here that diseases do not recognise 
regional boundaries and that they spread from 
place to place. It would appear that the 
present vaccine being used against chicken pox 
is not very effective as many people, young or 
old and already vaccinated, are known to have 
a second or third attack even before the period 
of immunity expires. It would be necessary 
for the Minister to explain some of the reasons 
why this is so in order to restore confidence in 
the effectiveness of immunity from attack of 
chicken pox after . the necessary vaccine has 
beengiven. · · 

The next point I want to touch is about 
mental health. It is interesting that a mental 
hospital is being built in Lagos to look after 
the mental troubles of people. This class of 
people is only confined to Lagos. So, I feel 
that money spent on that distressing menace is 
money well spent and, therefore, I feel that 
the Government realises the present ·political 
situation of the country, how politicians in this 
country go about their businesro in a way 
regardless of mental and physical strains. 

Also considering the number of educational 
institutions we have and the way our young 
men embrace the educational programme of 
the country one must feel that there is bound 
to be a lot of mental and nervous troubles. 
In this regard, I think that Dr Lambo who 
started a mental hospital in Abeokuta-the 
Aro Mental Hospital -has done a lot of work 
and that his activities have had international 
recognition. 
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(CHIEFS. J. MARIERE] 
That being so, it is necessary to see that the 

Government provides enough money in this 
respect because this class of people are the 
suffering class. There are cases where they 
roam about and nobody cares for them. I 
feel that in the provinces or in the Regions 
there are no such facilities except the one at 
Aro, as I have mentioned, and I do not see 
why the Government should not subsidise the 
Aro Mental Hospital in that regard because 
a lot of students are patients there ; in fact, 
about 80 per cent ofthe patients in that ho:>pital 
are students. So, 'the provision here for the 
mental hospital in Lagos is very necessary. 

The next point I want to make is about the 
type of illness that occurs to people called 
hypertension or high-blood pressure. There 
is a lot of education to be given by the Ministry 
of Health to people in order that something is 
done to make people be on their guard against 
the disease of hypertension or high-blood 
pressure. We have only heard in the past 
about anaemic people, people without blood, 
but in this case it is said that the blood flow is 
high and suddenly people collapse and die 
without there being any warning. The illness 
is sudden. 

House that a National Council on Health has 
been set up. If that is so, the health of the 
children of all parts of the Federation deserves 
to be looked after. Mter all, it is to the young 
people that the future belongs and if we want 
to look after their health, it should not only be 
confined to one particular area. 

This is a time for short speeches on these 
Heads and I think I will not bore the House 
'11>ith further comments. I beg to support. 

Oba S. A. Oladiran (Okitipupa South): It 
is gratifying to note the tremendous amount of 
improvements going on at the moment in the 
General Hospital in Lagos. This is very 
encouraging indeed, but one wonders that 
having wasted so much money on such things 
as buildings, the attitude of the nurses in the 
General Hospital is very unbecoming. 

The amount allocated for these improve
ments, though very fabulous, is rather en
couraging to the Lagos inhabitants and, of 
course, Members when coming to Lagos for 
the meetings of the House might enjoy the 
privilege of using the hospital. One thing is 
that the Ministry of Health is one of the 
luckiest Ministries in the Federal Government 
in that the Minister in charge is a doctor and, 
as such, he should use his rich experience as a 
doctor to make rapid developments in that 
Ministry. 

Is it because people are leading a certain way 
of life or that there are certain changes that have 
occurred in poeple's ways of life that the cases 
of hypertension are so rampant these days ? I Furthermore, we should be able to thank 
know of a Chief, only a few months ago in the the Permanent Secretary of that Ministry 
morning he was quite hale and hearty, but by because, without him, that Ministry should 
9 o'clock he suddenly felt dizzy. He was very have become a nuisance to the Federal Govern
far away from the hospital and by the time he ment. There are always many criticisms 
was rushed in a car all the way to the hospital, right from the doctors to the nurses. There 
he had died. Later on, it was discovered that are times when that Ministry was almost to be 
he died of hypertension or high-blood pressure. monopolised (I am sorry to be tribalistic) by the 

I feel that something must be done about this, E~b~s. -r:he Egba . people enjoy more 
particularly now that the Government of the pnv1leges m that M1mstry th~n any other 
Federation, through the Minister of Health, people.. I a~ sorry to . say th1s .. J: lot of 
has assured this House that already some drugs money .1s bemg wasted m that M1m~tl{' and 
are being manufactured. I think that some the att1U:de of the staff to the pubhc 1s not 
research should be carried out about this encouragmg. 
hypertension that has taken a lot of lives, and is I have to thank the Government for the 
causing strokes to people and so on and so forth. establishment of a mental hospital in Lagos. I 

Th t · t · th Ch"ld , H . 1 would advise that the health officers should go e nex pom 1s e 1 ren s osp1ta . · · · 1 · 
Th Childr ' H "tal · L · round and mv1te msane peop e roammg 

e en s osp1 m agos 1s a very h h 1 h · rt t · t"tut" · t" . about t e streets to t e menta omes. 1mpo an ms 1 1on, m my own es 1mat10n, 
and I feel that if we are going to look after the The last point I want to make is about the 
health of children, it should not only be Children's Hospital. The other day when 
oonfined to Lagos. In this connection, I am this hospital was opened, I was an eye-witness 
happy that the Minister of Health has told this and I was highly impressed by what I saw in 
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that hospital. I think the Federal Government The cure, therefore, is to produce a very 
should be in a position to advise the Regional large number of doctors and this can be done 
Governments to implement such a scheme as in Nigeria. Take for instance the Emergency 
the establishment of children's hospitals in the Science School here in Lagos. I do not see 
Regions. any reason why other centres like that cannot 

be established and about three hundred higher 
I beg to support. school graduates put in every year. I think 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West): Firstly, I 
want to underscore this matter relating to 
mental patients roaming about in Nigeria, 
particularly in the Federal Territory of Lagos. 
One could remember that during our In
dependence celebrations in 1960, this Govern
ment went out of its way to demolish buildings, 
build barricades and screens to hide away ugly 
sights. 

Every time, we speak of projecting Nigeria. 
I do not know of any other country in the 
world where people who are mentally deranged 
are allowed to roam about the streets. Some 
of these people are ill-clad, some of them are 
stark naked, some of them have open and ugly 
sores and some of them are menacing to people. 

I do not know whether the Minister of 
Internal Affairs is here, but if he is not here, I 
hope his Colleagues will convey to him the 
feelings of this House about this matter and 
that he should do something about it right 
away. 

Another thing is the question of the Univer
sity College Teaching Hospital at Ibadan. Time 
and time again, the Nigerian public-the 
knowledgeable Nigerian public-have expressed 
their concern about the likelihood of breeding 
another million dollar baby. This year, as I 
mentioned two weeks ago, the University of 
Ibadan graduated twelve or thirteen doctors 
to serve forty million people of Nigeria, and for 
the Six-Year Development Programme we 
have close to £3 million in the Capital Estimates 
for expansion in that school. I do not know 
of any University in the world where thirteen 
students are graduated in a year. In fact this 
year is a record year because hitherto less than 
seven had graduated. 

I think that if the Minister is serious about 
the health of the people of Nigeria he should 
note that the reason why we have private 
practice and all these insolences and abuses 
and corruption in the medical profession is 
because the demand is more than the supply 
and therefore the doctor can afford to be arro
gant because you cannot replace him easily. 

that in five years or so, at least 50 per cent of 
them may survive, and that may throw into 
the market in Nigeria not less than five hundred 
or one thousand doctors qualified every yeat 
and so, in ten years, this question of shortage 
of medical personnel may be minimised; 

Therefore I am urging the Minister of 
Health to take a very serious look at the 
problem elisting in the University of Ibadan. 
I do not see why money should be spent on 
buildings and buildings alone. Buildings alone 
can never make a hospital. I have said this 
very often here that a hospital or a school is 
often as good as the equipment and the staff. 
I do not see why we should spend about three 
million pounds building houses, and then 
train only three people. The overhead cost is 
too great, and Nigeria cannot afford to spend 
that amount of money per student. 

I hope the errors committed on the U.C.I. 
will not be allowed to repeat themselves at 
the Lagos Teaching Hospital. I am very 
happy to know that the buildings at the momep.t 
built there are modest and that the money has 
not been dumped in marble floors and air 
conditioned rooms for students and that, if 
possible, there is no reason why the Govern
ment should not rent houses. 

The problem is not house building, as I said 
before. Finally since we have limited time 
for this debate I do hope that this Ministry 
will borrow a leaf from the Ministry of Educa
tion. The Ministry of Education is making 
contributions and grants-in-aid and subventions 
to schools in the Regions, and I do not see any 
reason why the Ministry of Health should fold 
its arms here and talk about Lagos everytime, 
whereas in the provinces and Regions there 
are so many empty hospitals without doctors 
and without nurses and without medical 
personnel, without drugs and equipments. 

I do hope that the Ministry will begin to 
think on a wider horison, look at Nigeria as 
one entity and not confine itself to the small 
island of Lagos. 

I beg to support. 
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Mr M. B. Afanideh (lkot Ekpene South) : ties to them too because other children in the 
I rise to support this Head. In doing so I other parts of Nigeria are also Nigerians. 
want to speak very briefly about the health Therefore, to exclude them from some facilities 
centres in Lagos. It is commendable indeed will be a kind of discrimination. I think other 
that the Government has been able to provide hon. Members are very anxious to express their 
everyone in Lagos with- views, so I beg to support. 

An hon. Member : Not yet. It is only a 
proposal. 

. Mr Afanideh : I want to say that whe~ever 
we come here we say that Lagos is not Nigeria. 
It is high time that the Government should 
try ~o extei)d the same provisions that it is 
making for Lagos to the provinces, by way of 
giving grants to Regional Governments so that 
some provisions can be extended to the people 
in their jurisdiction. 

It is sad to see that there are certain areas in 
the Regions which have not been able to benefit 
by some kind of medical attention. But for 
the efforts of the mission hospitals, it would 
have been impossible for some people to avail 
themselves of medical facilities. I therefore 
think the sooner the Government tries to 
assist the Regional Governments to extend 
their health programmes, the better. 

I associate myself with the views already 
expressed by my predecessors who spoke about 
mental hospitals. I think it is not enough to 
have only one mental hospital in Lagos. The 
sooner the Government extends it to regions 
the better because there are other mental-cases 
roaming about in the Regions. Lagos is not 
Nigeria as a whole. There are other mental 
cases in the Regions and I think that to help 
those people to bring them to sanity it is only 
proper that mental hospitals be provided for the 
Regions, if possible, in each of the provinces. 

It is the policy of this Government that 
there should be no seggregation. Unless tllis 
Government is · prepared and is ready to serve 
all the sections of this country I think we shall 
be firing a wrong shot. I have a very promi
nent case of a mental case in my constituency. 
I am expressing the views of my constituency. 

That brings me to the question of the 
Children's Hospital. It is often· said that the 
child is father of the man, and I hope that if 
we have Lagos children· and we cater for their 
interests, it is equally important that the 
Regional Governments should be ~dvised by 
the Federal Govnnment to extend some facili-

Mr H. 0. Chuku (Bende Central) : I have 
observed that the sum of £110,000 has been 
set aside by the Federal Government for the 
future development of the Ibadan Teaching 
Hospital. Already another Teaching Hospital 
has been built in Lagos which cost quite a good 
sum of money. If the Federal Government 
is the father of this nation, I think they should 
consider the possibility of establishing teaching 
hospitals in each of the Regions. 

Already there is one in Ibadan, in the 
Western Region, and one in Lagos for th.e 
Federal Territory. I think that there is none 
in the North and East. Each of these Regions 
should also have a Teaching Hospital. They 
both now have universities to which could be 
attached these Teaching Hospitals. 

In some places there are serious cases which 
could not be treated in the Regions and these 
cases have to find their way from the Regional 
hospitals to the Ibadan Teaching Hospital or 
the Lagos Teaching Hospital. Furthermore, 
the specialists in the Regions' hospitals have 
been absorbed either by the Ibadan Teaching 
Hospital or the Lagos Teaching Hospital. The 
specialists are better paid there and as a result 
the Regional Government hospitals find it 
difficult to retain their specialists. 

i do hope that the Federal Government will 
consider the possibility of establishing Teaching 
Hospitals in the Regions. After all, the money 
that are being spent here in Lagos comes 
from all over the Federation. Therefore, 
every Nigerian and everybody who is resident 
in Nigeria should benefit by this money. 

As I believe that other Members would like 
to speak on these health centres, I would no~ 
like to spend further time speaking on it, but 
I would emphasise that such facilities as 
Mental · Centres and children's Hospitals 
should be extended to the Regions, or the 
Federal Government should make mol)ey 
available for the Regional Governments to 
establish these centres themselves if the 
Federal -Government cannot do it on its own, 
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Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : men, women, boys and girls have all formed 
Forgive my ignorance, Sir. I am only going the habit of spending their holidays at the 
to ask the Minister concerned to enlighten me Bar Beach. 
on how national the Mental Hospital here is in 
scope. Also, we have all accepted Lagos as 
our Federal Capital and there is no doubt 
about that, but certain sections of Lagos are 
filthy. I do not know whose responsibility 
it is, but if it is the responsibility of the L.E.D.B. 
or the L.T.C. or the Ministry of Lagos Affairs, 
we are only appealing to the authority concerned 
to do something about the filth in certain sec
tions of Lagos. 

These are all I have to say on this particular 
Head. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Expenditure from the 
Development Fund of Seven Hundred and 
Five Thousand and Twenty Pounds for the 
purposes set out in the Draft Estimates of 
Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 
630-Health, be approved. 

HEAD 631-ToWN PLANNING 
Minister of State in the Ministry of 

Finance (Chief the hon. H. Omo-Osagie): I 
beg to move-

That the Expenditure from the Develop
ment Fund of Two Million, Two Hundred 
and Thirty-Six Thousands, Three Hundred 
and Ten Pounds for the purposes set out in 
the Draft Estimates of Capital Expenditure, 
1963-64, under Head 631-Town Planning
be approved. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs (Hon. 
Shehu Shagari) : r beg to support. 

Mr N. E. Elenwa (Ahoada West): I think 
the importance of holiday resorts in this 
country can never be over-emphasised. For 
instance, during the Christmas, Easter and 
all other holidays we have in this country, we 
see people flocking to the Victoria Island and 
there is no proper arrangement for the people 
spending their holidays in this place. 

1 think the Federal Government should do 
something in the way of finding at least good 
and comfortable chairs for the people to sit 
upon and relax while on holidays at the Vic
toria Island. Any money spent in this way 
will be money well spent and the public will 
appreciate it, especially now that everybody, 

Another point I would like to make is the 
fourth phase of the reclamation of Victoria 
Island. I want to appeal to the Minister 
concerned that arrangements should be made 
to complete the fourth phase in time. When 
this is completed the plots should be allocated 
fairly. It has been brought to the notice of 
Parliamentarians and the people of this country 
that the way these plots are allocated leaves 
much to be desired. If the plots are to be 
allocated by tender let them be tendered for 
and if they are going to be by secret ballot 
then it be so allocated. We do not want the 
method by which names of people who have· 
not applied or tendered for plots are being 
squeezed in. If it is going to be done in such 
a way as to exclude people who will not have · 
money to build houses on the plots after . the 
allocation, let it be done in that way fairly. 
It is no use adopting two policies at a ti~e. 

My last point is about the Nigerian Building 
Societies. These societies are all in Lago~ 
here and there is none in the Eastern Region. 
If the Government will spend as much as 
£200,000 this year for the estab~ishment of 
such societies in the Regions, I think it will 
be money well spent. When I say the Regions, . 
I mean the East, the West and the North. 
If this is done, we shall all know that the money 
collected for the revenue is not for Lagos 
alone. After all, all this money spent in Lagos 
is collected from all parts of the Federation 
either by way of Income Tax, or indirect tax or 
any type of tax for that matter. Therefore, 
any money so collectively acquired should be· 
used collectively. 

Athaji Aminu Kano (Kano East): I just 
want to put two points forward . I would. 
like to say that a country like Nigeria which is 
not yet well developed cannot afford a high 
expenditure on the reclamation of land when 
we have plenty of things to do with money. 
Why should we spend Government money in 
reclaiming land when there is the grass land· 
of Bornu, the grassland of Sokoto ? With 
all the huge land that we have we still continue 
to spend money in reclaiming land. I thirik 
this is a waste expenditure which I cannot 
understand. 
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Why should a country like Nigeria spend so 

many million pounds in reclaiming land ? 
That expenditure for the reclamation of land 
from the sea is very unnecessary. If our 
development plan means austerity, is it 
austerity to spend millions of pounds reclaim
ing land ? We want to spend about £2 million 
pounds to reclaim land from the sea when we 
have a lot of grass land at Bornu and Katsina. 
So I think that there is no need for spending 
this money. 

Secondly, Lagos is not Nigeria. All the 
Government is spending on town planning is 
being spent for Lagos. What about Ibadan, 
what about Enugu and Kano, and what about 
the other big places ? Why should the Govern
ment continue to develop Lagos alone every 
day? I would like some scheme whereby a 
little of this money can be spent in the develop
ment in other places. 

I know that in the Development Plan we are 
going to spend about £3 million for Kano 
expansion, but it is not enough for a population 
of four million people. Why do we not take 
some part of this money and beautify that part 
of the country? We are tired of everything 
coming to Lagos. 

I support. 
Mr D. M. Gbolagunte (Ibarapa) : I just 

want to make a point on the reclamation of the 
Victoria Island. It is a lovely action and we all 
like the idea of the Government on this in that 
if one were at the wharf say some seven or ten 
years ago, one would be able to realise how 
much the Government has spent and done for 
the improvement of Lagos. But I want to 
mention one point by way of warning. I am 
quite sure that streets and good roads are 
going to be made when this reclamation is 
done and they are going to be named. I want 
to say that they should not be named after 
individuals as we have hitherto done. 

That lovely road leading to the sea is named 
after Sir Ahmadu Bello, that is quite alright. 
Another road may have been named after 
Tafawa Balewa, Awolowo and so on, these are 
all right too. But we should stop at tl.at. 
These new roads that will be made should be 
named after our constituencies. I expect that 
one of the roads should be named Ibarapa 
Road, the nan1e of my constituency. Instead 
of naming it after Gbolagunte, name it after 
Ibarapa, instead of naming it after Ajibola 

name it after Fjigbo because individuals will 
die away but the constituencies will not die 
away. 

It was mentioned here the other time that, 
in Russia to-day, no body mentions Stalin. 
Sometime before Stalin was very important but 
just last year, anything dealing with Stalin was 
destroyed ; but in the past they had Stalingrap 
and all sorts of "Grads". To-day we have 
Tafawa Balewa Square, Ahmadu Bello Road 
and so on, but tomorrow we should be able to 
have constituency roads. I feel that should be 
enough or else we shall soon begin to make 
everybody a god. 

I am suggesting that the roads we are going 
to build when this reclamation is done should 
be named after constituencies of all the Mem
bers present here. 

I beg to support. 
Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East): 

Speaking about this reclamation I have to 
suggest that not everybody knows how far and 
how quickly the Sahara is approaching the 
northern part of Northern Nigeria. It is 
rapidly approaching and unless it is checked 
before very long we shall be swallowed up. 
The Sahara is approaching at such a rapid rate 
that the average coastal inhabitant may not be 
able to realise. 

When we talk about the Atlantic Ocean 
encroaching on Lagos Island, I want to remind 
us that the Sahara is encroaching too on the 
other side. There are two oceans-the ocean 
of water and an ocean of sand. 

So while speaking in sympathy that we 
should do something to stop the Atlantic 
Ocean which is encroaching on Lagos, at the 
same time I am equally interested, if not more 
interested, in the approach of the Sahara to the 
Kano boundary, Katsina and all the areas near 
Sokoto and urge that something should be done 
about this too. The bon. Minister of Internal 
Affairs knows this better than I do and I hope 
he will come to our rescue and do something 
to stop the Sahara's menacing advance. 

In 1920 when I was younger, the former 
colonial Government did something along the 
Katsina boundary by planting some trees there. 
Ever since that time, nothing, or very little, has 
been done. I am serious that the rate at which 
the Sahara is approaching is making us fearful 
and I am asking the Federal Government to 
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see to it that, along with the activities to stop 
the Atlantic Ocean from approaching here, 
something is done about the Sahara now 
approaching the Northern Region. 

Chief D. A. Ogunleye (Ede-Ejigbo): I am 
glad that some Members have spoken about the 
need for extending town planning activities 
outside Lagos. I want to stress again here 
that it is high time the town planning activities 
were spread over the Federation of Nigeria. 
During my last speech, when we were consider
ing the vote for the Ministry of Lagos Affairs, I 
emphasised the point that Government should 
try as much as possible to give sufficient grants 
to the Lagos Building Society. 

In the Capital Estimates before us, I find 
that only £200,000 was voted for that Society. 
Really, the Lagos Building Society is a means 
by which people can save money and save 
money properly. Indeed I wonder how many 
people can be granted loans before the sum of 
£200,000 is exhausted. If everybody takes, 
say, £3,000 to £4,000, it means that only very 
few people will benefit from the scheme whereas 
this Building Society provides a very good 
means for people in the Federation to do 
something tangible with their money. 

It will be gratifying, therefore, if the Federal 
Government, especially the Ministry of Lagos 
Affairs, can find a way by which the amount 
may be augmented. At least a sum of £1.5 
million cannot be too much for that Society. 

I also want to urge that, as soon as possible, 
the activities of the Society should be spread 
over the Regions, especially in my place, for 
I shall be grateful if the housing scheme could 
be established at Ejigbo and Ede where we 
have plenty of land and many people are 
desirous of building good and modern houses. 

It will thus be a pleasure if the Minister can 
consider this point and urge the Federal 
Government to increase the vote under that 
Head and Item. 

I beg to support. 

Minister of State (Chief H. Omo-Osagie): 
One hon. Member was advocating that streets 
should not be named any longer after indivi
duals. He gave an example of Stalin's statues 
and other things being destroyed after Stalin 
had gone. I want to assure him that the statue 
or the name of his leader Chief Obafemi 

Awolowo "Will not be destroyed and I think it 
remains to perpetuate his name whatever 
happens to him. 

My hon. Friend the Member for Kano East 
(Alhaji Aminu Kano) complained bitterly 
about the expenditure devoted to the reclama
tion of land in the Victoria Island, and another 
Member also asked that the Federal Govern
ment should look into the encroachment of 
the Sahara. I want to answer the two to
gether. Now we have got the Federal Palace 
Hotel there, we have got Members' flats in the 
Victoria Island. If these lands were not 
reclaimed it would have been impossible for 
the Federal Government to build on water. 
Now, Members will see why we are reclaiming 
these areas. The sea is fighting us and we 
must have to fight the sea. No doubt the sea 
is encroaching on the Island of L::Jgo::: and we 
who represent the Nigerian communities in 
the Federal Parliament must have to buck up 
and fight the sea. That is what we are doing 
and so far we are winning. 

The Sahara is a subject to be dealt with by 
the Regional Government and in order to 
afford the Regional Government the facility 
and the money required to fight the encroach
ment of the Sahara desert, in the Development 
Plan Members will see that substantial amount 
of money will be allocated to the Regional 
Government for such work. 

Now we are responsible for agricultural 
research and so on and the agriculture and 
forestry research section are establishing forest 
reserves in the Sahara. This means that they 
have been fighting erosion and the encroach
ment of the Sahara Desert. Therefore my hon. 
Friend should not be afraid that we are not 
looking after that. 

These are the points made by hon. Members. 
I will assure them that they are well protected. 
Indeed money has been voted for such work 
and reclamation in Lagos will enable the 
Federal Government to provide houses for 
foreign Ambassadors and the various Em
bassies being set up here. Not only that, we 
will also be able to provide sufficient land for 
industrialists. Industrialists may site their 
industry in Kano or Maiduguri or Kafanchan 
for that matter, but Members should re
member that the Headquarters will always b~ 
in Lagos and we must find sufficient land to 
accommodate them. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved : That the Expenditure from the 
Development Fund of Two Million, Two 
Hundred and Thirty-Six Thousand, Three 
hundred and Ten pounds for the purposes set 
out in the Draft Estimates of Capital Expen
diture, 1963-64, under Head 631-Town 
Planning, be approved. 

HEAD 632-Co-oPERATivEs 

Forty Thousand, Two Hundred Pounds for 
the purposes set out in the Draft Estimates of 
Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 632-
Co-operatives, approved. 

HEAD 633-MISCELLANEOUS 

Minister of State (Hon. H. Omo-Osagie) : 
I beg to move-

That the Expenditure from the Develop
ment Fund of One Million, Twenty-Two 
Thousand, Four Hundred Pounds for the 
purposes set out in the Draft Estimates of 
Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 
633-Miscellaneous, be approved. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs : . I beg. 
to second. 

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo South West)-: I . 
want to use this opportunity to express what 
I have had in mind for some time now. Under 
Miscellaneous the Government of this country · 
is going to sign an agreement with the Govern
ment of the Spanish territories for the exporta
tion of man power from Nigeria to work in the 
plantations of that country. May I say that 
we must be fair to all sections of this country 
as far as the issue of labour force for the 
Spanish territories is concerned. 

We have sought f:-tirness as far the recruitment 
into the Army, the Police and the Civil Service 
is concerned. In respect of this I would admit 
that we from Calabar Province have been cheat
ing other sections "f 'his country as far as the 
exportation of mJnpower to the Spanish terri
tories is concerned. From the new agreement 
to be signed may I urge the Federal Govern
ment that in future, indeed from next month, 
the allocation of manpower export to the 
Spanish territories should be made as tq 50 per . 
cent to the North, 20 per ce11t. t() the . J;:~~t ;~,nd 

20 per cent to the West and 10 per cent to the 
Federal territory of Lagos. Now may I say 
that this exportation of manpower from one 
particular province in the past has made us to 
remain permanently a minority to other sections 
of the people of this country. 

I know many Members have been attacking 
us on the Floor of this House because of lack of 
a fair allocation of posts in the Civil Service of 
this country as well as in the Army. As far as 
this question of exportation of manpower to the 
Spanish territories is concerned may I say that 
we are not prepared to cheat our Northern 
brothers in this respect. I am taking this 
opportunity to say that as from now henceforth 
50 per cent quota goes to the North, 20 per cent 
to the East, 20 per cent to the West and 10 per 
cent only to the Federal Territory. May I say 
that if this good offer-

Mr J. B. Eboigbodi (Asaba West) : The han. 
Member for Uyo South West (Mr Brown) is 
being irrelevant because nobody sends his 
people there, they go there on their free will. 

Mr Brown : I am saying that as far as the 
agreement for exporting manpower from 
Nigeria to the Spanish territories is being 
drafted and signed by the Federal Government 
the allocation of manpower to that country must 
also be shared out by the Federal Government. 
If we had been going down there . by ourselves 
without being ordered to do so by the Federal 
Governme~t, I am asking that there will be no 
need of signing an agreement with them. A 
Bill should be brought to the Floor of this 
House banning Nigerians from going there and 
I can instruct my people not to go there. But 
as far as the Federal Government is still 
encouraging the transportation of manpo·wer to 
that territory I am saying that we must share 
the allocation of this manpower among all the 
Regions so that when Nigerians are ill-treated 
in that territory Members from the East, the 
West and the North plus Members from 
Calabar Province will say unanimously on the 
Floor of this House that the Government 
should do something so as to relieve their people 
in those territories of the persecution, prosecu
tion and ill-treatment they have been made to 
suffer in the past. 

If Members refuse to accept this offer may I 
now call on the F'ed.::ral Government to abolish 
all tre;aties and agreements in respect of this 
exportation· of manpower to that territory. 
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·May I say that in the past we were told that 
Nigerians exported out from this country to 
Fernando Po-

The Chairman : I think the hon. Member 
for Uyo South West (Mr Brown) is grossly 
irrelevant. Head 633 true enough is a miscel
laneous item, but if the hon. Member looks 
under the provisions he will certainly find 
nothing about Fernando Po labour. The 
only thing that has to do with Labour is 
Labour Services, Buildings and Civil Enginnering 
Works. 

Mr Brown : I was speaking on General 
Labour within the country. May I say that 
as far as labour within the country is concerned 
I would very much urge the Federal Govern
ment to do everything possible so as to encour
age the use of the human labour within the 
country by establishing farm settlements in 
the Regions particularly in my own Division, 
Uyo Division. As a matter of fact I must 
confess that I have not been very happy in the 
past because of the waste of manpower, the 
human resources of this country. For . in
stance, we in the Regions cannot benefit from . 
the industries established by the Federal 
Government if industries are first of all esta
blished in the Federal Territory-

The Chairman: Again, Head 633 the 
relevant section is abouc Labour Exchanges an·d 
Offices, Staff Quarters and Minor Works. If the 
hon. Member for Uyo South West is goirig to· 
discuss Labour it must be· within the context 
of Head 633. 

Mr Brown : I beg to support: 

Alhaji Aminu Kano (Kano East): Just one 
point about this question of control of pilgrims 
going to Mecca. I think that it is necessary 
that pressure is brought by the Prime Minister 
with consultation with other world Muslim 
Leaders ahout the sufferings of our pilgrims in 
Mecca. The Nigerian Government is spending 
a lot of money in seeing to it -that pilgrims are 
happy and that there is strict control of their 
health, etcetera. 

I feel that the time has come when the h0n. 
Prime Minister, in co-operation with other 
world leaders like President Sekou Toure, 
President Abdul Nasser of Egypt, King 
Hussein of Jordan. and all other Muslim 
Leaders of the world, should . per_suade· the 

Saudi Arabian Government to declare the 30 
mile territory of Mecca an International Muslim 
Territory so that nobody will leave his country 
and go to a country where the rule of the day is 
autocracy, and where the people are subjected 
to autocratic Government by the Saud. If we 
continue to vote money here for the use of our 
pilgrims and subject our people to a kind of 
feudal system of society in a place where they 
worship, I think that we are not helping our 
people. I think the Prime Minister is in a 
position now to bring pressure through the 
other Muslim Leaders of the world. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs (Alhaji 
Shehu Shagari): On a point of order, I think 
the hon. Member for Kano East (Alhaji A minu 
Kano) is being irrelevant in his remarks. 

The Chairman : I see here Pilgrims' 
Transit Camp-

The Minister of Internal Affairs: I 
think the hon. Member for Kano East should 
discuss what he is saying under the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

The Chairman : I think it is a border line 
case. 

Alhaji Aminu Kano : I am speaking about 
the control of pilgrims-

The .Minister of Internal Affairs : That is 
control from this end ; the hon. Member has 
been discussing. the question of diplomacy 
which, to me, comes under .the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. The hon. Member for Kano 
East is talking about the policies of Foreign 
Governments which has nothing to do with 
pilgrims. 

The Chairman : As I said before, I think 
it is a marginal case; if only' the Alhaji would 
appreciate the title upon which he is speaking. 

Alhaji Aminu Kano : M ay I say that more 
facilities should be given to our pilgrims in 
Mecca because one is· impressed by what other 
countries do. Last year, when I was there 
not a single van with medical facilities was 
provided for the Nigerians who were there. 

The Minister of Mines and Power (Alhaji 
Yusuff Maitama Sule): Maybe the hon. 
Member for Kano East (A lhaji Aminu Kano) 
stayed in a remote ~rea. I looked for him 
but r could not_see him. . . 
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Alhaji Aminu Kano : I did not see any 
van. Many pilgrims were stranded, they 
wanted help and they saw nobody. I want 
more facilities to be provided for our pilgrims 
going to Mecca. 

The Chairman : Shettima Ali Monguno

The Minister of Mines and Power : The 
hon. Member for Kaga Marghi (Shettima 
Monguno) is not an Alhaji. 

The Chairman : I do not think there is 
anything either in the Estimates or a ruling 
from the Chair confining the debate to Alhajis. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi): 
Thank you, Mr Chairman, for saving me from 
the Minister of Mines and Power who, I think, 
should have known me better. 

Just a point on sports. I think our very 
recent performances at Accra and Dakar are 
rather appalling and I think there should be 
an investigation into the running of soccer in 
this country. If the Minister finds it rather a 
burden and he could hardly spare the time 
to look into these matters they should be 
taken out of his hands and given to another 
Minister. 

It is very disappointing the way soccer is 
organised and the way the Nigeria Football 
Association operates. I am suggesting in 
all seriousness that the Minister should look 
into the activities of the N.F.A. with a view 
to remedying the situation. I think those 
responsible for the selection of a national 
football team should look far and wide, not 
just confine themselves to either the East or 
West or both but go farther North also and 
select a team not necessarily eleven players 
representing the three Regions of Nigeria but 
eleven players from all over the country, the 
best in the whole country. 

Mr M. C. K. Obi (Afenmai East): This 
Head of the Estimates is what I would describe 
as an "Extravagant Head". I say so because 
most of the items have been repeated under 
other Heads of the Estimates. 

The question of the National Stadium for 
which the sum of £800,000 has been provided 
is something that requires very deep considera" 
tion. The one we had did not last for two 
years even though millions of pounds was spent 
on it. It was demolished, and now we want to 
put up another one and we have provided 

£800,000 for that. Th,at is one reason why 
I say that this Head is an "Extravagant Head". 
Care must be taken to see that the National 
Stadium we are going to put up is one that is 
going to remain permanent and which will 
befit the dignity ofthis country. 

I would like the Federal Government to go to 
Ibadan and see the Liberty Stadium ; we want 
something of that nature to be put up rather 
than building this year and the following year 
we demolish it and two years later we put up a 
fresh estimate. This is extravagance on the 
part of the Federal Government, and these 
things must stop. 

The other point is that it was a very big 
disgrace when the Head of State of Guinea, 
President Sekou Toure came, the place 
Traditional Dancr.s "'ere staged was the 
King George V Stadium which was built years 
ago and which has outlived its usefulness. 
That place is no use, so, I am appealing to the 
Government to do something about this. 

As for sports, I think that the time has come 
when we should have a Minister for Sports 
rather than allow the Minister of Labour's 
attention to be distracted by going to Fernando 
Po and answering Labour questions. We 
want a separate Minister for Sports and a 
separate Minister for Labour. Also, the time 
has come that we should have professional 
footballers, people who take real interest in 
sports, who should be paid and who should not 
be allowed to do any other job other than 
concentrate on Sports. Until that is done we 
will, as I said, continue to suffer very disgraceful 
defeats from countries like Ghana and other 
small countries around us. 

Let the Federal Government not be extra
vagant, I warn. 

I support. 

Mr I. 0. Chikelu (Udi Central): I am 
confining myself particularly to Sub-head 
221-Labour Exchanges and Offices-for which 
a fat sum of £60,900 has been voted. I hope 
that this money will be properly made use of. 

It had been my experience that neither the 
Federal Government nor the Regional Govern
ments make use of the Labour Exchanges and 
Offices. A Labour Exchange is meant to help 
the Government in selecting people qualified 
for particular posts in which they will give the 
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country maximum service. The work of The Minister of Mines and Power 
Labour Exchanges had been taken over by (Alhaji the hon . Yusuff Maitama Sule): I beg 
people who are interested in pushing forward to second. 
their own relatives, thus practising what is 
called nepotism. 

If Labour Offices are made use of, I think 
that two important things will be done. The 
first is that people who should not be employed 
wiiJ be told to go home and they will do that. 
When we are computing figures of unemploy
ment here, we often forget that there are some 
people who are unemployable, but they invade 
offices asking to be made this or that. Labour 
Offices should use the yard-stick of telling 
people the qualifications require for particular 
appointments so that anybody not measuring 
up to expectation will not come to worry them. 

The second is that those who are employed 
will know that justice is done and maintained. 
If a man is employed because he has a relative 
behind him, he will be happy I know, but he 
will be unhappy when he knows that somebody 
more qualified· than himself remains unemplo
yed because he has nobody behind him. So, I 
think Labour Offices should be made use of by 
the Federal Government and by the Regional 
Governments. 

I support. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved : That the Expenditure from the 
Development Fund of One Miiiion, Twenty
Two Thousand, Four Hundred Pounds for 
the purposes set out in the Draft Estimates 
of Capital Expenditure, 1963-64, under Head 
633- Miscellaneous, be approved. 

HEAD 636-POLICE 
Two Million, Eight Hundred and Thirty 

Thousand and Fifty Pounds for the purposes 
set out in the Draft Estimates of Capital Expen
diture, 1963-64, under Head 636-Police, 
approved. 

HEAD 637-GENERAL 
Minister of State (Chief the hon. H. Omo

Osagie) : I beg to move, That the Expenditure 
from the Development Fund of Six Million, 
One Hundred and Six Thousand, Fi.ve Hun
dred Pounds for the purposes set out in the 
Draft Estimates of Capital Expenditure, 1963-
64, under Head 637-General, be approved. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs (Alhaji 
the hon. Shehu Shagari) : I beg to move an 
Amendment under this Head of 637 of the 
Capital Expenditure Estimates as follows-

"To insert a new Sub-head 532-Mid-West 
Referendum-and to provide a sum of 
£80,000 under this Sub-head." 

I hereby signify the Governor-General's 
recommendation to so move. 

This amount is required in order to put 
into effect the previous decision of this honour
able House that a referendum should be held 
to determine whether a Fourth Region should 
be created in the Mid-West of Nigeria to 
include Benin Province, including Akoko Edo 
District in the Afenmai Division and Delta 
Province, including Warri Division and Warri 
Urban township area. 

The money now requested is required to 
meet the expenditure in connection with 
transport, including motor vehicles and river 
transport, equipment, printing and stationery, 
including the printing of all papers and the 
salaries and allowances of the supervisor, his 
Secretary, Referendum officers, Polling and 
Presiding officers and thousands of other 
supporting staff who will supervise and orga
nise the referendum. 

I am sure hon. Members will support the 
provision of this money and I beg to move. 

The Minister of Mines and Power (Alhaji 
the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule): I beg to 
second. 

Mr E. A. Mordi (Asaba East): I just want 
to thank the Government for making this 
provision for the Mid-West plebiscite. I, 
however, would like to say one or two things 
or to repeat one or two things which I said 
when this matter was first discussed in this 
House some time ago. The plebiscite to 
determine the creation of a Mid-West state 
is a matter which is in everybody's mind , 
especially in the minds of those who are true 
Mid-Westerners and, as far as Mid-Westerners 
are concerned , it is a matter of life and death. 

Now, this matter being uppermost in the 
minds of Mid-Westerners, it wiiJ be very 
necessary to make sure that everybody is 
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[MR E. A. MORDI 1 
given the opportunity of indicating his or 
her wish on this issue. There are many 
people who registered during the 1959 registra
tion for the Federal elections. They were 
either in the Mid-West area at that time or 
they had to be on leave and so had the opportu
nity of registering in the Mid-West area. Some 
of these people unfortunately, have been trans
ferred to the North or West or East and those of 
them who are in Federal Departments have had 
to go on transfer all over the country. So, 
whenever this plebiscite is going to be held 
and these people do not have the opportunity 
to go and cast their votes, it is definitely going 
to work against the plebiscite. Therefore, I 
consider it absolutely necessary for the Federal 
Government to make all arrangements to make 
it possible for everybody who registered, 
whether the person be in the North, or East 
or West, to go home and cast a vote. 

It is very significant because as far as this 
plebiscite is concerned we require 60 per cent 
of all the registered voters and not necessarily 
of the people who are voting, and therefore 
everybody who has registered is to vote in 
order to be reckoned. If you vote against it 
it will be against the Mid-West, if you do not 
vote at all, it is against the Mid-West: 

So what I am trying to say is that it is 
absolutely necessary that that day, should be 
made a public holiday so that every Mid
Westerner, wherever he or she may be, should 
be allowed to go back home to the Mid-West 
and vote. 

I also want to say that I had expected per
sonally that before this House rises the hon. 
Prime Minister would be able to make a 
statement as to the date of the plebiscite. It 
is unfortunate that he is not here and he may 
not be here before this House rises. It is 
therefore unlikely that we can get anything, 
any idea of the date of the plebiscite before 
going home. I further want to say that since 
it is his prerogative to decide upon this date, 
he should have to take into consideration the 
conditions which now obtain. 

I refer to the climatic conditions. The 
rainy season is fast coming on, and there are 
many parts of the Mid-West where by June 
or July, the rains are so heavy that it is abso
lutely impossible to travel. 

I am therefore suggesting very strongly to 
the Prime M_inister, that he will be doing a 
great deal of justice to the people of the Mid
West if he can, between now and the earliest 
possible moment, fix a date for us· so that this 
plebiscite will be held before the rain gets 
very heavy as it is definitely bound to make 
it difficult for people to come to the place and 
cast their votes. 

As I said before, apart from making it 
possible for the people to come in to vote, 
and apart also from this question of rainfall 
being considered by the hon. Prime Minister, 
I would also suggest that the date for the 
plebiscite be made a general public holiday 
for everybody in Nigeria. 

I beg to support. 

Mr A. A. Ajibola (Egbado South): It is 
very interesting that provision is made for the 
housing of Ministers and Parliamentary Secre
taries, and it is very interesting that plans are 
in hand for a new house for the Prime Minister, 
but I would say that it is not enough to make 
provision for our Ministers and Parliamentary 
Secretaries only. 

An hon. Member : On a point of order, 
Sir, there is an Amendment to that Motion. 

The Chairman : Order ! Shall we then 
dispose of the Amendment ? 

Question, That the words proposed to be 
inserted be there inserted, put and agreed to. 

Mr Ajibola : I was mentioning the housing 
of Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries. I 
said it is very good, also I think, to have a 
comfortable house befitting the dignity of the 
Prime Minister. I would say there has been a 
great omission, and that is, about comfortable 
houses for the Members of this House. 

It is true that we put up at the Victoria 
Island, but they are not comfortable places at 
all. We would like the Federal Government 
to look into the comfort of hon. Members, 
who are helping the Ministers to do their jobs. 
Again, there is one great punishment which is 
being meted out to the Members of this 
honourable House. ·· It is when we are sitting 
here that we can live freely in these houses, 
but immediately we adjourn we have to pay 
charges of one guinea per day, if we should 
stay in the building. 
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Most of us live in our constituencies or in 
some other parts of the Federation. But 
occasionally we may . want to come doWn to 
Lagos either to do our duty as the n!presenta
tives of our people or as professionals. We 
feel that we should not be charged any amount 
of money. Mter all in this place we are not 
provided with food . It is just a question of 
bed and some chairs and tables. 

Also we would like to have this matter 
considered by the Government so that we can 
stay there freely any time we come to Lagos. 
We would like in each flat that th.ere should be 
a telephone. At present, it is very difficult for 
Members to telephone back home and . we 
would like this to be duly considered. The 
comfort of the Members of this House should 
be the primary concern of the Federal Govern
ment. 

Personally, I live in Lagos and practise in 
Lagos, though I go home occasionally to see 
my people. But when we consider those who 
come from very long distances they have to 
put up in a house after all. We should like 
this system of payment to be abolished. 

Again, at times when·we get our pay, one is 
always surprised that a certain amount has 
been deducted. When one asks, the answer 
is that it is because of accommodation, and no 
amount of argument can make the deduction 
be refunded. With our very poor pay as 
Members of this House, it is unfair to us that a 
part of that money should go back to Govern
ment on account of accommodation. I ·would 
like this matter to be thoroughly, sympathe
tically and generously considered. 

I beg to support. 

Mr P. 0. Eleke (Okigwi South East) :Under 
this Head we have £45,000 for special assistance 
to friendly countries. I very much welcome 
this vote and we hope this money will be 
wisely spent on friendly countries more 
especially on the other Mrican States which 
need our help either in cash or in kind. This 
is an important way of fostering the African 
unity which we all very much need, and this 
will bring about good relationships with other 
nations of the world. 

Here too about £2 million ' has been set aside 
to be given to the National Universities 
Commission. I sincerely believe that a subs
tantial amount from this huge sum of money 

will be given to the University of Nigeria, 
Nsukka, for expansion and development which 
is very much needed there. 

The third point is about the population 
census. Here over £2t million has been voted 
for the forthcoming census. This is all right ; 
we support the vote, but I have to warn that 
we do not want what happened during the last 
census to happen again. We will not tolerate 
any more nonsense on the next census. We 
hope there will be no more Regional scrambling 
for supremacy about the census and no more 
reckless and contradictory statements about 
the census result when it. comes out next time. 

We do not want to waste more money for 
nothing when our people are suffering from 
hunger and mass unemployment. We do 
really hope that the Prime Minister and his 
Regional colleagues will be equal to the occasion 
and save the country from any urgly embarrass
ment. 

I beg to support. 

M. Maina Waziri (Potiskum): In sup
porting this Head I have a brief comment to 
make. The first one is about the special 
assistance to friendly countries. The amount 
of £40,000 which has been voted seems to me 
to be insufficient because Nigeria is being 
looked upon as one of the biggest countries in 
Africa, and in fact, it is. If this is the case, 
this amount is very small for assistance to 
friendly countries, especially countries in 
South Africa and also those in Portuguese 
possessions which are suffering too much now. 
Therefore, if we really want the unity of Nigeria 
and if we want to assist the friendly countries, 
this amount is very small indeed. I think the 
Government should do something about it. 

I beg to support. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister oflnternalAffairs (Mr M . 0. Okilo): 
In supporting the Motion before the House I 
would like to pass a word to the political 
leaders of the Mid-West areas in connection 
with the forthcoming plebiscite. I want to 
appeal to the leaders not to ignore the minority 
opinions in the proposed Mid-West State. 
The people there have expressed disagreement 
on certain minor matters which should be 
settled within the area. 
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compensation is given to them after they have 
taken upon themselves to build roads and the 
Government says we have independence. This 
independence is only for the urbanised areas. 

I would urge the Government to see to it 
that in future both external and internal 
loans should be given in large enough quanti
ties to allow the Regional Governments to 
make use of such money for real development 
work for the rural areas otherwise we shall 
lead a delegation here to the Prime Minister 
and protest on behalf of the rural areas before 
the life of this Parliament comes to an end. 

The Minister of Finance : I quite appre
ciate the worries of hon. Members about the 
development of rural areas, to such an extent 
that they want us to give more grants and 
loans to the Regional Governments to enable 
them carry out their assignments. 

My hon. Friend the Member for Urhobo 
Central (Chief Mariere) who happens to be 
my cousin and comes from the same place as I, 
knows well that we all have our responsibilities. 
The Regional Governments have their res
ponsibilities and we have ours. If we were 
to carelessly dole out our loans and funds as 
grants to the Regional Governments what 
would happen to our <;>wn responsibilities ? 
Shall we shirk them, or shall we just throw 
them overboard. Hon. Members should know 
that the credit-worthiness of the Federation 
overseas is not recommended on Regional 
achievements or the financial bouyancy of 
Regional Governments but on the overall 
credit-worthiness and financial bouyancy of 
the Federal Government in particular. That 
being so, it is important for the whole country, 
for the Federal Government to continue to 
command substantial funds, to have the neces
sary money in order that our credit-worthiness 
may not be in doubt ; that is important. 

And what is more important is the fact 
that unless we keep some of the funds we 
have in reserve, if there is any financial turmoil 
that affects any particular Region going into 
financial liquidation, it will not be possible for 
the Federal Government to come to the 
support of such Regional Governments. If we 
were to be in such a position, which God forbid, 
then the whole financial system will collapse 
and I am sure that no one would like the 
financial system of our dear country to collapse. 

. The position is that the loans which we are 
raising must be raised for specific projects 
and in accordance with the policy of the 
Government, which is that those projects must 
be viable and must be productive. In other 
words, the money invested must within a 
reasonable time be able to repay itself so that 
we can use the money for · other purposes. 
That is what a wise businessman will do. 
But a foolish businessman would like to invest 
here, invest there and yonder and even by 
the time he wants money to feed himself he 
finds that he has to go and take an overdraft. 
A man who lives on overdraft cannot consider 
himself a good businessman or a prudent 
businessman. 

Thus the situation gives us our responsibility 
and gives us our financial possibilities to 
enable us to meet these responsibilities. 

The same thing applies to the Regional 
Governments. It is only necessary for us to 
have a credit-worthy whole in Nigeria and 
we should also ask our Regional counterparts to 
be careful the way they spend their own money, 
to put them in productive enterprises and 
develop the rural areas within the limit of their 
financial resources. I think that my hon. 
Friend and brother will appreciate our difficul
ties that we must give what we have. I do 
not agree with him that we are trying to 
practise the biblical injunction to those that 
have, more shall be given and to those that 
have not, even the little which they seem to 
have may be taken away from them. It is 
one of those wonders of the Bible. Like the 
hon. Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) 
those that they have in Uyo will he taken-

Mr P. E. Ekanem : On a point of informa
tion, the Minister of Finance has taken our 
Fernando Po trade. That was the only means 
of our livelihood and he has taken it. 

The Chairman : Do you mean smuggling ? 

The Minister of Finance : I am very 
grateful to the Chairman. This is a correct 
interpretation of bibilical injunction. Even 
the small one which the hon. Member for 
Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) seems to have had, 
which is smuggling, should be taken away from 
him. We must praise all the Regional Govern
ments and the Federal Government ; all of 
them. 
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Chief Abii : Does the Minister want us to adage that says, when somebody has done a 
praise the Regional Governments that signed little, he has to be congratulated for the little 
for all their loans with their toes? he has done, then he will do more. We are of 

The Minister of Finance : I think that we 
have every reason to thank everybody on this 
particular issue because we have a parable that 
a fatherless or a motherless child takes lessons 
from where a child is taking lessons from his 
parents. If any Regional Government has 
faltered or made some mistakes in its financial 
policy and practice, I think other Regional 
Governments should learn a good lesson from 
it. For that alone, we should thank them, 
but I really feel strongly that we have not 
made mistakes that are not redeemable. What
ever we have done in our transitional stage 
from colonial finance to sovereignty finance, we 
have every reason to thank God that we have 
not made irredeemable mistakes that we have 
been able to develop our country to such a 
proportion that it astonishes everybody who 
comes to Nigeria. I think this is a statement 
of fact. 

It is true that we have not been able to go 
far enough, but time was against us and now 
that people are trying to go to the moon, we 
cannot afford to ride a push bike. We too 
must make some strides. That refers to the 
portion of my Budget Speech in which I said 
that the countries that have must come to 
help us. But they are not to give us loans, as 
my hon. Friend had said, with strings and 
conditions that will make it impossible for us 
to make good use of the money. In any case, 
I will never take such loans, I can assure hon. 
Members. We will have to take only such 
loans or grants as have no evil strings attached. 
Let them give us some loans or grants. We 
are not beggars. We want some money to 
help ourselves. After .all, they have taken so 
much fro.m this country in those days when 
nobody knew who was taking our money. We 
are asking them to give us back a little of what 
they have taken so that we too can enjoy life 
more abundantly. 

Mr N. E. Elenwa (Ahoada West): I have 
to congratulate the Minister of Finance for the 
able way he has been able to go round the 
world to get us money. I do not call this 
begging because we are going to pay it back. 

When one comes to Sub-head 3-United 
Kingdom Commonwealth Assistance Loan 
1962-which is about £900,000, there is one 

the opinion that the United Kingdom Govern
ment being the Government which has nur
tured us up to this time and which has brought 
us up to the present standard we have attained, 
at least should do something better and more 
for this country. After all, it is a loan and some 
of it is a grant. We have to thank them very 
much for that which they have done and expect 
that in future they will do something greater 
for this country. 

Another point I have to raise here is about 
Sub-head SOl-United Kingdom Government 
Grant for Education-which is £2,500,000. 
We are grateful to the United Kingdom for 
giving us so much for our education in this 
country. Afterall, why people are worried in 
this country to-day is nothing but for education. 
Both the poor and the rich, everybody, would 
like to educate his child. If we talk of industry, 
farming, agriculture and other things, without 
education I think none of these things will 
materialise. With this little assistance they 
have given to this country, we are grateful to 
them, but we want them to give us more because 
Nigeria is a big country with great potentialities. 

An bon. Member : Do they own us ? 

Mr Elenwa : They do not own us, but as 
we know they are our fathers. Nigeria with 
its teeming population should need something 
substantial from the United Kingdom. 

The United States has given us about 
£900,000. For this we are grateful to them; 
we are thankful for this money granted to this 
country and we are hoping that in future as 
these countries look forward to Nigeria, a day 
will come when Nigeria too will begin to assist 
these countries. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved : That the expenditure from the 
Development Fund of Fourteen Million, 
Eight Hundred and Forty-Five Thousand and 
Fifty Pounds for the purposes set out in the 
Draft Estimates of Capital Expenditure, 1963-
64, under Head 640-Loans On-Lent and 
External Grants to Regions, be approved. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 

Resolved : That this House doth agree with 
the Committee in the said Resolutions.-

[THE MINISTER OF FINANCE.] 
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FEDERAL CoMMISSIONS (PRIVILEGES good Bill, but we must be very careful how we 
AND IMMUNITIES) BILL cover up these Commissioners so that they will 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh): I beg to move, That an 
Act to provide for the immunity from civil 
proceedings of members of the Judicial 
Service Commission and the Public Service 
Commission of the Federation and for the 
privilege of the documents of such Commissions 
be read a Second time. 

This Bill is to provide for the immunity 
from civil proceedings of members of the 
Judicial Service Commission, of the Public 
Service Commission and, as I shall amend later, 
of the Police Service Commission and also for 
the privilege of the documents of such Com
missions. 

This is a straight-forward Bill. Hon. 
Members know that these privileges are due to 
these Commissions during the discharge of their 
duties and I commend it seriously for the 
acceptance of the House. 

The Minister of Establishments (Hon. 
J. C. Obande): I beg to second. 

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo South West) : 
Although this Bill appears to be very short and 
very brief, may I say that I view it with 
suspicion. The Bill looks somewhat dange
rous in outlook. May I say that if the spirit 
of the Bill were only to be implemented by 
those named in the Bill, I would have had no 
cause to make anv comments at all. I know 
the hon. Minister of Finance presenting this 
Bill is presenting it in good faith, but we should 
do very little to protect the interests of these 
Commissioners because not all of them will in 
future prove worthy of what is expected of 
them all the time. 

May I say also that if this Bill were to be a 
worthy Bill, why should Members of this 
House not be included ? Are we not entitled 
to immunity ourselves ? 

Several hon. Members : We are, already. 

not abuse the privileges given to them. 

Mr D. E. Y. Agbahowa (Benin West): 
This is a very progressive Bill and I am happy 
to contribute to its passage. However, I 
would like to make observations on the provi
sions of section 2 of the Bill. It says that if, 
in the opinion of the Attorney-General, certain 
documents are regarded as privileged, their 
production in evidence shall not be compellable 
in a court of law. 

To all intents and purposes, this prov1s10n 
appears to be innocuous. One would say that 
from experience this is a sort of serious limita
tion of the rights of citizens because it is an 
essential ingredient of democracy that the 
courts shall be open to any aggrieved citizen. 
Once the courts are open, the means at least 
of redress must not be in any way limited. 
As it is, it appears that if in the opinion of the 
Attorney-General certain documents shall be 
regarded as privileged, the production of such 
documents shall not be compellable. 

I would say that this appears to be a very 
serious invasion of the rights of the citizens 
of this country. If in the opinion of the 
Attorney-General, or in the opinion of the 
Government, the documents that might be 
affected are within the category of secret 
documents of state, it is understandable. It 
is in the interests of all of us that secret docu
ments of state should not really be brought to 
the court. But as it is left now, it is almost a 
blank cheque. In other words if any docu
ment in the opinion of the Attorney-General, 
appears to be privileged, and the communica
tions of the members of the commission or 
their findings at least in the opinion of the 
Attorney-General should be regarded as 
privileged, the courts have to be stopped from 
asking for the production of such documents. 

I would seriously add that it should not be 
left so generalised. Some limitations should 
be put to the extent to which the Attorney
General in this matter could say that one 
docwnent is privileged or is not privileged. 
If I may give a typical example, if a civil 

Mr Brown: I know we are. We only servant, may be in the upper segment, is 
enjoy these immunities when we are in session reported adversely against, and he can put up a 
here, but when we go out, we are molested by defence at least before the Public Service 
the Police. I think otherwise this is a very Commission, and ultimately they find against 
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him, and he feels that he has been deeply I think hon. Members will agree with me 
wronged and he wants to challenge that act, that in the interest of running such important 
that decision, by an action in court-we had Commissions on behalf of the Government, 
a recent precedent in the Eastern Region- such a section is necessary and expedient. 
and the decision of the Commissioners as such 
is regarded as privileged by the Attorney- ~r ~· ~· Onwuchekwa (Aho~d~ Central): 
General, it would appear that this man at This B.Ill IS a welcome one and It IS non-con
least is up against a brick wall, and he cannot troversial. It has come at a. very opl?ortune 
cause the decisions of the Commissioners to be moment. But I hold the view . that. It does 

d d · ·d ce not go far enough. For one thmg, It ought 
pro uce m evi en . h · 1 Th · h · . . to ave a savmg c ause. at Is, ere It 

~ would _respectfully ask tha~ senous conside- provides privileges but there is no responsibility 
ration be g~ven to the observatiOns I have made. attached to it. 
In this respect-! am seeing now that my 
leader is very eager to throw me out-it may 
be said that my fears are not genuine and that 
in actual practice they may not happen. It is 
better at least to provide against contingencies 
that might arise later. And, in circumstances 
of this kind I am asking the Government to 
provide against any possible contingency that 
may arise, by putting some limitations to the 
absolute power of the Attorney-General to 
regard certain documents as privileged. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Finance : My hon. 
Friend, as a lawyer, must have succeeded in 
arguing a very hard case well. But it may 
interest the House to know the facts. Section 2 
of the Bill deals with privilege of documents. 
Section 2 makes specific the documents that 
are to be privileged documents ; that are 
classified as privileged documents. 

My hon. Friend tried to argue his case by 
saying that all sorts of documents, as long as 
the Attorney-General declares them privileged, 
they will be privileged and will not be tendered 
in evidence in court. That is not so. 

The documents that are to be privileged 
under this law are clearly stated in section 2, 
and with your permission, I will quote :-

2. Any report, statement or other communi
cation or record of any meeting, enquiry or 
proceedings which a Commission may make in 
the due exercise of its functions or which any 
member of a Commission may make in the due 
performance of his duties shall be privileged-
That is in the Bill. They are all specified in 

section 2 of the Bill, and it is not just any 
Government document or file or so, but any 
such documents as stated in that section of the 
Bill will be privileged, if the Attorney-General 
is satisfied that in the interest of the public 
duty of this Commission, it is not necessary 
to tender them in evidence. 

I feel that it might be open to abuse. I 
know very well that the people who are 
appointed to any Commission are people 
of high integrity, but all the same, human 
nature being what it is, it is better that there 
should be provided a saving clause, whereby 
if any member of a Commission deliberately 
distorts facts, he would be penalised. 

That is my observation-that it ought to 
have gone farther still than this to provide a 
saving clause, so that if any member of a 
Commission, especially where it is a sole 
Commissioner, deliberately distorts some facts, 
he should he penalised. 

With this remark, I beg to support the Bill. 

Mr D. M. Gbolagunte (Ibarapa): I only 
want to say that there is a fear that there is 
no date of commencement on this Bill. I 
know the Government are at liberty to fix a 
date of commencement. But I just want to 
suggest that they should not make the Bill 
retrospective. Because if it is retrospective, 
we shall have to suspect that they want to put 
up this to protect somebody, who in the past, 
had done some act. 

A few days ago we found that some intellec
tuals challenged the report of a certain Com
mission of Enquiry. In future, they may not 
have the right to do that, but as it is now, an 
aggrieved person may go to court to challenge 
the action of a Commission, if it had happened 
in the past. 

If this Bill is made retrospective, I am 
quite sure that such an aggrieved person will 
not have the right of redress. So, I suggest 
that the date should not be retrospective. It 
should start to-day, and then we can feel that 
there is no such suspicion anywhere and that it 
is not intended to protect any individual. 

I beg to support. 
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The Minister of Financ e : Honestly, I 
think the hon. Gentleman is living in the past 
because everyl,ody knows that no Bill could 
be enforced unless it receives the assent of the 
Governor-General, and the Governor-General 
cannot assent to any Bill unless it passes 
through this House, and through the Senate ; 
and therefore the date of commencement 
cannot be inserted before the Bill is presented. 

So, I really do not know the arguments of my 
hon: Friend excepting that he thinks of certain 
intellectuals to whom he has mortgaged his 
own intellect. So, I really think that the 
pomt made by my hon. Friend does not arise 
at all. 

Question put ,;;;:d agreed to. 

Bill read a . Second time and immediately 
considered in Committee. 

Clauses 1-3- oraered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 4: 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to move, 
That Clause 4, Page C107, line 17, after 
"means" insert "the Police Service Com
mission". 

The Minister of Establishments (Hon. 
J. C. Obande): I beg to Second. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Clause 5- (SHORT TITLE AND 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Bill reported, with Amendment. 

EXTENT)-

Motion made and Question proposed, That 
the Bill be now read the Third Time.-(THE 
MINISTER OF FINANCE) . 

Mr I. A. Brown (Uyo .South West) : As 
far as the setting up of certain C::ommissions by 
the . Federal Government is concerned, may 
1 say that in future, members of such Com
missions should always · be drawn from the 
three Regions of the Federation including the 
Federal territory. 

Mr D. Senu-Oke (Badagry) : This Bill is 
very good but those affected must be careful 
in applying it. The insertion of the Police 
Commission is what I would like to talk about. 
The Police in some cases, when something 
happens, go into people houses, and pack all 
sorts of things including letters and all docu
ments, so that the provision must be carefully 
applied and a warning should be inserted 
because of the action of the Police. I say this 

Second Reading] 

because the Police Commission has just been 
inserted. We must open our eyes and ·Watch 
out. 

I support. 
Question put and agreed to. 
Bill read the Third time and passed. 

PooL BETTING BILL 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs (Alhaji 
the hon. Shehu Shagari) : I rise to move-

That a Bill for an Act to amend the Pool 
Betting Control Act of 1961 and to extend 
the application of the Act as amended to 
Northern and Eastern Nigeria respectively; 
and for other purposes connected therewith 
be now read a Second time. 

I would like to tender my apologies to hon. 
Members for bringing this Bill to this House 
at such short notice, but I am sure that hon. 
Members will appreciate the reasons for the 
action I have taken during the course of my 
speech. 

This Bill marks the end of the protracted 
negotiations which have been going on with 
the Regional Governments on the question of 
getting the Regions to agree on a central 
control of pool betting. Towards the end of 
1961 the Western Regional Government indi
cated its intention to legislate on their own 
behalf and as hon. Members are already aware, 
the Western Region Government has since 
done so and no pool company can now operate 
in that Region without obtaining a licence 
from the Western Region Government. 

The position in the North in 1961 was that 
the Regional Government would be content 
to empower the Federal Government to legis
late on their behalf, provided that pool betting 
business was entirely prohibited in Northern 
Nigeria under such legislation. The Eastern 
Region Government, on the other hand, 
indicated that they would empower the Federal 
Government to legislate on their behalf on the 
terms and conditions of the Pool Betting 
Regulations of 1959 and the Federal Pool 
Betting Control Act of 1961. Since then it 
has been necessary to have further consulta
tions with these Regions and I am happy to 
inform this House that they have now passed 
the necessary enabling Legislation empowering 
the Federal Government to legislate on the 
central control of pool hetting in those Regions. 
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My Regional counterparts and I are anxious 
that there should be no further delay in the 
Federal Government passing the necessary 
Bill to amend the Federal Pool Betting Control 
Act so as to apply its provisions to Eastern and 
Northern Nigeria. It is because· of this urgency 
that this Bill has been brought to this Parlia
ment at such short notice . .. 

It has also been necessarv to take this 
opportunity, in the interest 'of better pool 
betting control, to amend the 1961 Act to 
provide that advertisements relating to pool 
betting should not be published unless they. are 
certified by some person authorised in writing 
to do so by me. The purpose of this Amend
ment is to ensure that fraudulent advertise
ments are not published in respect of any 
pool house with a view to boosting up their 
business and so fraudulently attracting more 
customers. 

The Bill before hon. Members is a short 
one and is really non-contentious. Clause 1 
of the Bill provides that no advertisements 
relating to pool betting will be published 
unless such advertisements are certified by 
someone authorised to do so by me. Clause 
II of the Bill extends the application of the 
Federal Pool Betting Control Act of 1961 
to the two Regions, in accordance \\'ith the 
agreement reached with these Regions. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Communications (Chief 
the hon. Olu. Akinfosile): I begto second. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem : The Bill is a progressive 
one, and I rise to signify my acceptance ; but 
l have a very serious observation to make. 
Experience in the Regions, particularly in the 
rural areas, has shown that not much legal 
control is exercised over this pool betting. 
May I show this by example ? People go in to 
stake ; they pay so much and then the coupons 
are submitted, and on Saturday or Monday 
newspapers come out with the results. It is 
always stated in the papers, "not played" or 
"N.P." and it is also remarked there : "not to 
be restaked". This is a fraudulent way of 
getting money because if anybody stakes and 
the game is not played it should be restaked. 
But when they say "not to. be restaked" ,' 
where has the money gone to ? The money 
is forfeited. A lot of our money has gone 
that way. I am speaking as a sufferer and I 
know some of us here too have suffered like that. 

An hon. Me·mber : I see ; the hon. Member 
is a gambler. 

Mr Ekanem : Yes, such a practice is no 
crime. One stakes sometimes 12s a week and 
one may even stake up to £1 a week. Now, 
at the end of the week one expects something, 
and one is disappointed when one see~ "not 
played" and "not to be restaked". This 
Government should take a very serious view 
of this thing. 

Another thing is-

Alhaji Aminu Kano (Kano East) : £1 a 
week on betting ? Oma se o. 

Mr Ekanem : Yes, I know the Member for 
Kano East (Alhaji Aminu Kano) does not stake 
because he always draws his allowance from 
America. 

There are some people who have staked over 
£1,000. 

Alhaji Aminu Kano (Kano East) : On a 
point of order, I only want to remark that the 
hon. Member for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) 
is a master in this gambling habit, and I do 
not see why the Government should be called 
upon to act because of one man's habitual 
misfortune. 

Mr Ekanem : Another serious thing is that 
most of these Pool Betting houses have agents 
all over the country. Most of these agents are 
very unscrupulous. There are tirn~s when 
these agents collect money and will not post 
the money or the coupon in time, that is if they 
post it at all. One needs to go to the rural areas 
to see how people are suffering in the hands 
of these pool agents. All I am asking is that 
a law should be inserted in the provision of 
this Bill that the Regional Governments who 
are now empowered under this law should not 
allow any unscrupulous person to be a pool 
agent, especially in the rural areas .. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs : It is 
the other way round. The Regional Govern
ments empower us ; we do not empower them. 

Mr Ekanem :It is very good, because I am 
going to talk on Federal matters no\\' . The 
Minister of Internal Affairs, as the Minister 
specially in charge of these things, should 
see to it that no unscrupulous agent is appointed 
no matter whether he makes a deposit of £500 
or not, because 'the £500 deposited should not 
be used as a licence for duping the public. 
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Alhaji Be1lo Dandago (Gwarzo East): The 
hon. Men.ber for Enyong South (Mr Ekanem) 
is remembering the monies he has lost and 
therefore wants people to check unscrupulous 
agents. But who will be the judge to know 
whether somebody is unscrupulous or not ? 

Mr Ekanem : That question need not be 
answered. It is the public who will judge. 
I am speaking as a member of the public, and 
this is a very serious matter, and I think every
body in this House, except perhaps the Mem
ber for Gwarzo East (Alhaji Bello Dandago) 
has at one time or the other staked and we have 
all suffered in the hands of these unscrupulous 
agents. Not only in the hands of pool agents 
but also in the hands of insurance agents. I 
do not want to raise that now because I will 
be ruled out of order. 

I want the Minister and the Government to 
tighten the law about pool betting in this coun
try, otherwise we shall get no where; we shall 
only have people duping the illiterate and even 
literate people in the provinces. 

I beg to support. 

Mr D. U. Okay (Port Harcourt) : I welcome 
this Bill and I am happy that the Pool Betting 
Act is now being extended to the Eastern and 
Northern Regions. 

The legislation on central pool betting is 
really a necessity, but may I ask the hon. 
Minister to" make adequate provision in order to 
protect the interest of stakers in the provinces 
from the unscrupulous pool agents. 

This Bill is non-contentious and non-contro
versial. I support it. 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : 
May I also beg to support the Bill. · As my hon. 
Friend, the Member for Port Harcourt (Mr 
Okay) has said, it is non-controversial. But 
there is one thing to which I would like to draw 
the attention of the House. As a result of pool 
betting .in this country some members of the 
public, particularly the junior servants in the 
civil service, have taken to filling coupons in the 
offices rather than at home and this is certainly 
nothing but lack of a sense of responsibility. 

I hope that the Government will check this 
sort of thing. If people are conscious of their 
duties they will fill their coupons outside the 
offices and after office hours. 

I beg to support. 

Chief D. A. Ogunleye (Ede-Ejigbo): I have 
a brief comment to make about this Bill. In 
the first place I support the Bill. 

The point I want to make here is that all over 
the country we see a large number of people 
trying to bet along the roads. Some of them 
use papers or draughts and invite passers-by to 
come and join them in betting, and by so doing 
a lot of stealing has been going on. It is high 
time the Government tried to urge the police 
to be over active in this case because, all over 
important places in Ibadan we see people bet
ting, and even in Lagos, we still have some 
people betting along the streets. It is very 
surprising that even around the fiats of Mem
bers we see people betting about. As soon as 
this Bill is passed into law, I will urge that the 
Government should make it a compulsory and 
bounden duty for the police to work very hard 
in order to see that they check these people who 
are robbing the public. 

It is also a good thing and a credit to the 
Northern Government that they have prohibited 
betting in their area of authority. That is 
where the whole thing originated. This type 
of illegal betting originated from the North and 
it is very good now that it is prohibited there. 
If we want to find the easy way by which a 
person can steal or rob the country of millions 
of pounds, it is through this illegal betting. 

I beg to support. 
Mr J. U. Udenyi (Enyong North): I must 

say that this Bill is a very good one. On 
several occasions we have heard the Niger 
Pool saying that with 24 points someone has 
won £2,000, but they have never told us how 
many people won the £2,000. I feel they 
should be able to state this so that we can know 
whether this is true or false. 

If one goes to the Zetters Pool one will see 
23 points winning £10. We do not know how 
they work these things. Can the Minister tell 
us how they check these things ? Do they 
JUSt sit down there, check the things as they 
like and then give us the result ? All these 
things are not clear. So provisions must be 
made in order not to cheat betters. 

I beg to support. 

Mr J. 0. Olaore (Oshun North East) : Some 
time ago when it was usual for people to stake 
their money in overseas pools betting business 
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I think the public had every privilege of This will enable people to know that hard 
receiving whatever they won. But no sooner work leads to successful life rather than sit 
it was actually prohibited and \\>e had to make it down and hope that tomorrow an unexpected 
here in Nigeria than we found that the people fortune would come to one's door. 
were getting fraudulent. Whenever you stake 
your money in this pools business and you win 
anything you cannot get it. If you win say 
£100, before you get £20 it will be a tug-of-war. 
Most of the promoters in Nigeria are fraudulent 
men. They do not honour their pledge at all. 

I would request the Government to be very 
hard on them and at the same time the pro
moters should be asked to make substantial 
deposits with the Government in order to protect 
the interests of the public because sometimes 
the fixed odds promoters, whenever you win 
anything, not only that you will not get the 
money so won, but they often close their 
offices and run away and they cannot often be 
traced. It is necessary as provided in this Bill 
that the place of work and their full address 
plus the addresses of their next of kin should be 
supplied ever before they are registered. 
When they run away they cannot be traced 
and one gets nothing, but the public should be 
protected. 

If we say we are going to do pools betting in 
this country I do not see the reason why people 
who are engaged in such trade should defraud 
the public and make themselves rich. If 
people invest money in something they want 
returns and they deserve to be satisfied by the 
Government. If we are not staking in the 
United Kingdom any more, if we are staking 
in Nigeria, the people doing the job should be 
as honest as their counterparts in the United 
Kingdom. 

This is my submission, Mr Chairman. 

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (A\\>ka North) : It is quite 
true that a number of Members have spoken 
to say that this Bill is very welcome. It is, as a 
matter of fact, legislation for an inevitable evil 
because pools betting in my own humble 
opinion is really an inevitable evil. It makes 
the people lazy. It makes somebody hope to 
gain when he has not done any piece of work. 

A number of people enter into pools betting ; 
one or two get out of it completely impoverished 
while others get enriched. So as I said it is an 
inevitable evil and what Government is trying 
to do is to find a second alternative. But 
I rather implore the Government to banish 
pools betting completely in this country. 

As I have said I am not blaming the Govern
ment, in any case, for introducing the Bill 
because it is in the sense that there are some 
people who have special craving for idleness 
and special disposition not to do any real work. 
As for me I have never filled any pools coupon 
because I believe that I can work with my 
hands and achieve what I want to achieve. 
So the Government should take upon itself to 
educate the people that in honest work lies 
success ; not in sitting down and praying 
unnecessarily, hoping that God will come from 
heaven and help those who never help them
selves. Manna has ceased to fall from heaven 
and our people must be told that only in hard 
work can they really achieve success. 

In this connection there is only one more 
point which I want to make and that is in 
respect of the uniformity of the law. It is 
something really painful that in the Federation 
of Nigeria we can find a Region contracting 
out of a measure projected by the Government 
for the over-all good of the whole Federation. 
I hope that as circumstances are changing in 
the Western Region the Federal Government 
will not rest on its oars in trying to get the rest 
of the Federation, including the Western 
Region, into this pools betting law so that 
there might be uniformity throughout the 
Federation. 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari, Sarkin Bai 
(Dambatta): In supporting the Second Reading 
of this Bill and in supporting the last speaker, 
I should like to appeal to the Federal Govern
ment to be very, very vigilant about this pools 
betting. Fantastic sums of money are leaving 
this country unchecked and this is definitely 
detrimental to the economic progress of 
Nigeria. I appeal to the Federal Government 
to see that this pools betting is controlled or 
even banned completely. 

I beg to support. 

Mr M. D. Gbolagunte (Ibarapa) : I want to 
state, as the last speaker has said, that pools 
betting, if possible, should be banned in this 
country. My reason is this: it is most dis
graceful that school . children, even primary 
school children do bet. I do not know what 
kind of nation we hope to have in the future, 
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if we allow children of eleven years of age to 
gamble in the schools and in the presence of 
teachers. It is not the fault of the teachers 
who do not check them but it is the fault of the 
country, I suppose. In fact, we can say it is 

. the fault of this Government if it allows pools 
betting. It is something that can eat to the 
root of our progress in the future . 

We want money and that is why we bet. 
I think we can introduce another means of 
saving or getting money. The workers who 
bet may be asked to contribute say ten shillings 
(lOs) a month into a fund and perhaps after a 
period they will withdraw this money for 
something else. School children may be 
encouraged to contribute money in schools or 
perhaps to have something like a sort of saving 
as is done in England and when they are out of 
school they will have sufficient money to start 
their living. Perhaps if they start their 
living very well they will not go down to betting. 
Unfortunately, they go on the streets and find 
people who should be called beggars trying to 
bet. If they have a shilling they use it to bet, 
if they have three shillings they use two 
shillings and sixpence out of it to bet. Then 
they walk about and beg for more· money. 

I think that instead of encouraging it we 
should ban it. Unfortunately, the Federal 
Government also has gone to the extent of 
starting the Niger Pools. Well, if the Govern
ment can start that, what do we expect the 
public to do ? So if it is possible, the Niger 
Pools should be banned, pools betting should 
be banned and the country will be happier. 

It is also unfortunate that housewives in 
many cases do not have anything to do but to 
sit down and try to stake when their husbands 
are at work.: When the ·husband comes back 
one·finds a lot of row after the woman has spent 
the money to bet. I think we should ban pools 
betting instead of encouraging it. That is my 
point. It is against the Christian and Muslim 
ethics and so we should ban it. There are 
many Muslims and Christians in this country 
and we want to uphold the ethics of these 
religions. Therefore, I suggest that we should 
not encourage pools betting, we should ban it 
altogether. . 

The Minis~er of Internal Affairs : I thank 
hon. Members who have contributed so ably to 
this debate. Most of the Members who spoke 

have asked me to do exactly what this Bill is 
asking the House to approve ; that is to tighten 
control of pools promoters and pools agents. 
This Bill, if passed, will enable us to have a 
better control throughout the country. 

We are having, in the Ministry, shortly ·a 
Pools Inspectorate Division. Thi~ House has 
just passed a recurrent expenditure estimate 
under the Head of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and in it there is provision:for an inspec
torate division in the Ministry. of Internal 
Affairs. This inspectorate, when : estaplished, 
will be controlling pools betting in the Lagos 
Territory as well as in the other two Regions 
which have given us powers now to control 
pools betting in their areas. 

Apart from that also we will have power to 
give licences to the pools promoters and pools 
agents in these areas and it is true we shall give 
licences only to those agents and promoters who 
are honest. If there is any default fr.om any 
of the pools agents, then the result will be 
that he does not get his licence renewed 
because these licences are given each year. 

We also have the Police going round to 
these pools houses and inspecting their work. 
Now their hands wiil pe strengthened when 
there is a specialist branch in the Ministry to 
help in this inspection. 

Members have spoken about banning foot
ball pools. I agree that pool betting may be 
against some religious beliefs but as the hon. 
Member for Awka North (Mr Ogbalu) has 
suggested, it is something which is inevitable 
which we have to accept as a necessary evil 
and it is impossible to encroach upon the right 
of the citizen upon his freedom to do as he 
likes with his own money, money which he 
has earned. I think it would be wrong for 
the Government to go to the extent of con
trolling the pocket of the individual. After 
he has earned his money by toil and efforts, it is 
for him to decide what to do with the money 
either to do something which is for his own 
good or throw it away ; it is a matter for him. 

All we can do is what we have already done 
to prevent this money from going . outside the 
country. There has been a lot of waste when 
large amounts of money had been going out 
of this country to Pools Companies outside 
Nigeria. But this has now been controlled 
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and we do not allow any companies outside 
Nigeria to operate pool betting in Nigeria. 
That is the purpose of the Federal Govern
ment getting into the business of pool betting. 
It is not something which the Government 
wants to do but it is something which the 
Government did in order to be able to control 
it more effectively. 

As I said before we cannot prevent people 
from betting, but if they would like to bet why 
not bet within Nigeria so that the money does 
not go out and the proceeds will be used for 
the development of the country ? 

I am glad to inform hon. Members that the 
Federal Government is already getting a quite 
substantial amount of money through levies 
to those pools promoters and also through the 
profits which it is making from the Niger 
Pools Company. So it is not money wasted 
as far as Government is concerned. · It is 
different from what it had been before when 
the whole money was going outside the 
country. 

I agree also with the Members who spoke 
about the desirability of having a country-wide 
uniformity in pools betting control, and we 
do hope that the Western Regional Govern
ment will find it fit to allow us, just as their 
counterparts have allowed us, to legislate on 
their behalf and control pool betting ; and 
I am sure it will not be iong when they will 
agree in the same way. 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill read a Second time and immediately 

considered in Committee. 

PooL BETTING Bri..L : CoNSIDERED rN 
COMMITTEE 

Clause 1-(SECTIONS ONE AND SEVEN OF 1961, 
No. 69, AMENDED). 

Mr A. ' 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : This is a 
Bill for which we must congratulate the 
Minister of Internal Affairs. Now this provi
sion says that-

in future from some of the practices of un
scrupulous pools promoters, and furthermore, 
make it possible for advertisements published 
by unauthorised persons . to be discouraged 
by the Government. I think it is the duty 
of the Minister of Internal Affairs to see to it 
that these fictitiou.s advertisements of pools 
dividends are discouraged and with the 
possibility of punishing offenders. It is my 
wish to see that people in this business are 
made accountable for what they publish in the 
newspapers. 

I beg to s1.,1pport. 

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (Ishan West): I rise 
to speak on pool bett.ing. It is no better than 
legislating for rogues. Everybody knows that 
it is a gamble. This is no betting. What 
they do in Nigeria is known as gambling. The 
Minister of State said a few minutes ago that 
they will know honest people to be given 
licences I think it is . a matter of money. 
l\lloney matters are not matter of fun . One c_annot 
know an honest man in the monetary affair. 

Another point I want to make is that even 
the police men who are supposed to have been 
in charge of all these things take part in 
gambling. Everywhere one goes one finds 
them. h has ruined so many workers. Some 
of these pools promoters have spent public 
money and they have been jailed for .it. I 
would say that we no longer require all these 
things in Nigeria. We must give protection 
to the public. ·we legislate for the trickish 
people to have the· chance to -rob people of 
their ri1oney. 

I beg to support. 

Clause 1----:-(SECTIONS ONE AND SEVEN OF 1961, 
No. 69 AMENDED) drdered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 2 ordered. to s_tand part of the Bill. 

Preamble agreed to. 

Bill reported without Amendment . . 

Motion made and Question proposed, That the 
Bill be now read the Third time.-(THE MINISTER 
OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS). . 

No person shall receive for publication or 
publish any advertisement relating to pool 
betting unless it is accompanied by a certificate 
as to its genuineness signed by some person 
authorised in writing by the Minister in that 
behalf. · 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : This Bill 
is going to be applicable to Lagos, the East 

The provision is very important and I am and the North. As a Westerner, I think the 
sure that those who know about pools will hon. Minister should see to it, he ·should use 
realise that this is going to protect the public his good offices to see tha~ in due course this 
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Bill will be applicable also to the Western 
Region so that the country will appear always 
as one whole country. 

M. Sule Abba Biu (Biu North): In sup
porting the Third Reading of this Bill I wish 
to' make one point. The point I want to make 
is that in most of the Government Depart
ments, officers of the Departments, from the 
Permanent Secretary downwards, fill football 
coupons. I think that the best thing to do is 
to make the Permanent Secretaries responsible 
for checking on the officers who abandon 
Government work and fill football coupons. 

I hope the Minister will do something about 
this. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read th.e Third time and 
passed. 

DEVELOPMENT FUND 

The Minister of Internal Affairs : I beg 
to move that this House approves the transfer 
into the Development Fund of the balance 
in the Consolidated Revenue Fund in excess 
of Three Million, Seven Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand Pounds as at the close of business 
on the 31st day of March, 1963. 

As Members are already aware it is the policy 
of the Federal Government to finance as 
much as possible the present Development 
Programme from our internal resources. One 
of the surest avenues of contribution to the 
Development Fund is the channelling of funds 
from the recurrent revenues. All normal 
Government revenues are paid into the Con
solidated Revenue Fund and all expenditure 
is made from the Fund by way of Annual and 
Supplementary Appropriation Acts unless in 
those cases where Parliament has already 
authorised the Minister of Finance by law to 
meet certain liabilities without further reference 
to the House. 

In order to ensure that as much contribution 
as possible is made to the Development Fund 
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund, this 
Government has initiated a number of measures 
to curtail recurrent expenditure. At the end 
of each financial year, through very prudent 
management of our finances, there is an excess 
of revenue over recurrent expenditure. Also 
the total Treasury Bills in issue stands at 
£21 million of which £10 million has already 

been transferred to the Development Fund 
and £5.75 on lent to the Regions. It is the 
intention of the Minister of Finance to in
crease this hard core of Treasury Bills to £15 
million of which £3 million will be on lent to 
the Western Region. This will increase the 
transfer of Treasury Bills to the Development 
Fund to finance the Development Plan by 
£2million. 

This Motion, therefore, seeks to retain the 
balance of £3,25 million Treasury Bills not yet 
on lent, together with the usual Five hundred 
thousand pounds statutorily earmarked for 
Working Capital, in the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund. The balance as at the 31st March, 1963 
in the Consolidated Revenue Fund in excess 
of this total of £3.75 million should all go into 
the Development. Fund to finance Capital 
projects. 

I beg to move. 

Minister of State (Hon. M. A. 0. Olare
waju) : I beg to second. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House approves the 
transfer into the Development Fund of the 
balance in the Consolidated Revenue Fund in 
excess of Three Million, Seven Hundred and 
Fifty Thousand Pounds as at close of business 
on the 31st day of March, 1963. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made and Question proposed that this 
House do now adjourn-(MINISTER OF STATE 

(HoN. M. A. 0. OLAREWAJU) 

1962 WEST AFRICAN ScHooL CERTIFICATE 

RESULTS 

Mr E. A. Mordi (Asaba East): I rise on the 
Motion for Adjournment to raise a matter 
which I regard as of social significance to the 
country. The West African School Certificate 
results have just recently been published and 
throughout the country there is general wailing 
and gnashing of teeth. Thousands of students 
were unsuccessful in the examination. In 
fact-

Mr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North): I protest. 
In the Eastern Region, many schools had 100 
per cent. So, there cannot be general wailing 
and gnashing of teeth about the results. It 
can only be in the Western Region not in the 
Eastern Region. 
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~ Mordi : I think my hon. Friend the The teachers in the Regions whose schools 
Member for Awka North (Mr Ogbalu) is did badly should teach their pupils well. It is 
trying to blow his own trumpet wrongly. not a question of coming to raise such a point on 
Even in Onitsha there is a school that had 7 the Floor of this Parliament because we have 
passes out of 40. In fact, I know that well privileges. He should not be allowed to do 
over 50 per cent of those who took the examina- that. 
tion either failed completely or were referred 
in English. As an educationist, I will never 
subscribe to the idea that any candidate should 
be passed who did not merit it. 

I also do not agree as is suggested by some 
people that our overseas associates in con
ducting this examination are playing some 
unfair game with a view to boosting their own 
economy. But, however, undisputable the 
genuineness of the source of the information 
may be, there can be no doubt that we lose 
quite enormously on the large number of 
failures. I must-

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East) : I humbly 
feel that my hon. Friend the Member for 
Asaba East (Mr Mordi) raising the question of 
results of the West Mrican School Certificate 
examination here is trying to impute improper 
motives. If 4 people take an examination, and 
2 of them get 100 per cent even if one of them 
does not have even a pass will the hon. Member 
come and raise the matter in Parliament ? 
Once they are given the same syllabus, and 
they took the same examination if a school 
happens to get 100 per cent hon. Members 
should not come to Parliament to complain. 
I feel what the hon. Member for Asaba East 
(Mr Mordi) is raising is improper. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for Owerri 
East (Chief Abii) said that the bon. Member 
for Asaba East (Mr Mordi) is going to impute 
improper motives. I cannot rule the hon. 
Member out of order without hearing him 
impute any such motive. 

Mr Mordi : I have actually not been imput
ing any motive. 

Mr Ogbalu : On a point of order, the point 
that my bon. Friend is raising is going to cause 
a lot of confusion in the country. The point is 
not worth raising on the Floor of this Parlia
ment. I do not think it is worth-while allowing 
him to continue because it will create suspicion 
throughout the Federation about the examina
tions which are being conducted. I am a 
teacher myself and I know that there has been 
nothing unfair as far as the West African School 
Certificate is concerned. 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku) : I think there is nothing wrong in 
what the hon. Member for Asaba East (Mr 
Mordi) is raising. If only my hon. Friends 
will hear him in silence, I shall satisfy what they 
want. There is nothing wrong in the points he 
is raising and it is not going to create any 
trouble educationally in the country. 

Mr Mordi : I thank the Minister of Educa
tion. As a matter of fact, what I was trying to 
sav is that when these results do come out, one 
discovers that many of the pupils who fail do 
not necessarily fail because they have not 
secured passes in a good number of subjects. 
Some of the public who fail just fail because 
they have been rejected on account of the fact 
that they have not passed in the English Lan
guage. One finds a boy who has actually 
passed in five or six subjects without being 
given a certificate. In my own opinion, this is 
very unfair. 

In England, for example, where English is 
their mother tongue, where English is the native 
language, one can understand. It may be 
explained that English should be a compulsory 
subject for students, but in Nigeria and other 
West African countries, English is a second 
language. As a matter of fact, what I am asking 
for is that the Minister of Education should go 
into serious consultation with the West African 
Examinations Council with a view to reviewing 
the regulations. Even in England, English has 
ceased to be a compulsory subject. 

I want to say that there is a lot of man-power 
need in this country. Many boys are frustra
ted. Many boys fail in English after passing in 
five or six subjects and after having been in 
school for about six years. Most of these boys 
who fail these examinations in the school when 
they leave school find it difficult to pass other 
examinations. I am suggesting very stron'gly 
that the Minister of Education should go into 
consultation with the West African Examina
tions Council with a view to rectifying this 
anomaly. 
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The Minister of Education : The analogy 
which the hon. Member for Asapa East (Mr 
Mordi) has drawn is not acceptable to me, that 
is that in England English is tlie mother tongue 
and so it should be done by boys in England. 
In Nigeria English is an official language and 
must also be well done by Nigerians. How
ever, I fully appreciate the concern of the hon. 
Member over the rule which does not allow 
a West African School Certificate to be awarded 
to a candidate who has passed with credits in a 
number of subjects, but fails to reach a pass 
standard in English language. 

Our views on the matter are as follows ; 
I have already expressed it with vigour at the 
West African Examination Council . Those of 
our students who intend to pursue higher 
education in university institutions need the 
English language for the· acquisition of know
ledge. It is an essential tool, as important in 
literature as in Biology, Mathematics, Physics 
and the whole range of disciplines which are 
the subject-matter of University education. 

For this reason, we still maintain that a pass 
in English is essential for those who intend to 
pursue university education, and there is no 
intention to alter this ruling for the time being 
in order to make entry into our Universities 
and overseas institutions easy. 

I agree with the hon. Member for Asaba East 
that a student who has done five or six years 
in a secondary school and has not been able to 
get through his examination because he fails 
in English language should not be denied a 
chance of getting employment and for that 
reason, during the last meeting of the West 
African Examinations Council, a solution to 
this problem was reached and that was that 
from now on a student who has obtained 
credit.s in a number of subjects, but fails in 
English language should ··be awarded the 
General Certificate of Education, Ordinary 
Level. 

An hon. Member: That is School Certifi
cate attempted. 

The Minister of Education : It is not 
School Certificate at~empted. The reason is 
that if a boy has four o.r more subjects in the 
GeneraL Certificate of Education, he is awarded 
a certificate and all the subjects in which he has 
attained credits in the West African School 
Certificate are regarded as pass. in the General 
Certificate of Education, Ordinary Level. 

If therefore, a student attempts the West 
African School Certificate and fails in English 
but he has four or five credits, those subjects 
are reverted into G.C.E. Ordinary Level and 
he obtains a certificate. 

AnuMUKE PoLICE PosT 

Mr B. 0 . Ikeh (Izi South) : I want to raise 
a very important point affecting my consti
tuency and that is on the removal of the Police 
Post at Adumuke in Abakalik.i Division. In 
1958 when the Prime Minister was in charge 
of the Polic~ and the State of affairs in Abaka
liki was brought to his notice, he decided to 
maintain peace and order in Abakaliki and a 
Police Post was established in Abakaliki. This 
time peace and order in Abakaliki is still going 
bad and a Police Post which was . established 
in that centre of crime is about to be removed, 
if it has not been removed now ; that is the 
Police Post at Adumuke. 

This place has been a centre of hideous 
crimes committed by the members of the 
Odozi Obodo Society and if this Police Post is 
removed, the place will go back again to its 
former position. So, I am asking the Minister 
of State for Police to use his good offices to see 
to it that the Police Post at present at Adumuke 
remains there so that peace and good order 
will not degenerate and, furthermore, so that 
people who are taking the law into their hands 
should no longer do so. 

I wish the Minister of State in charge of 
Police to make a statement on this issue. 

Minister. of State (Hon. M. A. 0 . 
Olarewaju): No Police Station has been 
formerly established at Adumuke. During the 
Odozi Obodo disturbances, a number of 
temporary Police posts were established in the 
affected areas. Now that the situation has 
been settled, it is proposed in 1963-64 to 
establish a Police Station at Igbo to serve that 
area and also at Adumuke. The establishment 
will be served by one Sergeant, one corporal, 
two Lance Corporals, and thirteen Police 
Constables, a total strength of 17. 

APAPA WHARF EXTENSION 

Mr D. Senu-Oke (Badagry) : I am putting 
up a matter which is affecting my Division
Badagry. It is in respect of the Extension of 
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Apapa Wharf. I just want to find out from 
the Minister of Transport and Aviation 
whether the proposed Extension of the Apapa 
Wharf will close the boundary of territorial 
waters between Badagry and Port-Novo. 

I want a Government Statement on this, 
because this morning an Oral Question No. 
0.739 standing in my name, due to one reason 
or the other, was not answered by the Parlia
mentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport 
and Aviation. The question is so important 
and it affects so many thousands of people in 
my division. It also affects so many things. 

The Agents of the Nigerian Ports Authority 
are worrying my people, especially those who 
are fishing in the territorial waters between 
Lagos and Badagry. So, I ask this question in 
the hope that the Minister of Transport and 
Aviation will make necessary arrangements to 
ensure that the proposed Apapa Wharf Exten
sion will not interfere with the rights of 
fishermen who are at present making use of that 
river. I want the Minister to make a state
ment. 

A person was ill-treated on this matter but 
there was no answer and nothing whatever ; I 
approach the Minister to make a statement so 
tl:at I may be able to know the exact position 
and where we stand on the question of these 
territorial waters. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Transport and Aviation (Mr 
F. E. Offor): This question was listed in the 
Order Paper for this morning, but I regret to 
say that when I was answering other questions 
the answer to this particular question was not 
available. However, I have to assure the hon. 
Member that the Nigerian Ports Authority 
said that the Apapa Wharf Extension will not 
interfere with the rights of fishermen plying 
between Lagos and Badagry. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East): I 
wish on this occasion to raise matter which will 
no doubt be of interest to all Members. Dur
ing this meeting, it was circulated that the 

House Committee had come to a decision 
recommending that the Canteen at Shaw 
Road be closed down, and another one be 
opened on the Victoria Island. I think it is a 
view not shared by the generality of the House. 
The Members who are at Victoria Island have 
the Federal Palace Hotel at their disposal so 
that really they have got that excellent facility 
there. 

In any event, if they wish to have a canteen 
there, I do not see any difficulty in one being 
opened there for their convenience. After 
all, the meals at the canteen are being paid 
for, and we think that everything supplied 
there is paid for by the Members as they con
sume them. I do not see any savings at all 
which would be derived from closing the one 
at Shaw Road. If anything at all, the premises 
there will be completely out of use. 

Therefore, I think, Sir, that in all fairness 
to those Members of the House who are 
quartered in Ikoyi, the Shaw Road canteen 
should be kept open. 

Secondly, we cannot understand by what 
calculation it is that prices for refreshments 
Members buy whether on this premises or 
outside, are exhorbitant. I think that the 
prices do not compare favourably with what 
we generally get outside and at least if we cannot 
get them cheaper, we should be able to pay 
just what we pay elsewhere. I think that it will 
not be demanding too much if we say that 
such catering facilities that are provided for 
Members should be reasonably and consi
derably cheap. 

The Minister of Finance : I need notice 
of that Question, Sir. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn 
until the 31st of July. 

Adjourned accordingly at 3 minutes to 5 
o'clock till Wednesday the 31st of July next 
pursuant to the Resolution of the House this day. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENT.\TIVES in due course, followed by a clear majority 

NIGERIA ruling (three to one) of the Federal Supreme 

Monday, 3rd June, 1963 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 
(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF 
WESTERN NIGERIA 

The Prime Minister : I rise to move the 
following Motion-

Mr L. J. Dosunmu (Lagos Central) : On a 
point of order, Mr Speaker, I am inviting 
your attention to Order 20 of the Standing 
Orders of this House which stipulates that a 
Motion should require five days before it can 
be debated in this House. If it is your view 
that you are dispensing with it in this case under 
Order 25 you require the ge·neral consent of 
this House to dispense with notices of Motions. 

Under Order 20, at least five days must 
expire since the filing of the notice and its 
being debated in this House but, if, Sir, you 
intend to dispense with that notice under 
Order 25, you are obliged to obtain the general 
consent of the Members of this House. 

Mr Speaker : This applies to notices being 
given by Members of the House. Government 
need only give one day's notice. 

Several hon. Members : Shame ! 

The Prime Minister : I rise to move the 
following Motion-

That, in accordance with the provision of 
section five subsection (4) of the Constitution 
of the Federation, this House signifies its 
consent to the Constitution of Western 
Nigeria (Amendment) Law, 1963, having 
effect. 

It is my painful but inescapable duty once 
again to address hon. Members of Parliament 
regarding the affairs of Western Nigeria. 
Hon. Members will all recall that about this 
time last year we had occasion in this august 
Assembly to declare a state of emergency in the 
Western Region as a means of ensuring peace, 
order and good government there. This was, 

Court that, on a true interpretation of section 
33 (10) of the Constitution of Western Nigeria, 
the Governor could not validly remove Premier 
Akintola from office, except as a result of an 
adverse vote secured on the Floor of the House 
of Assembly that the Premier no longer enjoy
ed the support of a majority of its Members. 

When, in accordance with its original 
undertaking, the Federal Government brought 
the state of emergency in Western Nigeria to an 
end on December 31st, 1962 it at the same time 
restored the suspended Executive and Legisla
tive Organs of the Region. The post
emergency Akintola Government has since 
assumed the huge responsibility for the 
implementation of the recommendation of the 
Report of the Coker Commission of Inquiry 
into the affairs of six statutory corporations of 
Western Nigeria. 

Since Alhaji Adegbenro appealed from the 
judgment of the Federal Supreme Court to 
Her Majesty's Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council some ten months ago, the 
constitutional and political situation in Western 
Nigeria has remarkably altered. In the first 
place, the Action Group's claim to the allegiance 
of 66 Members of the House of Assembly, 
whose alleged signatures had been collected 
outside the House and made the basis of the 
Governor's action in removing Chief Akintola 
from his premiership, has been falsified by two 
successive votes of implicit confidence in 
Premier Akintola cast last April by 79 and 80 
Members respectively out of the total of 117 
in the House. 

In the second place, Her Majesty the Queen 
has seen it fit to appoint at the end of last 
year Chief Joseph Fadahunsi, as he then was, 
to be Governor of Western Nigeria on the 
advice of Premier Akintola, even though she 
was well aware of Alhaji Adegbenro's pending 
appeal before Her Majesty's Judicial Com
mittee of the Privy Council at that time ; and 
it is not an unfair presumption that the Queen's 
official acts are to be deemed to have been 
regularly performed. 

It is against this background that this sitting 
of the House of Representatives to give its 
consent to the Constitution of Western Nigeria 
(Amendment) Law, 1963, having effect, must 
be viewed. From what I have said,-
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Chief 0. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba South) : 
On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I am respect
fully inviting your attention to Order 13 (8) 
which says: 

References may not be made to any matter 
on which a judicial decision is pending in such 
a way as may prejudice the interests of parties 
thereto. 
The subject matter of this Motion is now 

pending before the High Court of Western 
Nigeria. Alhaji the hon. Adegbenro has filed 
an action challenging the constitutionality of 
this Amendment to the Constitution of the 
Western Region, and as such it will be most 
improper and completely out of order for us to 
make references to that subject matter on the 
Floor of this House. Many people say
(Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker : Order, order l Hon. Members 
must allow me to hear the hon. Member 
raising the point of order. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : I was saying that 
the Constitution of Western Nigeria (Amend
ment) Law, 1963, has been-

One hon. Member rose on a point of order-

Mr Speaker : Order, order! Only one 
point of order can be heard at the same time. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : It is the subject of 
a court action and this Parliament is to be 
guided by its Orders and Rules. We are a 
congregation of Gentlemen here (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker : Order ! I have said that the 
House must listen to the Member for Egba 
South (Chief Akin-0/ugbade). 

Chief Akin-Olugbade :-and as such, there 
is no exception. We cannot make this an 
exception. Rules laid down by this Parliament 
must be followed and I am respectfully asking 
Mr Speaker to give his decision in favour of 
my point of order. 

Mr Speaker : Which Standing Order is 
the hon. Member referring to ? 

Chief Akin-Olugbade: 13(8) or 26(3), Sir. 

Mr Speaker : The two orders refer to the 
samething-

"References may not be made to any matter 
on which a judicial decision is pending in such 
a way as may prejudice the interests of parties 
thereto." 

In the first instance, I must say that I have 
not received any notice that such a case is 
pending in a court. Such a notice must be 
received officially and in writing. 

In the second instance, if this Order is dis
charged and the Motion is dismissed, it will 
also prejudice the interests of the parties. In 
other words, stopping the Motion will prejudice 
the interests of the other parties and, in this 
respect, I think the House should continue 
debating the Motion. (Hear, hear.) 

The Prime Minister: From what I have 
said so far, it can be seen quite clearly that the 
opinion of the Judicial Committee in the 
Adegbenro versus Ak.intola Appeal has been 
overtaken by events, some of which have 
already been briefly indicated. To attempt to 
implement it can only lead to more confusion 
in the already complex situation of the Western 
Region. 

For instance, were Her Majesty the Queen 
to sign the necessary Order-in-Council bringing 
the Judicial Committee's opinion into force, 
she would in logic be obliged to comply with 
Alhaji Adegbenro's letter, sent direct to her, 
nominating another candidate for the office of 
Governor. There would then be in the 
Western Region two rival Governors and two 
Premiers with all their complications of 
partisan fanaticisms among the warring political 
factions. The Federal Government would 
then be left with no alternative but to declare 
another state of emergency in that Region ! 
Such a course must involve not only Western 
Nigeria but also the entire Federation in 
financial ruin and political malaise. 

It is surely better and wiser to avert such a 
disaster by the course now proposed and to 
recognise the local political realities of which 
the opinion of the Judicial Committee would 
appear to be entirely unaware. 

Viewed from even a strictly constitutional 
standpoint, the Judicial Committee's legalistic 
interpretation of section 33 (10) of the Consti
tution of Western Nigeria must be regarded as 
unfortunate, since it holds that a Governor of 
a Region can exercise a power to dismiss a 
Premier at will whereas Her Majesty has 
ceased to exercise the same power for at least 
the past one hundred and thirty years. As the 
phrase occurs in identical terms in all the 
Regional as well as the Federal Constitutions, 
the Governor-General would similarly, be 
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entitled to collect signatures outside the House 
or interview some people as a means of deter
mining that the Prime Minister no longer 
commands the support of a majority of Mem
bers of the House of Representative. (Laughter). 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : I can now see 
why the fight is on. The Prime Minister-

Mr Speaker : Order ! If the Member for 
Degema (Mr Briggs) will indicate the Order 
then that will help the House a great deal. 

Mr Briggs : I can now appreciate-(Inter
ruptions) 

The Prime Minister : The hon. Member 
for Degema (Mr Briggs) can see why the fight 
is on and it is a good fight, Sir. 

Could it be seriously suggested that the 
Queen need only consult public opinion polls 
on the pages of newspapers in order to dismiss 
Mr Macmillan as Prime Minister-

Several hon. Members : No ! 

The Prime Minister :-and invite Mr 
Harold Wilson to form another Government 
seeing that these polls have regularly indicated 
a percentage less than forty for Mr Macmillan ? 
No. This is not a brand of democracy which 
we intend to adopt from Britain. 

To give a Regional Governor or indeed the 
Governor-General of a Federation such a 
carte blanche in his obtaining of information 
would make the line very difficult to draw 
between legitimate consultation and improper 
intrigue. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : On a point of 
order, Mr Speaker, may I refer you to Standing 
Order 38 (10) which reads : 

A Member shall not vote on any subject in 
which he has a direct personal pecuniary 
interest. 

I do hope that the Speaker will rule out the 
hon. Prime Minister not only from voting later 
on but also continuing with this line of argu
ment on this Motion. 

Mr Speaker : Order ! I very much doubt 
if the hon. Member for Egba South (Chief 
Akin-Olugbade) is serious in making this point. 
For one thing he knows that he is raising his 
point of order in anticipation : no question has 
been put and no voting is taking place. 

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, if 
there is any Member in the House who should 
not be allowed to vote under the Standing 
Order, it is my hon. Friend the Member for 
Egba South. He is more interested than 
myself. 

The one clean course open to a constitu
tional Head of State or Region is to allow 
himself or herself to be guided by the orthodox 
parliamentary procedure of testing a Prime 
Minister's or Premier's popularity by a 
confidence vote on the Floor of the Legislative 
House. This is exactly what the Constitution 
of Western Nigeria Amendment Law seeks to 
achieve and we think it right that we should 
support it. 

It must not be forgotten that a constitution is 
a political document which cannot be inter
preted by the same cannons of consideration as 
are appropriate to statutes or ordinary Acts of 
Parliament. Any narrow or unliteral interpre:.. 
tation of a provision of the Constitution vital to 
its proper functioning must be avoided if the 
Constitution itself is to have efficacy and if the 
political framework and the legal order esta
blished within it are to have stability and 
legitimacy. 

The opinion of the Judicial Committee in the 
case is, if we may say so without disrespect~ 
quite out of touch with the realities of the 
situation in Western Nigeria and unsound in 
principle. It is partly for this reason that the 
Federal Government has reluctantly decided to 
support the Constitution of Western Nigeria 
Amendment Law, 1963, as the more expedient 
of the alternative courses of action open to it. 

As I pointed out in my statement of May 30, 
the British Government quite recently found 
itself compelled to set aside the ruling of a 
Court of Appeal that would have made non
sense of the established constitutional arrange
ment in the Gambia. What has happened there 
is that a law had been passed in 1961 which 
substituted a new register of elections for the 
defective register of 1959. A general election 
on the basis of the new register had resulted in 
the defeat of the leading party, one of the 
defeated candidates of which challenged the 
validity of the law establishing the new register. 
The Supreme Court of the Gambia upheld the 
law but when the case was taken on appeal, the 
West Mrican Court of Appeal had declared the 
1961law invalid on a literal interpretation of an 
imprecise phrase in it. This had the effect of 
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invalidating the electoral register and the 
majority of the membership of the House of 
Representatives. 

The Secretary of State for Commonwealth 
Relations, Mr Duncan Sandys, in his explana
tion to the British Parliament on May 28, 
following his decision published on May 21, 
1963, said that the Gambian and British 
Governments had two courses open to them : 
either to dissolve the House and order fresh 
elections or to amend the 1961 Law with 
retrospective effect, and that, acting on the 
basis of the legal advice available, the British 
Government had chosen the latter course and 
amended retrospectively the imprecise phrase 
in the law since the Gambian House of Repre
sentatives had not been properly constituted to 
do the exercise itself. 

Hon. Members will thus see that what we 
are trying to do here this morning is no more 
than what the British Government thought 
right to do less than twelve days ago in almost 
identical, constitutional and legal situations. 

It is interesting to recall that when faced 
with the argument from the Opposition Benches 
that what the British Government had 
done amounted to a violation of the rule of 
law, Mr Duncan Sandys' reply on May was, I 
quote with your permission, Mr Speaker : 

It is all very well for Members Opposite to 
say that we are setting aside the law. This is 
not the first time that elections which have 
been shown to be invalid have been validated. 
It ha.~ happened in this House of Commons 
within the memory of those sitting there. 
There is nothing improper in it. 

Our own answer to any suggestion that we 
are trying to set aside the opinion of the 
Privy Council must be the same. There is 
nothing wrong in enacting retrospective legisla
tion to avoid political or economic chaos. 

Hon. Members will readily call to mind our 
enactment in this House during the Budget 
Sitting last April of retrospective legislation 
regarding produce in the Regions. The only 
kind of retrospective legislation forbidden by 
our Constitution is one imposing penalties 
for offences. Indeed, examples abound in 
other Commonwealth countries of retrospec
tive legislation to invalidate rulings of the 
Judicial Committee on constitutional or legal 
issues whenever it wal} <;:om~id~red expedient 
to do so, 

Just now, we are conducting a nation-wide 
census; the referendum for the creation of the 
Mid-West Region is almost upon us; registers 
for the general as ~ell as the regional elections 
due next year have yet to be compiled. In 
these circumstances, the Federal Government 
feels that, after all the recent upheavals, Western 
Region deserves a stable and enlightened 
government to foster the well-being and 
prosperity of its inhabitants as well as the 
growth of democratic processes and institutions. 
More that this is the constitutional duty of the 
Federal Government to take all appropriate 
steps in the national interest to ensure national 
unity and the continuance of Federal Govern
ment in Nigeria. 

Mr Speaker, our cause is just ; our intention 
honourable. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Finance: I beg to second. 

Mr Speaker : Some Members of the 
Opposition have filed an Amendment, and the 
Amendment is as follows : 

To leave out from "House" to end and add 
"is of the opinion that the Constitution of 
Western Nigeria Amendment Law, 1963, 
is invalid and of no effect". 

With the permission of the House, I would like 
to call the hon. Member to move his Amend
ment. 

Mr D. N. Abii (Owerri East) : If the 
Amendment is to be moved with the permission 
of this House, I believe this House does not 
permit it. 

Mr Speaker : Order ! I think it is only 
proper for the House to allow the Member to 
move the Motion. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : I beg to move 
an Amendment to the present Motion, by 
deleting from "House" to the end, and substi
tl.lting 

"is of the opinion that the Constirution 
of the Western Nigeria Amendment Law, 
1963, is invalid and of no effect". 

Thus amended, the Motion will read

That, in accordance with the provision of 
section five subsection (4) of the Constitution 
of the Federation,jhis lfouse is of the opiniotJ 
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that the Constitution of Western Nigeria passed a resolution supported by two-thirds 
Amendment Law, 1963, is invalid, and of no of the members present. I said that Chief 
effect. Akintola had a vote of Confidence. 
(MR BRIGGS) 
What we have come to ratify here is some

thing which we regard as law, valid law, but 
~his Amendment of the Opposition seeks to 
show that there was, in fact, no law as such 
enacted by the Western Legislature, and if 
there was no law in fact enacted by the Western 
Legistature, there is nothing for us to ratify or 
consent to. 

Before enlarging my argument, I shall read 
section 5, subsection (4) of the Constitution on 
which both the original Motion and the 
Amendment rest. Section five subsection (4) 
reads: 

No law enacted by the legislature of a Region, 
to the extent that it alters any provision of 
the Constitution of that Region to which this 
subsection applies, shall have no effect unless 
a rewlution supported by the votes of at least 
two-thirds of all the members of that House 
is passed by each House of Parliament sign~fy
ing consent to its havzng effect. 

An hon. Member : I would like to point 
out that this is a Parliament and not a Court of 
law. 

Mr Briggs : I thank Mr Speaker for not 
-taking note of that point of order. 

There are many issues raised by section five 
subsection (4), and these are that the Western 
:Legislature which passes that law must be 
properly constituted, and also that that particu
lar law must be passed by at least two-thirds 
of all the members of that House. It is not 

· two-thirds of the members present-! want 
that to be noted properly. It is not, as the 
Prime Minister has said, two-thirds of the 
members present, but two-thirds of all the 
members of that House. 

Mr L. 0. Tobun (Epe): On a point of order, 
I have always said that the hon. Gentlemen is a 
"fisherman" lawyer. He should not come 
here to waste our time. 

Mr Briggs : I have been catching fish for a 
very long time, but I have not caught a fish like 
that hon. gentleman. 

The Prime Minister : I am afraid the hon. 
· Gentleman did not get me correctly. I 
· never said that the Western House of Assembly 

Mr Briggs : I would like to go on. As I 
was saying, the membership of the Western 
Legislature is 124, so that it does not require 
a mathematical genius to know that two-thirds 
of 124 is-

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : On a point 
of information, what is "124" is the number of 
seats. The number of seats is 124, and the 
members are 117. 

Mr Briggs : The hon. Gentleman is trying 
to falsify issues. There is no seat that was not 
contested in the last Regional election in the 
Western House of Assembly. Every seat was 
contested, and every seat had a member. 

Mr Speaker : Will hon. Members please 
refrain from persistent interruptions. 

Mr Briggs : As I was saying there were 
altogether 124 seats and every seat was contes
ted for, and for every seat there was a member 
in the Western House of Assembly. The 
number of members in the Western Legislature 
is 124, and it does not require a mathematical 
genius to know that two-thirds of 124 is, at 
least, 83. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South) : My 
point of order is that the hon. Member for 
Degema (Mr Briggs) is trying to mislead this 
House, with respect to him. We have 124 
seats in the Western House of Assembly, but 
how many members are now physically mem
bers of the House ? 

Mr Briggs : I am sorry the hon. Gentleman 
who has just spoken has allowed too many 
things to influence him. 

As I was saying two-thirds of 124 is, at least, 
83. Now the total membership of the-

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : My point of 
order is that our learned friend is clearly 
misleading this House, and under Standing 
Orders a Member cannot get up to mislead the 
House. There was a time in this House 
when our membership was depleted by the 
withdrawal of the Members from the Sardauna 
Province, and the membership of the House 
did not remain at the pre-1960 figure, 
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Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East): The We have been informed that there is an action 
argument which the hon. Member for Degema pending in court challenging the validity of 
(Mr Briggs) is putting up in this House has this enactment. 
nothing, whatsoever, to do with this House. 
He is a lawyer-! do not want to call him 
a liar ! 

Mr Speaker : It is indeed discourteous of a 
Member to mislead the House, but it is equally 
so for another Member to call an hon. Gentle
man a liar. 

Mr Briggs : There are some people in this 
House who have mortgaged not only their 
ordinary senses but their legal senses as well, 
and my hon. Friend has mortgaged his legal 
sense. If some members withdrew from this 
House, but did not resign, it just means that 
their seats are not vacant, but that the member~ 
ship of the House has been reduced by that 
number. In this case, the membership in 
the House, which was 312, was no longer 312 
but 307 because of the withdrawal of the 
Sardauna Province. 

Minister of State (Hon. M. A. 0. Olaren
waju): On a point of order, the hon. Member 
for Degema (Mr Briggs) is completely irrele
vant. This is not a court of law. This is a 
House of Parliament. 

Mr Speaker : The hon. Member is not 
totally irrelevant. It may be that he is repeat
ing his arguments, the same arguments. 

Mr Briggs : Well, I would like to go on. 
I will not listen to any of these fellows. Now, 
as I said-

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East): Is the hon. 
Member for Degema (Mr Briggs) trying to 
bring back to life the dead Members of the 
Western House of Assembly? 

Mr Speaker : This is not Question time. 

Mr Briggs : It is current knowledge, it is 
a well-established fact that the total number 
of Members-the supporters of the Govern
ment-is 80. On that day, there were allegedly 
82 Members. 

Chief A. Akerele (Oyo East) : On a point 
of order, Order No. 26 (3) says that-

Reference shall not be made to any matter on 
which a judicial decision is pending, in such 
a way as might in Mr Speaker's opinion 
prejudicf! thf! int~ests of partie~ thereto. 

Mr Speaker : I am not aware that such a 
matter is pending in court. 

Mr Briggs : It was published in the papers 
and also in the Hansard that there were 82 
Members who voted for the Government to 
make the required Amendment a law. Among 
the 82 Members, we say solemnly and truth
fully that the figure of 82 has been falsely 
arrived at and that two Members, at least, 
belong to the Opposition. 

The two Members are Hon. Anuku and 
and Hon. Olukoju. These two Members 
have sworn to affidavits establishing the fact 
that they were not there when the voting took 
place and that they had at no time supported 
the Government. 

Chief E. 0. Okunowo (Ijebu-Central) : I 
was actually present in the Western House of 
Assembly when the votes were taken over this 
issue. No Member had ever raised any 
dissentient voice. The hon. Member for 
Degema (Mr Briggs), therefore, is only trying 
to mislead the House. 

Mr L. 0. Tobun (Epe): Do we understand 
the hon. Member for Degema (Mr: Briggs) to 
say now that two Members did not vote with 
the Government ? They said before that they 
were three and they mentioned th~ir names. 
We are not going to listen to all this kind of 
talk from him. There were 83 votes. I was 
there. 

Mr Briggs : This fact has been made over 
and over again and the hon. Adegbenro has not 
only published it but has also made representa
tions about this fact to the hon. the Prime 
Minister. I was thinking that it was only ·fair 
for the Prime Minister who is moving this 
Motion to be honest enough to read out the 
names of the Members who voted. 

The Prime Minister: I read -in the papers 
that Alhaji Adegbenro had petitionf'd me, but 
up till to-day, I have not received the petition. -

Mr Briggs: Even accepting the · Prime 
Minister's explanation that there has been ·no 
petition physically delivered to him, if the 
Prime Minister is to be fair to both sides in 
moving this Motion, and having seen in the 
papers that there il> · qo-qbt ~ ~o ~he <;oqfw~iQn 
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(MR BRIGGS) 
concerning the number of those Members 
claimed by the Government, I say that it is 
only fair to both parties that the Prime Minister 
should read out the names, or, at least, empha
sise in his Motion that the 82 Members who 
were said to have consented to this Amendment 
were all Members of the Government Bench. 
If in that case the hon. Anuku's or the hon. 
Olukoju's name is not there, then we will know. 

Mr J. B. Eboigbodi (Asaba West) : Mr 
Anuku whose name my hon. Friend has been 
mentioning is not a reliable gentleman. I 
should like to tell him that Mr Anuku was a 
member of the N.C.N.C. at one time, he was 
independent at a certain time, he was a member 
of the Action Group at another time and 
to-day he may become U.P.P. 

Mr Speaker : That is not a point of order. 

Mr Briggs: He is a Native Court clerk. As 
I said, to be honest to both sides, the hon. 
Prime Minister should have released the names 
of those who voted for the Government. That 
is number one. 

The second point I want to bring to the 
notice of the House is the fact that at the time 
the debate was on in the Western House of 
Assembly, at the time the votes were taken in 
the Western House, the Privy Council had 
already given its decision. It is a well-known 
fact, not only to lawyers but also to anybody, 
that once a decision had been given on a matter 
by the highest court, by any court, if there is no 
appeal on it, then that is the law at that moment. 
So that at the material time when the Privy 
Council gave its decision, I wish to submit 
that there was no legal Cabinet as such in 
Western Nigeria. The decision of the Privy 
Council had the effect of nullifying the appoint-

cut <>f Chief Akintola as Premier of Western 
Nigeria and, therefore, any appointment he 
made by virtue of the fact that he was a Premier 

· or by virtue of the fact that he claimed to have 
been a Premier would be null and void. 

At that time there was no legal Cabinet as 
such because such a Cabinet had not been 
appointed by a proper Premier, a legal Premier 
of Western Nigeria. At that time, the legal 
Premier of Western Nigeria was Alhaji Ade
~benro and nobody else. 

.Chief Rosiji : It was the House that voted 
, and not the Cabinet. 

Mr Briggs : I am coming to that. My hon. 

Friend is anticipating my next point. Now, 
following from this, if that Cabinet was illegal, 
if all those who were nominated by the then 
Premier who was not a legal Premier-

Or B. U. Nzeribe (Orlu West) : I think the 
hon. Gentleman is wasting the time of the 
House. His knowledge of law is also out-of
date. 

Mr Speaker : I think you are also wasting the 
time of the House. 

Mr Briggs : As I was saying, if you, Mr 
Speaker, agree with me that there was no legal 
Cabinet and the Premier appointed was not a 
legal Premier, then everybody in that House 
was a private Member of that House. On 
that material day, 27th May, 1963, at the 
moment of the Privy Council's decision, every
body was an ordinary Member of that House. 
In that case, if he was an ordinary Member, 
then his Motion for the Amendment must 
require ten days before it could be debated 
except by consent of the House of Assembly. 

Chief A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : If the 
Member for Degema had proved his mettle 
earlier than this, there would not have been 
any need for Mr Dingle Foot and Mr Graetian 
to be imported here. We see that the hon. 
Member is very anxious to put up a big show 
for the Action Group ; but why did he not do 
so before now ? 

Mr Briggs : As I was saying before I was 
interrupted, Mr Otobo or Mr Fani-Kayode or 
whoever considered himself a Minister of the 
Western Region was nothing more than an 
ordinary private Member of the House and 
his Motion could only ripen for debate within 
ten days under the Standing Orders except by 
special leave of the House. So far there is 
nothing on record to show that the House of 
Assembly gave its consent or leave before 
either Mr Otobo or Mr Fani-Kayode moved that 
Motion. 

The third point is the question of advice to 
the Governor. It might be argued that since 
the Governor had been advised by the Premier 
to give consent to the law in the Western 
Region, it had become law. This also follows 
from my second contention that there was in 
fact, no legal Premier after the decision of the 
Privy Council. There was in fact no legal 
Cabinet ; and if there was no legal Cabinet and 
no legal Premier, the advice given to the Gover
nor was invalid. The legal Premier1 as I said1 
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was Alhaji Adegbenro, and until Alhaji 
Adegbenro had given his advice to the Gover
nor, whatever advice was given-

Mr Adeniran Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : There 
was in fact, a Premier, Chief Akintola, and 
there was in fact a Premier Lolo. (Laughter). 

Mr Briggs : It is easy for us to say quite a 
lot of things with our tongues in our cheeks, 
but this Motion will have a far reaching effect. 
What we do here is watched by everybody 
in the world, and if we have to come here 
simply in the interest of one particular in
dividual or simply because we want to crush 
a particular person or party or people, I submit 
that history will hold us -guilty. We have 
come here to waste thousands of pounds. 
Last year, about this time, we came here also 
and wasted thousands of pounds in order to 
support the puppet Government of the 
Western Region and in order that some people 
may discharge their obligations to their friends 
in the Western Region. I must have to say-

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): Wrong 
motive is ruled out of order under the Standing 
Orders and to say that some people try to pay 
their friends back by using the Parliament is 
wrong motive and for that same gentleman to 
say again "they pay you" is wrong. I do not 
only ask that he withdraw that word, but also 
that he should apologise to me not in this 
House but outside ; otherwise, if he says so 
outside the House, I shall sue him to court. 
He dare not say so outside. 

The Speaker : This motive has not been 
properly imputed. 

Mr Briggs : So, I am asking everybody to 
consider not the consequences of to-day but 
the consequences of the future. As I said, 
our children-

Mr D. N. Chukwu (Awgu North) : On a 
point of order, Sir,-

Mr Speaker : If the hon. Member will 
speak louder, perhaps he will be properly 
heard. 

Mr Chukwu : Standing Order No. 32 
provides that-

Subject to paragraph (2) of this Order and 
subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) of 
Standing Order 63 (Appropriation Bill), no 
Member shall be entitled to address the House 

or a committee of the whole House for more 
than thirty minutes on any subject. 

Mr Briggs has been speaking for a long time. 
The Mover of the original Motion spoke for 
just fifteen minutes. Why should a person 
moving an unfortunate Amendment speak for 
such a long time ? I think the Speaker 
should overrule him. 

Mr Speaker: Mr Briggs has five minutes 
plus his time the last speaker has wasted. 

Mr Briggs : It is said that a great nation 
and little minds do not go together. We in 
this House must show that our minds are 
higher, that we are not petty and that our 
minds are higher, in fact over and above the 
ordinary level and that because of that we can 
march forward with this nation into the future. 

I beg to move. 

Chief 0. B. Akin-Olugbade : In seconding 
this Amendment, I would refer to the speech 
of the hon. Prime Minister. The Prime 
Minister deliberately left out the fact about 
the votes cast on the law which has been 
amended and which has been brought before 
this House to-day for the consen~ of the 
Federal Parliament. 

Again, the Prime Minister failed to state 
the facts as regards the assent of the Governor 
of the Western Region of Nigeria. I have 
here the Western Nigeria Gazette of the 28th 
of May, 1963 in connection with the law, 
that is to say No. 13 of 1963 entitled Constitu
tion of Western Nigeria Amendment Law, 
1963, wherein the Governor of the Western 
Region-

Several hon. Members : Which one ? 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : Well, the illegal 
Governor of the Western Region, Chief J. 0. 
Fadahunsi, purported to assent in the name of 
Her Majesty this 27th day of May, 1963. The 
fact that the Constitution of Western Nigeria 
(Amendment) Law, 1963, was brought to the 
House of Assembly and the House of Chiefs 
in Ibadan is an admission that the judgment of 
the Board of the Judicial Committee of Her 
Majesty's Privy Council was right. 

If the interpretation placed on section 33 
(10) of the Constitution had not been upheld, 
the Amendment to the Constitution would 
not have been necessary. In fact I took 
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particular notice of the release issued by the 
hon. Prime Minister on the 30th May this year 
where he said that with utmost reluctance he 
had to adopt the expedient course of support
ing the Amendment to the Constitution by the 
Western Region House of Assembly and 
House of Chiefs. But the Prime Minister 
was very, very careful in not attacking the 
merits of the judgment of the Board of the 
Judicial Committee of Her Majesty's Privy 
Council. It is the act of a good statesman who 
knows that the effect of attacking the judgment 
of a court of law which is part and parcel of 
our legal system may be very grave and far 
reaching. But the point I like to make is this. 
The Prime Minister, much more than I do, 
knows very well that the Governor of the 
Western Region or the illegal Governor of the 
Western Region cannot give assent-

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya : On a point of order, 
Mr Speaker, there is no illegal Governor in 
Western Nigeria. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : As I was saying, the 
hon. Prime Minister knows much more than I 
do that a Bill passed by the Legislature of 
the Federation or of a Region has to be re
commended for the assent of the Governor
General or the assent of the Regional Governor. 
The Amendment to the Constitution of the 
Western Region was presented or is deemed 
to have been presented to Chief J. 0. Fada
hunsi by a Premier or a pretending Premier 
who knew that the judgment of the Judicial 
Committee had made his position illegal. 
How can an illegal Cabinet advise the 
Governor? 

Chief E. 0. Okunowo (Ijebu Central) : It 
is most discourteous for the hon. Member for 
Egba South (Chief Akin-Olugbade) to refer to 
the Governor of Western Nigeria as Chief 
J. 0. Fadahunsi. Her Majesty the Queen has 
removed the Oni of He from the office of 
Governor in Ibadan and appointed Chief J. 0. 
Fadahunsi as the Governor. It will be wrong 
for him now to refer to Chief J. 0. Fadahunsi 
as the illegal Governor. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : Mr Speaker, as a 
matter of fact, I am sorry. I should rather 
refer to the Governor as Sir Odeleye. I think 
that is better. 

The Constitution of the Federation Section 
5 (3) requires that assent and I say that the 
hon. Prime Minist~r carefully avoided saying 

anything as to whether the assent of the Gover
nor of the Region has been given. For until 
that assent is given, under our Constitution, it 
is not a law to which we should signify our 
consent to have effect in this country. As such, 
an Amendment which is invalid has been 
presented to this House because Chief Akin
tala knew at the time that the Amendment 
was being passed that he was no longer the 
legal Premier of the Western Region. That 
was why the Amendment was made to be 
valid retrospectively to the 2nd October, 1960. 

My only fear is that we are setting a very, 
very dangerous precedent and that we are 
exposing ourselves to the ridicule of the out
side world by supporting the low political 
moral standard of a Premier who would not 
scruple to do the meanest thing in order to 
remain in office. 

The hon. Prime Minister in fact referred to 
the act of the British Government in overriding 
an Appeal Court or validating, to use his own 
words, what was invalid in the law of Gambia. 
I respectfully submit that there is a big diffe
rence between validating an invalid law as 
stated by the Minister for Commonwealth 
Relations and nullifying a ruling which has 
not been attacked, which is regarded as valid. 

Every act or conduct or behaviour of a 
person or government has causes and effects. 
The causes may be immediate or remote, 
while the effect may be immediate or ultimate. 
Any intelligent student of Nigerian current 
history knows or ought to know that the 
resolution proposed this morning has been 
prompted by the most ignoble and obnoxious 
causes which only debased and corrosive minds 
are prone to perpetrate. 

Of the remote causes are, firstly, the long
nurtured plot of Chief Akintola and some of 
his colleagues here, his co-Fascist friends and 
bosses in the hierarchy of the N.P.C. and 
N.C.N.C., to destroy parliamentary demo
cracy in this country. The second is the long
cherished ambition of certain important political 
leaders-

Alhaji Zanna the hon. Bukar Dipcharima 
(Minister of Commerce and Industry) : Point 
of order Mr Speaker. Is it not wrong for the 
Member for Egba South (Chief Akin-Olugbade) 
who organised the "Awo Brigade" and used 
up other people's money1 to call other people 
Fascists? 
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Who are Mr Speaker : This is not question time. Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja): 

Chi fAki 01 b d P h h d
'd they? Tell us their names. e n- ug a e : er aps e 1 not 

know that the man was the only Premier 
known to have imported into this country a 
machine gun which was presented to him by 
Marshal Tito in November 1961. He brought 
it into this country and you are saying he is 
not a Fascist. 

The second remote cause is the long
cherished ambition of the Sardauna of Sokoto, 
the leader of the N.P.C., and Dr Okpara, the 
leader of the N.C.N.C., to destroy by fair or 
foul means the Action Group or Yoruba 
leadership in this country. 

Mr D. 0. Enefola (!gala South) : The hon. 
Member for Egba South (Chief Akin-Olugbade) 
is very irrelevant and I would say that because 
of this, he has failed to tell us the number of 
legislators Alhaji Adegbenro has got in the 
Western House of Assembly. Alhaji Ade
gbenro has not got the majority and what we 
are doing here is the voice of the people. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : My own voice is 
among the voice of the people. I say that 
behind this whole issue lies the deep hatred 
and envy of leaders of the Action Group by the 
victims of the most malignant feelings of 
inferiority complex. 

Of the immediate causes may be mentioned 
the recent judgment which has been referred to, 
of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
-which was unfavourable to the Federal Govern
ment which intervened on its own and sent its 
Attorney-General before the Court to argue 
their case. In consequence of that judgment, 
the unpopular Premiers of the Northern and 
Eastern Regions and our respected Prime 
Minister, who appears to be a camp follower 
of the Federation, have become scared stiff by 
the awareness of the insecurity of their posi
tions in the hands of a capable Governor or 
Governor-General, who can revoke section 33 
(10) of the Constitution of the Federation or 
section 34, to remove the Prime Minister or 
the Premier of a Region. 

I will not debase the dignity of this House 
by directing your attention to the crazy out
bursts of the poker playing gamblers who did 
not stop at criticising that judgment, that 
classical and most evident judgment, those 
poker playing gamblers in the Western House 
of 1\l?sembly. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : Mr Fani-Kayode 
is one of them, those poker playing gamblers 
and hemp smokers-

The Minister of Finance (Chief F. S. 
Okotie-Eboh): On a point of order, I think 
that it is very improper for an hon. Member to 
refer to a Minister or an hon. Member of 
another House, or to make allegations against 
him, whereas he is aware of the fact that the hon. 
Member is not here and has not got the oppor
tunity or privilege of defending himself. I 
think it is a shameful act. 

An bon. Member : But you have been 
doing that here yourself. 

Mr Speaker : Order ! I think the hon. 
Member has gone a bit deep into the personal 
characters of these people. If the hon. Member 
will only confine himself to their political 
activities, that will not be out of order. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : I would have 
withdrawn this if these people were legal 
Ministers. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : On a point 
of order, I rise to challenge Chief Akin
Olugbade to say this thing outside this House. 

Mr Speaker : You go and challenge him 
outside. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : I have already 
said that I will not debase the dignity of this 
august House by drawing attention to the 
criticism of the evident judgment, which went 
to the extent of talking of and imputing 
motive to the long revered institution of -which 
the most civilized creatures of the world have 
taken just pride. 

What are the effects of the course we have 
here been called upon to adopt ? Before 
enumerating some of the most obvious and 
vicious effects of the rejection of the Privy 
Council ruling, I will make bold to observe 
that even the most uncivilized government in 
the world would hesitate to adopt the course 
we are called upon to adopt to-day. I will also 
observe that it is only a Government that is 
obdurate to the point of perversion that will 
adopt the course -we are called upon to adopt 
to-day. It is only a Government . ~h~t is 
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stricken with mortal fear that will adopt this 
course. It is only a Government that despises 
the rule of law that will adopt it. 

Chief A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : I want 
the hon. Member for Egba South (Chief Akin
Olugbade) to realise that what is being adopted 
in this House to-day is what had been adopted 
by the Action Group Government in the past. 
I quote the case of Lagunju of Ede versus 
Laoye. 

Mr Speaker : Order ! That is no point of 
order. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : I said that it is 
only a Government that defies the will of the 
majority of the people that will adopt this 
policy, that it is only a Government that intends 
to forfeit the goodwill of the great civilized 
nations of the world that will adopt it. It is 
only a Government that has no regard for the 
liberty and legal rights of its people that will 
adopt it. 

M. Saidu Zango (Zaria Central) : On a 
point of order, the hon. Member is reading his 
speech. 

Mr Speaker : I have really allowed quite a 
lot of references by the hon. Member to his 
notes, but perhaps he will do less of it now. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : I said that it is a 
Government that has no regard for the liberty 
and legal rights of the individual that will 
adopt the course we are now asked to adopt. 
It is only a Government that will not hesitate 
to dishonour international and commercial 
obligations that will adopt the course we are 
now asked to adopt. It is only a Government 
that does not believe there is God-(Prolonged 
interruptions). 

Mr Speaker : Order, order ! 

Mr L. 0. Tobun (Epe): My friend, the hon. 
Member for Egba South (Chief Akin-Olugbade) 
talks ahout God. May I ask him if he believes 
in God, and if so, how many times he has been 
to Mecca? 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : To my mind, the 
effect of the rejection of the decision of such 
a disinterested and august body as the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council, that did no 
more than interpret a vital provision of our 
Constitution, can be most dangerous to the 
continued well-being and integration of our 
delicately balanced organisation. 

The most distressing effect to my mind, is 
that our Constitution which has been acclaimed 
sacred by the hon. Prime Minister on several 
occasions is no longer worth the paper on which 
it is written. Political party expediency and 
conspiracy now take precedence over solemn 
constitutional principles and obligations. The 
Judiciary in the country is being relegated to 
the status of a mere decorative and ceremonial 
aparatus of the Federation. Treachery and 
disloyalty to political party leadership intro
duced by glaring corruption and bribery of the 
most heinous form have now become the 
badge of bravery and the badge of greatness. 

Ye Gods, where do we go from here ? 
Mr Speaker, I beg to say that the implication 

of the expedient courses we are now being 
forced to adopt are equally grave and detest
able. All our judges and magistrates who 
would not toe the line marked out for them by 
unscrupulous politicians or by the executive
those of them who would not dance to the tune 
of politicians-have now seen the red light. 

Mr N. E. Elenwa (Ahoada West) : On a 
point of order, Order 26 (1) states: 

A Member shall not read his speech, but he 
may read short extracts from books or papers 
in support of his argument, and may ref resh 
his memory by reference to notes. 

Mr Speaker, you warned the hon. Member 
before of making so many references to his 
notes, but he is still continuing to read his 
notes. 

Mr Speaker : Order ! I asked the hon. 
Member to make less references to his notes 
and in fact he has made less references. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : I said that the 
judges and the magistrates have now seen the 
red light because I know we have several 
gentlemen as leading politicians in this country 
who would not interfere with the independence 
of the Judiciary. But a rejection of the decision 
of a Court which is in fact embodied in our~ 
Constitution, the highest tribunal embodied in 
our Constitution, is an indication of red light. 
An unscrupulous politician can take advantage 
of that to sack judges and magistrates. As a 
result of the rejection, the hard-worked police 
no longer need to carry out their duties with 
reasonable diligence ; no hope of justice for 
persons accused of political offences. The 
Privy Council is not a British Court of Law ; it 
is part and parcel of our judicial system, 
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Chief Akintola started the law in motion, and 
if the decision had been in his favour the 
Amendment to our Constitution would not 
have been carried out-

The Attorney-General and Minister of 
Justice (Dr T. 0. Elias): We have to get our 
bearings correct in this House, Mr Speaker. 
The hon. Member for Egba South (Chief 
0. B. A kin-0/ugbade) has been referring to the 
Privy Council's decision. I think he must 
know as a lawyer that when the Privy Council 
hands down an opinion it does not become 
binding until it is formally adopted by the 
Queen, by an Order in Council. As far as the 
Government knows, that particular act which 
would bring that opinion into force has not 
been performed by Her Majesty. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha North Central) : 
The hon. Member for Egba South who is 
seconding the Amendment has been quite 
irrelevant ; and in view of so many arguments 
he has now received he should resume his 
seat s·o that we can vote on the matter. He 
should go and pray for the Action Group 
instead of talking here. I have their paper 
which asks for prayers for the Action Group. 

Chief E. 0. Okunowo (Ijebu Central) : On 
a point of order, Sir, Chief Akin-Olugbade is a 
conditional pass lawyer so that he is not 
expected to know all these intricacies as our 
Attorney-General. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : I need not answer a 
fool in his own language-a man who is owing 
over £197,000 to the National Bank of Nigeria ! 

Mr Speaker : Order ! 

Chief A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : On a 
point of order, section 26 (2) of the Standing 
Orders says : 

A Member must confine his observations to the 
subject under discussion and may not introduce 
matter irrelevant thereto. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade is being irrelevant, I 
will put it to him that when he flew with Arab 
Brothers to London to cash a cheque for 
£400,000--

The Minister ·of Mines and Power 
(Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule): On a 
point of order, I think the hon. Member for 
Egba South (Chief Akin-Olugbade) has ex
hausted his time. 

Mr Speaker : With respect to the Minister, 
we might allow him some two minutes. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade: My time has been 
very badly wasted. I would wind up by saying 
that what Dr Elias said was true. But the fact 
stated supports the view that the Amendment 
in the Western Region-

The Minister of Information (Hon. 
T. 0. S. Benson): In view of all these admissions 
on both sides, I am wondering whether we 
cannot ca11 in the police to make some arrests. 
(Laughter). 

Mr Speaker : I hope the hon. Minister is not 
trying to revoke parliamentary privileges. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : He has his police 
here, that is the Dan Dokas. 

What is being done to-day makes the matter 
worse; the matter raised by the hon. Attorney
General that we are passing a law in anticipation 
of an Act which is unfavourable to a cause for 
which we fought tooth and nail. 

I will end this speech by appealing to the 
Prime Minister to withdraw the Motion and to 
allow Alhaji Adegbenro to assume office as the 
legal Premier of the Western Region. 

If we pass this Motion, the Judiciary in this 
country would have been thoroughly brow
beaten. Already, our police have been over
worked beyond their full capacity. The army 
have always been on the alert for the past 
fourteen months, particularly in the Yoruba 
West. Thanks to the good sense, patience and 
long-suffering of the majority of the Y oruba 
people particularly the youths of this country, 
the name of the Federation would have been 
soiled by the blood of thousands of law-abiding 
Yoruba people. Millions of pounds have been 
lost as a result of the support we are giving to 
Akintola. 

The Minister of Mines and Power 
(Alhaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule): With 
the greatest respect I think the hon. Member 
for Egba South has already taken up more than 
two minutes. 

Mr Speaker : He has, in fact ; but may be we 
can allow him another minute to wind up. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. I will say that the slogan these days 
is "peace, unity, stability" and Chief Akintola's 
own slogan is "co-operation". But before 
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[CHIEF AKIN- 0LUGBADE] 
October 1, 1960, we had peace, unity and stabi
lity, and we were co-operating. What we 
fought for was freedom, but nowadays some 
political leaders talk of "peace, unity and 
stability". It is only when it suits them that 
they say they want peace and stability. 

I remember that sometime ago, in the House 
of Commons, Sir Wiston Churchill said that he 
would "prefer freedom to peace", and Patrick 
Henry of America, too, said "give me liberty or 
give me death". It is freedom that we want in 
the Western Region. Our people have been 
plunged into misery as a result of Chief 
Akintola's doggedness, and I am not surprised 
that people whose ancestors have never ruled in 
their life time would not like to leave office ; 
and that is why we are having to face this sort of 
situation in the Western Region. 

I support the Amendment. 
Mr Speaker : Does the hon. Gentleman 

mean he supports or seconds the Amendment? 
Chief Akin-Olugbade : I second the 

Amendment. 
The Minister of Finance : I rise to oppose 

the Amendment and, in doing so, I will not 
endeavour to take the valuable time of the 
House. I will try only to reply to the points 
made by the Mover and the Seconder in order 
to enable this Amendment to be disposed of 
quickly, so that we can go to the substantive 
Motion. 

The first argument supporting the Amend
ment moved by the Member for Degema 
(Mr Briggs) is that there were no two-thirds 
votes cast in favour of the law passed in the 
Western Legislature and, according to his own 
argument, he mentioned two people who were 
supposed not to be present, and he tried to 
persuade the House to believe that all that 
should be accepted is his own statement in 
this House, that a two-thirds majority was not 
obtained on the Floor of the House. 

I must say that this is a very shallow argu
ment. In the first place, the two members 
mentioned by my hon. Friend to have sworn to 
affidavits are such well-known notorious political 
characters that it will be impossible-

Mr Briggs : On a point of order, there had 
been a ruling here on a point raised by this 
same hon. Minister that nobody should bring 
in the name of a member of another House who 
is not opportuned to defend himself in this 
House. 

Mr Speaker : Order ! A "notorious poli
tical character" can be as good as he can be 
bad. 

The Minister of Finance : I also want to 
say that if one must follow the logic of the 
Action Group in this particular matter, one 
must be very chary in accepting Affidavits of 
politicians of the kind referred to, because my 
hon. Friend will accept that it knocks off the 
bottom of the whole argument when one 
remembers, as the Prime Minister had said, 
that of the sixty-six members that signed and 
swore to affidavits day and night, and went to 
swear in Ministers' houses at midnight, most of 
them now have voted on the Vote of Confidence 
on the Premier of the Western Region. 

My point really is this. Is the Member for 
Degema (Mr Briggs) seriously suggesting that 
we must accept affidavits these days ? What we 
are saying is that we will not accept the signing 
of letters and that affidavits are now stocks-in
trade somewhere and nobody should take them 
seriously. 

Our stand clearly is that for the same reason 
that we are refusing signatures which we think 
do not mean anything we, also think that 
affidavits do not mean anything these days. 
What is proper is a full sitting of the House 
like the one we are in now, where people 
will speak their minds and vote. And what 
is more, the Governments of this country are 
not run on the basis of 'Jffidavits. The fact 
of it is that we have practices and procedures 
which are thus. 

When a Legislature passes a bill amending 
any section of the constitution with a two
thirds majority, all that is required . of the 
Legislature to do is as follows. Firstly, the 
Regional Government sends a copy . of the 
law to the Federal Government and vice versa. 
That is to say that when we amend the con
stitution here, all that is left for us to do is 
that we have also to send it to the Governments 
concerned in the Region. In this case the 
Government of the West had sent the law that 
was passed to the Federal Government; and, 
secondly, the Federal Government on receiving 
it sent copies of the law and the notices of the 
Motion to signify consent to it to the Clerk 
of the Parliaments who, of course, asks the 
Speaker's approval for the Motion to be put 
down on the Order Paper. And I want to 
say that in this case this was done. 
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The law was properly passed by a two-thirds 
majority, both in the House of Assembly and 
in the House of Chiefs, and it was sent to the 
Federal Government, and the Federal Govern
ment in turn sent it to the Clerk of the Parlia
ntents who, with the authority of the Speaker, 
put it down on the Order Paper for us to 
debate to-day. That is the usual practice and 
procedure, and we are in keeping with it. This 
House is therefore acting in order by debating 
this Bill to-day. 

My hon. Friend is asking about the facts; 
let me give the facts. Who should we believe ? 
The Speaker of theW estern House of Assembly 
and the Clerk of the House or Mr Briggs ? I 
am in a position to know that the Orders and 
Proceedings of the Western House of Assembly 
of that day, as well as of the Western House of 
Chiefs of that day, signed by the Speaker and 
the Clerk of the House of Assembly are al
ready deposited with the Federal Government 
and are in the hands of the Speaker of the 
Federal Parliament. With the permission of 
the Speaker I should like to have them read in 
order to put them on record. 

This is the Western House of Assembly's 
Votes and Proceedings of Monday 27th May, 
1963. The Motion for suspension of Standing 
Orders was moved, and question was put, and 
the House divided, and the Action Group 
members were in the House. 

Several Opposition Members : They 
walked out. 

The Minister of Finance : I shall come to 
the point where they walked out. That is the 
usual tactics of the members of the Action 
Group. When they are cornered they either 
walk out or they call unnecessary points of 
order or file affidavits. 

Mr Briggs : On a point of order, I would 
like to remind my hon. Friend that it was the· 
N.P.C. that walked out in 1953. The Action 
Group has never walked out. 

The Minister of Finance : The hon. 
Gentleman is a new-comer to Nigerian politics. 
I am an old hand. The Action Group walked 
out in London. 

On the Motion for the suspension of Standing 
Orders, the House divided, the ayes were 80, 
the noes 35. 

Alhaji Bello Dandango (Gwarzo East): 
For the purpose of record, the N.P.C. in 1953 
did not walk out. (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker : Order ! Will hon. Members 
please avoid political controversy. 

The Minister of Finance : I want to say 
that on the Motion for the suspension of Stand
ing Orders, the Action Group members were 
35. Before I go further, I would like to say 
that surely on the admission of my hon. 
Friend, the Member for Degema (Mr Briggs), 
even here this morning, the supporters of the 
present Government are 80 and some others 
have stated that Adegbenro has 35 Members. 
Is my hon. Friend suggesting that by any 
stretch of imagination, any reasonable Federal 
Government should allow a minority to rule 
the West? 

Several hon. Members : No, no. 

Mr Briggs : On a point of order, I must say 
that Akintola's Government was a minority 
when it was installed in Western Nigeria. 
(Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker : Order ! Order ! 

Mr Briggs : I know those people who say 
we are a minority. They are marketable 
commodities. Those people who swore to an 
affidavit are marketable commodities. 
Whether or not Akintola is installed, we shall 
go back again. 

The Minister of Finance : On the Motion 
that the Constitution of Western Nigeria 
should be amended, that is the Amendment 
Bill presented, it was read for the First time and 
ordered to be read a Second time now. 
"Motion made and Question proposed that 
the Bill be read a Second time. Question put." 
The House divided pursuant to section 5 of 
the Constitution of the Federation of Nigeria, 
and the ayes were 83. Quite frankly, I can 
understand the Member for Degema reasoning 
that way, but not the Member for Lagos 
Central (Mr Dosunmu). I think he should be 
wiser. 

Mr Dosunmu : If in less than one minute 
ago, the total membership of the U.P.P.
N.C.N.C. was 80, why did they change it to 83 
the next minute ? 

The Minister of Finance: My hon. 
Friend knows that time and again here voting 
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(THE MINISTER OF FINANCE) 

when it is repeated has always changed. It 
has always changed. Some Members may be 
outside. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : The Minister of 
Finance should not pull a wool across our eyes 
here. It is even known that many N.C.N.C. 
Members did not vote on that day. 

The Minister of Finance : All that I am 
trying to show is that the Federal Parliament 
is not a court of law to take evidence from the 
Member for Ijebu South and the Member for 
Degema. All I am saying is that in accordance 
with the practice in all civilised countries, we 
have to abide by what we receive, signed by 
the Speaker of the House and the Clerk of the 
Legislature. That is the point. What I am 
saying is that the House divided on this parti
cular Bill and the voting was 83 to nill. This 
had been signed by the Speaker and by the 
Clerk of the Legislature. I have to tender it 
because it is impossible for this Government 
to accept extraneous evidence from outside. 

Further than that, it is amazing that my hon. 
Friend just argues on the position of the House 
of Assembly. What is the position in the 
Upper House where we have traditional rulers 
of Yorubas, better Yorubas than the Member 
for Ijebu South ; traditional chiefs and better 
traditional rulers. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : There are Y orubas 
indeed who have lost the glory of their fore
fathers and who have become slaves to poor 
pennies, shillings and pounds. 

The Minister of Finance : In the House, 
there are traditional chiefs and heads of their 
kingdoms. What was the position ? The 
House divided on this particular Bill, the ayes 
were 95, the noes 2. 

For the purpose of record, as my hon. 
Friend said, I would like to say that some 
important rulers, if I may name even my own 
king, the Olu of Warri, voted in favour; the 
Olubadan of lbadan, the Awujale of ljebu Ode, 
the Akarigbo of Ijebu Remo, the Oshile of 
Oke-Ona, the Olowu of Owu, the Olota of Otta, 
the Orimolusi of Ijebu Igbo, the Deji of Akure, 
the Oshemawe of Ondo, the Timi of Ede, the 
Oluwo of lwo, and even the Odemo of Ishara 
all voted in favour. 

How can somebody come here this morning 
to tell us about the impatience of the Yoruba 
people of the West ? Since when has the hon. 

Gentleman been to the West ? I know he is 
a Lagos Yoruba man; he is nothing more than 
that. 

Mr A. Akomolafe (Ekiti North East): The 
Obas did not vote. They were ticked. 

The Minister of Finance : I also have to 
tender this Vote of Proceedings for the Western 
House of Chiefs as incontrovertible evidence 
before this Government and this Legislature 
to-day that the Bill was properly passed by a 
two-thirds majority not only in the Western 
House of Assembly but also in the House of 
Chiefs. 

Mr A. A. Ajibola (Egbado South) : On a 
point of order, the Minister of Finance is 
misleading this House in quoting the Votes and 
Proceedings of that day, stating that there were 
83 Members who voted for the Government 
then, whereas the Hansard of that day shows 
82, in which case a two-thirds majority was 
not obtained. 

Furthermore, the Members of the House of 
Chiefs did not vote. Their names were ticked 
because many of them could not write. 

Mr Briggs: On a point of order, Sir, what I 
want to say is that the Hansard showed 82, but 
this one shows 83. I think the fraud section 
of the Action Group has broken away and 
formed the U.P.P. ! 

The Minister of Finance : As I have said, 
I do not want to waste the time of the House, 
but-

Chief P. Dame-Oboh (!shan West): The 
Minister of Finance failed to mention chiefs of 
my area-Chief the Onogie of Epoma. 

The Minister of Finance: Now, not to 
waste the time of the House, my hon. Friend 
spoke about a legal cabinet not being in existence 
at the material time. I think that my hon. 
friend, the Attorney-General and Minister of 
Justice has cleared the legal position on it. It 
will therefore be unnecessary for me to speak 
on it ; but it will be important to say that there 
was a legal House of Assembly and a legal 
House of Chiefs. What we are concerned 
with at the moment is that the Bill was pro
perly passed by the House of Assembly and 
the House of Chiefs. There was a legal 
cabinet at the material time and even to-day, 
there is still a legal cabinet in the Western 
Region and tomorrow there will continue to be 
a legal cabinet in the West. 
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Now, my hon. Friend also made reference 
to the Governor. I feel that the point already 
made by the Attorney-General also goes con
clusively to confirm that the legal Governor 
appointed by the Queen, as the Prime Minister 
said, is Chief Fadahunsi and even if we were 
to take the argument further than this, is it 
expected that from what happened, from the 
voting of 83 to nil, the Governor will ask 
Adegbenro with his 35 Members to come and 
form the Government of the West ? 

Several hon. Members : No. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade • Chief Fadahunsi 
has not been appointed by the Queen and the 
hon. Minister should check his facts. 

The Minister of Finance : Not only was 
he appointed but he was also knighted. Why 
did not they knight me ? The Queen knighted 
the man and you are still arguing. Would he 
have been knighted if he was still the Chairman 
of the Airways Corporation ? 

My hon. friend started to speak about the 
Judiciary being relegated. I think he would 
not like me to comment on it because if there 
is any political party that relegates the Judiciary 
and reduces it to nothingness in this country, 
it is the Action Group. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : If there is anybody 
who tries to brow-beat our Judges and Magis
trates, it is Chief Okotie-Eboh. He invited 
them to his House. 

The Minister of Finance : I happen not 
to be a lawyer. I do not live by going to 
Judges. I lived by buying rubber before I 
came here. I can invite rubber sellers to come 
to my house, but not Judges. I have nothing 
to do with them. That is the hon. Member's 
jOb. 

My hon. Friend also started by reciting "it 
is only a Government" . When a political 
party through the mouth-piece of its Chief 
Whip begins to pray in the open and in secret 
asking for prayers, then we must know that that 
party has reached its doom. I "Wish that 
people like the Alafin of Oyo could ressurect 
to-day and say their own prayer againstthehon. 
Member, then he would not move an inch. 
The hon. Member talks about God ! Do they 
know God? 

My hon. Friend goes on by talking about 
freedom. What sort of freedom are we talking 
about in this country ? Is it freedom for 

people like my hon. friend to go about doing 
all sorts of J ankara everywhere or freedom to 
try to blo"W up the Parliament or to sign 
papers at mid-night or to overthrow a consti
tuted authority ? 

Several hon. Members : No. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : The hon. Minister 
of Finance was imputing dishonourable motives 
to me. When he went to Czchechoslovakia in 
August 1961, Chief Okotie-Eboh thought that 
people would not know, but we have the 
receipts and everything. 

Mr Speaker : The hon. Member speaking 
does not realise that what the Minister of 
Finance said "was people like Chief Akin
Olugbade", but in fact, the hon. Member has 
imputed improper motives to the Minister of 
Finance. 

The Minister of Finance : I was talking 
about freedom but before I conclude with my 
freedom as I know it, I will say I have ordered 
no machine guns. The hon. Member has nothing 
to speak upon or to support himself. At least, he 
is not the Security Officer of this country. In 
any case, people who should talk about freedom 
should be people who are above board. They 
talk about freedom to squander twelve million 
pounds of the people and put it in the hands of 
a few, freedom for people to make receipts ·and 
sign with their toes. (Laughter) 

Mr Briggs : I must respectfully say that the 
section that deals with such action of fraud has 
now broken away and is in the U.P.P. now. 

The Minister of Finance : I want to say 
that the action of the Government is in the 
interests of this country of ours, and the Prime 
Minister has carefully put our case before the 
whole world. I am sure that all reasonable 
people will agree that the step we have taken is 
the best and most necessary one in the circums
tance. We cannot allow any outside power 
to divide Nigeria for us. This country is 
already free. The British were here for many 
years, but they have left and left for ever. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema): I do not know 
whether the han. Minister of Finance has a 
valid standing. He has been convicted and it 
has not been set aside by the order of the Privy 
Council. 
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The Minister of Finance · : The fact of it 
is that-the sovereignty of this country is sound 
and safe and the Government is held by respon
sible people and led by our world-wide respect
ed Prime Minister of the Federation. (Hear, 
hear). If anybody thinks that they can profit 
by twisting judicial decision, or by asking the 
House of Commons to support them or by 
people ·having ·a God-fa:ther in 'Dingle Foot 
and ·all · the rest of it; we will remain for ever 
a free · countrY' ruled by a government of the 
people by the people · and for the people. 
(Hear~ hear.) · · -

ChiefO. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba South): 
The hon. Minister of Finance .. has reduced 
this debate to a level of absurdity.-

Under section 114 of our Constitution 
Part 2-Appeals to Her Majesty in Council. 
"(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutions 
an appeal shall lie from decisions of the Federal 
Supreme Court to Her Majesty in Council as 
of right in the follozving cases." 

Seat 
No. Name of Member 
36 lhe, F. U. 
37 Oronsaye, D. N. 
38 Oyewole, S. A. 
40 Arl!ka, E. 0 . 
41 Chikelu, I. 0. 
42 Udenyi, J. U. 
43 Nwangbo, N. 
44 Elenwa, N . E. 
45 Ogbalu, F. C. 
47 Oloyede, T. A. 
48 Eboigbodi, J. B. 
49 Enwo, N. 
50 Okay, D. D. U. 
51 Alhaji Adamu, Sarkin Tafarki 
52 Abba Terab 
53 Zubairu Bamu Omar 
54 Saiyadi Ringim 
55 Y erima Saleh 
56 Sule Abba Biu 
57 Alhaji Kabiru Bayero 
68 Alhaji Abubakar Bayero 
59 Yushau Mohammed 
60 Abubakar A. Ibrahim 
61 M. Iro Mani 
62 Usman Toraki 
63 Ibrahim Na Maitama 

2362 

Now the Minister of Finance is calling them 
foreigners and .everything done by his .Govern
ment to-day is done in the name of Her Majesty 
the Queen. He appealed to the Privy Council 
when he was convicted in Sapele and lost the 
Appeal. 

64 Alhaji Mohammed Bello Abdurraman 
65 Ahamefula, D. 0. 

. Question put, that the words proposed to be 
left out, be left out. 

The House divided :-Ayes 19, Noes 245. 

NOES 
Seat 
No. Narne of Member 

1 Hezue, E. 0. 
2 Muhammadu Nalado 
4 Adeyemo, B. A. 
6 Onwuchekwa, I. S. 
7 Nnaji, S. 
8 Chukwu, J. C. 

14 Eko, U. U. 
15 Nwalieji, V. A. 
18 Okoronkwo, F. I. 
19 Muhammed Ningi 
20 Muhammadu Kumo 
21 M. Barko, Maaji Kachalla 
22 Shettima Ali Monguno 
23 Alhaji Zakari Isa 
24 Yusufu Ilesha 
26 Muktar Gajiram 
27 Abbas Raha 
28 Aliyu, Sarkin Puloti 
29 Ladan Isa · 
30 Garba Jabo Abubakar 
32 Saidu Zango 
33 Abasi, S. A. 
'34 Eji.ikwa, P. I. 
35 Sarkin Gobir 

66 Ekenekot, U. 0 . 
67 De. Omomadia, J. K. 
68 Falaiye, W. J. 
69 Nwofokoda, J. N. 
70 Ememe, 0. C. 
71 Aghahowa, D. E. Y . 
73 Ukah, N. D. 
74 Muojeke, R.N. 
76 Mohamed, Y. A. 
77 Onugu, N. N. 
79 Amadi, F. A. M. 
80 Ayeni, U. 0. 
81 Giadom, K. 
82 Ikeh, B. 0. . 
83 Alhaji, Mai Kano 
85 Maina Waziri 
86 Rilwanu Abdullahi 
87 Umaru Gumel 
90 Saidu Daura 
94 Chiedozie, C. 
95 Orok, .Chief R. A. 
96 Odey, J. U. 
97 Afolabi, R. A. 
98 Ch<lkwu, D. N. 
99 Ismaila Abdullahi Bici 

100 Iketuonye, V. 
101 Odunrinde, A. A. 
102 Igwe, J. 0. 
103 Ogunbiyi, J. 0. 
104 Eleke, P. 0. 
105 Nweke, 0 . 0. 
107 Dr Okeke, P. U. 
105 Senu-Oke, D. 
109 Mbah, A. U. D. 
112 Chief Mariere, S. J. 
113 Chuku, H . 0. 
114 Dr Nzeribe, B. U. 
115 Ukaegbu, B. N. 
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S eat 
N o. Name of Member 

116 Eneh, G. 0. D. 
117 Alba tam Y erima Balla 
118 Akinjide, R. 0. A. 
119 Akwiwu, E. C. 
120 Opia, A. 
121 Chief Ubani, M. W. 
122 Dr Ezera, K. 
123 Ogunsanya, A. 0. 
127 Galadima Maikiyari 
128 Abdu Kirim 
129 Alhaji Aminu Tafida 
130 Sarkin Abbas Sanusi 
131 Usman Gwarzo 
132 Iro Mashi, lyan Katsina 
133 Alhaji Mohamed-Munir 
134 Lar, S. D. 
135 Alhaji Muhammadu Gauyamma 
136 Ibrahim Gusau 
137 Alhaji Are, K. 0. S. 
138 M. Muktari Sarkin Bai 
139 Muhammadu Bida, lyan Sokoto 
146 Ekanem, P. E. 
147 Rosiji, Chief A. 
148 Akinloye, Chief A.M. A. 
150 Okunowo, ChiefE. 0. 
151 Ogedengbe, S. A. 
152 Akere1e, A. 
154 Effiong-Spatts, E. A. 
155 Isa Haruna 
156 Odo, E. A. 
157 Ede, J. 0. 
158 Shekarau Omar 
161 Muhammadu Gwarzo 
162 Alhaji Ahmadu A. Baba 
163 Inusa Tudun Wada 
168 Sarkin Dalhatu 
169 A. Aminu Suleman Dutse 
170 Alhaji Baba Dan Bappa 
171 Kaita Damale 
174 Brown, I. A. 
176 Dada, G. K. 
177 Odulana, A. F. 
179 Eminue, 0. J. 
183 Tobun, L. 0. 
186 Aminu Yelwa 
188 Zanna Isa Monguno 
189 Musa Hindi 
190 Tokula, P. 0. 
191 BaJa Muhammadu Dutsinma 
192 Abdu Bauchi 
193 Isa Iko 
194 Hamidu A. Bayero 
195 Muhammadu Bayero 
196 Abdusalami Olomoda 
197 Babatunde, S. A. 
198 Ahmadu Angara Doma 
199 Enefola, D. 0. 
200 Yacim, J. A. 
201 Albaji Aliyu Bisalla 
202 Alhaji Mohammadu, Sarki Burmi Moriki 
203 Umaru Dan Waziri 
204 Manideh, M. B. 
205 Dame-Oboh, P. 
206 Assadugu, J. 
209 Olaore, J. A. 
210 Lajide, V. L . 

S eat 
N o. N ame of Member 

213 Idiong, S. U. 
216 Kolade, S. 0. 
218 Abdullahi Mahuta 
219 Alhaji Abubakar Magajin Gari 
220 Usman Barkono 
223 Balang U. Barami 
224 Muhammadu Zaiyana Sardauna 
225 Muhammadu, Sarkin Gona 
226 Abba Sadiq 
227 Ahmadu Babandi 
228 Alhaji Aliyu Mohammad" 
229 Olokotun, S. A. 
230 Wada Nas 
231 Alhaji Muhammadu Kura 
232 Ibrahim Nadabo 
233 M. L. Alhaji Daura 
234 Abdulkadir Maidugu, Dan lyan Hade ija 
237 Etukudo, T. I. 
246 Chief Ogunleye, D. A. 
249 Taiwo, J. A. 
250 Bello Farar Hula Bichi 
252 Baba Shehu Ibrahim 
253 Abdulkadir Abubakar 
254 Abdulkadir Dukku 
255 Mohammed Sani Abubakar 
256 M. Ahmadu Ribadu 
259 Alhaji Muhammadu Nadange 
260 Muhtari Abdullahi Wanbai 
261 M. Abba Yola 
262 Atto Bungudu 
263 Garba Gada 
265 M . Aliyu Ali Gwarzo 
266 M. Garba Turakin Paiko 
267 Umaru Galkogo 
268 Oladapo, S. A. 
269 Ogunkanmi, E. J. 
274 Fajinmi, S. 0. 
277 Haikali Maigari 
278 Ogundipe, S. 0 . 
283 Peter lpu 
284 Olatunde, P. B. 
287 M. Dati Kudu 
288 Shehu Na Ita Sokoto 
290 Alhaji Ahmadu Gorzau 
292 Zubaru Atkintozu 
294 Umaru Maltimbi 

A. Damla, J. M. 
B. Ka'allaya Shekarau 
F. A. Ansah 

Prime Minister 
Minister of Finance 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
Minister of Communications 
Minister of Defence 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Minister of Economic Development 
Minister of Education 
Minister of Establishments 
Minister of Information 
Minister of Internal Affairs 
Minister of Lagos Affairs 
Minister of Mines and Power 
Minister of Transport and Aviation 
Minister of Works and Surveys 
Minister of State, Hon. M. A. Olarewaju 
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Seat 
No. Name of Member 

Seat 

Minister of State, Chief the bon. Omo
Osaiie 

Minister of State, Hon. Usumanu Maitam-
llari 

Minister of State, Hon. H. Adaji 
Minister of State, Hon. M. Amechi 
Abubakar Isandu 
Alhaji Ahmed, U. A. 
Y erokJ.lD, S. A. 
HamiaGombe 
Ahmadu Fatika 
Zanni Gezawa 
Lamuye, T. A. 
Lana, S. 
Dominic, M . Mapeo 
Nwika, S. F. 
Offor, F. E. 
Okafor, R. B. K. 
Okilo M. 0. 
Orodi, E. T. 
Ezonbodor, N . A. 
Ibrahim Tako 
Ugwu,D.C. 
Aliyu Zungum 
Umaru Gela 

AYES 

No. Name of Member 
140 Dosunmu, L. J. 
141 Briggs, W. 
144 Akomolafe, A. 
172 Chief Akin-Olugbade, 0. B. 
176 Dada, G. K. 
180 Ajasin, M. A. 
182 Adedamola, A. 
207 Daka, S. T. 
214 Swem, K. 
217 lyorkar, M.D. 
238 Shisha, V. T. 
240 Udo-Inyang, D. S. 
241 Tarkande, P. 
242 Obi, M. C. K. 
244 Akinyemi, J. A. 
245 Ajayi, B. A. 
147 Oladiran, S. A. (Oba) 
272 Gbolagunte, D. M. 
276 Aihonsu, D . K. 

Tellers for Noes 
Alhaji Bello Dandago 
Chief D. N . Abii 

Tellers for Ayes 
Mr A. A. Ajibola 
Mr E. D. Akinbowale 

Chief 0. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba South) : 
On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I would like 
to refer to Order 39 (3). The last sentence of 
Order 39 (3) states, "A Member must vote 
according to his choice." 

When the Lobbies were cleared, the hon. 
Member for Ikeja (Mr Admiran Ogunsany a) 
went along to the Lobby of the Ayes and started 

to lobby the Members. Some Members had 
voted for the Ayes and the Clerk was asked to 
tear off the sheet-

Mr Speaker : Both the Tellers for the Ayes 
and Noes have agreed ; so I do not think Chief 
Olugbade's case is admissible here. The 
Ayes to the right 19, the Noes to the left 245 
and so the Noes have it. 

Amendment accordingly negatived. 

M ain Question again proposed. 

Chief M. A. Akinloye (Ibadan North 
East) : I only want to say that it is necessary 
for us to find out what was the intention of the 
framers of the Constitution itself which went up 
to the Privy Council for interpretation. I will 
say that our leaders in this country went to the 
United Kingdom for the Constitutional Con
ference and that the question of dissolution of 
parliament and the removal of a Premier was 
discussed. I would like to quote, with your 
permission, what Chief Obaferni Awolowo who 
led the Action Group delegation at that time 
said. I am quoting from the report of the 
Constitutional Conference of the 28th of May, 
1957. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs : On a point of order, as 
far as I can see, this is a typewritten or cyclo
styled copy of something we do not know. If 
he wants to quote the proceedings of the 
Constitutional Conference, he must read the 
report to us and not just read something he has 
made up himself. 

Chief Akinloye : I am not the one who 
made up this-

The Minister of State (Hon. Mbazulike 
Amechi): On a point of order, Sir, I rise to 
move, That the Question be now put. 

Mr Speaker declined to put the Question. 

Chief Akinloye : This is the minutes of the 
proceedings of the Constitutional Conference. 
It is the official one distributed to the leaders of 
the delegations to the Conference. 

On the 28th of May, 1957, Chief Awolowo 
considered that it would be dangerous to confer 
on a Governor, the power to dissolve the legisla
ture at his own discretion, though he admitted 
that the Governor should be permitted discre
tionary powers to refuse a dissolution. He 
said that he envisaged two occasions on which 
the Governor might find it necessary to order a 
dissolution without the advise of the Premier, 
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namely, in the case of a coalition Government senior to him and higher than he is appeared 
which has been defeated in the legislature and and argued but failed. (Interruptions). 
where no alternative Government can be 
formed within a reasonable period and secondly 
when the statutory life of the legislature has 
expired. 

The Action Group delegation considered that 
the provisions in the Ghana Constitution 
should be modified to the extent that where a 
vote of no confidence has been passed in the 
House, the Premier should be given an oppor
tunity to resign. Finally, if in the opinion of 
the Governor, the Premier has lost the confi
dence of the people but refused to call a meeting 
of the House, it will be possible for the 
Governor to summon a meeting of the House, 
but this should be written into the Constitution. 

I will not make any further comment on the 
somersault which Chief Awolowo took from the 
position in which he was at the Constitutional 
Conference and the time when he decided to 
remove what he called an obstacle in his way, 
Chief S. L . Akintola. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs : On a point of order, I 
want to make two points on this point of order. 
The first is that we are dealing with the 
Constitution as it is, as it was passed there, 
not the proceedings. The second one is that 
Chief Awolowo had said nothing at all on this 
issue. He is standing trial at the moment and 
he has nothing to say now. 

Mr Speaker : The hon. Member was 
making reference to what Chief Awolowo said 
during the Constitutional Conference. 

Chief Akinloye : The only further point I 
want to make is on the decision of the Privy 
Council. I have never seen any decision so 
biased, so prejudiced and so unreasonable. 
As a matter of fact, it is a matter of common 
knowledge that this Government had-

Chief Akin-Olugbade : On a point of 
order, the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council consists of men whose ages range from 
fifty upwards, and they are people who are 
competent to interpret this Constitution, and 
that was what they did. They are also people 
who cannot be scared at all. 

The hon. Gentleman was there. He did 
not appear in the court himself, but people 

Mr Speaker : Order ! Order ! If Members 
are not interested in debates, but in raising 
unnecessary points of order, we may as well 
put the question. 

Question put, That, in accordance with the 
provision of section five, subsection (4) of the 
Constitution of the Federation, this House 
signifies its consent to the Constitution of 
Western Nigeria (Amendment) Law, 1963, 
having effect. 

The House divided : Ayes, 242; Noes. 18. 

Seat 
No. Name of Member 
2 Muhammadu Nalaffo 
4 Adeyemo, B. A. 
6 Onwuchekwa, I. S. 
7 Nnaji, S. 
8 Chukwu, J. C. 

14 Eko, U. U. 
15 Nwalieji, V. A. 
18 Okoronkwo, F. I. 
19 Muhammed, Ningi 
20 Muhammadu Kumo 

AYES 

21 M . Barko, Maaji Kachalla 
22 Shettima Ali Monguno 
23 Alhaji Zakari Isa 
24 Yusufu Ilesha 
26 Muktar Gajiram 
27 Abbas Raha 
28 Aliyu Sarkin Puloti 
29 Ladan Isa 
30 Garba Jabo Abubakar 
32 Saidu Zango 
33 Abasi, S. A. 
34 Ejukwa, P. I. 
36 Ihe, F. U. 
37 Oronsaye, D. N. 
38 Oyewole, S. A. 
41 Chikelu, I. 0. 
42 Udenyi, J. U. 
43 Nwangbo, N. 
44 Elenwa, N. E. 
45 Ogbalu, F. C. 
46 Ifeazue, E. 0. 
47 Oloyede, T. 0. 
48 Egboigbodi, J. B. 
49 Enwo, N . 
50 Okay, D. D. U. 
51 Alhaji Adamu, Sarkin Tafarki 
52 Abba Terab 
53 Zubairu Bamu Omar 
54 Saiyadi Ringim 
55 Y erima Saleh 
56 Sule Abba Biu 
58 Alhaji Abubakar Bayero 
59 Yushau Mohammed 
60 Abubakar A. Ibrahim 
61 M. Iro Mani 
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Seat 
No. Name of Member 
62 Usman Turaki 
63 Ibrahim Na Maitama 
64 Alhaji Mohammed Bello Abdurraman 
65 Ahamefula, D. 0. 
66 Ekenekot, U. 0. 
67 De. Omomadia, J. K. 
69 Nwofokoda, J. N. 
70 Ememe, 0. C. 
71 Aghahowa, D. E. Y. 
72 E. 0. Araka 
73 Ukah, N.D. 
74 Muojeke, R.N. 
75 Mordi, E. A. 
76 I. A. Muhammed 
77 Onugu, N. N. 
79 Amadi, F. A.M. 
80 Ayen, U. 0. 
81 Giadom, K. 
82 Ikeh, B. 0. 
83 Alhaji Mai Kano 
85 Maina Waziri 
86 Rilwanu Abdullahi 
87 Umaru Gumel 
90 Saidu Daura 
94 Chiedozie, C. 
95 Orok, Chief R. A. 
96 Odey, J. U. 
97 Afolabi, R. A. 
98 Chukwu, D. N. 
99 Ismaila Abdullahi Bici 

100 lketuonye, V. 
101 Odunrinde, A. A. 
102 Igwe, J. 0. 
103 Ogunbiyi, J. 0. 
104 Eleke, P. 0. 
105 Nweke, 0 . 0. 
107 Dr Okeke, P. U. 
108 Senu-Oke, D. 
112 Chief Mariere, S. J. 
113 Chuku, H. 0. 
114 Dr Nzeribe, B. U 
115 Ukaegbu, B. N. 
116 Eneh, G. 0. D. 
117 Albatam Yerima Balla 
118 Akinjide, R. 0. A. 
119 Akwiwu, E. C. 
120 Opla, A. 
121 Chief Ubani, M. W. 
122 Dr Ezera, K. 
123 Ogunsanya, A. 0. 0. 
126 Maaji Waisul 

S eat 
No. 

129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
146 
148 
150 
151 
152 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 
160 
161 
162 
163 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
174 
176 
177 
179 
181 
183 
186 

Name of Member 
Alhaji Aminu Tafida 
Sarkin Abbas Sanusi 
Usman Gwarzo 
Iro Mashi, lyan Katsina 
Alhaji Mohammed-Munir 
Lar, S.D. 
Alhaji Muhammadu Gauyamma 
Ibrahim Gusau 
Alhaji Are, K. 0. S. 
M. Muktari Sarkin Bai 
Muhammadu Bida, lyan Sokoto 
Ekanem, P. E. 
Akinloye, Chief A. M. A. 
Okunowo, E. 0. 
Ogedengbe, S. A. 
Akerele, A. 
Effiong-Spatts, E. A. 
Isa Haruna 
Odo, E. A. 
Ede,J. 0. 
Shekarau Omar 
Olatunde, P. B. 
Muhammadu Gwarzo 
Alhaji Ahmadu A. Baba 
Inusa Tudun Wada 
Alhaji Haruna 
Sarkin Dalhatu 
M. Aminu Suleman Dutse 
Alhaji Baba Dan Bappa 
Kaita Damale 
Brown, I. A. 
Dada, G. K. 
Odulana, A. F. 
Eminue, 0. J. 
Akpan, P. 0. 
Tobun, I. 0. 
Aminu Yelwa 

188 Zanna Isa Monguno 
189 Musa Hindi 
190 Tokula, P. 0. 
191 Bala Muhammadu Dutsinma 
192 Abdu Bauchi 
193 Isa lko 
194 Hamidu A, Bayero 
195 Muhammadu Bayero 
196 Abdusalami Olomoda 
197 Babatunde, S. A. 
198 Ahmadu Angara Doma 
199 Enefola, D. 0. 
200 Yacim, J. A. 
201 Alhaji Aliyu Bisalla 

2370 

127 Galadirna Maikiyari 
128 Abdu Kirim 202 Alhaji Mohammadu, Sarki Burmi Moriki 
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S eat N ame of Memher S eat Nm~e of Memher 
N o. No . 
203 Umaru Dan Waziri Minister of Information 

204 Afanideh, N. B. Minister of Internal Affairs 

205 Dame-Oboh, P. Minister of Lagos Affairs · 

209 Olaore, J. A. 
Minister of Mines and Power 

210 Lajide, V. L. 
Minister of Transport and A: ... ,.ltion 

213 Idiong, S. U. Minister of Works and Surveys 

216 · Kolade, S. 0. Minister of State, Hon. M. A. Olanrewaju 

218 Abdullahi Mahuta 
Minister of State, Hon. Chief Omo-Osagie 

219 Alhaji Abubakar Magajin Gari Minister of State, Hon. Usumanu 

220 Usman Barkono 
Maitambari 

223 Balang U. Barami 
Minister of State, Hon .. H. Adaji 

224 Muhammadu Zaiyana Sardauna 
Minister of State, Hori. M. Amechi 

225 Muhammadu, Sarkin Gona 
Abubakar Isandu 

226 Abba Sadiq 
Alhaji Ahmed, U. A. 

228 Alhaji Aliyu Mohammadu 
Yerokun, S. A. 
HamzaGombe 

229 Olokotun, S. A. Sanni Gezawa 
230 Wada Nas 
231 Alhaji Muhammadu Kura 

Lamuye, T. A. 

232 Ibrahim Nadabo 
Dominic, M. Mapeo 

233 M. L. Alhaji Daura 
Nwi.ka, S. F. 

234 Abdulkadir Maidugu, Dan lyan Hadeija 
Offor, F. E. 

237 Etukudo, T. L. 
274 FaJimi, S. 0. 

246 Chief Ogunleye, D. A. 
277 Haikali Maigari · 

249 Taiwo, J. A. 
278 Ogundipe, S. 0. 

250 Bello Farar Hula Bichi 
283 Pete-r lpu 

252 Baba Shehu Ibrahim 
287 M. Dati, Kudu 
288 Shehu Na Ita Sokoto 

253 Abdulkadir Abubakar 292 Zubairu Linan Katagun 
254 Abdulkadir Dukku 294 Umaru, Maitumbi 
255 Mohammed Sani Abubakar A. Damla, J. M. 

256 M. Ahmadu Ribadu B. Ka'allaya Shekarau 

257 Ali Nakura Kaura Sarkin Obir 

258 Abubakar Tsofo Mafara E. Ansah 

259 Alhaji Muhammadu Nadange Okilo, M. 0. 

260 Muhtari Abdullahi Wanbai Orodi, E. T. 

261 M. Abba Yola Ezonbodor, M. A. 

262 Atto Bungudu 
Ibrahim Tako 

263 Garba Gada 
Ugwu,D. C. 

264 Alhajj Mohammed Gwate 
Aliyu Zungum 
Umaru Gela 

265 M, Aliyu Ali Gwarzo 
266 M, Garba Turakin Paiko NOES 
267 Umaru Galkogo 140 Dosuomu, L. J. 
268 Oladapo, S. A. 141 Briggs, W. 
269 Ogunkanmi, E. J. 144 Akomolafe, A. 

Prime Minister 172 Chief Akin-Olugbade, 0 . B. 
Minister of Finance 180 Ajasin, M. A. 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 182 Adedamola, A. 
Minister of Communications 207 Daka, S. T. 
Minister of Defence 214 Swem,K. 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 217 lyorkar, M.D. 
Minister of Economic Development 238 Shisha, V. T. 
Minister of Education 240 Udo-lnyang, D. S. 
Minister of Establishments 241 Tarkande, P. 
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Seat 

No. Name of Member 
242 Obi, M. C. K. 
244 Akinyemi, J. A. 
245 Ajayi. B. A. 
247 Oladiran, S. A. (Oba) 
272 Gbolagunte, D. M. 
276 Aihonsu, D. K. 

T~llers for the Ayes : 

Mr A. A. Ajibola 
Mr E. D. Akinbowale 

Tellers for the Noes : 
Alhaji Bello Dandag<> 
Chief D. N. Abii 

Question accordingly agreed to. 

Resolved : That, in accordance with the 
provision of section five subsection (4) of the 
Constitution of the Federation, this House 
signifies its consent to the Constitution of 
Western Nigeria (Amendment) Law, 1963, 
having effect. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to move, 
That this House do now adjourn till the 31st of 
July. In doing so, I would like to ask your 
permission to express the appreciation of the 
Government to hon. Members oil all sides of 
this House for the way they have responded to 
the summons to the House to meet. I think it 
shows that the hon. Members of this House 
have a great sense of responsibility. 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku) : I beg to second. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade (Egba South): Sir, 
we are all dedicated to the preservation of 
parliamentary democracy and the rule of law 
in this country, and we shall always obey the 
summons to the Parliament. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this House do now adjourn 
till the 31st July. 

A4journed accordingly at ten minutes past one 
o'clock. 
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WRITTEN ANSWERS-28th MARCH, 1963 
TRANSPORT 

Air-Conditioned P assenger Trains 

W.2. Mallam Yarima Saleh asked the 
Minister of Transport, how soon air-condi
tioned passenger train coaches will be intro
duced in Nigeria. 

The Minister of Transport : Investigation 
has revealed that with the decline in the 
number of private passengers travelling in the 
upper class of our Railway, the public at large 
will resist the extra charges that must be 
imposed to cover the cost of installation of 
air-conditioners in passenger coaches. 

29th March, 1963 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

W. 7 Mallam Abbas Rahah asked the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, if he will 
consider establishing new industries in Sar
dauna Province in order to provide employ
ment for the people. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry : 
As I said in my answer to Question No. 0.55, 

each Regional Government has plans for the 

industrialisation of the area under its jurisdic
tion. It is the policy of the Governments of 
the Federation to spread industries all over the 
country and the results of the intensive re
sources surveys continually being undertaken 

will guide the Governments when deciding 
on the location of industries. 

1st April, 1963 
WORKS 

0.39. Mr E. J. Ogunkanmi asked the 
Minister of Works and Surveys, how many 
indigenous contractors were awarded con
tracts between 1st March, 1962 and 15th 
March, 1963, and what is the value of the 
C6ntract awarded to each of them, what is the 
total value of contracts awarded to non
Nigerian contractors during the same period. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: 37 
contracts were awarded to indigenous contrac
tors between 1st March, 1962 and the 15th 
March, 1963. These varied in value between 
£1,100 and £92,000, the total aggregate being 
£823,553 . The total number of contracts 
awarded to non-Nigerian contractors for the 
same period was 28 and the aggregate value 
was £3,657,580. 

TRANSPORT 
Railway Platform Ticket 

0.41. M . Ibrahim Na Maitama asked the 
Minister of Transport, if he will explain why 
the cost of Railway Platform tickets is higher 
in the North than in either of the other two 
Regions. 

The Minister of Transport : The cost of 
Railway Platform Ticket is one penny at all 
stations except Kano and Kaduna where the 
charge of three pence is made. Before the 
introduction of the 3d Platform Tickets at 
these stations a lot of undesirable elements 
came and made away with passengers' money 
and personal effects. The increase has had a 
salutary effect. 

Ilorin Railway Station 

0.44. Mr S. A. Babatunde asked the 
Minister of Transport if he will state when 
improvement work will commence on the 
Ilorin Railway Station in view of the assurance 
he gave on the 30th of November, 1961, on 
the Adjournment Motion, that this project 
would be included in the Railway Corporation's 
1962-68 Development Programme. 

The Minister of Transport : As a first 
step, action is being taken to install electric 
lights on the Platform of Ilorin Station. Until 
the Railway's Six-Year Development Pro
gramme is finally approved by the Government, 
the phasing of this improvement cannot be 
undertaken. 
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3rd April~ 1963 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Ikot-Ekpene Telephone Service 
0.95. Mr B. U. Ukpong asked the Minister 

of Communications, what steps he is taking to 
improve the telephone service at Ikot-Ekpene 
in order to relieve the congestion there. 

The Minister of Communications: There 
are 31 applicants waiting for telephone service 
in Ikot-Ekpene of which 10 will be served as 
soon as the cable scheme now in hand is 
completed. The other applicants outside the 
exchange area will be served as the area is 
developed. 

Nto Edino Postal Agency 
0.96. Mr B. U. Ukpong asked the Minister 

of Communications, what proposals he has to 
convert the Nto Edino Postal Agency into a 
full post office to meet the great demand of the 
public as the town is fast developing and very 
far from the Itam post office. 

The Minister of Communications : The 
business now transacted at the Nto Edino 
Postal Agency amounts to only 4,891 units 
which is below the minimum figure of 24,000 
units required for conversion into a sub post 
office. Hon. Member will recall that a sub 
post office must have a minimum unit of 
40,000 for conversion to a Departmental 
Post Office. 

Umuahia-Ibeku 
*0.98. Mr C. A. Odigbo asked the Minister 

of Communications, how soon he proposed 
to rebuild the Post Office and telephone Ex
change at Umuahia-Ibeku. 

The Minister of Communications : A 
site for the project has been acquired and the 

planning completed. There is provision in the 
capital estimate 1963-64 for the construction 
work. 

• 0.99. Mr C. A. Odigbo asked the Minister 
of Communications, whether he is aware that 
the telephone service at Umuahia-Ibeku is 
below average, and whether he will consider 
investigating the cause of this gross inefficiency. 

The Minister of Communications : I do 
not support the view that the telephone service 
at Umuahia-Ibeku is below average. The 
capacity of the existing exchange has been 
extended thrice recently to cater for the increased 
demand for service in the area, and considera
tion is being given to further extension of the 
capacity of the exchange and in this connection 
refer to the answer to your question No. 0.98. 
It is proposed to develop the telephone service 
further by replacing the existing mannual 
exchange by automatic exchange in the 1962-68 
Development Programme. 

*0.100. Mr C. A. Odigbo asked the 
Minister of Communications, whether he will 
consider linking Umuahia-Ibeku by telephone 
directly with Lagos, in view of the political and 
economic importance of the expanding town. 

The Minister of Communications : Tele
phone calls between Umuahia-Ibeku and Lagos 
are connected at present through Enugu 
Exchange, as the number of calls between 
Umuahia-Ibeku and Lagos does not justify the 
provision of a direct link. The provision 
of direct links between telephone exchanges 
is under constant review and will be provided 
between Umuahia-Ibeku and Lagos as soon as 
this is justified. 
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4th April, 1963 
EDUCATION 

University of Nigeria 

0.114. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Minister 
of Education, if he will state whether the 
Federal Government has given any financial 
aid to the University of Nigeria, Nsukka; if so, 
how much. 

The Federal Minister of Education: The 
Federal Government has recently given the 
sum of £450,000 to the National Universities 
Commission to enable it to give grants to 
Nigerian Universities. It is expected that the 
University of Nigeria will derive some financial 
benefit from this allocation. 

Scholarships for Lagos 

0.115. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Minister 
of Education, whether in view of representa
tions he has received from the people and the 
press he will now make the proposed secondary 
school scholarship awards, formerly intended 
for those born or resident in Lagos, a country
wide scheme. 

The Federal Minister of Education : I 
am fully aware of the views expressed by the 
people of Nigeria and by the Press on the 
proposed secondary school scholarship awards 
for the Federal Territory of Lagos. I must 
state, however, that all the Regional Govern
ments in the Federation have primary respon
sibility for the children of the areas within 
their jurisdictions. In recognition of this 
responsibility, liberal provisions have been 
made for the award of scholarships, both for 
the secondary schools and higher institutions. 
In regard to the Federal Territory of Lagos, 
however, the responsibdity for the promotion 
of all levels of education is clearly that of the 
Federal Government. In the circumstance, 
no change is envisaged in regard to the recent 
arrangements. I may add, for the information 
of the bon. Member, that during the financial 

year 1962-63 the heavy sum of £550,000 was 
earmarked for the extended scholarship scheme, 
while £180,000 was voted for post-graduate 
scholarship awards applicable to the whole 
Federation. 

Inter-Regional Secondary Grammar 
Schools 

0.117. Oba S. A. Oladiran asked the 
Minister of Education, if he will state when 
the introduction of Inter-Regional Secondary 
Grammar School will take place, and how 
many such schools will be allocated to each 
Region. 

The Federal Minister of Education : The 
construction of the first three Inter-Regional 
Secondary Schools will begin during the 
current fiscal year. Seven such schools, due 
to be opened during the period 1962-68, are 
regionally distributed as follows : 

Northern Region 
Western Region 
Eastern Region 

University of Lagos 

3 

2 

2 

0.118. Oba S. A. Oladiran asked the 
Minister of Education, if he will st~te the total 
number of under-graduates in the University 
of Lagos, and how many are there in each 
Faculty. 

The Federal Minister of Education : The 
under-graduate enrolment at the University 
of Lagos for the current academic session is 
100. The distribution according to disciplines 
is as follows : 

(i) Commerce and Business 
Administration 

(ii) Law 
(iii) Medicine 

46 

26 (3 girls) 
28 (2 girls) 

In addition, there are 30 students in the 
evening classes for the degree course in Law. 
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Common Entrance Examination 

0.189. Mr U. 0. Ayeni asked the Minister 
of Education, how many candidates who sat for 
the Common Entrance Examination from 1959 
to 1962, gained admission to the College of 
their second choice and if he will consider 
reviewing the entire policy of the Common 
Entrance Examination with a view to abolishing 
it. 

The Federal Minister of Education : 
There is nothing like a Common Entrance 
Examination for all Secondary Schools in the 
country or even for those in the Federal 
Territory. It is therefore impossible to abolish 
what, in fact, does not exist. 

The position is that the West Mrican 
Examinations Council conducts, not only an 

annual Entrance Examination for a group of 
about 18 schools in the Eastern and Western 
Regions and in the Federal Territory, but also 
sets question papers for Government and 
Native Administration Schools in Northern 
Nigeria. The total number of Secondary 
Schools in the country is about 500. 

Numerous other schools therefore conduct 
their own Entrance Examinations either in
dividually or in groups. Thus many pupils 
are free to sit, and, in fact, do sit as many 
entrance examinations as they possibly can. 

I hope my honourable friend appreciates 
the impracticability of furnishing the figures 
of candidates during the years mentioned in 
his question. 
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8th April, 1963 
WORKS AND SURVEYS 

Uba-Bama Road 

W.5. Mallam Abbas Rahah asked the 
Minister of Works and Surveys, whether there 
are any plans to tar the Uba-Bama Road, and 
if so, how soon the work will commence. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Works and Surveys : I regret 
that owing to limited funds available there are 
no plans at present for tarring this road. 

Funtua-Gusau Road 
0.246. Mallam Wada Nas asked the 

Minister of Works and Surveys, what is the 
total cost of the reconstruction and tarring of 
the Funtua-Gusau road via Yankara. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Works : The total cost of the 
reconstruction and tarring of the Funtua
Gusau road is expected to be about £950,000. 

Idoma-Abakaliki Road 

0.250. Mr J. 0. Ede asked the Minister of 
Works and Surveys, if he will consider taking 
over responsibility for the Idoma-Abakaliki 
Road in view of its importance as a link between 
Northern and Eastern Nigeria and also the 
Oturkpo-Ogumogbo Road in view of its 
commercial importance. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister ofWorks :I regret that owing to the 
limited financial resources available for the 
reconstruction and maintenance of the existing 
Federal trunk road system, it will not be 
possible for the Federal Government to take 
over any regional roads during the present 
economic programme. 

Aliade-Makurdi-Jos Road 

0.251. Mr J. 0. Ede asked the Minister of 
Works and Surveys, when the Aliade-Makurdi
J os Trunk Road A will be tarred. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Works : At present 13 miles 
northwards from Makurdi and about 40 miles 
southwards from Jos to the Asob escarpment 
have been tarred. The tarring of the Aliade
Makurdi section of this road has been included 

in the current economic programme. The 
route has been surveyed and contract documents 
are in preparation. Work will commence 
as soon as funds are released. 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
Economic Missions 

0.133. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, if he will 
state in what respects have the repeated world 
tours of the Nigerian Economic mission 
improved the prices of our chief exports, i.e., 
cocoa, groundnuts, palm oil, palm kernels and 
timber. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry : I am 
not aware that the Nigerian Economic Missions 
referred to by the hon. Member set out from 
Nigeria with the purpose of improving the 
prices of our chief exports. In fact the main 
purpose of the major Economic Missions that 
have left Nigeria has been other than this. 
However, when in foreign countries Nigerian 
Economic Missions have, apart from their 
primary purpose, always taken up the question 
of expanding markets in those countries for 
Nigerian export commodities. There has been 
evidence that such expansion of markets has in 
fact taken place. As world market prices are 
dictated by the forces of supply and demand 
the expansion of markets may have had a 
favourable effect on the trend of prices. 

Industrial Establishments 
0.132. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Minister 

of Commerce and Industry, how many Federal 
Government industrial establishments are there 
in each of the three Regions and the Federal 
Territory of Lagos, and how many are there in 
Owerri Province. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry: 
There are no industries fully owned by the 
Federal Government either in the Regions or 
in the Federal Territory of Lagos. The main 
concern of the Federal Government in the 
field of industrial development is to draw up a 
broad industrial development policy, enact 
industrial legislations, provide incentives and, 
in general, create an atmosphere congenial to 
investments in, and growth of, industries 
throughout the Federation. 
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However, in order to foster their growth, the The Minister of Communications : A 
Federal Government has invested, in partner- limited telephone service already exists at Mubi 
ship with the Regional Governments or with and Ganye but this is primarily used for 
private entrepreneurs, in a number of industrial administrative purposes. Consideration is being 
projects considered to be of major economic given to the provision of additional telephone 
significance. These are- facilities in these places and the Gwoza and 

(i) the cement industry at Nkalagu in Gashaka in the 1962-68 Development Pro-
Eastern Nigeria ; gramme. 

(ii) the sugar project at Bacita in Northern 
Nigeria; 

(iii) the manufacture of matches in Ilorin 
in Northern Nigeria; and 

(iv) the flour-milling industry in the 
Federal Territory of Lagos. 

Details are at the moment being worked out 
for Government participation in more projects 
of national importance. 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Sardauna Province Telephone Service 
W.3. Mallam Abbas Rahah asked the 

Minister of Communications, what arrange
ments he is making to provide Mubi, Gwoza, 
Ganye and Gashaka-Marribila divisional head
quarters with telephone service. 

Gwoza Postal Agency 

W.4. Mallam Abbas Rahah asked the 
Minister of Communications, whether in view 
of the commercial importance of Gwoza, 
in Sardauna Province, he will convert the 
existing postal agency into a full post office. 

The Minister of Communications : The 
Commercial importance of Gwoza is not 
reflected in the amount of business transacted 
at the Postal Agency which is now only 5,499 
units. This figure is far below the necessary 
24,000 units specified in the Sessional Paper 
No. 4 of 1957 for conversion of Postal Agencies 
to Sub-Post Office and the 40,000 units 
required for a Departmental Post Office. 
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9th April, 1963 
DEFENCE 

Compulsory Military Service 

0.265. Dr B. U. Nzeribe asked the Minister 
of Defence, whether the Government proposes 
to introduce compulsory military service for 
Nigerian youths as a way of reducing the ever
increasing employment problems and streng
thening the security of this country. 

The Minister of Defence : The introduc
tion of compulsory military training for certain 
classes of Nigerian youths would involve 
large-scale expenditure in equipment, accom
modation and instructional staff, which cannot 
be justified in present-day circumstances. 

The Army have as many volunteers as they 
need to maintain their strength at the level 
authorised by the Legislature. Although the 
question of combating unemployment in this 
country does not fall within the purview of my 
Ministry, I can say that the Federal Govern
ment is doing its best with the means at its 
disposal to reduce unemployment to a mini
mum. 

LABOUR AND WELFARE 

Dockworkers' Strike 

0.270. Mr S. 0. Kolade asked the 
Minister of Labour and Social Welfare, what 
were the casualties in the disturbances resulting 
from the Dockers' strike last February. 

The Minister of Labour : Police records 
show that no deaths occurred in the disturb
ances resulting from the Dock Workers' 
strike. The details of those who were injured 
are as follows : 

Workers 
Lagos : 9 injured, 2 admitted into hospital. 

Port Harcourt : 6 injured and admitted 
into hospital. 

Sapele : 4 injured and 1 admitted into 
hospital. 

Calabar, Warri and Burutu : Injured 
persons were treated in hospital for injuries 
sustained. 

Police 
Lagos : 5 injured, one of whom is a police 

woman who sustained an eye injury from 
a broken bottle while on her way to work 
in a Police car. 

Port Harcourt : 19 treated for InJUries 
sustained. 

Labour Rift 
0.271. Mallam Wada Nas asked the 

Minister of Labour and Social Welfare, what 
steps he is taking to unite the two rival Labour 
Organisations. 

The Minister of Labour : The hon. 
Member is referred to the Answer which I 
gave to Question 140 asked this morning by 
hon. Ogunkanmi. 

MINES AND POWER 

Electricity for Okigwi 

0.137. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Minister 
of Mines and Power what proposals he has 
made for supplying Okigwi Township with 
electricity. 

The Minister of Mines and Power : 
Okigwi Township is one of the towns included 
in the second phase of the Electricity Corpora
tion of Nigeria's New To\vns Development 
Programme for the Eastern Nigeria. 

The necessary surveys have been carried 
out and the materials collected during the 
survey are being analysed. The report, when 
completed, will be submitted to the Eastern 
Nigeria Government for approval. 

Electricity Supply 

0.138. Mr E. J. Ogunkanmi asked the 
Minister of Mines and Power, what steps he 
is taking to supply electricity to all towns in 
Egbedore, Aiyedade and Orile District Council 
areas. 

The Minister of Mines and Power : 
Gbongan town is being supplied with electric:ity 
at the expense of the Electricity Corporation of 
Nigeria. There is no plans at the moment 
to extend electricity supply to the rest of the 
towns in Egbedore, Aiyedade and Orile 
District Council areas. 
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It is up to the Western Nigeria Government 
to include these towns ·in their Development 
programme. 

Electricity for Malumfashi 

~0.256. Mallam Wada Nas asked the 
Minister of Mines and Power, whether in view 
of the increasing population, he will consider 
providing Malumfashi Town with electricity. 

The Minister of Mines and Power : 
Malumfashi Town is one of the towns recently 
surveyed for possible development. The 
survey reports are now being analysed and 
will, in due course, be forwarded to the 
Northern Nigeria Government for approval 
or otherwise. 

Gas Deposit 
~0.258. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Minister 

of Mines and Power, what plans he has for the 

tapping of the gas deposit in Akukwa (Ugwuoba) 
in Awka Division. 

The Minister of Mines and Power : A 
very high pressure gas and water show was 
struck in Akukwa No. 1 well in 1955 and this 
caused a serious blow out which led to the 
abandonment of the well. 

A second well was drilled later to develop 
the gas bearing formation but failed to find it 
in spite of the fact that the well was drilled 
several thousand feet deeper than the first one. 

The gas found at Akukwa in 1955 appears 
to be an isolated patch of formation as the 
second well failed to find more than traces of 
gas and no high pressures in any of the forma
tions penetrated. 

• Ther;e is therefore no plans at present to 
develop the gas deposit at Akukwa. 
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lOth April, 1963 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Telephone Service for Okigwi Division 

0.144. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Minister 
of Communications, what steps he is taking to 
provide telephone service in those important 
and populous parts of Okigwi Division, 
especially in the Etiti and Mbano County 
headquarters. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : The provi
sion of telephone service is being considered 
under the 1962-68 Development Programme 
for the headquarters of the Etiti and Mbano 
County Councils in Okigwi Div:sion, Ama
kohia and Umuduru respectively. Considera
tion will also be given to the provision of 
telephone services at Okwele, Amaraka and 
Ovim, all in Okigwi Division. 

Telephone and Telegraph Facilities 

0.145. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked . the Minister 
of Communications, how many towns have 
been provided with telephone and telegraph 
facilities since October 1960 and how many 
will be provided with these facilities between 
now and 1968. 

The Parliamnentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : Information 
regarding the number of towns provided with 
telephone and telegraph facilities is not readily 
available as a telephone exchange or telegraph 
office may serve more than one town. I can, 
however, tell the hon, Member that my 
Ministry has opened 16 telephone exchanges, 
17 Rural Call Offices and 6 Telegraph Offices 
for Public service since 1st October, 1960. 

Until my Ministry finalises plans for the 
1962-68 Development Programme, I regret I 
cannot state the number of localities which 
will be provided with telephone and telegraph 
services between now and 1968. 

*0.208. Mr U. 0. Ayeni asked the Minister 
of Communications, when he will provide Benin 
with an automatic telephone exchange. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications :The planning 
for the provision of more automatic telephone 

exchanges under the 1962-68 Development 
Programme is well in hand and until this i$ 
completed, I shall not be in position to say with 
any certainty when an automatic telephone 
exchange will be provided at Benin. The 
present manual exchange at Benin will continue 
in use for some years more and serious con
sideration will be given to the provision of 
automatic telephone exchange at Benin in the 
1962-68 Development Programme. 

Post Offices 

*0.209. Mr U. 0. Ayeni asked the Minister 
of Communications, how may post offices have 
been erected in each of the three Regions since 
Aprill960. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : The number 
of New Post Offic.e buildings erected in the 
three Regions and the Federal Territory of 
Lagos since April1960 is as follows : 

Eastern 
Region 

9 

Western 
Region 

6 

Northern 
Region 

13 

Post Office for Ora 

Federal 
Territory 

2 

*0.210. Mr U. 0. Ayeni asked the Minister 
of Communications, when he hopes to build 
a Post Office at Ora. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : The building 
of a type Nl Post office has been decided for 
Ora under the 1962-68 Development Pro
gramme but it is not possible to say now 
exactly when the building will commence. · 

Makurdi Post Office 

*0.324. Mr P. 0 . Tarkende asked the 
Minister of Communications, how much did 
it cost Government to build the Makurdi 
Post Office and what is the average annual 
revenue realised from this post office. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : The Makurdi 
Post Office was built at a cost of £39,567 and 
the annual revenue realised is approximately 
£12,000. 
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Okomoko Postal Agency 

W.S. Mr J. A. Akor asked the Minister 
of Conununications, whether he will consider 
the desirability of making the Okomoko 
postal agency a receiving and distribution 
centre for all the mails from other postal 
. agencies in Etche so as to determine correctly 
the volume of business transacted there, and 
to enable it to be converted to s sub-post 
office as early as possible. 

The Minister of Communications : I 
have noticed that the hon. Member asked 
exactly this same question when this House 
met last August but the question was not 
taken then. 

De •. uled examination has shown that there 
will be no advantage in making Okomoko 
Postal Agency a mail distributing centre, as 
mails for some of the Postal Agencies in the 
area -will be over-t;arried and subjected to 
delay. 

The conversion ot Okomoko Postal Agency 
to Sub-Post Ofhce is also not justified at 
present as the current units of 5,775, are far 
below the standard requirements of 24,000 
units qualifying a Postal Agency for conversion 
to Sub-Post Office. 

HEALTH 

Congestion at Lagos Hospitals 

*0.280. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Health what steps he is taking to 
reduce the congestion in the General Hospital 
and Dispensaries in Lagos. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Health : I have been aware for 
a long time past of the need to ease the conges
tion in our main hospitals. Within the Eco
nomic Development Plan period, proposals 
have been made to build a number of Health 
Centres in the wards in the Federal territory . 
Five will be built during this financial year. 
The health centres will cater primarily for 
out-patients, thereby eliminating congestion 
at the out-patients departments of our hospitals. 

Maternity Hospital in Lagos 

*0.148. Alhaji K. 0. S. Are asked the 
Minister of Health, how much did it cost the 
Government to maintain the Maternity Hospi
tals in Lagos from April 1960 to March 1962, 
and how many cases were successfully treated 
during the same period. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Health : The recurrent costs 
of the Lagos Island Maternity Hospital from 
April 1960 to March 1962 was £430,761. 

The number of cases successfully treated in 
the hospital during the calendar years 1960, 
1961 and 1962, i.e., from January to December 
of each year, are as follows:-

Calendar 
Year 

Jan. -Dec. 

I _I .: 

1960 
1961 
1962 

Morbid 
conditions 
related to Total 

Successful pregnancy number of 
Deliveries and child cases 

13,868 
13,795 
15,782 

birth which successfully 
were sue- treated 
cess fully 
treated 

3,187 
4,882 
5,356 

17,055 
18,677 
21,138 
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lith April, 1953 
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

Police Posts for Awka Division 

0.281. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Prime 
Minister, if he will state why the proposed 
police posts at Abagana, Uruma, Umunze and 
Ekwulawbia in Awka Division, have still not 
been set up. 

Minister of State (Hon. M. A. 0. Olare
waju): Consideration will be given to the 
proposed police posts at Abagana, Uruma, 
Umunze and Ekwulawbia in Awka Division 
during the 1962-68 development scheme. 
Implementation will depend on prevailing 
priorities and availability of funds. 

Ranks of Policewomen 

0.284. Mallam Wada asked the Prime 
Minister, how many ~omen Police are holding 
the rank of sergeant and above in the Nigeria 
Police. _ 

Hon. Olarewaju : The number of Police
women holding the rank of Sergeant and above 
in the Nigerian Police is 25, made up as 
follows:-

Feberal Territory : 3 Senior Police Officers, 
6 Inspectors, 3 Sergeants. 

East : 4 Inspectors, 1 Sergeant. 
West : 1 Senior Police Officer, 4 Inspectors, 

2 Sergeants. 
North : 1 Inspector. 

Death of Inoma Briggs 

0.177. Mr W. 0. Briggs asked the Prime 
Minister, if he will now release the results of 
investigations carried out by the police on the 
circumstances surrounding the death of an 18 
year old girl, Inoma Briggs, whose dead body 
was found half naked at the Abonnema water
side, Port Harcourt sometime early last year, 
and if he will make a statement. 

Hon. Olarewaju : Inoma Briggs was found 
in the swamps along Abonnema wharf on the 
9th of June, 1962. The Port Harccurt C.I.D. 
conducted an investigation and found no 
evidence to support a prosecution. 

The case was referred to the Coroner who 
held and inquest and returned the following 
verdict on 2nd of November, 1962. 

"That the deceased's death was due to 
shock resulting from mechanical interference 
with normal delivery of birth." 

EDUCATION 

Hard Up Students 

0.220. Mr U. 0. Ayeni asked the Minister of 
Education, how many students were turned 
out during the present academic session from 
the University of Ibadan for inability to pay 
fees. 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku): Within the current academic 
session, 62 under-graduates, unable to pay 
their fees, have been turned out by the Uni
versity College, Ibadan, authorities. 

LAGOS AFFAIRS 

Allocation of Crown Land 

0.152. Alhaji K. 0. S. Are asked the 
Minister of Lagos Affairs, whether he is aware 
of the serious complaints by the public of the 
discriminatory practice in the allocation of 
Crown Lands, and whether he will investigate 
the situation. 

The Minister of Lagos Affa1rs : I am not 
aware, but will investigate. 

Southwest Ikoyi Plots 

0.153. Alhaji K. 0. S. Are asked the 
Minister of Lagos Affairs, how many plots 
from the Ikoyi reclaimed land have been 
allocated to tenants ; what is the annual rent 
payable by them and what is the expiration 
period of the lease-hold agreement. 

The Minister of Lagos Affairs : The 
present position in regard to the reclaimed 
land at South-West Ikoyi is that 506 plots have 
been allocated through the secret ballot held 
in 1960 ; 92 plots have been leased to private 
individuals by direct allocation, and 11 plots 
have been directly leased to p :rsons displaced 
by the L.E.D.B. Central Area Slum Clearance 
Scheme. 
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The total number of plots granted, at 
south-West Ikoyi reclaimed Estate amounts 
to 609, and the rents reserved are based at the 
standard rate of £200 per acre per annum, on 
lease for a term of 99 years from the date of 

• execution of the lease agreement. 

L.E.D.B. Building Scheme 

0.154. Alhaji K. 0. S. Are asked the 
Minister of Lagos Affairs, if he will state the 
total number of buildings so far completed by 
the L .E.D.B. from 1st April, 1960 to March, 
1962 ; how many of these buildings have 
already been allocated, and how much did it 
cost to put them up. 

The Minister ofLagos Affairs :Under the 
Rehousing Scheme whereby houses are pro
vided for those displaced in Central Lagos 
as a result of the Lagos Central Planning 
Scheme, the L.E.D.B. built a total of 732 
houses at a total cost of £451,312-0s-lld, 
between 1st April, 1960 and 31st March, 1962. 

Under the Freehold Housing Scheme, a 
total of 386 houses were built at a cost of 
£805,040-3s-3d between 1st April, 1960 and 
31st March, 1962. 

All these houses have been allocated or sold. 
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16th April, 1963 
LABOUR 

Weekly Wages 

0.162. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Minister 
of Labour, whether he will now consider the 
introduction of weekly payment of wages to 
workers throughout the country. 

The Minister of Labour : No, Sir. The 
Federal Government along with the Regional 
Governments has for some time now been 
considering the question of bi-monthly pay
ment of wages. Consultations are still 
proceeding and it is hoped that before long a 
decision would be reached in the matter. 

MINES AND POWER 

New Uses for Coal 

0.163. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Minister 
of Mines and Power, if in view of the decision 
of the Nigerian Railway Corporation to dieselise 
the country's railway system, he will make a 
statement on the alternative use of coal. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister . of Mines and Power : The 
Nigerian Railway Corporation has declared as 
a policy that dieselisation of the railways is to 
be spread over a period of years which will give 
the Nigerian Coal Corporation time to develop 
new markets and adjust output. 

The loss of this market will be partially 
off-set by an increase in sales to the Nigerian 
Cement Company, Nkalagu which will com
mence from January 1964 to take Coal at the 
rate of 140,000 tons per annum. 

It is also estimated that on the establishment 
of the Iron and Steel Industry the Coal 
Corporation will supply about 160,000 tons of 
Coal per annum to that industry. 

It will interest the hon. Member to know 
that the Nigerian Coal Corporation is pursuing 
a policy of expanding the Domestic Sales 
Market. 

Osbun Mineral Resources 
•0.164. Mr E. J. Ogunkanmi asked the 

Minister of Mines and Power, if and when 
he proposes to send Geological Surveyors to 
Ikire, Ago Owu, and Tonkere to locate the 
mineral resources in these covered areas. 

The Minister of Mines and Power _: I 
have to refer hon. Member to Question No. 
•0.70 in the Parliamentary Debates of 27th 
March, 1962 at page 277 and to add that large 
parts of Ilesha are now being geophysically 
surveyed by means of an airborne magneto
meter. The results of the Survey will be 
described in a bulletin of the Geological 
Suvery which will be published before the 
end of the year. 

Zaria Pronvince 

•0.486. M. Saidu Zango asked the Mini~ 
ster of Mines and Power, whether he will send 
a team of Experts to make a thorough geological 
survey of some parts of Zaria Province. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Mines and Power : Latge part~ 
of Zaria Province are being geologically mapped 
in the geological survey current programme 
of the regional geological mapping. 

Many districts have been very carefully 
examined and geologically surveyed in con
siderable detail. These include the younger 
granites of Banke, Dutsin-Wai and Kuderi. 
Description of the geology of large areas of 
Western and South-eastern Zaria will be 
published in the near future. 

At the present geological survey is being 
undertaken in the southern part of the Province 
where the mapping of the country to the 
North of Kafanchan is in progress. 

Electdcity for Kafanchan and Zonkwa 

•0.487. M. Saidu Zango asked the Minister 
of Mines and Power, if he will state when 
Kafanchan and Zonkwa towns will be supplied 
with electricitv. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Mines and Power: Kafanchari is, 
one of the towns in the North already surveyed. 

A comprehensive report on the survey is 
being prepared and would be forwarded to the 
Northern Nigeria Government in due course. 

Zonkwa was not included in the list of towns 
submitted by the Northern Regional Govern
ment. 
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"Post" Profits 
*'0.494. M. Saidu Zango asked the Minister 

qf Information, if he will state what profits were 
realised from the sales of the Morning Post and 
the Sunday Post since their first publications. 

The Minister oflnformation : The Balance 
Sheet and audited accounts of the Company for 
the period mentioned are now being prepared 
and I will obtain this information for the hon. 
Member as soon as it is available. 

I must, however, take this opportunity and 
say that the Nigerian National Press Ltd. is an 
integrated company and it is concerned with the 
publication of the Morning Post and the Sunday 
Post and with commercial printing. It is 
therefore not easy at present to draw a dividing 
line between profits accruing from the news
papers and profits arising from commercial 
printing. 

Moreover, the Nigerian National Press Ltd. 
published its first newspaper in October 1961 
and it is therefore yet early to expect any 
margin of profits. In any case, as I have 
already stated, after the preparation of the 
Balance Sheets and audited accounts have been 
completed the picture of operation with regard 
to profits or losses will be clearer. 

Expansion of T.V. Service 

•0.496. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
Minister of Information, what programme of 
expansion of the television service he has. 

The Minister of Information : The 
Nigerian Television opened on April 1st 1962, 
with a provisional schedule of 1! hour per day. 
During the course of this past year the schedule 
has been progressively increased and during 
the past week the Service has been further 
expanded to an average of nearly 5 hours per 
day. 

In this connection it is necessary to state 
again that the N.T.S. is expanding at a very 
satisfactory rate both in terms of the physical 
plant as well as in programme content. 

The temporary facilities have heen replaced 
by permanent buildings and equipment. The 
N.T.S. buildings on Victoria Island were 
officially opened on the 28th February this 
year. With regard to the programmes, quite 
apart from the extension of air time from 1! 

hour in April last year to an average of 5 hours 
in April this year the quality has improved 
greatly. Moreover, the N.T.S. programmes 
are now over 40 per cent "live" and Nigerian 
talent is being fully utilized. 

Commercial Film Production 

•0.497. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
Minister of Information, whether he intends 
to undertake commercial film production. 

The Minister of Information : There are 
no plans at present to undertake any commer
cial film production in the Film Unit of my 
Ministry. 

Jagua Nana 

*0.498. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
Minister of Information, what is the present 
position about the filming of Jagua Nana. 

The Minister of Information : In August 
1962, the Council of Ministers considered an 
application by an Italian Film Company to 
make a commercial film of the novel, "Jagua 
Nana". The Council agreed that the Com
pany could be given permission to produce the 
film in Nigeria, provided that the country 
would not be portrayed in an unfavourable 
light and provided also that the film when 
produced, would be censored before the 
Company left the country. It was also agreed 
that the Federal Government should not 
sponsor nor be associated in the production 
of the film ; and since the venture was a 
commercial one it was also agreed that no 
Government facilities should be made avail
able to the company. 

These conditions were necessary because 
the film was not going to be "prestige" film 
on Nigeria such as the film "This is Nigeria". 
On the other hand, those who have read the 
book, "Jagua Nana" may agree that the book 
deals with fictitious characters and is not a 
factual picture of Nigeria to-day. The 
Film Company concerned as well as two 
other companies interested in filming the 
novel had indicated that they wanted to make 
a film that would portray life in Africa to-day, 
and they felt that "Jagua Nana", filmed 
against the background of contemporary Nige
ria would give good material for their purpose. 

For the film to represent life in Africa 
it must be a true or reasonably true picture of 
life in Nigeria, if Nigeria must be taken as 
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the example. But "Jagua Nana" 
represent life in Nigeria. 

does not The producers visited Nigeria in October 

It must be said that if the film were to 
be made as representing some unspecified part 
of Africa, and to be the story of an illiterate 
woman of loose morals merely against an 
African background it could be made any
where in Africa, and neither the characters 
nor the contemporary scenes would be repre
sentative of life in modern Nigeria. 

The book, of course, reflects African woman
hood unfavourably and therefore would portray 
any country in an unfavourable light and give 
the impression that African womenfolk were 
immoral and that their lives were sordid 
and mercenery ; but in point of fact the charac
ters and the situation in the book are entirely 
ficticious and unrepresentative of any specific 
part of modern Africa as I believe the 
author intended they should be. But since 
this would be the first commercial film to be 
made in Nigeria, especially since independence, 
by an overseas film company, it would do 
untold harm if it ·were to cause embarrassment 
to the Government and people of Nigeria. 

In my considered opinion, therefore, the 
outside world should not get the impression 
that Nigeria is a country of loose women and 
unscrupulous politicians like those portrayed 
in the imaginary world wherein "Jagua Nana" 
is set. We must be assured that any film made 
in Nigeria at this time should not portray the 
country in a bad light. It is for these reasons 
that I have stipulated, with the support of the 
Government, that if the Company is to make 
the film, then the producers would be required 
to show the finished film to the Board of 
Censors in Lagos before it was released for 
general exhibition. This would ensure that a 
reasonable true picture of life in Nigeria to -day 
is given and that the country is not portrayed 
in an unfavourable light. I am also of the 
view that if possible the principal part should 
be given to a Nigerian girl. 

1962, and the conditions were made known to 
them. They have, however, been unable, up 
till now, to give the undertaking or guarantee 
required and appear to have suspended further 
consideration on the production of the film. 

In anticipation of anyone who may feel or 
say that films showing the shady aspects of life 
in Britain, France, America, Italy and other 
countries are made and released for the general 
public, my answer is that, in general, and as far 
as is known, those films are never meant to 
give the impression that they portray the 
general life in those countries. We welcome, 
in principle, the idea of making commercial 
films in Nigeria, but we must insist that the 
films thus produced cause us no embarrassment. 
There have been many cases of misrepresenta
tion of Africa and we cannot be too careful in 
view of our determination to advance. 

Agricultural Films 
0.611. Mr D. N . Chukwu asked the 

Minister of Information, if he will consider 
sending the Federal Film Unit to the Eastern 
Region to produce films on agricultural 
projects in the Region. 

The Minister of Information : The hon. 
Member is no doubt aware that the Eastern 
Nigeria Government has a Film Unit of its own, 
i.e., the Film Division of the Regional Ministry 
of Information. I have no doubt, however, 
that the Film Unit of the Eastern Region will 
be able to produce suitable films on agriculture 
and other projects if required to do so by the 
Regional Government. 

On the other hand, it would give me and the 
staff of the Federal Film Unit great pleasure 
to render any assistance that may be necessary 
in such exercises. In this connection it is my 
hope that the steps now being taken to co
ordinate the information services of the Federal 
and Regional Ministries of Information would 
extend to the field of Film Production. 
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17th April, 1963 
DEFENCE 

Training in Military Schools 

0.364. Alhaji Zakari Isa asked the Minister 
of Defence, how many Nigerians were sent 
overseas for training and how many are now 
training in Nigerian Military schools. 

The Minister of Defence : It is not in the 
public interest to furnish in the House the 
details sought by the hon. Member but they 
could be given to him if he cares to call at 
my office. 

Nigerian Forces in the Congo 

0.366. Mr J. A. Akor asked the Minister 
of Defence, whether he will now withdraw the 
Nigerian Armed Forces serving with the 
United Nations in the Congo. 

The Minister of Defence : Circumstances 
do not at present warrant the withdrawal from 
the Congo of the Nigerian Armed Forces now 
serving in that country. The hon. Member 
can rest assured that the Nigerian troops 
\\'Ould not stay longer than is necessary for them 
to do so for the purposes of maintenance of 
peace and tranquillity in the Congo. 

Recruitment of Women 

0.367. Mr P. 0. Tarkende asked the 
Minister of Defence, how many Nigerian 
women have so far been recruited into the 
Army. 

The Minister of Defence : 21 Nigerian 
women have been granted nursing commissions 
in the Royal Nigerian Army and are holding 
the following ranks :-

1 Major; 

1 Captain ; and 
19 Lieutenants. 

Graduates in the Army 

0.444. Mr D. M. Gbolagunte asked the 
Minister of Defence, how many graduates and 
higher school certificate holders have so far 
been employed in the Nigerian Army stating 
how many of these were employed after 
Independence. 

The Minister of Defence : 23 University 
Graduates and 141 Higher School Certificate 
holders have been employed in the Royal 
Nigerian Army. 20 of the University graduates 
and 75 of the Higher School Certificate holders 
have been recruited since Independence. 

Nigeria's Defence 

0.446. Mr T. 0. Oloyede asked the 
Minister of Defence, what steps he is taking 
to strengthen Nigeria's defence. 

The Minister of Defence : The hon. 
Member is referred to the answer to the 
Oral Question No. 0.264 which appeared at 
page 860 of the Parliamentary Debates of 
9th April, 1963. 

Nigerians in Key Positions 

0 .613. Mallam M. Ahmadu Angara 
Doma asked the Minister of Defence, how 
many Nigerians have held key positions in the 
Nigerian Army since Nigeria achieved inde
pendence. 

The Minister of Defence : Four Nigerians 
have been promoted Brigadiers, two of them 
substantively, since independence. In addition, 
eleven were promoted Lieutenant-Colonels, 
three of them substantively. With these pro
motions, two of the three top Advisers to the 
General Officer Commanding the Royal 
Nigerian Army are Nigerians, whilst all but 
one battalion of the Queen's Own Nigerian 
Regiment are commanded by Nigerians. 

Defence Arrangements 

0 .666. Mr A. U. D. Mbah asked the Minister 
of Defence, if he is satisfied with the country's 
defence arrangements in case of civil disorders 
or external aggression. 

The Minister of Defence : The hon. 
Member can rest assured that adequate 
measures have been taken and will continue to 
be taken to ensure that our national defence is 
not in jeopardy. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Postal Transactions in Okigwi Division 

0.166. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Minister of 
Communications, whether in view of the 
volume of business transacted at Amakohia, 
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Ikenanzizi and Nsu postal agencies, in Okigwi 
Division, he will consider converting them into 
Sub-Post Offices. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications :The business 
units transacted at the Postal Agencies are 
currently as follows :-

Amakohia 
Ikenanzizi 
Nsu 

19,948 units 
14,614 units 
19,102 units 

None of the Agencies has attained the 
standard of 24,000 units stipulated in Sessional 
Paper No. 4 of 1957. The position will 
however be watched and conversion will be 
considered as soon as the business transacted 
at the Agencies rises to the required level. 

Financial Aid 

0.167. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Minister 
of Communications, how many communities 
have, in accordance with the provision of the 
Sessional Paper No. 4/1957, applied and 
received financial aid from the Department of 
Posts and Telegraphs in order to enable them 
bring their sub-post offices or post-offices 
up-to-date. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : Four com
munities, Obiaruku, Okuku, Mbieri and Igarra 
have applied for aid but none has yet been 
granted. 

The application from Igarra was refused 
because the Sub-Post Office building was below 
the acceptable standard. 

The applications from the remaining three 
communities are under consideration. 

Bauchi Post Office 

0.309. Mallam Muhammadu Ningi asked 
the Minister of Communications, whether in 
view of the fact that the unit of business transac
ted in the Bauchi Post Office is increasing daily, 
he will consider rebuilding and modernising it. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : A new Post 
Office building for Bauchi to replace the present 
one has been included in the 1962-68 Develop
ment Programme. 

Postal Agency for Kankara Town 

0.10. Mallam Wada Nas asked the 
Minister of Communications, whether he will 
consider providing Kankara town with a postal 
agency. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : No applica
tion has been received for the establishment of 
a Postal Agency in Kankara town. When any 
application is received, it will be considered in 
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 10 
of Sessional Paper No.4 of 1957. 

Ogbomosho Post Office 

*0.311 Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
M inister of Communications, when he will 
provide a new Post Office at Ogbomosho. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : Studies on 
postal development are being carried out in my 
Ministry and from this it will be ascertained 
whether a new Post Office for Ogbomosho is 
necessary. It is regretted that no definite 
reply can be given at present until the studies 
are completed. 

Provision of Postal Agencies 

0 .312. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Communications, when he will 
provide postal agencies in Ajawa and Iressa 
in Ogbomosho District and more in Ogbomo
sho township . 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : Arrange
ments for the establishment of a Postal Agency 
at Ajawa are nearing completion, but no 
application has been received from Iressa for 
the establishment of a postal agency there, 
neither have there been any applications from 
Ogbomosho for the establishment of more 
postal agencies in the township . 

When the applications are made, they will 
be examined in accordance with the provisions 
of the Sessional Paper No. 4 of 1957, and if 
found agreeable, new postal agencies will be 
provided. 

24-Hour Telephone Service 
0.313 Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 

Minister of Communications, when he will 
provide a 24-hour service at the Ogbomosho 
T elephone Exchange 
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The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : The Minis
try's provide is to prove 24 hours service when 
the number of subscribers to an exchange 
reaches 75. At present, there are 51 subscribers 
connected to Ogbomosho exchange. 

Experience has shown that it is when the 
number of subscribers connected to an ex
change reaches 75 that 24 hours service can 
be provided on an economic basis. 

Telephone Service 

*0.454. Mr George Yilgwen asked the 
Minister of Communications, when he pro
poses to provide telephone service at Shendam 
in the Lowland division. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : Considera
tion is being given to the provision of telephone 
service at Shendam in the 1962-68 Develop
ment Programme. I regret I can give the 
hon. Member no definite undertaking when 
this service will be provided as my Ministry 
is still planning the overall development of 
the telephone system. 

Direct Telephone Line 

*0.500. M. Saidu Zango asked the Minister 
of Communications, if he will provide a direct 
line telephone between Lagos and Zaria. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : I do not 
intend to provide direct telephone lines 
between Lagos and Zaria. Operators in each 
of these exchanges use a system of dialling 
through Kaduna exchange to reach the distant 
subscriber and it is this system of indirect 
dialling which I propose to develop instead. 

Post Office for Ogbete 

0.501. Mr C. 0. Chiedozie asked the 
Minister of Communications, how soon he 
intends to build a post office at Ogbete, a 
project which he approved about three years 
ago. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : A Post 
Office has been approved for Ogbete and 
included in the building programme of this 
Ministry for 1962-68. The project will be 
handled as soon as practicable. 

*0.506. Chief P. Dame-Oboh asked the 
Minister of Communications, \\<hether the 
Ekpoma sub-post office will be converted into 
a full post office before the end of this year. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : No. Sir. 

A departmental post office has been approved 
for Ekpoma and is included in the 1962-68 
building programme. 

The conversion of the Sub-Post Office will 
await the completion of the building which 
will take its turn in the programme. 

Sub-Post Offices 

0.507. Chief P. Dame-Oboh asked the 
Minister of Communications, if he will enu
merate in order of priority the 14 sub-post 
offices which will be converted to full post 
office status in the next Six-Year Development 
period. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : I am unable 
at this stage to enumerate in order of priority 
the 14 sub-post offices which will be converted 
to full post office status in the SL"\:-year Develop
ment period, since there are still unforseen 
circumstances within the next six years. 

Postal Agents 

*0.623. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Minister 
of Communications, if he will state why postal 
agents are not paid any salaries at all. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications :Postal Agents 
are not civil servants. They may in addition 
to their postal agency work, engage themselves 
in other private interests. 

Postal Agents are employed and paid purely 
on corrunission basis as laid down in Sessional 
Paper No.4 of 1957. 

MailRunners'VVages 

0.625. Mr U. 0. Ayeni asked the Minister 
of Communications, if he is aware that Local 
Councils pay the wages of mail runners and if 
he will consider taking over the payment of 
these wages since Communications is a Federal 
subject. 
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The Parliamentary Secretary to the ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Minister of Communications : One of the 
conditions for opening Postal Agencies is the 
acceptance by the sponsoring authority usually 
a Local Council of the responsibility for 
collecting and delivering mail between the 
postal agency and the nearest Post Office. 

It is not yet considered expedient to alter 
this condition. 

Awka Post Office 
0.626. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Minister 

of Communications, what plans he has for 
expanding and rebuilding the Awka post office 
in view of its status and ever-increasing volume 
of business. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications : Provision 
has been made for extension of Awka Post 
Office. Work will start as soon as it is practi
cable. 

Conversion of Postal Agencies 

• 0.627. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Minister 
of Communications, if he will reduce the 
number of units necessary for converting a 
sub-post office to a full post office and a postal 
agency to a sub-post office. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications: The condi
tions as stipulated in Sessional Paper No. 4 
of 1957 are currently being examined with a 
view to providing some form of relaxation. 

I informed }].on. Members in answer to a 
similar question on the 3rd of April that I 
am introducing a White Paper shortly which 
will enable conversion of a postal agency to a 
sub-post office when 18,000 units of business 
are transacted annually instead of the 24,000 
required at present. 

Conditions for conversion to full depart
mental post office will also be revised. 

Research 

0.458. Mr D. M. Gbolagunte asked the 
Minister of Economic Development, what plans 
he has for initiating research into the brewing of 
liquor from guinea corn which is widely grown 
in Ibarapa area of Ibadan district. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : Research into the brewing of liquor 
from guinea corn is not on the current pro
gramme of the Federal Institute of Industrial 
Research but should any of the governments 
of the regions in which guinea corn is grown 
request assistance from the Institute, assistance 
will be offered. 

0.457. Mr D. M. Gbolagunte asked the 
Minister of Economic Development, if he will 
cause researches to be made into the eh.traction 
of melon seed which are sucessfully grown 
in Ibarapa District of Ibadan division. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : Research is being undertaken at the 
Federal Institute of Industrial Research into 
the possibilities of the economic exploitation 
of a number of lesser known vegetable oil 
seeds of which melon seed oil is one. It is 
hoped to publish a report on this research later 
in the year. 

Survey of Mineral Resources 

0.693. Mallam Ahmadu Angara Doma 
asked the Minister of Economic Development 
if he will soon carry out a comprehensive 
survey of the Mineral resorces of the Country 
with a view of tapping them. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Mines and Power : The hon. 
Member is referred to Question No. 0.485 the 
answer to which was given in this House on 
the 16th April, 1963. 
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18th April, 1963 
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

Republican Form of Government 

0.465. Mr George Yilgwen asked the 
Prime Minister, what steps he proposed to 
take to meet the wishes of the c01.mtry for a 
Republican form of Government. 

The Prime Minister : The hon. Mem
ber's attention is invited to the reply given to 
Oral Question No. 0.5. 

Census 
0.466. Mr George Yilgwen asked the 

Prime Minister, whether he will state how 
soon the next census will take place and what 
devices he plans to introduce to ensure that 
such mistakes as occurred in the last one are 
not repeated. 

The Prime Minister (Aihaji the Rt. hon. 
Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa) : The hon. 
Member's attention is invited to the reply 
given to question 0.378. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 
COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS 

0.534. M. Saidu Zango asked the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Commrmwealth Rela
tions, what results have so far been achieved at 
the Geneva Disarmament Conference. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs (Hon. 
Jaja Wachuku): Although progress at the 
current Disarmament Conference in Geneva 
seems slow, the mere decision to meet and 
consider possible means of removing the 
threat of total destruction hanging over man
kind is an achievement in itself. 

Significant ground has been covered on the 
question of banning nuclear tests, though 
agreement has still not been reached on the 
number of on-site inspections of tests or 
suspected tests within the national territories 
of member countries. 

LAGOS AFFAIRS 

Petrol Filling Stations 

0.550. Mr L. J. Dosunmu asked the 
Minister of Lagos Affairs, how many residen
ti al plots on Awolowo Road in the South West 

Ikoyi have been used or approved for use as 
petrol filling stations and whether the Govern
ment does not consider this change of user as 
doing great injury to the planning of the area. 

The Minister of Lagos Affairs (Alhaji the 
hon. Musa Yar'Adua): Messrs Agip, Total 
Oil, and BP. West Africa Ltd., have been 
accorded approval for the development of 
petrol stations along the northern aspect of 
Awolowo Road in lieu of residential develop
ment. 

The Lagos Executive Development Board 
is the planning authority in Lagos and it is 
for the experts of the Board to decide upon, 
and lay down the regulations for, the planning 
of Lagos and if considered an injury to the 
planning area it should not have been allowed. 

EDUCATION 

Scholarships 

0.319. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Minister 
of Education, what is the number of scholar
ships offered by the Federal Government to 
Nigerians to study in Soviet Russia ; and 
whether applications for scholarship by 
Nigerians already studying in Russia have at 
any time been rejected and if so, why. 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku): No scholarship has been offered 
by the Federal Government to Nigerians to 
study in the Soviet Union up to date. The 
reason for this is not due to any objection to 
study in Soviet universities, which are among 
the best in the world. 

No student has indicated in his application 
a desire to study in the Soviet Union. This is 
understandable, because of the language diffi
culty they are likely to encounter and general 
ignorance about the conditions for admission 
into Soviet universities. Students generally 
prefer to go to institutions about which they 
know a great deal. 

There are no records of any rejection of 
applications for scholarships by Nigerians 
already studying in Russia at any time. The 
last part of the Question, therefore, does not 
arise. 
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lbadan University College 

0 .390. Alhaji Isa Haruna asked the Minis
ter of Education, how many graduates has the 
University College, Ibadan provided since its 
inception. 

The Federal Minister of Education (Hon . 
Aja Nwachuku) : Since its inception in 1948, 
the University College, Ibadan, now the Uni
versity of Ibadan, has produced a total of 
1,393 graduates according to the following 
breakdown :-

First Degrees 

Higher Degrees 
Diplomas and Certificates 

Civics 

1,054 men 
73 women 

7 men 
218 men 

41 women 

'OA70. Mr. I. b. Chikelu asked the Minister 
of Education, if he will consult with the 
Regional Ministers of Education with a view 
to re-introducing Civics in the primary schools 
throughout the country. 

The Federal Minister of Education : 
Civics has never been abolished as a subject 
in primary schools in the Federal Territory. 
T~e question of its re-introduction in the 
primary schools of the Regions will be included 
on the agenda of the next meeting of the Joint 
Consultative Committee on Education. 

. Commonwealth Scholarship Awards 

0.471. Mr T. 0 . Olo_yede asked the .Minister 
of Education, how ma.ny Commonwealth 
Scholarship awards have been made from 1st 
October, 1960, up to the end of 1962 and what 
consideration governed their even distribution 
between the Regions.-

,. . :: ·- _ :;:: _·_ :~: - -

-__ The MinisterofEducation : Since October-
1st, 1960, -75 post-graduate scholarships have 
been made under the Commonwealth Scholar
ships and Fellowships Plan. 

Regional considerations are not involved 
in their distribution. Awards were based 
strictly on academic merits and eligibility 
for admission into university research depart-
ments. 

Scholarships for Post Secondary Education 

0.472. Mr T. 0. Oloyede asked the Minis
ter of Education, whether, in view of the 
increasing urge that students should stay in 
the country to pursue their post-secondary 
education in the Universities, he will consider 
making special allocation of scholarships on 
merit to each University for award. 

The Minister of Education : The Federal 
Government already finances ten state scholar
ships annually in each of our five Universities. 
These scholarships are distributed by the 
Universities authorities to under-graduates of 
outstanding academic performance. Also, 
apart from scholarships allocated to the children 
from special areas, e.g., Niger Delta and to 
the Northern Region, the Federal Govern
ment awards annually well over 500 scholarships 
entirely on merit and many of these are taken 
up in the institutions of higher learning in 
Nigeria. 

Inter-Regional Secondary Schools 

0.541. Mr P. I. Ejukwa asked the Minister 
of Education, how many Inter-Regional Secon
dary Schools have been established and if he 
will make a statement on where they are 
located. 

The Minister of Education : I would refer 
my hon. Friend to the answer to Question 
No. 0.190 of Thursday, 4th April, 1963. 

Scholarships for Foreign Nationals 

0 .542. Mr P. I. Ejukwa asked the Minister 
of Education, how many foreign nationals, 
indicating their nationalities, have been awarded 
scholarships to study in Nigerian universities. 

The Minister of Education : Five foreign 
students listed below according to their nationa
lities, have received post-graduate scholarships 
from the· Federal Government _since Indepen
dence· :- .. -- -

United Kingdom . . 2 
Union of South Africa 1 
India 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 

Since 1960, the Federal Government provides 
annually eight sch0larships under the Common
wealth Fell0wship and Scholarship Plan. Only 

(1223) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

43 [Written Answers] 18 APRIL 1963 [Written Answers] 

Education 

44 

five out rlf the nominations received from eight 
Commonwealth countries were qualified to 
study in our higher institutions. 

Ibadan University Undergraduates 
0.543. Mr J. A. Akinyemi asked the 

Minister of Education, how many undergra
duates of the University of Ibadan had to 
discontinue their studies during the academic 
years 1961-62 and 1962-63 owing to inability to 
pay their fees. 

The Minister of Education : Answer not 
yet available. 

Grants to Nigerian Universities 
0.544. Mr V. A. Nwalieji asked the 

Minister of Education, what grants were made 
in 1962-63 to the University, of Nigeria, 
Nsukka, Ahmadu Bello University and the 
University of Ife respectively. 

The Minister of Education : The Federal 
Government made an interim grant of £450,000 
to the National Universities Commission for 
allocation to the Universities of Nigeria, Ife and 
Ahmadu Bello during the last fiscal year. 

Cost of Education 

0.545. Mr V. A. Nwalieji asked the Minister 
of Education, how much money did the Federal 
Government spend on primary, secondary, 
technical and university education in 1962-63. 

The Minister of Education : During the 
1962-63 fiscal year, the Federal Government 
spent on:-

Primary Education 
Secondary Education 
Technical Education 
University Education 

Total 

£ 
479,202 
289,497 
139,274 

1,208,100 

£2,116,073 

Scholarships from Foreign Countries 
0.546. Mr V. A. Nwalieji asked the 

Minister of Education, how many foreign 
countries have awarded scholarships to students 
of Nigerian origin since 1960 ; which countries 
are they, and how many scholarship awards 
were offered in each case. 

The Minister of Education : I would 
refer my hon. Friend to my statement on the 
subject of scholarships offered by foreign 
countries to Nigeria in this House on Thursday, 
11th April, 1963. 

0.548. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
Minister of Education, what form of education 
is available now to Nigerians in Fernando Po. 

The Minister of Education : A Mission 
School, which is recognised and inspected by 
the Federal Government, provides education 
for Nigerian children of primary school age in 
Fernando Po. There are no facilities for 
Secondary education. 

Nigerian Students in Bulgaria 

0.549. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
Minister of Education, how many Nigerian 
students were in Bulgaria in 1962 and whether 
he will state what arrangements exist for their 
welfare. 

The Federal Minister of Education: I 
would refer the hon. Member to my answer 
to a similar question in this House on the 4th 
of April, 1963. Necessary consular services 
are provided for the students by either the 
nearest Nigerian Mission or the British 
Diplomatic Representatives where we have no 
Embassy. 

Grade ill Teachers 

0.547. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
Minister of Education, if he will state how long 
he intends to continue training teachers for 
the Grade III Teachers' Certificate in Lagos. 

The Federal Minister of Education: I 
am anxious to put an end to the training of 
Grade III teachers in Lagos Training Colleges 
as soon as possible. The exact date will be 
determined in due course. 

Federalisation of Education 

0.628. M. Ahmadu Angara Doma asked 
the Minister of Education, whether he will 
discuss with his regional counterparts the 
possibility of making education a Federal 
subject. 

The Federal Minister of Education: The 
making of education a federal subject in the 
Federation of Nigeria involves a constitutional 
amendment. Such an amendment can only 
be made in accordance with the provision 
already embodied_ in our constitution. 
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0.700. Mr D. Senu-Oke asked the Minister 
of Education, what are the reasons leading to 
the rejection of an application made by Mr 
Grant to establish a school in Lagos and if the 
Minister is aware that a lot of money has been 
collected by the Proprietor in respect of the 
proposed school. 

The Federal Minister of Education: 
Careful enquiries have revealed that it will not 
be in the interest of education in the Federal 
Territory to allow the person mentioned by the 
hon. Member to run a school. 

Commonwealth Teachers Bursary 
Scheme 

0.702. Mr D. M. Gbolagunte asked the 
Minister of Education, whether Nigeria will 
withdraw from participating in the Common
wealth Teachers Bursary Scheme in view of 
the fact that the opinions of the Regional 
Governments are sharply divided on the 
bursary and subsequent training given to 
selected students. 

The Federal Minister of Education 
(Hon. Aja Nwachuku): It is not correct to say 

that opinions of the Regional Governments are 
sharply divided on the Commonwealth Teachers 
Bursary Scheme. The hon. Member pro
bably has in mind the U.K. award which was 
the subject of discussion at the meeting of the 
Joint-Consultative Committee on Education 
held last December. Agreement was reached 
between the Ministries of Education in the 
country that the programme should be modified 
to meet the present needs of the various 
Governments, and steps are now being taken 
with this modification in view. No with
drawal from the Scheme is, therefore, being 
contemplated. 

Federal Government Scholars 

0.703. M. Ahmadu Angara Doma asked 
the Minister of Education, how many Federal 
Government scholars have graduated from 
universities and other institutions of learning 
both in Nigeria and abroad since the attain
ment of Independence in 1960. 

The Minister of Education: 567 Federal 
Government scholars have graduated from 
various institutions and universities at home 
and abroad since our Independence. 
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22nd April, 1963 
JUSTICE 

Appeals to Privy Council 

0.633. Mr L. J. Dosunmu asked the 
Attorney-General and Minister of Justice, 
how many of the judgments of the Federal 
Supreme Court proceeded on appeal to the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council within 
the last five years and with what results in 
each case. 

The Attorney-General and Minister of 
Justice (Dr the hon. T. 0 . Elias): Within 
the last five years, i .e., from 1st April, 1958 to 
31st March, 1963, forty-two appeals from the 
Judgments of the Federal Supreme Court 
actually proceeded to the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council. One of these Appeals 
was allowed, fifteen were dismissed and twenty
six are still pending. 

Apart from these, there are cases in which 
although leave was granted to the parties to 
appeal to the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council, the appeals were not forwarded 
because the appellants failed to comply with the 
conditions of appeal and also those cases in 
which the appeal was abandoned. 

Currency Law 

0 .705. Mr A. U. D. Mba asked the Attor
ney-General and Minister of Justice, if he is 
aware of judgment delivered in a case recently 
in Onitsha to the effect that under the present 
law no offence of forged Central Bank Notes 
can be established because the law refers to 
the old West African Currency Notes, and if 
he will state what steps he has taken to rectify 
the position. 

The Minister of Justice : The Attorney
General and Minister of Justice is not aware 
of the case to which the hon. Member has 
referred, but he is aware that our currency 
law is in need of revision. Indeed, a draft 
Bill on the matter has been under discussion 
between the Ministry of Finance and the 
Ministry of Justice. But the point must be 
emphasized that the existing law covers the 
kind of case cited. Anyone who has forged the 
Central Bank Notes can quite properly be 
charged under section 4{)7 (2) (g) of the Criminal 
Code with the forgery of a bank note. The 
punishment for this offence under the Criminal 

Code is imprisonment for fourteen years as 
against the punishment of imprisonment for 
ten years proYided for the forgery of a Currency 
Note under the West African Currency Notes 
Act. 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
Establishment of Industries 

0.278. Mr J. 0. Ede asked the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, if he proposes to 
establish and industries in the Northern 
Region during the next four years and, if so, 
whether he will locate one of these industries in 
Idoma Division in order to provide more 
employment opportunities in that area . 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry (Alhaji 
Usman Angulu Ahmed): As I said in my 
answer to Question No. W.7 at page 2S of the 
Official Report of 29th March, each Regional 
Government has plans for the industrialisation 
of the area under its jurisdiction and the results 
of the intensive resources surveys continually 
being undertaken will guide the Governments 
when deciding on the location of industries. 

Formation of Mrican Common Market 
0.297. Mr M.D. Iyorka asked the Minister 

of Commerce and Industry, what steps have 
been taken so far towards the formation of an 
African Common Market and what has been the 
reaction of other independent African States to 
this proposal. 

Alhaji Ahmed : Most of the independent 
African and Malagasy States have indicated 
their support for the idea of an African Com
mon Market, although opinions differ on some 
aspects of the details of its establishment. 
Already there are existing among several 
African and Malagasy States agreements which 
could easily form the nuclei of Regional 
Common Markets that might eventually lead to 
an African Common Market, a subject which 
will probably receive special attention at the 
May 1963 meeting in Addis Ababa of Heads of 
African and Malagasy States. 

Nigeria's Cotton 

0.291. Mallam Bala Mohammed 
Dutsinma asked the Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, how much of Nigeria's cotton is 
used in the manufacture of textile in Nigeria. 
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Alhaji Ahmed : The total quantity of 
Nigeria's cotton used locally in the manufacture 
of textiles is impossible to assess because of the 
very large number of unknown consumers in 
our cottage industries. 

Consumption figures for the 1961-62 cotton 
season for only three of the major textile 
companies stood at about 6,000 tons ; and the 
estimated consumption for 1963-64 for five of 
such companies that are in production is about 
12,000 tons. 

Relief on Import Duties 
0.447. Mr George Yilgwen asked the 

Minister of Commerce and Industry, how many 
industrial and contracting companies have been 
granted free import duties on building materials 
and other commodities since 1960 stating their 
names and the amount of revenue the Govern
ment lost by granting these exemptions. 

Alhaji Ahmed : Import duties relief is not 
granted in respect of building materials. 
With regard to other materials, a total of 27 
companies have since 1960 been granted 
import duties relief. The amount of revenue 
which it is estimated the government will over 
the period of the relief have to forgo is £502,000. 

The list is as follows :-
LIST OF COMPANIES GRANTED IMPORT 
DUTIES RELIEF SINCE 1960 

1. Nigerian Metal Fabricating Limited 
2. Aluminium Manufacturing Co. Limited 
3. British Paints (West Africa) Limited 
4. R. T. Briscoe (Nigeria) Limited 
5. International Paints (W.A.) Limited 
6. Nigerian Cement Company Limited 
7. West African Thread Company Limited 
8. Nigerian Canning Company Limited 
9. S. Raccah Limited 

10. ICI (Paints) Limited 
11. Askar of Nigeria Limited 
12. Industrial Enterprises (Nigeria) 

Limited 
13. Beejay Manufacturing Co. 
14. Cadbury-Fry (Export) Limited 
15. Lever Brothers Limited 
16. De Facto Works Limited 
17. Associated Industries Limited 
18. Dumex Pharmaceutical Limited 
19. Chesebrough-Ponds International 

Limited 
20. Pharco Prodt~ctions Lintit~d 

21. Drugs and Pharmaceuticals Industries 
Limited 

22. Swedish African Milk Company 
(Nigeria) Limited 

23. Metal Containers of West Africa 
Limited 

24. Longmans of Nigeria Limited 
25. Pfizer Products Limited-Nigeria 
26. Nigeria Agricultural Industries 

Limited 
27. U.A.C. of Nigeria Limited-Drugs 

and Perfumes. 

International Trade Agreements 

0.473 Mr T. 0. Oloyede asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, how many inter
national trade agreements have been entered 
into by the Federal Government since the 
last International Trade Fair, and with what 
nations were these agreements made. 

Alhaji Ahmed : Since the last International 
Trade Fair Nigeria has entered into four 
international trade agreements :- with Came
roun, West Germany, Hungary and U.S.S.R. 
The first two have been signed, but not yet 
ratified ; the last two have only been initialled. 

Legislation on Hire-Purchase 

0.477 Mr T. 0. Oloyede asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry if he will consider 
introducing legislation regulating the hire
purchase system in respect of motor vehicles. 

Alhaji Ahmed : As I said in my answer 
to Oral Question 344 by Mr J. A. Okor, and in 
my speech during the debate on the motion on 
the same subject, the Federal Government has 
already submitted a draft Bill on all aspects of 
Hire Purchase to the Regional Governments 
for their comments. 

Loans 

0.562. M. Saidu Zango asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, if he will state 
what percentage of the total loans granted by 
the Federal Loans Board went to applicants 
from the Northern Region since the Board 
was established. 

Alhaji Ahmed : The total of loans approved 
by the Federal Loans Board from its inithtion 
to 31st March, 1963, amounts to £591,672 of 
which £176,500 has been loaned to applicants 
from Northern Nigeria, viz; approximately 
30 per cent, · · 
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0.563. M. Saidu Zango asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, how many Nige
rians applied to set up industries during the 
year .1961-62; how many were successful, 
and in what areas did they intend to operate. 

Alhaji Ahmed : Except in cases where 
fiscal concessions are required, no appro
aches are normally made to my Ministry 
by potential Nigerian industrialists. There 
is no system of industrial licensing in Nigeria. 
Nigerians may establish industries as and 
where they wish. There are, therefore, no 
applications to establish industries and it is 
impossible for me to answer the question as 
posed. 

TRANSPORT AND AVIATION 
Extension of Railway Line 

0.642. Mr D. N. Chukwu asked the Minister 
of Transport, if he will consider in the Six
year Development Programme the extension 
of a railway line to Onitsha via Ogbaku, Ihe, 
Umabi and Awka. 

The Minister of Transport (Ron. R. A. 
Njoku) : No, Sir. The extension suggested 
was not included, and cannot now be accom
modated, in the 1962-68 National Develop
~ent Plan. 

Dieselisation 
0.644. 'Mallam Yakubu Allanana asked 

the Minister of Transport, if he will advise the 
Nigerian Railway Corporation to dieselise 
the Kafanchan-Enugu line. 

The Minister of Transport : No, Sir. 
The policy of the Nigerian Railway Corpora
tion is that of gradual dieselisation based on the 
replacement of old steam engines by diesel 
engines as and when they are life-expired. 

)'here are quite a number of steam engines 
the life of which will not expire for the next 
10 to 15 years and these engir.es will be based 
entirely on the Eastern District of the Railway, 
thereby enabling them to utilise fully the coal 
that is produced by the Nigerian Coal Corpo
ration at Enugu. 

WORKS AND SURVEYS 

Bridge 

0:564. Mallain Saidu Zango asked the 
Minister of Works and Surveys, what progress 

has been made with regard to the prov1s1on 
of a second bridge to link Lagos Island with 
the Mainland. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys 
(Alhaji the hon. Muhammadu Inuwa Wada) : 
On the technical side, all survey and design 
work have been completed. Bills of Quanti
ties for tendering purposes are being prepared 
and tender documents will be ready by the 
end of July, 1963. 

On the financial side, my colleague the hon. 
Minister of Commerce and Industry recently 
visited Bonn where he signed on behalf of the 
Federal Government of Nigeria a number of 
Agreements, including the Loan Agreement 
for the Bridge. 

Lastly, the question of land acquisition and 
the settlement of persons to be displaced at 
the Lagos end of the bridge is being negotiated 
by the Ministry of Lagos Affairs. 

Delay in Reconstruction Programme 

0.565. Mr C. 0. Chiedozie asked the 
Minister of Works and Surveys, if he 'Will 
state what causes delay in completing the 
reconstruction programme being carried on 
at the Enugu Airport. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: 
The delay is largely due to the inexperience 
of the indigenous contractor who has been 
carrying out this work. However, progress 
is now satisfactory and it is hoped that the 
work will be completed early in May this 
year. 

Tolls Charge 

0.566. Mr F. U. Ihe asked the Minister of 
Works and Surveys, if tolls will be charged 
on vehicles using the proposed Niger bridge 
at Onitsha after its completion. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: 
Yes, Sir. 

Tarring of llorin-Kabba Road 
0.567. Mr P. B. Olatunde asked the 

Minister of Works and Surveys, whether he 
intends to tar the Ilorin-Kabba Trunk Road 
during the present financial year. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: 
The hon. Member's attention is drawn to 
question No. 0.820 which was answered on the 

(1228) 



Federal Parliament Debates 

53 [Written Answers] 22 APRIL 1963 [lf'ritten .Answers] 54 

20th December, 1962. In addition it should financial resour~es available for the reconstruc
be noted that a contract has now been awarded tion and ~aintenance of the existing trunk 
for the rehabilitation and bridge strengthening road system. 
of the Ajana-Omuaran section of this road. I -11 b d h Ar 1 h t W1 e note t at me s ave no mono-

Contract for Apapa Wharf Extension 

0.568. Mr P. B. Olatunde asked the 
Minister of Works and Surveys, if he will 
state why the contract for the Apapa Wharf 
Estension was not split up so as to enable the 
indigenous contractors to participate in the 
contract. 

The Minister of Transport (Hon. R. A. 
Njoku) : The size and specialised nature of the 
construction of the A papa Wharf Extension are 
such that only contractors of international 
repute with the requisite experience can under
take it. Nearly all aspects of the works involve 
one type of specialist knowledge or equipment 
or another at present beyond the resources of 
indigenous contractors. I am informed, how
ever, that in the supply of sand, timber and 
other materials, indigenous contractors are 
being used to the maximum extent possible by 
the main contractors. 

Splitting the contract would necessarily have 
increased the cost of the project, delayed i):S 
completion and lowered the standard of the 
work to an extent out of proportion to any 
benefit that might accrue to the country from 
an indig~nous contractors' participation in it. 
It was therefore considered an unwise thing 
to do. 

Reclassification _of Trunk Roads 

0.569. Mr E. A. Mordi asked the Minister 
of Works and Surveys, if he will consider 
reclassifying all trunk roads so that those on 
which Armel's Transport carries mails will be 
made Federal trunk roads. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: 
The present vehicle transport system provides 
inter-regional communication between Federal 
and Regional capitals and other large towns, 
and international links with important centres 
in neighbouring states. Mail routes need not 
coincide with these. 

If roads were reclassified according to mail 
routes this would mean accepting responsibility 
for an indefinite mileage of Regional roads 
which is impossible owing to the limited 

poly over conveying mails and in many places 
they are carried by other contractors. 

New Bridge for Uya-Oron 
0.570. Mr M. B. Manideh asked the 

Minister of Works and Surveys, when work 
on the new bridge at Uya-Oron is due to start. 

The Mmister of Works and Surveys: 
Work will start on this new bridge when funds 
are released. 

Motor Accidents 
0.571. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 

Minister of Works and Surveys, if he is aware 
that at a portion of the Benin-Asaba road at 
mile ten from Benin many fatal motor accidents 
have taken place and "Whether he will make a 
statement showing the causes of these accidents 
and what he intends to do to prevent further 
accidents. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: 
It is correct that a number of accidents have 
occurred at this place. Some of these can be 
attributed to the human element and some to 
vehicle conditions, but some would appear to be 
due to the road being of an old design. This 
caused little trouble in the past when vehicle 
speeds were lower than they are now. 

Safe speed signs have now been erected and 
are being maintained by the Regional Ministry 
of Works and this location will be realigned as 
an improved maintenance operation Ehortly. 

Lagos-Ijebu-Benin Road 
0.572. Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 

Minister of Works and Surveys, when he 
hopes to open to traffic the Lagos-Ijebu-Benin 
Road. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: I 
hope it will be possible to open the Lagos
Ijebu-Benin road to traffic early in 1964. 

Widening of Owerri-Onitsha 
Trunk A Road 

0.636. Mr N. D. Ukah asked the Minister 
of Works and Surveys, if he will undertake 
as a matter of priority the widening of the 
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Owerri-Onitsha Trunk Road A which is now a 
danger to motorists and pedestrians. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys : 
Intensive preparation is now in hand to 
reconstruct the Ihiala-Onitsha section of this 
road. For the safety of road users a better 
alignment will be followed. The Ihiala
Owerri Road is also to be rehabilitated and the 
bridges strengthened. Work will start when 
funds are released. 

Roads 

0.634. Mr V. A. Nwalieji asked the 
Minister of Works and Surveys, how many 
P.ew roads will be taken over by the Federal 
Government from the Regional Governments 
during the Six-Year Development Period. 

The Minister ofWorks and Surveys :The 
hon. Member's attention is drawn to question 
No. 0.245 which was answered on the 8th of 
April. 

Cost of Construction 

0 .635. Mr V. A. Nwalieji asked the 
Minister of Works and Surveys how much did 
the construction of the Benin-Shagamu Road 
cost and when the road will be ready for use. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: 
The revised estimated total cost of the Benin
Shagamu Road is £2,152,000. The road is 
expected to be opened to traffic early in 1964. 

Tarring of Makurdi-Jos Road 
0.637. Mallam Ahmadu Angara Doma 

asked the Minister of Works and Surveys 
When the Makurdi-Jos Road will be tarred. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: 
About 11 miles of this road northwards from 
Makurdi have already been tarred and from 
Jos southwards towards Makurdi about 40 
miles have also been tarred. As soon as funds 
are released, the remaining 51 miles from 
Makurdi to Lafia will be tarred, 

0.638. Mallam Ahmadu Angara Doma 
asked the Minister of Works and Surveys, 
how many trunk roads 'B' have so far been 
taken over from each of the Regional Govern
ments in 1961 and 1962 respectively. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: 
None Sir. 

Reconstruction 

0.639. Mr D. N. Chukwu asked the 
Minister of Works and Surveys, when he will 
undertake the reconstruction of the Enugu
Milikin stretch of the Enugu-Onitsha Trunk 
A road. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: The 
hon. Member's attention is drawn to the 
answer given to question No. 321 on the 13th 
April, 1962. 

0 .640. Mr D. N. Chukwu asked the 
Minister of Works and Surveys, how many 
miles of trunk roads 'A' are there in the country, 
and how many miles of these roads have been 
tarred. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys: 
There are 5,427 miles of Trunk Roads 'A' of 
which 2,698 have been tarred. 

Reconstruction and Tarring 

0.641. Mr P. I. Ejukwa asked the Minister 
of Works and Surveys, if he will consider 
including the reconstruction and tarring of 
the Yahe-Mfum Trunk Road 'A' in the Six
Year Development Programme in view of its 
importance as an international route. 

The Minister of Wor~s and Surveys: 
I regret that the Yahe-Mfum Trunk Road was 
not considered of sufficiently high priority to 
justify its reconstruction during the current 
Economic Programme. However, the existing 
road will be maintained to adequate standards 
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23rd April, 1953 
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

Lump Sum Compensation 

0.4. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Prime 
Minister, how many expatriate civil servants, 
who elected to receive lump sum compensation, 
left Nigeria between 1st January, 1960 and 31st 
December, 1962 ; what is the amount paid in 
each case and how much was spent m the 
aggregate. 

The Prime Minister (Alhaji the Rt. hon. 
Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa) : To receive 
lump sum compensation, and entitled expatriate 
officer had to be in the Service of the Govern
ment of the Federation on 1st October, 1960. 
Between this date and 31st December, 1962,4-78 
officers retired and received lump sum compen
sation totalling approximately £2,439,000. 

If the hon. Member will let me have the 
names of any particular officers in whom he is 
interested I shall be pleased to let him have the 
amounts each received. 

Review of Salary Structure 

0.464. T. 0. Oloyede asked the Prime 
Minister whether he will consider reviewing the 
salary structure of the Nigeria Police in view of 
their onerous duty for preserving peace and 
order in the country. 

The Minister of Establishments : While 
appreciating the important work being carried 
out by the Nigeria Police Force, I do not 
consider that any alteration in its salary 
structure is at present necessary. 

FINANCE 
Customs Posts 

0.227. Alhaji Aminu asked the Minister of 
Finance if he will build Customs posts at Illela 
and Kurdula. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh): A decision to build a 
Customs station at Illela was taken about two 
years ago but there has been difficulty in 
finding a suitable site for the erection of the 
building because sites which have been hitherto 
considered appropriate are subject to frequent 

flooding. The decision will, however, be 
implemented as soon as a suitable site can be 
acquired. 

There is a scale of priorities in the erection of 
Customs Stations and, at present, such Stations 
proposed for only towns on International routes. 
Kurdula is not on such a route and there is, 
therefore, no intention to erect a Customs 
Station there. 

One of the results of the reorganisation of the 
Preventive Service which is now in progress 
will be that places like Kurdula will be covered 
by Preventive Service patrols from other 
important centres in the area. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Research 

0.457. Mr D. M. Gbolagunte asked the 
Minister of Economic Development if he will 
cause researches to be made into the extraction 
of melon seed which are successfully grown 
in Ibarapa District of Ibadan division. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Alhaji Ahmed): Research is being undertaken 

at the Federal Institute of Industrial Research 
into the possibilities of the economic exploita
tion of a number of lesser known vegetable oil 
seeds of which melon seed oil is one. It is 
hoped to publish a report on this research 
later in the year. 

Research 

0.458. Mr D. M. Gbolagunte asked the 
Minister of Economic Development, what 
plans he has for initiating research into the 
brewing of liquor from guinea corn which 
is widely grown in Ibarapa area of Ibadan 
district. 

Alhaji Ahmed : Research into the brewing 
of liquor from guinea corn is not on the current 
programme of the Federal Institute of Industrial 
Research but should any of the governments 
of the regions in which guinea corn is grown 
request assistance from the institute, assistance 
will be offered. 
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COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY per cent, Groundnut oil10 per cent (15 per cent 
if refined), Palm oil 9 per cent (14 per cent if 
refined), Timber, 5 per cent for logs, 10 per 
cent for sawn, Plywood 15 per cent. These 
commodities are also produced by certain 
countries associated with the community, but 
when they are exported by such countries, 
will not be subject to the common external 
tariffs of the E. E. C. 

Federal lndustrial_Projects 

0.295. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, how many 
Federal Industrial projects are at present in 
Lagos and in each of the three Regions ; 
what did it cost Government to establish each 
one of them, and what other projects he has 
in view for 1963-64. 

0.296. Dr B. U. Nzeribe asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, how many in
dustries are now owned by the Federal Govern
ment in each Region ; what do they produce 
and how much did they cost to put up in each 
case. 

Alhaji Ahmed: Sir, with your permission 
I intend to take Question No. 0.295 and 
Question No. 0.296 together. 

As I stated in answer to Question No. 476 
of 22nd April, the Federal Government does 
not own industries ; it only creates congenial 
atmosphere for their establishment and growth 
in Nigeria. However, in certain important 
andfor strategic cases, the Federal Government, 
as well as the Regional Governments, has 
invested directly in industries. 

The shareholdings of the Federal Govern
ment in those industries are as follows :-

Dunlop Nigerian Industries 
Ltd. (W. Region) . . 

Nigerian Cement Co. Ltd. 
(E. Region) .. 

Nigerian Sugar Co. Ltd. (N. 
Region) 

Flour Mills of Nigeria Ltd. 
(Federal Territory) . . 

Tariffs 

/., 

50,000 

450,120 

520,000 

60,000 

0.707. Mr T. I. Etukudo: asked the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, if he 
will make a brief statement on the implications 
of the discriminatory tariff proposed to be 
imposed on certain products from Mrican 
Countries by the associated countries of the 
European Common Market. 

Alhaji Ahmed : As at present proposed, 
the Common External Tariffs of the European 
Economic Community will affect the following 
mmmodities :-Cocoa 5.4 per cent, Coffee 9.6 

The possible implication of this situation is 
that trade in these commodities will tend to be 
diverted to the countries associated with the 
E.E.C. from countries like Nigeria. This 
implication may not be far-reaching if Nigeria 
can produce more efficiently and/or if the 
associated countries cannot readily expand 
production of these commodities. N everthe
less, Nigeria is actively engaged in seeking 
ways and means of reducing the possible im
pact of the common external tariffs on her 
trade. 

Mines and Power 
Electricity 

•0.574. M. Saidu Zango asked the Minister 
of Mines and Power, how soon Kontangora 
will be supplied with electricity. 

The Minister of Mines and Power 
(Aihaji the hon. Yusuff Maitama Sule): 
Kontangora is one of the towns already listed 
by the Northern Nigeria Government in their 
Group "B ' category of towns for preliminary 
survey with a view to supplying it with 
electricity. 

ESTABLISHMENTS 

Expatriates in the Federal Public 
Service 

0.11. Alhaji K. 0. S. Are asked the 
Minister of Establishments, how many expa
triates in executive posts are still in the Federal 
Public Service and how soon will their posts 
be filled by suitably qualified Nigerians. 

The Minister of Establishments (Hon. 
J. C. Obande): There are approximately 
950 expatriate officers serving in the Federal 
Public Service at the present time, the large 
majority of whom are on contract appoint
ments. 

All expatriate officers will be replaced just as 
soon as qualified and experic;mced Nigerian 
·officers become available. 
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0.146. Mr E. J. Ogunkanmi asked the 
Minister of Establishments, whether in view 
of the daily rising cost of living, he will give 
consideration to increasing the allowances paid 
to pensioners. 

The Minister of Establishments : In 
accordance with usual practice all pensions 
were increased on the occasion of the last 
general revision of salaries and wages. The 
increases awarded at that time corresponded to 
the increase in salaries, and no further increases 
are contemplated at present. 

Federal Public Service 
0.279. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 

Minister of Establishments, how manv Africans 
other than Nigerian citizens hold ·executive 
posts under the Federal Government. 

The Minister of Establishments : Eighty 
Africans from the following countries hold 
executive posts in the Federal Public Service : 

(1233) 

Cameroun Republic 
Dahomey 
Gambia 
Ghana 
Sierra Leone 
South Africa 
Southern Rhodesia 
Togoland 

4 
11 
1 

20 
28 
1 
1 

14 

Of these, 3 are on contract while the others 
hold permanent and pensionable appointments. 

Non-Nigerians in Executive Posts 
0.460. Mr T. 0. Oloyede asked the 

Minister of Establishments, how many ex.:cu-
1ive key posts in the civil service are still held 
by non-Nigerians. 

The Minister of Establishments : Appro
ximately 950 posts are filled by overseas 
officers, the large majority of whom are on 
contract appointments. In addition about 80 
posts are held by Africans who are not of 
Nigerian origin. 
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24th April, 1953 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Nuclear Fall-Outs 

•0.461. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked the 
Minister of Communications, whether any 
nuclear fall-out has been recorded in this 
country following the recent French atomic 
test in the Sahara. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications (Mr S. F. 
Nwika): No detectable increase in radio
activity has occurred at Kano-the only Station 
at which we take regular samples. 

Postal Agencies 

•0.515. Mr E. A. Mordi asked the Minister 
of Communications, whether he will consider 
as a matter of urgency the need to establish 
Postal Agencies at Otulo, Ubuluku, Ugbolu, 
Ashama, Egbudu and Oko-Ogbele since each 
of these places is more than four miles from 
the nearest postal agency. 

Mr Nwika : Applications have not been 
received from the people of Otulu, Ubuluku, 
Ashama, Egbudu and Oko-Ogbele to establish 
Postal Agencies in their areas. The Territorial 
Controller, Ibadan, will consider such applica
tions from the communities when they write. 

Enquiries are already being conducted by the 
Territorial Controller, Ibadan, to open a Postal 
Agency at Ugbolu. 

Sessional Paper No.4 of 1957 

•0.578. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked the 
Minister of Communications, if he will revise 
the Posts and Telegraphs Sessional Paper No. 4 
of 1957. 

Mr Nwika: This is already being considered. 

Postal Services in Udi Division 
0.579. Mr I. 0. Chikelu asked the Minister 

of Communications, what plans he has to 
co-ordinate postal services in the Ezeagu 
County of U di Division so as to enable the 
County qualify for a full Post Office in the very 
near future. 

Mr Nwika : There are four postal agencies 
in the Ezeagu County Council area and the 
business transacted at each of the agencies 
are as indicated below:-

Aguobu Owa .. 
Mbagbu Owa .. 
Iwollo Oghe .. 
Umana Obelagu 

7,034 units 
3,443 units 

12,351 units 
4,670 units 

The conditions for upgrading postal agencies 
to sub-post office or departmental post office 
status are as stipulated in Sessional Paper 
No. 4 of 1957. None of the agencies has 
satisfied the conditions. 

The conditions do not provide for the co
ordination of facilities in an area in order to 
justify a full Post Office. Such co-ordination 
is undesirable as it could mean the closing 
down of some postal agencies in an area and the 
worsening of services offered to the inhabitants 
of the areas served by the closed agencies. 

Business Transactions 

0.581. Mr E. A. Mordi asked the Minister 
of Communications, how many units of busi
ness were transacted atthe Ubulu-Uku Sub-Post 
office in 1962. 

Mr Nwika : The unit of business transacted 
at Ubulu-Uku Sub-Post Office in 1962 is 
42,989. 

Unavailability of Cash 
• 0.624. Mr B. N. Ukeagbu asked the 

Minister of Communications, whether he is 
aware of the chronic unavailability of Cash at 
Owerri Post Office and the hardship this 
causes to the public some of whom travel over 
twenty miles to cash their postal and money 
orders and how he proposes to solve this 
problem and restore public confidence taking 
into account the fact that a branch of the 
Co-operative Bank now operates there. 

Mr Nwika : Sometimes in August 1962 
there were general shortages of cash in most 
Treasuries in Eastern Nigeria and many 
Postmasters including the Postmaster, Owerri, 
reported the matter to the Territorial Head
quarters. The report was immediately taken 
up with the Regional Accountant-General who 
took immediate steps to remedy the situation. 
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It is emphasised that no fresh case of cash reducing the units of transaction that qualify a 
shortage in any Post Office in Eastern Territory postal agency for conversion to a Sub-Post 
has been received and no such situation exists Office. 
in Owerri Post Office at present. 

Ngor Postal Agency 

0.648. Mr B. N. Ukaegbu asked the Minis
ter of Communications, what was the volume of 
business transacted at the Ngor postal agency 
in 1960 and 1961 respectively. 

Mr Nwika : The unit figures for Ngor 
Postal Agency are as follows :-

1960 .. .. .. . . 18,478 
1961 .. .. .. .. 18,287 

Radio and Television Licences 
0.649. Mr B. N. Ukaegbu asked the Minis

ter of Communications, what progress he has 
made in the collection of radio and television 
licences and if he will intensify his efforts in this 
respect. 

Mr Nwika : Radio and Television Licences 
fees are being collected at Departmental Post 
Offices, Sub-Post Offices and some Postal 
Agencies in Nigeria. 

As a result of measures taken so far, which 
include extensive publicity and house-to-house 
inspection of licences, the revenue derived from 
the issue of Radio and Television Licences 
during the financial year ended 31st March, 
1962 increased to a total of £68,248 compared 
with a total of £51,384 for the preceding year. 
The actual revenue from these licences exceeded 
the estimated revenue by £8,248 in the year 
1961-62. 

The number of Radio and Television Licences 
issued during the same year increased to a total 
of 126,246 compared with a total of 118,126 in 
respect of licences issued during the previous 
year. 

Although the figures for the financial year 
1962-63 are not yet available, the indication is 
that revenue from radio and Television Licences 
continues to increase. 

Whilst these results show a considerable 
increase over those of previous years, there is 
undoubtedly scope for further improvement 
and efforts are being made to achieve this 
objective. 

Reduction in Units 
0.669. Mr George Yilgwen asked the 

Minister of Communications, if he will consider 

Mr Nwika :Yes Sir. Sessional Paper No.4 
of 1957 which deals with the subject, is being 
revised with this object in view and the hon. 
Minister has already made a statement to this 
effect to the House. 

Telephone Facilities 

0.676. Mr N. D. Ukah asked the Minister 
of Communications, when he will install 
telephone facilities at Ekwereazu and Nkwogwu 
to satisfy the persistent demands of the people. 

Mr Nwika : Ekwereazu and Nkwogwu are 
already listed for consideration during the 
1962-68 Development Programme, but as the 
planning of the project is not yet completed, 
I cannot say with any certainty when the 
telephone facilities will be provided. 

Equipment 

0.677. Mr N.D. Ukah asked the Minister 
of Communications, if he will hasten the 
supply of the necessary equipment for the 
conversion of the Ahiara postal agency into a 
Sub-Post Office. 

Mr Nwika: All necessary equipment have 
been supplied The Sub-Post Office will be 
opened as soon as some modifications to the 
building are completed by the Local Council. 

Opening of Ahiara Sub-Post Office 

0.678. Mr N. D. Ukah asked the Minister 
of Communications, if he will state how soon 
he proposes to open the Ahiara Sub-Post 
Office in view of the fact that the new building 
has been completed and the agent trained. 

Mr Nwika : The proposed Sub-Post-Office 
building requires some modifications and the 
Sponsoring Authority is taking necessary 
action. As soon as this is completed, the Sub
Post Office will be opened. 

Oji River Sub-Post Office 

0.681. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the Minister 
of Communications, if he will convert the 
Oji t.~iver Sub-Post Office into a full Post Office. 
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Mr Nwika: The units of work of Oji Oyo Division Telephone Service 
River Sub-Post Office are as follows :-

0 688 
Mr J 

0 
T · k d h M" · 

• • • • w.wo as e t e m1ster 
1960 · · · · 24,596 of Communications, whether he is aware of the 
1961 · · · · 38,404 fact that in the whole of Oyo division only 
1962 · · · · 54,455 Oyo town enjoys full telephone facilities, and 

Under existing standards, Oji River Sub- whether in view of the strategic locations, 
Post Office is qualified for conversion to full distance and size of towns like Iseyin, Shaki 
Departmental Office and conversion will be Oboho and Igbetti, he will give first preference 
made in the present Development Programme. to this division in the next phase of the Six-

Telephone Service 
0.685. Mr N. N. Onugu asked the Minister 

of communications, what steps he is taking to 
provide telephone service at Isi-Uzo, Igbo 
Eze and U zouwani. 

Mr Nwika: Consideration is being given 
to the provision of telephone service at !kern, 
Enugu-Ezike and Umolokpa which are the 
Headquarters of lsi-Uzo, Igbo Eze and 
Uzouwani councils. 

Nsukka Post Office 

0.686. Mr N. N. Onugu asked the Minister 
of communications when he proposes to re
place the present inadequate post office build
ing at Nsukka with a larger one. 

Mr Nwika : With permission, I will invite 
the hon. Member's attention to the answer 
given to Question 0.503 of 17th April, 1963. 

Nsukka Telephone Service 

0.687. Mr N. N. Onugu asked the Minister 
of Communications, what arrangements are 
being made to extend Nsukka telephone 
service to a 24-hour one. 

Mr Nwika: It is the policy of my Ministry 
not to provide a full 24 hours service at Tele
phone Exchanges unless the number of 
subscribers is at least 75. There are at present 
60 subscribers at Nsukka Exchange. 

The provision of 24 hours service in a 
telephone exchange of less than 75 subscribers 
is considered an uneconomic proposition, as the 
cost of extra staff required is greater than the 
additional revenue accruing from the longer 
hours of service. 

year Development Programme. 

Mr Nwika : I am aware that Oyo town is 
the only place in the Division with 24-hour 
telephone service. 

The hon. Member will be aware that we 
have recently opened a new telephone exchange 
at Iseyin. The number of subscribers and 
the telephone traffic does not at present justify 
24-hour service there, but we shall review the 
position continually. The other towns men
tioned by the hon. Member are all recorded for 
consideration. 

Reduction in Units 

0.689. Mr J. 0. Taiwo asked the Minister 
of Communications, if he will reduce the 
number of units which qualify postal agencies 
for conversion to sub-post offices so that more 
towns may enjoy full postal facilities. 

Mr Nwika: Yes Sir. I may refer the hon. 
Member to Question No. 0.669 which is 
similar to which I have already replied that 
the number of units for conversion is being 
considered for a reduction. 

Telephone Service for Wurno 

0.690. Mr Abdullah\ Maikano asked the 
Minister of Communications, whether a tele
phone service will be provided at Wurno in the 
1962-68 Development period. 

Mr Nwika : It is unlikely that telephone 
service will be provided at Wurno in the 
1962-68 Development Programme on the basis 
of its present strength unless there are un.~ 
forseen developments. 
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25th April, 1963 
PRIME MINISTER,S OFFICE 

Census Figures 

0.589. Mr L. J. Dosunmu asked the Prime 
Minister, whether the Government will publish 
the census figures of the country-wide count of 
1962 and what are the reasons leading to their 
rejection. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (M. Abubakar Isandu): The 
hon. Member is referred to the reply to 
Question No. 0.83 by the hon. Minister of 
Economic Development published in the 
Parliamentary Debates of 3rd April, 1963, 
at page 22. 

Termination of Appointment 

•0.591. Mr L. J. Dosunmu asked the 
Prime Minister if he will state what reasons led 
to the service of the former Chief Census 
Officer, Mr Warren, being terminated. 

M. Abubakar Isandu : Mr Warren was 
engaged on a one-tour contract and he left 
Nigeria on the expiration of the contract. 

LAGOS AFFAIRS 

Loans and Grants 

0.414. Mr V. L. Olajide asked the Minister 
of Lagos Affairs, if he will make an up-to-date 
statement of loans and grants made by the 
Federal Government to the Lagos Town 
Council and the Lagos Executive Develop
ment Board and what are the terms of payment. 

The Minister of Lagos Affairs (Alhaji 
the hon. Musa Yar'Adua): Federal Govern
ment has made the following loans to the 
Lagos Executive Development Board :-

(a) Interest-free loan of £713,000, repay
able over SO years in respect of Surulere 
Rehousing Scheme No.2. 

(b) £100,000, at 4! per cent interest, 
repayable over 20 years, with a moratorium 
of five years, in respect of Surulere Main 
Drainage. 

(c) £100,000 interest-free loan in respect 
of the Lagos Central Planning Scheme. 

(d) £30,000 at 6 per cent interest repay
able in 20 years in respect of Lagos Executive 
Development Board Staff Quarters. 

(e) £600,000 in respect of Apapa Indus
trial Estate. This loan is interest-free for 
the first two years. Then interest at 4! per 
cent per annum for the next 8 years and 
thereafter the loan is repayable in 30 equal 
annual instalments with interest at 4! per cent 
per annum. 

(f) £100,000 general purposes loan, in
terest free for 10 years from August 1950, 
thereafter repayable in 20 equal annual 
instalments with interest at 3! per cent per 
annum. 

(g) £640,000 interest-free loan, repayable 
over 40 years from 1956-57, in respect of 
Surulere Rehousing Scheme No. 1. 

Between 1st April, 1959 and 31st March, 1963 
the following grants have been made to the 
Lagos Executive Development Board : 

£ s d 
Lagos Housing Scheme, 

1955 .. . ... ... 1,072,600 0 0 
Lagos Housing Scheme 

Extension ... . .. 75,000 0 0 
Lagos Central Planning 

Scheme ... .. . 2,960,000 0 0 
Upper King Street Impro-

vement ... ... . .. 18,000 0 0 
S.W. Ikoyi/Obalende 

Development . .. ... 784,000 0 0 
School Sites ... ... 225,750 0 0 
Surulere Clinic ... ... 5,500 0 0 
A papa Pilot Sewerage 

Centre . .. ... . .. 9,445 18 8 
Surulere Community Cen-

tre ... . .. ... 4,000 0 0 
Special Survey (Victoria 

Island, etc.) ... ... 25,000 0 0 
Special Survey (Ijora 

Industrial Site) ... 8,000 0 0 

Total ... . .. 5,188,045 18 8 

The present system of grants paid by the 
Federal Government to the Lagos Town 
Council is based on the Report by Sir John 
Imrie, c.B.E., and the operation of it started in 
the financial year 1960-61, 
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Since that time the following grants have 
been paid to the Lagos Town Council :-

(i) Grants paid on Recurrent Expendi
ture:-

1960-61 
1961-62 
1962-63 

Total 

£ s d 
199,821 16 10 
383,162 13 2 
424,513 12 8 

1,007,498 2 8 

(ii) Grants paid on Capital Expenditure :-
1960-61 . . . . . . 55,612 10 0 
1961-62 .. . ... 14,154 7 3 
1962-63 . .. .. . 15,107 19 4 

Total 84,874 16 7 

No loan has been made by the Federal 
Government to Lagos Town Council during 
the period. 

High Rents in Lagos 

0.415. Mr Victor L. Lajide asked the 
Minister of Lagos Affairs, if he is aware of the 
excessive high rents in Lagos with telling 
effects on the lower income groups and if he 
will make a statement as to what remedial steps 
he is taking. 

The Minister of Lagos Affairs : I am 
aware, and I commend to the hon. Member's 
attention my broadcast talk on the evening of 
Saturday the 11th of August, 1962 on "Rent 
Control in Lagos". The text of my speech 
was published in the Hansard of the 16th of 
August, 1962. 

I have nothing to add to what I said then 
except that a proposed low-cost housing 
scheme for lower income group workers is 
actively being pursued. 
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29th April, 1963 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

Last Nigerian International Trade Fair 

0.758. Dr P. U. Okeke asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry how many countries 
were represented in the last International 
Trade Fair in Lagos and if he will name the 
countries. 

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry (Alhaji Ahmed): 
Forty-one countries erected national pavillions 
at the last Nigerian International Trade Fair. 
Below are the names of the countries that 
participated officially :-

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cameroun, 
Canada, Congo (Leopoldville), Czechoslova
kia, Dahomey, Denmark, Gabon, Federal 
Republic of Germany, Ghana, Hong Kong, 
Iceland, India, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, 
Japan, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Mali, 
Morocco, Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Poland, Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Rumania, 
Sierra Leone, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, 
Tanganyika, Tunisia, United Kingdom, 
United Arab Republic, United States of 
America, U.S.S.R. and Yugoslavia. 

Leipzig International Trade Fair 

0.759. Mr J. A. Akinyemi asked the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry why 
Nigeria did not participate in the International 
Trade Fair which opened at Leipzi5, Eastern 
Germany on March 1st, 1963. 

Alhaji Ahmed : There are two Trade 
Fairs annually at Leipzig ; one in spring and 
the other in autumn. Nigeria is participating 
in the autumn Trade Fair. 

£ ndustry tor Bauchi Province 

).760. Mallam Muhammadu Ningi 
asked the Minister of Commerce and Industry, 
whether he will consider establishing an 
industry in Bauchi Province so as to reduce 
the heavy unemployment in the Province. 

Alhaji Ahmed : With your permission I 
intend to take Questions 0.760 and 0.761 
together. 

I refer the questioners to the reply to 
Question 0.704 recorded in the Official 
Report for the 22nd April and advise that the 
same considerations apply to Bauchi Province, 
Oron and Calabar. 

Boat Building Industry 

0.762. Mr D. S. Udo-Inyang asked the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, whether 
he will consult with the Eastern Regional 
Government on the desirability of merging or 
co-ordinating the Federal Government boat 
building industry with that of the Eastern 
Nigeria Development Corporation in Opobo 
in order to establish a full-scale boat-building 
industry there. 

Alhaji Ahmed : With your permission I 
intend to take Question 0.762 and 0.763 
together. 

The Federal Government initiated discus
sions with the Eastern Nigeria Government 
some time ago on the possibility of merging 
the two boatyards at Opobo and negotiations 
are continuing to this end. 

The interests of the workers employed by 
the Federal Experimental Boatyard will be 
safeguarded should a merger take place and 
the workers have been so advised. 

Trade Fair 

W.34. Dr P. U. Okeke asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry if the Government 
plans to organise another Trade Fair and how 
soon. 

Alhaji Ahmed : The Government of the 
Federation intends to organise another Inter
national Trade Fair but I am at present 
unable to give a firm date. 

Japanese Mission to Nigeria 

W.52. Mr G. 0. D. Eneh asked the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry, what are the 
effects of the last Japanese Mission to Nigeria 
on our balance of trade with Japan, 
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Alhaji Ahmed : The last Japanese Mission Alhaji Ahmed : I refer the bon. Member 
to Nigeria has had no marked effect on our . to my answer to Parliamentary Questi?n 
balance of trade with Japan as the following No. 0.401 in column 1709 of the Offic1al 
figures show:- Report ~or Monday, 22nd April. 

1961 1962 

Imports 
Exports 

£ £ Approved Loan Applications 
30.3m. 24.9m. W.54. Mr G. 0. D. Eneh asked the Minister 

of Commerce and Industry, how many loan 
applications were approved by the Federal 
Loans Board for projects sited in each Region 
and Lagos during the period 1st April, 1962 to 
28th February, 1963 and what are the projects 
and their values. 

3.3m. 1.5m. 

Adverse Balance 27.0m. 23.4m. 
=== 

Industries 
W.53. Mr G. 0. D. Eneh asked the Minister 

of Commerce and Industry, what industries 
have been attracted to Nigeria as a result of the 
Federal Government's various economic tours 
overseas. 

Alhaji Ahmed : The following loans were 
approved by the Federal Loans Board during 
the period 1st April, 1962 to 28th February, 
1963. 

Region Project 

WEST : 7 Applications, approved 3 Sawmills 

EAST : 6 Applications, approved 

1 Map printing 
1 Hotel 
1 Bakery• 
1 Sheet Rubber Production• 

1 Bakery 
1 Motor Repair Workshop 
1 Pork Processing Plant 
1 Hotel 
2 Palm Oil Mills ·· . 

NoRTH : 1 Application, approved 1 Cinema .• 

Supplement to Original Loan of 
£18,000 
FEDERAL : 9 Applications, 

approved 

* Amount still to be worked out. 

3 Printing .• 
2 Sawmills 
1 Bakery 
1 Tobacco Manufacture 
1 Furniture 
1 Upholstery* 

Amount of Loan 
I. 

28,450 
26,000 
5,000 

£59,450 

5,000 
5,000 

29,930 
28,000 
34,000 

£101,930 

£8,500 

27,000 
5,800 
1,500 
2,000 
2,000 

£38,300 

WORKS AND SURVEYS April, 1962 to 28th February, 1963; what are 
Contracts the values of the contracts and the projects 

· 0 765 Mr G 0 D E h k d th M' . for which they were awarded. • • • • . ne as e e mister . 
of Works and Surveys, what c~:mtracting firm"s The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
were awarded contracts during the period 1st Minister of Works and Surveys (Mr D. M. 
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April lst, 
The contracts awarded between the value and the projects for which they were 
1962 and the 28th February, 1963, awa.Ided are as follows:-

Project 

Military Barracks, Kaduna 
Military Barracks, Enugu 
2 Block of Flats, Surulere 
1 Block of Flats, Q.C., Yaba 
Special Post Office, Akure 
Sewage Desposal Plant, Northern Police College, 

Kaduna . . . . 
Police Barracks, Makurdi 
Security Prison, Kiri-Kiri, Apapa 
Mobile Police Force, Kaduna 
Technical Institute, Yaba 
Trade Fair, Lagos 
Re-roofing Pavilions, Lagos 
Coladding to Pavilions, Lagos 
Medium Security Prison, Kiri-Kiri, Apapa 
Re-roofing Base Workshop, Yaba 
Renovating Pavilions, Lagos .. 
Interior Works to pavilions, Lagos 
Hostel Block, Oshodi . . . . 
Kitchen Block, etc, Kiri-Kiri, Apapa 
Girls' Approved School, Surulere 
Block of Flats, Yaba . . 
17 R. & F. Quarters, Ogwashi-Uku 
Beacon Hut, Maiduguri 
P. & T. Store, Gusau .. 
P. & T. Store, Uyo 

Conversion work, Yaba Pharmacy School 
Alterations to Ward Block, Medical School, Suru-

lere . . 
Partitioning to Offices, 5 Oil Mill Street, Lagos 
Chapel, Kiri-Kiri Prison . . . . . . 
Partitioning to Offices, 5 Oil Mill Street, Lagos 
Port Labour Office, Marina 
Police Armoury, Jos . . 
Police Quarters, Obalende 
Soils Laboratory, Ibadan 
Infantry Barracks, Kano 
Police Barracks, Apapa 
Extension to Mosaic House, Lagos 
Waterguard Barracks, Kano .. 
Temporary Airport Buildings, Ikeja 
Partitions, Oil Mill Street, Lagos 
Police Inspectors Quarters, lje 
Extensions to Military College, Kaduna 
1--\ice Barracks, Apapa 
Infan~arracks, Jinadu 
Police n1

1
arracks, Ikeja 
'\cks, Kaduna 
" 

(1.24J) 

Value 

£ 
236,500 
565,000 

49,500 
20,036 
34,095 

14,232 
15,072 
49,042 

161,374 
114,506 

3,490 
11,780 
5,250 

26,450 
22,074 
7,800 
5,830 

27,970 
27,122 
45,945 
27,400 
16,969 

450 
960 
961 

11,575 

32,000 
6,000 

10,000 
1,766 
1,370 
1,500 

23,000 
17,000 

280,000 
220,000 

54,656 
23,180 
49,500 

3,847 
11,450 
20,539 
30,000 
60,950 

688,000 
62,500 

Contractor 

G. Cappa Limited 
Taylor Woodrow 
Poletti Brothers 
Akin Taylor 
U.C. & C.A. 

G. Cappa Limited 
Adam Brothers 
E. J. Delany 
D' Alberto & Bogialla 
G. Cappa Limited 
Mills Scald 
E. J. Delany 
Dys Rocca 
E. J. Delany & Co. 
A. 0. Karunwi, Limited 
Arbico Limited 
Costain (WA) Limited 
Lawson Brothers 
E.J. Delany 
YayaMumuni 
United Const. Engineering 
Berty Tony and Company 
Alhaji M. Goba 
G.O.Mbelu 
Ekpe Obon Atakpa and 

Company 
United Construction Eng. 

·G. Cappa Limited 
Cappa & D' Alberto 
E. J. Delany 
Cappa & D' Alberto 
Taylor Woodrow 
P.C.Ndu 
Benson & Company 
Ebea & Company 
D' Alberto & Bogialla 
Jammal Engineering 
G. Cappa Limited 
M.Gashash 
Arbico 
Cappa & D' Alberto 
Sarkin Hausawa 
G. Cappa Limited 
Are Brothers 
F.M.Obi 
J. Bech 
Shareffedin 



Police Recruits 
Traffic Offences 
Unemployment 

Ajayi, Mr B. A. : 

Appropriation Bill : 
Com. Head 629 .. 

Debate on the Address 

Ajibola, Mr A. A. : 
Appropriation (1963 -64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 24 
Com. Head 637 . . 

The Minister of Finance 

Akerele, Chief A. : 
Appropriation (1963 -64) Bill, 2R 
Debate on the Address 

Akinbowale, Mr E. D. : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 33 
Com. Head 39 

Compulsory Retirement 
Cost of Census . . 
Cost of Trade Fair 
Debate on the Address 
Naturalisation 

Akinjide, Mr R. 0. A. : 
Discarded Census Figures .• 
Six Year Development Plan 

Akinloye, Chief A. M. A. : 

Column 
1115 Q 
1115 Q 
1851 Q 

2259-2261 
114--122 

675-683 
1467-1468 
2290-2291 
1879-1888 

1010-1018 
.. 70-71 

825-829 
1604--1606 
1682-1684 

367-372 
. . 447Q 
. . 205Q 
122-125 

698Q 

447Q 
447Q 

Amendment of the Constitution of Western 
Nigeria . . . . . . . . 2366-2367 

Akinyemi, Mr J. A.: 
Expenses 
Ibadan University Graduates 
Leipzig International Trade Fair 

Akomolafe, Mr A. : 
Appropriation (1963 -64) Bill, 2R 
Fire Services Bill 

Akor, Mr J. A. : 

82Q 
43 Q 
73 Q 

616-626 
533 

Agricultural Development in the Regions . . 966 Q 
Ahoada and Elele .. 1278 Q 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R . . 1007-1010 
Congestion at Hospitals . . . . 966 Q 
Creek Hospital . . . . 968 Q 
Eleke Postal Agency .. 1391 Q 
Nigerian Forces in the Congo 31 Q 
Okomoko Postal Agency . . 19 Q 
Proposed Etche Police Post .. 1 519 Q 
Registered School Leavers .. 1275 Q 

Akpan, Mr P. 0. : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Electoral (Transitional Provisions) Bill 
Medical and Dental Practitioners Bill 

Akwiwu, Mr E. C. : 

Appropriation Bill : 
Com. Head 24 
Com. Head 30 
Com. Head 49 

851-856 
468-469 
579-580 

1449-1450 
1576-1581 
1976-1982 

Business of the House 
Debate on the Address 
Hire Purchase Restrictions 
Ports Bill .. 
Shaw Road Canteen 

Column 
304 

125-135 
428-429 

2176-2179,2188 
2327-2328 

Albatan Yerima Balla, M. : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 27 . . . . 1510-1511 
Com. Head 44 . . . . . . 1726-1729 

Cottage Industries . . . . . . 891-894, 899 
Customs Barriers and Visa Formalities 429-431 
Parliamentary Delegations . . . . 409-410 

Ali Monguno, Shettima : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 23 
Com. Head24 
Com. Head 31 
Com. Head 32 
Com. Head 36 
Com. Head 37 
Com. Head 39 
Com. Head 44 
Com. Head49 
Com. Head46 
3R 
Com. Head 621 
Com. Head 627 
Com. Head 630 
Com. Head 633 

Bornu Railway Extension 
Commonwealth Citizenship Bill 
Debate on the Address 
External Publicity 
Fire Services Bill 
Immigration Bill 
Medical and Dental Practitioners Bill 
Pool Betting Bill 
Ports Bill .. 
Produce Bill .. 
Tourist Industry 

1147-1154 
1427 
1455 

1583-1584 
. . 1591 

1622-1625 
.. 1666 

1681-1682 
1723-1726 
1985-1986 

. . 2119 
2172- 2173 
2204-2205 

2239 
2275 
2285 

936 
463 

140-146 
955 
533 

489-490 
577-578 

2313 
2185 

216 
1949-1951 

Amadi, Mr F. A. M. : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 621 • . . . . . 2198-2202 
Bornu Railway Extension . . . . 925-931 
Debate on the Address . . . . . . 48-57 
Dr Icheke . . . . . . 2053 Q 
Electric Power Station at Badagry . . 917-919 
Immigration Bill . . 499-500 
Laws of Nigeria 2240--2241 
Medical and Dental Practitioners Bill 573-574 
Ministry Accounting · . . 1966 Q 
Sahara Nuclear Test . . 2052 Q 
Sanctions against the French Government 205.3 Q 

Amechi, Hon. M. (Minister of State) : 
Army Bill 
Bornu Railway Extension .. 
Onitsha Aerodrome .. 
Parliamentary Delegations .. 

Aminu Kano, M. : 

(ii) 

Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Com. Head 62 
Com. Head 631 
Com. Head 633 

Salt Industry 

536 
931-933 
954--955 
418-419 

976-986 
2157-2159 
2276-2277 
2283-2285 

441-443 



Aminu Tafida Sokoto, Alhaji : 
Customs Post 
Expatriates .. 
Nigerian Officers 
Sokoto Telephone Service .. 

Announcement 

Appropriation Bill (see Bills) 

Araka, Mr E. 0. 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 44 
Commonwealth Citizenship Bill 
Fire Services Bill 

Are, Alhaji K. 0. S. 

Column 

57Q 
860Q 
860Q 
962Q 

1849,2192 

1781-1788 
464-465 
527-530 

Accommodation for Senior Prisons Staff .. 
Allocation of Crown Land .. 

698Q 
22Q 

201 Q 
294Q 
298Q 
540Q 

Apapa Traffic . . . . 
Compulsory Military Service 
Cost of Coker Inquiry .. 
Discrimination Against Patients 
Eid-el Fitr .. 
Expatriate Officers . . . . 
Expatriates in the Federal Public Service 
Extradition . . 

. .1706 Q 
451 Q 
60Q 
99Q 

543 Q 
300Q 

23 Q 

Highway Robbery .. 
Labour Disputes .. 
L.E.D.B. Building Scheme 
Lagos-Ikorodu Road 
Mail Services 
Maternity Hospital in Lagos 
Naturalisation . . . . 
Parliamentary Delegations . . . 
Police 
Police Quarters 
Radio Sets in Hospitals 
Southwest Ikoyi Plots 
Transfer of Prisons Staff 

Army Bill (see Bills) 

Ayeni, Mr U. 0. 
Appropriation (1963 -64) Bill, 2R 
Telephone Trunk System 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 25 
Com. Head 30 
Com. Head 36 . . . . 

Common Entrance Examination 
Hard-up Students .. 
Immigration Bill .. 
Inter-Regional Secondary School 
Mail Runners' Wages .. 
Nigerian Students in Eastern Europe 
Post Offices . . . . . . . . 
Post Offices for Ora 
Telephone Exchange 
The Minister of Finance 

Babatunde, Mr S. A. : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 23 
Com. Head 52 

Ilorin RailwaY: Station 

B 

201 Q 
450Q 

20Q 
698Q 
14Q 

543 Q 
14Q 

.. 1387 Q 
22Q 

.. 699Q 

667-675 
. . 1388 Q 

1488-1489 
1541-1544 
1625-1630 
549Q, 7Q 

22Q 
499 

549Q 
36Q 

549Q 
18 Q 
18Q 
17Q 

1904-1907 

1429-1431 
2028-2029 

2Q 

Bala Muhammadu Dutsinma, M. : 
Appropriation (1963 -64) Bill, 2R 
Dutsinma .. 
Nigeria's Cotton 
Rinderpest . . 

Colum11 

724-726 
857Q 
48Q 

.. 965 Q 

Balewa, Alhaji the Rt. bon. Sir Abubakar 
Tafawa (see Prime Minister) 

Bello Dandago, Alhaji Sarkin Dawaki : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 23 
Com. Head 53 
Com. Head 631 . . 

Cinematograph Bill .. 
Debate on the Address 
Lagos Health Service Bill 

Bills 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill : 

Presented and 1 R .. 
2R .. 
Com. Head 21 
Com. Head 22 
Com. Head 23 
Com. Head 24 
Com. Head 25 
Com. Head 26 
Com. Head 27 
Com. Head 28 
Com. Head 29 
Com. Head 30 
Com. Head 31 
Com. Head 32 
Com. Head 33 
Com. Head 34 
Com. Head 35 
Com. Head 36 
Com. Head 37 
Com. Head 38 
Com. Head 39 
Com. Head 40 
Com. Head 41 
Com. Head 42 
Com. Head 43 
Com. Head 44 
Com. Head 45 
Com. Head 47 
Com. Head 48 
Com. Head 58 
Com. Head 49 
Com. Head 50 
Com. Head 51 
Com. Head 52 
Com. Head 53 
Com. Head 54 
Com. Head 55 
Com. Head 56 
Com. Head 57 
Com. Head 46 
Com. Head 59 
Com. Head 60 
Com. Head 61 
Com. Head 62 
Com. Head 63 
Com. Head 64 
Com. Head 65 
3R .. . . 
Com. Head 621 
Com. Head 622 
Com. Head 623 

1439-1440 
2071-2072 
2278-2279 

511-512 
. . 71-76 
561-562 

22 
305 

1397 
1398 
1420 
1448 
1468 
1504 
1510 
1516 
1516 
1529 
1581 
1591 
1600 
1609 
1609 
1613 
1658 
1668 
1669 
1687 
1687 
1701 
1701 
1718 
1821 
1821 
1822 
1822 
1922 
1992 
2016 
2016 
2059 
2080 
2080 
2117 
2117 
2117 
2149 
2152 
2153 
2156 
2171 
2171 
2172 
2172 
2192 
2208 
2217 

(iii) 



D 
Dame-Oboh, Chief P. : 

Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Com. Head 26 
Com. Head45 

Army Bill .. 
Ekpoma Sub-Post Office 
Electoral (Transitional Provisions) Bill 
Pool Betting Bill 
Sub Post Offices . . . . . . 
Telecommunications and Post Offices 

Damla, Mr J. M. : 
Appropriation Bill 

Column 

1087- 1092 
1504-1505 
1800-1802 

536-537 
. 36Q 
470-471 

2320 
36Q 

1288-1289 

Com. Head 25 • • . . . . 1479- 1480 
Com. Head 30 . . . . . . 1544-1546 
Com. Head 39 . . . . . . 1678-1679 

Debate on the Address . . . . . . 62-66 
Gindiri Postal Agency . . . . . . 964 Q 
Indigenous Miners . . . . • • . . 1277 Q 
Pankshin . . . . . . • • • • 964 Q 
Strength of Police Force . . . . . • 1519 Q 
Strength of Policewomen . . . . . .1519 Q 

Defamation (Amendment) Bill (see Bills) 
Defence, Minister of (Alhaji the hon. 

Muhammadu Ribadu) : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 27 . . • • 
The Minister of Finance .. 

De-Omomadia, Mr J. K. : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 32 
Com. Head46 

Dimka, Mr D. D. : 
Appropriation (1963 -64) Bill, 2R 

Dosunmu, M r L. J. : 
Appeals to Privy Council 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 44 
Com. Head 52 

Censlls Figures 
Immigration Bill 
Lagos Health Service Bill 
Petrol Filling Stations 
Privv Council 
Seditious Cases 
Termination of Appointment 

E 
Eboigbodi, Mr J. B. : 

Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Com. Head 53 . . 

Electoral (Transitional Provisions) Bill 
State Lottery 

705-710 
1513-1516 
1890-1895 

822-825 
. 1599 

213Q-2132 

655- 657 

•.• 47 Q 

1737- 1741 
2016- 2023 

. 69Q 
477-480 
564-566 
. 39Q 

.. 1715 Q 

.. 1716 Q 
69Q 

710-714 
2070-2071 

472 
2188 

Economic Development, Minister of (Hon. 
Waziri Ibrahim) : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R . . 582-594 

Com. Head 30 . . . . . . 1560-1567 
Com. Head 31 . . . . . . 1589-1590 
Com. Head 32 . . . . . . 1596-1598 

Cost of Census . . . . . . 448 
Debate on the Address . . . . . . 39 

Column 
Ede, Mr J. 0. : 

Aliade-Makurdi-Jos Road 
Appropriation (1963 -64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 36 
Com. Head 44 
Com. Head46 

Cinematograph Bill .. 
Establishment of Industries 
Extension of Telephone Service 
Idoma-Abakaliki Road 
Industries for the North 
Postal and Telephone Service 
Postal Agencies for Idoma Division 

9Q 
764-769 

1634-1635 
1744-1745 

2130 
515 

48Q 
.. 1390 Q 

9Q 
.. 1708 Q 
. . 1390 Q 
.. 1390 Q 

Educ ation, Minister of (Hon. Aja 
Nwachuku): 

Appropriation 1963-64) Bill, 2R 996-1004, 
1015-1016, 1243 

1635-1643, 1651-1652 
1666-!668 
1607-1608 

School Certificate 

Com. Head 36 
Com. Head 37 

Education Grants 
1962 West African 

Results .. 
Scholarship Assistance by 

Countries . . . . 
Stranded University Students 
Teachers' Examination 

2326 
Friendly 

1124-1126 
1609-1610 

947-950 

Effiong-Spatts, Mr A. E. : 

Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Com. Head 30 . . . . 

Use of Nigerian Raw Materials in 
manufactures 

846-851 
1567-1575 

local 
1364-1366 

Ejukwa, Mr P. I. : 

Agbokim Obi 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Arms for Police Patrol 
Chocolate Industry . . 
Inter Regional Secondary Schools .. 
Police Patrols at Eastern Border .. 
Reconstruction and Tarring 
Scholarships for Foreign Nationals 
Smuggled Spirits 
Widening of Bridges 
Yam Processing 

.. 2050 Q 
1079-1087 

2050Q 
.. 2251 Q 
. . 42Q 
.. 1522 Q 

56Q 
42Q 

.. 1850 Q 

.. 79Q 

.. 2251 Q 

Ekanem, ·Mr P. E.: 

(m) 

Appropriation {1963-64) Bill, 2R 661-667 
Com. Head 25 . . . . . . 1496-1498 
Com. Head 37 . . . . . . 1658-1660 
Com. Head 45 . . . . . . 1813-1815 
Com. Head 50 . . . . 1992- 2003 
Com." Head 59 . . . . . . 2149-2150 
Com. Head 624 . . . . 2224-2228 
Com. Head 640 2297-2298 

Appropriation Bill (Allocation of Time) 640, 1658 
Business of the House 156- 157, 303-304, 1717, 

1862 
Business Statement . . 
Cinematograph Bill 
Compulsory Retirement 
Cottage Industries . . 
Decimalisation of Nigerian Currency 
Debate on the Address 
Dock Workers' Strike 
Medical and Dental Practitioners Bill 
Pool Betting Bill 

639, 2056 
513-515 
383-384 
900-901 
912-913 
263-272 

1610 
577 . 

2311-2313 



Column 

Ports Bill . . . . . . . . 2186-2187 
Sittings of the House 19-20, 21, 641, 1128, 1286-

1287 
Tanganyika Republic Bill . . . . . . 460 
Telecommunications and Post Offices 1294-1296 

Eko, Mr U. v.: 
Appropnation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Obubra Prisons Quarters .. 
Tarring of Road 

1069-1073 
2249Q 

81Q 

Electoral (Transitional Provisions) see Bills) 

Eleke, Mr P. 0. : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 55 
Com. Head 637 .. 

Army Congo Casualties 
Coker Commission of Enquiry 

2096-2097 
2291-2292 

293Q 
13Q 

Defunct Companies 
Economic Missions .. 
Electricity for Okigwi 
Financial Aid . . 
Indigenous Banks .. 
Industrial Establishments 
Lump Sum Compensation 
Navy Fleet . . . . 
New Uses for Coal 
Old Currency Exchange Rates 
Ports Authority River Craft 
Postal Transactions in Okigwi Division 
Republican Government 
Railway Overbridges 
Scholarships for Lagos 
Telephone and Telegraph Facilities 
Telephone Service for Okigwi Division 
University of Nigeria 

Elenwa, Mr N. E. : 
African and Malagasy States 
Ahoada 
Ahoada Police Quarters 
Ahoada Town 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 32 
Com. Head45 
Com. Head 46 
Com. Head 59 
Com. Head 631 
Com. Head 640 

Cinematograph Bill 
Conversion of Postal Agencies 
Debate on the Address 
Medical and Dental Practitioners Bill 
Omoku Police Post 
Omoku Post Office 

205Q 
10Q 
14Q 
33Q 

296Q 
10Q 
57Q 

293Q 
25Q 

296Q 
202Q 

32Q 
13Q 

203Q 
5Q 

17Q 
17Q 

5Q 

386-390 
455Q 

15Q 
302Q 

1598 
1812-1813 
2120-2121 

. . 2150 
2275-2276 
2303-2304 

515-516 
454Q 

.. 66-69 
576-577 

15Q 
455Q 

Use of Nigerian Raw Materials in local 
manufactures . . . . 1352-1355 

Ememe, Mr 0. C. : 
Aha-Lagos Telephone Trunk Line 
Aba South 
Aba South Oilfields 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 22 
Automatic Telephone Service for Aba 
Currency Conversion 
Debate on the Address 
Decimalisation of Currency 

•• 452Q 
453Q 

1276Q 

1398-1402 
453Q 
861Q 

286-290 
863Q 

Decimalisation of Nigerian Currency 
Foreign Embassies .. 
Immigration Bill 
International Agreements 
National Park for Lagos 
Natural Gas .. 
New Niger Bridge .. 
Peace Corps Teachers 
Petroleum Profits Tax Law 
Scholarships . . 

Column 
905-909 

1119Q 
496 

702Q 
1121Q 
1277Q 

e94Q 
18Q 

860Q 
16Q 

South-West Ikoyi and Victoria Island 
Plots . . . . 

Soviet Scholarships . . 
Tanganyika Republic Bill 
Visa Applications 

Eminue, Mr 0. J. : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 23 
Com. Head 25 

Enefola, Mr D. 0. : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 36 
Com. Head 58 
Com. Head 621 

Immigration Bill 
Telecommunications and Post Offices 

Eneh, Mr G. 0. D. : 
Appropriation Bill ; 

Com. Head 23 
Com. Head 53 

Approved Loan Applications 
Cinematograph Bill 
Contracts .. 
Contract Award 
Cottage Industries .. 
Hire Purchase Restrictions 
Iron and Steel Industry 
Japanese Mission to Nigeria . . 
Telecommunications and Post Offices 
Training of Nigerian Labourers 

Enwo, MrN.: 

Afikpo Divisional Prison 
Afikpo Prisons Staff .. 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Direct Telegraph Line . 
Provision of new Post Office 
24-Hour Telephone Service 

1121Q 
. 17Q 
459-460 

203Q 

1442-1444 
1490-1492 

1092-1100 
1648-1653 
1847-1848 
2202-2204 

487-488 
1296-1299 

1427-1429 
2059-2061 

. 76Q 
506-507 

75 Q 
81 Q 

894-897 
425-427 

2253 
74,Q 

1299-1301 
82Q 

.. 1705 Q 

. .2248 Q 
1229-1232 

. .1394 Q 

.. 1394 Q 

.. 1393 Q 

Establishment and Service Matters, 
Minister of (Hon. J. C. Obande) : 

Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Com. Head 39 

Compulsory Retirement 
Five-Day Week 
Vacation Jobs for Undergraduates 

Etukudo, Mr T. I. : 

(vit) 

Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Com. Head 624 .. 

Company Registration Office 
Discriminatory Tariffs 
Fibre Industry 
Imports from Russia 
Tariffs 

970-796 
1684-1687 

373-376 
1343-1344 

539-540 

1167-1172 
2231-2232 

. . 2252 

.. 1715 Q 

.. 1713Q 

.. 1713Q 
59Q 



J 
Judicial, etc., Offices and Appeals by 

Prosecutors Bill (see Bills) 

Justice, Minister of (Dr the bon. 
T. 0. Elias) : 

Column 

Appropriation (1963 -64) Bill, 2R . . 1129-1134 
Capital Punishment . . . . 882-887 
Judicial, etc., Offices and Appeals 

by Prosecutors Bill 1367-1369, 1382-1384 
Lord Head's Activities . . . . 636 
Mr Justice Onyeama . . 1126-1127 
Mr Justice Onyeama's Lecture . . 634-635 
Produce Bill . . . . . . • • • • 217 

Kolade, Mr S. 0. : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 32 
Com. Head 36 
Com. Head 41 

Diplomatic Missions 
Dockworkers' Strike 

K 

Judicial, etc., Offices and Appeals by 
Prosecutors Bill .. 

Oyo South Mineral Resources 
Professional Soccer .. 
Provision of Postal Agencies 
Road Accidents 
Telephone Exchange for Oyo 

L 

1594-1596 
1643-1648 
1688-1690 

. . 1527 Q 
13Q 

1372-1378 
. .1282 Q 
. .1853 Q 
.. 1389Q 

1322-1327 
. . 1389 Q 

Labour, Minister of (Hon. J. M. Johnson) : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 1028-1038 
Immigration Bill . . . . 480 
Immorality . . . . . . 689 

Lagos Health Service Bill (see Bills) 
Lajide, Mr V. L.: 

Administrative Officer Grades 
Congestion at Lagos Hospitals 
Contractor Finance Projects 
Cost of National Stadium .. 
Cost of New National Stadium 
Dangerous Drugs 
Deported Aliens 
Distribution and Cost of 

Projects 
Federal Industrial Projects . . 
Federal Public Service 
Film Unit 
High Rents in Lagos 
Internal Loans 
Loans and Grants .. 
New Railway .. 
Newspapers and Periodicals 
Ogbomosho . . 
Ogbomosho Post Office 
Oshun Mineral Resources 
Oshun Minerals 
Overseas Publicity Media 
Provision of Postal Agencies 

.. 1963 Q 

.. 19Q 

. . 703 Q 

.. 864Q 

. . 866Q 

.. 1964 Q 

.. 2247 Q 
Industrial 

.. 1710Q 
59Q 
61Q 

.. 1857 Q 

.. 72Q 

.. 1849 Q 

.. 69Q 

.. 2244Q 

.. 1284 Q 

. . 1710 Q 

.. 34Q 

. . 857Q 

.. 1277 Q 

.. 1284 Q 
34Q 

Quack Doctors 
Sahara Nuclear Tests 
Second Bridge for Lagos 
24-Hour Telephone Service 
Women in the Army . . 

Column 
.. 1964Q 
.. 1525 Q 
.. 703 Q 
.. 34Q 
. .1859 Q 

Lana, Mr S. (Prime Minister, Parliamen
tary Secretary) : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 623 
Immigration Bill 

Lar, Mr S. D. : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 25 .. 
Debate on the Address 
The Minister of Finance 
Tourist Industry 

Maina Waziri, M. : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 53 
Com. Head 623 •• 
Com. Head 637 •• 

Mariere, ChiefS. J. : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 630 .. 
Com. Head 637 .• 
Com. Head 640 .. 

M 

Debate on the Address 
Electoral (Transitional Provisions) Bill 

Mbadiwe, Dr the bon. K. 0. 
(Minister of State) : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 31 
Lagos Health Service Bill 
Parliamentary Delegations .. 

Mbah, Mr A. U. D. : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 30 
Com. Head 50 
Com. Head 55 
3R .. 

Atta Postal Agency 
Business Statement .. 
Compulsory Retirement 
Currency Law 
Defence Arrangements 
Five-Day Week 
Heavy Industry for Owerri 
Ikeduru Post Office 
Mbieri Sub-Post Office 
Ports Bill 

2221-2222 
491 

1173-1179 
. . 1482 
178-181 

1927-1928 
1937-1938 

2068 
2218-2219 

2292 

2267-2270 
. . 2293 

2298-2301 
246-253 

469 

1585-1588 
562-564 
413-415 

1257-1267 
1547-1553 
2003-2013 
2101-2106 

. . 2172 

.. 1970Q 
. 2056 
376-378 

47Q 
32Q 

1334-1339 
.. 1714 Q 
.. 1970 Q 
.. 1970 Q 
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Mbakogu, Mr F. U. (Economic Develop
ment, Parliamentary Secretary) : 
Leakage of Official Secret . . . . 689-690 

Medical and Dental Practitioners Bill 
(see Bills) 

Merchant Shipping Bill (see Bills) 

Message from. the G~vernor-General . . 1849 
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Mines and Power, Minister of (Alhaji the 

hon. Yussuf Maitama Sule) : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R . . 1179-1193 

Com. Head 53 2074-2079 
Medical and Dental Practitioners Bill 570-571, 572 
Power Failure . . . . 1701-1704 

Ministerial Statements : 
Allegation Regarding Ports Authority 

Shipping Line 
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Nigeria's Relations with the E.E.C. 
Parliamentary Delegations .. 
Premium Bond Prizes 
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2253- 2254 
1126-1127 

302-303 
. . 2244 

1123-1124 
2243 Proposal for Republic of Nigeria 
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Countries 

Tariff Increases 
U .A.C. Investment 
University of Lagos Medical School 

1124-1126 
455-458 
637-638 
968-969 

Mohammed Muhtari, M., Sarkin Bai : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 22 
Com. Head 44 
Com. Head 55 
Com. Head 58 
Com. Head 62 

Debate on the Address 
Pool Betting Bill .. 
The Minister of Finance 

Mordi, Mr E. A. : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 25 
Com. Head 27 
Com. Head 33 
Com. Head 39 
Com. Head 58 
Com. Head 624 
Com. Head 637 

Business Transactions 
Commercial Malpractices 
Compulsory Retirement 

602- 607 
1405-1407 
1770-1777 
2090-2092 

. . 1843 
2162- 2163 
.. 24-31 
. . 2316 

1901-1904 

1493-1496 
. . 1513 

1602-1603 
1675-1677 
1840-1842 
2228-2231 
2288-2290 
.. 64Q 

2046-2048 

Conference for Foreign Ministers 
Electoral (Transitional Provisions) Bill 
Foreign Ministers' Conference 

384-386 
1527 Q 

468 
1526 Q 
1526 Q 

Certificate 
2322-2324 

63 Q 
1395 Q 

French Sahara Nuclear Tests 
1962 West African School 

Results 
Postal Agencies 
Provision of Telephone Service 
Reclassification of Trunk Roads 
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53 Q 
1395 Q 

Mrican and Malagasy States • • . . 367 
Bornu Railway Extension . . . . 921 
Capital Punishment . . 866 
Compulsory Retirement . . 367 
Cottage Industries . . . . 891 
Customs Barrier and Visa Formalities . • 429 
Decimalisation of Nigerian Currency 902 
Electric Power Station at Badagry 914 
Five-Day Week . . . . 1334 
Hire Purchase Restrictions . . 420 
Parliamentary Delegations . . . . 409 
Proposal for Republic of Nigeria 1288 
Road Accidents . . . . 1309 
Salt Industry . . . . . . . . 440 

Telecommunications and Post Offices 
The Minister of Finance 
Tourist Industry 
Use of Nigerian Raw Materials in 

manufactures 

Column 
1288 
1865 
1937 

local 
1345 

Muhammadu Gauyamma, Alhaji : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 627-631, 

642-643 
1424-1425 
1450-1451 
1534-1537 
1672-1675 
1796-1798 
2123- 2127 
2080-2081 

Com. Head 23 
Com. Head 24 
Com. Head 30 
Com. Head 39 
Com. Head 45 
Com. Head 46 
Com. Head 55 

Cottage Industries 
Compulsory Retirement 
Customs Barrier and Visa Formalities 
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Electoral (Transitional Provisions) Bill 
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Road Accidents .. 
Use of Nigerian Raw · Materials in 
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901-902 
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438 
46-48 

468 
46-48 

79 Q 
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Muhammadu Koro, M. Madakin Pategi : 
Debate on the Address 96-98 

Muhammadu Kura, Alhaji : 
River Kari Bridge • . 81 Q 

Muhammadu Ningi, Alhaji : 
Apprppriation Bill : 

Com. Head 25 
Com. Head 58 

Bauchi-Ningi-Kano Trunk B Road 
Bauchi Post Office .. 
Industry for Bauchi Province 

1493 
1837-1838 

695 Q 
33 Q 
73 Q 

Muhtari Abdullahi Wambai, M. : 
Dangora-Tudun Wada-Ririwai Trunk B 

Road . . . . . . . . . . 79 Q 

Muojeke, Mr R.N. : 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 22 . . . . 1402-1405 
Com. Head 39 1670-1671 
Com. Head 49 1972-1976 

Awka Central Postal Agencies 1969 Q 
Capital Punishment 866-873, 891 
Commonwealth Citizenship Bill . . 461-462 
Cost of Census . . 448 Q 
Extradition . . . . 199 Q 
Hire Purchase Restrictions . . . . 420-425 
Immigration Bill 502- 503 
Medical and Dental Practioners Bill 57 5 
Markets for Export Produce 1714 Q 
Nigerian Students in Bulgaria . . 548 Q 
Nigerian Students in Communist Countries 16 Q 
Nkerefi . . . . . . . . 1968 Q 
Road Accidents . . . . 1309-1313 
Tourist Industry . . . . 1951-1953 
Uvurna . . . . . . . . 1969 Q 

Musa Hindi, Zanna A : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 807-808 
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Debate on the Address • . . . 253-254 
Ebute Metta Clinic . . . • . . . . 450 Q 
Inter Regional Secondary Grammar Schools 6 Q 
Okitipupa South 454 Q 
Pool Betting and Entertainment Revenue 204 Q 
Tanganyika Republic Bill . . 458 
Trade Agreements . . . . . . . . 208 Q 
University of Lagos . . . . 6 Q 

Olaore, Mr J. 0. : 

Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Com. Head 30 
Com. Head 32 
Com. Head 46 

831-836 
1546-1547 
1599-1600 
2121-2123 

Debate on the Address 
Other Industries 
Pool Betting Bill 
Use of Nigerian Raw 

manufactures 

105-106, 110-114 
2251 Q 

2314-2315 
Materials in local 

1360-1363 

Olarewaju, Hon. M. A. 0. (Minister of 
State): 

Adumuke Police Post 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 23 
Road Accidents 

Olatunde, Mr P. B. : 

Ajassepo, Omupo and Oro 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 41 

2326 

1445-1447 
1318-1321 

Contract for Apapa Wharf Extension 
Electricity for Offa . . 

1280Q 
1227-1229 
1696-1697 
.. 53Q 

1280Q 
•• 1394Q 

1965 Q 
52Q 

Extension of Telephone Facilities 
Oro Postal Agency .. 
Tarring of Ilorin-Kabba Road 

Oloyede, Mr T. 0. : 

Appropriation (1963 -64) Bill, 2R . . 1109-1114 
Com. Head 25 . . . . 1498-1499 
Com. Head 58 . . . . 1846-1847 

Commonwealth Scholarships Awards . . 41 Q 
Electoral (Transitional Provisions) Bill 471 
Geological Surveying . . . . . . 1279 Q 
International Trade Agreements . . . . 50 Q 
Legislation on Hire Purchase . . . . SO Q 
Nigeria's Defence . . . • 32 Q 
Non-Nigerians in Executive Posts . . . . 62 Q 
Review of Salary Structure . . . . • . 57 Q 
Scholarships for Post Secondary Education 42 Q 
Training Schools . . . . . . 1392 Q 

Olugbade, Chief 0. B. Akin. : 
Adjournment 2374 
Amendment of the Constitution of Western 

Nigeria . . . . 2344-2353 
Debate on the Address . . . . 234-244 

Omo-Osagie, Chief the bon. H. (Minister 
ofState) : 

Appropriation Bill : 
Com. Head 631 
Com. Head 633 
Com. Head 63 7 
Com. Head 638 
Com. Head 640 

2275,2279-2280 
2281 
2287 
2295 

Customs Barrier and Visa Formalities 
2297 

432-433 

Onugu, Mr N. V. : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
N sukka Charge Office 
Nsukka Post Office 
Nsukka Telephone Service . . 
Police Post for Obolo-Afor .. 

Onwuchekwa, Mr I. S. : 
Airport Land Rentals 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Commonwelath Citizenship Bill 
Customs Barrier and Visa Formalities 
Debate on the address 
External Publicity .. 
Federal Commissions (Privileges 

Immunities) Bill .. 
Isiokpo and Elele 
Oil Refinery Railway 
Port Harcourt Post Offices 
Proposed Diobu Post Office 
Trade Relations with the East 

Opia, MrA.: 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 24 
Com. Head 622 .. 

Electoral (Transitional Provisions) Bill 
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83(}. 831 
.. 1525 Q 

67Q 
67Q 

. .1525 Q 

.. 2245 Q 
1238-1243 

. . 465 
431-432 

.. 90-96 

. .1858 Q 
and 

. . 2308 

.. 1971 Q 

.. 2246 Q 

.. 1971 Q 

.. 1971 Q 
•• 2252 Q 

1455-1459 
2209-2215 

472 

Orodi, Mr E. T. (Lagos Affairs, Parlia
mentary Secretary) : 
Fishing on the River Benue 

Orok, Chief R. A. : 
Abak 
Agricultural and Poultry Industries 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 45 .. 
Ikot-Okoro Police Force 
Trade Schools 

Oronsaye, Mr D. N. : 
Abudu 

965 Q 

•• 301 Q 
.. 205Q 

1798-1800 
13 Q, 14 Q 

.. 547Q 

.. 1966Q 

.. 1966Q 

..1850Q 
Abudu Sub-Post Office 
Anti-Smuggling Campaign .. 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 37 .. • . . . . 1660-1664 
Com. Head 55 . . . . . . 2083-2090 
Com. Head 59 . . . . 2151-2152 
Com. Head 621 . . . . 2193-2198 

Automatic Telephone Exchange . . . . 1395 Q 
Business of the House . . . . . . 1864 
Capital Punishment . . . . 873-882 
Commercial Film Production . . . . 28 Q 
Compulsory Retirement . . 378-382 
Debate on the Address . . 146-152 
Deported Persons . . . . . . . .2247 Q 
Education . . 44 Q 
Electoral (Transitional Provisions) Bill 467 
Expansion of T.V. Service 27 Q 
Fire Services Bill 524-527,530-531, 532 
Grade III Teachers . . . . . . 44 Q 
Jagua Nana . . . . . . . . 28 Q 
Lagos-Ijebu-Benin Road . . . . 54 Q 
Medical and Dental Practitioners Bill 56Q-570, 

Motor Accidents 
Natural Gas .. 
Nigeria Police in the Congo 
Nigerian Students in Bulgaria 
"Post" Salaries 

571-572, 575 
54Q 

•• 1855 Q 
.. 2049Q 
.. 44Q 
.. 1858 Q 
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Produce Bill .. 
Proposal for Republic of Nigeria 
School of African and Oriental Studies 
Schools Broadcasting 
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214--215 
. 1288 

.. 2054Q 

. . 2053 Q 
1608-1609 

.. 1396 Q 
Stranded University Students 
Wireless Telephone Service 

Oyewole, Mr S. A. : 
Food Exports 

p 
Pool Betting Bill (see Bills) 
Ports Bill (see Bills) 
Prime Minister (Alhaji the Rt. bon. Sir 

Abubakar Tafawa Balewa) 
Amendment of the Constitution of Western 

1711Q 

Nigeria . . . . 2329-2336 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 22 
Nigeria's Relations with the E.E.C. 
Proposal for Republic of Nigeria 
The Minister of Finance 

1412-1417 
302-303 

2243-2244 
188R-1890 

1 Proclamation 

Produce (Constitutional 
Bill (see Bills) 

Public Bills (see Bills) 

R 
Resolutions : 

Amendment) 

Adjournment (Easter) 
Adjournment (till 31st July, 1963) 
African and Malagasy States 

970 
2257 
.W7 

Appropriation Bill (Allocation of Time) 

Bornu Railway Extension 
Business of the House 
Business Committee 
Committee of Selection 
Compulsory Retirement 

640, 1657-1658 
. . 937 

157, 305, 1718, 1864 
551 
109 

Cottage Industries . . . . 
386 
902 
440 Customs Barrier and Visa Formalities 

Customs Tariff (Duties and Exemptions) 
Decimalisation of Nigerian Currency 
Development Fund .. 

2146 
914 

2322 
921 
291 

1957 
420 

1332 
641, 1128, 1288, 2257 

952 
1936 

Electric Power Station at Badagry. . . . 
Humble Address to the Governor-General 
Lagos Health Service Bill 
Parliamentary Delegations 
Road Accidents 
Sittings of the House 
Teachers' Examinations 
The Minister of Finance 
Tourist Industry 
Use of Nigerian Raw Materials in local 

manufactures 

Rosiji, Chief A. : 

1954 

1367 

External Publicity 
Produce Bill .. 
Telecommunications and Post Offices 
The Minister of Finance 

s 
Saidu Zango, M. : 

Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Bridge 
Debate on the Address 
Direct Telephone Line 
Electricity 
Electricity for Kafanchan and Zonkwa 
Geneva Disarmament Conference 
Industries 
Loans .. 
"Post's" Profits 
Zaria Province 

Senu-Oke, Mr D. : 
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956-957 
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1307-1308 
1895-1901 

788-790 
. 51Q 
228-231 

35Q 
60Q 
26Q 
39Q 
SJQ 
SOQ 
27Q 
26Q 

Ajeromi . . 545Q 
Apapa Wharf Extension 2246, 2326-2327, 81Q 
Appropriation Bill : 

Com. Head 55 
Cement Imports 
Customs Company Prosecution 
Customs Tariff 
Electric Power Station at Badagry 

Federal Commissions (Privileges 
Immunities) Bill . . . . 

Industrial Centre Gari Output 
Lagos Post Office Boxes 
Mr Grant .. 
Nigeria Police in the Congo 
Oil Exploration in Badagry Division 
Overhead Bridge .. 
Sango/Otta-Iju Bridge 
Trade Fair Pavilions 
Women Constables 

Shisha, Mr V. T.: 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 629 .. 
Cinematograph Bill 

2116· ·2117 
701Q 
294Q 
296Q 

914--916, 
920-921 

and 
2309-2310 

204Q 
960Q 

45Q 
544Q 
302Q 
693Q 
200Q 
204Q 
544Q 

1038-1041 
2264--2265 

516-517 

Speaker and Deputy Speakers, Rulings : 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 

Com. Head 41 
Army Bill 
Business of the House 
Immigration Bill 
Lagos Health Service Bill 
Misrepresentation by the West 

Pilot 

536, 

1041-1042 
1690 

537, 538 
. 1865 
483-484 

568 
African 

2057-2058 
Parliamentary Delegations .. 
Unavoidable absence of Mr ·Speaker 

419 
2192 

Speech from the Throne .. 
Sule Abba Biu, M. : 

Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, 2R 
Com. Head 27 
Com. Head 45 
Com. Head 55 

2-12 

Appropriation (1963 -64) Bill, 2R 
Com. Head 23 

594--602 Com. Head 61 
1420-1423 Com. Head 629 

1018-1024 
1513 
1812 

2094-2096 
2154-2156 
2258-2259 

Com. Head 24 
Com. Head 623 .. 

Debate on the Address 

1460-1461 Debate on the Address 
2218 Pool Betting Bill 
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2321 

38-46 Supplementary Appropriation Bill (see Bills) 
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