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257 [Emoluments of Senators)

A Senator : It is supposed to be a Joint-Com-
mittee.

The President : Ten Members each from the two
Houses. Is it the wish of the Senate that ten be the
number?

Several Senators : Eleven Members from each
House.

The President : Senator Obaro, are you here?

Senator Isa Obaro (Kwara South) : I thought,
Mr President—

The President : I thought that the majority’s view
was eleven. We do not need to enlarge that number.
I will now name the Chairman of that Committee as
Senator Jalo Waziri (Bauchi East).

Is it the wish of the Senate that this Committee
be formed with Senator Jalo Waziri as the Chairman ?

Question put and agreed to.

Resolved : That the Joint Select Committee on
Remuneration of the President and other functionaries
of the Executive and Judiciary be empowered to
propose salaries and other fringe benefits of the
Members of the National Assembly along with those
of the other functionaries listed in Section 78 of the
Constitution. The Committee shall be composed of
eleven Members from each of the two Houses of
the National Assembly.

The President : I have been advised by the
Leader of the NPN that he has a substantive Motion
to make. I say so because this is not on the Order
Paper but I have given him the permission to intro-
duce it.

Tour of United States and Canada

Senator Sola Saraki (Ilorin/Asa): Mr Presi-
dent, hon. Senators, today in Nigeria, we have adop-
ted a Constitution that is very similar to that of the
United States of America. In Nigeria, over seventy
per cent of educated Nigerians were trained or studied
in Britain. Some of us did our training in England,
some in Scotland while others received their education
in Ireland. To many Nigerians travelling abroad, if
they did not pass through London they would not
feel that they were yet in Europe.

The President : May I ask Senator Saraki to be
brief and straight to the point.

Senator Saraki : Mr President, Sir, I thought
that I should make some preamble so that when I am
proposing my Motion, it would be easily under-
stood.

Today in this Senate or in the National Assembly,
our Standing Orders are still based on the British
system. That is why some of us Senators are
,very new to the system. For my part, I am a medical
practitioner.

Senator J. A. O. Odebiyi (Egbado North/South): *
When last did you use a stethoscope? :

Senator Saraki: Mr President, I need your
protection
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The President : You are protected.

Senator Saraki: Thank you, Sir. I hope that
we are now learning very fast. It is all right
reading about the system in America or Canada, that
is, the system and procedure in the American Con-
gress or in Canada. I, however, think that if one is
able to watch proceedings in those places, it would go
a long way to hasten the work of our Legislature.

Therefore, I would like to move that this august
Senate should approve that a number of Senators
undertake a tour of the United States and Canada to
watch proceedings in the White House and in Canada.
This is to enable them to see in practice how these
people run their Legislatures.

The President : Did I hear you say the White
House? We have no business with the White House,
we want a Black House.

Senator Saraki : I mean the Congress.

Several Senators
Capitol.

: He should have said the

Senator Saraki : Be that as it may, what I
am saying is that a few Senators from this Senate be
given the opportunity to go to the United States of
America and Canada to watch proceedings in their
Senate and if you like in their House of Representa-
tives.

I would now move that the President of the Senate,
the Deputy President of the Senate and the five
Political Party Leaders in the Senate, accompanied
by the Clerk of the Senate and a Secretary, two
Senators from the NPN ; two Senators from the
Unity Party of Nigeria, one from the Great Nigeria
Peoples Party, one from the Nigerian Peoples Party
and one from the Peoples Redemption Party should
go to the United States of America and Canada to
watch proceedings there. I now move.

A Senator : I beg to second.

The President : The Motion before the Senate
is that in the course of our break lasting three weeks
while there are Senators who would perform the
Hajj, we might take advantage of this break to go
and understudy the system which we are about to
operate.

Senater D, O. Oke (Ondo West) : Are we just
about to operate or we are already operating it ?

The President : Thank you, Professor. That is
why it is advantageous to have people like you in
this Senate. It is for that purpose that the proposal
has been made. May I just put a word of advice
before you speak on it. The advice I want to give is
that while I appreciate the point made by the Mover
of the Motion, I would suggest that the number of

“this first entourage should not be unwieldy. Later on,

it would be worthwhile for the Chairman of all the
Committees of the Senateto goasa second group tosee
the work of the United States’ Senate in Committees
since they would come to operate this system. I say
this because up till this time, not allthe Committees
of the Senate have been formed. So, the rationale
behind the number that would accompany the
Presidentshould be relative tothe experience required
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[THE PRESIDENT]

for the efficient performance of this Senate. On that
score, I will now call for comments from Senators.

Senator J. S. Tarka may speak.

Senator J. S. Tarka (Benue East-Central):
May I say, Sir, that while one agrees wholly that
despite the fact that some of us had been in the
other House before, this is a different system and
we are operating a system in which all of us without
exception are serving apprenticeship as Senators
in a Presidential system of Government. Therefore,
it is desirable that members of the Senate from
various blocs of this Senate do have the advantage
of seeing the performance of the mature and old
system to which we are akin now. I am sure
that even the generality of the public will agree
that this is not a wasteful venture and to perform
effectively, we need to know what we are doing.

This morning, Senators complained that we
rushed through a number of Bills and I understand
from my Friend on my right that the correct word
for that is gerrymander. We did not intend to
rush through any situation, but because we are new
to the system, we are serving an apprenticeship
and we can learn from master carpenters who have
performed this system for years. So, 1 will like
to suggest a small addition to the list which may
be regarded by others as a long list. The Chairman
of the Rules and Business Committee may be
useful on this Overseas venture and I, therefore,
wish to seize the opportunity of seconding this
Motion to put an addition to the list which we had.

May I also say that at a certain stage, we should
avoid making the situation top heavy. In other
words, we should afford other Senators, who have
no designation within the Senate but are Senators
like me, the opportunity of seeing this system at
work. I have seen the system, but I would like my
colleagues from other side who have no Chairmanship
of Committees or who do not belong to the Presidency
of the Senate to also have the opportunity of seeing
this system.

I beg to support.

Senator Mohammed Uba Ahmed (Bauchi South-
East) : Mr President, Sir, there is a lot of sence in the
Motion before this House but what I want to redefine
here is the suggestion put forward by my colleague
from Benue East-Central (Senator ¥. S. Takar)
I think we should devise a plan to spread over a
period of time so that every Senator here in groups of
ten or five will be able to visit these countries where
this system has been in practice. From now up till the
next nine months, every Senator should have the
opportunity of going to watch and learn for himself.
That will ensure efficiency and improvement of
performance in this Senate.

So, Mr President, Sir, this is the amendment that
I am proposing for the consideration of the Leader of
the NPN in the Senate,

Senator E. P. Echeruo (Okigwe) : Mr President,
Sir, I support the Motion proposed by the Leader of
the NPN. I, however, do not subscribe to the sugges-
tion that they should proceed during this break
period and I have my reasons. This is the first time
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that Senators, of this great nation will be leaving our
shores for another country, and they are going there
to learn. I do not think that we should hurry over it ;
I think we should give advance notice to the people
we are going to, and clear with them that it is all
right so that our people can receive the best attention
possible.

I am making this suggestion because I have had
the privilege of being invited to watch the United
States’ Senate in progress, and I can assure you that
if you do not have any previous arrangement and you
just go to the gallery of the United States Senate, you
will come back no wiser. In fact, you would think this
is a child’s play because the work has been soaked in
through the years of use that you do not even know
what is going on until it is explained to you. This is
why I am insisting that we should clear with them
so that they can detail people who will, if necessary,
have short courses for our people to explain the
system before we observe it. I think we must carry
ourselves with utmost dignity because that is what the
Senate of the Federation of Nigeria deserves.

So, in supporting the Motion, Mr President, Sir,
I will suggest that we should make arrangements
and proceed as soon as it is convenient not necessarily
within the break which we shall soon have. Thank
you very much,

The Deputy President : Senator Mangga, you
may speak.

Senator Ja’afar Mangga (Bornu South) : Mr
President, Sir, while this idea is welcome, I wish to
make some observations on the entire plan. The idea
of going to the United States of America to see what
is going on there in conjuction with the system we
are practising here is acceptableand is welcomebut the
diversion to Canada still leaves more room. For what
reason do we go there ? Since 1960 we have been
practising the system now being practised in Canada.

A Senator : No.

Senator Mangga : The whole system in Canadais
still a parliamentary system. If you do not know what
comparative politics is, that is just too bad. The ideal
presidential system we are copying is only practised
in the United States. In African countries, there are
presidential systems but these systems are morally
called the presidentialism of African system. If you
go to Canada and have the idea and go to the United
States of Anerica and have the idea, it would not be
of any use. .

Therefore, as a teacher or as any other person, get
one thing first. Let us get ourselves associated and
conversant with that of the United States first to
minimise expense and time. More or less, the time
that would have been taken to go to Canada could be
utilised at the United States Congress. This is whatI
intend to advise.

The Deputy President: Well, Ottawa and
Washington D.C. are in the same continent any way,
and I think for diplomatic reasons, it would be a good
idea not to go to just one country because you might

‘make them think otherwise and I would say it is fit

and proper. What is even more, when we started here
it was the Senate in Ottawa that sent us some message
of congratulation. So, even if for reasons of courtesy
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alone, I think there is a point in going to Canada.
Anyway, that is by the way. Senator Fasanmi, you
may speak.

Senator Ayo Fasanmi (Ondo North): In addition
to the suggestion that has been made I think what
we need very much and particularly during this
period of break is series of seminars because some
of us, even those who are supposed to know, do not
know the basic and elementary procedures of the
presidential system of government. As a short term
measure, I think it would be very good if we could
set aside a few days before the recess ends so that
Senators can go and take part in these seminars.
So, much as I am not opposing the idea, I think we
really need some seminars so that every member
of the Senate and every member of the House
of Representatives would be able to take part.

The Deputy President : That could be additional.
Senator Mahmud Waziri.

Senator Mahmud Waziri (Adamawa): Mr
President, Sir, I beg to oppose the Motion before
this Senate. (Applause) It is indeed very sad that,
with so much to do in the country to ensure that
the administration and the system of legislation
that we want to adopt here is well established, we
just want to start in a wrong way by spending
public funds unnecessarily. (Applause). When this
Constitution was being written by the members
of the Constituent Assembly, I believe none of them
went to the United States in order to write the
Constitution. So, when it comes to making laws in
accordance with the Constitution, we do not need
to go to the United States to do so.

May I ask, when the United States Constitution
was promulgated, did the members go to the United
Kingdom Parliament in order to know how to
operate their own Constitution or how to run their
own Congress ? The answer is definitely, no. Now,
we are in 1979, it is indeed a shame that Senators of
this august Senate of wise and eldermen of Nigeria
would not want to do their homework properly and
well but would want to go and be copy cats and
nothing more.

Mr President, Sir, I am begging this Senate for
goodness sake that for the next three months let us
sit down at home to devise ways and means of having
everything Nigerian. Please let us start building our
customs, let us make our mistakes, let us use our
brains, and see to it that we here run this Assembly in
our own way, the way we like it and the way our
people like it. I do not believe that having such a large
group to go to the United States would make any
difference to the proceedings of this Senate. The
minimum thing I could think of perhaps, is that by
next year after the budget, we could ask that maybe
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives should go to the United
States in order to study the procedures.

The President : No ! No !

Senator Waziri : I am talking about the minimum
which I would recommend to study the methods.

The President : That is not necessary. If you are
against it you are against it.
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Senator Waziri : Mr President, Sir, I am on the
Floor.

The President : You ate protected.

Senator Waziri : Thank you very much. Mr
President, Sir, I want us to reject this Motion right
away. The Leader of the NPN has a lot of work to do.
We have a lot of Bills to consider when we resume on
the 12th of November. So, I cannot see him the
President of the Senate, the top level Senators of
this Senate and the administrators of th~ National
Assembly leaving this country for twowee I won-
der when we come back what we are going to do.
Mr President, with due respect, I beg to move that
the Motion be rejected.

Senator J. S. Tarka (Benue East-Central) :
Point of information.

The President : Point of information.

Senator Tarka : Mr President, Sir, I notice
that the distinguished Senator from Adamawa,
Gongola State, who is one of the most itenerant Nige-
rian citizen is wearing a hand woven Adamawa
cloth otherwise known as Brocade. (Laughter)

The President : Mr Justice Atake.

Senator F. O. M. Atake (Bendel Delta)
Mr President, Senators all, in rising to support the
opposition offered by the last speaker, I would say
just a few things. Firstly, the Constitution has been
drawn up for us ; secondly there has been before us
Standing Orders which the Constitution says we
should use, and thirdly, some very good fellows have
very industriously drawn up what they consider is a
modification necessary to be engrafted on these bye-
laws of ours. Those of us who have taken any time
and who have had any business to do with the
drawing up of bye-laws of councils even of
other societies, will agree that the job done by those
who drew up this thing deserves alot of commendation.

Senator E. I. O. Akpata (Bendel Central):
We have not examined it.

Atake : You have not, I have.
Akpata : I have but we have not.
Atake : You have but I have.
Akpata : But we have not.
Amadu Ali: (Benue West): Point of

Senator
Senator
Senator
Senator

Senator
Order.

The President : What is your Order number ?

Senator Amadu Ali : Order 26 (2), What he is
saying is not relevant to the point we are discussing.

Senator Atake :I am advancing an argument.
What I am saying, Mr President, Sir, is that if we
take the time to study our Constitution and our
bye-laws, a legal framework has been established
within which we can do our work in this Senate
properly without having to expend money on
transporting twenty-four people from here to the
United States in batches of even one or two.

The President : Are they twenty-four?
Senator Atake : What was said when you

were away was that we should be going in groups.
When those mentioned have gone, then others would
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